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HEADQUARTERS U. S. MARl N E CORPS 

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 20360 

25 August 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

Subj: Statements (one classified, one unclassified) by General 
Wallace M. Greene, USMC, Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
before the Senate Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Armed Services Committee on the Air War Against 
North Vietnam scheduled for Tuesday, 29 August at 1400; 
clearance of 

Ref: (a) ASecDef Memo for the Service Secretaries of 6 Jan 1967, 
subj: Security Review of Executive Session Congressional 
Testimony (U) 

(b) DepSecDef Memo for the Service Secretaries on 11 Jan 
1965. subj: Congressional Appearances by Department 
of Defense Witnesses (U) (FOUO) 

Encl: (1) Statement by General Wallace M. Greene, USMC, Comman­
dant of the Marine Corps, before the Senate Preparedness 
Investigating Subcommittee of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee on the Air War Against North Vietnam, on 
Tuesday, 29 August at 1400 of 21 Aug 1967 (S) 

(2) Stat ement by General Wallace M. Greene, USMC, Comman­
dant of the Marine Corps, before the Senate Preparedness 
Investigating Subcommittee of the Armed Services Committee 
on the Air War Against North Vietnam, on Tuesday, 29 
August at 1400 (U); prepared for press release by the 
Committee if it so desires 

1. In accordance with reference (a). enclosures (1) and (2) were 
submitted to the As sistant Secretary of Defens e for Public Affairs 
(Directorate for Security Review) for clearance on ;/1 'C~-~, It:, 1 
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2. On Thursday evening. 24 August. at 1825. I received a telephone 
call from the Acting Secretary of the Navy. Mr. Baird. who was 
calling me at my quarters from Mr. Baird's office in regard to the 
clearance of enclosures (1) and (2). Mr. Baird said that he was 
calling in connection with enclosures (1) and (2) which had been sub­
mitted to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) for 
clearance. He said that Mr. Frickland ( ) 
was with him - Baird - in Baird's office, and Frickland was concerned 
with two aspects of my statement. The first aspect was my comment 
regarding the requirement for an additional division and helicopter 
support in I Corps. The second aspect concerned my statement 
regarding the closure of the port of Haiphong. Mr. Baird stated that 
Mr. Frickland felt that it would be better if the Commandant did not 
volunteer information regarding these two subjects in his proposed 
statement. although Mr. Baird and Mr. Frickland realized that what 
the Commandant said about these two subjects represented his already 
known position regarding the two matters. "In any event. " said Mr. 
Baird. "the Committee is certain to ask you for your views, whether 
they are expressed in your opening statement or not. and you can 
state your views when so aSked. " 

3. I replied to Mr. Baird that these statements represented my 
personal views which were well known to the Secretaries and the 
Joint Chiefs. and that while I was willing to modify my statements 
to insure that they were in accordance with references (a) and (b) 
that I nevertheless felt that this was an unwise thing to do because 
the Committee was certain to ask me whether the statement which 
I presented to them at the hearing was the same statement which I 
had submitted to the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public 
Affairs for clearance. And if this were done, I would have to 
truthfully reply that it was not and would be compelled to explain 
why the changes were made. After a conversation with Mr. Frick­
land which I could not hear over the telephone, Mr. Baird repeated 
his previous views~ or those of Mr. Frickland. I asked Mr. Baird 
to return the two statements to me as soon as possible so that I 
could re-examine the statements and make any changes which I 
considered might be necessary in the light of references (a) and (b). 
A messenger delivered the sealed envelope to my quarters at ___ _ 
The envelope contained only one statement, the classified Secret 
version; the unclassified statement was not in the envelope. and I dO~ 
not know what happened to it. I immediately re-examined the classi-
fied version and made changes as indicated in the filed copy attached' ". 

~\""'O hereto. ~_~ \ ~ ~. 

~ V v"'~~ 
WALLAc~mENE • .iR.~ 
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OFFICE OF 

THE UNDER SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

24 August 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL 
WALLACE M. GREENE, JR., 

USMC 

D ear General, 

Attached are the papers 
which you discussed over the phone 
with Mr. Baird at 6: 30 this evening. 

Attachment 

Very respectfully, 

~\~~ ~ __ 11 
Michael Spark ...., v~ 
Lieutenant Colon , USMC 
Marine Corps A~d!e 

" 
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Statement by 
General Wallace M. GREENE, USMC 

ATA12-dak 
21 Aug 1967 

Commandant of the Marine Corp; 
Before the Senate Preparedness Investigating 
of the Senate Armed Services Conunittee 

Subcommittee 

On the Ai,;r:~, War Against North Vietnam on. ___ -,-'-.,,;.,i'" ______ _ 
.:\~: •• I ':;~1 

Mr. Chair.ID~n and Member~ of the Committee 
. ~. '/' . 

It is an honor and a distinct personal pleasure to meet 

with you again. I know you have questions and I hope to 

answer them. 
\ 

Since I have recently returned from a most rewarding 

trip to South_Vietnam,~erhaps I can set the stage for some 

qf your questions. t found - as usual - a refreshing desire 

on the part of all hands to contribute to the war and, even 

more encouraging, a complete reversal of the pessimistic 

outlook - the doubts and fears - which plague us so here 

in Washington. 

The Marines are more deeply conunitted than ever in all 

facets of the war. For example, out of our entire active 

structure,~~f the Marine infantry battalions, ~7%?Of the 

Jet Tactical Squadrons. and ~4% 10f the Helicopter Squadrons 
-

are fighting in Vietnam. This adds up to very nearly 1/3 of 

all the Marines on our rolls being committed to the Yietnam 

War. This proportion of commitment is higher than that of 

any other Service. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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V" 
~thOugh the Marine Corps is stretched thin world-wide. 

as a result~I would like to give you an idea of what return 
~ 

the nation is getting from this commitment. In I CTZ, during 

the first 6 months of this year, wehad~4~of all enemy 

incidents and fi2!J6f all enemy forces opposed by only 21% 

of the friendly forces, but we produced 45% of the total 

enemy killed. While, of course, US Army and. Free World ·forces 

have contributed to operations in the I Corps area, the 

. heaviest actions have involved Marine Corps forces in the 

DMZ area o I believe the results show clearly that the Marine 

operational a~d organizational concepts are sound o 

The enemy, by directly committing large segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, has 

opened, a second front. This clearly amounts ... to open aggres-

sion against South Vietnam, giving the lie to communist 

propaganda for all to pee. His overall strategy, as 

expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prime Minister, is: 

" •• o through a program of all-out attacks, to cause 

many US casualties, and so to erode the US will that the 

anti-war influences will gain decisive strengtho" 

2 
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Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van Mai 

of the NFL Press office in Phnon Penh said: 

"The National Liberation Front will entice the 

Americans close to the North Vietnamese border and will 

bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will be destroyed." 

In essence, our enemy is counting on his patience, our 

lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as his formula 

to win. Further, he wants to divert'our forces from the 

critical regions where the people and resources are. 

He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away from 

the critical, populated lowland areas, but he'" has paid, 

heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I CTZ just in the 

first six months of 19670 That is the price he was willing 

to pay in an effort to slow down our pacification program. 

But despite his ~fforts, it is, still grinding, slowly, ahead. 

The rate of progress is slow and as long as we must counter 

the threat of 5lJenemy battalions in the general DMZ area, 

progress will continue to be slow. 

f'It is f~r those reasons that we need more forces in 
I.-

SVN, Ed I applaud the President's recent decision to .. 

provide some additional forces ~. a step in the. right dir.ecti.,pJi 

~ SEC' IkD F . :=J , .i1 ~~.,-.,j 
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the Marines are not a major participant in the activity 

over North Vietnam, we have been involved, from the very 

beginning and are getting deeper into it all the time. -, 

In addition to our continuing effort in~ute Package J:L~n 
Southern North Vietnam, our A6 and EA6 assets are being used 

'- -" ...... ---",.,..~;----~ 

in the' far north and our Marine Tactical Data System prbvtaes-' " '. ", 

a vital link in the entire chain of air coordination. That 

we'.have been able to make these needed contributions to the 

air campaign in the North in addition to conducting operations 

in I Corps is testimony,. I believe, to, the soundness of 

Marine Corps concepts that its forces must be balanced in 

air/ground structure and equipment to meet readily any 

combatant task that US commitments around the world may require. 

As you well know, I have long been an advocate of a 

stronger air campaign against WVN, and I remain convinced ... 
that such must be a necessary part of our strategyp Since 

Admiral Sharp~ and General Wheeler have covered that 

SECRET 4 
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strategy and the relationship of the air campaign to it, I 

won't go over it again. I would emphasize, however, that we 

must make it as difficult and costly as we can for Hanoi 

to support the war. Of prime importance in accomplishing 

this task is reducing to the minimum their importation of 

war supporting matedal. QhiS requ~res the closure of Hai­

phong to deny the sea lines of communication while concur-

rently c~tting the enemy d supply lines to China. I have 

consistently recommended. harbor of Haiphong 

since November of 1964. am not a believer in 

sanctuary or buffer areas. I do not hold with those who 

feel that actions against t wouid trigger rrtaj or reaJki~~~<~""'~"~"""''' 
~ ." -n .. ;':"',';".......: .. ___ • ...; .~ , 

by the Soviets or the Chinese.] They are supporting 

an aggressor - who is That support results in 

the loss of American lives. This does not seem to me 

to warrant extraordinary me for their safety while 

they accomplish this support. In short, my position has 

consistently been that we must do all we can to reduce 

infiltration of men and material, regardless of its source, 

[whether from NVN, through Laos, Cambodia, or by ~,;!l We l ' 
should do everything possible -- indeed we have the respon-

sibi1ity to provide our forces with the support they 

SECRET requireo 
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Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

aware of them as you should be. My duty is to answer your 

questions about them. But there are bright sides as well, 

and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts of NVN 

to invade the South in force, designed to reverse the successes 

we have made in our vital pacification task, have not succeeded; 

and every invasion has met with dismal failure - and over-

whelming enemy losses. But they have slowed down the planned 

progress we had for pacification. To that extent, we must 

concede a measure of enemy::success. Short of that, however, 

'.' ~. all they have left to hold to is their hope that, be<;ause ~'''''\ 

of the slowness of our progress, and our casualties, and our 
, 

domestic dissent, we will become discouraged. ,I, for one,' 

gentlemen, am not discouraged. It will take time, and mopey, 

and determination; not just by the military, but by all 

Americans. The amount of time the actual fighting will 

last .~ a function of the effectiveness of the air campa~gn, 

the number of combat forces we have on the ground for both 

the pacification and major engagement tasks, the supporting 

naval effort, and the soundness of our: strategy. 

Thank you, Mro Chairman. 

6 
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Statement by ,I 1 ;, 

General Wallace M. GREENE, U~MC Ii 
Commandant of the Marine j cor~s ~,I; ,: J" 
Before the Senate Preparedness'Iri'vestigating-Su1;:>committee 

• L . I't . 

of the Senate Armed ServiceslCommittee 
On the Air War Against North Vie thanii on 

"~I ' 'I. ~---------
. ~ 'fl, f:' ; 

Mr 0 Chairman and Members ':1 of 'he C:Omml ttee .J.. 

i ' I' < I; , 
,II "I" 

It is an honor and a;: diSI~inct: p~~sonal 
!' I" P 

meet with you again. Ikno~; lyou :haJ~.qUestions i and I 
j:j I l'~ 

I 
I !, ~ 

;, I ' , t' 
i : 'I/', I 

I 
1 i 

pleasure: to 

hope to answer them. 

l~ ;:; 
Since I have recently re 'urned from a most ~ewarding 

-I i ,I ·;.t I 
.j , • , r '~ ! 

trip to South Vietnam, perha:is I '.baril' set the :stage for 
PI "'. " " 

f \~ ~ .j if'~ , ~" 
some of your question~. ':1 fl,und~- a,s usual - a refresh~' 

cI f ,I I-
I I ': t,) 

ing desire on the part of all, hands ito contribute, to the 
i I I : t" ,.: ' 
,), 1 ~ ~ I, : 

I ':" (' . 

war and, even more encou1agi, g, at c~plete, revefsal of 
i t I I I~ ,! ' 

the pessimistic outlook ,* ttl doubts>and fears ... whic,h, / 
:I I I .' I, : " " 

:,,1 I l" 

plague us so here in was~ing" on. 'f l~ , 
,j l~ ; t, 

The Marines are more I dee']lY connnitted :than ~ver' in 
" i I fl 
! 1 I II 

all facets of the war. Very: nearly :1/3 of all the I , 

:1 ,:: ; r ' 
Marines on our rolls are~1 co litte; tf the Vietnam War. 

Th . . i f t' III. -, h.l ~ h h h f ~s propos~t on 0 comm tmeqt ~s: ~g er t an t at 0 
! .i I' 

! ;f!: 
,I I I" 

give;: you! an i~el of what' return the. 

any other Serviceo 

I would like to 
I 

nation is getting from this :~ommiitme:.nt • Ini ,I 

'l11 : 
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during the first 6 months of;lthiS' ye~r with ovel;' 40% of 
ill "1 ! 1 .'i , 

all enemy incidents and ,?verf '30% of ~ll enemy forces 
"I' II I ':';; , 
'. ", " 

opposed by only 21% of the f ;iend~y forces, we produced 

45% of the total enemy k~l1e~.. Whi1~, of coUrs~, US Army 

':\ ~'I' "It " I 
and Free World forces ha¥e c ntri~utFd to operations in 

'I I I !f ' 
the I Corps Area, the heaviest ac~iohs have involved 

il ! I::' I ~ I 

Marine forces 'in the DMZ :Are! ,. Iii be~ieve the results show 
" i l " '~ 

clearly that the Marine oper'Fional ~nd organizational , II ;j \11 ' , 

:1 r :' [ 'I " i 
I " ~ 

\1 f :: 1 ~ I 

concepts are sound. 

, I j . "i .' I 
The enemy, by direct~y ctlmmit~in~ large seg~ent~ of . 

North Vietnamese Regular ':~rm fro~ tHe DMZ sanc~uary" 
,I ~ \ < 1 ' , 
'II' ,!. , i 

has opened a second front. . is clearly amounts to open 
.i II .' I' 
'J t f: ( 

aggression against South~'Vie "ham,:\ giving the li~ to 
j' 1\ . ' < , 

I ',' , " I 

communist propaganda for ~,all:\~O s~e.l; His.'overa];l st:rategy, 
1 . I , : 

as expounded by Pham Van~Don the:NVN Prine Minister, is: 
'~I 
" f . I.; " 

" •.. through a program, of all-p,ut attacks ,: to: ' 

cause many US casualties,;~ anllso ~o ~rode the' u~ wiili, 
.-: ! \: I: ' : 

that the anti-war influedces ~I ilL;ga1n decisive :strength". ; , ! ,; f: 
Insofar as the DMZ ar'ea ~~ conce;ned, Nguye~ Van 

! ),' 

~i: ! ; 

Mai, a high VC official Slaid ;,. .:'j' i: , 
.';1 I ,(. , , 

"The National Lib~ratiJ n Fiond wiliientice the 
;1 f' '1 ;':i I ' ,I ), 

,I I ,It 
Americans close to the North l'iVeitname,se border. and will 

Ii Ii, 
\ I Ii 
H, i" 
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bleed them without mercy..! IJ southern South Vietnam the 
I I j 

I ,:1 .. t 
pacification campaign will bl

l 
destroyed." 

I ~ : . 
I ( .• I' 

In essence, our enem~, is! counting on his patience, 
J :.l : : 

our lack of it, plus an attr~~lbion~' of:lour forces,i as 

his formula to win. Fur~her!: he ~an~s to diJert ·our 
,; l~l : :. I 

forces from the critical"reg,~ons where the people and 
'I r I' : ' 

':i I ' 
':1 r " ii 
'" I ,j d il \ I I t: , , 

He has succeeded to a de'f' ee !n ~rawing forGes away 
I r : 'i 

~ i ; .j' ~ '; 
from the critical, popu13:tedll~owland;':areas, but ;he has 

'I : »1 
paid heavily. He has lost 0 er 3Q,OqO troops in I CTZ .; ; I ~; 
just in the first six mo~thsf pf 19671.; That is the price 

,~~ : I :,1:,; r 
he was willing to pay in ~:an I ffor~ t~ slow down ipur;tp'acifi-

'I III ~ IiI : cation program. But desP;ite! riS Tffrrts, it 'is 'still 
grinding slowly ahead. The ~rte 6f p,rogress is ,slow and 

,I :!l. ' :' 
as long as we must counter tij,e threat of invasion in the 

,': ; n ,',' \ 
'1 II 

DMZ area, it will continue t9 be sloW. 

It is for those reas~;ns Jhat we~eed more forces in 

resources are. 

..111 . 
SVN, and I applaud the Pr'esid~nt' s recent decision to 

:11\ " ;. 
I I :r ~ 

~I . 'I .-

provide 98MIi .. additional fOrCj"!s, as 'a i:;Lcp j p the 'r] gbt 
, I', 

,.~ , I ~ i , ' 
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accomplish our assigned Obje6~iVe~ in; the I CTZ --- if 
;Ill ' . 

we are to accomplish those o~~ect1vei' in a reasonable 

period of time. ; r~1 ~ I, 

With respect to the air ~~\ r, the i.Marines have been 
, , . /, 

involved from the very begin~':ng and tare getting' dee~er 
!ijf, I' 

into it all the time. In:', adJ~tio~ t6: our continuing 

:': I~I:' , 
effort in Southern North Vie~ am, ;ou~,aircraft a~e being 

I ill ,i' 

used in the far north. That t~r.. e h~ve lbeen. able to make 

these n.eeded contributions to the ,'air; campaign in. the 

North in :addi tion to cond~ct~ ,g o~er~'~ions' in I Corps 

is testimony, I believe, to t~e soundhess of Marine 
I ' I . 

Corps concepts that its f6rc~' mus't be balanced in 

air/ground structure and :~qu~,imen~ t~, meet readily any 
, , I ': : 

combatant task that U 0 S ocommfitmen'ts 'around the world 
! '! I ~: 
'; ;' i, . , 
I " p 

may require. 

I ;1 "1: . 
As you w~ll know, I h~ve lflong ;been an advocate of a 

strong air campaign against ~1No 1 would emphasize,; that 
:., 

I i,I'I'1 
'I in my view, we must.make it a:~ dif'fic'~lt and costly as 

! III . 
we can for Hanoi to support tlfie war. ,: Of prime importance 

in accomplishing this task isjllreduciJ;~ to the minimum 

their importation of war ~upp:~rting material. ~ 
'ill! ,. 
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d6! all we can! to 
!'; I 

QlS cpnsistently heep 

reduce infiltration of men regardless of 
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1 rl. . 

~amaMisa5 in. by 5e.Q. We :~hou:, d do e~:erything possible 
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'indeed we have the respo1"l;~ib+\l.ity '!-- f:to provide ,our 
,1 ,~I, '1,/ 1 

forces with the support theYI,~eqUire~: 
i 1\ I I, 

Of course we have our: pro' lems. !~ou gentlemen are 
I 'II " 

aware of them as you Sho~ld ~I~' ~y duty i~ to answer 
I 1 ': ;' 

your questions about the~I'. ~~lt t~erTI ~re br~~ht: sides 

as well, and they also mer~ t twour \co1jls~derat~on., 
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the successes we have made iri,our \rital pacification 
~; ; 11 (I: 

task, have not succeeded;: an~!lleve:r:j invasion has met 
, 'u/' 

,I "I " 

with dismal failure and oyerw~elm~ng!enemy losses. But 
I .ill ' ,; , 

they have slowed down the;plaMnedprdgresswe'had for 

pacification. To that ex,~,;enJII we ~uj~ concede a'measure 
1 ! I l' 

, 'I : 
of enemy success. Short of d!\.at, ;however ,all they have 

i : I ' 
left to hold to is theirhop~ l'tha~, because of the s;Low-

ness of our progress, and,:: ou~llcasualties, and our 

domes tic dissent, we wilL bec~me disqouraged. I, for 
,: ;jll!' ' 
,: ,I, 

one, gentlemen, am not discoJ~aged:. lIt will take time, 

and money, and determinationJlnotju~t by the 'military, 
'~ ! 

but by all Americans. we."ca~~I! and w~:must, p·ersever:e. 
i ; ~ 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 'II! 
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ASSISTANT SECRt::TAKY OF' DEi='ENSC: 

WASHINCTON. D,C. 20301 

January 6. 1967 

PUO"'IC Af'FAiRSo 

},,'L:::.J.\:~O:::Z...-\X0UM FOR SECRETARY OF TE-IE ARMY .' . 
SECRE;TARY Ol? TEE NAVY .~~:r..::;:::~::s~}.<~ 
SECRETARY O~-;' THE AIR FORCE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
(COMPTROLLER) 
ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY 
(LEGISLAT"iV E AFFAIRS) 

SUB; ECT: Securi.ty Review of E.xecU-tive Se S 5 ion Congres siona.l 
Testimony 

.-
Reicrc:-.c.:::s; ~_DoD Directive 5122.5, IfAssistani: Secreta.ry of Defense 

, V·· (Public Affairs), II July 10, 1961 

DoD Directive 5400.4, "Provision of Inio::;-:..-.;::.";;~on to 
to the Congress, 1/ December 24, 1966 

:"~.::::::·crcnces (a) a.nd (b) assign to this office authority lOT sccur:.ty review 
0: t.::st~::"1".O;"Ly by 'Defense witnesses Defore Cong:-cssional Commi.ttees 

,,:c :'5 ~!ss-.;::,·;::~::.l·to th-a e:fici-a:-_'~ d·18ch~::g.3 of '.:1:J.is responsiMlity that my 
Dir~ctQ::'-:l~8 fa:: Sccui·i~y·Rt)view: -

Be p:r:.:.vidcd c::'::3is'~e::·c.J a\;:1:h~i"i~2.·:;i-/~J a::d. d;;:iensible security 
:positio:-:..s on t::ansci"ipts of e>:ec.:::i:5.7a SeSSkl:1. t.;:stimony which clearly 
i(L;~ .. ::.i.fy :'or dde-::io:l. that iniol'maticn "he 'I.L.a'l.:tho~ized disclosure of 
w:lich (;01.:1d result :i.:l. damage to the :tT2J.i:;.;;d St3.~CS within the mean·i..'1g 
0': 2x<.:c'l .. tiv..:: Ord,;:- 10501. . 

B.,; afforded adequa.te tim~ to permit thorough fi,;1,ii security 
:::..:vi.::w ::I.ction. 

It ~:.i impera.tive that security review action be supported with 
d.;::ensible security positions. Inco:lsistencles can..'1ot be justiiied 
and l.J. .... evitably result in severe criticism fropL Chairm.en and 

' .. : .. -. . ! .' ... . 
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. 1t~c:-.;.be:·s of C<;mgressionc-cl Committees. Security gc:idancc5 are 
ir<2q-..:c:-.tly so D1'o3.d that intel'pretations and judgments vary. widely. 
withi;-. a si'ngle department. I therefore \lTge addressees to review 
D:roced~~::cs lor the cstablisluTl.cnt of consistent, authori.tativc, and 
dciensi'.Jlc s ~curit'f -;)ositio\"ls. , ~ . 
"i'ir:-:.c to bc a:lowed for tl'anscript review by the Directorate for 
S('!cul'itv Rev~ew is established as a mbi.mum of forty-'eight hours 
or o:1e-hal! of the time available between official receipt of a 
tra:-lscript from a Congressional Committee and the deadline for 
its return to the Committee. 

L .. the iaterest of effecting thorough sc'curity review of testimony 
-;vit:1.in the shortest time practicable •. 1 am herein restati.ng pertinent 
policies ;:mc1 prOCedUl"CS and establishing addit·i.::>nal requirements: 

A. Prepared Statements 

1. Congressional Comrnitte<:!s norrr.ally desire that 
prepared s:atements be dehY~LE!g to the Committee 
staffs ~.!.J:~ventY-=l.9..l<X .h9'J..,Es_iE-, adv...§LE.£~~e 
hearinL It is incumber:t upon the responsi,!)le . 
monitoring agencies to keep p·:ospective witnesses 
apprised of upcoming appeara.nces and insure that 
their statements are prepared sufficiently early 
.to allow for proper proces sing and review. 

2. Prepared sta'tem~ntB'\vUI 00 ElUbmitted in qutl.ctruplica.to 
to the Directora~~cc"..l:·~ Review, OASD('pA), 
at lea.st.JIy.e ':'Loilin..z_.day'~_p-!"_:or to the day of delivery 

_to the Committee. While thert!· may be cases in 
'. ~f:ichthe prescribed time limit cannot be met, 

monito:rbgagencies must insure compliance with 
these requLrements in a.ll cases except·true 
c n1. ~ 1: g en c i c s ~ 

£. Transcripts 

1. Following testimony by DoD witnes'ses before a 
Congressional Commi.ttee in closed session, the 
Committee .will normally provide the Department 
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of Defense a stenograp1:.ic t:::anscript of tcstir:l.ony in 
order that: (1) necessa,:.-y ecii.toria.l c():;:l'ections ma.y 
'0"; m,ac~c, (2) additonal in.t(Hal.ation :::cqucsted may 'l,)e 
?l·uv:'d<.:d, and (3) s~cu::.'ity information n"lay be dd,"b!d 
i: publicatio!l is contemplatcd. 

4 

3 

2. :2;"'7editi..ous han.dling and editiDg,is essential. Time 
limi.ts for the return,of transcripts a:re normally 
im;?oscd by the Con,;p,'esslonal Committees. Monitoring 
agcnci8s must exc:-cise tight control over each step 
in the review process to insure thel'e is no W"ljustiiiable 
dcby. 

3. :;:nio rm2.t:on pre s en~~sLip.J:L9_~];i0K~~~Y..E_'2~_E~_E~1_~d 
~tO the pL:.blic unti~,":r~~C!_~_~,~c:r..2.Y_the <;;:_9mmitt~sU?-E.._t»~ 
'-ue-rmis-;io;-;{'t'h,'e Com:nitte.~... The importance of. 
-;n-arnr-arnf;gth~-~';;fid";;'~'~-of Congres; in this regard 

--cannot b~ overemphasized. 

4.:....:2diting bL.:::.~tne.~s~_~~h9..ul_SU?~.)~0itei..!0 punctuation 
~1.nd changes of language designed to clarify the intent 
of the witn(~sscs and to co::'rection. of ;-nis'..:a.kes in 
facts' or figures. Ex:ter.sivc substantive revision 
or the addition of' new iniormation is :lot pe:rmittcd 
urllcss expressly a1:.tnorized by Cor.gr~ssiQnal, 
C o:nm i tt c.:: s. Ma. te £.i_C),Lt~--b c .. del et cd .fo r_ed~~g .. lj'!1J 
reaSO:lS will be lined O'Jt rather than brack.eted. '- .. -~-- . ---.~.--.. - ..... ..-.... __ ......... -_ .. ,,_ ..... ¥_._- ~ . 

_:e._r3:..c..~e.~_s .. a Le .~g,s. ~;y~~_Lo!: . .3_c:.s:.l1.1'5.tY'_,Q9.1~t:i~p._~,~ 
Editing will be done in ordi~ary black lead per-eil 
and p.ri.nted where possible. 

", 

5" Infurrn.J.tion \vh.ich \var::'4ar..~s tl1c protectlon of a 
securtty classifica.tion will bF:! marked faT deletion 
by'orackets /-7 with ordi",ary black lead pencil-

'-- ....... __ ._",_ .. ----~.-~.------------ .. - .... --.--.--~.. .. ..-
and tho: symbol of the offic:e O_!_Qxga.c"li.z.a..tiO-"l 

taking the actio!1 entered :n the rnargi!1 .. Security 
..... dei~t·i.ons must be as specific as p~-~;i·b·it!- ::for .... 

_'7xample. <:las sified figu:::-es will no rmally' be 
d-eleted rather than the sentence or pa'r~graph in· 
which they appear. li an entire passage or page· 
i!3 ,con:.;idcJ.;cd to requi.re deletion. the brackets ' 

. ~. ., 
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p ... c.c.:.~e.sSecS ar'c"! requested to p::-ovide this office "vittl i.:11orrnation 
, CO" - • .,. ,_: -,'Y '-" '''::J 0- S ih; li ~i 0 s ass; an e d - ne. p -o~-~ au :;:-;:::-~·(;:.:-.:c'd.'-~:-o-
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Li1:"o:::r;1.3.:::'o:-" iilcluding,the names of the offices which w~ll be 
... (:.s?o;ls~bl<:: tOl- rnonitoring the action'on pr0})3.red statemen'.:s, 

~1"J.r:..s c ri?t s~ a~d ins crts, 'is desire~_ ~y._~~::-<::!x.) 5,J.~L9,6.:;''';-
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I 
,,,ill clcady indic2..tc the exter-t' of the deletion 
::r~'"2omrnc!"lded" \'i"lre:rmore t.."han one page is 

,:::na!"}~ed for' deletion,' b:;:-ackets should DC us cd 
~t"'tr.e begi:Q.ning and endo£ each page. 
'Recommenaations, 101" ddctio!1 of i..Tliorn"lation 
iro::n cX8cutiv,e sessio::l tr2..!!scripts mc:st refle,ct 
a deic::::siblc s~cuTity position tnat can be con­
sistently ma:i.::,tain~d irom dc:.yto d2.¥R irom witness 

: to \vi~nes::;~ a:J.d irom comnli'~:ee to co:nmittec. 

6 0 _-\.fte:: neceS3a::ry edi'.;i!:g.and p::::elimin,'l::::y security 
:ceview r.a.ve be en accompli;;hed~ mOT..:tod.ng 
agencic s will ,submit t::3,p.s,cz-ip::;:; fo:!." ii!:.2.l s ecu::rity 
review by the Directorate foe: Secl1?ity R8vicw~,' 
Office Assista.r:.t Secn:tary of Defen.:; e (Public 

'll...ua-io·s). It is e.s3c:!lU .... ::.l that :rnonito:!."i;'"lg agencies -.........-_._-_._-_ .. _ ..... "- - ~'-'- ---- -.-~"" ... " .... _-
2.:-T;.1.ngc .t2_m_~~! !~~ __ tj.!U.c~.~cqui::-eme;1.t £o-.r this , 

-Te~:icw-by th~ Directorate io-:: Secur~~y_,~~_yi9.W. 
W1.1ich {s-st;:te-d-e-a-rri·e·"-:-inth;S-~-e·~'ara:2c1um. as a 

:mi..Dirnu.1TI of: io::::~y.::~:ighth_ouZ'o 0:;: or"c-haF 9i_t4~ 
time 3. vailable b cio!"-:; the de ~di;;,,~.~~-s·t';'biishe<i_, 

. -bY·"fr~C·:·C'0!Ti.·m:i";::c~·e':""· FG:;i~' 5 ~ cu!"ity dete rm.inations 
... ·~vili'b'~·-~·~d~-b·y--:-th~'t Di!'~c;:0:r2:::~, udEzL.'!g :red 

pen.~21 m3.rkings • 

70 It is the policy of the Dir~ctor2.te'fo:r Security 
Rz·vic::'w. during po:;,k wOl'k 102.d p,s:dods~ to review 
tr~:nzcripts or>. a ii::::s~ ·in-ii:-st ou';; b~~3iG. Monitori."1g 

. a~enci,".!s which c1esle:e, i:-:l so,:;ci2..1 C2.ses. to chance __ ?_.,,_,. ~ .. __ ........ ___ ... , ... _.. ., ,.' _ ,. ., '_.' '",_ ._., ., ,._ .to. ...... ~_ ...... ~ .. ,_~, •• '_ .". ...... •. , _ • .. • _~ • .::J .. ~ 

as s~~~r::,d V::,~():;:i~i,,"s"".wlP 1::~.,,;'~2p~~::.i1?}~.Jo:r :m3.~g,; 
.. ~~the n.~cessa:ry 2.2':rangBrne::.ts with oths::::: L"':r~erested 
-':nonito:cing:'agencles 2.nd··vli~h·'the Cor-gl" essional 

Comm:ttees i:n.vohT~d. 

, S". A';;tad:.~d to this memorar::..d'..:..'n oil:; DD Form 1587 § 

Congzot:3sion.a.l TJ:21J.~c~ipt Re~ .. ri~9'V. EHectivz 
irnm8a.i2.telya. ~'~~~i8 io:::n wjJl 1'~..:a'.:tu.ched 
as a COVEl!' sheet on ~a;:;h e:~6cutive :.oession' , 

. ~t;;:·;;~·~·;i?i.~f ~Q~g"'~-;~s_?)_~;~·Ct~t~;iQ~y.=~~hich is 

.·:-r·<;v{E;~';~-d for security wi chin 'llie Department of 
Defense. . . ,':, . 
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Thi for:n is divided into three parts as follows: ' 

a. I-I'::::1ding - tr-\15 portion of the form is de signed 
for usc by r .. ,onitoring ag0nci8s to forward 
transcri?ts ,to ap~)l'opriate offices for review 
and to establish deadli,"es for the return of 
" , 

transcripts to the mOl'litoring agencies afte:::' 
that preliminary review. 

'/ 
I 

I 
I 
\ 

5, 

-l . _._':"': __ . __ ~_ ,'_' .. - -. .. ." 

b~ Guidelines - this statement of i~structions 
for p:i.:Qper marking of t:sanscripts is se1£- , 
e=::-pl::tnatory. It is important that these 
instl'uctions be followed by all persons 'who, 
review transc ripts. 
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c. Log and c ertificatc - thi s portion of the form 
,- must' be filled in by all review officials. 

Copies of this fo:'m may be obtained from the 
Dil'cctorate for Security Review, Room lE764. 

It is' csscr.tial that all infoJ::£llati.C?£..p..r.t'!p_a_r._~,~U::!_~~~mittee 

_J;~q':l~~,!Jo~_~~~t_ion_.a.,:L~E_,!r.~ ,,?f t~.e,_~gi_ciaLl."~,~_9Xd~,<:...?,:/?...:~~.tt~,~.Jo 
the Di ,,' e eta ~'a !~j9,r._, S,e.curjty. R...~xi§wJo J.:_.r.~'y~.e,:\,,-,b,~io,r_e_. d,eliy_~~'y to 

-th~·'·'C·o~gr~-ssio;lal Committee.! Ap"Oropriate procedures should-b-~--" . - .. -- . - .-- ~ .. -- .. _ .. __ ....... ---- , ......... _....... --- ... . 
estaoli.sheci to preclude the possibility that insert material is 
iOl'warded to Congres sio:lal Commi~tees without this required 
review action. 

It is ul7-1pha,aized that the DLrectora~e for Socurity Reviow has no 
responsibility, for monitoring the action on prepared statements, 
transcripts or ins~;rts for the record before their delivery to that 
office for final' security review. ' i;,' ',~.:"", 
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THE DEPl.ITy'SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C, :OJOl 

'JAN 111965 

.. MEMORANDUM FOR Thc'Sccretaries 'of the Milit<H)" Dcpart=ents 
, The Director oJ. Defense Research and 

Engiaccring 
The Chairm.an, Joint Chic1s of Staff 
The Assistant Secretaries of Defense 

'The Gene2'al COllnscl 
The Assist<}nts to the Secrek"tl'Y of Defense; 
The Dirccto2's;, Defense Agencies 

SUBJECT,:' Congressional Appearances by Department of Defense 
'\'!itnes so s 

'I have been asked by prospective "witnesses to provide guidance for 
the benefit of personnel of the Dcpartm.cnt who, in the cour se of 
c(ln;:;n~ssion<1.1 hca.:::ings, arc requil'cd to give their personal opi::1.ions 
on t".)aLtcrs concerning whieh a. Dep3.rtD'lent of Defense position has 
been eSi':1.blished by the Secretary' of Defense with the approval of the, 
President. If p:t"eGscd f01' hiG personal ~pinion, the witness should 
m:1.ke clc:1.r: 

I ;. 

1. th:\t hiG porr.on;:tl Vlcwr; were cxp~'cs"ec1 (if such be the 
h C',l) h' :cpp:l'opri:1,tc authoriti.es with-\n the DeCCI1!lC D<:>p:crtmont before 
the cicpartmcnt.:1.1 position was cstablisl1cd; 

. ~ ~ .. ',"" 
2,' -. where his views are ;;ot in 'aCCord with the' departmental. 

dccisio:1,", that,' ,notwithsta:"lding his personal views, he has accepted 
and will abide l;)y the departmental po sitioi1.j' and 

.' " " ", 

3, th'e 'consideratio~s'cir' 1:actors which supportthe decision; 
in"other words;' the pros and cons on the issue invQlved. 

" 
" 

.,; 
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STATEMENT APPROVED BY CMC 
23 AUG 67 

TAB A 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 
SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 
provide some additional forces as a step in the right direction. 
I am firmly convinced we need another division, with its 
associated helicopter and fixed wing support, to accomplish 
our assigned objectives in the I CTZ --- if we are to accom-
plish those objectives in a reasonable period of time. I. 

Of prime importance in accomplishing 
this task is reducing to the minimum their importation of 
war supporting material. This requires the closure of Hai­
phong to deny the sea lines of communication while concur­
rently cutting the enemy land supply lines to China. I have 
consistently recommended mining the harbor of Haiphong 
since November of 1964. Further, I am not a beliver in 
sanctuary or buffer areas. I do not hold with those who 
feel that actions against these would trigger major reaction 
by the Soviets or the Communist Chinese. They are supporting 
an aggressor - who is our enemy. That support results in 
the loss of American lives. This does not seem to me 
to warrant extraordinary measures for their safety while 
they accomplish this support. In short, my position has 
consistently been that we must do all we can to reduce 
infiltration of men and material, regardless of its source, 
whether from NVN, through Laos, Cambodia, or.·by sea. We 
should do everything possible -- indeed we have the respon­
sibility -- to provide our forces with the support they 
require. 
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CHANGE TO READ: 

TAB B 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 
SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 
provide some additional forces, which are essential 
if we are to accomplish our assigned objectives 
in a reasonable period of time. 

" 

.: . 

DELETE: This requires the closure of Hai- ,', 
phong to deny the sea lines of communication while concur- .' 

I rently cutting the enemy land supply lines to China. I have: 
consistently recommended mining the harbor of Haiphong .: 
since Nov~mber of 1964. Further, I am not a believer in 
sanctuary or buffer areas. I do not hold with those who 
feel that actions against these would trigger major reaction 
by the Soviets or the Communist Chinese. They are supporting 
an aggressor - who is our enemy. That support results in ' 
the loss of American lives. This does not seem to me 

j 'to warrant extraordinary measures 
they accomplish this support. 

, 

for their safety while 

DELETE: 
Whether from NVN, through Laos, Cambodia, or by sea. 
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TAB D 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 
:VN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 
Irovide additional forces. 
[ am firmly convinced we need another division, wifuits 
~ssociated helicopter and fixed wing support, to accomplish 
)ur assigned objectives in the I CTZ --- if we are to accom­
>lish those objectives in a reasonable period of time. 

Of prime importance in accomplishing 
;his task is reducing to the minimum their importation of 
var supporting material. 

We must do all we can to reduce 
'infiltration of men and material, regardless of its source, 

We 
should do everything possible -- indeed we have the respon­
sibility -- to provide our forces with the support they 
r-equire. 
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DELETE: " . 
I am firmly convinced we need another division, with its ~)<": 
associated helicopter and fixed wing support, to accompli$H,' 
our assigned objectives in the I CTZ --- if we are to acc·ain..:. 
plish those objectives in a reasonable period of time. ~: 
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FINAL CMC SUBMISSION 
25 AUG 67 

TAB F 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 
SVN, and I~applaud the President's recent decision to 
provide additional forces. 
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24 AUG 1967 
Statement by , Dm£CTu~m FOR S~CI)~IT\{ REV:EW (OASD·PAJ 
General Wallace M. GREENE, USMC DEPARn~ENT Of DEfENS~ , ' 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Before the" Senate' Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
On the Air War Against North Vietnam on 1400, Monday, 28Aug6! 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee 

It is an honor and a distinct personal pleasure to 

meet with you again. I know you have questions and I 

hope to answer them. 

Since I have recently returned from a most rewarding 

trip to South Vietnam, perhaps." I can set the stage for 

some of your questions. I found .. as-usual ':"a refresh"" 

ing desire on the part of all hands to contribute to the 

war and, even more encouraging, a complete reversal of 

the pessimistic outlook - the doubts and fears - which 

plague us so here in Washington. 

The'Marines are more deeplyconnnitted than ever "in" ' 

all facets of the war. Very nearly 1/3 'o{"all the 

Marines on our rolls are committed to the Vietnam War. ' 

This proportion of commitment is higher than that of-

any other Service. 
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Statement by 
General Wallace M. GREENE, USMC 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Before the Senate Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee ' 
On the Air War Against North Vietnam on 1400, Monday, 28Aug67 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee 

It is an honor and a distinct personal pleasure to meet ~ , 
with you again. I know you have questions and I hope to 

answer them. 

Since I have recently returned from a most rewarding 

trip to South Vietnam, perhaps I can set the stage £o~ some 

I 

. 
,:. 

'of,' ' 

.' 

of your questions.' I found - as usual - a refreshing desire 

on the part of all hands to contribute to the war and,' even 

more encouraging, a complete reversal ·of the pessimistic' 

outlook - the doubts and fears - which plague us so here 

in Washington. 

The Marines are more deeply committed than ever in all 

facets of the war. For example, out 'of our entire active 

structure, 58% of the Marine infantry battalions, 37% of the' 

Jet Tactical Squadrons and 54% of the Helicopter Squadrons 

are fighting in Vietnam. This adds up to very nearly 1/3 of: 

all the Marines on our rolls being committed to the Vietnam 

War. This proportion of commitment is higher than that of 

any other Service. 
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Although the Marine Corps is stretched thin world-wide 

a result, I would like to give you an idea of what return 

the nation is getting from this commitment. In I Corps, 

during the first 6 months of this year with over 40% of 

all enemy incidents and over 30% of all enemy forces 

opposed by'only 21% of the friendly forces, we produced 

45% of the total enemy killed. While; of course, US Army 

and Free World forces have contributed to operations in 

the I Corps Area, the heaviest actions have involved 

Marine forces in the DMZ Area. I believe the results show 

clearly that the Marine operational and organizational 

concepts are sound. 

The enemy, by directly committing large segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, 

has opened a second front. This clearly amounts to open 

aggression against South Vietnam, giving the lie to 

communist propaganda for all to see. His overall strategy,' 

as expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prime Minister, is: 

" ... through a program of all-out attacks, to 

cause many US casualties, and so to erode the US will 

that the anti-war influences will gain decisive strength". 
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Although the Marine Corps is stretched thin world-wide 

as a result;' I would like to give you an idea of what return 

the nation is getting from this commitment. In I CTZ, during 

the first 6 months of this year, we had 44% of all enemy 

incidents and 32% of all enemy forces opposed by only 21% 

of the friendly forces~ but we produced 45% of the total 

enemy killed. While, of course, US Army and Free World forces 

have contributed to operations in the I Corps area, the 

heaviest actions have involved Marine Corps forces in the 

DMZ area o I believe the results show clearly that the Marine 

operational a~d organizational concepts are sound. 

The enemy, by directly committing large segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, has 

opened a second front. This clearly amounts to open aggres-

sion against South Vietnam, giving the lie to communist 

propaganda for all to see. His overall strategy, as 

expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prime Minister, is: 

" •• gthrough a program of all-out attacks, to cause 

many US casualties, and so to erode the US will that the 
/ 

anti-war influences will gain decisive strength." 

2 

'" , } " 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van 

Mai, a high VC official said: 

"The National Liberation Front will entice the 

Americans close to the North Vietnamese border and will 

bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will be destroyed." 

In essence, our enemy is counting on, his patience, 

our lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as 

his formula to win. Further, he wants to divert our 

forces from the critical regions where the people and 

resources are. 

He has succeeded to a deg~ee in drawing forces away 

from the critical, populated lowland areas, but he has 

paid heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I CTZ 

just in the first six months of 1967. That is the price 

he was willing to pay in an effort to slow down our 

pacification program o But despite his efforts, it is still 

grinding slowly ahead o The rate of progress is slow and 

as long as we must counter the threat of jnvasion in the 

DMZ area, it will continue to be slow. 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 

SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 
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Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van Mai 

of the NLF Press office in Phnon Penh said: 

"The National Liberation Front will entice the 

Americans close to the North Vietnamese border and will 

bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will be destroyed." 

In essence, our enemy is counting on his patience, our 

lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as his formula 

to win. Further, he wants to divert our forces from the 

critical regions where the people and resources are. 

He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away 

from the critical, populated lowland areas, but he has paid 

heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I CTZ just in 

the first six months of 1967. That is the price he was 

willing to pay in an effort to slow down our pacification 

program. But despite h{s efforts, it is still grinding, 

slowly, ahead. The rate of progress is slow and as long 

as we must counter the threat of 37 enemy battalions in 

the general DMZ area, progress will continue to be slow. 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 

SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 
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provide additional.forces. 

With respect to the air war, the Marines have been 

involved from the very beginning and are getting deeper 

into it all the time. .In addition to our continuing 

effort in southern North Vietnam, our aircraft are being 

used in the far north. That we have been able to make 

these needed contributions to the air ,campaign in the 

North in addition to conducting operations in I Corps 

is ~estimony, I believe, to the soundness of Marine 

Corps concepts that its forces must be balanced in 

air/ground structure and equipment to meet readily any ,-
combatant task that,U.So commitments around the world 

may require. 

i -:.:) 

As you well know, I have long been an advocate of a ;-:1 
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provide additional forces. 

:\~~\~t:;;,t~ With respect to the air war, I recognize that 
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w h il e the Ma r 1 n e s are not a m a j 0 r par tic i pan tin 

the activity ove,r North Vietnam, we have been 

involved from the very beginning and are getting 

deeper into it all the time. In addition to our 

continuing effort in Route Package 1 in Southern 

North Vietnam, our A6 and EA6 assets are being 

used in the far north and our Marine Tactical Data 

System provides a vital link in the entire chain of' 

air coordination. That we have been able to make 
.'., f 

these needed contributions to the air campaign in 

the North in addition to conducting operations in 

I Cor psi s t est i m 0 n Y I I bel i eve ,"-t '0 the,s 0 u n d n e s s 

of Marine Corps conc~pts that its forces must pe 

balanced in air/ground structure and equipment to 

m e e t rea d i 1 Y any com boa tan t t ask t hat USc 0 m m it men t s 

a r 0 u n d the world may r e q u ire. 

As you well know, I have long been an advocate of 
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stronger air campaign against NVN, and I remain convinced 

that such must be a necessary part of our strategy. Since 

Admiral Sharp and General Wheeler have covered that strategy 

and the relationship of the air campaign to it, I won't go 

over it again. i • 
! I would emphaslze, that 

--------~~~~~~~~~~~~) in my view, we must make it as difficult and costly as" 

we can for Hanoi to support the war. Of prime importance 

in accomplishing this task is reducing to the minimum 

their importation of war supporting material. We must do 

all we can to reduce infiltration of men and supplies, 

regardless of its source. We should do everything 
~-=--------

possible -- indeed we have the responsibility -- to 

provide our forces with the support they ,require. 

Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

a~vare of them as you should be. My duty is to answer 

your questions about them. But there 'are bright sides 

as well, and they also meri; .. ,yo.ur consideration • 
.,.--" ..... 

. ,....-~vI'.!"';"J·(,..~·"'#fIlr"" 

The war is progres~ing. The continuing attempts 

of NVN to invade the South in force, designed to reverse 

the successes we have made in our vital pacification 

task, have not succeeded; and every invasion has met with 

'I -'~--_'" disma~.i 
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stronger air campaign against NVN, and I remain convinced 

that such must be a necessary part of 'our strategy. Since 
,..----=---- -- ..--- -- ------ . - - - ~--... 

Admiral Sharp and General Wheeler have covered that strategy 

and the relationship of the air campaign to it, I won't 
v 

go over it again.~ I would emphasize, however, that we 
_;'J 

must make it as difficult' and costly aa we can for Hanoi 

to support the war. Of primp importance in accomplishing 

this task is reducing to the minimum their impo~tation of 

war supporting material. We must do all we can to reduce 

infiltration of men and suppli~s, regardless of its source. 

We should do everything possible -- indeed we have the 

responsibility --to provide our forces with the support 

they require. 

Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

I· aware of them as you should be. My duty is to. answer your 
r . 

questions about them. But there are .bright sides as well, 

and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts of NVN 

to invade the South in force, designed to reverse the 

successes we have made in our vital pacification task, 

have not succeeded; and every invasion has met with dismal 
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failure and overwhelming enemy losses. But they 

have slowed down the planned progress we had for pac iii-

cation. To that 'extent, we must concede a measure of 

enemy success. Short of that, however, all they have 

left to hold to is their hope that, because of the slow-

ness of our progress, and our casualties, and our domestic 

dissent, we will become discouraged. I, for one, gentlemen, 

am not discouraged, It will take time, and money, and 

determination; not just by the military, but by ?ll 

. ...--
Amer~cans. The amount of time the actual fighting will 

last is a function of the effectiveness of the air campaign, 
.;;~~------~------------~---~----------

the number of combat forces we have on the ground for both 

the pacification and major engagement tasks, the supporting 

naval effort, and the soundness of our strategy. We can, 

and we must, persevere. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman 0 
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failure - and overwhelming enemy losses. But they have 

slowed down the planned progress we had for pacification. 

To that extent, we must concede a measure of enemy success. 

Short of that, however, all they have left to hold to is 

their hope that, because of the slowness of our progress, 

and our casualties, and our domestic dissent, we will 

become discouraged. I, for one, gentlemen, am not dis-

couraged. , It will take time, and money, and determination; 

not just fY the military, but by all American~. 
v' 

The 
'------

amount of time the actual fighting will last is a function --
of the effectiveness of the air campaign, the number of --combat forces we have on the ground for both the pacifi-

cation and major engagement tasks, the supporting naval 

" effort, ;and the soundness of our strategy. 
----~. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman 
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Statement by 
General Wallace M. GREENE, USMC 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 

ATA12-dak 
21 Aug 1967 

Before the Senate Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
On the Air War Against North Vietnam on. __________________ _ 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee 

It is an honor and a distinct personal pleasure to meet 

with you again. I know you have questions and I hope tq 

answer them. 

Since I have recently returned from a most rewarding 

trip to South Vietnam, perhaps I can set the stage for some 

of your questions. I found - as usual - a refreshing desire 

on the part of all hands to contribute to the war and, even 

more encouraging, a complete reversal of the pessimistic 

outlook - the doubts and fears - which plague us so here 

in Hashington. 

-
The Marines are more deeply committed than ever in all 

facets of the war. For example, out of our entire active 

structure, 58% of the Marine infantry battalions, 37% of the 

Jet Tactical Squadrons and 54% of the Helicopter Squadrons 

are fighting in Vietnam. This adds up to very nearly 1/3 of 

all the Marines on our rolls being committed to the Vietnam 

War. This proportion of commitment is higher than that of 

any other Service. 
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Although the Marine Corps is stretched thin world-wide 

as a result, I would like to give you an idea of what return 

the nation is getting from this commitment. In I CTZ, during 

the first 6 months of this year, we had 44% of all enemy 

incidents and 32% of all enemy forces opposed by only 21% 

of the friendly forces, but we produced 45% of the total 

enemy killed. While, of course, us Army and Free World forces 

have contributed to operations in the I Corps area, the 

heaviest actions have involved Marine Corps forces in the 

DMZ area. I believe the results show clearly that the Marine 

operational a~d organizational concepts are sound. 

The enemy, by directly committing large segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, has 

opened .. a second front. This clearly amounts :to open aggres-

sion against South Vietnam, giving the lie to communist 

propaganda for all to see. His overall strategy, as 

expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prime Minister, is: 

" ••• through a program of all-out attacks, to cause 

many US casualties, and so to erode the US will that the 
'I 

anti-war influences will gain decisive strengtho" 
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Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van Mai 

of the NFL Press office in Phnon Penh said: 

"The National Liberat}on Front will entice the 

Americans close to the North Vietnamese border and will 

bleed them without mercyo In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will be destroyed o " 

In essence, our enemy is counting on his patience, our 

lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as his formula 

to win. Further, he wants to divert'our forces from the 

critical regions where the people and resources areo 

He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away from 

the critical, populated lowland areas, but he_ has paid 

heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I CTZ just in the 

first six months of 1967 0 That is'the price h~ was willing 

to pay in an effort to slow down our pacification program. 

But despite his efforts, it is still grinding, slowly, ahead. 

The rate of progress is slow and as long as we must counter 

the threat of 37 enemy battalions in the general DMZ area, 

progress will continue to be slowo 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 

SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 

provide some additional forces as a step in the right direction. 
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strategy and the relationship of the air campaign to it, I 

won't go over it again. I would emphasize, however, that we 

must make it as difficult and costly as we can for Hanoi 

to support the war. Of prime importance in accomplishing 

this task is reducing to the minimum their importation of 

war supporting mater.ial. This requires the closure of Hai-

phong to deny the "Sea lines of communication while concur-

rently cutting the enemy land supply lines to China. I have 

consistently recommended mining the harbor of Haiphong 

since November of 1964. Further, I am not a believer in 

sanctuary or buffer areas. I do not hold with those who 

feel that actions against these would trigger major reaction 

by the Soviets or the Communist Chinese. They are supporting 

an aggressor - who is our enemy. That support results in 

the loss of American lives. This does not seem to me 

to warrant extraordinary measures for their safety while 

they accomplish this support. In short, my position has 

consistently been that we must do all we can to reduce 

infiltration of men and material, regardless of its source, 

whether from NVN, through Laos, Cambodia, or by sea. We 

should do everything possible -- indeed we have the respon-

sibility -- to provide our forces with the support they 

require. 
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Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

aware of them as you should be. My duty is to answer your 

questions about them. But there are bright sides as well, 

and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts of NVN 

to invade the South in force, designed to reverse the successes 

we have made in our vital pacification task, have not succeeded; 

and every invasion has met with dismal failure - and over-

whelming enemy losses. But they have slowed down the planned 

progress we had for pacification. To that extent, we must 

concede a measure of enemy'o;success. Short of that, however, 

all they have left to hold to is their hope that, because 

of the slowness of our progress, and our casualties, and our 

domestic dissent, we will become discouraged. I, for one, 

gentlemen, am not discouraged. It will take time, and money, 

and determination; not just by the military, but by all 

Americans. The amount of time the actual fighting will 

last 'is a function of the effectiveness of the air campaign, 

the number of combat forces we have on the ground for both 

the pacification and major engagement tasks, the supporting 

naval effort, and the soundness of our strategy. 

Thank you, Mro Chairman. 
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I am firmly convinced we need another division, with its 

associated helicopter and fixed wing support,to accomplish 

our assigned objectives in the I CTZ,--- if we are to accom-

plish those objectives in a reasonable period of time Q 

With respect to the air war, I recognize that while 

the Marines are not a 'major', participant in the activity 

over North Vietnam, we have been involved, from the very 

beginning and are getting deeper into it all the time. 

In addition to our continuing effort in Route Package 1 in 

Southern North Vietnam, our A6 and EA6 assets are baing used 

in the far north and our Marine Tactical Data System provides 

a vital link in the entire chain of air coordination. That 

we':have been able to make these needed contributions to the 

air campaign in the North in addition to conducting operations 

in I Corps is testimony t, I believe, to the soundness of 

Marine Corps concepts that its forces must be balanced in 

air/ground structure and equipment to meet readily any 

combatant task that US commitments around the world may require. 

As you well know, I have long been an advocate of a 

stronger air campaign against NVN, and I remain convinced 

that such must be a necessary part of our strate'gyo Since 

Admiral Sharp~ and General Wheeler have covered that 

SECRE,T 4 

DECLASSIFIED 

" i 
!: 
I 
I 

r .. 
1 
I, 

~ 

~ 
;~ 
, 
~' 

I 

i, 
i,: 
t~ 

" 

, 
I. 

I 
f. 

f 
L 
L , 
1 

f 
t 
I 

t 

" 



DECLASSIFIED 

.: ',,;' "21' ·r' '''r- -r '" '. c-

r;fimr~a1i1l:iiilf~ltil.l:l:¥ul;iFJmiEI::r~\ip..""I.d"'l".'''''''J'''''''''",i:''''i_''''_''., .•... , ........ " ,.' • . .. " .• _.<.,,, ,I ....... , "" 1 
~",,'" ',.j . "" '~. 'i .' I .~",' , ' • ",i" ... ' " ~ ,'", ,! \: 

.' ,~~,\,', ,;:~:'.\~ '~t ,'\~--1~ . ,~: ""I ';-": ''';:-rr'''"':'''''\'' ,.,: ,:'. ,,' 

"",',,:,,;,S" E" "CRt'I~;; 1\; ",;" .. ,: 1 <.,,'.) ,'.' 
~ \ .'. ,,". ,., I \,\. ~ ~, . . I .j 

, ':'.' '. ' 

,:> "",, .'. ,,':' ,"'1' "';" "'A';['A1Z-dak 
-: ":. I' -.'r,' 

y... '.': 21 'Au~ 1967 

\
. , , ' '. ·f', :_:.,,;,,» 

!.\ 

"':":'. ' ',' '" Sta~ement by 
, ":',.;,, :Gen~ral Wallac~ H •. GREENE, USMC','. 

;, ',.",·:,',:fConnnandant 'of the Marine Corp~' '; 

,,' ~,' '"" "'Befor~the, Senate ,Preparedriess Investigating 

:"" "<,,~'~~":" of the ' Sena'te, A~nied Services~Connnittee .. 

~'. ' 

, . 

......• '.-~ 

1, __ , ~ • : • , 

" 
~' \,}.1 
;, "f, 

" ',"; 

• ',:,':'" {,1 

, ' 
'" 

. I ',. 

':';:,:::, ", .', :::,' On the Air'War" Against North ,Vietnam on 
" I',.· .. ,·· ",'," . ' ' ',:',.. ' '. \. , , ~----.---... j'---

'. j.,'!.,.".' .\ "',t ';. . ',. ,I.' "}' '. ,.', , ,',.'.',: -,1:1' .' .. ' '. 

,;,\~';:' < ',';>::':,".;;'" Mr.' Chairman and, Members, :0£' the Committee ,,' : 

,t" ?".'.::.:, .. ;,;',,';,{,:~\;:/:::, .' . ,.:}7' d a,n, b",' O~Of,~,~q . a' diS,t,:,'.: i,'.;,~,tPerSOnal 'p leaL~ t~:~~¢~ ,. 
_, . ; . ,."~, "i'::," ~'l',~ .,.' '" "',~:;'~', ".";';\,' , .. ,'~. 

;' «" <e\,;:, "wJ.th· y~u aga iq.: i: kn:ow you have questions i and I hope : to.',>: ,:.:';',-'., i"', ,'. --, 

":'".:.>.~"'~,'\":':,,i.,".".';.,,!"\,.:"':'<":' :, . : .. ,". J," '{ :~,; . . " "',,' ,.~"<, ". ".: "," 

':"""" .. ,',,. ," answer,them. I" ,,'~:, ~';((:,',:,'" 

!'':'<:i~'':~':::'~\Si~~~ ~~a~e recently;e~~rne~ 'f"oni a most;~:;"~r~i.~g ;"~ . 
;~ t',; . :',: : , . \ . , . I ' \ • . • > ( 'I " ~ .... ~ " I • j' 

i'·,:~<'''~:" '; ,.trip to ',South.Vietnam,~' perhaps 1. can set 'the st;age for:some :'.:, ' 

;'. '~ .. ,' .. ,·;>,L'~; '" :, " .. :' . .', ,:.~ '. '.'., 1,1 , ... " '.. . '., 
':::'.,.i,;:Jl' ,,~f your: questions~. t, found' -: a~ usual - a refreshing'~e~'ir~: 

, , .1~ " 
\ Y 

.,1,< •. :::'1:' ,':, '. : ..... ,' :';,! c';" ,'.' ',~~ /,', ' JJ,.,:. ):.',~.~~; .f" 

"on the part of ~ll hands to ,contribute' to the war and:~. even··'· ,,~ 

-"'''':'»''':, ''c';''. ,·,:::,'1,'·" 'j ,.,": ..... ' I': ; "; ".,:.':\,';>\t,·,i<~ .. ,: " ,;. 
:" : .\~;:" i .~,\", ·n:t0re · encouraging ,;~' a complete ;rev,ers'al of; :the,pess irn,is,t';i;c' 

r ,'-:";: _·':<J,l~;':.:,: ,':':': i,."",', i "t ,:'- '.' ,~.,' ,'; . . " ", ,,' , ,'" ,.:."r .'_ :;',' 
I: :i:, .~;:\:': ;':, ;:,~\t'>\"outloo~ -,the,~oubts ane\: fea~s.which. plague .. u~so h.ere ,·,::· 

(:.'~":.,:'I,: ~J~;'>t~:';:'··;·· . ;.,". "":, i 
",."," ,,' 

1~ ~ ~,\', _. ~. 1'; ...... ' .. ',;. t.in Washington. '/ ',,' , !, , . t~·· , 

k·\,"":,:/:'·' .. ;::,:;";:,· <'; .. ,1 '," , .' ,', ,i ",'/";,' 

l;·-" ':. . ,.' '::.,< h'; : The Marl.nes' are 'more,' deeply committed' than! ever in all' , 
",:, ',:< .... ~ /";'~":;"I:' ,'; :;' "j '., < '.'. 

i/. ;' ,.-;- . ,..( l I' '. ,'\~. I 

i,:,:,:.':~F~:·:»,t\"~a~~ts ~f :the\;"ar~ ,Fo~,example,out of 'our, entire aclive:,·':~,;:,· 
!J'~, .. o',~.-;. :' .'_. ,1;;0.',1 : -'" I , .,: ~ j . '.,' ~; .:',' , .. ~: ,:,;~ ',',. .• 

r"';/:,~~r~cture,{j~Uf the Marine: infatjtry battal1o;"~, §fIof:t.h~:· 

I ..•...• :::; ··.:r~7,! .. ....•. ~:: ":::::::: !::~:::::~nd~:l ::d:h:P H:~i:::e:e::::~~:S ~f 
I :"!' '. 1 ~. ,'f , !. .' : . • 

.: ... \ . \, " ,! \ r.;, '. I. 'I ' .. _ 

I' ',', .1~,)<.-,:>:;:/~l the'Marl1e,s .00 o~rroll~: bei~g 'co~i,t~ed' t:othe ,y,tet~~[Il 

f' . "War • ~h~s, propor~i~n 'of' comri~ment : is hig~er, ,tran :~hat 'of 

j' ,,"">;::~y othe.r Service. i ',\.' .'. ' '., 
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i7~k,:;TJ'''~~-~':'i: ' ~lf:·"-::7";":.;::·T;, j .', •..•.. :~,">;':, . '" ., ... 
;>;'jj'.UtSEcbf~<'" , ..... ,,/':" .,.,::,y:' ,,',;,'. 
~ ".", , .. ' ". '" .'. . .=~ ,,;. U"\il."c",,'1 Ii ", "'," j. : '.,' ';I·l;, . " .... ~., . .'.'.. , 

(,',;/,:.('.... ';' ',,'. ,( i. .! ' ATA12-d'~kt" ',><> .,' :,:',' ',: 
:":~; ';.;.,. ..,' ,.', ':',:" ' " d " .. ' ... . ,.,:,~:~':f.'.! '" '. 
:l·~:_'~. ,->' '. < ; ~" • '; ~'j .",~,.: . ,.' ".: ~., /. .' ,~Y( . ~ 
~;L,;. "'~'~" r~thOUgh the' ~riri~ corps:: i~' ~~~~tche~·thin~ world~wide. >d:. '~:. "" .. 
;~::;.I.~,".,. ". res~lt7 I would like to~ive' you an i~~a' ~k':: what~~l~~J.~'~'·'~ ::~':': 
~i("i';·. ' ~ , . \ . '\ J' 1 \, , ~., • 
' .... '\+: ~'\~. ':" .~.. " .' ! 1 ,,' .. : .. ,' ,. :' : ' .. ,' j :"1'~"'" " .' ' . 

V", (:;\",~S.t~e na don 'is g~tting f;,om th~. cormnitmen t. : In! I CTZ., !luring· .. . 

':'-.""" ";' ,.,,':: the fir. st 6 mQn~h~ 'of this ,y~~~~,'we' ~ad.r:4%l:of:k1.1::e~:e.m.y.f ' ... :~;.;~.:.': .. / .... ~: 
, " ." , .'. .... , ,1 I··., "C·j, ' '. ·'f.·.. . .' 
::·;:\.,.LJ ~;'C~det1ts '~;'d fl2iJ of all e~';';;!: fOrces~pPOS~d~r,onl~(tr~>~,.:i,::. :" 

;,~.;: :; .. \':;?:":/i· of: th~ friendlY'f~rces,' but ~~. produced 45%', Df~ ~h~' t,ot:al'.:: :;,'}:~::.' ~~.t,~:,.,,~: 

~f,::\~U'f');.~;;i,;:5::':en~kY kill:~d'. 'ifuil~,.· of cou;I~:~~ U~: A~i .~~~'."~~~ 'W~'~'i~!'~£~~~i:e~ ' .. ,':' 
;'·;:,,> .. :y:'f',;'>f';:/\":,z.:" .. , ' ... ! "I • '>.". i~ I, '. .' . " " .,; ", . ..;.: ~ '. ',' ';':' '" 

:;;\ .• ,::,~;:r,h!ve. c'7'tribute~ ,to oper:tio;,; in .t~e I: cn": a~~a'~I!~r;'::"; ...... . 

; .... '.'~.}r:;~~;~:~\:I,:.y;,:(\heaviest actions have inv,01v7:~ Ma,rine ,C0t:Ps ".forpe~ in.'.', tr'~:;.:I<~:::H'~':" ,.;' ,;J; 

:':.,;~~::;:'['~;" ", .. ' '. ., .' ..' ;.1'." ." !.. '.: .,...... .' :.','>,':",;;:r~',,' , ... ,..': 
.:':.:.' ·.I,~i::{·\;·L DMZ area. , I b'elieve the results show clearly that the'. Marine·'···" .' .;:', 

\;:·:;.),;;,.:~:fr\;~g~l'::'ope~ational 'and: .organiz~tion~i concEU>t~ a~~ ··.:~u~d.':'·" ··:·\li :.\~,:,',,: .. :i:::" <: ':~':~i 
t::,"\>,·:!'; i , :. ;,. i '.,,;' : '!l ... I"~" : .~,~ .• :.". ":',f:.::":/J:',-."".,:::], 

'r_.:·;»} .. ~, ':~ '. The enemy,., ~y ,?irectly cpmmit;ting lar?~ s~gments'. o~~;. ':', :,' 
:~" ~,I~ ", ,.', I' .-.• Y . 0> 'I !, ". I. .! (j, 1 \ ," ' . . ,', .', '.f .. : f! ,..:.. ' , . . 'i !::~;: 

:L~:>;):::''' North:Viet~ames~ Regu~ar Army.~ from the DMZsanctuary~::r,:~s:i' , ,,,\1 
t<.~.:>·., ',' :'.':"~~" 1-\ ': ':::'; .,.: ~ ": ';.; j j t . .' •. ' '. :'~' ··:";.'~.f<"· , ~)\ 

.,.,:.,': ',,': ~'. '>::""". :;L·.o~~ned~t ,a' ~econd :ront." ,Thi;': i c lea~lY ~m~un~s, $ ,t,o ·ope.~: f': ~~.t'~s.. \. 

'}":"". '. ::,,' sion against South Vietnam, giving the lie to communi~t· i ' :1 
(.:" ';':":;'. ;:,> ':, , . , ' . ':; :,. ..:: j" ,.'~": -- '~' 

l
i':.:<>, ':. ',<:: ',..:;' :~~paga~da for al~, "to :;ee •. ~ts . overall st~~te.g.y ~as. \.::.~~>::.:.;::}., '. .~ 
: .... : ...... .' :,,: ';.'" expounded by Pham Van bong t~f NVN prime~i~ist:e~" is.:~,+:-:~:;:;,::, ... " i; 
, ....... ~;;""7; :t~r~ug~ a p!,ogra~1 of'all"o~t ~~;a~t.'s,. to~J~~~',J: 

, 'Ii 'm~ny US :ca:sualt'i'es, ands'o, t~l, ~rode the '~~,':Wilt that :.t~~:'·" ~:: 
'. ... , , . '.' ~ ". ; . . . ,. , '. ,. ." ! ", ' ';'», a~d"War in fluences will' gai:': d ecis i Ve . s trengtli ;~, ) ' .. 

. ;"':'. ',., . '.':"" '.,: .i.S·'·'E: :C~·.R.·.' rE':=t.':T·, ,'.': 
r'·:··',;i"~.. ":',2 --

r . ',.,'~:." ,. . ~." 

. ti: .. -~:~o.-~·-t ~1;: 

"' 
,~~, 

.~ -._" ,..--, 11 '" ," ~ 'J 
~ ,.--... -0;: ___ -,. '0' .. ~c.:::::,.u. . _., 

• ., r . >Hh""".~~ "",' .,.1- '>-{ ~ l'1',-• • ',,' "p.-." ""''' ........ '''~ 
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'l·;':;:i~'\;~(~.,. ,', :"S"E-:' C: ~'9'~~' ~II~ , ,',;"' ",' I,' ,::;':~':: : ',;;::]',;1' ':" oj 

t ' .,,", 11\.lt:';' II ;: """";i,';:!f· 
fC

,: ,,'-""" ' ' ,;,[ '" .:' 'l,A~Al:iJaic ,', 
f::~,'.""" Ins~f~~ as'theDMl ar~aL~OnCemed: Ng~;~n vani~D:.i·:,' I. ;', " . , let" ''" .... : ) <. ." 

~~h~:::i:~::C:i::r:~:: :::tj:~i ent~~e thjl:,;:~~~~:~~,":" 
, " ' :,' ",',.,:, L~)!~·';:'f";"~ 

Americans close. to' the North iVietnamese border 'arid w:i.1:~·:·,,;'·!:'i/,":':r>'~;, ""~"':: 
': ". '.' ,'" ... '1'~L':"',";'i "";':; ·\:··;<l·~"::rl,;~"·:;:,,,;~·:;,~t,;·, 

;bleed them' with,out mercy •. In' southernSduthVietnam"ttie) ,.;:::,:'<"::;~::,":;:';",:' 

1. :',;.\.:';';,,~,"'.'.,.:,;,;,:.:', P".'·~~ific~tio, n,"camp~i, gn, will 'b,",e,1,');,':l: dj~strOy~~~'; ; :,", :'\ t", " ,'.</;' .:~{~~:~";,~~~Y:,.::,"~f;, l - " ;:', t ~:,. ' "';:1,.: ~ ; ',;,-:: ::~~). . 
0iI,:~" ",',' ":/, . In essence, our enemy, is',bountin'gon'his patietlce~:ouj:j~~.\·:/:·.~, , 

k ":'l~cik of it, plus 'a~ attrition"ofour f~r~ie+; 'ash~s,'#ft~~tt~ii~:.: 
f;:"; , Further-, . tIe wants. to'!divert!,~\our ,forcesfrom.t;:ij~ ""', ;',·r>~~·,\'·". 

rr regions: where the P'~~p'le /an~ r~~~urc~~: are ~.' ::~,'n~~:i,;t~i~>n~j~?"'" 
, '.' \ " ' .. ;;;. ..' . ". ';'JL'" :' i· ';':'·!'~k:;;~;:X~:':~"('!t\,' ",; .' 

'He has succeeded to a'degree in.drawing';· forces. :awai:;:itbnl;:~:;' . 
," " .:: :' :.' ::~" " ';>:: . :,:- ; ;:-..; ". N;;;?/~'~:~::!i;' ~ :,.: <: . 

lowland areas, but, he~' has; paid;:.;\;,,;>:.i:),~··/:' .. \~ 
. i' i : "., .... ' .:~'~ ,,~:.:,':' :' ~., ,.' :::;,:,:v.;~: ";::.'~/':;;:'J': · . 

He has l?st over" 3~,~OOO troops Jnl' C~Z'. jUS~1~~:rt~e:~:.:.'· 
:",{,' \' l, ~.' ,,' " '::Ii'l ... ,~.: .. ;:, .. " '-:'l::'.:}~-:. "':', ." ",' 

'1, ...... ';,;.,. . 'f~rst SlX months of 1967 0 . That is th~ price. h~: was ,willing \(e,. 

::\;~;::)r;;:v': " .'.' ;,". I.:. ' A,' " '>I .. { i:~,<~:'" ' .. ,.' .. 
i;.,,:',:;/,:~::,'.;. '<;;.' .. ':,' in ~n e~fort to -slow d~~wn. our pa~i~ica~~~~ pr:~r~F:':~<.·"""'. 

[' .... ;:' But despite his efforts, it is still grinding~' slowly; 'ahead •. ' , 
,,::,,;. '«',,' :1" ' •• ," " , , ,; :' ',. " .' : .... " ".: .> ':".': : :., .. ' :.' ',:',r ;"r,: .... , ..•• :::',,' .. :: :,' 

·:: ... t.~':··>.:,'·<:;:I~he rate of prog~es::>, is'slow .~nda~ longas:~7 t;tust cOlf~ .. er: .:. /'" .' 

't~e: threat "oflii]~Je~y :'b~t'ta{;o~s in the·gene~ai\'D~"~~~e~·;:i:.\'._, ;'., 

:;'\:" ',; ~fog:ess will c~!'ti~u~ t~ '1?~','~lO~'» "",'" ':, \" "",l"~:":'. ,,' 
:.' '~\" ",~;,~:.,{t' it is f?r those reasons' ~~at ,.we nee!1 more' f~rces "irl~' : .~:' .... ' .... : :'-

.!:+vli, Ed I ~ppl'lud :thepres{d~nt's rece~tdecisiO~ 'tO"(' "" ,'~ ", 
1'/' ", ,'p~OVidesome additional f~ry~: s tep.~riih!i ': dght¥~~cti~ . 
'~'.f ..' ", ..... " "c:::~r~~ ,,", .. , C,,; 

'l 
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i n, ~ ';1,:' I: ,_~ .. '~{'!H$t1?/.'.' .... !~ , " . .,..W; ... ~"~~l!.J:~.:l~,'·_···~t:-··'·:- -~:~·:·~~·-:-··t:;·~';~:i'P"'" ""··"·,· .... '···~··'~·~' ..... :J·~·,:_::·r·--~' ... ·:~TJ';.. ~f ;:'~ ,,~ '1 ~~';.f~ ,i ~ f~ "'J~, -,,~, ,l .... · .. ~f ~ • 

iJ:l~&t1~t~;';:,'.',:.' . ' ....... , ." ..... '.' ,;} . .• ....... • ...: '.. ;'~I:l'·~;'/~:f"'}(;; 

'i:·:·SECPE~'~r " .. '" ··,'··"":,!';.;·:/;:"r;~j~~~f~li 
ATA12 .. rak )", "'tl':··"iL+.'lI·!· 

,. , . .' . ,.... . ...... ,. .. i,e: 'ii fJ;i:litl~b{~:}i! 
we, need~other ,diViSi~' ;With:' its/j;,:,j~\.~ij\;j/(!h':"":1~~; 

,<":. " ,', " :' .,'.; .,::,:':'-'l/·1:·;;)i'.;'~;;:,,:p:, 

?;a~Sociated heliCOPter andfix,:p'wing 
Sl1P~~~~~~::~{ 

::Zi?,~j~::·:·".,'"~ .' '-;' ,our assigned obj ectives in the I CTz·~3 if' we 'are 'to a~coro.~j:;~:~j:~,i:{ ,~,,\,:, 

;~tfj2:t~;:~;:~~":·:~:;,t:.~:~"": ::~~. ' ,01'; .. "', ~i.;., \»i t. ':'}f:ff:'<dj,]3~~:~}~::,;:~f~:r 
>~.!",~.:i::>rl"", .'p~~sh, tiMM objeq~ive~ ~n" a r~~~~n~ble,Te~,~~d:'o,~;,t~~:ff)t::}~~~::;;}~,.~:':tf:~:~;~t 

~!l!I~lq~l.'t~e' :::n:~:::tn::···.·:he}t~~!:L;I:::::t'·:::i~~iJt~~f~~"~';I·'r$.t 
~r;~"~':~l<:i \,;:(:!,<over North!'Vietnam, we have been ~nvolved" from lthe v~r:Y;':(i 

';»;~·\:';f~\:.,:5:};,',~";' :;',: ,.,' ':.' , 1 , '. ' ' " ',': ' " .:: '" ' ' ',"l' :', 1', • ":;.t
f
,:' 

:,.:::S\;;~::':,::,;:.:::'g:!:,;'::beginning and ~~~, ge~ting d7e:~ie~ . .i~to it~ ~11. ~h~ :~tiine.~f, ;#::'~'~ 

;~{I~?i';~\~~, ad~Itionl:~~V9~" ~~~t~~Ui~g';eU~rt' in~~t~ \~c~ag~::~~!f, 
1.jd:l5i.::":;~'~i1:'~;:: ,Southern North': Vietnam, our A6 anq EA6assets" are .baingu,s.e~f" 

in, the far ~~~thaI1d our Ma'riri~ Tact~caL Jat~'::'~;st~m'~:;U~,"'''''"' 

vi~al li~k ~PJh~ent~re '. ~tfi:,.o~air ~M~f,~n:1~~n.j.!J~.~~~ . ",a,.; 

been able t~ make the~e needed contributionstQ.>;t:1;ie,:;;~~~:;~~;>\;i.~:;.;fr:} 

.• ' ".:,' :,', ,.' .," " " "<' l : , • :':'i,::ft:T·:i~;(t;F;;,::::~;':(:;';51'~,;::i'.t:~ 

:;~~::;_\i"l:';~i';.'~"'".\:;i 'a~rcampaign ~n : the North in 'add{tion 'to, con'duct'ing:' oper'at:ibils:~.' o·~:/;·;t 

r;<X::~j/,::~;::;,<~<··,'~'!·" -" ':: ....< J. :;;: ,'"- :' ,I,,:: !-: ~ . ',.';:t:"\,>~},~: ·~~<;~·~.:~t 
n;l:':f,;:,~;:~¥~,,':;~li~";': i~_,I Corps is :testilTlony" I, believe,., to thei ·soundness iof .~'./ ':::,::" ",' ,.,.,::;l 

L;,;,~.j";j;;~; ... "t:",~'" ,." "-<:'! , .': : I,', ! .,' ·.,,';t:~::?;;:<~.::,:::,;:~~~':"~j·, 

!:~~~1th!'i~l1~t:;1rin~. GO~~S .. c~nc~p~s . that , it:~ forces mu~ ~,~e: b~lance~ t~;(:::~~I:i<')1~~ 
'w.· "'" ...... ." .. a 11' I gr oun d s t rtic tur'e and' 'eq~ipmen t:. t'ome ~t:,,:ead it y any I ' "\''', ... >",,\ 

!\,t:;:rt[!;:i:;§~'!f~b~tari,t·.· ta:k! .. ·.t~at.'· ~s. ~~~iit:nts'! ar~.un~· :~~: •. Wrrld .. mtl~;~t{~':.;~;~ 
1:-: ::}~{>\'\' A.~ou.we 11 l<now, I have '~ong been an. aqv~f~;e 'Of'W;;:;:\j-~~c':~ :'J 

t:·;~;.'~::r~'.i:;:;".,.'~t~ong.: air campa,ign agains~:: NVN, ',and, Iremain l CO~~i.~f.ed;:':~.:r~,:: ': ',J, .:,'; 

'n~;~;..""":\f~"hat such must be,a neces~a~y:,:?art of, our',~~rat;egy .. "stQ~~':l 
·~:L:;.,.,.,,, ... ~;,~)\>. . .C 

I· ,,- ,~' .., ' " . 'l'f ,- ': . r,'.\ 

r;;";~~'i>\:"'>'" 'r: Admiral sh~rpi'~l, and General·Wheeler have'" c"~,j.ered that' ·1' '\, '," t, ~:, >:1 

f':.·:,';;'~: " . ' .... ~': SEGRE$:\,-;~~j 
I ,~ ',:i .:": ~ ~rt. ~.; .... D 

......" I-~ J! "''\K 'r::,.:,,~,{CT :", ", "c ,.,..,~ 
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r,'" ,'.' " , .;: :~' ' 

,'< r SECRET 

;!~~~~~~;~~~\'i' Of course "we ....' .. 

"",t',~".J','i;:<,,"":i·!iaW,:lre of th'em a~ you should 
. , ': \;';tl'~:;:i'JK:,{:'! 'i1~, ' ;~ ':' , . ". "", ,,;' ' ,,' "" 

":;'j,>questions about them." 
'. ::::,J~~"~ \" ::. " \ 1"·· \~" .f . l'" 

';'i',:{::,and, they 'also merit' your Consideration. ' 'J' 
":,-.e,,' ,,','''''CO,,'', , "",:'" ",1;,,' ';:." ;~'~, \' , : i ",~":;I "'~ 

The war is ,progressing. The:'cont1.~u1~g,aF~~~pts 

invade the ' South, in forc~~~! desig~ed, to,' r;~e~~~ ',the" 
",', 'I: ',,',\H"":'d"·,,\' ',' Jj!,;,," :,"~',' ;:",,' ,,:: ,};~;,,'j;:':, r:~" 

have made in our vital pacification: tas~;,':'hav~ ~not. 
,:' ", ,i ' "''; :' ' '" ' :"r: , :\' ;','.': ,;,'>1. 

invasion has'metwith dismai failure";" :and 'pv' 
, ';l, ;' ': ,r ',i;, ':',:~,'~" ' : ;'~hi ' 

enemy losses. But"they,ha've'., ~loweq down,the,"p 
'; :' ':,:,;,:: ,', "':>",~;,:,:)~;: ' " 

we had for pacification. To that ,extent 'we :mus : : : ;':.: '; ; , ;~J:~I~}' 
a ~easure Qf enemyc·tsuccess ~,short:qf: that,'; 

'.~., ~".,.{~,': :r~::;~ 
, ! 

th~y have 'left: :to holdt?: is ,their, h~pe:tha~': , 
,:i',' " ,~" "" -" "\ ",'::: :" ,'",(:,1:;,::<,1 : ,,!'j. ' 

"~Jjf, the §lownessof our progress, and our, casu~l~ies',·;an, 
I .llt;" ( ,,: i ,- I " .. ,: ~ I, - . , ,\ "f~;' o. .;' , , 

':,~:;~':',::a6~estic; dissen:~','we will bebome ':, '. 
')ll {.$ ,'t,). \- " . . ' ',' ~ i '''. 

, :'. ,;f ,\~ I ~," -! 'i f 

. '" ~i:':;~!' gentlemen am not' discouraged ~ 
, ',t '.~:; ,:,~' , ~' " " , f } 

k'l' , "I,; ,:~ J 

riot just ,py,the'~ilit'ary ,·bUt.; by" 
"j,_ ;, ',::,~ (; : .. " ,';, ~t""'):: "-.:,u"·~: '-;" ,"j ,\. {~:, 

Americans. The 'amount 'oftirrie'th~' act6af fight'i'pg' " 
, 1 i. I:: :! '" J \ )'~ '; 1 :. ;;' >": . 

ds a, function. of the effectiveness of 'th~)air'tc"'" 
; ;r,1 

I\-f - ',:" ',' ~,," .•• ;-"',i:," '~'-" j" 

number of combatforc~s ~ehavf3 on1the, gr~~d, for,,"', '_ ...... , ",.", 
, 'J ; ,{ . '. " !I " ',';' (", ," , , ; 

'the, pacificat~on and major engagement ~asks'; 'the 
" :! '. \ ' 'I ' ~ 

effort, 'and the 'soUndn~~s of our I strB:t~gy) 
.:. 'I ,t . :, . ,~. , .' _'. :. ?,' . ,,~ 

'SEGR 
, , 

Thank you, Mr .Cha irma:n~1 
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:: <,' ':" ',:: .' ':-t.:'. s· 
"', ATA 12 .. Q~";' ';: .... ,., .. ,. '".,.",."', ". ' .r' 

. "i.,·" .. I, ':.' \': "':,~';;:jf",:r~" 
and th~ relationshi~ ~f the ,air campaign ~o·i~;~ • 

":", . ,;i,: : > <':: ::i\r:;~ :' ;- " 

I would over itagain~ empha'size,'!however; tHat; 
"'.,' , ,:: ,'t:>' 
must make it as difficult and costly. as .. wecan i for' Han" . 

.. ;;' ".., > \'1,',";, ',.! " 

r . . "1~' . . ",' . , 

", ,,~. ' to. suppor~ the, war •. ,: Of prime" importance;'in; accomplish .', 

·/+<C~tPiS t~s~i~' redud.n~t~' the>miI1im~ titei;: :i~~q~ta~~~~"l; . 

;J.':::.\>,~a'r~, sUPPo~~ ~ng.' .: rna ~et1ia'l. '.O;is,re. q~'ire.' s'th~;/ :cio. ~ute. '.'. ~.'~t:J.~~ , 
:;::;,.;:':'" , ..... " .. ' .. ', . .' " .. ,' . '.:' '. "";', .. ':;::~:\ ':,':: ,::i't;:;t;;:~ " 

.... 'l.· .. ·.'·.'Pb:ong to ~,deny: the 'sea,' 1ineS~~Of ",~o~uniC~~i~n':~ii<'f''':'''''' .' 

cutting the' enemy' 1a d supply' lines, 'to Ch:tna.;", HC1'"0:::,", 
~ , \ ' ... ' , 

, I:' ~.".".. . ~" ~ 1, .: t· . 

'J::, ':consi~tentny recommended, mi ing'the harbor of 
'j " I .r ;, ' ",.r 

I ;', ::~i";/<' ' . 
am not:a;belie . .' ," .-','~. r. , ... ~ . -" . • > 

. . 

Ncrveinber:.of 1964 0(. 

'::;-''':'1'''''''''''' 

,,,,, .. ,.,,,.',.,"".:;·sanc~uary 0;' buffer areas.i do not hold ~ith' those' 
,:/:;,9"',; ~;:: ..•. ,'<, ":";;~;';>".;' .:,;<' 

::/f~el':tnat'; ~ctions ~sewouldtrlgg'er.maj or." 

the:. sov~~ts,~r . ~h~". 2fU,ist,Chmese'l~H ih; . 
aggressor .. ~,.who'. ~~.' o~r. e:~my ~'; That" 's4pport~r~s1l;1 

• :" ;'. ' ,/, > .' t, ,I '. ,: 't" ',1 :,:'1;. '-.'. ,:' "~:""~ ;":~',l":;'.:, ;.('", "" 

'};'.:~,~e.' ~oss ~~ Am~.~~~~~,: '.:" d~~~q?t<seem\to; 
'; ,to. warrant extraprdinaryme 

-' ' .. ',-:;:" ,", '-,-, \', 

.. ,,"';"';; ... " ..... <'t~eyaccOI~pU,:~h' this .,. 
" . \ ", .~' ;. 1. ~; "~ - -, "l . 

,\ , \_' , """ r'~.... ' . ' " t, '-'" _, r ':-'~ :"":i.,, \' ,;1" f . 
.If, ,;~onsis~ently beep that ~.e mU,st~o,all:.,w(s,a~;~.tP,., 
~,: }'::':' ,,:: ,'i ., ;' ,"" ,',' '-" ", ~';" ;::"~;.' ~-~'~",r:;:; .: .; ;: "'j' ;" '.: 

. '" '"infiltration of: men al'),d 'mate'rial~ regardles's of :itS.l:-
: ;.>-:: ~ " f;d ' ", " ,,' " ," " . !~i! ;; , I 

fromNvN,~hrough L~'OS, C~b~~{': ;Ar P~ Ie31 ~ 
:'.': ~tioi~ld' do; .everythingpossible .. ~.:. indeed: ¥~,hav~ the 

, (:, ;: • ~" "";' :.' ~ ,,', , (, " • • , .. - ", "" •. '/,;. ;, i " '.. • , .. " i.;. , ..', '. 
:, ' ,,;' .", , .. '~:' , - ". ,:~ ..... ;::.:. ':'... ..', .. . ~ 

" ": \.l,! i.'.~ 'i,', '. • " ' I 

, . ;"::<'~;~.' sl.b1.1ity ~- to' provide bur .. f.orces with 
~:. >r'."._:/.~.":,,,, .:.::l,.:':: ", .'~ /' ! ,,', .. ' • ",./ -,.t.: ; ,;.. { .' 

',';. 
'!"'on11; '!"'o . 
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Statement by 
iI 
i I 

General Wallace M. GREENE',i~MC I; 
Connnandant of the Marine CorlPs . l~ 
Before the Senate preparedn~:ss Inves'tigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed serVice~:'llcommit~ee 
On the Air War Against Nort I Vietnam on ' 

'i I, ',' i ~ ----,-----
Mr. Chairman and Members, ofl~he Committee' 

,I !~r I ,; , 

II ,,: \" 
It is an honor and a.! di~lflinct! Pfrsonal pleasure to meet 

I II " I ,I ~ 

with you again. I know·Youthave~questions and II hope to 
i I ,.' i, ' 

I I l: '1 
answer them. 

\1 : 1'1 
Since I have recently rei urn~d ftr.om a most rewarding 

I II ~' · 
trip to South Vietnam, perh~[S I ican set the st1age for, some 

I ,I 
,r, : I'! I 

of your questions. I found~-I as 'usual - a refreshing desire 
'! t I 

I, I 'j .. 
on the part of all hands,1 to I ·ontniblite to the war and,; even 

:1 I' ,I' ! I . . .' , I 
. t 't' : , ' 

more encouragin~, a comp:~etilrev;~,r.s~;l of the pe:sstmistic 

outlook - the doubts and; fe~ s - :,wh~ch plague uS so' here 

in Washington. 
'I 'I Ii. . I ,:: 

'',I II : \ ; 
The Marines are mor~)1 de~ ly ~o~itted than ~ver in all 

'" I ' ., ., j' . I' 

facets of the war. For,~xa~; Ie, :out: of our entire active 
':1 ; I 'l; , ' , ' 

structure, 58% of the Mafin'linf~ntty batt~lion;, 37% of the, 

Jet Tactical Squadrons and 5 % ori t~eHelicopterSquadrons 
I' , 

I I' .1 , 

are fighting in Vietnamj Tn B a~ds 14p to ivery nearly:1/3 of 
I 1\ " ., 

all the Marines on our r?ll~,beidg Jbmmit~edto: the Vietnam 

i 1I II ' I War. This proportion of': co itme'nt ,is higher than that of 
i I I 

any other Service. 
II 
If 
! I 
:!! 

,: 
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"", ,j! \< 
Although the Marine d6rp; is str~tched thiniworld-wide 

'I . \ '; f , ~ 
i • if " i ' 

as a result, I would 1ikd tol ~ivel:y01 an idea. o~ what return 

h .. . f I t~l : t. 'I I CTZ d . t e nat~on ~s gett~ng rOi ;,-s cQ.nnn~tment'o : n . "ur1ng 

,I 11 l: L. , 
the first 6 months of thi's year, we had 44% of all enemy 

i III ;: I: ;! i 

incidents and 32% of all ":!enew fo*ce~ opposed b~ only 21% 

'1! '~I '; h . I " 
of the friendly forces, ~it ~i pr~du:ied 45% of the total , 

enemy killed 0 While, of coulF~!1 e, US Anny and' Free World forces 
:! i' II 

have contributed to operation" in~lthe~' I Corps ar:ea, :the 
: !"I i; '\ :' 

heaviest actions have inJblv~~ Mar:in~; Corps forc:es in the 
I il~ .~ '; i ., I, ' I 

DMZ area o I believe the 'r.' esti, ts show[ ,clearly; that the Marine 
:'1' "I I 
1 I .1:1 '! 

.operational and organization~ concepts are sound o 
I' r ~ 
! I J : .~ 

The enemy, by directly co ittingi large segm!~nts. of 
"i . ~ ,i' I , 

North Vietnamese Regular Arm)J'1 from the DMZ, sanctuary:, has 
, II " 1 

J \ I 

opened," a second front. ~hi~ijrle3;rl1\ amounts!: t; op~n aggres-

sion against South Vietnam, giving tne lie to c~unist 
": i I 'f. ~ } ': 'I: ,;1 ' : 

propaganda for all to see~ H s overall strategy~ as I! ,', 
'i ill' j , 

expounded by Pham Van Dong th' NVNi Prime Minister, is: 
.. I \! 1, ~ l' 

'I j 1 ,': ;:l 1 

" •• 0 through a progra~dof al1~~:)Ut attacks ~ to cause 

many US casualties, and s~ td IjerOdk J~e us will that, the 
::\ I' Ii. I ' .. ~ I !, 

anti-war influences wi11&ain: decisivie str~ngtho til 
I I ' , 
'I 

'i 
:1 
: 

I 

I 
i 
II 
I, 

j 
, , 
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t 'r; ~ 
Insofar as the DMZ ar~a i~ conce~ed, Nguyen:VanMai 

of the NFL Press office i+ pJ,,'i on pen~I:,'; said: 1 

" h . 1 . b! I "11' J h T e Nat~ona L~ erat on Front w~ ent~ce t e 
.1 ! iIi 1 

Americans close to the NOr, th IVliet~,am~~e border and wtll 
':1 I~l ,. l, ' 

bleed them without mercyo:: In' southern South Vie~nam the 
,I 'I" i ' 
'I ; I ' 

pacification campaign will be dest;royedo" 
If, 

In essence, our enemy:! is f, ounting'! on his 
i I 

pat~ence, our 
\ I '\ ii, i 

lack of it, plus an attritioti of our iforces, as his formula ,;: I r: 
to wino Further, he want~ t91 div~~t'.'I~,' ur forces from the 

II I > I, i 
critical regions where the pe, p1e;and) resources ~re 0 

'i i ,j, 

I' ,'! ' 
He has succeeded to a ': de; lee ir dfawin~ forc~s away from , 

the critical, populated lowla d ar:eas, but, he::~ has paid , '~r : " 
') : Ii k' . 

heavily. He has lost over 30 looo',~r~b,ps iIi I ;CT~ just ,in the 
'I,' , iI'" ~ " ': , 

, i' '" {I 

first six months of 19670'1 Th'lt is; the price he was willing 
I' I ~: i :' 

to pay in an effort to slow d;swn o~r I~acificatio~ pr9gramo 
I~I "I ' ! Ii, , 

But despite his efforts, it i~ stil1l ;grinding, slowly,; ahead 0 

'1 T "i." 

The rate of progress is s+ow ~~d ail ~ong as we mitst counter 

the threat of 37 enemy ba~ta\j\ons ~n Iyhe general iDMZ area, 

progress will continue to~be l~i~lOWO'; ~; 
~: I, : It 

It is for those reaso~s t:~;at w~ n:e,; ed more forces in 
, , I .. J, , 

SVN, and I applaud the pr7sid~nt I s,; re,~ent decision to ~:, 

• d dd" 1 f I HII ',. R . I!! t! ~. I!~ prov~ e 8I@IIlI8 a ~t~ona orce1:-as A step 3 It 'Ii 8 F!fJ~ FItee ~Ofi & 

'3 di ',SFrRi=T 
.1 -.... I".'" .... A" .. • JII' 
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1'1 

,:L, .r 

ATA12-dak 

.: ! I 
strategy and the relatioJ1shi:.1of thei:'air camp·aign. to it, I 

; I . I 

won't go over it again. ,I WijUld ~mp~.asize, how:ver,' that we 

must make it as difficult and! costlY',"jas we can for Hanoi 
'11 ~ '. , ,- . 

to support the war. Of llrimi'l imP~rtf''nce in accomplishing 

this task is reducing to:the lrin~wn! :their. imp0l:itation of 
\~l II' 

war supporting mater.ialo:l I .,' _ 

;1 

requireo 
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Of course we have our pr'blems. 1.,t',YOU gentlem,en are 
': 'l~1 I 

aware of them as you shodld ~:e. My :ciuty is to ~nswer your , ) I ; ': !' 

questions about them. But t' lere ~ret~bright, sid~s as well, 
)i t I j r-

and they also merit your~:con lderati:on. 
'I r I j' Ii ~ , ' I 

The war is progressing. I The ~on~inuing attempts of NVN 
I I;: 

-,! " ti: 

to invade the South in f6rce: deslgn~d to reverse the successes' 

we have made in our vita{ paijilfiC~ti~n task, ha~enot, succeeded; 
, I " II iij' ;,t " 

and every invasion has m~t W~rh dism~l failure i and over-
~ I : ~ ! 

whelming enemy losses. ~ut ff1~ey ~av~ slowed ,down the planned 
, I,ll "i' : 

progress we had for paCifica~~ion.,' To that extel1t, we must 
, I 1 -

II ! 1 I. i 

concede a measure of enemy::;s: ccess. ; ~Short, of that, ,however, " ' I >' , 

all they have left to hOll,d t~l is ~he~r hope that, because 

I Lijl \ 11 , 
of the slowness of our progre~s, andr:our casual~ies, and our 

.. . ': :~I' '. h ' 
domest~c dlssent, we w~l~: bec~pme d,~SYOUraged. I, for one, 

,I I I 'i 

gentlemen, am not discout1age :ji It W~ll take ti~e ~ and money, 
i ,jl 

and determination; not just, the mnitary, but by all 

Americans. The amount Of: ti~e the a~tual fighting will 
'.'~! ' , 

last .is a function of th~[ ef'CtiJen~ss of,the dir campaign, 

the number of combat for~:es ~,~~. ha'{,e tn the: groun'd for both 

the pacification and maj~r enlagerJen~ task~, the supporting 
,: ;jt -I'::: 

'j" I" • 

naval effort, and the soundne'l;;s of our strategy. ' 
i qq, ; 

Thank you, Mro Chai~~n. 'jill ' 
,I 
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I am firmly convinced we ':~ee ,fl:nothet division, ,with its 

associated helicopter and! fi~~1 d w~ngl::support,;' t9 accomplish 
11 ,1/ . t ; 

our assigned obj ectives i,~ t~ I 9TZ \:--- if we alre to accom-

plish those objectives itt! a b[aso~abte period of time 0 

:! l[ l' - t: i 
With respect to the ~iir i[r, : rt.cOgniZe th~t while 

the Marines are not a"ma'~orl par~icf,'pant in ~h'1 ac~ivity 
:I, :.; j. 

::::n::::ha::e:::m~e::i::V:eDI!i:: :::~l::d:l:r::~t:~:~ry 
, ; ~ 

In addition to our continuin' effort ~:in Route, Package 1 in 

Southern North Vietnam, l", ~~ an~ J6 assets: a~e b~ing used 
, :)i t~, ,ii ' 

:nV:::lf::n:O::ht::de::Jr1:J:t~::lc:::i:J:::.pr::es 

i ATA12-dak 

I ~I .: Ii 
I . ~ 1 'i I 

we:have been able to makel th~se needed contributions to the , 

air campaign in the North
l 

in ll'~ddi~io~to conducJingOpe~a~'~ons 
ii" ' I,' , '. I '! ~ " ,i ' . ' 

in I Corps is testimony" j I b~lelieve,l:~to the soundness, of . " ,ill': \\ , 
. h .:1 • If' ' : 'b b 1 "d in 

Mar~ne Corps concepts t 0!t ~fllr o:ce;: must, e i ance 

air/ground structure and~:,eqU~'pment,,:,' t~ meet' readily any 
;! 1~1 " i 

combatant task that US c_i' ent~ around the' wdrld ,may requireci ; I : ,~ ,: , t I . 

As you well know, I havelllOng:lbe~,n an advocate of a 
'i ! l! \ 

stronger air campaign agains~, NVN ~ ar,d I remain :convinced' 

that such must, be a neces:sar:Jpar~ o~ our strategy. ' Since 

Admiral Sharp,\ and Gener",l w~~ele, hi\vc coyerSE:C R ET 
DECLASSIFIED 

I \ ',,: , 
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Statement by 
General Wallace M. GREENE, USMC 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Before the Senate Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee . 
On the Air War Against North Vietnam on 1400, Monday, 2BAug67 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee 

It is an honor and a distinct personal pleasure to meet 

with you again. I know you have questions and I hope to 

answer them. 

Since I have recently returned from a most rewarding 

trip to South Vietnam, perhaps I can set the stage for some 

of your questions. I found - as usual - a refreshing desire 

on the part of all hands to contribute to the war and, even 

more encouraging, a complete reversal of the pessimistic 

outlook - the doubts and fears - which plague uS so here 

in Washington. 

The Marines are more deeply committed than ever in all 

facets of the war. For example, out of our entire active 

structure, 58% of the Marine infantry battalions, 37% of the 

Jet Tactical Squadrons and 54% of the Helicopter Squadrons 

are fighting in Vietnam. This adds up to very nearly 1/3 of 

all the Marines on our rolls being committed to the Vietnam 

War. This proportion of commitment is higher than that of 

any other Service. 
"DOWNGRADING AT 12 YEAR INTERVALS; 
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Although the Marine Corps is stretched thin world-wide 

as a result, I would like to give you an idea of what return 

the nation is getting from this commitment o In I CTZ, during 

the first 6 months of this year, we had 44% of all enemy 

incidents and 32% of all enemy forces opposed by only 21% 

of the friendly forces, but we produced 45% of the total 

enemy killed o While, of course, US Army and Free World forces 

have contributed to operations in the I Corps area, the 

heaviest actions have involved Marine Corps forces in the 

DMZ areao I believe the results show clearly that the Marine 

operational a~d organizational concepts are sound o 

The enemy, by directly committing large segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, has 

opened a second front. This clearly amounts to open aggres-

sion against South Vietnam, giving the lie to communist 

propaganda for all to see. His overall strategy, as 

expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prime Minister, is: 

" •• othrough a program of all-out attacks, to cause 

many US casualties, and so to erode the US will that the 

anti-war influences will gain decisive strengtho" 

2 
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Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van Mai 

of the NLF Press office in Phnon Penh said: 

"The National Liberation Front will entice the 

Americans close to the North Vietnamese border and will 

bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will be destroyed." 

In essence, our enemy is counting on his patience, our 

lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as his formula 

to win. Further, he wants to divert our forces from the 

critical regions where the people and resources are. 

He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away 

from the critical, populated lowland areas, but he has paid 

heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I CTZ just in 

the first six months of 1967. That is the price he was 

willing to pay in an effort to slow down our pacification 

program. But despite his efforts, it is still grinding, 

slowly, ahead. The rate of progress is slow and as long 

as we must counter the threat of 37 enemy battalions in 

the general DMZ area, progress will continue to be slow. 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 

SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 

3 SECRET 
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provide additional forces. I am firmly convinced we need 

another division, with its associated helicopter and fixed 

wing support, to accomplish our assigned objectives in 

the I CTZ --- if we are to accomplish those objectives in 

a reasonable period of time. 

With respect to the air war, I recognize that while 

the Marines are not a major participant in the activity 

over North Vietnam, we have been involved from the very 

beginning and are getting deeper into it all the time. 

In addition to our continuing effort in Route Package 1 in 

Southern North Vietnam, our A6 and EA6 assets are being 

used in the far north and our Marine Tactical Data System 

provides a vital link i~ the entire chain of air coordina­

tion. That we have been able to make these needed contri­

butions to the air campaign in the North in addition to 

conducting operations in I Corps is testimony, I believe, 

to the soundness of Marine Corps concepts that its forces 

must be balanced in air/ground srructure and equipment 

to meet readily any combatant task that US commitments around 

the world may require. 

As you well know, I have long been an advocate of a 

4 SECRET 
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stronger air campaign against NVN, and I remain convinced 

that such must be a necessary part of our strategy. Since 

Admiral Sharp and General Wheeler have covered that strategy 

and the relationship of the air campaign to it, I won't 

go over it again. I would emphasize, however, that we 

must make it as difficult and costly as we can for Hanoi 

to support the war. Of prime importance in accomplishing 

this task is reducing to the minimum their importation of 

war supporting material. We must do all we can to reduce 

infiltration of men and supplies, regardless of its source. 

We should do everything possible -- indeed we have the 

responsibility -- to provide our forces with the support 

they require. 

Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

aware of them as you should be. My duty is to answer your 

questions about them. But there are bright sides as well, 

and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts of NVN 

to invade the South in force, designed to reverse the 

successes we have made in our vital pacification task, 

have not succeeded; and every invasion has met with dismal 
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failure - and overwhelming enemy losses. But they have 

slowed down the planned progress we had for pacification. 

To that extent, we must concede a measure of enemy success. 

Short of that, however, all they have left to hold to is 

their hope that, because of the slowness of our progress, 

and our casualties, and our domestic dissent, we will 

become discouraged. I, for one, gentlemen, am not dis­

couraged. It will take time, and money, and determination; 

not just by the military, but by all Americans. The 

amount of time the actual fighting will last is a function 

of the effectiveness of the air campaign, the number of 

combat forces we have on the ground for both the pacifi­

cation and major engagement tasks, the supporting naval 

effort, and the soundness of our strategy. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman 
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25 August 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

1. At approximately: 1330, in the presence of LtCol 
CHADWICK of the HQMC Legislative Liaison Office, I 
discussed the clearance of CMC's CLASSIFIED statement 
with Captain William KELLY in DOD. The Security Review 
office recommended deletion of the sentence at page 5 
of the latest submission (Tab D) which stated: 

"I am firmly convinced we need another division, 
with its associated helicopter and fixed wing support, 
to accomplish our assigned obJectives in the I CTZ --­
if we are to accomplish those objectives in a reasonable 
period of time." 

2. Reason cited was that a policy decision had been 
made at the Presidential level concerning additional 
forces. CMC would be free to respond to questions on 
his views, but should not volunteer them in the state­
ment (Reference (b) to CMC MR applies). 

3. Following receipt of CMC's approval at 1355, DOD 
was authorized to rewrite page 4 of the statement, 
deleting the above sentence. 
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H. F. PAINTER 
Co1one 1 USMC 
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WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301 
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MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER R. B. LASHLEY, Jr., USN 
Office of Legisl.ative Affairs" Department of the Navy 

SUBJECT: Statement of General Wallace M. Greene" Jr. before the 
Senate Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee, regarding 
the Air War in North Vietnam. 

There is no objection to the presentation of the subject statement 

in classified form. 

'2J~6~' .1UCHARD n. -~M3Y 
Captain, USN 

.. Chief" Navy' Di: i on 
Directorate for Secur1tY' Review 
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Statement by 
General Wallace M. GREENE, USMC 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Before the Senate Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee . 
On the Air War Against North Vietnam'"on 1400, Monday, 28Aug67 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee 

It is an honor and a distinct personal pleasure to meet f 
! 
t: , 

with you again. I know you have questions and I hope to \\ 

answer them. 

Since I have recently returned from a most rewarding 

trip to South Vietnam, perhaps I can set the stage for. some 

of your questions" I found - as usual - a refreshing desire 

on the part of all hands to contribute to the war and,' even 

more encouraging, a complete reversal ·of the pessimistic 

outlook - the doubts and fears - which plague us so here 

in Washington. 

The Marines are more deeply committed than ever in all 

facets of the war. For example, out of our entire active 

structure, 58fe> of the Marine infantry battalions, 37% of the' 

Jet Tactical Squadrons and 54% of the Helicopter Squadrons 

are fighting in Vietnam. This adds up to very nearly 1/3 of, 

all the Marines on our rolls being committed to the Vietnam 

War. This proportion of commitment is. higher than that of 

any other Service. 

1'J;>OWNGRJlDING AT 12 YEAR L'ITERVALS; 
NOT AUTOMATICALLY DLCLASSIF'lED 

DOD DIR 5200.10" 
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Although the Marine Corps is stretched thin world-wide 

as a result, I would like to give you an idea of what return 

the nation is getting from this commitment. In I CTZ, during 

the first 6 months of this year, we had 44% of all enemy 

incidents and 32% of all enemy forces opposed by only 21% 

of the friendly forces, but we produced 45% of the total 

enemy killed. While, of course, US Army and F".cee World forces 

have contributed to operations in the I Corps area, the 

heaviest actions have involved Marine Corps forces in the 

DMZ area o I believe the results show clearly that the Marine 

operational and organizational concepts are sound g 

The enemy, by directly committing large segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, has 

opened a second front. This clearly amounts to open aggres-

sion against South Vietnam, giving the lie to communist 

propaganda for all to see. His overall strategy, as 

expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prime Minister, is: 

" ••• through a program of all-out attacks, to cause 

many US casualties, and so to erode the US will that th~ 

anti-war influences will gain decisive strength." 
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Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van Mai 

of the NLF Press office in Phnon Penh said: 

"The National Liberation Front will entice the 

Americans close to the North Vietnamese border and will 

bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will be destroyed." 

In essence, our enemy is counting on his patience, our 

lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as his formula 

to win. Further, he wants to divert our forces from the 

critical regions where the people and resources are. 

He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away 

from the critical, populated lowland areas, but he has paid 

heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I CTZ just in 

the first six months of 1967. That is the price he was 

willing to pay in .an effort to slow down our pacification 

program. But despite his efforts, it is still grind~ng, 

slowly, ahead. The rate of progress is slow and as long 

as we must counter the threat of 37 enemy battalions in 

the general DMZ area, progress will continue to be slow. 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 

SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to . 
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provide additional forces. 

With respect to the air war, I recognize that 

while the Marines are not a major participant in 

the activity over North Vietnam, we have been 

in vol ve d fro m the very beg inn in 9 and are get tin 9 

deeper into it all the time. In addition to ou'r 

continuing effort in Route Package 1 in Southern 

" No rt h Vie t n am, 0 u r A 6 and E A 6 ass e t s are be in 9 

used in the far north and our Marine Tactical Data 

System provides a vital link in the entire chain of 

air coordination. That we have been able to make , ( 

the sen e' e d e d con t r i bu t ion s tot h e air cam p a i 9 n in 

the North in addition to conducting operations in 

I Corps is testimony, ! believe, to the ,soundness 

of Marine Corps concepts that its forces mustpe 

balanced in air/ground structure and equipment to 

meet readily any combatant task that US commitments 

a r 0 u n d the w odd m ay r e q u ire • 
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stronger air campaign against NVN, and I remain convinced 

that such must be a necessary part of 'our strategy. Since 

Admiral Sharp and General Wheeler have covered that strategy 

and the relationship of the air campaign to it, I won't 

go over it again. I would emphasize, however, that we 

must make it as difficult and costly as we can for Hanoi 

to support the war. Of prime importance in accomplishing 

this task is reducing to the minimum their importation of 

war supporting material. We must do all we can to reduce 

infiltration of men and supplies, regardless of its source. 

We should do everything possible -- indeed we have the 

responsibility -- to provide our forces with the support 

they require. 

Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

aware of them as you should be. My duty is to answer your 

questions about them. But there are.bright sides as well, 

and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts of NVN 

to invade the South in force. designed to reverse the 

successes we have made in our vital pacification task, 
,',. '"". . 

have not succeeded; and every invasion has met with dismal 
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failure - and overwhelming enemy losses. But they have 

slowed down the planned progress we had for pacification. 

To that extent, we must concede a measure of enemy success. 

Short of that, however, all they have left to hold to is 

their hope that, because of the slowness of our progress, 

and our casualties, and our domestic dissent, we will 

become discouraged. I, for one, gentlemen, am not dis-

couraged. It will take time, and money, and determination; 

not just by the military, but by all Americans. The 

amount of time the ~ctual fighting will last is a function 

of the effectiveness of the air campaign, the number of 

combat forces we have on the ground for both the pacifi-

cation and major engagement tasks, the supporting naval 

effort~ and the soundness of our strategy. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman 
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Statement by 
qeneral Wallace M. GREENE, USMC 
~Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Before the Senate Preparedness Investigating SubconnDittee' , 

. ,of' the Senate Armed Services Committee ',' 
On the, Air War Against North Viet.nam on. _________ I •. ,' .... . ".' {.',' 

:, ... 

, ,. . . Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee '. ' 
. , 

; i' 
1'.,;":' ,_ : / 

f. ,,' 

, , It is an honor and a distinct :personal pleasure to 
, • .<. I ~', . 
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:. ~ ",; .:t' meet with you again. I know you have:~uestions and I 
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, ... J . . hope to answer them. 

. , .. ' ";,:" Since I have recently returned from a most. rewarding 

.:. :trip to South Vietnam, perhaps I can set the stage for 
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" :', iDg desire on the part of all hands to contribute to the 

}," ':war and, even more encouraging, a complete rev~rsa1 of 

,,'the' pessimistic outlook - the 'doubts, and fears-, which 

".' plague us so here in Washingtono 

,The Marines are more deeply cOmmitted than. ever in 
" 

"all facets of the war •. Very nearly, 1/3 of all ,the 
. /' . 

. ',' M~rines on our roles are committed to the Vietnam War. 

. This proposition of commitment is higher than that of 

'.' any other Service o " 

. I would like to give you an idea. of what return th~i 

nation is getting from this commitment. In I ~orps, 
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during the first 6 months of this year with over 40% of 

.. '. all enemy incidents and over 30% of all enemy forces 

opposed by only 21% of the friendly forces, we produced 
'I." ' .. ;' 'o' ~ 

,:',' .'-45% of the total enemy killed. 
1.'1" ,',,-.. ',. • . 

While, of course, US Army 

and Free World forces have contributed to operations in 

the I Corps Area, the heaviest actions have involved 

,j.':-':,' Marine forces in the DMZ Area. I believe the results show' 

clearly that the Marine operational and organizational 

.. "'".' ,concepts are sound • 

. The enemy, by directly committing large, segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, 
.,',,' ',. 

has opened a second front. This clearly amounts to open 

. '.~~" aggression against South Vietnam, giving the lie to 

communist propaganda for all to see. His overall strategy, 

as expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prine Minister, is: 

" ••. through a program of all-out attacks, to 

cause many US casualties, and so to erode the US will 
,. 

,that the anti-war influences will gain decisive strength".· 

Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van 

",- , .Mai" a high VC official said: 

"The National Liberation Front, will entice the 

Americans close to the North Veitnamese border and will 
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bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will be destroyed." 

In essence, our enemy is counting on his patience, 
,', 

" 

our lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as .' ":; .... 

his formula to win. Further, he wants to divert our 

forces from the critical regions where the people and 

resources are. 

, He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away 

from the critical, populated lowland areas, but he has 

paid heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I eTZ 

Just in the first six months of 1967. That is the price 

cation program. But despite his efforts, it is still 

grinding slowly ahead. The rate of progress is slow and 

,as long as we must counter the threat of invasion in the 

DMZ area, it will continue to be slow. 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 

SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 

provide some additional forces as a step in the right 

direction. I am firmly convinced we need another division, 

with'~, its associated helicopter and fixed wing support, to 
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accomplish our assigned objectives in the I CTZ --- if 

we are to accomplish those objectives in a reasonable 

period of time. 

With respect to the air war, the Marines have been 

involved from the very beginning and are getting deeper 

into it all the time. In addition to our continuing 

effort in Southern North Vietnam, our aircraft are being 

used in the far north. That we have been able to make 

these needed contributions to the air campaign in the 

North in ,"3.ddi tion to conducting operations in I Corps 

is testimony, I believe, to the soundnes~ of Marine 

Corps concepts that its forces must be balanced in 

air/ground structure and equipment to meet readily any 

combatant task that U.S. commitments around the world 

may require. 

As you w~ll know, I have long been an advocate of a 

strong air campaign against NVN. I would emphasize, that 

in my view, we must ,make it as difficult and costly as 

we can for Hanoi to support the war. Of prime importance 

in accomplishing this task is reducing to the minimum 

their importation of war supporting material. This 

requires the closure of Haiphong to deny the sea lines 
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of communication while concurrently cutting the enemy 

land supply lines to China. I have consistently recom-

mended mining the harbor of Haiphong since November of 

1964. Further, I am not a believer in sanctuary or buffer 

areas. The people using these areas are supporting an 

aggressor - who is our enemy. That support results in 

the loss of American lives. This does not seem to me 

to warrant extraordinary measures for their safety 

while they accomplish this support. In short, my position 

has consistently been that we must do all we can to 

reduce infiltration of men and materiel, regardless of 

its source, whether from NVN, through Laos, through 

Cambodia, or by sea. We should do everything possible 

indeed we have the responsibility -- to provide our 

forces with the support they require. 

Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

aware of them as you should be. My duty is to answer 

your questions about them. But there are bright sides 

as well, and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts of 

NVN to invade the South in force, designed to reverse 
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the successes we have made in our vital pacification 

task, have not succeeded; and every invasion has met 

with dismal failure and overwhelming enemy losses. But 

they have slowed down the planned progress we had for 

pacification. To that extent, we must concede a measure 

of enemy success. Short of that, however, all they have 

left to hold to is their hope that, because of the slow-

ness of our progress, and our casualties, and our 

domestic dissent, we will become discouraged. I, for 

one, gentlemen, am not discouraged. It will take time, 

and money, and determination; not just by the military, 

. but by all Americans. We can, and we must, persevere. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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! ~ . bleed them without mercy.I' Ij southe;in South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will b~,: des~ro~ed." 
: ~. t' :; t'r' , ' 

In essence, our enemy, is 11counting on his patience, 
·1 ll, i; 

our lack of it, plus an attr:U[ion;,OfPour forc'es,!' as : 
I f ~ t r-

'[ : ,s. I ( " , 

his formula to win. Fur~,hert he wan~s to div.ert :our :' 
.! Jr, I' , 

forces from the critical 'regiJ' ns where the people and 
.:1 J 

;,1 i J
: 

): :i,!,' resources are. 
:I ,~\;i 
• 1 *" ~ 

He has succeeded to ai deg~lr~e tn traWing forjes away 

from the critical, popula,ted l,',il.OWl~ndU,areas,', but he has 
I til ,J: 

paid heavily. He has lost o'er 3ti,obo troops· in I CTZ 
'il Iii I, 

\ f 1. 
:\ ! t . 'i : ~. 

just in the first six months f f 1967.~i That is t:;he price .. I ',l " 

he was willing to pay in,~n :lffor1 tTI slow, doWn i9ur~pacifi-
cation program. But deS~.ite i; ,is ~ff~rts, it is :still 

:: 1 I ' , Ii 
, , l • 

grinding slowly ahead. The i1ate qf progress is islow and 
j :~I . '" J 

:: l:::a:S i:eW:::tc::::::: :!lb:h:,i:~,l. of inITasidn in the 
,i j f~ , 

It is for those reasons at we need more fdrces in 
I I ,j I' 

'j I~' , ' ~ . 
SVN, and I applaud the pr,'esidl~nt I 8,' r~;cent dectsi:on to 

',' "~I : j , 
" i 

provide ~ additional f~rce.s.a9 fa s:tcp ;9 the :"'@At 
~i I' gl : f; 
I a . ' 

dill at C1DIi. I am firmly ci~nvtrced;~we !,need another division, 

with its associated heliCjbpt~~ ang ft~ed wing: support, to 
I I, 
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:/tl , 
accomplish our assigned objec~~ives iQ. the I CTZ --- if 

i ill ' 
we are to accomplish thos,~ O~fI'I' ecttvet; in a reasonable, 

period of time. :;1' I, ' 
I ,: 

With respect to the a~r ~ffr, the1~arines have been 
',fijj I 

involved from the very beginnling ,nd;~re getting
l 

deeper 
i ~l ' , , " 

" \ 

into it all the time. In'addttion to; our continuing' 
f nl i' 

.,1 Iff,: :; 
effort in Southern North Yiet~am, :,our; aircraft are being 

I i II: ,: ~ 
used in the far north. Thatt~'e have:been able to make ,p t I 

'I 

these needed contributions to the ,air: campaign in, the 

North in addition to conducti~g operations in I Corps 
.I .. :II!' , 

is testimony, I believe, to tl)e soundness of Marine 
:, :1111' , 

Corps concepts that its forces mus,t be balanced in 
'I : ~I . I 

air/ground structure and ~quifllmend tolmeetreadily any 
, i I I '\ 

, :, ;, ( 

combatant task that U.S. commi'tments ~around the world 
, :l I 

1\ \ I 

may require. ! ! ',I' 
I 

'I " 
As you w:ell know, I have ;~ong ,,been an advocate of a 

:1 !jl\ : Ie 
strong air campaign again~t Nr ',11 ';OUld emphasize" that 

II, ' ~ 
in my view, we must ,make it as difficult and costly as 

:il' ~. ; . ~ . 

we can for Hanoi to suppo:rt t e war. t: Of prime importance 
I' 

"III Ii . 
in accomplishing this task isi IredU~i1~ to the minimum 

their importation of war sUPPI~rting rrtaterial. ..e:i 9r= 

reqni H. Obe c1 psure pf Ha j Pli~nl! tp dqny I;a. ..a lioBes 
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I. ill ~)' 
SRi 'iHi'ilii itoot],. IU81t tha't ~~ mus~ d6f all we can l to 

1,:. I,,;; 

1', i c 

,'i :j~ Su'~, r~f.S, . 
reduce infiltration of me,n a~lt Il£al@ii~~l, regardh~ss of 

its source \ ,".~hcr ££'0," ~;, ~iI..~,#: .... : t1u 6 ~gloo 
; l· 'I;} , 

CaUBe@!!!l, 95 hll §ea. We S~OUMd d~ eJ~rything po~sible , 'II ' :1 ';:-
indeed we have the responsibt~ity )-- ~o provide our 

;:1 Iii ,; '. 
forces with the support trey liequ~re I'~ ; 

Of course we have our~i prq lema. ,You gentlemen are 
,J rl I t, 

aware of them as you should qe
l
. My duty is to answer 

,,: ;11 " I' , 

your questions about them'~ ~It tnere i are bright: sides 
"I ! I ';j II ~ I , ' 

as well, and they also me~it I, our ~o~sideration.1 :' 
'I I 1-. I 
'1 I ' ,( 

The war is progressing. :the c:on~iinuing attempts;' of 
. I ~l" !' ~ 

NVN to invade the South irt f9i~'ce':de~igned to reverse 
,i I ' 
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the successes we have mad~ i~l! our :;tvitt~l pacification 
'! . ;, : ' : ~ , I 

I ,If I' ' !" 

task, have not succeeded;~!1 an4~ ever,Y ~!'1vasion has! met 
: 1 ;; , ;., 

with dismal failure and overW elm~ngenemy losses. But 
,;1 1"1 'i, 

they have slowed down the;! pIa ned Jprq~ress' we' had for" 

:\ 1\ \: P ~ 
pacification. To that extenD we;~u~t concede aimeasure 

II I ,J< t ' I I ~' 
of enemy success. Short :6f d at, '!how~ver, all they have 

11 I 't: ," I ;: 
left to hold to is their hope that" because of the slQw-

I I ~ It i 
ness of our progress, and~1 oUI casu~l~fes, ~nd, our 

domestic dissent, we Will;lbe~ me dlis~9Uraged., I~ for 
'I I I':' 

one, gentlemen, am not di~coJ aged!. !~t will tak~ time, 

and money, and determinatton:! not ;ju~~ by t, he ~mititary, 
:1 I, '~ Ii! ' 

but by all Americans. Weilcan anq, w~,;must,' p:ersevelZe.' 
:1 I ,t q " 
" I "i r, 

Thank you, Mr. Chairmf:n. I :;I' t1 
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Statement by 
,General Wallace M. GREENE, USMC 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 

'Before the Senate Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
On the Air War Against North Vietnam on~ ______________ __ 

;' 
Mro Chairman and Members of the Committee 

It is an honor and a distinct personaipieasure to 

meet with you again. I know you have questions and I 

hope to answer them. 

Since I have recently returned from a most re~varding 

trip to South Vietnam, perhaps I can set the stage for 

some of your questions. I found - as usual,-a refresh~ 

ing desire on the part of all hands to contribute to the 

war and, even more encouraging, a complete reversal of 

the pessimistic outlook - the doubts and fears which 

plague us so here in Washingtono 

" . I; , . The Marines are more deeply committed than ever in 

all facets of the waro Very nearly 1/3 of all the 
------ot ' , ' 

Marines on our rolls are committed to the Vietnam Waro 

, This proposition of commitment is higher than 'that of 

any other Service o 
, - , 

,I would like to give you an idea of what return the 

, nation is getting from this commitment 0 In I Corps, 

nf"'T'"' r"" .. 'T',~. 
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' .... :'during the first 6 months of this year with over 40% o·f· 
: . ~ , 

. all enemy incidents and over 30% of all enemy forces 
', .. -' . 

"r: . 
-~:' '. , 

/< ';.'. 'opposed by. only 21% of the friendly forces,. we produced 
';' ... , 

'.; ·:,.~·i:'4:S%,of the total enemy killed. While, ot' course," US Army,'~,. 
A;:.,,'t~.~f.l,,-r. r';' :. ~~ , 

:::\',;·:;:::t:--,::;:and·Free World forces have contributed to operations in " .. 

'~})j$;~~~~~;'rcorps Area, the heaviest actions have involved, .. , 
\.<;:~,i ,"',\:'Mar:Lne forces in the DMZ Area. I believe the results show' 

, .. 

! .~,' " . <'><.~>,:t;~::;" :.,' .'.' . '. .. . 
.":')::';':"!'!.,~i':;iClearly' that the Marine operational and organizational,: ' .:, .... ~:!' . ; 

,:~ .;';.:. "~:-'l 

' . . :':i,,;:·\" :;.~oncepts are sound. 

,,/'Nori:h' Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary~· 

···· .. ::::;;>~:·;.(/:·.~as· ~pened a second front. This clearly amounts to open ", 

"1lJ;~i~:;::::np:::::::d:O:::. :::t::m :e:~ Vi::. t::e::: 1 t:tr~tegy " ...•• 

" ~, 

·,::::;'yji,;:;·{;as :expotinded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prine Minister, is: 

i,,~J1~~~~S~f{ •.. , .. " ... through .a program of aU-out attack~. to~:~: 
';,'c:'!-\,icause many US casualties, and so to erode the ,US ~i1l . ~~'''''i 

.j' • 

. ..... .,. 
';',r ~;" ," 'i. .: 

" 
" . 

;" . ," 

"I," , 
'", 

"The National Liberation Front wilL'entice the·' " 

, .. >:/~~[\ 
~. ,,'''' ), 

;;I:-f;3~;':i':(· ' ' 
.. :~/' .. £~ ,y,::Americans ~lose· to the North Veitnamese border and will, 
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bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the: 
'. ~.,"'.'." . 

',. ' "', 

'.~ ": pacification campaign will be destroyed." . '" 
,,',' 

.In essence, our enemy is counting on his patience, 

:our. lack of' it, plus an attrition of our forces, as' . ;' 
" 

to win.-. Further, he wants to divert.our 

,forces from the critical regions where the people and' , '. ,', 

resources are., 

',' .. " , ·He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away 

·:<(-'·-·,,.:.':from the critical, populated lowland areas, but he has 
',t :1,," "'':',h, 

" '~. ..t.: , •. 

". 

•... 

heavily. He has lost over 30 ,000 troops, in I. CTZ , ...• ,; , _ 
; . . ; "~~ .. ,:. ' ; 

;.::·{:';'juSt in the first six months of 1967. Thcit"is the price', ' 
,J. ._ . 

-
" grinding slowly ahead. The rate of progress .is slow and· 

··as "long as we must counter the threat of invasion in the 

it will continue to be slow. "'" 

: .... 
, '. '-
" " 

... .' t: 

-',<' 

- . ". ~ ~.,' . II ~. .. /.: . 
': ,I:, It is for those reasons that we need more forces in ;. '.,::. ,'. :.' 

.,.uc-·:..... f .• '.; ;',-

'::,', 'r: 
: SVN, ~li-:,d' I applaud the President's recent decision to' ," i' 

~:pro~~de some additional for£a step in the right': . . ., 

.: I am firmly convinced ~ve need~bther divisionJ,:. . " 

"" associated helicopter and fixed Win~!: support,..f] •. :·. , . 
. r . ;. : 

"'1. • 
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J:CCOmpliS~~r )objectives in the I CTr-A if ' 

'we are to accomplish) ~ objectives in a reason~b\e 

" period of time:t-

With respect to the air war, the Marines have been 

involved from the very beginning and are getting deeper 

'-'into it all the time. In addition to our continuing 

effort in Southern North Vietnam, our aircraft are being 

. used in th\ far )north. That 'ole have been able to make 

.' , 

( p;--iJ:[' j . ' 

., 

these needed contributions to the air campaign in the 

'North in addition to conducting operations in I Corps 

is testimony, I believe, to the soundness of Marine 

Corps concepts that its forces must be balanced in 

air/ground structure and equipment to meet readily any 

combatant task that U.S. commitments around the world 

.may require. 
', .. 
, ::',": 

. ";:: :-.. " As you wEll k'now, I have long been an advocate of a 
~,'7, '>y'! '.' ~ 

'., ,Y ,,:, \,stron~l\air campa~gn against NVN. I \vould emphasize, that, ," 

.in my view, we ~,_make it as difficult and costly as 

.,J, . __ 

we can for Hanoi to support the war. Of prime importance, 
":' .. 

:,~', ':', in 'accomplishing this task is reducing to the.min:imum 

:'" ... :,,·their importation of war supporting materia1.l ~s ' 

; r~quires the ~losure of Haiphong to deny the sea l~ 
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~ommunication while concurrently cutting the enemy 

iand supply lines to China. I have consistently recom~ 

mended mining the harbor of Haiphong since November of 

1964. Further, I am not a believer in sanctuary or buffer 

.. areas. The people using these areas are supporting an 

aggressor - who is our enemy. That support results in 

the loss of American lives. This does not seem to me 

to warrant extraordinary measure~ their safety 

while they accomplish this support. In short, my position 

has consistently been that we must do all we can to 

reduce infiltration of men and materiel, regardless of 

", .its source,~~ther from NVN) through Laos) through 

.. CQmbodia, or by ~ We should do everything possible 

indeed we have the responsibility -- to provide our 

• forces with the support they require. 

Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

aware of them as you should be. My duty is to answer 

your questions about them. But there are bright sides 

as well, and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts of 

NVN to invade the South in force, designed to reverse 
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the successes we have made in our vital pacification 

task, have not succeeded; and every invasion has met 

with dismal failure and overwhelming enemy losses. But 

they have slowed down the planned progress we had for 

pacification. To that extent, we must concede a measure 

of enemy success. Short of that) however, all they have 

, left 'to hold to is their hope that, because of the slow-

ness of our progress, and our casualties, and our 

. domestic dissent, we will become discouraged. I, for 

one, gentlemen, am not discouraged. It ~"ill take time, , 

and money, and determination; not just by the military, 

but by all Americans. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

He can, and V7e must,'p-erseve:ce. 

~
~~ 

. .', ~. 6l~f:::::!e't , . /' , 

~ k,.~~ 
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Statement by 
General Wallace M. GREENE, .USMC 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 

h>J.:'! Joy 

Before the Senate Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
On the Air War Against North Vietnam on 1400, Monday, 28Aug67 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee 

It is an honor and a distinct personal pleasure to 

meet with you again. I know you have questions and I 

hope to answer them. 

Since I have recently returned from a most rewarding 

trip to South Vietnam, perhaps I can set the stage for 

some of your questions. I found - as usual - A refresh= 

ing desire on the part of all hands to contribute to the 

war and, even more encouraging, a complete reversal of 

the pessimistic outlook - the doubts and fears - which 

plague us so here in Washington o 

The Marines are more deeply committed than ever in 

all facets of the waro Very nearly 1/3 of all the 

Marines on our rolls are committed to the Vietnam War. 

This proportion of commitment is higher than that of-

any other Service • 

. 1 would like to give you an idea of what return the 

nation is getting from this commitment. In I'Corps, 
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during the first 6 months of this year with over 40% of 

all enemy incidents and over 30% of all enemy forces 

opposed by only 21% of the friendly forces, we produced 

45/0 of the total enemy killed. While, of course, /US Army 

and Free World forces have contributed to operations in 

the I Corps Area, the heaviest actions have involved 

Marine forces in the DMZ Area. I believe the results show 

clearly that the Marine operational and organizational 

concepts are sound. 

The enemy, by directly committing large segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, 

has opened a second front. This clearly amounts to open 

aggression against South Vietnam, giving the lie to 

communist propaganda for all to see. His overall strategy, 

as expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prime Minister, is: 

" ... through a program of all-out attacks, to 

cause many US casualties, and so to erode the US will 

that the anti-war influences will gain decisive strength". 

Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van 

Mai, a high VC official said: 

"The National Liberation Front will entice the 

Americans close to the North Vietnamese border and will 
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bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will be destroyed." 

In essence, our enemy is counting on his patience, 

our lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as 

his formula to win. Further, he wants to divert our 

forces from the critical regions where the people and 

resources are. 

He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away 

from the critical, populated lowland areas, but he has 

paid heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I CTZ 

just in the first six months of 1967. That is the price 

he was willing to pay in an effort to slow down our 

pacification program 0 But despite his efforts, it is still 

grinding slowly ahead o The rate of progress is slow and 

as long as we must counter the threat of invasion in the 

DMZ area, it will continue to be slow. 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 

SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 

provide additional forces. 
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With respect to the air war, the Marines have been 

involved from the very beginning and are getting deeper 

into it all the time. In addition to our continuing 

effort in southern North Vietnam, our aircraft are being 

used in the far north. That we have been able to make 

these needed contributions to the air campaign in the 

North in addition to conducting operations in I Corps 

is testimony, I believe, to the soundness of Marine 

Corps concepts that its forces must be balanced in 

air/ground structure and equipment to meet readily any 

combatant task that·U.So commitments around the world 

may require. 

As you well know, I have long been an advocate of a 

strong air campaign against NVN. I would emphasize, that 

in my view, we must make it as difficult and costly as 

we can for Hanoi to support the war. Of prime importance 

in accomplishing this task is reducing to the minimum 

their importation of war supporting material. We must do 

all we can to reduce infiltration of men and supplies, 

regardless of its source. We should do everything 
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possible -- indeed we have the responsibility -- to 

provide our forces with the support they require. 

Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

aware of them as you should be. My duty is to answer 

your questions about them. But there 'are bright sides 

as well, and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts 

of NVN to invade the South in force, designed to reverse 

the successes we have made in our vital pacification 

task, have not succeeded; and every invasion has met with 

dismal failure and overwhelming enemy losses. But they 

have slowed down the planned progress we had for pacifi-

cation. To that extent, we must concede a measure of 

enemy success. Short of that, however, all they have 

left to hold to is their hope that, because of the slow-

ness of our progress, and our casualties, and our domestic 

dissent, we will become discouraged. I, for one, gentlemen, 

am not discouragedo It will take time, and money, and 

determination; not just by the military, but by all 

Americans. We can, and we must, persevere. 

Thank you, Mro Chairman. 
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FOR OPEN PiJ3LICATION 

S tat emen t by . DlllECTORATE FOR SECU~rrY REViEW (OASD·PAl 
General Wallace M. GREENE, USMC DEPARHV:ENT 0::, DEfENS~· 
Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Before the Senate' Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee 
On the Air War Against North Vietnam on 1400, Monday, 28Aug67 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commi~tee 

It is an honor and a distinct personal pleasure to 

meet with you again. I know you have questions and I 

hope to answer them. 

Since I have recently returned from a most rewarding 

trip to South Vietnam, perhaps I can set the stage for 

some of your questions. I found - as usual - a refresh~ 

ing desire on the part of all hands to contribute to the 

war and, even more encouraging, a complete reversal of 

the pessimistic outlook - the doubts and fears - which 

plague us so here in Washington. 

The Marines are more deeply ,committed than ever in 

all facets of the war. Very nearly 1/3 of all the 

Marines on our rolls are committed to the Vietnam War. ' 

This pro,portion of commitment is higher than that of-

any other Service. 

I would like to give you an idea of what return the 

nation is getting from this commitment. In I Corps, 
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during the first 6 months of this year with over 40% of 

all enemy incidents and over 30% of all enemy forces 

opposed by, only 21% of the friendly forces, we produced 

45% of the total enemy killed. While, of course, US Army 

and Free World forces have contributed to operations in 

the I Corps Area, the heaviest actions have involved 

Marine forces in the DMZ Area. I believe the results show 

clearly that the Marine operational and organizational 

concepts are sound. 

The enemy, by directly committing large segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, 

has opened a second front. This clearly amounts to open 

aggression against South Vietnam, giving the lie to 

communist propaganda for all to see. His overall strategy, 

as expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prime Minister, is: 

" ... through a program of all-out attacks, to 

cause many US casualties, and so to erode the US will 

that the anti-war influences will gain decisive strength". 

Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van 

Mai, a high VC official said: 

"The National Liberation Front will entice the 

Americans close to the North Vietnamese border and w.ill 
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bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification ~ampaign will be destroyed o " 

In essence, our enemy is counting on. his patience, 

our lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as 

his formula to win. Further, he wants to divert our 

forces from the critical regions where the people and 

resources are. 

He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away 

from the critical, populated lowland areas, but he has 

paid heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I CTZ 

just in the first six months of 1967. That is the price 

he was willing to pay in an effort to slow down our 

pacification programo But despite his efforts, it is still 

grinding· slowly ahead 0 The rate of progress is slow and 

as long as we must counter the threat of invasion in the 

DMZ area, it will continue to be slow. 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 

SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 

provide additional forces • 

. I 
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With respect to the air war, the Marines have been 

involved from the very beginning and are getting deeper 

into it all the time. In addition to our continuing 

effort in southern North Vietnam, our aircraft are being 

used in the far north. That we have been able to make 

these needed contributions to the air ~ampaign in the 

North in addition to conducting operations in I Corps 

is testimony, I believe, to the soundness of Marine 

Corps concepts that its forces must be balanced in 

air/ground structure and equipment to meet readily any 

combatant task that·U.So commitments around the world 

may require. 

As you well know, I have long been an advocate of a 

.f../i:-
strong air campaign against NVN. I would emphasize, that 

1\ . 

in my view, we ~ make it as difficult and costly as' 

we can for Hanoi to support the war. Of prime importance 

in accomplishing this task is requcing. to the minimum 

their importation of war supporting material. We must do 

all we can to reduce infiltration of men and supplies, 

regardless of its source. We should do everything 

.\ . 
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possible indeed we have the responsibility -- to 

provide our forces with the support they !equire. 

Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

aware of them as you should be. My duty is to answer 

your questions about them. But there 'are bright sides 

as well, and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts 

of NVN to invade the South in force, designed to reverse 

the successes we have made in our vital pacification 

task, have not succ'eeded; and every invasion has met with 

dismal failure and overwhelming enemy losses. But they 

have slowed down the planned progress we had for pacifi­

cation. To that·extent, we must concede a measure of 

enemy success. Short of that, however, all they have 

left to hold to is their hope that, because of the slow­

ness of our progress, and our casualties, and our domestic 

dissent, we will become discouraged. I, for one, gentlemen, 

am not discouraged o It will take time, and money, and 

determination; not just by the military, but by all 

Americans. We can, and we must, persevere. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairrnang 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

ATA12-dak 
261200 AUG67 

Subj: Revision of UNCLASSIFIED Stennis Committee 
Statement 

1. This morning BGen Wilson and Colonel Painter conferred 
by telephone with Mr. Kendall, Counsel for the Stennis 
Committee, on his objections to the UNCLASSIFIED version 
of CMC's statement. Mr. Kendall indicated: 

a. The UNCLASSIFIED statement did not accurately, 
reflect the SECRET version and he could not recommend its 
release. He hinted that if it weren't changed, he would 
recommend that the Chairman take up the differences on the 
Floor of the Senate. 

b. Specifically he objected to deletion of the 
following-SECRET version (Tab F): 

(1) Page 2. 

"Although the Marine Corps is stretched thin 
world-wide as a result, ••• " 

(2) Page 4. Reference to "Route Package 1", "A6 
and EA6 assets" and mentioned the phase referring to the 
MTDS, acknowledging that he didn't know if it was classified 
or not. 

(3) Page 5. 

"·.;'l;~~ •. and I remain convinced that such must be 
a necessary part of our strategy. Since Admiral Sharp 
and General Wheeler have covered that strategy and the 
relationship of the air campaign to it, I won~ go over 
it again." 

(4) Page 6. 

The last sentence beginning with "the amount 
of time ••• " and ending with " ••• sol;lndness of our strategy." 
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ATA12-dak 
261200 AUG67 

2. The above objections were discussed with the Chief 
of Staff who was informed that the deletions had been 
made here in this Headquarters and not by DOD and that 
DOD had, in fact, recommended the inclusion of the one 
at subparagraph (4) above in the UNCLASSIFIED statement. 
The Chief of Staff directed that DOD (Security Review) 
be contacted with reference to the mechanics of approval 
of a change and that CMC,'s approval be obtained for inclu­
sion of the material referred to in subparagraphs (1), (3) 
and (4). 

3. At 1100, this date, Mr. Roger Delaney, Deputy Director 
of the Directorate of Security Review, ASD (Public Affairs), 
in a telephone conversation with Colonel Painter, authorized 
changing the UNCLASSIFIED statement by including the phrases 
referred to in subparagraphs (1), (3) and (4). He further 
stated that this verbal authorization would not be changed 
and we could wait until Monday morning to get a formal 
clearance stamp on the revised statement. 

4. At 1200, CMC's approval of the changes was received 
and the statement was accordingly revised. 
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CLEARED 
FOR OPEN PUBLICATION 

S ta tement by DIRECTORATE FOR SECURITY REVIEW (OASD'I'J\) 
General Wallace M. GREENE, USMC DEPARTMENT OF DEFENS~ 

Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Before the Senate Preparedness Investigating Subcommittee 
of the Senate Armed Services Committee , 
On the Air War Against North Vietnam on 1400, Monday,' 28Aug67 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Committee 

It is an honor and a distinct personal pleasure to 

meet with you again. I know you have questions and I 

hope to answer them. 

Since I have recently returned from a most rewarding 

trip to South Vietnam, perhaps I can set the stage for 

some of your questions. I found - as usual - a refresh-

iag desire on the part of all hands to contribute to the 

war and, even more encouraging, a complete reversal of 

the pessimistic outlook - the doubts and fears - which 

plague us so here in Washington. 

The Marines are more deeply committed than ever in 

all facets of the war. Very nearly 1/3 of all the 

Marines on our rolls are committed to the Vietnam War. 

This proportion of commitment is higher than that of 

any other Service. 

Although the Marine Corps is stretched thin world-wide 

as a result, I would like to\give· you an idea of what return 

the nation is getting from this commitment. In I Corps, 
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during the first 6 months of· this year with over 40/0 of 

all enemy incidents and over 30% of all enemy forces 

opposed by only 21% of the friendly forces, we produced 

45% of the total enemy killed. While, of course, US Army 

and Free World forces have contributed to operations in 

the I Corps area, the heaviest actions have involved 

Marine forces in the DMZ Area. I believe the results show 

clearly that the Marine operational and organizational 

concepts are sound. 

The enemy, by directly committing large segments of 

North Vietnamese Regular Army from the DMZ sanctuary, . 

has opened a second front. This clearly amounts to open 

aggression against South Vietnam, giving the lie to 

communist propaganda for all to see. His overall strategy, 

as expounded by Pham Van Dong the NVN Prime Minister, is: 

" ... through a program of all-out attacks, to 

cause many US casualties, and so to erode the US will 

that the anti-war influences will gain decisive strength". 

Insofar as the DMZ area is concerned, Nguyen Van 

Mai, a high VC official said: 

"The National Liberation Front will entice the 

Americans close to the North Vietnamese border and will 
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• bleed them without mercy. In southern South Vietnam the 

pacification campaign will be destroyed." 

In essence, our enemy is counting on his patience, 

our lack of it, plus an attrition of our forces, as 

his formula to win. Further, he wants to divert our 

forces from the critical regions where the people and 

resources are. 

He has succeeded to a degree in drawing forces away 

from the critical, populated lowland areas, but he has 

paid heavily. He has lost over 30,000 troops in I CTZ 

just in the first six months of 1967. That is the price 

he was willing to pay in an effort to slow down our 

pacification program. But despite his efforts, it is still 

grinding slowly ahead. The rate of progress is slow and 

as long as we must counter the threat of invasion in the 

DMZ area, it will continue to be slow. 

It is for those reasons that we need more forces in 

SVN, and I applaud the President's recent decision to 

provide additional forces. 
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With respect to the air war, the Marines have been 

involved from the very beginning and are getting deeper 

into it all the time. In addition to our continuing 

effort in southern North Vietnam, our aircraft are being 

used in the far north. That we have been able to make 

these needed contributions to the air campaign in the 

North in addition to conducting operations in I Corps 

is testimony, I believe, to the soundness of Marine 

Corps concepts that its forces must be balanced in 

air/ground structure and equipment to meet readily any 

combatant task that U.S. commitments around the world 

may require. 

As you well know, I have long been an advocate of a 

stronger air campaign against NVN, and I remain convinced 

that such must be a necessary part of our strategy. Since 

Admiral Sharp and General Wheeler have covered that strategy 

and the relationship of the air campaign to it, I won't go 

over it again. I would emphasize, that in my view, we must 

make it as difficult and costly as we can for Hanoi to 

support the war. Of prime importance in accomplishing 

this task is reducing to the minimum their importation 

of war supporting material. We must do all we can 

to·reduce infiltration of men and supplies, 
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regardless of its source. We should do everything 

possible -- indeed we have the responsibility -- to 

provide our forces with the support they require. 

Of course we have our problems. You gentlemen are 

aware of them as you should be. My duty is to answer 

your ouestions about them. But there are bright sides 

as well, and they also merit your consideration. 

The war is progressing. The continuing attempts 

of NVN to invade the South in force, designed to reverse 

the successes we have made in our vital pacification 

task, have not succeeded; and every invasion has met with 

dismal failure and overwhelming enemy losses. But they 

have slowed down the planned progress we had for pacifi-

cation, To that extent, we must concede a measure of 

enemy success. Short of that, however, all they have 

left to hold to is their hope that, because of the slow-

ness of our progress, and our casualties, and our domestic 

dissent, we will become discouraged. I, for one, gentlemen, 

am not discouraged. It will take time, and money, and 

determination; not just by the military, but by all 

Americans. The amount of time the actual fighting will 

last is a function of the effectiveness of the air campaign, 
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the number of combat forces we have on the ground for both 

the pacification and major engagement tasks, the supporting 

naval effort, and the soundness of our strategy. We can, 

and we must, persevere. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

J , , 
,. 
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