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INTRODUCTION 

The Republic of Vietnam is composed of the former French protectorates 

h of ToPtJd-n (Hanoi) and Annam (Hue) and the former French colony of Cochin 
fbhT Ie AI.. 

China (Saigon). These.p»Q$1caJ subdivisions together with Laos and 

C8lIlbodia had, betore 1946, comprised French Indochina. 

The recorded history of the area occupied b,y the Republic of Vietnam 

dates trom the 2d Century B. C. when 'the Chinese occupied the Red River Valley 

and a coastal strip to the louth in what is now North Vietnam. A native 

revolt in 938 A. D. drove out the Chinese and led to the tounding ot an 

i~dependent kinDom, which with the exception of a brief interval of Chinese 

dominance in the early 15th Century, eiisted}\in ;ne' form or another ~ '" n';' ,', 

the establishment of French hegemony in the area. In the 17th Century this 

I~rthern yingdom broke into two factions divided roughly along th~,>17th 

parallel. The southern portion of the ~gdOm gradually absorbed the Champa 

empire on the southern coast so that by, the time western expansion in the 

area began in earnest) the present physical .. configuration of Vietnam had been 

established. 

~ Some feeble attempts to establ~h trade relations with the Vietnamese 
}. ~ 

~ ~~ 'states were made by the Portu~se and Dutch b!ginning in the mid- 16th 
, ,. 
'X" Centurr__ French Catholic missionaries began to arrive at about the same 

time. It was through these missionaries and French military advisors that ~ 

modicum of French influence already existed in "ietnam when the French 

government began to push its territorial ambitions in the region. Between 

lS59 and lS67 the area which was to become Coehin China was taken by force 

of arms.( To~in was b~ought under French avay between 1873 and 1883. 
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1>£ "-rI'lt"AT lot'....J In If ~ '"3 o"'&-( 1'8 'Y4 Ion~/~ 
and Annam became French protectorates. In ~887~ the French joined the three 

~900, however, A 
du Ie JYI"1 1M 

states together in the Indochinese Union. It ~as not unti~ 

that the country cou1d be described QcJo:ug!,l, f';rst. as ftpacUi.ed." Even so /7 ..-
~ ~'RSJ 

four decades o£ the 20th Century Indochina was swept by a succession of 

upheava~s against French ~e. Eventually 2 thesennovements took a nationa2-
8 n 

istic trend but the coming of World War II postponed resolut~ of the impasse. 

Short~ after the £~ of France in June ~940, a Vichy regime was 

installed in Indochina. For the most part the Japanese and French collaborated 

very closely throughout the war - :1t was not until March 1945 that the French 

administration was comp1ete~y supp~ted b.Y the Japanese. In the meantime, 

a n~ber of resi.stance groups tinged wi.th nationalist:i.c tendencies had grown 
b4!.o.ded 

up l.n the country. O:f these, the Vietminh, he tad.e.d by the Communi.st..> Ho Chi 

Mi.nh~ was the most powerful and best organized by the end o£ the war. 

------- -
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1945 

s 

7 Aug-2 Sep 

The Communist Vietnamese under Ho Chi Minh ~ control of the 
Vietnam government. 

19 Aug 

Communist forces of Ho Chi Minh ~ Hanoi. 

2 Sep 

Ho vhi Minh announced the formation of a provisional government 
under his leadership and proclaimed the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. 

21 Sep 
-rt' 

~~French troops returned to Vietnam. 

25 Sep 

Communist-led armed c~teraction commenced agains~ the French. 

5 Oct 

Large numbers of French troops began to arrive in Vietnam. 

8 Nov 

The Cao Dai forces surrendered to the French after their capital
J

. 
Tay Ninh,'was occupied. 

11 Nov 
) ~~ / 

The Indochinese Communist Party was ostensibly di~lved to appease 
the sensibilities of the West, but it actually continued to function. 
A new government was formed in Hanoi paying lip service to non­
Communist parties. 
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6 Jan 

The Ho Chi Minh government held and won the first Vietnamese electims 
for a National Assembly of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 

6 Mar 

At Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh and the French signed an accord providing for: 
the rec~ition of Vietnam as an !ndependent member o~e French 
Union~ a plebescite on the re~nfication of Cnochi ina with 
the northf and ~ the stationing of Frenchl troop in certain 
North Vietnamese towns. 

18 Apr 

The first Franco-Vietnamese Conference open ed at Dalat aime d at 
resolving problems arising from the agreement of 6 Mar 1946. No 
agreement was reached. Ho Chi Minh demanded a conference in France. 

27 May 

The "Lien-Viet" was formed comprising all parties and groups allied 
with the Vietminh as well as all Communist-front organizations. 

1 Jun 

The French proclaimed Cochi~ina to be an autonomous republic. 

6 Jun-l Aug 

Ho Chi Minh and other Vietnamese leaders negotiated with the French 
at Fontainebleu. The positions of the two nations were found to be 
irreconcilable. 

15 Oct 

The Ho Chi Minh government formed a Vietnamese army headed by Vo 
Nguyen Giap. 

g Nov 

The eommunist-dom~natedcNational Assembly proclaimed the unity of ~ 
North, Central, and South Vietnam. 

23 Nov 

In the ffHaiphlng Incident" the Fralch destroyed a large pontion of 
the Vietnamese armed forces. 
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~ (Continued) 

19 Dec 

A surprise attack on French positions by Vietminh forces failed and 
the Ho Chi Minh government fled Hdbi and went'underground to embark 
on a protracted "war of independeribe." This marked the real begin­
ing of the Indochina War. 

1947 

7 Feb 

Hue fell to the French. 

19 Feb 

Last Vietminh forces were overcome bY the French in Hanoi. 

11 Mar 

Nam Dinh was taken by French paratroopers. 

12 May 

Ho Chi Minh rejected harsh French terms as a basis for re-opening 
negotiations. 

28 May 

The anti-Communist Front of National Union was formed in Saigon. 

22 Aug 
r'" 

The Front of National Union invited Bao Dai, formeJtfigur~ead 
Emperor of Vietnam, to return from exile in Hong Kong to head an 
anti-Communist~tional government. 

\'\ 

10 Sep 

The French High Commisioner for Indochina offered the Vietnamese 
"liberty lithin the French Union4" Both the Vietminh and the 
IItnoderate}t" rejected the proposal. 

.~ 18 Sep 

-,Bao Dai agreed to "represent" Vietnam in negotiations with France. 

22 Sep 

The American Ambassador to China gave Bao Dai to understand that 
the United States would support a non-Communist Vietnamese govern­
ment\ 
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l2ll l.26ntinued) 

7 Dec 

Against the advice of Ngo Dinh Diem and other nationalist leaders, 
Bao Dai signed a "preliminary agreement" with the French High 
Commissioner. 

22 Feb 

At the instigation of Ngo Dinh Diem, nationalist leaders, including 
those of the "Sects" and other religious groups, met in Saigon ·'to 
discuss conditions for further negotiatioms with France. 

5 Jun 

Bao Dai and the Hign Commissioner signed the Ha Long agreements, 
stipulating conditions for the formation of a Vietnamese government. 

6 Jun 

A provisional central government of Vietnam was formed with Fr~cb 
blessing. 

a Mar 

Bao Dai accepted the French conditions for his return to Vietnam 
to head the government. 

23 Apr 

The Cochin China Assembly voted to reunite Cochin China with 
Vietnam. 

14 Jun ~ -,(,,4-

Bao Dai assumed~role as C~ief of Sta~. 
offer to become Prime Minister. 

Ngo Dinh Diem rejected an 

16 Aug LJ 1t11l~ e. ... yC" 19-/' 
Tonjkint. / 

(!l ft , 1'1 tAr",l ./ 

The French launched a ~t offensive in 

16 Dec 

Chinese Communist troops arrived at th~Vietnam~ border. 
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16 Jan 

Communist China recognized the Ho Chi Minh government. 

31 Jan 

Russia recognized the Ho Chi Minh government. 

2 Feb 

Chinese equipment was reported to have been received by the Vietminh. 

7 Feb 

Great Brit~n recognized the Bao Dai government. The United States 
followed closely. 

a May 

The United States announced the decision to give aid to France for 
the war in Indochina. 

30 May 

A United States economic mission arrived in Saigon. 

15 Jul 

An American ~litary mission arrived in Vietnam. 

1 Oct 

Vo Nguyen Giap instituted a series of attacks on French forts along 
the Chinese border. By 17 Oct 1950 the vommunist forces had 
completely eliminated the border strongpoints. 

17 Dec 

Marshal de Lattre de Tassigny assumed command of the Indochina 
theater. 
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10 Jan 

Giap began push on Hanoi with 81 battalions. 

14 Jan 

Marshal de Lattre assumed personal command of the defense of Hanoi. 

17 Jan 

Communist forces were defeated in an all-out attempt to take Hanoi~ 
and thereafter reverted to guerrilla tactics. 

29 May 

Vietminh forces atta~d French positions around Ninh-Binh but~elled 
after hard fighting. I 

22 Sep 

Vietminh forces in division strength attacked the French strong­
hold at Nghia-Lo but were repelled. ~ 

14 Nov 

The battle for Hoa-Binh, a major road link with the Communist north, 
pegan. The saege lasted until 24 Feb 1952 when the French evacuated 
their positions in and around Hoa-Binh. 

11 Jan 

Marshal .. de lattre died. 

21 Sep 

The Vietminh staged an attack near Saigon. 

11 Oct 
~ 

Vietminh began infiltration o~Thai ijignlands. 

16 Oct ~d.. fyoofS. 

The battle of Tu-Le began with the 
ended 20 Oct when the French began 

air drop of~. The battle 
evacuating their positions. 

29 Oct 

"Operation Dorraine" began with French assault forces operating along 
the Red River. 
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~ (Continued) 

30 Nov 

First Vietminh units reach Laotian border~ 

3-9 Apr 

Unsuccessful defense of Sop-Nao by the French. 

13 Apr-18 May 

In the defense of Muong-Khoua, a delaying action intended to laS:; 
for 14 days, the French force managed to hold out for 36Vunder 
extremely adverse odds. ~ 

8 May 

General Navarre assumed command of the French forces. 

28 Jul-4 Aug 

"Operation Camargue" was carried out along the Vietnam coast. The 
operation entailed the use of sizeable amphibious and airborne 
units as well as armor and infantry in an attempt to eliminate the 

~ Communist forcesJan important coastal road~ success was only limited. 

20 Nov ~ ... 
French troops occupied DieQ Bien Phu in order to forestall a Vietm;i[nh 
march through Laos. 
J..I- ~G P~~/~s:3 -

18 Feb 

The "Big Four".agreed at Berlin to hold a conference at Geneva in 
order to seek a solution for Korea and the Indochina War. 

5 Mar 

Premier Laniel of France approved a truce if the Vietminh would 
evacuate Cambodia, Laos, the Tonkin Delta, and South Vietnam. 

12 Mar 

The French fortress of Dien Bien Phu was invested by a Communist 
force commanded by General Vo Nguyen Giap. The siege which followed 
lasted until 8 May 1954 when the last French position was overrun. 
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1954 (Continued) 

, A regimental-size French mobile task fonce was ambushed near Ankhe. 
Althougn the French managed to fight their way out of the tr~p, the 

. lo~es were very heavy • 
....::.--/ 
" 8 May-2l Jul 

Geneva Conference Qn Indochina. The delegates were from Great Britain 
and the USSR (joint chairmen), France, the United States, Communist 
China, Cambodia, Laos, and~t~~~, and the Vietminh regime. 
Agreements were signed on(~ul~and the main provisions concerning 
Vietnam were msxt~~ that· (l) Vietnam was to be partitioned 
along the 17th parallel into North 'and South Vietnam, (2) regulations 
were imposed on foreign military bases and personnel and on increased 
armaments, (3) countrywide elections, leading t~e reunification 
of North and ~outh Vietnam, were to be held by ~uly~1956 an~~.~ , 
(4) an International Control Commission (IE6')(t0 beestabl!ts~ed to ;;(.i£~~ 
super~ise the implemen~ation of the Agreements. The United. States /~.i£ ~~, 
and V1etnam were not s1gnatories to the Agreements. The Un1ted ' 
States issued a unilateral declaration stating that it (I) "will 
refrain from the threat or the use of force to disturb" the Geneva 
Agreem~nts, (2) "would v~ew any' renewal-;~9f th:~, ~~gF~essi~E ~~n 
violat1on of the aforesaldagre~ wIth grave concern ancr~a5'~'-­
seriously threatening interna 10na peace and security," and (3) 
"shall continue to seek to achieve unity through free elections 
supervised by the UN to insure that they are conducted fairly." 

~~ ~ 
Ngo Dinh Diem was appointed premier of ARe public of Vietnam~ao Dai. 

15 Jun 

29 Jun 

The French began the evacuation of Red River ports. 

21 Ju1 . g 

'I'he Geneva accords were signed ending the Indochina War. 

2 Aug 

LtCol Victor J. Croizat, USMC, became the first U. S. Marine to 
work with the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG) in Saigon. 
This activity was responsible for planning and administering 
US military assistance to the French forces combatting Ho Chi Minh's 
Communists. When the French were defeated in 1954, the aid was 
given to the armed forces opposing Ho. As Senior Marine Advisor, 
LtCol C~oizat advised the Commandan t J Vietnamese Marine Corp 0.n "Vi 
all Marlne matters.CUl ~ _~'VI~ 

g &J)fJY 
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17-1~-

12..2lI: (Conti nued) 

The United States began evacuation of nearly 200,000 refugees from 
the Hanoi and Haiphong areas to South Vietnam~ 

ill Aug 

General Paul Ely, French High Commissioner for Indochina stat~that 
France was unequivocally committed to support the South Vietnamese 
government as the legal government in Vietnam and to grant it total 
independence. 

16 Sep 

South Vietnam's independence was established as France turned over 
to the Diem government control of the police, justice and security 
departments, public utilities, and civil aviation. 

25 Sep 

Diem reorganized his cabinet, to include Cao Dai and Hoa Hao lead­
ers. 

Oct 

The National Revolutionary MOvement, a mass political party in 
::iouth Vietnam, \Wfounded. 

11 Oct 

The~~B~ Vietminh regime formally assumed control of Hanoi 
and North Vietnam. 

24 Oct 

President Eisenhower in a letter to Premier Di~m of South Vietnam 
stated that American assistance would be given thereafter not through 
the French authorities, but directly to the ~~vernment of South 
Vietnam. The letter also sai.o. that the U.S. /f'overnment "expects 
this aid will be met by ••• uncfi'taking needed reforms. tI 

f\ 

8 Nov \ •. 5' 
Gen~llins,U:nlKXtUiiHJ Pre;~-senhowert s special Ambassador 
to South Vietnam, arrived in Saigon to strengthen~ie~'s position. ~ 
U.S. aid enabled Diem's government to commenceK!irge-s~ progr~ 
for resettlement of 900,000 refugees from the north. ~ ('Je\ ~;J.\'('t\ 

Nov 

Resettlement of almost one million refugees from the North was 
und ertaken. 
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1 Jan 

United States began direct assistance to South Vi etnal!l , on the basis 
of the existing pentalateral agreement of December 1950, for the 
support of the Vietnamese armed forces. 

Feb 

Several clashe~ccurred 
of the Hoa Hao~ct. 

between the South Vietnamese Army and members 

7 
5 Feb 

Premier Diem decreed the first of a series of land reform programs. 

11 Feb 

Diem succeeded in taking control of the Vietnamese armed forces from 
the French. 

12 Feb 
~, 

U. S. 'Gen. John W. Of Daniel, ,Chief of U. S. Mission to South Vietnam, 
took over responsibility from the French for training the South 
Vietnamese ArIJIY. 

19 Feb 

The Southeast Asia Collective Defense Treaty (SEATO)- -':-with its 
protocol covering Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos-~ame into force. 

1 Mar 

U. S. Secretary of State Dulles arrived in Saigon. 

r; Mar ~ 
United States and South Vietnam signe ~n agreement which supplem­
ented the existing economic cooperation greement of Septlmaee 1951. 

~ 
29 Mar 

An armed revolt was beggn in Saigon by the Binh Xuyen political­
bandit group, spreading ultimately into large-scale dissidence in 
the southern provinces with the participation of elements of the 
Cao Dai and Hoa Hao religious sects. 

31 Mar 

"0 A French-North Vietnamese agreement provided for a North Vietnamese 
Liaison Mission to the International Control Commission to operate 
in South Vietnam. 
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!ill (Continued) 
\ \ ~ ~'r--
The South Vietnamese lovernment appealed to the UN against the 
North Vietnamese Communists, who, in violation of the Geneva 
Agreements, were preventing northerners from migrating to South 
Vietnam. 

28 Apr 

A showdown occurred between Bao Dai and Ngo Dinh Diem. Bao Dai 
ordered Diem to go to !I·rance. Diem refused, and supported by a # 
Revolutionary Committee that mobilized support of his gpvernmen~ 

l~struggle to oust the Binh Xuyen. He demandedrremoval of 
1)'4 .wao Da~ as Chief of' State and the withdrawal of all French troops. 

9-11 May 

10 May 

resulted in 
area, 

Premier Diem formed a new cabinet composed largely of his own 
followers. 

13 May 

The French evacuated Haiphong. 

16 May 

J~ 'rime limit 
from North 
20 July. 

6 J1in 

given b~eneva Agreement for the 
to South Vietnam (and vice versa) 

exodus of refugees 
was extended to 

North Vietnamese government demanded talks, in accordance with~ 
Geneva Agreemen~ to prepare the elections in July 1956 to unify 
Vietnam. 

July 

Communists initiated the first overt propaganda moves in South 
Vietnam by distributing literature signed by North Vietnam's 
"National United Front." ' 

1 Ju1 

Two U. S. helicopters thwarted Vietcong gue~llas from carrying 
:-~. out a successful attack on a 36-truck Vietnamese convoy Bound from 

Quinhon, 250 miles from Saigon, for II 60rps headquarters at Pleiku. 
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lli2. (Continued) 

1 Jul 

The French formally relinquished command authority over the Viet­
namese Navy. 

7 Jul 

French formally transfered the Nha Trang air base to Vietnamese 
control. 

7 Ju1 

Red China announced agreement to aid North Vietnam. 
'( rr/ 

16 Jul ~ rvti er' 
Diem declared that South Vietnam, which did not sign the Geneva 
Agreements, would not participate' . n general ele ctions unless 
assured that the elections would be genuinely free in the North 
as well as in the South. 

18 Jul 

The USSR announced an aid agreement with the Hanoi government • 

. :~10 Aug 

\ij
'f'south Vietnam rejected for the third time Hanoi demands for general 

lections to unify Vietnam on grounds that the populace in the 
n rth would not be able to vote freely and that falsified votes -r.h~~f 

auld override votes in the~Uth. 

16 Aug 1 

The last F~ench Hign Commissioner for Vietnam departed. 

Oct 

The Binh Xuyen was defeated as an organized armed insurgent force. 

>( 23 Oct . 

'-(.-A national referendum deposed Bao Dai, former emperor and since~ 
-~i) 1949, Head of State of Vietnam. Ninety-eight percent of the vote~~ 

~xpressed preference for Premier Diem. 

26 Oct 

A RepUblic was proclaimed by Ngo Dinh Diem who became the first 
President of uouth Vietnam. 

5 Dec 

President Diem decreed a new Vietnamese nationality law. 
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~ (Continued1 

30 Dec 

A ,rlovernment plan for the resettlement of 100,000 refugees from 
II N<?r-thYietnam;(.!!Jls published. "The Government will induce 

\''f\ Tandloras ~tt)~W contracts with refugee tenants, and if the land­
'I.,'s;\ lor ds refuse to sign, the Government will take over the contracts 
:,~'\ on behalf of the refugees." 

1956 

Jan 
. ~~ If.~ 1 

South Vietnamese I.rmy units~o~cupied Tay Ninh,~principal Cao Dai a~~\J., 
political center, . to break-up of the organize<;\Q~~ Dai ~'),l~r:''';''''' 
armed insurgency. 'I fgreement with Cao Dai Ie aders on Cl:ebru~~g) reG 0 Ij 
legalized Gao Dai religious practices and forb~e its politicar­
activities as a religious sect. 

'12 Feb ~ 

Tran Van Soai, leader of an important Hoa Hao faction, surrendered, 
Ba Cut, another principal Hoa Hao leader, was captured on 13 Apr~ 

rv41i?1f"~ilg to a break-up of organized Hoa Hao armed insurgency-.~' 

23 Feb 

North Vietnam called {or a new meeting of the participants of the 
Geneva Conference. No~h Vietnam accused South Vietnam of violating 
the Agreement by refusing to participate in all-Vietnam elections 
and by preparing separate elections in South Vietnam. 

4 Mar 

General elections for South Vietnam's first National Constituent 
Assembly~ resulted in the victory of the National Revolutionary 
Movement and other political parties supporting President Diem. 

22 Mar 

A French-Vietnamese agreement for wi~hdriawal of the remaining 
French expeditionary forces was Signed. June 1956 

6 Apr 

The South Vietnamese tovernment announced it would continue to X 
cooperate with the International Control Commission and reiterated 
its position of support,on Vietnam-wide elections at such time as 
conditions in North Vietnam permitted genuinely free voting. 

28 Apr 

The French Military High Command in Vietnam was dissolved. 
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1.2.iQ (Continue d) 

4 Jul 

The Constituent Assembly of South Vietnam approved unanimously a 
draft constitu~tion providing for a strong executive with safe­
guards for individual citizens. The President, whose term of 
office was 5 years, had veto power over all legislation of the 
unicameral parliament and could rule by decree when the National 
Assembly {elected for 4 years} was not in session. 

6 Jul 

U. S. Vice President Richard Nixon visited Vietnam, and gave President 
Diem a letter in which President Eisenhower declared he was looking 
forward to many years of partnership between the two countries. As 
guest speaker before th~ Constitutent Assembly, Nixon declared 
that "the militan t marc'lof communism has been halted." 

30 Jul 

The Vietnamese Liaison Mission to the International contro 
Commission was established prep~~ory ~o" . .th.e transfer of functions. 
from the French Liaison MiSSioni' 1!J.jJjli4j"lf~ 

21 Aug 

President Diem issued a decree regulating the status of Chinese fl 
born in Vietnam. The decree declared them to be Vietnamese citizen~~MltX 
those who refused to accept their new status were to leave the 
country. 

14 Sep 

President Diem reshuffled his cabinet. 

19 Sep 

French Air Force officially transfered the Tourane air base to 
Vietnamese control. 

26 Oct 

~ lonstitution for South Vietnam was adopted. A president~l decree 
1l aimed at breaking up large land holdings created dur~~gJfolonial 

period was promulgated. ~ 

16 Nov . 

Radio Hanoi ...QiFQwQU st.:s admitted peasant resistance and armed cIa shes 
in North Vietnam's Ngpe An province • 

.-r 
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Jan 

U. S. aid to South Vietnam was approximately a half billion dollars 
during 1955 and 1956, of which two-thirds was to build up and ~aiR-
1;-ain the armed forces. -Ne Fpefl:Qb. troops remained ;it' Jlietnam. 

3 Jan . 

The Int erna ~Ional Contr?l Commission, rep orted th,a t bet~een Dec! " 
1955 and Au~~1956 nelther North Vletnam nor South Vletnam ~ 
fulfilling~heir obligations under the 1954 armistice agreement. 

22 Feb 

A Cao Dai fanatic attempted the assassination of President Diem at 
a rural fair in Ban Me Thuot. 

5 Mar 

President Diem enunciated a new national investment policy. 

27 Mar 
/'"' 

The Asian People's Anti-Communist ~eague began its th~ird con­
ference in Saigon. Vietnam was established as the:s~e of the 
permanent secretariat. 

11 Apr 

Lucien Cannon, Chief of the Canadian Delegation to the 
International Control Gommission,was murdered. 

2 May 

A national military conscription program was decreed in South 
Vietnam. 

5-19 May 

President Diem visited the United States ~ addressed iiXJXJiJ 
a joint session of Congres •. on~9 May. In a't1oint communique 
issued 11 May, President Eisenhower and President Diem declared that 
both. countries would work toward a flpeacef~l~nificationrr of Vietnam. 
ThtYfreiterated that it would ..eeflt1tu'Q help ·n@;; South Vietnam to stand 
firm against ;ommunism., ~' , 

~ May 

The legal deadline expired for Chinese persons born in Vietnam to 
exchange Chinese citizenship papes for Viet-mamese citizenship 
cards. 
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1957 (Continued) 

Jun 

The French naval and Air Force training mission was withdrawn from 
Vietnam. 

10 Jun 

The U. ~Export-Import Bank granted South Vietnam a $25 million 
loan fo e;conomic development. 

~~ 
25 Oct 

A 
The USS~R vetoed a resolution to admit South Vietnam to the u.~. 

27 Oct 
I~ 
~ MAAG and USIS installations in Saigon 
personnel were injured in the incident. 

~ 
were bombed. ~. n 

~(,~ 
15 Nov IJ I/Vv 

~
.V.N. 

The -Ufii.t.ed Nations- Secretary-General announced a plan for the 
development of the Mekong River basin, which was to be carried out 
in cooperation with Thailand), Laos, Cambodia, and South Vietnaw, 
assisted by·the U~. Economic 0ommission for Asia and the Far 
East (ECAFE). 

4 Jan 

A large C~mmunist guerrilla band attacked a plantation north of 
Saigon, reJecting a steady increase in Communist armed activity 
since mid-1957. 

20 Feb 

Fire swept the Gia Kiem refugee resettlement center leaving 20,000 
persons homeless. 

26 Feb 

President Diem announced cabinet changes. 

7 Mar 

Premier Pham Van-dong of North Vietnam fin a letter to President 
Diem of South Vietnam~ proposed a conf{rence of the tw08~overnments 
to discuss reduction of their respective armed forces. Diem 
rejected the proposal on 10 Mar~, 
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1.2.2.!l (Conti nue d) 

26 Apr 

President Diem distributed land ownership certificates to 
landless farmers. 

9 May 

1,8191 
Diem distributed more land to lan~ess farmers. 
percent of tenants became land ow ners. 

Approximately 35 

-~ 
17 May 

The North Vietnamese Liaison Mission to the International Control 
Commission was withdrawn from Saigon. 

25 Jun 

A Cambodian royal proclamation, alleged that South Vietnamese 
tl;'"oops "invaded" and occupied sekyeral Cambodian border villages~ 
accused South Vietnam of 19 case~ of violation of Cambodian 
territory since January 1957. The allegation was repudiated by 
the Foreign Minister of South Vietnam. 

5 Aug 

Ngo Dinh Nhu, brother of President Diem, went to Cambodia to try 
to settle the drawn-out border dispute. 

10 Aug 

~targe Communist guerrilla force attacked Tay Ninh. 

10 Sep J 1. 
France and South Vietnam Sig;~eement under whichVFrance ~ 
provide. aid for the Vietnam Government's agrarian reform program--
1,490 million francs to enable the government ~ South Vietnam 
to payl French owned' rice lands. 

\ \E0" 1 -
26 Dec l . . ' 

Premier Pharo Van-dong of North Vietnam proposed a conference to 
discuss limitation of military commitments and establishment of 
commercial and other exchanges between tne_,!lorth and the south. 

17 

UNCLASSIFIED 

DECLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

22 Apr 

The U. S. and South Vietnam 
cooperation for research in 

):3 May 

DECLASSIFIED 

1 
signed an agreem~ providing for 
the peaceful uses of atomic energy. 

Japan signed a World War Xl reparations and loan agreement with 
South Vietnam. 

11 Jun 

Laos and South Vietnam signed~series of agreements, on judiciary 
cooperation, commercial exchanges and payments, and border control. 

$ Jul 

Communist guerillas attacked the Vietnamese military base at 
Bien Hoa, killing and wounding several MAAG personnel. 

10 Jul 

I~elgian Conununist publication Red Fla~, Ho Chi M~nh, head of the 
North Vietnamese Cooununis t regime7'State flwe are bu\l.ding socialism 
in Vietnam, but we are building it in only one part of the country, 
while in the other part.~;we still have to direct and bring to a close 
the middle-class democratic and anti-imperialist revolution. If 

3 Aug 

Premier Prince Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia visited South Vietnam. 

30 Aug 

General elections. About 120 of 123 members elected were supporters 
of Diem. 

30 Oct 

Spokesman of the Vietnamese Army stated that~' a campaign against 
Communist guerrillas in the coUntry's southe ost region, the 
Camau peninsula, resulted in heavy guerrilla osses. 

Oct 

Guerrilla activity was on the rise. 
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lli.2. (Conti nue d) , 
The French Minister of Finance and ~e Vietnamese Vice President 
initialed lin Saigon~ agreements for the settlement of financial 
claims between the two countries and for a French loan of 7 billion 
(old) francs (about .l~ million),~r.>~ 
~arcredit of l~pillion (old) france {about $22 million} for the 
purchase by South Vietnam of capital equipment. 

Jan 

A Communist guerrilla band attack~~ietnamese army installation in 
Tay Ninh. 

Mar 

~ommunist guerrilla force attack~~prosarium in Bien Hoa province. 

~4 Mar 

France and South Vietnam signed an agreement on outstanding fin­
ancial and property issues 'and on trade relations. 

17 Apr 

North Vietnam protested to the chairmen of the 1954 Geneva Conference 
(Britain and the USSR) against a ttformidable" increase of personnel 
in the American Military Assistance and Advisory' roup in South 
Vietnam; and accused the U. S. of turning South "etnam inoo "a U.S. 
military base for the preparation of a new war. w 

27 Apr 

CINCPAC submitted a study on combatting insurgency in ~outh Vietnam 
and recommended a Vietname~a~~ emergency organization and a 
coordinated national plan. ~ ~ 

30 Apr 

An opposition group of 18, calling themselves the Committee for 
Progress and Liberty, sent a letter to President Diem demanding 
drastic economiC, administrative, and military reforms. 

2 Jl{ay 

CHMAAG was authorized to detail advisers to the level of armored, 
artillery and separate Marine Battalions. ($) 

5 May 

U. S. announced that at the request of the Government of South 
Vietnam~ the U. S. l~AG would be increased by the end of 1960 
from 32r to 685 members. SECRET 
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1960 (Continued) 

30 May 

U. S. Special b'orces teams arrived in South Vietnam to 
training. 

3 Jun 

1 
conduct 

U. S. Development Loan Fund approved a $9,700,000 loan to South 
Vietnam for the purchase of diesel locomotives and railway cars 
in the U. S. 

IS Jun 

The government announced that the Governor of Vifh Kong province 
and his driver were assassinated and a bodyguard:wounded by !ommunist 
terrorists. 

26 Jun 

The government announced that South Vietnamese troops killed 34 EOi 
Gommunist rebels in a battle along the Cambodian border on 22 Ju~: 

2S Jun 
,~ 

The South Vietnamese Defense Ministry announced that ~overnment troops 
killed 41 Communist guerrillas and lost two soldiers in a clash west 
of Saigon. 

29 Jun 
~ 

Communist guerrillas amhshed and killed the inspector of South 
Vietnam's youth and sp~~ts organizations. "Each month, from 250 
to 300 government officials are murdered by Red guerrillas ••• South 
Vietnam is clearly the target of a new Communist offensive ••• " 
(~Ute, 7-l:l:-6e~ .)..A.wtL--
]0 Jun 

CINCPAC submitted a~aft plan for counterinsurgency operations by 
the 'Rovernment of South Vietnam. 

~ 
16 Jul 

The Vietnamese~vernment announced that in clashes with Communist 
guerrillas on 9 ~ul~, government troops kiillled 76, wounded at least 
100, and captured 2e. 

20 Jul 

A Vietnam National Assembly delegation left Saigon for a six -
w~ek visit to the United States. 
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29 Oct 
'1 

Twentysix Communi~sts ·were killed in an attack on a hospital in 
QlanggIhii Provine&<' 

2 Nov 

The Development Loan Fund announced the/signing of an agreement 
for a $17,500,00 loan to South Vietnami' .Iillian lOa for the V 
improvement and expansion of the water supply of the Saigon 
metropolitan area. 
~,?N9i 

10 Nov 

The South Vietnam'~overnment sent a letter to the International ~ -.~ 
Control Commission charging that Communist attacks in the Kontum- ~­
Pleiku area in October ll) involved regular army forces from Comm-
unist North Vietnam thlIrough Laos, ~2) constituted open aggression 
which was well prepared, commanded by high-ranking officers, 
and conducted by regular forc~s trained in North Vietnam, and 
(3) employed weapons made in North Vietnam and other Communist 
countries. 

11 Nov 

An attempted coup by rebel paratroopers who laid siege to Diem's 
palace fai led after arrival in Saigon the following day _,tDf troops 
loyal to Dim. Communists were unable to exp10it the situation. 
An estimated 200 soldiers and civilians were killed during 

~g~ 
""--- --.-.~ 

The U. S. State Department expressed satisfaction at the failure 
of the coup against President Diem and also hope that "his 
powers will be established on a wider basis with rapid 
implementation of radical reforms and energetic action against 
corruption-suspected elements." 

16 Nov ~ 

Diem's brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu, announced plans to appoint a ~ew~ 
government and intro~uce a far-reaching reform program base~ 
reports of the Ford foundation and a French ~tudy group. 

5 
22 Nov 

A Diem decree transferred the Civil Guard frum Interior to 
Defense and attached the Self-Defense Corps to the Director General 
of Civil Guard. 

Sep-Dec 

The beginnings of the Central Intelligence Organization. The 
training Qf/rangers started in late months of 1960. 
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31 Jan 

CHMAAG was authorized by CINCPAC to detail advisers to battalion 
headquarteri level and to command posts at lower levels when 
required. (~) 

n6 F~adio Hanoi praised the establishmint of the "National Front 
for iberation of South Vietnam (NFLSV},~allegedly founded in Dec­
ember 1960. 

6 Feb 

Diem announced an administrative reform program. 

7 Feb 

President Diem announced that he would be a candidate for re­
election in the presidential elections to be held on 9 April. 

10 Mar 

The Communist-led newly formed National Front for the Liberation 
of South Vietnam announced that a guerrilla offensive against 
the government will be started to prevent the holding of the -=s 9-~1?Ili:r:t.lpvyiQ~El.. fhe "National Fr.~ont" also declared that it "'<; 

e-/ec.;'hO'l t w~fight with every means the "di torial regime set up by -
the Americans," that it st~odl for t e "peaceful reunification 
of the country. t~ 

o#P 
24 Mar 

The South Vietnamese government ordered all enlisted reserves 
into active service by 16 April. 

27 Mar 

Cambodian and South Vietnamese representatives reached agreement 
in Pnom Penh, Cambodia, on settling the Cambodian refugee 
problem which had strained relations betwefj~~he two countries. 
Large numbers of Cambodians who settled in ietnam crossed~ 
into Cambodia during the ,past weeks compla ing that both 
¢ommunist guerrillas and ~overnnent forces ~ committed 
atrocities against them. ~ na6l 
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3 Apr 

U. S. and South Vietnam signed a Treaty of Amity and Economic 
Relations in Saigon. 

4 Apr 

Diem appealed to the International Control Commission to make 
an "immediate and energetic investigation" of growing Communis t 
terrorism and subversion in South Vietnam. 

6 Apr 

The government of South Vietnam announced details of nine 
engagements between government forces and Viet Cong guerrillas 
in widely separated areas. 

6 Apr 

President Diem and Vice President Tho were elected by an 
overwhelming majority in Vietnam's presidential elections. 

6 Apr ~ _ 

~. S. President John F.c;ennedY and British Prime Minister 
Harold Macmillan discus~~(according to press reports from 
Washington) the steps to be taken to prevent a deterioration 
of the situation in South Vietnam • 

7 Apr 

U. S. State Department 
inue strong support of 

May 

. J!. " -.-.-- ... - -.-W iJ. g ---~-.--

declared that s e i& determined to cont­
South Vietnam. 

Border patrol became major study problem. A squadron of 25 AD-6 
aircraft was delivered to South Vietnam. (S> 
4 May 

The chairman of U. S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Senator 
J. W. Fulbright, declared to the press that he would not oppose 
direct military intervention in South Vietnam and Thailand to 
counteract the threat of a Communist takeover in those countries. 
He also em~hasized that he was opposed to the U. ~~ becoming the -
primary defensive factor in Southeast Asia over a long time, and 
said that role should be up to India and Japan. 

1\ 

~ 
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5 May 

President Kennedy at a press conference declared that cons­
idertation was being given to the use of U. s. forcesJif 
necessary, to help South Vietnam. 

10 May 

U. S. Ambassador F. E. Nolting presented his credentials to 
Pre'sident Diem. 

12 May 

Vice President Johnson met with Diem who did not wanl U. S. 
combat troops but desired an increase in the MAAG. (~) 

13 May 

Additional U. S. military and economic aid was announced by 
joint communique. 

20 May 

The State Department transmitted to CINCPAC a 30-point + 
"Presidential Program" alll!.ive.4 at stiffening South Vietnamese 
resistance. (Q) a..tMeti 
20 May 

nnxJW[XI:iliXUlUSOX~ ) 
As of this ~eAMAAG had been held to a strength:. 'i ~f5", (5 

29 May 

President Diem reorganizethis cabinet. 

12 Jun ~ ~~ 
Communist Chinese Prem;er C~1\IEn-1ai and No~th Vietnamese 
Premier Phan Van-dong ~in ~ on a visit11 accused the 
United States of aggr~ssion and intervention in South Vietnam. 

19 Jun Ifjla: 

A crash program to bolster the internal security of South Vietnam 
was agreed upon between the government of Vietnam and a group of 
U. S. financial, economic,and military experts. 

29 Jun 

The International Control commission decided it was competent 
to investigate North and South Vietnamese complaints of violation 
of the agreement on Vietnamese partition. 
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Aug 

Vietnamese special forces were increased to 805 from the May 
figure of 305. (S) 

1-4 Sep 

A series of attacks were staged by Communist guerrillas in 
Kontum province. An Army Command communique stated that 
during the month of August there were 41 engagements between ~iI 
government f~ces and Communist rebels. 

17 Sep 

A B''ritish advisory mission on administrative and policy matters, 
headed by R. G. K. Thompson, former Permanent Defense Secretary 
in Malaya, left for South Vietnam. 

18 Sep 

Communist forces estimated at 1,500 men attacked and seized the 
capital of Phuoc Thanh province, only 60 miles from Saigon. 

25 Sep 

President Kennedy before U. N. General iissembly said that "the 
smoldering coals of war in Southeast:, Asia" are a threat to 
peace. 

1 Oct 

/'/~Felt, at a SEATO meeting in Bangkok, said there was n~ 
~diate prospect of using U. S. troops to stop the Communist 

advance in Southeast Asia, but indicated that among the plans 
evolved for "every eventualityll some called for the use of 
U. S. troops. 

2 Oct 

Presiden t Diem declared at the opening of the National Assembly's 
budgetary session: "It is no longer a guerrilla war but one 
waged by an enemy who attacks us with regular units fully and 
heavily equipped and who seeks a strategic decision in Southeast 
Asia in conformity with the orders of the l.Iommunist international." 
The President also said that the U. S. committee headed by Dr. 
~gene Staley recommended an increase in aid both for military 
measures and for economic and social development. 

26 
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11 Oct 

President Kennedy announced at a news conference that he was 
sending General .fil1axwel:l D. Taylor, his military advi ser, to j 
South Vietnam to investigate ~1~ the military situation ~ 
and to report on it to him personally. 

18 Oct 

General Taylor arrived Saigon. 

19 Oct ~.,' 

Diem proclaimed a state of emergency • . 
24 Oct 

South Vietnam made formal charges of ~ression against North 
Vietnam and demanded that the International ~ontrol Commission 
carry out an investigation of the leading role of North 
Vietnamese authorities in direct aggression aimed at conquering 
the South. 

28 Oct 

The South Vietnamese government announced that 
Vietnamese troops clashed in An Giang province 
where Cambodian troopsAcrossed into Vietnamese 

~~ Oct 

Cambodi"an and South 
in the border region 
territory. 

By end of this month, mobile search and height finder radars 
and supporting communications were operating at Tan Son Nhut. (S) 

8 Nov 

CHMAAG submitted a plan for using rangers on border patrol. (S) 

16 Nov 

Following closely the r~mmendations in General Taylor's report, 
President Kennedy, with the approval of the National Security 
~ouncil, decided to bolster South Vietnam's military strength, 
but not to commit U. S. combat forces at this time. 
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17 Nov 

Secretary of State Rusk called on the International Control 
Commission to l~ok into the "determined and ruthe1ess" Communist 
campaign to overthrow the So~th Vietnamese government. 

20 Nov 

Discussions were held between U. S. Ambassador Nolting and 
President Diem on measures to be taken by both governments to 
implement General 'l'ay10r's report on South Vietnam and on 
possible reforms in the Diem administration. 

The first contingent of U. S. military personnel--400 Army per­
sonnel with two helicopter companies--arrived in South Vietnam. 

12 Dec 

The International Control Co~ission in emergency session since r~ 
arrival in Saigon of 33~teli~ters, considered dissoving ~ i~( 

--eomrB~tee in view of U. S. help to South Vietnam. 

15 Dec 

President Kennedy pledged increased aid to South Vietna~. 

16 Dec 

~. SECDER Conference, CHMAAG estimated that one fourth of the 
~~uth Vietnamese population supported the Communists and that 

another one fourth w~ on the fence. The Secretary of Defense 
stated that Jungle i (already in place) was cleared to 
operate. (8) 

Dec 

Diem was not enthusiastic~about the outline plan for systematic ~~ 
action against tbe Viet Cong because he was still reluctant to 
delegate much authority and control of forces to his commanders, ' 
MAAG authorized strength at end of year was over 4,000. Army 
fixed wing company and headquarters, Signal and maintenance units 
were in place. (S) 

1962 

3 Jan 

Sixteen C-123 aircraft were made available for combat airlift 
support in South Vietnam. (Operation Mule Train). (S) 
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4 Jan 

A joint U. S.-South Vietnamese communique announced a "broad 
economic and social program (to raise living standards), ••• 
an intensification and expansion of efforts already made for the 
same purpos e during the last two years ••• Measures to strengtr:en 
South Vietnam's defense in the military field are being taken 
simultaneously.;{ 'f--~ . 

8 Jan fJ 

Inauguration of the National Economic Gounail to ad~~se the Sou~ 
Vietnamese government. MiGl" 3' I' • '~ ~ ~~. ~ ~ . 

9:;/ 
An increase in the ~outh Vietnam Army ~ 170,000 to 200,000,< V C.v.1 I' 
15 Jan 

Two U. S. helicopter companies arrived in South:. Vietnam. 

20 Jan 

CINCPAC authorized MAAG advisers to go into the field with 
units they were advising. (S) 

~~ 

~,. ~~.t;jJ 
again~iet C~ 

Jan 

The press reported military activities 
ing up. 

Feb 

American troops in Vietnam were authorized to flshoot first~" 

7 Feb 

Two U. S. Army air support companies totaling 300 men arrived 
in Saigon, increasing (according to the NYTimes) the total of 
U. S. military personnel in South Vietnam to 4,000. 

9 Feb 

MAAG Vietn~perseded by U. S. Military Assistance Command 
(US~~CV) headed by General Paul D. Harkins. 

r r, 
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13 Feb 

General Paul u. Harkin~\(arrived in Saigon as COMUSMACV. 
. t , 

19 Feb 

S~~D~~ McNamara pointed out in~ressfstatement that the 
struggle in Vietnam was not fUll-scale warfare but guerrilla 
warfare. 

24 Feb 
k 

Pe~ing Radio broadcast d~~ands for witharawal of U. S. personnel 
and equipment saying that~anger of war in South Vietnam was 
serious. This was followed up two days later by Soviet U. N. 
Ambassador Zorin cJl.;Yj:J'~ at a press conference that :the Amerie an s 
were getting bogged down. 

27 Feb 

~d. 0 fighter planes, piloted by members of the South Vietnam ~ 
<1~ ir Force, bombed and stRafed the Presiden tial Palace in SaigPl.l.l V 

- or 25 minutes. President Diem and his ·staff were not injured. 

7 Mar 

U. S. Operations Mission Director ArthUr Z. Gardiner disclosed 
that the U. S. will spend $200,000,000 to support South Vietnam's 
economy and~help raise living standards in 1962 • 

.'f5 
10 Mar. _ ~ t-/ 

Washington announced that American pilots were flying combat 
missions in Vietnam. 

22 Mar tJ-U ~ ---___________ _ 
Ii ~~ 1/. 

The fi!C. t clear. and-bold operation got underway in Binh 
Duong ,~hlt& p. 
27 Mar 

Rules of engagement were issued for engaging and destroying h 
hOS~hiCh might appear over South Vietnam. (S) 

2 Apr 

South Vietn~m signed an agreement with ESSO for bulding an oil 
refinery.~~ommunique stated the new refinery would permit 
South Vietnam to save $2.5 million in foreign currencies. 
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President Diem officially launched the Strategic Hamlet Program, 
aimed at re~oval of guerrilla control over the civilian population. 

9 Apr 

The leading elements of Marine Task Unit '-.5 (8HUFLY) landed 
at Soc Trang airstrip in the Mekong Rive .. ~ ta to aid South 
Vietnamese operations in the Mekong Delta. egion. Combat support 
assault missions comprised the bulk of the helicopter effort 
in the Delta. In addition, evacuation, reconnaissance, liaison, 
logistic, and administrative fIghts were made througPout the 
summer monsoon season. (8) 

15 Apr 

HMM-362 (Rein), with 24 UH-34D helicopters and 3 
aircraft arrived at the Soc Trang airstrip. (S) 

16 Apr 

g: 
0-lB obseration 

~,I\ 

Brit~ rejected the ~oviet proposal that Brit~1n and the USSR 
jointly as co-chairmen of the 1954 Geneva:.Conference, call on 
the U. ~. to stop intervening in South: Vietnam. Britain asked the 
US~ to join in~ppea1 to North Vietna~ to desist from 
subversive activlties in the South. 

20 Apr 

The National Assembly pledged full support to President Diem's 
plan to establish thousands of "str.ategic hamlets" in the 
Communis~infested Mekong pe1ta during the current year. 

,q' 3 
22 ApJ1f-3l Dec. i q l. - ~ tJ\ I 
While operating in the Mekong Delta and in the northernJlountains, 
the Marine task unit/element flew 32,357 helicopter hqurs, 
utilizing 500 Marines and 24 helicopters, The he1ico~rs averaged 
about 1,600 hours and 2,600 sorties per month, and lifted an 
average of 7,300 passengers, 3,000 combat troops, 500,000 pounds 
of cargo, and 140 evacuees per month. The three O-lB aircraft 
flew 4,267 hours and the C-l17D 1,516 hours, tSHUFLY had logged 
38,140 hours flight time. (8), Cf~~,/; ~ ftt"3, 

22 Apr 

HMM-362 performed its first combat support mission in South 
Vietnam, a coordinated troop lift with the Army's 57th Helicopter 
~ompany in support of the Vietnamese 7th Division at My Tho. 
HMM-362 lifted 399 troops from the Leading ~oint to the landing 
zones in 29 sorties. (S) 

22-23 Apr 

HMM-362 evacuated a U. S. Army adviser from the town of Vinh Long 
and 57 personnel from an outpost south of Ca Mau. A company 
of Vietnamese Marines was l~fted to the outpost for security 
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22-23 Apr (Cont.) 

while the evacuation was in progress. (8) 

24 Apr 
fYl d !2ll1.-( 

16 ~ helicopters lifted 591 troops into eight landing zones 
along two canalS;in the 21st Division area west of Can Tho, a town 
33 miles northwest of Soc Trang, in an operation against a 
group of Vietr;Cong • (3) 

26 Apr 

UI<R1r~eign Minister Vu Van Mau accused the Polish team on the 
International Control c.:ommission of "acting more like a Communist 
delegation than a neutral body," and said the governmen~ ~ 
considering boycotting the delegation. 

I May 

A Marine airlift utilizin~ 24~ helicopters landed 281 troops in 
six zones near Can Tho. (3) . 

2 May 

16 HU8 and l-OE lifted 432 troops 30 miles northwest of My Tho 
in a combined maneuver with the Army. (8) 

9 May 

At a meeting of the ANZU8 (Australia-New Zealand - U.S. defense 
pact) Council in Canberra, Australia, ~ U. S. Secretary of 
State Rusk appealed for "a helping handY! in South Vietnam. 

9 May 

Heavy Viet Cong ground fire hit nine Marine helicopters during 
a landing at Cai Ngay. (S) 

19 May 

Nineteen Marine helicopters lifted 584 troops in three waves from 
Can Tho airfield and foun HUS evacuated 36 seriously wounded 
troops to Soc Trang. (8) 

22 May 

President 5(iem promulgated 
prohibited all dancing and 
and "unnatural met rods" of 

the Protection of Morality Law, which 
beauty contests, Brid .. Jnade prostitu~tion 
birth control illegal. 
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23 May 

HMM-362 performed its first night evacuation when two HUS trans­
ported two Vietnamese officers from a position about 30 miles 
soutwest of Saigon to Saigon. (S) 

c_ u IIP~°"1 
~ 0111 /l1(!11. '-"0 
\#.Oof' 

25 May 

CINCPAC deployed the 777th ~ making a total 
South Vietnam. (S) 

of 36 C-123s in 

25 May 

Canadian and Indian members of the International eontro1 Commission 
for Vietnam found North Vietnam guilty of subversion and covert 
aggression against South Vietnam.~oli$h delegation rejected 
the charge. 

28 May 
D 

President ~iem refused a roposa1 that $1.5 million be set 
aside for direct ~mRe~r~i-c-an' for emergency counter-insurgency 
projects. 

18 Jun 

The International Control Commission investigated charges that 
South' Vietnamese forces had violated the Cambodian border. 
Results were indecisive. 

23 Jun 

North Vietnam's Central Committee of the National Liberation Front 
ordered intensified attacks against the strategic ham~lets in 
South Vie tnam. 

26 Jun 

South Vietnam's National Assembly voted to extend its term of 
office by 1 year, to August 1963. The explanation given was 
that it was then impossible to hold elections because they 
would tie down troops needed against the Communist guerrillas. 

2 Ju1 

The fourteen-nation Geneva Conference on Laos reconvened, and on 
23 July the Foreign Ministers of the nations signed a declaration 
on the neutrality of Laos. 

6 Ju1 

U. S. Secretary of Defense McNamara declared that, while a final 
victory over the Communists in South Vietnam was year~away, he 
was encouraged by the increased effectiveness of UJ., S. aid to " 
SO\l.th:i Vie tnamese force s. . 
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10 Jul 

Nineteen Marine helicopters lifted 968 troops to landing zones 
in the Ca Mau area. (S) 

12 Jul 

~ J6tal Marine strength in Vietnam was 648. 

17 Jul 

Leader of the Communist-run Vietnam National Liberation Front, 
Nguyen Van Hieu (~in MoscoW for a World Peace Congress) called 
for the neutralization of fiJouth'.Vietnam similar to the l4-nation 
agreement on the neutrality of Laos. 

20 Jul 

Seventeen Marine~ helicopters executed the first complete 
helicopter assault in South;~Vietnam during tbe hours of darkness. 
192 troops were lifted from Ben Tre to the first objective, 
148 from Moe Hoa to the second Objective, and 154 troops landed 
35 miles northeast of Moc Hoa. (S) 

23 Jul 

Leading elemnts of HMM-163 began to arrive at Soc Trang to 
relie ve HMM-362; the turnover was completeEi in eight days. 

24 Jul f /. 

Aircraft and equipment were retained. (S) @, 
U. S. Secretary of Defense McNamara in Honolulu, Hawaii, confe ,ed 2)\fl 
wi th t~e commander of U. S. military forces in South,~ast Asia) , 
General Harkins, and U. S. Ambassador to South Vietnam Nolting. 

1 Aug 
JO 

H~~-163 relieved Hr~-362 which had flown 5,262 hours aR6 4,439 
sorties. (S) 

Aug 

During stepped-up operations against a Viet Cong offensive, H~~-
162 flew 2,543 hours, a record for a Marine squadron flying 
rot wing aircraft. (S) 

~ 
aid mission in Saigon diclosed that the Sou..thl1 Vie tnamese 

government had agreed to embark on a program of deficit financing 
to help pay for the struggle against the guerrillas. 
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25 Aug 

The U. S. announced that it would provide $10 million for emergency 
projects to help refugees in the guerrilla war. The press reported 
an improved promotion system for military officers. 

::.A:am Huy,Co, I~ i.d~f =:::ee Democratic Party, ,/ 
announced in 'fokYOl~~~t he had been clandestinely in South 
Vietnam and that a meeting of the opposition to the Diem govemment 
had been held on a junk off the coast of South Vietnam. The 
meeting appo$nted a 30-member National Council of the Revolution 
to head the anti-Communist, anti-Diem movement. 

Sep 

South Vie tnamese successes forced Ho Chi Minh to chang.e his 
timetable. In 1959, he had predicted defeat of South Vietnam 
in one yea~ Recently revised estimates r~ised the goal from 
15 to 20 years. 

11 Sep 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk of Cambodia warned that if South Vietnam 
undertook more incursions into Cambodian territory, he would 
break off diplomatic relations with South Vietnam an~establish 
diplomatic relations with Communist North Vietnam. ~I\ 

12 Sep 

General Taylor, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, visited 
the Central Highland of South Vietnam where mountain peasants 
(montagnards) were being trained by the U. S. Special Forces 
to fight the Viet Cong. . 

15 Sep-21 Sep 

The Marine task unit (SHUFLY) moved north to Danang, less than 
90 miles from the North Vietnam border, to operate in support 
of tte Vietnamese I Corps. Logistic resupply of mountain 
outposts became the primary mission. (S) 

IS Sep 

Fourteen Ma.rine UH-34D helicopters of ~ departed Danang on 
the first lx>mbat support troop lift in the north. 'fhey carried 
troops of t.he 21st Division, I Corp s, to two landing zones. (S) 

. ( . 
. -
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26 Sep 

Twenty-two helicopters lifted two comp~ies of Vietnamese 
special forces from Danang to tanding~one ALFA. This was 
the first time artillery was used to support a Marine helicopter 
operation in South Vietnam. (S) 

29 Sep 

Nineteen Marine helicopters lifted 230 troops into f.our landing 
zones in two waves. (S) 

3 Oct 

Diem warned the National Assembly that South Vietnam faced a 
long struggle ,against e~~ni~~ i~erialism. 

~o~;.} !J:::id7t{::~~ ... 
I.Pffe Mal iIteS 105 t 't;fibip <fi?:&t helicopter in South Vietnam. One 
UH-34D with maintenance and medical personnel aboard crashed 
15 miles southeast of Tam Ky. The crash was not the result 
of enemy action. (S) 

8 OCT 

The U. S. published American war casualties in South Vietnam: 
between 31 Dec 1961 and 1 Oct 1962, 46 Americans dead,,,,, 
.. tflJUf'l! 't51 56 Americ ans sick or injured. 

26 Oct 

The National Assembly extended by one year President Diem's 
emergency powers to rule by decree. 

Oct 

Aviator body armor for helicopter crews was procured and put 
into use by Marine )tquadrons. (s) 

3 Nov 

Eighteen helicopters lifted a total of 563 troops in three 
waves into a landing zone 28 miles southwest of Danang. (S) 

6 Nov 

TU 79.3.5 was redesignated Task Element (TE) 7~3.6, but the~~~ 
form of the organ ization remained the same. ~" Do..I!A.y;t;::f/tI 
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g Nov 

South Vietnam broke diplomatic relations with Laos as a result 
of Laos' establishment of diplomatic relations with North 
Vie tnam. 

6 Dec 

The ~outh Vietnamese government protested to the International 
Control Commission against the introduction of Chinese-made 
weapons and ammunition. A large cache was discovered by a patrol 
in the C-entra,l H1ghlands.of:Vietnan. 

g Dec 

President Diem signed a Reorganization of the ~rmy ActAcreated 
a fourth Army ~ area and made several changes in military 
command posts. \ 

12 Dec 
~OJ'-~S 

vl~r 
The South Vietnames~~announced plans to transfer provincial 
and district administration from military to civilian control. 

29 Dec 

The government in Saigon announced that 4,077 strategic hamlets 
be¥e been comvleted (of a total of ll,lg2 to be built) and that 
39% of South ietnam's population was then living in these 
communities. 

End 1962 

An i~tensive PKrogram of training and equipping the Vietnamese 
Air borce was well advanced. Communications and intelligence 
nets were in operation. The Tactical Air Vontrol ~ystem and 
airlift syste~improving. (S) 

(v{\(~ / ---------------
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2 Jan 

A Viet Cong guerrilla force estimated at 200 and armed with 
automatic weapons engaged in an all-day battle against 1,200 
government troops and inflicted heavy casualties at Ap Bac, in 
the Mekong River Delta 35 miles southwest of Saigon. 

2 Jan 

JCS approv ed aircraft aug)(mentation for FARJ.'VI GA'I'E (145 u. S. v--­
personnel and the Vietnamese Air Force performed operational missions 
and conducted training in night attacks, flare dropping, outpost 
air support, free fall resupply, and night area reconnaissanc~. (TS) 

4- Jan 
~ 

CINCPAC stated to JCS that he favored~introduction of jet aircraft 
into South Vietnam. (TS) 

1 ~an 

HMM-162 relie ved HJ.Vfi\![-163 which had flown 10,869 hours and 15,200 
sorties. (S) 

19 Jan 

Eighteen Marine helicopters lifted 299 troops into three landing 
zones 15-20 miles southwest of Danang. (s) 

19 Jan 

Two additional surgical teams arrived in South Vietnam to be 
located at Pleiku and Danang. (TS) '" 

20 Jan 

~ 
Press reports stated that a captured Viet Cong document (dated 
September 1962 and written by a senior Viet Cong official) out­
lined the future of the war in Vietnam as a long and difficult 

~-strugg1e. Reviewing the expansion of U. S. military assistance 
to South Vietnam within the last year, the document said that 
the U. S. was the Viet Gong's main enemy and that U. S. presence 
would drive many' uncommitted Vietnamese to the Communist side. 
The document fo~aw a negotiated settlement of the war pattetned ~ 
on the Laotian agreement and it stressed the importance of 
understanding so-called "transitional steps" to the achievement 
of victory. 

23 Jan ~ 
COlvIUSMACV informed CINCPAC that Laos and Cambodia border~~rol 
with South ~~~~nam remained ineffective. (TS) 
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26 Jan 

General Wheeler, Chief of Staff, USA, said "It will take a long, 
vigorous effort to turn the tide once and for all lt in the 
Vietnamese war. 

1 Feb 

CINCPAC directed COMUSMACV to set up a program and hold press 
conferences to improve relations with the press. (TS) 

1 Feb 

The inter-ministerial council for strategic hamlets approved ~ 
hamlet school plan to build ~OO new classrooms and train 
teachers. 

1 Feb 

U. S. Secretary of State Dean ltusk said (at a press conferenc e) 
that ther~.6. are "both pluses and minuses" in the U. s. aid program 
to South VJ..etnam and he added that "there is no more difficult, 
disagreeable and ~ustrating type of operation than those that 
are required to deal with guerrilla action supported from outside 
of a country, such as we find in that country." 

2 Feb 

Pham Huy Co, president of the National Council of the Vietnamese 
Revolution, claimed in Paris that his organization was the source 
of terrorist bombings which had occurred in Saigon and its suburbs 
since mid-January. He said the aim of these activities was to 
hasten the overthrow of the Diem government. 

16 Feb 
~ 

In the Times~of~Vietnam In editorial attacked/U. S. press and 
demanded U. • consid er ce'nsorship of American dispatches from .. 

outh ietnam, accused U. S. correspondents of helping Communist­
guerrillasJand of responsibility for the deaths of U. S. and 
Vietnames~ engaged in the war. 

16 Feb 
fJ,~ 

Rules of engagement for U. S. helicppters/eapanded. (S) 

19 Feb 

JCS approved the deployment to South Vietnam of the l14th Airmobile 
Company and the 330th Transportation Squadron. (TS) 
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21 Feb 

A supplemental Air Force Military Assistance Training Plan for 
Vietnam was approved at $1,435,670. (TS) 

24 Feb 

U. S. Senate study group, headed by Senate Majority Leader Mike 
Mansfieilld, submitted a report on Southeast Asia to the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. The report warned that the fight 
against Communist guerrillas in Vietnam was becoming an "American 
war" whictP was not justified by U. S. security interests and called 
for a "tbjrough reassessment of our over-all security requiremen ts ~~ 
on the Southeast Asian mainland." While expressing doubts concerning 
the results of $5 billion in U. S. aid to Southeast Asia since 1950, 
the report recommended "extreme caution ff in reducing military and 
economic assistance in this area. 

25 Feb 

General O'Donnell at Saigon said that the U. S. would not send 
jet fighter planes to Vietnam to help in the war against 60mmunist 
guerrillas. (TS) 

6 Mar 

The Vietnamese Navy 18ik over patrol of South 'ietnam's coast from 
the U. S. 7th fleet. 

9 Mar 

The Soviet defense minist~ry newspaper Red Star~ charged that 
"American interventionists have again used poison substance.f in .....-­
South Vietnam" reSUlting in the killing of hundreds of people. 
On the same day, U. S. Defense Department denied the Soviet 
charges. The chemicals then in use were described as "non-
toxic to humans when used in the prescribed manner, that is, sprayed 
on trees and under bushes in the open air." 

13 Mar 

JCS approved a CINCPAC recommendation that the strength of~Military vr 
Assistance Program supported forces be increased from 31,00 to 
36,000 for the Civil Guardx and from 80,000 to 104,000 for the vr 
Self Defense Force. (TS) 

13 Mar 

While guarding the crash site of an Army OV-l Mohawk, one Marine 
helicopter received three hits from Viet Cong fire. Three 
Marine~UH-34~s were called upon for close air support. This is ~ 
the first reported instance of UH-34~ providing close air support.(S) 
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8-10 Apr 

~. SEATO Ministerial Council meeting in Paris issued'/communique 
on lOJZfpril expressing "concern over the continuing and widening 
threats to the securityll of the treaty area. 

Sixteen Marine helicopters liTfted 435 Vietnamese troops in three 

13 Apr )< -pI\V 
waves in Landing Zones 1RA and ZULU. For the first time U. S. 
Army helicopters escortea the Marine transport aircraft. Subse­
quently, a detachment of six of the armed Army helicopters remained~ ) 
at Danang to provide ,escorts and support to the Marine taskce~emen~~5 

The Vietnam press reported that since 18 Feb [~cJ 3,448 Viet 
Cong rallied under the Chieu Hoi Program. 

D 
President ~iem proclaimed an amnesty program tChieu Hoi) for Viet 
Cong defectors. 

27 Apr 

In support of OPERATION BACK PHUONG ~..!.t. 21 Marine UH-34.D~~ ~otJIl/ 
down by Vie t Cong machine gunfire. ~ j, ... &f c~._ C!!i5.J' 

1 May 

Military operations within five kilometers of the Cambodian border 
¥ere permitted in South Vietnam. (TS) 

2 May 

JCS temporarily suspended herbicide operations in Vietnam. (TS) 

6 May 

Secretary McNamara at a conference in Hawaii stated that the 
training of Vietnamese Armed Forces was to be accelerated to 
build in-country capability and perm~lrelease of U. S. units. ~ 

,~,~~ 
7~ . V 
New guidelines for the use of herbicides were extabliShe~for 
defoliation and crop destruction in Vietnam. (TS) ~ 
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8 May ~ 

Riots erupted in~rthe~citY of Hue, form:r imperial ?apital, 
400 miles north of Saigon. 
a ~1-f1"oI~l.A;:m i 

. ~. Twelve persons wer killed, including some children. 
Buddhist leaders charged that government troops fired into the 
crowd, while government officials said that Communists were 
responsible for the explosion. 

9 1Jiay 

JCS lifted its 2 May suspension of herbicide operations. (TS) 

9 May 

South Vietnam concluded an agreement with the U. S. in which 
South Vietnam would finance the local cost ($17 million) of 
operating its strategic hamaet program and transportingU. S. 
economic and military equipment, food and other supplies to 
these settlements. 

11 May 

CINCPAC authorized conduct of I~YChOlOgiCal T~rfare missions for 
FARM G,cTE aircraft. ( TS) fa 

15 May 

Buddhist leaders presented a list of demands to President Diem. 

22 May 

President Kennedy said the U. S. "would withdraw troops, any 
number of troops, any time the government of South Vietnam 
would suggest it. The day after it was suggested, we would 
have some troops on the way home." 

The Department of Defense notified CINCPAC of the decision mot to 
introduce jets in South Vietnam'(lrS) 

3 Jun 

Buddhist demonstrations broke out in Hue. Martial law was 
swiftly imposed. 

5 Jun 

CINCPAC directed COWIUSllf.!ACV not to use U. S. owned aircraft to 
transport Vietnamese troops to controJjJBuddhist demonstrations 
in Hue. (T3) .~ 
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7 Jun 

President Diem ~in a broadcast) appe{)!2ed for calm and made a 
partial concession to Buddhist deman~ in that the government 
accepted responsibility for the incidents in Hue. 

8 Jun 

H~I-261 relieved HMM-162. (S) 

10 Jun 

General Harkins ordered U. S. military advisers not to report to 
Vietnamese units to which they were assigned if such units were 
use~ to quell Buddhist demonstrations. (f$) 

11 Jun 

A Buddhist monk committed suicide by burning himself to death 
with gasoline in front of the Cambodian legation. 

14 Jun 

Press reports stated that the U. S. had warned President fliem 
that unless he took immediate steps to alleviate Buddhist 
grievances the U. S. would publicly condemn the tr~tment they 
~ received. ti\ 

15 Jun 

A tentative agreement was reached between Buddhist leaders and 
representatives of President ~em to end alleged religious 
discrimination and meet Buddh1st demands. 

16 Jun 

Government troops used t~' tear gas, clubs, firearms, and barbed 
wire to suppress the ri0t n the largest anti-government riots ~ 
to date' - an greement between Buddhist leaders and 
the govemment4 f 5 L.----

<tl-tftouc;/I)!o.fl. ',o,-f 
27 Jun kt:i4 ~ 

President Kennedy announced the appointmnet of Henry Cabot 
,,1I1 ... LOdg.eJ Ambassador to South \tietnam, effective September 1963, 

v0~ to succeed Frederick Nolting • 

• .iI!I.iZ:- -
\~.A!!L'4UJi£lIW.'li'Q "Wf66~·.~~~~~'-;; 
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5 Jul 

The trial of nineten Vietnamese paratroopers, charged with leading 
a revolt. against the ~em government in November 1960) began in ~ 
Saigon.~Prosecutor accused former U. S. Embassy personnel of 
aiding the conspiracy to overthrowJ/regime. This was denied by 
the United States. ~~ 

7 Jul 

Nine correspondents for U. S. news services in South Vietn~, 
including seven American~were physically assaulted by secret 
policemen armed with rocks at the scene of a memorial service 
for a Buddhist monk who committed suicide on 11 June. 

9 Jul 

The trial of thd!ty-four civilians, including the leader of the ~ 
Free Democratic Part~opened before a military tribunal in Saigon~ 
Nguyen Tuong Tam, a Buddhist and a prominent author, scheduled to 
be tried, committed suicide by poison. 

11 .Jul 

U. S. Ambassador Nolting returned to South Vietnam after consultations 
in Washington and issued a statement assuring continued U. S.~:> 
support to President Diem and warned:::,that "unity of purpose and 
purpose in actionC must not be weakened by internal dissension. 1f v 

15 Jul 

The Buddhist supreme leader, in a letter ~ President Diem, 
charged the government with bad faith con~ning the agreement 
of 15 June and said that there had been "acts of a terrorist 
nature" against Buddhists throughout the country. 

17 Jul 

Armed policemen used clubs against 1,000 Buddhists protesting 
religiOUS discrimination in front of a pagoda in Saigon. 
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17 Ju1 

President Kenriedy said that the religious cr1S1S in South 
Vietnam was interfering with the war effort against the Viet Gong 
guerrillas and expressedshope that President Diem and Buddhist 
leaders would "reach an agreement on the civil dist~bances and ~-­
also in respect for the rights of others." 

18 Jul 
e 

President Diem asked Buddhist lea~s to meet with government 
officials and said that he had instructed a special committee 
to cooperate with Buddhists in implementing an earlier agreement 
and that all govennment officials had been instructed to cooperate 
actively in this effort. However, Buddhist leaders indicated an 
unwillingness to negotiate with government officials until 
certain conditions were fulfilled. 

23 Jul 

Militiamen, war veterans, and widows paraded through the streets 
of Saigon to demonstrate support ~or government policies in the 
Buddhist dispute. 

30 Jul 

Memorial services for Thich Quang Due who committed suicide to 
protest alleged persecution by the government were attended by 
thousands of Buddhists in Saigon, Hue and other cities. The peace­
ful demonstrations were staged without governement interference. 

1 Aug . j 
MmeX Ngo Dinh Nhu, sister-in-law of Presi~nt Diem, declared 
in an interview for televis ion: "The only thing that they 
[the Buddhists] have done ••• [is that they] 
have barbecued one of their monks whom th~ have intoxicated. 
And even that barbecuing was not even with self-sufficient means, 
because th~ used imp~ted gasoline. It 

3 Aug 

Ngo Dinh Nhu, brother of Presient Diem, said that if the dispute 
with the Buddhists was not settled "it will lead toward a coup 
d' etat" which would be anti-American, anti-Buddhist and against 
"weakness by the government-: . V 

4 Aug 

A young Buddhist monk suddenly ~olated himself during a hunger ~ 
strike at Phan Tiet. 
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11-18 Aug 

Marine helicopters flew 356 sorties, carried 1,008 passengers and 
107,340 pounds of cargo during this period. \S) 

15-18 Aug 

A large retrograde movement involving 1,300 South Vietnamese 
troops with 105mm artillery, equipment, ~d supplies was accomplished. 
This operation marked the first use of tlie Marine doctrine of " 
the Tactic 'r Controller (Airborne J~and an Air Liaison Officer 
(ALO) 0 F C orward Air Controller for ground-air coordina tion. (S) L 

17 Aug 

Forty-seven faculty members at the University of Hue resigned to 
protest Governmnet "indifference" in the Buddhist crisis and the 
dismissal of the university's rector. 

18-24 Aug 

Marine uH-34D helicopters flew 369 hours, 703 sorties, and carried 
l723 passengers and 42,312 pounds of cargo. No helicopters were rt,...-­

damaged during the period. (S) 

20 Aug 

Viet Cong guerrillas overran and burned 137 homes in the Ben Tuong 
strategic hamlet, 30 miles north of Saigon. It was the showplace 
of the strategic hamlet program. 

21 Aug 

Martial 1.a.w was proclaimed throughout South Vietnam by President 
Diem after hundreds of armed police and government troops raided the 
main Buddhist Xa Loi pagoda in Saigon. / 

22 Aug sutm/~ 

Foreign Minister Vu Van Mau, a BUddhiS~'-- . his resignation to V/ 

President Diem. Also on the same day,~~tnam's Ambassador ' 
to the U. S.JTran Van Chuong, father of Mme~ Ngo Dinh NhuJresigned. ~ 
Both resigned in disapproval of government policies toward Buddhists. 

23 Aug 

The U. S. State Department announced no Change in U. S. basic 
policy in prosecution ~war again~Viet Congo 
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Student demonstrations at Saigon University in opposition to 
the government dispersed before police arrived on the scene. 
But the following day there were direct clashes, and many 
students were jailed. 

24 Aug 

Diem declared to the press III trust in the Army, and in fact I 
maintain control over the situation." 

25 Aug ~ 

CINCPAC directed TG 76.5 to maneuver nearAVietnamese coast. (TS) 

26 Aug 

U. S. Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge presented his credentials to 
President Diem and conferred1 with him at a second meeting on the same 
day. 

26 Aug 

The U. S. State Department declared "Present information is that 
the top leadership of the Vietnamese Army was not aware of the 
plans to attack the pagodas, much less the brutal manner in 
which it was carried out." 

27 Aug 

Cambodia broke dimplomatic relations with South Vietnam but 
stated intentions to continue trade. 

28 Aug 

The JCS directed CINCPAC to prepare for evacuation of U. S. non-
combatants in South Vietnam. (TS) 

28 Aug 

CINCPAC cancelled all scheduled South Vietnam visit clearances. (TS) 

29 Aug 

CINCPAC had 36 C-130 and 11 KC-130 aircraft ~ ready for air 
evacuation of South Vietnamese non-combatants. (TS) 

29 Aug 

French President de Gaulle declared that France was able lito 
appreciate the role ttihe:sepe,0ple would be capasle of playing 
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in the current situation of Asia for its own progress and for the 
benefit of international understanding once it was able to exercise 
its activity in independence from foreign influence, in internal ~ 
peace and unity, and in concord with its neighborsf v 

30 Aug 

The French Ambassador to the U. S. declared after meeting with 
the U. S. Secretary of State that General de Gaulle's statement is 
part of a long-range French political solution which would reunify 
North and South Vietnam in "independence and neutrality" and 
that his declaration was not meant as a slap at the U. S. 

30 Aug 

TG's 76.5 and 77.7 were in place off Saigon. (TS) 

1 Sep 
!tID 

Three Buddhist monksKtook refuge in U. S. a44 mission headquarters L-­
in Saigon. 

1-7 Sep 

Marine helicopters flew 553 sorties carrying 774 passengers and 
117,700 pounds of cargo during this period. (5) 

2 Sep 

President Kennedy declared that the U. S. is prepa;red to continue 
to assist South Vietnam "but I don't think that tIf war can be won 
unless the people support the effort and, in my opinion, in the 
last two months, the government has gotten out of touch with 
the peop1e. 1t 

2 Sep 

Times of Vietnam charged that the U. S. agents planned a coup 
d' etat for 28 Aug to overthrow President Diem. 

3 Sep 

CINCPAC terminated alert operations commenced on 25 Aug. (TS) 

3 Sep 

A group of 56 African and Asian U. N. members decided to ask the 
U. N. General Assembly to consider "the question of the violation 
of human rights in South Vietnam fl at its next session. 
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5 Sep 

President Di~m declared that "the government considered the [Buddhist) 
affair clos~" He denied reports that his brother Ngo Dinh Nhu 
had taken control of tee government. On the same day, Ngo Dinh 
Nhu said "I have never controlled the government." 

7 Sep 

About 800 high scool students were arrested by armed police and 
Special Forces (secret police) while while engaged in anti-
government demonstrations in Saigon. ~For the first ti~e in student ~ 
demonstrations the slogans they shouted included criticism of the 
Uni ted States;lfl; 

8 Sep 
IUD / 

David Bell, U. S. ~ Administrator warned that the U. S. Congress ~ 
might cut back aid to South Vietnam unless the Diem government . 
changed its policies. 

8 Sep 

Press reports emanating from "highly reliable sour ces" in Washington 
stated that the U. S. CIA had decided to continue making regular 
monthly payments of $250,000 to support, the Special Forces of 
Col Le Quang 'fung in South Vietnam. 

8-14 ~ 
Marine UH-34's flew 698 sorties for 340.7 hours, carried J,825~ v 
passengers and 104,805 pounds of cargo, made 73 air evacuations, and 
received five enemy hits during th~ Lien period. (3) 

9 Sep 

u. S. Ambassador Lodge conferred with President Diem. The New 
York Times reported that the United States had directly advised 
President Ngo Dinh Diem ••• that it regards the removal of his 
brother Ngo Dinh Nhu as vital. 

9 Sep 

President Kennedy said that "it wouJd not be helpful at this ~ t 
time" to reduce U. S. aid to South VietnaIj1, because-"trltl&b mighot ,I ntlI1 r 
bring about a collpase similar to that of the Chiang Kai-shek 
government in China after World War II. 
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A resolution adopted by the 3d National Congress of the Lao 
Dong Par~ declared clearly that an "immediate task" of the 

. "revolut?Klary struggle of our compatriots in the ~~hU was 
to overthrow President Diem's government. 

10 ye 
U. S. Senator Frank Church (Dem., Idaho) introduced a resolution 
(sponsored by 18 Democrats and four Republicans) in the Senate 
which called for ending all U. S. military and economic aid to 
South Vietnam and withdrawal of U. S. troops unless the Diem govermment 
abandoned it s policy of "cruel repressions." [ 

13 Sep ~J7f\J' 
Prince Souvanna Phouma of Cambodia supported[President de Gaulle's 
proposal for a neutral and united Vietnam. 

14 Sep 

A presidential decree 
~Alections for the 

~~ 0ep~ember. 

j)V1 15-21 Sep 

announce~nd of martial law on 
National Assembly rtf.e-e ft~lQ.. en 

.fO;e 

16 Septeinber 
27 

Marine helicopters flew 710 sorties for 347.2 hours, carried 1,776~ 
passengers~~ 91,743 pounds of cargo and received no enemy hits. 

A~_~~ evacuees were also lifted (S) v-

~(16 Sep 

Fourteen Afro-Asian nations demanded a debate in the U. N~ 
General Assembly opening its fall session on 17 September on the 
Uruthless" suppression of Buddhist rights in South Vietnam. 

16 Sep 

Eighteen Marine UH-34Ifs lifted )87 troops and 19,125 pounds of 
cargo on a strike mission. One helicopter crashed in the landing 
zone at ~t *Ie t 'nmti:0ft- 25 miles west-southwest of Hue. (S) 

20 Sep 

U. S. Senate Majority Leader Mike Mansfield speaking in the 
Senate called on all U. S. agencies in ~outh Vietnam to give 
full support to U. S. Ambassador Lodge. Observers interpreted 
the speech as being directed against the CIA and some elements 
in the American military mission to Vietnam. 
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21-27 Sep 

Marine ~-34D's flew 335.S hours for 647 sorties, carried 1,637 ~ 
passengers and 68,065 pounds of cargo. During this period the 
helicopters received no damage from enemy fire. Fifty-one evacuees 
were also lifted. (S) 

21 Sep 

President Kennedy ordered Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara ____ 
and General Maxwell D. Taylor, @hairman of the Joint Chiefs of ~ 
Staff, to go the South Vietnam to review the military efforts 
against the Communist Viet Cong. 

22 Sep 

Mme Ngo Dinh Nhu, sister-in- law of President Diem, declared 
that junior U. S. Army officers in South Vietnam are irresponsible 
"little soldiers of fortune." 

Secret~y De~ense)McNamara 
Vietnam~ 

27 Sep 

and General Taylor arrived in ~outh 

Elections were held for the 123-member National Assembly. All 
candidates were approved in advance by the government; many were 
unopposed, includi~President Diem's brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu, and 
wife, MUG Nin:l,J: C~I?'\ tJqtA,.., 

28 Sep-4 Oct 
~~-t-

his 

Marine helicopters flew 306.5 hours, 517 sorties, lifted 850 pass­
engers and 99,995 pounds of cargo during this period. Forty-four 
evacuesst\. also lifted. (S) 
~ 

1 Oct 

HMM-36l relieved H~rr~-26l. (S) 

2 Oct 

Secretary of Defense McNamara and General Taylor, Chairman of the 

V 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, reported to President Kennedy and the National 
Security Council on their mission to South Vietnam. The statement said 
that the U. S. will continue its flpolicY'Jof working with the 
people and government of South Vietnam to deny this country to 
communism and to suppress the externally stimulated and supported 
insurgency of the Viet Cong as promptly as possible ." ~ 
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During this peried Marine helicopters flew 87T~.9 hours, 618 so.rtie s 
and carried 894 passengers and 109,945 peunds ef cargo.. Twenty-four 
evacuees were also lifted (S) 

5 Oct 

A Buddfuist menk burned himself to. death in Saigen -- the siocth 
such suicide since 11 June. Three U. S. journalists who saw the 
suicide were beaten by police. 

5 Oct ~ 
John H. Richardson, head of U. S. CIA eperatiens in Saigen,~recal~ed 
to Washington. 

7 Oct 

Mme Ngc Dinh Nhu, sister-in-law ef President uiem, arrived in . ~ 
New Yerk to. begin a three-week uncfficial visit to the U. S. vr 

8 Oct 

The U. N. General Assembly agreed to' send a fact-finding mission 
to' Scuth Vietnam to investigate charges ef cppressien 
ef Buddhists. The Diem gevernment on 4 Octeber had invited the 
U. N. to' send such a missien. ~ 

qoVt'< nm .f'l'\-O 

8 Oct U 

Two. Marine UH-34D's were lest while en a missien to. the site of 
~ Vie tnamese Air 1<'er ce T-28 crash. (S) 

10 Oct 

The JCS authorized normal travel of dependents ·to South Vietnam. (TS) 

12-18 O~CI 

Marine helicopters flew 334.8 hours in 673 sorties to lift ;402 v' 
passengers and 116,973 peunds of cargo. Four hits from enemy 
fire were sustained during this period. Thirty-six evacuees were f..-.. 
also lifted. (S) r 

17 Oct· 

. Nge Dinh Nhu declared to the press that he could not understand 
why the U. S. had "initiated a process of desintegration in 
Vietna~ and again accuselcIA ef staging a ceup d' etat against 
the Diem Government. 

I 
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19-25 Oct 

During this period Marine UH-34D's flew 
to lift 58 passengers,..v 12,340 pounds 
w.ero alee H £tei. (S) 

61.2 hours, 88 sorties 
of cargo~ ~e evacuees~ o,J.;&v- .~ 

21 Oct 

It was disclosed in Washington and Saigon that the U. S',will 
withhold financial aid to the Special Forces of Col Le Quang 
Tung as long as they are not used to fight Communist guerrillas. 

24 Oct 

Three.:Marine helicopters received one hit each from Viet Cong .r,rZ~ 
while at a landing zone. (S) 

26 Oct-I Nov 

Marine helicopters flew 326.8 hours in 589 sorties to lift, 
~050 passengers, 26 evacuees, and 159,700 pounds of cargo. (S) 
Ii: 

_ 27 Oct 

U .• N. fact-finding mission on the Buddhist situation in South 
Vietnam arrived in Saigon, and on the ne~ day conferred with 
President Diem and his brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu~ 

27 Oct 

Buddhist monk burned himself to death in Saigon.,-- the seventh 
such suicide since 11 June. 

31 Oct 

Viet Cong guerrillas attacked an armored train north of Saigon, 
inflicted heavy casualties on government troops, and seized a 
large number of weapons. 

1 Nov 

A military coup, organized by ~key generals of the armed force~ L­

erupted against the Diem regime. Rebels lay seige to the Presidential 
~alace in Saigon which was captured the following morning. President 
Diem and his brother, Ngo Dinh NhuJescap,ed from the palace, but v-­
a few h'''urs later were taken by the rebels, and while being 
transported in an armored carrier to rebel headquartersjthey were ~ 
assassinated. A proclamation broadcast by the leaders of the coup 
(a Council of Generals, headed by MajGen Duong Van Minh) declared 
that they have tlno political ambitions" and that the fight against 
the Communists must be carried on to a successful conclusion. 
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2 Nov 

Military leaders organized a provisional government with former 
Vice President Nguyen Ngoc Tho, a Buddhist, as Premier. The 
Constitution was suspended and the National Assembly dissolved. 
Buddhists, students and other political prisoners arrested by 
the former regime were released. 

2 Nov 

CINCPAC directed normal operations for forces alerted, with the 
exception of TG 76.5, TG 77.5 and 77.7 (S) 

4- Nov 

Premier Nguyen Ngoc Tho announced the formation of a mixed 
military-civilian cabinet which had been aPFroved by the military 
leaders. 

5 Nov 

General Minh, as head of the Military Revolutionary Council, 
issued a decree covering a provisionaili constitution. 

7 Nov 

CINCPAC released CVA TG 77.5 from operations o£f South Vietnam 
to normal operations and training. (S) 

--a 
8 Nov 

Secretary of State Rusk rejected French President de Gaulle's 
proposals for a neutral, independent Vietnam, stating that the 
result would be a Communist Vietnam. 

$ Nov 

The U. 8. Department of Agriculture announced a Food for Peace 
sale to South Vietnam of ~4.7 million worth of agricultural comm­
odities for local currency. 

$ Nov ~ 
Nine Marine UH-34D helicopters lifted III troops on a strike 
mission. (S) 

9-15 IJ oJ 
During this period, Marine helicopters flew 281.0 hours in 588 
sorties to lift ~76 passengers, 11 evacuees, and 151,850 pounds 
of cargo (8) 
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9 Nov 

Tlie "":U. S. announced resumption of it s coromodi ty-import aid to 
South Vietnam, suspended since August. 

9 Nov 

CINCPAC released TG 76.5 and 77.7 from operations off South Vietnam 
to normal operations and training. (S) 

13 Nov 

General Harkins stated, in an interview in Saigon, that the overthrow 
of the Diem regime would have little over-all effect on the military 
campaign aginst the Viet Congo 

14 Nov 

President Kennedy,in his news conference, stated his confidence 
in General Harkins and denied reports that Harkins Illost his 
usefulness in Vietnam because of his identification with the 
Die m regime." 

15 Nov 

U. S. military spokesman in Saigon reported that 1,000 U. S. 
~ervicemen would be withdrawn from South Vietnam, beginning 
3 December. 

15 Nov 

The Hoa Hao sect announced support for the new government. 

16-22 Nov 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 224.4 hours in 497 sorties l to lift 15 evacuees, ,391 passengers, and 106,675 pounds of cargo. (S) 

18 Nov 

France recognized the new government of South Vietnam. 

20 Nov 

Secretary of Defense McNamara and Secretary of State Rusk conferred 
in Honolulu, Hawaii with Ambassador Lodge and Genral Harkins. 

22 Nov 

President John F. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas, Texas. His 
successor) Lyndon B. Johnson) affirmed on 24 Nov ember the U. S.' S &------. 

intention to continue its military and economic support of South 
Vietnam's struggle against the Communist Viet Congo 
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22,:N6v.'~: 'i / 
e~/-

The South Vietnam government dismissed 31 high-ranking military v­
officers for having actively supported the Diem regime. 

23-29 Nov 

Marine helicopters flew 178.8 hours in 378 sorties to lift an 
unreported number of passengers, ~ and 43,720 pounds 
of cargo, during this period. lS) 

'SIX 
30 Nov-6 Dec 

During this period, Marine UH-34D's fl~ 55.5 hours in 119 sorties 
to lift 326 passengers, 5 evacuees, and 34,870 pounds of cargo. (S) 

3 Dec 

Cambodian Prince Sihanouk proposed a neutral confederation of 
Cambodia and South Vietnam. 

7-13 Dec 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 286.4 hours in 571 
sorties to lift 1,321 passengers, 20 evacuees, and 291,901 
pounds of cargo. (s) 

9 Dec 

M~jGen Minh stated that h~ did not think an international 
conference on Cambodian n~rality "woul? be of any use." 

9 Dec 

Nine Marine UH-34D t s lifted 239 troops from An Diem to Bolohein. (S) 

11 Dec 

The South Vietnamese government closed three ~newspapers for a 
"disloyal atti tud e. " 

14 Dec 

U. S. military spokesman in Saigon reported stepped-up guerrilla 
attacks on hamlets, outposts and patrols in November, estimated 
government casualties at 2,800 and Viet Cong losses at 2,900. 
He also reported that enough weapons were captured by the Viet Cong 
to arm five 300~man~attalions. , ~ 

(J. 
15 Dec 

The South Vietnamese government announced the dispatch of a 
diplomatic mission to Cambodia. 
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19-20 Dec 

Secretary of Defense McNamara and Director of CIA, John A. 
McCone)were in Saigon to evaluate the new government's war 
efforts against the Viet Congo 

20 Dec 

Nineteen Marine UH-34D helicopters lifted 236 troops and 7,$00 
pounds of cargo from Talon to Hatan. (3) 

21-27 Dec 

During this period Marine tUl@4\'f helicopters flew 258.7 hours in 
454 sorties to lift 117 passengers, 28 evacuees, and 92,595 pounds 
of cargo. Two hits were received from enemy fire. (S) 

.l4'orty ¢rphans were entertained on Christmas day by the U. S. 
Marines at Danang. 

24 Dec 

Twelve Marine UH-340's lifted 247 troops and 7,575 pounds of cargo 
in support of a troop exchange. (S) 

---27 Dec 

MajGen Duong Van Minh, leader of the military junta, accompanied 
by government members and Ambassador Lodge, began a tour of the 
provinces to rally popular support for the government in its. fight 
against the Vie t Congo 

28 Dec-3 Jan 1964 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 214.3 hours in 364 
sorties to lift j150 passengers, 71,860 pounds of cargo and 14 
evacuees. Two h1ts were sustained from enemy fire. lS) 

)0 lJec 

i\A :e& Marine UH-34D's 
to landings zones 

Late 1963 

lifted 574 troops and ~150 pounds of cargo, 
(S) 

A second M-60 machine gun was installed to fire from the left 
side of the UH-*34D. This added considerable firepower, and allowed 
the copilot to perform his pr~~ry function of assisting the pi1ot.(S) 
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3 Jan 

One Marine UH-34D on an evacuation mission was shot down by 
enemy fire. The aircraft was destroyed by its cr~ because 
of the inaccessability of the terrain and concentrated enemy 
activity in the area. No injuries were sustained. (s) 

4-10 Jan 

During this perio~despite very adverse weather conditons, Marine 
helicopters flew ~/.2 hours in 180 sorties to lift 504 passengers, 
8 evacuees, and 41,385 pounds of cargo. (3) 

6 Jan 

The Vie tnamese government decreed a three-man military command 
over the armed forces and government, consisting of MajGen Duong 
Van Minh (chief of State), MajGen Tran Van Don and MajGen Le Van ,.......---­
Kim. 

8 Jan 

~ announced a $10 miL'_ion loan to South Vietnam for construction 
of a 130-million gallon -a-day ~ater treatment plant in Saigon. 

9 Jan 

The U. S. announced a Food for Peace sale of $31.2 million worth 
of agricultural commodities for local currency. 

9 Jan 

Fourteen UH-34D's lifted 199 troops and ~OO pounds of cargo 
on a troop rotation mission. Two of the helicopters received 
three hits each and two crewmen received minor injuries. (3) 

11-17 Jan 

Marine helicopters flew 338.4 hours in 639 sorties to lift 1,573 
passengers, 48 evacuees, and 80,105 pounds of cargo. 3ix hits 
from enemy fire were sustained. (S) 

12 Jan 

General Wallace M. Greene, CMC, visited Marine installations at 
Danang and was briefed on 3HUFLY operations. (3) 

13 Jan 

General Khanh assumed leadership of the South Vietnam~overnment 
from the military junta • 

• [3 s&n 
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13 Jan 

About 2,000 Vietnamese students staged an~nti-French demonstration ~­
in Saigon. 

13 Jan 

The Vie tnamese government and U. s. ecomomic~·'exl?erts reported 
that in 1963 South Vietnam exported good~ worth ~76 million, 
an increase of $20 million over 1962 ••• 'l'he budget deficit was 
estimated at 6 billion piastres ($100 million)~an all time high ~-
due to the war. Unemploym~t was cited as a severe economic ----
problem, particularly in Saigon, where 1/10 of the population 
(2 mi11ion).was affected. 

14 Jan 

l"ourteen Marine UH-34Dt s completed a rotati on lift of 204 troops and 
5,000 pounds of cargo. (S) 

16 Jan 

The government closed nine more newspapers for violating "internal 
securi ty~ t' 

17 Jan 

A major government attack of 3000 troops was launched on Viet Cong 
bases in the Mekong Delta. Two U. S. helicopte~s supporting the 
attack were shot down; five American§jreported dead. ----

HhJan 
UJ(:nJ 

A U. S. helicopter wa~downed with four aboard missing. It was 
reported that the tol{of American combat deaths since the U. S. 
stepped up its military support of South Vietnam two years ago 
had reached 99. . 

18-24 Jan 

Uuring this period Marine 
to lift e~:·passegger-~! 
(S)_ /1/ 

;.#:. O"1l.J lSitaIlJDY..+f"eJ 
25-31 Jan 

h~icopters flew 184.5 hours in 357 sorties 
ftight evacuees and 58,070 pounds of cargo. 

Marine helicopters flew 186.5 hours in 331 sorties to lift 944 l,..--. 

passengers, ~e ecacuees, and 22,600 pounds of cargo:--One hixt 
was sustained./~(S) 
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24 Jan U 11-,4J)r~ 
Marine~M ~s lifted 280 troops and 800 pounds of cargo on a 
troop :rOtation. One helicopter recl'\eved gunfire damage while rna-king 
an approach to the landing zone reu~~ing in an uncontrolled landing. 
The aircraft was repaired and returned to Danang the same day. (S:).n 

27 Jan 

Secretary of Defense McNamara in a speech before the House Armed 
Services Committee stated that the situation in South Vietnam 
"continues grave,1I but that lithe survival of an independent 
government in South Vietnam is so important to the security of 
Southeast Asia and to the free world that I can conceive of no 
alternative other than to take all necessary measures within our 
capability to prevent a Communist victory." 

27 Jan 

'ranee established diplomatic relations with Communist China. 

28 Jan 
c 

The Vietnamese government denounced French re'ognition of Communist 
China, stating that the Chinese ate supporting the war against South 
Vietnam and that French actionf~only serve to encourage Chinese 
expansion in Asia. ~b.I 

28 Jan 

The government proclaimed amnesty for 2,418 political prisoners 
imprisoned under the ~iem regime. 

30 Jan J 
A military coup, organized by MajGen Nguyen Khanh, oustedAgovernment 
of MajGen Duong Van Minh from power. 

4~ J 
About 1,000 students staged demonstrations in Saigon forAinclusion 
of MajGen Duong Van Minh in the new government. 

4-6 Feb 

Viet Cong launched an offensive in 'l'ay Ninh province and the 
Mekong Delta; in ensuing fighting hundreds of government troops 
were reported dead. 

8 Feb 1 
MajGen Khanh, leader of th3:,military junta, announced~formation of .~ 
a new government with hims~~f as Premier, MajGen Duong Van Minh 
as mominal Chief of State, and a mixed civilian-military cabinet in 
charge of administration. 
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5 I ho-.l1 ovt I-< 
Cambodian Chief of State Prince Norodom £a8:£lOuk rep orted the 
bombing of a Cambodian village on the bouth Vietnamese border and 
proposed the creation of an international control commission to 
pc;ttrol its border and prevent further "4ggressionlt by South -~ 
Vl.etnam. : 

8-14 Feb 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 527.1 hours in 363 sorties 
to lift 818 passengers, 45 evacuees, and 99,630 pounds of cfgo. 
Three hits were sustained. (S) 

9 Feb 

Eighteen Marine UH-34D's and two VNAF UH-34C's lifted 105 troops 
from Hue to Balong to counter an attack by an estimated two companies 
of Viet Congo . (S) 

9 ieb 

A bomb exploded in a bar in Saigon killing two Americans and 
injuring 23 others. 

15-21 'FE13 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 206.1 hours in 148 
sorties to lift 477 passengers~evacuees and 39,129 pounas of 
cargo. ~igures include 51.8 hours and 37 sorties for VNAF pilot 
training. (S) 

16 Feb 

Nine Marine UH-34D~s and five VNAF UH-34C r s lifted 96 troops and 
1,044 pounds of cargo from Tra Bong to the crash site of a VNAF 
C-47. (5) 

17 Feb 

A bomb exploded in a movie in Saigon kfulling three Americans and 
injuring 49 others - one of a number of acts of terrorism aimed 
at Americans in recent weeks. 

19 Feb ,JJ 
U. S. Senate Majority Leader Mike Mans~, in a speech before the 
Senate, urged the U. S. government to ~~e its policy toward 
South Vietnam and encourage French efforts to negotiate with Communist 
China for a "neutral" settlement in Southeast Asia. 

19 Feb 

Nine Marine UH-J4D's and three VNAF UH-J4C's lifted 124 troops 
from the site of a downed VNAF C-47 to Ba Gia. (S) 
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19 Feb 

The government of Premier Khanh declared that it would tolerate 
formation of opposition parties in ;:)outh Vie.tnam. The government 
simultaneously announced the closing of six newspapers in Saigon 
and the suspension of seven "·tt os I) .... ~-II\.R)"W'I 

21 Feb 

AI~ announced a $12.7 illillion loan to ~outh Vietnam for construction 
of a 33,OOO~~kilowatt thermal power plant in Saigon. 

'-- '-'" . 

22-28 Feb 

Marine helicopters flew 229.9 hours in 151 sorties lifting 381 
passengers •. 'I'hese figur~s include 70.1 hours .... 50 sorties flown in 
su;:port of ~ pilot training. (S) /' 

VI e tWA Wlee,€- l' III 
24 Feb I ~ 

\i\~~ 
Eleven Marine and two ~ helicopters escorted by two U. S. Army 
~s lifted 65 ~ troops and cargo to Ro and returned 

l 
n.:~7l ~ troops to Danang. J (~) 
~r 25 ~~~ V,efn~ . 

'l'he Soviet ,Union warned tha t it cannot remain "indifferent" to the 
Tlaggresse~war" being carried on by the U. S. in South Vietnam, 
anp pledged "assistance and support" to the 'National liberation 
stfUggle" in South Vietnam. . h ,........---

25 Feb 

Chinese Premier ~ou En-lai demanded withdrawal of U.S. military 
forces from South Vietnam and an end to U.S. intervention in Laos as 
requirements for peace in Southeast Asia. 

26 Feb 

The Viet Cong 514th Battalion killed 16 Vietnamese I~rines while 
breaking out of a government trap during an eight-hour battle 
near Long Kinh, 40 miles southwest of Saigon. 

26 Feb 

Premier Nguyen Khanh, accompanied by Ambassador Lodge, announced 
in Tay Ninh.province a land distribution program to the Cao Dai 
religious sect. 
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26 Feb 

Six Marine helicopters received enemy fire while approaching Hill 
504 during a troop lift mission. No hits were sustained.{S) 

29 Feb-6 Mar 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 354 hours in 188 
sorties lifting 679 passengers, 00 evacuees, and 48,050 pounds 
of cargo. (S) 

1 lillar 

Premier Nguyen Khnnh charged that French agents had plotted to ~ 
assasinate him, overthrow his regime and join with the communists 
in imposing" a neutralist settlement" on Vietnam. The French 
~mbassy in Saigon denied Khanh~s charges>( the following day. 

1 Mar . / .' J he /1~0f',(,~5 ~p117 
Six Marine ~ escorted by two armed~uH-lBfs provided 
helicopters support for Ambassador Lodge and his party in the 
interior. (S) 

3 Mar 

U. N. SecGen U Than t declared that the U. N, .. could not play an , .// 
effecti~ role in restoring peace in South Vietnam be~se ~ is a ~ 
"cold war" matter. nr 
3 Mar 

The Vietnamese government welcomed a Cambodian proposal for four 
power talks between South Vie tnam ,.1.'hailand, and Cambodia to 
guarantee the latter's neutrality. 

3 Mar 

Viet Cong gaerrillas wiped out a platoon of government forces 
320 miles northeast of Saigon. Two Americans were reported 
killed in combat. 

3 llllar 
~ 

In a three hour long battleThuong Phaoe, 100 miles west of 
Saigon, Vietnamese forces killed about 35 VietnemBgewh±lel)S 
13 Vietnamese troops were killed. 
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3 Mar 

The Viet Cong engaged South Vietnamese troops near Trung Lap, 
27 miles northwest of Saigon. A U. S. officer was killed in the 
skirmish. 

6 Mar 

Secretary of State rlusk denied any U. S. intent to neutralize Vietnam 
and reiterated U. S. surport for the South Vietnam~ovetnment. 

7-13 l'·ar 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 341.6 hours in 208 sorties 
to lift 668 passengers, five evacuees, and 28,800 pounds of cargo. 
One hit from enemy fire was sustained. (S) 

8-12 

Secretary of Defense McNamara,::-e.esompsziied 'oS t he Director of the 
CIA , ~ McCone) and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman, General 
Nlal!2lfill Taylor Jwere in Saigon to evaluate the new governmentls ....--­
war effort. McNamara affirmed continued U. S. support and declared 
U. S. confidence in Premier Khanh's political leadership and 
economic social development programs. ~f +a~~ar.. \lith General Khanh, 
he outlined a change in ground strategy 0 r pursuing the war 
and concurred in General Kh~rJproposal to concentrate regular ~ 
army groups in critical are~, notably the Mekong Delta. 

14-20 ·'·ar 

Marine helicopters flew 349.7 hours in 210 sorties to lift 447 
passengers, 20 evacuees, and 49,325 pounds of cargo during this 
period. (S) 

14-15 frar 

Six Americans were killed i~1 11ft when their planes were sbot 
down by Viet v ong guerrillas near Saigon. 

The White House issued a statement announcing additonal economic ~ 
military aid to South Vietnam. 

18 Mar 

Premier Khanh aanounced that South Vietnam would re-establish 
diplomatic relations with Laos and was dispatching an eleven­
man delegation to Cambodia to resolve outstanding border issues~ 

t..J 17 h -rhtA.7 4)47-10,<.). . 
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20 Mar fij 
The Cambodian government announced that South Vietnamese troops, I 
accompanied by U. S. personnel, at-tacked by ground and air the 
Cambodian village of Chantrea on 19 Mar. 

I'Y 
~4k~ 21 Mar 

The government of South/Vietnam formally apologized to Cambodia 
for the border attack;and offered compensation for damage. The 
U. s. government also offered its regrets. 

21-27 Mar 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 290.2 hours in 19l 
sorties to lift 524 passengers, 47 evacuees, and 56,695 pounds of 
cargo. (S) 

22 Mar 

The Mil'itary Council gave a unanimous vote of confidence to Premier 
Khanh. He in turn announced a broadening of the Councilts base 
with the inclusion of represenatives from all cOmbat units, the 
Civilian Self-Defense Corps, and the Civil Guard. He also announced 
the formation of an executive ste-er Ini ('OWlm I tt ee with hImseLf as 

Chll1f!rno..n to be (:;.$5/$ ft.d by ;-A-r-ee v/fI<l· {'!;"/If'J/?Y"/l V" 
25 Mar ...c:; 

Philippine Presid~nt Macapagal declared that a U. S. withdrawal from 
South Vietnam would be a disaster for all Southeast Asia. 

28 Mar-3 Apr 

Marine UH-34D helicopters flew 341.1 hours in 210 sorties to lift 
469 passengers, two evacuees and 27,240 pounds of cargo. One hit 
was sustained from enemy fire. (S) 

30 Mar 

The government of South Vietnam closed two Saigon newspapers for 
carrying reports "liltely to harm national defense plans." 

2 Apr 

It was reported in the press that Premier Khanh had reached an ~, 
agreement with Laotian General Phou,mi Nosavan, le ader of the ~ t...­
right-wing forces in Laos, enabling Vietnamese troops to pursue' 
Communist guerrillas into Laos and strike their basesoand supply 
routes. 
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During this period Marine helicopters flew 359.9 hours in 219 sorties 
to lift 632 passengers, 22 evacuees and 32,200 pounds of cargo. (S) 

5 Apr 

The Vietnamese government announced additional reforms: conscription 
on the provincial and local level to increase the armed forces by 
50,000; establishment of a civil dtfense corps; dissolution of the 
Council of NotaRIes; a new Constitution; and the holding of elections 
fO~~ National Assembly. L---

6 Apr 

Twelve Marine UH-34D's, four A~' UU-lB's, one O-IB and four VNAF 
T-28's lifted 42 troops from T ¥ to a landing zone. One army 
UH-IB was hit by Viet Cong groun fire and crashed., ... k:Mar.ine:"lilHJ4D 
rescued the crew and weapons and Marines assisted in the disassembly 
pf the aircraft for airlift to Danang. (S) 

8-10 .fI.pr 

Heavy Viet Cong attacks were reported in the northern Mekong Delta. 
One American was reported killed. 
-4 . 
12 Apr ~ t~ 

Premier Khanh, accompanied b'{ three ~ cabinet members reported 
to be planning to resign, stated that there was no serious rift in 
the government. 

Fighting in the Mekong Delta and the district capital of Kien Long 
was reported. 

15 11.pr 
~~ 

The SEATO Ministerial Council meeting in Manila aesfJtiQd a 
communique declaring that the dfifeat of the Viet Cong was 
to the security of Southeast Asia. 

15 -21 Apr 

"essential" 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 396.9 hours in :c!36 sorties 
to lift 664 passengers, 15 evacuees and 29,560 pounds of cargo. 
Three hits were sustained from enemy fire. (S) 
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16 Apr 

The British and New Zealand governments stated their support for 
Premier KJrh and his government's stuggle against the Viet Cong. 

18-28 Apr 

During this period Marine UH-34D helicopters flew 405.2 hours in 484 
sorties to lift 870 passengers, 28 evacuees, and 9,150 pounds of 
cargo. (S) 

23 Apr 

President Johnson requested that "other nations" besides the U. S. 
help ~outh Vietnam in the war against the Viet Congo 

25 Apr 

President Johnson announced that LtGen William C. Westmoreland, 
U.S.A. would replace General Paul D. Harkins on 1 Aug as head of 
the U. S. Military Assistance Command in South Vie tnam. 

25 Apr-5 May 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 454.0 hours in 438 
sorties to lift 1,035 passengers, 41 evacuees, and 18,020 pounds 
of cargo. A total of 29 hits were received by 18 aircraft. (S) 

27-28 Apr 

Operation~ SURE WIND 202, a major troop assault in support of ~ ~ 
the Vietnamese 2d Corp~'was flown by Marine and Vietnamese Uh-34D's ~ 
escorted by Army UH-IB s and assorted fixed wing observation and 
spotting aircraft. Note was taken that the Viet ~ong apparently 
have learned to let the armed DtI-IB's and the O-lB's fly past 
and then fire at the UH-34D's disctlarging troops in the landing 
zone. This technique resulted in the loss of 3 Uffi~C Uh-34D's and 
1 Vietnamese UH-J4C during the operation. (8) 

/ ~p/ 
29 Apr ~"t1 bf'1? 

5.tf'ie 

U. N./u Thant said that military means could not solve the Vietnam 
question and urged the adoption of a political solution. 

30 Apr 

During a retrograde movement of 18 Vietnamese Spe cial For ces troops, 
three Marine UH-J4D's received numerous hits from heavy ~und fire. 
One aircraft suffered complete engine failure and crash landed. 
It was later destroyed by armed escort helicopters. All injured 
personnel were successfully evacuated. (8) 

67 
SECRET' 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

1<{64 \ ( Continued) 

1 May 

The government of South Vietnam announced the release of 2,000 
political prisoners. 

2 May 

An explosion in Saigon Harbor sank a 9,800-ton U. S. aircraft 
transport ship. A bomb exploding near the harbor wounded eight 
Americans. The Viet ~ong was blamed for both incidents by the South ~ 
Vietnamese government and U. 3. officials. 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 364.6 hours in 412 
sorties to lift 410 passengers and 7,779 pounds of cargo. (3) 

11.8 May 

1 President Johnson requested $125 million in additional economic 
military aid to South Vietnam: $70 million for economic aid and 
$55 million for military assistance. 

8 May 

A Cambodian-South Vietnamese border clash reulted in the capture 
and destruction of a South Vietnamese armored personnel carrier 
on the Cambodian side of the border. 

8 May 

Cambodi~ charged South Vietnam with having raided the village 
of Taey on 7 May. 

9 May 

Ngo Dinh Can, brother of ousted President Ngp Dinh Diem, was 
executed. 

9 May 

The government of South Vietnam apologized for the incident of 
8 May, admitting that 15 troop carriers had strayed into Cambodian 
territory in pursuit of Communist guerrillas. It appealed to the 
Cambodian government to prevent Viet Cong units from "using CambodiS){ 
as a base to attack vie tnam:' 

9~ q- I, 

During this period Marin.e UH-34D's flew 385.5 hours in 546 sorties 
to lift 486 pas'sengers, ~-52'::.evacuees and 117,800 pounds of' cargo. 
One hit was sustained from enemy fire. (S) 
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12 Ii1ay 

Secretary of State Rusk requested NATO members to give greater 
political end economic support to South Vietnam. At the same time 
the U. S. requested Japan, australia, Nationalist ~hina, and 
'rhailand to supply economic and technical assistance to South 
Vie tnam. 

12-13 May 

Secretary of Defense McNamara, accompanied by Joint Chier of Staff 
Chairman General Taylor, was in Saigon on his 5th on-the-spot review 
of the South Vietnamese war effort. Prior to his departure, McNamara 
stated that the U. S. would not send B-47's or jet fighters to 
South Vietnam but that it wg~~~J1j{jlce its ebsolete aircraft in 
Vietnam with 75 Navy $0' .J'"f(Ff1!"II; ~ 

S ~ ~ ~~y. Z 
The Cambodian government called for an urgent meetin"j. of the U. N. :;;::; 
Security Council to consider the "repeated acts of aggression" 
against its territory by U. ~Jsouth Vietnamese troops. ~ 

14 May 

Secretary of Defense McNamara called for increased U. S. economic 
and military assistance to the government of South Vietnam.to help 
build up the Vietnamese Armed Forces, to counter accelerated 
Viet Cong attacks against the ru~l population and!help in carrying ~ 
out the economic and social reform program of the Khanh government. 

15 May 

U. S. Defense Department reported that 1,105 Americans were killed, 
wounded, or missing,in South Vietnam between 1 Jan 1961 and 
11 Ii1ay 1964. 

16-24 May 
~ 

<:fl'l.1 Marine helicopters flew 348.5 hours in 533 sortiesx to lift 407 ".­
I- I passengers, 24 evacuees, and 75,510 pounes of cargo during this 

period. (8) 
"-.:-</ 

23 May 

Nationalist China and South Korea offered economic and techinical 
aid to South Vietnam. 
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24-25 May 

The Vietnamese government banned nine more newspapers in Saigpn 
for criticism of government policies. 

25 May 

New Zealand reported that it would send 24 military advisers to 
South Vietnam,and West Germany declared it would extend additional 
economic aid. Australia and the Philippines also reported that } J 
they would dispatch non-combat military advisers, and Australia ~Q~~ ~ 
~ send six transport planes as well. 

;;!8 May 
.9vt U (Ad 1/ fVI1'-.,,~-f 

The/government launched a propaganda o~ensive against North Vietnam 
with the inauguaration of ~ radio station entitled the Voice of c..-­
Freedom to make daily br~dcasts to the North. 

30 May-9 Jun 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 179.7 hours in 282 
sorties to lift 411 passengers, 15 evacuees, and 10,250 pounds 
of cargo. One hit was received. (S) 

1-2 Jun 

,01. u. S. top-level policy conference on Southeast Asia was held in 
Hawaii. The results of the meeting were not made public. It was 
"prompted by the continuing disintergration of anti-Communist forces 
and positions in [Laos and ;;)outh I/ietnam].rr 

2 Jun 

President Johnson reiterated U. S. intentions to defend Southeast 
Asia, but said he ~ of no plan to extend the war to North 
Vietnam. ~"'W 

The South Vietnamese governmenttl did not favor ext.~ding the war 
to the North. '\ 

5 Jun 

Government troops assisted by U. S. he1icopters¥ attacked a 70-mile ~. 
strip of territory near the Cambodian border considered to 
be a Viet Cong supply center. 

11-17 Jun 

Marine UH-34D helicopters flew 195 hours in 321 sorties to lift 
245 passengers, five evacuees and 18,210 pounds of cargo. (S) 
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17 Jun 

Fighting broke out ten mi1~s ~uth of Saigon at Duc Hoa with 
heavy government and Viet uong casualties reDorted. , . 
17 Jun 

HMM-162 arrived at Danang to relieve Hl~-364, (S) 

18-27 Jun 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 99.3 hours in 406 
sorties to lift 270 passengers, one evacuee, and 36,267 pounds of ~. 
cargo. (S) -

19 Jun 

Viet Cong terrorists blew up four cars of a passenger train.enroute 
from Nha Trang to Saigon, killing 20 Vietnamese citizens. 

21 Jun 

In heavy fighting near Tay Ninh, 55 miles northwest of Saigo~ 
four helicopters were shot down and bl:lreel'Americans were reported 
missing • 

23 Jun 

President Johnson announced the appointment of General Maxwell 
D. Taylor to the position of U. S. Ambassador to South Vietnam. 

A ~tate Department officia~ U. Alexis Johnson/was appointed Deputy ~. 
ambassador to assist Taylor. 

24 Jun 

Chinese Foreign Minister t:hen Yi warned that the t:hinese !twill 
not sit idly by" while the Geneva agreements on Indoohina 
are torn up. 

28 Jun 

President Johnson warned that the U. S. is "prepared to risk war" 
to preserve the peace in Southeast Asia. 

25 Jun-l Jul 

Uuring this period Marine helicopters flew 252.2 hours in 472 sorties 
to lift 437 passengers, ten evacuees, and 17,868 pounds of cargo. (3) 

E "" 
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26 Jun 

Seventeen Marine UH-34D's escorted by two Anmy UH-IB~s lifted 
83 troops and 1,075 pounds of cargo from An Diem to~ Ro. (S) ~ 

28 Jun A 
Eighteen Marine UP-34D's escorted by two Army UH-IB's lifted 
75 troops and 1259 pounds of cargo from An Diem to A Ro. (S) 

29 Jun rr 
(/1'I'ilil~~ JI'JI--ra4

{t-' 

Twenty-four UH34D's were delivered to the ~~ rounding out ~ 
a progrlllm which provided newly-trained pilots ana maintenance 
personnel as well as a squadron of helicopters. Marine helicopter' 
pilots from the Marine Task Element at Danang supervised the 
training. 

30 Jun O\O~ 

AU. S. h,aicopter was slot down in QuangKby Viet Cong ground 
fire, kilPing two Americans. 

I Jul 

The Viet Gong mounted two battalion-sized attacks against Special 
Forces camps and one battalion-sized ambush>( against a convoy \---"' 
in Binh Dinh province. I 

I Jul 

Maj Cha~ L. Kelly, CO of the 57th Medical Detachment, was killed 
by Viet Cong ground fire while on a medical evacuation mission. 

2 Jul 

Viet Cong troops killed a number of defender~iand captured some 
weapons at the Darlac Provine e strategic ham~ ts of Boun Il1lpre, 
Oun Thrapo, and Ba An. 

2-8 Jul 

During this period Marine helicopters flew 264.2 hours in 544 
sorties to lift 829 passengers, 173 evacuees, and 35,141 pounds 
of cargo. (S) 

3 Jul , ) 

North Vietnamese and Communist Chinese radio braodcasts report that 
South Vietnamese troops landed at Duang-Tinho '~ortb Vietnam on-7e v--
June but were quiek~y uuiped out fl and tha:t-en 27 Jun9, SI SOlltb I 

.Yiatn.am-e-se-p-l-aae-dro-ppe-d 32 sel-die-rs ill Souther n Laes. ,",cN~~;,,< 
Vietnam announced that it would lodgeca protest with the International 
Control ~ommission for Indochina. 

7-72-
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4 Jul 

Press reports stated that Iran would extend the people of South 
Vietnam a gift of 1,000 tons of petroleum products. 

4 Jul 

Viet Con~attacking in human waves over-ran the Plei Krong 
i spece11 Forces camp, 25 miles southewest of Kontum. Weapon~ 

cr losses totaled 146, including six machine guns and ten light machine 
guns. 45 Vietnamese traine~s were killed. - e 
6 Jul 

The Viet Cong suffered a sharp defeat in their 2d Special Forces 
camp attack at Narn Dong, 35 ~miles west of DO'ang. Two U. S. t--­
Special Forces men and an Australian Army Tralning Team adviser 
were killed. 

'7 Jul 

The newly apPointed Ambassador to South Vietnam, General Maxwell 
v. Taylorl arrived to assume his dutie~ $i his airport statement, L_ 

he said "I am here to assure you of our unstinting support in 
your struggle against the forces of aggression--there is no~ 
time limit in that commitment.rt 

8 Jul 

U. N. Secretary Genral U1hant told a news conference that he would 
like to see the 1954 Geneva conference reconY,ened because "military 
methbds will not bring about peace in South fie tnam. tI The U. S. . 
repsonse to this suggestion was negative. 

9 Jul 

Press reports announced that the Philippines would extend $250,000 
in technical and econo~ic aid to South Vietnam and that Nationalist 
China was establishing an 86-man agricultural-technical team in 
tha t country. 

14 Jul 

The U. S. announced a decision to send 300 more U. S. advisers 
to work with the South Vietnamese Army on the battalion level)( 
and 300 more Special Forces to help deal with the se~ge 
of men and supplies from North Vietnam. 

15 Jul 

Secretary of Defense McNamara stated tha t there was no evidence 
that organized units of North vi.e-tnamese troops were moving into South 
t¥'ietnam. 

73 SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

19 Jul 

General Nguyen Khanh announced in Saigon, "The people have called 
for the war to be carried to [North Vietnam] for the liberation 
of our oppressed compatriots. The government cannot remain 
indifferent before the firm determination of [the) people.1! 

}<--20 Jul 

The Viet Cong attacked government troops 55 miles west of Saigon, 
killing 30 children and ten woman of the militia families. 

~ 

22 Jul 

The Commander of the South Vietnamese Air Force stated that 
South Vietnamese IIcombat teams T

! had been going on sabotage missions 
to North Vietnam for the past three yean and that tiouth Vietnamese l.-­

pilots were currently being trained for larger-scale attacks on the 
North • 

23 Jul 

Ambassador Taylor "reminded Khahh tha t American polic~as ~acificatio~ 
pf South Vietnam and not an attack on North Vietnamo.~. In respons~ ~ 
Khanh is said to have asserted that it was he and not the Americans 
who m~e policy in 'Jie tnamo. II 

23 Jul .~ 

French President de Gafu11e called fpr the withdrawal(from South 
Vietnam, North Vietna~, Cambodia~aos of all~directly or ~ 
indirectly responsible for their destiny, namely France, the U. SO) 
Communist ~hina, and the Soviet Union. He proposed the reconvening 
of the 1954 Geneva Conference on Indochina and the creation of a 
"massive economic and technical:.aid "program for the area. I! 

24 Jul 

President Johnson answered de Gaulle saying that the U. S. does 
"not believe in a conference ~.,lled to ratify terror, TI and tha t} 
if the 60mmunists obeyed the \~eady existing Geneva agreement~, 
there would be immediate peace in Southeast Asia. 

24 Jul 

The U. i;? announced a Food for Peace sale to South Vietnam of 
$3.65 million worth of w~eat and milk to be paid for in local 
currency. 

25 Jul 

The Foreign Ministry of South Vie tnam made public a Ie tter of 
Premier Khanh to 34 countries appealing for ecomomic aid~ 
in the war agains t the Viet I.,;ong. .n. r- ~.D 

VNCln-SS /.,-, /:" 
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24 Jul 

~. S. announced 
South Vir.etnam. 

that it was sending an additional 5,000 men to 

28 Jul 

Premier Khanh reversed his previous statement and rejected "attacking" 
North Vietnam. 

28 Jul ~ ~r-~ 

The U.~~ •. mission~sent to investigate the Cambodian-South Vietnamese ~ 
borde~, issued a report attributing C~mbodian-South Vietnamese 
differences to Cambodia's neutralism and S~!J~ietnam' s lIuIJtluivocallyll v 
pro-western~ stand. 

1 Aug 

Viet Cong forces attacked 
miles west of Saigon, the 
Viet Congo 

2 Aug 

a government outpost at Vinhloc, a few 
nearest attack to Saigon made ~ the 

,~~ 'r. 

The North Geitnamese Foreign Ministry charged that U. S. and 
South Vietnamese warshi~h d shelled two North Vietnamese off5hO~ 
~ islands and that . S. jet fighters taking off from 

bases in Laos had attacke ~ a North Vietnamese border 
post. The allegations were denied by the U. S. 

2 Aug 

Three North Vietnamese :torpedo boa. ts attacked th~~.p~Sv destroyer 
Maddox 30 miles from shore in the ~lf of Tonkin, Ithe~forward area ~ 
for surveillance of North Vietnm's coastal supply routes to the 
Viet Cong in the ~outh 

3 Aug 

President Johnson announced that another destroyer, the C. '1'urner ..!lQy, 
was joining the Maddox on patrol under air cover in the Dulf of 
Tonkin and that they had orders to destroy any attackers. 

4 Aug 
~ 

Under cover of darkness, North Vietnamese boats attacked ~ U. s. 
destroyers in the Gulf of Tonkin. At least a PT boats were sunk. 
Carrier-based planes, on orders from Presid~Johnson, bombed 

North Vietnamese coastal installations to discourage further 
attacks. 

.?" 
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5 Aug 

Secretary of Defense McNamara told newsmen that the American 
reprisal in the Gulf of Tonkin was livery sucessful." He said that, 
in 64 sorties by carrier-based planes, about 25 North Vietnamese 
PT boats had been destroyed or damaged. 

5~ 
lie. 

The Soviet Union denounced U. S. ffaggressiMl actions" in the Gulf 
of Tonkin and warned against "dangerous consequences" such as 
"broad armed conflict" if the U. S. did not sea~e its provocations. I:/" 

5 Aug 

The U. S. informed the U. N. Security Council of the "deliberate If 
aggression of the jlanoi regime" against U. S. naval unit s in ~-
international waters and of the U. S. retal~tory attack. Soviet 
tlelgate Platon D. Morozov charged the U. S. with committing ,-.. -
"agression lt against North Vietnam.by dispatching its destoryers 

.to the Gulf of Tonkin and proF~ed that North Vietnam be invited 
by the Council to submit its side of the story. 

6 Aug 

A Communist Chinese government statement charged the U. S. with 
. having gone "over the brink of war" by its attacks on North 

Vietnam and warned that Communist China would not II s it idly by." 

7 Aug 

Premier Nguyen Khanh decreed a state of emergency and ordered 
stringent controls on the population, including travel curbs, 
curfews, and censorship of the press. He cited the danger of 
new Gommunist attacks from the North, but observers felt he 
was also concrned about unrest among the South Vietnamese. 

7 Aug 

At President Johnson's request Congress passed a resolution 
supporting "all necessary measures" taken by the President to 
IIrepel any armed attack lf on American forces and to "prevent 
further agression." The vote was unanimous in the Housef~there 
weFe only two nays in the Senate. ~ 

J 
7 Aug 

General Khani.~ . 
~, ffioved to consolidate his 
emergency decrees. Ultimately, he invoked a new constitution 
which he became president with virtually dictatorial pawers. 
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8 Aug 

Soviet Premier Khrushchev affirmed that the Soviet Union "doe s 
not want war" but warned that "if imperialists unleashed war 
on Socialist countries, the people of the Soviet Union will ••• 
stand up for ••• other Socialist countries." 

8 Aug 

~e U. S. Department of 
withdrlaw its destroyers 
few days", but reserved 
future. 

9 Aug 

Defense announced trat the U. S. would 
from the Gulf of Tonkin Itin the (next 
the right to make similar patro~s in the 

The North Vietnamese government rejected a U. N. invitation to 
participate in the Security ~ouncil debate on the U. S.-North 
Vietnamese dispute stating that only the signatories of the 1954 
Gen eva Conferen ce were "competent II ~ "examine fI the " war act commi ttedL--
by the U. S. government." -f"b -

10 Aug 

Premier Knanh stated that Communist China had stationed 
approximately 15 jet fighters in Hanoi and that there had been 
evidence of Communist echinese troop movements in North Vietnam. 

10 Aug 

South Vietnam severed diplomatic relations with Indonesia because 
of Indonesia's decision to exchange ambassadors with North Vietnam. 

11 Aug I 
\ 

.,,1.] J-e c . ;".--
;~Communist-~ .... National Liberation Front distributed leaflets ln 

hamlets northeast of Saigon warning that it would fire only on 
government troop units accompanied by U. S. military advisers. 
Viet Cong guerrillas kidnapped a U. S. civilian aid official. 

12 Aug fA?-
Nine~-six/helicopters t\ransported=_l,OOO government troops 30 miles 
northwest of Saigon to battle Viet Cong guerrillas, but the operation 
failed. 

16 Aug 
. n 

General Nguyen Khanh made hims~f president, citing the need to 
overcome the public passivity and make the people more responsive 
to the demands of the war effort. 
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17 ~g 

Indonesian President ~ukarno charged the U. S. with aggression 
against North ~ietna~edicteda U. S. defeat in South Vietnam. 

19 Aug 

A student ~SOCiation meeting in Saigon denounced President 
Khanh for establsihing a "military dictatorship." 

20 Aug 

Buddhist leaders across the nation urged their followers to rid the 
current govenmment of "dishonet elements of the old regime" which 
still !fIah g ~ and persecuted the Buddhist religion. 

I"V1 eJ1'l~ce 

20 "Aug 

Three U. S. officers and a non-commissioned officer were killed 
in an ambush in Kien Hoa, 45 miles southwest of Saigon. 

21 .l"l.ug 

Student demonstrators joined by Buddhists staged massive anti­
government rallies charging the Khanh government with being "worse 
than the Ngo Dinh Diem dictatorship." 

21 Aug 

An Army Special ~orces adv~er was killed in action while 
accompanying a~ patrol inTbua ':hien province some 300 miles 
north~ast of Saigon. 

21-22 Aug 

Popular J.·orces platoons of Hoa My and H!i:ep Hung, two small outposts 
commanding one of the major canaU in the delta region, withstood 
a Viet Cong battalion attack, estimated at 700 strong. 

21 Aug 

Foun Americans were killed in a Viet Cong ambush of a government 
battalion in the Mekong Delta, 45 miles southwest of Saigon. 

21 Aug 

A CIA report on South Vietnam was made public. It expressed 
doubts about the possibility of achieving a military victory 
in South Vietnam and stated that it may become necessary~ arrange 
"some kind of negotiated settlement, based upon neutralization." 
The U. S. government denied that the report represents U. S. 
govenment policy. 
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23-24 Aug 

Student and Buddhist demonstrations erupted into riots and spread 
to all major South Vietnamese cities. 

24 Aug 

The U. S. State Dpeartment affirmed support for the government 
of President Khanh. 

25 Aug 
.t;. ... f h Vlo#'f flO J41"'S'< /\ 

Prhgoverment proclamatibn announced that the ~ilitary ~ouncil ~ 
would "repeal" the constitution, elect a new head of ~tate and 
then disband to "return to ••• purely military functions." 

27 Aug . ~ 
Catbolic demonstrations in Saigon led to religiOUsl~ oriented ~ 
outbreaks. Tbe violence was apparently am~unautho~~ed response 
on the part of extremist Catholic groups to the buddhist 
agi tat ion of several days previous§::t. l./ 

" 
27 Aug 

The Military Council named a tbree-man triumvirate, consisting 
of Generals Nguyen Khanh, Duong Van Minh, and Tran Thien Khiem, 
to rule for not more than two months to give them time to form 
a national congress. . 

2S Aug 

Authority was reimposed in South vfietnam when paratroops appeared n 
in the streets, firing into the air to scatter mobs of Buddhists an~ 
Homan Catholics battling each other with clubs and hatchets. Some 
119 youths, including suspected Communists, were arrested. 

29 Aug 

General Nguyen Khanh temporariy turned the premiership O~e~ to 
Deputy Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Oanh. Dr. Oanh told a news 
conference the general was still jremier but "incapacitated" by 
the mental and physical strain of the crisis and~ndergoing 
medical treatment in the mountain resort of Dalat.~ 

29 Aug 
4:tfeci ... 

~ 

A USAF pilot of an Al-E S~yraider erg: z-bomber was killed when 
his plane crasbed near the runway at Bien Hoa. :£ military spoke­
sman reported that the plane had received gropn9fire while on a 
routine training mission, indicatfung the plane could have been 
downed by insurgent guns on the ~und. 
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30 Aug 

A government communique reported that peace had temporarily been 
restored to South VietnaIr}) that 449 persons had been arrested in Saigon, 
and that Communist a~ents were responsible for having infiltrated the 
capital and other cit1es to stir up religious friction between 
Catholics and Buddhists. 

30 Aug ~ 
~t 

Viet ~ongJambushed a Strike It'orce patrol in Kien Phong province, 
80 miles northwest of Saigon near the Cambodian border. 

30 nug 

A spokesman for the People(s Revolutionary ~uncil, a gpup of 
rebellious professors from the University of Hue, contended 
that the United States had acted unwisely in encourging the one-man 
rule of Premier Khanh 

1 Sep 

Brit~ announced her intention to expand her program of assistance 
to b~uth ~ietnam. 

. .. .. ~ 

1 Sep 

Nguyen Ton Hoan, leader of the Dat" Viet (a right-wing nationalist 
party whose leaders General Khanh"had accused of betraying him), 
announced his resignation as First Deputy Premier. 

1 Sep 

American offic ials told South Y ietnamese ~aders that the United l,­
States would have to reoonsider its role in the fight against 
Communists in South Vietnam if MajGen Khanh did not resume his 
participation in the governme~t. 

2 Sep " zr-
Under Buddhi~t pressureV the gove~1. of South Jetnam released ~ .. 
509 persons arrested during stree~~hting the-?" 
previous week. 

3 Sep 

W shington officials regarded the return of General Khanh to the 
remiership as an encouraging step toward a restoration of stabiiliity 

in Saigon. 

'-
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3 Sep r;-
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, General Khanh resumed active conduct of the~~emiershiP' by dissolving 
~ '-....Jthe military triumviNrat'set up on 27 Aug~nd restored lVIajGen Duong 
~Van Minh to the position of Chief of State. 

4 Sep 

High Bentagon officials announced that the Denense Department would 
continue the build-up of the U. S. military mission in jouth 
Vietnam. 

4 Sep 

Premier Khanh announced the resignation from his caretaker government 
of all army officers in m\pisterial pos t~ including a Deputy Pram iel) t...-­
and promised to lay the b~s for a new popular civilian government 
to take over after two months. 

5 Sep 

Premier Khanh obtained agreements to leave the country from some 
of ~outh ~ietnam's leading military commanders, the targets 
of particular Buddhist hatred. 

6 Sep 
C\ 

The C~mbodian government accused South Vietnam of launching a 
"major a:t)'oack" ne ar the CamLodian border town of Koh Rokar on 
5 Septemb.eEJO 

7 Sep 

South Vietnam accused Cambodia of shelling a South Vietnamese border 
post to aid Viet Cong guerrillas fleeing from government forces. 

7 Sep 

Twenty Americans in five helicopters fought a~ battle 
with a Viet Cong machine-gun crew near Phyoc Vinh. 

7 Sep 

Ambassador Taylor arrived in Washington frOm Saigon for a 
series'of conferences on the state of affairs in Vietnam and the 
United States role in it. 

8 Sep 

1fhe military triumvirate governing South Vietnam chose IJIajGen Duong 
Van Minh as chairman. 
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9 Sep 

Premier Khanh abolished internal press censorship in 00uth 
Vietnam, named two civilians to high government postsl-and moved 

C -to reconcile four generals who had been under arrest at his 
order since JanuCAfl-7 Ii' 

\ 9 Sep 

~ J\ I An optimist_i_c_--,. 
t~~· in 00 etnam as subrni tted to 

----_ .. -

V \ a ers by Ambassado~ Taylor • 

. ~~, 10 ~.. 5" '- r:?i'-' .. - --- ._--

Uv ~ u. , 40~4 'r t.~) T·he J;Jashit:g;$;e#admin1stI"9"'&lon.Ls foun-day review of- the Vietnamese 
~ crisis with Ambassador Taylor ended with the cohclusion that the 

Viet Cong insurgency could not be defeated by military means 
in the foreseeable future. 

10 Sep 

The official bUddhist weekly newspaper, Hai Treu Am, attributed 
some of the recent rioting and destruction to American influence~. 

10 Sep 

President Johnson received a report from Henry Cabot Lodge, his 
"'- - roving ambassador, that all western European governmen-u.. except 

France considered the struggle in Vietnam as "a free world pro;Qlem 
rather than a regional matter." 

13 Sep 

a no s.Lent tha t after the .......---. 
"¥-._ ..... io .-:.. resident JohnsonA' wins, v---­

groping for circumstances under whlch it 
o negotiate for an acceptable settlement 

17 Sep 

Two U. S. Army advisers who 
commanded by ~ Ie aders of 
~~ transferred. 

1 Sep I unidentified 
t!? U S Two £~HfXMKKkixx targets 8 t ~ approacli two • • destroyers 

in attack formation in the Gulf of Tonkin, 42 miles off shore. 
'lhe destroyers fired at the craft, detected elctronically, and 
apparently the attacking boats fled. 
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196y. (Continued) 

19 Sep 

Premier Khanh (sai d that Prince Norodom Sihanouk had acted;-.as 
a diplomati c ~ between the Viet Cong and neutralist 
exiles from South Vietnam. 

19 Sep / 

The New ~ l'imes'X::reported that NOl\)~h Vietnam had called for an /' 
immediate meeting of the Internat~~ontrol Commission to discuss tr 
American reports of new naval action'in the Gulf of Tonkin. 

20 Sep :I.- t>-
Mountain ibesmen in South Vietnam stage~a min~ture revolt in 
Banmethu , seizing a radio station to br~dcast a demand for an 
autonomo s tribal nation. ,ljy'nightfall, they had withdrawn and 
the government regained control. 

20 Sep 

A U. S. Army pilot was wounded by shrapnel when Communist grourld 
fire hit his *'Mohawk~ plane on a flight in which he was training 1...-'----' 
a Vietnamese pilot. ytiJil~4'~:;lt~411~e-

21 Sep 

South Vietnamese forces inflicted heavy casualties on two laO-man 
~ommunist units that had crossed the demili~rized zone into 
South Vietnam f~Dm North Vietnam on 19 September. 

!X:.< (C 
22 Sep ( 

The Defense Department ~~that at~least one and perhaps 
three unidentified craft were sunk in the 18 September encounter 
with two.U. S. destroyers in the Gulf of Tohkin. 

22 Sep 

A compromise agreement was reached to end a general strike in 
Saigon, but the city's labor leader· claimed,victory. 

~ 
23 Sep 

Viet Cong ground fire downed two U. S. piloted fighter-bomberS 
p];r e~during a night battle in the jungles southwest of Saigon. 
One "~merican pilot was missing and feared killed or captured. 

23 Sep 

Saigon officials were reported to be fearful of a full-scale 
revolt among mountain tribesmen who had became increasingly 
defiant of the gover~ment. 
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1.2.2lt (Continue d) 

24 Sep 

'l'he Defense Department) confronted with what it felt were 1--------­
contradictory reports from the NaMY, tried to reconstnuct 
the naval incident in the Gulf of Tonkin on 18 September 

24 Sep 

Premier Khanh said that the simmering rebellion of mountain 
tribesmen against lowland Vietnamese was "very serious." 
U. S. Army Special Forces troops were trying to mediate the 
situation. 

25 Sep 

Ambassador Taylor urged Premier Khanh to conciliate Vietnam's 
rebellious mountain tribesmen rather than try to force them into j, 
line. Informed sources said Khanh had agreed to remedy some of ~~ 
~ a~i;dQp.e longstanding grievances. 

25 Sep 

Rumors of an impending military c~ d'~tat lead Vietnamese commanders~ 
to move troops into defensive positions around Saigon. 

26 Sep 
(Ie..-

According to the AssiSiated Press young Vietnamese officers 
demanded that Premier Khanh dismiss some older gen~aI8. 

26 Sep 
LI. 

A High National Cdncil, composed of 17 civilians, was formally 
inaugurated and charged with the task of preparing a new 
constitution a;t1I1 :tnsH tpti!HiS '0 g&1f.:E!'42'n South Vietnam • 

..gIL 
27 Sep 

U. S. Army helicopters rescued 60 Vietnamese hostages from a camp 
of rebel tribesmen in the Central Highlands. The release of the 
prisoners met a government condition for ~8gotions with the armed 
mountain tribesmen. 

27 Sep 

About five persons were reported shot dead when security forces 
opened fire on a crowd in Quinhon, 2~0 miles northeast of Saigon. 
Later the crowd stormed a radio station and troops were called 
in to evict the demonstrators. 

~\i: _ .:;. ;;.... a.. Ii zaieC.&JIU Ii tin ~_ 
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~ (Continued) 

28 Sep 

Premier Khanh succeeded in quelling a week-long rebellion by~ 
mountain tribesmen in South Vietnam's Central Plateau. 

29 Sep 

An officaal U. S. evaluation of the revolt by mountain tribesmen 
in South Vietnam raisef. serious questions about the effectivness 
of the American Specd)j Forces Program of winning¥over the primitive 1./"" 
t 

. b 'O~ 1'\ r1 esmen. 

29 Sep 

.Premier Khanh blamed ttCommunists and foreigners" fQr stirring up 
the mountain tribesmen in the Central highlands. ~e did not 
specify which foreigners but in the suspicious atmosphere of 
Saigon the newspapers.reached the conclusion that he was 
blaming Americans. 

2 Oct 

Premier Khanh warned that his caretaker govenment would use force 
to put down any protests or strikes that threatened public order& 

2 Oct 
s 

Premier Khanh insisted that his tran[tional government would end ~. 
as scheduled by 27 October. 

2 Uct 

The Associated Press reported that young ~outh Vietnamese were 
going to Europe in numbers greater than at any time since the 
French regime in Indochina collapsed in 1954. 

3 Vet 
. ~ 

I~xreas~ng disillusionment arose from the feeling that ambitio«s ~ 
p~~itioens and agents suspected of Viet Cong connections had used ~ 
Buddhist ~rganizations in t e last month. ~ 

3 Oct 

The National Salvation Council, 
party, set out to organize on a 
to be in a positon of ~wer when 
ci vilian rule. -0 

3 Oct 

a South Vietnamese pmlitical 
national scale in an attempt 
South Vietnam returns to 

The(;~~~~nalca~Council announced that a provisional charter for 
South Vietnam would be ready for debate on 5 October. 
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