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.~HINGTON CLOSE-UP 

Dispute Over Khe Sanh fingers On 
The battle of Khe Sanh was 

fought nearly four years ago 
in the rugged northwest cor­
ner of South Vietnam. But 
the details of one of the bit­
terest inter-service disputes 
of the Vietnam war still are 
shrouded in clouds of secrecy 
even more impenetrable than 
the clouds that hung over Khe 
Sanh during much of the bat­
tle. 

A new, official Marine Corps 
history of the Marine war m 
Vietnam has now lifted the 
veil just enough to reopen the 
controversy - without provid­
ing the Information an outsid­
er would need to judge the 
merits of the dispute. 

* 

By ORR KELLY 
re~ponsivc aerial firepower 
support. for our gr o u n d 
forces.'' 

Jn the case of Khe Sanh, 
Westmoreland himself was 
exercising personal control 
over at teast a µortion of the 
air operations. He ~lept in his 
headquarters next to the com­
bat operations center and per• 
sonally decided where the B52 
bombers would strike. 

* 

"Nineteen sixty-eight," it 
~ays, "brought a radical dis­
ruption to III Marine Amphibi­
ous Force's organization for 
combat when on 10 March, its 
fixed wing striu and recon­
naissance aircraft and associ­
ated air. control assets were 
assigned to the mission direc­
tion of 7th Air Force. By the 
time 7th Air Force control ac­
tually got underway o April) 
the Tet otfens.ive was over, the 
battle for Hue was fought and 
won, and the siege of Khe 
Sallb was broken." Certainly, Westmoreland had 

In ·otw 'words; according to some good precedent on his 
the Marin13S, . Westmoreland'& side In giving control of llhe 
order ca~d ''radical disrup- air assets to a single air com­
tion" in the midst ~f a battle, mander. hl 1947, Gen. Dwight 
but the Marines went on and D. Eisenhower, then fresh 
won it anyway, before the Air from leading allied troops to 
Force could get itself ·orga- victory in Europe, was asked 

At !,he height of the battle, m·--.a. by the Defense secretary 
which went on from late Ja:n- """ · h th · 1 

U-•A~un'ately, the one vol- w e er control over tactica 
uary 1968 to the first of April, uwfn ... M air power should be given to 
Gen. William C. Westmore- . ume.-o lll!e arine history in the fledgling Air Foree or to 
lal)d, commander of Ameri- which that ~ragraph appears the Anny. He came down 
can forces in Vietnam and is the only one of a 67-volume, solidly on tbe side of the Air 
now chief of s.taff of the Army, month-by-manth history of the Force and declared: 
took control of tactical air~ war that is . available to the 
craft operations in the Khe' . public. Tlie. ~t are classified. "Basically, the Arm 1. 
Sanh area away from the Similarly, almost everything doesn't belong in the air; it 
Marines and gave it to the in t.he Air Force files that belongs on I.he ground." 
Air Force. might shed light on what hap- The ~y has since gotten 

The Marines, always jea1oos pened during that critical peri- back into the air In a big way 
of their control -over aircraft od also is still classified, ac- v.:it11 23,500 ayiators and 11,500 
o~rating with llbeir. ground . cording to the Air Force his- ru~aft of its own, and the 
forces, were furious. But they. torlaa'• office at tihe PentafoJJ. · .~s have. never agreed 
went along with Westmore- • · ;_ · • · . · . , thJlt !!Om.«me else sho.uld be. 
land's p~, ~ ~wer plaJ-. .'· .· ,. . * .' ·. oontr~Jling the planes that ~ 
ed major .role ·m the ba~ · · . · . _droppmg bombs and finng. 

· (the Alr Force in fact ·tiaa In his,reJ»r\ cm tbe war lli rockets. and macblDe guns 
described it ¥ the ' ~ · Vietnam, iss~. after his de- near- their men on the sround. 
ground confllet. won by ,#,I' . parture .from Vietnam, West- The ground war may be 
power)· and- the ba~ moreland , devoted _a ~e- · nearly over for Amerjcans tn 
enemy forces withdreW ·~ paragrap\): to the shift, of-all' Vi~tnam, but the basic co~ 
oYt ha'fing overrun the ~ controLfrom the Marines to flkt over control of close air 
outnumbered Marine force. ~ the 411'. Force.. support is far from over. 

But the overview-and-ie ·••My .,obje<#ve," he said,· It would help thQ.s,e in the 
volume of the official bisterj- 0w~ 'to.: deYelop procedures · public and Congress who have 
cal series, "Operailons of tr,$. that '.would com.bine Into a a financial stake,...if nothing 
Marine Forces in Vietnam/' . single ~ the best fea- else-In the argument, if the 
published by the Fleet Ma:rin, tures ofboth the Air Foree and veil of secrecy were lifted 
Force; Pacific, makes a seri- Marine. taoticat air support• from what really happened at 
ous charge about the results systerer_i, and thereby provide · Khe Sanh between March 10 
of Westmoreland's order. · · more L':,tlble, effective, and and April 1, 1968. 
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~rs. Calhoun Sb~rts 
12021 Matt Street 
Bellevue. ~ashington ~8004 

Ueer Mrs. Shorts: 

• 

The Secretary of tbe &ivy has •5ked that I reply to your 
letter of 19 March l~ba Addressed to the Secretary of 
Defense coacet-atng the Marine combat bese ~t Kha Saab., 

Kha Sann, as yov know, fs & part of a syste• of patrol 
bases astride the infiltration routes fnto South V1etri••· 
This defens1ve IY$tee was organized at tbe direction of 
the operational coamand'er tn Vietnam 1n 1966 to tilwart 
• aajor enemy htvaston acros$ the Dem11it1rized Zoae. 
Since that tf••• Marine units 1n the DMZ 1r11 have 
defeattJd $even svth atte■pted 1nvasfons by large ,eel• 
forces. Addtt1onally~ our continued pr••••c• 4en1es tae 
enemy relatively easy access routes to ta• major popvla­
ti oA centers of tha nortnern prav1 nces- including poss 1 b le 
use of Route t. the onlj east-west route tn the northern 
portion of Sout• Vietnam. 

~ha Sanh ts the western anchor of our autJally ••pport1nt 
position, in ttte mu. A withdrawal from lt4• Sann w0ttld 
require• fall back to another pos1t1on equally susc~pt1ble 
to attack. or the wttndrawal of forces occ11pyin9.other 
pos1t1oas along the OKZ 1s well. A w1thdr&w•l of th1s type 
would result 1• larger scale confrontations wtth the enemy , 
1n the more populated areas and urban centers, plus· aub­
Jecttng our a111tary 1ogtst1cs installations and H•es 
~f co•~un1catiens to more frequent attack by major forces. 

Substantial Marine forces ~re deployed at.Kht Sanh and 
occupy an extensive complex of autually svpport1ng, forti­
fied positions. In addition to the ·art1lla,.y units at 
Khe s1nh, 17Smm gun, ar~ 1n positions fro• •h1ch to provide 
support. as requtred. Hun4reds of Marine. ~avy and A1r · 
Force planes, ranging fro11 attack aircraft to h11vy bombers, 
are available to ~o•bard the enemy positloas on an around• 

~- d ~he-clock basis. As 4 rtsult of thti collbat power, our 

~,-~) 
8.11) /_~ 

"Tr',? ~ 
{960 ·,it,.JL 
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forces have taflftted heavy casualties on tbt enemy. and 
recently 1t,appears he has effected at 111st & partial 
wtthdra:waL fqrthermore, sizable nu1tbers of acld1t1oa1l 
troop units. are ava.11ah1e iri I Corps Tactical Zone f,fr 
reinforcement should the s1tuat1on warrant. 

In add1tfon to our tactical aviation effort. botb fixed 
wfng transports and he11topters provided d11ly logistic 
and 11edf cal evacuation su1>port to our forces in the- Khe 
Sanh ara1. There has never been any shortage of combat 
equipment wbicb could preclude Marfnes at Khe Sanh from 
perfor•ti nu tbef r miss 1 o·n. A 1 though the amount of ammun1-
t1 on. food and supplies delivered each day 1s: classified 
1 nformatton. it ts interesting to note that du1"1 ng the 
montn of February, 90,613 pounds of mail were delivered 
to our forces at both the main position and the outpost$. 
Even more revealing 1s the 79>980 pound$ of mail delivered 
during the first seventeen days of March. When 1t 1s 
taken into consideration that food. equ1pment and auun1• 
tion receive higher transportation prfor1t1es tban mail, 
it is apparent· that the !iarf nes at Khe Sanb are receiving 
the necessary logistic support. 

The quality of sadical treatment received by our persenael 
at Khe Sanh is unprucedented in military history. The 
first aid facilities at ttte base are adequate to support 
a higher casualty rate for a longer period than 1s currently 
necessary. However, our medical evacuation policy at Khe 
Sanb • as well as throughout I Corps T1ct1 cal Zone, is based 
on immediate helicopter evacuation of the seriously wound~d 
to large •edtcal facilities 1n more $ecure areas. At no 
t1me have seriously wounded personnel been unduly exposed 
to enemy ffre or required to wait inordinately long periods 
of ti~e for evac~at1on. 

While Marine presence along the OMZ is a beavy and cnal­
lengfng c.om11.rtt111ent, it fs tois pre$ence whfch impedes more 
direct North Vietnamese 1nfas1on. 

I tru~t that this information will allay somewhat your con­
cern for our forces at Khe S1nh. 

Sincerely.· 

2 
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12021 L.4i1i1l St,, 
i:lOllevue, ':.;i,,sh,. j 

l~rch 1$, 1968 
98004 · 

··-~~ ..... c::1.ti::~t. ·{~3.i.j,;f,J;(i·t~~~­

:;:~c~eu.t~~:v .ot··?Dc:te~:S}~{< 
;. :'iJ.'.j'. ~i}i:Ct;~,$~~- - . ; . ·t ",:?··.a,: 
: ~.e-l:'l.(l.1agw,olln ~ · ~1»1> ·::C <> · · ": .{ 

• • 1 ":, ·, ,_' •~(' \i:: .'.:.~ • •~t~;,, I~\ k; 

i!4' ~- Olitt\01\Mt!\1 
.::: :;. : • .. , ~.,-. t:~ ... }':;~'.-, . -,,,·1,t~,.-: ·~ ·. . :· . 

1'"eC(ti)!;i:,,.wesko ·i/.~VG·".be,.c<,m-0 so ·:conC<i>!l"'ltMllti wi't.ll t,he situation of the . 
j 'Jj, '•' ):', ' ,f; • ,, ~, .,.. ,; ' . ' ~ _' ' ; / ' 

:.: .. '.'l>l~iue~. ~t l<h~ $au'.tha~,:.Jt ·t·ee-l:· :t>M.tJS!)i' tuke' adva_p:(,age o:t the .American right· 
t.o vo'i~e. oua 1·~ ~liiui~u ~~!~d;t~1..i' ·~you my 'feal'in~·~;" · ... 

. , .... !,. ". 
" ~ ...... : ~ . . 

itr~'f thl\L 1 .df':e:o-t loi,i/tv tfh&t militair.r.p::~il.a there m&y be tor pro ... 
1:,;'.;)g,i:)ia:if: e;.he:· j,".O~ ·o;;en -~~ir,,e;. oli·:,s.oJ:i wha.t vt..l,ue ;.t.J~e: l'.''preisenc.e now is to tha 

. r,;::_;;.:i-.,,.ti,.~y 1,l'iotrire ,bij.t/-l Q_tlf;_tA'ia,t the lt],egatli.:i\l'~ i;~Jll'\$/&SJi:o)a :A.meriouns get 
.. / pirosp~Qts, ~Q~ .. . -. wy:til'!i~ of ·thea~ yQ'lllag ~n .i.s· one,,;'of'. the several. _ 
:::.'..:.c·i;.o~•i,;'' tha.'!, ·,kl<'!,,'S s~1-:Aira.S't.)i'.o,gl'.;y ~hantie<t th~: supr,c•r:fri' .£or otlr. Conuna.:nd.~.ir i,?,, C,hf-et 0 

.. . , ; . •\::.~,., '·< :.- .. r::: .. ~~·~· .. ~ . .-.~. :;:\ .. · r ,. J , . • -.:> . ·1:,1~- . . ·:-. ... . -~·~,;:~·,, 

l~~:rmirp;;;:,1~6:lfj irlid;iQ; ',T:,v +1:overage CotHilt.l',t,n<,lt compur~ the situation io 
:0:1°,m··:;;,1;~:.:;;u 2Ihu';· :'?tl:i'i'i ,1 · ·~ -$h~erillig compa.irisol o ·· The m&l\l themselves mW3t, 

I ~e ~'t.-~)f'.IJ ci' ·i:•il',.~ T.<i>;' ·th1$Si(~'nd..'\ii<?• iheiir relatiV~G , .. n,d friend.is it must seem that 
. ',i,r.:ed t~,. h,.MJ :t~ft thel'l!l, t~"~,ie'cep:t· ihe i:!a.rne death ~::.d.· 'de'f eat -tha t th lit . Fir en ch 

. . ~vol!: •. ',:'.~;hai:i••~~~'.g~i~ira~;.,~·~14~· ~-, a.J.i int0nt;i;; •,a d. ;purposew 1 turn their back 
'._. ,;,;,.;-otr. -~,l;;Jlletiw>~P.;:~.~,J!,')·u1 ;;i;;.~_h,00Q,t«m the lonely o·ytposts of Hills 881w 861 1 etc. 
;=:.-- '.::~(~;,:.\\) ·'~h~y J~;~'.;A~t:tJf®)i" \;~ 'r,~~l't,i.0)j1 ll"0 ... _@up~li<a~. :,i" ®~~uu.te~, seemei tin in-

,.~·;.tl;:,l.:)io a1·t~tio~:o;. · ll·:'Mlle -~rn.c;ers··, in c~rge ku.r,ned )!.loth1ng from the French 
. l,,,;:~, t1r~y :li.t).i()uia~be' .li';J~ti)&'i(i!.C'9e\o "· . , . ,j.: ... 

' • ' ,: f :~.~~·,.><~~:~~_,,',,.,•> .~a.t•<•~<ti' ~~-~:·:·.. . , 
. '1'~:i.o; i;«~:tlli}_)@ID@~' ·~t, ~~:•,~il~:~iz;y ~~. ;t}!e ou~ifY i.e,. that we have "!ire 11<1weir 

!i.,lti.~ mobihty~ 1\-~i3 :t.),e,,.P¢,:JlJiO,~ ·,cA,:i(l,,J:Wt• But.~~~· f:. i;t,a don't sho" tbuo . The 
,f'-i2ie;t,a show that· in '.GPit.)> \'bf ·'11,lJ/q; fire powe;r 9 ·the,,; an of Khe, San ft1.ce a.n <rt•er­
inc1rat:l.$iJ1g nwrala0ll' .9)t;,. ;~t~·~f ~:ng, ·?n: No:rth Viteitna.aw1~.;:,., ., Planefs which p1rovid~ 

. ,,, .. , .. tliat 1tmo,'bilityt1.ce.ia"t·1·ey-~n:· te.1i4f: ~o nmi:rve the 1ro~•;:.uilled or t',~sup:ply th0 ba.s0 9 
· ···· ti';ey hl'l.we fo -clro,.,.~!ae s~p,p':l'h~l',. So---we 1Jta,ii't ::.:a. l!.ctio:ri dovm near Saigon g 

. , ~~o'i;,i'(l:.ll eve·1{y",mo-fi <ii1:'-tihlfh·1De• to 40 Ia.H)tm ·,'..y ·the erremy which conveniently 
1,W~.•.:,.:3 ,;,,·m .. y. Xf we _hu,ve:e.11 · t,hti,i, um,npon:rer, whv dc:1 't we show ·the world tha.t we 
,:.~,;::. 1 t, .;;,ri,o::¼:i,,Ht;_,0\1:i" ~'f:r.'l~i,-Gll"l§,:h~:i,nd Jnst;l.gu.ta:61.,Hi1, k:int of a.ct.ion that would 
,.' · <, )'c,G• ,:,L.;.:;!.\J :-,,,-1J;'hird'//;;.Ai9, v;,r.;(:·'t~ii::il··'.l{i{Stit \'ll) OFJ;d.eir ;n ,;u•.,, O'\l".ll tr():r1.:.hes and e:rupt like 
l l-!'(.j4.i:~~.;~ u.l.) 1. O_t.:,;. <'J . • ·-~ ... • • " •. ..,, ,. .. ,,. ,{ .' • ~-. . ·••:,•.• •. 

'"~. ~:-"' . " . 

Jt.;,1Q ki~~!Ll. ,.,:\'l·,,:: ,,:; .l.) .i · 1 :Lk~' Diaa.i ·•l;.li en I"h.'IJ bocn,irn,. it our cm.u:it r"'i/ is wi 11 i.t1Jt . 
' ' .• ,,;,~~, '!;.,,.,,~, . " g 

·,.,,,; 1;i:.0r,~lio0 \.,lh-11:Yt.:- ::'¥.1-.~:i.,H1,; ti.lJ :thst .il'll'l.):t1oh 1Jt1:.r;,·:ir.10L w .. a e11orificed 9 it w:ill 
,;<n::•:i,;, ·,:111'(\:;.~i '~':.i;:, ( ',(.:i -,;d ·U,..) ,biox->i i.''a~,, ).JOOJ,~tl.) ;,o OOl'!'Ht\U<1l • 1-t ,iid it to 
}\';t;.1cv .;,;;i;.(i ,UJ,~'.? :tw t,lii;:\i•t, 'tint)ti.1Ah · 1;,ill kus¥'W H, v:Ul' ,,!,; tho f,!tillllO ·1;,o ./UllOl!'lC~o 

. t, \J\) ,..i,;ii), raw.iv" }Gc.t~i:l ··~liu le,i'li)i:,j!f,)4ll is i:O.Ci'Ou:Uih u , , . 

: ... ': :;·..,, ',J:: i Kt)_:i•;;-, l.ltU," iii.)t)'"io\iii :ta Y:i.ot N~.t11 tru.li i a1;:,d b\At ,:,ec@os1;1.ry Qlllil l:rut, . 
. · .. , .·~ ·;:_,,- 1;;,;s.,,.,:1 · ,:~ ,,;,;:l,:~<:.q;;.;t'.c).~ . 10~:r;' t cl, cou;a.tt.r;•y., i iko ~ ~o;;-mw,, ...,,llu:tt o. wit.itu.Ic0'? 

·i.i<1 •.. .:.c1 ·_·;;~r;~i'.s;/ •;.,n:: ;;,•t~.::d;,:;iv't·.tt10•ill" fi\!fl O(i.\Jlil.1·,:-y "'..:mr ~ppo.r19x.-tly d.o tr:oy-.tt•uio·i', 
::,;.~ ;~,;;•.; 1c~9.,:,;j.,1.t:~ \ Wt,./ ;;,i,.rn~.kl:d.':"i:ro ·colCl.·~;i.l:ll.UJ!.l .t:iuc~ w-1,)hiJ.:11.;l.o dellltnict:i.o.n.t~ il$'0.v-0'1 J 

-: '. ~:... 
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2 9 FEB 19&8 
. Lv~rett Jorda• 

.,;., '.,\_;i'ldt& 

~:4;;,. 'I;-; ,.1 \;.v1:, -·. d. 2051G 

·tt~r is 1n rcplJ to Jour 1•qvtri of Ll f~wru•r, 
·1f of tb• iever•od ~-~•rt L. S•J~cur rellt1~~ 

. _,., at b&SI at. !(Pitt ~ ..... 

.(;,v '.>Mi.,, d:. /1J ... i..li0""1• ii a plrt •f • s.11i•·• of .tttrol 
;;.,11se~ ,btri,l.! tn.i 1nf11tratio• ro"t.•1 1nto '..out:. ·nut:1.allh. 
Hi1s iJ,,d'·Jn~1ve &.1st.•" ..-, org,ntzef.i 1n l:1llo to til.,~rt a 
,.'.ajor -t1Hh,f invuii()lil KN.II toe ->••111tar1z.:Jd lont:. !:iince 

•. 1, ~arirte w11tts 1A tile DIIJZ .,... haY!l dcth&t:tu 
• tt-::::'.'i:,it.ed 1nY111o•u ~, largt sc•le forc,,s. 

~--"" ct,aihua~J p.-••••c• d•n1ei tai.:t ,H1&1:\y 
relat1v~1J ia~J •c~•si routas t~ th~ ~•Jor populatio~ 
C"'-fl\twn of t1Ha No.rtheri:1 prowirtc•, htcl~d1nJ ~1osi.iLle us.e 
of f\out~ :J, tno oa1y «.aat-w••' route ht the nortt,,:trn 
·,.)rti<H\ of ::.oi.tra Vtet•••· 

: . t.)~ ti'4S tern anchor of eur •utva 11 y s .. vt1or t f n\i 
,._;.,.,;,,., .. , .. .: ,., f.i•.:; uiU. A .. ltlldf"awal fro• tn11 ~ .. nh ~ould 
rcquiro;:: a fall ..,,1ck te anotn•r position equally ~usceptH1e 
to att.&Ci. or thtt .,1t:aflra.i11 ef forces occupying ot11er 
pcuitioAs alor,'t; tile UMZ &i w•ll. A wi\Adraw•l of tnh 't.fl•& 
·.,,,dd ,..,?!>-ilt ia }1rg1r scale cor,frontations •1th tt'I• ,.nu,:, 

ur,, .~s>n1.11.tit!r.t ar~a• . .And 11roan t ■ ntt.>rs. ,,La 
:,\" ... n,t.•ry lu.,1st1t.a in&tallations nnd litut~ of 

"'; cttac,.; ;.,/ 0ajo,- forC'llli. 

, ,,,;:,. ·;;:r-1H. ;,r'c5'1fn..;-. i~ thJ ~:c.\l i:-.. A nt-:«vy .tfii.i 

~ .• .;1 l , . ", • i , , • ,: u H11-. 'i t 1#-l n t . 1 ·l t s co 11 s 1 -:le t"ll o a v..: r 1' "1+ c lfd ~ a r y 
,.i,:. it. .::ii1 :;,riits.:a,ce .,,;de, provijes ~ .. hh.tlu a~-.l'ill'Ut 
... ,,:..:;,_ ,. r, ..• \iiflt.n,u11t-s11t ·invas·,or. uua 1;;i t11out ,odc,1 vital 

. ·. , ::i. t1u;~ to t ,>! suutn cowl~ t1ot :;1roce,;1J. 
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, .;, ;; ~.;;r,·;..;t_;:,l :":.~l.\:'i&:1.;, f-1.t&-ce~ (l;'Sh ~i<Gployad .a~ .t(;v11 :. ;i.:.ft:. o'!.fa(.1 

"'·->:'.>,,:;.,::.; ;;;,,; -~2i.~im;;.S.v.J ~~lal'! of :a1u-w&l!y ©\llp~orting I] 

i:0zt:.i£i<:-J,,:;; :?~iiloeSio lt~ ~clditi(Ml to th0 O.E'~ill&.ry 
\~.;:2.it•·.:; c,\t, .~he 5.emh, l75iltl"J 9Ufl£I cnr!Es .i:n p;@£.lt.icns fl?:'om 

, c· ,::·,.•r/ Ofll:!! r,nrowi4ei ruup~rt" c!iHJ 1eincruill"ocL f.i~icintc: And . 
. J ... : .•· .. ·,·>~": :.,:ei.n\(;).:.JlD :l"~1;;!ng £~ j.tit. e.t.it~ck a..ireruft to 1 

. · :L , .. ·,;-:;:,:.y,;--.l,:;., rxr© i.ll'iYmi loo 1G to ~o~:.a.r!i t.r~4lY ig,.neu.y pot:. H:.l ~m~ 
, ,. \ ,,_,, •.,::s:r.J~1:...-eh.:;1-c~,;. iiJ<l::;i .. 1. W~~\,u:·,;;."ii.:)~~ r lli ·z;-i,.,, la 111.:1~::,~~e 

.. :r~: ;,:;...;,,.,::.·:::~•::·.--al ~l.'.,op unit.m GE:~, eiw~lll.~.t1.:i iti r Ct1ir,:-,G /,:1cti•.::lll 
;:'.,..;:;au f,:,;I r,..1:i:.,iorOO!i;cil/1i'l1 ~bo;.yld. ithe i:.:d.tu&'tic:t'> ,,.,arir~nL 

,.::t'..t.~1t. ·~i ... :.t. 'L·i~ info~~~:i.on r,r.-ovir:.¼:iei ·..v.ill ~uffb::~, t(, 
,7..:..•:,·.-.,.:::· t;:.(-1 •:;it1osti~fl pi!).$Gd i!.\Jy y.o~r @o,,ns;;;i tu~nt. 

R. G. I 

l:$rigad1er GEn,c· 

Aasist 1.nt C,.: .... 

{~ ~:.J LWt.,~ le .~\rD.Wo '~~e.b~~~ e O ii.@y'trou::­
f ,.-;:;~-~ .:. \'.m-,lt.Or .Jo~nn die©! a! Feb 
l:H.,~ vJit.,; 1t.12ileg.r8~ t.o se.~&i~r 
f<~';: 1:i.:A.r'i frtC'+J..!.f F{~f\P,. &.e,'fi'~Y. 

.. ::..G:L,t.,2f..: 2C f?e~ UHi®. 
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c:RA:---.iK BLAIR: Amerkcm war s for the 
! fi1·st. ,ime attacked the Hanoi ra,#o ation, but 
when the planes withdrew, the~ o'n was still 
on the air. -

The enemy has iust approved 1new µapanese 
film of this key communications center. 

.JOHN RICH {FILM CLIP): From time to time, 
NVN permits a leftist Japanese news organiza­
tion to photograph film of its military establish­
,~,,2nL. This film, released in Tokyo, shows 
what's de~<,:;ibed c,s a newly organized communi­
ca1 ions CE-nt01· in the vicinity of Hanoi. 

The unit operates underground ond numbers 
many women on its staff. It's called the Fifth 
Communications Unit of the Peoples Army. Some 
of the women have become very proficient; 
others carry on their study and practice while 
they work. 

Ping pong seems to be the main daytime amuse 

I 
aient, and evenings, according to the captions, 
they hold songfests and put on skits and plays. 

NEW ROCKET USED·;L\GAINST US IN VN 

BLAIR: In Salgon, Ameriecm 10Urces said a 
pow,.:·rfuL new rocket, designed and manufactur­
ed by the communist Chinese, is now being used 
against American fighting men. 

With fighting on the ouhkirts growing more 
and more bloody, and the enemy had launc;hing 
sites set up openly in the market places of vll-

i loges hard by the big Ta.nsonnhut airbase on the 
city's outskirts. 

WILSON HALL (FILM CLIP)1 The problem 
with Tansonnhut is that it is always and will co 
t,nue to be vulnerable to enemy rocket attacks. 
There ore villages al I around Tansonnhut. Some 

' ..:ire backed right up to the perimeter. Rocket 
sites have been discovered in some of these vil­
lages. 

Enemy 122mm ·rockets, the types that are hit­
t inn Tonsonnhut, have a range, of about seven 
mils,. Timi"• could never b. enough ground 
tronr:.:< to continually :-.w"""P "Sev.,n mtltH In all 

I ..... -Jl~,~-.._. i.01~~. l~·c,rn Tun~onnhut. 
· VNtua civ II ions who I ive ln the ared do not 

report enemy mov-,menh or enemy rockets, 
oither because they're afraid or are VC s.ympa­
thiz.ers, orb.cause they just don't care. So" 
the rockets come In. 

MCNAMARA FAILS TO CONVINCE FULBRIG 

in starting the bombing of NVN ~ 1,a years 
ago beepuse of a Gulf of Tonkin incident. 

REeORTER (FILM CLIP): Senator, Sec MC­
NAMARA testified that there's unimpeachable 
evidence that there was a second attack on two 
destroyers. Do you accept his version? 

FULBRIGHT: No, I do not believe they're 
unimpeachable. I think they're very question­
able, if not inaccurate. 

What we were interested in, and i;till are, of 
course, is what's significant. It's what was the 
situation at the time of the decision to mount 
very substantial attacks on NVN, that is, 50ffle 
64 sorties, which, as I wou Id call it, a vety 
drastic reaction, especially in view of the fact 
that no damage whatever was done to any of our 
ships or personnel. 

BLAIR: The Def Dept, last night, issued a 
statement saying that any suggestion that MC­
NAMARA had suppressed information on tHe To 
kin incident was, quote "Totally without foun­
dation." 

GEN CUSHMAN ASSESSES HUE FIGHTING 
2-!2-68 

7:05 AM: CBS Moming News,. CBS 1V 

DOUGLAS EDNARDS: At a news conference 
Gen Robert CUSHMAN was asked for an assess­
ment of that fight. 

Q: Has, ln fact, the general 1 s offensive op­
erotlom in the Citadel been restricted recently 
clue to high American casualties? 

Ai I think the troops have gotten ti.-.cil and 
the ca9Ualties are bound to have an effect; the 
steam goes up. And that's why I'm trying to get: 
in my case, fresh US Marines in, and in the 
ARVN case, they've got some people on the 
move too. 

Q: Have offensive operation• virtually come 
to a stand1till for the time being? 

A1 No, we krlled 21 yest11rday. 
Q: Would you say that possibly the latest 

situation could be cleaned up in another month? 
A: Well, I don 1t like to say. If the clouds 

went away for one day, you'd see a big differ­
ence.. It's really impossible to say. 

MARIJUANA AT THE NAVAL ACADEMY 

JOHN HART (FILM CLIP): The Naval Acao­
hmy wa~ forced to make an unusual announc-

BLAIR: Set'\ J. W. FULBRIGHT said that two ment when a tipster called The Washington Po,t 
; d-:ay~ of to~t imony by Def Sec MCNAMARA had to naport Midshipmen were observed In a dorml­

.J fc.1iled to . ...:.c .. <> .... n.;...v.,.;i .. n;;.:c;.;ec..·..:.l'!_i...;_m_t_f_,a=.t...;t_hc..E!.· __ l_J_S_w_a_s_.•_u_,_t_if_i_e_d_,,_t....;o_ry...,__b-'~ming incense£_ la in on a oui a board 
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l'n)sJ<h!at Jol,ni~on h~o. 1:1s"l::e1! th~t 1 :rc-p1y to, yoni· rnc,::-nt t,d.<•,.•x:w. 
c,,u:-.,~~'r,:J.n:, tho u. 3. }i,;u:-ine Corp11 units illOil!,"; th~ !kitdl:ltAriir,11 7,cmfl 
J, l ;:\ :,. i:.1d· .• 

J.:, VJ.1.,::n,:,:',, ar1 in any vti.r • tho t.:1ctlct~l situnt.ion :l.!J f'.Vt~r· c-.1:;)r:i.:i 11:c. 
1 ' .,., ,,·,····1•-- t'•"• ~---,·', .. ,,. -,c•·i·•, 1't,, ·•r•t'1 ~nf''lt''.;..~t 4 "l' "tte•--t·•· -.-~ t'· 11 ''rw•''l 1,l,'1,,,.'l'..1,.,.~ ·-~) 1,;,,. .......... ~H•-'(\(. _.,. ""'•·"' ..... .I , ... l \ ........... ,&. .•• (;I "'·'-' ~ ('i. . ~••'1.i.' .• ,;1 I,..;\ ·••' ;1 '" C! 

V ;_.:'. t:t1:11:,,,, ;,:_, ; ,r,·10 ia:t.r:i:d fie ;.1i:-, tly· :f nt~,~ew•:ied rinnr 1.:h(~ Dr•.,,:-i l:i. ,::u· '. ::,;·,: ~'.rn:,,. 

-:_·, ..... c:cu;.~:-.er t.:~1-~'..~(: <'."!h'!!".-~-1ti c,r:s, tht~ ~-rr-rrirACD \J'2rn ii.!-1.s .. .t;,~-,1l.:.!d l.bt? v;~r.~ ... .i rn::,nr .. 
t::·,1t ·t'··J t~t;{ort ci c!.:,t,;,l: 11 shing dt\!;t~,l\fF.i.,t•--! i~O~Ltionr; t~0 1.1tl\ nf th(~. :/.'"? .• 
•.1.·i,.;;:i .r: <·: :: :-"-,~ .. ~ hav•:) r;f!:.,~crte'~;l;,"' r;;:J;u_1r;ed t-!H.~ r-:,)rtl"' V;tQtna~.,_o~i(~ ~ t:·,;;•1·ci;;_,.. 
p1·,:v-:,nt.:.,,•~ t;1,., nc;:1:.'i·1r:,·.r'i1. r,tov:!.nc.~:~: ~:f So•Jti·, Vi~tn.•,r,1 fH·,:,1 l·.r,J.n:·. ~;,,•:;,er,.:: 
l:\ \ ,::L,~:.~ ::-.>,.,•:,e \';\flt. r·o-nth~, the }inriw~~ i:tt the. f;; !.Z h;;vo l' :.:c•;,J,y,'.:1 t: 1 , ') 

J'Ji:or:t <',· 1::1k,t, ln;-,:l.stj:t'! :md. fi:t.•J a~1y;;-iurC in ti1e h,iHtn.t'y .-,;: ,:,,11;,,n1 Hnr-

F :i ,, ~-;.:,nLt:o:,'\d t:br.it nnr,tb<~r m~t.1o:r.· €:tJfl1j_,Cilf:nt: :i.~! p;,-, 1·,·,'1,J ,:, :it th,· 
:, ,1··:1h' !'(,:,i.t:f.onc. n..'11\.r i<.be :-h,r1!l, :;t.;1'V4:l'rtllf;letfo, l. c:;111 ~'.'.'.:;tnl'.\ y01i t>,:,t 
o•.n: f i,.:.i .i ,'.o.,·,:,,.:ir1rl<::r'.) :tn thuL arc,"\ finve r.~p,:.:r.:t,::-c1 tJrnt thr~:,- :,,,,.,,. ::u;' f '· · 
:<•.-::['. tl:"no_i.c: t() ct)r:tll::(1. tL-~,-1ccon;1l.lHh:Mmt of thc,!.r -.·tt;:11. ,:1r,":;'i,;·~,: ,tl.t. 

'{r,::•,,) lev,!l., 1·cquJ:1:e1r,,.,at;::, ~ro c'on:·:t:int:ly 't"f:~laRC~wed by ovt· 1:d JL!:!ll':/ 
J, •.d-:•x;i ·,, ;10 h;:1'/(?. thn r~::tpon:d.bil ity of 11::n~uring tlin t no 1.m:i,t i 1:i vl nc::< 
ir: ;,my f;:1.i:1nti.0r: unn~ss there. aria ~mfficiertt• tr.en ,and !SU;"•pli.,~~ to c:or;~­
]'l<-,t,! t::8 ·:;:r;i:-:ccJ uu1sion £uoce,;'Jfully. It 1.s out' f'lriil bcUHf: t:int 
;-;:;~ :::.::'lh f:l;'J()Uld be; .t'litd can be. ,,U1C(!CS&tully. <le fended. 

J,t;\":rc is no eqt1iV'.o.cn.t:lon · in c-'u1· detcmi~.ation to su¢'!)c-rt our 
vnli:rnt :,::n:inos. r:t.'.e,.dd~nt .• Tohngon otnl:'.ld it. pest when he s:,dcl, 
11 

•••• 'fo wili ~tr:!.V,·' to litnit the eod:ltct.•-ior w~ "1foh 11dthcr 1n·· 
Ct'Cdt\f!d l; e,r, t ~·uc t I Oil nor i;icr,~.JcH?r.l ·d1m,1;"1r. : )hit w&. w111 f,',i V,", our 
fJ~:.!tt t1;~: i:~_c·.:1 vh.'"tt. tb~y- 1nnr~t liriva, e\f(Jry gun,~ c:~r.y dolln.r and (~V(~l)' 

~1,,,:,ln t, . .111---t,:h,Hl"V,n: th(\, c,·:p-:t Atvl \:lv,tciv(',t' t;lic ah:1.l.l.<•11,.,1;;." 

jt. ,r,i nur r:111·,1~,~J:'(' px-AY•1t' tli:it tho t:J.1,1ew:1.11'r1(.,(\ll'Cr:,r1;(1i IJ)1n,·, It' 
,, ! l l 1t11 ·1 i'1'1.','1l' be n1:H11:1~r,i,,u·y to :.imi<l c'Ut' flnm-tt" yo1m::~ r.icm tn fi,t(d.;\'.11 
,,:.1.,\:,'!: t:<, rr,··,t.,.1,\t.. ~,1,\· pr,~c.l.,)l1~. h•~·r.it1l~l~ ;)f, £,em!r:w,. 

>~f:·~01 .Yt\;\"l )) • ?.\.tt\~~1ll 
6,'. /:l j.'lJtl',,'(l{.lU:,t Di-.:i.VfcJ 

1',1,i:;,;a:ol '1, }'lcrid" :,;2~0::r'· 

\, 

R. S. D'rivnr . 
l)r.1-Lmty Un<lur. Sticr,•t,Hy 
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HEA~UARTERS, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

Subj: Subsistence Matters Pertaining to Vietnam 

1. For general background information, the following types_of fi~ld rations 
and other essential items are provided Marines deployed in combat areas: 

a. Meal, Combat, Individual (MCI's) 

The Meal, Combat, Individual, which replaced the Ration, Combat, 
Individual ("C" Ration) and the "K" Ration used so extensively in World 
War II, was designed to supply individually-packaged nutritional meals. 
It is issued, as the tactical situation dictates, either in individual units 
as a meal or in multiples of three as a complete daily ration. Its charac­
teristics emphasize utility~ flexibility of use, and more variety of food 
components than were included in the "C" and "K" Rations. Twelve different 
menus are provided~ two of which are attached. Each menu consists ·of canned 
meat, canned fruit, bread or·dessert item,·and an accessory packet contain­
ing cigarettes, matches, gum, toilet paper, coffee, cream, sugar, and salt. 
Each meal furnishes approximately 1200 calories. Although the meat item can 
be eaten cold, it is more palatable ·when heated. Trioxane fuel bars are 
issued with these meals in sufficient quantities to heat the meat item and 
to make coffee or cocoa. 

b. Operational Ration "B" 

The Standard "B" Ration is--used for mass feeding in areas where 
kitchen facilities, with the exception of refrigeration, are available. 
This ration consists of approximately 103 nonperishable items, mainly canned 
and dohydrat-0d, and is served in bulk. Hot meals furnishing approximately 
4000 calories per man per day·are prepared, using a 15-day cycle of menus. 
Calorie content may be.varied to meet requirements of varying climatic con­
ditions or degree of physical activity of the troops. This ration is sup­
plemented with fresh or frozen :f'9ods whenever feasible. (Two sample menus 
attached). 

o. Operational Ration "A" 

The "A" Ration is used when refrigeration facilities are avail­
able. ·rt consists of perishable items, such as fresh·meats, fruits, vege­
tables, and nonperishable items such as canned fruits, vegetables, and 
juices. The meals served in this ration to Marines in Vietnam are similar 
to those served to Marines in the United States except that they do not 
have the versatility and selection because of food preparation equipment 
limitations. 
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d. Packet, Subsistence 2 Long Range Patrol 

The Packet, Subsistence, Long Re.nge Patrol, is used by Marines on 
patrol and reconnaissance duty. It is designed to be eaten for periods of 
one to ten days under tactical situations which require men to eat as in­
dividuals but which allow them time to prepare and heat hot food items. 
The packet is packaged in a scrim cloth bag, and weighs approximately ten 
ounces. Eight different menus are·provided; each contains a dehydrated 
meat item, ~;uch as chili con came~ chicken stew, etc., plus a box of 
sweets, instant beverage, cream, and sugar. The dehydrated components are 
easily prepared with water. Each packet (menu) contains approximately 1000 
calories. 

The major difference in the Food Packet and the Meal, Combat, In­
dividual· (MCI) is in caloric content and·weight. The Packet is lower in 
calories, weighs approximately 10 ounces, and can be easily carried in com­
~at packs or on person. Its use is restricted to periods not to exceed 10 
days. The MCI1':s are complete meals (each meal furnishes 1200 calorie□) a.."ld 
can be eaten for i~definite periods of time. Each meal weighs approximately 
1.63 pounds. 

e. Ration Supplement, Sundries Pack 

Under varying combat conditions, it is difficult to establish ex­
change facilities for advance units~ Recognizing this, when warranted by 
the situation, Marines are provided, in addition to the regular operational· 
rations, a Ration Supplement, Sundries Pack. This pack consists of tobacco, 
shaving cream, cigarettes, matches, candy bars, gum, life savers, razor 
blad~s, tooth brushes and tooth paste, writing paper, pens, and envelopes. 
In general, all the hoalth and comfort items that the exchange would normally 
provide Marines are included and furnished without charge to Marines in for­
ward areas. Each sundries pack contains health and comfort items in suffi­
cie~t quantities for 100 Eo~ for one day. 

f. Weter 

Water is always a serious problem during combat. Water purifica­
tio~ equipment is used to purify all water used for drinking and cooking 
purposes in stable areas. Water purification tablets are issued to Marines 
on patrol missions to 0n$ur0 that the water they may have to obtain from 
land sources (rivers, streams, etc) is safe and pure. To make this water 
more palatable 1 individual packets of an artificially sweetened beverage 
powder (Kool-Ade type) are provided. 

2 
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g. Dairy Products 

Fresh butter and varieties of fresh oheese are B'l1PP1ied to the :najor­
ity of Marines in Vietnam. · Sinoe there is no in-oountry souroe of supply of 
dairy fresh milk in Viotnamt aotion was taken to construct two milk plants i:i 
Vietnam for the production of filled milk (a liquid whole milk made from no::ifat 
dry milk solids and vegetable fat) ice cream and cottage cheese~ These ple.nto 
are in operation, a.~d Marines are presently being supplied aver a pint of liquid 
whole milk per day. In addition, a number of servings of ioe cream are oupplied 
every Marine each week. 

2~- During combat operations, the character of the particular tactical si~atio:i 
will, indicate the typo of fo6d that will be provided the participating Mar"-~eoo 
The Meal, Combat, Individual, is·the subsistence item designed to feed Mari..~es 
under usual conditions of combat, and extended consumption may be necessary do­
pending on actual oo::iditions oncountered. 

3. With specific reference to Marine Corps operations in South Via.a.wiam, a.~a.ly­
sis of subsiste~ce reports received indicates that 75 percent of the meals 
se~ved the~e are Operatio~a.1 Rations A·or B. further these repbrts reflect 
that fresh boef is generally available, canned fruits and fruit juices aro 
being issued as components of the A and B Rations, and moderate amounts of ico 
are available for use in making iced tea and fruit-ades with artificially 
sweetened beverage powders. Fresh fruits and vegetables are not as plentiful 
as dosired, but conet:.derablo effort is being concentrated toward increasing t:ho 
availability of these dosirable i~ems. Refrigeration facilities are li~itod, 
bu·~ are adoquate to meet t:1.e day-to-day operations of the indh"idual n:eases. 
Ao a mat~or of infor:nation, the food served in Vietnam is reported to be the 
cooi that has ever bee~ so::--vod to Marines during combat operations. 
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BREAKFAST 

GrapefFuit a..d Orange Juice 
Hot Oatmeal 
Scrambled Eggs 
Baco:n 
Bread 
Margarine 
Jelly 
Coffee 

BREAKFAST 

Tomato Juice 
Hot Oatmeal 
French Toast W/Hot Maple Syrap 
Bacon 
Margarine 
Jally 
Coffee 

"B" RA'l'ION MENU 
FIRST DAY 

DINNER 

Boef and Grai.i:y 
Mashed Potatoos 
Stewed Tomatoes 
Dill Pickles 
Hot Biscuits 
Margarine 
Pineapple Slices 
Coc.oa 
Coffee 

"B" RATION MENU 
NINTH DAY 

DINNER 

Candied Luncheon Meat 
w/sweet Potatoes 
Buttered Lima Beans 
Dill Pickles 
Broad 
Margarir..e 
Apple Crisp 
Coffee 

SUPPER 

Pea Soup w/craGkerG 
Grilled Hamburgors W/F:ded 
O'Brien Potatoss 
Buttered Whole Grain Cor~ 
Bread 
Margarine 
Jam 
Brownies 
Coffee 

SUPPER 

Chiokon Pot Pie 
Cranben'.'Y Sauce 
Mashed Potatoos 
Sa:uteed Corn 
Poar a;.1d Cheas a Salad 
Bread 
Margarine 
Devil's Food Cake W/Chccolate 
Cream Icing 
Coffee 
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Menu No. l 

Beefsteak 
Pears 
B-1 Unit 

Accessory Pack 

Plastic Spoon 
Can Opener 

Menu No. 1.D 

Chicken, boned 
Fruit cocktail 
B-3 Unit 

Accessory Pack 

Plastic Spoon 
, Can Clpener 
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MEAL, COMBAT, INDIVIDUAL 

Candy, coconut disk (1) 
Chocolate fudge disk (1) 
Enriched sweet chocolate disk (2) 
Vanilla cream disk (1) 
Crackers (5) 
Peanut b•tter (1) 

Coffee, dry cream, $ugar, salt, gum 
cigarettes, matches, toilet paper 

Bread 
Cocoa beverage powder 
Cookie, sandwiches (3) 
Jam (preserves) 

Coffee, dry cream, sugar, salt, gum 
cigarettes, matches, toilet paper 
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CONTENTS OF RATION SUPPLEMENT, SUNDRIES PACK 

PRODUCT 

Tobacco Pack (Cigarettes, Assorted Brands) 
Cigars 
Tobacco (Chewing, Plug) 
Tobacco (Pipe, Smoking) 

Matches (Safety, Book, Humidity-Resistant) 
Flints (Lighter) 

Cleaners (Pipe) 

Toilet Articles(Cream,_ Shaving, Pressurized Can) 

Razor (Safety, Double-Edge Blade) 

Blade (Razor, Safety, Double=Edge) 

Toothpaste 

Tooth-powder 

Tooth Brush with Container 

Soap (Toilet, Soft, Hard, or Sea-Water) 

Confection and Stationery Pack(Chocolate, Sweet :Rar 
or Chocolate Sweet Bar with Almonds or Nuts­
Summer Type) 

Starch (Jelly Bar) or Starch (Jelly, Bar with Fruit) 

Fudge Bar (Uncoated)'or Coconut Bar(Chocolate­
Coated) or Caramel Nougat Bar (Chocolate-Coated) 
or Fudge or Caramel Bar (Chocolate-Coated) 

Candy (Hard, Fruit Tablets) 

Gum (Chewing, Assorted Flavors, Candy-Coated) 

Stationery (Ready, Airmail) 

Pens (Ballpoint) 
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UNIT OF ISSUE 

100 packages(l0 cartons) 
2 packages ( 4- 5 in each) 

2 :packages (1 1/2-2 1/4 oz.) 

6 packages (1 1/4-1 3/4 oz.) 
100 books (2 cartons) 

2 packs ( 4- 5each) 

1 package (24-36 each) 

2 cans (5 1/2-6 1/2 oz.) 

1 package 

10 packets (4 blades) 

3 tubes (1. 3-1 3/4 oz.) 

2 cans (1 1/2-2 1/2 oz.) 

2 

30 bars (2-2 1/2 oz.) 

168 (7 cartons) 

24 (1 carton) 

96 ( 4 cartons) 

20 packages (1 carton) 

100 packets (1 carton) 

45 envelopes, 45 sheets 
(3 packages) 

3 each 



"!JE'!·JS1:JF,&'.:* 9 )0 Sop '1968 -(27). 
c:1 c;::,;;~ 1, rr:1»1~ @l-':i ll@ITTt ~ ra3o ITTI rra ... . 

Lato f@st month, U.S. military spol{esmen 
c/i.:W,.,11i, VOY;)EJ/ed to the press that there 
hnd h-::,n !'1f!a2 they called "a fi&hf am,;ng 
lr.'11r:2::r:" o? th'.l Army stockade at Lone 
f',c;'.1, .J.[l miles north of 5;,ieon. At th" fime, 
f:>l i'lc.!f'nnZ ,:e1omod oc,slly onouah undor• 
,.,.,,,,,/. llmd1cctlonc1:o/y known as "tho 
! r .. ,;., (fr,r ·~, .nr-1[-1 Hinh Jail, 0 Army o19jccrs 
r:.,·d1Hl•1 r•'tf>l;i/11), tho ,-;toclrado w,n bu/If 
r.··~ , i, ,:,.1:,nn".c'd:1t~J n mo;rlmum o~ 400 nrl!J~ 
,:,,,.rr.,.•0110, Iii,~ morith It was bulr;lnn wi!h 
,.~,,n :,'00 <ll'i; who have been convicted 
,,r mmry~Mn~ from AWOL to murder. But 
f:-11QrCt'=>t'Vding, l:!S i'C turned out. had little to 
:''cl, E'2 1:,:,s? c/lr~ci:ly, with the trouble c1t 
,.nncr Bin:1. fn,a'iend, cabled Newsweeft's 
:10I>~rl Sro'.ms last waek, it has gradually 
O'Ticrecd th.it tho worsi prison riot In the 
rnr:r':'rn hbtory or tho U.S. Army had pro­
':"'~1i1f:iy Fr•r~inl o~ori:onr.r;. Stoltos's rcpori: 

',,':,·, /',n11. 5~B rloi ,,1· Lriiw BJ11l1 lmr,1t1t 
It''/;;~, i\ n~,••-11•; h~~t,vt'"il n ,...f,,IJv,•ly :,n~11l1 
~•H· .•.• ~ ,,-,, ,,!· ~,•,-i}·.·; 4uJd wl1lf~1•; h1 ilio 
••-·· Lu·,·•·!''f u1ity !A't':100 of tli,-, prJ..on. 
! 1'1•]'/~·•1~ ff 1•_:•ii -'IPI •~~M• wil i1 >1i1~ht~•ti<•lH1 Jn.1·• 
••H' 1 •j11.l"1.y .-1 1 ,nJ("tl( J11 to r:C'p!'i-atn flu, l'Orn• 
;.·,~•inii;~ r,nly ~n h~1 overpowctf!d and 
r:,.-::,pcrl or thcfr koys. Moments later, 
61(, ,rouhlemakc~s, emholdcne<:l by this 
:tnu;a! success, unlocked the gates of the 
ne<iium-security area and streamed into 
the stockade's central court-yard. Tliere, 
:iecl. by a ~roup of blacks, they first dis• 
:0oscd of tbe 25 guards on duty, leaving 
:roany of them hcntcn and bloody on the 
f:<rnwc1. ·r;,,,,-, 1.],,, hladc rchoh prorP.c(l­
,:~~. ~11 u:ulo,(•1-.. fh·: r11rt:~hH11n1 .. f;~icut'ity c•t•lt" 
~,Jor•ti; 11),'(~. f,, ;,,·1 ,h:n lo o nutnhc~i· ol: 

~_,~di, ;ij.~F·:, n1vt~10:i "' v✓hi(•h On<-•luclin~ 
~?~•') H~.t!i ► Jni!~i;;-aqnu h11ildh11J) ,rnpklly 
·~.Jt11--r.:~d to th_~ grouucl. 

A'>m.:t tm hour after the riot started, a 
W'C'.VC of MJ? rdnforccments arrived at 
tI,-,, stoc!rndc. Thus bolstered, the watch­
icwer guards trained their machine guns 
on tr-e p~isoners and ordered them to 
"r.ease and desist." Many obeyed. But 
t:O!P0 2.50 :'lard-<.'Orc insurgents, the ma­
jo\"ily of th<em black, ,ldiantly held thr,ir 
;;ln·j•nr~, r/,onl i11r.; olir;ccniHcs nt tho 
,,., •. ,-,1•;, /pi,l wJ.,.,, a pl,,.J,111,i i•f Ml''fl ,,,1,. 
·~-1.1~it·~·:-~ ,,;1h :i:ii•1l IHtyonf~l:J, lol,biuJ~ 
;-,.,,\. t~~-'~ (';,,1:•;t.·i'!i u•l thny carnc, tho 
r·:-•~:,·y ~,Ji 1r•1:~.; }t)UJ~ht l>uck with ~;tick:-;, 
::<1e!.·, u,1tl mo:al rods. In the melco, 
~avcntsen MP's, inciuaing the stockade 
CO'.:-?JTI[".nder, ,v(>re ,vounded. So \Vere 70 
cf {!o.e blac!< rebels. And one white in­
::nate lay dead, reportedly clubbed to 
o;::cafo by bke't prisoners, 

[~:2r;~!V'lG: "v'Vhen ordel" was restored, 
fhe M!''s sorted the prisoners into "co­
n:-:-,~;·aiives,.• an.::t "'uncoopcr.aHvcs.'' Tho 
1/._~~n l.'Tiennp!;:rnHvn!J, all hlack save for 
•:" 1~",.•~1 P1 1-r.~~r, P' i,.·nnrJ~ W(n-,, loclH:d inio an 
{ , •. ~.·-•,•:f:i j"}ltrf or-;~ • ..., ~J1,,,,l-,:1d,, .-nu,1, wHh1 
'.-~,·-/., ,1l;,·-;;.n ,/;:,-j:•h e.•:.•,rir•H·d 11,...-,_ r,•l,n},,. 
'i od ·d, :, r•'l':1-·. ~t•r t.l•i•~, wi tt t11, n•td onf·~ 
,:.'I '. :; .~ .. ;j~j~iy_ J ►-f ,-,,:,!l"u~:n ,-onclu:;j,cu1. tJo ... 
'.'"'•'t,\' '"' f,f: b1owkdr~o tl,at thdr rcr:ords 
ilCJ<,. h:::;os, de~lroyed with the adminis­
t'."alion nuilding, the b2ack militants gave 
i::i.:~2 n~mcs and serial numbers. Even 
r ... ~o:r~ p.xovocatiively,, many of them pro- I 
czzdcd io d,.ed foe~ uniforms and to C:on 
·w!'':t~ k;!rchfefa" and African-style robes :.1!;:;:;, t.~~Y ~aoe out of A~y blankets. 

.._..,,,_,~,.. o., t11e1T:'1 weTe running around 
t~• 1

; : :t1 tu.' v,1r :1rJ•1r: hii:-:J of c·Jr.thinr: as loin-­
',,.:: ''.j/J.-~:.(•: t•·r·r( t"i 01~'1 _nl1~•hr·1_l ft.:my (!m­
.t- a, -t,,.•tt·•f': 'J_lf:-·J~) hr•:1tinp; out jun1~k1 
:,~-H,1' t ~ f,,,~ f~i~ r\ I. ,i~',L~• 

·-. ',f;~y i'l'i./W~ j ,1,- ~~l') u·1,:,Hiviiy uf tha 
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~HESANH # ---------------~. :________ . Cont. inuocl 
.ti cd:,ITm~n propo~ed. An officia,' ',c· .. been sni'p-cr 'Are withjri only a few 

statern;nt cite? an increase_ in the ,:,',hundred yards-qf Tne pcrimete:.. ]'.\\ 
e.nerny s forces m I Corps, which con- was clear that the news cf the withq 
~1sts of the five northernmost prov- drawal was being held trn for politi-
inces of South Victna,n, frorn six cal, not inilitary, reasons.' The I>iortll 
~i':'.is_io:~s to ci,sht since. Janu;ary. V~ctnamcsc Anny knrw abont the 

I l11s, . the slatc1ncnt noted, "!~ivcs wnhcfrawal; 1hr A1nrncan publir. 
him the capability of mm1nting did ll<.>L 
~cveral sizable att.:u·ks concurrcutly.,, Wnt,nIT thco stnry would 1nr,1n 
Su.-;h attack~, of .-o11 rs,•, w,•re ;we. trouhlc frorn I ht, conunand, foi" 
c~~K-!y what had happ,~nccl at tlu--: rnd ~1to1·1l~s ;lllollt 1nH>p n10V-f.."11u·111.--: ~n~d 
of January "in th~ ·.1 ·ct offcn,,ivc. future pL,o.s ;!J'r.• 1•1ubart:"''d ,1111il 
At any rate, the statcincnt went on relcasccl by th,· Saii~on hendqu:1nc·rs. 
to say that the United ·states forces Foi· the com1nand, releasing the story 
were adopting a ·"mobile posture," at this time would have rr1cant head-
which would mean continued aper- ache after headache, Corrcspon-
ations around Khcsanh without a dents would flock to the base to file 
need for a large fixed base. eyewitness accounts of the fast days 

Before this statement carne out of Khcsanh. Instead nf clispo,sinff cf 
I made ·,ny visit into Khrsanl; the isstH' in a ~in~h- <lny .1ft,·1· th,· 
aho;1rd a ~~lo\-v, tl1rnhhittrt~ 11.h·nfc~ning-.. <·un1plctin1t nf ihc n1uvr".._ th~• 1!.T1H1· 

ly 11oi,:y M11d1w lwli,·opl•·•·o (Thr- 111;,ml would hat\<· [t' •"""""\' q,1,\;, 

M,1~ittf":I m~ir·n1 t,, l't·vrl jn •1l-tl (•111111•..... ti,111:1 c·v,~1,y ,l.,v h1-1· 11P ~• h,• 1,v·n \\11·! ., 
uu~nt; uw~ do ,vith fllt"ll ,vhut th,~ '1',~1,," 1!·,ion \\!,\II lu-·,~: .Hu1 01 ,,,•,r•:111: .. 

Anny daim.•· it due :1 wi1h all it,i n·,1d,· 1·:: w .. 111<1 """; .111•:w.-i ·., \\'I,.•, 
,~adg,~ts:,n n Marine uc-rr,raot hou.1:tcd \.VOultl happ~·1, \-\IH 11 our hw, c;: t)tl 

a_t the J)anang pi-ess center hrtr.) JongT-r 8at a.1'ln.de· thPs~ i:.·\:a1r.itlni, 
The word had been out in Saii,on rout,-s? \.Yhat wonld twc-on1s· ,.,[ th~· 
and again in Danang, Phubai, ~nd defensive line of bases alonr' the dc--
Dongha, that Khcsanh was being militarized zone if the wesl;ril anciio, 
abandoned, but I had no idea how was hauled in':' Above all, ,,:hy ws:s 
far along the withdrawal had gotten Khcsanh worth all that er.art ,. 
until we approached the base itself. few rnonths ago and not now? 

Portions of the base that had been As things wod,ed out, th..- c0,11• 

c:rowclrd with sandlrnm~cd hnnkern ,n,in(l uhini:11..!y r,,.-,.,; tlw '1" ·,,r:,,., .. 
aud .;:uttPunne vvcn .. JJO\V broad 1ir1d:l er}; ,vi,h it:• t11nc ;t,,1:-:,,:1•.1·::, .;,,d ·, 1.~~i, 
of ravv_, 1·c.d E.;11·1li~ l\1arine·H \V(~t·c .rny pn·s.~ CHn,. /\t fi,::•l tiJr ~u~p~•u .... 
tearing <lo\vn bunkers, and hull... sion \V;~-~ inc·1'•!}11ite·, t1H·n il '-"·~1 .. 1 ~·rt 
dozcrs were filling the remaining at six n-10ntl1s. At th.flt pni.1t th<' 
holes with rubble· and dirt. Big whole issue was hashed over pub-
tandem-rotor helicopters were shut- licly, and after some pratcsts, the 

· tling in and out, carrying slings full con1mand agrc-cd to rcduc:e the sus-
of cargo east to Landing Zone Stud pension to sixty days, leaving neither 
and returning einpty. The unload- of us entirely s;;tisficd. l\:cy own 
inr,- tarmac of the metal r,unvay was h".ssle was on<' nf th,· ks,: sir:niltcant 
hcing peeled up and stacked in unresolw·d qt1rs1i,n1s :1hot1t 'it•c-. ,nil.,. 
nl·rip:;, n,ady to lw li;wkd <>UL tary's n,l,· in pt•lilk:il ,\11'1 p'ror,·· 

rn 1:ill<inrr to ilir· M.irilwH 011 rlu: g.,rnl;i ••~1w,·1., nl' t\1,- w.11· wlii,·h n · 
r,;1·ound, l l<:-:"\J'IH~d that the NnL·th Hl.1in it;-! tht: t•.;.lu·•.anh c11i,,,,;.'~· r,!~l·T1"i 

'\fictnamese Arn1y had sec.ri every- into l•i.~,tory~ .uhl du· ti'c.•,•l·h,$ i.Hhl 
thing I had. Patrols had cncoun- ·crumbled bunkers Lw..-0111e over-
tcrcd enemy troops on the hills grown ,vith th~ lush foliage of South-

! overlooking the base, and there had cast Asia. - John S. u;;:rrcf! 

civil-rights issue back home, the men in 
command at Long Binh decided not to 
crack down on the militants but rather to 
"wait them out." Each day, cases of C-ra• 
t1ons wrrn tosse<l over the fenc,o into th:'.'! 
nr<'n 111 whid, ih<, 111woopnrnilvPs W(·ro 
c ►i1uf111(•1l. fftHl !Whn~:. uf J\i-rny pi1y<·h<)lo, 
J'.i!il:~ 1111.f t;i.oi•kiuh, nrli,·inb w1·rn f;c•ut itl 
lu ,111n:it (on thn J11:~11rgo1 its uhout Llu·lr 
t:r..icvancc:H. '~Mu.~t of thc•m;~ snitl ouc psy­
chologist, "just wanted out of the Am1y 
and out of Vietnam." But besides ex­
pressing the usual stockade grievances 
about bad food and not enough mail, 
many of the blacks complained that 
white guards had often abused them 
verbally and had given white prisoners 
fa,- better treatment. 

Urnl;l)fi:7\l: By military skndards, the 
./1.t;my'a. fu:ndlin~: of th,,_ holtkm,·s Wf\~ in• 
cr11(1ihly pr.rmi•:,:ivo ,md, to 11 ,lr,i~n•n, 
lho ,,,,li,•y or n·:;11,,1111 did wrnlc l)lll, 1.,,:,1· 
vv~·f~f· .• ~~I ,'Jiiy:1 ~:fi,·i tlir1 .-h,f, oulv 1h11 

~t 1 -V 
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teen rebels were still ckfyine p::-isan <.ii2-
cipline. NoneJ~hzle~s, tha ~ict et ~:;:'r 

"would seem to have omincas ~PD:"i.: L~:.:1 
for the Anny and for U.S. so:-1::-,y L!: n 
whol0. Sinr-:::, Hn,·ry T,, ... ,,.,~ /c,_i.-,;::·~.l:',~ 
th,·~ ann"d fnn•c$ in tr•r.n, ;·\1~. ,·"",""71~.,. .. ;~~·,,~ 
bi•~·n_ jnslly 1,11·n1h.i or ·1t,.:~ c:~i1n:-.-;p,,~iL:·~ -, 
offc•1s l:1l!t(L :,.;{d(L,·u.-. r'-u--~ . .CIH' th1.· ,~:·, .( 
purl, n·lid.hni~: l,1,h'l'i•;--,'; ,"u::t.L>. :"1,11 {.-·~,- .. •'• 

troop~ i.• Vhln:H-0 h,1o,v<· t:~·.·~ .. 1).:i.:11' (.;;, 
peeial!y in <·-imbnt z1mrs ,wh~-ri:, C1cr 
share com1:-01. -rne~ds e.nd. ';ri;,~HnO'{, C,l\i"!• .. 
gcrs. But in h'le i one hlmh stcskcci.c, 
with these bonds dissQlvei black soi­
diers, rightly or wroni:;ly, feli: t"',ey fac,si; 
the same kind of r;mc,juwc.c fr2.t <I:.3J' b:!d', 
in the ghettos of the U.S. le.!::.:i c;_i.:.::::kiy r0 

discovered thoir bui:t-in :re~zr(...-:-,cnt of­
authority. AU 0£ ,vhich s~;-;n~~ tn ru~ ... 
g;cs.t t.hat the: vu\1ntc.tJ ·("";t;, .... l~t~:d:111:!,,r:n c~ 
tl•-:i A.l"iti:y C'{t•li'llf'I-:·, hy '!i~"'- 1H .. (''·•~-•;.:.1 q't;, :Ii., 
f~• t!h~1;•t: i'•11~.k:·u•: rh ,i -,c.~ov~ •~, ... ,~· ;i\f , 
iv1.'\Vt :+kl ,,,,]a:i'.n nnd 1,,1\,.J_ /\-~,! ' t•,t1.'::, 

I' 
j· 

I 
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nktcd 
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!H"l'" \."• 

·.' .-~: -1 ' ! 
d--15 C :,-1 

11°1~11 I I 

iSbitH 
"JlUlll);t 

I, 

..:-l 1nnny di 
--.•·n;"1:1.1 :~-"'ld 1:1e 

,~ n1orc p•-;-=- ..---.-.rul 
! ! (' r l""d /'\ I :1, ' ,l r1 

i .• f ttTII I'!. 1:•')11 

t tl'' l(l 1 cs.;111!1 ;.,J :1-

l 11 11111· •· (l·•v:-i 
11)•~ in 111(~ in.,111-

,111 f ~ \!j, I 11 :1111 

i i • 1• • J J ·~ 

1,.,1t1''i 
· ;1 di nr~ 

1 '11::, -or 
:-1uu1in, r boars. 

A 1l c :-1 , ~ i c:::I , of 
C0l1r~~'". ·Jr t. t. '1-pecial 
Fon~,.., .,,_.T~.,...c ,·i:_pL.ccd by 
the J\'[;,· n(·s. hen, last 
yt·.:n·., :ti, --~ ,..v;i'-t a sc-ri~s of 
vicinn:; l>;,1tT,..·~i (1n 1h0 
iHnr',lr• ,, J .. ,, • 1, J d"•: fH•:ir· 

lh•· 11,1 I .il.:il;. ,·;11nc• 

Ll11"l ~(-,1;·'n l1ii( ·v'i• lory 
or d1·tc.1!, dc:·pt 1irl~11g on 

,,,.rhn1n yun a·d-c at tl1c 
b:is<· it,:c:lf. 

i\s " corrccsp<>ndcnt for the Balt,­
more Srm, I visi ,eel I<.hesanh several 
times between lie first of this year 
and June 24. < )n that day I wrote 
that the ba:;c- ,va:,. 1J-c·ini1 abandoned, 
and h'-lb:--;.,'(JU""nt v J h;i.:·I rny rniJit;tl·y 
ptT~~ :\-::•c·rc,lit:11,t,n m1:--;p('rHl<·<l ft>r 
hrr:.Jdn1-~ dH' c-l .. ~i:11'(~0 on •lu· i;to1·y. 

()n(: Cc'Ju.!d :1.1-;· ! .1,:kcd for· it; in facl~ 
Lhnt in ~~x{11·dy \vhat I.ht· 1nilitary 
onunand did :·;1v. I ,v.ill save a 
Jc-ft. .. nsc for .;rno1hc.1· occ.')sinn. \1Vhnt 

., i1nportant is the natun.-: of the 
battle of J<.hes nh - how we got 
into it ar:d hcnv, or-ce "\.VC \.Vc-rl"! there, 
V.-"".'! found our"c!v,·.; entangled in a 
dnubi~ web of ir1i!itary .:1nd pnl_)lic 
re; :rtln 1-r·; con:·irh ;·;1 ions. 

."\lj)it..;\r·y-prr-•:--s n. !;tti!)n'-: -v-. .. ·crc clif-· 
fcn•ni. in \·V-orld \r\';1r JI~ ,,.,_, hr"n thc 1 

p-rr-·1 -v1:i·, t,:cr-y 11.iH·I• p:u·I" of the 
ft·.~!11. ~I !it .. l"t·(•'fl'lHlg tif lfLlf \,Val' 

l",,c,, ,.,.rl (lf! ho v 111~~ ,-ur11bat w;1~ 

r,,it:'~ :,nil ,v!f:11 !1-t· indlvid-1:1l;c;oldicr 
Y..•;1,; cn,lusinrr. 

In the 'llictr>:ill1 \Var the press 
!:Cl< e>d<lr..-scc:d jt, df to issues like the; 

Uc-c"!'.;f;J(Iity of our aims. "\lietnam has: 
no Ernje Pyle, and none seems likely i 
:o c1J:1 :~r~;~.. '"The railitary has come 
·o rcc,Jize that wldlc fighting well 
.:-i~-i.in::.t th,~ "\-'iet C:iJng is important, 
~ )r;kir---p; r,ond , 'J th~ pr(":;c;~, and 
1··nni~~h 1hr: pn ·,, lo the, '\-Vodd~ i:-J 
, ·~, L; 1 t i "/ { 1· j l i ( ; \ I . 

J'.'-' !I,,- ti11!.-· t c1· ~l11·lls \\.-Tt(· p,11u·­

., ,!..- .. ·.-.-11 on v.:. , ;inli, llH· n1iJjr.~rry 
, ! ·.1 cn~·d if•, l ·:·, ,n. 'i his t!rnr-: the 

Lc,lo~ical '" tr. \V.a£1'."<'d through 
r,...c'.: \•,:oul~ not be ne~;Jccted. 

.i~i 1· ,-, ·,,-irtr:ry 011 

Suuth '\/i._·tnarn'~ pn·viol.1sly ll!1- .._...tb.•,_ \\ ~ ::-
11--;, Jlc-steC -- and lari.!1-ly ungnctr(~c-d . ..;;k:r·c.:.ng 

c,;,c,,. the battle of Khe 0 ,1!1:1 pc·u,·chcd ti 
r-;· :-·~crl :he- c-n<l of the i\rncric.·u1 thin~ th;·t 

d,rli-c::1t at. finding ~'1c sancffJa~-:i:-; c 
~- r-n1y·v.·iil-irF! ll7 ~tzin-rl a!l.d fie!;ht in to·.·1ard tl e 
t1 r,":ll.Ot(":·L c~\rncrs nf thr rn11ntry. antcnn.1~, t~ 
1,\ h le th( .. ci~i· • \" --:·r_- :·,i._-...·,~::,~.-1~ rhc- and dH' b p 

re '·fJUITCC: ti,-d up L;1 tlir-- T~~•r•;.~1 1L (d1nckM) ~l11 I 
11 11:c \:•,·c1··- ,·,11 •.ld1•1· 1hl-t--: · "'>-- ci11n. '.l'h1..;, 

tl,011:;;11·,,l Ill.II! ,:.1111··011~ •,1q111,,ct1·,t 

hy d1•,11°;.111d· Hli'!(' pl•1-, i,·i 1 :I 
hur11h,11·d 11,,·1t1 h,· t\ •er 
j '1; l '.-1 I I 1,-• l I 11 l 1,·, i .t~ 1. t I 1·--.·~ 

toL I liocnl>ing ,-L-111t i[t 

T:un.>pc <l11rin,~ tt).1-.~ ;1nd 
1 ()43 .. A.nd throu~hout 
the 77 days "f rqw,itc-rl 
ground probes and h•~avy 
sh('"llin~ at the h.z'!~<':, the-re 
"\'V;-t/; :1.h-vays the f("ar that 
the r--:-orth ,li,·tna,nc:-.C" in 
1hr~ hill·,, c•;1i111,,1r-d .._.,11·i-
011·ily fl.;111 lt'I\ tl11u1 .. ind 

lo f, ,1-1y tl11111· .. L11d, \.v11tdd 

01;,--.•;, .ind ~;\ .. :t11u 1 ► \'c~c 

Kt1t--~:t11l1, inllicti1•t~ <l 1c1ili­
t~ry blo\-v ;ind pcd1,tp~ 
a crippling· psych-olugical 

defeat on the Unit<-d States. 
l\,fy first visit to Khcsanh was on 

January 23, the- fourth day of whctt 
came to be called tltc ''sie~e. '" I 
,va.c; as r-;-rc-en n \V;u· rorn~:-;pon,k-nt as; 
h~ld c-v~·r v.-·a1u!(·,·1~(1 i11li) \;i•·l11~1in, 
and 1ny i111.H~i11:,1l,;fi v .. :a:-1 \,·c11·l:in~~ 
douhh• ti.rur a~; tlu-- fnur-cn.1•,i1u· l. :- 1.\0 
t1·;trl'>pnrt v.-·hinrd alon~{ tlli~ 111In.,·~t),. 

;it J):u1;111q: and huuhcrcd into the· 
gray n1011soon eland:,;;. , 1 'h{"'rc ,v~rc 
several othr-r correspondents alc1n~, 

all of whmn had lwen unck1· fire 
brforc, and I resolved to do as they 
did. If they ducked, I would duck. 
If they n,n for a h11nker. I wrn1Ll 
run tor a bunker. If they flattened 
thc,nsclvcs in a ditch, I would flat­
ten 111y::;.c)f in it ditch. 

As it ttu·nc-d out. thrrP \'i.',;•-. 110 

(";111'.:("' fo1· panic~ .Ja1111:\i-y .?.:"\ '-'•'·'~ .l 

1·cr·l11tivrly qui(~t tl:,y at l\..h,·•1.u1h. 
\\'("' canst~ llllllhling uut or du>, pl.liH' 
~-into the: 1·nc,al tar111a1; v, ilh ILtk 
v~-t~ts zippr-t'.l up tight and hcitnc•rq 

, ii>\\' over our c-yC"'S, hut it \vao.; iru­
! mediately apparent that the shrclling 
, was jn a lull. 

I Sore 
I The Khcsanh of January, 1968, 
was no longer a place for fic;hinp." or 
ti?,"c-r ... hunlin,~. 'l'hc g-rcen plateau 
h:,d IJc<·nn1c ;1 n:d-hro.,,-vn su1·~ ~,nth<~ 
f.icr of th(~ ,~arth~ ~•.nd cv•~rythiu1~ 
I Ii,-: t~andha,~,~•·d hu nl,~Lr:-1, t lu· _ir,· p-·J 1 

! tlil'.' .. stuhblc-brant,~d J\1a1·int":'-i ,vai1 

! tinted thf~ reddish colnr of the- di1·t. 
! .. /\.round us ,..,_.ere the Jush,. sinister 
; hills. Above were the- oppressive 

;--..yprs of d,':'.!rk clouds that G'r;1c:-?1J?)!v 
", 
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h,·,·:1n· i" ;i ,1 
1,,,1j-(l tile t11 

fr • .. v d,,vs l I I 
f 11 • l,1c· 1 ( j . ! [ ,, ..... J ii ,l ~ t. i ! 1 i L -i C 1: 1-----

s:lr1,_l ll:,_1_,;-g, ·1. l ,.111:1~tn!i•]l•l~l i,l~n~~r-!·. 
a plain-sr·n\ 11.l;)H t1)!.d 1' · ;1ho11t 
the situatto1: ;\ 1-.:..hc.-:;;:inh. 1 n c .. 1~1-

trast to d:H· ·, i'._H-incs c1·1t~·j .1 ·, 1 :.~::; 
n1.an 1nantl''cd to keep u~-,, 1_ li:1L<l 
by the dirt <H d the hillo•.,·in~~ c!,>nds 
of dust.,. and In~ 1H·:1tn,·-~·• ~dJ .: .trn,~ to 
foru3 in ht:, ? Lar·\·,·li-1-11•~ nn I t. H ! it·, 
in1pt·rcahly ...._,. xc-d tt"l t\,'t) ~;\1,1ql 

p11int--:. I lj• ,,.,i•, l :,d,,·~cl l>.:,·1~1 
l.c1\\'lltl~•. du 1-:.l1•··.,1nJ1 , 11\lll11,1nd1•t·. 

••()u1· L"("C111111.1i --.un t· t,·.\nJ .Lu,l p.1-
trnl:--; h;tv<~ 11·.t,l-t· CL)11t.tCC: in c\ t·ry 
direction~'' I.< n .... ~nd.s ~aid. '' I h;tv<""' 
no <loubt th,1t ,·:c ,,·ill be: ~tt..-1ckcd.~' 
A t\venty-th re ?-yca1 -oid rnrp~r.._;.I 
took a break f1-on1 Si.111db:J.,l:." c,inr,- to 
tell me: "The hills arc full .:Or <;oaks. 
Thc-v'll prohab!v stnrt a b.:tt·i-.1.r~c of 
::trtiilr-ry ~u1d d1;~n 1·lnl ri1~ht thri..111gh 
the-: h:1H'".'" 1 

It '\VOl'-l i11 .l,uu1,H·) d1at pnhL, 
c-111,c(--ru ahout l~hc. 111h J,('\'',ln r,1 

lnti1lL 'l'ln· 11dl!t:1Jv i·~)ll1111;\rul LJ'.l"\\! 

it h.tcl prohli-111-,;. :--:.:anc hivl1-1·,?1LL-i.u•~ 
ofliccTs h:1d nppusecl ht1!;ling 
KlH·~auh at ;_i[I. ?\1Hit.11·ilv, tlHL h:!..-r. 
,,·.as sirnply nnr \-..·,n·th it·~ die\' b(·­
licvC'd. But thcr._--: \\Trc pr,""'!1,!-.:"';ns in 
pulling nut. C )ne ·.•. :1s th<" f.1c-t then 
many of the- guns v,:ouk] ha,(" t-~ be 
dc~tn1ycd it' tlu· :\1:irill•":'-'. fou•-'ht 1lici1· 
VVilV {1111 ()!1 rt1L· gt1)1111{l. 'l I·,(" ;;o.1,~1-~ 

h:1t,I been tl1)\'\ fl ii ,alld d,c l 1lll1 ~ 
rnnY(',: d:c ~11.1 1 ·!1\11< (I r.11 1,n-.­

thr· !',\ltl~: ;~ud 1- !II\ i'r · .tJlillllllii:1 1 ']), 

n11d 4•1"r'\'\';i h I•' 1w('1" lch ht·hi11,l 
/\1l()lhc1· }H',,11lr·111. (11<• d,~, i•.•\•(-.. 

one, ,va-.. th;1t .it ,., i1l1d, ,t\,·.d nt1dcr 
JH'C'.5S.\H'e '\'\'OHkl !,.1,·e ,ill 1l1l' ,·;•.1111.!rl ':i 

of a dr..~fcat. Bv th(" I:1--,.t t("-n d.t\"~ t,f 
January the :,-urld \'-:. 1.s \\·a.tc'i:ing­
Kbc-sanh, and the iirst g-rlrn p~r.1lk·ls 
'\.'Vith Dienbicnrhu had bC"en d"a\vn. 
So to ,vithdra, · at this tirnc "•·ould 
he to take ct te, rific drubbinc: before 
a huge audience. 

5 .. \"' (_":H.l rr1• u n <· I ,0-1· •., 

·vvhal \-\.'.l~ IH'('ilr·tl, 1h("-Ll,. \·, ,l •• l 

f":Ot)d, ,ll(Jolid 1 111i!i. ;1 flly S( l(t1 HI 
pl~u1,di(1U of i.\l1y \-.'c nl~r<.~ lud,lt1:~• 
1..;;.}H~sarih. ~1"1-e .A.1ucdc~tc"i pul}li•· 
could be co.int,·d upon to t~kr-- .,_ Jin, 
view of it all it the, military "---ere- tn 
annol.Jncc frankly: "-1-~·n1~~ r,· -:-.;. ,...,_r, 
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Lieutenant General Ira C. Eaker, USAF (Retired) 
1612 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

Dear General Eaker: 

Our mutual friend, _Al Pefley. has sent me« copy of 
your recent article, "Why Khe Sanh Was Evacuated" 
which appeared in your syndicated column last 
week. 

Your analysis of the Khe Sanh situation 1s without 
doubt the most perceptive account of the recent 
decisions affecting Khe Sanh to appear in the press. 
Your abi 11 ty to port.ray the changing nature of the 
conflict tn northern I Corps and to place Khe Sanh 
in historic perspective has set your article apart 
from sfm11ar current efforts. 

Please accept my thanks for providing sueh a meanfng­
fwl analysis of the Khe Sanh situation. I have 
followed your past efforts in this area with interest 
and w1sh you continued success in your futura 
endeavors. 

• '! , ..: r:·•...:,:.,:.;.J 
• >,, ~,::-i·:i :.-.; ~;etpB 
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WHY KHE SANH WAS EVACUATED 

by 
Ira C. Eaker 

When recent dispatches from Vietnam revealed that the U.S. 

garrison had evacuated Khe Sanh many of our citizens were· sur­

prised and concerned. 

"Why," came the normal query, "was Khe Sanh so vital to our 

interests in Winter and Spring but now no longer considered 

important?" 

Since Khe Sanh was abandoned at about the time General Abrams 

succeeded General Westmoreland, there has been some speculation 

that it represented a change of tactics or policy coincident with 

the change in command. 

Investigation reveals that the main reasons for the evacua­

tion of Khe Sanh were these: 

When the Marines originaily occupied and fortified Khe Sanh 

it was astride a main ~bad net over which weapons and men infil­

trated from North Vietnam into I Corps, the Northern section of 

South Vietnam. These invasion forces threatened the security of 

Quang Tri, Hue, Da Nahg and othsr populous areas~ 

The first reaction of the Vietcong was to attack the Marines 

at Khe Sanh in order to remove this road block to infiltration. 

When these attacks failed with heavy losses, General Giap announ­

ced and Hanoi boasted that Khe Sanh would now be given the Dien 

Bien Phu treatment. Giap, heralded by Reds world wide, as the 

guerrilla Napoleon, surrounded Khe Sanh with two of' his crack 

regular divisions, began the construction of' approach trenches and 

the constant shelling of' the defenses in a tactical pattern which 

-1-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
has been classic since Dien Bien Phu. 

Khe Sanh proved, however, to be a trap for the Red besiegers. 

General Giap having had little air opposition at Dien Bien Phu, 

did not realize what tactical a1rpower could do to his trenches, 

troop, supply and artillery concentrations. 

The lowest estimate of Red casualties I have seen for the 

battle of Khe Sanh is 15,000 dead. Less than 300 of our Marine 

defenders were killed there. In early June Giap realized that 

Khe Sanh could not be taken at any price he could afford to pay. 

He then withdrew his battered, decimated divisions and the siege 

was lifted. It was again demonstrated that the shifting scenes 

and sites of warfare change with the fortunes of war. Meade's 

Union Army did not remain long on the battlefield at Gettysburg 

after Lee withdrew into Virginia. 

-~ 

At the time the Marines took station in Khe Sanh the Russians 

had not delivered 120 milimeter rockets to the North Vietnamese 

and-Vietcong. "A.few months later with these rockets now available 

in large numbers, Khe Sanh could be shelled f'rom the sanctuary of 

Laos. By removing the Marines from Khe Sanh to temporary, mobile 

bases a: f'ew miles to the Ea-s·t they are now--f'ree -f-rom- the harass­

mnet of rockets from the Laotian hills. 

When the rail lines of North Vietnam were being bombed by our 

Air Force and Navy, the Reds had 300,000 workers fully engaged in 

repair of bomb damage and 200,000 soldiers manning anti-aircraft 

defenses. When President Johnson announced on March 31st that our 

bombing would cease north of the 19th parallel, these forces were 

f'reed for other tasks. With this manpower the Reds built new roads 

and trails by-passing Khe Sanh and to the West through Laos and 

-2-
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.. e 
Cambodia and Khe Sanh was no longer vital for its original 

purpose. 

General Westmoreland's earlier search and destroy strategy 

was a combination of strong points supported by mobile reserves. 

His request for the troop strength needed fully to implement this 

policy was denied in Washington. It appears now that there will 

be fewer fortified strong points and a larger mobile striking 

force. 

New enemy dispositions and available resources, not a change 

in command, caused the evacuation of .Khe Sanh. But when the repu­

table historians of the future evaluate Khe Sanh dispassionately 

it will be recorded as a great victory for its gallant defenders 

and their magnificent air support. Khe Sanh will now be the name 

of a new battle streamer on the Marine Corps flag like Tripoli, 

Belleau Wood~ Midway, Tarawa and all the rest. 

-3- July 21, 1968 
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CHICAGO DAILY: NEWS - 24 JU*968 (25) 

GIRL GUERRILL~ PLUG 
VIET GONG GAPS 

By Keyes Beech 
Daily News Foreit;n Service 

SAIGON-The Viet Cong 
have launched a massive cam­
paign to recruit women to fill 
out their ranks after their ex­
hausting winter - spring offen­
sive. 

Reports of all-female .combat 
units have. cropped up all over 
the country, according to allied 
intelligence sources. 

Captured documents and pris­
oner interrogations indicate 
that in some areas women 
account for tine - third to one -
half of the enemy's guerrilla 
strength. · 

American and Vietnamese 
sources greeted these reports 
with miXed feelings. Despite 
their deceptively fragile ap­
pearance, Vietnamese women 
are tough. Besides, women 
warriors have a long and hon­
ored history in Vietnam. 

TAKING A MORE serious 
view, intelligence an a 1 y st s 
viewed the Viet Cong's in­
creased dependence on woman­
power as another sign of the 
Viet Cong's declining role in 
the war. 

North Vietnamese troops ac­
count for 75 per cent of regular 
Communist military strength 
in South Vietnam. This is al­
most exactly the reverse of the 
situation three years ago when 
Viet Cong forces were predom­
inant. 

Enemy main force strength 
is estimated at 130,000, with 
guerrilla and m i 1 i t i a units 
bringing the total to about 
215,000. 

There is nothing new about 
the Viet Cong's using women 
in such support roles as la­
borers, cooks, nurses, clerks, 
inteili 6ence agents and am-
mun:t'on te'..l;·,crs. What is new 
is the organization of all-fe­
mal~ dislrict defense units, 
sapper forces and reconnais­
sance platoons. 

On Man:h 8 the South Viet­
nam W o m e n ' s Liqeration 
Assn., an a f f i I i a t e of the 
National Liberation Front, 

marked its seventh anniver­
sary with a militant call for 
women to "foster hatred" in 
cities and towns and. "use all 
types of weapons to kill the 
enemy" in rural areas. 

SINCE THEN the women's 
role in the enemy's military 
effort has been increasingly 
aggressive. A crack all-women 
combat unit has been reported 
in Binh Dinh Province, al­
though its duties were not 

1 specified. 1 

in Kontum. in the Central I 
Highlands, a captured g i r 1 I 
guerrilla reported that the · 
Viet Cong draft age for fe­
ma,les had been lowered from 
14 to 12. 

But it is in the delta that 
the Viet Cong are making their 
maximum e ff or t to recruit 
women as well as men. All­
female sapper or demolition 
squads have been formed in 
Can Tho, Kien Hoa and Sa Dec. 

The campaign to recruit 
women has been accompanied 
by a drive to bring more ·teen­
age boys into the Viet Cong 
fold. 

In its scope th<! Communist 
recruiting · campaign amounts 

v a giant body-snatching con­
test with the Saigon govern­
ment, which recently launched 
a general mobilization. 

But in their recruiting, the 
Viet Cong have run into many 
difficulties. Desertions are a 
major problem. Many boy s 
quit at the first opportunity. 
Mothers were outraged when 
the Viet Cong lowered the draft 
age to 14. 

High-level command direc­
tives are either being ignored 
or going unenforced for lack 
or ·1eadership or personnel. A 
much ballyhooed campaign to 
set u., "liberation committes" 
in the countryside has been 
an apparent failure. 

There is an abundance ol 
evidence that the Viet Cong 
Jost many of their most valued 
and experienced leaders in the 
winter-spring offensive. 

NEWSWEEK - 29 JULY ·1968 (25) 

RECONNOITERING NORTH VIETNAM 

NEWPORT N 

Evacuated 
Many of us were s -rpn · 

and concerned when recent 
displatches from Vietnam re­
vealed that the U.S. garrison 
had evacuated ~he Sanh. 

"Why," ·came it.he normal 
query, "was ~he Sanh s-o vital 
to our interests in winter and 
spring but now no longer con­
sidered :important?" 

Since Khe Sanh was aban­
doned at about ;t;he time Gen. 
Creighton Abrams succeeded 
Gen. William Westmoreland, 
there has been some specula­
tion that it represented a 
c-hange of tactics or policy 
coincident wi,t.lh the ,change in 
command. 

Investigation reveals sever­
al main reasons for the evacu­
ation of Khe Sanh: 

When the marines originally 
occupied and fortified K he 
Sanh, it was astride a m!oin 
road net over which weapo116 
and men infiltrated from 
North Vietnam into. I Corps, 
,the nor-thern secbion of South 
V i e t n a m. These invasion 
forces threateoed the security 
of Quan Tri, Hue, Da Noo,g 
and other populolllS areas. 

The first -react-ion of the Viet 
Cong was to a U a c k the 
marines at Khe· Sanh to re­
move lihiis roadrbloclk to inliH­
,tration. Wlhen these attacks 
failed with heavy losses, Gen. 
Vo Nguyen Giap aIX1ounced 
and Hanoi boasted t:hat Khe 
Sanh =uld now be given the 
Dien Bien Phu treatment. 

Giap. hearalded by R e d s 
worldwide as the guer.rilla 
Napoleon, •surruunded K he 
Sanh with ,two of his crack 
regular divisiol16, began t h e 
construction of a p pro a c h 
trenches and t,he c o n s t a n t 
shelling of l;he defenses in a 
tactical pattern which has 
been classic since Dien Bien 
Phu. 

Kihe Sanh proved, however, 
to be a trap for the Red be­
siegers. Gd.ap, having had lit­
He air oppo.si.tion at Dien Bien 
Phu, did not real-ize w h a t 
tactical airpower ,could do to 
his ,trenches and troop, sup-ply 
and antillery concentrations. 

The lowest estimate of Red 
casualties I have seen for the 
.battle of Khe Sanh is 15,000 
-dead. Lees ,IDan 300 of our 
marine defenders were killed 
,there. In eall"ly June, G i a p. 
realized that Khe Sanb could 
not be tak-en at any price he 
could afford to pay. He then 
withdrew bis battered, deci­
mated divisions and the siege 

21 JULY,12?§ (25) 

lt was again demonstrated 
that the shifting scenes and 
sit.es of warfare change with 
the fortunes of wair. Meade's 
Union Army did not remain 
long on the battlefield at Get­
tysburg afler Lee withdrew 
into Virginia. 

At the time the marines 
took stat-ion in Khe Sanh, the 
Russians had not delivered 
120-millimeter rockets to the 
North Vie,tn1;1.mese and V i et 
Cong. A few months later. 
wibh these rockets now avail­
able in large numbers., K he 
Sanh could be shelled from 
the sanctuary of Laos. By re­
moving the marines from Khe 
Sanh to temporary, mobile 
bases a few miles to the east, 
they are now free from the 
harassment of rockets from 
the Laotian !hills. 

When the rail !ires ol North 
Vietnam were being bombed 
by our Air Force and Navy, 
the Reds had 300,000 workers 
fully engaged in repair of 
bomb d am a g e and 200,000 
soldiers manning antiaircraft 
defenses. 

WheD President Johnson an­
nounced on March 31 that our 
bombing would cease north of 
the 19th parallel, these forces 
were freed for· other tasks. 
With this manpower the Reds 
bum new roads and trails, by­
passing Khe Sanh and to the 
west through Laos arid Cam­
bodia, aro Khe Sanh was no 
longer vital for its or-iginal 
pu,rpose. 

Gen. Westmoreland"s earlier 
searClh and dec:.troy strategy 
was a combination o.f strong 
points suppo,rted by mobile re­
serves. His request for the 
troop streng,th needed fully to 
implement this p o I i c y was 
denied in Washington. It ap­
pears now that there wit! be 
fewer fortified strong points 
and a larger mobile striking 
force. 

New enemy dispositions and 
available resources, no t a 
change in command. caused 
the evacuation, of Khe Sanh. 
But when ,the reputable his­
torians of the future evaluate 
Khe Sanh dispassion~tely. it 
will be recorded as a great 
victory for •its gallant defend• 
ers and their magnificent air 
support. 

Khe Sanh will now be the 
name of a new battle stream­
er on the Marine Corps flag, 
like Tripoli. Belleau Woo d, 
'Midway, Tarawa and all the 
rest. 

The U.S. has three SR-71 photographic recon~ 
naissance planes based at Kadena, Okinawa. The 
mission of--the black~pafrited-;-2,000-mph spy 
plane is surveillance of North Vietnam. ( One of 
its predecessors, the U-2, is still based at Bien 
Hoa in South Vietnam.) Note: a Red Guard pub­
lication in Communist China recently charged 
that an SR-71 snapped pictures and gathered fall-

out samples during China's third nuclear bomb 
test in the Sinkiang desert in May 1966. The 
plane was supposedly 20 miles high: both U.S. 
Samos and Soviet Cosmos recon satellites orbited 
over the Chinese ground zero as well. 
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DA"'S MORNING NUJS. - 19 . JULY l ~68 • 

Intentions Good,- But Not Results 
and .barriers is an aid to military effort, the President, then it seems quite likely 

. By nM WRIGW 
Editorial Staff Writer 

IN VIETNM{ . near th~ outpost at Gio 
Linh, stanns all that there is and all that 
there is ever likely to be of the once-bally­
hooed "McNamara Linc.·, 

A recent report by 
the Associated Press 
indicated that the line, 
once seen as the 
solution to the prob­
lem of infiltration, will 
not be completed. 
Thus, barring a com­
plete change of think­
ing at the top, the 2,-
000 yards of "Ger­
man tape" strung 
near Gio Linh will not 
be extended_ 

Accoroing to the 
AP's military sources, WRIGHT 

the abbreviated McNamara line was not very 
effective, for the enemy could walk around 
it or thrpugh it at several places. In addi­
tion, gaps had been necessary in the fence 
to allow Vietnamese farmers to reach their 
fields north of the wire. 

The remains of the McNamara line are 
a monument to a wistful dream. The polit­
ical leadership that has directed the Viet­
nam War in detail throughout tried to wall 
out invaders with material, with a physical 
barrier to keep North Vietnamese. tr®ps 
out of South Vietnam. 

THE MILITARY professionals said it 
couldn't be done_ Sure enough, it couldn't, 
as time .and casualties have proved. The 
dream of a static, impenetrable defense 
barrier dies hard in the minds of political 
leaders. When attempts are made to put 
the idea into practice, usually men and 
sometimes natlons die with it. 

The theory of an impregnable line of 
fortifications, obstacles or barriers sounds 
good to civilian voters and for understand­
able reasons, chief of which is that the bar­
rier seems to substitute stone or c;oncrete 
or - in the case of the McNamara line­
sophisticated new electronic devices and 
revolutionary hardware for a defense that 
depends on men. For a peace-loving people, 
it makes much more sense to spend money 
for materials than to depend on defenses 
that appear very likely to cost many human 
lives. 

Unfortunately, as the military men tried 
to point out at the time, the use of walls 

but not a substitute for it. that we will repeat history." 
Long ago, when the Swedes were con- That prediction has apparently come 

sidere<l. to be the best soldiers in the world, true. And the objections raised by the mili-
they had a saying which underlined this tary have pr,:,ved to be valid. 
cruel truth, .. Others try to defend their men 
with city walls. We have men to defend our 
walls.'• 

TIIE SWEDES DID not mean that they 
valued strme more than life. The saying 
merely restated a lesson of history which 
has had to be learned over and over, most 
recently by us. From the Great Wall of 
China to the ill-fated Maginot Line of 
France, defensive walls have been adver­
tised as the cheapest way to keep out in­
vaders, to assure those within that they 
need not exert themselves for their own 
pmtection. 

However, the fact is that what man has 
put together, other men can usually tear 
asunder. If the invader is determined 
enough, he will find a way to go through, 
over, under or around the obstacle. For 
this reason, every second lieutenant learns 
very early in his professional education that 
obstacles are nearly useless unless they 
are supported by fire. 

The defenders have to be close enough, 
that· is, to shoot at the people trying to get 
through the obstacle. The combination of ob­
stacles and incoming fire tends to be much 
more distracting. it is said, than obstacles 
alone. The problem is that for the defend­
ers to be clo.•e enough to shoot at the 
people on the other side of the wire, they 
must also be close enough for the people 
to shoot back at them. And, while the de­
fenders must be emplaced to defend every 
foot of the obstacle, the attackers can move 
and concentrate at one spot to break it. 

nu: CASUALTIES were heavy at those 
outposts that lay along the proposed site of 
the McNamara line. To make matters 
worse, the garrisons could not move out 
against the North Vietnamese gun positions 
that were protected by the political limita­
tions imposed from above_ So they had to sit 
and take Jt. 

The military professionals raised all 
these points when the scheme came up. 
But, as ha,: so often been the case during 
the Vietnam War, their advice was over­
ruled and the administration announced its 
decision to put up the wall. As The News 
noted editorally at the time, "jf {the wall) 
fa to be used as a magic panacea to our 
problems of defending South Vietnam . __ as 
a political pacifier for the restless critics ol 

IN A WAY, THE ahortive project is 
symbolic of the conduct of the entire war_ 
Throughout the war, civilian officials have 
demonstrated their determination to tell 
the military professionals not only what to 
do, but exactly how to do it. Since 1960 
civilian whiz kids have downgraded the 
opinions and experience of the military 
men who have spent a lifetirne learning the 
profession_ Over the objections of the pros, 
the civilian field marshals have vied to put 
their own theories into practice. The inten­
tions were good, but the results haven't 
been. 

This is not only poor military strategy, 
it is not common sense. You do not hire an 
expert professional, whether he is a pilot or 
,. plumber, and then tell him exactly, step­
by-step how he is to do his job, down to 
the last tool and technique. If he doesn't 
know and cannot learn how to do the 
job, he should be fired; but if he does­
which presumably is the reason you hired 
him - he should be allowed to do it. 

Recently Lt. Cnl. William Corson, in his 
book, "The Betrayal," tells of theearlydays 
of the Kennedy administration, when civil• 
ian officials from economists to cost ac­
countants suddenly became "limited war­
riors," anxious to set the military straight 
on the miracles of revolutionary tactics. 

Many of these late-blooming, limited war­
riors, after seeing their quick-fix solutions 
fail in practice, quietly slipped over to the 
side of the doves, deploring the war in gen­
eral and joining in the calling for with­
drawaL 

While there is nothing illegal about 
changing one's views, this sudden pacifism 
seems rather unfair to the military men 
who have paid and are still paying the 
price for the civilians' experiments in gen­
eralship. 

Civilian control of the military at the 
top is and always has been a fundamental 
part of the American system_ But that con­
cept does not extend down to the rifle 
squad level; the fighter pilot in combat 
should n,ot have to get the permission from 
Washington to fire when fired upon. 

It has been truly said that war ls too 
important to leave it entirely to generals. 
It should be equally apparent by now that 
it is too complex to leave it entirely to ama­
teurs, ·either. 

U. S. 'Tells Off Spain· WASHINGTON NbW:3 
24 JULY 1968 (25) 

By B.'fi. BOYCE - • Wider juri.sdidion over American Gis who proposal because the Vie1nam wa,· has made Con-
scripps-Howard Staff Wrile, commit crime,; on Span,isn soil outside the bases. gress wa.ry of any new military comivtment,;. 
Spain has be«t told in polite diplt;mat.ic Ian- The Status of Forces agreement drawn up in 11153 To a Spanish counter-proposal that .the U.S. at 

guage that it won't get all it wants from the U.S. is outdated, say U.S. officials, when compared least declare_jt !:£S!Ogniz~ ~in as_part of Amer­
for permitting this country lo conhnue using stra- with agreements the U.S. has negohated with• olil- ica's "vital miercst." officials reminded Spain 
legic Spanish submarine and air bases. er countries since then- Spain IOllg has sought the that some congressmen oppose any further U.S. 

A new five-year Spanish bases agre<!mcnt will •right t-o try GI offenders in Spanish courts. involvement with what the legislators regard as 
be drawn up lo replace the one expiTing Sept. 26. What Spain wanted but won't get for the basel! an outdated military dil'latorship. 

"It wiJJ sou,nd better," sajd an Adminfatration agreement is some sort of. formal U.S. assurance Spain's bid for backing on Gibraltar [ailL•d bt~ 
~!'U!ce,. "b.ut it won't mean much more to Spa,n . ., on Spa~•s rni~tery secu~·ity, b.ac_king_ !or Spai_n's 'ea use the U.S._ ~~r~s _ that disput,• ;>< a p,atter 

Spain will get: ownership claun on BritisJ>-1,eJa G16raltar, and between Madrid anil London_ And reiantioe. al 
• Inc,·eased mili\ary assislarn:e. Dclails are special exem.ption from U.S . .r,•strictiO'll5 on dolliar the _investment n,,L ictiClls probably_ \\IJU,d Je~<J 

yet to be worked ?'11, pendillg Congressional ap- mvest~nts abroad lly Amer1ca~,s: . to s1m1laT d'."".inds from other coumnes .. 
proval of the Adrrurnsliration's foreign aid legi&la- Spam long has lS'Ollght adm1ss1011 mto NATO. U.S._ servicemen and dependents m Spam gpend 
t1~. Last year, Sp~in got $8.3 million in military With France out of NAW, the _Spanish felt thE $40 m1lhon a year there, IJolstcrm~ the uncertain 
a~d. Total ecaiom1c and military aid to Spain U.S. basefl were mor~ strateg_~L and sought Sparush ecooom:v. Ordermg the U.S. off the hases 
smce the U.S. fu"St began using th,, bases in 1953 greater U.S. assurance m lhc form of a mutual would hurt Span more than Madnd's desired 
has exceeded $% billi,on. deknse treaty. W:ishington (urned dow11 this goals would help the country, it was pointed out. 
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l.'.7 June 1968 

Talking Paper f'or the' C!J;c,irJ,1,u1, LTCE',, £'or 8 lQ.cc, 1;:tng w:i. th the JCS 
on 17 June J968 

Subject: Force DjspoGjtion in l CTi (U) 

1. PURPOSE: General Abrams has requested* the reaction of the 
Chairman, J·cs, to a plan of' Gene.,...al Cushm2.n to adopt a mobj le 
posture :i.n western Quang 'l'r·i Provj_nce which ·will ent'3.il phasing 
down forces :from tl1e Khe 3anh area by l Ju 1.y or as soon there­
after as practicable. 

2. RECOMMKNDED POSI~ION: -·-··- --------· ~--------------

a. That the Chairrnnn, JCS~ concur in General Cus~nan's 
proposal as supported by General Abrams. 

-b. That the attached (Eyes Only) message be dispatched. 

3, POINTS SUPPORTING RECOMMENDED POS]TION: 

.,_~,-·-.. -.. -. -a;:-~tre:fe·ns-e··--:trrte:l~}:±gence·--A:::;·ency·--·conc1..n~s····in -·uhe--enerny threat•----·-----··- ... -
and order or battle as stated by Gcner~l Abrams.* 

b. '11hc f:Lxcd base at Ehc .Snnll hac', rc(,u:1r-cc1 a s:ignlf'icant 
number or combat troops in 8. sta t:i.c cl efense role 1·or the pro­
.tection of the base. Bj.gher priority military tasks exist 

•,.·elsewhere in I CTZ. 

· c. The base is at the end o:f a J_one; and tenuous land. LOC which 
requires that additional troops be tied to a security mission. 
When Route 9 is interd :Le ted, an io..Q£<:LLna_,ke amount of avai lab J e 
.airlift resour_ces ls reou1red to supp:L;l the base. 

d. The 'base prcc",cnt~.1 an lnv :\i~ini:: targei; :f'or enemy off'en:::,:l ve 
action. 

e. The base presents a 
. :fires f'rom positions that 
... _ to _political constralnts .. 

fixed tar ·ct :for cross-border artiller• 
cannot be attacked )Y groun ·orces due 

f'. The planned posture provides :flexibility to t~e f'orce 
-- ·commander by af'f'ord.in6 him the capabj_li ty to react to intelligence 

on enemy activity with only the size and composition of' I'orce 
··n~cessary .for the part:i cular requJrcrnent. 'I'his vLi11 :c..elcase 
m~neuver elements for employment in other areas as required. 

g. The good weather during the su~ner dry season favors 
offensive operations by .friendly forces in northern I CTZ. 

·h. To provide the same priority for reinforcement of" Khe Sanh 
as was avallable early in the year would be militarily unwise in 

· vie1,•1 of' the shif't of" the enemy threat ln I CTZ. Renewed enem:y: 
o:f:fensive operations throughout I CTZ v1ouJd f'urther redllc..e. the 

· cjpabiJJ-f of. friendly foJ;;>ce..J:, to reinforce Khc Sanh. 

*MAC 8007 (Eyes Only}/170553Z Jun 68 
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i. The buiJdup oI' new road nets within key areas or 8outh 

Vietnam such as the A Sh2,u Val] ey, Quanr::; '1'in I'rc,virice arvI ·the 
'l'ri-bor,ler ~3.J·l~a p:r-ov:tdc Uic encrny ,·:itlJ." f'lcxi.l,:i.1:itJ 1·;h:·1cl1 
makes hhe Sa11h of J_c~-,~:-cr ·i ;11nor lance tn the: r:1·,,·,·:,1y' :'_; Ir,:-J_ne:uvcr 
capability. 

j . During the sou tJ:n;est :r1onsoon, J<:hc S,1nh as sure;ccc, re Ji, ti veJy 
less importance as the western anchor of' the DMZ c.1.rcc:. defense 

. because NVN is orovicled a better an.cl more c11rcct ·i_n[i-ltJ.,at·ion 
r:,oute directly through the D~,T?: to SVN . 

. 4. O'l'HER VIEWS: 

a. 'Tl1e enemy can and p>:-obably wiJ.J_ cJ.a:trn a mil:i.t,,1°y v:i.ctory 
in the area, arcd will lndlcntc thc,1., the 11 withdrav,o.l" or US/GVN 
f'orces is i'urther 1ndication that the two northerrnnoc:;t provinces 
of' SVN are being "liberated" by NVN. 

b. US political opponents to the military decisions and 
actions taken earJ.i·er this year concern:lr,g Kile Sanh rnay claim that 
the military has f'inally come around to their way of thinking. 

•·-conversely-, ot;her 'criticii iriay' contend that ·no ·part of' SVN Sh.Oltld 
be abandoned to tl1e enemy without a f'ii:,;ht. 

DJ"S ( CUNCl.Jn) (NONCONCUH) ------------

Pre.pared by: 

"ATTACHMENT 

Colonel D. M. Dexter, Jr., USA 
Pacific Division, J-3 
Extension 57008/78853 

bfaf't Reply to MAC 8007 (Eyes Only)/l70553Z Jun 68 
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BACK CHANNEL MESSAU~ 

FROM: GEl\!EEP,L Wl-E.-:ELER, CJCS, 1:Jt,SllINGTOH,. I.~. C. 

TO: GE~ERAL ABRAVS, HQ MACV, SAIGON 

ADMIEAL SHARF", l:Q FllCOi'I, EONDLULU,. J!/\\,:f\Li: 

1. (TS) Ref'ercncc your MAC 8007/J7 □ 553Z J~n ~8. I concur 

propc.,f',al to c:.dor,t c. mobile po,.ctu.re 5.n v:cc:·.tern C),,,1ng 'l'r:i Province. 
I 

Adoption of' this posture v1ill be accompanied by a phas:lng down of' 

with aclopt:ion of t;hc concr:::pt. l~ot on·:y v1.L.ll 11Vl\ try tu n,ake 

Khe Sanh area, but some pol:ltjcal vo1ces m~y b2 raised jn this 

country. Cr:Ltj_c:i.sm may be expcctecl i'r"O'n those v1ho opposed the 

m:tl it ar y dee :L ~" :l.on~, ,':1.ncl ae t;j on:; tu ken car :t.:i , 0,1· t, h:L~; yc-,,'tr concern :i. ng 

Khc Sanh. 

ported the holding of' Kllc Sanh dur:ing the deba tcs lc:cst w:tnter. 

I undoubtedly wi~1 l be asked by h:igher authority },ow wcc: ·,,,_i_J 1. 

accommodate jn the puhJic and congressional arena o0r current 

views w1U1 those we prcvj_ously held. I believe our best approach 

is to cmpha::;:i.zc the dynam.Lc,.; of' the n:ituation and flex1b:ll:Lty of' 

tacticaJ. rcnpon~c. 

on the elements of' a Public Af'f'airs plan to support your abandonment 

of' Khe Sanh base. 

TOP SECJmT 

DECLASSIFIED 



·.:, 

DECLASSIFIED 

A03Hl3-dnw 
11 Jul 1968 

ITEM: Reduction of the Khe Sanh Combat Base 

BACKGROUND: ( u) 

The first occupation in force of Khe Sanh by Marine 
units was in September 1966 by 1st Bn, 3d Marines 
during Operation PRAIRIE. 

During April and May 1967, Khe Sanh was the scene 
of heavy fighting when units of the 3d Marines surprised 
enemy f o r c es i n the Hi 11 8 61 - Hi 11 s 8 81 North and South 
complex. 

Early in 1968, as a result of increased enemy activity, 
the 26th Marines was brought to full strength and rein­
forced by 1st Bn, 9th Marines. This unit, with its com­
bat support and combat service support elements and an 
ARVN Ranger Battalion, held the Khe Sanh combat base 
against significant enemy forces for a period of more 
than 70 days at which time, late in March, the enemy units 
began to withdraw from the area. 

Operation PEGASUS commenced on l April 1968. This 
operation completed the defeat of NVA forces in the Khe 
Sanh area and reopened Route 9. 

Operation SCOTLAND II, which commenced on 15 April and 
i~ currently in progress, has continued to inflict heavy 
losses on the enemy. 

STATUS: 

(TS) On 17 iJune 1968, the Chairman, JCS concurred in 
CG, III MAF's prnposal to adopt a mobile posture in 
western Quang Tri Province with the concomitant phase 
down of forces in the Khe Sanh area. The proposal was 
based on the following information: 

a. The fixed base at Khe Sanh has required a signif­
icant number of combat troops in a static defense role 
for the protection of the base. Higher priority military 
tasks exist elsewhere in I Corps Tactical Zone. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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b. The base is at the end of a long and tenuous land 
LOC which requires that additional troops be tied to a 
security mission. When Route 9 is interdicted, an 
inordinate amount of available airlift resources is 
required to supply the base. 

c. The base presents an inviting target 
offensive action. Additionally, it presents 
target for cross border artillery fires from 
that cannot be attacked by ground forces due 
constraints. 

for enemy 
a fixed 
positions 
to political 

d. This. posture will provide flexibility to the force 
commander by affording him the capability to react to 
intelligence on enemy activity with only the size and 
composition of force necessary for the particular require­
ment. This will release maneuver elements for employ­
ment in other areas as required. 

e. The good weather during the summer dry season. 
favors offensive operations by friendly forces in 
northern I CTZ. 

f. To provide the same priority for reinforcement of 
Khe Sanh as was available early in the year would be 
militarily unwise. In view of the shift of the enemy 
threat in I CTZ, renewed enemy offensive operations 
throughout I CTZ would further reduce the capability of 
friendly forces to reinforce Khe Sanh. 

g. The building of new road nets within key areas 
of South Vietnam such as the Ashau Valley, Quang Tin 
Province and the Tri-border area provide the enemy with 
a flexibility which makes Khe Sanh of lesser importance 
to the enemy's maneuver capability. 

h. During the southwest monsoon, Khe Sanh assumes 
relatively less importance as the western anchor of the 
DMZ area defense because the NVA is provided a better 
and more direct infiltration route directly through the 
DMZ to SVN. 

(S) Based on the above, work commenced on the 
evacuation of equipment and material from the Khe Sanh 
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-combat base and on the destruction of fortifications,· 
structure and grade III ammunition. Evacuation of 
.the combat base was completed on 5 July 1968. 

RECOMMENDATION: ( u) 

For discussion with: 

CINCPAC 
COMUSMACV 
CG, FMFPAC 
CG, I I I MA F . 

. DISPOSITION: 
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INFO: CINCPAC 

UNCLASS DEF 3549 
SUBJ; N. Y. Times Story on Khe Sanh 

Following story, no by-line~ iippeared page,!, 

,Times, 27 June 68: 

WASHINGTON, June 26---Khesanh, the United States 

Marine base in northwest South Vietnam that became the symbol 

of a controversial military strategy, is being abandoned, accord 

ing to a dispatch in The Baltimore Sun •. 

The report states that the withdrawal has been accompanied 

by a build-up of several United States combat bases a few miles 

to the east, just out of range o,f North Vietnamese guns. Among 

the bases that are being strengthened, The Sun reports, are 

Landing Zone Stud and the hilltop camps named Hawk, Cates 

and Mike. 
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F'ROM: 

•------'Col L_._Q,_Hill Jr. 728.73 

The Defense Department declined to comment on the dispatch' 

which was sent from Khesang on June 24 by a Sun correspondent, 

John S. CarroU, and published in the newspaper yesterday. 

In Saigon it was announced that Mr.' Carrol!l s military 

accreditation had been suspended indefinitely because he had 

-- broken rules that forbid discussion of future plans,· operations or 

strikes to insure the protection of troops. 

No Confirmation ·or Denial 

The military officials in Saigon said there would be no con­

firmation or denia'i of the Carroll dispatch. Brig. · Gen. Winant ~ 

Sidle, the American chief of information in Saigon, warned corre -

pendents that they would loose thekr credentials if their dispatche 

de scribed the situation at Khesan. 

The general also urged correspondents not to report on the 

decision to'lift Mr. Carroll's credentials. Such reports might te 

to confirm the dispatch in The Sun, he said, and thus help the ene y. 

But they would not be considered violations of security ·regulation , he said, •. · 

. . ' . 

(Rest of story quotes extensively from· the Carroll story in the Su 
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S1nco March, 1965, tne Marina (orp§ nas teen conducting 
essentially laod warfare 1n I Cor~s area of South Vietnam. 
Has this derogated the acph1~1ouz capa~iltty of the Corps? 
Goes 1t ap~)ear tiiat the ;iarine Forces in Vietnam ~1i1l 
continue to conduct this type of combat for the fores~e­
ai:.le future? 

While it is true that the Marine Corps has been con­
ducting essentially a land war in I Corps, our ampllibious 
capability has not bean derogated. In addition to Marine 
combat forces ashore, two Special Landing forces (SLF). 
one of wh1ch was activated in April, 1967, have been main· 
tained afloat in Amphi~ious Ready Grouµ shipping of th~ 
7th Fleet. On over 40 occasions since March 1965. H•rine 
units l1ave conducted &~phib1ous assaults from the delta to the 
DHZ. Amphibious ra1ds and participation in larger operations 
ashore have demonstrated the versatility and effectiveness 
of the Navy-~artne Corps Tearas in the Vietnam environment. 

Since the battalion landing teams and their supporting 
helicopter squadrons of tne SLF 1 s are rotated periodically. 
we currently have more personnel experienced in amphibious 
operations in a corn~at environment than at any time since 
World War 11. And while l see oo changa 1n our commitment 
1n I Corps in tho foreseoabla future, the Marine Corps will 
continue to take maximum advantage of its aoility to conduct 
amphibious operations in conjunction with our operations ashore. 

( 
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.0.03ri13-dnw 

QU£STI0~1 111: 

The village of Khe Sanh in South Vietnam has been in and 
out of the news repeatedly since early 1966. Is Khe Sanh 
of truly strate91c or tactical significance to Marine 
operations or does its ownership have more psychological 
significance? 

ANSWER: 

Our rea5ons aru both military and psychologtcal. 
M111tari1y. Khe Sanh ts the western anchor of our positions 
along the DMZ~ the next terrain suitable for a base complex 
is at the Camp Carroll - Rockpile area some fifteen miles 
to the east. To evacuate the Khe Sanh area would be to 
give up virtually half of the width of the country opposite 
NVHt and would provide the enemy virtually free access to 
the coastal regions behind our DMZ positions. In add1t1on, 
the mountain chain in western SYN runs generally parallel 
to the coast. and evacuation of Khe Sanh would provide the 
enemy a fairly straight LOC from NVN 1nto the southern 
end of the A Shau Valley. This would permit him the use 
of a dry LOC throughout the year either 1n SVN or 1n 
Laos, depend1 ng upon the monsoon season. (Laos 1 s dry in the 
winter, I Corps is dry in the summer.) It would also solve 
many lo91$tical proble~s for NVN in its avowed objective of 
seizing the northern two provinces of SVN. 

Psycholog1ca11y, we have the objective of preventing the 
enemy from accomp11shing his stated goal of seizing Quang 
Tr1 and Thua Tn1en Provinces. The I Corps area contains nearly 
20 percent of the country's population, about 800.000 of whom 
live 1n the northern two provinces. The geography of these 
two provinces provides the enemy many advantages: the 
distance from the Laos border is short (averaging about 
30-40 miles), the en~my supply lines are short and over three­
fourths of the land 1s jun~le covered. Yet a significant 
portion of the country•, population li<,ves here. and they 
cannot be abindoned. 

Evacuation of •· ,., Khe S&nh would prov1 de many advantages 
to the enemy - mor- than we can afford. The Joint Chiefs of 
Staff consider that our base at Khe Sanh ~hould be retained 
and that it cen and will be held. 

DECLASSIFIED 



.' 
;ii' 
r 

Mrs. Sertha Minning 
4371 Webster Avenye 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236 

Dear Mrs. Minning: 

DECLASSIFIED 

2 1 Mf\R 1968 

The Secretary of the Navy has asked that l reply to your 
letter of 4 March 1968 add~essed to the Secretary of 
Defense concerning the Marine combat base at Khe Sanh. 

Khe Sann. as you know, 1s a pa-rt of a system of patrol 
bases astride the infiltration routes into South Vietnam. 
This defensive system was organized at the direction of 
the operational commander in Vietnam in 1966 tc thwat"t 
a major enemy invasion across the Oemilitar1xed Zone. 
Since that time, Marine units 1n the DMZ area have de• 
feated seven such attempted invasions by large scale 
forces. Additionally. our continued presenee denies 
the enemy relatively easy access routes to the major 
population centers of the northern provinces including 
possible use of Route 9, the only east-west route 1n 
the nortnern portion of South Vietnam. 

Khe S&nh is the western anchor of our mutually supporting 
positions in the O.MZ. A withdrawal from Khe Sanh would 
require a fall beet to another position equally susceptible 
to attack. or the withdrawal of forces occupying other 
positions along the DMZ as well. A withdrawal of this 
type would result iR larger scale confrontations with the 
enemy in the more populated areas and urcon centers, plus 
subjecting our m111tary logistics installations and lines 
of commun1cat1ons to more frequent attack by major forces. 

Substantial Marine forces are deployed at Khe Sanh and 
occupy an extensive complex of mutually supporting, forti-
fied positions. In addition to the artillery units at 
Khe Sann, 175mm guns are in positions from which to provide 
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support, as required. Marine, Navy and Air Force planes, 
ranging from jet attack aircraft to 8-52 bombers, are 
ava 11 ab 1 e to bombard the enemy pos 1 ti ons on an around­
the-cl ock basis. Furthermore, sizable numbers of addi­
tional troop units are available 1n I Corps Tactical 
Zone for reinforcement should the situation warrant. 

With respect to enemy tunne 1i ng 1 n the Khe Sanh area, 
our forces are employing various methods to detect th1s 
activity ranging from the use of simple stethoscopes to 
sophisticated seismic devices. Other detection dew1ces 
which have been under study and analysis here 1n·the 
United States w111 soon be available to our units 1n 
Vietnam. Add1t1onal1y, the area surrounding Khe Sanh 
1s under constant ground and aerial observation and 
all known trench works and potential tunnel areas are 
subjected to intense bombardment by artillery and a1 r 
strike,. 

Your suggestion regarding the use of water to flood 
tunnels is apprectated and you may be sure that all 
feas1ble methods will be utilized. 

While Marine pre$ence in the DMZ area 1s a heavy and 
challenging commitment, it is this presence which impedes 
more direct North Vietnamese invasion. 

Again thanks for your suggestion and I trust that this 
information will allay somewhat your concern. 

Sincerely. 

lt. G. ows};s, JR. 
Brigadier G0.1q:·;-,', :,, :', ;•t::1·.·ine Corps 

Assistant Cni0f of ~taff, G-3 
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Senator Hugh Scott 
Un1ted States Senate 
Washington, O.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Scott; 

This letter 1s in reply to your inquiry of 14 March 1968 
on behalf of Mrs. Jerralee Gay, whose husband, Staff 
Sergeant John a. Gay, diad in Vietnam. 

The commander of a unit conducting combat operations in a 
populated area such as the e1ty of Hue is continually 
faced with decisions which affect not only h1s own forces 
btit the lives of innocent ctvHians as well. He must 
make the judgment as to the course of action to be p~rsued 
which w111 assure the successful aecomplishmant of his 
mission with minimum loss of life to his personnel aod 
civilians. The duration of operations in the city of Hue 
was extended in order to reduce the hazard to our Marines 
and to Vietnamese c1v111ans. You may rest assured that 
no commander would endanger the life of a single one of 
hts men when weighed against the preservation of "art 
treesuNs". · 

Our units at Hue had. and used, the requ1s1te supporting 
arm, to successfully accomplish their assigned tasks. 
Despite adve~se weather eonditions and a natural 
reluctance to destroy portions of the city that are of 
deep cultural significance to the Vietnamese people, 
artillery, naval gunfire and tactical air strikes were 
used extensively and played a significant part 1n bring• 
ing this operat1on to a successful concluston. 

furtbermore. up to eleven Vietnamese battalions partici­
pated in the combat operations in Hue. It was the 
Vietnamese units that r@captured the major portion of 
the Citadel. Roughly three times as many Vietnamese 
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ttoaorabla A1phCD%0 iftl l 
Mouse of Representa*iv~s 
WashiagtOBa o.c. 20SiS 

ih'Utl" t4r. B" 11; 

2 2 MAR 1968 

Tilfs latter is h• reply to your in~uf ry e'f 14 Marcb 
ltoa OB behalf of Mr. Edgar F. Wright COillCei'"niag .. 
Mariat •Peratfons. 

As ijr. Wrijilt bas correctly surmised, there are htdi,., 
cations t.iiat th~ eumy nas b~aa tunne11~i 1n tni K~e 
S1aa ~r~u, .. To counter this activi·ty, our ferces iA 
additi" to patr91liD·9 are e@ploy1nf: VU"i@us il'IOtt.'1d$ 
to ~etect digging. riu,ihli ft•M· the use of simple 
suthescopei te soph1sti&ate-d tteist11c devie~s. Ot~r 
d<tt:ectton devices which offer promisa are being 
tested her@ 1n th$ Uafted States 12nd if ~J'actieaole. 
wtll be av;ailaele to our units fn Vhttfu1m., Addi­
t1ona1ly. taQ ar@'a.surre.unding. Khe Santa is under 
eonstilat gf'CHntd or «G'lrial obse1"1atf01.t anc all to~e~' 
t·rench works and piitentta.1 tu1ui.el u·&as art! subje-cte-G 
to taten,e ttombard•at by artn l<tf"Y a~~ ,~ .. strik~$, .. 

: . f.J,• 
Subtuatfal ~•~fne forces are cteployed at lhe Sanh · 
ant occupy a• extaflsive c@fflpl~x of mutually sup,o,Ptiag, 
fortffied po,1ttot1s. hi a4~it1on to the ~rtillff.V . 
w,,tts at Khs Sa1th'., 17501m gwn a.re 1n po1ttitHil frGat 
wbtci'i ttrny can iu•tu1hAi!! s.tq.1po1>t. as requf're•d·. fftivHirtNb 
of ii&rtne. ~avy af'K! Air Force plan~s. r&fl~ing ,,,.em 
attack aircraft to haavy bombers. ar~ availabl~ to 
E)omi>ard t,-~ eitetay positions co au aPound-the--eloc:&. 
bash. Fl.irt}}ermore, sizabl@ auwoers of ad41tio1tcl 
troop, units i.lra Bvailiihle in l Corps Tactic&1 Zr.ii~@ 
fer re1i»fcrcemeot should thti s1 tuaticn wiu"rant. 
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Please c(uivey e.y approctatlon to ~r. wf'i9ht fer his 
interest in tmprov1c~ tfte effactiYe~ess of cur co~bat 
operations in V1itDam. 

Eecl. 

R. G. OWENS, JR. 
Brigadier General» u. s. Marine Corps 

Assis;au~ .9hi@t or ~tatf,. G-3 

(1) Lt, fr-om t~,. ~,i ght dtted 9 Maren 1961. 

Copy to: SECMAV 12-2684 
OSD 116144 
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hAS1S. CHKPAC, COivli.JSMACVP C'lNCP-ACFLTP CG lII :VIAF-AND 
TtHS ikADOUPF-.Tt.RS ALL C()NCUR,-o. . '· 

F-. f>ROt->OSED CITA TIOI\J FOLLOWS.~ . ·•
0

• 

j O • FOR EXTRACR(Jil;l\r\Y:fHER{iYSM {N ACJlON AGA,IrJS'( NORTH 
; vIETNAi-,ESE /.~MY FO'.:{CES .QURl NJ~, THE bATTLE. FOR KHE $ANH 
- 1:1 ·rt·1E REPLJbLIC uF'VIE"fNAM .=.fiOM 20 JANUARY r-o l APRIL 

O 196R ~ DUR H,e:,·,· TH IS PE·F I OD~ 1 :--lE 26 TH :S1AR (RE I,~) 1-.:AS/ 
ASSJG!--.:C:D T~E.; T;:.S1' Or DE;'F!:.NlJING THE KHE S:A:\Jrl ·,or-H3A'li 
t'>ASE r1t.JO lhE;v1T;...L,POSI,!IONS,;AT HILLS P.81 Sq~THo , 

O ;,;.,1-A, 5S8 /li';D 950 ~. AL.~ OF l·IH I CH;;_ O\iEF<LO0KED _CR IT I'CAL 
: · ,\cUES OF APFF-OACH F'fWM L'AUSo :~t.. THOUC~H CONfROr,+'TED ci'lf 

1 
1,✓ 0 .FIKST Llh/E :~uRTH' VltTi~AVr~SE J:\R~Y DIV1Sl◊l'IIS~ 130TH. 

,,... ;. t.: lNFO:,CED H't' l 1E ~ VY 1'\t-!Ll'~ fv',E[JibM ART! l.LERY AND. ROCK"ETS Q 

v (,')!) co,,ST/\NTLY Sl!KJEC1t.0 TO :JrHENSlVE f::N£i,,'\Y FH:E ANO 
1:r::u·.1\; r1.i::Ss l::M:~r:.y GROUfil)., AT-, /'d;K::, oY L.J~dTS: I.JP 1·c, f~E\].I-

-·-: 1 N1M .. ---~l/f_, -Yt,t: ?nY1, M'Af..1 ,,·H:·YN> u,u11:1Gi::oust..,'f v,AtN-"' ) . ' 
•·· :,\liJH, 1'11c:L1-. ~•v--:,1rr01-i', f\r~1.l '5r1cu:::~ 1·,1-11,_~.Y T,1v:A'R1CD THr: 

f 1,Li:,y,,, 1,(,(,/,lil.1So o:,i r,Ui,1Li{uUC) uCCA'.,:,Hii'\JS,·. \"l-i7.'.: cu-.,r,A1' 
r- :-r,':.F. '-,,y;1 f1H.;;:fj Hc.1\\/Y t !•jf::MY ~OCKf.: 1( i'..I\JU MflllLE'.f~Y AY­.._,, -· 

:"1 i 

DECLASSIFIED 

AVE-



1 
i 

DECLASSIFIED 

~, i r,Gf .j 1-<ut'.HF/v.t, ?~4:-'; lH,CU.\S E i;:- T 0 
\... i,<Ji--'HD [VAC(;f,ilO,li ,H)r.RHTlOr,s·oF l'.ht: ,,.:l.Y~DED,~~F.CAM£; 

1 ,k ?,,~.t,;d,Y ~·,l:.,Si.O,~ uF T,1F.. Hf;i_lUJtr: - Ui\JlT~, <,.JF THZ, 
.,.-, f-1r-<S'f ,v,;,f-dl\:t Ali~U~i\·f1 :di~G. J;•J i_Af-<c. (:;[ASU!,'[:· DUE 
' hl THI-~ ~~t.LFLt.SS ML) hC:kOlC u:..:-vns ur-: Tljl f>fLOfS ~\ND, 

1r"lElR Ci~tl'-'S, Cifm Gt:'Si---'IT~ ~)E.E~1/jtJLY Ir~SUR~QU1\JJ;'\J5LE ORSTA­
•. CL.[Su ,HJi:,t.fWUS /i1'Rlf'J[ L.IVES \•,EkE. St,Vc:.D ANO T.r::E MATE- ·.;:. 

c. RIALS iJECESSMn For< sus'Thli',ED co:,H1,T \'.ERE rv:AbE c0N1·1NIJALLY 
1'.VAYLAriLE.. CuRH1G r·Hc HEt.vrEst ~01-1sooN Vl-EA1HtR PEIR:t= · 

r DUa hHt-::.rJ AERIAL h'.ESUf-'PLY M~a:t·AER'lAL FIFI'£: SUf?POiH.iWE:REO::,. 
"--' DIMINISHED, lHE. ~nTH r-....c{R <RE:ilN) RD•I\INED, RE5;0LUTff-0ANO\· 

[)1SPLAYED ThE ULTL>JJATE ,:fN FO'ffTITUDI: f,l'Hf··oElE,1~\qMP(f'ION}·· 
c, r,s THEY Gi',LL,i.lJTL y P(<vS°E'.CuTE.~'·,:ri-~i D[ FEt'-JSE' OF/THE ~;SE.-:-.:'. 

l,i-ilC.H T•-iEY HAD tkUl co:✓,},~;:.;JL:,ED TO ;H( 1LD. THROUGH TH;[ 
i. i lJOr,·, IT A5LE \•; 1 LL, c;:r~[lUK'AlJC C ·:A:>W .$ H /\l)F /',$1 C'c:i'VP AGE. '.,QF 

C THl 26TH J✓J,'F< (,,-::,:IN) AND THr:. -O!ST_l!'JGUlSHiD EltFOrHS/. .. OF 
1HE f-.-'E1·J V,'HL PRuvlDE'.-l) THE: A1R su~~ORT ro:lHE':DEFENOERSd 
1Ht: KHf__ SAM-1 Cu'--ldAT HASE i•J11S· Ht-::.LD [lt,JD THE E"NEMY \~AS . .:, 

C, N:CXSIVELY Ci£FU\TELh RE1.SULTHJG fN h131' K!L\sED IN AC-
. TION, THE C.i\tJTURt. J)F E·IGHT S·OLDIERS ANQ:,,.FIFrY-FOCJR :,; 

1 iJD'l V IUUAL l'.IND T\•JE!,\!'TY..:.pt,iuR CREW ;&Ef--VED :wEAP.6NS CONF 15 ... ,: 
,./\?.-' :-:-:,:,;; .,.... / 

t O /,\ ;,t 
,, 

., --u. 
r' J\GE 4 R\.)HhF/.,A 2'.:>48 UNC-LAS e:, F 'f; 0 _ 
CAT.ED• BY Tt-,E.IR GALLANT f-IbHTii'-JG SP.IRIT AND,THEIR'' 

t ~ ~ : . . 

IrJDlVIDtl/.\L /,CTS uFHF.RulSi-1 t;,ND DAfHI-JGp THr MEN Of: THE 
2nTH :1AR C h:E'lt~l CRt:ATEQ': A KECORD·,. OF ILLUSTF<'I'.OUS COUR~ 

I - AGE /ilJI) OE·TEk~Hl~AT10hl 1~HlCHO:\,-,'\Sdil'J Kl:E.PlNG i~1ITH THE 
HIGHEST TkA[JlilONS OF T'HE /1,;/\;RlNE, CORPS .. AND OF THE; 

.r UhJl TELJ STATES NAVAL SEf\VlCE~ti. ~. .;,. ::,, 
V R r ·, ;., . ,., . ,. 
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0 
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PAGE 2 RUHHF'MA 883 C (0 NJ r K O E N T J J.\' 11,· 
1

·: '.:,1'
1 

'.·. 

DEL 1VER ED TO XKE SA NH' ON A {H\ U. Y B.tiS IS'. AS iAXP.L I FT IS AVAll,U3lEo· . 
EACH SMALL BUNXER <EI~:ttr BY EI~Hr BY E!"HrnT, r!) REQUIRES ONE :·c-usa ., 
LIFT WITH MUt.!UPLl! LI!?!S R1tQU1f{ED FOR l,ARGER 8Ut'1l<ERSo 

.. 8,,.PRIO.~ TO li3DE~7 0 TH~ BU'NK£Ft .. Rl!tQUI.REMENTS FOR THE Ol\lt· ··_. 
sA1T ALUON U,ND l NG TEtS~ F-"ORC_E __ Ai. KHE SANH 'l,J_~S CONS iDEPED ADE'QUAYE~-"\ 
EE-GI N:-Jl NG f3DECS7 0 'f ]{! SASE, WAS R'.:: Hff OR CED BY THREE ADDI Tl ONAll.. ... ·:····· 
E.3.!TALI0NS AND A cmRESPONllING INCREASE IN- NUMBERS OF BUNX[RS Wl4~ . 
REQUIREDo THESE ADDITIONAL .FORCES ALSO. REQUIRED 'AN INCREASE 01 ,: 
RES UP ?LY AIR-LI FT FR O.~tl SIXlY SHO~T TON$ PER DAY TO 185 SHORT TONS 
PER DAY O AND SIXTEEN MUJNDRED SHORT TOt-J.S OF. SU?PLY WERE REQUIRED 
TO MEET MI NIM U'.~ STOCK !LEVE'i.,:So t HI t R EQU IREME~JT ?LACED HEAVY OE• 
MA 1JD S ON THE .iWAYt ABU! A IRL-.H'T ,/ :U:C:R E~.:cSED. 'ANT !?AIR CR AFT FXRE. •;, 
M,Jn HJC0:HNG R0Ut\i)S l~WDINt:i ON'_•Tl:E AIR. rHl.D 0 ALONG WITH DElAifS. 
C,\JSE:D BY POOR FL v:.: NG: ;!/J.IEATHER p fLR rm:r-r, HAMPERED !HE DEL IVERY OF' ,._. 
SJNXERS i\S t'1Elt AS OTfuER COMBAT ESSEtffXAL MATERIAlo -: 

Co PRE""..CUT ,'L_U[j_BEfL.-,J\Ni,) ... 91-.,H.;Jt.Jf.:W'( :l!QJ,H_P.ME:_!f[ 1S BEX NG DEl!\J-·· 
ER-ED---~· :r.~O\J 7.&.L!JI!-@E. ~.EA.~8,CJ.:£1,D.:~ E);JB.aCl.J))~_J;1(t.~.op" 0,F'_ ~J~~!OEL!,V-~ 
E.Fl..c.X,o- 1'1.XlJ:L,llV.£ .. .SmlJ_~~,,,J>.ER,..._J)J,\J.,,,,§J:r:il?J~eJJH HOW EV~ o PR"'St l'ft A'VA:ltT 
ABXllTY Or lOW-AL'leITUil!E PARACHUTE 1£XTR·ACYXON SYSTEM EQUI.PMENr HAS 
LIMITED OPERATIONS TOIL~W AVERAGE OF' C)~1Y ii\!10 SO!'fl'IES PER DAVo- · 

• l,1 ·.". . , 
r' ·, ·,. ,_ i. ,,f 

- . 
P~Cr: :S RUHHFMA 88:SC © '.~ f IO tt ~ T 1 'C:. l-': 
r1DJn'HHl1,L .~SS~~'l'S ARE :JEINtJ 08l'~INS0a .; 
~!., i:..~t.~tiMM\lt_'fv AU, SU1.'\?LXE:·si) '.l'.l~CUJDXN~ l>'O~TXF'!C.41ION MATEHXAt!), 
~.~ ~= a{{NC(\)'r,;L YV £R'l!'D fr.,'[ riHE'""''S}~l~}(-A:r·r-< A'PYOLV"""'i\\S ·t«E ·srYuArtO\\f"Wlli. 

~ ,....,_. . .,.,,,., •.•• ""'¥'"'' -1-• ... -··• ...,,.,. • ' ,...:.r..,.. , I 
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Pft,GE 3 YYNA 4279 C O N F l' D E N T I vA L ~ECAT EXClUSI 
'vJAS RE,PO'.·HED TO HAVE.-'-SQD 'A BOTTLE oi;-:· L IQtJ;OR TQ-
A' MARINE FOR TvJENTY-F'IVE D·.QLARS .. 1MMEOIA1f£ 
STEPS. WERE, TAl<'.EN WITlf SENY:ffi AIR F'CRC'-E 01-··tICER · 
PRESc'.NI TO 'PRECLUDE ")ZURT Hrlt SIMILAR !=ij_Cirfft~NTS.., f 

f.ft' ST'1A,;rEME;N-T ~ "NO Cei'U3AT G'i:ZR ·OR PONCH~OS ,r"Q' ., 
SLEEP 'IN?· tNOT TO .MENTION fl'!AIL ':¢R BEER'!*~. ;{;,: 
CD THEREl-{AS NEVER Bs,E ti! AN?<. SH'.m r AGE \fJF; ·c•q'MB.I\T ~­
EQUI Pt"i'ENT. WHICH MOUL:0), AFFE'CT 'H,IS UNl'ttS CO:r1BAT Er7 

• r' • 4 " • :!: r,:p"., 1 

FI C I ENCY o . · , '. >::. · ·. · ; - , ._. ::-, . ''·" . 
(2) T}{ERE IS CURijlllTL~; A 15::,.·nAY SUPPL Y:i·OF :FrETR07 

' LEUM P,-RODUCTS Olll.~ HAND, AT H,1tL .:881 S AN.P A :~ASIC :At 7 
LOWANCE PLUS 5 D:AYS SUPPLY IQF AMMUNIT"lONo\t. 
CRGANJ'"ZATIONAL/IN::JIVl'OUAL EQUfPMENT AND rlELD , 
FORTl'r"tC.AIION SUPPL IE,$ AR~_;AV'P.i,ILABLE. f.S''REQUIREDo • 
(J) BEER HAS N~VER BEEN Pi:fOv"IDEO TO HILL 8'8 IS F.OR • ·· 
THE REASON PR EV tOUSL Y ST A T,EDo ._ · ·· , .. 

V: 

4o CO~CLUS10N: LIEUTENANT ,.AMMO'N HAS BEEN GUILTY OF' 
M!NOR EXAGGERATlONo BEYONDTHI.S\; HE APfEARS TO BE THE ·:@ 
vxcrrn OF .POOR •. HJDGEM:ENT ~~ Tff:E PART,~' ... < , .. ~·· ., -}~PAt 

., ' ,•,t \, ,;~t ;;0,4·:~-00,· 
t;;'" I • ,:<-~ • •, ~~- Is •,t ;, ' ~lJ::{I 

PAGE 4 YYN-.i1. 427Sl C O 'N r 1.D 1:;:· ill 't I AL, SPECA1''. EXCt"USIVtl\Y{J;[()·:· 
Or'" HIS p·pJ:fEN'fS IN PUBtICIZ.ING HIS PRIVATE'.'.CORRE·SPONDENCEo , . 
5., FOR CODE CHB-2~ CC'11MEN"f:S Ht PARAGRAPH ~i. ABOVF. CONCERNING • 
MA !L A ND FOOD DEL IVER !ES ARE E:QU ALLY APPL, ICA BLE TO R l~Fl::RENC£ B1:1 
GP74 . . 
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·_r, ···--~·--; 

_J f:~-r ... : i;rt1:c 1{. ~"'t;~ i't. :: 
·;,L)i\·~· sud\\ Y ;itU~ 

I 

F'1~G~: ',, Y'r'Nf\ ,~:'77, C O·-N ~- r''li E Iv T nA L D,·r·r;,Yf :-,,;rvu~:Jv£\MGJ::D. 
-'JI'- LO c--1·c·"'<'" A.{" 0i''" tll"7"'-'··,:\'"""'~"\J HI tit·.-(,o'.•C tl o··., 5 1.,)'t•'{•"~i,'/, tx i_ l I 1 ;:, 1 •., r '.) ~ . ,, ., ,, r i .. : 1 , .. ;,., c ,, • LL.; .:1,-, 1-i~- , , /\ o ·': · '· · . ,:1, 

DAYS SUPPLY lJr- r'NDIVWCl'\L:f,;r\TI.o::s ON{HP,tJD;~ PLUS ·, ., >··ti 
SUPPLE0;ENTS COt:S:lSTI"N_G OF ,24 LOWES Q}: rn;'E;,SH . ''- . ,:'· 
t'READ 9 TW,0 C~SES- OF C''ANNE!f''.Mit;'Xp THR;;.;'l:: CA'SES 01 ,' 
FRESH ORANGE AND';'REGLILARV(,SU<~PL IED · Sl1NDR.JES ;-
RAC XS ( er GAR ETTE.S ~ ro;or H P,A:ST L,Ei 0) 0 AS O~}:,:J 903 5l~li.l p 

·rnrnE WERE 19.5 DAYs,::suP?t;iY 1t> i: 
OF '.::ATI0NS 0~l HANDo , .. .., •. 

B~ STATEi"lENT: "PUT PART O,F;,PLA-!0010 otirLINE AND, 
SWEPT THROUGH GARBAGE DU:1-P; [V:ERYONE.o,or. 
?LEUTY TO FILL s:fO:,iAfHS Ll~E 'l{OBOESo ~:·.,· --·, 
CO~MENT: · . ·· '·" . : . ;·:· 
{l) WHEN St,JBSIST~ING Q,N "C}~\RA~~'IONS . 
TROOPS .~RE' LI KEL y ro•:iP ISCAtt:?D TJ{E LESS'" FAVORED I'TEMS 
OF' THE RATION; I;,,E.,<CANNEO ER:F.:AD 9 PEANUT'>BUTTER 0 

HAM AND LIMA BE1\'NS, ElC. WHEN)JJEATHER:.·pREVlHF:D-:RE 
SUPPLY~ iT ivAS T.O BE ,EXPECTED '.iHAT PREVIO;USLY 01S7 
CAR:JED 9 SUT STILL SEALED 9 .'.:>CANS'. OF FOOD WOULD BE 
RECOVH:'ED AND CONSUMED., ,i. · . . 
Co STATEMENT: "CO:·i?A.NY HAS HAD'i ONLY CNE B_AG OF 
MAIL WITHIN LASL FOUR'. OR r.1I'VE :'.1.1tEEXSo .. :: 

,., ... 
.. ' ,,.; • ! . •, ·• ', ">,\, ·, ~: •-ol::-·• 

?AGE 6 YYNA 4277:C.c 0· ... ,N· F I~:•o E' N' T I "A L '!SPECAT EXCL·USIVE,.'fY!CrrJ 
COMMENT i · :·· ·':{~ ' ;,{ ii· / · '.. ,(., .~4? · 
(D MAIL DELIVER.Y HAS- BEEN/',POORo DURt,'wo lH.E MON;TH ,. '}' 
OF f''E8RUARY 9 90,,(il3 .-P:'OUND's'", <4'S,"'365 SH'.ORT :tie NS) ;OF' , , 
M.AIL WERE DELIVERED ;TfO KHEtSAr:fHo ,_",. ':'. :,<. 
<2) UNTIL iHE EMD Of.'\fEB-R-0.;ARr{, ALL M~;,U •. r'OR KHE,.. ,, 
SANH ~IAS PORW./:\RD.E:O F,RtQM DA-WA'N:{'f/PHU 8,Ml' BY?:;,THE ·· · ii" 

EH H A ER 1 At. P OR f~i C O'•l PA NY 9 ps A ti, 111 i,fA·F' H}fS NOW 
ASSUMED THE TASK- OF F:O.l\iJARDING., lHE '<l-iE Sf\N:H MAll. 
AND DlSPAT'CHES rr rn'Q½ DONG KA;, '' ' 
CS) rCR THE PERIOD i""i? "'IARCK 9 'i[\l·CLUSIVE0 79 9 980 
POUr~DS (3~¢ 99 SHORT TONS) br MAIL 1.JERt DEL'!VRED 
YO KHE S/d.JH. nr MAF IS PRESENTLY DEVISING A SYSTEM 
'f() [TEAK OOIJN MA1L FG'R HEt:rcoPTER DEL1VRY TO 
SPECIFIC TACTICAL LOCATIONS 9 !NCLUDING HILL 881S0 
(4) TWE:iJTY .. HJO BAGS OF MAIL ARE CURRENTLY AT -
KHE SANH AWAIT I NG DEL.IVERY TO· HILL 88 lSo ·ADDRES$I NG 
LIEUT A~MON'S CASE SPECIPI¢ALLY, EL2VEN B~GS OF.MAIL 
WER~:DSL IVRED ON 18 MAF: CH l-0 "W' C0:"1PANY . . 
0)\ l'"l L \ aa•,.s ri,,:•; "l ,,.;:,"? FX't'v'·l"\PS f\C'I rv· C'D"". ,, r7 .l • 1, · , a nl, ., H ,.l .i ti 1,, .l -.. U , l,J '-'I.. , C.il , 

ro .. M .. CO~lPA NY OCCURRED OJ~ -.7 M.4R Cl-L <, . , ·. 
Bl 

·•' 
, ~y :~ . . 
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?t,GZ :S '{'(t:f; /4?77 C: 0 N f ·r D E N T I, A L ,;S?C:CH E:XCLUSI 
(3) )l:~I'.~G Ti--:~ FIRST• 19 DA'r'S Or :11 :,lClio T1ifPr: '.'.'::-:RE 
13 CLOUDY r T1/0 ?A?TUf Cl 01.Ju Y tft•:D r-0\Jf{· OV)::-RCAST. 
DAYSo :,,,oqNI1,:G HOV'ls·,H~VE .8.t~N~·cH,-;1r,C'i''I(RZEP BY .. 
FOG, :,LTHOUC:H RAitlFM:J_ H~s· BF:~n '.1..IG'.KT. V;t:~IP.l,LjTY ,. 
'!N THE GENERAL AREA,·'AVERA:GED. bi,LY 4,/7,•YllC,1~:s; ,:,y 
HO',IEVER, LO'.iJ-HANGli~G{.CLOUDS .AND F'OG tQNTfNUF.:D ,' 
TO CURTA!L :fflI"COPlER OPERi,ATtON.S YN ''i·HE fl'IGHER7• 

ELE •JA'f I ON$ 0 HUMfO IT;~(, AVE~:f(GEO;;: d9 Pt.!iiCEN"t,:ou~ I N'G . ' . ., . . ~ 

MAP CH 1o , '.>. 
(4) 3~ i{ELICOPTc::°~s HAV[ liE-EN PEf1'.11f\NS,t';;t'LY ors .. -· 
ABU::O OR DESIR OYED ·l·N RE!{U'PPL)1 OPERM:'.loN:s I~ TH&: 
·xHE S,~NH AR[A SlNCE ·21 J1U}UAR) 1968.;/THIS. 
RRUCTION OF HELICOPTER 1\S$:t::ST''S HASp :Q;r, ·.:• ., 
.CCU;? s-£ o FUR T :-{£~ ,E;i O\YED OUR;· A BIL IT Y to· C o;m:i UCT "

0 

SUCH RESU?PL Y OPERAiJONS/,: . . f; ·\j 
So Sf:CO'.;D ·LI EUTE"N" Ni'//\'.~~ ON. HA>SA GOOD>'. :;1

·•· .-

.RECORD IN HIS BATTALIONo ''ftE s·AYS THAf THE:' SUBJ'ECT 
'.WAS THE RE SUL i OF A'\PR lVA:fE UlHTER 1,.J.ffITTE'N TO· 
HIS PARENTS AND'.' NOT ''~lNTEf~ED :FCR PUBLICATIONo ':AL 7 

~:~.~ICtt. 
THOUGH THE STAT_EMENT!:S IN-'tflS :)~ETTER ;i:~.Et-~:,IN sq:ME 

' . '\. . . ~.:.:,;,'•' )'_, r,'' 
\"•/ T' 

>~t .;~-

,.;.,,~ , 

7;f:; 
.,. ~\ 

-PAGE 4 YYN.6. 4277 C O: N F'i•·t D .J N T I\~ L-µ,SPJ::CltJ EXCLUSIVfi,, MCE!O 
SE :~SE 9 F.X AG GER A',! E;D /~tr HEY .JBrE A.JE CT S cMt: O ri:r HE MAP D Sl,f:1 PS EX, 
P.:R IENCED ON HI:,L g:g(ss AN·O :rHZ OT HER·i: XHE)SANH ,::. . ':;. '.p· 
COMBAT OUTPOSTS:~ , . . > ', ".,: .. '.: .;,_ 

·co IN DISCUSSI1'$G TH( SUBJ~CT.i LIEUTE-!NANT':MlMOlf EX-,; .t,· . ~-, 
,ffiESS£D SURPRISE A Np/ ALA!t:M TH,A! ANY if)F HtS , ~ '·\:; , . 
STATEMENTS H.!\D 'BECOMt PUBl,.tIC XNO'.,JLE:QIGEP $·INCE'' ··'. i ·•(·\;~" 

'HE STATES THAT JHS l{ORDS WEREi-WRITTE,\N !~ :A HUMpR9us~-VEli)l;fA.Nb;~} 
_WERE NOT I-NTEND'ED AS. COM'R:t.;AINTS. HE:'~RO~,tSES /~i· ·,\1' .:rJ/i,•.;:;,,~;;: 

' ' 

ACT& otJr o PR EVENT REPET Ii] o N ::OF su ci-t:'AN ·,, I NC GOE NT o'< ~;:\%-·····~,l 
D. LIEUTENANT AMf10~::}!AS :{ STRONG DESl~E 1:P RE~'· .,. ,:(F (' 
~1.1\ I N W IT H H ! S CO~, P A t) Y A NP' D E N.i E ;; A NY , W I S I{ T O 8 E ,,, • 
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Newsweek 4t 

MORE OF THE SAME WON'T DO 
In the Wake of the Tet Offensive A New Policy Is Needed 

After three years of gradual escalation, President Johnson's 
strategy 'for Vietnam has run into a dead end. Only the 

chronic optimist can now see "the light at the end of the tun­
nel" that used to illuminate the rhetoric of the militarv brief­
ing officers. Only the deluded can console themselves ,~ith the 
cmnfo1·ting feeling that suddenly the war will turn a corner 
and the enemy will witl1er away. The Tet offensive-those 
three brutal weeks that may have been only the first part of 
the Communists' winter-spring campaign-has exposed the 
utter inadequacy of the Administrntion's war policy. A few 
months ago General \Vestmoreland suggested that he might 
be able to send some troops home "within two years or less." 
Today the enemy has the initiative thi'oughout Vietnam. 

As a consequence, the United States is seized by a crisis of 

anything lasting can be ·built on their government. And what 
of the rest of the free world-which has conti·ibuted so piti­
fully little to carrying on this war? America's brave involve­
ment was supposed to heaiten and impress these free nations. 
But with a few exceptions, they look upon the U.S.'s plight 
with a sad compassion. Many of them, indeed, can barely 
conceal their morn! revulsion at the sight of the world's most 
powerful nation locked in battle with a small and obscure state. 

This is the dismal balance sheet at the moment. It can be 
argued that it is too pessimistic an accounting; but the reports 
of the Adminisfration have always been too optimistic-a habit 
that still persists. Even now, no one will officially admit the 
one grim truth that recent events have undedined: the war 
cannot be won by military means without tearing apa1t the 

whole fabric of national life and in­
ternational relations. 

To accept this proposition might 
spark the Administration into 

turning its creative political energies 
to a new strategy. But the behavior 
of the U.S. Government these past 
-few weeks has been curiously immo­
bile-as if it were literally trapped in 
a series of dilemmas from which 
there is no escape. Even the most 
responsible critics of Mr. Johnson's 
strategy reflect this frustration. 
Speaking last week, Theodore Sor­
ensen, once PTesident ;Kennedy's 
most intimate adviser, said: 

confidence, and the lacerating de­
bate about the whole Vietnam ques­
tion has broken oul again. Those 
who supported the wai·-for what­
ever reasons-have had to re-exam­
i11e their assumptions. They have 
had to ask whether the political im­
peratives which seemed to justify: . 
the war are worth the savagery and 
terror, the wholesale destruction 
which mark the struggle. Those who 
opposed the war can now find new 
reasons to justify their criticism. But 
this is small consolation, for even 
the senators who attacked the Pres­
ident so fiercely last week feel frus­
lrate<l and impotent to shape 
events. And those who just went 
along-as most people usually do­
are beset by a nagging uncertainty, 
or at wmst the feeling that they 
have been misled by their leaders. 

Though the Johnson Administra­
tion may not have misled the nation, 

W estmol'cland and Johnson 

"Our worldwide military primacy 
cannot produce a vidory ano our 
worldwide political primacy cannot 
permit a withdrawal. \Ve are unable 
to transfer our will to the South 
Vietnamese and um1ble to break the 
will of the North Vietnamese. Anv 
serious escalation would ·risk Chi­

it h,ts certainly miscalculated; and the extent of its miscalcu­
lation can be measured by the gap between what it hoped 
to achieve and the situation that now prevails. The limited 
bombing of North Vietnam-limited only in the most relative 
sense-was launched lo punish the enemy, slow down Hanoi's 
infiltration of the South, bend the will of the Communists so 
that they wo11ld come to the negotiating table and bolster 
the government of the south. 

Has the bombing succeeded? In 1965, when the U.S. bomb­
ing campaign over the North began, there were some 

,5,000 North Vietnamese soldiers· in South Vietnam; now, 
700,000 tous of TNT later, there may be as many as 112,000. 
As for the enemy's will, the Tet offensive, brilliantly planned 
and powerfully exec·uted, is answer enough. 

What of the escalation on the ground? By sending some 
half a million American troops to Vietnam the Administration 
hoped to crush the enemy's main forces, root out the guerril­
las, seal the borders and secure the countryside. Today four 
NVA divisions am ranged near the tortured Marine garrison 
at Khe Sanh, security has broken down across the counti·y, 
the Viet Cong are again 1·ecruiting feverishly and American 
casualties are sharply on the increase. · 

Somehow, the political support which the U.S. has given to 
the government of President Thieu and Vice President Ky 
has 11ot had the intended effect either. The two generals in 
mufti have been unable to galvanize their troops or their 
people and few indel would be so rash as to predict that I March 18, 1968 

nese or Soviet intervention, and any ·serious negotiation would 
risk a Communist South Vietnam." 

But there are no truly insoluble dilemmas in political af­
fairs. Choice, will, accident-all have a way of resolving the 
unresolvable. Even now, an intensive and private official re­
examination of the American position is going on. Hopefully, 
the analysis concerns itself with something more than military 
questions. But even if those were the only ones-whether to 
send 50,000 more troops to Vietnam or 206,000, whether to 
pull back from the DMZ or b·y to mount an attack to the 
north of the DMZ-the decisions to be made arc momentous 
enough. For whatever is decided is a step into the-unknown. 
And in the past, the nation's leaders have not been the 
surest guides. ' .. 

The Administration has occasionally argued that a public 
questioning of the conduct of the war plays into the hands of 
the enemy. This may be. But the editors of NEWSWEEK be­
lieve that the United States is strong enough and healthy 
enough lo endure a public self-analysis, and that the stakes 
are so great that every voice should be heard. 

_In the pages that follow, NEWSWEEK tries to assess the pres­
ent military and political situation-and offers some modest 
and tentative proposals for a new course in Vietnam. To say 
modest is not to be coy-nor ironic-but simply to suggest that 
there are otl1er ways to end this war tlian the one the U.S. 
has been following. Indeed, simply to do more of the same 
might lead to more of the same kind of fail me. 
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-The Military Dilemma 
The New Math of Escalation Adds Up to One-to-One 

For a whole generation of Western mil­
itary strategists, the steamy jungles 

of Asia have served as a classroom in the 
new math of unconventional warfare. It 
was there that they formulated a basic 
tenet of counterinsurgency-which is that 
the way to defeat an enemy who hits and 
runs is to smother him with vastly supe­
rior numbers. The British were quick to 
apply this lesson; in Malaya, they consist­
ently fielded eight of their troops for ev­
ery Communist insurgent-and still it took 
them twelve yea1·s to finish the job. In 
South Vietnam, the U.S., which rejoices 
in far more massive firepower than the 
British possessed, has been content with 
a more modest manpower ratio; U.S. 
commanders have sought to maintain four­
to-one combat superiority. But in the aft­
ermath of the Communist Tet offensive, 
that advantage has virtually vanished. 
Today, for the first time in the war, the 
U.S. and its allies face their enemy on a 
one-to-one basis. 

The reason for this dramatic shift in 
the balance of forces is clear enough. 
Recently, intelligence officials discovered 
that there are now fourteen North Viet­
namese Army divisions operating in 
South Vietnam-not nine as previously 
reported. And to make matters worse, 
the Viet Cong are rec1·uiting at a furious 
pace. As a result, military men in Saigon 
have been forced to revise their estimate 
of the enemy's order of battle to include 
a total of 235 maneuver battalions­
which is almost exactly the number of al­
lied battalions currentlv available for 
combat. ·· · 

Nowhere are the consequences of this 
increase in enemy strength more visible 
than at the beleaguered U.S. outpost of 
Khe Sanh. By concentrating 15,000 of his 
best troops in the razor-ridged mountains 
that dominate the northwest corner of 
South Vietnam, Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap, 
North Vietnam's brilliant Defense Minis­
ter, has effectively isolated the 5,000 
U.S. marines who defend Khe Sanh-and 
tied down close to 40,000 other U.S. 
troops who are being held in reserve. 
And the agony of Khe Sanh now stands 
as an eloquent symbol of the whole U.S. 
involvement in Vietnam. For from a small 
initial commitment, the -U.S. investment 
at Khe Sanh has grown in both man­
power and psychological significance to 
such enormous proportions that today the 
base can no longer be abandoned with­
out severe repercussions. 

'Accordion': No one, of course, planned 
it that way. Used as a U.S. Special Forces 
camp as early as 1962, Khe Sanh origi­
nally appealed to U.S. commanders be­
cause it provided an ideal launching site 
for secret long-range patrols against the 
Ho Chi Minh Trail. But as infiltration 
from North Vietnam mounted, so did the 
pressure on the base. Concerned that 
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the outpost might be overrun, Gen. Wil­
liain C. \Vestmoreland and Lt. Gen. Lewis 
W. Walt, then the commander of the U.S. 
Marine forces in Vietnam, visited the 
area and together scratched the outlines 
of a forward Marine operational base in 
Khe Sanh's red laterite dust. From that 
time on, Marine units were phased in and 
out of Khe Sanh in varying numbers de­
pending on the number of North Viet­
namese troops in the area. "We played it 
like an accordion," one U.S. general re­
called last week. So did the enemy. 

Since late in January, when the North 

) SOUTH VIETNAM 

Troops 
(Figures in thousands) 

El =s,ooo ARVN 

III = 5,000 U.S. 

[!J = s.ooo Communist 
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The balance in I Corps 

Vietnamese began their round-the-clock 
shelling, the initiative at Khe Sanh has 
slipped entirely into Giap's hands. On an 
average day, more than 100 rounds of 
enemy rockets and mortars come crash­
ing into the base, taking a relentless toll 
in casualties and frayed nerves. At the 
appearance of an_ American aircraft-Khe 
Sanh's only lifeline to the outside world 
-North Vietnamese gunners in tbe sur­
rounding hills hurl a blistering fusillade of 
fire into the airstrip and its approaches. 
Already, three U.S. fighter-bombers, two 
transport planes and several helicopters 
have been knocked out of the sky. Most 
ominous of all, enemy soldiers are slowly 
surrounding the base with a network 
of trenches that run all the way from 
their mountain redoubts down into the 
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" narro,v Khe Sanh plateau (page 18). 
Inevitably, many observers see a di­

rect parallel between Khe Sanh and 
Dienbienphu, the famed French fortress 
that Giap laid siege to fourteen years 
ago this week. There are differences, of 
course. While the base at Dienbienphu 
sprawled over 17 square miles of valley, 
Khe Sanh is squeezed into a tight perim­
eter barely 2 square miles in size. And 
while the French outpost was totally iso­
lated from other friendly forces, Khe 
Sanh can depend on artillery support 
from nearby American bases. But the 
similarities are even more compelling. 
Like the French hefore them, the Amer­
icans at Khe Sanh are eager to lure the 
enemy into the open where they can de­
stroy him with a massive hammer blow 
of artillery and air strikes. And once 
again, General Giap seems to be rising to 
the challenge. Repeating his tactics of 
fomteen years ago, Giap has assembled 
his forces with patient care. Indeed, U.S. 
military experts concede that, if and 
when the attack comes, Giap will be able 
to unleash such hitherto unused weapons 
as .37-mm. anti-aircraft guns, heat-seek­
ing "Red-Eye" ground-ta-air missiles, 
long-range artillery-and perhaps even 
Soviet-made ]}eagle bombers am! MIG 
fighters stationed at bases in North 
Vietnam. 

Confident: But if Giap can muster 
greater material resources than he did 
in 1954, allied firepower has increased 
even more dramatically. Since the be­
ginning of the year, B-52s and tactical 
fighter-bombers have dumped 50,000 
tons of bombs and napalm on suspected 
North Vietnamese positions around Khe 
Sanh. So confident are the marines of the 
ready availability of air and artillery sup­
port, in fact, that they have neglected to 
build adequate concrete bunkers and in­
terlocking h·enches at Khe Sanh. "It is 
not in the Marine Corps tradition to dig," 
Lt. Gen. Robert E. Cushman Jr., cur­
rently the top marine in Vietnam, once 
explained. And this attitude is shared by 
many less exalted Marine officers, some 
of whom have not even bothered to read 
up on the battle of Dienbienphu. ( Not 
long ago, Col. David E. Lownds, the mus­
tached commander of Khe Sanh, over­
heard a correspondent discussing Com­
munist trenching tactics at Dienbienphu. 
"Oh," said Lownds, "is that how they 
launched their first attack?") 

Though some well-informed U.S. offi­
cials-including U.S. Ambassador Ells­
worth Bunker-privately question the 
wisdom of holding Khe Sanh, most mili­
tary men argue that the' base serves an 
important strategic function. "If you give 
up Khe Sanh," declares one general, "you 
are surrendering the western anchor of 
our defense line. The enemy could then 
turn our £auk and two or three provinces 
would be in serious jeopardy." Perhaps 
an even more compelling reason for stay­
ing in Khe Sanh, however, is the fact 
that the marines there would be hard 
put to make an orderly withdrawal now. 
To the east, Route 9 has been cut by the 

Newsweek 
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-North Vietnamese who have prepared out what Vl/estmmeland had in mind. 
scores of ambush sites. And military plan- But the speculation was that the general 
ners estimate that a westward retreat in- might be tempted to try a relatively cau­
tu Laos woukl 1·esult in the destruction of tious thrust at the enemy in order to re­
at least one of the five Marine battalions gain the psychological advantage. Such 
based at Khe Sanh. a move could take the form of reopening 

Microcosm: Though the U.S. dilemma Route 9. "If we want to," said a high­
al Khe Sanh is particularly acute, it is not rnnking general, "it would take aboul 
unique. In one sense, in fact, it simply 3,000 troops to open the road fm truck 
reflects in microcosm the entire U.S. convoys to Khe Sanh. There are enemy 
military position in Vietnam. For after troops around there, but I know we 
three years of fighting an aggressive, could do it." 
liard-hitting war, U.S. commanders have \,Vhat remained unclear, however, was 
abruptly found .. themselves on the de- where \,Vestmm·eland would get the 
fensive everywhere. The extent to wl1ich troops for any major offensive. Though 
this is true was inadvertently made plain he has committed the entire First Cav­
last week by General Westmoreland airy Division (Airmobile) and most of 
when he informed the Pentagon that he the 101st Airborne Division to I Corps, 
had changed his mind and no longer be- both are assigned to stand by as a ready 
lieved that the North Vietnamese will reaction force in the event the Commu­
seek to overrun Khe Sanh. Instead, said nists attack Khe Sanh. And even the 
\,Vestmoreland, he had concluded that recent arrival of major portions of two 
the most probable target of the next big more divisions has not been. enough to 
enemy assault would be the already- · free U.S. units for sustained~'operntions. 
shattered city of Hue. . No one is more painfully aware of how 

The truth, of course, is that neither thinly stretched U.S. forces have become 
\·Vestmoreland nor anyone else can be 
certain aLuut the enemy's intentions. In 
the five northern provinces of I Corps, 
for exi1mple, U.S. intelligence officials 
have predicted enemy attacks against 
such widely separated cities as Hue, 
Qmmg Tri and Da Nang. But with more 
than seven North Vietnamese divisions 
operating in the area, U.S. troops-weary 
from weeks of continuous fighting, sud­
den deployment and daily shellings-can 
do little more than protect their bases 
and keep their supply lines open .. 

- THE. WAR IN VIETNAM 

war budget. The one option which will 
not be offered to Mr. Johnson is doing 
nothing. "The President," said one plan­
ner, "will have to do something just tu 
prevent the situation from deteriorating." 

Flaws: Clearly, the very fact that 
there is a need for such an exhaustive 
reappraisal at this late date indicates that 
U.S. strategy in Vietnam up to this point 
has been a failure. Indeed, in retrospect 
it now appears that American planning 
was Hawed from the outset in several 
important respects. Fmm the spring of 
1965, when U.S. troops were ordered in­
to combat for the first time, the war has 
been progressively "Americanized" to 
the point where today the Saigon gov­
ernment and its army sometimes seem 
almost like supernumeraries. Moreover, 
it is now dear that by concentrating on 
large-scale search-and-destroy missions 
in the sparsely inhabited interior of 
South Vietnam, the U.S. command ren­
dered itself unable to provide adequate 
security along the populated coast. 

Unquestionably, however, the major 

Interrot-0 M'I'l 

For all his preoccupation with I Corps, 
moreover, Westmoreland cannot over­
look the possibility that the enemy m:iy 
choose to launch his next rnajm strike not 
ag.iinst some northern target but against 
Saigon itself. Currently, no fewer than 
21 Viet Cong main-force battalions are 
poised iu a ring around the capital and 
North Vietnam's Seventh Division is only 
two nights' march away. Says one sea­
soned observer: "If the enemy can force 
the government to flee the capital and 
make the United States do a Budapest in 
reverse to get them out, they will have 

Viet Cong soldiers transporting ammunition: No offensive capacity? 

won the war." · 
Reserve: The most chilling prospect of 

all is that the Communists may try to 
lam1ch simultaneous attacks in both I 
Corps and Saigon. Officially, this is re­
jected as a sedous possibility by most 
U.S. strategists. Said a senior spokesman 
for the U.S. command: "I don't believe 
the enemy has any great capability to 
resume offensive operations in the near 
future." Perhaps. But the fact remained 
that, in their Tet offensive, the Commu­
nists used no more than one-half of their 
available manpower and they are still 
credited with having more than 190,000 
troops in 1·eserve. 

In view of all this, most observers 
were somewlmt mystified last week 
when Lhe U.S. command leaked word 
that it was considering going on the of­
fensive. Obviously, no military man. in a 
position to know was prepared t_o spell 
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tl1an Westmoreland himself. Reportedly, 
he would probably like to see the cur­
rent 525,000 manpower ceiling in Viet­
nam raised by a staggering 206,000 
troops. But he is unlikely to get any fur­
ther reinforcements at all until President 
Johnson absorbs au exhaustive appraisal 
of the military situation prepared for him 
by Gen. Earle G. Wheeler, the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Recentlv back from Vietnam, vVheeler 
has put t~gether a half-inch-thick docu­
ment outlining the various options now 
upen to the Administration. \Vheeler's 
minimum recommendation reportedly 
calls for a relatively modest increase in 
U.S. strength (about 50,000 troops) de­
signed to blunt the e11emy's current of­
fensive. His maximum recbmmendation 
apparently will be a plan for a major 
'"victory" campaign which would require 

. 250,000 additional troops and a $6 billion 
to $10 billion increase in the Vietnam 
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cause of the present U.S. military dilem­
ma in Vietnam has been tl1e Administra­
tion's continuing faith in the efficacy oE 
escalation. Time after time, ·washington 
has increased the level of the U.S. com­
mitment in Vietnam, each time in the be­
lief that by so doing it could inHict an 
unacceptable degree of pain on the ene­
my and thus force Hanoi to come to 
terms. But each time Hanoi, which can 
draw on a well-trained army of 440,000 
men as well as on the troops the Viet 
Cong constantly recruit in South Viet­
nam, has been able to match the in­
creased U.S. effort. And it seems likely 
that this will continue to be true for the 
foreseeable future. Accordingly, unless it 
is prepared to indulge in the ultimate, 
horrifying escalation-tl1c use of nuclear 
weapons-it now appears thal L1rn U.S. 
must accepl the fact that it will never be 
able to achieve decisive military superi­
ority in Vietnam. 
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THE WAR IN VIETNAM 

FEARLESS: Hugging. the floor of their 
trench during a Communist artillery bar­
rage, the young marines on the opposite 
page dramatically exemplify the grim reali­
ties of life at Khe Sanh. Sadly, this photo­
graph, and the pictures on the seven pages 
that follow it, seem likely to prove the final 
heritage of Robert Ellison, a 23-year-old 
free-lance photographer. Ellison was re­
turning to Khe Sanh last week after a brief 
respite from the battle when his plane was 
hit by enemy ground fire and crashed in 
flames beyond the Marine lines; Ellison and 

the other 48 men aboard it are missing and 
presumably dead. 

Robert Ellison was surprisingly experi­
enced for a man so young. His photographs 
of racial violence in Selma, Ala., appeared 
in national magazines even before he left 
the University of Florida in 1966. A NEWS­
WEEK correspondent reminisced last week: 
"Bob Ellison had the sixth sense of a great 
photographer fo1· the most telling picture. 
He was absolutely fearless, but I never once 
heard him talk about his war experiences. 
Bob let his pictures speak for themselves." 

The Dusty Agony or.Ktw~§~F~!!-
'What's There to Panic About? we1re Aere to ftay' 

casualties. The men who remain behind'" 
live much like their enemies, the moles. 
Most hunker down in sandbagged bunk­
ers connected by a b·enchline that runs 
around the camp. Beyond the trench, 
concertina barbed wire lies in tangled 
coils, supplemented by a new type of 
German "razor" wire. The prickly strands 
are studded with explosive charges and 
Claymore mines-a deadly obstacle 
course through which the enemy wi11 
have to advance if he wants to get inside 
the camp, 

War as the strategist sees it and war as 
it appears to the foot soldier are vastly 
different things. Last week, after a visit to 
the U.S. Marine base at Khe Sanh, News• 
week's Merton Perry cabled the following 
report: 

The North Vietnamese are busv all 
around Khe Sanh. Borrowing • from 

their own military history, they have be­
gun to dig trenches that zigzag up to 
within a hundred yards of the Marine 
lines. So far, there are only a few 
trenches-nothing like the intricate, spi­
dery maze dug by the Viet Minh at Dien­
bienphu-but the marines suspect that 
the Communists have also started to tun­
nel down toward the base from the back 
slopes of the ridges that surround the 
Khe Sanh plateau. "These people are 
moles," declared Capt. Jack Egger, 28, 
of Columbus, Ohio, commander of a Ma­
rine company on the camp's northern 
perimeter. 

No one knows just how many "moles" 
are actually outside-or worse yet, under 
-Khe Sanh. Higher headquarters says 
there are two North Vietnamese Army 
divisions in the immediate vicinity, but 
few of the enemy troops have been seen 
from inside the camp. From beyond the 
perimeter, an occasional sniper plinks 
away at the marines, and there have 
been five or six battalion-size probes 
against the defenses. The greatest dan­
ger, however, comes from the daily bar­
rage by NV A mortars, rockets and artil­
lery pieces, some of them dug in under 
the jungle canopy miles away from the 
base. The constant shelling is not enough 
to destroy the camp, but it is euough to 
make the men who live there wonder 
constantly about what is coming next. 
And the wonder and the waiting inevita­
bly tauten the nerves of the 5,000 ma­
rines who crouch inside Khe Sanh. 

Even though Marine morale is high, 
Khe Sanh is physically and emotionally 
a miserable place, a noisy, dusty, dan-
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gerous hell. The men who live there have 
a special gait known as the "Khe Sanh 
double step"-a crouching walk accom• 
panied by a constant swiveling of the 
head. The point of the Khe Sanh double 
step is to make sure that there is always 
a hole within easy reach. 

Red laterite dust clogs everything at 
Khe Sanh-your eyes, yom· ears, your 
throat. A jeep drives by and the red dust 
settles on you like talcum powder, mak­
ing you gag and choke. The longer you 
stay in Khe Sanh, the redder you get. A 
Khe Sanh veteran has red hair, red 
hands and feet and red clothes; when 
he blows his nose, his handkerchief is 
stained red. ' 

Rats infest the camp. One marine 
walked past me with an armload of huge 
traps. "If these don't work," he said, 
"we've got this"-he held up a bottle of 
rat poison-"and if that don't work I got a 
.45 pistol, and as a last resort we use 
hand grenades on them." 

Napalm: Now that the weather is 
clearing, jet £ghter-bombers roar over­
head most of the day, plastering the 
ridges with napalm that burns off the 
scrub, trees and elephant grass where 
the NVA are dug in. But somehow the 
enemy troops seem to survive, and dur­
ing the day they can be seen moving 
through their trenches. For weeks, one 
North Vietnamese, armed with a .50-
caliber machine gun and known to the 
marines as "Luke the Gook," has been 
ripping off his deadly bursts at low-flying 
aircraft from a foxhole barely 100 yards 
outside the lines. No amount of napalm 
has been able to burn Luke out. 

Several times a day, the ground trem­
bles with B-52 strikes that hit within a 
mile or two of the camp. During the day­
light hours, _helicopters flutter in, kicking 
up massive new waves of the devil dust. 
Almost every one of them takes out 
wounded men. The attrition among the 
marines is not as high now as in weeks 
past, but there is still a steady trickle of 
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Cold Nights: Along the pe1·imeter, the 
men sleep in shifts, napping between 
watches. The nights are cold-when it is 
really chill, the men say "the hawk is 
out" -and no one has had a freshly 
cooked meal since the siege began on_ 
Jan. 21. The best meals available are 
C-rations: slimy chunks of franks and 
beans or tmkey loaf cooked over heat 
pellets. They are not very good-and the 
coffee fortified with ascorbic acid ( for 
Vitamin C) is even worse. 

The 40 Seabees assigned to Khe Sanh 
are a little better off than the marines. 
Trained for engineering jobs, the Sea­
bees have worked longer and more skill­
fully on their bunkers, and one of their 
dwellings, an elaborate fortification 
dubbed the Alamo Hilton, J- as timbers 
and sandbags 6 feet thick overhead. It 
is the safest place in Khe Sanh and not 
surprisingly has become the unofficial 
prnss headquarters. The grateful journal­
ists import beer and whisky for the Sea­
bees, which does not sit at all well with 
the marines. «The Seabees have got more 
beer than we have water," gripes a leath­
erneck. The Seabees are not embar­
rassed, however. Says one sailor: "Be­
fore the siege began, marines sat on 
their tails when they should have been 
digging. They worked 9 to 4, knocked 
off and went to their beer hall. Charlie 
[the NVA] missed his golden opportunity 
-maybe many golden opportunities-by 
not attacking right away. Perhaps now 
the marines are dug in well enough." 
And perhaps they are not. Digging in is 
not the Marine way of war. 

Most of the marines are pretty tough 
customers, and so far there have been 
only a few cases of men going around 
the bend, During my visit, an NVA shell 

Newsweek, March 18, 1968 
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Photographed for Newsweek by Robert J. Ellison (Empire News-Black Star) 
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DIRECT HIT: As an enemy shell roars into an ammunition 
dump, marines dodge exploding rounds, while othen (below) 
frantically search for burning debris among ammunition cases. 

DOWNED HELICOPTER: Hit by ground fire, a 
chopper (far left) crashes inside the camp. Medi­
cal corpsmen (left) try desperately to save a life. 
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DOOMED PATROL: After running into an enemy ambush, survivors of a 30-man unit scramble out ,cif the jungle. The c 
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.ically wounded are carried on stretchers or dragged back to camp (above). Others have to make it back on their own. 
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UNDER FIRE: With enemy shells whistling overhead, 
marines crouch in trenches. A corpsman (left) adminis­
ters an injection to badly wounded South Vietnamese. 
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INCOMING AND OUTGOING: Marine shields a wounded comrade from enemy mortar barrage. 

The vast sea of shell casings (below) testifies to the volume of artillery fire hurled back at enemy. 
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LIFELINE: Parachutes drop critically needed 

food and weapons to sandbag-protected base. 

MERCY MISSION: A South Vietnamese sol­

dier carries wounded buddy back fron: patrol. 
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EVACUATION: Stretcher hearers rush a wounded marine toward a waiting helicopter. 
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landed in a foxhole, killing five marines; 
the sole survivor was not even scratched, 
lmt after brooding all night, the young . 
marine tried to make a desperate one­
man assault out through the perimeter. 
He had to be knocked clown and carried 
hack. Anotl1er marine was killed when 
lie opened a latrine door and set off a 
grenade that had been attached to it as 
a booby-trap. "lt was either a crazy ma­
rine who did it," explained a marine 
1_1oncom.,, "01· the gooks have got a tunnel 
111 here. 

Barbecue: Despite their isolation the 
vast majority of the marines at Khe Sanh 
-from the lowliest, tiredest grunt on up 
to Col. David Lownds, the camp's 47-
year-old commander-rnmain totally con­
fident. A major factor behind this opti­
mism is the awesome firepower of the 
U.S. forces. l saw this demonstrated in a 
sector of the perimeter defended by 
South Vietnamese rangers. The Amer­
ican adviser to the South Vietnamese, 
Capt. vValter Gunn, 31, of Columbus, 
Ga., ordered an air strike 011 the enemy 
trenches. His radioman, Pfc. John Burle, 
son, 22, of Chicago, called higher head­
quarters and announced: "Captain Gunn 
wants a barbecue." A while' later, when 
the napalm splashed in on the !\VA po­
sitions, Captain Gunn remarked to no one 
in particular, "I don't care what they say 
hack in the States, I say God bless Dow 
Chemical." 

So confident is Khe Sanh's garrison, in 
fact, that many of its members would al-· 
most welcome an all-out enemy assault. 
"I wish they would come in now," says 
I'fc. Charles Hughes, 20, of Chattanooga. 
"We'll kick them around a little, no ques­
tion about that." The marines feel sure 
tl1at the U.S. air and artill~ry attacks 
liave damaged the enemy. "You can still 
see them out there," says Gunnery Sgt. 
F,·eddie J. Morris, 36, of Thomaston, Ga. 
"But not like we used to. Thev've had 
the hurt put on them some." · 

Optimisl: Colonel Lownds, a 20-year 
ivlarine veteran who has raised au up­
swept British-style military mustache 
since taking over the Khe Sanh com-. 
maml, answers questions with firm, blunt 
optimism. Isn't it possible that the North 
\'ictnumese could keep him pinned down 
with only a token force, diverting major 
units lo a big attack on important north­
ern cities, like Quang Tri, Hue or Da 
Nang? "I don't think so," he responds. 
"It's almost inconceivable to me that we 
won't get hit." Could the marines fight 
their way out of Khe Sanh on the ground 
if thev had to? "I don't even think about 
tl,at,'' replies Lownds. "My mission is to 
stay l1ere, damn it, and we're going to 
stay here." 

Lowmls, in short, is certain that the 
North Vietnamese will trv to overrun 
Khe Sanh sooner or late/ "It's only a 
question of how much Giap is willing to 
lose," he says. ..I would hope it ,vould 
cost him 40,000 or 50,000 men, maybe 
more. \1/hat's there to panic about? We're 
here to st_ay. That's our job, that's what 
we get paid for." 

Newsweek, March 18, 1968 
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THE WAR IN VIETNAM 

The Political Morass 
Missed Opportunities, Corruption, and a Lack of Will 
"In the final analysis, it is their war. 

They are the ones who have to win it or 
lose it. We can help them ... but they 
have to win it, the people of Vietnam." 

In the four and a half years since Presi­
dent Kennedy spoke those words, the 

crucial role of the people of South Viet­
nam in the battle for their country has 
been largely overshadowed by a gigantic 
American presence. But in a broad sense 
Kennedy's point is as valid today as it 
was in 1963. Even if the United States 
were to win a clear-cut military victory 
in South Vietnam-a prospect that now 
seems remote indeed-it would be a hol­
low and ephemeral triumph unless the 
people of South Vietnam demonstrated 
the will and ability to govern themselves 
effectivelv. 

At the· moment, there is scant cause 
for optimism on this score. From top to 
bottom, the government of South Viets 
nam is tom bv bitter rivalries. Its titular 
chief, Preside~t Nguyen Van Thieu, a 
cautious, colorless man, presides over an· 
administration that is not really his own. 
All the important officials-the only ones 
with authority-owe allegiance to Vice 
President Nguyen Cao Ky. For although 
Ky came out second best in last year's 
struggle for the Presidency, his forceful 
personality still enables him to look and 
act like a winner. One veteran observer 
of the South Vietnamese political scene 
likens Ky to whisky and Thieu to water: 
"Either you like whisky or you don't 
touch th~ stuff," he says, "but water is 
tasteless. 

The antagonism hetween Thieu and 
Ky, moreover, is only one of the myriad 
feuds that tend to stifle any attempt at 
effective administration. Recently, in the 
wake of the Viet Cong's Tet offensive, 
neighborhood groups in Saigon and other 

cities formed vigilante organizations to 
defend themselves against future raids. 
But this promising development has been 
thwarted by the deep-rooted antipathy 
between native South Vietnamese and 
immigrants from the north. Premier 
Nguyen Van Loe, a southerner, refuses 
tu arm northern-born vigilantes, while 
the army, which is controlled by north­
e1·ne1·s, denies arms to southern groups. 

The whole story of South Vietnam 
since the Tet offensive, in fact, has been 
one of missed opportunities. If ever the 
leaders of South Vietnamese society 
might have been expected to bury their 
differences and rally lo the common 
cause, this was the time. Instead, South 
Vietnam's generals used the occasion to 
make a bid for something like a return to 
military rule. \Vith martial law in force, 
more than 50 opposition politicians were 
taken into custody and held without for­
mal charges. 

Negative: Reasonably enough, the 
members of South Vietnam's Parliament 
have sought to combat this semi-coup. 
Last week, echoing a previous vote by 
the House of Representatives, the Saigon 
Senate refused to grant tl1e Thieu regime 
emergency economic powers. And at the 
same time, a group of House members 
was circulating a petition which, in ef­
fect, called for a vote of 110 confidence 
in Premier Loe and his Cabinet. All Lhis, 
however; was less a matter of deep­
rooted corn:ern for democratic proce­
dures than politicking on the brink of 
disaster. Throughout the recent crisis, 
South Vietnam's legislators have played 
a purely negative role, offering neither 
a constructive alternative to the govern­
ment nor a rallying point for the people. 

Such internecine bickeriug results in 
staggering inefficiency in even the sim­
plest governmental functions. A Filipino 

New.sweek-Manh Chuan 

Ky, Thieu antl Bunker: Stuck with a sacred cow 
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technician who works for a U.S. construc­
tion firm recently had to wait two montl1s 
for an extension of his residence visa; the 
buck had been passed all the way up to 
Interior Minister Linh Quang Vien. Simi­
larly, Vietnamese industrialists whose 
factories were damaged in the Tet fight­
ing are still awaiting word from the Eco­
nomics Minister as to whether they 
should keep the plants closed or expect 
government help in reopening them. 
Given this lack of leadership, it is scarce­
ly surprising that ordinary Vietnamese so 
often resort to a process known as xoai-xo 
-literally, "turn around and pick up 
what suits me." 

Back in Business: Even more debilitat­
ing than the government's ineptitude is 
its corruption. A report recently leaked 
to the press by a U.S. official in Saigon 
asserts that "corruption is permeating all 
echelons of government and society." In 
fact, the report went on, most Vietnam­
ese officials are so compromised that they 
are in no position even to attempt re­
forms. Nor has any of this changed in the 
aftermath of the Tet offensive; Saigon's 
black market reopened last week with 
business as usual for sellers of stolen or 
misappropriated U.S. goods. 

Uelween them, in fact, inefficiency 
and corruption render most organs of 
state power in South Vietnam painfully 
ineffective. A striking case in point is the 
Army of the Republic of Vietnam 
( ARVN). Ame1'ican officers maintain that 
the ARVN fought well during the New 
Year battles, and this apparently was 
true in many, if not all, cases. But that 
was a matter of self-defense. In the post­
Tet effort to clear the Communists out of 
the cities, South Vietnam Army units 
have frequently displayed a distinct lack 
of aggressiveness. 

If the Saigon government cannot main­
tain itself militarily, neither can· it ad­
minister. Its most notorious failure has 
been in the care of war refugees. Ameri­
can officials were pleased that the refu­
gee program did not collapse altogether 
under the pressure of the Tet offensive, 
but the fact is that the food and housing 
furnished to victims of the war were a 
scandal even before the attacks began 
and remain so today. And even lesser ad­
ministrative challenges are not adequate­
ly met. In Saigon, municipal services 
such as garbage collection and electrical 
power were pool' before the offensive be­
gan and now they are worse. 

Rural Woes: Ill-run as the cities may 
be, the countryside fares even worse. 
Land reform, a vital element in any effort 
to win the loyalty of the peasantry, has 
not been tackled seriously. In fact, a re­
port compiled for a subcommittee of the 
U.S. House of Representatives charged 
that "virtually all land reform ceased in 
1961, and the major new development 
in the law has been one prescribing in 
effect "negative land reform' or the re­
turn of the landlords to tlieir former posi­
tions in areas that have been resecured." 

More important yet, the immediate 
and overriding problem of assuring the 
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Black market: Business as usual 

physical security of the rural population 
has not been met. Everywhere there is 
fear that if the Viet Cong strike again, the 
government will not be able to protect 
the farms, villages and towns. In the Me­
kong Delta, fear of fresh Communist at­
tacks has created a bull market in empty 
sandbags for home fortification. Once 
the sandbags were free to anyone who 
wanted them, but now in the delta's 
largest city, Can Tho, they are selling for 
about 10 cents each. 

Much of the present fear in the coun­
tryside, of course, stems from the Tet of­
fensive. When the Communists struck, 
nearly half of the government's armed, 
59-man pacification teams were pulled 
out of their hamlets to help defend the 
cities. Their withdrawal marked a psy­
chological defeat of major proportion for 
Saigon, for the peasants had been prom­
ised that the government would not 
abandon them under any circumstances. 
And apparently it will be some time be­
fore the Saigon regime even attempts to 

UPI 

ARVN troops: How aggr~ssive? 
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reassert its authority in many rural areas; 
last week U.S. officials admitted tliat 229 
of the 550 pacification teams still had 
not returned to their posts. 

The Tet offensive cannot be blamed 
for all of Saigon's failures in the rnral 
areas, however; the pacification program 
was going badly even before the Com­
munists launched their attacks. Last fall, 
for example, fewer than one South Viet­
namese hamlet in six was officially con­
sidered secure, and that estimate was 
probably overoptimistic. Even in many 
villages where the pacification program 
had supposedly been completed, there 
were no indigenous self-defense teams­
local militia which many observers con­
sider vital to the permanent success of 
the program. 

No Identity: Under such circum­
stances, it is not strange that relatively 

. few South Vietnamese appear to feel 
strong loyalty to the Saigon government. 
In the absence of public-opinion polls 
and meaningful elections, it is impossible 
to be ce1tain of course just where the 
sympathies of the people of South Viet­
nam do lie. But NEwswEEK's Fran90is 
Sully, a twenty-year resident of Viet­
nam, offers an estiniate shared by many 
oilier observers. "Perhaps 20 per cent of 
the people-the hard-core anti-Commu­
nists-strongly identify witli Saigon," says 
Sully. "A somewhat ~maller percentage 
is devoted to Ho Chi Minh. But the 
great majority of South Vietnamese have 
no particular commitment to either side. 
Their attitude is summed up in a common 
Vietnamese saying: 'I am merely trying 
to make a living'." 

That this is, in fact, the attitude of the 
majority of South Vietnamese was strong­
ly suggested by their failure to alert U.S. 
or government officials to Communist 
preparations for the Tet offensive. "The 
people do not identify with the Saigon 
government," said one American general 
then. "They don't want to become in­
volved. Their attitude is: 'Why bother to 
.tell the government or the Americans 
about the Viet Cong; the government 
does nothing for our hamlet.' This ex­
plains why so few bothered to warn the 
authorities about the Viet Cong moves." 

No Cause: The central problem pla­
guing the Saigon government, according 
to a U.S. psychological-warfarn expert, is 
that it "has no cause it can exprnss in 
terms that mean anytliing to its own 
peasantry." But unfortunately, however 
alien it may be to the South. Vietnamese 
themselves, the Saigon government has 
come to have immense political and psy­
chological importance for the United 
States. In their commitment to constitu­
tional democracy and tlieir efforts to es­
tablish it in South Vietnam, American 
officials have, in effect, converted the 
Saigon government into a sacred cow. If 
it will not get off the road to allow the 
traffic through, all the Americans can do 
is plead and cajole. They cannot, by the 
rules they themselves have established, 
force the government of Soutli Vietnam 
to do anything-even to govern well. 

Newsweek 
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THI:. JOINT C.Ml~FS OF STl-\f-f , 
wr.sim:GTON, (),,C,·2()30l . 

11 March 1968 

; .. Dcz,r Mr. Saylor: 

·with reference to yo1.u· 4 Ma2'.ch 1968 letter concerning the 
. ;. c,{:i:rcnt situ.::ition ~~ Kho·Scmh, thc:·c nrc ~-O~lcr:i.1 pointci whicJ1 

''· · I ·would like to .iddrc::is. 

; ..... · The figure of 50, 000 NVA ·which you .:i.ttribute to the n9ws media 
. is incorrect. Until quite recently, ·we estimated that there were 

'. iornc J.5, 000 to 20,000 North. Vietna·'.l:iese troops at the most ii:i the 
. vi.,.::i;i:·,y of I~he Sanh. 9-✓er the last several weeks, however; even , 

thi:-. s-:{mz,te has been reduced significantly. As a matter 0£ 
ints?:',~st, 1'h0 :SO, 000 ficure exceeds the toto.l .number of NVA t1.·oops 

: whic11 ·c.re cstim.ntcd to be in the whole of the I Corps tactical zone 
(L,e r:v~ northern p1·ovinces of South Vietn::nn). 

' .. '1v:i h1.r:ronoinr, :i.ttc:1tion which b.:1.0 1·ccontly bean focuoccl oi'>. 
F:-'-:c : · '.D.h h::i :J !co.cl to many compn.rioono bct 0 •• vccn Khe So..nh and 
.'Oi, P- ·-"',icn Phu, ·while there admittedly arc ::-:in-iilaritics between 

· ':he ci·~--:_,atioL at Khc Sanh and that v,hich c:x:i.·:;"ied ;:i__t Dien Bien Phu 
;n· :.J.'i 11:, the:·e are alssi major differences between the two.· The cc 
J;:; 1)61:.'lari].y in the vaotly supcl"ior nii' and a:ttillcry support and a.i:!: 
rc-:;t,p~fry co.p:::i.bility ,vhich are available, and arc bcL-r1g pmvided, to 
om.· foJ:ces at Khe Sanh; and in the large numbers of US operational 
cc~:.-1~:;2.t fo:::ccs in <;:lose proximity to Khe Sanh which cm reinforce 

• oi· :.· .1::cvo tho bane on very ohort notice. These key combat elcmcntn 
':J,~' : ·:.mt a\r::dJ.:i.blo ~11 o.dccp.i;:i.to nmount:J to tho c;:i.rri130.1. nt Dien Die;\ 
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is the loss of cvel·y single. \IS s-:::1die::, . sailo,:r.·:, mahne, and airman 
\T,-'.10 cl;cs in the Victna,::-.:::. co1:n.:>:'.:., c1c D.utte::: ,:,2--Le::e: he .. is,:kilied, 

:-. 
the .Taint Chie{s 

cI. r,;·;-.:([ 1:i.:i.v(~ 1"'.1~dc ~ {~ 1~ .. 1• :..· ••. :-:r:.0-.:7 ~1 ~· -:-:WI} n1.ili~~:~:·.,i cit1,.<l.t'1.o~-~::1t l·(l'iC 
s~~J~11. 'J'l1c·y C:1.:tr'r .. ·o:::~; C·:0::.c~;.1.~~ -\-[e;'s·:, ·-~VJ:t'cl:1.11.t!f:__~ 0-:JDCGG11"1Ci1't·t}1~t·i:bi.s ..... ;, : . . ' 

~:vJ•;J.~1.'""' t..::111 C\:n.r, :.; 1.1;.·,..,::ld. ·:~•(J l1cld. )?t!_<·1:,:.~:::"'""_10:r0~. _;11y 9ollq.t.~1:t<:~:.J u.11d ·: 

rc·:,?.~.~~\V t~1c :: .· _;i~;~.\.~:.; ·:· ~' r:b.,:: E;:i::.!.'~1.--~~~l :~:. :'1a~l:f. -~>~1.~·:h: ~::itl1c~.· :.in._d-;_\rl<ll·Pt.lly· 
0-::.1 

~: .. :1_'f--·~-'·1·c_:. :: . · l _:,ro·,1 (:-1..~1. bo\J.sG1..1.~.:.-·0d ·.;1--.::..t \? ... ~- ;_;~_11 ·-:on.t:in\1e·'..to <lo ~;o .:::.s 
i C ., M " ,., ., ·•·], ·,• ., .. ~, C ,·'i '"' .. ,., ;-1 "·1,·.., "- ~ 1• .,- ' ; ,zl,.i,;) ~..,; '-..., I,, • ..,v,_1,,.,, ,_,.._~...,..;, ,_.J. 1..-_.J.'-""l-l, -1,...,_<.,:;a,. 

,~-,....._.....,CJ.,',•,-';,,·• J, 7r,1.1·l.-.:.,r>, ,-,•,-10·i.-.'.•r·,·,1-l,r c;~''C1' .-,lC A(1"-"l.l'll•c'•"·•':,'·1''0°' .,.·,;,c'1· ~1..-!--'.:...,, .- _,-I . . -'.· l.!u .•-....., -:-·.JL ._:1 ... ..,._,,...;.t_,.. .l t.,i·'•\ -·• ..,. L"!. •. 1.J • .t - ,;;,,1.._._L;. -'-- d.,,.1, 

tl:v3 -~~~·j::~t-a::.~-~r 1'i:.ad~rs o·;. 't'.1".is ccu..~t2·~r iil ~na~t:~~1.•13 co11cc::~;1i:;·~g :Victna::-1".~ 

'L'l·,.-., ':"l/'\l\f) ·,~:\b J (: 

:Yolrn. · ·,.,, (3;, yJ r, ,, 
T.1··0·,,c,•,•, 6·f' Pr•"'•rl'••;r.:ntr-itiv,,:r: 
.J. , ••• ~ _, • " ... ~--!. ... _._,1.., ·-- - \.J,-, 

\ 

Sin,;o:i:cly, 

' ... ' ";) ' ,, /,) /? 
. GC:~ .. Y? .Pl ··/./'it~-;;~· .. / 

{.).-::::t✓..._.,l c -:f,, .1 /Vi- . . _,_,,-,[,.;. 
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·EARLE G. ':.7!HEELET'{ 
Ch2.i;:man 

Joint Chiefo 0£ Staff 
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i..:,;:te,,; Stat~s Marines lw\"e .(:~, KIH:·Snnh\}urc 
\;1.1rri0d· about their ca•)aci-c·". ···-::::·------··-.~--.:· .· ... , 

. ( • V -.- ..---•••~· ,,,_, • ._.._,,_ ~••, 

~om~unist fir~power and for ~iinta~n1~g thei~ 
suppljes in the.~ountain autpost. 

r O 1 ·' : · ;· • -r ,,, " ·.i a r, r1 ,. C ""r p '::' ~ .:: .,.,r u 1 ; , • c "' 1• ·r 1· .., ··, r,- ·:· o ~ 1 ,~ - ~ '· ·1 11· t ,, 
V .J ••. -- ill}~""°~~ • ~ ,.v - , ... tt-i,1 v, .. , ...... ,.., '•'-"~ Ct.ti 

toe-. .- :~·tcr cv,;::H..;,:1s.t firepo:,1er an-d 1:ia·",:t,dn an :rnprooriat ..... 
1eve:·: of ·sti;~)iy at Kh2 Sanh. · . · · · 

At t~1'.c· ,--,1-~;;{;;1-':; tit712, the .'.c:..i"'i,,~s at '.(hr: SJni? 
enj<l. '1" uV' -~t-ir•e1r1·'.,,~. $li'"'erinr·iv11 ir f·lr·""01 1<>r cor:'<'iP'<"rt ·i-o 
t!rn.:: ·.,y ~1..:; .. c~s ~-~~~Y{~6;:-~1~-=:-;-:·:::~:"'-01~t:f:-··;-;·7~~?i%~ an~i"~.~;i;; w 

·art11·:d·y ,.·Vcalions .art.;..::d ,dt:1 w.::apcn::: ,~ngini~ f:~0::1 <-,:.:. 
inch ::.rt,.·:, tu 17Sm1:1 gu;is are: '.lr, pc.:s~·don to provide f·1,·-: 
sup;.:;c-: <. ;· -..::.::,•:' :.!:::.a.pons have i·eturnect seven to eight !:i!ic1 :s 
for . 1 t.,.J,~., n:i:.ind recd ved. 

~he ~:tillery·support availabl~ to ~he Sad~ is 
co:,1~·,_, ~.::nt;_,( uy U.S. ;:;adne~ .'~a·.;,, and !>.ir forcG air 00:.-1~:i·,,· 

u , . · · - '. . .:, n · \'! ld ch i s cap a b le o ( p r o v i ct hi g c i o s e a i .r · s u :) '.Jo i" t 
d~~1 Jll conditions of tleBthe~ and Vilibility. During 
on:,' , ... ven :la,y pcriocl~ the riarints, at t(he Sarih .~H:::re supp:L·~ed 
~i~l JUU ~:ctica1 air sorties ind 288 heavy bom0er ~trik~~. 
such , .. ,.;;pc.,:··.:: co□pa r1::s fa vora.b 1y wi tl! our 0xp:~_t·l en C'.! s L1 :J-:·.s t 
wurs .. Fo"· ·i:1stance, •sine•~ 22 ,ianuary lSGG~ r·\ar1n0, ;~av~' ,.nd 
Air :· •,_;~ : ; rcraft have dcl i ver;:d 80~:;CJO toris of ordr,t:-,,:;_ ·in 
~llpj;. 0: ,<::e $a1;1)1. This is :;1ore to;·;,1102 than WiiS dr.::;-:.,;~:J 
in c; .. 0f •. ~1rope d'...lring 1942 a~d 194-'3 c~i/;binedi, and i:10~·0· ·.;:;an 
the . ::r:uc1Jar tonnage <l1"'opped on Jup,L~ t.;rouahout :-ioi"ld 1:!or 
IL 1·:;e C.r:.?my is in¢apable cf du;ilicatin~ this tonnage. 

i• I' 

:l 
.. ·;i· t_:. 

:. ~ ~-
,.:,., 

I•!,. 

,\ ': 
,r 'l. 

';,•·,. 

; 

Ir. r'c!~Fltd to .ou~ .. ability to :,'A.iQt"'irL!_n aiL · .. '.::-:;te ~ · · :,: 
1.'l''l~·i-of :-;~poly -- ~:'.:!\~e has never /.)een an~?-~-;(vYt·,l--:;,;:_:;,-;-·-...:,::1b.atr,fl 'v"--i ' '· .. ·' 
eqm1s: .. ..:~,T:'~1=rf~c!1 -: ·,. ;:irC!clude the ability of the Narivws . ' __ ,J .., i. 
at KL. Sar!h to r .. _. __ , -;:heii'! r:1ission. Ah:houah the a:110L1,1-:.: · 
oft·. t.;nition~ fo" .. : ,: supr,lies oeirig· d,.::li,veted to Ktie Sanh 

t· -:::ti,c. -•.::.y is class·; ·.;,.: ·:nformationt it. is i\itcr-esting to note. 
•· ·:-,· :._ · ,,,,.,.,nn t:,.,e · .. , .... -:··1- "T- F·,_,h·•rua"y• ,9n ::1 1 n,-.,,,,,is· o·f 1:tJ,1· 1 °-11:e.r,.,· 

.., ••• t.,.1 .... :.llli ~ ~• •· J • ..,.~, ~, 0yr...i- , ) v:.,v_..,., ~--~••\..i. _ .... , .. , 1.,i'.""' '-

'(1(;; -red.· Even :• r~vaalina. ·Js th2 ;.;._'.J.:::O pot:.HH.ls of ,:!a.t1 ·. 
de.·: . ..:red during ;: .. ; "irst sevent;,H~n :;.;-/~ ... ,f:larch. li!1e:'.: {t.· 

· is "i;.uken into cons:r~~:-·a.tion that -f'oo,::: .J:;<.1 t:\•:r:1uni.tion rec-:::1.-'h:: 
-t."ightir tran.spoi~tat;, . .-. priorities tinr. d.'.h::,·:.:Jil~. atid th:.'.:. ·:he. 
Marines arG ~~turni~a se~en· to e~Jht :rt1li~ry rounds for ~ac~ 
ene-r:i.Y shr;;1·: ""'C:C~i·l:::<:: it is qbviou~ ·c.,:.t t:11; $U))[)1y situation 
at Khe-San~ is~~~~ in hand~ 

/ 

/ 
' 
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These t.onccrn::; ,1dcl to ·c;1eir (:-·:ar·:a..:1s Jt :(-:€i Sanh} · 
:;1•is-tr·ust or- c1:;,~,:r,1aad ,::tt·lr:iatc~ ·' t::!'1\1,.:v .•. ·.:r:;c~:.!l .. 

·and ·ch~ ~p·eig!1t _of a;Jp1.ic2;;1:0 cv:.::.1utti"~~-~ ... ·:: ~~p,0 1
:~·~:·:: ... ~ 

I • 

"j n r~ ~- :c }}f\~-~:•: __ . 'l· ~J ?)~ :·· ::. (,: )~::1 ~~;_T:~~;l: .. ;~di ~;~,,_;ti ;~~•le s 

• I 

-f ii-..! i~ a 1.-.; ·n e trench 11 n ~-: ~~ ~ h 0~ .. :t.; v2.r::: - ,::1 ~---~- . ?--~.-·:· .. ·-.. ·: ·: ·5.ia ! !- '.l 
-~;:r: &·str<l-ight ~"!;~i~~ .s~ t[!e.t ·a .9~,~2nacL} '--·~-:-~\..\ w:.:: 

~"t;1l~d; Govu1 one- ~fke d -bo·~.:1~r1t.1 b~11. q\~ ·\: 
1 

, .. ~ ... ~-J-C:-);~;,.t"il11 .,,,.,_ ,.,. •·.l--,~-"·,~ ... ;:.,,:.:....,.,.., ,,,f .• •·. \•,,.,.,.,,::·••c·•-· 
._ ... ,.~:.a.1;uf1u~"•' UJ:1 \,,iijL; u:~1.~1.\;;t.t'.;,',•.::.tJ..,,~.,c.a rJI'~ .;..dl:: l1"-Ai·~il! ;_ 

'ii-;, ,..n,)1:-:.,-1,,,r,·1 , 1 •t ,,·.,d,,r-, .... , ❖·t• ·t•···.·•·11··1-hst""''~ ,.,,, :•;.•·1·,, ~,.i 
i-1 ,,__, • .!,:,,l,w. .......... ~ fd\4U'i;..: .... :-.1.'-\.ot•--. _.,_. '- ,.,.,~ ~~ij:.J,. .;;;..,~.•-·""·· ,.i.,,.,.__,, 
,: .. ,,,,-lj1,. .o;"",., ,--·•7· -l•·•,~ , ...... ,.., ..... ,,.,·,·s··••s · · 

• • 1 :J' v , "" 1 11 1 <-:- ~ l vl. ~... 1.. .. ... , -~'- , =. • " t. ci--

t.::.L·i.'\:rr~·! 't}1c trl:!nch- linc~t~ tt ;(i1c· :s2.n:: -are consftfei,'l~d t.:: 
--·-·- ... ---- C· ------~ ... ------•-·---·~ .. ' . . ·?1r:;~1.:ia .. : ~.,·.1qu(lt~- !itf.Yt 1~-¢C--r{.rr1-"tc;1~~-t:;01-:s_o11ne .. 1 •··. · T11t:y ·a~9 e t:1~·~~ as.· 

. -i;h~.1 .rn;·, :H' statss~· fJE.Hie:rally ·,n a .strai9ht line-:. •. H.::tr-!rl\.! 
ci~c:tri,i.i.~ 11ict,;.;ti.!S that.the job of h::d"O'll'.'ing d<'.!fensjv.0 posi-
····'('\"~· .,:_. ;}''-\r''-'" ro•,~'leted ·a ... "l·cr,,.,· ,)<·. ·'1 1'" "''rr• h,'\1•1 ,1 , ..... ,,,'.,•ied 
~ b ~ ,_~: . ~ :1' • . .,. : . -..., • - =~· r I . 

1 
• ; $ •· :.:i r.• ~ ~ : \ '-· .J ... ~ . -:: IJ ~ f, .._, ~ r~ \. .. •., . ..-, 

1:n·.1c1~ I\•~ y:,:;:'pOi''cn·y pos:•41,-ions o·,-r:..:i•1ng r,,iJ!H:1um C·OV,'; · ;~,;,d 
cer<:Qa~.~;~n;~ are cci·,1structetl· to fJ~OV'.loe pl."'otection re~· ~,-,1 
1. ,:,om:d .'in tbe sil@rtesi: possioh.: ::L:;j~ Hcn·;evcr, c.,:..:.' 
::,t)';;:-;.a·j :.<·ttcction has been prcv'1(?.,. tiie jot> of 'hip;-c_'i,19 .. · 
.:..:;":·. str,.~·,s;·:;i>::::'ning tl\e pcsition bJ~, · _,. In t;rn bog)nn·j,:·:·, ~t· 

.·:~: , rJt hroncciva::i14 that a portk.-. o·'? ti1.a tr,1nch 1·;,, •.:: 
. ,,: .5a:::. ,!v.$ ::t.-raighter,'than rro·c-\:.:.:::irrna1 mil-it.;\\; I,\,;,· ,·,'GUL: 

·.: ..... ,ir~ 9 clue~ er: tile s·Jtuat-ion ::(rnf: -.:i:~:1ng the .:·;arir,es .: ,: ti1~·:. 
, ··:::::. !n acc;,;!('d;_;i.nce.with en::·· doct~•-;i·;';; h01·1ev-'.:!r~ this .. :.::wnt:;. 
i~ Jew la~s~ly cotre~ted~ · 

l .. · 
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"" in r~gard to tha bunkers at Kha S~Nn, it ;f uuld 
b:: .. ,:,t2.:; i:;;10.t they are constr11ct1.;d of timt.ers ,_covc-t;:d · .. •·;th 
sc:t-;t~ ::.19:: ,::-,d eatth. Duri n:J January ar:d f,2bruat•y !JG8, :: 
tc:"'1 o'l ?J•i- sciOrt tq_iu; of-:_..fn.·:_.tif-1::c;:•-1_,w_:1~i:'da1 \;as a·ir-·· 
1.,~ ,-. ,. f ,}, >"l c._:;----:::::;<~1-::::--~.,.•-;- •,.~-;•·.,-., - I•' • ••• "-•· ~ --..•.:_. ,-,,Jt "'1 j ,; ,'j ,t! ~ • ','!, ... ,: .. 

v.1,...'._'(A L•~J h.,_i::;. ... -.;.; .. , .. r.,.. Ill~ ~,t...,.;: ... ... J~. , ..... :~..:. .J.c•~· ~l..,(,\._..t.tl,tlt-..., .... i.:, .;J._,Sv 

·-~ at~i,..3·,;cc.; to by .the ¥act thnt Ci_~ 2(.(~:_- .. : ,1(~i~c;-~ -499g:,. ~~!i.~ co,.1LJrit .. 
b2s:. r~c1.:ivcd 177 rol!nds of ::,.:::tr·,_. ::-in£.n~y ro~:-:.2t ancl ;;ic1tt&~~ 
fire an<.i yet susta·lneo r.o i·i:!tL,,::is f(·aned. 

Ci.; .. _:::r-: Cur;"C:nt III ·:,iAf dir,1ctives contain i,1foi· 1 1.at~on 
-f-;;.. ,,.,-"°"'.:'-~~:-;;;-•,, •,·' 1···, '", t j~' Ir._-. 7 ,.-. "11 :1 &I l•,·,, 'it·;'.) r,; tl-i !:.t •l- ;,, y,-:, i'" ;>,.. ·t l, 1 ,".:I ,r, .(.:' 1•i •; .; •. ·. •• . 

,..,J .1••·- ._ ., ¥ .... ,, -.·it""•->,..,,. ""' "- u, .. n . ._ - • t.r-..,.. ....... ....., ... ~-,-,uu 6"" v ;,- ,, ~ k!~ 

~-t:,,••· ,~ .... c, ·.•., \.::..--::-.. ·.,.· _____ · ... ~:.,:-........,..~•'--~,.-r:,c·";J"' c . .,, ..• , J ,;::;.i::-sr,1 ....... •.:;1-:i"''''Y 
::,, .Ul~~lllH;., ~ ;>-.. •. ~·.,. __ : Ui.-li\..·l,,.--......,...·~-... - ... L.:A.'/1 •~.;• o.,, l ~ Ui'i: ' ~...,p..J'..tHi. U .. t,.1, o ~t~I 

n"O_t:,0 an;J ;::·:: 1c:;::;::r r·ockots :::.'Hl n,:;:··~2;::• i~01.rnd:: ~H·es,::r:"dy ::::C:ing 
-us~:: :.,y -~·:.,.: .;;rn.~•:;~•. DirectiV2:: •,f -~,::s i!«-::~7'-': ;2r•:;; Hot ri<:,·.J · · 
71':,, ,~h,::, •.1-:- .. •·' •. , .,-,.;., ... (' ·o,,. -i"' · .. he:, •··,•:•1•-'1• .~,,·1,-t ❖ .;,,y,,,·. ---·-,,i,~c· ."l~. T·i-:i 

,; U~•"- i,v., Q .. l.w J'\,,/~ ..... ;;) Ii. llfl t, ... ,\.o ...;..,, -• ,.{. t;·qy'l;,..,,...;.r .. ,,., ,1; ._-J• ,.o,._,. . 

ti' .. s. ;'\u-my f-1:;;l(I '.-:i:.\111.rnl 5 .. 15. {t..iCdi:f:Ci~ 1 S Kf;fe;:~-,:~.:-2: and LO:!i°st·i:::a] 
Data) conta·lns CH: t.::cirnical iwfor~:i•::-t·i1..1·n r.::cc,·'.,·cd .to co:-istruct 
.f,!c_,,...,. 4 ;;:.1•,.,c,~-.lton·i::. ·1· 1·i·a·'··,,.;T,l" ,,,;-i-!,5-;•;:,•f'<,l ;,, ·• ··"1r·;-,cc···· :'"\". '·""Y '!!10'·'"' 
, l t. 11 , . , ... c;,t 'Vo z _ ~ f · t., ~ .. i c ... J !lo v r, ..... - t • u t.,. ; ....,; _ J ,1 !.'1 t.. t.. .. ~ u, .J .h. . ..-:r" 
conv;:;nt·lonc:.l r.urnit·lon. UoS·. :\:•my t'ield r-ra.nur.:.l ,:;; ... 15 (fi2:d 
Fort1fic~ti6ns). furnishes a~<litionJl 1nf~rmation of this 
nttL~e. T~e inforraation ccintainod i~ t~ese docum~nts ts 
bcin:J USCG tn the COi'lStructiC,l of i:)U!1!~Gr•s a~ KliC Sanh as ;-:e11 

. as -en ;•oug:icut the I Corps area. 

Only three spall bunkers have been m&d~ ~~?~1ab1~ 
t t l '". • • • 1 • ,· t ~ I • . •• I. 1.-. ~ . o · .12 ,.J.gQ;!_l.!1~01::::cnca un11:~ __ _yrn nr v,,nc:1 ~--. i, nD'.G 
"' •1·ot··1 of"·,;-:.-.------·• ~-~....,..~...;,,.,•7,.·' [! . .;.t...· ,.. •. c, ·"" a i ·1\.1 ~ 1..;J f1w!-i...i.J•J 1,.-----: •• rc~{\.:\.~~ci ·ii '--atiU: ".1(;-.• 

T!1e Americi:in c~;ctors arc cur-ren'i:iy assti:.·:;·:-: that 
Sl:!'riouSly ~Iount:,;tl will be helicopter. eva;;l't:'tad -
but alr~ady sario~s probleus ~re arisfn~ ~i~h 
fJettins the heP:;opte:_~s safely on. the r;round an..'. 
loadirig .the liti2r ccs~;. · 
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1\03H10-c!nw 

co;i.:.~ r: Tllo quality of t,h:i ncdical trr·cat:,1,':rd; 1·Dceiv.:-;t: 
'.>j;-c:: ··--=::-Grsonne1 v.t Kne Sanh is unprcc~der.tcd i:1 ·,n itar~_y 
.<str _·_ .• The first aL~ f;;;ciliti0s at thi.:? i.,as0 ,·1',.: ,:Hi~qti, .. i:c 

. "j <. , , , .-- ,, f :~ ); -!: ·,' l ,-., :c ., ·, . ; ., i ·'• ./ !,~·'.' {"'\ ,: 1'. ,,. ' " "I ,., l' 'j .. ,,., •~ . t ,l ~• 'j--, "I 
L-. ..:>,-.,~•~ .• .,..,_ .G.,J .. L;;, - ~.,•--•.I'.__ ,., .... w11.- itJ.il %": Ot..1'.~~i..,.( l\.,,,. ._,,_1 ... 1.i1 

'· ", C' •·> ►" .,, ;~ ,:; U ' , . ·.: ' -,: -" '; ,·.'. ;.~ .. _: . ' : "> "· ._., n ''1° .-, •l _;, C t'i 2 ~- i ·" ' 1 1' '. i -; Cy at. 
, , ""' • ,t - , ., - ,._, - .,,,. I ~ I/ ,_ . :;: ....... " .... \ "-.! ••• to,, 4 VIL 

O 
' -?,. I'- -

-:.·:e ~~- ~~.; 1 
J ~.i.~- .-; ~ ·1 ~~ c..·~ •~::·: 1~··~ .~c~~t ~o:/'.'._ ·.,. 1:~ ~JD.:::.::C t"/n ·. 

·:. :.1;11,: ti~:.·~.,,.: :~;..; T "& L:v.,·'.--:.? :,.. ·1..·. ,J .... :;u .. t 1 c.; ::-;· t.: ~ :-;c~_ t10 :.,:.::; } J! \·.1 0:.: ;JdL: d 

• 

~tr:, ·1:· .. 1t~:~'.1.; :.,,.-.c.- ·:~·t '/[~c .. , ·1 ·;·;:1 cs 1n :ct:. s:·1c1.;~ ...... ~1i-i.::.i:::j." TJz~t l·!e . , 
,c.WC . ..:.::;: ·:·;L.: :to fo1lotr ti1is·r;011cy in s,:iit~: 0'? tr::.: cnu[;/_y's 

., :~t ·i;, : .: .-~ c.::.;.,,:i., n i ty is a f-i i1e · .;'..::s: t ->.:o:·d /~ to •i;;i-.:: :; ,"2;:1e::1 dous : .· .,.. ' . . t "' . . . ' ' ' .... . J,e ~-:~~· .. :,:p·tor-t· y una a·tr "=-~-~\re:.~:·}C;;/ ·cnJ<J~:'8<...: J~/ OJi~ .'('·~":C8S~· J~i. 
r• .;-~; ·-,~ ,\,..-.. · .~ t:':t.!3t,,."'JOt"~]t1 •·••1· ,.;·.lot ,.. ~.,.,!\•,•/~,,.."!I ~."'),..,·• .• , .... J .. ·'- i "r ~ d. 

'•J t.,,_ ·- ~.C,....,,\_; .;:)~"' •• 'o;i.•!> J _J•.1·.i:•._._(t _ .. :·1 ... ~v~,.-.i.;~~ :..:-•-~h ~>:.:~c., ... .., · .... XP,JS~ 

::~ t,;i-- ;~" ;··:;"e or r,:qu.rJ..:. _·~o tlr.:•i.-~ i:101~cinatr:!lf ·io .. :; 'etL.J,ls 
:n t·1: .. 2 fc,r·evacufA~1Ji'.. L::r.:: ·::. r:o r".tScr~ w,1y th-~ ;1,Aes,..:;1t 
CHl5U<-·•.tY ·~Vacu;;·;;.ior, ;::;lie:( can, ~;u'i: lh: ;,;(·::: ;7::;l'Jr.ed.· 

,\LLEG;~T1(J,~;-. The fc<l,r~i;~~ ~~~-·.a .c·:: ;:.one(:~~;, ~ ... ..:lcr~~s to ·thj: 
:..in coo rd i rc:J. t;, (i .,,'i ;l.!'..' : ;._~_ i fl ';! ;j le h :~;k Sa fl ll iH'fH'I 
•• t·.c:=::--~_-::-: ..... -::-.-~~• .. --·l'.:-~·•.,·-- ... -t ... ..,..: ' .. ~-- ·~ ~ .... :, . ,,.. 
dl liOU,, __ :-•.- .; :· .... ct.. ,.,_,.n:uJ]{)',. t, :.OC1.(!,_:p0u:;<? Qi,· 

uil i ts40rv·~- ... ;_:;~----:::-::-,:.:;-:.:.tr:-:.: i"_,r~'ru ;~ t i ill f O t:1 C: : 
camp. 

);:1L·-~. 1·~· The a]l~~ed ?!it"c~s <l:'!·~';::.::i1-..;in::.1· f\._n-e .';t:&~:~~ 2l'~ n(Jt· a 
~: - .-.,., ,._,_ • ; • • . ' ...,J ' 

JdL, '.;/~i-..:•of uf!its, ;.-;ut ir>:.:.d:h2r '-4. f·,:;ritinv f;:_1rc: .,;;-;ch he.::;, 
,,;)<". 'ci ')'"rfa!"'1·;,•ld ~-:o "'!,'.l.e•·l· ~.,).,.! ~~ •. -:•11"""'"'c-!,:.s- :-',': ·"' . . ,.-:,,..-;-.; .. c•:·;.,.,,,,.. •'-n_ .. ,,.-~\. \:,.,!~':,;.•·"kt..,; '-.,~--""~le; r.~t .. .-, .. ,v\1~.;-..~_tt .r.~~ v~. i. •'-:i·,v,I' ~•'-.' 

. ,ci,i~: t .. r~::t. This task organiz:•(j force 11:as ;~$'i:::p. ~f:!ed ·0•1-2:~ 
PG\"t(.lti o·? HOtlth:; ft0l!1 a sr:ial.1_ S;;;~cia] r~rc~~ C:(',_:r: '(? a :<:·11 

-~lar, . ..:,;:'i~. tJio~rnrful, reH1forcec .·1ann::; rt1g1u:::,:\". '-~:'i"i;:,, is . . . 
supp:j/ ---;J ty perso!finel fro!,1 the other sarvic0s \·1:io .iave spec·I·?1c·. 
sk'l'"&l<.:. :·"!is !Ji . .dldup 11as orderly and in consoi1,;.:n::::c Nith t,;1.:: 
c r: e my ·i:: ;~ r ~ :.:. ·:. , 

ft wust be re1;1eMbt''.0
,:..: that -c ~c!inforced ;·lar:i~10· 

·infat~(::··~, :;•~-~L:;cnt or·cquivalcnt ,.5. A~·r.iy-for·ce ,,1·in not on'iy. 
cons·Js~ ;,'l ·::,fantrymen~ but ah-s : .. os,:~· comb(1t sunloi"'t. and 
Co ·~·1l'"'r- " ;~.1,-:,..,., .. .:u•'•n.or~· ., .. {h:, _ .. ,_. :· .... ·:-.•o,:: ''"'""~ 1,·ed' \:'.·o '"rco·,,n;11·-:c() ,. "'> u"" .J ..._, ~ .... ""'~ - :~ 2-" " . ~11 • ~~ i.: ..... ~ ~v - i.. - Ji .._. ~1.._, G i "-' -u...., ,,~ ·• ~ •~ 

the niss·,.,;,., The. :infantry·c·i2:;: . ..:.i ~;_;,;-iot do it .alone. 
/\rtiile::'.:' .1·,~ts~ U.S. ;iavy S-:Ji-1 ,, __ :::; ::.:!:::i en9ineor H:r~·::s cu·e 
"Xa""r-lr,s• ,• .. ,,•~n 's,·•,.,po,,.t ·-.-,. .. ·. 1 •1 ,~·,.· T.1 ""' a~b;-j"1,Jty ❖,·, ' .. I. O'·'''• .:.7 ' 1 
,.; , lu tl • ..J • t.,,. 11 i;,,.. u ~,1. 1 a - , ! r~. i • ..... • .... _ , I • , . v v. _ .. J . ... ~ ., ... • ~ ;I..._ 

units 1!; ·:1:1Q1"ent in the Vi::n···lr. 11 ,·.::~':1::; orgardzatic.~"-' st, 0 :t.·:::...:rc 
·ai1d :?cil: ·.::,::ei'l r,roven in·cou:·:·1:;;::·'.· '. .. ::tt1cs·s1nce I~~.·;:· ... •"O • 
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C•'Fic;:;: OE' 'i\ii S?SCIAL ASSISTJ'..NT Ii'OR 
COUX?ERIXSURGE~CY AND SPECIAL ACTIVITIES 

Subject: Comparison of tne Khe Sanh Campaign with 
Dien Bien Phu 

.1. Gei-:eral 

1. ~ow that the battle of Kte Sanh seems about to e~ter 
~~e critical phase) it may be worthwhile to compare ~oth 
t~c g8~eral and local situatior6 with the battle of D~en 
Jicn ?j~. General Westmorelanc has made a decision to 
~cfena Khe Sanh. By ~his decision he is accepting btttle 
0,~ te::..1 rain and at a time selected by the enemy. · There 'are 
~hose who do~b~ ~he wisdom of his decision. It ~eems 
tighly likely that the critics and doubters will increase 
ir, nu;i~bers as costs, cas~alties and battlefield equipment 
~osses are revealed curing the course of the battle. We 
a.:ways know about our own losses from the beginning stages 
of tte battle. It will be many months, perhaps years, 
je~ore the full extent of enemy losses will be known to us. 
iieca·G.se of uhis, criticism ana second guessing comes easily. 
?o:..~ tr.ese reasons,' it seems important to draw a comparison 
between Khe Sanh and Dien Bien Phu to provide background for 
a mil~tary judgment which has ~lready been t~ken by the 
c0:-:1rnander on the g:cound and endorsed by the Joint. c:r.ie.fs of 
S--caff'. 

2. In ~he brief report whic~ fol:ows, there is a statisti­
c&l co;_-1parison of the forces i;wolved in terms of tneir 
s~~e~gth, firepower, mobility and support and the physical 
e~viron~ent in the area of the two battles. However, before 
·.-:0: e:r.arair,e those cor.,parison.s it sho-.lld be established that 
~~ere is an overall similarity between Khe Sanh and Dien 3ien 
?hu in the eyes of the enemy. The followi~g subparagraphs 
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c~~c&vor ~o oJtline t~c enemy view of the genera: situation 
~~.;-;. . ..:o~~~~;·. ,,~l;tn::.:;1 ar.C. tLe irr.portance of Kf~e SarlfJ. to 11is 

~- ~~ 19~~ Ge~cral ~avarr~ repl~ced Genera: Salan 
0.0 -~ :·1e 1? re :ic :--.. C o:·;·1c.~_r:O.e:.·,. '.i'l1e :'orce s av ai lab le to ~1irr. 
~u~~crc~ about 522,COC. Of ttese forces approximately 
:o~~J s0ven percent or 2~5,000 were local auxiliaries 
:nclud:.n~ Vie~na~ese, T~ai and Ca~bodians. The Government 
of Viet~~~ w~:ch ~ad been thrown together as a pol~tical 
expedie~t under Bao Jai was weak politically and 
ad~.-.inis t.::,-,ati ve ly. Corrupt ion v: as rc.1.mp&:1t ar.d subv0rs•ion 
and ~e~et::,-,ation widespread. The Vie~ Xinh had captured 
the patriotic the~e of national independence. 

b. Widespread guerrilla attacks fro~ the Tonkin D~lta· 
to Cau ~au had tied down in defensive bases the bulk 
of the ?rench Union Forces and their local auxiliaries. 
De Lattre had le:t behind a fortified line in the Tonkin 
Delta manned oy auxiliaries and. second line trOOi)S :. It 
was the opinion of General Giap that the opponent ~as 
o:-. ·cr1e horns of a diler:-1;:;-,a. 1/ If he concentrated his 
forces by witndrawing tr:.er.i. from the defense of the 
pop~latcd areas, he contrib~ted to the vulnerability 
of the rear, stopped pacification operations, and 
accelerated ~he possibi:ity of an early takeover by 
the Co:r,r;.unis'cs leao.ir..g to a. "mass uprising 11

• Alternatively, 
if he remained spread out ir a defensive posture then 
the Viet ~inh regiments and Jivisions could concentrate 
at will and destroy his forces piecemeal. 

~- In order to shake loose some mobile'forces Navarre 
p :.c,;,nned to t\Arn over the · 11 pacification11 task to tr,e 
Vietna~ese troops. Giap calculated that these were 
neither inspired nor reliable and would pose no serious 
obstacle to the V-iet Minh strategy. 

d. As soon as Navarre assembled his mobile forces, 
Giap ordered an irr.mediate offensive by guerrillas 
ttrcugnout the country. When French forces were committed 
at ~ie~ Bien Phu, Giap ordered an offensive in Laos at 
Se~o, Tha~ek and Luang ?rabang and in Vietnam at Tuy 
~o~, ?lei~u and An Khe. In February, the Viet. Minh 
se~zed forty-five strong points in the Tonkin Delta and 
most of these through defections. 

e. T:-ie Viet Minh had lonL, oeen convinced 'that 'they 
would ~a~ succeed unless and until they achieved a 

1/ :.:,'or compendiu;:1 
· f.r.nex A 

of NVN statements and analysis see, 7(l:19 
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Annex B) 

Dier-, Bien Phu 

Y ·n f/·~. ;.) ;l n h 

6 l/ X:( 'to Q·uctn[~ r~
1ri ;\ 

l60 XM to ~unanc 

~,: ~ :no:-l0 cor. :c-airJ.­
re duc od visib111tyt 

(::..) Ir.fantry· 5 Divs(-) (43,000) 4 Divs(+) 38,590( 

(2) Artillery** 96 Tubes 

(3) AAA** 

o. ?rie:r:c.ly 

(1) Infantry 

TotaJ 

(2) Artillery 

48 120 mm mortar 
16 122 mm rockets 

36-37 :nm 
80 l~-7 mm machine­

gu:1 

7,23j ?rench and 
A:'rican 

3, 5 79· Auxiliaries 
(VN, Thai) ---

10,814 

On Position 28 Howitzers 

(3) Armor 

(4) Other 
1-:.rtillery 
I:--: Ran.ge 

24 120 mm mortars 

·10 Lt tanks 

None 

** is~i~~ted on basis OB and TO&E 
l \•_:1 ~ •~ :-J 
k 1

-... • .1,l 

i. I 
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4 8 HO 1ti ( + ) (Es t ) 
24 mortars(Est)l2Qmm 
36 122min' rocket 

·. lct~ unc>· ·,~"- ·c-;;--- ~ • •:., .L..1.t:;J. V .._.u \.I, 

105 Recoilless 
(75. or 90mm)(EST) 

·,, 

24-37 .;n;n (EST) 
84 12.7 mm illachine­

gun (Est) 

5,906 uSMC 
400 VN Rar.gers 
500 Irregulars 

2 4 Howitzers: 
6 4.2 mortars 

None 

12 - 175 r:-u:i. gt;ns 

(.~· :~.' ~1\ ?·-.. ~:~ •. ;,· 
\.,, : . ~ ~-j .. ~: :·~; ·:i 
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(2) 

l1'i c)-~ t e rs/ 
Fic/1ter bombers 

Borr.'oers 

(3) Sorties (Maximum in 
one day) 

(a) Fig:1ter 

(b) Bomber 

( 4) Ratio bor.ib tonnage 
delivered per day 
approx 

b. Log Air 

(1) FW 

(2) Helicopter 

) 

77 

47 (B-26) 

[Both 
· 99[Types 

1 . to 

\ 
43 C-119 
,29 C-47 
(Maximum one. 
day delivery 
12) tons) 

Utility only 

200+ 
20d (+) 

. ' 

B-52 

500 ( +) , 

;-i,.: 

60 C-123 ii 
1~8 C-130 i,~·. 

,, ti 
-r--.pecessary .. , . .'.: 
cargo helicop~er .: 
augmentfl.tion '' 
(up to 1;000 , 
tons) 

500 + 
CH-54 
Heavy 

-. ·~.•~.~:- · re .ci:.· 

includ:iilg 
CH-56 /t 
lift as/ 

"· 

c. Mobile Reserves 6 or 7 
Infantry Bns 
(pcht delivery 
only) 

'. 17 USMC'Bns 
22 USA Bns 
All capable il{" 
airmobile 
introduction· 

III. Camp2i$n Scenario (To Date) (Annex C, Scenario) 

. 9. The sequence of events and preparations are •similar . 
~n ~any respects. In both cases the buildup of enemy forces. f· 
ove~ a period of about a month was followed by a slow· 
encirclement. Prior to the main attack there was prolonged 
supply activity and just prior to the attack, a series pf ~ 
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ccG~·G.~-·~~J.tcC.. ~4Gt~ ... G:{s a.zc:.ir~st poplila.tio~ cer:.ters and :~upport 
~',4.c~i:.-~:.es:, ::ic.rr,ic~i2.~ly ai:.~fields anG. LOCa. If t:ne prer:1ise 
::..:; ;:;--.::_,, 1"'.:::::o:.~t :.s correct -- 'c:-1c.t is that Khe Sanh is ,i 
,.:._,::. j:'_or. ?;-;-_:_ ::.:. tte eyes of the NVA, the::1 the evaluation 
~~:o~ ~s p~ooao~y close to the ~ark as an extrapolatiori 

:v. :::vc.lLCZ:.tion 

lO. Probab:e enemy course of action; 

a. At tempt to st:::-angle Khe Sanh by 11 axis'! or feeder 
tre~ches ala Die~ Bien Phu. 

G. De~y use of Xhe Sanh airfield. 

c. Dis a~tillery into case~ates with overhead cover. 

d. P.:r.busi;' .. all nearby LZs and. fortify all commandipg ,. .• 
terrain. 

' I 1!• ( 

e. Attack supporting artillery and airfields· as,,...far 
south as Car.1 nanh Bay, Tuy Eoa 1 perhaps Phan Rang -arid 
Bie:--. Ho&. 

f. Interdict route l north of Danan'g. 
·<i \ ' 

g. Raise, level guerrillJ- and sapper activity thr:oughou t 
country. , . ,. 

h. Initiate negotiations. 

W. E. DePUY 
Major General, ~SA 
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On ~&y 7, :96~ tte ~orth V:'...etn&~ese celebrated the 

Gen Hoang Van Thai, DeJuty 

~o:ens~ ~-:...nister and Xaj Gen Vuong Thua Vu each publishe~ / 

:cng artic:es in ~han Dan which explained the strategy 

~~:..ch naa :ea. tc the decision, and the logic of the ~ialectic 

~~:'...ch ~ade victory inevitajle. Though replete with tha 

~~~a~ ~arxian dcggere=.., excerpts fron these articles a~e , 

;:
0 0-.::;ao =..y des crip'ci ve of ·c1~ie cur-rent North Vietnamese -t-hi~ki~""--~. 

c:·: ·c;,e ro:.e of ·c:ne 11 Stra"'cez_;ically Decisive Battle, 11 cir.d are 

11 V-:...c·cory in t:-,e strc:..--cegically ·decisive ·r\a.ttles will 
J 

;;,c to --che side w::-wse lea'c.ership has seizec. the st:r-ategic , 

:'...:-.:'... t:_a "'ci ve. It will go to the force which 
,,'--

can force ·the 

ene~y to fight according tQ his strategic desires and on 

a;-i ac.vantageous battlefield of his owa choosing.n 

In order to ~arry out his plan of offensive Navarre 

pla~~ed to concentrate his force and "'Curn the defense of 

c~carcd areas to newly created VN units. "He p lanr.e c. to 

~se ;~~pe--c troops fer pacification and his European and 

~:rican troops ~or the ~obile attack ... against our ~ain 

The plar,ned. grand total of. enemy 

:_~orce::; wc·...i.ld "'Chen r.ave been a'oout 500,000, 11 

, •""; .... '\ .. ' '" ,-. .1 .. ,-. ;' 

. .. ' . : ~ .. ' -~ 
~-~ .. ~.:./:._ ... · ...... :,;.,J ~-

2 
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would 

7hoy saw it as an ideal 

I~ the enemy lost ~e would 

s (;::.s e :--.2 wo.:ld s ;_;_ffe:2 an i:;:,rc"Crievab le political setb c..Ck. 11 

"~i'ur·c:.errnore trle stru6gle ~:ove:-nent of the ?renc_h people 

opposition to the Indo China war ~ould be encouraged. 

a~t the internal contradiction: ithin French ruling circles 

n,_;\1.e battle of Dien 3::.en 'hu h&d already been cu:=cided; .. _ 

Ch::.s was a strategic deter~inat on that was carried to 

~r;.;.itia~ by an iron will ~hich id not flinch from difficulties. 

G·~::· leaa.ers:r.::., riad to dig nundreds of ;;-ieters of comrr,unications 

tranc~es ;.;.nder heavy enemy fire. More t'han 260,000 people 

gathered toGether to carry thousands of tons of food supplies 

For seven years the French army wished to 

n~ve a Cecisive and-~ajor coffibat so as to destroy Gener~l 

3iap's military force. For seven years (we) avoided such an 

e:,col.i.n'Cer because we lacked tnc r,ecessary capabilities. 11 

11 ..r::..::.::.e not realizini::; the enemy's st::cong points, we 

:.~c. to :,rla:~e .J(;.i"J.e ::J.o~ ... ~ o:."' h 4 r: 
~ ... wee:;,;" points . H~~ ~~ c;reatc;st 

t:r,_; ~1·:r:.c 0 s laJ in :-ds ::,;upply . Our tactics were :::~rom the very 
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~~e luunc~i~G of our campaign. 7he historic carnpaiGn ~nded 

Our troops had fought 55 days and 

iiistory ~eldom repeats itsel~ in detail. At t::e sai;;e 
I 

ti~e the &~praisal which the NJN strategists made of the 

?:2d;.ci.1 predicarr,ent is probably very c::.ose to tneir currer.t 

:::::;:~rai sal cf pol.i ti cell c onci.i ti ,Jl1S in So4..._th Vietnarr:, and the 

~o~e front sit~ation of the united States. Sq much $0· that 
I 

one can preci.ict, with a'good deal of assurance, that:the 
"--..__ 

;~v:-J will be deterred from an attempt to bill X:'1e Sann- as· a 

11 se cor:d Dien Bien ?hu" only by ·o eir,g conclusively defeated , '\ 

in. tf1a t area. 

::,•·;•.,.. :;--';~,--·\:.,..,,-~,~~~~ ?1; 

'I ,,i~ ::/},<~••~ ~I jj:~i 
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DJJ.P 

"L11 re11r.:~-1 
;,'or L,~:c 
l'-..:~ ri c ar.L3 
Vif :{c ~ 
VN A'C..x 

~Li, J 2 
?CJ69 
;~ ;:_1i 51.~ 
2:i.51 
J/i.;~8 

(Mar 13-May 6) 

4291 Reinforce­
raents 

F:cerich 
For Le[; 
VN & Afr 

-, ' 
.L 

1398 
962 

J.931 
4291 
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USi/iC 
L~ :,,1a1-- 13r1s 
J, R_cn Co 

Total 5906 

I l-·i/11> ( K",- e C' r, n'h \ ,"\ l, \•"".-..__,""' •l) 

l Ran.c;1c:r '.Br. L~oo 
RF/PF 07 
USEC & Ka.vy oO '· 

Advisors . . 
c:: := "/ . 
. f.J /' \ 

CIDG (Lang Vei)333 
USSF 1.o 

:r)+ 

, Laos-BV33 

Refugees 
Bru. 
Laos 
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['t.;J!I .; , 

i •() r [ ,<; ::: 
/\.f1•_;_c 0..r,s 

VN Aux 

( 4) (!c.pr 2!~--Ef:c"ecti ves­
j300 Troops) 

( 
i:; '), ~ Total Casua~ties 

DBP (~ar 13-May 9) 

KIA 1980 
WI.A 50j_3 
XIA 1795 

POW (?:fay 7-8) 6500 

Area) 

24 105 Ho 0
:[ 

4 155 tr ... ow 
24 120 :viort 

5 S-55 Helo . 
17 :forane II Cricl~ets 11 

(Based both at DBP 
& ½uong SaiJ Laos) 

2 Platoons of 
LiG;ht Tanks 

?F NVN 

:::..85, 000· 
( I:-.cludes ·ur.i.i ts 
of all "cy:;,es, 
sir:-:i::i_ar to the 
ga~rison o: DBP) 

r~r-1 :.,,,., '.,··. ': r·., 
\, • ' • ,I 
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18 
r 
0 
r 
0 

2 
10 

105 Ho-.v 
155 How 
4-.2 Mort 
]}5 gun? (RQ~l<::pile) 
.l. (J u-uno ( va.Jr.,P ' 
Carroll) .' 
Variable 

3 rltAF 
( 24 Jar. 68) 

( l) l 7 usr'lc Br~s 
22 uSA Ir;f :s::-is 
18 Arty Bns(US) 
14 Combat 

Spt .t.3ns(US) 
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... ,-.- -,,--, ,- -,.-.··· •,-.-.-. -, ._, -, ,,...., ,.., '":' 
-~•·-;,.J--1~ ._, -:~'_,....,.:~_Ull~J 

·.:c.; :'S :::-·: T::':·~ cluri.:.:::: 
-v~·---2 ~6'/ C.,:;_~,- sci.:~/:::. 
:~~Jy 30rt~c r&te 

SC =._Qo::: -:"!:-:-2::::.:,::::c:_e(: 

lcsse: ~erJ revlaced 
jy US tra~s:ers to 
2-.-~ ~8.i ~~ thi :~ t·j_;~ .. ~-r-2. 
~''rc.~.:: av~re1.c;2 rrt..:,{:~.,:.:21 ... 
c:_.,·/ aj_ lab~. 2 -/_;'as J.. '2 s s 
~~an ~his figui~.) 
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. 2 Sq1)_e,~ Ton::; 
SjkoTsky 
S-55 

32 Fi ;_:)1te:c:=; 
(?- =:ar C2.ts) 

:'..;.5 Fj_g:rte:c-:3or:i.bers 
( .::ell <i~_vers, 

... ~ - - . ,..., . \ ttaL~ca~s,~orsairsJ 

47 Homoers (B-26) 

6 C-119 (e1uipped 
for nap2.Jm 
bombing.) 

. 

(1) 

(2) 

1-{ ;J ~-c l< r:. r· i ri i.". :.: 

/~ Bn.:·.~ 

u~;J\ - 23i} UE 
( r, 0 D ~ ·i (; P · 0 c·, }- C Y•. L, U-.. ..1,._l {,;,U..,_ 

under,~ L,8-tcd clue 
to Yf;ec~f1t 
de11lo:y:;teLts to 
I Corp3, po.::."ti­
cularly th2 
1st P.i1~ Ca\1 ) 

142 Fighter-Bamb~rs 

USAF 

58 Fighter-Bonbers 

Varj_able 

:.t.· ~,.:, ~::: ~
1D2 tc,.'.c2,l .:,if 2,J,J Fj_;3:/ccr-:20c:-1.:oc.:~cs c1-~1~r2r1tly d8T)loyeci in 

J_ :~ t, Sc y··p .; ~~lY-ic":. ·'~ f' .: ta.~ G .3 tt.e :; or:: i c su11po rt avail a Ole f ro:;1 
Gt(~:::;_,; ~~~/~·'. lac: Ct~ i_G ::--i0 • 

•:.-~2: ... ,::..: sl~~ut do-.-n-. c.t ~:31? c~r~C..,l4 
a~~~tiJ~~l 167 su:~2r26 flak 

dest~oyed o~ the 
dar:!af;-2. 'I.'r.e 

~lzc clai~sd 7 8 nla~~s d~stroy~d in raids on Gia L~~ 
.~ 6 ~-:'.~.1.,.2!~ ~;!5~.~) c.;1c c,s,t ::i1 ('T 1-:~i~:.-~ch l'954). 

al~~ough this number wa3 
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.\ ·:. ,L' , •, ~ <. ~' ·;·. 1· J J ~ ~ .. 

... ·.-c \.,, ~-~~- :-., __ ; 
'~. -· _;, > ~-- ~.: ,. ~J . ·,' i (Jc... 

.... -~' - . · .. e,.;:f 0 / "":,· o .. -) 
-, j - --. .,,_ .-._ --- ..,, 

-..I;..,- __ ,._1 '.JV.,.,:.,) 

:.:~:-:~·_:·.-.-,._L·:~ C ~:2 
~2:~ ~/·c:--~r 0f ~23 
--cc~-.. :._i) 

c;... B2.~~tle P. .. rec.1. 
( ?e ~'so::.r-.el) 

,.. .( .... 
l..}.L 

. ~,.,,, 

:-r.::_ s c CJ .. -c1.:-1eo~;:.; 

J P:civii~ee:c 
Bolr.-uers 
( 2-~ -cor,s) 

T~ese were usually 
~sed to interdict 
ffiajor supply lines 
ir1to JBP. 

308 :Jiv 
3::_6 Div 
30Lt- D=:. \T 

3:::_~: :Ji V 

351 D::.v (H) 
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6u 

~:08 

:ri.i~{ 1~~ ,:: Gyr_J C 3 > 
capa.-:)le o:: 
lift:L::g ~-r~ f:,,~:,::~ 
:;,,ny o:.."' t:-:.2 ni':""" .. c 
rna~ o-:- ai Y ·Jas -:<~ 
0 -"' C'"\'--.j- 0 ·.-,r;,~,-c·-( r,r} 

...l l_. 1,., , .......... ....:-;,..Lu l ........ .i. 0 

the helicopter · 
::::up:Jort ci tee. 
c1.bov0. 

B-52 as sc~eduled. 

Sortie. rate si~ce 
19 Ja:mary as 
followsi: 

19 
,.. 
0 

20 27 
21-:?:2 !.~5 

23 ' 21.;. 
24 •. '.) 'J 

..) _j 

25 33 
26 33 
27 33 
28 33 

Average - 27 /Day · 

KHE 

To"cal 38 _, ]90 
( Not all of k1e D,:)ove 
have been posi~ivoly 
idGntificd in the ~he 
Sa~h area. A ~ot~l of 
nine re~imen~J a~c , 
currently car~icd as 
an ir:a.mediate threa:;:; 
..,__ ' 'h c• · h\ vO 1\. e 0 an1 ) 
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\. :· ,,.1 ·,., . · .. '. ·, 

L(.ij '/ '.)f:':((i 1-:0 \·l 
:~Cj :-:~:;. I-Iov: 

~r 
jG 
80 

:~_20 I'-·:n~t~t 
3'?n~n l~i-\. 
..L.M>~~,:G 

12-16 :<.:atyusha :i.{ocke--c 
Launchers 

I -, ,- -'. -, ~ •ri• .,, " -!·' ., ·,o ,·, cl 
\ • J_ f..::: lJ ~ .1, .. ..,1 l ..... J . .l. , .... U 

}~-\-~·c:;~1 ~~~~l' O?~" 
1 ·'- J. \.:,. .• •• C°.,,,, U Ci,.1..1.U 

"':':·· - ;· ·•
1

---. ;··r'•J r, •J.. r -• w,7 
,.1JJ > v\ . ..,V _ •,' .• :1 .__, C..:.....L.~ 

~~·~-..~ ~;_,t-.. >~::." ~"ire;~::.---e 
~s projatly correct 
:or to-ca: s~e~:3 of 
f;,,:_ :. ~ J'"~P e s ) :. • e , _, 
~~cl~Cing organic 
::.0 r-c c,.,:.'"' 3 " ) 

93,000 
di).ri:' .. g t:-,e 55 day 
bat~tle 

Sor'cie rste of 
about 40/ day. 
No::cn1al load about 
one ton plus guns. 

1\0:·,i2 except 
occasio~al use of 
6 conver~ed C-119 
:~,Jr nccp2.ln a-:-,d 5 
Privateers on route 
i:-1.:cerGic tion. 
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:05 
2J~. 

·~r 
jG 
24 
84 

~~52 1:0\'l 

J5, 105 
l 2 2:-;L;. :-Ic) ~/ 1 
;:,-;-~ \/7r-; u~·,, c,~,w.y•,'1 
.... l~ 1 ,..,,, ..:.... _,F VJ.;...,.d. j 

120:~..;:', lv'.o :c--c 
l 22r,l:','L RL 
37rr.:',, AA 
12. '/r1'LL1 I<G· 

Variable. Art;:/ c:.nc. 
r:,o rt D.r s1 a i:; K:-,e :·; an:~ 
are capable o-:..._, a 
daily· iate in exce~s 
of 5000 rounds. ' · 
Rein:~orcerr,ent or ·. 
repla'cem2nt 
relatively easy.~-

1 Sortie rate 
19 Jan - preser.t. · 

19 
20 

21-22 
23 

0 
).;. 

8L~ 
102 

0), 
(_ --~ lL;i.;. 
2S 125 
26 92 
2r-( ? l~ 

28 78 
Avcrc,r;e '70/day. 
No:c;::c,l load o:' 
3,000 lbs wj "cl1 
1 hour loite~ time. 

~ 9 ,...b"' J , . .L ·-.::: an so:c'i:;::.e 
rate of 27 /ds,y. · 
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4. :~sc~~)~ic~ of s~,~ort 
~:ea a~d ~a~~le Area 

~. =:~:~ .: -:ar1c e c::,r-J.Q 
22-:::: :ZJlac erner1t 
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t ~ :, '~; ,. .. ; 
~ ;_,: (_~ .. 

,'c.:Jo·,_;._·~ 100 tons/cic:..y. 
'.},ve:·, :i..f otl·,er 
~ir::ft h~d been 
~-.,~✓ ~1,_;_ ~.- ~l, 01 C till S 

:1c0rc wa~ cloJe to 
_:~~--.c L:0J1Ari c,ori. i s 
CQ.l,f~G f'1a~~ ·~J..ing 
ability fur air­
d:co=_:)ped loac..s. 

~~ cxcc~s 0f SJ0 UE 
.~1.,.-c·e i11 ~~u11:_;cirJL1~~1·.1.,~: 
[';J,nt:t~ I.'or i) 1~Jtr1 
t roo,j ::-.over:.•_; n t 
·,·,•d .I";•·,·p1-7Y' l..k~ .l l .. ,_.. U JJ._ • 

At lc~~t 1000 to~s 
;)er dc,.y •• \a-~e 
.~ubject t0 weather~ 
enemy AA dcfcn:;c~ 
n.r~ci t}:c CCtr~:o 
handlinc ability 
of tl1c i{he Sanl".1. 
i:;arri son. 

Sirri.~1-lar. nc1ch ::_s relatively lc/r:re1~ than 
surroundi~g ter~ain which is hilly 
jungle. See maps .for relative terrain. 

See rn.aps for distances f1·om support 
bases. 

....._" 
Dry Seascn, changing 
to Monsoofi rain in 
t,D r" ~ I 

... i..L • .L.J_ • / 

rt,oonsoon, with 
\ neavy fog in 

morning and 
ev.=;ning. 

"- . 

1\ 

=·~•2C:.::..·c.::. level c.c-c.ion arou.nd Se::10) Thakek) Tuy Hoa) Kor,:c.t;_r.1) 
?le:'...:<:.\,.) ;_n :-CLe a::.d :;;_w.::,c; Pra·oang. All actions VM. initiated. 
&::.c. :·:.oc.e:::'ately s·..:.ccess:::,ul., except at Tuy Hoa. French clair:; 
teavy Viet Minh casualties. 
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G-~\..) -1~ • 1 -i~l-.. ~~-;.j_t~:_c:_te ~--.c~~~vy .·_.,c·t.::..c;n_ ir1 1:~ed R:i. 11er TJel ta. l'Zir1Gl~ 
~c~io~ ~~ D~} pr~~~rily initiated ~y ?rench patro:s in force. 

_'-,· Y:·r::EC:"i ::_'.:;;ior"c lo:_,s of ,\5 strong points in 'I'onl<:.in Delta, 
~os~ly ~hrough dofect~ons. 

() Dc:r~,o.,gc J.O pl0,nes. 

~~~~rr~ i0 ')l~~~~ (VV ..L c;...; •• c--..LJL::: UU l _,_(..,.(,_...,e;u • .1.1 

of d~:,a0 e available.) 
cl airc, . Ho detailec. 

--~ \
1~>: c;...L-·-:.c~,:::\. po0t~3 or~ I-Ia;t:oi-I-Ia~iJl'"'~or10 :tiigflvra .. y. Captur-e or 

,., -.,,"··,,cv • 0 -00" 0
''' Ds---roy l 1."0 y,,y-'lc o-:-' Ua·•"O).. 'f.._i_., •. ~,.,o·r.cr R•o,·'. -:"'a,· ,_,_1 .... ....,,v .... ..l,j .l.. ._ vV'-'• \:,:•.JV 1V i;,;..... UloJ ...:.. ..,.1,. .i...1. -.._i.,:i...L._tJ•~ .._._CJ v_.._._.__....._,~ Y• 

v:✓: ini-~iate fi::1.a:.. pr.1a.; e of seie~e on D3P. VM at tack northern 
outpo~t of ~3P. French claim 1500 KIA. 

~::i v:•1; atto.,cl<:. Lac-D&o on Ho..noi-Haipho:ig Highway. 
20v lGA. 

20 ?rench seek US military coopera~ion. 

26 VX ~ntensify small unit action in Delta. 

VM lose 

7 s~~~: ~ction in ~onkin Delta increases. 
~a~o~ ~hre&tened. 

French consi.d.er 
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- -RADIO-TV 
DEFENSE DIALOG 

SUMMARIES ARE 
NOT TO BE QUOTFD BROADCASTS OF MONDAY, JULY 1, 1968 

RADIO-TV MONITORING SERVICE, INC. WASHINGTON, D. C. 

SUMMARY OF BROADCASTS CONTAINED IN THIS DIALOG 

Peter BACKES reported on the downing of a US military charter 
plane by the•soviets in the Kurile Islands. Frank BLAIR reported 
B-SZ raids on VC bases ringing Saigon. Ken BERNSTEIN reported ~n the 
destruction of a fishing village by the vc. Frank BLAIR described 
the successful test of the first Lockheed C-S Galaxy. Andrew 
GUTHRIE narrated a filmed demonstration of captured VC rockets by 
the 25th Inf Div, Arvin. Dan WEBSTER reported on the cutting of 
Highway 4 by the VC and the temporary span~ing.o~ the ~en L~c by 
SVN engineers. Tony SARGENT presented a filmeu interview with 
Col Norman ALLEN, describing the job of searching out VC rockets 
and crews in the area south of Saigon. 

US CHARTER PLANE HELD BY SOVIETS 

7:00 AM: TODAY, NBC-TV 

FRANK BLAIR: A big US military 
charter plane with 231 persons 
aboard was intercepted by Soviet 
planes and escorted to the island 
of Iturup in the Kurile chain 
north of Japan. 

PETER BACKES: It was the very 
first commercial flight for this 
DC-8 jet, Which was delivered to 
the Seaboard World Airlines, a 
charter company, just 10 days ago. 
It was ferrying a load of service­
men from SeattleD Wash, with a 
stop scheduled at Yokota. Japan» 
and then on to Viet Nam. As it 
neared Japan, the pilot reported 
his progress to another plane in 
the area, and last night, a 
Pentagon spokesman, Richard 
Fryklund, relayed this report. 

FRYKLUND: The pilot of the 
flight which later landed on the 
Soviet island reported at about 
7:20 PM, EDT, that his plane had 
been intercepted by Migs. Later he 
said he was being escorted by two 
fighters toward what appeared to 
be a Soviet fighter base. At 
7:39 PM, he said that he was on 
the ground and that there was no 

damage to the aircraft or injury 
to the passengers or crew. He 
said that the total number on 
board was 231, including 17 crew 
members. The last transmission 
was at 7:42 PM, when the pilot 
said that his engines were shut 
down. 

HACKES: In Moscow this morning, 
US Amb Llewellyn Thompson discuss­
ed the incident with Russian of­
ficials, asking for immediate re­
lease of the plane and the 231 
Americans aboard. Still no details 
on why the plane was intercepted; 
first word was, it had strayed off 
courseo The Russians say they're 
investigating the incident. 

B-52 1 s BOMB VC BASES NEAR SAIGON 

In Viet Nam, American B-SZ's 
dropped thousands of tons of 
bombs on VC bases ringing Saigon 
this morning; the objective, to 
wipe out enemy forces reportedly 
grouping for a new attack on the 
capital. In ground battles along 
Saigon's outer defense ring, Amer 
forces reported killing 56 enemy 
soldiers; only 2 Americans were 
reported killed. 

PUBLISHED BY THI! ATR FORCE {SA.F•AA.) AS EXF.CUTIVE AGENT FOR THE DOD TO BRING TO THE ATTF.NTION OF KEY DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 
P'ERSONNEL MATTERS WITIHN "JHEIR OFFICIAL RESPONSIBILITIES. NO OTHER USE OF THIS PUBLICATION IS AUTHORIZF:O 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

VILL!A:GES RAVAGED BY VC 

FRANK BLAIR: While the fighting 
raged, there was agony in a.long 
lfst ,o:f SVNese villages that have 
~een ravaged by the VC~ Here is 
the story of another terrorist: 
raid -from Ken Bernstein, in VN: 

(FILM CLIP) 
KEN BERNSTEIN: The funeral 

of Nguyen Van Tung(?) took place 
on ,a .sand dune overlooking the 
fishing village of Tang Tra(?). He 
was 34 years old, and he left a 
widow and three children. He was 
buried just beyond the barbed 
wir.e that was supposed to protect 
the village, but the barbed wire, 
a Civic Action platoon of US 
Marines and a detachment of VN 
Popular'Forces failed to protect 
Tang Tra, a refugee hamlet. __ T~e 
VC overran the village at midnight 
after pouring in mortar fire. 

VC demolition men set off dyna­
mite in the thatched huts, which 
burned to the ground. Along with 

:Nguyen Van Tung, '/0 other villagers 
-were killed. The disaster had been 
forewarned. Two months ago, the 
NC threatened to destroy the vil­
lage, unless the people s~opped 

1coopearting ':'i th the Americans; 
-the VC kept its word. 

SUCCESSFUL AF TEST OF GALAXY 

BLAIR: The biggest plane ever 
bu~lt was flown for the first time 
yesterday over the green country­
side of Georgia, the Lockheed C-5 
Galaxy, weighing 248 tons, its 
ta~l the height of~ 6-story build­
ing lumbered into the air on a 
test flight from the Dobbins AFB 
at Marietta, Ga. The 4-jet mili­
tary transport is 83 yds long, 
not quite the length of a football 
field, can carry 750 men or 62 
automobiles. [FILM CLIP] 

The b~g ship rose to 10,000 ft 
at 229 mph; it is capable of more 
than 500 mph. The AF has ordered 
58 Galaxies. Lockheed Pres Tom 
May said he would now like to talk 
about a somewhat bigger commercial 
plane, one that could carry 1~000 
passengers. 

In yesterday's first flight, 
__ the pilo.t_ r.ad ioed --back• "It- -hand- -

les beautifully, beaut:i£ully!" AF 
men noted that it had taken 300 

2 

r 

planes to handle the Berlin air­
lift in 1948; if the C-5 Galaxy 
had been available then, it would 
have taken only 10 planes to do 
the job. 

B-S2's STRIKE AT NVN AGAIN 

B-52 bombers today struck at 
NVN for the first time since May 
16. There have been many US air 
raids since that date, but until 
today not by the big 8-engine 
bombers. In SVN, other B-52's 
heavily pounded secret VC bases 
in provinces around Saigon, bases 
where red troops are reportedly 
preparing for the expected big 
attack on Saigon. 

UNCOVER VC ROCKET ARSENAL 

Meantime, SVNese troops outside 
the capital uncovered a big new 
rocket arsenal. [FILM CLIP] 

ANDREW GUTHRIE: The VC lost 
their chance with these rockets. 
Tnese are some ~f .the cache of 124 
rockets found near Due Hua, along 
with many other shells of various 
shapes and sizes. Troops of the 
SVNese 25th Inf Div found these 
rockets hidden in a paddy dike, 
covered with dirt. The SVNese were 
very pleased with their find and 
showed it off to the Saigon press 
corps. And then, to add emphasis 
to the display, two of the rockets 
were fired. 

[DEMONSTRATION OF ROCKET FIR­
ING.) 

The first was set up the text­
book way, with metal launching 
tube and mount. The second was set 
up by American military advisors 
just the way the VC have been fir­
ing them, very simply. The rocket 
is laid in the V of the poles; its 
course is set with an aiming de­
vice and a simple compass, and a 
battery-powered switch sets it 
off. These rockets carry about 15 
pounds of TNT. The soldiers are 
always pleased to see them fired 
in the opposite direction. 

VC BLOW BRIDGE SPAN 

7:05 AM: MORNING NEWS. CBS-TV 
- -us- ·B.;.sz bonioersraided targets 

in NVN today for the first time in 
almost Z months; 25 of the big 
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Honorable Bob Caisey 
.douse of Represent.a ti ve;;.. 
\V&&hington, o.c. 20515 

• 

i\1is letter i• in ret)l;t t.o your inquiry of 26 July 1968 
on ;;,ehalf of Mrs. Patricia L. Luyties concerning the 
;,:i.arine coml.>at .oue at Kt::.s tianh,. 

A milit.Ary force, in order to .L,e guc~ssful, muat be 
responsive to the vagaries cf t.ie enemy, terrain a.~d 
th.a weather. During tm~ past three years, the success 
of our forces in Vietnam ha3 l;een ;;ar:sed on our a,:.:;lli ty 
to anticipate and provi,ie for tnc affect of these 
variables on our operations. 

Larly this year, ~'le defe:ns~ of the Kha Sa..'lh combat base 
lfJas necessary for several reasons,. 'l"'i1e ba.se waa located 
a$tride the fllajor infiltration routes leading from ,,orth 
Vietnar.o., through Lao.s into the nortilerr1 provinces of 
south Vietnam. 1.'heae routes -v,ex·e a.m.ong the :most traffic­
ahle availa.ole to tho a11;;J~;.-,.:t during the annual. .:Iovember 
t11rougn April monsoon soa~on. 

uuring mid-January 19trn. a ma.jar confrontation hatwac.1n 
alliEJd and North Vietna..:."n,"li,Hl forc~~u developed in the 
~-Jiu 5anh area. !Ne have r.-eil:.c>On to i;,elieve" that the 
et1<f1U:;! intended to overrun .;,he ,Jann _preparatory to the 
corun\Qnee.me.nt of their A°:'et of.f;maive. The necessity for 
tha enemy to gain oont;rol of t<i:lo .~anll. and the infiltra­
tion routes in that. arcta cau now .1.:ie fully ai;:,,pre~.i.ated 
in view of the events of tl1a vaat sh:. montiis. 

riy holdin9 th.is base, a relatiwrly sn,all allied for¥.=t1 
prevented the enemy from qaining free access tot.he 
northern provinces and ill so doing, successfully tie;:l 

~ ),, d~n an estimated 20,000 Norta Vietn.....,se sol<il.ere>. 

✓~~~ 
BJ, l 
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• 
't~iesc enor.\~ forces, wili le commi t.tcd to tnc destruction 
of the iC:he ::ianh batvi, vmre severely a·ttrited by the 
combined firepower o.f O';J?." Jrou1.v1 -anJ aviation units. 
»y sid-Harch the erwc·11, ,J.avins l ,can t..l1wartcct with !1eavy 
losaeo in hia atteR.(pt ti) ~t0stroy t,ne tia.•1h, began to 
ru>~don the field and wit11;:ira,v into North Vietnam and 
.Lno:s. 

'.i.1h.roughout tn.e s1;:ring antl t:,arly fiU::-U!iGr of. this year, the 
onei:iy J,as 1~ade ,.1tt..~:1l)ts to introci:i,1ce major forces into 
! Corps Tactical Zone u~ing other infiltration routes, 
notably throu,;!1 ti.1c .:'\,ihau Vallt~y and down the coa,st.al 
plain from N.orth Vietndni. Jis efforts in the .i.(h.e Sanh. 
area nave been oorro.Jyondingly reduced. The garrison­
ing of the Khe Sa.nil corrJ;.;\t. hasa was vali<., only when 
t..1\e baae sorved to li:m.it infiltration and inflict. 
Ca.$U.alties on the enemy .. l'.'ha continued occupation of 
the combat base when ll:lajor en£w1y forces were operatinq 
elsewhere served no ut1-aiul _purpose. Accordingly# the 
oase was closed, thus freeing tt1e f orcea that had 
occupied it t.o seek t,ie eJ:let,it in otJ1er areas. 

i-ihile we are no longer 011arat.in9 from a fixed base at 
Khe .Sa.nil, I must emphasiza that. ,-,c have not abandoned 
the i01e Sanh area. we .:1.re continuing to activelt 
t1nga.ge enemy unit.a in the h.Ue :...,anh area, but only with 
tile forces COftl.Mnsuratc with tie eneny threat. Our 
increased mobility has >:,ath1 it possi.:.>lt~ to conduct 
aggressive and far ran•Jins oper" .. tions throughout the 
western DU araa of ·,.mic11 .:he ~anh is a part. 

In snort, we reali,1na<l our forces at Kne 8anh b(.cm.usc 
t!le enemy wit!ld.row its major forces from the area; 
.because 1 t w4s uneconotni cal, i.n view of tne enemy 
threat elsewhere, to r~jtain a large garrison in tnat 
area, and finally, LecaLWa our increased mobility 
and generally improved ~osture vis-a-vis the enemy 
throu~,nout l Corps now allow.1 us to make maximum use 
of our sui)erior mohility to seek out and destroy 
t.he enemy forcas. encount~:red in the ,1~stern DMZ area 
with a force cori'1illensurata wit.~ t11e anernv threat. 
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A03Hl3-eps 

l trust that this information .rill .l::iuffice to answer 
the question pos-ed hy ,,irs. Liurties. 

~,iucerely, 

Copy to: SECNAV 12-7482 
OSD #12513 
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H9USE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 
. Jut ZtAS~Nf{T~ dbi, 

DfflCE ·Jr ii!f 

SEC~~-!-~-~-~-~~-~~>'. •......... , 191.~. 
Congressional Liaison Office 
Defense Dept. 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

The attached oommunioation is sub­
mitted for your consideration, and 
to ask that the request made therein 
be complied with, it possible. 

If you will advise me of your 
action in this matter and have the 
letter returned to me with your 
reply, I will appreciate it. 

PLEASE REPLY DIRECT TO ME AT 
1035 LHOB. 

Your reply to It.em No. 5 would 
be appreciated. 

Very truly youra, 
? 

, ............. r ... -t .. -~ .. , ..... , .. -:::-•• ....... .._,~~-r·,··'t'-···,_ .... 

/;'.;~t:_· ____ j~~;,!;;: ___ ~ 
,,. 
' 

:: tac~ene'IMTJUCY, f:1f:IJUI i:-; 513 
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) \ :~,,,·: 0.f '1n,~ o·t-." c,~· ~nl.i..~,rfl i'.l '1t: 5-nn';~!)'-i.."'-

":•n•_ i:•\Y'nt1l rrrf'nr''.7 fl f1lTif~le ft1T)G~.L,~n lteP1f~ 
r,.11 11 ,~~'tt"' i~1lfl, ~ .. ,5.t:: t·nc r-~,n. l v:\.~0~•:,u0,ly p,\lrr'nrt 

f,-i- '.'ltt,n11• f'rl·~tr,.--,7 r11:1inh"1':nt "Ind ,rtr'.ci ·•~1 

·1~. ,, r_,r,11'i'l t r1 ,":.llt~· .... ~:tJ C.l''~ :tl~~ 

T •·\!;•",wt lrri nlrit.1.nn to nut l-1w tl.0 :;0rr"i'.ur·,i st 
·.,,,,. ·;n::,·::un, r,t ,tl'm j_ n h'0~)-~i--, ct·o~11 t·r.(1 t,l,)n. 'I'11r: 

1'-,\11•,.1•1 1 1\ .,f., •1 !vn,•.qt"' tl"1f' i4,\tf!r1,f1r1"W nf O\JT' ,,.lr-r1 1~rnrncnt; 

('4.) 'iiith th~ cdt.i.G,"'1. nerd in 0ur ,1•,m •~cuntr/, •::r.·l 
,·1i1.·., :·.,,e i.ncredi'•1l' riRi_,'lT c0,,t of li.vinr;, wl1y 1Jr1: ,H! 

>!ivln;- ·.,~;,C~:O,JJO tn Gf:ntnl A•ned.0µ,1., .... 

, , I 

1_·,·:,.~ 
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-NEW YORK. FRIDAY, JUNE 28. 1968-

, JOHNSON SUBMITS 
J PLAN FOR VOTING 
lf BY 18-YEAR-OLDS 

Sends Congress Amendment 
to Assure Nation's Youth 

'That They're Trusted' 

~t-ks Text of President's message 
appears on Page 27. 

n- ---------
y­
ld 

By DAVID R. JONES 
Speotal to Tht ~ YOllk Times 

J· WASHINGTON, June 27-
ir President Johnson proposed to-

- · ~ r,onstit~onal amendment 
• "Cr the voting 

·- permit u 
·,e reali 

·ns ar 
by ex 
) pub 
1 Ian 

1e vat~ 
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.8 The New YorLt :rtmei!li Company. 

-NEW YORK, THURSDAY. JUNE 27, 1968-

~ S AMERICAN FORCE 
~. REPORTED LEAVING 
' BASE AT KHESANH 

'C .,.., 
They Are Said to Be Moving 
to Camps Nearby-U.S. 

T 
Silent on News Dispatch 

Spec.la! t«J 'T'h-e N-ew York Ti.mes 

WASHINGTON, June 
Khesanh, the United States 

;$ Marine base in northwest South 
Vietnam that became the sym­
bol of a controversial military 
strategy, is being abandoned, :. 
according to a dispatch in The U 
Baltimore Sun. 

The report states that the A 
withdrawal has been accom- d 
panjed by a build-up of several 

- United States combat bases a ir 
i few miles to the east, just out v. 
1 of range of North Vietnamese Cc 
·, guns. Among the bases that_ 
, are being strengthened, The -
; Sun reports, are Landing Zone v 

Stud and the hilltop camps 

1 named Hawk, Cates and Mike. 
The Defense Department de- ( 

~ clined to comment on the dis­
patch, which was sent from 

-~ Khesanh on June 24 by a Sun 
correspondent, John S. Carroll, 
and published in the newspaper P 
yesterday. 

In Saigon it was announced 
that Mr. Carroll's military ac­
creditation had been suspended 
indefinitely because he had 
broken rules that forbid dis­
cussion of future plans,. opera­
tions or strikes to insure the 
protection of troops. ~ 

No Confirmation or Denial or 
The ffiilitary officials in Sai- N 

gan said there would be no dt­
confirmation or- denial of the ur 

, Carroll dispatcfi. Brig. . Gen. re 
Winant Sidle, the American ti: 
"chief of informatj'?n in Saigon, , 
warned correspondents ·that p< 
they would lose their creden- ct, 
tials if their dispatches de- n: 
scribed the situation at Kh-e:san O{ 

The general also urged cor- N 
respondents not to report on hi 
the decision to lift Mr. Carroll's s, 

l'credentia1s. Such reports mightlm 
tend to confirm the dispatch in 

•;u The Sun, he said, and thus 
help the enemy. But they would b:,, 
not be considered violations of tr: 
security regulations, he said. m 

Mr. Carroll wrote that "the re 
move is no secret among the ic: 
men at Khesanh, nor is it hidde tr, 
from the North Vietnamese in 

, Continued on Page 4, Column3 C .... 
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U.S.·Forces Reported Abandoning Khesanh Base 
Continued From Page I, Col. 3 Vietnam Casualties demilitarized zone, was viewed The critics of the eWstmore­

by the Westmoreland command land strategy saw Khesanh as 
the hills overlooking the once• w ASHINGTON J 26 as an essential point from a worthless camp unsuitable for 
besieged base." (UPI)-The Defense unJepart- which to mount . attacks_ qn defense and not in the Ameri­

He reported that the metal ment today identified 'the fol- enemr forces seeking to mfil• can tradition· of offensive war-
sheets that had formed the /owing servicemen . from the trainte 1

1anttoJthe Soutthh. d f fare. There was no reason, the 
• · • N w y k h' · b e anuary ousan s o . . . Khesanh airstnp were bemg ~ ?r ~rea a~ tivmg een enemy troops began to mass cr1t1cs argued, why American 

removed, that helicopters were killed m Vietnam. about the base, and the Amer· boys should be placed .within 
hauling o_ut loads of equipment, . Army I ican defenders were subjected the range of . well-emplaced 
tha.t. muddy, rat-infested bunk- STASIO, R1cha:d P., Pk, Brooklyn. to an intense barrage of rockets guns that could not be effec-
ers were being dismantled and Marine Corps and shells. By early March the tively silenced. 
that bulldozers were pushing ANSELL, John A. Jr., :Pfc., Brook, camp v.:as fully surrounded by 1 1 A .1 ft t d · · 1 lyn. an estimated 20 000 enemy n ear Y pn • a er wo an 
batte~ed equipment into ho es, BALL, Robert L., Pfc., Trenton. Jd' d ,.• h d b a half months of encirclement, 
reducmg the camp that once ============ so ier~ an supp 1es a to e . 
teemed with 6,000 men .to dropped ?Y planes. ~n American column advanced 
"broad fields of freshly over- concept ~f a "Western anchor" A~~ w1desl?read con_ce!'n that m!o the bases and the enemy 
turned earth" for the lme of bases along the a military disaster s1mllar to drifted away. It was never de-

. • ·, • . • border zone between North the French debacle at Dienbien- termined whether the enemy 
Interest Lively as Ever and South Vietnam would sur- phu in 1954 was in the making, withdrawal was the result of 

Mr. Carroll · reported that vive, "if in slightly' modified Khesanh became a controver- the intensive shelling and 
Brig. Gen. Carl' W. Hoffman, form." sial symbol. bombing attacks the Americans 
the commander of American The original decision to stand The Westmoreland command mounted, or strategic consider­
forces in the Khesanh area, had fast at Khesanh was made argued that the importance of ations, or a combination of the 
said in an interview that "our while Gen. William C •. West- the base had not been de- two. 
interest in this area remains as moreland was the United States creased by the siege because it About 100 Americans died 
lively as it has ever been." commander in South Vietnam. was tying up thousands of during the seige and hundreds 

"We have no intention of Two weeks ago he left Saigon enemy troops and still in use more were wounded. The toll 
letting the enemy operate free- for Washington he became as a camp from which enemy in enemy dead and wounded 
ly here," the general was .re- Chief of Staff of the t-,rmy. His infiltration routes could be probably will never be . deter-
ported to ha'.(e said. . . successor in Vietnall). is Gen. threatened/ mined. 

The Sun correspondent also Creighton W. Abram9. 
quoted "some marines" at Khe- 'The Khesanh base,, one of a r-­
sanh as having said that the string of bases just soµth of the I 
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URSDAY, JUNE 27, 1968 

Aides Display 12-Foot Cr_aft 
They Contend They Sank 

PANMUNJOM, Korea, June 
26-North Korea displayed a 12 
foot speedboat during a meeting 
of the Korean Armstice Com­
mission here today, and said it 
was the "U.S. imperialist spy 
boat" that it had reported hav­
ing sunk Saturday off its west 
coast. 

The craft is of Japanese make 

C 

Proceedings in the U .N. 
YESTERDAY 

(June 26, 1968) 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Special Committee on C~lo­
nialiom -Adopted resolution 
on Portuguese territories. 

Subcommittee on Pacific 
Ocean Territories-Completed 
work on Gilbert and Ellice, 
Pitcairn and the Solomon Is­
lands and New Hebrides. 

SCHEDULED FOR TODAY 
(June 27, 1968) 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Special Committee on 

Peace - Keeping Operations,-
3 P.M. 

Special Committee on Colo­
nialism, Subcommittee on At­

. !antic and Caribbean Terri­
tories-10:30 A.M. 

Committee on Peaceful 
Uses of the Seabed, Legal 
Working Group-3 P.M. · 

Tickets may be obtained at 
the public desk, main lobby, 
United Nations headquarters. 
Tours: 9:15 A.M. to 4:45 P.M. 

with two American-made out- waters as part of an American can vessel had been sunk or 
board motors. A steel plate scheme to "ignite another war otherwise involved with North 
bear many bullet holes, of aggression in Korea." He had Korean forces last Saturday, as 
mostly in the bow, indicating made the same ch\irge . about the Koreans contend. · 
that the boat had been manu- the United States mtelhgence The State Department spokes• 
factured by the Yamaha motor ship Pueblo, captured in Janu- man, Robert J. McCloskey, 
Company of Japan. The 50- ary off Wonsan. said that the North Koreans 
horsepower outboard motors The chief delegate of th~ had raised the alleged incident 
were from the Kiekhaefer United Nations Command, MaJ. at a meeting in Panmunjom of 
Corporation of Fond du Lac, Gen. Gilbert H. Woodward <;if the Mixed Armistice Commis-
Wisc. the United States Arm:y, s:t1d sion. . 

"This is the joint _prod~c~ of that a preliminary invest1ga~10n The United States position 
U.S. and Japanese 1mper1ahsts of the North Korean accusation, remained as it was stated by 
said Maj. Gen. Pak Chung Kuk, broadcast Saturday over the the Defense Department Satur• 
the chief N~rth Korean delegate ~yon~y~ng radio, "reveal_ed an day, Mr. McCloskey said:-a 
at the meetmg. msuffic1ent :3-mou_n~, of evidence complete denial of any Umted 

He charged that the boat had to substantiate it. ~e prom- States engagement with North A~--,··• 1 "'" ''"~""" """ h"r. , __ ,1 -, f11\l investigat10n, how- l<nrP::l 
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2 26th Marines Awarded PUC 
WASHINGTON - The 26th 

Marine Regiment and its reinforc­
ing units, which held the Khe Sanh 
combat complex in Vietnam against 
seemingly overwhelming odds dur­
ing the seven-week. attack by 
North Vietnamese forces, has been 
awarded the Presidential Unit Ci--tlon. ' 

President Johnson conferred 
the citation at White House cere­
monies. Accepting the award was 
Col David E. Lownds, who earned 

the Navy Cross for his leadership 
of the regiment during the action. 
Accompanying the colonel was 
Sergeant Major A. W. Smith, the 
senior enlisted Marine from the 
Khe Sanh combat base. Smith, the 
sergeant major of 1/9 which rein­
forced the 26th Marines, earned 
the Bronze Star for his role at Khe 
Sanh. 

The regiment's mission was to 
hold the combat complex, consist­
ing of the combat base and sur-

rounding hilltop positions which 
blocked · enemy routes into the 
northern provinces of South Viet­
nam. 

Opposing the regiment w~e 
two North Vietnamese Army divi­
sions, reinforced with artillery, 
tank, anti-aircraft artillery and 
rocket units. 

While occupying the position 
from January 20 to April 1, the 
Marines daily were subjected to 
hundreds of rounds of artillery and 

rocket fire. On Feb. 23 more than· 
1,300 artillery and rocket rounds 
struck the combat base. . 

The bombardments were fol­
lowed by ·repeated grQund attacks 
on the Khe Sanh positions. Though· 
outnumbered, the Marines hurled 
the enemy back, inflicting heavy 
casualties. · 

In citing the reinforced regi­
ment, the President stated that 
~•By their gallant fighting spirit 

(Continued On Page 3) 
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'1For Extraordinary Heroism and Courage,, 

• 

(ContJnued From Page 1) 
and their countless individual 
acts of heroism, the men of the 
26th Marines (Reinforced) es­
tablished a record of illustrious 
courage and determination in 
keeping with the highest tradi-
tions of tbe Marine, Coi-ps and 
the United States Naval Serv­
ice . ., The eomplete citation fol-
lows: 

"For extraordinary heroism 
in action against North Viet­
namese Army forces during 
the battle for Khe Sanh in "the 
Republic of Vietnam from 20 
January to 1 April 1968. 
Throughout this period, the 26th 
Marines {Reinforced) was as.­
signed the mission of holding 
the vital Khe Sanh Combat 
Base and positions on Hills 
881, 861-A, 5511 and 950, which 
dominated str-ategic enemy ap­
proach routes into. Northern I 
Corps. The 26th Marines was 

•

opposed by numerically superi­
or forces - two North Viet­
namese Army divisions, strong-
ly reinforced with artillery, 
tank, anti-aircraft artillery and 
rocket units. 

"Th e enemy, deployed to 
take advantage of short lines 
of communications. r u g g e d 
mountainous terrain, jungle, 
and adverse weather conditions, 
was determined to destroy the 
Khe Sanh Combat Base in con­
junction with large scale offen­
sive operations in the two 
northern provinces of the Re­
public of Vielnam. The" 26th 
Marines. occupying a small but 
critical area, was daily sub­
jected to hundreds 6f rounds of 
intensive artillery, mortar and 
rocket fire. In addition, fierce 
ground attacks were conducted 
by the enemy in an effort to 
penetrate the friendly positions. 
Despite overwhelming odds, the 
26th Marines remained resolute 
and determined, maintaining 
the integrity of its positions and 
inflicting heavy loss-es on the 

•
enemy. When monsoon weather 
greatly reduced air support and 
compounded the problems of 
aerial resupply, the men of the 
26th Marines stood defiantly 
firm, sustained by their own 
professional esprit and high 
sense of duty. Through their 
indomitable will, staunch en­
durance, and resolute courage. 
the 26th Marines and support­
ing units held the Khe Sanh 
Combat Base. The actions of 
the 26th Marines contributed 
substantially to the failure of 
the Viet Cong and" North Viet­
namese Army winter/spring 
offensive. The enemy forces 
were denied the military and 
psychological victory theY so 

• 
desperately sought" By their 
gallant fighting spirit and their 
countless individual acts of 
heroism, the men of the 26th 
Marines established a record 
of Ulustrious courage and de­
termination in keeping with the 
·highest traditions of the Marine 
Corp.s and the United States 
Naval Service." 

NAVY CROSS TO 
COL. LOWNDS 

Col. David E. Lownds, who 
commanded the 26th Marines 
at the Khe Sanh combat base, 
was awarded the Navy Cross 

. he1:e. ,at tho -Marine Barracks. 

COLONEL DAVID E. LOWNDS 
Presenting the Nation's second 
highest .military de-coration to 
the -colonel was Secretary of th-e 
Navy Paul R. Ignatius. 

Col. Lownds was cited for his 
leadership and command abili­
ty while serving as commander 
of the combat base from Au­
gust 1967 to April 1968. Colonel 
Lownds, the son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Herbert J" Lownds of Adams, 
Mass., also is a veteran of 
World War II, the Korean War, 
and the Dominican Rep u b Ii c 
crisis, Part of his citation fol­
lows: "Colonel Lownds' superb 
knowledge of and appreciation 
for the terrain and his aggres­
sive utilization of all supporting 
arms minimized the effective­
ness of the enemy attack and 
resulted in a large number of 
enemy casualties. During daily 
enemy rocket and artillery at­
tacks, his superior tactical 
judgment, c al m leadership, 
brave demeanor, and resolute 
endurance were an inspiration 
to all around him and were a 
prime factor in maintaining a 
high level of morale among his 
men. Colonel Lownds upheld 
the highest traditions of the 
Marine Corps and the United 
States Naval Service." 

KHE SANH WRAP-UP 
Khe Sanh was first occupied 

in force by Marine units in 
S-eptember 1966, when 1/3 ar­
rived during Op-eration Prairie, 
and used the Khe Sanh airstrip 
as a base of operations until 
February 1967, 

The area around the combat 
base became relati vcly quiet 

during the early part of 1967, 
and, at the close of Operation 
Prairie I, 1/3 was replaced by 
a reinforced Company B, 1/9, 
which continued to provide se­
curity for the base and the air­
strip" In addition, Khe Sanh be­
came a base of operations for 
the Combined Action Platoons 
in the surrounding areas. 

In April 1967. an enemy unit 
moving to assault Khe Sanh 
was surprised by Marine ele­
ments and the historic ,battles 
for Hills 881 North and South, 
and Hill 861 began. Fighting for 
these hills continued from APr,il 
24 until May 12. Marine units 
participating in the fighting 
were reinforced 2d and 3rd Bat­
talions of the 3rd Marine Regi­
ment, along with Regimental 
Headquarters. 

During the summer and fall 
months of 1967, following the 
battles for 881 and 861, the 
western area of the DMZ was 
again relatively quiet. Marine 
units continued their patrol 
operations, and Marine recon­
naissance elements continued 
their surveillance. 

When increased enemy activ­
ity became apparent around the 
Khe Sanh area, Operation Scot­
land was initiated on November 
1, 1967. The operation involved 
one Marine battalion (l/26), 
which had .arrived from the 
United States in the fall and 
joined Operation Prairie. 

Initial contact during Scot­
land was light, wilh scattered 
fighting reported in all areas 
around Khe Sanh, but evidence 
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continued to point to the fact 
that the enemy was increasing 
his forces in the area. 

In December, reconnaissance 
showed a marked increase in 
enemy strength around the com­
bat base, and indicated the 
enemy was massing his forces 
in the western Quang Tri area. 

On December 13, LtGen. 
Robert E. Cushman Jr., ·com­
manding general of the III 
Marine Amphibious Force, or­
dered the Khe Sanh base to be 
reinforced by an additional Ma­
rine battalion ... 2/26. 

As fighting and enemy activi­
ty increased around the Khe 
Sanh area, so did the size of 
the Marine force there. On 
January 16, 1968, the 16th Ma­
rine Regiment was brought to 
full strength with the arrival of 
3/26~ and the Marine force was 
further strengthened by the ad­
dition of 1/9t on January 22. 
Five days later the ARVN 37th 
Ranger Battalion was airlifted 
to Khe Sanh and took up de­
fensive positions on the perime­
ter. 

By the end of January, the 
combined strength of the Khe 
Sanh combat base was four 
Marine infantry battalions, one 
Marine artillery battalion, and 
one ARVN Ranger battalion. 
This force included 105mm 
howitzers. 90mm gun tanks, and 
106mm recoilless rifles, both 
tripod and Ontos-mounted. In 
addition a detachment of Air 
Force personnel and Seabees 
completed the makeup of allied 
forces. 

The Khe Sanh combat base 
was commanded by Marine 
Col David K Lownds. On Janu­
ary 20, an NVA battalion mov­
ing toward Hill 881 South made 
contact with elenients of a Ma­
rine patrol. Marines froin 3/26 
killed more than 100 of the 
enemy in the ensuing fight, and 
forced the NV A battalion to 
retreat . 

During the last 12 days of 
January, allied forces fired 
more than 13,000 artillery and 
mortar rounds in support of 
Khe Sanh. There were 3,990 
fixed wing attack sorties flown 
by Marine, Navy"and Air Force 
pilots in support of the base, 
and B-52 bombers flew a total 
of 288 sorties duling this period. 

Ground action during Februa­
ry at Khe Sanh was limited to 
enemy probing attacks, which 
resulted in only two major con­
tacts ... both early in the month. 

On February 5, a battalion­
sized enemy force, supported 
by rocket and mortar fire, at­
tempted to overrun Marine po­
sitions on the west side of Hill 
861. Company I, 3/26 killed 109 
of the attackers on the delen­
'filve wire. 

In a related action on Febru­
ary 7, a large enemy force~ 
using RusSian PT-76 amphibi­
ous tanks, -overran the Lang 
Vei Special Fotces camp five 
miles southwest of Khe Sanh. 

, . On February 9, again after a 
heavy rocket and mortar at­
tack, an NVA battalion assault­
ed Company A, 1/9, two miles 
southwest of Khe Sanh airfield. 
After some penetration of their 
position, the Marine counter­
attacked and killed 124 NVA 
and captured 50 weapons. -

=- During the month of Februa­
ry, the enemy fired 4,404 arlil­
lezy, mortar and rocket rounds 
at Khe Sanh brought additional 
posts. On February 23 alone, 
more than 1,300 rounds were 
received at Khe Sanh. 

Ground action during March 
at Khe San brought additional 
probing attacks by enemy 
units. In all, the enemy struck 
at the combat base five times 
throughout this period of some 
70 days of concentrated action. 
Each time the enemy was 
thrown back in these ground 
attacks. Although the enemy 
kept up his intermittent shelling 
of the base, Marine outposts 
continued to screen Khe Sanh, 
patrols were conducted~ the wa• 
ter point outside the base was 
never closed to vehicular ac­
cess, and supply levels never 
became critical. 

More than 103,000 tons of 
bombs dropped on the North 
Vietnamese units around Khe 
Sanh, who were also pounded 
by more than 104,000 rounds of 
artillery and mortar fire from 
allied forces. 

When Operation Scotland, 
which had commenced on Nov. 
1. 1967, terminated on March 
31, 1968, 1,561 enemy had been 
killed in the Khe Sanh area. 
After Marine units moved out 
of Khe Sanh and into the sur­
rounding terrain, they discov­
ered hundreds of North Viet­
namese bodies in shallow 
graves. Also uncovered were 
numerous enemy supply caches 
containing quantities of weap­
ons, ammunition, uniforms and 
equipment. 

In the first few days of Oper­
ation Pegasus, Marine units 
uncovered an impressive list of 
enemy supplies and equipment 
that included 727 individual 
weal)ons, 173 crew-served weap­
ons, more than 5,000 mortar 
rounds, 6,500 grenades, '17,000 
small arms rounds, 12a mines 
and 650 rocket rounds. 
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Rough 31-Hour Mission 

Recon Team In Narrow Escape 
By Cpl. Tom Donlon 

PHU BAI-A nine-man Marine reconnaissance team challe~ged a company of North Vietnamese 
Army (NVA) regulars to- "catch us if you can," during a 3-l•hour mission. 

The NVA chased the Marines through the jungles soulh ol Phu Bal, but all the enemy received 
for their troubles were 10 of their own dead. 

It began when the Leathemeek recc,u team, eight Marines ancl one Navy corpsman from tile :4th 
Plt.t 1st Foree Reconnaissanee Co., 1st Reconnaissance Bn.t were inserted into- the eastern Ta Trach 
River Valley area. They were to make a surveillance ol' enemy opera&lons in the valley. 

The next mnrnlng, the leathernecks made con ta·d with the: enemy. Five enemy soldiers walked up 
a trail to within 30 · meters of 
whel'-e a trio of the Marines however) that was planning to 
-were retrieving a Claymore do the -chasing. 
mine. The Leathernecks challenged 

Staff Sergeant Jack Mathis, 
th

~0~1!-e~~ci~ · ~!~~ ~h~:tie on 
(%407 Kai.se-r Dr .• San Antonio, the heavy side, .. said Cpl. John 
Tex.) the patrol leader; Cor- Plount, (231 Marengo Ave., Al· 
poral George· Fell, (2120 W. hambra, Calif.). "We normally 
Co Io rad o Ave., Colorado carry 75-pound packs so we had 
Springs, Colo.) and Private to tighten them to travel fast­
First Class George Brice, (RD er." 
4, Washington, Pa.) were re- Two more communist soldiers 
trieving the Claymore they had were killed when Plount saw 
planted the night before. them moving toward the Leath-

uFive of them walked up to erneck position. 
us," recalled Fell. "We dropped "They were only about 10 
four of them right away and meters from -me but I could 
know we seriously wounded the hardly see them;~ he said. "The 
fifth." brush was that thick. I got two 

0 I saw them scattering," said of them and there was a third. 
Cpl. Joseph Murphy,-"•.21 (1809 I don't know if I killed him 
Saint Clair Rd., New Cumber- but he was groaning and I could 
land, Pa.) "and one of them hear him trying to g-et away." 
was a monster. He was huge. The Marines set off a harass-
Must have been 6~foot-.2-! n ing gas grenade. 

Mathis, Fell and Brice hur~ '"The grenade shut the door 
riedly finished their job o[ re- on the enemy/' said Plount. 
trieving the mine_ "'Or at least it shut .it long 

Five more Communist troops enough for us to get started 
were then seen moving up the pushing through the jungle to 
trail. They were joined by a landing zone (LZ) where we 
others who poured a heavy vo]- could be extracted." 

"We got ul) in the air/' said 
Hill, -,•and all those enemy 
troops were just standing up, 
trying to ~ding' us. We took off 
over a hillside and that whole 
hillside opened up on us! Then 
across the river, there was still 
more lead being poured in at us. 
Every enemy soldier in the 
area must have been tryi.ng to 
get us.'' 

Except for minor shrapnel 
wounds received by Mathis and 
the burnt wrist suffered by Hill, 
the nine.man team was unin­
jured. 

Mathis' T-shirt had been 
sprayed full of holes during 
the initial -contact with the ene · 
my, Mathis had left it on a 
branch at the patrol bas{i to dry 
and had grabbed it when the 
team prep0;red to move out. 

"If I'd been in it," noted 
Mathis, "I'd have been drilled 
full ol holes." 

Leathernecks 
Fight NVA 
Near Their CP ume of small arms and auto- With Fell and Brice taking 

matic weapons fire in on the turns clearing a path through 

L¥'~e::ce::~~am answered with :n1fe~eti~eri~~;;~a~
1~o~e~!~r By Sgt. Robert M. Bayer of 

its own fire. The team's ma- ••It took about two hours to DA NANG-Leatbernecks 

June 7, 1968 ,. 

chine gunner, Pfc. James Hill, get to the LZ,'~ estimated Pfc_ t~e 1st Marine Diyision had to 
(207 S. Craig St., Pittsburgh, Charles Bickum (2002 Montour fight through their ow'! comt 
Pa.) cut loose with 300 rounds St., Philadelphia, Pa.). mand p~st re<:_ent]y to drive ou 
of M--60 machineg~ -f-i.r-e,- - --- --"Behind us we could hear .t~fl~ Y1etna~ese _Ar,!DY (NVA) . 

o1 burnt my wrist on the enemy beating the bush for us sapp_ers _who breached the ~':­
barrel and I didn't even know trying to catch up,'" said Plount. fens1ve Imes of the 3rd Amph1b1-
it," recalled Hill. "I didn't have '"They were there ... 10 meters an Tractor Bn., .sou.th of Da 
time to think about it till we . . . 20 meters . . . 30 meters_ Nang. . 

COMBAT THIBST-Lance Corporal Daniel W. Magner, (Lansing, 
Mich.), a grenadier with the Znd Plat<>on or "E" Co., 2/1 pa1Jses 
to lake a -long •blnk duri,lg Operatlon--Allen Brook, southwest of­
Da Nang. (Photo by Cpl. A.V. Hulfman) 

got back to Phu Bai. Then it They were there the whole time Attackmg the camp from the Leathernecks Foil 
hurt." trying to catch us." north an_d south under, cover of 

Two more enemy troops were Thirty meters from the LZ mortar fue, the sapp~rs crawled 
killed in the heavy exchange two more enemy troops were th!ough the defensive , barbed 
between the Leathernecks and spotted a1_1d killed_ wire. The ~VA attacking - the 
the communists. Still the enemy A "Sea Knight" helicopter ap- northern perm~eter were driven 

NV A Attempt at Bridge 
kept crowding the Marines. proached the LZ to pick up the back by .M~rmes before they 

.. It was a running firefight recon team·. Two gunships pro- could get 1ns1de the camp. . 
from there on in. We had to get vided fire support. The communists assaulting 
out of there," explained FelL The Leathernecks rushed on- from the south managed to de­
"We had a whole company on board the "Sea Knight" with stroy two Leatherneck bunkers 
our tail and we had just nine -each member taking a window and moved to the AmTrac park­
guys." and opening up. on the enemy ing area inside the command 

By Sgt. Mike Stokey 
PHU BAI-Taking the bridge must have looked easy to a 

plat<>on of North Vietnamese Army soldiers when they caw only 
eight Marines manning the vital position~ northwest of Hue. 

The ''A" Co., 27th Marine Regiment,. 1st Marine Dl"vision Ma~ 
rines proved them wrong within minutes when the enemy launched 
their early morning_ attack. 

' At 3-:30 a.m., the enemy point man set off a trail Oare as he 
"Now. H we'd hav-e had ten troops that had been closing in post. Some vehicles were dam­

we'd have been able to chase on them. Math.is, the patrol aged ·or destroyed with satchel 
them out of the valley!•• he leader+ and Murphy, the team's charges and rocket propelled 
smiled. primary radio man, were the grenades before Marines could 

led half ol the platoon toward the west side ol' the bridge. Mean•.._ 

~~~=· ~;Va~:!d of to~:rdne~! pounded the bridge with B-40"-
bridge from the east. rockets and mortar barrages. 

It was the enemy company. last two men on_ drive the NV A form the al'"ea. As the sky lit up, the enemy th:nb:t~f!e ;~~:\1::a;c:id~1d t~~ _____________________________ f ______ h ___ s _______ M-----.--- NVA assaulted. They all started 

L •• e L·1g t aves ar1ne laughing and screaming. 
• "lt was crazy," recalled Pvt. 

LOOK AT THE EYEs-queen of Peaee orphans display a variety 
of emotions afeer reeeivh1g gfft toys from Edmonds, Wash., gram­
mar school seeood graders. The playthings were sent to a servJce• 
man assigned to Vietnam Regional Exchange Headquarters in 
Cholon, and were taken to the children living at the Queen of Peace 
Orphanage, Saigon.. (Regional Exchange Photo) 

Martin A. Alverez, (114 Candle 

R. d• f D H St., Highland Park, Mich.). a 1oman a ong a "They just kept laughing and 
coming toward us.. They didn't 
·even s.eem to know what was By Sgt. T. E. Kingry 

QUANG TRI-A young Marine radio operator wai; the subject 
of a daring night rescue- by helicopters of Marine Aircraft Group-39 
(MAG-39) in action north of Jhe Cua Viet river near Dong Ha. 
The radioman, a member or the 4th Marine Regiment, bad becom-e 
cut off from his unit by enemy troops. 

The ground Marine was able to contact an 0-lC Bird Dog by 
radio. The plane, in turn, radioed "MA.G-39 at Quang Tri. Two 
Huey gunships of Marine Observation Squadron-6, led by Capt 
Dennis W. Price, were soon enroute to the scene_ 

The radioman, meanwhile, wa::; being pursued by the enem)r 
and was having a difficult time trying to move to a suitable pickup 
point while avoiding detection. 

As the gunships orbited overhead~ the radioman could not 
move to a suitable pickup zone due to the position of the enemy 
troops. 

Soon darkness came. providing the radioman more freedom 
of movement without being detected by the enemy. However. he 
encountered another severe problem: the helos were not able to 
see him without some night signaling device and the radioman did 
not have a flashlight or flare. 
· .The problem was solved in short order, however, when the lead 
helo pilot turned on his landing lights and advised the lost radioman 
to guide the_ light to his position on the ground_ 

The radioman nervously talked the helicopter down through 
Sporadic ground fire to his position. A weary Marine .scrambled 
aboard as the helo lifted safely out of the zone and head-ed for 
Quang Tri. 
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happening. It was as if the entire 
(NVA) platoon was high on 
dope." 

Alvere-z killed one NVA as the 
enemy force began cutting the 
concertina wire around the peri­
meter_ 

The enemy attempts fared no 
better on the opposite side of 
the b1·idge. 

LCpl. Anthony Licciardo, Jr., 
(4 Livingston St., Lowell, Mass.), 
killed two more NV A as they 
advanced to hurl grenades. 

Pfc. Robert E_ Dennis, (227 S. 
Washington Ave., Cedarburg, 
Wisc.), armed with a M 79 · 
grenade launcher. killed another 
enemy soldier who was about to 
fire a rocket. 

Artillery was requested and 
15mm howitzer rounds started 
bombardin;g the perimeter, 

Suddenly; the NV A stopped 
their laughter and scrambled to 
gather their casualties. Shortly 
thereafter. the enemy began to 
retreat. 
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jets crossed the DMZ to attack the 
red coast artillery sites in the 
southernmost part of NVN. 

Also in SYN, the Saigon govt's 
frail network of railroads has 
been dealt another blow by the vc 
guerrillas who used a floating 
mine to blow up a railroad span 
over a river 10 mi from the big US 
base at Camranh Bay, The destruc­
tion of the bridge severed the 
rail link between Phan Rang and 
Nha Trang, the Hq of US Special 
Forces troops. 

VC CUT VITAL ROUTE 4 

Near Saigon, VC sappers recent­
ly succeeded in cutting another 
vital transportation link, this 
one with the rice-rich Mekong 
Delta, [FILM CLIP] 

DON WEBSTER: Highway 4 is the 
most important road in SYN. The 
VC on several occasions in the 
past have been able to close it 
but never before have they done 
as complete a job as this. They've 
blown about 150 feet from the Ben 
Luc bridge, virtually severing the 
Mekong Delta from Saigon. The re­
sulting traffic jam demonstrated 
how crucial.Highway 4 is. About 
half the country's population 
lives in the Delta. 

The Mekong Delta is by far the 
country's richest rice-producing 
area. Route 4 has been the only 
major route for much of that rice 
to get into Saigon, and rice, of 
course, is the staple of the VNese 
diet, In the past, the price of 
rice in Saigon has fluctuated ac­
cording to whether Route 4 has 
been open or closed, SVNese troops 
were supposed to be guarding that 
bridge when the VC blew it up; 5 
soldiers died in the explosion. 

The US has shallow-draft boats 
in the Delta, •• As soon as the 
bridge was blown, they moved en 
masse down the Ben Luc river, but 
it was probably too late for them 
to do anything. 

Within hours after the Ben Luc 
bridge was blown, SVNes~ engineers 
were hard at work building a temp­
orary floating bridge to replace 
it, The speed with which they 
moved to start work in this tra­
ditionally slow-moving country is 
evidence of how important the 
road is, 

Reconstruction of the original 
Ben Luc bridge will be handled by 
a big American construction com­
pany in SYN, but the quick con­
structi'on of this temporary bridge 
is entirely a SVNese operation, 
although the materials being used, 
including the inflatable pontoons, 
are American made, and these engi­
neers have had US instruction in 
bridge-building, but putting up a 
temporary bridge across a river 
the size of the Ben Luc is a form­
idable job. This is a simple con­
test of skills; the skill of the 
VC at blowing up a bridge, against 
the skill of the SVNese in replac­
ing it. 

NO ASSURANCE FROM SOVIET ON PLANE 

6:00 PM: NEWS FOUR, WRC-TV 

BILL LITTAUER: The State Dept 
reports that Soviet Premier Kosygin 
has given no assurances of a pr·ompt 
return of the American airliner 
forced down in the Kuriles Islands. 
Kosygin told US Amb Llewellyn 
Thompson that the incident is under 
investigation. The plane carried 
214 servicemen and 17 crewmen on a 
flight to Viet Nam via Japan. 

Earlier today, a Defense Dept 
spokesman gave this report on the 
incident: [FILM CLIP OF RICHARD 
FRYKLUND REPORT], 

US ASKS RETURN OF DC-8 TRANSPORT 

6:00 PM: NEWSNIGHT, WTOP-TV 

STEPHEN GEER: The US govt has 
asked the Soviet Union to return 
the Seaboard Airlines DC-8 trans­
port that was forced to land in the 
Kuriles islands north of Japan last 
night. Bound for Japan with 231 
aboard, the jet airliner was carry­
ing 214 soldiers, sailors and AF 
men scheduled for VN duty. It appai: 
ently strayed off course and was in 
the vicinity of the Soviet-owned 
i~lan~s when it was intercepted by 
M1g fighters, who forced it down. 
The Soviet government said that it 
was investigating. 

BATTLE POSITIONS IN DMZ POUNDED 

In VN newly discovered NVNese 

3 MONDAY, JULY 1, 1968 
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battle positions in the northern 
half of the DMZ were pounded today 
during five raids flown by B-52 
bombers. It was the first time in 
two months that the giant planes 
had ranged outside the borders of 
SVN, 

-~··--(_ 

} ""~ 

A key man in planning the 
searches in this area of opera-. 
tions is Col Norman Allen. (FILM) 
· Q: Col Allen, what is the mis­

sion of your unit out here? 
A: In simple terms, the mission 

is to find rockets in the southern 
._ _______________ _.portion of the operations, which 

is within rocket range of Saigon; 
to locate the crews which are dis• 
persed in the area and to destroy 
them and to interdict the movement 
of major VC forces into the Saigon 
area, to make coritact with them 
and to destroy them, 

B-SZ'S POUND RED SHORE BATTERIES 

6:30 PM: EVENING NEWS, CBS-TV 

HARRY REASONER: US B-52 1 s 
heavily bombed parts of both north 
and South Viet Nam today, The 
raids on the north were the first 
in almost two months and were 
part of attacks in and just north 
of the DMZ. The targets were pri­
marily communist artillery batter­
ies which had been shelling US 
vessels operating offshore. Other 
B-52 formations bombed enemy con­
centrations just east and north­
west of Saigon, hoping to stop any 
major attack on the capital, ru­
mored .for later this month. 

Evidence of increased enemy 
troop movement around Saigon came 
in a battle 30 mi NW of the city, 
US paratroopers intercepted at 
least 38 of them; 22 Americans 
were wounded, 15 Americans were 
awarded battle citations, includ­
ing four Silver Stars on the spot. 
1ST DIV ARMOR COMBS FOR VC 

TONY SARGENT (NEAR SAIGON): 
The VC have been leaving Saigon 
pretty much alone lately maybe 
bec~use they are lying l~w, pre­
par~ng for another big offensive. 
Or 1t may be that men like these 
of the 1st Div have been making 
them keep their heads down. Two 
tanks lead a column of armored 
personnel carriers out of the Bn 
command post, They move toward 
the area they are assigned to comb 
for enemy rockets and for the VC 
themselves. 

A SO ~al MG is kept ready atop 
each vehicle as they roll and 
bounce through the ravines and 
undergrowth like a slow motion 

~ J>.P~t ride b~Jqr~. a storm. The 
storm these men have to expE!Ct is· 
a VC attempt to ambush them, The 
undergr~wth is thick enough, and 
only th1s year, the VC in this 
area have become well enough armed 
to stop a tank. 

4 

Q: Doesn't this r~sult in a lot 
of casualties on your side as 
well? 

A: I take about 80% of my cas­
ualties within the first two or 
three minutes of the engagement, 
Yes, unfortunately, statistics are 
grim, and we do take casualties. 

Q: But the ratio is alwiys fav­
orable to your side? 

A: Not always. Sometimes he is 
well dug in and we're moving 
across an open rice paddy, come up 
to a dike and he opens up on us 
with automatic weapons and he ~an 
hurt us pretty bad. In the long 
haul, though, he pays a terrible 
price for his efforts. 

SARGENT: The most risky part of 
any patrol must be done on foot. 
The troops leave the armored col­
umn and sweep outward through an 
area where other elements of their 
unit battled the VC only the night 
before, Leaders of the foot patrol 
confer before returning to the 
amored column and turning to 
another area as skies darken be­
fore the daily monsoon rains, Some­
times these men get shot at and 
sometimes they only get rained on, 
but people in downtown Saigon are 
a lot safer because they are oi 
patrol. 

HARRY REASONER: l'ihile patrols 
and bom~e!s sought out the enemy 
around Saigon, a VC demolition 
team cut a key supply route south 
of the city, 

[REPEAT OF DON WEBSTER REPORT 
ON BEN LUC BRIDGE INCIDENT], 

.. REASONER : .. ,~Sov.ie.L PJemie r ____ . 
Alexei Kosygin would give no as- · 
surances today of the prompt re­
lease of the jetliner forced by 
Soviet jet fighters to land in 
the Kuriles yesterday, 

MONDAY, JULY 1, 1968 
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i\/0. 608-68 
oxford 50192 (Ir.fa.) 

OXford 73189 (Copies) 

Secretary of Defense Clark M, Clifford today signed the following 
memorandum to all civilian employees of the Department of Dsf2nse: 

Ml!IMORANDUM FOR ALL EMPLOYEES 

SUBJECT: Equal Employment Opportunity for Civilian Employees of the 
Department of Defense 

I wish to reaffirm that the principle of equal employment opportunity 
without regard to race, creed! color, or national origin, must and will 
continue to command total support throughout the Department of Defense. 

Under the Executive Orders of President Johnson and his predecessors, .r: 

I am pleased to report that significant progress has been made toward 
achieving fairer and more effective utilization of the many skills and 
talents of minority group civilian employees. We recognize, however, 
that more remains to be done, The high priority requirement for further 
progress in equal employment opportunity will have my personal and 
earnest attention. 

Progress toward full equality in employment opportunity requires more than :i 
policy statements. Continuous affirmative efforts are essential at all 1~·· = --"' 

levels of command, supervision, and management. Our programs for equality 
in recruitment, career development, promotion, and in all other aspects 
of civilian employment must be characterized by positive, creative 
attitudes and actions. Such an approach will take into account the need 
to help overcome the effects of past prejudices and inequities. 

The one million civilians in the Department of Defense work together 
ceaselessly to preserve America's freedom. In carrying out our mission, 
we must strive also to strengthen the individual freedom of opportunity 
which in our society and in this Department is the entitlement of every 
member. I shall spare no effort in the attainment of this vital goal. I 
expect every official, supervisor, and employee of this Department to 
do likewise. 

END 

/s/ Clack M, Cliffonl I{~ 
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DCA AWARDS WESTERN UNION CONTRACT 
FOR MODERNIZATION OF NINE CENTERS 

The Defense Communications Agency (DCA) has awarded a contract to the 
Western Union Telegraph Company for the modernization cf a portion of 
AUTODIN (Automatic Digital Network), 

AUTODIN is a data transmission and switching network and is an 
essential part of the Defense Communications System. 

DCA awarded the contract through its Defense Commercial Communications 
Office (DECCO), Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, which will service the 
contract. It calls for estimated monthly recurring use charges of 
$595,000,which includes amortization and operating expenses. 

The Western Union Telegraph Company will invest approximat2ly 
$20,000,000 · iii this project, with the RCA Corporation and Control Data 
Corporation participating as subcontractors. 

The project will include replacement of some eQuipment at all nine 
of the AUTODIN centers which are presently being provided by Western Union. 
These centers are located at: Albany, Georgia; Andrews Air Force Base, 
Maryland; Fort Detrick, Maryland; Gentile Air Force Station, Ohio; Hancock 
Air Force Station, New York; McClellan Air Force Base, California; Norton 
Ai.r Force Base, California; Tinker Air Force Base, Oklahoma; and Wahiawa, 

ii. 

Equipment to be installed will consist mostly of communications data 
processes, memory units and tape stations, 

Completion of this modernization project will improve the operational 
efficiency, improve the reliability of operations and will reduce power 
and air-conditioning requirements at each center. 

The first site is scheduled for completion by September 30, 1969, with 
the last site completed by March 15, 1971. 
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SENTINEL LOGISTICS cm1MAI'ID TO BE 
LOCATED IN HUNTSVILLE, ALABAf1'JA 

JO. 599-68 
OXford 7-5131 Info,) 
OX:ord 7-3189 Copies) 

The recently established U.S. Army Sentinel Logistics Command (SENL2G) s'iill 
be located in Huntsville, Alabama. 

SENLOG, organized April 15,1968, at a te!l'porary location in Washington, D.C,, 
is a major subordinate command of the U.S. A-::my l~ater:el Command (USA.MC). Hs 
mission is to provide logistical support to the Sentinel System, t"r1e Communist 
Chinese-oriented antiballistic missile system approved for deployment last 
September. SENLOG 1 s responsibilities include all aspects o: inventory managen:ent 
and maintenance engineering functions required to support tte Sentinel S;-rs1,eri, 

Huntsville is the location of the Sentinel System Command, the field agency 
of the,Sentinel System organization charged with developmcnti acquisition and 
installation of the antiballistic missile system. 

1\lements of other U.S. Army agencies involved with deployment o:'' the Sentinel 
SysL:-n are also located in the Huntsville area. 

SENLOG, headed by Brigadier General Mahlon E. Gates, presently consisting 
of a small planning staff, is expected to move from Washington, D.C., to Huntsville 
later this summer. The command has an authorized strength of 109 personnel which 
is expected to increase substantially over the next few years, 

END 
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'Ground Rules' Keep Teight Rein on War Reporting: 
968 l ~EW YORK TIMES By GENE ROBERTS WASHINGTON POST 1 2 July l P• 

l~'!;!fN:~~?;f~;uJ~ U.S., Ritssia Agree u~ tBID~6

MQ~COW 
1

~;e;e ~~~!~gs:re:esceon!:~:~ 0 Mi·s i·le Talks RETURN TROOP JET placed a hefty stack of mimeo- n S 
graphed press statements on a · r-----------..j 
table in a Government building By Carroll Kilpatrick 
in downtown Saigon. Washinr:ton Post Staff Writer 

One item told of a battle 46 President Johnson an-
miles north of Saigon in which n o u n c e d yesterday that 
two U~ited States infantrymen agreement had been reached 
were killed and four wounded. with the Soviet Union to be­
Although the battle took place . ,.. ,, 
at 9 A.M. yesterday, news cor- g~n m_ the nearest fatu~c 
respondents - including any d1scuss10ns on the !1m1ta­
who might have witn!~sed it- tion of both offensive and de­
were forbidden to say how fcnsive nuclear weapons. 
many had been killed and The President's declaraUon 
wounded until the statement followed by a few hours a 
appeared on the table. s!atement !n Moscow, by So-

Th b ttl wa ly a routine v1et _ Prem1er Kosygin that 
. e . a e ~ on Russia would make proposals 

?Otice m a routine rep~rt, b~t for a nine-point disarmament 
1t illustrated how the military s pro•ram when the 18-nation 
"ground rules" for press cov- dis;rmament committee recon­
erage apply. The ground rules venes in Geneva July 16. 
set forth 15 categories of infor- Both leaders made their an­
mation - including United nouncements at signing cere­
States casualtie~-that cannot monies for the Nuclear Non­
be reported ?nttl a formal an- proliferation Treaty. In all, 57 
nouncement 1s made m Saigon. nations si•ned the treaty yes-

Last week _the ground rules terday in °Moscow, London or 
were drama\lzed when John . 
Carroll The Baltimore Sun's Washington. 
correspondent, wrote that the Previous Statement 
United States was in the proc­
ess of abandoning its garrison 
at Khesanh after successfully 
defending it for three months 
earlier this year against the 
longest enemy siege of the war. 

Press Card Was Lifted 

Once before, · on March 2, 
1967, President Johnson an­
nounced that the Soviet Union 
had agreed lo discuss with ti1e 
United States ways to limit 
the arms race in offensive and 
defensive nuclear weapons. 

But not until last week, 
when Soviet Foreign Minister 
Andrei Gromyko said his ,gov­
ernment was ready to discuss 
the limitation of both kinds of 
weapons, was 1he way cleared 

Brig. Gen. Winant Sidle, chief 
of information for the military 
command, ruled that Mr. Car­
l roll had violated a rule that for­
bids discussion of troop move­
' men ts until they have been 
"cleared" by the military. He 
suspended Mr. Carroll's mili- for agreement on talks. 
tary accreditation card for an Even now, the precise time 
Indefinite period, effectively and pl•ace are in doubt, Ameri• 
preventing him from talking can officials were not certain 
with military and embassy of whether the ,talks would be 
ficials and barring him from held in Geneva. They believed 
military transportation. they may be_ held in Mosoow, 

How sweeping are the ground with only representatives of 
rules? Do they prevent the the two largest nuclear powers 
press from relaying facts a present. 
,reader in the United States • 
'would need to reach a solid Suggested in 1964 
opinion on the conduct of the J The first move toward nego­
wgr? Do they prevent the ~n- tiations for nuclear arms Jimi­
emy from ,i;etting lnforma~1on tations came from President 
that ?l'ould Jeopardize the hves Johnson in January 1964 in a 
of allied troops. letter to then Sov-iet Premier 

Ii:t broad terms, the rules ~re Khrushchev, White House ofli­
des1gned to deny the enemy m- cials said 
formation abo_ut tactics, troops When · it became k 
movements, air strikes, supply nown 
levels, future plans, and casual- n_earJy two. years ago th.at Rus­
tles and damage caused by s!a ":as _hu1ldmg an anti-bal11s­
enemy attack. tic rmss1le system around Mos-

The commanders here reason, cow, new efforts were made to 
for example that ii the enemy begin talks on limitation. 
forces knew' that rocket attacks But the Soviets. while indi-

; CONTINUED PAGE 2 CONTINUED PAGE 2 
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u:·s. 
HAS EDGE IN 

Acts on Interception in the 
Kuriles of Craft With 214 

on Way to Vietnam 

SpeclaI to Tht New Yrt Tlmtl 

WASHINGTON, July 1-The 

SOVIET TALKS ~~:~:d !~!~sf::~~~ ;~~!~I~:! 
return of a DC-8 commeFcial 

BY FRED FARRAR aircraft, its crew and 214 
!Chica,o Trlbone Press Servloel United States servicemen forced 

Washington, Ju I y 1-The to land yesterday in the Kurile 
United States will go into talks Islands of the Soviet Union. 
with the Soviet Union on the The State Department and 
limitation and reduction of the Defense Department have 
offensive and defensive nuclear said that the plane had "ap­
weapons with a clear edge over parently strayed off course" 
the Russians in the number of north of Japan before it was 
deliverable nuclear warheads. intercepted. Under charter to 

It also has more intercon- the Military Airlift Command, 
tinental ballistic missiles, more the airliner was carrymg 
submarine-based b a l l i s ti c soldiers sailors and airmen for 
~issiles, and more intercon- duty in 'v1etnam. 
!mental bombers. From the United states point 

ABM System Not Started of view, as expressed by one 
But it does not have a White House aide, there is no 

fractional orbital bombardment reason why one "unfortunate 
system [FOBS], which the incident" should interfere with 
soviets are believed to be progress being made with the 
intensively testing. . Soviet Union -on other issues, 

Nor has the Urute_d St_at~s notably the agreement to open 
be_gu~ to deploy an anl!-bal!Jsl!c talks on Jimitillg the two coun­
m1ss~le [ABM] defense as tries' stockpiles of offensive 
Russia has, altho funds to start d d f . • -

1 the deployment of such a an e ens1ve m1ss1 es. 
system were approved last Ignored by Johnson I 
week by the Senate. President Johnson did not 

With President Johnson's an- mention the plane incident to­
nouncement today of an agree- day when he announced the 
ment between- the United States imminent opening of missile 
and the Soviet Union to start talks. 
talks "in the nearest future"' Word that the plane, op. 
this is how the two sides stand 
in numbers of nuclear weapons ,rated by Seaboard World Air­
and the means of delivering .ines, had been ordered to land 
them: in the island of lturup reached 

According to figures quoted Washington late yesterday. ! 
by former Secretary of Defense Secretary of State Dean Rusk; 
Robert McNamara early this Jromptly telephoned the Soviet! 
year in his· annual military /\mbassador, Anatoly F. Dobry­
posture statement, the United nin, officials said, to explain 1 

States had a total of 1,710 the incident and ask for the' 
missiles capable of hitting the safe and immediate return of 
Soviet Union as of last October. the plane and personnel. 

656 Aboard Polaris Subs The Secretary was said to 

h 1 054 I d b···• have discussed the situation 
Of t ese, , are an • "°"" with other Government officials 

and 656 are aboard nuclear during the night and drafted 
powered Polaris submarines instructions to the United 
constantly prowling the seas States Ambassador in Moscow, 
within range of the heartlands Llewell}'.11 E. Thompson, totake 

CONTlNuED PAGE J ~ONTINUED PAGE 2 
PREPARrn BY TIIE AIR FORCE (SAf-M) AS EXECUTIVE AGENT FOR ntE non TO BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF KEY DEFENSE DEPART-

MENT PERSONNEL MATTERS WITHIN TIIETR OFFICIAL RESPONSIH!LtTIES, NO O'll!ER USE OF TIIJS PURLTrATION IS AUntORIZED-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

WA..'ll. REPORTING -Contd 
on a base had seriously hurt the 
allies, they might order a 
ground attack in an effort to 
overrun the base while it was 
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U.S. RUSSIA AGREE "an important international RETURN TROOP JET 
ON M.iSSILE TALK.S ~~~~eP~~~;~,s~'arking "signili- Coptinuag 
Continued The treaty is "one more thecaseupwiththeSoviet 

at its weakest. On the other eating interest in talks, de­
hand, if they found out that layed, When the United Na­
the ettack had done little tions General Assembly last 
'1amage, he mll!1Jt cance1 a month formally approved the 
planned assault that would draft of the nonproliferation 
have pitted him against a treaty it called on the nuclear 
superior force. · powers to seek further arms 

Before a newsman can be- limitations. 
come accredited by the United ''Discussion of this most 
States command, he has to complex subject will not be 
sign a statement that he will easy," the President said yes­
abide by the rules. Few if any terday. "We have no illusions 
correspondents object to sign- that it will be_ 1 know the 
ing. For the most part they 
look upon the rules as a Rea- stubborn. patient persistence 
sonable alternative to censor- it has required to get this far." 
ship, which has not been im• But he said he believed the 
posed in this war. same "spirit of accommoda-

'Right to Protect Itself' tion" that brought about 
agreement on the nonprolifer-

"An army has a right to ation treaty "can bring us to a 
protect itself," says a French good and fruitful result." 
reporter who is not in sym-
pathy with the American posi- The signing of the nonproli• 
tlon here. "I think the ground feration treaty, the President 
rules are fair. They may delay said, "keeps alive and aeti ve 
you a bit in telling the story the impulse toward a safer 
to your readers, but you can world." 
tell it eventually. If there were Declaring that recent years 
censorship, the censors could "have been fruitful times for 
edit out anything embarrassing the quiet works of diplomacy," 
to the United States." he recalled. <the agreements 

Most of the more than 500 reached on the limited test 
accredited correspondents here 
appear to share that as- ban treaty, the treaty barring 
sessment. weapons from outer space and 

"The ground rules work the treaty creating a nuclear­
pretty well," General Sidle free zone in Latin A,11c:ica. 
says. "The press, as a whole, "The march of mankind is 
tries to abide by them." toward the summit-not the 

"Ground rules are common chasm," Mr. Johnson said. 
sense,''. he adds. "All a re- Most conspicuously absent 
porter has to do is ask himself, from yesterday's signing cere• 
'will this help the enemy?' " monies were France and Com-

Although reporters have lit· munist China. They have indl­
tle quarrel with the rules, 
there are sporadic objections eated they will not approve 
to the way they are applied. the treaty. 
The loudest complaints came Secretary of State Dean 
in April, when the Americans Rusk, who signed for the 
moved into the Ashau Valley United States; called the 
in one of the war's major aper• treaty "a major step" toward a 
ations but refused to let news- rntional world. 
men say they were there until Ambassador Anatoliy F. 
the operation was 11 days old. Dobrynin, who signed for Rus­
Normally, the military an- sia in the While House cere­
nounce an operation after the mony, called the document 

· 1 Government at the highest pracltca step toward limiting tevel 
the _a_rms r~ce," he_ said. .· M~. Thompsm,Ya1sed the 
. Sa Paluck Dean, the B11 t· matter briefly today with Pre-
1sh Amb.~ssador, hailed the mier Aleksei N. Kosygin at 
treaty as another measure for the Moscow ceremony for the 
control of weapons of mass de- singing of the treaty ba1111ing 
struction." the spread of nuclear weapons, 

Mr. Johnson said the treaty At that time, the Premier told 
would commit the nations that him that the case was "under 
do not 'have nuclear weapons investigation." 
not to produce or ,receive It is thought here that by 
them in the futuw assure returning the plane with the 
that all nations bcn;fit from soldiers, sailors and airman 
the atom, and commit the nu, bound for _duty in Vietnam, the 
clear ,powers to move forward SoVJet Um~n. ~ould. be vulner­
"toward effective measures of able. to cm1c1sm from Com­
arms ,control and disarma- mumst C~ma, North Vietnam 
ment" and the Vietcong. 

· " On the other hand, by hold· 
~.he treaty enhances the se- Ing the plane and the service­

CUl!ty or all .natwns by s1gmf1- men, ·the Soviet leaders would 
cantly reducmg the danger of be committing a major provoca• 
nuclear war among nations," tion to the United States, ad-
the President said. ministration. 

He promised that when ',he The most · obvious cpunter-
treaty is ratified the linilcd move available to the United 
States will permit the Intcrna- States might be suspension of 
tional Atomic Energy Agency the civil air agreement. for 
"to apply its safeguards to ell ~oscow-New York direct 
nuclear activities in the flights · that was expected_ to 
United States-excluding only go mto eff~ct th1s_month. 
those with direct national te- . ~espons1~le United States of-
curity sianificance" f1cials dech?~~ ~o spec~late on 

H ~ h. · these poss1b1ht1es unt!l some 
e said t 1s dcmon~,trates clearer impression of the So­

that the Umted States 1s not viet attitude could be iearned. 
askrng ·any co_untry to accept The four-engine jet was fly­
•~'.', sa'":· · . ·.-· 0 are not ing from McChord Air Force 
w1ll!ng to accept ourseJvu. 'hse in Seattle to_Camranh Bay, 

Sen John J. Sparkman (D- Sou,h v;~tnam, with a sched­
Ala.), acting c'hairman of uled refueling in Japan. 
the Senate Foreign Relations The Defense departn)ent said 
Committee, announced that the plane had apparently 
hearings on the nonprolifera- strayed 80 to 100_ miles off 
tion treaty would begin next c?urse and flown_ into Soviet 
week. Chairman J. w. Fu!- a!rs~ace. ~ccordmg to the 
bright is in Arkansas cam- pilots radioed messages, ~e­

ported by the Pentagon, Soviet 
MIG fighters intercepted the 
airliner and forced it to land 
at a Soviet air base on Iturup 
Island. 

paigmng. 
Sparkman said the Foreign 

Relations Committee and the 
Senate members of the Joint 
Atomic Energy Committee 
would meet jointly to consider 
the treaty. 

second or third day. '-----------------------

At 7:39 P.M. Eastern day­
light time, 22 minutes after the 
first message of Soviet inter­
ference had come from the 
aircraft, the pilot, Joseph Toso­
lini, radioed that he had landed 
safely. Three minutes later, Mr. 
Tosolini said he had shut down 
his engines. That was the last 
word from the aircraft to reach 
the United States. 

Several newsmen suspected 
the command of having em-
bargoed the operation to avoid him. tion cards have been suspendea 
"embarrassing'' the United The command contends that only four times since 1966 
States while It was trying to troops are especially . vulner- when the rules were written; 

l
get peace talks under way. ~ble to attac~ when withdraw- and that it is customary to re• 
Still others maintained that mg. At the time of the Ashau accredit after 30 days 
there was no valid military operation, it maintained that "An awful lot of odds and 
'reason for not writing that the the ~nemy had no way of ends get out that are helpful 
Americans were in Ashau in- knowmg how many men the to the enemy," according to 
as much as the enemy was Unite~ States would ultimately General Sidle, "but you can't 
shooting at them. commit. , . . have ground rules for every­
; Last week Mr. Carroll made The commands pos1t1on was thing." 
much the same argument after that the tone of press reports Although he believes the 
reporting the Khesanh with- might md1ca_te that more troops enemy is assisted unwittingly 
drawaL He went to Khesanh were ~n thetr way and that the by newspapers. he has not ad­
and saw marines disassembling ~peratwn was to become a ma- vocated censorship, saying: 
the metal runway and dyna- Jar one. _It ultimately 1:nvolved "I don't see how it would 
mi ting bunkers. He said he be- two Umted States . dlVlsions, work. How do you keep a guy 
came convinced that enemy plus ~everal South Vietnamese from going to Hong Kong to 
troops could see all this from batallions. file his story. And It the United 
nearby positions, so that there . T~e command agreed to pub- States Imposed i,ensorshlp. this 
was no valid military reason for ltcatio!' on the 11th day of the wouldn't affect foreign news­
withholding the report. operal1on only becaus~ Joseph men. How are you going to 

Information officers counter Alsop, t_he colummst: an- censor television films?" 
that they are in a better posi- nounced it from Washington. For Its part, the press corps 
tion than newsmen to decide A stro!1g advocate_ of _umted Is Jess concerned over not re• 
when information will benefit States mvolvemen_t i_n Vietnam, porting all it knows at the 
the enemy. One high-ranking he _was never disciplmed for ~ar)iest possible mom_e!1t than 
information officer conceded hav1!1~ broken the embargo. 1t 1s over the possib1hty that 
thQ there "°as at least a l,ll Military men contend that It may not be getting all per­
per cent chance that Mr. Car- for the m□s! part they have tinent battle information, Re­
roll was right, but added that tended to give reporte_rs the porters often guess wrong in 
when there was even lie slight- ben~fit. of the doubt m en- trying to anticipate looming 
est chance that the enemy did forc~n~ Uie gro_und rules. G~n- ba~tles, .s? they depen~ on the 
not know, it was best not to tell er.it Sidle say• _tl!at accred1.ta: daily military communique. 
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Soviet Silent So Far 
Sptc!al to T?te New York Timl!I 

MOSCOW, July 1 - Llewel­
lyn E. Thompson, the United 
States ambassador, urged Pre­
mier Aleksei N. Kosygin today 
to release the American plane. 
The Soviet Premier replied that 
the incident was under in­
vestigation. The Soviet press 
has not yet reported the in­
cident. 

The ambassador's represent­
ation was made at a ceremony 
for the signing of 'the treaty 
barring · a spread of nuclear 
weapons. · · 

Despite apprehension that 
the incident might cloud 
Soviet-United States relations 
at a crucial moment, the at: 
mosphere at the ceremony was 
strikingly cordial. 

Mr. Kosygin made no men­
tion of the plane incident in 
remarks at the ceremony. The 
Premier, Foreign Minister 
Andrei A. Gromyko and Mar­
shal Andrei A. Grechko, the 
Defense Minister, were affable 
and smiling during conversa­
tion. · 



DECLASSIFIED 

r'j REPORT U ,S. HAS 
, EDGJ:; IN SOVIET 

.DAY MORNING, 2 JULY 1968 e 
WASHINGTON POST - 2 JULY 1968 P-7 

· TALKS - Cont I d 
Pentagon Is Set to l(ill Project 

, of Russia and Red China. 
The Russians, according to 

McNamara, possessed a total 
of 750 nuclear tipped missiles, 

For a Deep-Diving Quiet Sub 
with only 30 of them being By Ted sen 
submarine based. Los Anl!'@l(!S TimM 

McNamara said that the The Defense Department, 
United States had 697 intercon- over strenuous Navy objec­
tinental bombers compared to tions, is abe>ut to kill a pro:iect 
155 for the Soviet Union, to build a deep-diving quiet 

4,500 Deliverable Warheads submarine which Navy offi­
cers say is necessary to guard 

As far as deliverable nuclear against Se>viet missile-launch­
warheads, McNamara said that fog swhmatl'ines. 
the United States possessed '11he cancellation is eJlip,ec'ted 
approximately 4,500 while the Wednesday, it was learned. It 
Russians had about 1,000. will come ,after $50 mJllion of 

However, many or most of $125 million authorized by 
the Russian warheads are Congress last year for the pro• 
believed to be more powerful jeot already had been obli· 
than ours, thereby possibly ,gated, 
canceling some of our numeri- · The Navy feels the upcom­
cal superiority. ~ng cancellation shows duplic-

At the time, McNamara \ity on the part of John S. Fos­
noted that the Russian fleet of iter, director of defense re­
intercontinental missiles had 1search and engineering. As re-

f r · cently as March, Foster was 
grown rom 340 a year ear Jer dafuming parti;al credit for 
and could be expected to keep · helping persuade the Defense 
growing in the next few years, Department to push ahead 
altho at a slower rate. with development of the ves-

So the number of Russian sel. 
missiles probably has increased Now, Foster reportedly is 
since last October. spearheading efforts to slash 

Meanwhile, the number of the remaining $75-m,1lion ex­
American m i s s i I es had re- penditure as part of Pentagon 
mained unchanged as late as efforts to cut $3 billion in the 
Feb. 5, but this country is in overall defense budget. Tha<t is 
the process of replacing its reportedly the Defense De­
first generation Minuteman 1 partment's share of a $6-bH· 
land based missile with the lion budget reduction forced 
more sophisticated Minuteman on President Johnson by Con-
3, grnss as tbe price for his 10 

The Minuteman 3 will be able per cent income tax sur-
charge. 

to carry multiple nuclear war- Navy officers. feel so 
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Senate l,,eaders Are Divided 
On Anti-Missile Fund Now 

Washington. July l 1A'~Scnate appropriation has been author• 
leaders disagreed l.oday whether ized but Congress must volP 
Congress should wil.hlmlrl funds again on providing the actual 
for Uni_lerl_ States deployment of money. 
an ant1-miss1le system m v1P,w . , 
of approaching nuclear talks Asked whet.her the President s 
with the soviet Union. announcement_ sh?uld bnng 

The Senate Democratic leader, abo~t recons1rlerahon of _the 
Senator Mansfield (Mont..), said Senh~Pl plan1 Senator,,Mansheld 
he hoped the money would be said I hope it would. 
cut from the budget. He said h_e h_ored.,the issue of 

But the Republican leader, nuclear hm1tatlons will be rec­
Senator Dirksen (Ill.), said the ogmzed as a two-way street by 
funds should be provided. the s~yiets as well as our-

Their comments followed selves. 
President Johnson's announce- Spurred Talks 
me~! that . this country and (~e Senator Mansfield rejected 
Soviet Umon would meet m the contention of several back­
t~e. nearest fut.u_re" to discuss ers of the Sentinel plan that· a 
hrn1ts on offensive and defen- vote favoring it had spurred the 
s1ve nuclear missile systems. Soviet Union to agree to talks. 
· The Defense Department Senato~ Mansfield ,aid the 

plans to begm dcp_lo~ment _of moves toward negoliation.1 had 
the Sent.me! ant1'.bal11st1c m1ss1le been under way for some time 
system as a thm !me oriented bef re the Senate acted. 
toward Red Chma. 0 

. . 
Senators who defeated a move . Senator Dirksen said that. 

to eliminate deployment funds "for the moment," he_ thought 
from the new budget held that it the plans for the Sentinel sys­
would be used eventually as tern should proceed. 
part of a more elaborate de- "Talks are talks," he com­
fense against Soviet missiles. mented, "the question is what 

The $227,000,000 deployment do yo1.1 do." heads, as will the Poseidon ,strongly about the need to 
missile now being developed for push development of the quiet '---------------------­
Polaris subs. submarine that tbey are will- Russia is known to be push- quiet submarine, while re-

...,.W""A""s""H"'I"'N"'GI'=o"'N,,...,P"'OS=T::---1 ing ,to divert money alloeated ing development of similar ported to Congressional com-
for surface shiip construction qruiet vessels. mittees, have been kept secret 

2 JULY 1968 P-3 <1nd , oonversion in order to A major use of such nuclear from the pu'blic. 

Ho's Thanks stay ahead of the Soviet Union submar,ines would he to As an indication of the im­
in submarine technology. shadow nuclear-miss,ile oarry- portance attached to the 

The submarine, specifically ing submarines and, unde- sdheme, however, ~ompJete Transmitted designed for operation on sur- ,tected, destroy them lf they control of the project ,was as-
veillance missions, would have showed sigiitS of preparing to signed to Vice Adm. Hyman G. 

NEW YORK, July 1 (UPI) - joined the fleet in early 1973, fire missiles. Rickover, a Navy gadfly called 
President Ho Chi Minh of after construction by the Elec- Preparations to proceed •the father of the nuclear sub-
North Vietnam has asked an tric Boat Co. in Groton, Conn_. with U.S. development of the marine program. American newsman lo "convey 1...:::.::.::::.:.::.:.:._...=:::;;:;.... _ _;_~::..:.::::....::..:.::~:..:...:.:..:..::.::_ ________________ _ 
our thanks, our admiration'' to WASHINGrON PQST 
American opponents -0n the 6 
Vietnam war, according to an 2 JULY 19 8 P-10 
interview to he publishco Saigon Term! NLF 
Tuesday in the new left-wing 
Daily World. Auxiliary of Hanoi 

Ho is also quoted by Daily SAIGON, July I-The South 
World correspondent James E. Vietnamese Foreign Ministry 
Jackson as describing Ameri- today told all ambassadors 
can racial rioting as "remarka- abroad to refer to the Nation• 
ble exploits, and the fact that al Liberation Front (Vietcong) 
they (Negroes) relate their de· as a NoTth Vietnamese auxlil­
mands to the condemnation of lary unit. 
the war against us greatly in- This l!hould h11lp clear up 
spire,; and encourages our peu- all misunderstanding of the 
pie." role of the NLF and make 

The ,!-nterview granted May clear that It Is an agency of 
20, according to Jackson's arti- Haool, the Ministry said. 
cle, appears in the "preview' The NLF •malntaina that it 
issue of the Daily World. A is a polltical party supporting 
spokesman described the daily the Vietcong guerrillas lJI 
as "a new left-wing paper" South Vietnam, and ha's no 
that succeeds the old leftist direct links wltlh North Viet-
semi-weekly, "The Worker." nam. 

Jackson, employed by ''The. '-,-----------l 
Worker" at the time of the in- views with 13 U.S. pilots ,and 
terview, also further describes airmen held prisoners of war 
in the Tuesday edition inter- by the North Vietnamese, 

WASHINGTON POST - 2 JULY 1968 P-8 

Comn1and Ship Is Sent 
To Caribbean Area 
NORFOLK, Va., July 1 (AP) President. 

• , The Northampton's de-par-
-The command ship North- ture preceded by one day an-
ampton left Norfolk Sunday at nouncement by the White 
4 p.m. for what was descrilJed House that President Johnson 
as ",routine readiness e11:er- plans to leave Saturday for 

· " San Salvador to discuss the 
c1ses, t l A . o m mo n . H d t· t' . th C 'b Cen ra mencan c er es ma ion ns e an · market. 
bean a-rea. The Navy wowld not com-

The Northampton, convert- ment on whether the North­
ed £Tom a ~miser _to a special ampton was ordered out on 
purpose ship. capqes some of short notice, but there was an 
the most SO'ph1st1cated com- indication that at least some 
munlcations ,gear BS'hore or of her crew missed the ship 
afloat. The ship is designed movement t-ecause of the 
for topaechelon commands and quickness with which it put 
staffs, including that of the to sea. 

3 
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Quiet l(ind of Anti-A1nericanism rows in Thailand 
B~ Geur;!•J C. Wilson 

W11~hlr..1tnn Prut Sb,ft Wr!~r 

T,\Kl\LT, Thailand-It was a sure way 
fnr the prostitute to get your attention. 
~hr stood off in the shadows at the side 
of the road and tussed pebhles at the 
m(•n w;1lking hy in the warm night. Their 
nt10nlion nttraderl, she proposed com• 
panionshlp for one dollar American. 

Her more presentable sister~ worked 
from the hunkylonk strip the American 

involved in another Vietnam" 
-namely, armed combat 
against Communist intrusion 
in Thailand. Air Force base has put into business here. By Jack E1oisie 

One-room bars line both sides of the road, Lo,Annles Tlmeo His urging of an American 
their tubes of ~con light ~ Jarring _Im• BANG Ko K _Thailand's· nam are crealing "a new form effort to make diplomatic con• 
prmt on the pr1m1t1ve Thai countryside. 

lnside the cafcs, the entertainment ls Foreign Minister, Thanat Kho- of isolation" in the United tact wilh Communist China 
the Thai concept of what the American man, although a staunch anti- States. 
Gl wants: blarini rock and roll music, Communist believes the Two factors are assisting 
ho?ze and Thai hostesses who huStle United St~tes may have to this trend toward isolation 
drinks and themselves In between . . . . 

came alter my menlion of a 
speech by U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations Arthur J. 

dances. 'l'he airmen from the Takhli base make an accommodation with from Asia, he asserted. One 1s Goldberg before his resigna• 
while away their free time wandering Communist China If there is that the racial problems in tion. Goldberg said the United 
from bar to llar, with little enthusiasm. to be enduring peace and pros• America reflect an anti-Asian States must "begin to seek a 
The sameness and tawdriness of It _all pcrity in Southeast Asia. prejudice by some of the na• modus vivendi with mainland 
seem as apparent to them as to the v,!Sl• lion's influential leaders, he China ... without abandoning 
tor from "the world," the GI term for He would prefer this type of said. Thanat has on several oc- old friends to bring about a re-
the Slates. Communist-Western accord to iasions identiified Sen. Wil• laxation of Chinese hostility" 

~ "disengagement" of the liam Fulbright's concern about toward the United States and 
THE ONLY REAL break in the uni• United States in Asian affairs American-involvement in Viet• also other Asian natio,qs. 

t~rmi\Y of , the bars stretching along he indicated in an interview. ' nam and Thailand in this Thanat agreed. "My humble 
l akhll's ma111 street like a stage set ls . , light. suggestion 1s that you try to 
a place callrd the Blue Sky. It ls different Thanat, whos'e nation is Than:rt also said the desire turn a bad situation (Vietnam; 
in tlrnl ):cgro airmen have made It their about to increase its own com• of some Americans to get out into a good situation. Follow a 
own. Few, if any, whites enter there. bat forces to a reported 12,000 of Asia reflects a historic fact settlement in Vietnam with a 

:-imila1· strips blight Thai cities around men on the ,allied side in the that the dominant U.S. inter. general settlement in Asia, in­
other American air bases as well as the . . . . esit has been Europe and, more eluding Communist China- It 
t'apital city of Bangkok, the leading rest Vietnam war, V01ced his fear recently, the Middle East. is not an impossible task," he 
a nrl recreation center. This is one reason that U-S. difficulties in Viet- The biggest bogieman com- said. 
the American military presence in Thai•t-"---------------------::-:----------------
land is not altogether welcome. . BALTIMORE SUN 2 JULY 1968 PAGE 2 

Anti-Americanism cs bound to rise In T s Tl'r 1110,I recent mestwg wit~ 
proportion to the number of troops AL}( QM PUEBLO :'forth liorra11 nr~otialor, al 
based in Thailand, unless their presence -~ ll 
can be made less obtrusive. Defense De• Pa11111unjorn took place Th•irs-

its original point of capture, off 
the North Korean port of \Von­
san. Un1trd Slates offic1al, s,id 

partment figures shCJW there a!'<l about STILL FRUITLESS <iay morning. anrl lasted abc-ul 
43,000 American servicemen in Thaidand 11., hours, lhrv ,aid, 
now-mostly Air Force. That number is ft was Ille· eighteenth lini\erj 

Officials rlo not see at lhi, 
time any close parallel between 
the Pueblo seizure ,nd th, 
grnundmg of a lroop-carryin, 
(Jnited Slates airliner ,·esicrda) 
on a Sov1rt 1slend in 1he Pacific 
Kurile !,land cham. 

8000 above the total of a year ago. Statcs-:'lor\h Eore,in ses,ion at 
~ Americans, North Koreans the Korean war lruce site sine,, 

THE A1TERICA'.'1 servicemen In Thal• Meet For 18th Time ti1c Communists seized the l'nit-
Jand are under far fewer restrict,ions ed Slolcs intelligence ship Janu-
than (hrir counterparts in South Vietnam. Washington. ,July I IA'>-Slate ary 

23
· 

l,:nlike Victna:,1, Jls based in Thailand 8Z Crewmen Held 
can ~o into towns near their bas,es and Department officials said l.oday The North Koreans arc still 

North Ko1e:i a,srrt, the Purh­
lo w;is eri~:iged in hnshle actinr 
-spving~in Korean ,rater;. 
BtJI ~loscow has not said the 
ti!ane·s llymg into Soviet rnr 
,µ.ice ins an,·thinr, other than 
;i navi;:!~1tir.nal aff:rlrnt. 

spend as much money as they wish. G!s "lhere is no hrraklbrnugh"' yet holding the 82 surviving crel'.­
,n \'iclnarn. arr kept out of many towns in the lengthening negotiations men prisoner, at an unknown 
("r Jea,· of inflating the economy. U.S. for return of the U.S.S. Pueblo location, The vessel has been 
rnd Thai policy makers evidently have and its crew. taken to another port north of 
:lccidrd the Thai economy can take it ..... -:::;::::-;;::;:;-:;~::-"'.;;'.;'=:-;:=-:-:::-:--::"'--~--:...---------------
,\nd Tl:ai businessmen are not complain- personnel at the Udorn base to a force of 
lli~. 6000 servicemen. About 1100 servicemen 

t\ntl-Amerkanism does not show up on live off the base since the rapid expan• 
their economic charts. But it does show s10n ran ahead of on-base housing. Miss 
up in of.her ways. A girl was brutally Boonchan said the American presence 
tiutchcred here 6everal months ago. has pu~hed· the cost of housing in Udorn 
Susp1C1ons-some of which found their to the point that her students cannot 
way lntn print in Thailand-were that afford to Hve ln the city any more. College 
an Ampriean Gl did It. Several weeks construction costs have risen too she 
ago a_n Air Force sergeant was found said, as builders rush lo serv,e the Ameri-
rlcarl lrl a waler-filled ditch a few miles can•made marllct. And the city's pros-
f:nm th,e Takhll base, The talk among perity has attracted robbers, she claimed. 
f,ls along the stnp Jilght after the ln­
c.1dcnt. was that a Thai no doubt did It. 
Suspicions on both sides ran well ahead 
of any proof. 

The economic impact of the Americans 
-despite the military line that the Thala 
never had it so l(Ood-has caused prob­
letm whic!'J c~ntribute to a quiet kind of 
~nt1-Amemani.sm, not the blatant 
Yankee Go Home" campaigns Jn Europe 

after World War II. Miss Boonchan 
Wongra'km1tr, dean of the Udorn Teach­
ers College, typ1f1es this feeling. 

Her college is In Udorn, a city 350 miles 
north of Bangkok. The city has boomed 
from a population of 30,000 in 1966 to 
70,000 today as the Air Force trnpled Its 

~ 

ALL THESE complaints were couched 
In the most diplomatic terms as Miss 
Boonchan voiced her concern in an In­
terview at the college. ·she stressed that 
"~oldiers are soldiers" .and that Ameri­
can airmen were not particularly 111-
behaved. But she and two of her col• 
leagues at the college said the American 
behavior is straining the Thai social 
fabric. · 

Signs of anti-Americanism are seen 
by American officials as warning of t~e 
danger, not evidence that anti-Ameri­
canism Is running high. One such official, 
who has spent several years with the 
Thais and knows their language said 

Ii, ' 
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American military commanders in Thai­
land •should take steps to make the 
presence. of troops less obtrusive by im­
posing tighter curfews, ending off-base 
living and curbing the growth of honky­
tonk bars by putting those outside a 
specified area off.limit.I, There have been 
sug,gestions in the Thal press that tne 
rer1~eation of American servicemen be 
confined to specific places. 

Given the importance the Pentagon 
attaches to Air Force bases in Thailand 
some American offioials favor taking out 
more Insurance against a rise tn anti. 
Ame_ricanlsm. One such official, who has 
studied the problem closely ~or several 
years, said a change In style would help. 
He suggests, for example, putting Air 
Force community relations offices in 
~owns near the base rather than expect­
'.ng a Thal to risk the humiliation of be­
mg stopped at the military gate as he 
tries to get Inside to see the communit 
relalions officer. Such measures migi;'; 
help soft:en the Amel1ican presence if 
not make It welcome to people like Miss 
Booncha~, who said: "If the U.S. mlli­
tiary finishes their business, we would 
like them to leave as soon as possible," 
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2 JULY 1968 PAGE 1 'IUESDAY MORNIHG1 2 JULY 1968 succes, until th• last few yean. The Japan•"" 

.. ~ Jousting With Ivan demolished the Russian Navy in th• 1905 war, 
haJn;::.(:~t ::::1•,tl::.:n::::i:~~fy""~~~ destroying all but , ships of a 37-shlp fioet. 

R . w h. ·o has crmsed through the eastern Mediterranean Lenin, distrusting th• navy, reduced it to II 

, USS Jan afS JPS . Og between Cyprus and Crete. Lately it has been •mall element in the Communist military. St&· 

Th 
, either Soviet patrol boat BBJ--the vessel nar, ,in reinstated the navy but concentrated on 

e u s Sixth Fleet rowly missed by the carrier-or a 492-foot •ubmal'ine11. Nikita Khruehehev deemphul.ud 
• ' • guided missile destroyer numbered 532. Some• th'e navy until the 1982 Cuban controntatlo!J 

By WILLIAM D. HARTLE\ times the Russian companion is a. a. blur on with the U.S., when the Sovl~t Inability to pro-
.:i'.i';;=rt•r of THE WALL STREET JousNAL the horizon; sometimes It daris ingrth~ way of tect Its merchant ships proved humiliating, 

, THE USS INDEPENDENCE-CUI• the Independence and the destroyers accom a- The Russians then embarked on an exten• 
hng- _throug-h the placid waters of the eastern nyinr her. P aive building program, and they now po•••"" a 
Mediterranean on maneuvers, the aircraft car• The Independence actually had Its first en• rnocte111.and well-armed fleet. The average age 
~l~~k:~dependen?• su~denly finds its path counter with the Russians before entering the n! Soviet ships Is about 10 years, Admiral MST• 

by a diminutive stranger. Mediterranean in April. As the big carrier tin says, compared with 20 year• for the Sixth 
The other vessel has come out Of the rays of passed south of the Azores, a Soviet TupoleV•20 Fleet ship• of the U.S. 

the settmg sun, and it lies where the Indepen• bomber flew over on two successive days, On In t_erms ot sheer power, the Sixth Fleet be­
dence Is about to swing windward to catapult both occasions, Phantom jets from the Inde• lieves it tar outstrips the Soviet fleet. The Rug. 
Jet fig~tero into flight, Capt. Mark H!ll, the pendence rose to protect the carrier. slans lack the long-range striking power of air· 
c,arrier s commander, exclaims angrily. Mari• It was all terribly casual according to the craft carriers. But they now are building ships 
time rules _of the road give him the right of American pilots. "The Ru~sian pilots were d•sigJ!ed to deliver up to 2,000 trooi,. for a,. 
way, but th!S has happened before. smiling, laughing and waving at our pilots," sault by helicopter. 

Sharply, he orders right rudder and jumps Capt. Hlll recalls. TM Soviets snapped phOtO• And the Americans view Soviet guided mill-
the speed from about 15 knots to 25 knots. graphs of the Americans and even motioned silo destroyer 532 with respect. Cleanly and 
Swinging into the wind, tne ponderous carrier for the U.S. pilots to change position, for better trim!~ de,signed, it has an lmprea•lve anon&! 
bears down on the stranger. Alarmed, the sec· camera angles. of missile launchers, antisubmarln• rocket 
?nd skipper backs his vessel off, water churn- _ One Soviet aviator held up pictures of So, launchers and torpedo tubes, Four t,,wera 
ing at Its ste111. vie,t pinup girls, and it looked at one point a, carry radar and missile control equipment. 

The Independence straightens course and though the Russians were drinking beer. "The When 
th

~ Independence bears down, powerful 
glides past the smaller vessels, Navy deck- ~ilot held up a can," says one American nyer. gas turbine• ~ut on a burst of speed to n:iov• 
hands •taring down from the carrier's lofty He put up three fingers, then two. r figure the Soviet ship briskly out of the earner's 
deck. The foreigner Is close enough to make Iha.I' was three-point-two beer," pa

th
. 

out his flag-the red star and hammer and.sic- A Soviet ship first picked up ·the Indepen- How They Get There 
kle of the Soviet Union. dence as it was coming Into the eastern Medi, The Russians send their ehips Into tho Medi• 

Ivan Is back, the American sailors mutter. terranean through the strait of Messina be• terranean from the Black Sea, through th• 
The encounter is no surprise: confrontations tween Sicily and the Italian mainland, and one Bosporus and the Dardanelles. A treaty re­
here with th! soviets are common these days. or another has tailed the carrier ever since. quires eight days notice to Turkey before mak• 
The strategically crucial "Med," once an The Soviet ships rotate the duty, presumably ing the transits, but Russia gets around thl• by 
American "lake" and the undispute.d roving taking turns to refuel. filing each eight days !or the entire tleet· th•n 
ground of the U :S· Sixth Fleet, has become a . "Their attitude toward us changes from Individual ships are sent through at will, ' 
?Jilllon-square-mile arena !or a Russian-Amer- bme to time," says Vice Adm. William r. Mar- Until the Soviets began using Arab ports, 
ican war of nerves. tm, commander of the Sixth Fleet, in his quar- they used international mchorages ~uch as 

The soviet ships are doggedly shadowing ;~rs on _the guided missile cruiser Little Rock. Hammamet oft Tunisia and Klthira south of 
and frequently harassing the American fleet, Sometimes they shadow, other times they are Greece. L.<tst year an American minesweeper 
and they are here in force. The size of the Rus- more arrogant. Their sea manners at times sailed Into an anchorage east of Creto and' 
sian fleet fluctuates, but It usually contains be• are atrocious, and at other times ,they obey the found a flotiila of Russfan crulsers, destroyers 
tween 30 and 50 ships, half of them combat rules of the road." and auxiliary ships. It dropped anchor in th, 
ships such as crulsera, destroyers and submar• Capt. Hill think~ the oea manners of the So- middle of the fleet and some days later ra, 
Ines, viet guided missile destroyer's skipper leave dioed a passing American carrier, "Don't 

"No longer is the Med ours to use as we see something to be desired. Not long ago, the de- worry about a thing, I've had them cornered 
lit," acknowledges Adm. Jqhn s. McCain Jr., strayer, cruising off the beam of .the Indepen• for three days," , 
commander of U.S. Naval forces In Europe. dence, suddenly shot ta,:ward and turned ·10 The Russians actually were mare adventur-
Amerlcan strategists discern solid political and port In front of the big ship. ous during their early days in the Mediterra-
mUitary reasons for the new Soviet presence. A Good Sailor nean-about a year ago-than they are now. 

The Russians clearly w.ant to emphaalie Such a man~uver is, roughly equivalent to a Last October a Soviet destroyer tried to un-
thelr interest In the Arabian •peninsUla, where small automobile pa.soing a truck on the right nerve the skipper of the U.S. destroyer Dealey 
two-thirds of the world's oil reserves are lo- and then undertaking a k!!t turn: It is perilous, by approaching from behind and passing close. 
cated. The naval show ol force reinforces the ~ut Capt. ~ill doesn't allow himself to 1,·e In• The Russian skipper miscalculated and passed 
Russian Influence-and its heavy arms Invest- bmidated: A couple of times I've turned Into too close-within four feet. The alarmed Sovi­
ments-in the Arab nations. Soviet ships now him at high speed," M says, /'He seems to ets tossed collision bumpers over the side, 
stop at the Egyptian ports of Alexandria and have 11 good sense of not only how to t.urn to veered off and went away. 
Port Said and at Latakla In Syria, places no avoid, hut how t_o turn back to get In the ao.m• American officers think the Soviets want to 
longer visited by American vessels. relatl,~• pooitlon. He's a fairly expert sea• learn from the u.s; tleet. Refueling at sea, tor 
By Le,nd or Sea. man. Instance, ha. been of special lntereBI to the 

Moreover, In the parlance of naval strate• The day after making that statement, capt. RusS!ans. . 
gists, the Soviet presence has "turned the Hill found the Russl&n destroyer between the Despite observing the Americans, the Sovi­
southern flank of NATO," North Atlantic Independence .and an old weathe,r balloon the els sl!ll haven't mastered the knack of •team­
Treaty Organization alliances prevent the Rus- ca.rrier had tossed Into the water for target Ing along at 15 knots or so and refueling side 
sians from menacing southern Europe by land. prii.etice. Independence runnen, bad finlahed by side. American pilots report seeing Russian 
But, the strategists suggest, sending Sov!et one s&lvo; the Soviet ship sUdden!y barged in. oilers barely moving, their hos•• trailing ae­
ships Into waters oil southern Europe produc.. As the carrier !IW1lllg around to' maneuver the tern and destroyers trying to fish the hose• 
a threat to NATO. Russian ship out of the target range, a musta• frorn the water, " cumbersome method. More, 

NATO planners are particularly concemlld chloed 111ll0r In ·one comer of the bridge mut- over, 
th

• Sollie! fleet 81:!ll doeen't replenish 
about Russian overtures to the Mediterranean tered, "Hell, jull shoot &! it, sklpP4'r," food, stores and ammunition at sea as the 
island of Malta. Just south of Sicily, Malta ls Moat of Ill• time, though, the Aniericans Jg. Americans do. Those bperations wait for stops 
strategically located In the middle of the sea. nore their RU&Blan compan!Cll.l, "We don't in pott,. . 
The Island la In economic trouble, and Soviet even report range and .baa.ring to him any• Carner .~perations also are of Interest to the 
emissaries have been talking of givll)g aid In. more," jokingly aaya one youllg officer on the Ru .. lana. r think they are recording as ar­
roturn for other favors. NATO admirals foal'. bridge. "Just 'on station.' " A lieutenant Is curately a. ~•siblo with mlnut~ detail every. 
that Malta might become a regular port of calf more ""riOUI about the silent confrontation thlni we do, 111.ys Capt. Hill, 'ao If they do 
for Russian ships or even proVide room for a "They've got their job to do, and we've got 0 ~ dlJt!lde to bu!i? an attack carrier, they ar• tho.t 
Russian base. job to do," he says •~rnly, "They're profe•• much ahead. The Ruaallll!ll apparently photo-

Where the Soviet navy goea, the Soviet mer- l!ionala doing what they're told, and we're pro- graph fl!glrt deck actlv!ty and record radio 
chant tleet tends to follow, and RW!elan !esstonala doing what we're told, It's a matter transmissions between pllots and the carrier. 
fn,lghtera are beginning to work the Medlter-' ot mutual re•pecl.'' The eavesdropping is mutual, however. 
ranean In force. The Soviet merchant presence Unwittingly, the Ruoeia.ns serve to bolster When a Russian ship moves close to the Inde• 
is e•peclally notable In shipping cotton and m.ora.le on the Independence wh th pendence, a voice on the carrier'• l011dspeaker 
dried trult from the Turkish ports of Izmir and &JO age of the crew is 19. "My ::!i c!/:,1;; blares out. ''Now man all ■noopy lrtatlarui," 
Mersin, out and aee a common thn,at ,, · Oo and a team of photogr&phen duh•• to 119 

B th 
. --A • l&YI m- posts 

ut e Sixth Fleet obviously Is the chlel 111 ..... er Jame■ l'oxgrover, executive oftlcer of · 
target of the Soviet venture Into the Mediterra, the lhlp. "Thal'• iomethlnr 10II don't 111 In But there are long •tret~h•s of boredom. 
nean. "The time has come to demand the com-· Norfolll, V•la." when 

th
e Jtu11tan lhlp1 remain distant and 

plete withdrawal..,, the u.s. Sbclh Fleet from n,,.....,. llallon look Idle. "When I've flown near them," says 
the, Mediterranean," Soviet leader Leonid Ru.Nia llu tried off and dn tJuoo h th ·Lt. JIil! A~tby, II hellcoptv pilot, "there is 
Brellhnev .aid recently. turieii to··becom• a nav11,J .....,II' wtllf~. • •1111

11
• llftally a bunch,of l'UY" on the fantail in shorts 

5 
r-w • ......., IIIUC l!Ullba\hlT!g, They j111t look up and wave." 
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CC ASU AL TI ES ) 

(AP)U-S MARINES ARE LOSING t,KJRE MEN IN PROPORTION TO OTHER U-S 
BRANCHES OF THE SERVICE IN THE VIETNAM WAR. THE ARMY HAS GREATER '-..v 
CASUALTIES BUT HAS MORE THAN FOUR TIMES AS MANY MEN INVOLVED. SO 
FAR_,_ THE UNITED STATES HAS LOST ABOUT 25,400 MEN KILLED IN COMBAT. 
-DA,':,H= 

(THE AIR FORCE AND NAVY HAVE BEEN HIT LIGHTLY COMPARED WITH THE 
MARINES AND THE ARMY WHICH CARRY THE BRUNT OF THE VIETNAM WAR. 

~~~:~==~~:~~~~~.=£t,,w,~-~,~~,,R,-~,~fffifilrrr¾~4f E 

(VIET) 
(AP)U-S B-52 BOMBERS CONTINUE TO HAi1MER AWAY AT SOUTHERN 
"NORTH VIETNAM, TR YI NG TO SMASH ENEMY SUPPLY LINES• SMALLER JETS 
FLEW NEARLY 3 700 MISSIONS AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM'S SOUTHERN 
PAi'JHANDLE DURfoG JUNE. BU!1 DESPITE THE SHELLINGJ_ INTELLIGENCE 
SOURCES SAY THE ENEMY rs POURING MORE SUPPLIES At'-1D TROOPS INTO 
SOUTH VIETNAM THAN EVER BEFORE, 
-DASH-

CTHE GI ANT BOMBERS HIT ENEMY STORAGE AREAS IN Ai~D ABOVE 
VI ETN J.\M 'S DE-MIL!T ARI ZED ZONE YESTERDAY• AND THEY ALSO ATTACKED 
NORTH VIETNAMESE ARTILLERY SI TES THAT HAVE BEEN SHELLING 
ALLIED BASES ON THE NORTHERN FRONTIER AND U-S WARSHIPS OFFSHORE,> 

(APi SOUTH KOREAN COURT HAS SENTENCED U-6 ARMY SPECIALIST-FOURTH 
CLASS H.K. SMALU100D OF KEITH1 KENTUCKY TO 15 YEARS IN PRISON ON 
CHARGES OF MURDER AND ARSON. !:>MALLWOOD WAS A\CUSED OF CHOKING TO 
DEATH A 22 -YEAR-OLD KOREAN WOMAN IN HER ROOM IN SEOUL AND SETTING 
FIRE TO THE VICTIM'S BED. 

(AP)(MOSCOW>-~THE SOVIET UNION MAINTAINS A PUBLIC SILENCE TODAY 
ON THE VIETNAM-BOUND AMERICAN TROOP PLANE DOtJN IN THE KURIL 
CKOO-REL ~) I SL ANDS. AND SOME EXPERIENCED OBSERVERS IN M:>SCOW 
SAY THE SILENCE IS HOPEFUL. 

THESE NON~OMMllN1ST OBSERVERS CONTRAST THE SILENCE 
WI TH NORTH KOREAijS IMMEDIATE .Ai'JD TRIUMPHANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
LAST JANUARY OF THE CAPTURE OF THE U-6 INTELLIGENCE SHIP •PUEBLO,• 
THE PUEBLO lilAS ACCUSED OF ILLEGAL SPY!: NG ..WD I TS 82 SURVIVING 
CREWMEN STILL ARE PRISONERS. 

BY AVOIDING ANY PUBLICITY FOR THE CAPTURE OF THE U-S 
PLANE WITH 229 PERSONS AiOARDd THE SOVIET UNION LEH ITSELF M:>RE 
ROOM FOR MANEUVERING THAN AN RTH KOREAN-STYLE PNNOUNCEMENT WOULD 
HAVE GIVEN. 

THE OlilSERVERS REASONED THAT SOVIET AUTHORITIES COULD DECIDE 
TO RELEASE THE PLANE1 ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT HAD INNOCENTLY STRAYED 
INTO SOVIET AtR SPICE, THE POSSIBILITY WAS LEFT OPEN BY THE 
SOVIET FAILURE TO MAKE PUBLIC ACCUSATIONS OVER THE PLANE, 

BUT THERE IS NO GU AR ANTEE THE SOVIETS WI LL REMAIN SILENT OF 
WILL RF.LEASE TME PLANE AND PASSENGERS ANY TI ME SOON, 

WHEN U=S AMBASS ADO~ Ll,£1,n;u .. 'itN THOMPSON SPOKE TO SOVIET 
PREM! ER KOS YG! N Ornl'J =SEE Q -GHHl) ABOUT IT YESTERDAY: KOSYGIN 
SAID ONLY THAT THE 11ATTER WAS UNDER INVEST! GATION,' THE PREMIER DID 
NOT COMMIT illMSE!.F FURTHER. 

TMDI.E IS NO INDICATION OF FURTHER U-S DIPLOMATIC ACTIVITY IN 
MOScor,1. IT APPARENTL y IS BEING Hfl-lDLED BY THE STATE DEPARTl1IlH 
AND THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN li1 ASHI NGTON, 

A SOVIET GO\JERNMENT SPOKESMAN WHO WAS ASKED ABOUT THE: PLANE 
YESTERDAY SAID ME HAD NO INFORMATION BUT WOULD SEE WHAT HE 
COULD FIND our. P,Sl{ED AGAIN TODAY, HE SAID HE STILL HAD NO 
INFORMATION. 

(AP)THE SWISS EMB/.\SSY IN HAVANA SJ\y:5 A NOUHWEST AIRLINES PLANE WITH 
94 PERSONS ABOARD, WHICH WAS HI ~JPCKJE!'J AND DIVERTED TO CUBA 
YESTERDAY, !S EXPECTED TO LEAVE CUBA ®YN THE EARLY HOURS• OF 
TODAY, THE PLANE DAS EN ROUTE FROM MINNEAPOLIS TO MI AMI WHEN 
A PISTOL -WIEDLING PASSENGER FORCED THE PI LOT TO HEAD FOR CUBA, 
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Souvanna: 
Reds Must 
Leave Laos 

By Murrey Marder 
washtn1ton Post Staff Writer 

PARIS, June 28-Laotian 
Premier Souvanna Phouma 
today called for the with· 
drawal of 40,000 North Viet­
namese troops from Laos as 
the price for halting American 
bombing of North Vietnam. 

The leader of the embattled 
nation whose fate is inter­
twined with the war in Viet­
nam, told a group of newsmen 
during his visit to Paris: 

"If you (the Americans) stop 
the bombing of North Vietnam 
without. withdrawal of the 
North Vietnamese troops from 
Laos, how could the United 
States ever accept . that? It 
w-0uld leave the western flank 
uncovered (i11 the Vietnamese 
war). I don't see how you 
could accept that." 

Prince Souvanna arrived 
here six days ago on what he 
called a "private Visit," whicla 
has included talks with U,S. 
officials about the American­
North Vietnamese discussions 
under way here. These set­
slons have been dragging for 
six weeks with Hanoi insisting 
first on a· total halt to U.S. 
bombing and the Un.lied 
States demanding a show of 
military restraint by Hanoi be­
fore the Umlted bombing or­
dered on March 31 Is ex­
panded to .a complete halt. 

On his ·arrival here, 5-0u­
vanna described the continu­
ing fighting in Laos-which 
borders Vietnam and ls ·cov­
erty used by North Vietnam to 
infiltrate troops into South 
Vietnam-as ''the lost war of 
Laos." The conflict -in· Laos 
often tends to be · forgotten, 
Souvanna complained. But In 
fact "the ·war has never. ceased 
i!r . Laos, in spite of the 1962 
Geneva Agreement" to make 
Laos truly ne11.tral by with­
drawing all foreign troops 
from it. 

What is actually Involved in 
the once•a•week formal discus­
sions under way in Paris be­
tween envoys of · Washington 
and Hanoi, Souvanna said, are 
the terms of a "cease-fire." He 
used this terminology in its 
broadest sense, to extend it to 
his call for a withdrawal of 
North Vietnamese troops ft-om 
Laos. Hanoi's delegation here 
has ,-ejected talk of a· cease­
fire at this stage, Insisting the 
priority mission of tlie .confer. 
ence ls to halt American 
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Saigon Quiet, 
V .S. General 
There Says 

By Peter Braestru.p 
Wuhint1on J!'o&t ForeU:n Servlcl 

SAIGON, June 29-Maj. 
Gen. John H. Hay, new\y 
named commander of U.S. 
forces defending Saig•on, said 
t()day that there were oo signs 
of an imminent Comm11cr1ist 
ground offensive against the 
city. 

"As a matter of f!K!t," he 
told J)ewsmen at the Capital 
M4lltary District headquarters 
here, "it's so quiet it bothe.rs 
me." 

He warned that troops of 
the enemy 5th, 7th and. 9~h Qi­
vis.ions, apparently now dis· 
persed to re-equip ·and rest, 
were capable of reaching Sat• 
gon within 48 hours from their 
rural base areas. However, M 
said, enemy troops were no 
longer "hanging in close" to 
the city, 

Meanwhile; Saigon newspa­
pers to1cfght again quoted 
South Vietnamese government 
sources as saying that the ca9-
ltal's defenses were on the 
alert for another enemy 
.~round push. Sueh alarms, fos• 
iered both by local fears and 
by Vietcong propaganda leaf 
lets, have been common ever 
since the last big enemy a,­
tack on Saigon May 5 to n. 
But Gen. Hay said there was 
currently no special alert l!l 
the capital area. 

There nave been no major . 
ground act!vns in the capital 
area, which embraces Saigot, 
and Giadinh Province, since 
South Vietnamese Marines 
captured mare than 140 sur­
rounded P.nemy troops June 19 
tn Saigon•~ northern suburbs. 

As of early today, there has 
been no rocket attack against 
the city or its suburbs sim,e 
June 21, when the enemy put 
ten 11!2-mm. al)d 107-mm. rock• 
!!ts into Tansonnhut Airbase 
and nearby res~dential areas 
on Saigor.'s northern fl'Ulges. 

Ho·wev~r. Gen. Hay, like 
other allied 111llitary men, did 
not rule out either new infili­
tration or more rocket attacks, 
He noted thaMhe rockets' sev­
en-mile range, and the ease 
with which enemy roeket 
crewl could move in close to 
Saigon through marshes, 
woodland and. creeks, made 
perfect defense lmpo'"1ble. 

.Nevertheless, the General 
went on, added ,urveillance by 
electronic devices, helicopters 
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HANOI SAYS EVACUATION 
KHE SANH IS OF KHE SANH 
U.S. 'DEFEAT' GOES SLOWLY 
Ry TRO:IIAS T. FENTON 

tP<iri1 Burmu of TM Sun] 

Paris, June ~The Hanoi 
delegation at the Paris peace 
talks today heralded the evac­
uation of the Khe Sanh base by 
American forces as "a grave 
defeat for the United States." 

The American forces were 
"forced to retreat," said Nguy­
en Thanh Le, spokesman for the 
delegation. He added that 
American explanations that the 
base was no longer essential 
were just "sour grapes," 

Propaganda Boost 
Mr. Le's statements were 

niade at a press conference 
here which appeared to be part 
of a step-up in the heavy propa­
ganda campaign which the 
North Vietnamese delegation 
has been conducting as the 
peace talks drag on without evi­
dent progress. 

The press conference was 
called to publicize Hanoi's 
claim that the 3,000th American 
plane was shot down over North 
Vietnam this week. 

According to the latest Ameri­
can figures published this week, 
less than 900 American planes 
have been Jost over North Viet• 
nam. 

Mr Le read a lenirthv state­
ment' from what looked like the 
carbon copy of a cablegram, 
leading observers to speculate 
that the statement had been 
prepared in Hanoi and sent by 
Telex to the delegation here. 

He quoted extensive figur~s 
designed to show that, despite 
the American bombing ol North 
Vietnam, the country had in· 
creased its industrial and agri­
cultural output, and quadrupled 
its road network. 

Commenting on Khe Sanh, the 
American base near the border 
zone between North and 
South Vietnam at which 6,000 
marines held out during a 77-
day seige early this year by an 
estimated 40,000 North Viet­
namese troops, Mr. Le said the 
withdrawal this week was both 
a tactical add strategic defeat. 

Bad :faith Charged , i 
"The United States military 

commanders once decided to 
defend the base at .all costs," he 
said. "They are now forced to 

CONTINUED PAGE 2 

Khe Sanh, Vietnam, June 29 
lei-United States Marines are 
working night and day to clear 
out Khe Sanh within the next 
week. The warren of bunkers 
which soaked . up so much 
American blood will soon be 
bur\ed, and the rats will take 
over. 

The going is slow. Bulldozers 
raise a haze of red dust in the 
daytime, and Air Force twin-en­
gined C-47's orbit the base at 
night dropping flares. 

A few Memy artillery rounds 
whistle over the workers every 
day, but ho one; pays much 
attention. The marines expect 
the North-Vietnamese to step up 
the harassment shelling as Ha­
noi increases its propaganda 
drive about the withdrawal. 

North Vietnam Claim 
The North Vietnam news 

agency claimed Friday that the 
Viet Cong "wiped. out" 122 
American and South Viet­
namese troops as they were 
withdrawing from Khe Sanh. 

American spokesmen said 
convoys .moving from here • to 
Landing Zone Stud have not 
been hit since June 3 when the 
marines lost about twenty men 
in an enemy ambush. 

One United States plane, 
dropping flares for the night 
workers, was shot at contin• 
uously by the enemy Thursday, 
but was not hit, Some sources 
identified the shell bursts as 
37-mm. anti-aircraft fire, a rari­
ty in South Vietnam. 

Airstrip Salvage Effort 
The marines, elements of a 

battalion from the 9th Regi­
ment, are trying to salvage ail 
the usable sections of the 3,000· 
foot aluminum airstrip. The sec­
tions are being flown out by 
huge cargo-carrying helicopters. 

United States spokesmen said 
if this i.s not completed soon, 
the remainder of ,the airstrip 
may be blown up to expedite 
the pull-out. 

Large holes are being dug to 
bury the skeltons of helicopters 
and fixed-wing aircraft that 
supported the combat base 
while it was under siege for Tl 
days from January 20 to April 
8. 

The medical bunker is one of 
the few facilities still in opera­
tion.. and demolition workers 
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~ Reserve, h.m comblAthelr HANOI SAYS KHE SANH. 
SotJV ANNA ••• Cont '.d SAI UIET • GENERAL staffs to a degree raJ9Vlet, U ,S. 1DEFEAT1•..Cont 
bombing. SAYS•• .Continued mun. retreat from the base." 

At a press confererice today, and fixed-wing aircraft, plus The allied artillery opera• "The high command pretends 
the North Vietnamese delega- more .aggressive patrolling and tions intelligence and air lial· the retreat was ordered because 
tlon "celebrated" the shooting· faster reaction by Saigon's de- son ·officers work side by side, the base is unessential now. 
down' of that it said was the fenders, should reduce the Hay said. No U.S. infantry bat· That.makes me.think of the La 
3000th American plane to be threat. talions are permanently as• • 
brought down over the North. 'Hay was named "Command- signed to Hay, but they mow .Fontaine fable of the fox ·and 
U.S. officials say. their statis- ing General, Capital Military in and out of tlle capital area the 'grapes." 
tics show losses Of less than ~stance Command" June 4 as Hay's •immediate sµperior, .Mr, Le··repeated chargea of 
one

0

third of that amount in al\d given a staff. Prior to Lt. Gen. William Weyand, com- "bad.faith" on·the part of Amer­
fixed-wing aircraft, or :858 tnen, :notably during the de- mandcr oi two field forces, ican negotiators, and said North 

.planes, · structive February and May :decides. -m,y currenUy controls Vietnam wants peace, bul 
Hanoi's deleg,atiO!l used the fighting in Saigon, no perma• -several U:.S. battalions oper• 

occasion to label the American nent spectaJU.S. command ex• ating in Saigon. suburbs under "peace goes hand in hand with 
decision to evacuate the long- isted to plan and .direct the this :plan. independence, and we reject a 
headlined UB. ·miJitary out- capita-l's defense; ~oth U.S. ?,fore than 30 projects for pax Americana," 
post· at Khesanh in South Viet- and South Vietnamese efforts ,Saigon's ,defense are under . At almost the same time the 
nam, "the :grav1lst .defeat for to drive out enemy troops w:iy Hay .said, notably an North Vietnamese were holding 
the United.States," were handicapped by .lack of "antt,infUtratlon .belt" c~m- their press conference, another 

Press spokesman Nguyen organization and coordina~oi:i, posed of roving South Viet- was being held by Prince Sou-
Thanh Le said the U.S. expla- Despite urgings of U.S. c!Vll• namese militia ambu5h patrols vanna Phouma, pro-Western but 
~at1·on that holding Khesanh · authon·ties af•e~ the Feb· 1 - i · •r au1·m c·1ty ;as no longer necessar1,' be- ~~~~Y fighting,· G~~- William .. _c_e_se __ n __ w ___ -__ -----1 officially neutralist Premier of 
cause f1f a shift to more mo• B. Westmoreland's staff and Laos. 
bile •strategy reminded.him.of its .South Vietnamese counter- .NEW YORK .T~ Eventual Settlement 
tbe· fable of the fox and othe part had not developed a de- 29 . J mte 1968 P2 Prince Souvanna, who Is In 

tailed joint SMgon defense Paris for private reasons, met 
.grapes, with · the fox reluc- plan when Com.munists struck with American reporters and 
tant!y abandoning the .grapes again M~y 5. f Ul 'll 'S ·Jlftp·TERS outlined his views .on how an 
out of. his ·reach .and saying, According to Gen. Hay, the .. uv ·, .,. ,JJ.V . · ,eventual settlement of the war 
"They were,sour ,anyway." new joint setup should vastly -O·RD· .· ... ERED -BY :.BO·N:N .in Southeast Asia could be "Thi& retreat" from Khes- imprnve .Saigon's desen~es. He . · , - · reached. 
anh, saiid Le, shows that "as . and his counterpart, MaJ. Gen. · His views supported several 
long as the United States in- Nguyen Van Mjnb, who heads k "d lr d f th b 
sis ts on-pursuing its war of ag- all south Vietnamese Police 9PO<W , .. n, "'" nnc TllllN ey I eas a ea Y put or Y 
gressinn," it ''.will no.t avoid and ·m:ilitary units in the Sa_i- , 8 w, t Ger the American negotiators in 

.,.. . BONN, .June;~ ·-· ,es · · early sessions of the talks which defeat, whatever strategy and gon area except the Strategic many'i .Defense Ministry' has opened here May 
13

. 
tactics it. uses." k CH 53 A 

Several .=bers of .the ""'ACUATION OF KHE ordered 135 Sikors Y · · Although the peace talks are 
North Vietnamese delegation ,,... ·b,elicopws wort!t s25o-million [ now in the "propaganda stage," 
later.today ,appeared ,at a sort SANH .SLOW.• .Cont~d from the United.States. ' be said, "they might look differ-
of·talk-in ai.w.ed at "American · are expected to wait until the ;_The ,Dllfense .cam111it~e ·of' ent in a few weeks." 
WiiT crimes'' committed in last day befure they fill ii in. Ptrliament approved the pur-

40 000 1 
La 

Vietnam. · chase "from :sikorsky )Aircraft, ' · 11 01 

American write<'., Mary Mc- Wounded Brought ID a division .of the United Air· Prince Souvanna's main point 
Carlhy . was,among .. 'l.he .group Some marines wounded in 8 . t -15 last was that the Americans should 

•kirmis'- ·on' one ,of the ·•~r- craft .CoJ'poratiou, a · 1 not ·stop the bombing of North of maiinly -Frenchmen who de• • ,, · b r •'-e summer re· 
rounding bills were brought sessmn · e ore '" Vietnam without first insisting ~:!~\;:, :n:~:u:; there Fridayfortreatme11t. , cess yeSltcrday. • "ff de on.a·withdrawal of the estimat-

on · damage- . caused by U.3. Most of the salvaged matenal The .co'lnmittee ·put O ; - si ed 40,000 'North Vietnamese 
bombing, The meeting . )"a• is being taken to Landing Zone cjsion · on the purcha~e ··o · troops in Laos, which flanks 
the first prodll<.ltlon of·,the In• Stud, 10 Illl1es northeast of here, United ,States ·~1'hanfom jet North and South Vietnam. The 
ternationa! Information Cen• which is expected to ~ the new I fjghters, · built by the. McDon- inain ·Communist supply line 
ter on War Crimes •in ·v,et- western anchor for·allied-base~ nell Aircraft Division of ·tbe from .North to South Vietnam 
na,m. The·.group .was described along the demilitarizedzone. · McDonne~ .Dougles Corpora• passes through Laos . 
. as an outgrowth of th.e Ber- tlon until after· Parliament re- The Prince predicted the talks 
·trand Ru.sselL!nteriumonal tri- i. _ve_t'o and means,. !;louvanna yenes in.the fall. · · · could result in a cease-fire, with 
·bunal on American war crimes s11J,d, tm.UCC members '.','live The he.ivy assauJt ·.hellcopters the evacuation of tile troops 
in VietnarJ, and the new very well, but ".they don't d1> :were purchased,. accordin& _to from Laos and an end to the 

,group :lllBo appeared to be mujili work." . the Defense :Ministry, .to ,m· 
solely concerned with Ameri- The result, . .he said, is .that crease the mobility of v,,rest · bombing. Without the Laos sup­= damage to civilian.life and North . Vietnam. 410,v. has iany'~ grollll.<1 · toi:ces, The ply route, he said, the Viet Cong 
property. . · · . · '140;000 tro. ops in.,Laos. perma,. -. ense: "• .. Commit. tee.,· be!ore and North Vietnamese forces in 

Premier Souvanna Pho~• netitly ... not counting tbe . ting the· reciues.t, ob~ined the 3outh could not continue to 
ma1s view is thaf the Parjs troops passing through" to ~,s,·from the,ar111Y\!'1at light. 
talks are .now "in the pro11a• South Vietnam, ''The presence • ua)I :tra:ln~d ~!'$~:!;~~ Once the fighting had stopped, 
ganda stage" hut "might look of these 40,000 troops," said ·.. ilabl~ to flY.· an,·:. , Prince Souvanna conference 
different in a few weeks." Souvanna, "has obliged tis to }h~e::!'f~e ;aid that. pay- foresaw an international con-

Once a cease-fire has ·bee!! maint8;111 .an army o1 100,~ : ent for .the ··hel,icopters'wou!d ference of the United States, 
achieved·. here, he said, there which js an eno~ quantity . E in tl:iis . year and end m European and Asian countries 
should be a "general confer- for a collll:try Whicl! !11111 ~ly rs,.4; It ilid. not report ~n when concerned to work out' a South-
ence" ot. "all the illteresteu three mlllio11.lnbabitaats. • the delh"•ries-would begm. .. east Asia settlement. 
parties" :about the. confiict .in The 1962 agi,eement was . In postpomn11•the decision on The International Control 
.Southeai;t Asia. It is.up to the bmd on the .premise tbat the the ~itom Jer fighters, t~ Commission would .. .-•• the 
"gre11t· powers," be said, .to de- three Laotian facti-righ- iense Committee turne •• ,._ • -
termine if it is possible to tist, neutralis.t (the gro1q1. tbat own an ur,el). t r,eq11est ~.Y. settlement and would be en-
have such .a conference with Souvanna Phouma headed) Def!rue. Ministry ~ ;qu: forced by adding two Asian na-
Communlst ·china or, if neces• and tlie pro-(lommwwt Pathet o . Lultwa~e recony::;,e jlll lions and instituting a majority 
sary, without her. . Lao, could operate ID .a deli- fluwl.wns,W!~ ~oJ the ·view vote lo govern its actiOJIS. 

As forLaoa·.lilself,.said.Sou, cate balance, The_bala• long th The_~;:m1AnlericP~ The present control commis-
vanna, Jt should be provaded. ago was upset, ~th Solavanlla J~ Sl:arflpter.s, whfoa·:'fQTIII sion, established lo police the 
with an expanded ood effec• chargl~ the Commuaists wl.ttt :ie baell·bPOII oMhe . .W llSt Gllr• . 1954 Geneva settlement of the 
tive Interutional 'Cll.lll:rol destroying the. -~ty man Af~ For~; .ar~. ts :wen Southeast Asia· conflict, has 
Oommusion whleh could. en- premise and the P~ J:.ao jii.lted fc,r reeonn.istan~;:ks. been largely Ineffective, Each 
force. the neutralit,y. thlij: was pulling out of the; @¥11fD!OSQt. • 'the t:(iftwaffjl flllt!·•r5~f ol its lhree present member 
pledi'd at Ge~a in .both lf the NorthVllitnamelle·with- ,ee ·Plliuitonlll -"111 ... : dia Canada d 
1954 ·and• 1962. T,be 11resel)t,.ln- draw rroni Laos,· ·aald Sou- flghteis in the 1974'~1 ~ countries-In · , en 
cl-iari-Pollsb~ member-- vanna, "the Patbe~ Lao Ill.Ulla· Defe~ae, Co~ltt81- . ,bl de· ~as a veto. 
!!liiP lhould. ·11e el!!!llnd¥ -to te~ can· return to. Uie. •u ?~t"~~C: ~QC'foi its Prince Souvanna, who .~o._mes 
fl~ . o.t10111, he sµgge.ted, which: llave been .. leti .~t tancurcl pl~-:Tl\e:'SAJl!aht• to France each year lo .... e a 
with ~ty to !I~ liY for Ulelll and we ean tlllln I&- !rs ire· ~,IJilder.Jlcellle · spa cure, ·1a1d the commiulon 
IQljority V()t,e, The p~11t cuu th9 need to ream. the tn weai oermaqy.. ·· ·· members "live very well, but 
vrcecture gives each member a Geneva agreements." - · they don~t do much work." 
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Few 'New Troops' Infiltrate 
By JOSEPH C. GOULDEN 

fuquirer Washington Bureau 
WASHINGTON, ,June 29. -

i\.lthough North Vietnamese in 
filtration is at its highest level 
N the war, L'. S. intelligence 
concludes the bulk of the new­
comers are replacements for 
.casualties who do not increase 
the enemy troop level. 

WASHINGTON POST 29 June 1968 Pll 

. Ship Aids Gls 
In Viet Battle Of the 29,000 North Vietnam­

ese regulars said to have cross­
ed into the South during May 
only 3000 are ,believed to be From News Dlspakhe, 

CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
30 June 1968 PJ 

REPORT U.S., 
N. KOREA NEAR 

PACT ON CREW 
what the U.S. calls "new troops." The other 2ii,OOO re- · SAIGON, June 29 (Saturday) hours Saturday and Sunday SEOUL, Korea, June 29 _ 
placed North Vietnamese killed -U.S. infantrymen, becked up and told all civilians to "keep [UPI] _ A Seoul newspaper, 
or wounded on the battlefield. by the guns of the cruiser Bos- calm and obey Instructions" in a report quickly denied by 

These figures are cited as one ton, Friday reported killing 105 following any Vietcong lnva-
of the reasons the United States the state department, said today 
continues to be confident the North Vietnamese in a force sion. American officials are ready to 
Paris peace talks ultimately of about 500 caught on B-52 h<;,mbers and smaller receive the 82 crewmen ol the 
will bear fruit. beaches just below the Demili- tactical bombers Friday struck navy intelligence ship Pueblo 
OPTnUSM GUARDED tarlzed Zone. at Vietcong strong~olds near from North Korea captors. 

. . . . the seven-mile-wide belt The newspaper, Kyunghyang 
The optimism is guarded - Heavy fightmg raged mto round Saigon used by the Shirunun, said negotiations be-

indeed, no one in the Admini,- t:be. night as North Vietnamese Communists to· launch rocket tween American and North Ko-
tration will go Myond the survivors ;lefended deep bunk-, attacks on the capital. rean generals on the release of 
words ''bits and str;iws" which ers h, a village due east of I Vietnamese forces in Saigon the vessel's crew were at "A 
Ddense Secretary Clark M Quangtri and· 10 _miles south were on lull alert. breakthru stage." 

of the DMZ. I The heightened alert was at- sh 
Clifford used at a press confer- Ameriean losses. in the ranks f tributed in· part to information The 

st
ate department's Wa • 

ence on June 20 in referring to of the ist Cavalry Division obtained from two high-rank- ington reaction denied tbat any 
progress. (Airmobile) were described asllng Vietcong officers c~ptured agreement was near. United 

Two reasons are assbned for , , 'th' th t f d On States officials said there bad ~ "v.~rY _light." ;w1 m e pas ew ays. e 
Hanoi's caution about increas.l Vi&tegng guerrillas threw captive, a lieutenant colonel been no breaktbru and de. 
ing its force level in the South satchel charge 8 into the: or colonel in the enemy com- plored what was described as 
during the talks. houses of. a sleeping coastal mand's .capital military dis- fal!e reports which raise false 

Fir,t, and foremoSl, is the village .Fri<;Iay night, killing;trict, gave the South Vietnam- hopes among relatives ol the 
fear of Korth Vietnam that any 45 civilians and wounding 80 ese "important" tacical infor- captured Pueblo crew. 
precipitate boost would quickly to 100, the U.S. Command re• mation about the planned new Spokesmen Won't Comment 
bring about a lull resumption of ported. offensive, sources said. 
the bombing which President American spokesmen said Although 12,500 enemy . A spokesman at United Staues 
Johnson partially suspended on more .. than 85 per cent of the troops are believed to be hid- 8th army headquarters in Seoul 
March 31. village of Songtra, 345 miles ing in the jungled, marshy ter- said "it is not our release" 

lir. Johnson is under consid- h · when aslted about tlie news-nort east of Saigon, was de- rain around Saigon, South Vi• 
erable pressure to lift the ban strayed in one of the costliest etnamese sources reported paper"report. 
because of the continuing North enemy terror raids in recent only small;scale enemy move- Kyunghyang Shilllllun attri• 
Vietnamese terror attacks on k t b ti buted i~ lrontpage story to wee s. , men s-presuma ly seou Doi , ,_, ed . 
Saigon and other cities. Indeed, U.S. infantrymen, me a 0 _ parties-Friday night. ',....onn American military 
at one point within the past two while, battled an estimated ·Intelligence sources said, iOUfCes in Korea." It said United 
weeks, it appeared here that a 15o-man enemy force .14 miles however, that enerny lnfiltra- States authorities in Korea 
resumption was imminent. southwest of Saigon early Slit- tlon into ·the capital military "have secretly worked out a 
BEMEF IN SINCERITY urday in the campaign to district had been stepped up plan to prepart for the return 

Second. the belief is now fair- b 1 o ck infiltrators believed within the past two days. af the Pueblo crew." 
ly una · 'th' th J h readYing ,a new attack on tlie.. U.S. ·• ttn·cultu- Secre•·ry North Korean gunboats seiled n1mous WI m e O n- <>,; ·~ ... the Pueblo on Jan. 28. ""'e com·-
son Administration that the capital. First reports said the Orville Freeman will arrive •

0 

North Vietnamese are sincerely Americans killed 24 Vietcong'Tuesday for a five-day tour of munists said the vessel was in 
seeking a resolution ol the war in the fighting that b~gan Fri- South Vietnam which will oon- North Korean waters on a spy 
at the Paris talks. day afternoon. ! centrate on the Mekolli River mission. North Korean sailors 

Thus any military action that In Saigon, authorities Fri-: Delta, the U.S. EtDbassy an- boarded the Pueblo and took it 
could cause the U. s. to resume day ordered rocke_t-raid siren lnounced Friday. Freeman was to the Port of Woosan, 
bombing also risks breaking the drills for morning and evening last here two ·years aao. U,S, 16111es J>ellial 
negotiations. Further, the North '------------------------4 The United States denied the 
Vietnamese fear that Mr. John- Pueblo was in North Korean 
son would not be subject to any 1967 Ho Chi l\linh was content of South Vietnamese citi<ls. waters when it wa, seized, but 
military limitations if he de- to w~ge a waT 01 attrition, with This offensive was launched ths state department and the 
cided an all-out resumption o[ his guerilla .units not risking during the Tet holiday period, Pentagon have left open the 
the war. · direct, confrontations with u. s. and the Jonnson Administration possibility the ship might have 

Reading Ho Chi Minh's mind units if it meant heavy losses. remains convinced it was a strayed from international 
[rom a distanc.e <if 14,00-0 miles, The inc,easing political via- failur<, - despit'e the immediate water& d!lring 118 million. 
rend with the assistance of cap- bility of Sou\h Vietnam, howev- psychological impact upon 'The Seoul newspaper N!)Ol't 
ure documents and prisoner er, began to worry Ho in Sep- American and world opinion. today came two daya after the 

interrogations, is an admittedly tember. The South Vietnamese By mid-March, according to latest talks on the Pueblo inci• 
risky business. elected a President and • con- this reconstruction, Ho Chi dent between American and 
MID-MARCH DATE stiluent Assem,bly, and _threshed Minh reached the s.ame conclu- · North Korean generall at Pan-

But -Ho's change ol heart on out a Constitution. These de- si.on ,as had Washington. The manjom, Eighteen such meet• 
the conduct- of the war is now vek,pments cast <loobt on ,Ho's U. S. thinks be look"l! at the iJCs have been beld lince Feb. 2. 
daled · here to around mid old policy, war, a!Kl saw it this way: Tbe newspapi!r nid lb in-
March - which, ironically, is1 DECIDED ON ATTACK Ho had hoped North Vi<!\· formtnts beliff9d North :Korea 
about _the same time that Pres-, nam would. bee<>me • major in- bu txhsnsted any pl'llpaguda 
ident Johnson decided to opt for So in the late fall, U. S. Intel- dustrial power in Southeast they hoped to ~ from the 
a new strategy. · 

1 
ligence has now esta•blished the Asia. Yet the war was destroy- seJture ol. the Pueblo 111d that 

The "reconstrudion" of the Nortll Vietnamese leadership Ing his cement and power the, United Stama II hepiaa to 
war \hlll c11_l!J)_ill~1es in thi~ con- held a lengthy conference in plants, and his lndustrbl instal- setlJe the matter before the 
clusion goes J<OU&hly as follows: Hanoi, and decid'.ed upon an all- lations. Presidential eJectlons. 

Through th~. la(!'.., summer of out assault on a selected group 
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· Gen.e:ral'1s· TaclEnds H<Js:tilzty 
CLARK 'AIR 'FORCE BASE .the ~main ,gale :to protest the ~em otf;-one.dayb:.andk ,iehll th~md 

. ·. , • -.. ,ey:.can t come· ac , e sa1 . 
::P. ,I., June ·.29 IUPII-Wh~n •Lt. .firing of more.than.35o Filipino "But·we·bave to acceptcreality 
-.Gen. BenJamm ·O. Davis ,Jr. :hOU5e boys -and ,mess attend- ·and after all this is their 
,.came to ·the Philippines a year :a:nts -who had · Jost their jobs countty.,, ' 
,a_go,to command:.the 55,000·men .because.of a cbangein financial .Now, .the .air cforce ,,seeks to 

, ,.of :the .13th tUnited States ·:air procedures. Ii~ with -the :,squatters, :gently 

. CHICAGO TRIBUNE 
30.June 1968 P22D 

LL r&fN. fflJ.WEI 
:JS 1~1IM6D NEI 
.'.§lltliMY.HEAD :furu:: he found:that unpleasant "I .attacked -.the· Philippme- ·trying 1to J)revent ,further en-

7elatrons .ex 1 s t-e d between ·'American ·relations proolem croaclunent, .particulatly,on the 
.'American .ser.viee men and because T am •fully ·'convinced base's J·un"le;survivahchool. ·BY MJ(lHAEL McGUIRE 

, th c·u 't d Stat ·1·t 'to .[Re~/nf@d fram reste,i:1ay1
:i; lat, etlltions] 

• :Eilipinos. a me · eS'lm t ·a!'y,men <AmajorJprooiem,confronting _.Lt. Gen. •John w. Bowen 57 
'Pfiilippine :labor .leaders and arffmuch:more,-effective.if-they ;Davis -.durir\g ,ilis '.first months 'lias been named commandant 

,politicians ,were upset because have .happy .relations with the was :the.nanssment Americans 
h t t "D · 'd o,f the 5th .army, with headquar-'F'iljpinos ,received lower pay os ·.coun ry, av1s sa1 , ..were·.undergoing at.-Mactan air 

:than.Americans doing the.same The .task was .a i;izable one. field, . .a ·base shared by the ter-s at fort Sheridan, Secre-
·job:for the:air force. Clark :air base :e11WI.Qys ,.31;000 .J>hlljppine:•and.United-States air t?rY of Defense CI ark M . 

. ;American -service J11en were .Filipinos and Js '.the biggest 'forces. It .is· located :400 .miles Clifford announced 'Friday. 
Jieing · mQgged and .cheated single ·business .in Pampanga ..wuth .of M;mila. Bowen will replace Lt. Gen, 
:regularly in Angeles ·City 'just province, a :farming .region 'Daily i-n c id e,n:ts·.were re- ,John H. Michaelis, 55, who wiJI 
_outside ,th~ ,main· ·gate ':Of _:.the .noted far its 1'esutgent :-Huk ;ported, most of :them invol~ing become deputy .commanding 
•.base, _B?-~iles·north,of:~~nila. ,communist:movement. _prolonged ~earches of 1:l~!ed ,,genera 1 .of .the Continental 

iPh1lmpures·\\re·Susp1crons Clark.is the:Jargest.American ·Stales c-Ser,uee-men -~y.,F.1bpmo , =Ar nd E 
'The ·Philippine ,government air .base outside cthe ·united _guards. ilu ,one .episode, the : my comma at · .ort Mon-

cllelieved :that ·.united .states States. It has a population .:of .United'States :air·force ,put up f00
• Va, Michaelis, who won 

· rofficials were -doiQ.g JitUe ,to :oo;(l()(l people. rt.is.so·vast·.that '110 ,annex .to ~the ,noncommis- · . ame as_ a reg!Dlental com-
,stop the :flow or' ;American security ·police ride.·.horses ·.and ,sioned,ciffic!ei:s':club,and.JP!illip- tmh_ antler m the early days_ of 

od f ·the · Tta t ;pine·authorities:towit down - ' e .Korean war, has been oth 
;go..1.s rom_,t ·t·hem1_1Pliryil .. P?S motorbikes.and.use:helicopter-s , "A •sing·le day 'didn't ·:p·ass, •army-.. commander since April, 
:ex~uanges mo· : - 1ppme to patrol -.the 26 .miles ·of .. , . · ,, ; : ' , . -a966. 
<black m3:ket. . perimetedence :that .sUrtOunds •without ,trouble, .Da~is said, · 1.Bowen, a former commander 

'Into .this environment .came th · b 'The .general ,got .his .staff f h . . . . . 
:Gen. Davis. the highest-ranking e miµn· a,se,al'l!a. :together .with 'Plillippine air o t e 82d airborne d1v1s1on_, is 
'Negro in · the United _ States · For example, ·the •general force -lead,irs and asked them , now chief of staff of the Umted 

.
1
, d h dm't said, 'Pliilippine squatters 'have to map out an agreement States European command, 

' ·JDl 1tary, an - e now a 1 s- occupied part ·of the base's · . • · · · 
' 'be was "alarmed ·at •some of outlying regions.'for•.the,last 10 ·covenJ!g.a,U,relationsh1ps. The Durmg World War II, Bowen 

the,tbings'.I:heard." ,agr~e~ .came into .effect sme~ . a_s ~ommander of the 
,Davis,ffi5,--willmot:.talk.about •y,ears. -~rlier_:tb!r.:y,ear.and put.an end 1st d1v1~1?n s 26th _mfantry m 

'it. :But follow :officers :-say he "Some.,say <you ·-ibotild ,push ·toJheanczc!Bnts. .the ,Tumsrnn and S1c11lan _cam-
. received .the silent .treatment paigns, :He was deputy_ chief of 
. ,during "his llour ·years .in the. PHILADELPHIA .INQUIRER '30 J11l!le .l:968 ·p3 ~taff of the 8th army m Korea 

United:States'Military,academy> 'T: · 3J1 f N', 'G' · ·m .1953 and 19541 and_. com-
· .. at·-west· .. ·R.•;ftt, · I ·r- ,P,e· •s ,:fl '· ,B--..JJ';e- -; .. f(}/c:_1 .manded the 82d m 1906 and ~ w.u t .'; ' ~' 

1U' ~' "'U. ;, :t.;]1_ lfi ,· 'L, ., ft.;!I 
'Pioneeri,:ig'Negro General ' .1957, 

l 'His tfatbet :w.as :the .first. R . . ·u h ·v II '·Born in Zamboanga, Philip-
:Negro •brigadier ·general ·['one: , !~7'. '.'~II~_--~~- ,. ·.,·t~. ,' \. I, \_.' ~.g\ ;_; !~. • ... ·v p\ne 'Islands, '·Bowen was grad-

' lStarl in the ·united States but· :\.i.lil,:lu;J.1.'.l .!11.'.l rO, W ~ J · .uateil from the United States 
_, . American :military ·forces were Military a c a d e m y at West 
: ,segregated into•black and·white LOGAN, Utah, June ·29 (AP).1.takcn into :lilie area .suffer toxic Point in 1932, He studied at 
, .units in .those •days, :including -Dr. D. A. :Osguthorpe, _Saltieffects," .hi; said, the National War college in 
i ,the:time;when .. young:Davis was .Lake City, say-s nerve.chem1cals11 O•d th "d .1 . 'bl 1948.and 1949. 

contin•'" .to linger .in .Skull Val-, .,.,u orpe .s~i 1 15 .possi e · A 'th ds d d co 
a ·cadet.;and •later ,a 'lieutenant.' "" h . mong- e awar an e . ' Jey Utah. fl e •<:Qn1;p.ounds .will become t' h th d. 

In World :war II, when .he ' t • h I ra 10ns · e wears are e is-About 6400 sheep .died .id i more, ox1c , as · t eir molecu es d 1 , h 
• .. mas a ·combat .pilot, the young , c b n th t t d tinguished service me a wit ·~ ·March at SkuU 'Valley,after·thei om ! e " 1 , . vege awn :an ·1 d l 
,Negro ·<jfficer ,,often 'founc ·him- ,army conducted .an aerial spray ·or game maitenals m .the .·s011. cluster, the SI vehr stLar _me af 

: :self assigned to ·segregated w i t h cluster, t e eg1on o 
'. ·:quarters, Jiving .apart from of n~rve -gas,at·nearby DugwayfCARRJED,BY.R,UN Merit medal, and the French 
, ,white officers. J>\,OV~g grourrct._ . .. [' :He said .the nen-e agents croix de guerre. 

Os,uthrorpe, ,a. veteT1narian,,were .carri,,d to .the ,ground ·b,· · Id' 
Fromthis-raciaLbackground, was.lured by_ the Utah Depart•!rain. "The ,.onll reason pe-0ple 'Michaelis.has been a so 1er 

i :his fellow officers say, Davis, rnent of Agriculture and .Gov,iweern't injured .is th·at .they .for 37 years. -He .was twice 
· :.brought to the Philippines .an Calvm L. Rampton as a consult-,were out of the rain," he said, wounded in combat and has 
: .understanding and sense of ·ant m the mc1dent. I Osguthorpe spoke ..to a Utah been awarded the distinguished 
: :direction which have improved LINGER .IN SOIL State Univ.ersity symposium on service cross, the nation's sec-
. "relations,between the,American · He said •Saturday the .nerv.e :chemical _,nad :bfological war. .and .highest military honor. 

,militaty:and·the.Filipinos. a~ents ''.are .stable and linger-. far.e. The .symposium ,was spo□• Michaelis, as did B O wen, 
lrransfer,to·MaclJill ing in the vegetation an·d soiiJ.'' fsor.ed by '.the :49th .annu-al ·meet• ·came up.in the .army the hard 

! 'The tall, ·slender general "Report, ·that -the Skull ·va!.'.ing of the Pacific ·division of way, enlisting as a private be-
: ;grante/Lan.interview·before,his ley area is .clear of dangerousithe .American .Association .for fore winning the chance to go 
· ctransler:in Jtily-to.MacDi!Lair compounds are false. 'Animalsjthe Adv.ancement.of·Science.- to West Point in 1932. His sub-

force base in "Florida, where .he i--------------------_;c--'-1 sequent: career took·bim to the 
will serve ,as .deputy comman- :WASHING.TON POST 29 June 1:968 Pll P.hilippines before World War 

1 .der of :the United States strike ,Hanoi-Broadcasts was a pilot who ,had par• II, and·then thru the.Normandy 
command. ~-:1- ticipated .in raids against invasion and to Holland with 

He said hdirst.heard of the 1Pilot' S Gr.a,i,utw .the airborne forces. 
troubles in the P.hilippines when ,HONG KONG,. June 28 North Vietnam · · · I re- ·. He won his first general's 
,a .group Df Filipino journalists (APl-A: man identified.as ·ceived .massive .doses of .star in the Korean ·war and 
..spoke to.him.in.Korea in 1966. a .U:S. Air 'Force colonel .penicillin and ,all 'other later ·.went back to West Point 
He was then winding up an medical treatment l ·need- as .commandant. · He also had 
assignment as chief of staff of shot dow.n and wounded ·ed. the job of liaison between the 
the United Nations command. near Hanoi last October "I wisli .the bombing Italian, Turkish, and Gr eek 
Confirmation was not long in today tba!Jked his captors ~Q11ld stop .il!ld the_ war armies. 
coming after he arrived here. for their ''.)mmane treat- could e11d so that the peo- ,~='-'-----------I 

Davis and Col, Phillip C. ment" in a North Viet- pie of Yietnam could get Lt. Alfred Alvarez of 
Rawlins, 51, a friendly, talk- namese broa\lcast. on with the job of build• .California, Lt. Charles D. 
ative man from Oklahoma, inl( •their :U..tion. ·· : · Stickhouse of Wisconsin, 

The speaker, identified -~dio ~11oi lat~r broad- :u. Col. Jeff Lindberg of 
arrived at Clark field last July. by Radio Hanoi only as cast the ·•11•mes , of five Iowa, Wesley Lewis Bum• 
A few weeks later, thousands of Col. John P. Fiynn, said: -v;s., Pi 1 o-t's It said had , ble of California and Maj. 
demonstrarors converged on "Despite the fact that I been c11ptured. Identified R~g~r· D, Anderson of 

4 were. Muwesota. 
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' '. IDITORIALS -PBILADELPHIA INi,iUIRrll 
l JULY 1968 (30 JUNi•;) 

· Added Burden on Vietnamese Refugees 
We hope the report of the ~cnatc 

Judiciarv Subcommittee on Rcru­
gees, h~aded by Sen. Echrard 'I. 
Kennedv (D .. Mass.), 11·ins the atten­
tion il deserves. not onlv in the Sen­
ate but in both United States and 
South Vietnam administrations. The 
extra "tax" being placed on Viet­
namese. refugees by inexcusable c·or• 
ruption and outright stealing could 
easilv be the last straw that loses 
the ,;·ar for the Allied fo,•ces. 

~the subcommittee abo round that 
in the refugee camps there are per· 
petual shortages of food. school 
and sanitation facilities and any 
kind of useful work. 

The subcommittee said flatlv that 
refugees have receircd le,; than 
half the $100 million .in reliel sup­
plies this country has contributed 
tand a paltry c·ontribution it has 
been. too. in vie11 of the need). 11 
also stated that fewer than 2o per, 
cent ol those driven fmm their 
h_omes ever get tile meager S43 al• 
!owance they are supposed to get 

As if this weren't bad enough­
in addition to the pilferage that has 
long been a scandal on Saigon docks 

Those who can see beyond the 
end of their noses. and there must 
be some in that cakgory in Vietnam 
as 11·e11 as Washington, must be 
a ware that this kind of neglect and 
privation is doing the Communists' 
work for them. Whal kind of loyalty 
or help can or ,hould be expected 
from persons driven into such a 
situation·.• 

Senator Kennedy's group urges a 
spedal Presidential mvestigatory 
team under President Thieu's per­
ional control, and it might help. But 
it must seem lo the layman thal 
enough is known right now to clamp 
down hard on this heartless victimi­
zation of people already victimized 
bv the circumstances of war. And 
,;e should put on the pressure. 

CHICAGO DAILY NE:WS 
28 JUNE 1968 (30) 

Ren1e1nber Khe Sanh? 
"Hold Kl1e Sanh at all costs." the 

)llarines were told, and they did. Thre~ 
hundred died. and another 2,000 were 
\\'Ounded, but they held Khe Sanh for 
17 days-in the face uf overwhelming 
enemy forces: under hour - by - hour 
threat of annihilation; under incessant. 
punishing artillery fire- until they 
were finally relieved 

lustory books, to take its place among 
other spits of land and hills with num­
bers for names, and island specks 
known only for their cost in blood. 

lwo J ima was one of these. It was 
a nothing of a far Pacific island, home 
for a few hundred Japanese fishermen 
and sulphur miners and sugar work­
ers, Suddenly in 1945 it became im­
portant enough. that 5,000 young Amer­

ru:w YORK 'l'IMJ::3 
30 JUN,: 1;;16o 

Priorities After Vietnam 
Efforts to achieve peace in Vietnam are barely off 

the ground, bnt it is not too soon for Americans to 
make a clear commitment to a reordering of natinn;J) 
priorities as soon as that costly and futile war can be 
honorably liquidated. 

That a commitment to transfer hillioas released 
from Vietnam to urgent domestic needs has not yet ' 
been made-and, indeed, is very much in doubt­
was made clear this week by Under Secretary of the 
T1•-asury Joseph W. Barr. Mr, Barr, who ooght to be 
in a position to know, says there will be litUe oppor­
tunity for cutting the military or diplomatic budget 
after the Vietnam war ii the Pentagon and the State 
Department hold to their current goals. 

This disturbing prophecy is reinforced by Defense 
Department pressures for substantial fresh spending, 
including a costly new antiballistic missile system, 
and by the continuing disposition of Congress to pro• 
tect military items in the budget at the expense of 
social and economic development programs, both 
domestic and foreign. 

After the agonizing experiences of recent years in 
Southeast Asia and in the ghettos of America's cities, 
it is hard to believe that responsible national leader.,; 
have not at least begun to discern the dangers in over­
commitment abroad and undercnmmitmcnL at h11me. 

The new national mood is rdlected i!'l V1ee Pre::,i­
dent Humphrey's rei.:ent declaration: ··t think it would 
be a very wise thing that as, when and if \Ve see thnt 
we can reduce our commitments in Vietnam, which 
are costly, that we ask. that tnc Congress and the 
American people pledge those resources to the great 
social needs at home:· 

No one expects the estimated $28 billion in annual 
Vietnam spending to disappear overnight, even if a 
settlement should be reached fairly soon. Few would 
dispute the need for a strong American defense pos­
ture in a world that will continue to pose many perils. 

But there is a growing recognition that American 
security interests are not best served when scarce 
resources are wasted on extravagant military ad\·en• 
tures at the expense of fundamental domestic require­
ments. Neither overseas wars nor domestic missile 
defenses can save American cities that are ratting 
from within or an American society that is tom by 
internal strife. Now Khe Sanh 1s abandoned a, a 

"new concept of mobile warfare'' goes 
into effect-a concept tliat does not 
require an outpost at that precise 
point in the northwest corner of South 
Vietnam. And the parents of 300 dead 
Marines and 2,000 other Marines who 
stopped bullets or were torn by shell 
fragments in tliose 77 interminable 
days may well ask: Why'! 

icans' lives were deemed a fair price~-----------------­

There is no adequate answer: then· 
never 1s. The uloglc'' of war requires 
its premises to be taken on faith, and 
1he premises dissolve '" tlw action 
,urges to and fru 

Khe Sanh will 110v. n11JvL• 11n(1 th1:· 

for its possession, and the transaction 
was made. On Wednesday of this 
week, in an amiable ceremony be­
tween two friendly nations, the island 
was handed back to its former owner. 

The sacrifices at Khe Sanh and Iwo 
Jima cannot be called futile without 
calling civilization itself a lost cause. 
Each life was spent in the hope tha• 
it would form a pan of a bridge thar 
mankind would cross ,mo an era of 
peace and brotherhood. As long as the 
hope remains. rlw sacrifices retain 
validity. 

NEW YORK TIMES 
29 JUNE 1968 

Supersaving 
One of the few wise economies Congress has made 

up to now was the vote of the House Apprnpnations 
Committee to withhold new funds for development of 
a supersonic airliner. It was the easy way to sa\·e: 
The funds weren't needed this year anyway because 
of design delays, 

WASHINGTON STAB 
29 JUNE 1968 

Even without such holdbacks, the superplanc proj­
ect is a splendid candidate for defem1cnt. There are 
more urgent national needs, including down-t<J-earth 
transportation for choked metropolitan areas. And no 
one is yet sure that it will ever be practical to flv the 
new plane at superspeeds because of the shatt~nng 
effects of its sonic boom on people and property below. 

Khe Sanh Abandoned 
Khe Sanh's abandonment may come 

as a shock to many people, Indeed, In 
some. quarters It Is viewed as a slgnltl­
cant propaganda setback for our coun­
try, But this judgment seems shallow; 
the explanation offered by the United 
States Command makes much more 
sense to us. 

Military pragmatism, not propagan­
da conslderatlons, Is what counts most in 
a matter of this sort. The controlling 
ract Is that changes In the nature of the 
Vietnam war - Including changes In the 
enemy's tactics - have rendered the 
continued operation of Khe Banh unnec­
t,,..ary_ Now, Instead of remaining there 
111 a static position, American and allied 

forces will use their superior firepower 
and mobility to counter Nortn Vietnam's 
capability to launch "several sizable at­
tacks co11current1y" In the five provinces 
·ma.ung up the I Corps area. These forces 
will also be able to take over the b1111e'f 
roll! as a monitor ot the Communist In• 
filtration routes. 

It may be, as critics have argued, 
that the mllltary made a mistake In 
moving Into Kite sanh, Once tllere, how­
e'ler, thP 6,000 U, S. Marine and.South 
Vietnamese defenders performed ma1• 
nlflcently. And their commanders-de• 
spite the Cassandras crying that _the 
troops were "trapped'-' and the base 
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doomed to be another Dlenblenphu -
remained supremely confident. Possibly 
Just possibly, the surrounding enemy, 
numbering up to 20,000, could take the 
place against our awesome firepower, 
but only It Ile were prepared to suffer 
prohibitive casualties. Hanoi apparently 
came to agree with this view after 77 
days of siege operations that ended In 
April. The Dienbienphu bogey has not 
been heard of since, 

To be sure, Khe Sanh wm be a sub­
ject of controversy tor a long time, but 
tilts much about It ill indisputable: It h1111 
won a large place In the history o! the 
Vietnam war as an Inspiring example of 
Amertcan and allied vll/lor. One day, In 
r.-:t, the victory over the siege there maj 
be judged a decisive turning point that 
finally convinced the enemy he could 
not win. 



CHICAGO TRIBUWE 
l JULY 1968 (30 JUME) 
ACADEMIC BUGLERS 
SOUNDING RETREAT 

The University of Chicago recently held 
a conference on "Viet Nam; Lessons and 
Mislessons.'' 

A reporter who had examined the list of 
some 30 participants and read some of the 
i.papersn asked a spokesman for the con­
ference whether there would be any 
representation for the official United States 
position on Viet Nam or any intimation 
that there is another view of the war 
besides Hanoi's. The spokesman seemed 
hurt by the question. Yes, he said, there 
would be rebuttals by several participants. 

Despite this pretense of objectivity, the 
conference was loaded with notorious Viet 
Nam defeatists, anti-anti-communists1 and 
sellers of birthright.s, mainly from Har­
vard and other universities, but with a 
sprinkling o( journalists. 

Stanley Hoffman, professor of govern­
ment at Harvard, ascribed tbe guerrilla 
war in South Viet Nam to the policies of 
the late President Ngo Dinh Diem and 
said it bore little resemblance to invasion 
from the north. He completely ignored 
the fact that as early as June, 1962, the 
legal committee of the International Con­
trol commission reported that "armed and 
unarmed personnel, arms, munitions, and 
other supplies" had been sent from the 
north with the object of carrying out 
'"armed attacks" against the government 
and forces of South Viel Nam. 

Altha conceding that the commllnlst 
Viet Cong "constitutes only a minority" in 
South Viet Nam, Prof. Hoffman called it 
'"the only national movement that cuts 
acl'oss religious and social lines." He 
regretted that by pressing for military 
victory in Viet Na.m "we left m1rselves 
no room for maneuver or for the sort of 
retreat that does not look like an admis­
sion of failure." 

Samuel P. Huntington, also of Harvard, 
described Ho Chi Minh's government as 
"probably the most stable" one in south­
east Asia. He attributed this to "the fact 
that in the north the organization of the 
Communist party reaches out into tbe 
rural areas and provides a channel of 
communication of rural grievances to the 
center and for the control of the country­
side by the government," Contrast this 
id,llic vision with what Gen. Vo Nguyen 
Giap said [Nhan Dan, Oct. 31, 1953J: 11We 
... executed too many honest people .••. 
Terror became far too widespread. . • . 
Worse still, torture came lo be regarded •• 
a normal practice during party organlza­
tion." 

Still another Harvard prodigy, Adam 
Yarmolinsky, said "the first major ob­
stacle to negotiations in Viet Nam was 
the strategic bombing of North Vietnamese 
territory." Yarmolinsky was a chief lieu­
tenant of Defense Secretary Robert S. 
McNamara when [according to Gen. Curtis 
E. Le:May] we "permitted our general war 
capability to rust,, 

Prof. Roger Hilsman of Columbia was 
another participant in the conference, As 
assistant secretary of state for far eastern 
affairs in the Kennedy administration, 
Hilsman was tbe principal author of a 
<lirective to Ambassador Henry Cabot 
Lodge in Saigon, stating in effect that 
Diem must go, When the president and 
his brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu, were assas. 
sinated in a coup d'etat, the late Mar• 
guerite Higgins, a redoubtable journalist, 
roused Hitsman at 2 a. m. and said: 
"Congratulations, Roger. How does it feel 
to have blood on your hands?" 

This is a representative sample of par­
ticipants chosen for a conference on Viet 
Nam when, as its sponsors conceded, "the 
Paris peace negotiatfons11 are under way. 
It was a shabby enterprise. 
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PHILADELPH!MiULLETill 
. 28 JUJIE - (30) 

Gromyko Open~ a Door 
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gro­

m~k,;l·s announcement to the Supreme 
Soviet that Russia is ready to talk about 
limll.ing costly antiballistic missile sys­
tems opens at least a crack in a door on 
wliich the United States has been knock­
iqg, . .\Vithout prior response. 

·'Persistent efforts to get a mutual 
agreement not to engage in an ABM 
race had been met with a puzzling lack 
otinterest in Moscow, since the value 
of••such a defense system is admittedly 
dubious. 

~;.Demands that the United States build 
a11 ABM system against Russian missiles 
b~Mn almost as soon as it became evi• 
dent that the Soviets were constructing 
an"ii."BM system around Moscow and in 
the Leningrad area, Former Secretary of 
Defense McNamara fought it off as long 
as]ie could, but finally agreed to a so­
called light defense system aimed at pro­
tection against a possible threat from 
China in the 1970s. 

~But this Sentinel system, to cost over 
$5: JJnlion, was openly acknowledged 
to· be but the start of a $40-billion net­
-v"ork defense against Russian missiles. 

Mr. Gromyko's offer came just two 
days after the Senate overwhelmingly 
voted to spend $227 million to get the 
Sentinel system started, This may or may 
not have influenced the Kremlin, but 
Senator Jackson, who was in charge of 
the bill, argued that rather than adding 
fuel to the a1ms race, the Sentinel system 
would give the United States a powerful 
bargaining tool. • 

Clearly enough, in spite of budgetary 
cutbacks, the Senate showed itself pre­
pared to go ahead with ABM systems. 

That Mr. Gromyko made the offer as 
part of a broader limitation and eventual 
reduction of nuclear weapons, both. of­
fensive and defensive, as envisaged in 
the U. S-Soviet-British treaty to prevent 
the spread of nuclear weapons, should 
not detract from its importance. Agree• 
ment to stop an ABM race before it gets 
fully underway ought to be relatively 
easy and thus a good starting point for 
the much more complicated questions of 
limitation and especially reduction. 

As President Johnson said in his 
speech to the UN General Assembly 
w.hen it endorsed the non-proliferation 
treaty, there is no time to lose. 

WASHIIIGTON · NEWS 
28 JUNE 1968 ( 30) 

Russia 'Is Prepared'-
AN Y diplomat worthy oj his striped 
trousers would greet with "cautious op­
timism'' any hopeful yet murky l!)terna• 
tional development. And that strikes us 
as exactly the right phrase in respon~ 
to Soviet Foreign M i n i s t e r Andrei 
Gromyko's statement yesterday that 
the Soviet government "is prepared" lo 
discuss mutual limits on nuclear mis• 
siles, including anti-missile missiles. 

Of course, the Soviets have said this 
before. In February, 1967, in comment• 
ing on President Johnson's plea for such 
an agreement, Pravda newspaper said 
the Kremlin "is ready" to discuss the 
problem. Yet nothing more happened, 
at least publicly. 

What is new, and h o p e f u I , about 
Gromyko's declaration is its context 
and timing. 

He said his government "is prepared 
to exchange opinions" on "the search 
for agreement on the mutual restriction 
and subsequent reduction of strategic 
delivery systems of nuclear weapons, 
offensive and d e f e n s i v .e , including 
anti-rocket weapons." In the diplomatic 
world, that is precise, t h o u g h t -o u t 
"working" language. 

Moreover, Mr. Gromkyo made his 
statement before the Supreme Soviet 
(parliament) in Moscow, a.s part of a 
formal, comprehensive report on soviet 
foreign affairs. It is the farthest any So­
viet official has gon~ on the subject. 

The Soviet "reaainess" to talk about 
a missile pare•down came just two 
weeks after the United Nations passed a 
treaty barring the further nrolifer11tion 

of nuclear weapons. The treaty, drafted 
by W a&hington and Moscow, obliges nu• 
clear powers to negotiate "in good 
faith" and "at any early date" a halt to 
the arms race. 
, Mr. Gromyko's announcement also 

comes in the same week the U, S, Sen• 
ate voted a multi-million dollar authori­
zation to start the •entagon deploying a 
"light" S e n t i n e J ABM system. That 
news must have been read with interest 
inside the Kremlin. 

Whether one concludes sweetly, "See, 
the Russians want peace," or argues 
sourly "Something must be going wrong 
with the ABMs they are putting in 
around Moscow," the point is this may 
be a fresh opportunity to strike a bar· 
gain. The logic of nuclear armaments is 
that the more m i s s i 1 e s Russia and 
America have the less security. The ul­
tilnate security in the nuclear age will 
come thru the reduction or elimination 
of nuclear weapons - but it has to be 
done on a mutual basis. 

America and Russia are the key na­
tions involved, but Britain, France -
and China - are nuclear nations too. 
Properly, UN Secretary General Thant 
has invited Peking to the UN-sponsored 
nuclear conference at Geneva from 
Aug. 29-Sepl. 28. Our ABM system is 
dubbed by the Pentagon as an "anti• 
Chinese" defense, so by definition talk­
ing with Moscow is not enough. Sooner 
or later China has to be brought into 
nuclear disannament agreements, if 
they axe to have full meaning. The soon­
er the better. 

RATIONAL OBSERVER l JULY 1968 ( 30 JURE) 
Albuquerque: Junior-Sized Jets 

To test some new tracking telescopes, 
scientists at the Sandia Corp. are using· 
model airplanes instead of real Air Force 
jets. The seven-pound models are con­
trolled oy radio equipment on the ground 
and can perform any maneuver that a 
. full-sii:ed plane can make. Only four feet 
long, the models duplicate the optical 
Images of real jets simply by flying close 
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to the telescopes. m contrast to Air Force 
planes that take a lot of space and time 
In taking off, turning around and land• 
Ing, the model planes can provide 18 
test runs an hOur. They are also easily 
painted different colors to test varied 
visual condittons. A final economy note: 
The little planes operate on thimblefuls 
ot alcohol, castor on, and nitromethane . 
fuels. 



ffi YORK TDIIS 
29 JUJE 1968 

Missile System Backed 
To'the Editor: 

~ .There are 1everal points mad• 
; In.hi• June 23 letter ("Missile 

system Termed Wasteful") by 
•'Jerome. Wieser with which I 

agree. For example, the ration-
. ale adVPilced by former Secre­

tary McNamara and his spokes­
men in ,upport of the Sentinel 
deployment decision last fall 

. seemed conspicuously defectiv~ 
on ,everal grounds, And I agree 
with Dr. Wiesner that Secre­
tary McNamara's previous posi­
tion of seeking joint Soviet­
United States abstention from 
missile defenses made the de­
clared anti-Chinese orientation 
of the Sentinel program some­
thing or a lapse in logic. 

But I do not agree with much 
of llr. Wiesner's apparent posi­
tion concerning possibilities ol 
defending against Soviet missile 
attack.!. For example, he speaks 
of ",,, the generally admitted 
virtual impossibility of ever 
achieving a really effective anti-

E
isslle defense against the Rus• 
ans." If "really effective" 
eans that all but a very few 

i
oviet missiles could reliably be 
xciuded, it would indeed be 
ridely judged impossible to 

achieve. But it is by no mean1 
"llenerally admitted" that it is 
in,possible to achieve a defense 
tha\ might well save the lives 
of some tens o! millions in a 

NU. A great many ··americans, 
myseil included, would certainly 
be willing to describe such a 
defense as "effective." 

Dr. Wiesner said that 145enti­
nel itself is already technically 
obsolete." It is true of any 
technical system that a deploy• 
ment will be based on a tech­
nolo~y that will not be as ad­
vanced as that available im­
mediately after the design is 
set; Dr. Wiesner might equally 
have said that our most ad­
vanced offensive weapons now 
being procured, Poseidon and 
Minuteman III, a~e ualready 
technically obsolete." The ques­
tion is one of degree. 

Until quite recent years, I 
was myself skeptical of missile 
defenses. But the dramatic ad­
vance in defense effectiveness 
that has • taken place has 
changed the nature of the prob­
lem completely. For example, it 
appears that one could do a 
great deal with a defense sys­
tem much less expensive than 
the astronomical estimates 
mentioned in your June 23 
editorial "Postponing Sentinel" 
-indeed, one much less expen­
pensive than our present sys­
tem of air defense. 

It ls reasonable to take pre­
cautions concerning arms races, 
But the obvious way of recon­
ciling the diverse Soviet and 
United State, requirements o! 
the present era for otrategic 
forces is to seek a celling on 
offensive forces, not on de­
fenses. I cannot understand· 
why the Administration is not 
pursuing this possibility. Still 
les, can I understand why Dr. 
Wiesner is hot. · 
' ' D. G. BRENNAN 

Hudson Institute 
Croton-on-Hudson, N. Y. 

·June 25. 1968 

CJl'l!ISTIAI SCIJilllCB MOIITOR 
1 JULY 1968 ( 30 JUD) 

Bonn to buy 135 U.S. copier, 
By the AIBoclated P•ess 

Bonn 

The West' German parliamentary defen1e 
committee bu given a go,~head for pur• 
chaae from the United States of 135 Sikor• 
•kY CH-53A helicopters valued at '350 mil• 
Jjon for use by the Army Air branch. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• NEW YORK P, 
29 JUBE 19 

'Defense' and Disarmament 
II is too early, despite the heartening 

Soviet response to Wallhington's long­
i,,tanding proposals for a mutual cutback 
In ballistic missile defense, to suggest that 
IW1e two thermonuclear adversaries have° 
ectually begun comprehensive planning 
for peace. But bhey do seem ready now to 
limit planning for war: in the grim cir• 
eumstances, that is an appreciable achieve­
ment. 

The Johnson Adininislration has been 
waiting nearly a year and a half for the 
Soviet reply on missile defense and Wash• 
lngton has reacted swi.ftly. It is prepared 
to open talks almost immediately; if Mos­
cow is in earnest, profitable progress 
could be made in a matter of months. 

By ironic coincidence, the· Soviets' 
expression of interest in an ""whange of 

opinion" came only three days ·after the 
U. S. Senate overrode liber_a~• objections 
to start on deployment of a missile defense 
system • 

That form of missilemanla, shared by 
defense contractors and the fantasists of 
thermonuclear war who theorize about 1 
Armageddon in the abstract, presents a 
cohi:lnuing challenge to sane statesmen in 
bol'h Washington and Moscow. They have 
negotiated a test-ban treaty. They have, 
mnst ·recently, worked persistently side by 
siM on the new agreement to limit the 
spread of atomic armaments in the world. 
Trey will have the grateful support of 
most of mankind in their efforts to reduce 
both the conflicts and the costs which mis­
sile d<:>fense inevitablv entails. 

WASHDIGTOI STAR 
28 JURE 19~ ( 30) 

Russian. Overture 
Yesterday only sn"atches of the text 

were available. But they were enough. 
President Johnson "welcomed" tile Rus­
sian offer to open talks on mutual cut­
backs or ottenslve and defensive mis· 
slles. The State · Department found It 
"vastly encouraging." So do we. 

It Is the first unhedged public re­
sponse to the .President's seventeen­
month campaJ(n to bring the Soviet 
Union to the conference table. It came 
as part of a ninety-minute survey of 
foreign policy to 1,500 Supreme Soviet 
delegates. The language reads lll(e a· 
lawyer's brief. Granted that arrange­
ments have yet to be worked out, and 
that talks with the Russians often have 
floundered. Foreign Minlste;· Gromyko's 
statement has the ring of the real thing. 

Whatever the outcome, however, 
there ls a valuable lesson here. This 
country should deal With the soviet 
Union from a position or strength and 
appeal to Its national interest. 

The Sentinel anti-ballistic missile 
saga appears to bear this out, When the 
Russians began ringing Moscow with a. 
"thin" ABM system, President Johnson 
launched appeal after appeal for arms 
control talkll-all to no avail. Then last 
till, Sentinel development was approved, 
Jn large part to give this country a 
ineans of appealing to the Russian self 
1'nt.PT'p,;:t, 

Now the Russians apparently are 
ready to talk-and a significant, though 
indeterminate part of their· reason 
would appear to be our decision to go 
ahead with Sentinel. This should be 
carefully noted by tho.se doves atnong us 
who have contended that approval of 
Sentinel would push the Soviet 'Onion 
the next step up the escalation ladder. It 
a1so· suggests a second look at the thesis 
that arms control talks cannot begin 
until the Vietnam war Is over. 

Make no mistake about it, the soviet 
Union will act In I-ts own Interest on 
matters of national security-Vietnam 
War or no Vietnam War. The Russians, 
too, are bothered by the Increasing costs 
of new weapons systems. They, too, 
would like to reduce the danger and ter­
ror level. They, too, recognize the ab­
surdity of building a "thick" missile 
system. 

The al!mlnlstration should not stand 
on ceremony but tnstead seek a place, a 
time, and an agendg, sentinel develop­
ment sbould proceed on schedule so as 
not to deprive the United States of an 
important chip at the conference table. 
And, if this point Is reached, the broad• 
est area of mutuav-accomodatlon 
should . be sought. The Russians, tao, 
have tramc jams, air pollution, and poor 
people-and they, too, want to do some­
thing about it.' 

PllILADELPHIA IIQUIRBR 1 JULY 1968 (30 JUD) 

Better Maps for the Undersea Fleet 
The critical importance of push­

ing the work of undersea explor­
ation and research is underscored 
again by testimony before a naval 
court of inquiry that the submarine 
Scorpion may have been lost be­
cause it was operating in an inac­
i:urately charted area of mountain­
ous ocean bottom. 

The submarine service has re­
.quested new, accurate mapping of 
the Allantic undersea mountains 
for more than two years without gel• 

• ting action. Some undersea moun• 
·wns reach to within less than 100 
feet of the surface while U. S. sub­
'marines cruise as deep as 1000 feet 
and must soon be designed to go 
much deeper if they are to match 
,Soviet underwater vessels reported 
already to be cruising at 2000 feet. 

It is as important for the United 
States to map the ocean floors with 
Jinpoint accuracy as it is to have 
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accurate maps of the surface and 
shallow coastal waters. The needs 
of the U. S. undersea fleet are as 
critical as those of the surface fleet 
-more so, in this instance, because 
of the inadequacy of existing charts 
which were pieced together over 
the years from · random sources, 
with surface shipping in mind or at 
the most the shallow-diving sub­
marines of pre-nuclear limes. 

The powerful undersea vessels 
now at sea represent a new kind of 
Navy, operating in a new h<fstile 
environment. 

They need a whole new support 
system tailored lo deal with prob­
lems the surface ships have never 
had to face. The Navy should give 
greater weight to the voices of its 
undersea officers. Congress should 
make certain that the undersea fleet 
is supported in proportion to 1111 
importance and special needs. 
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MJ:NNEAPOLIS"STJlli 
24 JUN~ 1968 (30) 

Our Troop Strength in Europe 
. . MORE THAN a· ·year ago, Sen. Mike Mansfield, 

D-Mont., the majority leader,· introduced a Senate reso­
lution calling on the President to bring borne a large 
portion of the 260;ooo U.S. troops in Western Europe. 

The resolution, 'although neve,· acted upon, bore 
some fruit. The United States is now returning about 
35,000 men from \1/:est Germany to this country. But 
to Mansfield, this is riot enough. The six U.S. divisions 
that will remain are too many, he believes, and he is 
again criticizing the 'administration for failing tu adjust 
to. "fundamental and far-reaching changes" in Europe. 
: : · Happily for this view, the NATO ministers now 
meeting in Iceland have in mind the same sort_ of re­
duction of forces.-

The military and political situation in Europe is 
far different than it was in 1951, when the Senate ap­
proved a substantial military contribution to the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. West Europeans are no 
longer living in fear of an imminent invasion from the 
East. Although the Communists can exert pressure, as 
they are. now doing on West Berlin, the Russians have 
for long been preoccupied with other matters-"in­
vasions" of the Mediterranean and Indian Ocean areas, 
for example. 

· There is." in addition, the stubborn U.S. balance 
·of payments deficit, which is not helped by the dram 
of dollars to maintain U.S. troops in Europe. Attempts 
have been made to hold down that drain by getting 
our allies to bear some of the U.S. costs, but these 
have been met with more bitterness than success. 
· With modern airlift technology, several more 

divisions of American troops could be brought home 
and stil( be committed to Western Europe's defense. 
In an emergecy, they could be flown into position 
alongside other NATO troops in a short time. 

WASHINGTON NEWS 
28 JUNE 1968 (30) 

Gifts, Rules and 
Protests 
UNCLE SAM has been donating In­
creasing sums to education and much or 
it bas been doled out wltll little restric-
tion. · 

But the rash of senseless and often 
riotous disturbances on college cam­
puses has aroused Congress which late­
ly bas been busy writing oome oondl­
tions into the laws which govern this 
use of taxpayer money, 

For instance, the Senate recently vot­
ed without dissent to withhold funds 
from any university which barred 
Armed Forces recruiters from the cam­
pus. The Defense Department reported 
six colleges bar Navy recruiters and 16 
have a ban on Marine recruiters. 

On most of these campuses there has 
been some type of disturbance. 

Seven of these institutions have bad 
grants from the NatiO!llll Aeronautics 
and Space Agency. The pending bill au• 
thorizes up to $10 mi!llon in such grants 
for research and student aid. 

The House has voted to cut off FedM• 
al loans to individual students or faculty 
members involved in riots,. 

TIH!re has been some squawk about 
this from professors and even Govern• 
ment officials. , 

But this money comes from aJl the 
taxpayers, i n c l u d i n g some of those 
fighting in Vietnam which bas been the 
pretext for some or the campus out­
breaks. Why should they be asked to 
subsidize students or profe.ssors who 
are more interested in "protesting" 
than in !¥.thing the jobs for which the 
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-NEW YORK TIMES 
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Gaullist Landsli4e 
For the first time in French parliamentary history, 

a single pa.rty has ,captured an absolute majority in 
the National Assembly. President de Gaulle'has accom­
plished one of the· most dramatic political reversals 
of modern times. · · 

The Gaullist landslide yesterday, which confirm~ the 
first round victory of a week before, was a vote for 
stability and order in the streets after weeks of" tur­
moil,, student revolt and worker sit-ins that bordered 
on general strike. France looked in the mirror, felt it 
saw anarchy in its face and turned away. 

Some voters undoubtedly were confused by Gau!Jist 
char,ges of Communist subversinn and that was the 
supreme irony. For the Communists, along with the 
Socialist and Catholic unions, were taken by surprise 
by the spontaneous nationwide wave of strikes, 

Trade union leaders rushed to negotiate a settle­
ment with the badly shaken Government and obtained 
extraordinary concessions. But they were immediately 
repudiated by the men oh strike, who refused to re­
turn to work, thus demonstrating that the Gaullist 
opposition leaders could -not control their troops. 

The Government undoubtedly appeared impotent, 
especially when the national referendum announced 
by General de Gaulle achieved nothing and had to be 
abandoned. But what seemed worse was the alterna­
tive. A popular front government in which the Com­
muf'..ists were the strongest element would have been 
bad enough, But there was not even the certainty that 
the Gaullist opposition could unite. The Communists 
ran against the ffioderate Left Federation in every 
election district in the first round. The Center party, 
w

0

hich <lid the same, made deals with the Gau!lists 
in the second round yesterday. 

President de Gaulle and his followers now hold 
more complete power than at any time during their 
decade in office. For the first time, they can rule 
alorte, without allies, if they wish. 

Complete power means complete responsibility, as 
Premier Pompidou recognized in his post-election 
statement, which predicted a "difficult future." The 
economic difficulties the country faces will not be 
eas:1 to resolve. Inflation, already underway, could 
wipe out the recent wage increases by winter and 
bring a renewal of major strikes, Resumption of the 
student rebellion is expected in the fall. Flight of 
capital has already reduced monetary reserves by well 
over $1 billion, and the outlook for the franc is 
per.ilous. 

Eut the upheaval in May was not set off by eco­
nor:1ic pressures. It essentially was a revolt against the 
Gaullist regime, its authoritarianism and its C<mcern 
with prestige abroad instead of problems at home. 
President de Gaulle's promise of basic reforms may 
point toward some solutions. But it is certain, in any 
event, to change the character of the regime. A turn 
inward by Gaullist France appears· unavoidable. 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 
l JULY 1968 ( 30 JUNE) 

A,,aid for Japan backed 
By the Associated Press 

Washington 

A proposed agreement under which the 
United States would provide additional 
uranium for an expansion of Japan's nu• 
clear-power program would benefit both 
nations, an Atomic Energy Commission 
official says. 

Gerald F. Tape of the AEC told Con­
gri?ss's Joint Coinmittee on Atomic Energy 
that the arrangement would assure Japan 
a :long-term supply of the nuclear fuel and 
ad:! $620 million to the U.S, export trade, 

subsidies are granted? 
)Reasonable restraints from Congress 

ar,~ quite in order; they are not likely to 
be initiated by the bureaucrats who 
hand out the money, · 
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FEATUR!S COLUiN ISTS 
\ SECOND HO 

THE WAR 

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER J) Jlme 1968 
CHI MINH TRKI1 IS PROLONGING 

By Robert S. Elegant 
. SMGON. 

THE Communist supply net­
work for South Vietnam 

has doubled in the past year 
with construction of a whole 
new trail · system in western 
Laos and an increased flow 
through Lambodia. 

As a result, Red forces of\en 
are better armed than South 
Vietnamese troops, The Com­
munists, violating a basic rule 
of guerilla warfare, no longer 
bother to pick up weapo~ left 
on lbe battlefield by their 
foes, and often ignor~ weapons 
dropped by fallen comrades. 

They don't need these aban­
do~ed weapons, for they are 
equipped by an efficient "un­
derground" supply system 
runnillll through South Viet­
nam· s · "neutral" neighbors, 
Ca,mbodia and Laos. 

Reinforcement,-more than 
100.000 men so far this year--as 
well as weapons, ammunition, 
food and fuel flow along the Ho 
Chi 1[inh Trails in Laos and the 
Sihanouk Trail in Cambodia. 

With<mt these relnfo1·ce-
11nents and supplies, the war in 
South Vietnam might ha ,·e 
ended a year ago when the 
Allies · routed the local Vi­
etcong. 

Because of these routes. the 
war is no longer a guerilla 
conflict, but a wholly new en­
·gagement best described as a 
•'semi-conventional \\·ar." 

Double Capacity 

Nor.th Vietnam's switch in 
inid-1967 from I traditional 
guerilla war to a stratea ol 
eteking major vidories 
brought into heavy use U1e 
latest major addition to the 
aupply system - Ho Chi Minh 
Trall II. 

The. old Ho Chi Minh Trail 
=oes through ~iu Gia Pass in 
the Anna·mlte mountain •range 
just below the 18th Parallel, 
then turns southward through 
the difficult terrain of eastern 
Laos ... 

The new route. Ho Chi :llinh 
Trail 11, starts· halfll'ay .be­
tween the lltb and 19th Paral­
lels llilere · Keo Neua Pae 
i;tierces ttl-1 Almall!itie rmge di­
vidlnl North Vie1.llam from 
La~, and runs lbout . 340 
milea, first westward am thea 
tOUth lo the Boliv41111 Platew, 
tht rice bowl Ill. southern 
Laos. 

Doublina the capaLity of tht: 
routes throui:h Laos, the aew 
Ho Chi Minh Trail n provides 
a road over which tome North 
\timmase replaeementa have: 
l'idde11 ill. truelll di the w.ay 

from Hanoi to Kontlin in ccn· 
traJ South Vietnam - about 
800 miitll - In 11 da·YI, 

Troops going farther south 
toward Saigon and the Mekong 
Delta use !Jhe continuatioo ill 
Cambodia M !lo Chi Minh 
Trail I a.ad II, ~ailed the 
Sil1anouk Trail. 

Flow Increases 

1loring northward on tbe 
Sihanouk Trail are many of 
the supplies wb.ich fuel the in· 
surreetion in · the southern 
pa.rt of South · Vietna,m. The 
low o! wea.pons, gasoline and 
food throu!lh Cambodia, often 
ill trucks of the royal army, 
has increased sharply durin, 
the past year. 

Ho Chi Minh Trail II, by 
being farth&r west than the 
original Ho Chi Millb Trail, is 
out of the .usual range of na­
tive patrols led by U. S. Spe­
ei1l Forces and Central Intel• 
ligence Agency officers. 

Two trails from the north, 
instead of one, mean disperse4 
targets for l;, S. bombers. In 
addiLion, the Comm~nists evi­
dently believe that air strikes 
on the new trial will be de­
terred by a population denser 
than in southeastern Laos, 
where the old Ho Chi Minh 
Trail runs. 

The North Vietnamese have 
itationed 6.'i regular combai 
battalions a-long the new trails 
in Laos, as well as almost 
that mauy service troops who 
operate and _maintain the 
routes and major fixed insta-1-
lations. 

Fine Networks 

The Boli¥ens Plateau at the 
southern end of Ho Chi Minh 
Trail II is a virtua·l "liberated 
area" rich in rice, cattle and 
other food. The area around 
the cities of Saravane and At· 
tapeau, Red-dominated until 
1982, is now wholly under 
Communist sway, although the 
cities themselves remam non• 
Communist·islands. 

The two Ho Chi Minh Trails 
are not dirFct h;paya. but 
complex, interwoven networks 
which include well­
camouflaged all-weather roads 
on some •!retches. Lateral 
east-west routes link them at 
several · points along their 
length. Not only trucks, but 
half-lrack.s and even . tauks 
move alo1111 the trails. 

The Communist training 
camps, ilolpitMs and ~ and 
recreatiOJI centers .are aener-
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ally on Laotian and Cambodi• 
an territory, wblle the major 
supply · center, are on botb 
sides of the Vietna,mese bor­
der, 

The five chief paints of en• 
try into South Vietuam from 
the Ho Chi Minh Trails are 
determined mainly by the ter­
rain. Some of the bloodiest 
battles of the war ha,ve been 
fought at these points. Tiley 
includt Kbe Sanh, the A Shau 
Valley, Oak To, aud Los Minh. 

The east-west branch routes 
from r,aos are suppleme~ted 
by complex north-south sec­
ondary roads, roughly paralle­
ling the Vietnamese border on 
either iide. The C-ommunists 
use these north-south· routes to 
transier troops from one area 
of South Vietnam to another, 
as the :IMC Division was re­
cently shifted from the Khe 
Sanh area to Koo-tum, about 200 
miles to the south, 

Cambodia's road and river 
routes handle about one-fourth 
to one-third of the Jogisticitl 
tra.flfic in\O South Vietnam. 
WeapQns and ammwu,tioa 
come in primarily through the 
port of Siha11oukvfile, Cam­
bodia. then move nor-lihward 
over the Sihanouk Trail. 

Hidden in Coal 

Prince 1\'.orodom Sihanouk of 
Cambodia has acknowledged 
that the Vietcong receive rice 
and medicine from Cambodia. 
He denies, bowe,·er, the al: 
mo8t equally ob,·ious flow of 
weapons. 

These arms enter Sihanouk­
v~ consigned to th~ royal 
Cambodian army or concealed 
in coal shipments from Hanoi. 
The arms are transported 
openly to· points near the Viet­
namese b-Order, where they all! 
transferred to : porters or to 
6ampans which ply· tlM1 web of 
canals and rivers that criss­
cross the southern part of South 
Vietnam. . 

"The big Vietcong supply 
base at Batu is just IS min­
utes from here by lrelicopter, 
just on the other side of the 
Cambodian borderi' said 
Brig. · Gen: Nguyen Xuan 
Thinn, commander of the 
Souill VietAamese 25th Divi­
sion, with headquarters .. at 
Duchoa, about 20 miles from 
the Cambodian border, 

"Even from our side, YO\I 
can see 10 \o 15 Ca.mbodlan 
army trucki unloading every 
day. The helicopter regularly 
draw, fire from Batu even 
tllough it's over Vietnam," he 
added. 

Gen. Thinn Ji,! a ciguet and 
conti.rlUed. , . · 

"Al the. VleteOilJ do 1' 1lve 
the p~ older" a 1illlllon 
pillltll'I ii ffttllltll, •• they 
can move anythin1 ...; · -
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SAM miJ,silea ii they wanted 
lo. 11 

-Key to problem 

Captured North Vielnamoe 
soldiers and loeal porters oon­
firm the intelligence on the 
supply routes provided bY air 
reconnai,sance· and elec!ronic 
senson. 

These trails in Laos and 
Cambodia have been the key 
to the prol>lem· In South Viet• 
nam since the insurgency was 
renewed in 111.,9. 

The guerillas knew' that they 
could neither · maintain an in• 
suri·ection nor raise their 
strength to the level neeessary 
to overthrow the Saigon Gov­
ernment unless they had se­
cure supply lines · from their 

_baee in North Vietnam. All 
previous guerilla insurrections 
in Southeast As:ia which 
lacked such supply lines bad 
failed. 

1'.he supply routes run 
through Laos and Camoodia 
because the Demilitarized 
Zone - 50 miles_ Ion~ and six 
miles wide . dlvidiilg North 
from South Vietnam •since the 
Geneva accords at lli54 - is 
too susceptible to observation 
and partial control to allow 
massi,·e infiltration. At the 
end of.September, 1967, Com• 
munist "main force" units 
consisted of 58,000 soldiers of 
the re-gul.,r North Vietnamese 
army and 62,000 Vietcong,· 

Today, there are 85,000 
North Vetnaniese .in ~egular 
units and 40,000 in the Vi­
etcong. About llali of the ''\'i• 
etcong" are actually· individu­
al replacements &ellt from the 
North along the trails. 

layish Wea pons 

The trails enaibled tile Com, 
muni&ts to lauacb the Tet o(. 

fensive at the end of January, 
and to reinforce and resupply 
the badly battered Vietcong 
with an entire new generation 
of Chinese and Sovlet•bloc 
. we1po:1s after Tet: ~ithoui the 
rupply lines, Tel could have 
been the en<! of the ·road for 
the Communists, 

; Communist for~es ,·now are 
lavlsllly eqlll'pf,td ,dh AIWt 

~•ufonlatle rifln, r«dlls1 r.i• 
lies, mortari, roeti!tl, ron:et 
CONmuED NEXT PAGE 
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Thieu Won
1

't PROLOJ}G!NG 'IHE WAR 
....!,.!.!__ coiITDIUED 

By Carl T. Rowan 
Daily News Columnist .· , 

SAIGON-South Vietna'~ will 
not accept an unconditional 
cease - fire H a step toward 
ending the war, President 
Nguyen Van Thieu said .Fri­
day. 

A cease-fire without specific 
safeguards would work "90 
per cent to the advantage or 
the Communist aggressors," he 
said In an exclusive interview. 
He made it clear that South 
Vietnamese officials were dis­
turbed. by Vice President Hu­
bert Humphrey's recent state­
ment that the United States 
was eager to have a cease-tire. 

In a wide-ranging interview, 
Thieu emphasized that "no one 
wants this war to end more 
than we do," but he said Viet­
nam will guard against conces­
sions that would open the door 
to a Communist takeover. 

IN ffll-S CONNECTION, the 
young chief of state said that: 

• Hanoi is stalling in Paris 
p e ace talks while trying to 
amass e n o u g h strength to 
score a major military-politi• 
cal victory ill South Vietnam. 
He said be expects a new 
Communist military onslaught 
-soon. 
·• He has raised with the 
.United States and other allies 
·the question of how long: they 
can afford· to show restraint 
while the Communists escalate 
the· war- He argues that it the 
'Communists la u n ch more 
rocket attacks on Saigon, or 
begin another military offen­
sive ·against this or other cities 
in. the South, the allies should 
consider stern retaliation, in• 
eluding possible. resumption of 

Nguyen Van Thieu 

• His government remains ad• 
amantly opposed to a coalition 
government that woukl em­
brace tile National Uberation 
Front (NLF), but he invites 
any NLF or Viet Cong member 
to cea,s4 warring ag-ainst South 
Vietnam and become 1'a · first­
class c(uzen with Juli pmi!ical 
and other rights." 

call 'flir a cea'sl!;fire as "'just 
the remark'~ iil.!a:politiciil'can­
•didate," 'but !that ',ilie 'Soiith 
Vietna111ese i~'ieYrfment roiili:I 
'not disiniss·tbem sollghtly. 

•He -sa-¥~ 1a :cease-fire is ac­
·cep'tatlle to S11Jgon 'only -if it 

brings an itnmediate Md 'fo 
hostilities, forbids the eom­
i'liiihist& rrJm Sl!izilig fliore 
territory .-;;r people :and 'pre­
vents thllni, from using the 
tease.fire -1/leriod 10 •build 'UP 
their 0mltit;ify :fotces . and 'sup­
plies ill ,SOiidi V4etnam, ' 

'tflieu inliicated 'he Views 'file 
!>arts -ttllil1. 'ts -nothing more 
than :~>Utory ·and· 'ton° 
cetlllld with -Httle 'inoi'e diim 
the coiKlilioits under Which rh"e 
Ullillld State., rn i g h t • ·com­
pletely stt\) bol'nbin'g i-Notth 
Vietnain. Ii/lien talks :begin 'oil 
poltU~I elf other ''arrange• 
menu of e'nding the war,. he 
said, South . Vietnam, · must 
play the lte:y role. 

. FOJI 'THE. Ufifti'd · Stites :10 
. try. flJ qie'tlt for SiligOh 1W&iJl11 
be to. tall Into Hanoi's, trap, 
Tbie11 BIHi,, beea11• it 'would 
give lhe Cornmuilltts iilppoft 
for their Jl~lilda. lliat 1N! 

TlfJEU PIAJS-ED the United United Stai~, hlis bl!come an 
Sta , iniperalist ~!Ollilli power -in 

· tes ror ·'complete conallita• Saigon ·and that Thieu airci tiis 
tion and co-operation" with re- · · 
gard to the Paris talb, but It colleagues · are mere "pup-

petj:" ' 
WH clear throughont the inter· 
view that he thinks die eom- E1plaillil11g hia rejection of 
munists are making suckers of a coallUon .government, Thieu 
the allles. He aald Hanoi's said •lie reits on a po111t 'stilted 
only reas.an for going to Paris many tlllli!" by the U,S. gov­
was to. · gain a respite during emiont: lllat die -NJ.F iJ the 
which it could plan I mllita,y creation· of Hanoi and tbe tool 
campaign that Hanoi hopes through wl1icb Hanoi conducts 
will itnprove its• bargaining tile Wlir, .1'1wil, he said, "We 
positio~. . cur never · consider the NLF 

, . aa Ille equal, or ,parallel, ar 

cren·ades, light, heavy and an­
tiaircaft •'macbin• guns, and 
communic,ali'ons gear. Some of ( 
the equipm~nt; captured by 'A)- 1 

·lied fore<'., bears d•t•~ ol 
-man_\ifacture in China on·ly ,wo 
or three m-0,tns earlier. 

Troop;; ,ha,;~ been moving 
down ·the !J•ails nl the rate of 
well .over 20,000 a month since 
,the begiimi!ig of April. Truck 
traific since lhe .\larch 31 
bom.bing ·restriction has ex• 
ceeded l~,000 vehicles a 
iindnth, ;despite losses of more 
than 15 pe,rcent inflicted by 
Allied air ''a'ction in Lao~. 

These ;;upply routes through 
'neighboring "neutral" countri­
es·:pre,en-t a major problem to 
·American· strategists. 

"How can the Allies possibly 
•e:,;peet -to win with their flanks 
·wide o(}en?" · asked one Euro­
pean senior officer. "It's the 
•most elem.entary rule of war­

..f~r-e:w cut the enemy's supply 
•Imes. Why aon't the Ameri­
'ci'ns do ii? 

''It is illmo~t impossible to 
·understand," he Jddtd, "bow 
• major power couil<l allow it-
11elf to bt •~ fru!U'ated and to 
endui'e enormous ltumlliation 
at ·h,bme and ~broad for w•nt 

•of ·o.ecisive action to choke off 
·the /enemy's supplies and rein­
fo_r~ements." 
. _The best available answer to 
·'hi• ·comments are . complex 
and uJt,mateJy unsatisfaj!tory ,· 
. Fear. of . further lnflaminc 
-world public opinion · and of 
·extending the war has pre­
v-en_ted the United States from 
icultiog the supply i·outes with 
rground ·action instead of 1·elv­
ing i>n partially effective air 
att~e-ks_ and hara1smerit by 

/ nativ.e irregulars in Laos. 

I
, E_.ffe_ctive action woulo be al­
most. tm~ossi~!e in Cambodia 
whe_re Prince Sihanouk play; 
a subtle ·1ame he believes is 
in Camboota's best interests, 
Sihanouk will Mt permit Amer­
lean ·action, and the border is 
j>rlictica!ly imPQSSible to seal 

wide-scale bombing or North THIEU . SAID some people tbe gover:alllfl!t lit . s o u t h 

But. major staff studi°" con: 
ducted by noth_ American and 
foreian officen conclude that 
two· divisions of Allied troops 
used . u "strategic guerillas" 
could choke off m ~s( of the 
s~p!illes and l"einforcements. 
Sine~ the Communists' enor­
mous buildup of men and iUP· 
plies has made their fixed 
installatio¥ rnlnerable to am­
bushes . llld to hil,and-111n 
raids, the troops would hot ;it. 
tempt to hold ground, but only 
to shatter the trails. 

Vietnam. 1 tried !II dismiss Hwnpluey's Viefllam." 
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Hanoi Delegaf e 
Calls Khe Sanh 
A U.S. Defeat 

PARIS (UPI) - North Viet­
nam's negotiators at the dead­
I o c k e d peace talks today 
claimed the American pullout 
from Khe Sanh is "One of the 
most serious strategic defeats" 
suffered by the United States in 
the Vietnam war. 

A Hanoi spokesman told a 
news conference called to claim 
downing of the 3,000th American 
plane over North Vietnam that 

15,ooo: American and· South. Viet­
namese so~diers were killed and 
m1ured· while trying to hold the 
strategic marine outpost south 
of the demilitarized zone. ' 

He said 11,700 of the casualties 
were ,Americans. U.S. marines 
reported suffering 2,000 casuaJ. 
tieS'-including wounded-at Khe 
Sanh .. 

N guy e n. Thanh le, chief 
spokesmaµ for the Hanoi delega­
tion, described the withdrawal 
from iKhe Sanh as an American 
attempt to avoid full defeat, 

Thel n~ws conference was an­
other ·1 Communist propaganda 
attempt to claim victory and de­
mand· an immediate cessation to 
U.S. . bombing of the North. 
North Vietnamese spokesman 
said the 3,000th U.S. plane WWI 
shot ,down over Dong Hoi in 
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North Vietnam's southern pan­
handle. 

ACC(Jtlllng to U.Si military 
spokesm:en, 859 American planes 
were downed over North Viet­
nam in the course of tlie war. 

Reds Sure of Straregy 
Intensified pressure on the 

battlefield and propaganda ef. 
forts- in, Patis are Majot e]e. 
ments cf the strategy of North 
Witnam, Communist sources 
said. 

Many officials ariut tltat ti• 
fectlv, action in · Laos wollld 
demon.tra•te to Slhal!Ouk that 
his beli~f in an i11evitable Com­
mWlilt "vlclory ill Vltllllln is 
erro.neous. lie then mi11ht move 
wWI : eOllfldence ,nd vlcor 
1. g a 1 n s t the supply lines 
through Cambodia which help 
111s~ln ~ Vietcon&, 

The sources said Hanoi was 
confider.! . this strategy would 
bring · 11bout a weakening of 
Am,eri~!s resolve to fight the ~---,-------­
W,I: by /lXpressing willingness to 

:At the iame time, Hanoi diplo- meet wilh all U.S. presidential 
mats attempted to demonstrate candidates. Diplomatic observ­
they were re~ to talk peace ers called this a propaganda ef­
"with aJ111)1le acept the devil" fort to impl'ove Hanoi's image in 

the United States. 
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. ,. How U.S. intelligence weighed 
· T?h s h • • high,..;ay in- January in time to reach Hue '· 1'" e an opposition lo~~:~~"sources then look at what intelli-

gence ofliccrs call the "enemy order of 

Even a.r; United States lwlldozers a11cl ex­
plosives demolish Khe Smih as tlie mar111e 
base is being abandoned, t!ir. my1,tcr11 as to 
whether the earlier siege of Kite .San/1 was 
an end in itself or just a ploy remains. The 
following story describes liow intelligence 
infonnation was obtained and how it was 
evaluated. 

By Beverly Deepe 
Special corr,spo>tdent of 

The Christian Science Monitor 

Khe Sanh, Vietnam 

Was the siege of Khe Sanh a North Vie\· 
namese diversionary strategy to divet·t 
United Slates attention from the Tet offen• 
sive? United States military men in Vietnam 
disagree. Both. the pro and con views are 
based upon military intelligence. But there 
is no general agreement on the interpreta­
tion of the mass of information that ac• 
.crued. 

The intelligence,gathcring means were 
.sophisticated and varied: 

Clothbound, granulated land mines, were 
seeded amid electronic sensors around K.he 
Sanh, as \hey have been for sometime along 
the seaboard side of the ''McNamara Line." 

Portable radar sets, four feet high, were 
staked out around Khe Sanh and monitored 
by ground suvelllance teams: they are now 
being funneled out to other units in Vietnam. 

''People-sniffe1·s" which detect chemicals 
emitted by human bodies were employed 
and the results electronically magnified 
onto measuring dials. 

Starlight • scopes, resembling elongated, 
·old-fa~hioned binoculars, were issued to 
lnw,Hying forward air controllers in mid­
.March. The instruments magnify moonlight 
so the navigators see potenial targets in the 
darkness. 

Scores of reconnaissance aircraft flew 
9ver Khc Sanh. Some carried metal-detecl­
. ing infra-red cameras. some canied black­
·and,white film, and some employed color 
photography - which distinguished be­
tween natural jungle and day-old camou­
flage. From these "Recce 11 returns 1 a 
miniature Khe Sanh was built in a sandbox 
in Saigon1 where American generals de­
duced where the North Vietnamese were 
most likely to concentrate their supplies, 
.trnops and equipment. 

All te,ted devices 
None of these exotic detection devices 

wel'C: innovations in the siege of Khe Sanh; 
all had been employed in Vietnam, but in 
less concentrated doses. Mass deployment 
of them reflected the thinking of American 
commnaders that North Vietnamese units 
detecting was more significant than simply 
dropping overwhelming tonnages of bombs 
onto the jungle wilderness. 

The mechanics of the sophisticated de­
vices are veiled behind top-secret militarY 
classificution. Their accuracy seems masked 
not only behind military security, but also 
behind the difficulties in assessing their con­
tribution to lifting the Khe Sanh siege. 
Clearly, though, the confidence of senior 
American commanders did not rest on these 
"secret weapons" to pivot the battle of 
Khe Sanh. 

"We remained confident simply because 
we knew marines were marines!' one in­
formed source explained. HWe knew· that 
what had to be done, the marines were go­
ing to do." 

In general, assessments of the value of 
these devices were mixed. Some, sueh as 
the portable radar sets, gave "good re­
sults" in detecting North Viet movements 
within Jimited distances, one source report­
ed. But other sources, including some 
American generals, believe the gadgetry 
is generally overrated. One source ex­
plained: 

11 Frankly. w(i l"an't get overent'hused with ballle"-whc:1l North Viet units were "con­
these gadgets. They're all aids, but they're firmed" 01· "believed probable" at a given 
no substitute for eyewitnesses - either location at a given timP. Confirmation is 
Anrnrican pat1·ol;:; or Communist prisoners. basPd on al lca3t two items of separnte, 
We need all these rne:;.m; of gathering intcl~ firsthand evidence - such as two pri~oners1 
ligem.'c, but you l!Hn't just sit back and look or a prisoner and a captured document. 
at electronic dcvit:cs." 

80111e di.count 'i:adi:ets' 
Anotl~er said: "l know, i~ome think the 

'people-sniffer' is a big thing. I got a brief­
ing on it in the United States~the briefer 
said we'd Hy out with this gadget and it 
would sniff out the enemy and then we'd 
fire artHlery in the1·0 and the sniffer wou]d 
end the war for us. But, actually, on the 
battletield, H isn'l even the beginning of an 
an,'.-,wer. 

Another opinion: "Don ·1 tell me about 
those electronic sensors forming the Mc­
Namara line. An NVA regiment came 
across the DMZ, straight lhrough the Mc­
Namara line and stopped us :::-old during 
the Tet oITensive." 

"Frankly," said another, "no one knew 
how many NVA were around Khe Sanh 
most of the time. We kept getting .these 
'wave of the hand' intelligence briefings. 
The briefer would wave his hand over a 
big chunk of the map' around Khe Sanh and 
tel] us that's where the enemy was, But, to 
be really effective, \he intelligence has to 
locate the enemy within a couple of grid 
squares - down to several thousand me­
ters.11 

Road network pmhed 
Ct·itics of these electronic devices-and of 

the overall, publicized view that the North 
Vietnamese were "bombed out of the hilis"­
expressed the belief that the Communists 
used Khe Sanh as a strategic diversion 
while the actual objective was their Tet mili­
tary offensive against the Vietnamese cities. 

This school of thought is also based on 
evidence - although not conclusive - and 
from this, deductions \.,.·ere made piecing to • 
gethet· the Communist strategy. These 
sources maintain that-based on captured 
documents-as early as June last year the 
Hanoi high command had already mapped 
out its grand strategy for the Communist 
drive into the cities. Hanoi then persuaded 
the Moscow-bloc countries to support their 
master plan with sophisticated weaponry. 
Evidence: materla) captured in th1:: Ashau 
Valley ..:.. ranging from canned Hungarian 
goulash to Soviet trucks, tracked vehicles, 
field artillery pieces, and Bulgarian medi. 
cines. 

By the fall of 1967, the Communists were 
building elaborate road networks throughout 
Laos and into the Ashau Valley, leading to 
Hue, designed to transport their growing 
number of heavy weapons and to create a 
high-speed system for logistics and troop 
movements. Evidence: the increased Com­
munist emphasis on road networks, includ. 
ing fragments of an asphalt road 40 miles 
north oi Saigon. 

"Everything the Communists did from 
mid-1967 had to fit into their plan to hit the 
cities, I figure/' one source explained. "And 
Khe Sanh had to fit into that strategy too, 
Unless Khe Sanh was an extremely easy 
target to take, it was diversionary for the 
Communists. But, to be a credible diversion, 
they had to create a real and serious threat 
around Khe Sanh-and there's no question 
but what it was a real threat there. 

"j3ut, the enemy created that threat to 
draw friendly forces away from the coast. 
Their main objective was Hue and their sec­
ondary one was Quang Tri city. If one ac­
cepts this view, then the Marines assessed 
the situation well and ·were very wise in 
deciding to hold Khe Sanh with only 6,000 
men, without major reinlo1·eements. The 
NVA put heavy pressure on Khe Sanh-and 
then started pulling them [troops] out, 
transoortin~ them down their high-speed .,_.., 
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}'i.,Jd commamlers dilTnecl 
There is still considerable disagreement 

within the military on what North Viet units 
had surrounded Khe Sanh at a given time. 
Marine officers at the base during the siege, 
and other comnrnnders now, consistently 
maintain that two North Viet divisions~the 
304th and 325C-had surrounded it until mid­
March. 

However, the United States Army field 
commanders operating in the northern prov­
inces hold a different view. The Army's 1st 
Air Cuvolry Division in early February was 
rushed towal'ds Hue to rernforce the Marines 
battling ;;¼t least a Communist division there. 

The 1st Cavalry was stopped cold several 
miles from the Hue imperial citadel in the 
village of La Chau, one of the showplace 
pacification projects in Vietnam. 

For two weeks. lrom Feb. 3 to 15, the sky 
troopers battled Communists in the village, 
while intelligence officers were perplexed as 
to ,:i,_,hich North Viet units they were fighting. 
Finally, on Feb. 21, the intelligence officers 
had "confirmed" through pdsoners and 
documents the unib: The 29th Regiment of 
the 325C Division and 24th Regiment (some· 
times also numbered 57) or the 304th Divi­
sion- two regiments which were presumed 
to be attacking Khe Sanh. 

The !st Cavalry was stopped cold several 
to its division headquarters. The division re• 
plied it "completely discounted" the infor­
mation because the two regiments were 
around Khe Sanh. One staff officer retorted, 
"But I'm eyeballing lhe prisoner now and 
I interrogated him while rocket rounds were 
coming in. I've got prisoners to show those 
regiments are in La Chau-what's your 
evidence they're in Khe Sanh?" 

By late February. however, General 
Creighton W. Abrams Jr,. then representing 
General Westmoreland in the northern pro• 
vinces, accepted the "proof" that the two 
regiments were outside of Hue, instead of 
around Khe Sanh. Other prisoners captured 
later around Khe Sanh ·11:hen the siege was 
broken abo said pa rt of their divisions had 
deployed for Hue in early January, 

Movements confusin~ 
(Mai. Gen. R. M. Tompkins, commanding 

general of the Third Marine Division during 
the Khe Sanh siege and later promoted to 
commanding general of the senior Marine 
command headquarters, said at a press con­
ference in Da Nang on May 24 it was 0 abso• 
lutely incorrect" that elements of the two 
divisions were actually fighti!lg near Hue. 
11 Until mid-March, both divisions were 
around Khe Sanh"). 

By late February, only lour ol lhe six 
North Viet infantry regiments were believed 
still poised around Khe Sanh, Sources tend 
to agree that by mid-March-no specific 
date is available from any source-the re­
maining two regiments of 325C Division de• 
ployed southwards. Prisoners from this di­
vision were captured in the Ashau Valley 
operation and later near Kontum and Dak 
To. Intelligence sources said they have yet 
to seize a prisoner of high enough rank to 
explain why the two regiments moved south. 

This left, then, two regiments of the 304th 
Division around Khe Sanh~and there is still 
disagreement whether they actually ever 
withdrew from the greater Khe Sanh area, 
although they did evade the 1st Air Cavalry 
and Marine units in early April. Some of 
these units fled their hill positions in some• 
thing close to a rout, leaving behind weap• 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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ll • k 20 percent since the Paris talks began. }l 

KHE SANH OPPOSITION 
,,, CONTINUED anoi as S ~he latest session of the Paris talks, Amer-

ican delegate Cyrus R. Vance charged in• ons and supplies over large area, as they 
evaded the 1st Air Cavalry. 

East bloc 
for ,nore aid 

By John Hughes 
Staff correspondent of 

The Christian Science Monitor 

filtration had reached a record high of 29,000 
men last month. 

Information reaching this correspondent la 
that American intelligence estimates of infll• 
!ration now are remarkably accurate follow• 
ing activation of an American electronic 
monitoring screen which stretches the 
breadth of South Vietnam and Laos to the 
American base at Nakbon Phanom in east­
ern Thailand. 

But by Mid-March, four or five days of ex'. 
tensive treetop helicopter reconnaissance 
identified the pi·esence of not more than nine 
Communist infantry battalions around Khe 
:sanh (three battalions form a regiment). 
In actual contact during Operation Pegasus, 
American units identified only seven bat• 
talions-three from the 66th Regiment and 
three from the 9th Regiment, plus one sap­
per battalion. The North Vietnamese themselves no long. 

Hong Kong er appear so reticent about admitting the Intelligence discrepancies continue. The 
Marines still list all three regiments oi the 
304th Division around Khe Sanh, as well as 
the 68th Artillery Regiment and "possibly" 
a regiment of the 308th Division. But Army 
headquarters in the northern provinces lists 
the 24th Regiment-which the 1st Cavalry; 
fought at La Chau-as "lQcation unknown·. 
Certainly no one has annhiliated it," one 
source explained. 

Though Hanoi's spokesmen are trying to 
project an image of sweet reasonableness 
at the Paris talks, the North Vietnamese re• 
gime is pressing the war with undiminished 
militancy, 

At the latest session of the peace talks, 
chief North Vietnamese delegate Xuan Thuy 
appeared to accept the concept of South 
Vietnam's "neutrality" in foreign affairs 
after any settlement of the war. And Aus• 
tralian Communist journalist Wilfred 13ur­
chett says in an interview that National Lib• 
eration Front leaders (the political arm of 
the Viet Cong) "have stopped stating that 
they are the only authentic rep1·esentatives 
of the south." 

Yet even as these "concessions" are be• 
ing unveiled, a North Vietnamese delegation 
was in Moscow pressing the Soviets for 
greater military and economic aid. 

Visits completed 
The delegation is headed by North Viet­

nam's Vice-Premier Le Thang Nghi, It 
already has completed visits on similar busi­
ness to East Germany and Czechoslovakia. 
Hanoi's official newspaper, Nhan Dan, says 
the East Germans are providing "valuable 
material assi'stance" and that this is en­
couraging the Vietnamese people "to dash 
forward and defeat the United States ag• 
gressors completely." 

In Czechoslovakia, where the North Viet­
namese also sought military and economi<­
aid, the delegation expressed gratitude for 
aid from the Czechs and also for the dis­
patch to Vietnam of Czech "volunteers." 

This quest for aid is being pressed against 
a background of massive continuing North 
Vietnamese infiltration into South Vietnam. 

President Johnson says infiltration is up 

extent of their involvement in South Viet. 
nam. In a recent issue of the party theoreti• 
cal journal Hoc Tap, for instance, a North 
Vietnamese colonel discusses this involve­
ment openly, 

Goals restated 

End of a series 

One of the objectives of the American air 
war, writes Col. Dang Tinh, was "to pre­
vent the flow of assistance from the North 
to the South and cow our people into negoti-~--------------­
ating on their [American] terms." ;paper faults General Westmoreland for· his 

But, he goes on, the Americans have offensive search-and-destroy operations, 
missed their objectives. American bombs .likening him to Napoleon at Austerlitz. It 
and shells have "failed to cow our people. says his frontal attacks failed and "ex­
Instead our 31 million compatriots, single- ploded all the myths about American mill• 
mindedly, are resolved to defend socialist 
North Vietnam, liberate the South, and tary power." 
achieve eventual national reunification. n The paper says the general "lacked one 

In a rare admission of North Vietnamese thing fw1damental, and very important lo 
involvement he adds, "The higher the Amer- every military man - knowing oneself 
icans escalate their war of destruction in and one's enemy." 
the North, the more substantial the as- Quan Doi Nhan Dan pays a backhanded 
sistance of the North Vietnamese people kind of compliment to General Westmore• 
for the revolution in South Vietnam be. land's successor, General Creighton W. 
comeS." Abrams Jr. For he, says the Hanoi journal, 

Meanwhile, in a new editorial the North "has indeed acted with certain promptness. 
Vietnamese Army newspaper, Quan Doi He took various moves toward mobile de­
Nhan Dan, openly admits that Communist fense such as reinforcing the garrison in·the 
forces have launched a new offensive, aimed Quangtri-Thua Thicn region,· strengthening 
particularly at the citie·s and towns bf South the defenses around Saigon, sending air 
Vietnam, even as the Paris· ta:"lks proeeed. , mobile forces to Khe Sanh and then to the 

The paper discusses ·the "new·drive of at- Ashau Valley, ·etc." 
tacks beginning in May,n says the Hrcvo}u.. But the new Communist attacks have Hput 
lionary war is standing deep_in the towns/' a damper on Abrams enthusiasm," says the 
and avers the United States is c,n the "stra- North Vietnamese Army paper. "The United 
tegic defensive." States is losing heavily right at its strongest 

Westmoreland assailed 
The editorial was written to mark the de. 

parllllle from Vietnam of Gen. William C. 
Westmoreland. The North Vietnamese Army 

positions: Highway 9, the military, political, 
and psychological dam defended by about 
two-thirds of the American forces in South 
Vietnam, is constantly under fire .... 

"The towns, the innermost defense and 
hub of American neo-colonialism, are quak­
ing under the onslaughts of the liberation 

, [Communist] forces. 
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'No Good Reason to Stay' 
CHICAGO TRIIDNE 

Why U. S. Has (i)uit Khe Sanh 
Bv JIM G. LUCAS 
sCr;p;n•HOW'~rd Staff v\o'ri:er 

'l",c U.S. decided lo mow 
lrnnµs out of ile big base at Khe 
Sm1h because "there was no 
l,m~er any good rea.)oo to slay'' 
.md becaus€ 1'wc can deriy it to 
lhC' enemy," LL Gen. U\,·is 
\\'::i.J1, Assic;Lant jfarine Com­
man:lat1t, said today, 

(irn. WaiH formerly C..)mmand­
ed ~farines in 1st Corp<,, which 
includes Kne S,nh. and es­
tabli;;hed the base whk•h hl-ter 
bt.•c;:imc the scooe of the bitte•r. 
est fighting of the wa,r. 

In Saigm, Brig. Gen. Winanl 
Sidle, U.S. Chie! of Informatic11, 
1aid Khe Sanh "will be leveled. 
bulldozed and the bunkers 
t.fosed up," He said the razin~ 
ope r a t i on was "now under 
way." 

Gen. Walt sa,jd he concurre<J 
in the 1966 d~is.ion of Gen. Wil­
li am C. Westmorclarnl, bheo 
U.S. Comman<Ier in Vietnam, lo 

e-lalilish a major patrol base at 
E:nc Saoh and thinks ~t wa'S "a 
wise dec-isiCG." But he s.aid coo­
ditiona have change<J and i,t is 
now best to sh,ift to mobile tac­
iw,;. 

He ,-,id the American invest­
ment at Khe Sanh.1 where :moo 
_)l;mne;; recently broke a seige 
bv lwo-arul-a-lialf North Viel• 
n;nnes.e dh·rniCflS, was a sound 
on:.!. 

•·111e-y lost 15,000 men and we 
bl 199 dead Marines," he said. 
"Five bhousand Marines tied 
down 35.000 North Vie!Jlamese. 
If those troops had 1Jeen avai'l· 
able to the enemy dunng his Tel 
offmsi,e he might have won. 
Can you imagine wtiiat would 
h,vc happened ii h, could have 
thr011•n them int-0 the bat~e for 
Hue?" 

But Gen. Walt said the North 
Yielrwmese oOw "really have 
n,>thing left up ll,en," for men 
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inside Khe Sanh. to oppose. He 
said they (1may have iv.'o regi• 
menrts in the whole area'' but 
that Khe Sanh is no l011ger need­
ed. 

''We a.re confident we can 
deny use of the airea to the ene. 
my,·• he said. "If they go in. 
we've g<ll every inch a[ that 
ground regisitcrcd (for artillery 
fire.)" · 

Aoandooment .,f Khc Sanh 
wa._ considered a foregone con- : 
clusion a,fter Lt. Gen. Henry 
Bu,,, new Fleet Ma,rinc Fc,·ce 
Commander In the Pacilic. told 
the press at Da Nang three 
weeks ago, hiis men "may or 
may not" give it up. Gen. Buse 
a<lded there was "much 1,.. 
reason lo hold onto it" now that 
North Vielllamese troops onoe 
sun·ouncii,,g it had been ooun<lly 
defeated. 

'NEW TACTICS' 
Gen. Buse sa,id he planie<l 
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1 JULY 1968 (30 JUNE) 
U.S. Will Realign Air 

Units in South Korea 
TOKYO, June 30 IIJPII - The 

United States 5th Air Force to­
day announced a realignment 
of American air force tactical 
fighter and interceptor units in 
South Korea. 

"new t1lef:ies" for the Ma.rsines, 
•p])"rently a reference to "Sting 
Rav" pat"Ols favored bv Goo 
Wall. when he was in comnIBoo: 
Gen. Buse and Goo. Creightoo 
Abrams. Gm. Weslmoreland's 
succesisor, apparently have 
agreed to give "Sting Ray" a 
full field te,i. Grn. Wootrnore­
land is ro be sworn in as Army 
Chief of S!Jaff ncxl week. 

Ull<ler th;, '•Sting Ray" C(ll• 

cept, !Jroops a,re held in centers 
of population along the eoastal 
plains, 1vhilc small patrols ol 
highly f><>illed scoul.s go out to 
spot lne enemy. Oll<e thev lo­
cate his mcampmenls, they caJl 
in artillN}' and planes. 
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-A Look at -War After Six Years 
By PETER ARNETT 

... Assoclated Pre11 staU Writer 

' SAIGON - Vietn,am's Com­
munist leadership continues re­
le•ntlessly to unroll its biggest 
military offel\!live right i-nto the 
jaws of &lied strenght. 

Vast allied firepower is chew­
ing up enemy troops by the thou­
sands in the battlao; that began 
with the Tet Offeinsive five 
molllhs a~. The bloodletting 
acro.s.s the country is more than 
double that of last year. 

Yet as rapidly as the Commu­
nist-led troops die, as many 
again beat their way right up to 
the doors of the capital itself, 

"By God, there are 51 enemy 
battaliO!ll maneuverillg just one 
day's march from Saigon," com• 
merited a U.S. general. 

"They arrived in February, 
they have hit us twlice, &!ld they 
are still there pressuring the 
city, re-gardless of casualties." 

Impossible Objective■ 

Much of the killing In ~cent 
months lihe eoomy has brought 
upon himself. He attacked objee­
tivll'll be had no real !)06Sibility 
of lleizing. 

The easy, extell$ive kills have 
led some observers to believe 
Nar!h Vietnam's Gen. Vo Nguy­
en Giap is making his great ml.s­
take of the war. By disregardt)g 
his own rules of guerrilla war­
fare and engagi-ng in coovelltion• 
al battles, they suggest, he has 
committed his armies to certain 
defeat, 

The m o s t knowledgeable 
Americam and Vietnamses re ad 
the current situation much dif. 
ferently, 

They see the enemy fighting a 
short-term high intensity war to 
impact wli\:ll maximum effective-
1\e51! on the South Vietnamese 
and the American public this 
yeu-•partlcularly by inflicting 
A m e r i c a n cll!lualties. These 
have doubled to more than 9,000 
dead for the first six montlhs. 

Enemy forces have shelved 
the low•intensity, Ion:g, protract­
ed "war i1to the future" they 
were fighting up to late last 
year. They try to reap quick 
political gains DOW, hoping that 
the Vietnamese gov8!'ll!!IU!llt will 
fragment, thllt the people will 
get tired, and that the i.ll;ue of 
pea<:e on their terms can be 
forced here 1111d in the United 
States. 

Many Options Open 

Should these gains not be 
made, then the North Viet­
namese could use any of many 
options. Based on allied studies 
of North Vietnam's population 
growth, they can sustain the cur­
rent huge casualty rate indefi­
nitely and fight on with troops of 
incteulngl)' poorer quality. 

Or If the allied pr81Sure be­
came too great they could make 
"one little concession in Paris 
and we'll have to back off," 
comme11ted a U.S. general. 

Alternatively, the North Viel• 
namese could cut their losses 
and fade back Into jungle, ton• 
tinulng t]le war at before while 

building back their guerrilla 
units. They could start a new 
offensive wrum ready. 

There are two factors short of 
full scale unlimited war that 
could frustrate the North Viet­
namese. 

One would be a miraculous 
improvement in the Vietnamese 
army, permitting American 
troops to go home. The other is 

Wher, does tht Vietnam war stand' 
What is the outlook? Here is an 
·0s5enment by a Puli1%er-priu cor• 
re1pondent of The As!OC.ia•,ted Press 
who has cetvered the war for six 
ye,irs. Ta get information ID< this 
dispat<h ho traveled up and down 
Vietnom from the Mekong Delta to 
the demifitarized zetne, ;n,terviewing 
senior Americans and Vtetn-amese. 

getting the Saigon government 
the support of the population. 

Both prospects are remote. 
Knowledgeable Americans see 
the Vietnamese army becoming 
at best the cutting edge for the 
other allies, a role hitherto held 
by the Americans. 

Frequent Crises in SalgGn 

There ls no sign the Viet­
namese population has wormed 
toward a Saigon government 
that ls stsggering through one 
~risis after another. "The people 
Just do not accept their govern­
ment," one senior American 
commented. 

Dissension within the Viet­
namese military high command 
adds to political instablllty. 

"I could launch a coup d'etat 
any time I liked, any time I 
wanted to, and the Americans 
could not stop me," Vice Presi­
dent Nguyen Cao Ky told this 
reporter a few days ago. Ky was 
lolling in swimming trunks un­
der a yellow parachute canopy 
shielding off the sun on a Nha 
Trang beach, He had just vented 
rage against President Nguyen 
Van Thieu, long a rival, who is 
now attempting to grasp com­
plete political and military pow­
er. 

"President Ngo Dinh Diem 
craved too much power. Look 
what happened to him," Ky 
commented. 

Here is a grassroots look at 
the war and politics in Vietnam 
at midpoint in 1968: 

Allied War Strategy: After he 
took over the American troop 
command recently, Gen, Creigh­
ton W. Abrams told a staff 
conference how he would handle 
the enemy menace on Saigon: 

"We are going to· drop so 
many B52s on them that all we'll 
need to do is to Bend in an un­
armed LUJ\P (long-range pa­
trol) team with notebooks to 
keep score. . . . " 

Firepower remains the key to 
allied strategy, and the high­
flying B-52 bombers Abrams fa­
vors are pounding the country­
side from the Mekong Delts to 
the DMZ. 
. The allies are fighting a hold­
IDg action. When the reporter 
asked the former Vietnamese 
commander in the delta, Lt. 
Gi!n. Nguy en Due Thanl(. if he 

would get victory, he said, "We 
hold on tight now, win later." 

That pretty well sums up al­
lied strategy. 

Pressure Is on Saigon 

The main enemy pressure is 
directed against Saigon, and al­
lied forces are in continuous con­
tact with 51 enemy battalions 
within 25 miles of the city. Con­
tinuous helicopter operations are 
launched along the canals, the 
sugarcane fields and swamps. 

Ten American . infantry batta­
lions operate near the Saigon 
perimeter, but a senior Ameri• 
can commander said as much as 
20 per<:ent of an attacking force 
could penetrate the city in a big 
push. 

A major enemy challenge re­
mains at the DMZ. American 
commanders have sought to re­
lieve pressure by pulling out of 

! the combat base of Khe Sanh. 
I Much wotk ls going into the 
, only portion of the "McNamara 
Line" ever built along the DMZ, 
that section stretching across 
the eastern coastal plain. 

U.S. Forces at Triborder 

American forces are also 
bunched in Kontum province on 
the Laos-Cambodian-Vietnamese 
triborder where half a dozen 
enemy regiments are deployed. 

Abrams seems to favor In­
creasing mobile operations. It is 

: unlikely he can do anything, 

I
, however, about cutting down 
American casualties, Each 
I American regiment is locked, 
'onto an enemy one, and it is up 
to the enemy to fight or run 
away. This year he is generally 
fighting. 

Enemy War Strat.egy: The 
enemy of 1967 did not attack 
until he was reasonably sure of 
victory and outnumbered his op,­
ponents. 

These days the North Viet­
namese troops blunder blindly 
into allied uaits, and seem to 
lack the guerrilla's ability to dis­
perse. 

"They are much easier to deal 
with than the old Viet Cong," an 
American officer commented. 
''So often they stick together as 
we zero hi, and they die togeth­
-er." 

Prisoner Interrogations indi­
cate that hlgh-rankin~ enemy 
commanders are staying back 
from the fighting, a departure 
from the early Tet offensive. Al­
lied officers see this as particu­
larly disadvantageous to them, 
because of the numerous deci­
sions needed. 

American intelligence bas esti­
mated that the enemy infra­
structure is being destroyed at 
three timea last year's rate, but 
thousands of these clandestine 
political operatives remain. 

The Communist leadership Is 
p o u r i n g troop replacements 
down the Ho Chi Minh trail. An 
estimated 25,000 troops were in­
filtrated into the 3rd Corps area 
in the fil'lt five months of this 
year, compared with 14,000 ill all 
1967. 

By eatlmate 40,000 enemy 
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have been killed in the 3rd 
Corps, but as in all other areas 
of the country the infiltrators 
and local reculrting .are refilling 
decimated rznks. 

PACIFICATION: The fury of 
the enemy offensive seems to 
have stunned much of the popu­
lation. A study by the U.S. high 
command on a village southwest 
of Saigon indicates that the pop. 
ulation is more passive than 
ever to the war. 

"Lack of help for the Viet 
Cong is about all we can ex­
pect," a senior U.S. military 
man said. 

High-ranking Americans say 
pacification cadres now concen­
trate on achieving fewer things, 
such as security and developing 
the local militia. 

Enemy battalions apparently 
stay pretty much to themselves, 
moving into hamlets some 
nights but generally leaving the 
population alone. "He could take 
over the countryside, but he 
hasn't bothered. He has a more 
important target - Saigon," a 
pacification officer commented, 

POLITICS: Resentment over 
President Thieu's open bid for 
com,plete power had led half a 
dozen important Vietnamese 
generals to resign. The president 
is taking his time dwding 
whether to accept them, con­
scious that a wrong decision 
could upset the delicate balance 
of the country's real power-in 
the military high command. 

Vice President Ky told this re. 
porter: "The president has 
enough power, hasn't he? He is 
the boss because of his rank. 
Must he have it all, though?'' 

Some Americans see both Ky 
and Thieu as attempting to force 
senior generals to join one side 
or the other. 

PARIS t ALKS: A catalyst for 
an attempted coup d'etat could 
come from Paris, where any 
hint of American concessions 
sends rage through the Viet­
name.se hawks. 

A compromise of any sort with 
the Communists would mean the 
destruction of free Vielnam," 
Ky says. "The U.S. cannot force 
a compromise of any sort on us. 
I and my friends are patriots. 
We will fight to the end." 

Ky's views are shared by 
many in the U.S. high command. 
Lt. Gen. William Peers, com­
mander of Field Forces 1, which 
covers the 2nd Corp.s area, told 
this reporter: "I would hate to 
think that what we have done 
over here has been in vain." 

High-ranking American offi­
cials acknowledge there is ob­
viously an underlying feeling of 
apprehension among some Viet­
namese over the Paris talks, 
and the possibility that the 
American commitment might 
somehow alter its form, If the 
war is ever to end. 
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Is llaaoi Deluded by Its Own Propaganda 
·-or ,I. s It Des.pera. t·-e?. , ttely. lrorty-seven l)tfcMt iii 

enl'my strength is now de-
.SAIGON. munists to stage acy such, ployed in the few northern· 

WE HAVE seen it happen attack than it w.as for friend- ,.,,0 , • d 
· in our time thaL at the ly ·patroling to el.imin1,te tb~ ~· vlllce,, an 4

2 
percent of 

very top of. go1·e1snment it is" rocket menace altogether, ·our 011111
. field force is en-

possible for dictators of poli- and someone should have gaged there_ 
cy to become deluded by said so instead ul letting These fres-h troops com~ 
·their own propaganda. them create tile impression forward adequately· armed. 

So tme cannot ponder the t·hat they could do so. ·Thanks to Soviet and Red 
question, whether at this Ever since ·the Tet battle of 
-juncture the clique l'unning the cities, Hanoi has Ileen Chit11!S1! help, Hanoi bas no 
the war from Hanoi. are very outdoing Baron Mllll'Chausen. problem there, ·r11, : ■rray of 
•clever realists running a mon- At the condusion of 'that heavy weapons supporting 
strous bluff or mere dupes long-drawn effort to win I them out of the DMZ and 
victimized by the party line decision, !!hese words call'le from t~e high ground w35 

·without remembering ·Berlio,' from the Hanoi 'mill: "In 45 never 11s formidable as now: 
Hitler .in· the Reichschancel- dai:s of attack. we have Due. to ·llhe construction of the 

Jory bunker still believed he wiped ou.t mo.re than· 40 _p~r- road tltrougb Laos that will 
could puR it off and talked cent of Amencan and Allied serve nrotor traffic, they can 

'that \Vay to all about him strength in Soutll Vietnam." Mw get the heavy stuff fl>r-
. though the city was in flame~ lJI cold faet, the en&my btd ward in large numbers. 
and his armies were in col- not. killed or wounded even 4 otherwi-s., tbe ·big pu!lt Is 

• lapse. Until the hour of his . . _ · Mteworthy only because tll 
S?icide, the my,thology of in- per~ent, though the statistic~ ~ts marks of· weakness seem-
Vll\cibility -v<>ided any possi- i~atn leaves unanswered the ingly t1:1ergized out of sheer 
biltty of confrontation by Vital question: tlo Ho and the 'desperation. The troops are 
fact others ruHy believe tu.ch badly' trained. When cor-

E1ther there is a similar rot'' · n~, · libey surrender now in 
conditi?n in Hanoi. or Uncle 'Mien they tell tb~ juvenile big bun·ches. Under interroga-
Ho Cb1 Mtnh_ :and his bench- relllacements, sent southward, .tion, th,iy talk freely. Few of 
ll'len are. a d1e•hard crowd of that all resistanct to the lihe !'el)!aeements ue ·,aware 

·realists, ·m11king a final and Communist front ha~ sub- iif tM unit tt1 whieb they had 
supreme gamble on the sided in the delta, .either tbi:y .Ileen• as,;igned. Some have not 
·chance that the United have themselves embral°1:d firtd a l'ifle beior~ beint sent 
States can .be •eucher.ed out of thit wishful tbought, or they ov~r tilt tuil. 
tl!,t states tm the table, by are -.perpetrating a .m011stro11s • • • 
big talk ,and. 1. reclliless ust of deceptiO'll el .iteir own peo-
weapons -a~d milita~y man- pie. 
power. Addil,g one thing -with 
another, it is·self~vident that 
they are risking far more 
than they can. aMord on the 
thin hope .that they can wtft 
the war this ·summer. 

• • • 

•. * * 

THEIR boastful .claiming 
reveals the hollowness. 

nther ,.tllan the strength of 
the posititn. Only 1. few days 
·ago came .the threat to Jay 
one hundred l22-mm rockets 
OD Sai&0n · !.lid ket,, it ,.up 100 
,days. Tactically, it -was no 
more possible for the Com-

AT THIS writini, Hanoi is 
sending mort soldiers 

into South Vietnam titan e"er 
before. The troop !low i1 be­
tween H,000 and 16,000 month­
ly, compared to '1008 monthli• 
one year ago. Most at this 
insput is composed rA young 
replacements .sent !Orward ia 
packets tbrougb tile DMt vil 
the ·coastal plain to join units 
fighting in'I Corps zone. 

'Thert. and not lrllund 
Saigon, is where the stru111,e 
lln i_11tensaied ~ immoder-

WASHINGI'ON NEWS - 29 JUNE 1968 
Protec:;fion Against Chinese Missile, But .. ·. 

THREE .main characterise 
tics were identified witll 

the Noith Vietnam regulars 
·and Vietcont discipline In 
former years. Th~ strove lt 
all tim,is, and largtly suc­
ceeded, in extl"1cting ·their 
dead f1•om the haWefield. 
,They cl.~ared the battle.field 
of a:U weapons they could. 
~Vhen s1irrounded, they were 
inordinately. cltver al finding 
the one . small escape hole, 
couverg:mg to it, and tetting 

aw.ay. 
Aiost -of that is now i!I the 

past. They flee the scene and 
don't bother to burden them­
selvu with tileir detd. They 
leave the combat field lit­
tered "ith their oninanee, ri­
fles, rockets, ll'l'tlnades and 
all else. A~d the cunni,ng they 
once acqrnred m trainln& that 
enabled them to break con­
tact. at will and slip iway, 
leaving no trail behind is 
now less evident than 'tb.e 
lack /JI. craftiness lnd care in 
operations. 

The heavy antiaircraft 
weapons and rocltet cacbn 
that our patrols have lately 
-Come across in fbe I Corps 
piedmont and · highlands are 
ot:Um found totally UJUll!al'ded 
~nd i~xpertly Clml)ufllged 
if at .all. Fancy the delight ~ 
squad ~ young G!o entering 
Upon .a Jungle clearina to dis­
cover there an enemy battery 
ot 57-mm guns well-emplae~ 
l_nd not ln enemy soldier in 
S/~ht. It has haP!)ened sever• 
a'! \imel!. . . . 
M-ORE significant still is 
· the abandonment of cau­
tion and ~elf-ad:vantagt in tllt 
enemy attack. Today, Nor.th 
Vietnamese formations art 
r'l)eatedly committed to bat­
tle under condition! when 
bloody repulse, for 110 ga.iJ!. 
li11Comes inevitable. ' 

These, and other signs, 
such as their coldly deliber• 
~te slaughter of Vietnamese 
civilians, all point to an ene, 
my racing against time, E.i­
tber Hanoi is deluded that it 
has the war won and is no\11' 
ai,plying the crusher, or n Is 
moved by the false courage 
ut desperation. There can be 
114 middle ground. 

ABM ;Ho Defense Against Cuba1 hearings oh reeummce ¢. lhe 1961 crisis. 
Scientisl5 e,,tima(ed in 1962 that Ille mls.siles in 

By l\llKE MILLER this starementfur1heieconl.oflhelieariiig.s: Cuba could hit the U.S. mainland less than five 
"'"""""owwd·""" w,a., "The_ Army hall no active dl!ife11111e· illda" again;;! · 
·As currently _dmigned, 11!e Sentinl'! Anti- a l!llssile aimed .at Ute u~ st.aim wi'im Qiba m1DUtes aflter lamching. 

Ballistic Missile .·a,stem could protect ttte U.S. once the missile is launched." . <rin. Starbird also said Sw.tinal wuuld have only 
ap,i,lsl nuoaik,s fired m:m Red China 6000 miles The Army a_dded tha,t an a!diJiloo&I Spadm linut;,d efleet against the F'ractlollal Ori>ital Bllm­
,away - but ·nrt-lrom.•any mi.!siiles that might be DJJS8ile. &ite with a~ radar in.stana. banlment Sys!Efn Russia is reported lll be devel­
ind.flrQm Cuba 90 miles 11Way, lions at an undisclosed Iocaoon "woold be re- opmg. FOBS would ilWro&dt the U.S. on a low. 

That's what Anny officials have 1nld ille House qulred to protect Flol'ida againsi. CJuhan.based :=-tory designed to cut down radar ;..81'1liJ)g 
Dlifeuse ~ilions Sub-eommitiooe, &«ring ballisiic mis.ile1;." 
to · testimony Ille -~ 'DWI.de 

0

pqblic to- But no plans were diselosed 111 provide 1hll1 . Gen. S!Grqird said it would be possible to de. 
day. additional si,te. · · sign Sentinel to deferll against both FOBS aoo 

Lt. Gm. A. D. Starbird said Selllilllel would not The ~artian will be ihe big~ange lni¥.lle of missiles /ired frorn Russian ~l!Tffl of/ die 
defend -againat Jl(t,Ential. missile threal8 Ir the Sentinel &ySiem. A flhona--n111ge defensive U.S. coast. But this woold reql.Dre more ABMs 
Cuba because "it wooJd not have the over:;· milsi:le will be known as 1be Spriot. than cumatly pla1111ed, Ille Anny said. 
CGUntry-wide coverage that yoo oan get by Jook. There have beat no c«Jfirmed reports of strate- The l)c,ffflse Department has 9aid t!J-,re will be 
ing out (by radar) and clliOChiEg the mis:aile corn- gic offstave missiles in CIDl ~, 1962 when the 15 to 20 misslle batteiies ha 4he $5.5 bill.i<lll Senti­
mg in from a long distance." I.Jte President J1Q1 F, ~ •~fullJ de- nel s.ystem. Thirteen potential_ sites are beillg sur-

N.or are tlia:e any other U.S. defensive syste
11111 

manded ~al lrOIII 1be lsual rJ uaporielj &>, .eyed, the_ closest to Olba being the Albany, Ga., 
tD stA,p a misli1e udJack, from. Cuba. In re,sponse viet m.is!meli. llul Rt,p. ·llooert L. F. Sikel <·D., ~rea, ~I is scheduled to bec(jlle fully opera­
to Sub-Olim!Mlee inquirief!, iley Army supplied Fla.) caised tile J)Ollliibjlity ~ 1be ·Jffl!lrt tional lll live or SJX years. 
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t!;\SI!UJGTJl-0.'3 T 

Jm1hua J.,ederlwrf.! 

e 
erive· thi., 1•11unlr.v's policies 
and motivr,;;; arr at. thP- root 
of our foreign and military 
policy. Do we spend 1 pn 
cent of our arms outlay on 
social and pwchological re­
search and action? ff so, 
Congress is not aware or it, 
fnr it. wnulrl surely he 
squelched, hy the same il­
lo~ir \hal lcrl to the halving 
of the already puny re­
search hudget of the Disar­
mament Agrnc.v. Prrhaps 
the hrunt of surh re.search 
ought. to he directed at the 
pNplexing psychology of 
our own C'.ongrrss. 

The Real Missile Gap Is 
In l(nowledge of Psyrhology 

THF. SF./\SON for the mi,. 
sile-~ap game has rolll'cl 
around again. This lime the 
Repuhlicans promise to lam­
haste the Democrat.• for let­
ting the Russians creep up 
on our "nuclear superior­
ity.'' 
-~ large backward step is the 
premise that nuclear su­
premacy is an end in itself. 
11 this is a valid aim for the 
United States, It should be 
also for every other Inde­
pendent power. These famil­
iar arguments aboul mu• 
tually agg~avated escalation 
are too often altributed to a 
world view that is supposed 
to he snft-minded about 
cnmmunism and what the 
Reds would do to us if we 
gave them half a chance. 
· To the contrary, I must give 
~real c,redit to the world 
Communist conspiracy for 

\o he emotionally arrrpt.a­
hlr. We might al10 wonder 
ahout the puhlit on the 
other side: will they also un­
derstand that there is no dif­
f errnre between bein~ 
killed or overkilled? 

There is unfortunately 
more to deterrence than the 
!'alculated •physical capacity 
lo retaliate after a first. 
strike. We might make that 
capacity more credible and 
thus more effective, espr­
eially if the adversary is ill­
informed, by expanding our 
own advertised reserve 
force. But de\el'l'ence alsr• 
demands that he feel securt 
enough not to have lo gam­
hle on a desperate strike. 
Parity is the most s1ahl~ 
equilibrium for mutual secu­
rity, for each side may then 
feel that hoth will be unac­
ceptably damager! no matter 
who takes the initiative. The 
most unstable is that dispar­
ity is approached. 

slabihty (rather than a step 
toward pre-emptive war) 
would be fa·r mo-re reasona­
ble if the psychological 
ohjrrtives of nuclear policy 
w~re more clearly perceivrcl 
and usrd as a basis of re­
_,rarch and artion. How our 
frif'ndR anrl ;1dvrrsarir . .:: prr, c, Mf:R, Thi' WR~h!ngtnn Po.~t Co. 

\-/ASHINGTO!I NEWS - 29 JUNE 1968 

Red China the Danger 
C ,; -Hu-;,;;.1::111 ~allc; ,m Ji~·annament m.1,y hav~ t•·j · d1) only wid1 

rnn1J,1t1itmlg d~fen,;;e sysWm~ ag:aimst r.ie anl)t.heir. Th,~ W1Juld f('iave 
h.,Uli i:,mntril~:-i frei:? tn huild anti-ha:llh;tk mL.:;~HI:' ~v.--.tems fur de­
t•r1t¥? J,~311L->t Ri.!d Ch·:1:\a •,r 0ibhc,r ,,.mall .... 3,oat<.~ nude,"'-1' P1)\•.;~1~. 

Tiu, wrnJld lel U.S. go ahl'ad with $:B billion Senti11el system just 
a1111r,,ved by s~nate; would dn away witlt need for $1fi billion AB!II. 
sy.,t~m to prntr.et ~gainst Rutiisi.an attack. 

inciting the United States to THE CASE for escalating 
unrealistic goals that d~ain nuclear armaments as a 

Po.,it!on of Ru~aiatt ABM$ already io.sialled lndioatas t,, U.S. 
fokil,.~eoee analyst; they .ar~ 111tooded ti) st<)p U.S mis,s.iles, hut 
~cib i.i n~I gl'eat enough t~ blunt any all-out U.S . .attack, they say. 
Cm1ci,19i<l(l is ,oh,,it R11,;willll8 may be willing \IJ hold dow11 ABMs to a 
lee~; lhat 11ould protect l'SSR from Red Chtn€'3a 

our resources. With good ,·alid investment in world 
reason, they are as afraid of 1-------------'-----------------------­

ail~ck ,>nil". 

American irrationality as we 
are of theirs. It would be a 
cosmic crime to tempt them 
hy ou,r own weakness into 
the 4;umate gamble that 
mlght, once and /o[" all, pa­
cify the world. But it is so 
easy to exploit our adoles­
cent temperament, 011!1' his­
toric insistence on being the 
prima donna, If we accept 
any part at all on the world 
stage. So they feint in Ber­
lin, or with ballistic-missile 
defenses or just by hOlding 
back in Vietnam and we 
promptly overreact in push­
button fashion. 

THE MISSILE-GAP game 
should stimulate us to bard 
thinking about the truths of 
national security. The 
achievable purposes or stra­
tegic nuclear weapons are to 
forestall nuclear blackmail 
and to deter a mortal attack. 
These a.re essentially psy­
chological aims, intended to 
influence our own behavior 
and that of the adversary. If 
strategic nuclear weapons 
ever again have t1l be used, 
they will have been dismal 
failures-and we, as a spe­
cies, along with them. 

In this light, a striving for 
nuclear supeTiority may 
temporarily further some 
national psychological aims; 
but do we need to bolster 
sel£-confidooce that can re­
sist blackmail? Perhaps yes, 
The ultimate step in any 
scenario of nudear deter­
rence is exquisitely irration­
al. An unsophisticated public 
may demand the comfort or 
large irrational numbers in 
ord•r for nuclear stalemate 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE t:ONITOR 1 JULY 1968 (30 JUNE) 

Missile 
curbing talk 
buoys UN 

By Mario Rossi 
Sperial correspondent of 

The Cliristian Scienle Monitor 

United Nations, N.Y. 

Mos20w's apparent readiness to start 
talks on missile curbs has elicited a positive 
response in United Nations diplomatic 
circles. 

The main reason is seen in the hope that 
an eventual agreement between the Soviet 
Union and the United States will contribute 
to maintaining the balance of power. 

Most nations recognize that the peace of 
the world is today in large measure de• 
pendent upon the capacity of both super· 
powers to deter one another, 

It is assumed that establishment of an 
effective antimissile system would upset the 
balance and invite countermea54res. 

Diplomats here do not doubt that the 
superpower whicb considered itself at a dis­
advantage would also feel threatened with 
all the dangers that this implies. 

That is why it is felt that since the balance 
would have to be reestablished in the short­
est possible period, the antimissile system 
now under construction would imply a very 
considera hie expenditure without altering 

the balance in any substantial manner. 
It is also believed here at the United Na­

tions that the Soviet offer goes some way 
toward meeting the insistent demand of the 
nonnuclear powers that nonproliferation of 
nuclear weapons should represent the first 
step toward limiting the arms race. 

Pulled in opposite directions 
The United States is given full credit for 

having taken the initiative in suggesting 
conversations to the Soviets. 

The general feeling is that the two super­
powers have acted in a most responsible 
manner. 

As so often happens when considering the 
mutual relationship between superpowers, 
the smaller nations find themselves pulled in 
opposite directions. 

They consider the equilibrium of mutual 
deterrence to be indispensable to the preser­
vation of peace. But any understanding be­
tween the superpowers for the realization of 
this aim also raises the "threat" that the 
Washington-Moscow "axis" will run the 
world as it pleases without taking into much 
account the wishes of the smaller nations. 

This "threat" in turn strengthens the con­
viction so widely felt at the United Nations 
that most other countries have hardly any 
role to play in world affairs. 

Quite a number of diplomats are emo­
tionally at least inclined to accept Peking's 
views on "nuclear colonialism" by the su­
perpowers. 

Frustration, however, is often the mask 
behind which the third world's deep divi• 
sions hide. 

The Afro-Asian majority at the UN is 
presently unable to assume greater respon­
sibilities and in the circumstances an un• 
derstanding among the superpowers be­
comes all the more necessary, it is felt 
here. 
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Milita;tB;;~; JUNS't~a~ 
U. S.-Jap1anes~ Relation-s 

bombilll1 ranee to a Jaoanese­
proposed substitute location, 
only to run into heavy opposk 
tion at the proposed site. 

BY SAMEUL JAMESON 
[Chief of Tokyo Bureau] 
{Chit:110 Trl•une Pren Service] 

TOKYO, June 29-A five­
month campaign against Amer­
ican military bases here bas 
unearthed a series of deep. 
rooted problems in- American­
Japanese relations. 

The anti-base furor, which 
United States military officials 
-say has thus far caused "no 
serious impediments" to opera­
tions, has been spurred by a 
series of specific incidents-but 
in each case the wave of 
protest has overwhelmed the 
facts at hand. 

Altho military officers dis­
miss the trouble as the work of 
a handful of agitators, Prime 
Minister Eisaku Sato and his 
ruling Liberal Democrats have 
either affirmed or refrained 
f r o m countering countless 
charges which originated in 
local governing bodies, in the 
press, or in leftist demonstra­
tions. And the ideological color­
ing of anti-base flareups has 
been replaced by a new theme 
of alleged American disregard 
for the health and safety of the 
Japanese,people. 

Express Deep Concern 
American embassy officials, 

unlike the military, express 
deep concern. Ambassador U. 
Alexis Johnson returned to 
Washington last month for 
what were described as routine 
consultations-only six months 
after his last visit home. Altho 
the embassy has refrained 
from public comment, one 
highly placed American diplo­
mat told a group of Japanese. 
scholars in an off.the-record 
-meeting that "a basic re-evalu­
ation of United States-Japan 
relations probably would be a 
good thing for. both countr~." 
countries." 

The present trouble does· not 
represent anti-American senti­
ment, but rather anti-base 
feelings, embassy officials con­
fide privately. 

It started with the visit In 
January of the nuclear-powered 
aircraft carrier, Enterprise, 
gained momentum with street 
riots against an American 
army hospital for Viet Nam 
casualties in February and 
March, picked up emotionalism 
when above-normal radioactiv­
ity was detected during a visit 
of a nuclear-powered subma­
rine in May, and exploded when 
a F-4 Phantom jet crashed on 
the campus of Kyushu univer­
sity June 2. 

Won't Unload Ammo 
Workers have refused to 

unload ammunition, students 
have stopped an ammunition 
train, and Kvushu universitv 
has refused to permit recovery 
of the jet wreckage, A series of 

protests has been directed at 
noise irritants around air 
bases, a practice bombing 
range, two ground maneuvering 
areas, transportation of jet fuel 
on Japanese highways, and 
use of civilian airports by 
military chartered p I a n e s . 
More than 50 of the 147 
American military installations 
have been troubled with pro­
tests-in one form or another. 

Causes of the trouble include 
rising Japanese nationalism, 
which finds expression in lash­
ing out at what former Ambas­
sador Edwin 0. Reischauer 
called undue Japanese con­
sciousness of "the overwhelm-

ing presence of the United 
States" in Japan's affairs, 

Omcentration of population 
around u r .b a n areas has 
crowded many United States 
bas,as, which once sat in the 
middle of rice paddies, and 
made accidents and crimess 
committed by American mili­
tary personnel felt more no­
ticeably, As a result, the 
foreign ministry has announced 
an over-all re-evaluation of the 
bas,) locations. 

Move Poses Difficulties 
Moving them elsewhere in 

crowded Japan, however, poses 
difficulties. L a s t year the 
United States agreed fo move a 

The underlying causes of the 
present base furor, however,;. 
appear to be less sophisticated~ 
In October, 1965, LL Gen. 
Maurice Preston, commander 
of American forces in Japan at 
that time, told a group of 
American correspondents: 

"The thing that has always­
bothered me is that when these 
base problems arise, nobody 
stands up to speak for us. The 
Liberal Democrats always hide 
behind us-and it is disturbing. 
to me that they should think 
this a t t i t u d e is politically 
sound." 

Words Still Applicable 
Preston's words are as. ap-

CONIDJUED NEXT PAGE 
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U.S. Takes Tougher Line With Japan, 
Where Natio11talis.n1 Is on the Increase 

By Richard H!rlloran 
Washln1ton Post Fore181i Servict 

TOKYO, June 30-The man• 
ner in which the Japanese 
government aocepted the re­
turn of Iwo Jima and other 
Bonin Islands last Wednes­
day ls not a hapPy omen for 
relations between the two 
nations in the next couple of 
critical years. 

Premier E is a k u · Sato's 
short address · during_ cere­
monies in Tokyp had a tone 
of pique and. Impatience. 

"With respect to the re­
turn of administrative right 
over. the Ogasawara (Bonin) 
Islands, the government of 
Japan, as in .. the case of Oki­
nawa, has long.been request­
Ing the United States , Gov· 
ernment for its early reali­
zation," Sato said. This "has 
finally been ,realized," .he 
added, 
Return of Ryukyus 

The English-I a n·g·u age 
Japan Times, generally con• 
sidered an outlet for foreign. 
ministry views, echoed Sato. · 
The· newspaper editorialized 
that "this propitious occasion 
may be regarded as an assur• 
ance of the eventual rever• 
slon of the more important 
Ryukyu Islands," of which 
Okinawa ls the main island. 

An incident on Iwo Jlma 
just before the reversion 
ceremony there gave another, 
clue to JapaI\ese sentiment. 
Three Japanese naval offi­
cers raised a Rising.Sun flag 
atop Mt. Surlbachl In ihe 
same pose as the U.S. Ma­
rines when they raised the· 
American flag during the 
1945 battle. 

A European observer her• 
may have overstated It when 
lie called Wednesday "a day 

of r,ivenge," but discernible 
. und11rcurrents of vindication 
seen1ed · to flow through the 
day and were particularly 
appurent in the increasingly 
nati,malistic Japanese press 
the next day. 
AntJi-American. Outbursts 
Th.ls, on top of a rising. 

wave of Japanese national­
Ism that ell!)resses Itself 
mainly in anti-American out• 
bur11ts, is causing consider­
able• concern in Washington, 
Informed sources here said. 
Further, it has led to a 
quiet but distinct hardening 
in U.S. attitudes toward 
Jap,an. 

When American officials 
look askance at Japan, they 
focus on three Interlocking 
questions: the.·Mutual Secu­
rity Treaty that _is open for 
revision In 1970, the contln• 
ued presence of U.S. mili­
tary power In Jap.an, anl! -the 
rev,ersion of Okinawa, site of 
major U.S. bases. 

Informed soUl'ces here said 
the U.S. is beginning to r.e­
mir.1d the Japanese that the 
treaty puts the obligation 
for security on the U.S., that 
It ls committed. to the de• 
fense of Japan while Japan 
has no defense commitments 
toward the United States. 

'I'hese sources. said the 
Un:lted St at e s has also· 
changed its attitude on the 
base issue, Where It pre­
viously spoke In terms of 

· the Japane$e doing it a fa­
vor by permitting bases In 
Japan, now it is te!linJ! Ja• 
pan that tile bases provide 
for Japanese security buil 
that the U.S. ls not willing 
to maintain f1>rces here un­
les11 the Japanese genuinely 
de!lre their preence. 

Illlormed ,ource1 •lid Jap. 
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anese officials are being 
faced with the direct ques­
tions-what kind of Ameri­
can presence do they want, 
what are they willing to do 
to make this possible, what 
political sapport will they 
give it? 

The United States, dis­
turbed by growing agitation 
around its bases in Japan, is 
also beginning to te11 · the 
Japanese that the United 
State can't. be expected to 
return political control over 
Okinawa if the United 
States bases there are to 
subjected to the same pres­
sures as in Japan itsell. 

So far:. tlie; J a p a n e s e 
haven't come, up with any­
clear · answers, Observers 
here said" it is· possible that 
eventually they will con­
clude that Japan doesn't 
want U.S. bases to remain 
but wants to retain the 
treaty protection, especially 
th_e nuclear umbrella, 

This, however, appeacs In­
creasingly unacceptable to 
the United States, as the 
treaty without the bases In 
Japan does little for U.S. se- · 
curity. If the treaty were 
renegotiated to exclude the 
bases, political observers 
said, the Senate would not· 
ratify it, Rather, they said, 
the Senate would insist on 
a genuinely mutual security 
commitment from the Jap­
anese. 

This would leave the Jap• 
anese the choic·e of reinforc­
ing the alliance with the 
United States, or undertak­
ing the effort and expense 
of full rearmament, lnclud­
lnl nuclear l'e'1'1!Ulllent, or 
turning to unanned 11euµal­
lty, wbieh the major,. oppo­
sition party h~ advocate,. 
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CHRISTIAN SC.E MONITOR - 29 JUNE 1966 • 

U.S. steps may undo 
Vietnam war snarl 

On Sunday, March 31, President Johnson 
Bv Richard L, Strout told a nationwide television audience that 
Staff correspondent of he · would nof seek reelection. 

TheCl1ristianScience Monitor In retrospect the retirement of Mr. John• 
Washington son, following the return 6f General West• 

The Vietnam war is being patiently and moreland, seemed inevitable to some. 
However gracefully and tactfully ex• 

gradually unraveled. plained, the facts indicated the need of a 
That is the interprP.tation of one school ~! major change in Vietnam. Mr. Johnson an­

thought here that has been watching wilh nounced the ending of most of the bomb• 
bated breath the adventure that has now ing of North Vietnam. 
involved 534,000 American troops in South- on April 3, 60 hours after Mr. Johnson's 
east Asia. announcement, Hanoi agreed to establish 

There have been 25,000 Americans. killed contact to see what could be done in the way 
and the cost to the United States is $30 bi!• of negotiations. 
Lions a year. . . Paris was ultimately picked as the site, 

First step in the untanghng, according to and the preliminary talks are under way, 
this thesis, was the request of Gen. William Hanoi repeatedly professes to be willing to 
C. Westmoreland, commander of the Amer- undertake genuine talks if bombing stops. 
ican forces, for big new reinforcement after The bombing policy is associated with Mr. 
the Tet offensive. According to reports the Johnson's adviser, Walt W .. Ro.stow, a s11e• 
request was for· 206,000 troops. , cial assistant. Air Force leaders originally 

President Johnson had promised General hoped that bombing would interdict sup• 
Westmoreland at Hawaii, "I will give you plies and end the war quickly with a mini­
anything .you want, because you want what mum American loss. 
I want in Vietnam. But I may have to give Students of Asiatic thinking charged that 
it to you a little slower than you want." it would only deepen resistance to an enemy 

An upper limit of around 525,000 troops seen as "a white, capitalist, superpower." 
was reportedly imposed. Before retiring, former Defense Secretary 

The Tet offensive came early in 1968, ar.d Robert S. McNamara acknowledged that 
Gen. Earle E. Wheeler, chairman of the bombing could reduct: but not stop infiltra• 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, visited General West• tion. 
moreland, Feb. 23-25. The latest episode in the story follows the 
. The report of the request for 206,000 more pattern of past oblique disclosures. War 
troops followed the Wheeler visit. It _has correspondent John R Carrol! of the Ba!ti• 
never been confirmed, but Washington ob- more Sun, in that paper June 25, declared 
servers put together pieces of the jigsaw that marines are leaving the Khe Sanh base, 
puzzle, with several still missinii. so long associated with General Westmore• 

It is believed that President Johnson de- land's strategy. 
cided that escalation of this sort was im• Then on June 27, the White House an• 
practical both from his· own view. and that n9unced that abandonment of the marine 
of the mood of the country. c6mbat base at Khe Sanh was a military de• 

Mr. Johnson's decision coincided with the cision which was not made by President 
two-day appearance of Secretary of State Johnson. 
Dean Rusk before the Senate Foreign Rela- Following the story Mr. Carroll's military 
tions Committee under Chairman J; W. Ful• accreditation has been suspended indefl­
brjght (D) of Arkansas, a critic of the war. nitely, according to other dispatches. 

Mr. Rusk had resisted such an appearance 
for two years. It became evident that three• According to the New York Times, June 
quarters of the committee were critical of 27, from Washington, Brig. Gen. Winant 
the administration policy. They demanded Sidle chief of information in Saigon, warned 
that the Senate be consulted if any large corr;spondents that they would lose their 
number of new troops were sent. Mr. Rusk accreditation if their dispatches described 
guardedly said this would be done with "ap- the situation in Khe Sanh. 
propriate members of Congress •.•. as we The general also urged correspondent~ not 
have done in the past." to report on the decision to lift Mr. Carroll's 
· It was on or about this time that President credentials, according to the New York 
Johnson was coming to a conclusion that he Times. 
had toyed with for a year, not to run again. The jigsaw puzzle seems to be taking 
Sen. Eugene J. McCarthy had won a victory shape. It looks like a patient but momentous 
in New Hampshire, Robert F. Kennedy had shift in strategy. . 
thrown his hat in the ring, the President's 'General Westmoreland has been with­
poll rating was at a low point, and be under- drawn from the scene, Mr. Johnson is with• 
stood the profound significance of General drawing .from the scene, the tentative re• 
Westmoreland's request for massive reen- quest for 200,000 or more troops has appar• 
forcements, · ently been shelved, U, S, bombing has been 

Victory "l'n the historic sense," as General reduced in the north, and direct discussions 
Westmoreland ·was to say a little later, could at Paris are under way. While hotly disputed 
not be w?n; that is, without more troops. ,, officially, this could be interpreted as a fall 

On Friday, March 22, Mr. Johnson an- back in American positions. 
nounced that General Westmoreland would On the other hand fighting around Saigon 
come home before July to become Army has intensified, apparently with an eye on 
ch;ief of staff. There had .been reports t~at Paris peace talks.· . · 
this would happen, but Mr . Johnson demed Simultaneously there seems to be growing 
them. restlessness in the House of Repre~entat\ves 

Th~ general was personally identified with of the South Vietnamese at Saigon, a city 
the so-called search-and-destroy strategy. which has been under rocket attack. The 
Under him the controversial decision had United States is criticized for not do!ng more 
been made to hold Khe Sanh, where in' early. to defend South Vietnam or consultmg more 
March 6,000 Americans were surrounded by closely in the Paris talks, One Represent~-
20,000 enemy. General We~tmoreland had tive urged the United States to use atomic 
been promoted out of Vietnam command. bombs - · 
There were signs of a change of strategy. ~F 
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1-IILITARY BASES 
••• CONTINUED 

plicable this year as they were 
then. 

In the case of the army 
hospital for Viet Nam casual­
ties, for example, Japanese 
defense officials ~pproved loca­
tion of the hospital in the Oji 
section of Tokyo in Novemher. 
1965. Construction began in 
March, 1967, and no protests 
occurred until radical students 
took to the street with stones 
and staves last February. 

Not long afterward, Sato's 
right-hand man, the chief cabi 
net secretary, called the loca­
tion in a populous aera "unde­
sirable" and the welfare minis­
ter complained about the dan­
ger of contagious diseases 
spreading thru the neighbor­
hood. No mention was made of 
the earlier Japanese role in 
approving the site. 

Stick by Their Claim 
Concerning the radioactivity 

detected in Sasebo harbor dur­
ing a visit by the nuclear 
submarine, Swordfish, the .Jap­
anese assumed the American 
submarine was responsible and 
stuck by their claim despite an 
admission that conclusive proof 
was not available. A panel of 
three American nuclear ex­
perts, flown here from Wash­
ington, said the submarine 
could not possibly have caused 
radioactivity . 

But Japanese officials an­
nounced that no more nuclear 
ships would be permitted until 
a new system of radiation 
monitoring was established. 

The crash of the F-4 Phantom 
led to the cabinet decision to 
seek new land for the American 
base at Itazuke in Fukuoka 
city. 

The reason the furor still 
hasn't affected operations of 
the bases is that despite its 
public pronouncements, t h e 
Japanese government has not 
issued official requests that the 
United States curtail military 
activity. 

Play Down Trouble 
Some American officials play 

down the trouble, citing Sato's 
worries over the forthcoming 
July 7 election for the lower 
house of the diet [parliament]. 

Altha Sato has linked Japan's 
postwar prosperity with its 
defense pact with the United 
States, no Japanese offici~l has 
yet explained the necessity of 
having American bases here. 
To the contrary, Cabinet Secre­
tary Toshio Kimura told foreign 
correspondents t h a t Japan 
would welcome an American 
initiative in removing them if 
technological advances in weap­
onry should make such a 
move feasible. 
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'1 G l .. S . h White House. conae under graduating class academically . enera:' ·-to·. W· .,tc Mr. . .Eisenhower, S·herman at: West Point, and a member 
· · ·. ' · · , . fl Ad·ams, for saying little that is of· the Strategic Planning 
' i,.uhlicly audible. was it true, Group in the War Department :i,· ' F T lk w h·e was Biked here .in a rare in- for Gen. George C. Marshall at 
i , :rnn• a•· :· f- £111 ten• th t h d t t 11 war's end, he then spent three l, 
I 

·· . ii it, t, ·· . · ···. 

1

··. . M,I,·· ·.· ... : ._· .a, _r_. P:re;7ci:~t E~e~!~~ on :c:a. years at Princeton, gaining a L 
. . sion: "No, you can't do •that, m·aster's degree in englnttriilg 

By Murrey Marder 6Y2 years serv,ce .. intheV.h,te Mr.President." plus a master'sandadoctor's 
,wssrunatou Po,t Stal! Writer House under Presidents Eisen- With .a grin, Good,pastet degree in 4hephi1osophy Of in­

howcl' and Kennedy, and a softly replied: "-Y es...a.ibut you ternational relations. 
PARIS-:-The dragging talks continuing Ualson role be- don't do that too often!' ·At the ·White·House tl!rough 

Jlere on Vietnam.contain. a per- tween President Johnson and When Goodpaster ·,was se- the Eisenhower Administra­
sonal negotiate-or-fig-ht dead- Gen. Eisenhower from 1964 to lected to join the u.s, nego- tion, Goodpaster was the Pres­
llne, for. the· United States-de le· 1968, tiating team.here, the aJ'.!point- ident's iininediate assistant on 
gation's di5tioguished military The Goodpaster affinity for ment drew much behind-the- aa day-to-day matters in the 

.(ad.\'lser. anonymity has leH unrevealed scenes approval. President security field, including liaison 
· In early July, Lieut. Gen. until now the fact that for the Johnson, in 11164, had nomi. with the State and Defense 
Andrew Jackson Goodpaster, past rear, whHc serving as nated Mm for promotion to Departments, Central Intelli­

·No. 3 .man on the negotiating Commandant of the National three-star general,and Ambas- gence Agency and Atomic En­
.team, is scheduled· to shift to war College at Fort McNair, sador-at-Large w. Averell Har- ergy Commission. That job in­
the battlefield. He has been in Washington. he was also riman, who heads the U.S. ne- volved him in the Taiwan' 
designated deputy commander foeply immersed in studying gotiatocs here, was welcoming and Lebanon crises, the 1955 

: to Gen. Creighton Ahrams,.who the military-politicat-lJ)sycho' back an old friend. Geneva S11mmlt Conference, J 

r~plaoed"Gen. William C. West- logical problems of Vielnaro. Goodpaster had been one of the Suez crisis and the U-2 spy 1 
moreland as chief of U.S. Goodpaster's serviee in Viet- the first three officers on.the plane affair and the aborted 
forces. in Vdetna-m. nam until now ·.has been lim- scene to or.ganize. the Supreme · '1960 Paris Summit. 

. It does JJOt strike the meth- ited to a few official visits. But Headqua1,ters, Allied· Powers President Kennedy asked 
·odicall;r.minded General as the first came at a critical Europe, · for Gen .. Eisenhower'E Goodpaster to stay at the 
odd •that:he is·to move from an point: He was on 11he· mission Command, .He work~ with White House through March, 

.ornate conference room with headed by Presidential Assist- Harriman in 11151 and e-Arh 1961, Until the Eisenhower 
!tis adversfil'ies ·to a wartime ant McGeorg•e Bundy that was 1952. in formulating what be s'tfuctUre was remodeled to 
command iro st against the in South Vietnam in February, came known as the "ThreE Mr. Kennedy's taste. Goodpas­
;ame enemy. 1965, when the American bar, Wise Men" .repor-t, in whicll ter then became assistant to 

Goodpaster's career as an racks at Pleiku were attacked liarriman, Jean MODllet oJ the Chairman of the Joint 
".army intellectual" has mixed and the United States retal- France and Britain's Edwin Chiefs of Staff under Gen. 
soldiering and statecraft. It lated by illitiating the air war Plowden pJ!!)jected the inili- Maxwell D. Taylor, another 
brought him a Distinguished against North Vietnam, tary @d political objectives of military "egghead." In 1966 his 
Service Cross and other eom- Goodp,aster, lean, bespecta- the North Atlantic T~eaty Or- post was broadly extended to 
bat decorations in World war cled, scholary-looking, with ganl:Mtion. d_irector of the joint staff of 
n, midwife work in organizing white hair that appearsto.es• . The th~n Col. Goodpaster the Joint Chiefs, heading 400 
the postwar military. structure calate his age o:f 53, is noted, was broadly qualified f0r ex- officers on that staff, plus 400 

. of the North Atlalltic Alliance, as was ihis long-time, taciturn tramilita·ry duty. Second in his Other military specialists. 
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l~~rench Crisis Tests: Bonn Ties 
'By Din Morgan ·1 tory · ior the GaQllists ha 'memb~rsi;llp. -Bit: For~ign Off- rescuing •!be French economy, 

. ,Wasb.inltan Po,Uoreirn aerv1c,. faile~. to dispel deep German ice officials ~aid'this ·we-ek, the thruugh acceptance of limited 
'BONN-The long French skeptw1sm about the .future of :French p~edlCatn'ent .probably . t ta d rt b 

G • , · 1 l • • Gaullism,i.n France. 'on Tues,: cannot be·used, .. to promote the 1~~c•_r quo s an expo iu · 
,erm~n specia re ationship, day the'. West German press BritiRh cause since the Bl'itish sid1es, poses fewer problems in 

the. pil.1,,r of Bonn's European rendeied an almost unani- economy i:i~ '.shown little iln- Bonn than Ip.ight be expected. 
poUc~', is· facing new tests ill l!Ious verdict that the real irrovemr,nt,..Non-German diplo- Bb'nn economists have ·little 
the shadow· of France's domes- tests lay ahead, _inatic source~.: llere contend desire to see West Germany's 
ti,e,troubles. Many West Germans, partic- -~nn is mote· _interested in already heavy export surplus, 
i The . G;rmans are not yet ularly members of the con- :u,in!! the oppo_~unity to get aided, by French demand, ere­

. 1 . . servat.ive Christian Demo- frenrh concesSLons on Com• ate new pressures for an up­
fery worrted about.the.future cratic Party, took de Gau1le's .mon Market agricultural pay- ward-r~valuation of the Ger-
of the relationship, but the Red scare to heart. Sillce it is me~ts. man Mark. 
spectacular events of the last now ~.pparent th·at France -is • East European policy. De- However, concern is -being 
two months· have forced politi- not to be ruled by a Commun-i spit~ West Ger.man hopes, ,the voiced in certain industries 
cians here to start thinking se- ist-don:inated regime ready to' Frcnc~ have bee~ ot no visib}e prin_cipally automobiles and 
. . . · recog:uze East Germany and he1p m. .promotmg Bonn m textijes, that the French mea­
tiously ID terms of Germany aissolvP ties w/th NATO and Eastern -Europe. Offidals be- sure·s· could throw off produc-
without. de Gaulle. the Cummon Market, more im- lieve they will be less so after I.ion plans. 

Pre s.i .d e n.t de Gaulle, mediate points of friction are de Gaulle's pre•electioll cam-. The net affect of the French 
wr;ipped up with other prob- being examined. paign against the French Com- uphtrvals is caution and 
lem8, has postponed his an- These include: mun;st.s. walchfulness in Bonn. For the 
_nual visit from July until at .. The Common Markel. • French troops. Rumors in past 20 months Bonn's foreign 
;least September. It may never France's proposal for special May that d:e Gaulle was-r.ecall- policy has been that de Gaulle 
be quite the same again be- exceptions to the July 1 re- ing some of the- 60,000 ·troop.s cannot be pressured-'-'Or chal­
tw~en the General and the moval of internal- tariffs so far in West Germany to put down lenged. This is still so. Even 
collc,rtive·1eaders'hip.in charge! has received grudging _accept,.. rioting pl'(W. ed wu_ou.nded. But witnin the. S.ocial Democratic 
in West Germany. ance from the BaDD Foreign some .. cfficials fear- this could Party, which deeply resents-de 

On May 30, Foreign Minis- Office and industrial leaders. happen if more trouble occurs. Gaulle's imperious reject' an 
ter Willy· Brandt voiced the West Germany had counted on Fre11ch .observers· 'doubt this, of Britain, French-German co­
general un~asiness in Parlia- a _7 ·to 8 per cent export in- but ])QIDt out in the _light of operation remains the basis 
ment when he said: "France creai;c in 1968 to its biggest recent drains 011,French ·mone- for l!:uropean integration. 
will, perhaps, hopefully- trading partner, to whom . it tary resen•es tbat ,the 'troops J.n both' parties, there . are 
'hopefully' broadly underlined sold $12,5 billion in goods last ar~ the only foreign ones here those who share bis vision: of a 
-find its way and at the same ye~r. This hope is now being not. coven!d by ·a foreign ex- L'nitf-d DUl'Ope, though lateJy 
time become . in German- scaled dow11 in light of the chaug~ offset arrangement. · it has been the Germans them­
fcench cooperation and in Eu- French special measures, and ·• Joint projects. Conces- selves, and not, de Gaulle, who 
ropean integration what it German officials insist that sions to French workers is have been picking their way 
must become." , the.;e measures be subject to a ~een here -as inevitably push- toward that goal. 
· Nobody in West Germany is strict time limit. ing up the. costs of such joint De ~aulle showed the Ger­
ready to challenge de Gaulle, • British entry in the Mar- endeavors as tile European mans bow national power can 
or suggest that •the center of ket. Chancellor Kiesincer has Airbus., about which the Ger- oe used. Whether there is a 
European power has begun to hinted that Freneb leaders man airline Lufthansa already Germa_il strong enough to pick 
i11on irolll Paris to Bolln. But havt welched on the agreed- has expre,wcl ~•tio~. up- the torch after his depar­
J:ast S1111day's first election vie- upon phased plan for British The IJnmedlate problem of ture remains to be seen. 

1o;.y 
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MILITARY CARGOES I SOVIET BID LINKED C-5 TEST FLIGHT JOHN~ON IN PLEA 
TIE~ UP, U.S. SAYS TO MISSILE COSTS CALLED SUCCESS FOR CURB ON ARMS 
By EDWARD A. MORROW 
The nation's largest sh!pp .. r. 

the Military Sea Tran,purlatinn 
Service, reported yesterday that 
24 vessels carrying militari;,. 
supplies exclush'cly h,n c hecn 
tied up by the tw,,-ciay strike 
of the National Maritime l!ninn, 

A spokesman lur 1lw a~ency 
in Washington suit1 t11at tl1c 
walkout, which began at 12:0 l 
A.M., Saturday, had immobilized 
13 freighters chartered by the 
agency under long-term con­
tract or operated for it by 
steamship companies under 
general agency agreements. The 
remaining vessels were tankers, 

In past strikes maritime 
unions have either made 
arrangements before a strike 
for the clearance of military 
car~oes or swiftly instituted 
such arrangements as soon as 
a strike was under way. 

Apparently M.S.T,S. believed 
such arrangements may he 
made today at a meeting 
,cheduled with the union, for 
the spokesmen said it was "not 
diverting" any vessels from 
normal operations. 

To Spend $170-Million 
The scope of the agency's 

operations can be gathered 
from the fact it expects to 
spend $17O-million for shipping 
charges during the fiscal year 
that begins today. 

Twelve other ships were im­
mobilized yesterday as they ar­
rin•d from foreign ,·oyages. The 
union estimated that l 16 had 
been tied up on Saturday. 

According to an Associated 
Press dispatch from San .Juan, 
P. R,, .Joseph Curran. presidrnl 
qf the 5.1,000-mC'mhl"'r union, 
believes the ,1rikr "will be " 
:;hort one." Since Mr. Curran 
is rxpected to st.Jy in San Juan 
until tomorrow. he will mi:-'.-. 
the arbitration meeting sched­
uled hv arbitrator Theodore w. 
Kheel -for this morning at thr 
request of the Maritime ,en· 
1cc Committee and the Tanker 
ServicP Committe~. 

The two groups act as bar· 
gaining agents for 7;1 comp,1-
nie-. that operate 576 vessels. 

The union is seekini?; an in­
crease in basic wages and over­
time amounting to approxi­
mately 5 per cent and the addi• 
tion of 15 days to the annual 
vacation of 60 they now have. 
These gains are being sought 
under a clause in the four-yea, 
contract expiring next year 
that permits the union to re­
open the contract twice. 

Management negotiators con­
tend that the union has ex­
hausted its rcr,peners. Thry 
fear th,1t should they accede 11, 
the drmands ot!wr marilimr 

CONTINUED PAGE 2 

B) RA \1110ND H- ANfl!:RfiON 

, irl Union's lnn::!,-awailrd Rn· 

noimcrmcni• 1hi~ wrr.k thAI 11 
w~s rr;:i.dv to rrspond to rrrc.,f 
c1rn ,lnhn,,on·s arrral fnr 1~11':. 
n11 !1111ilinr::: cn;;;li~· ;rnli111i·~·-ilt> 
~y:.ifl1l~ ::irpl",11rrl In :~IP1'rJ f:·nin 

twf) painfu\ly \i;'arh~rl d~1 i 
S!Dr!-!. 

Th~ burden ('1f rfi\'ert inf; hi! 

lt-:itt; ,,f ruble-; nf inadeql!ali?­
investment fund, would sevPTP• 
ly strain the ecnnomy for the 
next decade, compelling the 
leadership to shelve or sharply 
curtaail urgent projects to mod 
rrni7.P fnd11i:;try and a_grirullur,.. 
Mrc1 to r;ii,so livin~ st;inrlarn,. 

ThP Sri\·irt: AuthnritiM ::;"'i'll\ 

tn h:.1\·P rPliJr'J~nlly 1'P;1linr! 
that 111~ ~;:Jrri(in.,_o:; µnrl P'-:1'.'1 

ti(J11t; in ~l\1'n1i,ti?'I£' tn huilrJ titi 

1rnpregn::ih!P ~hiPlrl 11griinst. r-11,,, 
m,:; niissilP~ a!mns( rPrla111h· 
w011ld he futile. , 

The realization of futilitv is 
thought to have overriden inn­
cern over economic sacrificr-;. 
Jn the view of analysts here. 
the Soviet Union, as the Unitr,d 
Slates. would pay virtually any 
price for a defense system that 
wr>uld assure is against de­
s.I rurtinn hy mlssile.o:; armrd 
with nuclear warheads. 

Soviet willin~nr~.'i tn f1•r;_.:f1 
m;.1t<'rial t":omforts for 1 hr: :-.~kr 
11( national <lrrrnsr. w;is ffr111 

nn~tra1Prl in thP. y£';:irs afkr 
Nlrl War ll. The rnunt rv r1f 
d11rod Jnw living standar'ds In 
finanrP a r;1pid prn.:rr1.ni In rlr. 
nlnp nurl•ar hnmhs anrl nlh<r 
rrinrif:!rt1 WPar.on~ inlPndf'd 1n 
;irhif'rP. a. h;;il;rnn' w1lh t!w 
L1nitrd Stale.,. 

Futility Is />ilrrssrd 
ThP. annnuncrinr111. Thurs•l...i\ 

h.1· forfign Mini.slrr Andrp1 .\. 
Grom,·ko thaL Mnsrnw fa1-nred 
·pffortS to curh <1ntimis~ilP <lr­
ff'nscs W.:1$i. srrn ln rffr,·t ;u, ::t 

t~nnfp~_sirm 1'1:-tl atlrrnpt:. In 
builrl surh rlofe11se.s wo11td he 
folil', 

1:hP. conr111.':.ion rrprP:,,r-nt ·, ~ 
fP,\"€r~al of ~n\'11:'f ~tr::tl~;::.v 
thinkin~. Early m flir n1netrrn 
s1xlir:;;, ·11w Snv·if'I llnion mr1<iP 
an effort In <lr11Jny enti111is,;iJr 
,v,tcms Jnrl Nik1la :,;. Khnrch 
r:·hr.v. thr.n 1hr. nation·s lrarlr1. 
1"aid th<1I Snvie.l 1rntimis~ilc, 
could "hil a fly in lhe sky." 

The hoast nnw appear::: In 

have heen premallu P. Thr 
primiti, e antimissile installa­
lions were srrapped ~nd a new 
program was undertaken In dP­
velop defenses rarahlr <1[ inl 0 r 
repting and Qp!'-;troyinr:, .1hr 
mor~ advanced attack m1sc,ile•, 
develnpe,d hy the United Stair,,. 
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Marietta, Ga., ,June 30 1,~:­
The biggest airplane in the 
world, the C-5 Galaxy, made its 
first test flight today after fail• 
ing to gel off the ground yester· 
day. The Air Force and the 
plane's builder, Lockheed-Gear• 
gia Company, called the flight 
highly successful. 

Leo ,r. Sullivan, the test pilot, 
said, "We had minimum, mini­
mum problems," as the 248-ton 
aircralt frew over north Geor­
gia for slightly more than an 
hour and a half. 

"Handles Beautifully" 
"She handles beautifully, 

beautifully," Mr. Sullivan ra• 
dioed lo the control tower lime 
and again. 

Tom May, pmident of Lock­
heed-Georgia, said numerous 
tests made during the flight 
prove that there are practically 
no engineering limitatiC/ns to 
building bigger planes, How­
ever, he said he doubts the 
world is ready for them now. 

''We have preliminary plans 
for airplanes weighing over a 
million pounds," he said. And 
he . added he was certain jet 
engines could be built with 
enough thrust to fly them. 

Asked About Vietnam 
Among the few invited ob­

sen·ers was R. H. Charles, As, 
sistant Secretary of the Air 
Force, who noted it will be at 
least a year and a half before 
the plane's military valµe 'can 
be realized to any' extent. 

Mr. Charles was asked what 
effect the C-5 might have on the 
war in Vietnam. 

He replied: "I hope the war 
in Vietnam will be over. It (the 
C-5) will carry. practically all 
the Army's equipment. We will 
lake what we need, when we 
need it, anywhere in the 
world." 

There were some min!)r prob­
lems today, including trouble 
with the mammoth landing 
gear, which would not retract 
completely. 

One Bad "Bogie" 
In the main landing gear, 

there are 24 wheels fitted into 4 
separate "bogies." Each "bo­
gie" is .supposed to retract, but 
one of them would not, so Mr. 
Sullivan left all of them down. 

Spokesmen said the plane 
could easily have landed on any 
three sets of wheels. There are 
four other wheels in the nose 
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BY U.S. AND SOVIET 
Ry FRED P. GRAHAM 
Sprr.ia.J. to The- };{w Yar..1: 'I\mu 

NASHVILLE, Tenn., June W 
-President Johnson called' to­
day for the Hmted States and 
the Soviet Union to act to bring 
under control the expensive 
antiballistic-m1ssile race and the 
competition in offensive atomic 
arms. 

This can he done. the Prcsi· 
dent said, "in ways which do 
not endanger the security of the 
United States, our allic,, or 
others." 

The arms-control statement 
was made in a brief comment 
inserted in a speech on conser­
vation delivered by Mr. Johnson 
at the dedication of a new dam 
here. 

Mr. Johnson said he would 
have more to say on the sub• 
ject on Monday. There was 
speculation that he might an· 
nounce details of arrangements 
for a meeting between United 
States and Soviet representa· 
tives to discuss an agreement 
for limiting antiballistic-missile 
development and deployment. 

The President's statement wa, 
his first on the subject sine, 
Andrei A. Gromvko, the soviet 
Foreign Ministe;, announced in 
Moscow on Thursday that the 
Soviet Union was ready to open 
discussions on limiting the ar.ti­
ballistic defense system. 

Senate Backs Program 
Mr. Johnson again hailed the 

treaty to prevent the spread of 
nuclear weapons, worked out 
by the United States and so,·iet 
delegations to the Geneva dis• 
arrnamf'nt nr.gntiatinns and 
steered by the two nations to 
approval i,y the United Nation, 
General Assembi)'· The treaty 
is to be signed Monday at the 
White House, then sent to the 
Senate for ratification. 

Aller praising the treat,,. Mr. 
Johnson declared: 

"We must now turn to a task 
at least equally complex and 
difficult: to bring under control 
the nuclear arms race-in of­
fensive and defensive weapons 
-in ways which do not en­
danger the security of the l 1nit­
ed States, our allies, or others. 

"It would be easy for the 

CONTINUED PAGE 2 
PREPARED IY THE AIR FORCE (SAF-M) AS EXECUTIVE AGENT FOR 'I'll! DOD TO BRING TO n1E ATTEIITtOII OF KEY DEF!:NSE Df;PAJT· 

ll!NT PERSOIIIIEL MAfflRS Wl1111N 111E1R OFFICIAL RESPONSIBILITIES. NO OTIIER USE OF 11115 PIJILICATtON IS AimllltlZtD. 
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C-5 TEST CALLED 
S:J::;C~SS •• ,Continued 
gear. 

Two of the aluminum dust 
guards on the wheel mounts 
were blown off. but a spokes 
man said this was comparable 
to losing hub caps off an auto 
mobile. · 

Fifty-eight C-5s are scheduled 
for delivery to the Air Force by 
1971 at a cost of $1.800,000.000 
This will make United States 
airlift capability 10 times what 
it was in 1961. 

Can Carry 350 Soldiers 
The C-5 can carry 350 troops 

and all of their equipment. 
The various control systems 

aboard the big plane, which are 
computer operated. received 
special attention during the tesl 
flight. 

Through use of the wheel, Mr . 
Sullivan passed his intentions 
along to the computers, which 
actually manipulated the con­
trols, 

The C-5's top speed during the 
maiden flight was 230 miles an 
hour. It flew at an altitude of 
10,000 feet. 

Besides Mr. Sullivan, a native 
of Pomona, Cal., others in the 
crew were the co•pilot, Walter 
E. Hensleigh, 47, a native of 
Centerville, Miss.; Lt. Col. Joe 
Schiele, the Air Force's chief 
lest pilot, who took the controls 
for about five minutes; E. Mit­
tendorf, a Lockheed fli~-test 
engineer, and Jerome H. Ed­
wards, flight engineer. 

,;u:-JNSON IN f LEA FOR 
ARHS CURB, •• Cont'd 
United States and the Soviet 
Union to continue on the pres• 
ent course of piling weapons 
,y:,u0 n1 on weapons-system, di­
' erting hill ions upon billions of 
d,,Jlars, while adding nothing to 
1!,; security of either country," 
the. President said. 

"But the time i:c; now at hand 
1n find security in a more ra­
tJnnal way, he concluded. 

The Soviet announcement 
,·ame three days after the 
l'nited States Senate vc:,ted ap• 
prnval of a $5.5-billion missile­
defense program, the Sentinel 
antihallistic missile system, 

The Soviet move was linked 
to the Senate action by Sen­
alnr Henry M. Jackson, Dem­
nnat nf Washington, an Ad· 
ministration l•ader. "This was 
one of our objections-to im• 
prove the chance that Moscow 
would start talking," he said. 

The Soviet Union is believed 
lo h• well advanced already in 
nmstruction of an antiballistic 
missile network around Mo!I~ 
rnw. The Defense Department 
rstimatcs tl1at the Soviet Union 
will have more than 1,000 
land-hased intcrcnntinental hal• 
li,tic missiles by the middle nf 
nrxt year. 

Mr. Johnson flew tn Tennes­
see today lo honor old political 
friendships and to promote a 
''new conservation" campaign 
lo preserve natural playgrounds 
near poulation centers. 
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-b~T bID LINKED 
:r'.ISSITJ<: COSTS-Cont 

_ A (P~V \T;.i1·~ ~t::n, th•• P11', 

r;;.1,111~ hrg;m tll'fllnvrnrri I nf ;i 

TH'W ~\'S(f'lll ;ir111111d Mn•.- riw 
;111d v,,r!'P. r,•r1rrd to hr pl:,11 
n111g '" r~lrrul 11 1l1r111u;ll llir­
n~t11m Thi-: ;illr111p1 111 .::,:.-1i11 ;1 
"'trr1trci1· r1rlir1.nL1;.,:l'I <11Tr 1!w 
ll1i1!rrl S!cil(',<: 11],J•\\ L'-1"' \\;,,, 

quirhl\' nnl!1(1rl!. l!J,. Pr•11l,..ig,H1 
Tf' ... rnnrkrl ,v11h ~ h1J:ld 1:p nl 
flr1l1i~li(' 111i-,:·;1lr:, wilh ,.,l1f'n::1h 
Pt'!Pri ni-nlr1•(1nn ;ind i11q11·ri1, ,,rJ 
n·,1:,.1\·p /('dmiqw·.~ .:-l_c1in•;1 .-ur: 1 

rn1~:-.il~ rldrn.,,0 
Pl(l_]('ilinr:: ll1h p;i111'11·1 ,\! 

rirtinn ;ind rrarl 111n 1n1n 1!11 

fiil1irf'. thf' Sn\"ir--t lr;Hkr"sh:i: 
'-f'PnH; \n ho\·p cnncluded t h:11 
~nlitni<.:•dlr drrrr,~1''< :i_gain,,;I 111" 
llnilf'ri St;.drs ;nr ;:i_ p1rNlrr-;nq 

Fnrci~n ~lini<..lrr (\rn111\•\i_,, 

~ppParrrl to !ill 111 h1.\ :-.ri::-1 r \i 
tn lhP. ::;upl'f'l11P Sm·ir·t tl1r1I \hi•, 
t1~ns1nr1 ;inrl a 1·i:-l,3,trrl .1ppr.~l 
fn1 worlrlw1clP rli,;;_H"111;J11w111 11,11! 

Re';i'Plf w;~;d Label 
j 

Shells'U.S.NerveGas1~--

Saigon, June :w (Spceial)-A1:U111rities here han 
seized a Communist diredive 011tlini;1µ: the prnd11dion r1f 

chemkal mortar 8hc1!8 to be labe\d 1Yith phony l:nit8<l 
States markings tlesignati11g them ~s deadly ner\'e gns. 

The tlol'ument, captured re:·t:nt-
lv b,· l/ .S. forees he'r'E\ it))Jlt'itl'l'd li i 11e ,\ 'f'l:H,ri,·;tn Jll <tdll<·b; lo '11: - '.f:;•­
t;1 I,~, part of a fut.u1e Com1nu- t,;llf.' inil;,111 1,r nH\"f' µ·:1~. · 
11i.st altPlllJJt to smear A1:1crintn 1·.s. fo1·1•t!-i have U.'-f•d tllf' tt·~ 
ft)lt'(•~. Jl cu11tai11:-. i11c..:(ructiol'iS · :ind tN1r J.::a~ fdt <i(T:tsi11n, bJt ·:.11t 
~m how to JH'Od~Jl'f.: 80-mm l'h('m-, Ua~ dp;-:dly 11H':e g<,!-. 
1cnl rnortar shells am! grcnmks. It \\fl~ L( 1ii-'.Ld lhat tht: E<:c!"; 

A Circle ·Markin~ intf:nd tn f: 1·e t:,e l<;',1nd~ .. th1;ll 

Aftel' outlining manufac·Luring · t·xhi11it 1hc111 ns '"(:Yidtnee·' th;,t 
tE>rh11iques, the. directive in- A.rnt•rira !i;,s int.ruilur(:d nt=i,·e 
s\ructs that the shells be painted 
rinJ labeie<l i•USA" aiong ·with gHs i:1t,1 ~r.(;' \'ktrnim •,i::,t. 

Lhl' rirde markinl!,' U:-ie<l On gen-: -.Jost-ph Frit:d 
.1rnu:-erl hn.:;!1litv ;1111cin,i:: ::-.;nrwl ~------------------------, 
rnil<lary lrardri anrl othrrs in 
t~e l•arl•r.,h,p. PALTIMORE SUN the announcement "will have 

I na rema,·k thal sl11,,k ,hi' 1 July 1968 p4 great significance in temis of 
ln1na1, as a1111r<l al <lisot ma arms control and control over 
n1rnt (n;,,~ wfthin /hP, S1n 1 1r-! 

llninn, Mr. C.rnnl\'kn rfrirlarM'J: TALKS HINTED weaponry.'' 
''We .,ay In 11,- pse11rlo-the The Vice President gave this 

n1·•li1·ian.s, wlln II)' In I eprna,·'1 Information while being inter-
'" anrl all .,nrrnrtNs nr rli.,a 1111 ON ARMS RACE viewed on the CBS television-ra­:,inwn1 !.h~t <lisannarnr-nt is iHI 
illu.,i«11-vnu are marrhin~ 111 dio program "Face the Nation." 
ster, wilh 1hr 11,n,1 rlirl,;ml _____ ABC radio reported today that 
lnrcr., nf hnrrrial"' 1cad11>11 Mr, Johnson will say he is seek 
and therehv are wr;rkrn1ng 1hr Johns.on Message Expected · 
frr•nl nf ,tru,:~l• ·;igainst it." mg a face-to-face meeting with 

Allhn11gh rnnsidrralinns n' -Today At Pact Signing Soviet Premier Alexei Kosygin 
,,·onnmic strain a1·e ,rrnnda,, --- on the subject of arms control. 
in Sovirt drcisinn-ma~ing n'n Washington, June 30 IA'e--Sign- It added that the President re-
rlP.plnvmrnt· of antimissile rl•• Ing of the Nuclear Non:Prolifer- gards the sn. eech as the most 
lenses, they are . nonethrle:,, 
fm midah\e. ation Treaty at the White House important of his career, 

The Sovirt prnplr, after <lo,·- tomorrow is expected to bring a Direct Talks 
~r1es nr deprivalion, are fin• statement from president John- CBS d M h 
;t/lr hr.;::inning In nllt"in snmr reporte r. Jo nson 
nf the cnn,fnrt, nr 111nrlern tifr son that talks are being ar- will announce the beginning of 
R<1rl ar• rlemanrlin~ rn«re. ranged between the United direct talks but without saying 

Ten ,.,.ars li~n a S111ir1 fa1111l.1· Sales and the Soviet Union on when or where they will be or 
was n,·,·riny•<l In rwrive a,n· the nuclear arms race, 
kin~ nr apartment, nn m.111.r, who will conduct them. 
how ,hahhilv cnnstrnclrrl. N11w The President hinted at this The ceremony. starting at 
ii insist, nn an ap<1rt111rn1 ,,f yesterday in a speech at Nash- 11.30 A.M. is being given live 
i:11nrl quality. Tho same pre, ville, saying he would have an coverage by the principal televi-
s11re rnr ~11ality aprlirs to '"°" announcement at the multi-na- sion and radio networks. 
sumrr i;nocl.o:. Th ne t e t · t d t A rji1-rrr.r11" of funds ran~u,;: tion ,ceremony in the East e w r a, 1s expec e o 
lrnni $20-billinn to ~40,b1ll1nn Room. Qualified observers to. be signed here by 50 or more 
fnr an Pin! imi,;;:c;:lr· ,,_v~~t:rn wn11lti day said this will be 8 confir- nations. Notices of intention to 
be hnrn., ma,nlv hv rhr ,·nn- sign were still being received 
.,11111,rs. rnation of an early start on today at the State Department 

Foreign Mini,IN c;r0111.1·1w·• talks dealing with both offensive and the closeo{lff time was .set 
~lnmny ,·rpnrr: this wrck on and defensive nuclear weapons. for 10 A.M. tomorrow. Signings 
Cnm111 11 n"' China's rlnrr<:nin~ Vice President Hubert H. will take place tomorrow in 
hno;;tilitv tnwnrrl !lw Snvirt 
1 ·ninn ·, 11~~cstrrl thal Mos«,.w Humphrey gave further weight London and Moscow, also. 
must l'nntin11r 10 , nn,idrr 1hr to thi!: speculation today when Pact To Stay Open 
pnssihil,tv nf a n11 c:l,·ar a:t", k he said "a very substantial After these opening-day cere-
fr11111 thr1t d1rrction. · h t ']l · 

Ani· limitation nr antimi,silr breakthrough has been made" momes, t e pac wt remam 
svstrms worked 0111. with thr on the question of de-escalation open for further signatures, and 
rinitr,rl su:c., 111ay l.lirrctc,,·, of the costly arms race. Administration officials expect 
prnvidr a thin shield, ,,, Mr. Humphrey declined to 100 or so nations ultimately will 
planned by tl1e United Slate:<, . subscribe to the treaty, which 
Jnr protection aga1ns1 Chmo's give details in advance 01 Mr. they describe as the most im• 

1,e_l_e1_n_cn_l_a_ry_n_u_,_;le_. "_r_a_,·_sr_n_o_l _ _,__Jo_hn_sc_,n_'s_d_i_sc_l_os_u_re_b_u_t_s_ai_d--, ])Ortant disarmament agreement 
of the nuclear age. 

v.ILITARY CARGOJ!:S THO 
Uf •• ,Continued 
unions would again approach 
them under the "me too" 
clause. . . 

This clAuse, mscrted into 
maritime contracts in 1965, 
nermito; one union to claim 
benefits equal to those achiel'ed 
bv another union. 
• The clause involved a theo­

retical parity among the unions 
that · was never established. 
Consequently, Government sta­
tistics indicate, labor costs 
have risen 30 per cent in the 
maritime field since 1965 in-

2 

stead uf the planned 3.2 per 
cent per year. 

The strike has caught man­
agement almost completely un­
aware. IL was not until last 
Tue,day that the N.M.U. used 
rhe wofd "stoppage,, in a tele­
gram to management stipulat­
ing t:1e demands, a manage­
ment spokesman said. 

The two management groups 
that charge the union has vio­
lated the "no-strike" provisions 
of its contract were expected to 
ask Mr. Kheel for a "back to 
work order" or to seek a court 
injunc:tion prohibiting the 
strike. 
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The treaty would bar its nu­
elearpower signatories from 
supplying atomic weapons to 
non-nuclear stales, while the 
latter would pledge not to a❖ 
quire such arms. 

It is to become effective after 
ratification by the 3 major nu­
clear powers and by a mini­
mum of 40 other slates, 

Rusk Expected 'l'o Sign 
Dean Rusk, Secretary of 

State, is expected to sign for the 
United States, and Mr. Johnson 
hopes for Senate ratification la­
ter this month. 
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-f SENATE MAY CUT Escalated War Game·s 
'. BILLION FROM AID 

By JOSEPH R. L. STERNE 

[Washington Bureau. of '1'/1 s Sun.] 

End in Czechosloyakia 
Washington, June 30-Forci~n NEW YORK TDIBS By Kenneth Ames 

aid will be on the butchers l July 1968 P39 eoec1a1 to'l'h,W,.hln,to•Post 

block once again as Congress PRAGUE, June 30 - Th e 
drives !or an adjournment be- AN JCBM IS REPORTED Warsaw Pact war ,games, ad-
fore the Republican National wrtised as a small command-
Convention in early August. DEVELOPED IN CHINA staff exercise and carried out 

as a full-dress operation m-
House and Senate experts are MOSCOW, June 3Q (AP) _ valving more than 9000 Com-

worried that the final appropri- Communist sources said today munlst troops, ended on sched­
ation might be a billion dollars that Communist China had ule today in Czechoslovak1a. 
below the $2,961,475,000 request- developed its first Interconti- The weeks-Jong military ex­
ed by President Johnson. nental Ballistics Missile, broad- erclse brought troops from the 

one factor that could preveni ening a nuclear capability that Soviet Union, Poland, Hun­
an even greater cut is a desire :Peking says includes a hydrogen gary and East Germany to 
On the part of Republican law- bomb. join those of Czechoslovakia. 

The sources reported it was b f m Ru makers to avoid embarrassment their understanding that the Official !i servers ro · 
for the GOP President they ted mania were present and there 

d t missile has not been tes , were unconfirmed reports that 
hope to see inaugurate nex but that its construction had Bulgarian units participated. 
January \Jeen completed in the last few 

· f ' D I d days. 'The missile was described The maneuvers took place 
Dra tmg e aye ~l'< ready for trial use. amid pressure on t ll e n e w 

They would hate lo have him s"""" to Th• New Y""' T1me, Prague leadership from h er 
cast in the position of having to Communist neighbors to keep 
rescue the foreign aid program WASHINGTON, June 30 tlu! lJJberallzatlon drive from 

Military sources here said the ttl t f t J 
-perhaps with an emergency information available to them geA ~t~t~m~ntco~ef~ased by 
funding request. indicated that the Chinese mis- Mal. Gen. Josef Poceplcky, 

Ominously signaling wha.t lies sile program had not progressed spokesman for the exercise, 
ahead for the perennially· em- so far as the Moscow report reported that participating 
battled program was the Senate stated. staffs "are now engaged In 
Foreign Relations Committee's L-----------, evaluatln-g fue exercise a ud 
quiet decision last Thursday to Mont.), !be majority leader, fi. holding d1scussions on the ex­
delay final drafting of its bill nally agreed !be best way lo periences gained." 
until the House acls. handle the situation was to wait The statement further said 

Senators hostile to foreign aid until after the House acted. that results of the exercise, 
wanted to wail and see how Then the Senate committee will for some reason not ell,plained, 
much the House as a whole will 'be placed before the G!n­

hastily draft its bill and send it t 1 c 'tt f th c e ho-restrl·cts and cut.'l the ra omm1 ee o e z c 
to the floor for action in the slovak Communist Party 

$3,364,725,000 bill approved by week beginning Monday, July "whose participation at the 
the House Foreign Affairs Com- 15. analysis is being counted on." 
mittee. Then, quite obviously, However small the authoriza- "The units which acted as 
they will get in their licks. tion bill may be, the foreign aid marker troops and signal and 

Seven Republicans on the program will face further cuts logistics ulliits are preparing 
House committee have publicly when Congress takes Jate-ses- for departure to their Joca• 
announced they wiU fight for sion action on appropriations tions and the PU'blic will be In­
another $400,000,000 reduction, bills providing funds within the formed to the greatest possi-
. J h d h th · Ible extent on the results of me uding two w o have sai limits set in t e au or1zation the eicercise at a press confer-
they will try to kill the entire measure. ence to be held on July 2 or 
measure-a bid that failed by · Particularly at this stage, 3, .. Cri!n. Pocepicky's statement 
only eight votes a year ago, there will be great pressure for ended. 

If the latter tactic succeeds cuts because of the new tax-in- This was the case of the mil-
this year, Administration Demo- crease Jaw which called for a ltary exercise which escalated, 
crats would be forced to go $6,000,000,000 reduction in actual or, more properly, the deal 
back to committee and draw up spending by the Government. forced on Czechoslovakia by 

cir ti II d d • If Congress does the expected the Soviets which leaked out a as ca Y re uce measure, only gradually, There have 
to prevent actual dismantling of, by chopping the fo~ign aid pro- been repeated denials over ,the 
the Agency for International] gram close to the $2,000,000,000 past few weeks that there was 
Development. ' level, the chief reduction would anything unwmal about the 

House action is tentatively set be made in the development maneuvers, de s crib e d as 
(or July 9 and 10 provided the loan, fund providing long-term "purely routine liaison opera-

tions." House Rules Committee clears credits to nations, outside the As one example of duplicity, 
the · way, as expected, · in a Western Hemis!)here, It was originally denied that 
meeting Tuesday. Smaller slices also would be East German troops would be 

During last Thursday's likely for the Allian~e for frog- partl<lipating, since C:aechoslo-
closed-door meeting of the Sen- ress, suppo;tlng assistance for vak relations with that neigh• 
ate Foreign Relations Commit- th C 1 1 boring country were so tense. 
t th • - nations on ,e ommun Sr pe-
ee, ree conllictmg viewpomts Ji Saturday, however, was the 

were evident. One group fa. rlphery and perhaps mi ·tary as- first official admission that 
vored- acceptance of the Reuse sistance. East German forces had been 
committee figure as the best Uncertain at this stage it the directly Involved. 
the Administration could hope fate. of .,a separate request of Ku!turny ztvot, a Czechoslo­
for. Another wanted the bill $120,000,000 t.o finance arms vak literary weekly newspa­
chopped la $2,000,000,000 and credit sales to friendly coun- per, said, "The play has devel­
stlll another • group favored an tries. oped according to the 1trlet 
a u I h or i z a t i o n . of only · Resistance to the arm's sales rules of drama. In the spring 
'1,800,000,000. One senator said is fierce in the Senate commit- it was 1&id there would be no 
be would not vote for anything tee, which long has been ~he exercise and no uerclsa was 
over $1,000,000,000. key base in Congress for resist• contemplated. In the eecond 

Senator Man sf i e 1 d (D., ance to !be Vietnam War. sta·ge, It was te:iativeJ.y admit-

J 
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ted that a tiny and ordinary 
exercise of staffs was being 
prepared. People not well ac­
quainted with military matter11 
visuallzed staff offflcel'S over 
maps shifting small tanks in a 
sand table game." 

'l1he paper continued with 
heavy irony, "The true play 
started when the preiis secre, 
,tary of the Ministry of De­
fense reminded us iliat staff 
exercises need signal rlroops, 
estimated ~ about one battal­
ion. Then 1n rapid auccesslon 
so-called aecur.i.ty units and 
marking units were added, 
then tanks and 8ircraft and 
the whole gllttertng cast was 
on st.age. 

Kultwny Zlvot then cites 
the case of the innocent man 
of Trutnov "who did not 
grasp the director's intentions 
and In some alarm telephoned · 
Prague Radio to report that 
Soviet columns acnd tanks had 
been marching through his 
town for four hours." 

The newspaper draws the In­
ference, flnlt, that the "dlrec, 
,tor of the play" was 111ot a 
Czechoslovak, and, second, 
that the falhn~ to provide 
complete and rlruthful ac­
counts of Intentions has cre­
ated a crisis of confidence be­
tween the government and na­
tion. 

Some expert observers be­
lieve this may have been pre­
cisely the main object of the 
exercise. From the outset, it 
has been clear that the lment 
was more political than mlll­
tary: a crude attempt at &a· 
ber-rattliJlg to ,Jet the COlllle1'V• 
ative Czechoslovak poLltlcal el­
emelllts know the Russians are 
still there to b-,cl: them if 
needed, 

The presence at one stage or 
another of nelll'ly all the War­
saw Pact Defense M!n1stel'S 
suggested something more 
th-an a routine "coordination 
and coritrol of 81'111ed fo~ 
under modern operatlo11al con, 
ditlons" (the way It was adver, 
tlsed), and Marsha,! Ivan Jaku­
bovsk:y himself, the Warsaw 
Pact commander4n-fflief, 11w 
tit to take time out and ad­
dress a purely domestic palltl­
cal. rally !in Bohma. Other 
foreign military leaden con, 
ducted "friendly Ind useful 
exchanges of views" with 
Czechoslow.k political leaders 
and squeezed in their ration of 
preaching In factorlet and 
down on the fanrui. 

It ls regarded II !highly 
probable iUTa,t the drivlillg 
force behind the maneuvtl'II 
was fille SoviM Hip Command 
Itself, m~r thm Kremlin 
political lea.dera. 
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3 Arab States Hold 
Secret War Games 
In Northern Jordan 

BALTIMOVN 1 July 1968 Pl . l 
Hiuge Efrem y Arsenal Ta.ken , 

In Battle Near Cambodia., 
Saigon, Monday, July 1 Iii!. 

From Our Wir.i Serv!ce.s. 

United States Green Beret 
troopers aod South Vielnames~ 
irreg,~lars dislodged a Viet Cong 
defense unit after two days of 
lighting and seized one of the 
biggest weapons caches of the 
war military spokesmen said 
yesterday. The weapons, includ­
ing some American rifles, were 
apparently for use in a new as­
sault on Saigon:. 

BEIRUT, Lebanon, June 30.-Reliable sources reported 
Sunday that Syrian, Jordanian and Iraqi infantry and 
artillery units held t.hr~e days of secret joint war games in 
northern Jordan .last week. 
· The reports' from travelers ar­
riving in Lebanon' from Jordan 
came amid indications of a pos­
sible showdown between Israeli 
hawks and doves in Jerusalem. 
GUERlLLA ACTION 

Premier Levi Eshkoi summon­
ed his cabinet to. discuss a pro· 
posed r.eshuffling of portforios 
and ironing out of differences 
over the Arab Israeli crisis. 

Explosives ripped up the rail, 
way line through the Israeli-held 
Gaza Strip in three places early 
Sunday, military sources at 
Gaza reported. 

The sources said the sabot,,ge 
was believed to have been the 
work of a new guerilla group 
which began operating last 
week and which ha_s sabotaged 
the railway line and nearby 
roads three· times in the B.eit 
Hanun area south of Gaza city. 

Israeli military officials re, 
ported two Arab El Fatah guer­
illas were killed in a clash with 
an ls•raeli patrol near Damiah 
Bridge across the Jordan River 
Saturday night. No Israeli eas­

. ualties were reported. 
The officials said two Russian­

made Klachnikov -rifles were 
found on !,he guerillas. 
EGYPT TALKS PEACE 

In Helsinki, Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Mahmoud Riad- said 
the Arabs mu, not lose hope­
that a peaceful settlement can 
be reached even tnough diplo­
matic efforts have failed thus 
far to achieve .any progress. 

Riad, who is on \our of the 
Scandinavian nations to explain 
Egypt's position in the crisis, 
praised ~wed.ish diplol)lal Gun; 
nar Jarring, the U.N. special 
envoy to the Middle East, who 
has been trying for months to. 
work out a peace formula ac­
ceptable to both sides. 

Jarring was in Moscow for 
talks· with Soviet officials. He 
met Friqay with Premier Alexei 
Kosygin and · Deputy Foreign 
Minister Vasili Kuznetsov and 
with . Foreign Mioist,er Andrei 
Gromyko on Saturda:y. 'No de-
tails were disclosed. · 

An official .announcement in 
Mo;cow· Sunday said, Deftnse 
Minister .Ma.ubal Andrei Gre:ch­
ko will visit Algeria July g. at 
the invitation of President Hou­
ari Boumediemie, one" of tlie 
toughest of the _Arab anti-Israel 
hardliners, · · 

Since the Arab-Israeli wat: rut 
June, Grechko baa visltfll!, Aul> 
capitals to discun Soviet·. mdli­
tary aid. 
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SENATOR SUGGESTS 
A NEW PEACE MOVE 

By HEDRICK SMITH 
apeo1&l to The New YOOk 'Illmet 

PARIS, June 30 - Senator 
Claiborne Pell said today that 
the time had come for a third 
party, preferably France or the 
Soviet Union, to try to help 
break the deadlock in the Viet­
nam talks here. 

The Rhode Island Democrat, 
a member of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee and a 
critic of Administration policy 
on Vietnam, said that a third 
power could provide the United 
States with the assurances of 
reciprocal action it seeks as a 
prelude to a total halt of the 
bombing of North Vietnam. 

The American· delegation to 
the talks left open the possibil­
ity for indirect assurances of 
military restraint by Hanoi in 
the last negotiating session 
here. 

The advantage of such an in­
direct assurance, some diplo­

. mats have suggested, is that it 
would help Hanoi save face. It 
would spare North Vietnam, 
they suggest, from having to 

United States . B,52 bombers, 
keeping up· the ·Air Force side of 
the. air -g r o u n d campaign 
against enemy units tlu:~atening 
the Clll)ilal, flew eight more 
raids today on enemy positions 
26 to 57 miles above the city. 
Four of the raids were in Tay 
Ninh province, a long-time Viet 
Cong stro)lghold along the Cam-
bodiail border. · 

He,1vy, but unspecified casual­
ties were reported in the fight 
for tile arsenal, located about 5 
miles from the Cambodian bor­
der in a key supply corridor to 
Saigon, some. 45 miles to the 
west.· 

Allied spokesmen said the 
·cache. seized late Saturday, in­
cluded 172 carbines; 39 Brown­
ing automatic rifles of the "type 
used by . American forces in 
World.· War II; 95 machine 
guns; 20,.pis,\nl~; 75 Sovit1*"4~ 
signed'i'AJC41' ·W!sault rifles; 20 
tons of. TNT; 3 mortars; 3 re­
coilless rifels; 3 tons of mines; 
300,060 rounds' of AK47 ammuni­
tion; .more than 2,000 mortars; 
bazool,a-type rockets and recoil­
less rifle shelll,, 1111d more than 
8;000 {;renades. ·· 

This coincided with a South 

backtrack on its persistent re- done by some indication, either 
fusal to reciprocate for a total directly or indirectly, that such 
halt in American bombing. a stet) is being taken." 

Senator Pell, in an interview Mr- Harriman is due back 
at the Hotel Cri!lon, said: in Paris in time for a format 

"If there was ever a ,time for negotiating meeting on Wednes­
a third party, this is it. The dav. 
Russians or the French could Senator Pell, who arrived 

· assure us what would happen here t,Jday to check on political 
· if we stopped the bombing. developments in France and 
That would be a way to get the Czechoslovakia as well as the 
North Vietnamese off the hook state of the Vietnam talks, said 
of having to say it themselves." he would meet tomorrow with 

The talks have been dead- the American negotiating team 
locked for seven weeks over and with French Foreign Minis­
North Vietnam's demand for a try ofl'icials. 
total halt in American bombing He said he would make no 
and "other acts of war" against attempt to meet with the North 
North Vietnam. The United Vietnamese delegation.· He also 
States has asked for some criticized Senator Eugene J. 
matching restraint from Hanoi, McCarthy for his announce• 
preferably some indication or ment that he would come to 
. assurance that North Vietna- Paris in late July for talks with 
mese soldiers will not take ad- the North Vietnamese delega­
vantage of a bombing cessation tion. 
to launch new attacks against --·-
allied positions just south of Ka11yg!n Meets With Tho 
the demilitarized zone. MOSCOW, June 30 (AP) -

In the last negotiating ses- PremiE-r Adeksei N. Kosygin 
sion, Cyrus R. Vance, who was and two other leaders who have 

-leading the United States dele- played a key role in the Soviet 
gation white Ambassador at aid pr,Jgram to Hanoi met to­
Large W. Averell Harriman was day with North Vietnam's spe­
home for a wedding, said that cial adviser to the Paris talks, 
the United States hoped to see Le Due Tho, 
"some response" from · H~oi The official announcement 
"in the direction of de-escala- said only that their conversa-
tion of·the violence." tion had been. "marked by fra-

"Thls could he done de ttrnal frie!]ds~ip_ and mutual 
facto," he said. "It would be undeJltandmg. 
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Vietnamese report that Govern: 
ment patrols uncovered two 
large arms caches 18 miles 
north or the capital, and confis­
cated about 200 mortar rounds 
and nearly 100 rounds of bazoo­
ka-type rockets. 

200 Enemy Intercepted 
In another engagement, Unit­

ed States paratroopers, screen­
ing the outer northwestern 
flanks of the capital, intercept­
ed 200 enemy moving under the 
cover of darkness and killed 38 
of them in a 3-hour battle 29 
miles northwest of Saigon to­
day, They also seized severa-f 
heavy machine guns. United 
States losses were 22 wounded. 

South Vietnamese troops, 
United States paratroopers and 
infantrymen, are among thou­
sands sweeping around Saigon 
in an attempt to defuse an at­
tack allied intelligence 5ources 
say is likely to come early this 
month. 

In line with this, North Viet­
nam threat~oed intensification 
of its altacks in South Vietnam 
in retaliation .for what it said 
was continuing American esca­
lation of the war. 

Nhan Dan, North Vietnam's 
Communist party newspaper, 
said yesterday: "As a reply to 
the war intensification by the 
enemy, the people in both parts 
of Vietnam are resolved to push 
ahead their struggle agamst 
United States aggression .and for 
national salvation. For. the South 
Vietnamese revolutionary armed 
forces and people this means 
that they. will step up thefr gen­
eral offensive and widespread 
uprisin'jf-until ¢0mple~ viMory." 

In the air campaign Uruted 
States Air Force B-52 bQ!llbers 
mounted 9 new missions over 
enemy ·troop concentraUons, 
b.ase camps and supply 'and 
storage areas. Forty'five ¢ the 
eight-jet bombers dropped. 2,-
500,COO pounds of explosives on 
enemy targets within a 75-mile 
arc of Saigon. · 

Supply Routes Attacked. 
O\:ef North Vietnam, United 

Stat~. pilots flew 142 misslllns 
Saturday against enemy supply 
routes." below the nineteenth 
Parallel. The pilots reported 
destroying or damaging 12 
trucks, 10 supply boats and 4 
railroad cari .. 

In a political development, the 
Government yesterday freed the 
miliianl Buddhist leader Thich 
Tri ·Quang and sev.eral other 
Buddhists· held without charges 
for more than lour months. 

Thich Tri Quang and five 
monks were arrested February 
21 and held without specific 
charges. The Government bad 
,feared the Viet Cong would seek 
Uieir participation in a coalition 

!
government which the present 
Saigon regime rejects. ·, · 
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Aew flm11t1e for 
Nuclear Disarmament 

Soviet Foreig11 Wnis1er .\ndrci 
Gromyko·s offer to begin tall,s 1rilh 
tl,is country on limiting nuclear 
mi,sile arsenals and antimissile 
s,·stcms was indeed welcome. Per• 
haps it had more foree beeause it 
,,·as not a solicited response but in 
the text of a speech to the Supreme 
Soviet-not that President Johnson 
has not been trying to get some 
a,tion on the subject over the past 
conplc of )·ears. 

\Ve wonld be "vastly rnrouraged" 
-as a ~tale Department spokesman 
prnmptly put il-if this offer had 
not come immect,atelv after the 
United States Senate · had at last 
voted to get started on a "thin'' 
antimissile svstem dedicated to the 
possibilitv that Red China will be 
able to deliver nuclear rockets on 
target in the 1970s. Possibly this 
approval of the first 8227 million of 
what coulcl be an expense of MO 
llillion had nothing to rlo with the 
s•tdden Soviet interest in forestall­
ing it, but the timing was poor. 

This country would be glad to be 
~nared that expense, and probably 
the Soviet Union could do without 
b~ing challenged, howe\'er oblique• 
Jy. to make a similar outlay. 

FuJ'ther, as Carl Kaysen, director 
01 the Pt•inceton Institute for Ad­
Yanced Study, points out in the 
current issue of Foreign Affairs 
Quarterly, "With not too 1ridely dis­
parate levels of offensive forces. 
and some deployment of defensive 
forces on both sides, the possibility 
of an agreed 'freeze' in further de• 
ployments of strategic weapons 
looks more favorable than it has for 
some time . , , Wider deployment of 
ABMs (antiballistic missiles) com­
pounds the difficulty by adding to 
the uncertainties of both sides as 
to the effectiveness of their own 
and their rivals' forces . , . All signs 
point to the coming of a ti me when 
the stability of mutual deterrence 
can no longer rest reliably on mu­
tual watchfulness and forebearance, 
without explicit arms control agree• 
ments over strategic weapon deploy• 
ments. We should do nothing to 
hasten its arrival. and everything to 
take advantage of whatever respite 
we have to move forward to such 
agreements." 

In short. whatever motivated the 
Soviets to make their offer at this 
particular time, the time remaining 
for both of the world's superpowers 
to grow up to their responsibilities 
to mankind may be short. 
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Biggest Hurdle 

(Mcnchtster Guardian) 
For progress to begin lit 

Paris, the Americans must 
stop bombing the North and 
Hanoi must find •• ac<eptabl• 
way of reciprocating. l'!ut 
when th&t hur&e is overcome, 
it there ls to be any pro1ress 
towar<ls peace, Saigon Will 
have to Jind a regime suf• 
!iciently repre,enbatlve of na­
tion&l~t feeli11g to be ablt to 
tall< to lh• Communists. Thi• 
i, likely to be the binest Ob­
aLacle ol all. But it will have 
tb bt ov~rcome if the duth ••d destruction are Io b• 
,t~pped. l•E 
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What's happening in Vietnam? 
The scenario has changed in many ways.------------------­

United States and North Vietnamese deJe- 1 
gations are now meeting at least once a 
week in Paris. President Johnson has an­
nounced he will bow out next January. 
Clark Clifford h.is taken over from Robert 
McNamara at the Pentagon, and Gen. 
Creighton Abrams from Gen. William 
Westmoreland in Vietnam, But the con• 
lest of wills is very much the same. 

Both side~ have, in fact, kept up the 
military pressures in· Vietnam since the 
tedious m_eetings began in Paris. Each is 
apparently determined: (1) to enhance 
its bargaining position at the table with a 
well-timed military punch half a world 
away; and (2) to prevent the other from 
assuming that what is being sought is face• 
saving surrender. 

Against this background must be seen 
both the United States command's deci­
sion to withdraw from Khe Sanh and 
indications that the North Vietnamese and 
the Viet Cong are about to have another 
go at Saigon. 

No definitive reason for the Khe Sanh 
withdrawal has been given, Once a deci• 
sion had been made at the turn of the 
year to hold the outpost, to have faltered 
or buckled during the dark days of the Tet 
offensive would have been calamitous, 
But many questions have been asked 
about the wisdom of the kind· of static 
strategy of ';Vhich Khe Sanh was a symbol. 
It is interesting that the outpost should be 
dismantled so soon after General Abrams 
has taken over. Perhaps it is a move in 
the direction of the "greater willingness 
to patrol, ambush and to fight at night" -
listed as one of requirements by Herman 
Kahn, director of the Hudson Institute, in 
the July number of Foreign Affairs. 

One of the factors to emerge forcefully 
from the· Tet offensive was the reduced 
importance today of such positions as Khe 
Sanh and the vital importance in the 
struggle now of South Vietnam's cities. To 
a certain extent, some of the priority has 
gone out of the Vietnamese countryside 
as more and more people have fled from 
the villages to .the cities. The Tet offensive 
showed that the Communists had woken 
up to this and were throwing most of their 
energies now against the cities. In none 
did they have lasting success, despite what 
happened at Hue, And this explains why 
they may be about to have a second major 
go at Saigon. 
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Giant Plane, Giant Problems 
Yesterday's . historic first flight of the giant C-5 

Galaxy is a milestone in a~iation development. The 
largest plane in th9 world, the C-5 has been called 
at times the "flying football field" and the "flying 
Holland Tunnel." Designed originally to move troops 
and battle equipment, this huge plane promises to 
r:v~lutionize military logistics in the years ahead. 
S1mliarly, these transports will render obsolete all 
pres:nt notions _of civllian air travel when they appear 
as liners carrying almost 1,000 persons a trip, al 
fares probably well below present levels, 

Of the many technological advances required for 
yesterday's aviation breakthrough, the most important 
was the quantum leap in jet propulsion capabilities 
represented by the C·5's motors. The enormous size 
of the new plane forced extraordinary use of light 
metals and other materials to keep down weight. It 
also posed unprecedented manufacturing problems 
whose brilliantly successful solution was proved by 
yesterday's pathbreaking flight. 

But will the airports of this country-and the world, 
for that matter-be capable of meeting the challenge, 
they will face within the next decade when civilian 
passenger and cargo versions of the C-5 appear in 
the sky? Anyone who flies more than occasionally 
~ow _knows that present facilities for airplane control 
in fhght and for handling airliners, their passengers 
and _their cargoes on the ground are already frequently 
strained to or beyond their limits. Moreover, many 
observers have already expressed serious concern 
about the adequacy of presently planned expanded 
facilities to handle the burdens in the years imme· 
diatel_y ahead when the airbus and other planes 
carrying 300 to 500 passengers each come into 
service. But the giant C-5, its descendants and its 
competitors will pose needs far beyond even those 
presented by tomorrow's planes. 

By 1978 it may be commonplace for a few enor­
mous planes landing minutes apart to deposit 5,000 
or 10,000 passengers on the ground almost simul• 
taneously at a major airport at peak arrival times. 
Now is none too soon to begin planning for handling 
such masses of people and their needs in orderly 
fashion. Responsibility for this planning-and then for 
implementation of the plans-must be met jointly by 
the Department of Transportation, the airline com­
panies, and the numerous local governmental and 
other units responsible for American aviation's ground 
facilities. The vast size of the giant new planes ahead 
is dwarfed only by the enonnily of the unprecedented 
problems they pose. 

So much for the fighting, But what t----------------­
about those Paris talks in which Secretary 
Clifford said the United States team had 
"got some bits and straws that indicate 
that there is same movement now"? Dean 
Rusk wisely followed this up with what 
amounted ta a cautionary ward against 
reading too much into what his Cabinet 
colleague· had· said. Nevertheless, some 
pieces could be falling into place. 

It is not that the North Vietnamese are 
about to be conciliatory or to get down to 
genuine business. Rather is it that there 
are signs that they are preparing a fall­
back position from which to negotiate 
effectively if their Saigon push ( or any 
other offensive) is not a success. Most sig• 
nificant of these signs perhaps was the 
carefully worded near-admission by North 
Vietnamese Army Commander General 
Giap three weeks ago that there were 
North Vietnamese fighting in South Viet­
nam after all. This at least indirectly con­
cedes there is something to negotiate 
about - which has not hitherto been a 
point on which the North Vietnamese 
agreed. They had blandly asserted hitherto 
'.hat they had nobody in the South. 
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WALL STRU!' JOUR!'IAL 1 JULY 68 
The largest plWJe ever built. the C5 GalaKy. 

made it.s first test night, which the Air Force 
and the builder termed highly succes,fuJ, The 
248-ton, four-jet transport, built by Lockheed 
Aircra.ft's Lockheed-Georgia divislon, flew 
over north Georgia !or slightly more than 11:i 
hours. Its test pilot said ·he had. "minimum, 
minimum problems." Fifty-eight of the pla.nes, 
designed to rarry· 350 troops a.nd their equip· 
'ment. are .scheduled for delivery to the Air 
ForC'e bV 1971, 

* * * lied China bas developed its first lnterconti· 
ntntal ballii:itic mis&'le,"COmmuntst sources in 
Moscow said. They told the, Aasocl&ted Preas 
they understood that the missile haRn't been 
tested but that its construction was completed 
In the past few days. The development, !! true, 
\~·ould make Chlna the third nation, after the 
U.S. and Russia, with an ICBM Md woUld 
broaden a nuclear capability that Peking ,ays 
includes a. hvdrogen bomb. 

* * * The Pentagoni in its annual splash 
to spend all its budgeted funds, poured 
out more than $685 million for 136 sep­
arate defense contracts as the Govern• 
ment' s fiscal year ended. The biigest 
award, four Army contracts t.otaling 
$97.4 million, went to Kaiser Jeep 
Corp. 
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Stopvh1g an ABM Race 
The Kremlin rathc,r obviously· has 

beeti having an internal' t,ig of war over 
nuclear weapons polic'y aiid how far to 
go in collaborating with the'linited States. 

foreign Minister Gi·/in\yiw's ind.usion 
in his foreign policy -'re;Jie'w to the Su­
preme Soviet of an offer' to disrnss .the 
limiting of antibaHistic' .rrllssile systems 
with Washington, is.,,·a1H~dication that 
the influence-of the "restl',iiners" -in the 
Kremlin is at the moment uppermost. . 

What caused the Soviet leaders to· 
.respond favorably to a proposal Presi­
dent Johnson has been repeating for a 
year and a half, can .only·b.e a matter of 
conjecture. As seen trorn Washington, 
the S.oviets have had as much .interest in 
preventing a disastrous ABM defense 
race as this country did, yet tb.e Presi­
dent has been brusheiLoff with the-stock 
explanation that the 'Vietnam war ,pre­
vented improvement of relations between 
Russia and the United States. 

· Former UN Ambassador Mthur Gold­
berg thought that · the signing -of the 
treaty to prevent the sp1·ead of nuclear 

weapons migl)t .lead to ·a Sovi1,t willing­
.ness to .discuss ABMs. His h1;nch may 
have been right for the Soviets .claim the 
treaty as th.eir own and take .great :pride 
in it -as a Soviet achievement. 

The change -of view .on ABMs, of 
course, must be ·explored to the fullest 
to find out what ·the Soviets have in 
mind. They cannot 'be expectE>d .to stop 
:building their ABM defenses around 
Moscow without getting something in 
return. As far -as ABMs -are concerned, 
the United Stat<as has onjy tlie threat 
to build a system as ,a bargaining point. 

The 1Jr0spect would be brighter if 
Mr. Gromyko .had not -surrounded his 
offer to ·ei,-change "opi.Dions" with the 
kind of.unrealism that-has-.maik11d -Soviet 
disarmament talk -ever 'since World War 
JI. He was still advocating "g,meral and 
complete" disarmament -which has .been 
a proJ)l\gandil,tic slqgan. ·:And -he pro­
.posed an international ·conference to 
outlaw 'the .use of nuclear weapons. 
Manifestly, a.n ABM ·agreement can­
not wait .on Utopia. 

• CHRISTIAN SCIENbE MONITOR 
29 JUNE 'i968 (l JULY) 

Bring the hoys home? 
How many troops 0 .on guard in Europe 

constitute security• I) 

This basic quest.ion is raised ane,y 
whenever the N{\TO ministers meet, as 
this week in Reykjavik, Iceland. But this 
year it has assU!l)ed ,a,new twist, to wit: 
Should the United°' States and the West 
thin out their forces anyway, in W~st Ger­
many and at Berlin, even if the Soviet 

· Union is.not disposed to thin out its forces 
· ·.on the other side of ihe East-West line? 

.And even if Moscow's'East German satel-
1ite is making trouble for West Germans 

. along the travel routes to Berlin? 
'I'wo Democratic Senators, Stuart Sy­

mington and Mike Mansfield, have called 
for a prompt reduction of American troop 
strength in Europe, from the present 220,­
.000 force to a mere 50,000. They say 50,000 
men al'(S sufficient as a trip wire and a 
warning to: the Soviets to make no for­
ward lunge. They argue that the Russians 
:are having altogether too much trouble 
with their -Eastern European allies to be 
-willing presently to contemplate a thin­
out of their own garrisons in East Ger­
·many, Poland, and Hungary- but why 
wait on the Russians• -'---------------------------------i An argument can surely be made for 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 
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. taking the initiative. It can be contended 
that, eventually, as the American reduc­
tion allayed tensions, the Soviets in turn 
would pull back their forces. And that an 
American initiative could save the Penta­
gon many millions of dollars. 

Now rockets 
·The movement toward greater world 

security has picked up momentum. Mos­
cow's announcement that it is "ready to 
exchange opinions on the curtailment of 
rocket systems - both offensive and de­
fensive" is of immense hope and encour­
agement for mankind. 

In thus responding positively to year­
.and-a-half-long American ·efforts to get 
such talks started, the Soviet Union has 
again indicated its recognition of the need 
for a limitation on today's terrible ,arma­
ments. For this Kremlin 'response foJlows 
hard on the heels of the United Nations 
General Assembly's endorsement of the 
joint American-British-Russian ·treaty to 
halt the spread of nuclear weapons. ,. 

President J obnson, in his su:i:prise ad­
dress to the General Assembly on June 12, 
asked that the nuclear treaty be followed 
by other disarmament negotiations. 
Through its positive ·response on rockets, 
the Soviet Union:seems clearly anxious to 
maintain the present mom~ntum toward 
a relaxation of the .threat which today's 
gigantic and monstrously destructive 
weaponry poses to peace and ·security. 

T,u~, 1,. vast amount of hard negotiating 
lies ahead. True, Moscow is today talking 
primarily of rockets and !let of an' over-
all cutback in armaments_ ' 

But neither of these facts need dis­
courage men and nations of goodwill in 
their determination to find a means of 

light<ariing the burden and threat of arma• But the administration strongly opposes 
ments. No:one familiar witlil the complexi• .a cutback at this time. Again, arguments 
ties of the problem (whether technical, can' be made for this viewpoint. For in­
political, ideological or economic) has ever .stance: Why weaken Western strength at 
supposed that armament-agreements could the precise moment when East bloc coun­
be ·reached other than-afte:r'long·and·hard ·tries are in partial rebellion against Mos­
bargaining. cow? Why talk thinouts when the East 

As for beginning with' rockets, this is. German Government is making itself par­
-clearly a most sensible place •to take di!. ticularly obnoxious' Why act when there 
Afler nuclear weapons '(with which they is political instability in France and West 
are so closely associated') rockets are the Germany? 
greatest international wea.pon menace. A We can see great value in approaching 
limitation on them woukl be a gigantic Moscow on the troop-reduction issue - as 
step forward one more prospect for detente, along with 

Moscow's willingness t,, .open talks on the nonproliferation treaty, the talks_ on 
rockets strengthens the ar1lUment that the missile limitation and suchlike. In fact 
Kremlin, basically, believes ·that its best the NATO council at Reykjavik has just 
interest lies Jn at 'least limited coopera- now appealed for a mutual East-West re­
tion w-ith the United· StatE,~ in the preser- duction of forces in Europe. 
vation of world peace. It is interesting to But a unilateral withdrawal is another 
note that this "yes" from Moscow came matter. Would it persuade Moscow to do 
:only a coupie of days ·a:f.ter ,the United likewise - or to plot new aggressions 
States Senate decided to go ahead with against the West' We realize the pres­
the Sentinel .antimissile ·missile system. sures on Congress to cut forces, save 
·were .America to press forward vigor- money. But, before any such action, we 
-ously with this system, Moscow in turn would like to see closest consultation with 
would almost certainly liave felt forced NATO allies, and further soundings in 
to step up its own antimissile missile sys- Moscow regarding the prospects for mu­
tern at a probable cost of tens of billions tualfry. This would give better perspec­
of dollars. tive, as to whether unilateral action was 

Thus economically, as well as practically forehanded, or foolhardy. 
and morally, America and Russia must 
turn their attention to the curtailment of 
rockets, not to their expansion, 
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GRO.MYKO ON °MISSILES to the question: In event of such an agreement, Will the 
J[{remlin perrriit periodic inspections inside Russia, by U.S., 
Nato or other teams, to make sure that Russia is not 
t:heatinv;? 

Soviet Russia's Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko 
told the Soviet Parliament Thursday that his country just 
might be willing to accept the U.S. proposal for talks about 
calling off the expensive antiballistic missiles race. . 

Before we jump for joy, as· some of the atuplder 
among us already are doing, the U.S. goyernment ahould 
demand of the Soviet Ru8sian tyrants a one-word an■wer 

2-E 

If the Kremlin's answer is Yes, let's proceed with the 
1talu-though very cautiou~ly. If the Kremlin's answer 
,llldl up to No, let's proceed full-speed with an antiballistic 
,ral11lles program aimed at protecting us against both Red 
China and Red Russia. 
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FEATURES COLUMNISTS 

C!llCAGO DAILY NEWS - 2f1 JUNE 196f'. (J JULY 1968) 

Do U.S. generals understand war·? 
Reve1·sal on defense of Khe Sault leach to questioning 

of U.S. -tnilitarv leadership in Washington aml Saigon 
By Raymond R. Coile) i----...:..------------------:--;----:------

The generals in Viern<,1111 ~'hanged the11 
minds again this wee\.:. 

Le.ss than ~ix month~ agu-wh~n a lot of 
other people were qliestioning the value of 
Khe Sanh-tbe generals insisted t-be besieged 
base was a vital stake in the war that musi 
be held as the ••estern anchor of the nonh­
ern defense line. 

Gen, William C. Westmoreland, then top 
commander in Saigon, went so far as 10 

suggest publicly that the Viet Cong's coun­
uywide, weeks-long Tet offensive, the strong­
est and most sustained campaign of the war. 
was just a "diversion'' to cover the enemy':;; 
real goal of capturing Khe Sanh. 

And Gen. Earle G. Wooeler. chamnan 01 
tlte Joint Chiefs of Stall. said Khe Sanh wa;­
"psychologically important because i! losi it 
would permit North Vietnamese troops 10 

advance deep into Somh Vietnam territory. 
come very close to tlte ooavily populated 
coastal regioll! and thereby exacerbate the 
!ears o! the South Vietnamese that the North 
Vietnamese will be able to take over rhe 
rwo non11ern proYrnu~~ of South Vttmnm-~ 
a longtime obj~cti 1 e 01 rhe1n " 

Now suddenl\·-and thou::>cwds ut l.S. cs.l.:. 
uaities later-Property value~ around Kiw 
S-anb have nosedived. The U.S. command in 
Saigon disclosed Thursday tha, the base 
once counted so vital ls being leveled ana 
abandoned. The r.s. ganison there. lht­

generals say, will be u.sed in a ''new conrep1 
of mobile warfare." 

nus SWITCI! ON KHE SANI! IS typ1c•I 
nr tl1t1 son of thrng l!J:Jt generates crttic1~m 
,rnd que~riuning of !ht' l .:'1. military leader­
:-,/11p in Washinwon sinJ Saigon. 

Lnlil 1ht· Tei ot'fensi,e lu~l 'Amr.er tlte 
-~ent'nd:-. had been b.rgely, and curiou.slJ, 
nnmune trun1 the s01t of controversy that 
dogged almos, everyone el;e concerned with 
1he ""'- from Pl'esitlem .lolUtson to Dr. 
Spock 

Since Tet, hov..ever, lhe general& too have 
heen getting their lumps. 

A. feeling ls conspicuously growing among 
people in Vietnam and among the constant 
flo~· of official experts from Washington that 
1he gener~J; ~l1ould have accomplished a lot 
rnol"{; rhan (h1;;;y have. 

Ev~n South Vietnam~::;t:. Pre:"Jtdent Nguyeri 
Van Thieu has t:riticized lhe emphasis placet.l 
011 Khe ~dnl1 by Westmoreland and the 1: .\. 
"war oJ attrition" strategy. 

And We:,tmoreland's litanv ul assurance~ 
t.haL progress i::; being made., ha 1, hecome the 

iii-fa'Jt~Joieair ~~~t ol th< pomt< ~e~erall~ 
included in the indictments at rhe Amern:an 
military leadership: 

From a professional military point ot view, 

l&, of the most important mistakes is the 

pii/cy of requiring officer., to spend only 
ne<vear tours of duty in Vietnam. 

,.;rbat is the judgment of many of the of­

~lcers themselves, as well as of people like 
yerman Kahn, a professional ciVilian strate­
gist and thinker about war. 
,;;.tn officer barely gets to know his way 

around before his tour is up, the critics say. 

and efficiency suffers. 

Compounding the one-year tour mistake 
is the policy, followed rigidly by Westmore-
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No more 
l{he Sanhs 
for U.S.? 

By Georgl:" W. Ashworth 
Sta.fl 1:on·espo11de11t of 

T/1~ Chris~iari. Science Monitor 

of Khe Sanh required far more than the 
6,000 marines manning it. Thousands of 
troops had to be made available for use m 
the event of a massed attack on !he base. 
And thousands more were steadily involved 
in the air support and supply efforts. 

The damaging Tet offensive began after 
the seige of Khe Sanh was under way. But 
there is some doubt whether allied forces 
would have been any more prepared to 
cope with the offensive had Khe Sanh not 
been a problem. And the Tel effort was 
largely crushed before Khe Sanh became 

Washington such an overweening concern. 

The abandonment of Khe Sanh shorply Throughout the period of the seige, ma-
delineates a shift. in Unitt:!d States military rines claim, outposts continued to screen 

strategy in Vietnam. K~:a;~~hanf 8~
8
::~~o:~~~e h~::::,e~~ be 

Durir,g the past stvernl months, the U.S. the western anchor of a line of allied con• 
command in Saigon has struggled to en- centrations in the area south of the de• 
hance the mobility and flexibility of allied militarized zone. 
fighting forces. Marines operating out of Khe Sanh were 

In the face of steadily more intensive expected to keep tabs on enemy infiltration 
Communist efforts, it •.vas determined that from Laos and disrupt it as much as pos• 
the regaining of the tactical oflent:iive sible. However, as the seige worsened, the 
whenever and wherever possible was essen- marines found themselves able to do UtUe 
tial. about infiltration past thei, base. 

And, as lhe character of the allied aud It has been argued that Khe Sanh provided 
enemy efforts has changed, Khe Sanh has the opportunity for about 6,500 allied troops 
become, simply, superfluous. to hold about two enemy divisions in place 
Hi;:h cost of battle while the enemy forces- were mauled. How• 

Many would argue that Khe Sanh wes ever, some argue that_ the thousands. of 
unnecessut·y all along. some military and allied servicemen kept tied up backstOPJ?lllg 
civilian officia1s in the Pentagon view Khe Khe Sanh makes that numencal comparison 
'sanh as an effort that could have been a :50mewhat illusory. 
tragedy and became through intensive el- Struggle for land ending? 
fot·ls rnerely a blunder. But enemy losses were very high. Some 

Otht:rs argue fervidly that the enemy was W1its were decimated in the operation, Be• 
snrnshingly defeated around Khe Sanh. The tween Nov. 1 and March 31, 1,561 enemy 
Air Force consider~ Khe Sanh a signal vie- troops were killed in the Khe Sanh area, 
tory. A film prcssihg that point of view is according to allied estimates, which some 
being shown widely. believe are somewhat underestimated. 

Now bulldozers have pushed debris in Thousands of North Vietnamese troops were 
gaping holes where bunkers stood. And val-, wounded, and tons of enemy equipment fell 
uable equ1pm~nt ~as been taken out. Almost, into allied hands during the mopping-up 
all that remarns 1s a vast, barren piece_ of operation. 
earth, surrounded by pocked and ugly hills Khe Sanh was in a sense the last vestige 
and slopes. . of a different sort of war-a kind which may 

The battle foi· Kile Sanh was an expensive well be larg~ly avoided in the period ahead. 
affan·: From Jan. 19 until March 31, when It . battle for land between two deter• 
(he siege had been broken, !99 marines mi~:J forces. 

m a_nd around Khe Sanh were killed, and an Its abandonment reminds obsei·vers here 
add11lonal 1,600 mkrmes were wounded. of other battles of the past two years-bat­
Heavy casualties also were suffered by tles in which heavy losses were sustained 
Vietnamese troops and Army Special to gain ground that was later given up, 
Forces men. During periods of shorter supplies of 

Bombs worth about $250 million were troops, the eventual abandonment of hard­
dropped in support of the operation, and won territory was lai·gely dictated by the 
millions more worth of artillery and mortar shortage of manpower. Troops became 
rounds were fired. Equipment and mainte• needed for other tasks, and !_hey would 
nance costs added tens of millions more to leave. 
that figure. Now the troops that were at Khe Sanh 

A valid question now is what Khe Sanh are not needed in that sense. But it has 
accomplished. been decided that they could be more use-

• If the enemy goal was to .overrun the fully occupied in more mobile forces. 
base at heavy cost to the allied military in According to the U.S. Saigon headquar­
the field ·and to cause heavy psychological ters, enemy forces of the First Corps area 
damage to the allied war effort throughout now include the equivalent of eight divisions, 
the world and in the United States in partic- as opposed to six in January when the Khe 
ular, the effort was at least a partial failure. Sanh battle started. 

Sources agree that Khe Sanh brought on The forces,_ the command believ~s_, give 
much dismay throughout this nation, but the North V1et~amese the capab1hty to 
they point out that the effect would have mount several stzable attacks at once. 
been infinitely worse had the base been lost Landing Zone Stud held 
at heavy cost in life. It would have beeri The key to the altered allied strategy is in 
particularly grim had numerous captives the official comment: "To meet this siguifi• 
been taken. cantly increased threat, friendly forces must 

• If the effort was to create a diversion. make 111axhnum advflntage of their superior 
it was doubtless a success, for the defense 
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DO U, S. GENJfill.S UNO 
land. of not keeping an offlrer in a c 

- ioh for more than six monlhs, 

.Command iit'i:ii~llmt'nls art' tSi'it'lllli.ll tor 
('areer oificer~ h0pu1g to move up the pru• 
motion ladder, And there, is a lot of com­
petition for them, The six•months Idea i• 
supposed to give more men a ,crack at com­
niand and broaden the ex:pNience base of 
the Army, 

But again it's questionable rr either ~ l>al­
talion commander or a battalion, for exam­

ple, ran operate most effectively in this sort 
of swinging-door situation, 

Giving more men experie~1ce in command 
assignments is no doubL a good thing for 
the Army, but Vietnam- is not a training 
maneuver at Fon Bennin~:· 

ANOTHER CONSPICUOUS failing of the 
t; ,S. military leadership, the critics say, is 
that it has consistently underestimated the 
enemy capability, The evictenre abounds. 

WestmorelanU, Jor examplt', tnlked con­
rmually of reaching "the crossover point" 
-that is the point at which the enemy wa, 
supposedly losing troops faster than he could 
recruit or infiltrate replacements. 

Tltis point, according to Ute sa,~on com­
:nancl. lw.d been reached, re-reaChed and 
reached again during the last vear or su. 
And yet it can hardly be argued that the 
Anemy is showing a11y signs of fo]ding. 

In this same connection, Westmoreland was 
once asked, when talking about the "cross­
over point," if he was referring to what the 
enemy planned or was capable of in the way 
or replacements. 

His response was thHt the whole "cross­
o,·er" discussion was based oi, what the 
enemy was doing-not at all on what he 
miglit do or be able 10 do, It sounded in­
credible, but that was the answer. 

SIMILARLY, when the bit new $40,000,000 
1 ,S, military headquarters was built at Sai­
gon's Tan Son Nhut ai"base, the assumption 

was that the enemy had now heen pushed 
hack from Lhe metropolitan area anrl the 
heactquarrers was secure from any major 
auaCk 

S1.1dtlenJy the Bnemy rurnt'd up with the 
lollg-range rockets that have been hitting 
Salgon for weeks now, and a U.S. construc­
tion company was called in for a rush job 
on a steel-and-concrete bunker addition to 
the headquarters. 

S. Viel army sud 
Perhaps tJ1e most readily visible failure of 

the L ,S, military establishment in Vietnam 
1s the South Vietnamese army. 

Americans have heen advising and equip­
p,ng the Vietnamese for well over ten years 
now. and 1he I ,S, mili1My prides itself on 
its technological su~riority. 

Yet today the Viei Cong and 1he North 
Vietnamese are betrer arrned than the _gov­
ernment army. Enemy guerrillas who as 
recently as three years ago were using pop­
bottle grenades, homemade rmes and sharp­
ened sticks now are armed with Red Chinese 
AK·47 rifles much superior to the old car­
bines and M-ls £he government soldiers have. 

Recently-belatedly-the Lnited States has 
begun issuing our modern M-16s to the Viet• 
namese, and Westmoreland's staff says he 
asked for the new rifles as Jong ago as 1965. 

However, l was there then and I clearly 
recall Westmorelan,l's staff people saying they 
didn't want to give the Vietnamese better 
weapons because they were losing and leav­
ing so manv or them on the batt!efield-

THE SOUTH VIETN~MESE •rmy Ls, of 
course, a pretty sorry outfit. · 

Its weaknesses, however, cannot be blamed 
entirely on the Vietnamese. JI' they .are con­
fused, il is a m,u.le-in-America ronfusion. 

A couple or years ago, after the Manila 
r.onference, for example, We,qtmoreland and 
~ Americans decided that the LLS, troops 
would hear the brunt or the war and handle 
rhe major c.ombat. The South Vietnamese 
army. it was then said, was .better able to 
work on "pacification," securing areas for 
government cadre teams that ,yould go in 
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he people, 

There was a special padficution trainrn~ 
program for the VietnameRe, anti oattalions 
were dispersed ahou1 th,• counlry in their 
new role, 

Now, of course. despite officrnl <lentals lo 
the contrary, tlje pacification program has 
been all but forgotten. And, since Tet, things 
have changed once again, and now the Vie1-­
namese are being asked lo hear more of 
the major combat burden, 

Cwwentio,wl wtt.rfor~ 
L.S. military leaders also have talked a 

lot about having to fight the enemy on hi, 
own. terms, about having to learn 'guerrilla 
warfare, the need to operate at night and 
:iO on. 

about • • 

.A _A _lot or lip service is paid •to ·the fact that 
'Wus 1s, as th~y keep saying, "a political war" 

artd a war in which standard military meti­
surements just don'I apply, 

Thus wilhin the last frw Wt'~k'> Wes1mon•­
land has ,suid agilin lh'ai lhei 1:1L1urk;; 0 11 
Sui_i:on un_• of "no rniliU.try :-.ig'tlificance," 

ThaL'.i; flghl. The aHackers a·re not inflic1 
ing great tasu~lliPs, th!.'y're not•ahout to ruri 
rhe American.Ii ou1 ol 1nw11, !ht' fi~hllng h 

pretty small-t:.Gtll:'. 
BUT WHAT ABOUT Lill.: '-,l}.!111fii dll! r· 111 ;1 

poliLical war? The eneniy ~ltacRs uo weaken 
the governmem and muhiply Hs refugee aml 
other welfare problems, They also make Jhe 
people even wearier of the war than they 
already are, And they have led to a Jot ~I 

In fact, however, the U.S. effort -has ap- grumbling amont..: the peup/~ ahour the in-
peared to be directed at making tile war as ability of the government' arid the Americans 
conventional as possible, the kind the gen- to protect them. 
era!., !ought before ltlld lfJIOw bow to- Ii/lilt This sort of tlfecr can make- Wesrmore-

Fo~ all tile talkillg, )].$, and ~'ietnamese land's line ahou1 "no military significance" 
troops Llo v~ry !rule optmwng al m~h!-- irrelevant. 
which is wben the Viet Cnng d1J most of . In ,their ow11 uelens~, top mdit:.-iry people 
theirs. · m Vietnam complain privately about bcinµ 

It is still most common for l!.S. uniLs out forc~d to fight the war ''on the cheap," not 
on operations to sf.art dig;;:i11g in for the ge~tl~g all the troops they 1w1•(1. havin,!;! rv 

1:;trrctions on h<1mhi11!-! turger"i in 1\Jrmh Vic!• 
night at around 4 p.m. Then ,b1!fore dark nan,, 

a wave of highly Visible helicopwrs arrives Somt' Hlsu argu~ Lha!, in unli . .'J IU \qn, llk 

with a hot dinn~r. That makes life more wl:tr must he expanded rn Laos, where rhr; 

comfortable, but the enemy does11't. require enemy has much of his inlliLration and .'-llP· 
much gonius to adjust his mortars for a night ply ~ysl'em_ 
bombardment of Ille U.S. position, The United Slates and its allies ho~eve, 

AS THE HELICOPTER-DELIVERED hoi have well over 1.200,000 men u~der arn,_; 
now-an edge of almost si1Ho-one over lhc 

meals (Often eaten picnic•style off paper enemy, They also have an enormous edge in 
plates and with plastic knives and forks) oquipment and technology-hclicopiers ,11 r-
suggest, troops in Vietnam have more crea- craft carriers and destroyer fleets, ho1110.ers, 
rure comforts than in any previou,i war, And millery, tanks anrl all the rest or 11, 
lhal's fine. rt's questionahlt:: Wl1l'ther !hen:'., room tui 

However, it does appear sumet.imes lilat much more, and the qut'suon being iJ'ikr:d 

lhe IJ,S. military leadership bfas berome more and more lately is ho\\' well and how 
~isely the cummi1n,cnt alre~H.l.Y madti is he-

overinvolved with logistics and technology_ mg used, 

Until Tet, for example, WesLmoreland in Former Defense Sec_ Robert s_ iv.cN,1111 ,,rn 
reciting the progress he said was being angered Westmoreland last yt'or when Mc-
made talked always abool how many air- Namara seemed to suggest thfil better us,-
fields had been built, how ma11y deepwaLer might he made of the I rnop~ nlrNHIV in 
pons dug, how many roads built (nQt lo Vietnam. 
mention PXs, bowling alleys and swimming The g~fleraJ., never tJ1d U(· il'!r.~c1111.ir,1 
poolsl. Perhaps they're lucky Lhty ne\'er had 10 1\otk 

He sounde<l more fike a consrrut11on co111- Jor Abraham Lincoln. 
pany president than a general ••ith a war When things were going bad!) ,n 1862, che 
on his hands. Civil, War President-who hired ;rnd fin,r1 

Headquarters staff people olten sounded as practically a platoon of generals unLil he 
though all that was needed to w':n the war found one who could win-cracked that ,t 
was a few more helicopters or airplanes or the UniOJI commander, Gen. George McCleJ-
tanks or some other kind of machine, I~, did "not want to use the army," be 

~Llncoht) "would like to borrow it." 
The most ridiculous example of this---;p- ,-'--,-:=-'-=-;;,,;;;;::_c;;.;===~----

proach-cited by command staff people ASHWORTH , •, CONTINUED 
themselves-was tile Navy decisio·n to take a firepower and mobility, Mobile forces tied 
battleship out ol mothballs and send it 10 to no specific terrain must be used to the 
Vietnam at an astronomical cost. utmost to attack, intercept, reinforce, or 

take whatever action is most appropriate to 
Navy people, when asked abo-ut it, talk meet the enemy threats." 

about how the ship's J6·inch guns can hurl 
shells weighing several hundred pounds or Some of the marines are mo\'ing several 

miles east of Khe Sanh to Landing Zone Stud 
so 20 miles or whatever, That leaves un- and to three nearby hilltop firing bases, This 
answered the question of what th,, shell can was disclosed in a dispatch to the Baltimore 
do that a bomb can't1 or what there is in $un; which also annow1ced the departure 
North Vietnam to throw such as big shell at from Khe Sanh, Some plans may now be 

"The whole thing is, the Navv wants to changed because of the disclosures, 
get on the cover of Life magazine," is the But many of the marines who were at 
verdict of an Army generaJ. Khe Sanh can be expected to become avail. 

On Ille other hand, things that mighi he able for use in free.wheeling attack opera. 
useful sometimes don't get built or don't tions, 
get to Vietnam, The war now is in something of a lull. 

Reoontly, for example, Gen. \\'heeler dis- Allied officials are uncertain where enemy 
closed to a congressional committee that forces might strike in force next, but they 
$300,000,000 or $400,000,000 worth 11f airplanes have little doubt ihat there will be strikes, 
had been lost on the ground as the result -As sources see it, the main h,,pe now is 

f 
to smash enemy iorces wherever possible 

0 enemy rocket and mortar attacks in to frustrate organization for attack, and t~ 
Vietnam, keep up the heavy and damaging attrition 

He made the disclosure in appeulmg for of enemy forces. 
funds to build ·revetments with roofs on them And static confrontations on countryslde 
10 protect our planes-in Europe, where there battlefields will be avoided, Allied forces 
is no war, pot in Vietnam, where there is one, will try to find enemy units, destroy theni 

THE MOST SERIOUS oharge made against 
the U,S, military leadership - and those 
who make it include some ul the top 
civilian members of the U.S. mission jn 
Vietnam-is that the generals still don't 
really understand the war and what it's all 
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with great force of arms, and move on. 
Through these means and better de, 

lenses of populated areas and bases, the 
allies will try to keep the enemy from mak­
ing any gains-and themselves from any 
losses-that could have an effect upon the 
Paris talks, 



DECLASSIFIED 

PHILA, INQUIRER 

A 
.ASHINGTON STAR - 30 JUNE 1968 .JULY) 

Vietnam Di lemma: 30 JUDe 1968 (lJUL) 
~ HANOI SACRIFICING 
4\ TROOPS TO GAIN ON 

POLITICAL FRONT 
B~ PETER AR!'>"E'M' 

SAIGO~. June 29 (.'\P, • 
lit'tnam·s Cor11rnut11st k;.Jd .... i 
~llip cuutinues,. rekntJr,~~1\1 1 

When to L:J se Restraint 
lllll'o\l its b1g~est militan· of By ORR KELLY 
lensirc !'ig-ht._Tnto U1f ,ia,;·, oJ star Slall Wdllr 

alhed ,;trengLl1. FORT BRAGG, N. C. - Col. 
\'a~t allied firepower Js chew- Samuel V. Wilson was talking about 

Ing up enemy troops by the the Joss of life and the da~age to 
thousands in the battles that property that has aecompan1ed the 
began ll'ith the Tet offensive use of overwhelming American 
fil'e month, ago. The uloodlct firepower in South Vietnam. 
ling across the country is a we- He paused for a moment, thlnk-
l!O me, fore than double that of Ing, and then said: 
last vear • ."You know, we haven't awarded 

Yet to· the consternation of any medals for military restraint. 
aenior American officers. as ;!:I~ f)l!rb~ps we ought to., 
rapidly a, the Communbt .. led .. ·, ~ ,IS the great ~ma. of 
troors die. as man)· a;,ain heat !Very military commander m Viet• 
thr1r ,va,\· down lf,rough t 11 c ••,'!1•. . ti , h t lit! al 
hornt,-lilackencd jun••lc,. a"ro" •· Military BC on Wlt ?U po C 

h h 11 k ct d. ct r Id J followup 18 useless. Political action t e s e -poc e pa ) 1e .s arn ,.., 1 ili't •=•"'t · fut') 
right up lu the doors of tlw Tllw0U m ary ==• Y 15 1.~-
c pita' it,,Jf - We have toseekabalance.Am!ll· 
",. ' , ' · • tary commander can make a series 

B)·_ 1,od. tl1ere arc ,1_ rnrl!ly f mil'tary victories add u to lit-
b~tt,al1011s maneuverme !"st on,? fcal ~feat." p po 
d,\) ' marrh from ~a,gon, Wilson who wrote the original 
cont n;cn:ed . a . ~;- S. gen~r.al. descripti~n of the role of the 
,tabb,J11, h1, frn.er a1 a lactk Army's Special Forces and sub&e­
r~I ,,n•;P ro;-er;d . w,t~ brown. quently became one of the legend­
µak,1c._ ,ltowmg ,;heit encm) ary figures of the U.S. involvement 
t1n1t,_ eoc1rcled the c11,'. in Vietnam has been back here for 

"l llc)· . arrll'ed 111 l•riJruan about a ye~r and now heads the 6th 
thr.,· ha,e ,hJt "' twlle. • 11 tl Special Forces Group. 
lhe,y are still !here pressunug 
the _ct(\' regardless of casual- Well Informed 
tJ(':-,. 

Muci1 of the k1lii11g in rcccat Because of the time that has 
month, the (,nemy has brought elapsed since he was in Vietnam, 
upun l!im,elf. He attacked ob- he ls oareful to no\e th~t he ls not 
jcctires he had 110 real pos,i- an expert on what 1s gomg on there 
bili,:- of .,d,ing. Many times ile now. B~t freq~ent exchanges of l~t­
fought seemingly only Jor the ters W1th ~riends, wh!> are still 
. ,ake of fighting. there,. combined with his own tJu:ee 

The easy, cxtensh-e kills have ye~ lll the country, hav~ kep~ ~ 
'cd .,0111e observers to believe ~II informed about the ~1tuat10~ m 
il1at Nortli Vietnam's military y1etnam even though hi_s attention 
('hie/lain, Geo. Vo :-gu,-en Giap, IS now f(!Cllsed on "1e Middle East, 
:s making his ~reat mi,take of South Asia and Africa south of the 
the ,rar_ By disregarding h,s options they still retaiu. Base 
""" rub of guerilla ,.-arfare on Allie;:! studies of Nor.th Viet­
and engaging the AlUcs in con- nam's population growth, they 
venlional battles, they suggest. can sustain Lhe current huge 
he has committed his armie,; casualty rate indefinitely and 
to certain defeat in South Viet- fight on, admittedly with troops 
uam_ of increasingly poorer quality. 

The most know!cdgea-blc Or if the Allied ,pressure be-
Americans and Vietnamese read came too great they could make 
the current situation much di!- "one little concession in Paris 
ferenLiy. and we'll have to back off," 

They do not see :\orlh Viet• commenitect a U, S. general. 
na ma, on a do-or-die course Alternath·ety, the North Viet-
that will lead either to victory namese could cut their losses 
or destruction. aud lade back into jungle san-

Tlwy see the enemr fighting etuaries, conti.11uing the war as 
a short-term high intensity war before while buildting back the 
to impact with maximum l!ffec~ th h b 
tivene,, on the South Vietnam- guerilla units at ave een 
ese and the Amcriran ])Ublic this badly mauled. They could start 

a new offensive any time they year-particularly hy inllicling were ready. 
American casualties. T.hcse I There are two factors short of 
have doubled to more than !!000 :full-scale unlimited war that 
dead for the first six months, could frustrate the North Viet-

Enemy forces ha,e shelved 
ll'acted "war into the future'' 
they were fighting up to late 
last year. They try and reap 
quick political gains now, hoping 
that the Vietnamese Govern­
ment ll'ill fragment, that the 
people will get tired, and that 
the issue of pe,ace on their 
terms can be forced here and 
in the United Stales. 

Should these gains llul b€ 
made, then the North Viet­
namese could UBe any of many 

namese. 
One would be a miraculous im­

provement in the Vietnamese 
Army, permitting American 
troops to go home, The other 
is getting ·the Saigon Govern­
ment the support of the popula­
tion. 

Both prospects are remote. 
Knowledgeable Americans see 
the Vietnamese Army, for all 
its new automatic weapons, be-

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 
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Sahara. grees, from guerrilla warfare to 
In February of 1967, Wilson re- counter-guerrilla warfare. 

called, he was working with the The Special Forces still train for 
South Vietnamese army in Long An operations consistent with their 
province, south of Saigon. He original role - partly because they 
learned that a Viet ConJ group was still may be called upon for that 
meeting in a village-information kind of work, partly because many 
that was later confirmed-and of the techniques are Interchange-
called in an airstrlke. able. 

From an observation plane cir- Wilson and his group, for exam­
eling overhead, he saw a dozen pie, have just concluded an exer• 
children run from the burning buts, cise called Orbit Wings II in the 
one with bis clothing afire. area south of Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"I call off the Skyraiders and I 
Btn sick to my stomaeb," Wilson 
ooted in ms diary th~t night. Rivals Take Sides 

Because of expenenc8!1 llke this, 
Wilson ls painfully aware that fire- It was assumed that the lrubian 
power may not only kill Viet army had invaded the area from 
Gong-but create them as well. the east and that the y.s. Special 

"The roughest question," he said, f~rces were sent to atd the Astr1>­
"is whether we are using enough v1ans who bad been ovel'1"11!1. Half 
restraint to avoid creating VC. of the group acted as Irub1ans -
There are times when we haven't the other half as the "good guys-" 
done it sufficiently well. But we are In addition to the 600 Special 
learning. We are doing a little bet- Forces soldiers, 3,000 civilians were 
ter than we were a year or two drawn into the five-week war 
ago" I game. 

· At one ranch, a Special Forces 
Many Losses man who had !)arachuted into the 

nearby mountams n1tched hay to 
_On the other band, he ls ~n- , earn a meal and, before the ranch­

vmced the VC and the North Viet- er realized what was happening, he 
namese have suffered terrible had agreed to help set up an oper-
lo:sses. , atioru; center in his cellar, 

"~oi:th Vietnam ;ivouldn t be In In the towns, rival auto dealers 
Paris if they weren t In ~ad sha~. found themselves taking sides, fur. 
I can say that flatly, he satd. rushing trucks and gasoline to the 
"They would not be at th~ confer- soldiers. 
enc~ t~ble if ~II were g_o1ng well "We got oursolves involved in the 
militarifl'.. Com.mg. to Paris was out society," Wilson said. "People had 
of,?8°1!8Sl!¥ on their p~rt. . ,, to make choices . 

There Ill no doubt ID my 1!111ld, "It was interesting to watch and 
he added, "~at the Tet offeDllive also a little frightening, We came in 
was a stumung defeat ~or thf!D!, with political and propaganda lines 
The Army of the Rep!Jblic of Viet- and latched onto the needs and as­
nam (ARVN), the ~e-~onal and po- piratioru; of the people. It was a 
pular forces, the Civilian Irregu)ar demonstration of how a disciplined 
Defe!IS6 Grou,:,s, the.national po~ce minority can come in and shape an 
all fought valian_tly. When f.b:e V~t- element of society to its own pur­
namese teac_h history to the'!' cfl!I• poses. One hopes those purposes 
dren years ID th~ future, I.bis wi;ll would be in the interests of the 
be one of the bright pages ln theli' whole society." 
military history." 

But the Paris meetings do not 
necessarily mean the U. S. ls cer- Flexible Role 
tain to achieve Its objectives In As Wilson now sees ii, the role of 
Southeast Asia, in Wilson's view. the Special Forces can be extreme-

"Even if we settle things in South ly flexible. It can be as little as the 
•vietnam we will still have a monu- one man who recently went to Iran 
mental 'problem, bu~ it won't ~ to help train paratroops or a meth­
lieai'Jy as severe as_ 1t would be if od of keeping U.S. options open as 
we don't solve things in Vietnam. the Special Forces did in Laos in 

"I think we can restore enough the early 1960s when they provided 
stability to the area so the people a choice between major military 
will have a fighting chance to de- involvement and total withdrawal. 
tennine their own destiny," But, whatever the role, Wilson 

Wilson interviewed in his office has little patience with those who 
in a Worid War II barracks build~ worry that the decision to send a 
at the John F. Kennedy Special small number of Special Forces 
Warfare Center here, is convinced units into a country will inevitably 
that the Special Forces still have a drag the U.S. into future Vietnam­
vital role to play In the Army l!nd sized en~agements. 
as an instrument of U.S. foreign "In Vietnam," he said, "I don't 
policy, even though the nature of think the Special Forces were the 
that role has shifted som~what reason we had to go up the next 
since it was first formulated m the stairstep. , . 
late 195-0s. "Their numbers were pitifully 

The original concept was that.the small. Their activities were essen­
Special Forces would be used 11! a tially defensive in character. If one 
major war to aid guerrilla umts can say we waved the red flag, he 
operating behind enemr lines such would have to say that of almost 
aa those that fought m German- anything we did that might have 
occupied territory in World War_ IL some effect. One would have to say 

But in Vietnam, w'here the ~th that putting in civilan advisers in 
Special Forcea Group la operatmg, health and education was also pro­
the emphasis has sblfted 180 de- vocative." 

DECLASSIFIED 
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•nIADELPHIA INQU~ - 1 JULY 118 
Vi~etn~l1\Pacifiea;ti<> ;_ 

head of the military forces .-in 
Vietnam. 

Komer's evaluation of safe 1 
hamlets, Corson says, "must be ' 

NEW. YORW;: June 30 (AP):-- m.a.nuscript· for review. the peasant. He says there unma.1ked for the fraud it really 1 
,. 

A-retiring.U. S. Marine Corps. Corson's request for retire, should be a reduction in troop it." .r 
combat. offieerdn Vietnam .says· m:ent; after. ·being approved, was strength to 250,000 from the cur, "By- !(ivinz a false picture -0/ i 
in. a book·. published M'ond.ay del-ayed, until. a study of the rent 535,000. p\·Dgress," Corson · says, "it ' 
that the. American pacification·, ca,_'e _ was finished. The corps grossly deceives the American 

d. h "If w1i are lo-remain in.Viet- people -concerning actual cond1·-
e/for.t . ht: South Vietnam. is a sat - t e. content of the book. nam," he says, "we can no lions in Vietna-." 
dead issue!!--"<lead, finished, ka- was not in ·question. 1 1 1 t th · t "' 
put:'.' Co~son- sa.ys the pacification ongcr O era e e mep ncss, -Corson atgues that the evalua-

corruption and rot of the GV:'-i. lion.is based on the ""rossest of 
Tile. charge about the, "other program, called Revolutionaty (Government.of south .Vietnam). • 

waf:; is included in a sweeping Development in the latest phase or the nonperformance of the measurements" and Is used to 
ini!i'.ctm~nt-'.of-.U. s. policy and was shown•,b;s,the Vietcong Tet AR'v f h b "trumpet hosanna paper prog-

. .,._ ff · t b ,,. 'N ,:Army O t e Repu lie re.'s for po1·1·ti 0 al-reasons." Kom-ac~ion in,. V1ernam·; and of cor- o ens1ye· o. e Just one more f v· l ) " ·' , 0 ie nam · er's claim that two-thirds of 
rupl!ion'i- and-.. ineptitude on· the swindle in a Jong line of short- " , • s h v· The G-VN," he says, "is a the population is secure, he 
paTt· o,,;.t,.e:. ou_t_ tetnamese Jived· pacification programs," tt t · n , ·th military and,c1v11Jans. " . ro en, corrup ms I utrnn wt said, is a "glaring untruth." 

Tfie book;. "The Beiraya!,." No m_atte_r "hat the· reason little or no real popular suppot't Corsons says Westmoreland's 
pu·blished,. by w. w. Norton & or combmahon, of. reasons for even with the false front of belief that the central aim of 
Co., Inc., is by Lt. Col: Wi!Liam not facmg: the facts op_enly and free elections." Amcric;m military. strategy 
If. Corson,-.42,. who retired .. Sun- leY~,luig -w,th :t~e• Amencan pub- Corso~, also suggests with- must be to defeat Ille enemy 
day after:2s·years in the,Marine.• he, he ,says, the ?lunt_and m- drawal c,f all American military offensive_ is a. "grievous and 

1

cor~s. Hir·<is', jojning;the; eco- escapab_le concluswn IS that. advisers from the South Viet- fundamental error." 

I 
nomtcs· •department oLHoward· Rev_olut,~nary . D.evelopmen~ _or namese · army and allowing_ a Bolb LL Gen. Victor H. Kru­
Uhiversity: pac1flc,~t10n 1s dead; . fmts, .. coalition government, among lak and Lt. Gen. Lewis w. 
, The veteran-· of combat in kapot: · other m11ves;- Walt ot the Marin_•· Corps were 
'th s· d w ld \''. K. Corson advocates cessat,·on-- The .a11thor has. some of h1·s aware, Corson · says, that 
I 

e''. ecoll ·. or . ,, ar, or,ea · 

1 

and Vietnam was· reprimanded ot. the bombing of North Viet• harshest criticism Jar Robert W. "Search and destroy was the 

1
by the·-Marine-Corps· for--pub- nam; arguing that it does no Komer, :~ead of th-e.pacification _1gosp.el· according ·to Westmore• 

·lica\ion.ot the,_book, on:a-charge good. He suggests several steps effort, and· Gen, Willlam. C. 1 laod-.even though it was clearly 
that he. failed to submiL the to· avoid corruption and to reach Westmoreland,,. who has -left:as. I inadequate." · 

WASH:INGI'ON- POST --1 JULY 1968, 

:Unity· Still~_D·reaim· irn.Saie;on 
, !Dent. for a poli~1c1an o!'erat-· tlon .. of_- any· new arrange-- ment is not going to be built 

. mg 1_n· a ':1~tion. w1_thout me_nt wilh the.sec~s. into a- popu)ar, widely sup-
By Lee· Lescaze · ~ffecti~e ·?oli_hcaL parties,-It The_re was. a, time, when· ported political regime no 

wa,hln•"" Po,i:Fore11n se,vleo ., . ,~ an' 1nv1t~hon. to .form-p~r- ~~can. ~nd government matter what political deal-
SAIGON;· June 30- \!es; particularly parties officials paid •greater· heed ir,gs. are made with the tra-

Gi'eater- unity in the anti- which support the President, to the - requests .-of :the· Hoa. ditional power blocs in the 
Communist cause has for·· -a: !11an elected without .a Hao .and Cao. Dai minorities., capital. 
years been. one:.of·the goats._ polrtical base·to the-leader- A ·characteristic of the,VI-- None of these blocs has 
of American Vietnam policy ship of _a · nation; he;· is etnames1? political scene , · been able to produce signifi-
and _has_ been·a hoped-foMe- charge? with changµigmto since Tet has, been .. the,for-.- cant p91itical support for its 
sultof recent events:. a constitutional.democracy. mation c,f. political-org;mlzao- leaders. since the election, 

The Sept. 3 election was Overtures by Sects tions designed to .present a No·political organization has 
to bring a, popular govern-. unified ,.front in·,opposition been strong enough to com-
ment to South Vietnam; the Leaders of the Hoa Hao to the. Vietcong. It was mand a_ major voice In 
replacement of-- Premier and Cao Dai religious largely to these groups that Thieu's government or in 
Nguyen.Van Loe by Premier groups have ·recently .made Thieu spoke Saturday. the-opposition. · 
Tran van: Huong· was· to:· overtures to the Saigon gov- BuddhililReleased The weakness of the old-
broaden · to government's ernment. They would like · li11e groups was recognized 
popular base;. in the eyes·of more arms in exchange for The release from. detain- when Thieu asked°that there 
many officials, the'•Vietcong more energetic. loyalty to ment of .. Thich Tri Quang is be one opposition bloc in 
Tet offensive would . .have a, the anti-Communist cause. certain to please. many-of. the legislature to represent 
p-0sitive _ affect because,. it A senior American.official, the old -P!llitical group~ In all the dissident elements. 
would ,generate .support for. said last . week. that he had- Saigon ,)ppased · to Thieu'.s · On .past form, the divisions 
the government among -peo-.. no . .- knowledge. ot.- such ges-. 2over-nm,ent... within such a bloc would be 
ple. who previously had .been tur~~-Tellgious. But .. the· laSt six.· months: stronger than any common 

loath to .take sides.. groups. Vietnamese aides to: have demon5trated • that -Opposition to the l'resident's 
Oil Saturday, President the President make no men- South Vietnani's-~gov-ern- · programs. 

Thieu told a meeting of po­
litical and .religious leaders 
that one of. the major rea, 
sons the -war against the 
Communists bas. not been 
won Is. because . "there was­
no unity. and. cooperation 
among; our. politkal..organi­
zations." · 

Cooperation Laeklni:: 
It has beoome increas­

ingly apparent, however, 
that South Vietnam's dispar­
ite political organizations 
11re not willing .to cooperate 
unless the· government pro-.· 
vides a tempting reason for 
them to come into the fold, 
at least temporarily. 

Thieu said that he consid• 
ers "political parties as the 
c o' u n tr y 's Infrastructure 
wh1le the , government, in­
cluding both executive and 
legislature, is only its super-. 
structure." · 

This is an amazing state-

HANOI SACRIFICING TROOPS TO. GAIN ON POLITICAL FRONT • •• CONT'D 
coming.at bem·the cutting.edge 
for the• other_ Allies, a role, hi­
therto held by the, Americans .. 
This would lower American· 
casualties bnt not permit any 
U. S. combat units. to go home, 
these ,Americans. believe_ 

There is no sigl! the Viet­
namese population. has warmed 
toward a Saigon. Government 
tllat is staggering . thn>ngb one 
crisis after anotl!er, anxiously· 
nursed by the Ameriean Em, 
bassy. 
VIET DISSENSION 

"The people -iu&t do not accept · 
their Governme11t;'' one senkrr 
American commented. "What a 
pity this is, becauae we CID 
never capitalize on the otlttr 
side's mistakes." 

Dissension within !IN, Viet­
namese military high C()mml]ld 
adds to p0Jitical instability. . 

"T could launch a COUP d'etat 

a11Y tiine, I liked,. any_· time l 
wanted t,lo,. and. the-American• 
could not .stop me," Vice. Pl'esi-.. 
dent Nguyen. Cao Ky said a.few 
days ago.· 
1'00 MUll::B-POWER 

Ky was lolling in swimming. 
trunks Wlder a yellow parachut& · 
canopy shielding off the sun·. on 
a Nha 11'rang . beach. ·He bad : 
just vent,ed ,rage against Presi­
dent ·Nguyen Van Thieu, long :a 
rival, wb,> is now attempting to 
grasp cump{ete political and 
military power at the expense 
of Ky and his associates, 

"President N30 Dinh Diem 
craved too much power. Look 
what h~ppened to him," Ky 
commented, blinking under his 
blue basebaU cap. 

After be took over bhe, Ameri­
can troop command in Vietnam 
recently, Gen. Creighton W. 
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Abrams told a staff conferenee 
how he would handle-lhe enemy 
mi,nace on Saigon·: 

"We are going to drop Ml 
many B-52s. on them that all 
we'.11 need to , do is to send in 
an unarmed LURP long-range 
p~trol team with 11otebooks to 
k~ep score . . . " 

HOLDING ACfJON 
Firepower remains the key to 

Allied strategy, and the high­
flying B-52 bombers Abrams 
favors are pounding the country -
side-fr<1m the heavily populated 
Mekong Delta to the starkly 
gaunt DMZ. 

The Allies are fighting a hold­
ing action. When the reporter 
asked tbe former Vietnamese 
eom-mander in the delta, LI. 
Gen. N'guyen Due Thang. if he 
would get victory, he said, •·we 
hold on tight now, win later;'' 
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LOS ANGELES Til-- 23 JUNE 1968 (1 JULY) 

~outh Vietnamese -Forces Still 
e 

'~ nadequate to Defend Nation 
Causes Include Weapon Shortages, Inappropriate Military 
Tactics and Morale-Sapping Political Maneuvers in Saigon 

BY ROBERT S. ELEGANT 
Times Staff Writer 

SAIGON-South Vietnam's mili­
tarv forres still are inadequate to 
defend the nation. 

Much of the blame rests with the 
United States, !or South Vietnam•~ 
815 000-man militarv and paramili­
tar~ forces are largely creations of 
the A m e r i c a n s w h o planned, 
trained, equipped and guided them 
in batile. 

The shortcomings are rooted in a 
wide range of causes, both military 
ar.d nonmilitary. 

They can be found in the Eisen­
bower-Kennedy-J ohnson Adminis­
trations' policies of piecemeal esca­
lation, and in tha morale-sapping 
political maneuverings in Saigon 
and overseas. 

They can be found in inappropriate 
military strategy and ineffectual 
battlefield tactics. And they can be 
found in shortages, both in quality 
and quantity, of weapons and other 
military hardware. 

Beinr Ally Can Be Hard 
As a result, experience has taught 

the Vietnamese that it can be very 
difficult being an ally of the United 
States. 

A il.eeply concerned bystander, 
Foreign Minister Thanat Khoman of 
Thailand, recently described the 
problem in words the South Vietna­
mese are both too polite and too 
prudent to utter in public. 

• A major problem of the non­
Communists is that we are not 
geared to unconventional warfare," 
said Thanat. • Americans are not 
eflicien t in training the Sou th 
Vietnamese to carry on the war, but 
the other side has shown its ability 
to train the North Vietnamese. Our 
side seems very stingy with wea­
pons and equipment. We give our 
friends too little and too late," 

Thanat continued: "The North 
Vietnamese and the Viet Cong have 
a profusion of new weapons. Even in 
Laos, while the government troops 
have the old-style rifle, the Pathet 
Lao use the AK-47 and rocket­
Jaunchers. But every time the non­
Communist forces ask for modern, 
weapons, the United States finds 
cause to delay or refuse. Can you, for 
example, find a reason why the 
North Vietnamese can fly MIG-21s 
while the South Vietnamese cannot 
fly F-105s?" 

· The foreign minister ad­
ded: "Perhaps it is lack of 
trust, perhaps it is that 
Americans think they ue 
the best, some kind of 
supermen, the only Olles 
who can do the job. So 
we can't complain now 
that we haven't trained 

the South Vietnamese to 
fight the way by proxy." 

Thanat's facts are indis­
putable, thoug~ the re~­
son for Amencan pars1.., 
mony are complex.. 

More than two-and-Q• 
half years after the reCCll!l• 
mendation WM first made 
by U.S. officers In Sai45"on, 
all regular South Vi~tna­
mese infantry are cit last 
in the final stages of being 
equipped with th.e auto­
matic, !i.ght weig,llt M-16 
rifle. Supply of other wea­
pons to the regulars still 
lags,· while the Regional 
Forces a,nd the Popular 
Forces, the. first line of 
defense agail'l.$t Viet Cong 
attacks, are spectacularly 
outgunned by the enemy. 

The hum a n material 
with which American ad~ 
visors work is, of course, 
critical to success. The 
Vietnamese have demon­
strated that they can fight 
well g iv e n t he proper 
arms and leadership, 

Persistent Fear 
Political instability hr$e 

-partially an Amer.ican 
responsibility-furth~ in­
h i b l ts military qtiality. 
Nor does the P'~rsistent 
feil!r of a Hanoi-Washing­
ton deal, presl\.rnably de­
lete.rious to South Vietna­
mese adher~nts, inspire 
either leade.rs or troops. 

A substantial share of 
the respqnsibility for the 
indiffe~t performance of 
the Army of the Republic 
of Vietnam (ARVN) be­
fore the Communists' Tet 
offensive g a Iv an i zed 
South Vietnamese troops 
must, therefore, be laid at 
America's door. 

The United States, 
which began building the 
South Vietnamese armed 
forces in 1954, created an 
American-style army. But 
America failed to provide 
arms, helicopters and ve­
hicles adequate either in 
quality or quantity. 

Americans trained the 
South Vietnamese in the 
U.S. doctrine of pulling 
hack arid calling for mas­
Rive artillery and air sup. 
port when contact is made 
with the enemy. Now cri­
tics comnlain of ARVN's 
hrk of aigre 0 siveness and 
h'!ure to fight at close 

r·u:irters. Am~rican reluc• 
11nce to engage guerrlllas 
by night, transferred to 
f',e ARVN, is only now 
,lowly being overcome by 
hoth Americans and Viet­
na'11ese. 

Hany South Vietnamese 
co:nmanders are intensely 
aware of the psychohgicnl 
and political pro hlcms h­
herent in American practi• 
ces. 

Personal View 
Brig. Gen. Nguyen Xuan 

Thinh, commander of the 
South Vietnamese 25th DI• 
vision, offered a personal 
appraisal,: "My men don't 
care about casualties. 
They must capture their 
ob;ectlve even if they take 
many casualties. If Viet 
Cong resistance is too 
great and we withdraw for 
artillery and air support, 
Its bad for morale. I am 
c u I t I vating aggressive­
ness. • 

The words may, perhaps. 
exceed the reality. None­
theless, American ap?m,i­
eals or the 25th-once 
hown as the worst divi­
sion in the ARVN-since 
Thinh took over last Jan­
uary testify that. ht Is, 
indeed, cultivating aggres­
siveness-even tf his tac­
tics sometimes nm ooun­
t2r to Ameriein doctrine. 

Although ARVN units 
• re roughly SO% lower in 
effective combat tnanpow­
f'r; an Alllerican division 
1-as about twice the num-
1 er of howitzers and mor­
t 1,s of a ARVN d!visicn. 

T h e disproportion Is 
, 1ost acute in helicopters, 
the wa1'1 most prominent 
pm «,( military equip­
ment. TJ.1.e Vietnamese air 
force h•Js 120 obsolescent 
H-34 t.roop-carrylng · heli­
~ter s. The American 
1st Cavalry Division (Air­
ll!ltb'lle) ha, 200 modem 
helicopera of v a r i o u s 
~s. 

'!'he difference in fixed­
"IUl8 aircraft.also is strik­
~- The 'Vietnamese air 
force has only one squad­
ron of jet,-.deslgned as 
traiaen. · 

FullJArmed 

The dlspropartton in ba­
sic arm& ·II, .now being 
remedied, . :while certain 
crack ARYN units, like 
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the 5th Ranger Group, 
have been fully anned for 
some time. Nonetheless, 
the essential disproportion 
will persist in artillery and 
transport, as well as in 
technically sophisticated, 
but easily operated, sens­
ing devices like-the night­
seeing Starlight. 

If ARVN h-,! been con­
ceived and d:i,veloped as a 
swift-striking, anti-guerril­
la force, the imbalance in 
arms woold still be pain­
ful. lt ·would still be hard 
to explain to the ally of the 
world's greatest industrial 
pciwer that political reluc­
t :a n c e a n d commercial 
snarls prevent its being 
provided adequately with 
what is, after all, one of 
the cheapest and most 
a b u n d an t commodities 
available to the United 
States - metal machined 
into different forms. 

But since 1955, it has 
been distressing to watch 
ARVN's diversion from its 
logical course of develop­
ment by a succession of 
American chief advisers 
who appeared mesmerized 
by the Korean war. 

The chiefs of the Ameri­
can Military Advisory and 
Assistance Group acted as 
if the danger were a 
fro n ta I attack by th e 
North Vietnamese army 
across the demilitarized 
zone rather than guerrilla 
and semiconventional as­
u u Its throughout t h e 
country. The heavy, road­
bound army thus created 
was, nonetheless, never 
adequately equipped for 
its presumed mission. 

Moreover, American ad­
ministrations consistently 
rejected then - President 
Ngo Dinh Diem's pleas that 
the irregular units, the 
Regional Forces and Pop­
ular Forces which now 
make up almost half the 
formal c o mp o n e n t of 
South Vietnam's armed 
forces, be expanded and 
properly armed, paid and 
equipped. Those ragged­
uniformed forces that are 
today heavily outgunned 
by the Viet Cong will still 
be outgunned, even by 
local guerrilla units, when 
their present melange of 
obsolete weapons is even­
tually replaced. 

The fundamental Amer• 
ican strategy might almost 
have been contrived to 
place ARYN at disadvan­
tage. 

First advisers and then 
specialized A m e r i c a n 
units trickled into the 
country under the Eisen­
hower and Kennedy Ad­
ministrations. Even when 
the Johnson Admlnistra-

CONTINUID NEXT PAGE 
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REPORT ,-
FROM I 

WASHINGTON r;=i 

New Russian 
Missile Stand 
Is Significant By Walter Trohan I 

CHIEF OF CHICAGO TRIBUNE'S c=, 
WASHIN<iTON BUREAU I I 

ll T ASHING TON, June 30-The surprising and unexpected 
ff suggestion that the Russians are ready to discuss limita­

llon of missiles is a most interesting international 
d~velopment. 

President Johnson has long proposed that the United 
States and Russia discuss limitation of the 
missile race. The first favorable reaction 
came during a 90 minute report by soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei A. Gromyko to 
the semi-annual session of the Supreme 
soviet in which he declared Russia "is 
ready to enter an exchange of opinions" 
on "the mutual limitation and later the 
reduction of strategic weapons, both of­
fensive and defensive, including anti­
missile missiles." 

If the Russians are sincere, and that 
is always a paramount question in any 

Trohan dealing with the masters of the Krem-
lin, this could be a most significant move for both nations and 
for the world. 

Both Russia and the United States have their financial 
problems, both face unrest at home, and it would seem that 
neither can afford to finance war, such as the conflict in Viet 
Nam, to say nothing of a war between the world's two most 
important powers. 

One of the world's most powerful bankers recently discussed 
the situation of the two countries in an off.the-record interview. 
He said the United States has erred in trying to run the world 
by buying friendship and the Russians erred in trying to rule 
by terror. Neither method, be added, has been successful. 

Russia never expected to keep the iron curtain countries. 
The Russians thought they would be forced out so they stripped 
what became the captive nations of their forests, resources and 
possessions. This is the reason for unrest in Romania, Poland, 
and Czechoslovak_ia. Twenty years has not been enough to re• 

SOUTH VIETN.ru1ESE FORCES••• CONTINUED 
hon decided to commit Other fundamental 
American combat troops p r ob 1 e m s h au n t the 
in significant numbers, ARVN. For one American 
those units arrived piece- and SOU t It Vietnamese 
meal. operations are coordinated 

Washington embraced by goodwill; rather than 
the theory of progressive directed by a llingle au• 
e s c a 1 a t i o n. Military thority, such as during the 
pressure would mount by Korean war. Also, Ameri­
clearly marked incre- can officers are associated. 
ments until the Viet Cong with ARVN units as advi• 
and the North Vietnamese sers. Relations range from 
were forced to give up cool to good, depending 
their attempt to conquer largely on personalities. 
the south. Since American officers 

Powerful Enemy normally serve only one 
The strategy actually year, ARVN officers, ma­

worked in reverse. We ny veterans of more than a 
forced the North Vietna- decade of combat, are 
mese themselves to coun- 0 ft en unimpressed by 
terescalation. But we were neophyte advisers. Some­
prepared neither to cope ti m e S. the Americans, 
with that escalation In the counting their remaining 
south nor to prevent it by tours day by day, actually 
blocking the channelB of inhibit the aggressiveness 
resupply and reinforce- of ARVN commanders. 
ment through Laos. ARVN In 1968 ls a more 

ARVN and its auxiliary effect Ive and better 
units consequently face a equipped force than were 
powerful enemy-largely the armies of the Republic 
North Vietnamese in com- of Korea in 1953, when the 
position and e n ti re I y war ended there. But It is 
equipped from the north- wholly unrealistic to ex­
which they cannot possib- pect those undergunned 
Jy defeat by themselves. and hard-tried forces to 
We forced the enemy to assume the major burden 
e s c a 1 at e, but failed to of the war, the panacea 
counterescalate our allies' many American politlcl-

1 JULY 1968 . 
store the ravage&ar and post war plunder. 
Both U. S., i!ffssia Seek to Cut Spending 

RUSSIA hasn't won friendship of the captive nations. Now 
Russia has been moving into the Mediterranean, long eyed ,, 

by the czars, and this may prove expensive without winning · .r 
friendship, 

Ru:;sia has given 3 billions to Nasser in Egypt and is pre­
paring to give another three billions. Russia has been spending 
billions to support North Viet Nam in the war in Southeast 
Asia. Russia has been selling gold to meet the drain. American 
gold has been sent abroad because of the drain here. 

Both countries may be searching for ways to slow down the 
drain. One of the best ways would be reduction of armaments, 
if we could be sure the Russians were honest and not interested 
in weakening us by trickery. 

In his penetrating study, "The Case Against Missile De­
fense," which now becomes pertinent in view of the Russian 
move toward talks, Dr. Jeremy I. Stone, an experienced analyst 
of national security issues, has written: 

"Faced with rising unrest at home, an expensive war 
abroad, inflation, and a balance of payments deficit, the United 
States is finding it ever harder to persuade European· bankers 
and European institutions to hold United States dollars rather 
than gold." 
Important Question the West Must Answer 

DR. Stone warns that under these conditions "a decision to 
spend resources on missile defense is likely to be· the 

worst possible step." He adds that this is especially true when 
the ma:iority of the American intelligence community no tonger 
believe1: that the soviets' "Tallinn" system has any significant 
anti-ballistic missile capability. 

"In my vew, the important question for the west is whether 
the national interest of the United States demands that she 
try to protect against the low-probability threat of nuclear war, 
even if the chance of effective orotection is itself small over 
the long ruti," Dr. Stone said. · 

"Perhaps any amount of money and any- encouragement· to 
the arms race are worth a small chance of protecting American 
society, and perhaps nothing in the resultant arms race can 
make the United States much more vulnerable than she is 
now . . . The United States must learn, just as people must 
learn, t,o distinguish between a legitimate interest in insurance 
and an obsessive, neurotic concern for an unachievable nuclear 
security," 
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William S. White di7c~ssion of •. limitation of 

missiles may ID truth have 

Red Missile Bid 
Coulol Bring Big 
Johnson Finale. 

WASHINGTON. 

B ELOW the somber and 
ceasefoss drumbeats of 

the Vietnam dilemma and the 
shrill clamors of a domestic 
political citmpaign, there runs 
now witbi,1 the Johnson Ad­
ministration an undertone of 
genuine feeling that in- these 
last mcmtlls of his service the 
Presidimt may yet score a 
major o'iplomatic break­
through with the Soviet Union, 

Of cour,;e, once bitten is 
twice shy; and many times 
bitten is many times more shy 
when the White House ap­
proaches any Russian gesture 
that may appear to promise 
abatement in the cold war. All 
the same, and making al­
lowance for past disappoint­
ment and disillusion, the fact 
remains that the ·Administra­
•tion is inclined to believe that 
the Russians' sudden affirma­
tive response to the Pres­
ident's lon1:-standing offer for 

substantial meaning and· may 
raise 2cu11heotic hope. 

• • • 
If this should< turn. out to be 

the case it wouli!i be, ironic, 
Indeed. It would; mean that 
only' after renouncing lils of• 
lice· had the Presldiml been 
able to convince the Russians 
of a vast point which In the 
full powers of that office he 
had never been able to make 
them accept, This point was 
that this country was honestly 
prepared lo make accom, 
modations with Moscow, so 
long as they were realistic 
and enforceable accommoda, 
lions, to reduce a possibility of 
nuclear holocaust that lliir 
hangs over the world and will 
so hang whatever may or may 
not happen in the Vielnams. 

• • • 
However beset by Vietnam 

and al! the rest of it, in short, 
the President from the day he 
took his oath bas identified the 
real and the big objective as a 
thaw in the cold war with the. 
one nation that still holds 
the ultimate Communist power 
.and menace, the Soviet Union. 

Accordingly, to this matter, 
and specifically to missile fun. 
itatiou, be has given an abso-
COTINUED NEXT PAGE power. ans offer. 
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RED ~ITSSILE BID 
"• • CONTINUED 

·.ute and a continuous priority. 
:ror 18 months now, for exam-

~ pie, he has had direct and 
\, personal . ch_arge of this diplo­

m·atic m1ss1le probe, ass1Sted 
,t some intermediate points 
by Secretary of State Dean 
Rusk and others but still hold­
ing the ball at every critica·\ 
juncture wholly in his own 
hands. 

To be sure, nobody here is 
prepared t-0 assume !-Or a fact 
that this time the Russians 
mean business. The only way 
to put it is to say that this 
time all the information avail­
a,ble to this Government does 
suggest that for whatever rea­
son and however improbably, 
tlley really clo. Why now a 
Soviet act of conciliation that 
has for so long been so stonily 
withheld by Moscow? 

• * ' 
There are several provision­

al answers; one can take bis 
pick. It may be that Moscow 
is willing to deal with a lame 
duck Administration precisely 
because that is what it is, It 
may be that Moscow fears the 
election of Richard Nixon, 
whose general foreign policy 
line is harder than Mr. John-
son's. 

• • • 
At all events, bhe atmos­

phere in the highest places in 
this Government is less gray 
than it has been in a long 
time. A certain cheerfulness 
insists upon breaking through 
among the President's associ­
ates at the possibility that he 
might y•et leave his task with 
a dirlomatic victory that could 
ba:-:!ly be denied. 

JI they are wrong, then they 
are wrong. They can scarcely 
be blamed, however, if they 
now discern a little light some• 
when, 

SAN DIEGO UNION 
20 JUNE 1968(1JULY) 

U.S., India 
Eye Defense 
Of Asia 
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Soviet missile-curb talk 
By Takashi Oka 

Staff correspondent of 
The Christ.ian Science Monitor 

Moscow 

Soviet relations with the United States, 
Mr. Gromyko said, were "still burdened by 
the aggressiveness of the United States for• 
eign policy and primarily by. the . war W:; 
leashed by the United States m Vietnam. 

The Soviet Union has taken an important The Foreign Minister's reference to the 
step forward towiird talks with the United possibility of antimissile talks came only in 
States on mutual restriction of antimissile the context of general disarmament discus-
defense systems. sions. 

If successful, the t'alks will save both He said the nuclear nonproliferation 
counll'ies billions of defense dollars which treaty, approved by the United Nations 
might otherwise be spent building anti- General Assembly, was the culmmatlon of 
missiles, the effectiveness of which is still many years of long '."ork by th~ Central 
far from fully proved. Committee of the Soviet Commumst Party 

In a major foreign policy address to the and of the Soviet Government. He sug­
Supreme Soviet, Thursday, Foreign Minister gested that this agreement could_ be fol­
Andrei A. Gromyko declared his govern- lowed by an international convent1on ban­
ment's readiness for "an exchange of. views" ning all use of nuclear _weapons. "Our 
on the "search for an agreement on mutual country is ready to affix its s1gn~ture to 
restriction and later reduction of strategic such an international document 1mmed1-
means of delivery of nuclear weapons, of- ately," he said. 
fensive and defensive, including that of Mr. Gromyko then said the Soviet Union 
antimissiles." was ready to "discuss a whole complex of 

The curly haired, durable Soviet Foreign other proposals on nuclear disarmament, 
Minister, speaking crisply to the thousand jointly or separately, at one conference or 
Soviet legislators assembled in the gleaming at several, bearing in mind that it is neces­
air-conditioned Kremlin Palace of Con- sary to exclude idle words from the vocabu. 
gresses, did not mention the United ·states lary of those who discuss such important 
in this context. But his meaning was clear. problems." 

· "One of the untried fields of disarma-
'Brick by brick' ment," he continued, "is the search for an 

Only the United States and the Soviet agreement on mutual restriction and later 
Union have begun to build costly antimissile reduction of strategic means of delivery of 
missiles, and President Johnson has wanted nuclear weapons, offensive and defensive, 
talks on the subject for well over a year. including that of antimissiles. The Soviet 
The Americans say they began their pro- Government is ready for an exchange of 
·gram reluctantly, after it was clear the views on this question as well." 
Soviet side had already started to surround Mr. Gromyko reiterated the Kremlin's 
Moscow with a new antimissile system. tough line against West Germany, accusing 

Mr. Gromyko's speech thus represents a Bonn of reviving the Nazi demand for 
real breakthrough for President Johnson's "living space." He placed on West Ger­
effort to widen areas of agreement with the many "the entire responsibility for the ag­
Soviet Union, to build peace "brick by gravation of the situation around West 
brick." But the Foreign Minister carefully Berlin." 
dissociated his offer to talk from the Amer• As for the Bonn proposal to exchange 
ican President's Glassboro, N.J., speech and statements on the renunciation of force, 
other conciliatory gestures. Mr. Gromyko said that what was needed 

Mr. Gromyko's references to the United was a "clearcut and precise recognition of 
States, though sharp, were not as barbed the fact of the existence of the German 
as some of the commentaries recently car• Democratic Republic," 
ried in Soviet newspapers. He affirmed the Referring obliquely to Czechoslovakia, 
"increasing isolation" of the United States Mr. Gromyko said, "Shortsighted and in 
in the international arena and· urged it to vain are the calculations of those who 
reach a political settlement with North Viet- would like to wrest at least one link out of 
~.am. The Vietnamese people, he · said, the socialist community. The socialist com-

have no friends more loyal than the So- munity will not a:llow this to happen." 
viet Union and the fraternal socialist coun- On Communist China, the Soviet Foreign 
tries." Minister said his country was doing its 

He. accused Washington of "connivance" utmost to keep up state relations with spe­
with Israel in floating United Nations reso• cific proposals on trade and on the joint use 
lutions calling for Israeli withdrawal from of the Amur and other frontier rivers. "But 
seized Arab territories. · Peking remains deaf to any initiative 

prompted by sclicitude for the present and 
''the curve of munitions production in the s · Ch' 1 t· " M By JAMES CARY u · d S • future of ov1et- mese re a 10ns, r. 

. coo,,, N,w, s,,.,;,, mte tales 1s rising," the Foreign Minis• Gromyko said, 
WASHINGTON - High-level ter said, "While the influence of the United He disclosed trade had fallen to 5 percent 

delegations from India and the States is declining, The military might of of the 1959 figure. "Cultllral relations have 
United States will meet in New imperialism is contained by the might practically stoppe4." 
Delhi June 28-30 to explore 1-cc.rc.".ca·"'te,..d .. _ _.b.._th=e;..;:;S;;;,ov.;.;iaaet"-'.::e.::.o,;:l:,-::e:...'_' _____________________ _ 
global issues, including the de- a · · u s f · ·ct 
fense of Asia, of the policies and positions 111• ny · mcrease m . . oreign a1 

valved in e~h other's foreign to result from the meeting. The Uooersecretary of State Ni- d' · ·11 b · d and internal policies. 1scuss1ons WI e a1me more cholas D. Katzenbach will head t th ·1 f th b 1· 
h U S M DISCUSSION POINTS 

a e secun y o e su con 1-
t e • • team, and inister of nent than at economic issues. 
State Shi B. R. Bhagat the Indi- The officials said the United The United States has been 
an participants. States wants to discuss China, concerned for some time over 

The talks, first of their type the other powers on the Indian what will happen when British 
for the two nations, could su~ontinent; the relationship of power is removed from the In­
evolve into the same tYP8 of Indmn development to Asian de- dian Ocean and from military 
annual Cabinet-level meetings fense and the problems expect- bases in Aden and Singapore by 
the United Slates conducts with ed in the 1970s. 1971. 
Japan. "We have no intention of ne- ·NAVAL VA,...,.,.. 

Officials said both sides have gotiaf ts ·c· ""um 
be mg agreemen on spec1 1c II has been fea-~ Sovi'et na. en trying to arrange such subjects," an official said. '"" 
talks for some time as a means He also said he did not expect val power might move into the 
of gaining better understanding vacuum. 'l'bis concern was un-
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derlined by the recent visit of a 
Russian fleet to Indian ports. 

There is also some concern 
here over the continued pur­
chase of Soviet planes and other 
arms by India. Th~ United 
States has spent $7.l billion do!• 
Jars since 1946 to prop up the 
Indian economy. 

In 1966 U.S. economic aid -
including massive wheat ship­
ments to alleviate a famine -
soared to $913 million. 

U.S. military aid to India has 
been virtually nil since the In• 
do-Pakistani war. 
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DOD Details New Satc!m System 
Strategic program would boost traffic capacity greatly; funding 
for synchronous satellites, terminals would start in Fiscal 1969 
By Katherine Johnsen 

Washington-Defense Dept. has made a firm decision to move forward with a. 
new strategic satellite communications system that would multiply by hundreds of 
times the traffic capacity of the 25-satellite Initial Defense Satellite Commuica­
tions System (IDCSP). The cost range of the new system would be $100-200 
million. 

At an initial presentation last week before the House government military 
operations subcommittee, Dr. Gardiner L Tucker, deputy director, Defense 
research and engineering, said the Defense Dept. was ready to issue rnquests for 
proposals after consultations with other interested congressional commii:tees. 

Funding of the new system-De­
fense Satellite Communications System 
(DSCS)-would start in Fiscal 1969, 
which begins July I. 

It will comprise mure than three 
synchronous satellites and more than 
six ground terminals. 

Key Feature 
The key feature will be the use of 

very narrow-beam, ' steerable antennas 
in the satellites, illuminating an area of 
the earth's surface 1,000-2,000 mi. in 
diameter. The ·satellite would also have 
earth coverage antennas illuminating 
one-third of the earth's surface. 

Each satellite will be capable of pro­
viding hundreds of channels over the 
portion of the earth that is visible to it. 
Additional hundreds of channels will 
be available within the much smaller 
area illuminated by the narrow beams. 

The present Philco/ Ford IDCSP 
satellites provide five and 12 channels. 
The determining factor is the power of 
the ground stations with which the 
satellite operates. 

The narrow beam antennas could be 
locuscel on any desired areas-for ex­
ample, Hawaii and Southeast Asia-and 
used with very small and quickly de­
ployable ground terminals. 

The DSCS satellites would be com• 
parable to the Intelsat 4 series now 
under consideration for commercial 
service by the 61-nation International 
Telecommunications Satellite Consor­
tium (Intelsat). Intelsat is evaluating 
four Intelsat 4 proposals-two by 
Lockheed Missiles & Space Co. and 
one each by Hughes Aircraft Co. and 
TRW Systems (AW&ST June 10, p. 15). 

The Intelsat 4 would have two steer­
able, narrow-beam antennas and two 
earth coverage antennas. For commer­
cial service, the narrow beams would be 
used with major permanent ground sta­
tions equipped with 85-ft. antennas to 
provide service between big traffic cen­
ters such as the eastern U.S. and 
Europe. The Intelsat 4 would have more 
than 5,000 channels. Six transponders 
functioning with the earth coverage an­
tennas would provide more than 1,800, 
channels, and six transponders func-, 
tioning with the narrow beam antennas 
would provide more than 4,200 chan­
nels. 

The new system, planned by Defense 
Dept., repre1ents a technological leap 
over the advanced DSCS under con­
sideration a year ago, but is less am­
bitious in cost and size. The cost of 
the former program was estimated at 

$500 million and would havE, included 
nine synchronous satellites and 250 
ground terminals (AW&ST Sep1. 4, 1967, 
p. 18). 

"Last summer the evidem,e was in 
hand to support the judgment that sat­
ellites which kept stationary positions 
above the earth and provided antenna 
beams which concentrated most of their 
power in the direction of the earth 
could be confidently designed for op­
erational use." Tucker said. 

Mechanical Platforms 
He continued: 
"The accumulation of engineering 

experience with satellite-borne sensors, 
motors, bearings. electronics and con­
trols has led, in the past several months, 
to the confidence that mecha.nical plat­
torrns can be provided and controlled 
on satellites which are stabfo in their 
orientation to within less than a degree 
in angle, and that mechanisms for steer­
ing and pointing antennas can be pro­
vided on these platforms and controlled 
to comparable accuracy, and that such 
systems can attain mean-times-to-failure 
measured in vears. The combined ef• 
feels of progr~ss in many areas of tech­
nology has made prudent the use of 

_narrow beam antennas for operational 
systems." 

In addition, Tucker said, an evalua­
tion of experience during th1, Vietnam 
war has given the Defense Dept. "a 
very clear appreciation" of the role 
which the planned new system could 
play in the future. 

"In Southeast Asia we have spent 
hundreds of millions of doUars pro­
viding long-range communications to 
and within the theater," he noted. 

"Since much construction was re­
quired for these conventional fixed 
plant facilities, the full communica­
tions capacity has often lag,ged many 
months behind the buildup c,f forces," 
he added. 

"The realistic possibility of narrow­
bram, steerable antennas and smaller 
highly transportable terminals," he 
continued, "together with th.: clear re­
quirement for a capability for rapid 
buildup of command communications 
in contingency situations has led to a 
qualitative shift in our thinking and 
planning for the DSCS system." 

Tucker pointed out that the addition 
of the narrow-beam feature will sub­
stantially increase the satellite cost, de­
lay initial launch and reduce satellite 
reliability. 
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"If the main purpose of the satellite I 
system is to provide tough trunking 
links .. for unique and vital traffic, 
then the narrow heams are a poor buy." 
he said: "In the Pacific theater: for 
example, we have to interconnect 
Alaska, the continental U.S., Hawaii, 
Guam, Japan. Southeast Asia and 
Australia, so the value of a . narrow 
beam is small. 

Addition Supported 
"However. since the main purpose 

includes a requirement to provide 
rapidly communications into and within 
contingency areas. then the addition of 
the narrow beam is well worth the cost, 
delay and difficulty." 

The 25 IDCSP satellites now in use 
are designed with a switch to turn the 
satellites off after six years in orbit to 
prevent frequency interference when 
they are replaced. This means that even 
without any satellite failures, these 
satellites will start becoming inoperable 
in June, 1972-six years after the initial 
launch of seven satellites. 

Lifetime of the IDCSPs has far ex­
ceeded the Defense Dept. 's original 
estimate of a maximum of three years. 
All 25 of the satellites that achieved 
orbit are performing within specifica­
tions, although there have been some 
component failures and the resort to 
backup components. The Defense 
Dept. now estimates that the average 
lifetime of the IDOSPs could be well 
over 10 years. 

Because of technological advances it 
will be possible to include ground-con• 
trolled switchoff features in the new 
DSCS satellites. 

The Defense Dept. plans to launch 
the DSCSs starting in late 1970 or early 
197 I. It i, estimated that at least 20 
JDCSPs still will be operational until 
the end of 1971. 

Following is the stat1:1$:rcport Tucker 
gave the subcommittee on·the programs 
for the U.S. IDCSP, the· U.S.-U.K. 
IDCSP. 11.e NATO IDCSP. and the 
tactical satellite communications pro­
gram (TacSatCom): 

■ U.S. IDCSP. There arc now 22 
land-based antennas operating with the 
25 satellites in near-circular or-bits of 
about 18,200 mi.: two fixed U.S. ter­
minals with 60-ft. antennas. 13 Hughes 
transportable 40-ft. antennas and seven 
readily transportable Radiation, Inc., 
18-ft. antennas. 

Six of the 40-ft. antennas and the 
seven smaller antennas were deployed 
over the past year. 

A year ago, the Defense Dept. 
started a program of improving the 
two-channel capacity of the 40-ft. ter­
minals. So far, nine have been upgraded 
to 12-channel capacity. The remaining 
four have been upgraded to five-chan­
nel capacity, and will be improved to 
12-channel capacity after the required 
equipment to do this is delivered this 
fall, 

Tucker estimated the reliability of 
the 40-ft. terminals at about 90% and 

CONTINUID NElT PAGE 
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NATIONAL OBSERVER - l JULY ~il &., SA'lt:OM SYSTEM 
••• CONTINUED 

NATO Signals.the Kremlin It's ,aid the performance of the recen•;, 
installed 18-ft. terminal, ,o far ha, 
heen good, Time to Talk Over Troop Cutbacks The terminal points arc in the Wash­
ington. D.C., area, New Je"ey. Col­
orado, California, Hawaii. Guam . 
Australia, Korea, Okinawa. Philippine,. 
South Vietnam. Thailand, Ethiopia and 
West Germany. 

At the June 1966 meeting or foreign 
ministers of the North Atlantic Treaty Or­
ganization (NATO), a Danish proposal for 
an East-west conference on European se­
curity was rejected with but a modicum or 
polite debate. But in the two years since 
then, NATO officials have had a change of 
outlook. They have turned their thoughts 
from the strictly military Issue of defend­
Ing Western Europe against Communist 
attack to the political one of eventually 
ending the Cold War In Europe. 

At their spring meeting last week In 
Reykjavik, Iceland, the NATO foreign min­
isters declared that, despite new Commu­
nist pressure on West Berlin and a Rus­
sian naval build-up In the Mediterranean, 
the time had come for East and West to 
begin considering ways of reducing their 
military forces In Europe. 

The NATO officials made no specific 
proposals in their call for "mutual and 
balanced force-reductions" In Europe, nor 
did they suggest any timetable tor discuss­
Ing the Idea. The foreign ministers held 
scant hope that Russia would respond im­
mediately to the offer. But they did want 
to signal the Kremlin that the West was 
ready-whenever the Russians were-to 
take advantage of the present mood of 
detente on both sides of the Iron Cur­
tain and try to reduce tension In Eu­
rope. 

Though the Russians officially Ignored 
the NATO call, j\,l:OSCOW aPParently sent 
out a signal of Its own that could lead to 
a relaxation of strains between East and 
West. In a speech In Moscow, Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko said 
Russia was ready to discuss limitations 
on offensive . and defensive missile sys­
tems. 

However, mutual · troop reductions 
would be politically unpalatable for Russia 
now, The Russians would leave them­
selves open to the accusation that they 
were enabling the United States to divert 
troops to Vietnam, Too, with czechOslova­
kia loosening Its ties to Moscow and Ro­
mania pursuing policies inimical to the 
Kremlin, the Russians undoubtedly would 
be reluctant to thin out their troops In 
other Eastern European countries. Vi­
kenty Matveyev, an authoritative but un­
ofllcial Russian commentator, described 
the NATO Idea as hypocritical and ac­
cused the West of "building up armed 
forces on the borders of Socialist coun­
tries." 

Political Pressure May Help 
Despite this anticipated soviet reac­

tion, NATO officials believe that political 
pressure from East Europeans, and the 
high cost of maintaining 240,000 Russian 
troops in Poland, Hungary, and East Ger­
many sooner or later will force the Rus­
sians to consider cutting back their mili­
tary contingents in Eastern Europe, 

This ferment In the Soviet bloc con­
trasts sharply with the solidarity the 
NATO nations showed at Reykjavik. There 
was no talk about NATO "disarray." No­
body castigated France, which has 
dropped out of NATO's integrated military 
s_t~ucture but remains a member of the po­
llt1cal arm of the 15-member alliance. The 
French, In turn, made no effort to obstruct 
the meeting. The French did refuse to sub­
scribe to that part of the communique call­
ing for military reductions, but neverthe­
less said they supported the Idea, 

. Indeed, the French pull-out from 
NATO'.s military command gave birth to a 
NATO self-appraisal in 1967 that subse­
quently led to the decision to seek East­
west military reductions in Europe. After 
the French withdrawal, NATO set up sev­
eral commissions to search for ways or 
mot;lernizing the 19-year-old alliance in a 
time when the organization's raison 
d'etre-defense against Russian attack­
seemed to be growing less compelling. 
The commissions focused on a long-range 
program of Improving relations between 
the West and the Soviet bloc. Even before 
the commissions were set up, President 
Johnson t.old U.S. officials to switch their 
emphasis in NATO affairs from the mili­
tary to the political In hope of finding ways 
to strengthen the alliance after France's 
military withdrawal. 

The troop-cutback proposals gained Im­
petus from debate in the U.S. Senate over 
the size of American forces In Europe, In 
a 1966 resolution, 44 senators called for a 
"substantial reduction" In the number of 
Gis based in · Europe, regardless of 
whether the Russians took a similar move. 
The Administration argued that It too, 
wanted to bring home some of the 220,000 
American soldiers In Europe, but only If 
Russia matched any Western troop cuts. 
"Detente and security are complemen­
tary." Secretary of state Dean Rusk told 
the foreign ministers last week, 

The NATO studies on measures lo slim 
down the military forces In Europe are 
still under way. "This work involves ex­
tremely delicate and complex problems of 
force comparison," explained Manllo Bro­
sio, the NATO secretary general. 

.Among the broader suggestions are 
creation of a disarmament zone in central 
Europe to serve as a pilot plan for later 
extension to other European areas, and es­
tablishment of a nuclear-free zone cover­
Ing Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the two 
Germanies. The commissions also have 
studied less-ambitious proposals for re­
ducing ground forces, air forces, or a mix­
ture of both, while maintaining present 
bases. Other proposals before the commis-

Over the past year, ,ix Hughe, ,hip­
ba,ed 6-ft. antennas were introduced 
and demonstrated the communications 
capacity for which they were designed, 
hut rcliahility was not satisfactory. 
After modifications are incorporated 
they will he um! on major naval com­
mand ,hip,. 

■ U.S.-U.K. IDCSP. There ha, been 
some slippage, but this program is now 
progressing satisfactorily and launch 
of a svnchronous Philco/ Ford Skynet 
satellite is scheduled for mid-1969, 

USAF is procuring two Sky nets for 
U.K .. one for backup, After launch by 
USAF. the satellite. as well as the 
ground station complex, will he con­
trolled hy U.K. 

Joint effort, arc under way to insure 
the interoperahility of the U.S. and 
U.K. satellites and terminals, 

■ 11.ATO IDCSP. USAF shortly w_ill 
procure two Skynet-type satellhes for 
NATO, and first launch is planned for 
late.1%9 (AW&ST Dec. 25, 1967. p, 12). 

Other NATO nations will provide 
the ground station,. hut U ,S, will con­
trol the satellite. 

■ TacSatCom. Launch of Hughes 
TacSatCom is now scheduled for early 
next year. By this time. experimental 
ground, sea and airborne terminals will 
be deployed for testing with the satel­
lite (AW&ST Jan, 15. p, 66), 

A joint test plan will be completed 
within a year. providing for extensive 
evaluation with TacSatCom of a variety 
of networks and configurations, includ­
ing terminals installed in tactical ve­
hicles, such as jeeps, submarines, small 
and large ships. and operational aircraft 
of the three military services. 

sions Involve troop pull-'!lacks from the i-----CH_I_C_A_GO __ -_I_BUNE _____ _ 
front lines without any Immediate reduc- m 
lion In the size of the contending forces. 1 · JULY 1968 

Rusk Flies to Bonn SAIGON ATTACK 
NATO's conciliatory attitude was ap. S 

parent tn the final communique of the I N'T NEAR, U, S. 
two-day foreign-ministers• meeting. The GENERAL SAYS 
NATO officials asserted that East German 
restrictions on west German travel t.o and 
from West Berlln constituted a "deliberate SAIGON, Viet Nam, June 30 
attempt to Jeopardize detente" In Europe, (UPD-Maj. Gen. John H. Hay 
but proposed no retaliatory measures. yesterday belittled speculation 
After the Reykjavik meeting, secretary that a Viet Cong assault on 
Rusk flew to Bonn to confer with west Saigon is neat. 
German officials on the East German "It is a possibility, but there 
moves. is no indication of ,it at this 

time," the United States com-
East German restrictions Imposed on mander of the newly formed 

'June 11 require passports and visas for capital military district said. 
West Germans traveling through East H d 'ed 
German territory on trips to west Berlin. e em press reports that 

special secmity measures have 
Another set of restrictions takes effect been taken in the Sai<ron area 
July 1. These Include new taxes and tolls • ., 
on trucks, buses, and barges crossing East because of a threatened enemy 
German territory to West Berlin. The East attack this week-end. 
Germans indicated that all the talk about "There has been no increase 
detente and military cutbacks would not in alertness because there is 
distract them from following through on no need for it," be told re-
travel restrictions. For the moment, at porters. "As matter of fact, it 
least, the movement toward military dis- is so quiet it worries me." The 
engagement In Europe clearly was one- general's command wu cre-
slded. -RICHARD EGAN ated June 4 to counteract the 
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.growing commllllist pressure 
against the capital city, 
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· t ADl>SPACE'.::ooI,Y;,. l JULI 1• . ~ .<< ~ 

JA.CKSDN '0:ELIGHJFEb' AT PR0£RECT OF U.S. -S,OVlET TA.L'!f ON STRATf:.GI.C WE/if?ONS 

·RJ:Jssfo!.~ iQicho:swap.,:apir.i,ions w.ith the U ,$ .• :or., tl:i.etp:ossible I imitations of st.roteg•Fc::,we.Qpcii:is· i 

drew ·a d:eJ:ighted: reodfon· horn Sem .... Henry M. Jbck'S-tlA (D-Wrish.)., who mo~shal.led odvqcQtes-0:f' 
1 

' 

na:tiona:l.scec.or,ity Fast week to defeat on attempf re-delay deploym·ent of.· flife Serifinet~ysteln 
fuw et. )!mr.., -

lni.-res.P,On$e•to:-on: onnourtt:ement.,by 5'ovi'ef·fo:r-eign m<iir.1,i:st;er. ARdre .G'lreinfyl<.o, -Jo<:-kSCfl;,sa)d, 
"T ·eirm·d:eHgh,tred onh:e.·rrews: thonhe-5-ovi.ets.:ore n·ow ree1d-y,to>.ex-cha,ng·e views 0wit-h1.vs ·of\: the limito­
m:atls ohtroJegic nod:ear-offer.is-ive·.a.nd def'er:is<1ve-wediJ1i6r1':sy,stil!,ms, fodudil'lg the PiB'M. 'rh~s was one 
Gf:ou,1:-aat.ec:tives, rhis wos:one ofth:e cor:npelling,·r.easom:s::fer,,ur.ging the Sena!:e, to vo-!e .. for d:eploy­
mer.it .oFthecS.enfineJ ABM syrtern--ro.:strengthen the :President's diplomatic hand vis-a-vis rh'e Soviets 
am.cl to, rm.prove the chances:thtot ·Mosc◊w·w11lll{d'.stot:t·tcd.k-ing to us ·on th is range·. of issues .• 11 

Th:e possible Ri:lssic:r.r re:oction to the Sen'tinel' was, .. on:es.of. the or.gum~nts that Jackson· used to 
defeat the. Ha.rt-Co.op:er: or:irendmer:rt·to·dep~oyment. He stress·e-d that the basic· purpose of th:e systern 
was to,st~.engthe:n, t:h'e U. s:. d:i!pl·omati:c·.pos:i-t'i'on,, ' 

.ls.ck~n. said:,. "'For more, than-·ei.ghteen·•mi,n-ths,the P:r:esi'den.t hos been 'trying to .. persuade the 
·ltussio:nsr:t.o:t:oJk,ahaut·t+ris:c:rit-i·ccd sob;fect. At los.t:i, we·oppe1;1r,··to.be s"eei'r-rg:::some hopeful resul.ts. 11 

.... *. ""*: '-

' . 
Riilod.s:.orc Pos.iedo~. miss-Hes cou Id be· d·eveJ:oped i rtl'o ·oI1tF-,sote!ITte, wea-~rts, some Novy 

sources,.he-H:e.½e.. Tf1ircou.ld:nmke·:o. la.t'.0Ls--e11se~ it,·i,s-0 rep,~rted;b:e<:Quse it·would-provide the U~S. 
~ith mobile. launch platforms. for anti-sot~II ite,defense--o posture which wou_id permit launching from 
the greatest portion of the Earth's surfoc·e to· inter.cept. s:o.tEd i it,es ·placed in any type orbit, 

Nov.y:spokesnien-· b-el.ieve a woter-lcJunched ont,i-s,;i:te.i:lite,system would be more advantageous 
tl;ian c:r:str&dJy f.o:nd:-ehosed.·.sy.st.em, AERO:S:PACE~DWtt::Y lec1im:ed'. Recson for this is that enemy sotel­
l ites could: be-:drrce-cf-'ed.s-o that· they woo.ld,make· ori:fi ·0~mhrf:i'mum:l"!u·mb:e'r cf p,mes. O,"ver U.S. land 
areos,.maki-n:g:::lt·mroe::.d:fffrcu:lt for l·ond,,,bosed,:anti·-so.te·IHte''weap:ons •. A further advantage would be 
i·ess.enmg:;the:possihiJit,y of ·dtrmageson. land- resul ti n£li,fiom•d~sh:,;,:ct:r.o.n:-:of:r:i:~Jeor-armed sate H,i·tes. 
. . It ·is:,pcinted\.o.ut,•-,t~·at'with•de~ei-aprrrent'of, rniHl:"a:r-}I .r.eWffl'!oJssa"f:'fc·e·:sijtel+it:es,, the obi,! i·ty· of 

sh-i:ps to" rl:ilOm·-the:,~; a:1'" will. and sub:mo1d n:es to·, hide is ·t hl:1eoten-ed:. 
-1(- .... _..,.. 

Bl\OSPAC!iilll1%, L Jttml', 1968-· 
GAO IJKGfSMORECOM0PETITlQN IN PROCUREMENT OFA~R•ON~UTICAL SPARES 

Uircuer.dfrroted manogeme.nt·wi-thin.the.mHitary :se.rv,icesc is- obscu:r-ing :the .. possible benefits of 
g:reote.ruse·:of competition irr procurement of aeronautical spore parts., the··Gerieral Accounting Office 
sai:d i iY a Te.c:ent re:port' to Cor:rg;res~,. : · 

' In response .. tO'. requests:from·th·e Jo·int E·i=onomic.Subcommittee on'Econc:>my in Government, ,the 
.GAO!surveyed.proc:urement·withfo,,e.ach service,·ond.·rept,-r,te:d, '''Our,c.:rrrent as we-II os earlie:r work 
.sbowerl-~thot te.c:bni.co:I data:proble:ms.remoined the predom-ir.io~heosot:r-wby pro~u,remMts were made 
wcrtho11tti'cornpetiti'on. 11 

. 

GAO said Defense 'Deportment officials promised to provide for earlier ~eviews of items to 
.determ-ine:·whether they cov·ld be pr.ocu.red compet.ifiv-eLy •. D,OD p'lol'isto-docum~nt reasons for non­
c:ompetit'ive purchases:. DOD is.studying:·mecrns·ofc:oord.inat.ing,. interse;-,,1.ice pr-ocurements .of s·pores, 
:GAO sa:id;. 

GA'O said tha.t it i-e.vieweti records for fiscal 1966 ondifound<thcitcfou.r ·procurernent adtivitilis·r ''.J 

spent $'2'billion on ae:ronouHcc:I spor.es .• About $-1.,5 b+Uion,, ar:7S.5'%., w.ere·.Mn~ompetitiv~F-buys. 
Of-these·, GAO sffted·procure·ments totaling $.174 million and found-tha-t s:103 rr:ri-Uion, or 59% were 
not·awarded.competitive.ly due to. inode.quo.te technical doto. Other reasons inc'iuded critical monu­
focturing-ctechni-ques, urgency of requir.em·ents, and. odmini'strative· expediency related to awards for 
$2500.ond under. · _ 

GAO complaine.d. tht1t, altho1:1gh justification was giv~mfo.r ·n0ncompetitjve buys, this informo• 
tion was not uniform in not~re and the specific reasons were not summarized and reported to higher 
management levels in the services and the Defen~e Department.. , 

* * " 
ADJSl'ACI 1"LY, l ,l'ULI 1968 

AUSTRALIAN F-111s: First F-111 for Royal Austrolirm Mr Force is slated to be delivered in October, 
some three months behind 'the originril schedule, Delivery of ol I 24 r,ircraft to RAAF should be com­
pleted by March or April, 1969, The delay will ollow incorpor"'tion in the U.S. of engineering 
chrJnges required to correct fl'Ju I ts in the plane's control :;ystem. · 
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