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sHINGTON CLOSE-UP

‘Dispute Over Khe Sanh L

The battle of Khe Sanh was
fought nearly four years ago
in the rugged northwest cor-
ner of South Vietnam. But
the details of one of the bit-
terest inter-service disputes
of the Vietnam war still are
shrouded in clouds of secrecy
even more impenetrable than
the clouds that hung over Khe
?lanh during much of the bat-

e

A new, official Marine Corps
history of the Marine war in
Vietnam has now lifted the
veil just enough to reopen the
controversy — without provid-
ing the information an outsid-
er would need to judge the
merits of the dispute.

*

. At the height of the batile,
which went on from late Jan-

uary 1968 to the first of April, .

Gen. William €. Westmore-
land, commander of Ameri-
can forces in Vietnam and
now chief of staff of the Army,
took control of tactical air-
craft operations in the Khe
Saph area away from the
Marines and gave it to the
Air Force. :

The Marines, alwaysjealous
of their control .over aireraft
operating with their.

forces, were furious. But they,

went alaong with Westmore- -

land's grders, air power plgge.
ba

ed -major - role - in the:
- (the Alr Force, in fact, has
described it as the

ound _ confliet - won . P
Bo the bﬂu'g

power) and-

enemy forces withdrew with-
out having overrun the badly
outnumbered Marine foree.

But the overview-and-

volume of the official histeri-
cal series, ‘‘Operations of U.S
Marine Forces in Vietnam,”
published by the Fleet Marim
Force; Pacific, makes a seri-
ous charge about the results
of Westmoreland’s order. -

. single system

By ORR KELLY

“Nineteen sixty-eight,” it
says, “brought a radical dis-
ruption to IT1I Marine Amphibi-
ous Force’s organization for
combat when on 10 March, its
fixed wing strike and recon-
naissance aircraft and associ-
ated air- control assets were
assigned to the mission direc-
tion of Tth Air Force. By the
time 7th Air Force control ac-
tually got underway (1 April)
the Tet offensive was over, the
battle for Hue was fought and
won, and the siege of Khe
Sanh was br&l:gn ”

In other w according to
mg Marines, Weitimoreland’
order caused “radical disrup-
tion” in utg: midst of a battle,
but the Marines went on and
won it anyway, before the Air
Force could get itself orga-
nized.

Unfortunately, the one vol-
ume-of the Marine history in
which that paragraph appears
is the only one of a 67-volume,
month-by-month history of the
war that is available to the

_public. Ttie rest are classified.

Similarly, almost everything
in the Air Force files that
might shed light on what hap-

pened during that critical
od also is still classiﬁedpi‘z-
fo the Air Force his-

cording
torlan’s office at the Pentagon.

.l-'J‘ ,- *‘
mmsmportonthewarm

* Vietnam, issued after hig de-
arture from Vietnam, West--
- morelandl  devoted a single. .

paragraply to the shift, of ‘air
control . from .the Marines te
the Air Force..

o My objectrve ” the said,:
“was *tu ‘devélop procedxm

that ‘would combine into a
the best fea-
tures of both the Air Force and

Marine . tactical air support:

system:, and thereby provide
more J:lele effective, and

Washington Star

af’.

ingers On

responsive aeriai  firepower
support for our ground
forces.”

In the case of Khe Sanh,
Westmoreland himself was
exercising personal control
over at least a portion of the
air operations. He slept in his
headquarters next to the coin-
bat operations center and per-
sonally decided where the B52
bombers would strike.

*

Certainly, Westmoreland had
some good precedent on his
side in giving control of the
air assets to a single air com-
mander. In 1947, Gen. Dwight
D. Eisen-hower, then fresh
from leading allied troops to
victory in Europe, was asked
by the Defense secretary
whether control over tactical
air power should be given to
the fledgling Air Force or to
the Army. He came down
solidly on tbe side of the Air
Force and declared:

“Basically, the Army
doesn’t belong in the air; 1t
belongs on the gmund ”

The Army has since gotten
back into the air in a big way
with 23,500 aviators and 11,500
alrcraft of its own, and the

- Marines. have never agreed
.. that someone else should be
: controllmg the planes that are
firing . .

dropping bombs and
rockets. and machine guns
near their men on the ground.

The ground war may be
nearly over for Americans in

“Vigtnam, but the basic con-

flict over control of close air
support is far from over.

‘1t would help thase in the

- public and Congress who have

a financial stake—if nothing
else—in the argument, if the
veil of secrecy were lifted
from what really happened at

" Khe Sanh hetween March 10

and April 1, 1968.
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Mrs. Ca}houh Shorts
12021 Main Street .
Bellevue, Washington 98004

Uear Mrs. Shorts:

The Secratary of the davy has asked that I reply to your
letter of 19 Hareh 1903 addressad to the Secretary of
Defense conceraning the Harine combat base at Khe Sash.

Khe Sanh, as you know, is & part of a system of patre}
bases astride tha infiltration routes fnte South Vietnam.
This defensive system was organfzed at the direction of
the operational cosmander in Vietnam fn 1966 to thwart

a major enemy invaston across the Demilitarized Zone.
Since that tfwme, Marine units in the DMI arasa have
defeated seven such attempted invasions by large scale
forces. Additionally, our continued preseace denies the
enemy relatively easy access routes to the major popala-
tion centers of the northern provinces including possible
use of Routs 9, the only east-west route in the northern
portion of Souta VYietnam.

Khe Sanh is the westera anchor of our mutﬁl?!y supparting

positions in the DMIZ. A withdrawal from Khe Sanh would
require a fall back to another postition equally susceptibla
to attack, or the witndrawal of forces occupying other
positions along the OMI as well. A withdrawal of this type
would result fn larger scale confrontations with the enemy
in the more populated areas and urban centers, plus sub-~

- Jecting our military logistics fastallations and limes

of communications to more frequent attack by major forces.

Substantial %arine forces ara deployed at ¥%he Sanh tnd
occupy an extensive complex of mutually supporting, forti-
fied positions. 1In addition to the artillery units at
Khe Sanh, 17%mm ?uns are 1n positions from which to provide
support, as required. sundreds of Marine, lavy and Afr

Force planes, ranging frowm attack afrcraft to heavy bombers,

are available to bombard the enemy positions om an around-
the-clock basis. As a result of this combat power, our
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forces have faflfcted heavy casualties on the éaeﬁy. and

- receatly 1t appears he has effected at least a partial

withdrawal. Furthermore, sizable numbers of additiomal
troop units are available in 1 Corps Tactical Zone for
reinforcement should the situation warrant.

In addition to our tactical aviation effort, both fixed
wing transports and helicopters provided dafly logistic
and medical evacuation support to our forces in the Khe
Sanh area. There has never peen any shortage of combat
equipuwent which could preclude Harines at Khe Sanh from-
parforming their missfon. Although ths awount of ammuni-
tion, food and supplies delivered each day 1s classifiad
information, it 1s interesting te note that during the
wontn of February, 90,613 pounds of mail were delivered
to our forces at both the main position and the ocutposts.
Even more revealing is the 79,980 pounds of mail delivered
during the first seventeen days of March, When it is
taken into consideration that food, equipment and ammuni-
tion receive higher transportation priorities than mail,
it is apparent that the Harines at Kne Sanh are raeaivfng
the naecessary Iogistic support.

The quality of medical treatment received by our personnel
at Khe Sanh is unprecedented in military history. The

first afd facilities at tne base are adequate to support

a nigher casudlty rate for a longer period than is currently
necessary. Howaver, our madica! evacuation policy at Khe
Sanh, as well as throughout I Clorps Tactical Zone, §s based

. on immediate helicopter evacuation of the seriously wounded

to large medical facilities in wmore secure arcas. At no
tfme have serifously wounded personnel been unduly expesed
to enemy fire or required to wait i{nordinately leng periods
of time for evacuation.

dnile Marine presence along the D%Z is a heavy and cnal—
lenging commitaent, it is tnis presence which impedes wore
direct Horth Vietnanese invasion.

I trust that this infarmatian will allay somewhat your eon-
cern for our forces at Khe Sanb.

Sincerely,

Z
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29 FEB 1969

- : Lverett Jordas
R Shue s henate
SEFRITL LD, Y., 20816

Jeer Lonator Jordan:

crtier s dn reply to your tageliry of <1 Feoruary,

. i of the Reverend Aebert L. Seyuwcur roelative
L L rin-ad b43€ at Kae Saahk.

Ag Sdni, a» yuu kiow, {3 2 part of a systexn of .atro)d
vuses asirii: the infiltration roetes 1nte Loutn Vietviam,
Ihis defansive systes was ovganfzed fp 1160 to tisart a
ajor eneay invasion acress the Jemilitarizad Lone. Since
Asx, tarine uatlls in the DRZ area hav:e defeated

© sttengted fnvasioms Ly large scale forces.

; car cnatfawed preseace dentfes Taa aneny
reiatavhlj uan sceass routes to the wajer population
cuhters of ine derthern provinces Including possiile use
of Route &, tne oauly east-wvast route in the nortinarn
seriion of S>euth Yietnam,

- aae vn toe western aachor of our autually supvoriing
cdadivias 0 whe DL, A uithdrawal frow kKne danh would
regquire a2 Tall Lack to anotner posftion equally susceptilile
to attaci, or the withdrawal @f forces occupying otner
resitioas aleng the LMI as well, A witadrawal) of conis tyve
cuaatd reselt In largear scele confrontations with the enemy
Tao cure fooglated areas and eroan canters, Glus
- rur widitary loyistics fastallations s4nd lines of
o oatiagx Ly major forcus.

Ceun oo TEs Carihie presence In the ORI 15 A dedvy ang
wamteaa, iy Ccommt teaat, 14 s consivdergd a very ascessary
PR PLovs wnty urksance «afci provides 3 Jhilelu acainst

CLTEGT sores ¥ietnawese iovasiosn ana witnoutl wufca vital
. Sine. LR&K3 O a2 soutn couwld net osrocewd,
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t CRANK BLAIR: American war/‘gla
! first vime atfocked the Hanoi ragio
when the planes withdrew, the %atfon was still
on the air. e

The enemy has just approved new Uapanese
film of this key communications center.

JOHN RICH (FILM CLIP): From time to time,
NV N permits a leftist Japanese news organiza—
tion to photograph film of its military establish-
This film, released in Tokyo, shows
what's described os a newly organized communi-
cations center in the vicinity of Hanoi.

The unit operates underground and numbers
many women on its staff. It's called the Fifth
Communications Unit of the Peoples Army. Some
of the women have become very proficient;
others carry on their study and practice while
they work.

Ping pong seems to be the main daytime amuse
ment, and evenings, according to the captions,
they hold songfests and put on skits and plays.

rrenta.

NEW ROCKET USED-AGAINST US IN VN
/s

BLAIR: In Salgon, American sources said a

i powaerful new rocket, designed and manufactor-
ed by the communist Chinese, is now being usad
against American fighting men.

With fighting on the outskirts growing more
and more bloody, and the enemy had launching
sites set up openly in the market places of vil~
i lages hard by the big Tansonnhut airbase on the
city's outskirts,

WILSON HALL (FILM CLIP): The problem
with Tansonnhut is that it is always and will cond
tinue to be vulnerable to enemy rocket attacks.,
There are villages all around Tansonnhut. Some
are packed right up to the perimeter. Rocket
sites have been discovered in some of these vil-
lages.

Enemy 122mm rockets, the types that are hit—
ting Tonsonnhut, have a range of about seven
miles. There could nevar be enough ground
troops to continually sweep seven miles In all
direwriots from Tamsonnhot

ViNase civilians who live In the ared do not
report enemy movements or enemy rockets,
aither because they're afraid or are VC sympa-
thizers, or because they ;usr don't care. So,
the rockets come in,

MCNAMARA FAILS TO CONVINCE FULBRIGHY

in starting the bombing of NVN 3~1/2 years
ago becpuse of a Gulf of Tonkin incident.

REPORTER (FILM CLIP): Senator, Sec MC-
MNAMARA testified that there's unimpeachable
evidence that there was a second attack on two
destroyers. Do you accept his version?

FULBRIGHT: Mo, | do not believe they're
unimpeachable. | think they're very question-
able, if not inaccurate.

What we were interested in, and still are, of
course, is what's significant. It's what was the
situation at the time of the decision to mount
very substantial attacks on NV N, that is, some
64 sorties, which, as | would call it, a very
drastic reoction, especially in view of the fact
that no damage whatever was done to any of our
ships or personnel.

BLAIR: The Def Dept, last night, issued a
statement saying that any suggestion that MC=-
NAMARA had suppressed information on the Ton=
kin incident was, quote "Totally without foun—
dation."

GEN CUSHMAIN ASSESSES HUE FIGHTING

2-27-68
7:05 AM: CBS Moming News, C85 TV

DOUGLAS EDWARDS: At a news conference
Gen Robert CUSHMAN was asked for an assess—
ment of that fight.

Gtz Has, in fact, the general’s offensive op~
erations in the Citadel been restricted recently
due to high American casmsalties?

A: | think the troops have gotten tired and
the casualties are bound to have an effect; the
steam goes up. And that's why |'m trying to get)
in my case, fresh US Marines in, ond in the
ARVN case, they've got some people on the
move too.

Gi: Have offensive operafions virtually come
to o standstill for the time being?

A1 No, we killed 21 yesterday.

Q: Would you say that possibly the latest
situation eould be claaned up in another month?
A: Well, | don't like to say. If tha clouds
went away for one day, you'd see a big differs

ence. It’s really impossible to say.

MARIJUANA AT THE NAVAL ACADEMY

BLAIR: Sen J. W. FULBRIGHT said that two
; days of festimony by Def Sec MCINAMARA had

iiez”ad to convince him that the US was justified

JOHN_HART (FILM CLIP): The Naval Acad=
amy was forced to make an unusual annocunce—
ment when a tipster calied The Washington Post
to report Mlidshipmen were cbserved in o dormi-
tory buming incense, playing on a ouija board

2

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1968

~
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Pracslident Johwson haga asked that I reply to your rocont taleoram
concorning the U, 5. Marine Corps units along the Boenflitarized Zone
- I o - .

an in any var, the tactleal situation 15 ever chonprine,
cowbat activity and *ufxlcrut4on nttes ef the North
nave siralficanily increased menr the Deeilic g Done,
s ru'rativwa, the Marlnes wera assipaed Lhe vers fmpor-
stabshiag defongive vesltions south of the
L3 hav: rmpyutvnl, repuloed the Nortbh Victnawouao,
tha nevtuera srovinees of Soutihv Vietaawm fron
e past penths, the Marinas at the B2 have ypoosived thn
rabat, Jnn;stic and flre suppert In Lhe history ol wodprn var-

ETTATAIN

]

*

Fl

Yi i raallzed that ancother slor enpapzenent 10 probohla Lt the
Laine positions naar he Sanh.  Ueverthielesn, 1 can assure yen thal
st Fleld cosmsanders da that aren bave ravorted that Lhay Lave sulit-
clont treoas to ehoute tleodetondlistment of thelr vitel asairu:

i

é 4 » level. requiversuts are conntantly veasseared by our mil

§ 1o wdova who have the respoasibllity of ens surdng thnt no unidp ds placod
* ttustion unlasg theare are pufilcient mon and sunplicas to com-
3 i o tesizned wddsion succersfully., I& 45 our firie beliaf that
g Nhe fSanh should be, mnu »an be, ¢ ucceabfully uﬁfcnded.

g' Tuere 15 no Cquavocntlon 4in our detammi nation to Suﬁport our

o valiant Jarines. President Johmnson atated it Eest when }c qpid

@ SRR 723 *-iu strive to limit the cm*fl*ct »Eer wa wish neitho 1r~~

2 ~ cvaannd destivuetion nor increased danger. But we will gAvn auy

=8 flahtlnge won what they mnst baves  evory aun,.cvgty dellany and ovoeyy

duainiun~~whncrv¢x e gast &ﬁdLVHut&Vﬁv ¢he aﬁnilangm.”

3ty our ﬂihﬁﬁrﬂ DTAYaY thwg th@ t]ma will aoot erma when (8
T no Tovcer be neaasaary te asnd ‘ouy flneat youns men to forelon
moves te protoct our preclous %writwua of freadon,

¢
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HEADQUARTERS, UNTTED STATES MARINE CORPS

Subj: Subsistence Matters Perteining to Vietnam o

1. TFor general background information, the following types_cf field rations
‘and other essential items are provided Marines deployed in combat areas:

a. Meal, Combat, Individual (MCI's)

The Meal, Combat, Individual, which replaced the Ration, Combat,
Tndividual ("C" Ration) and the "K" Retion used so extensively in World
War II, was designed to supply individually-packeged nutritional meals,
It is issued, as the tactical situation dictates, either in individual units
as a meal or in mulitiples of threes as a completé daily ration., Tis charac-
teristics emphasize utility, flexibility of use, and more variety of food
components than were included in the "C" and "K" Rations. Twelve different
monusg are provided, two of which are attached. FEach menu consists of canned
moat, canned fruit, bread or dessert item, and an accessory packst contain-
ing cigarettes, metches, gum, toilet paper, coffee, cream, sugar, and salt.
Each meal furnishes approzimately 1200 calories, Although the meat item can
be eaten cold, it is more palateble when heated. Trioxane fusl bars are
issued with these meals in sufficient quantities to heat the meat item and
to make coffee or cocoa.

b. Operational Ration "B"

The Standard "B" Ration is-used for mass feeding in areas where
kitchen facilities, with the exception of refrigeration, are available,
This ration consists of approximately 103 nonperishable items, mainly canned
and dehydratéd, and is served in bulk, Hot meals furnishing approximately
4000 calories per man pér day ‘are prepared, using a 15-day cycle of msnus.
Calorie contént may be varied o meet requirements of varying olimatic con-
ditions or degrees of physical activity of the troops. This ration is sup=-
plemented with fresh or frozen foods whenever feasible, (Two sample menus
attached).

¢, Operationsl Ration "A"

-~

The "A" Ration is used when refrigeration facilities are &vail-
able. "It consists of perishaeble items, such as fresh meats, fruits, vege-
tables, and nonperisheble items such as canned fruits, vegetables, and
Juices. The meals served in this ration to Marines in Vietnam are similar
to those served to Marines in the United States except that they do not
have the versatility and selection because of food preparation equipment
limitations,

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

d. Packet, Subsistence, Long Range Petrol

_ The Packet, Subsistence, Long Reange Patrol, is used by Marines on
petrol and reconnaissance duty. It is designed to be eaten for periods of
one to ten days under tactical situations which require men to eat as in-
dividuaels but which allow them $ime to prepare and heat hot food items.

The packet is packaged in a scrim cloth bag, and weighs approximately ten
ounces., FRight different menus are provided; each contains a dehydrated
meat item, iuch as chili con carme; chicken stew, etc., plus a box of
swests, instant beverage, cream, and sugar. The dehydrated components are
. eagily prepared with water. Bach packet (memu) contains approximately 1000
calories.

The major difference in the Food Packet and the Meal, Combat, In-
dividual (MCI) is in celoric content and weight. The Packet is lower in
calories, weighs approximately 10 ocunces, and cen be easily carried in com-
bat packs or on person. Ibs use is restricted to periods not to exceed 10
days. The MCI*s ars complete meals (each meal furnishes 1200 calories) and
can be eaten for indefinite periods of +time, Each meal weighs approximately
1,63 pounds.

8. Ration Supplemsns, Sundries Pack

Under varying combat conditions, it is difficult to establish ex-
chenge facilities for advence units. Recognizing this, when warranted by
the situation, Marines are provided, in addition to the regular operational’
rations, a Ration Supplement, Sundries Pack. This pack consists of tcbacco,
shaving cream, cigarettes, matches, candy bars, gum, life savers, razor
tlades, tooth brushes and tooth paste, writing paper, pens, and envelopes,

In gonoral, all the hoalth and comfort items that the exchange would normally
provide Marines are includsed and furnighed without charge to Marines in for-
ward areas. FHach sundries pack contains heelth and comfort items in suffi-
cilent quantities for 100 men for orne day.

f. Weter

Water is always a serious problem during combat, Water purifica-
tion equipment is used to purify all water used for drinking and cooking
purposes in stable areas. Water purification tablets are issued to Marines
on patrol missions 10 ensure that the water they may have to obtain from
land sources (rivers, stroams, etc) is safe and pure., To make this water
more palatable, individual packets of an artificially sweetened beverage
powder (Kool-Ade type) are provided.
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g. Dalry Produocts

Fresh butter end varieties of fresh cheess are supplied 4o the major-
1ty of Marines in Vietnam. 'Since thers is no in=country source of supply of
deiry fresh milk in Vietnam, acilion was taken to comstruct two milk plamis in
Vietnam for the production of filled milk (a 1iquid whole milk made from nonfal
dry wilk solids and vegetable fat) ice cream and cottage cheese. These plantis
are in operation, and Marines aré presently being supplied over a pint of 1iquid

whole milk per day. In addition, a mumber of servings of ice cream are supplled
every Marine each week.

- Dufing combat operations, the character of the particular tactlcal situvation

will indicate thé +ypo of food thet will be provided the participating Merineg.
The Meal, Comba’, Individual, is the subsistence item designed to feed Marines

under usual conditions of cowbat, and extended consumption may be necessary do=-
pending on actual conditions encountered.

3. With specific reference to Marine Corps operations in South Vietnam, analy-
g8is of subsistence roporis received indicates thet 75 percent of the meals
servod there are Operationel Rations A or B, TFurther these reports reflect
that fresh beoef is generally avellable, canned fruits and fruit juices are
being issued as componenis of the A and B Rations, and moderate amounits of Zco
are available for use in making iced tea and fruiteades with artificielly
sweetened beverage powders. Fresh fruits and vegetables are not as plentiful
ag desired, but condiderable effort is being concentrated toward increasing the
availability of these desirable itewms. Refrigeration facilities are limited,
but are adequate o meet the daye-to-day opsrations of the individual meszes.

As a matier of information, the food served in Vietnam is reported 4o be the
toot thal has ever heen sorved to Marines during combat operations.
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BREAKFAST

Grapefruit and Orange Juice
Hot Oetmeal

Scrambled Bggs

Bacon

Brsad

Margarine

Jelly

Coffee

BREAKFAST

Tomato Juice

Hot Oetmeal

French Toast W/Hot Maple Syrup
Bacon

Margerine

Jelly

Coffee

"B" RATION MENU
FIRST DAY

DINNER

Boef and Gravy
Mashed Potatoes
Stowed Tomatces
Dill Pickles

Hot Biscuits.
Margarine
Pinsapple Slices
Cocoa

Coffoee

"B" RATION MENU
NINTH DAY

DINNER

Candied Lunchecn Moeat
W/Sweet Potatoos
Buttered Limsa Boeans
Dill Pickles

Bread

Mergarire

Apple Crisp

Coffee

SUPPER

Pas Soup W/Crackers

Grilled Hamburgors W/Friasd Cnlions

0'Brien Potatoss ‘
Buttered Whole Grain Cora
Bread

Margarine

Jam

Brownies

Coffee

SUPPER

Chickeon Pot Pis

Cranberry Sauce

Mashed Potatces

Sauxteed Corn

Foar and Chesgs Salad

Bread

Margarine

Devil's Food Cake W/Chccolate
Cream Icing

Ccffee

‘.
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Monu No. 1
Beefsteak

Poars
B-1 Unit

Accessory Pack

Plestic Spoon
Cen Opener
Menu No. 10
Chicken, boned

Fruit cocktail
B-3 Unit.

Acceasory Pack

Plastic Spoon
Can Opener

MEAL, COMBAT, INDIVIDUAL

Candy, coconut disk (1)

Chocolate fudge disk (1)

Enriched sweet chocolate disk (2)
Venille cream disk (1)

Crackers (5)

Peanut batter (1)

Coffee, dry cream, sugar, salt, gum
cigarettes, matches, toilet paper

Bread

Cocoa beverage powder
Cookie, sandwiches (3)
Jem {preserves)

Coffee, dry cream, sugar, salt, gum
cigarettes, matches, toilet paper

DECLASSIFIED
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CONTENTS OF RATION SUPPLEMENT, SUNDRIES PACK

_PRODUCT UNIT OF ISSUE
Tobacco Pack (Cigarettes, Assorted Brands) 100 packages(10 cartons)
Cigars 2 packages (4-5 in each)
Tobacco (Chewing, Plug) 2 packages (1 1/2-2 1/4 oz.)
Tobacco (Pipe, Smoking) 6 packages (1 1/4-1 3/4 oz.)
Matches (Safety, Book, Humidity-Resistant) 100 books (2 cartons)
Flints (Lighter) 2 packs (4-beach)
Cleaners (Pipe) 1 package (24-36 each)
Toilet Articles(Cream, Shaving, Pressurized Can) 2 cans (b 1/2-6 1/2 0z.)
Razor (Safety, Double-Edge Blade) 1 package
Blade (Razor, Safety, Double-Edge) 10 packsts (4 blades)
Toothpaste 3 tubes (1. 3-1 3/4 oz.)
Tooth-powder dcans (11/2-21/2 0z.)
Tooth Brush with Container 2
Soap (Toilet, Soft, Hard, or Sea-Water) 30 bars (2-2 1/2 0z.)

Confeetion and Stationery Pack{Chocolate, Sweet Rar 168 (7 cartons)
or Chocolate Sweet Bar with Almonds or Nuts-
Summer Type)

Starch (Jelly Bar) or Starch (Jelly, Bar with Fruit) 24 (1 carton)

Fudge Bar (Uncoated)or Coconut Bar(Chocolate-
Coated) or Caramel Nougat Bar (Chocolate-Coated)

or Fudge or Caramel Bar (Chocolate=Coated) 96 (4 cartons)
Candy (Hard, Fruit Tablets) 20 packages (1 carton)
Gum (Chewing, Assorted Flavors, Candy-Coated) 100 packets (1 carton)
Stationery (Ready, Airmail) 45 envelopes, 45 sheets

(3 packages)
Pens (Ballpoint) 3 each
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mswr'* X, 30 st 1968 (27)
=2 iot at Long Binh. .

Late fast rmonth, U.S. military spokesmen
dutitufly vovoaled o the press that there
had hoon wihat they called 'a fight among
Inmninn®™ ot the Army stochade at Long
ey, 18 miles north of Saigon. At the time,
&1 imeleeng caoomoed easily enough undoi-

“remar. Onaficctionaoly known as  “the
FL22 (§ny “Long Binh [ail,” Army officors
codully onpladn), tho stockada was built
fes i nibntdaty 0 meximem of 400 priu-
i e e g montiz it was bulglop with
w700 Gi's who have been convicted
n{ nvorythineg from AWCL to murder. But
eyarerowding, os it turned out, had little to
o, 2t Izast directly, with the trouble at
iong Binh. Insicad, cabled Newsweels
Hehcre Stokes last waek, it has gradually

morged that the worst prisan rsiot in the
saeeoen history of the U.S. Army had pro-
fruariy eoeinl avaoreonos. Stohes’s roport:

vy Lages B9 piof sd Long Binh e,
oo ek brstawenne oo f:'liw-]y [RTIILL
Dinadg pud whilieg iy il
bt cor sty techion of  the prelson,
Hoywrorpd M pemed withy nighirsticks in-
> lt*v'iui'-,y rughed in to tepacite tho com.
5

warsoalog pf

ats, only to bs overpowered and
nerl 6f their koys. Moments Iater,
iroubiemakers, emboldened by this
ial success, unlocked the gates of the
recfum-security area and streamed into
the stockade’s ceniral courtyard. There,

i=d by a froup of blacks, they first dis-

mosed of the 25 guards on duty, leaving
roany of thom boaten and bloody on the
genvind, Thew (2 black rebols prom’u]-
o2l i wnlocl fhe morimnme-seenrity ool
Bloede cwel o et fien o no mambeyr of
By raveral of which (Incelnding
peendnisiension building)  mpidly
Darnad {0 tha ground.

Abovt en hour after the riot started, a
swave of MP reinforcements arrived at
the stockade., Thus bolstered, the watch-
icwer guards trained their machine guns
on the prisoners and ordered them to
“cease and desist.” Many obeyed. But
some 250 hard-core insurgents, the ma-
josity nf i}'l.'!m biack, defiantly held their
singd,  shmniiog obreenities at tho
[ vy, Sood wpdco o plionug of MPa el
whith dised boyonets, lobibing

: Crosntoes oo thay  came, the
neecy bioeks foupbt back with sticks,
cacks uad meial rods. In the melee,
soventean MP's, inciucding the stockade
cammender, were wounded. So were 70
cf the black rebels. And one white in-
mate lay dead, reportedly clubbed to
¢ eath by black prisoners,

Dionicls: When order was restored,
“co-
and “uncooperatives.” The

lm::nnp"rnllvm all black save for
- Poerin Picans, wers locked into an
o part of $ha storkade -and, with,
IS T TR vl thes bt
e, anb ik, el MO toegead aat,
O ‘;’,s‘ﬂ ve nrptusn cunelusion. S
rviy [ ) iiﬂov"!ir‘df’o thint their records
nad bzea destroyed with the adm:ms-
R-H\..rcn building, the black militants gave
falrz names and serial numbers. Even
more nrovocat.v\,xy, many of them pro-

seded i0 ched tosir uniforms and to don
wf‘ te kerchisfs and African-style robes
tzoy made out of Army blankets.
of them were running around
i e wrh'z bits of clathing as loin-

crraied ope slelon Army ofii-
Shpeen W'm 1w xtm;v 171134 jun]'!n
ot ol lingen”
Y PV lil Hg;

Lok,
1N

o

the MP’s sorted the prisoners into
onavalives”
280

Tano

neinitivity of tho

KHESANH

shman proposed. An official
statement cited an incrcase in the
enemy’s forces in I Corps, which con-
sists of the five northernmost prov-
inces of South WVietnam, from six
divisions to cight since . January,
“This,”” the statement noted, “gives
him the capability of mounting
several sizable attacks concurrently,”
Such attacks, of course, were pre-
cisely what hid happened at the end
of January ‘in the fet offensive,
At,any rate, the statement went on
to say that the United States forces
were adopting a “mobile posture,”
which would mean continued oper-
ations around Khesanh without a
nced for a large fixed base.
Before this statement came out,
I made my wvisit into Khesanh
aboard jslow, throbbineg, deafening-
ly noiny Marine bhelie apler, (Uhe
Mavine:s neem o revel in obld equip-
ment; YWe do with e whaot the
Aniny  deimy it door with all s
padpgets,” a Marine gerpgeant boasted
at the IDJanang press center bar.)
"The word had been out in Saigon,
and again in Danang, Phubai, and
Dongha, that Khesanh was being
abandoned, but I had no ideca how
far along the withdrawal had gotten
until we approached the base itself.
Portions of the basc that had been
crowded with sandbagered bunkers
and anteunae were now bhroond ticlds
earth,

of raw, red Marines wore
tearing down bunkers, and buli-

dozers were filling the remaining
holes with rubble and dirt. Big
tandem-rotor helicopters were shut-
tling in and out, carrying slings full
of cargo east to Landing Zone Stud
and returning empty. The unload-
ing tarmac of the metal runway was
being pecled up and stacked in
strips, readdy 1o be hanled onr,

In talking to the Marines on the
pround, I learned that the Nordh
Vietnamese Army had secn every-
thing I had. Patrols had encoun-
tered enemy troops on the hills
overlooking the base, and there had

‘erumbled

Continunod

“been sniper ﬁrc wnh,ui only z few

hundred yards of ile perimeter. It
was clear that the news of the with-
drawal was being held vo for poiiti-
cal, not military, rcasons. The North
Vietnamese Army knew about the
withdrawal; the American public
did not.

Writingg  the story woulkd mean
trouble  from  the commaxl, for
gtories abour troop movemenis g
future plans are embargoed antil
released by the Saipon headquarters,
For the command, rcleasing the story
at this time would have mecant head-
ache after hecadache. Correspon-
dents would flock to the base to file
cyewitness accounts of the last days
of Khesanh., Instead of disposing of
the issue in a sinele day afesy the
completion of the move, 1he covs
miand would Jive w0 anmwer gpues
tions every day Tor ne vy e sl
Telovimion e baren aad o wnpene
readers wonled s anenver, Whot
would happen whon our forces ao
longer sat aseride thess ialilivedon
routes? What would become of the
defensive line of bases along the de-
militarized zone if the western anchor
was hauled in? Above all, why was
Khesanh worth all that effor: =z
few months ago and not now?

As things worked out, the com-
mand altimately foced the quesiion.
ers with i Lome gaswers, aed 7 Tosg
my pressocavd. A Lont the sagpreen-
sion was indefinite, then i was set
at six months. At that poiat the
whole issuc was hashed over pub-
licly, and after some proicsts, the
cornmand agreed to reduce the sus-
pension to sixty days, leaving neither
of us entirely satisfied. Jiy own
hassle was one of the kess signilicani
unresolved questions shour tha mili
tury’s tole in polideal gl progpse
ponda aspercts ol the wvae which g
main as the Kheanb cpbate pon
into history, and the trepclas aind
buakers  become  aver-
grown with the lush foliage of South-
cast Asia. — John §. Carre’?

N

civil-rights issue back home, the men in
command at Long Binh decided not to
crack down on the militants but rather to
walt them out.” Each day, cases of C-ra-
{ions were tossed over the fence inta the
area in which tho uncooporatives wero
confinedd, And scores of Ay puycholo.
st ond sfockado officinds wero seot ia
to e .Htm tho dnsarpents about  thelr
grievances, “Most of them,” snid one psy-
chologist, “just wanted out of the Army
and out of Vieinam.” But besides ex-
pressing the usual stockade grievances
about bad food and net enough mail,
many of the blacks complained that
white guards had often abused them
verbally and had given white prisoners
far better treatrnent.

lsapart: By military stendards, the
Avmyn hoadling of the holdouss was in-
credibly  pevaicsive and, o o dogren,
iho pulmy of vesiering did weork oui, 1t
week, 1 duys o hu thier wlor, enly 11l

o

- for the Army and for U.8. soci

teen rebels were still defying prison \A!
cipline. Nonsthelers, the rict st L7
‘would seem to have emincus impori

whale. Since Harry gas
the armed forces in 189705
heon justly p.mm of §h
offens Dilncll seddien, P! Yoo i g
part, relations Tt swinto cin by
troops in Viciaars Lave e, oo, oo
pecially iIn  combat zopey gwh‘ ro ey
share common necds ond cod:
gers. But in tae Long Binh s-:-cs, cha,
with these bonds oissol\re;, black soi-~
diers, rightly or w 'ro*lgly, felt they faoed
the same kind of prejudices that tnzy had
‘in the ghettor of the U.8. and cuvizki
discovered their built-in receriment of
authority. AN of wlu(‘h so 3 Ul
gest that the vaunted ¥
tha Arwv cavnng, by §-
priine 1 jendenn 1T ol ‘
| PR RUTRITTIRYNS PHESSITIFL  FY AL /\'n- NETH

e uw_'?a'-
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O, W T imTnam anrl the
tonited - more peacofal
vl A oan
Ty R Per creen plotenn
Trirg weas o~ the IKhesanh -
1> R Liv thewier cdoyy
Pres e s by iate i thies oosh -
wenloeg bt aehr Vit e
L}Jc oo tia [EXRU R
pi*nl ' o
cighine Ly adineg
mannt o st i, OF
hanting Gy <1 broars,
Al chioared,  of
cours~. Firdt. ton 3pecial

Forces were
the N
year, b

nliced by
nes. < hen, last
¢ wag noseries of

vicions  bhaittley on the
Junplea lod rlepees near
the by o Cagres
thet yeos's i victary

or ddefear, deponding on
wham yon ask - at the

base itoolf.

As a corresponuclent for the Balti-
more Sun, I visited Khesanh several
times between he first of this year
and June 24, (rn that day I wrote
that tho base was heing abandoned,
and subsogquent'y I had my military
press accereditanon suaspended for
breaking the cwahargo on the story,
Oine: cauld say 1 ke for ity in fact,
that is exacidy what the militarvy
ommand did ray. I will save

Iefense for another aceasion. What
s important is the nature of the
battle of Khes nh -— how we got

into it and how, orce we wern there,
we found ourseives; entangled in a
double web of inititary and public
reistions conside rncions,
Nilitary-press rolations were dif-:

fereni in World War 11, when the!
pre s owoas very anmch parg of the
tern, Uhe poportinge of thar war
foceed o Bow (e combiat wias

proitg amd whnt
was cnclarineg,

In the Vietnom War the press
Las addressed it .eif to issues like the:
fonsibilicy of our aims. Vietnam has,
no Lrnie Pyle, and none seems likely
o emorze. The mailitary has come!
‘o rcalize that while fighting well
axainst the Viet Cong is important,
lrokirg gaod o the press, and

he iadividual soldier

te v the picsi, 1o the world, s
e iy criticnl, i
Pt b tiine 6 e shells were poe-

v sy on Ko oanh, the ilitary
dlarned el e on. 'This time the
e Biologieal woar. waged throueh
wress wotbh o not be neglecred.
o T dd b oA wvictarv e an

o s EE R

di-; iers

|

TiC, OCTOBER 1968 (273)
th~ climaCtic Tet olfensive against
South  Vicinam’s  previously  urn-
m )IC\lCC‘ — and largrcly uﬂ"‘!lﬁl‘t‘(‘(l

the battle of Khesanh

= end of the
= delight  at
~r emy willing to stand

Americin
finding the
and ficht in

it remotest corners of the couantry.
Whiie the cities T
HOWUrCes =~ up in the

were  covaaderable: o six-

el meay pmarrieony, suippeorted

fay  tenviawt: aoore plas el

Boambacdoent o ier

thovn thee Ulniiesd Stooes's

iot:l bhombing ofiont in

Foarope daring 1942 arncd

1943, And throughout
the 77 days of repeated
ground probes and heavy
shellinz at the basa, there
wns always the fear that
the North Vietnamese in

the hills, estimaated vari-
ausly rom ten thoreaod
ter Loty thoneand, would
s sl oswanim over

Khesanl, inllicting arili-

tary Dblow aml pechiaps

a crippling psychological
defeat on the United States.

My first visit to Khesanh was on
January 23, the fourth day of what
came to be called the *sicge.”” 1
WwWas as green a war correspondent as
bad ever wandered mmto Victnoe,
and wy imaginaiof o was working
double time an the fowr-cngpine - 150
vansport whined along the
at Panang and huanbered into the
pgray monsoon clouds ‘T'here were
several other correspondents along,
all of whomn had been under fice
before, and I resolved to do as they
did. If they ducked, I would duck.

If they ran for a bunker. I would
run tor a bunker. If they flattened

themsclves in o ditch, T wouald {lat-
ten nysell in o ditch.

As it turned out, P
cause for panic. January 23 wos o
velintively  quict  day  at Khesanh,
We camer tiimbling oat of the plane

vy

there w. By

anto the metal tarmae with ilak
vests zipped ap tight and hebmers
low over our eyes, but it was im-

| mediately apparent that the shelling

was in a lull,

Sore

The Khesanh of January, 1968,

‘was no longer a place for fishing or

tiger-huntingy.  The green plateau
had become o red-brown sore on the
face of the carth, and everything
the sandbomred bankeres, the jeeps,
thies stubble-bearded Marines - - was
tinted the reddish color of the dire
tAaround us were the lush, sinister
chills. Above were the oppressive
of dark clouds that gra<h
Y D - '

N

Ty

thet

thing
sandhbags ¢
toward the
antennas, ti
aind the b o
Cehaockas) atl

tior,, Uhas,
Trecane s ea
naoatedd the o s
fowe days Tl

In the <di:
sanclboggredd
a plain-spol

rrnnee st one dasne a
Al Nt toside the
drand-post bunker,
man told v about

the situation o Khesanh. In oo
trast to the Narvines osteilde,
man manaccd to keep unsiained

by the dirt @i the billowing clonds
of dust, and his neatness all «<
focus in hits arvelous

ALTaTen fow
nnesgadc e,

impeceably  woxed  ta two shhavp
proints. The v Clalorel  Bravad
t.ownds, (he ishesanh couanander,

cOar

reConn b e

team il -
trols have acade contact in cvery
dircetion,” Lownds said., I have

no doubt that we will be attacked.™
A twenty-threz-ycar-old  corporal
took a break from sandba ing to
tell me: ““The hills ave full cooks.
Thev'll probalily stare o barrare of
artillery and then vun rieche through
the Hoasel™

It was in

Jearary  hat pabisa
concern abour Rivwesanb Beean 1
Laild. Phe railitary commnrnd boew
it had problems. Some hipgh-ranking
oflicers had opposed holiding
Khesanh at all. Militarily, the base
was simply not worth it they be-
lieved. But there were prohlams in
pulling out. Oune was the fact that
many of the puns would have o b
destroayed it the Marvines foueht their

wity out on the groand. "L he pguns
Nl Decon tlosn i and thie puin.s
IOV er: (b e hioe o that toss

REERLIANER TSR T
feln breehine

thies pruns o coarey s
aned crews ool b

Anather  probleon,  the deciove
one, was that o sidhabvawal ander
pressure wonld bave all thie enrnn, el
of a defeat. By the Inst ten caye of
January the wvorld was watching
Khesanh, and the first grim parallels
with Dienkienphu had been drawn.
So to withdrav: at this time would
be to take a te:rific drubbing before
a huge audience.

“Weskern anchos®’
Whiat was neceded,
pouct, sobid, soilitheily
plmation of why we were bodebirege
Khesanh.  “Fle  Aanerican  public
could be coant.-d upon to take a dir:
view of it all il the military scre to
announce frankly: “Wour eomn are

theon, wa.o o

CIETESITY B
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AD3H13~-dnw
2 $ JuL 1968

Lieutenant General Ira C. Eaker, USAF (Retired)
1612 K Street, H.W.
Washingten, B. C. 26006

Dear General Eaker:

Qur mutual friend, Al Pefley, has sent me a copy of
your recent article, "Why Khe Sanh Was Evacuated"

which appeared in your syndicated column last
week.

Your analysis of the Khe Sanh situation 1s without
doubt the most perceptive account of the recent
decisions affacting Khe Sanh to appear in the press,
Your ability to portray the changing nature of thne
conflict in northern I Corps and to place Khe Sanh
in historic perspective has set your article apart
from sfmilar current efforts.

Please accept my thanks for providing such a meaning-
ful analysis of the Khe Sanh situation. 1 have
followed your past efforts in this area with interest
and wish you continued success in your future
endeavors.

Sincerely,

DECLASSIFIED
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"OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF

22 JUL 1968
/@fn; Chief of Staff
TO: ACOfS, a3
XK Appropriate action
See Attached CMC note

___Comment and/or recommendation

O
!

. Retention

XX_ Prepare reply for CMC signature
. Information and return to CofS

Xy CooRoraTe i1y Divectarof Information
wmConcurrence =~ 7

Remarks: Reply due ASAP NLT, /520, 267048

Copy to Dizector. of Information

Vit
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FROM: COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS
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SPEC ASS'T (PAO)

1. Action;
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Y At alds -
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L, F. CHAPMAN, IR,
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WHY XHE SANH WAS EVACUATED
by
Ira C. Eaker

When recent dispatches from Vietnam revealed that the U,S.
garrison had evacuated Khe Sanh many of our citizens were sur-
prised and concerned.

"Why," came the normal query, "was Khe Sanh so vital to our
interests in Winter and Spring but now no longer considered
important?"

Since Khe Sanh was abandoned at about the time General Abrams
succeeded General Westmoreland, there has been some speculation
that 1t represented a change of tactics or policy coincident with
the change in command.

Investigation reveals that the main reasons for the evacua-
tion of Khe Sanh were these:

When the Marines originaily occupied and fortified Khe Sanh
it was astride a main road net over which weapons and men infil-
trated from North Vietnam into I Corps, the Nérthern section of
South Vietnam. These invasion forces threatened the security of
Qﬁang Tri, Hue, Da Nahg andf&ther popﬁlous areas,

The first reaction of the Vietcong was to attack the Marines
at Khe Sanh in order to remove this road block to infiltration.
When these attacks failed with heavy losses, General Glap announ-
ced and Hanoi boasted that Khe Sanh would now be given the Dien
Bien Phu treatment. Giap, heralded by Reds world wide, as the
guerrilla Napoleon, surrounded Khe Sanh with two of his crack
regular divisions, began the construction of appreoach trenches and

the constant shelling of the defenses in a tactical pattern which

-1-
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has been classic since Dien Bilen Phu.

Khe Sanh proved, however, to be a trap for the Red besiegers.
General Glap having had little air opposition at Dien Bien Phu,
did not realize what tactical alirpower couldEdo to his trenches,
troop, supply and artillery concentrations,

The lowest estimate of Red casualties I have seen for the
battle of Khe Sanh is 15,000 dead. Less than 300 of our Marine
defenders were killed there., 1In early June Giap realized that
Khe Sanh could nétAbe faken at any éfice he could afford to pay.
He then withdrew his battered, decimated divisions and the siege
was lifted. It was again demonstrated that the shifting scenes
and sites of warfare change with the forfunes of war. Meade's
Union Army did not remain long on the battlefleld at Gettysburg
after Lee withdrew into Virginia,

At the time the Marines took station in Xhe Sanh the Russians
had not delivered 120 milimeter rockets to the North Vietnamese
and -Vietcong, *A.few moaths later with these rockets now available
in large numbers, Khe Sanh could be shelled from the sanctuary of
Laos. By removing the Marines from Khe Sanh to femporary, moblle
bases & few miles to the East they érevnow~free from-the harass-
mnet of rockets from the Laotian hills,

When the rall lines of North Vietnam were being bbmbed by our
Air Force and Navy, the Reds had 300,000 workers fully engaged in
repair of bomb damage and 200,000 soldiers manning anti-aircraft
gdefenses., When President Johnson announced on March 31st that our
bombing would cease north of the 19th parallel, these forces were
freed for other tasks, With this manpower the Reds bullt new roads

and tralls by-passing Khe Sanh and to the West through Laos and

-De
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Cambodia and Khe Sanh was no longer vital for its original
purpose.

General Westmoreland's earlier search and destroy strategy
was a combination of strong points supported by moblle reserves.
His request for the troop strength needed fully to implement this
policy was denled in Washington. It appears now that there will
be fewer fortified strong points and a larger mobile striking
force.

New enemy dispositions and avallable resourées, not a change
in command, caused the evacuation of Khe Sanh. But when the repu-
table historians of the future evaluate Khe Sanh dispassionately
it will be recorded as a great victory for its gallant defenders
and thelr magnificent alr support. Khe Sanh will now be the name
of a new battle streamer on the Marine Corps flag like Tripoli,

Belleau Wood, Midway, Tarawa and all the rest.

-3- July 21, 1968
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GIRL GUERRILLA® PLUG
VIET CONG GAPS

By Keyes Beech ) .
Daily News Foreign Service

SAIGON—The Viet Cong
have launched a massive cam-
pdaign to recruit women io fill
out their ranks after their ex-
hausting  winter - spring offen-
sive.

Reports of all-female combat
units have cropped up all over
the country, according to allied
intelligence sources.

Captured documents and pris-
oner interrogations indicate
that. in some areas wonien
account for pne-third to one-
half of the e¢nemy’s guerrilla
strength. ’

American and Vietnamese
sources greeted these reports
with mixed feelings. Desplte
their deceptively fragile ap-
pearance, Vietnamese women
are tough. Besides, women
warriors have a long and hon-
ored history in Vietnam.

TAKING ‘A MORE serious
view, intelligence analysts
viewed the Viet Cong’s in-
creased dependence on woman-
power as another sign of the
Viet Cong’s declining role in
the war.

North Vietnameése troops ac-
count for 75 per cent of regular
Communist military strength
in South Vietnam. This. is al-
most exactly the reverse of the
situation three years ago when
Viet Cong forces were predom-
inant.

Enemy muain force sirengih
is estimated at 130,000, with
guerrilla and militia units
bringing the total to about
215,000.

There is nothing new about
the Viet Cong’s using women
in such support roles as la-
borers, cooks, nurses, clerks,
intellizence agents and am-
munition teusrars. What is new
is the organization of all-fe-
male district defense units,
sapper forces and reconnais-
sance platoons.

On March 8 the South Viet-
nam Women's Liberation
Assn., an affiliate of the
National Liberation Front,

marked its seventh anniver-
sary with a militant call for
women to “‘foster hatred’” in
cities and towns and ‘“‘use all
types of weapons to kill the
enemy” in rural areas.

SINCE THEN the women’s
role in the enmemy’s military
effort has been increasingly
aggressive. A crack all-women
combat unit has been reported
in Binh Dinh Province, al-
though its duties were not
specified. J

in Konmtum, in the Central]
Highlands, a captured girl!
guerrilla reported that the:
Viet Cong draft age for fe-
males had been lowered from
14 to 12.

But it is in the delta that
the Viet Cong are making their
maximum effort to recruit
women as well as men. All-
female sapper or demolition
squads have been formed in
Can Tho, Kien Hoa and Sa Dec.

The campaign to recruit
women has been accompanied
by a drive to bring more teen-
agé boys into ‘the Viet Cong
fold.

In its scope the Communist
recruiting ‘campaign amounts
v & giant body-snatching con-
test with the Saigon govern-
ment, which recently launched
a general mobilization.

But in their recruiting, the
Viet Cong have run into many
difficulties. Desertions are a
major problem. Many boys
quit at the first opportunity.
Mothers were outraged when
the Viet Cong lowered the draft
age to 4.

High-level command .direc-
tives are either being ignored
or going unenforced for lack
of leadership or personnel, A
much ballyhooed campaign to
set up “liberation committes’
in the countryside has been
an apparent failure.

There is an abundance of
evidence that the Viet Cong
lost many of their most valued

and experienced leaders in the
winter-spring offensive.

NEWSWEEK - 29. JULY 1968 (25)
RECONNOITERING NORTH VIETNAM

The U.S. has three SR-71 photographic recon-
naissance planes based at Kadena, Okinawa. The

mission of the black-painted, 2,000-mph spy
plane is surveillance of North Vietnam. {One of
its predecessors, the U-2, is still based at Bien
Hoa in South Vietnam.) Note: a Red Guard pub-
lication in Communist China recently charged
that an SR-71 snapped pictures and gathered fall-

NEWPORT NEWS DATEX
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Many of us were sui

and concerned whenrecent
displatches from Vietnam re-
vealed that the U.S. garrison
had evacuated Khe Sanh.

“Why,” ‘came the normal
query, ‘“‘was Khe Sanh so vital
to our interests in winter and
spring but now no longer con-
sidered important?”

Since Khe Sanh was aban-
doned at about the time Gen.
Creightons Abrams succeeded
Gen. William Westmoreland,
there has been some specula-
tion that it represented a
change of tactics or policy
coincideni with the change in
command.

Investigation reveals sever-
al main reasons for the evacu-
ation of Khe Sanh:

‘When the marines originally
occupied and fortified Khe
Sanh, it was astride a main
road net over which weapons
and men infiltrated from
North Vietnam into I Corps,
the northern section of South
‘Vietnam. These invasion
forces threatened the security
of Quan Tri, Hue, Da Nang
and other populous areas.

The first reaction of the Viet
Cong was to attack the
marines at Khe Sanh to re-
move this roadblock to infil-
tration. When these attacks
failed with heavy losses, Gen,
Vo Nguyen Giap anaounced
and Hanoi boasted that Khe
Sanh would now be given the
Dien Bien Phu treatment.

Giap, hearalded by Reds
worldwide as the guerrilla
Napoleon, surrounded Khe
Sanh with two of his crack
regular divisions, began the
construction of approach
trenches and ¢heconstant
shelling of the defenses in a
tactical pattern which has
been classic since Dien Bien
Phu.

Kihe Sanh proved, however,
to be a trap for the Red be-
siegers. Giap, having had lit-
tle air opposition at Dien Bien
Phu, did not realize what
tactical airpower could do to
his trenches and troop, supply
and artillery concentrations.

The lowest estimate of Red
casualties I have seen for the
battle of Khe Sanh is 15,000
-dead. Less than 300 of our
marine defenders were killed
there. In early June, Giap
realized that Khe Sanh could
not be taken at any price he
could afford to pay. He then
withdrew his battered, deci-
mated divisions and the siege

PRESS - 21 JULY 196¢ (25)

It was again demonstrated
that the shifting scenes and
sites of warfare change with
the forlunes of war. Meade's
Union Army did nol remain
long on the battlefield at Get-
tysburg after Lee withdrew
into Virginia.

At the time the marines
took station in Khe Sanh, the
Russians had not delivered
120-millimeter rockets to the
North Vietnamese and Viet
Cong. A few months  later,
with these rockets now avail-
able in large numbers, Khe
Sanh could be shelled from
the sanctuary of Laos. By re-
moving the marines from Khe
Sanh to tlemporary, mobile
hases a few miles to the east,
they are now f{ree from the
harassment of rockets from
the Laotian hills.

When the rail limes of North
Vietnam were being bombed
by our Air Force and Navy,
the Reds had 300,000 workers
fully engaged in repair of
homb damage and 200,000
soldiers manning antiaircraft
defenses.

When President Johnson an-
nounced on March 31 that our
bombking would-cease north of
the 19th parallel, these forces
were freed for other tasks.
‘With this manpower the Reds
built new roads and trails, by-
passing Khe Sanh and t{o the
west through Laos and Cam-
bodia, ard Khe Sanh was no
longer vital for its original
purpose.

Gen. Westmoreland's earlier
search and desiroy strategy
was a combination of strong
points supported by mobile re-
serves. His request for the
troop strength needed fully to
implement this policy was
denied in Washington. It ap-
pears now that there will be
fewer fortified strong points
and a larger mobile striking
force.

New enemy dispositions and
available resources, not a
change in command. caused
the evacuationn of Khe Sanh.
But when the reputable his-
torians of the future evaluate
Khe Sanh dispassionately. it
will be recorded as a great
victory for-its gallant defend-
ers and .their  magnificent air
support.

‘Khe Sanh will now be the
name of a mnew battle stream-
er on the Marine Corps flag,
like Tripoli. Belleau Wo o d,
Midway, Tarawa and all the
Test. .

out samples during China’s third nuclear bomb
test in the Sinkiang desert in May 1966. The
plane was supposedly 20 miles high: both U.S.
Samos and Soviet Cosmos recon satellites orbited
over the Chinese ground zero as well.
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Good; But Not

-~ DA
- v Intentions
. .. By .JIM .WRIGHT
: ’ " Editorial Staff Writer

IN VIETNAM, near the eoutpost at Gio
Linh, stands all that there is and all that
there is ever likely to be of the once-bally-
hooed “McNamara Linec.™

A recent report by
the Associated Press
indicated that the line,
once seen as the
solution to the prob-
lem of infiltration, will
not be completed.
Thus, barring a com-
plete change of think-
ing at the top, the 2,-
000 yards of “Ger

man tape” strung
near Gio Linh will not |
be extended.

According to the
AP’s military sources,
the abbreviated McNamara line was not very
effective, for the enemy could walk around
it or through it at several places. In addi-
tion, gaps had been necessary in the fence
to allow Vietnamese farmers to reach their
fields north of the wire.

The remains of the McNamara line are
a monument to a wistful dream. The polit-
ical leadership that has directed the Viet-
nam War in detail throughout tried to wall
out invaders with material, with a physical
barrier to keep North Vietnamese troops
out of South Vietnam.

THE MILITARY professionals said it
couldn’t be done. Sure enough, it couldn’t,
as time .and casualties have proved. The
dream of a static, impenetrable defense
barrier dies hard in the minds of political
leaders. When attempts are made to put
the idea into practice, usually men and
sometimes nations die with it.

The theory of an impregnable line of
fortifications, cbstacles or barriers sounds

to civilian voters and for understand-
able reasons, chief of which is that the bar-
rier seems to substitute stone or concrete
or — in the case of the McNamara line—
sophisticated new electronic devices and
revolutionary hardware for a defense that
depends on men. For a peace-loving people,
it makes much more sense to spend money
for materials than to depend on defenses
that appear very likely to cost many human
lives.

Unfortunately, as the military men tried
to point out at the time, the use of walls

WRIGHT

-

and barriers is an aid to military effort,
but not a substitute for it.
Long ago, when the Swedes were con-

" sidered to be the best soldiers in the world,

they had a saying which underlined this
cruel truth, “'Others try to defend their men
with city walls, We have men to defend our
walls.”

THE SWEDES DID not mean that they
valued stone more than life. The saying
merely restated a lesson of history which
has had to be learned over and over, most
recently by us. From the Great Wall of
China to the ill-fated Maginot Line of
France, defensive walls have been adver-
tised as the cheapest way to keep out in-
vaders, to assure those within that they
need not exert themselves for their own
protection.

However, the fact is that what man has
put together, other men can usually tear
asunder. If the invader is determined
enough, he wiil find a way to go through,
over, under or around .the obstacle. For
this reason, every second lieutenant learns
very early in his professional education that
obstacles are nearly useless unless they
are supported by fire.

The defenders have to be close enough,
that is, to shoot at the people trying to get
through the obstacle. The combination of ob-
stacles and incoming fire tends to be much
more distracting. it is said, than obstacles
alone. The problem is that for the defend-
ers to be close enough to shoot at the
people on the other side of the wire, they
must also be close enough for the people
to shoot back at them. And, while the de-
fenders must be emplaced to defend every
foot of the obstacle, the attackers can move
and concentrate at one spot to break it.

THE CASUALTIES were heavy at those
outposts that lay along the proposed site of
the McNamara line. To make matters
worse, the garrisons couid not move out
against the North Vietnamese gun positions
that were protected by the political limita-
tions imposed from abave. So they had to sit
and take it.

The military professionals raised all
these points when the scheme came up.
But, &3 hag so often been the case during
the Vietnam War, their advice was over-
ruled and the administration announced its
decision to put up the wall. As The News
noted editoraily at the time, “if (the wall)
is to be used as a2 magic panacea to our
problems of defending South Vietnam . . . as
a political pacifier for the restless eritics of

Results

the President, then it seems quite likely
that we will repeat history.”

That prediction has apparently come
true. And the objections raised by the mili-
tary have proved to be valid.

IN A WAY, THE ahortive project is
symbolic of the conduct of the entire war.
Throughout the war, civilian officials have
demonstrated their determination to tell
the military professionals not only what to
do, but exactly how to do it. Since 1960
civilian whiz kids have downgraded the
opinions and experience of the military
men who have spent a lifetirne learning the
profession. Over the objections of the pros,
the civilian field marshals have vied to put
their own theories into practice. The inten-
tions were good, but the results haven't
been,

This is not only poor military strategy,
it is not eommon sense. You do not hire an
expert professional, whether he is a pilot or
«: plumber, and then tell him exactly, step-
by-step how he is to do his job, down to
the last tool and technique. If he doesn’t
know and cannot learn how to do the
ob, he should be fired; but if he does—
which presumably is the reason you hired
him — he should be allowed to do it.

Recently Lt. Col. William Corsen, in his
book, “The Betrayal,” tells of the earlydays
of the Kennedy administration, when civil-
ian officials from econecmists to cost ac-
countants suddenly became “limited war-
riors,” enxious to set the military straight
on the miracles of revolutionary tactics.

Many of these late-blooming, limited war-
riors, after seeing their quick-fix solutions
fail in practice, quietly slipped over to the
side of the doves, deploring the war in gen-
eral and joining in the calling for with-
drawal.

While there is nothing illegal about
changing one's views, this sudden pacifism
seems rather unfair to the military men
who have paid and are still paying the
price for the civilians' experiments in gen-~
eralship.

Civilian control of the military at the
top is and always has been a fundamental
part of the American system. But that con-
cept does not extend down top the rifle
squad level; the fighter pilot in combat
should not have to get the permission from
Washington to fire when fired upon.

It has been truly said that war ig too
important to leave it entirely to generals.
It should be equally apparent by now that
itis too complex to leave it entirely to ama-
teurs, either.

- U.S."Tells Off Spain’

L

By R."H. BOYCE

Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

Spain has been told in politc diplomatic lan-
guage that it won’( get all it wants from the U.S.
for permitting this country to coniinue using stra-
tegic Spanish submarine and air hases.

A new five-year Spanish bases agrecmont will
be drawn up lo replace the one expiving Sepl. 286.

“It will sound better,” said an Administration
source, ‘‘but it won't mean much more to Spain.”’
" Spain will get:

= Increased military assistance. Details are
yet to be worked out, pending Congressional ap-
proval of the Administration’s foreign aid legisla-
tian. Last year, Spain got $8.3 million in military
aid. Total economic and military aid to Spain
since the U.S. first began using the bhases in 1953
has exceeded $2 billion.

WASHINGTON NEWS
24 JULY 1968 (25) .

e Wider jurisdiction over American GIs who
commit crimes on Spanish soil outside the bases.
The Status of Forces agreement drawn up in 1953
is outdated, say U.S. officials, when compared
with agreements the U.S. has negotiated with- oth-
er countries since then. Spain long has sought the
-right o iry GI offenders in Spanish courts.

What Spain wanlted but won't get for the bases
agreement is some sort of formal U.S. assurance
en Spain’s militery security, backing for Spain’s
ownership claim on British-héld Gibraltar, and
special exemption from U.S. restrictions on doliar
mvestments abroad by Americans.

Spain leng has sought admission into NATO.
With France out of NATO, the Spanish felt the
U.S. bases were more sirategic, amd sought
greater U.S. assurance in the form of a mutual
defense  trealy. Washington {urned down this

3-F

proposal because the Vietnam wai has made Con-
gress wary ol any new military comigtments.

To a Spanish counter-proposal that the U.S. at
least declare il rccognizes Spain as_part of Amer-
ica’s ‘“'vital inlerest.” officials reminded Spain
that some congressmen oppose any further U.S.
involvement with what the legislators regard as
an outdated military dictatorship.

Spain’s bid for backing on Gibraltar failed be-
cause the U.S. regards that dispute as a matter
between Madtid “and London. And relaxation of
the mvestment resi:icticns probably wowd leau
to similar demands from other countries.

U.S. servicemen and dependents in Spain spend
$40 million a year there, bolstering the uncertain
Spanish economy. Ordering the U.S. off the bases
would hurt Spain more than Madrid’s desired
goals would help the country, it was pointed out.
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- . - 17 June 1968

Talkimg Paper for the Chalrmaan, JC3I, For a Qeeting‘with the JC3
ooon 17 June 1968 )

Subject: Force Disposition in 1 CTZ (U)

1. PURPCSE: General Abrams has requested¥ the reaction of the’
Chalrlan, JC3, to a plan of General Cushuman to adopt a mobile
posture in western Quang ''»»i Province which will entail prhasing
down forces from the Khe Janh area by 1 July or as socon there-—
after &as practicable.

2. RECOMMENDED POSLUTON:

a. That the Chairman, JCS, concur in Gencral Cushman's
propoaal as supported by General Abrams.

“"b. That the attached (Eyes Only) message be dispatched.

 35'POINTS SUPPORTING RECOMMENDIED POSITION:

" g el ense ~Inrte T igenceeAency-concurs-—in -the--eneny--threat - — e
and ordcr of battle as stated Ly Ceneral Abrams.*

) b. The fixed base at Khe Sanh has required a significant
number of combat troops in a static defense role for the pro-
. tectlon of the base. Higher priority miliitary tasks exlist
~ glsewhere in I CT7. :

‘e. The base is at the end of a long and tenuous land LOC which
reguires that additional troops be tied to a securlity mission.
When Route 9 is Interdicted, an inordipate amount of availlable
airlift resources is reguired to supply the base.

‘d. The base prescnts an lnviting target Tor enemy offensive
action.

e. The base presents a fixed target for cross-—border artillery
. ~fires from positicons that cannot be attacked by ground forces due
?,;;Rtowpolltical constraints.

‘ . The planned posture provides lexibility to the force
--.commander by affording him the capability to react to intelligence
‘on enemy activity with only the size and composition of Torce
"necessary for the particular reguirecment. This will release
maneuver elements for employment in other areas as reguired.

?} 3tﬂf'g.’The good weather durling the summer dry season favers
) .. offensive operations by friendly forces in nerthern I CTZ.

) ~h. To provide the same priority for reinforcement of Khe Sanh
"as was available early in the year would be militarily unwise in
-view of the shift of the enemy threat in I CTZ. Renewed enemy
~offensive operations throughout I CTZ would further reduce the

o capabilily of friendly forces to reinforce Khe Sanh.

¥

B

" ¥WMAC B0OO7 (Eyes Oniy)/7170553Z Jun 68
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1. The bulldup of new road nets within key areas of Scuth
Vietnam such as the A Shau Valley, Quang Tin Province and the
Tri-border area provide Lhe encmy with a flexibilitly which

makes Khe Sanh of lesser dunortance Lo the ovomy 'o IMancity o
capability.

J. During the southwest monsoon, Khe Sanh assumes relatively
less importance as the western anchor of the DMZ area defense
-because NVN is provided a better and wmore direct infiltration
route directly through tThe DMZ to SVN.

4. OTHER VIEWS:

. 'The enemy can and probably wlill claim a military victory
in the area, and will indicate that the "withdrawal" of U3/GVN
. o forces is further indication that the two northerrnmost provinces
. of SVN are being "liberated" by NVN,

b. US political opponents to the military declisions and
actions taken earliier this year concerning Khe Sanh may clalm that
the mllltary has finally come arcund to their way of thinking.

COhveroely, other critics may contend that no part of SV 5hould'M"mJ””“
be abandoned to the enemy without a fight.
. APPROVED BY o - ___ Director, J-3
DJIS ' ' ) ~_(CONCUR) (NONCONCUR)

" Prepared by: Colonel D. M. Dexter, Jr., USA
L Pacific Division, J- °
Extension 57008/78853

AT ACHMENT

Draft Reply to MAC 8007 (Eyes Only)/1705537Z Jun 68
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ATTTDAC TN

BACK CHANNEL MESSAGL
FROM: GENEERAT: WHREELER, CJCS, WASHINGTON, D. C.
_TC: ) GENERAL ADBRAMS, HQ MACV, SAIGCN
ADMIRATL SHARP, HQ FACCH, FONOLULU, HAWATI
S SUBJ : Force Disposition in T CWY (1)

1. (TS) Refercncc your MAC B007/17C05537 Jun 68. I concur

A

in your assessment of the situation in SVN and in Genesral Cushman's

'proposa} to edoprt & mobile posture in wesiern OQuanpg Tri Province.

Adoption of this posture will be accompanied by a phasing down of

forces from Khwe Sanb by 1 July or as soon

2. ("M3)Y T da {faorcsce sowe Public ArTairs probloms associated
with adoption of 1he coricept. Not only will NVKN try to make

psychoclogical gain from the withdrawal of mwa]

L

o [forces from the
Khe Sanh area, but some poliltical voices may ba ralsed in this
country. Criticism may be expected rom those who opposed the
military decislions and actiorns taken carlier Lhis year concerning
Khe Sanh. There may also be some discomf{iture Crom those who gup-
ported the holding of Khe Sanh during the debates last winter.

I undoubtedly will be asked by higher authority how we will
accommodate in the public and congressional arcna oﬁ% current
-Views wilth those we previously held. I believe our best approach

is to cemphasize thoe dynamics of the situation and flexibility of
tacﬁical renponsc. T would appreclate roccliving your views

oﬁ the elements of a FPublic Affairs plan to support your abandonment

of’ Khe Sanh basge.

TOP_SECRET
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11 Jul 1968

ITEM: Reduction of the Khe Sanh Combat Base
BACKGROUND: (U)

The first occupation in force of Khe Sanh by Marine
units was in September 1966 by 1st Bn, 3d Marines
.during Operation PRAIRIE.

During April and May 1967, Khe Sanh was the scene
of heavy fighting when units of the 3d Marines surprised

enemy forces in the Hill 861 - Hills 881 North and South
complex.

- Early in 1968, as a result of increased enemy activity,
the 26th Marines was brought to full strength and rein-

forced by 1st Bn, 9th Marines. This unit, with its com-

bat support and combat service support elements and an

ARVN Ranger Battalion, held the Khe Sanh combat base

- against significant enemy forces for a period of more

- than 70 days at which time, late in March, the enemy units
began to withdraw from the area.

Operation PEGASUS commenced on 1 April 1968. This
operation completed the defeat of NVA forces in the Khe
Sanh area and reopened Route 9.

Operation SCOTLAND II, which commenced on 15 April and

i's currently in progress, has continued to inflict heavy
losses on the enemy.

STATUS:

(TS) On 17 “June 1968, the Chairman, JCS concurred in
., CG, III MAF's proposal to adopt a mobile posture in
“western Quang Tri Province with the concomitant phase:
~ down of forces in the Khe Sanh area. The proposal was
. based on the following information:

a. The fixed base at Khe Sanh has required a signif-
icant number of combat troops in a static defense role
for the protection of the base. Higher priority military
tasks exist elsewhere in I Corps Tactical Zone.
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11 Jul 1968

b. The base is at the end of a Tong and tenuous land
LOC which requires that additional troops be tied to a
security mission. When Route 9 is interdicted, an
inordinate amount of available airlift resources is
required to supply the base.

c. The base presents an inviting target for enemy
offensive action. Additionally, it presents a fixed
target for cross border artillery fires from positions
that cannot be attacked by ground forces due to political
constraints.

d. This posture will provide flexibility to the force
commander by affording him the capability to react to
intelligence on enemy activity with only the size and
composition of force necessary for the particular require-
ment. This will release maneuver elements for emplioy=
ment in other areas as required.

e. The good weather during the summer dry season.
favors offensive operations by friendly forces in
northern I CTZ.

f. To provide the same priority for reinforcement of
Khe Sanh as was available early in the year would be
militarily unwise. In view of the shift of the enemy:
threat in I CTZ, renewed enemy offensive operations
. throughout 1 CTZ would further reduce the capability of
friendly forces to reinforce Khe Sanh.

g. The building of new road nets within key areas
of South Vietnam such as the Ashau Valley, Quang Tin
Province and the Tri-border area provide the enemy with
a flexibility which makes Khe Sanh of lesser importance
to the enemy's maneuver capability.

: h. During the southwest monsoon, Khe Sanh assumes
‘relatively less importance as the western anchor of the
DMZ area defense because the NVA is provided a better
and more direct infiltration route directly through the
DMZ to SVN.

_ " (S) Based on the above, work commenced on the
- evacuation of equipment and material from the Khe Sanh
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structure and grade III ammunition. Evacuation of
the combat base was completed on 5 July 1968.

RECOMMENDATION: (U)

For discussion with:

CINCPAC
COMUSMACY
CG, FMFPAC
CG, III MAF.

. DISPOSITION:

R IEA ERY SN g

7

> gy

‘combat base and on the destruction of fortifications,
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"~ broken rules that forbid discussion of future plans, operations or
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. described the situation at Khesan,

Col L.G. Hill, Jr. 72873

The Defense Department d;clineq to comment on the dispatch)

which was sent from Khesang on June 24 by a Sun correspondent,
John S, ‘CarrO'll, and pubiisgéd in the newspaper yesterday.
In Saigon it was announced that Mr. C.az.'roll‘s .militax_ry'

accreditation had been suspended indefinitely because he had

strikes to insure the protection of troops.

o

No Confirmation or Denial
4 . ) -
The military officials in Saigon said there would be no con-

firmation or denial of the Carroll dispatch, Brig. Gen., Winant -~

. Sidle, the American chief of information in Saigon, warned corres

i
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to confirm the 'dispatch"in The Sun, he said, and thus help the enemy.
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QUESTION 98:

Since March, 1965, the darine vorps nas been conducting
assentially land warfare in I Corps area of Southr Vietnam.
Has this dercgated the amphibious capability of the Corps?
Joes 1t appear that the Harine Forces in Yiectnam will
continue to conduct this type of combat for the foresse-
acvle futura?

AHSHER:

While it is true that the Marine Corps nas been con-
ducting essentifally a land war in [ Corps, our ampiibious
capability has not bean derogated. In addition to Marine
combat forcas ashore, two Special Landing Forces (SLF),
one of which was activated in April, 1967, have been main-
tained afloat in Amphibious Ready Group shipping of the
7th Fleet. On over 40 occasions since iarch 1965, Marine
units have conducted ampnitious assauits from the delta to the
oMz, Amphibiocus raids and participation in larger operations
ashore have dcmonstrated the versatility and effectiveness
of the Navy-Marine Corps Teaas in the Vistnam environment.

5ince the battalion landing teams and thetr supporting
helicopter squadrons of tne SLF‘s are rotated periodically,
Wwe currentiy have more personnel experienced inm amphibious
oparaticns in a combat anvironaant than at any time since
dorld War 1I. Aad wnile 1 see no change in our cownitment
in I Corps in the foreseeable future, the Harine {orps will:
continue to take waximum advantage of its avility te conduct
amphibious opevrations in conjunction with our operatie?s ashore.
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QUESTION £11:

The village of Khe Sanh {n South Vietnam has been in and
out of the news repsatedly since early 1966. 1s Khe Sannh
of truly strategic or tactical sigynificance to Harine
cperations or does its ownership have wmore psychological
significance? '

AHSHER:

Qur reasons are both military and psychological,
Militarily, khe Sanh 1s the western anchor of our positions
along the DWMZ, the next terrain suitable for a base complex
is at the Camp Carroll - Rockpile area some fifteen miles
to the east. To evacuate the Khe Sanh area would be to
give up virtually half of the width of the country ocpposite
AVH, and would provide the enemy virtually free access to
the coastal regions benind our UWZ positions. 1In addition,
the mountain chain in westera SVN runs generally parallel
to the coast, and svacuation of Knhe Sanh would provide the
enemy a fairly straignt LOC from NVN into the southern
end of the A Shau Valley. This would permit him the use
of a dry LOC throughout the year elther in SVYWK or in
Laos, depending upon the monsoon season., (Laos 1s dry in the
winter, 1 Corps is dry in the summer.) It would also solve
wany logistical problews for #VN in its avowad objective of
selzing the northern two provinces of SVYN,

Psychologically, we have the objective of preventing the
enemy from accomplishing his stated goal of sefzing Quang
Tri and Thua Tnien Provinces, The 1 Corps area contains nearly
20 percent of the country's population, about 800,000 of whom
live in the northern two provinces. The geography of these
two provinces provides the enemy many advantages: the
distance from the Laos border is short (averaging about
30-40 miles), the enemy supply lines are short and over three-
fourths of the land is jungle covered. Yet a sigmificant
portion of the country's population lives here, and they
cannot be abandoned.

Evacuation of - - Khe Sanh would provide many advantages
to the enemy - more than we can afford. The Joint Chiefs of
Staff consider that our base at Khe S5anh should b2 retained
and that 1t can and will be held.
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2 1 MAR 1968

Mrs. Bertha Minning
4371 Hebster Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

Dear Mrs. @inning:

Thé'Secretary of the Navy has asked that I reply to your
letter of 4 March 1968 addressed to the Secretary of
Defense concerning the HMarine cowbat base at Khe Sanh,

Khe Sanh, as you kaow, is a part of a system of patrol
bases astride the infiltration routes into South Vietnam.
This defensive system was organized at the direction of
the operational commander in Vietnam in 1966 to thwart
a major enemy invasion across the Demilitarized Zone.
Since that time, Harine units in the DHZ area have de-
feated seven such attempted invasions by large scale
forces. Additionally, our continued presence denfes
the enemy relatively easy access routes to the major
population centers of the northern provinces including
possible use of Route 9, the only east-west route in
the northern portion of South Vietaam.

Khe Sanh is the western anchor of our mutually supporting
positions in the DMIZ. A withdrawal from Khe Sanh would
require a fall back to another position equally susceptible
to attack, or the withdrawal of forces occupying other
positions along the DMZI as well., A withdrawal of this

type would result im larger scale confrontations with the
enemy in the move populataed areas and urban centers, plus
subjecting our milttary logistics installations and lines
of communications to more frequent attack by major forces.

Substantial Marine forces are deployed at Khe Sann and
occupy an extensive compliex of mutually supporting, forti-
fied positions. In addition to the artillery units at

A Khe Sanh, 175mm guns are in positions from which to provide
(;"L"/}
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support, as required. Marine, Navy and Air Force planes,

ranging from jet attack aircraft to B-52 bombers, are
available to bombard the enemy positions on an around-
the-clock basis.  Furthermore, sizable numbers of addi-
tional troop unfts are avatlable in I Corps Tactical
Zone for reinforceament should the situation warrant.

With respect to enemy tunneling in the Khe Sanh area,
our forces are employing various methods to detect this
activity ranging from the use of simpie stethoscopes to
sophisticated seismic devices. Other detection devices
which have been under study and analysis here in-the
United States will soon be available to our units fin

- ¥Yi{etnam. Additionally, the area surrounding Khe Sanh

is under constant ground and aerial observation and
all known trench works and potential tunnel areas are
sub%ected to intense bombardment by artillery and air
strikes.

Your suggestion regavding the use of water to flood
tunnals is apprecifated and you may be sure that aill
feasible methods will be utilized.

While Marine presance in the DMZI area 1s a heavy and
challenging commitment, it is this presence which impedes

more direct North Vietnamese tnvasion.

Again thanks for yéur suggestion and I trust that this

- information will allay somewhat your concern.

Sincerely,
- R. G. OWENE, IR,
Brigadier Ge.anrn', . 7, ¥avine Corps

Assistant Cnief of Starltl, (-3
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Senator Hugh Scott
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Scott:

This letter 1s in reply to your inquiry of 14 March 1968
on behalf of Mrs. Jerreliee Gay, whose husband, Staff
Sergeant John B, Gay, died 1n Vietnam.

The commander of a uait conducting combat operations in a
populated area such as the ¢ity of Hue is continually
faced with decisions which affect not only his own forces
but the lives of innocent c¢ivilians as well. He must
make the judgment as to the course of action to be pursusd
which will assure the successful accomplishment of his
missfon with minimum loss of 1ife to his personnel and
civilians. The duration of operations in the city of Hue
was extended in order to reduce the hazard to our HMarines
and to Vietnamese civilians. VYou may rest assured that
no commander would endanger the Yife of a single one of
his men when weighed against the preservation of “art
treasures”,

Our units at Hue had, and used, the requisite supporting
arms to successfully accomplish their assigned tasks.
Despite adverse weather conditions and a natural
raluctance to destroy portions of the city that are of
deep cultural significance to the Vietnamese people,
artillery, naval gunfire and tactical air strikes were
used extensively and played a significant part in bring-
ing this operation to a successful conclusion,

Furthermore, up to eleven Vietnamese battaliens partici-
pated in the combat operations in Hue. It was the
Vietnamese units that recaptured the major portion of
the Citadel. Roughly three times as many Vietnamese
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22 MAR 1968

Honorable Alphenze Bell
Houwse of Representatives
dashington, D.C, 20815

Pear Ar. Bell; ‘ e _
Tais letter 1s {a reply to yuur inguiry 6? 14 #Harch
1568 o bhehalf of nr. tdgar F dright coacérniﬁg
Hartng ﬁperatf@as.

As Hr. Hright has correctly SU?@?S»Q there are indi-
gations that the enemy has been taaaelﬁng in the Kke
Saah area. To couater this activity, our ferces ia
additien to patrolling ave emplpying varfous methods
to detect digging, rangiang from the use of sisple
stethoscopes to sophisticated selsaic devices. Jthew
datectton davices which offer promise are being
tested here in the Uanfted States amd 1f practicable
will be avaflable to our units ju Vietenam, Addi-
tionally, the area surrounding Kne Sanh 1s undey
constant ground or aerial observatica and sll kaown
treach works and potential tunsel arsasz ere subjected
te intense bombardment by artf?}@?y and air stpiitgs.

Sabst&atia% Harine forces are deploved at Rhe Sanh
and occupy an extansive complex of mutually suppertiag,
fortified positions. Ia addition %o the artillery
wnits at Khe Sanb, 175mm quhs ave in pogsitions from
which they car provide support, as vequired. Huadreds
of Harine, Havy and Afr Force planes, ransing froem
attack nircraft to heavy bombers, are available to
boabard tae escmy positicns oca an arouad-the-glisek
hasis. Furthermore, sizable sumpbers of additiona)
troep units are avatfladle in [ Corps Tactical Zone

fer retnforcensnt should the situation warrant.
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Plzase convey ay appreciatioen to He, dright for his
jnterest in fmproviay the effectiveness of eup combat
oparations i{s Viaetmanm.

Singeraly,

R. G. OWENS, JR.
Brigadier General, U. S. Marins Corps
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3

Eacl;
113) Lty frem He. deight dated v sareh 1868,

Copy to: SECHAV #2-2684 | N
0SD #6144 |

[ 25

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

PGV BN R g
| R A
4‘5’:‘ 4

B Th A

R SR
NMERRVV Fﬁ?x&?XBHEZ m < n
PP RUEBHOA . &
DE RUMHFMA 2547 1zazsﬂ5 r
ZNY cCCCc , s
P 25‘6337,AEE$§8 S g L
3 T
- ‘ ﬁfR &8 ZF?»G EE *
F"Q By ‘ O v inﬁM ‘ ,QA.;%‘*;_.- : - :‘,_‘. f,
2 _LG TWF SAC

3, (US FOR CC Y13 MAF.

G5 11 MAF.DANANG: ¢ O
LwFo CG THIRD MAR DIV DANANQV
BT

CONFIDENTTI &L i&él& WESTfORILAND SEND@oi
e 9&C~h£€06ﬁ¢§DAEEQ& FOR. THE 26TH MAR LNES (REIN) (U3 -
REFs COoayiysdy pr WEE DLE 09US5ET APR 68 (Ui o o

BRI
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SUPPORT . CO&PL‘TELY SURROUNDED $Y THE ENEwpo KHE SANH
(}Cdmﬁﬂr BAGE bowpﬂ‘b;D ‘OF ?HE PERI#FTFR‘D&E{NSE%&ND
VLTAL rILL rb%xTLQub. :

INCLUDINb 1BOMM- euuso‘&aaMm GUNSo 15RMY 'GUNS/HONXTzEaﬁa
140MM ROCKE?SV 1 22M RQCKE“"A*Q erI@US‘S%ALLEW ﬁs
PISCESe FIRED CONSTANTLY ON. THELBASE. ON NUMERQU% OCs
CASTUNS THE LASE WAS WIT wﬁ;H AS MANY AS 65D TO 750
- KOUNDS OF &IXED ARTVILLERY AND ROCKETS WITHEN A MATIER
OF OnLyY & FEW HOURS. OnN UNEL OAY DURING THE SPERIT oD
THE HASE WAL HIT wWiTr OVER 1»500 ROUNDS oF” MIXED AR=
¢ TILLERY AnD wOCLKET FIRE. IN ADDITION 7O PORERFUL AY~=
TACKS BY ARTILLERY ANDzROChETSa_THﬁ ENEMY QEVELOPED 4
SYSTEM OF TRETZHES WHIOH METUTILIZIO TO APQRU&CHITHEsf
A OUTER PERIMETER OF THE BASE DEFENSES. AGAIN AND AGAIN

f)

YOTHE 2otTH MARINES (REINY» LAUNCHED AGGRESSIVE FURCES OF
A /ﬁy%_.
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REQUIRED TO SURSIST AND FIGHT JHE Ahh 5A$u
HASE SUSTALINED rHRuUbH Tn& LObISTIC &FFORYS OV
MARINE AIRCKRAFT wING AhD THE. 7TM AIR rQRCt» WHILE FiX
ED.uInG NIKCRAFT WERE AVLt”uﬂRb&LY TO %UPPLY TH; BAQE
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THE VITAL HILL OUTPuSt?PUSlTIONS WAS A TASK WHIQﬁ CouiD BF C«f

COMPL 1SHED O\iL" BY, n*\fLIC(JPTtIRSe,

wiiE N IT f%ECAt‘AE"

THE HASE s ThE HUDEN OF EVACUATTNG THE.. WbUNQrDv
PREVIOUSLY HAD OSHARED * %ETuka FIXED NXMG AInCRA““
LUICORTERS e THEN hECANE‘1HF PrIME RtBPONCIRELIT

OF THE HELTCUPTERS kORCESQ THROU%HUUT iH& BATTLE-DE= "
LIVERY OF SURPLIES Anp™ EVhCUATION OF THE WOUNDED FROM -
THE EXPOSED [RItL POSITIONS WAS ENTIRELY THE RESPONSIw.
RILITY OF TH& htLiCOPTCH CREWS» -ALL 0F4WHON PFRFORMFD
THEIR TASKS MxIH GhLAT GALLANTHY AND STEAD%ESTNESSO i
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WITHOUY REGAKD TO "THE pOST7TO THEMSELVES IN:MEN -AND
ACHINESY A\D DESPITETHE FACT THAT THE ENEMY

A NUMERICAL SUPhRLORITY OF GREATLR THAN. -3-% ' IN MEN,

AHD WITH ﬁn?lLLERY/ROQKEf SUPPORT OF GQEAT*MAGNITUDEQI

THE 26TH MARINLS (RFINJ RESOLUTELY AN OURAGEOQUSLY.
HELD" THEIR PUSITIONSo&@N dQTH THe MAINEPEREMETER AND
ON-THE ISOLATED HlLLSo“IN YHE F%Ct OF EVERV EFFORT YO

DISLODGE THEW. ;

Bo. WHEN THE *MONSODN vaThtR”MAuE AtRIAL RE&UPPL? IM=7
POSSIHLE AND GREATLY REDUCED, AERIAL SURPORTw, THE!
261H MARINES (REINY STILL sﬁooofktpma THEY ZMAD BEEN
COMMANUED TO DEFEND KHE SANE AND THEY RﬁSOQV&D YO DO
SOe 1O THE LAST MAN AND TO THE LAST ROUND.

Go SUPROSTED BY THE GREATE nT CONCENTRATION OF
TO A SINGLE BATTLE. PROVIDED
BYCOELLMENTS OF TrE 1ST0 MARINE AIRCRAFT "winGe 77H AIR
AVIATION sl LN?H OF THE 7TH FLLEY# AND BY THE
G190 24TH ARD 99Te BOMBARDMENT wINGS QF THE STRATLGHT
board COSMAAND APD SUSTAINED Y THEIR OnN _PROFE

| ; ESSIONAL o
PRIDE Al AI0H SENSE OF DUTY. THE 2oTHIMARINES (REIND
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THE UHITS eR1CH PROVIDED THE.ATR SUF

ahL ODEFENSE LF TrE BASEs KHE™ SANH MA &

ENEMY wAS DECISIVELY DEFEATED. : 5 :

5, THE FOLLGRING STATISTICAL "DATA 15 PROVIDED AS va«_

DEMCE OF ThE DISTINGUISHED RERFORMANCE OF THE 26TH B

“ARTMES (REIN) ¢ AND THtIR SuRPOKTING ARMSs DURING. THE

CITED HFHZODe o ) ) o @
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7. THIS RECUMMENDATION IS FORWARDED ON AN EXPEDITED®

FASISo CINCPAC, COMUSMACV CINLPACFtTo CG 1Y1I MAF. AND
(418 HEADOUARTLRS ALL CONCURo. " S

PROPOSED CITATION FOLLOWSS ) ‘ - ¥ .
cgerR EXTRAGRDINARY THERQTIOM IN ACTIDN AuAINS? NORTH K
VItTfﬂnFSE ARMY FORCES DURING, THE BATTLE FOR KHE SANH ;

THE REPUBLIC UFIVIET FNAM FROM 20 JANUARY TO 3 APRIL
<>1968@ DURINGY THIS PERIODy THE 26TH MAR (REINJ wAS .
ASSIGNED TrE. TASK OF DEFENDING THE. KHE SANA “COVMBAT
BASE AnD THE; VITAL POSITIONS.AT HMILLS 881 SQUTHo

3(3n0A~np 558 AND G504, A‘L OF WHICH: OVERLOOKED CRITICAL AVE=

NUES OF APFROACH FROM LAUQo ALTHOUGH CONFRONTED BY
TWO FIRST LINE NURTH VIETNAMESE ‘ARMY DIVISIONS, B30TH .
FOINFORCED BY HEAVY ANDEMEDIUM ARTILLERY. AND ROCKETSs
PO CONSTANTLY SURBJECTED TO INTENSIVE ENEMY FIRE ANU
PELENTLESS ERERY GROUND, ATTACKS BY UNITS UP TO REGI-
o PINTALSSIZE ST T ?&Ts MAR (REIN) COURAGEOUSLY “ATN=

G

EALIED Trl ik POSITIONS AN SUCUESGFULLY THRARTED TrE
?wLWY“W AGULLLT S ON MUMEROUS OCRALIONG: TrE COovoAT
oo CAGEL SOSTATMNED Mo AVY LN MY QQCKgﬁ AN AHILL'LR‘ AY -
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“ R TED EVACUAT IO OWPERATIONG OF Tht' COUNDED BE CAME.
Tl RRLSdY MTLS 10N OF  Tnif !ﬁE‘_?nv(,“‘J,¢ OoUNITS l— THE

(\?XNS? M&RKN& ALRUKAFT wWING. XM ARG MEASUKE DUE:

TO THE SzUFLESS AND REROCIC ZFFOURTS oF Tk PTLOTS AND ,
zvaﬁw bxhwse AND DESHITE SEEMINGLY THSURMOUNTATBLE - ORSTA=
£Se HUMERCUS MARINE LIVES WERE SAVeD AND Tk ﬂA»L« R
REALS HECESSARY FUR SUSTAINED COMBAT WERE MADE CONTINUALLY
AVATLAASLE. CURING THE HEAVIEST MON&LOON u;A1A&R PERI= '
 CDe WHEN AERIAL KRESUPPLY ANDYAERYAL FIRE SURPORT SWERE:
DIMINISHED, THE 26TH MAR (REEN) REMAINED RESOLUTE -AND:
DISPLAYED THE ULTlMAxt»JN FORTITUGE ANDS Dt1ERM1M&TKONo“
C’Hb THEY GALLANTLY PRUSECUTED  THE DUFENSE OF JTHE SASE
S wrHiCH THEY HHD BEEH COMMANDED TO HOLD . THROUbH THE.
LHOOMITABLE wills £NOUWANRCE “AND SVEADFAST COURAGEOF
¢ THE 2BTH MAR («EIN) AND THt DISTINGUISHED EFFORTS. OF -
S THE MEw @HC PROVIDED THE AIR SUPRORT YO~ THE’ @rCENDERSo
Tri KHE SANR CUMBAT BASE wWaS HELD AND THE ENEMY WAS 'g

C*

M

' C~OECISIVELY DEFEATED, RESULTING IN 12131 KILLED IN AC=

o s e
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T TIONs THE CAPTURE OF ETGBHT SOLDIERS AND:: FIFTY~ ~-FOUR 2
stVIuUAL nwo TJENTY POUR CREW SFFVED wEAPONq CONFISw

) Aty ke ¥ :,r, B
SAGE & RUNRFMA 2568 UNCLAS E’F 7o S LT
LATEDa 8Y ThEIK GALLANT FIGHTING SPTRIT AND-THEIR

"

INDIVIDUAL ACTS OF” HPRUle KND DARINGe, THE MEN OF THE
20TH MAR (KREIN) CREATED' A KECORD: OF ILLUSTKIOUS COUR-
~ AGE AND DETERMINATION wHICHWASIN KEEPING WITH THE
HIGHEST TRADITIONS QF ThE MARINE CORPS AND OF THE
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WAﬂP BY AN UNID&NTXFIE@ MART@E QERGEANT COV@ENIN SHﬁﬁ?AGE @? A
FORTIFICATION MATERIAL AT KHE SANH, THE- FOLLowZNG FACTS Aﬁm‘mﬁb@ :
MITIED o . ¥ ‘
A, &S OF ?Mﬂﬂﬁﬁg & ”G%ﬁ& OF 510 BUNKERS OF VARIQUS K&J@ : :
WERE I8 USE BY MARINE LR CES AT Yha SalNH, THIS INCLUDLS f%-éq. %
THIRTEEN KEAVY TIMBER BUNKERSZ PRETCUT AND ﬁ% N&hﬁﬁ ON=8XTES W £
TUBSTANTIAL QUANTITIES OF OVHER LUMBER , MBAY ¥ ING AHD CLERE- - i
v FOHiIFXFATZON M&TERE&L JAS AIRLIFTED AND NAD% éVAk LABLE FOR i
THE COVSEHUCTION or wmxﬂ?s T0 ACCOMODATE THE lVCWE§5“ iﬁ %
:HUUJ"' b h NGT i"i\» Dmxmg Q}A‘\S :\i‘é‘g 04&8‘389 k ia’g, H\j DP 5
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DELIVERED TO KHE SANK ON A DAILY BASIS AS AIRLIFT IS AVAIL&BLEG oo
EACH SMALL BUNXER (EIGHT BY EIGHT BY ETGHT FT) REQUIRES ONE c 136
LIFT WITH MULTUPLE LIFYTS REQUIRED FOR LARGER BUNKERS,

B,.PRIOR TO 13DEGS7, THE BUNKER REQUIREMENTS FOR THE ONE _
3A’TAL30N WANDING TEAN FORCE AY KHE SANH WAS CONSIDERED 3 EQUATEQL
BEGINVING I3DECS7, THT BASE™WAS RTINFORCED BY THREE ADDIIIUNR& -
BATTALIONS AND A CCRRESPONDL NG INCREASE 1IN NUMBERS OF BUNKERS WA“
REQUIRED, THESE ADD ITZONAL FORCES ALSO REQUIRED AN INCREASE OF ¥ .
RESUPPLY AIR-LIFT FROM SIXTY SHORT TONS PER DAY TO 185 SHORT TONS
PER DAY, AND SIXTEEN WUNDRED SHORT TONS OF. SUPPLY WERE REQUIRED
TO MEET MININUM STOCK LEVELS, THIS REQUIREMENT PLACED HEAVY DE~

ANDS ON THE AVAILABLE AIRLIFT., INCREASED RNTITAIRCRAFT FIRE ¥
ﬂun THCOMING ROUNDS LANDING ON:TWE AIR FIELD, ALONG VITH DELAYS -
CAJSED BY POOR FLYING WEATHER, FhRTHFR HAMPERED 'THE DELIVERY OF ~
BUNKERS AS WELL AS OTHER COMBAT ESSENTIAL MATERIAL.

C. PRE=CUT LIMBER__AND OTHER 1*4uv EQUIPMENT IS BEING DELKW»
ERED- BY. THE.L OV 78LIJIXIME PARACHUYE EXTRACLION METHOD OF ATRIDELIV-
ERM,. WILH.EIVE SERIJIES PER DAY SCHIDULEDs HOWEVR, PREEWT AVAICT
ABILITIY OF LOW-ALTITUDE PARACKUTE “XTRACT 10N SYSTEM EQUIPMENT HAS
LIMITED OPERATIONS TGO AW AVERAGE OF OMY TWO SORTIES PER DAY.-
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4, CONCLUSION: LIEUTENANT AMM OGN HAS BEEN GUILTY OF

PAGE 3 YYNA 4275 C O N F z DENTI, a L SPECAT EXCLUSIV
WAS REPORTED TO HAVE-SOLD A BOTTLE OF LIQWOR TO. -
A MA?IM FOR TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS, IMMEDIATE :
STEPS. WERE. TAV N WITH SENIOR AIR FORCE OFEICER U
“ TQ 'PRECLUDE FURTHER SIMILAR INCIDENTS. = — °
W ST "@gm,, "NO COMBAT GER OR PONCHPS T¢  ° .7
SLEEP IN, NOT TO MENTION MAIL- (R BEER.™ ~ v  ° e
1) quaHAs NEVER BEEN ANY SHORTAGE :QF G@MBAT” “

FQUIPMENT WHICH WOUL@ AF)‘E"CT HI“ UNL COMBAT EF7
FICIENCY, . : ' : ey
2) THERE IS CURRETLYI A lﬁk“DAY bUPPLY -OF P}:.TRO'F -

LEUM PRODUCTS ON: HAND, AT HILL B81S AND A BASIC: ALT .
LOWANCE PLUS 5 DAYS SUPPLY 'OF AMMUNITION.
(RGANG2ATIONAL/ IND IVIDUAL EQUIPMENT AND ﬁ}FLD -
FORTIFTGATION SUPPLIES ARE AVAIL ABLE AS REQUIRED,
¢3) BEER HAS NIVER BEEW PRGVIDED TO HILL g81S FOR *
THE REASON PREVIOUSLY STATED. .

MINOR EXAGGERATION, BEYONDTHIS, HE APPEARS TO BE THE.
VICTIM OF POOR JUDGEMERT ON THE PART i

%

<t

_.‘, 3

PRGE 4 YYNA 4279 C O N F 1 D E W r 1A @PEcni EXGLU%IVEﬁEE@
OF WIS PARENTS IN PUEL?bIZING HIS PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE., 7 ..
5, FOR CODE CHB=2, COMMENT'S IN PARAGRAPH § ABOVE CONCERNING -~

MAIL AND FOOD DELIVERIES ARE EQUALLY APPLICABLE TO Ri?““¢Nb“‘Bo
T o "
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PAGE S YYNA 42770 Q-6 F z D ENT THA LUOSPECAT HXopbstv
BUTLT UP STOCKS., &5 OF 177MARGH, HILL RQ18-HAD 5.5

DAYS BSUPFLY OF quIVIDlA‘jﬂALIOYS ON'HANDg ’lUp.
SUPPLEMENTS CONSISTING OF 24 LOAVES OF FRES .
EREAD, TW0 CASES. oF CAJNEﬁ“)ILXQ THREE CASE b oF ,
FRESH ORANGE ANDy REGULARL ¥: SUPPL IED - SUNDRIES . N
PACKS (CIGARETTES, TOOTHDQSTE ETOY, AS Oﬂ 19@33@u,:;
THERE WERE 19.5 DAYS- "SUPPLY . t
OF RATIONS O HAND, .. B o

B, STATEMENT: “PUT PART OF. PLATooo ow LINE AND.

SWEPT THROUGH GARBAGE DUMP. EVERYONE.GOT | ﬁ
PLENTY TO FILL szcwag»s LEVE wecoas AT

COMMENT ¢ i v

(1) WHEN SUBSISTING ON "C" RAIIONS : : ,
TROOPS ARE' LIKELY TO:DISCARD THE LESS FAVOR D ITEMS ,
THE RATION; loyoy~CANPED EREAD, PEANUT® BUTTER, . e
}mm AND LIMA BEANS, ETC. WHEN wEATHWR PREVBTED" RE : Y
SUPPLY, IT WAS TO BE tXPECTED “THAT PREVIOQUSLY DIST - A
CARDED, BUT STILL SEALED, CANS OF F)QD WOULD BE g -
RECOVEED AND CONSUMED. ; K , .
Co STATEMENT 3 "COMPANY HAS HAD ONLY CNE BAG OF: A .
WAIL WITHIN LAST FOWR. OR EIVE wMExsa s -

o

i

COMMENTs , i
¢i) MAIL DELLVERY HAS- BEEN&POORo—DURING THE MONTH .75—
OF FESRUARY, 98,613 FOUNDS (43,385 SHORT %@NS) OF
MATL WERE DEL IVERED 0 KHE: SANH, .

(2> UNTIL THE END OFFEBRUARY, ALL MAKL FGR KHE o
SANH WAS FORWARDED FROM DANANGYPHU BAT BYGTHE - S
I5TH AERIAL PORT-COMPANY, USAF: 111 M4F HAS NOW W
ASSUMED THE TASK OF FORWARD ING. T HE ¥HE SAMH MAIL

AND DISPATCHES IT FROM DONG HA, : )
¢3) FOR THE PERICD 1e§7 MARCH, INCLUSIVE, 79,940 g

FOUNDS (34,99 SHORT TONSY OF MATL WERE DELTVRED e .
TO KHE SANH. TI1 MAF IS PRESENTLY DEVISING a SYSTEM, PN VA

P N

T4 “r 4K DOUN MATL FOR HELICOBTER DELIVEY-T0 ; FE: B
SPECIFIC TACTICAL LOCATIONS, INCLUDING HILL %&1S, ; o i
4 LWCNAYMW’) BAGS OF MAIL F\"\“t:. CURRENTLY AT g ' 4 &
. KHE SANH AWAITING DELIVERY TO-WILL 881S, ADDRESSING LA 3
LIEUT a”MON'$ CASE SPECIFIGALLY, FELEVEN BAGS OF MAIL e 5 \fﬁ) i
WEREDELIVRED ON 18 MARCH T.Q "M COMPANY . ' ff?“fﬁf*“wﬁn”mw

O HILL ¢ 8898. THE LAST PREVIOQUS DELIVERY ™ :
IO "M" CONPARY QCCURRED OF .7 MARCH. . . .~ .~ g
B B S S e

3
FEN i
CoNARETIAL
E,Lj 3\\% UJAJJ\I“U“LJ i
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{35 DURING THE FIRST. 19 D4YS
13 CLOUDY, Two PARTLY CLOUWDY ¢
DavYS, VU”ths HOU‘S HAVE uatw
FOG, ALTHOUCH RAINFALL HaS BF&! W 1 mTo ut" “LLIxY
IN THE GENERAL AREA “AVERAGED ONLY 4.9 MILES; ‘ﬁi
HOWEVER, LOW- HAPFIwGhCLogD% AND KOG BONTTNUED
TO0 CURTAIL N OPT OPERAT S IN HE HIGNER
LLf@Arnoého ul@ﬁosf@ AJEPAbt59g9 ¥t;%EMTH%UR%NG
MARCH o ' . b
(4) 3% HELICOPTERS HAVC Bitﬁ PE wnwannLY YIS =~ "
ARLED OR DESTROYED IN RESUPPLY OPERATIONS. IN THE %
KHE SANH AREA SINCE 21 JANUARY 156R.: THIS ' o
REUCTION OF HFL ICOPTER ASSESTS HAS, OF
Lt“?ssg FURTHER ERODED OUR. ABILITY TO CONDUCI“
u‘u\dl’ ?‘“SUPPLY OPLR A—FIONSQ '-‘ :F" N .
B, SECOND LIEUTENANT: A QN HASA GOOD b . o
RECORD IN KIS BATTALION RE SAYS THAT THE SLBJECT ARTICLE H
WaS THE RESULT OF A™PRIVATE UETTER WRITTEN TO-. . -~ '
HIS PARENTS AND: NOT “INTENDED \FR DUBLICATION ﬁL7v~$
‘THOUGH THE STATEME TS IN: HIb LVTTER gRE ”IN SGME s

m 5 . . )

Sanm w yv
PAGE 3 YYKE

4 4) «y

3
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bt
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~PAG¢ 4 YYNA 4277 C o F31 D E NT IxA LMSPFLAI hXCLUuIUEaMﬂEO
TNSE, EXAGGERALED, THEY REFUECT SOME OFSTHE HARDSHIPS éx 5T
fF~?IEdCyD ON HILL 884S AND THE OThER*an SANH’ - &
COMBAT OUTPOSTS. 5 3
“Co IN DISCUSSING THE SUBJECT 4 LIhUTENANT Amwow EX~ :
FRESSED SURPRISE ANDY ALARM THaT ANY OF HIS Y &
STATEMENTS HAD 'BECOME PUBLIC XNOJWLEDGE, SINCE - )
“HE STATES THAT KIS WORDS WERE-WRITTEW N 4 HUMORQUS VET
WERE NOT INTENDED AS. COMPLAINTS, KE’ %?0#;5?5 Ly %
ACTIGNTO PREVENT REPETITIONOF SUCHAN “C“DENTs
D. LIEUTENANT AMMON:HAS A STRONG DFSERE T0 RE="
MATN WITH HIS CONMPABY AND DENIES ANY: WISﬂ TO BE e
TRANSFERRED. v . . ‘ : o EC
b, SPECIFIC COMMENTS RO : ‘ - e o
A, STATEMENT ¢ "HASNYT HAD A WH@”E LQT 0F5CHDw’ - co e
AND WENT TWO DAYS WITH OUT SUPPLIB.™ : ib S T
COMMENT ¢ “u : o ' ;
(i) HILL ®21S DID RUN OUT OF RATIONS ON 20
AND WAS NOT RESUPPLIED uszL 22 FEBRUARY aus
TO BaD WEATHER. :
(2 WITH IMPROVED WEATHER, RESUPPLY HaS STEA DlLY

CEPUAHY
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DE YYNA 4277 8828314~

n,'p \/ r‘- CCC b -\‘j
P 2203147 MAR 88 - ! o o
™ CG FMFPAC ' ; SO e

. TO WWAD/CME , g ‘;. T :

o : _ |
CONFIDEWNTI AL s&cxxow 1 OF z : ‘ o
SPECAT LXCLUSIVE FOR ~GEN CHAPMAN F“Oﬁ LTGEN VRULAKo
MARINE CORPS EYES ONLY
NEWS ARTICLE FROM czmczwwa;& ENQUIRER (U)

. CMC 16GE2RZ/MARSE (W) =~ © "
Bo CMC 1914472/MARSE . (U)@?‘%‘fﬂ@ I
t. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REFFRFM (A, TwE FOLLOW?

ING COMMENTS ARE- sUBﬂIrIEp CONCDQVINGYFUBJECT =
MRTICLE., e %».“"‘ .

26 CENVRAL CU¢ﬂENTS O

Ao THE MAJORITY OF LIEUTEN ANT JaMM ON® S - COﬁPLAINTs
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MORE OF THE SAME WON'T DO

In the Wake of the Tet Offensive A New Policy Is Needed

fter three years of gradual escalation, President Johnson’s
strategy for Vietnam has run into a dead end. Only the
chronic optimist can now see “the light at the end of the tun-
nel” that used to illuminate the rhetoric of the military brief-
ing officers. Only the deluded can console themselves with the
comforting feeling that suddenly the war will turn a corner
and the enemy will wither away. The Tet offensive—those
threc brutal weeks that may have been only the first part of
the Communists’ winter-spring campaign—has exposed the
utter inadequacy of the Administration’s war policy. A few
months ago General Westmoreland suggested that he might

be able to send some troops home “within two vears or less.” .

Toduay the enemy has the initiative throughout Vietnam.

As a consequence, the United States is seized by a crisis of
confidence, and the lacerating de-
bate about the whole Vietnam ques- B
tion has broken out again. Those
who supported the war—for what-
ever reasons—have had to re-exam-
ine their assumptions. They have
had to ask whether the political im-
peratives which seemed to justify-
the war are worth the savagery and
terror, the wholesale destruction
which mark the struggle. Those who
opposed the war can now find new
reasons to justify their criticism. But
this is small consolation, for even
the senators who attacked the Pres-
ident so fiercely last week feel frus-
trated and impotent to shape
events. And those who just went
along—as most people usually do—
are beset by a nagging uncertainty,
or at worst the feeling that they
have been misled by their leaders.

Though the Johnson Administra-
tion may not have misled the nation,
it has certainly miscalculated; and the extent of its miscalcu-
lation can be measured by the gap between what it hoped
to achieve and the situation that now prevails. The limited
boubing of North Vietnam—limited only in the most relative
sense—was launched to punish the enemy, slow down Hanoi’s
infiltration of the South, bend the will of the Communists so
that they would come to the negotiating table and bolster
the government of the south. ‘

Has the bombing succeeded? In 1965, when the U.S. bomb-

ing campaign over the North began, there were some
3,000 North Vietnamese soldiers in South Vietnam; now,
700,000 tons of TNT latér, there may be as many as 112,000,
As for the enemy’s will, the Tet offensive, brilliantly planned
and powerfully executed, is answer enough.

What of the escalation on the ground? By sending some
half a million Adnerican troops to Vietnam the Administration
hoped to crush the enemy’s main forces, root out the guerril-
las, scal the borders and secure the countryside. Today four
NVA divisions are ranged near the tortured Marine garrison
at Khe Sanh, security has broken down across the country,
the Viet Cong are again recruiting feverishly and American
casualties are sharply on the increase. ‘

Somehow, the political support which the U.S. has given to
the government of President Thieu and Vice President Ky
has not had the intended effect either. The two generals in
mufti have been unable to galvanize their troops or their
people and few indegd would be so rash as to predict that
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Westmoreland and Johnson

anything lasting can be built on their government. And what
of the rest of the free world—which has contributed so piti-
fully little to carrying on this war? America’s brave involve-

" ment was supposed to hearten and impress these free nations.

But with a few exceptions, they look upon the U.S.s plight
with a sad compassion. Many of them, indeed, can barely
conceal their moral revulsion at the sight of the world’s most
powerful nation locked in battle with a small and obscure state.

This is the dismal balance sheet at the moment. It can be
argued that it is too pessimistic an accounting; but the reports
of the Administration have always been too optimistic—a habit
that still persists. Even now, no one will officially admit the
one grim truth that recent events have underlined: the -war
cannot be won by military means without tearing apart the

whole fabric of national life and in-

ternational relations.

To accept this proposition might

spark the Administration into -
turning its creative political energies
to a new strategy. But the behavior
of the U.S. Government these past
- -few weeks has been curiously immo-
bile—as if it were literally trapped in

a series of dilemmas from which

there is no escape. Even the most

responsible critics of Mr. Johnson’s
strategy reflect this frustration.

Speaking last week, Theodore Sor-

ensen, once President Kennedy's

most intimate adviser, said:

“Our worldwide military primacy
cannot produce a victory and our
worldwide political primacy cannot
permit a withdrawal. We are unable
to transfer our will to the South
Vietnamese and unable to break the
will of the North Vietnamese. Any
serious escalation would risk Chi-

nese or Soviet intervention, and any serious negotiation would
risk a Communist South Vietnam.”

But there are no truly insoluble dilemmas in political af-
fairs. Choice, will, accident—all have a way of resolving the
unresolvable. Even now, an intensive and private official re-
examination of the American position is going on. Hopefully,
the analysis concerns itself with something more than military
questions. But even if those were the only ones—whether to
send 50,000 more troops to Vietnam or 206,000, whether to
pull back from the DMZ or try to mount an attack to the
north of the DMZ—the decisions to be made are momentous
enough. For whatever is decided is a step into the-unknown.
And in the past, the nation’s leaders have not been the
surest guides. : : )

The Administration has occasionally argued that a public
questioning of the conduct of the war plays into the hands of
the enemy. This may be. But the editors of NEwswgek be-
lieve that the United States is strong enough and healthy
enough to endure a public self-analysis, and that the stakes
are so great that every voice should be heard.

In the pages that follow, NEwSWEEK tries to assess the pres-
ent military and political situation—and offers some modest
and tentative proposals for a new course in Vietnam. To say
modest is not to be coy—nor ironic—but simply to suggest that
there are other ways to end this war than the one the U.S.
has been following. Indeed, simply to do more of the same
might lead to more of the same kind of failure.
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The Military Dilemma

The New Math of Escalation Adds Up to One-to-One

For a whole generation of Western mil-
itary strategists, the steamy jungles
of Asia have served as a classroom in the
new math of unconventional warfare. It
was there that they formulated a basic
tenet of counterinsurgency—which is that
the way to defeat an enemy who hits and
runs is to smother him with vastly supe-
rior numbers. The British were quick to
apply this lesson; in Malaya, they consist-
ently fielded eight of their troops for ev-
ery Communist insurgent—and still it took

them twelve years to finish the job. In .

South Vietnam, the U.S., which rejoices
in far more massive firepower than the
British possessed, has been content with
a2 more modest manpower ratio; U.S.
commanders have sought to maintain four-
to-one combat superiority. But in the aft-
ermath of the Communist Tet offensive,
that advantage has virtually vanished.
Today, for the first time in the war, the
U.8. and its allies face their enemy on a
one-to-one basis.

The reason for this dramatic shift in
the balance of forces is clear enough.
Recently, intelligence officials discovered
that there are now fourteen North Viet-
namese Army divisions operating in
South Vietnam-not nine as previously
reported. And to make matters worse,
the Viet Cong are recruiting at a furious
pace. As a result, military men in Saigon
have been forced to revise their estimate
of the enemy’s order of battle to include
a total of 235 maneuver battalions—
which is almost exactly the number of al-
lied battalions currently available for
combat. : ‘

Nowhere are the consequences of this
increase in enemy strength more visible
than at the beleaguered U.S. outpost of
Khe Sanh. By concentrating 15,000 of his
best troops in the razor-ridged mountains
that dominate the northwest corner of
South Vietnam, Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap,
North Vietnam’s brilliant Defense Minis-
ter, has effectively isolated the 5,000
U.S. marines who defend Khe Sanh—and
tied down close to 40,000 other U.S.
troops who are being held in reserve.
And the agony of Khe Sanh now stands
as an eloquent symbol of the whole U.S.
involvement in Vietnam. For from a small
initial commitment, the -U.S. investment
at Khe Sanh has grown in both man-
power and psychological significance to
such enormous proportions that today the
base can no longer be abandoned with-
out severe repercussions.

‘Accordion’: No one, of course, planned
it that way. Used as a U.S. Special Forces
camp as early as 1962, Khe Sanh origi-
nally appealed to U.S. commanders be-
cause it provided an ideal launching site
for secret long-range patrols against the
Ho Chi Minh Trail. But as infiltration
from North Vietnam mounted, so did the
pressure on the base. Concerned that
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the outpost might be overrun, Gen. Wil-
liam C. Westmoreland and Lt. Gen. Lewis
‘W. Walt, then the commander of the U.S.
Marine forces in Vietnam, visited the
area and together scratched the outlines
of a forward Marine operational base in
Khe Sanh’s red laterite dust. From that
time on, Marine units were phased in and
out of Khe Sanh in varying numbers de-
pending on the number of North Viet-
namese troops in the area. “We played it
like an accordion,” one U.S. general re-
called last week. So did the enemy.

Since late in January, when the North
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Vietnamese began their round-the-clock
shelling, the initiative at Khe Sanh has
slipped entirely into Giap’s hands. On an
average day, more than 100 rounds of
enemy rockets and mortars come crash-
ing into the base, taking a relentless toll
in casualties and frayed nerves. At the
appearance of an American aircraft—Khe
Sanh’s only lifeline to the outside world
—North Vietnamese gunners in the sur-
rounding hills hurl a blistering fusillade of
fire into the airstrip and its approaches.
Already, three U.S. fighter-bombers, two
transport planes and several helicopters
have been knocked out of the sky. Most
ominous of all, enemy soldiers are slowly
surrounding the base with a network
of trenches that run all the way from
their mountain redoubts down into the

3
4

narrow Khe Sanh plateau (page 38). *

Inevitably, many observers see a di-
rect parallel between Khe Sanh and
Dienbienphu, the famed French fortress
that Giap laid siege to fourteen years
ago this week. There are differences, of
course. While the base at Dienbienphu
sprawled over 17 square miles of valley,
Khe Sanh is squeezed into a tight perim-
eter barely 2 square miles in size. And
while the French outpost was totally iso-
lated from other friendly forces, Khe
Sanh can depend on artillery support
from nearby American bases. But the
similarities are even more compelling.
Like the French hefore them, the Amer-
icans at Khe Sanh are eager to lure the
enemy into the open where they can de-
stroy him with a massive hammer blow
of artillery and air strikes. And once
again, General Giap seems to be rising to
the challenge. Repeating his tactics of °
fourteen years ago, Giap has assembled
his forces with patient care. Indeed, U.S.
military experts concede that, if and
when the attack comes, Giap will be able
to unleash such hitherto unused weapons
as .37-mm. anti-aircraft guns, heat-seek-
ing “Red-Eye” ground-to-air missiles,
long-range artillery—and perhaps even
Soviet-made Beagle bombers and MIG
fighters stationed at bases in North
Vietnam.

Confident: But if Giap can muster
greater material resources than he did
in 1954, allied firepower has increased
even more dramatically. Since the be-
ginning of the year, B-52s and tactical
fighter-bombers have dumped 50,000
tons of bombs and napalm on suspected
North Vietnamese positions around Khe
Sanh. So confident are the marines of the
ready availability of air and artillery sup-
port, in fact, that they have neglected to
build adequate concrete bunkers and in-
terlocking trenches at Khe Sanh. “It is
not in the Marine Corps tradition to dig,”
Lt. Gen. Robert E. Cushman Jr., cur-
rently the top marine in Vietnam, once
explained. And this attitude is shared by
many less exalted Marine officers, some
of whom have not even bothered to read
up on the battle of Dienbienphu. (Not
long ago, Col. David E. Lownds, the mus-
tached commander of Khe Sanh, over-
heard a correspondent discussing Com-
munist trenching tactics at Dienbienphu.
“Oh,” said Lownds, “is that how they
launched their first attack?”)

Though some well-informed U.S. offi-
cials—including U.S. Ambassador FElls-
worth Bunker—privately question the
wisdom of holding Khe Sanh, most mili-
tary men argue that thé’base serves an
important strategic function. “If you give
up Khe Sanh,” declares one general, “you
are surrendering the western anchor of
our defense line. The enemy could then
turn our flank and two or three provinces
would be in serious jeopardy.” Perhaps
an even more compelling reason for stay-
ing in Khe Sanh, however, is the fact
that the marines there would be hard
put to make an orderly withdrawal now.
To the east, Route 9 has been cut by the

Newsweek

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

North Vietnamese who have prepaved
scores of ambush sites. And military plan-
ners estimate that a westward retreat in-
to Laos would result in the destruction of
at least one of the five Marine battalions
based at Khe Sanh.

Microcosm: Though the U.S. dilemma
at Khe Sanh is particularly acute, it is not
unique. In one sense, in fact, it simply
reflects in microcosm the entire U.S.
military position in Vietnam. For after
three years of fighting an aggressive,
hard-hitting war, U.S. commanders have
abruptly found. themselves on the de-
fensive everywhere. The extent to which
this is true was inadvertently made plain
last week by General Westmoreland
when he informed the Pentagon that he
had changed his mind and no longer be-
lieved that the North Vietnamese will
seek to overrun Khe Sanh. Instead, said
Westmoreland, he had concluded that
the most probable target of the next big
enemy assault would be the already-
shattered city of Hué. )

The truth, of course, is that neither
Westmoreland nor anyone else can be
certain about the enemy’s intentions. In
the five northern provinces of I Corps,
for example, U.S. intelligence officials
have predicted enemy attacks against
such widely separated cities as Hué,
Quang Tri and Da Nang. But with more
than seven North Vietnamese divisions
operating in the area, U.S. troops—weary
from weeks of continuous fighting, sud-
den deployment and daily shellings—can
do little more than protect their bases
and keep their supply lines open. -

For all his preoccupation with T Corps,
moreover, Westmoreland cannot over-
look the possibility that the enemy may
choose to launch his next major strike not
against some northem target but against
Saigon itself. Currently, no fewer than
21 Viet Cong main-force battalions are
poised in a ring around the capital and
North Vietnam’s Seventh Division is only
two nights’ march away. Says one sea-
soned observer: “If the enemy can force
the government to flee the capital and
make the United States do a Budapest in
reverse to get them out, they will have
won the war.” -

Reserve: The most chilling prospect of
all is that the Communists may try to
launch simultaneous attacks in both I
Corps and Saigon. Officially, this is re-
jected as a serious possibility by most
U.S. strategists. Said a senior spokesman
for the U.S, command: “I don’t believe
the enemy has any great capability to
resume offensive operations in the near
future.” Perhaps. But the fact remained
that, in their Tet offcnsive, the Commu-
nists used no more than one-half of their
available manpower and they are still
credited with having more than 190,000
troops in reserve.

In view of all this, most observers
were somewhat mystified last week
when the U.S. command leaked word
that it was considering going on the of-
fensive. Obviously, no military man in a
position to know was prepared to spell
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where Westmoreland

out what Westmoreland had in mind.
But the speculation was that the general
might be tempted to try a relatively cau-
tious thrust at the enemy in order to re-
gain the psychological advantage. Such
a move could take the form of reopening
Route 9. “If we want to,” said a high-
ranking general, “it would take aboul
3,000 troops to open the road for truck
convoys to Khe Sanh. There are enemy
troops around there, but I know we
could do it.”

What remained unclear, however, was
would get the
troops for any major offensive. Though
he has committed the entire First Cav-
alry Division (Airmobile) and most of
the 101st Airborne Division to I Corps,
both are assigned to stand by as a ready
reaction force in the event the Commu-
nists attack Khe Sanh. And even the
recent arrival of major portions of two
more_divisions has not been, enough to

“free U.S. units for sustained-‘operations.

No one is more painfully aware of how

- thinly stretched U.S. farces have become

Viet Cong soldiers transporting ammunition: No offensive capacity?

than Westmoreland himself. Reportedly,
he would probably like to see the cur-
rent 525,000 manpower ceiling in Viet-
nam raised by a staggering 206,000
troops. But he is unlikely to get any fur-
ther reinforcements at all until President
Johnson absorbs an exhaustive appraisal
of the military situation prepared for him
by Gen. Earle G. Wheeler, the chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Recently back from Vietnam, Wheeler
has put together a half-inch-thick docu-
ment outlining the various options now
open to the Administration. Wheeler's
minimum recommendation reportedly
calls for a relatively modest increase in
U.S. strength (about 50,000 troops) de-
signed to blunt the enemy’s current of-
fensive. His maximum recommendation
apparently will be a plan for a major
“victory” campaign which would require

250,000 additional troops and a $6 billion

to $10 billion increase in the Vietnam

THE WAR IN VIETNAM

war budget. The one option which will
not be offered to Mr. Johnson is doing
nothing. “The President,” said one plan-
ner, “will have to do something just to
prevent the situation from deteriorating.”

Flaws: Clearly, the wvery fact that
there is a need for such an exhaustive
reappraisal at this late date indicates that
U.S. strategy in Vietnam up to this point
has heen a failure. Indeed, in retrospect
it now appears that American planning
was Hawed from the outset in several
important respects. From the spring of
1965, when U.S. troops were ordered in-
to combat for the first time, the war has
been progressively “Americanized” to
the point where today the Saigon gov-
ernment and its army sometimes seem
almost like supernumeraries. Moreover,
it is now clear that by concentrating on
large-scale search-and-destroy missions
in the sparsely inhabited interior of

South Vietnam, the U.S. command ren-

dered itself unable to provide adequate

security along the populated coast.
Unquestionably, however, the major

Interfoto MTI

cause of the present U.S. military dilem-
ma in Vietnam has been the Administra-
tiow’s continuing faith in the efficacy of
escalation. Time after time, Washington
has increased the level of the U.S. com-
mitment in Vietnam, each time in the be-
lief that by so doing it could inflict an
unacceptable degree of pain on the ene-
my and thus force Hanoi to come to
terms. But each time Hanoi, which can
draw on a well-trained army of 440,000
men as well as on the troops the Viet
Cong constantly recruit in South Viet-
nam, has been able to match the in-
creased U.S. effort. And it seems likely
that this will continue to be true for the
foreseeable future. Accordingly, unless it
is prepared to indulge in the ultimate,
horrifying escalation—the use of nuclear
weapons—it now appears that the U.5.
must accept the fact that it will never be
able to achieve decisive military superi-
ority in Vietnam.
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FEARLESS: Hugging the floor of their
trench during a Communist artillery bar-
rage, the young marines on the opposite
page dramatically exemplify the grim reali-
ties of life at Xhe Sanh. Sadly, this photo-
graph, and the pictures on the seven pages
that follow it, seem likely to prove the final
heritage of Robert Ellison, a 23-year-old
free-lance photographer. Ellison was re-
turning to Khe Sanh last week after a brief
respite from the battle when his plane was
hit by enemy ground fire and crashed in
Hames bevond the Marine lines; Ellison and

the other 48 men aboard it are missing and
presumably dead.

Robert Ellison was surprisingly experi-
enced for a man so young. His photographs
of racial violence in Selna, Ala., appeared
in national magazines even before he left
the University of Florida in 1966, A News-
WEEK correspondent reminisced last week:
“Bob Elison had the sixth sense of a great
photographer for the most telling picture.
He was absolutely fearless, but I never once
heard him talk about his war experiences.
Bob let his pictures speak for themselves.”

The Dusty Agony of Khe Sanh_

‘What’s There to Panic About? We're Here to Stay

War as the strategist sees it and war as
it appears to the foot soldier are vastly
different things. Last week, after a visit to
the U.S. Marine base at Khe Sanh, News-
week's Merton Perry cabled the following
report:

he North Vietnamese are busy all

around Khe Sanh. Borrowing from
their own military history, they have be-
gun to dig trenches that zigzag up to
within a hundred yards of the Marine
lines. So far, there are only a few
trenches—nothing like the intricate, spi-
dery maze dug by the Viet Minh at Dien-
bienphu—but the marines suspect that
the Communists have also started to tun-
nel down toward the base from the back
slopes of the ridges that surround the
Khe Sanh plateau. “These people are
moles,” declared Capt. Jack Egger, 28,
of Columbus, Ohio, commander of a Ma-
rine company on the camp’s northern
perimeter.

No one knows just how many “moles”
are actually outside—or worse yet, under
—~Khe Sanh. Higher headquarters says
there are two North Vietnamese Army
divisions in the immediate vicinity, but
few of the enemy troops have heen seen
from inside the camp. From beyond the
perimeter, an occasional sniper plinks
away at the marines, and there have
been five or six battalion-size probes
against the defenses. The preatest dan-
ger, however, comes from the daily har-
rage by NVA mortars, rockets and artil-
lery pieces, some of them dug in under
the jungle canopy miles away from the
base. The constant shelling is not enough
to destroy the camp, but it is enough to
make the men whe live there wonder
constantly about what is coming next.
And the wonder and the waiting inevita-
bly tauten the nerves of the 5,000 ma-
rines who crouch inside Khe Sanh.

Even though Marine morale is high,
Khe Sanh is physically and emotionally
a miserable place, a noisy, dusty, dan-
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gerous hell. The men who live there have
a special gait known as the “Khe Sanh
double step”—a crouching walk accom-
panied by a constant swiveling of the
head. The point of the Khe Sanh double
step is to make sure that there is always
a hole within easy reach.

Red laterite dust clogs everything at
Khe Sanh—vour eyes, your ears, your
throat. A jeep drives by and the red dust
settles on you like taleum powder, mak-
ing you gag and choke. The longer vou
stay in Xhe Sanh, the redder you get. A
Khe Sanh veteran has red hair, red
hands and feet and red clothes; when
he blows his nose, his handkerchief is
stained red. b

Rats infest the camp. One marine
walked past me with an armload of huge
traps. “If these dont work,” he said,
“we’'ve got this"—he held up a bottle of
rat poison—“and if that don’t work I got a
45 pistol, and as a last resort we use
hand grenades on them,”

Napaim: Now that the weather is
clearing, jet fighter-bombers roar over-
head most of the day, plastering the
ridges with napalm that burns' off the
scrub, trees and elephant grass where
the NVA are dug in. But somehow the
enemy troops seem to survive, and dur-
ing the day they can be seen moving
through their trenches. For weeks, one
North Vietnamese, armed with a .50-
caliber machine gun and known to the
marines as “Luke the Gook,” has been
ripping off his deadly bursts at low-flying
aircraft from a foxhole barely 100 yards
outside the lines. No amount of napalm
has been able to burn Luke out.

Several times a day, the ground trem-
bles with B-52 strikes that hit within a
mile or two of the camp. During the day-
light hours, helicopters flutter in, kicking
up massive new waves of the devil dust.
Almost every one of them takes out
wounded men. The attrition among the
marines is not as high now as in weeks
past, but there is still a steady trickle of

casualties. The men who remain behind®.
live much like their enemies, the moles.
Most hunker down in sandbagged bunk-
ers connected by a trenchline that runs
around the camp. Beyond the trench,
concertina barbed wire les in tangled
coils, supplemented by a new type of
German “razor” wire. The prickly strands
are studded with explosive charges and
Claymore mines—a deadly obstacle
cowrse through which the enemy will
have to advance if he wants to get inside
the camp.

Cold Nights: Along the perimeter, the
men sleep in shifis, napping between
watches. The nights are cold—when it is
really chill, the men say “the hawk is
out’—and no one has had a freshly
cooked meal since the siege began on
Jan. 21. The best meals available are
C-rations: slimy chunks of franks and
beans or turkey loaf cooked over heat
pellets. They are not very good—and the
coffee fortitied with ascorbic acid (for
Vitamin C) is even worse.

The 40 Seabees assigned to Khe Sanh
are a little better off than the marines.
Trained for engineering jobs, the Sea-
bees have worked longer and more skill-
fully on their bunkers, and one of their
dwellings, an elaborate fortification
dubbed the Alamo Hilton, tas timbers
and sandbags 6 feet thick overhead. It
is the safest place in Xhe Sanh and not
surprisingly has become the wunofficial
press headquarters. The grateful journal-
ists import beer and whisky for the Sea-
bees, which does not sit at all well with
the marines. “The Seabees have got more
beer than we have water,” gripes a leath-
ermneck. The Seabees are not embar-
rassed, however. Says one sailor: “Be-
fore the siege began, marines sat on
their tails when they should have been
digging. They worked 9 to 4, knocked
off and went to their beer hall. Charlie
[the NVA] missed his golden opportunity
~maybe many golden opportunities—by
not attacking right away. Perhaps now
the marines are dug in well enough.”
And perhaps they are not. Digging in is
not the Marine way of war,

Most of the marines are pretty tough
costomers, and so far there have been
only a few cases of men going around
the bend. During my visit, an NVA shell

Newsweek, March 18, 1968
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Photographed for Newsweek by Robert J. Ellison (Empire News-Black Star)
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DIRECT HIT: As an enemy shell roars inte an ammunition
dump, marines dodge exploding rounds, while others (below)
frantically search for burning debris among ammunition cases.

DOWNED HELICOPTER: Hit by ground fire, a
chopper (far left) crashes inside the camp. Medi-
cal corpsmen (left) try desperately to save a life.
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TENSE INTERLUDE: During a brief lull, faces of Khe Sanh’s defenders reflect strains of the siege.

|
|
1

UNDER FIRE: With enemy shells whistling overhead,

marines crouch in trenches. A corpsman (left) adminis-
ters an injection to badly wounded South Vietnamese.
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INCOMING AND OUTGOING: Marine shields a wounded comrade from enemy mortar barrage.
) The vast sea of shell casings (below) testifies to the volume

of artillery fire hurled back at enemy.
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LIFELINE: Parachutes drop critically needed

food and weapons to sandbag-protected base.

MERCY MISSION: A South Vietnamese sol-
dier carries wounded buddy back from: patrol.
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landed in a foxhole, killing five marines;
the sole survivor was not even scratched,

but after brooding all night, the young .

marine tricd to make a desperate one-
man assault out through the perimeter.
He had to be knocked down and carried
back. Another marine was killed when
he opened a latrine door and set off a
grenade that had been attached to it as
a booby-trap. “It was either a crazy ma-
rine who did it,” cxplained a marine
noncom, “or the gooks have got a tunnel
in here.”

Barbecue: Despite their isolation the
vast majority of the marines at Khe Sanh
—from the lowliest, tiredest grunt on up
to Col. David Lownds, the camp’s 47-
vear-old commander—remain totally con-
fident. A major factor behind this opti-
mism is the awesome firepower of the
U.S. forces. I saw this demonstrated in a
sector of the perimeter defended by
South Vietnamese rangers. The Amer-
ican adviser to the South Vietnamese,
Capt. Walter Gunn, 31, of Columbus,
Ga., ordered an air strike on the enemy
trenches. His radioman, Pfc. John Bule-
son, 22, of Chicago, called higher head-
quarters and announced: “Captain Gunn
wants a barbecue.” A while later, when
the napalm splashed in on the NVA po-
sitions, Captain Gunn remarked to no one
in particular, “I don’t care what they say
back in the States, I say God bless Dow
Chemical.”

So confident is Khe Sanh’s garrison, in

fact, that many of its members would al--

most welcome an all-out enemy assault.
“I wish they would come in now,” says
Pfc. Charles Hughes, 20, of Chattanooga.
“We'll kick them around a little, no ques-
tion about that.” The marines feel sure
that the U.S. air and artillery attacks
have damaged the enemy. “You can still
see them out there,” says Gunnery Sgt.
Freddie J. Morris, 36, of Thomaston, Ga.
“But not like we used to. They’ve had
the hurt put on them some.”

Optimist: Colonel Lownds, a 20-year
Marine veteran who has raised an up-
swept  British-style military mustache

since taking over the Khe Sanh com-,

mand, answers questions with firm, blunt
optimism. Isn’t it possible that the North
Victnamese could keep him pinned dewn
with only a token force, diverting major
units to a big attack on important north-
ern cities, like Quang Tri, Hué or Da
Nang? “I don’t think so,” he responds.
“I’s almost inconceivable to me that we
won't get hit.” Could the marines fight
their way out of Khe Sanh on the ground
if thev had to? “I don’t even think about
that,” replies Lownds. “My mission is to
stay here, damn it, and we're going to
stuy here.” .

Lownds, in short, is certain that the
North Vietnamese will try to overrun
Khe Sanh sooner or later. “It’s only a
question of how much Giap is willing to
lose,” he says. “I would hope it would
cost him 40,000 or 50,000 men, maybe
more. What's there to panic about? We're
here to stay. That’s our job, that’s what
we get paid for.”

Newsweek, March 18, 1968

THE WAR IN VIETNAM

The Political Morass
Missed Opportunities, Corruption, and a L’ack‘of Will

“In the final analysis, it is their war.
They are the ones who have to win it or
lose it. We can help them ... but they
have to win it, the people of Vietnam.”

In the four and a half yecars since Presi-

dent Kennedy spoke those words, the
crucial role of the people of South Viet-
nam in the battle for their country has
been largely overshadowed by a gigantic
American presence. But in a broad sensc
Kennedy’s point is as valid today as it
was in 1963. Even if the United States
were to win a clear-cut military victory
in South Vietnam—a prospect that now
scems remote indeed—it would be a hol-
low and ephemeral triumph unless the
people of South Vietnam demonstrated
the will and ability to govern themselves
effectively. :

At the moment, there is scant cause
for optimism on this score. From top to
bottom, the government of South Viet-
nam is torn by bitter rivalries. Its titular

chief, President Nguyen Van Thieu, a

cautious, colorless man, presides over an
administration that is not really his own.
All the important officials—the only ones
with authority—owe allegiance to Vice
President Nguyen Cao Ky. For although
Ky came out second best in last year’s
struggle for the Presidency, his forceful
personality still enables him to look and
act like a winner. One veteran observer
of the South Vietnamese political scene
likens Ky to whisky and Thieu to water:
“Either vou like whisky or you don’t
touch the stuff,” he says, “but water is
tasteless.” :
The antagonism hetween Thieu and
Ky, moreover, is only one of the myriad
feuds that tend to stifle any attempt at
effective administration. Recently, in the
wake of the Viet Cong’s Tet offensive,
neighborhood groups in Saigon and other

Fang

cities formed vigilante organizations to
defend themselves against future raids.
But this promising development has been
thwarted by the deep-rooted antipathy
between native South Vietnamese and
immigrants from the north. Premier
Nguyen Van Loc, a southerner, refuses
to arm northern-born vigilantes, while
the army, which is controlled by north-
erners, denjes arms to southern groups.

The whole story of South Vietnam
since the Tet offensive, in fact, has been
one of missed opportunities. If ever the
leaders of South Vietnamese society
might have been expected to bury their
differences and rally to the common
cause, this was the time. Instead, South
Vietnam’s generals used the occasion to
make a bid for something like a return to
military rule. With martial law in force,
more than 50 opposition politicians were
taken into custody and held without for-
mal charges.

Negative: Reasonably enough, the
members of South Vietnam’s Parliament
have sought to combat this semi-coup.
Last week, echoing a previous vote by
the Housc of Representatives, the Saigon
Senate refused to grant the Thieu regime
emergency economic powers. And at the
same time, a group of House members
was circulating a petition which, in ef-
fect, called for a vote of no confidence
in Premier Loc and his Cabinet. All this,
however, was less a matter of deep-
rooted concern for democratic proce-
dures than politicking on the brink of
disaster. Throughout the recent crisis,
South Vietnam’s legislators have played
a purely negative role, offering neither
a constructive alternative to the govern-
ment nor a rallying point for the people.

Such internecine bickering results in
staggering inefficiency in even the sim-
plest governmental functions. A Filipino

Newsweek—Manh Chuan

Ky, Thieu and Bunker: Stuck with a sacred cow
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technician who works for a U.S. construc-
tion firm recently had to wait two months
for an extension of his residence visa; the
buck had been passed all the way up to
Interior Minister Linh Quang Vien. Simi-
larly, Vietnamese industrialists whose
factories were damaged in the Tet fight-
ing are still awaiting word from the Eco-

nomics Minister as to whether they.

should keep the plants closed or expect
government help in reopening them.
Given this lack of leadership, it is scarce-
ly surprising that ordinary Vietnamese so
often resort to a process known as xoai-xo
—literally, “turn around and pick up
what suits me.”

Back in Business: Even more debilitat-
ing than the government’s ineptitude is
its corruption. A report recently leaked
to the press by a U.S. official in Saigon
asserts that “corruption is permeating all
echelons of government and society.” In
fact, the report went on, most Vietnam-
ese officials are so compromised that they
are in no position even to attempt re-
forms. Nor has any of this changed in the
aftermath of the Tet offensive; Saigon’s
black market reopened last week with
business as usual for scllers of stolen or
misappropriated U.S. goods.

Between them, in fact, inefficiency
and corruption render most organs of
state power in South Vietnam painfully
ineffective. A striking case in point is the
Army of the Republic of Vietnam
(ARVN). American officers maintain that
the ARVN fought well during the New
Year battles, and this apparently was
true in many, if not all, cases. But that
was a matter of sell-defense. In the post-
Tet effort to clear the Communists out of
the cities, South Vietmam Army units
have frequently displayed a distinct lack
of aggressiveness.

If the Saigon government cannot main-
tain itself militarily, neither can’it ad-
minister. Its most notorious failure has
been in the care of war refugees. Ameri-
can officials were pleased that the refu-
gee program did not collapse altogether
under the pressure of the Tet offensive,
but the fact is that the food and housing
furnished to victims of the war were a
scandal even before the attacks began
and remain so today. And even lesser ad-
ministrative challenges are not adequate-
ly met. In Saigon, municipal services
such as garbage collection and electrical
power were poor before the offensive be-
gan and now they are worse. .

Rural Woes: 1ll-run as the cities may
be, the countryside fares even worse.
Land reform, a vital element in any effort
to win the loyalty of the peasantry, has
not bheen tackled seriously. In fact, a re-
port compiled for a subcommittee of the
U.S. House of Representatives charged
that “virtually all land reform ceased in
1961, and the major new development
in the law has been one prescribing in
effect ‘negative land reform’ or the re-
turn of the landlords to their former posi-
tions in areas that have been resecured.”

More important yet, the immediate
and overriding problem of assuring the

38

Black market: Business as usual

physical security of the rural population
has not been met. Everywhere there is
fear that if the Viet Cong strike again, the
government will not be able to protect
the farms, villages and towns. In the Me-
kong Delta, fear of fresh Communist at-
tacks has created a bull market in empty
sandbags for home fortification. Once
the sandbags were free to anyone who
wanted them, but now in the delta’s
largest city, Can Tho, they are selling for
about 10 cents each.

Much of the present fear in the coun-
tryside, of course, stems from the Tet of-
fensive. When the Communists struck,
nearly half of the government’s armed,
59-man pacification teams were pulled
out of their hamlets to help defend the
cities. Their withdrawal marked a psy-
chological defeat of major proportion for
Saigon, for the peasants had been prom-
ised that the government would not
abandon them under any circumstances.
And.apparently it will be some time be-
fore the Saigon regime even attempts to

o fETRR,

UPL

ARVN troops: How aggressive?

reassert its authority in many rural areas;
last week U.S. officials admitted that 229
of the 550 pacification teams still had
not returned to their posts.

The Tet offensive cannot be blamed
for all of Saigon’s failures .in the rural
areas, however; the pacification program
was going badly even before the Com-
munists launched their attacks. Last fall,
for example, fewer than one South Viet-
namese hamlet in six was officially con-
sidered secure, and that estimate was
probably overoptimistic. Even in many
villages where the pacification program
had supposedly been completed, there
were no indigenous self-defense teams—
local militia which many observers con-
sider vital to the permanent success of
the program. :

- No Identity: . Under such circum-
stances, it is not strange that relatively

-few South Vietnamese appear to feel

strong loyalty to the Saigon government.
In the absence of public-opinion polls
and meaningful elections, it is impossible
to be certain of course just where the
sympathies of the people of South Viet-
nam do lie. But NEwsweEK’s Francois
Sully, a twenty-year resident of Viet-
nam, offers an estimate shared by many
other observers. “Perhaps 20 per cent of
the people—the hard-core anti-Commu-
nists—strongly identify with Saigon,” says
Sully. “A somewhat smaller percentage
is devoted to Ho Chi Minh. But the
great majority of South Vietnamese have
no particular commitment to either side.
Their attitude is summed up in a common
Vietnamese saying: ‘I am merely trying
to make a living".”

That this is, in fact, the attitude of the
majority of South Vietnamese was strong-
ly suggested by their failure to alert U.S.
or government officials to Communist
preparations for the Tet offensive. “The
people do not identify with the Saigon
government,” said one American general
then. “They don’t want to become in-
volved. Their attitude is: “Why bother to
tell the government or the Americans
about the Viet Cong; the government
does nothing for our hamlet” This ex-
plains why so few bothered to warn the
authorities about the Viet Cong moves.”

No Cause: The central problem pla-
guing the Saigon government, according
to a U.S. psychological-warfare expert, is
that it “has no cause it can express in
terms that mean anything to its own
peasantry.” But unfortunately, however
alien it may be to the South. Vietnamese
themselves, the Saigon government has
come to have immense political and psy-
chological importance for the United
States. In their commitment to constitu-
tional democracy and their efforts to es-
tablish it in South Vietnam, American
officials have, in effect, converted the
Saigon government into a sacred cow. If
it will not get off the road to allow the
traffic through, all the Americans can do
is plead and cajole. They cannot, by the
rules they themselves have established,
force the government of South Vietnam
to do anything—even to govern well.

Newsweek
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U THE JOINT CHIEFS OF SYARF- -~ © "
g WASHINGTON, D.£.'2030 o

e

"+ " Ddar Mr. Saylor:

Go. o With reference to your 4 March 1968 letter concerning the
Do Y current situation at 'Ifhe Sanh, there are.several points which
- I woald like to address, ' o

Sh0 T The figure of 50,000 NVA which vou atiribute to the nows media
‘ 1 incorrect. Until quite recently, we estimated that there were
‘~~'-'*,'<‘f"‘03”x’\c 13,000 to 20, 009 Noxth Vietnamese troops at the most in the
it / of Khe Sanh. Gver the last séveral wecks ;- however, even e

‘
v
v
13

. thir o ctime f.e har' been reduced significantly. As a matter of ‘

‘ ...,c*_;,- he 50, 000 figure cxcceds the total number of NVA troops
.eo owhich are es tvrn:xted to be in the whole of the I Corps tactical zone
e (the e northern provinces of South Vietnam). '

o

ntacreasing attention which has recently heon focused on
e "anh has lead to many comparisens betweon Khe Sanh and

Dirn Bien Phu, While there admittedly are similarities between
the 1atior. at Khe Sanh and that which exisied at-Dien Bicn Ph

cita
12954, there are also major differcnces between the two.” Lbose

173 prirarily in the vastly superior ai® and artillery support and air -
. Te ’J‘C’.‘_‘)'l capability which are available, and arc being provided, to
“our forces at Khe Sanh; and in the large numbers of US operational R
- combat forces in close proximity to Khe Sanh'which can reinforce L P
.(51‘* :‘ .!..eve the base on very short notice. These key combat elements - o
AVIV RN ‘;mt[awai]ablo'i‘n adequate amounts to the garrison at Dicn Dica LT

There is no doubt that Khe Sanh iz a dangerous place; however,
‘ mov, c*her rvwa of South Victnarh are equally dangerous. In fact,
theo . are seme areas which, in'my judgment, offer greater risks

o than _"Zh‘e',-Sanh.' The. casualties at Ithe Sanh are of great concern S
0471l of us;, and I ce*wav'nl‘y-d‘o not in any way minimize the sericus- . - c
: - neus-and the tragedy of these losscs. However cqual]yiﬂﬂe B
‘ kY " - : ' <\ ‘, .

Y
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is the loss of cvery f*mvle Us: scldier, ‘sailor, wnarine, and airman

i, ne matter svheve he isekilled.

Fl

ey o ss o ayvetal ocaa /
I Soriney ol Sl ﬂu'ﬁ
They suppori Goncuel T/'c's;‘; worelan
Monie can and uh;}ck“ 2 held, | Fusthormiorc
the o uitien v Ihe Sanl <
SELER ,.f'ol': g bb assu
long as a thrent exisgis in that } '
May I« this opportunity to exprass my 1“Jpreci:t§:ioh for the
* owhiza yon hawe consis? Ln»lj given Jne Adwinistrition and
axy lcaders of ihis cow try inmatters concerning Vietnam,
. ‘ “ v*:—
Sincerely, ‘
v-.EARLEG,- ’;’;’HEELER Coe
Chairman
Joint Chiefc of Staff .
s v ] -
W Ylanneahle S : . : :
John v, Sayiae
Fouss &f Representatives
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ir wvalted States Harines heve. (%t Khe Sanh)
;:orrie ~about their ca Oaczt’gfifv:"ff-uzh;

ommunist firaspower and for maintaining unaz"
su.pl;gs'jn the. miountain aatpe t.

\,/

Lot L s Tne darine Corps is fully cenficent of its ebility
te ¢.. cter commucist Tivepower anu pmatatain an appropriato
Teve, of sunely at £he Sanh.

At the svesent time, the {he Sann
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-
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3

In regard to our ability to maintain.an au. st

\—-«»’,, e -

Yavel of #udr1y -~ Lhere has never been un? SHUTTUY e »uwbat

ecﬁﬁu.-“T“nﬁﬁC1 T JTLCiwdC the ao1i:my of the Harines .
at ¥ine Saph to ¢ vov their mission. Although the asousz
of & upition, fﬂ;. Joow supplies beivg d:ﬁifevgu to Khe Sanh

2% it ;vt:?iewv'reun for
jous Tost the s p@}v 31t ation

arings arc ot
enemy shetl. e
at khe Sanh is

DECLASSIFIED

cag. ey is cla ~2 snformation, i%.is fate

thas Lueing the R of r“b¥ua s )b, 13 pounds of mail ware
de. oreds P 7o 920 pounds of aailc
dei .ered duying 0 Tivst seve f yuooafolarch.  Uhew G0
“is daﬂn ' R ¢ swpunition recaves
~h‘nhe? transpy bnrf,éagx waily and thot

=Rt

teresting to note




DECLASSIFIED

TF
o
g
.
ol 3}
P R
o e e ]
&2 . Iy 19
3 e Lo Doy gt
H B
e IR SV
PN 8. 0 e
fieg [IECIRMNR S &

5 net 343 3
= o

LIS & T 1 Y 54

The )
Yo v e R

3 e

"

[
£ %2
.L‘
[
R 4
[N
24 BRLA
I
1
$2-00
1..J m‘
P )
S
"y
Vel

.
i
a0 bis R 4
B I =
W= 3 AS
TOES pen Q) R
LE &0 €32 A
e rig, R o SR T
R AR &) ey 3
Ty oW pe] SAYY e
| . et K
H i
W o
N v
i
¥y
et
b
byt
e
R e 127
Tl Mee g2 oAl
3 e, W o2
P
4 Lo
Ba L2 O IO
30 Jiand = )
fay W A0 -
[ oepm T0OEX G)
2R3 Ly a3 2
e B ST () e
_ L Ea ) e
[ I Ru i
i e L3
[ S ]
“*x L2 )
g N & R 4
e S g
P
“
M :
)
T.w
(424
sudl
i of
s lalhed
LN
-~
o
=,

3 <

oy

i
.

:
]

o
L

g

R
HASR]

>
la 3 ye
1 -
W i
* o
i - .
\ =Y
1=
D
i
i
sy i o s S
. '
B .
fa] N
is
Ve
i
. 7 .
‘.
.
D e v o e e e —— e o~ e e i ¢ a i i A e

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

e
o~

Al

s

PR

e S
‘?;, RS5O
v
AN ) ' ] .
in regard to the bunkers at Khe Sanma, it sloeunld
ba Loted ¢aal thcj are constructed of Timbers .covercd Uith
sandage 2ad-earth. Durin"'daﬂuarj and. Fabruapry 1963, =
tovel oF Td4 saort tons a: Aﬁ*iff,ﬁﬁtlﬂﬂwhaﬁ“rf&3 was- air-
TiTwed ts:f&&?im““r, T'am o v:“u;;”wuuouaiﬁ is bess
atooesued Lo by the Tact tha aarch (1963, coabat.
bas: recusved 177 vounds of dilery rock;“ d mortey
firs anc yeti sustained no g, '
ALLEGATIC:  aeiiucad sources ropert tiat aowhicra i the
; Fonvaren®s wide inventory of bunlevine and
doefuengd ystzas s gaythin Fhivian
i 2. <
H i
d,

tarutnﬂ
POl and

aam aved a‘ﬁewy

o

s
=% U“
[y~

: sartiy oSeing

, B i RICES re w0t pad
a2 0 or -in the i ¥ ryicas, Ta=z

Fiald nanual 515 {tacineny's ‘e e -and Lonmistical

insg tie technical dfuformaitivn veouivod to constracu
ns. that will withstand e 'inpact ol any known
panition. U.5. Army Field MHanual 3-13 (Fi@hd

? : i is

£
;1;—:.
ot
pev

. ]
ons) furnishes ad*"ti
in fernat1ow contain
the constructics o

oS area.

2 (D O et O

-

e
byl

o

Only three spall bunkers have been mad
to the dpxzine medical unit, twoe of which
2 total of AU Bolirr—uaded. & third ..
The American dostors are currnwLZ ass
seriously wound.s will be haiaccﬂtcr
but already ssvicus probleus arve ar%s oo
getting i he hellc ers “asaiy on the groun
loadvng £he iitza :

DECLASSIFIED

[ SR R




DECLASSIFIED

H1G-dnw

- <3
] B w2 i
ey Pyl o =
b e ] Rl
L gL B st Y SR
S (2 [#) R
L) apm T e - e
it IS S ol T nd
w\-..mn 2aRs
EEE R BRI
&5 S u 3
Ja SRSV S o Vo
[ R D 3
= AR SN & i)
R BTN B It I
[ BN Mo B vl (el ]
Ty ad O a2 I e
FSN o < O b
) Chp= 0 T
w3 an pad 3
o Oy 43 1S By (8]
3 D - [ R
AN I I S P SRS
e R o€y D3 (D20

d
¢

0
-

w o f
T Doy wre o
wo 3 D -
[ I A S A
Smrrmoe S W G O 2
43 g FYOEY spen 1z
e s, T a4
I

=]

Y Y K4 13 ape
oy ~ B 34
5 N TIRLS S Lo
a7 A RIS A
e bl 63 03 b g
- - ey Ta R
B4 SS EL 0y ad e
el o 35 ) S fe

S L s Y

The

carsonnel
e

) Tu_ -3
o =)
48 43

2.0 vy

[APIEN S

s i

. "

o

Mnm

4]
o
Q

%
ty an

3
23

ovind
e X e Q) v 53
£ TTLLY T oyt . age
[AVI SN L - o iz
MR S N Son .
A e 3 [T (8]
EE BRI £
e WS QRS e 3 o
(e 052 TS 0] peed =) e 3.
(et EC B 4 Lun ) ERe1 o
. BTS2 %72 Q
O3 Sy A7 e 0 e W
gl B B < IR O | [4H] [
tgn Op b4 a2 oy O
PSS B IR B S T p%A ")
17 3 2R 2 e X
e N oegm 3033 . . s
LSS TR R O R Ee I L ST
e L300 27 e S ol S )
e arm oA 7 Do @ 4a T3
Do (30 e D 13 RSN I N -3
LD 2 Sre B2 S [k TS R il ¢~
%™ 4Ly Sy e 2 00770 0k S
el AL s QD LR IR N L -
D BN S [ R i~ = Fand
h v - [ ¢ REE T R
R = [ B O R o L 3 I el Y
(528 o i I LISkl LI B GG The e
e epn L L] a3 T W L.
ol .o B ot fa oy B (20
- e ey LI A - T - )
) (&) Hen L I 5]
= $a e W B & (1
Q e oo e £ e x
Foa vger £F Snov 21y ARSI 2 I B :
Figd [l M B N e B3 D %, R (=%
Wy e Yo o
.
ool

ersoanel fro

rful,

(%]
& e Vg N TS -
4D epe @ (e foe wd =
3 o3 e A

(IR
=
D S
' fa
DO
W

&
&
%
&
P

yacuacion

L Yo T e T X e

w0 . . [ SRS C3 Mepemme o3

e 2 sa . ¢ > e

. : o 2 Y

. ’ S 1
H«J Fomeg [ g
w3 b a3
% W

S
B

5
s
e

ent ey equival
a,

aNTryme

nort and

3

oetn

~
<

%)
iy e Y
e NN
Tk
)
22
-
1

pore.

s
24

2u

e A

Co
1 .57 H

[+ 0 A
muc, O L *
L ded 7

L I A S I

e B N
€ ok afy
LM L 3

Gt o

2

LI e W
Joeoon W3
ORI W
e 23 g

s A -
e T
3 Y

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

B

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 .

CIFICE OF un SPLCIAL ASSISTANT
COUNTLRINSURGLNCY AND SPZCIAL ACTIV

VR JOINT STAFY

OLreCTOR, JOUNT STAFF

MUXORANDUM POR THE

[»"

.

Subject: Comparison of tne Khe Sanh Campailgn with
Dien pien Phu

‘ .

1. Now tnat the battle of Khe Sann seems about to edter “, ;

cne critical phase, it may be worthwhile to compare both }
the general and local situatiors with the battle of Dien & ;
Zien Phu. Gcneral Westmorelanc has made & Gecision to ' : f
celena £ne Sanh. By this aec151on he is accepting battle .
on terrain and a% a time selected by the enemy. There are v
f108€e Wno CoubtT the wisdom of his decision. It seems e '
“¢Dﬁ*J iikely that the critics and doubters will increase ’ i
in numders as costs, casualties and battlefield equipment 3
;osses are revealed auring the course of the battle., We '
&.Ways Know about our own losses Ifrom the beginning stages . ;
of the vattle. It will be many months, perhaps years, _ i
celore the full extent of enemy losses will be known to us. 3
Secause of conis, criticism ana second guessing comes easily. !
Jor tnese feaSOﬂo, it seems important to draw a comparison.
cetween Xne Sann and Dien Bien Phu to provide background Ior
& milltary Juaguent wnich has already been taken by the
commander on the gko¢nd and endorsed by the J01nt Cniefs of ¢
Scaff. )
2. In the brief report whica follows, there is a statisti- - ‘
cal comparison of the forces iavolved in terms of tneir Vi g
strerngin, firepower, mobllity and support and the physical RE
¢nvironment in the area of thne two battles. However, belore iy
~& examine those comparisons it sheuld be establisned that ;
tnere 1s an overall similarity between Kne Sanh and Dien Bien -
Pnu in the eyes of the enemy. The followlng subparagrapis: 7
e TAND 10 .
CTIRT Qi mn A ! cnscd OO
] f"’(ﬁ-‘id NSRTLECN 1 Excluded trom automails 1
[« W& Wida Wil o 1 ““' "”“‘ !
Lovalsradihly ana I
daslassisication ;
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CRucavor Lo oubline tiie enemy vicw of tne pgeneral situation

souni, Vieinam and tne importance of Kne Sann to his

“.o oot 19573 GGﬁuT& Navarre repiaced General Salan
a3 vne rrencn Conu The Jorces avallavle to aim ,
Swhuerea asout 52 I trhese forces approximately
Joruy seven percent or 245,000 were local auxiliaries
Inciuding Vietnamese, Thal and Cambodians. The Government
of WVietnam wrnich had been fthrown together as a political
expedient uncer bBao Dal was weak politically and .
adminilstratively. Corr;ption was rampant and subversion .
anG penetration wicespread. The Viet Minh had captured
the patriotic theme of national independence.

b. Widespread guerrilla attacks from the Tonkin Delta
vo Cau Mau nad tied down in cefensive bases the bulk
of %“he French Unicn Forces and thneir local auxiliaries.
De Lattre nad left vehind a fortified line in the Tonkin
Delta manned by auxiliaries and second line troops. It
was the cpinion of General Giap that the opponenEJWas

the norns of a dilemma. 1/ If he concentrated his

orces by wWithdrawing them from tne defense of the

populatecd areas, he coutrlouted to the vulneraollluy

of tne rear, stopped pacification OjerathuS arnd

accelerated the possibliity of an early keove* by

wne Comimunlsts leading to a "mass uprising“. Alternatively,
if ne remained spread out ir a defensive posture then |
the Viet Minn regilments and Jivisions could concentrate ‘ :
at will and destroy nhis forces pilecemeal.

H) O
s
.

c. In orcder to snake loose scme moobile’ forces \avar“e

vlanned to turn over the "pacilfication” task to the ) 4
Vietnamese troops. Giap calculated that these were ' o i
neitner inspired nor rel;ao¢e and would pose no serious ”
obstacle to the Viet Minn strategy.

d. As soon as Navarre assembled his mobile forces,
! had hal
£

Giap ordered an immediate oifensive by guerrillas .

througnout the country. When French forces were committed L 4

at Dien Bilen Phu, Giap ordered an offen51ve in Laos at -

Senno, Trhaxex and Luang Pravang and in Vietnam at Tuy ,

Zoa, Pleixu and An Khe. In February, the Viet Minh

seized forty-five strong points in the Tonkin Delta and

mose oI these through defections. S
¢. The Viet Minh had long veen convinced that they ! §

Wwould not, succeed unless and untlil they achleved a

! - -,

T ) N " . 5

1/ Tor compendium of NVN statements and analysis see,‘fjﬂﬁw
Annex A : - ’
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. ’ Yicn Bicn Phu
c. Oisvarnces 200 KN to newrest
alr and log base
Lianodi )
a. MWeataer NS monsoon rain-
roeguced visioi-
ity
/. Oprnosing FPorces (Sce Annex B)
Dien Bien Phu
a. mLnemy
(1) Infantry- 5 Divs (=) (43,000)
(2) Artillery*¥® 96 Tubes
48 120 mm mortar
16 122 mm rockets
(3) AALR% 36-37 mm
80 1z.7 mm machine-
gun
0. Priendl
(1) Infantry 7,235 French and
AlTrican
3,579 Auxiliaries
: (VN, Thai)
Total 10,814
(2) Artillery .
On Position 28 Howitzers
24 120 mm mortars
(3) Armor 16 Lt tanks
{(4) Otner None
Artillery
In Range
%% pstimaced on basis OB and TO&E U,

DECLASSIFIED

NI omonooon rain-
reduccd visipillity

Ane.Sann

EN

5 Divs (+) 38,590

118 O ( )

\

(Bsbu)

24 mo‘tars( st)12Qmm

6 122mn rocket

.t launchers(Zst.
105 Recbdilless

(75. or S0mm) (hS

2#—371mm (EST)
84 12.7 mm macnine-
gun  (Bst)

5,906 USMC o
400 VN Rangers &
500 Irregulars

)

6,506 .

ol Howitzers

6 4.2 mortars
None

12-= 175 mm guns




DECLASSIFIED

3. Supportiny Reinforeing Forces

a. Coenboat Dien

3don Ph

|23

(1) Fighvers/ ,
Fighter bombers ' 77
(2) Bombers 47 (B=26)
(3) Sorties (Maximum in
one day)
(a) Pigater - [Both
99{Types
(b) Bomber B
(4) Ratio bomb tonnage 1 to
delivereada per day ‘
. approx
I - .
0. Log Air ~ N
(1) FW N 43 C-119

(Maximum one.

day delivery
123 tons)

(2) Helicopter Utility only

ghe sanh B

13

a00+
200 (+) on calx,

B~52 (3o/day) i

Loy
% : $?
: , N
500 (+) o
_ ho S0
X N
“20 Lo
B # ] )
60°C=123 % i
108 €-130 T
+.necessary . I
cargo nelicopger
ugmentaulong. ﬁ
~(up to 1)000 ; .
tons) . ,ﬁ\ ‘

500 + including
CH-54 CH-56 #
Heavy llft aS

' wopedy E
~c. Mobile Reserves 6 or 7 17 ﬁSMC’an Sy
Infantry Bns 22 USA Bns ¢ i/
(pcht delivery A1l capable ¥ i
only) airmobile . i
introduction - :
III. Campeign Scenario (To Date) (Annex C, Scenario) ' ff '

9. The seguence of events and preparatlons are - similar

in many respects,
over a period of
e¢ncirclement.
supply activity and Just prior to the attack,

Litabon R g T pa e

P i ] £ Vo

LQUP gibﬁﬁg
5

DECLASSTIFIED

In both cases the buildup of enemy forces. by
about a month was followed by a slow
Prior tc the main attack there was prolonged,
a series of =3
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O S S P ~ et P o~
oo rGinated attocks afainst population cen
P T P e 2 maa T 5 o S n A o S ~
JLcliivies, parvicurarly airfielids and LOC
O P N P, 2 —~ e e g “ ~ e
inoThlis renort 1s correct -- that is that .
SIRPU RN RN I S - ' ot 5
J.enoslen Pnw in the eyes of the NVA, then the evaluation
P .. ] N e T = P - ~ L N
Lcolow L3 probabliy close to the mark as an extrapolation
Trom the pest, ° S
: #. ' .
. 5. 3
~x o 4 o <
V. Zvealuation . . . .
10 2] ot T vy . £ oA . ’ . e .
LU, FrodadLe grnely Course oL acilion. : . . :

vempt to strangle Kne Sann by "axis' or feeder . . ;
ienn Blen Phu.

T g

0. Deny use of Xhe Sanh zirfield.
1 8

¢. Dig artillery into casemates with overhead cover. -

d. Ambusn all nearby LZs and fortify all commandipg .
terrain. j _ ' : S
. . . ) i ‘.’.:Y,r ! ~.-., .
ack supporting artillery and airfields as far
Cam Rann Bay, Tuy Loa, perhaps Phan Rang and
. R,

v

- - A 'aa - 0y =~ .
I'. Interdict route 1 north of Danang.

\ .
e

: ) X gt
g. Ralse level guerril%@ and sapper activity throughout
Countl"y . ' R ’x R ‘ B . ;‘1_ . ‘._“_"A P
! , . ; o . ’
n. Inltlate negotiations. : e I
1 , " .

.  W. E. DePUY N

. » Major General, USA i :
‘ ‘:F “x
5 i
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Dolense Minlster and Maj Gen Vuong Taua Vu each published

~onz artic.es in Nhan Dan whica explained the strategy

3

‘

wonlcn macde victory inevitaole. Thougn replete with the

wsval Marxian doggerel, excerpts from these articles are -

o s PR . ‘ s an g
probavly descriptive of the current North Vietnamese thinkiWy T

nothe roie ¢f tne "Stratvegically Decisive Battle," éhd are
: .
N
"Wictory in tne stravegically-Gecilsive batéles will
i) tQ tne side wnose leadersnhip hgs selzed the strategic

.

3 . -4 s = “ ~ 2 - ) \\,
initiative. It will go to the force which can force the

, and tne logic of the <dialectic

cnemy to fignt according to his strategic desires and on .\

ageous batvlefieid of his own choosing.”
In corder to carry outv nils plan of offensive Navarre
planned to concentrate his force and turn the defense of

clcared arcas to newly created VN units. "He planned to

)

wie suppetr troops for paci

oY)

ication and his European and
icean troops Tor the mobile attack...against our main
Jorces in tne Nortn. The planned grand total of eneny

orces weuld then have been about 500,000,V
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. Our leadersnip aad to dig nundreds of meters of communications

;o - :
.
® - ® |
. .- ~ e, A ey - AN v PRI P I Ao Y e Ve . ) PRI 1.
VAV C RV VN Sney poecane alrald that we would aviack. ..
Lo Uauvy Goltuernined not to pull out. They saw it as an ideal
. . .

i o <N e s -~ “ S Y - T a < o o . . 3
L.L28 YO UL 0o oo acfeatced. LT the enemy lost ne vould
- -~ ~ T ~ e S - - b e =
~CLy o a declaedly imporcant porilion of nis Icoree. 115

2 e -3 S N - LIRIRN ~lr o 3 3 - ~
sLrLcesle cLnedility would be surely weekened and in larger
-~ - ~ - S A ~ P - - Ay ] ~ 3 | ” 1

e ne would suffer an irretrievable political setoack."”

in opposition to thne Indo China wer would be encouraged

WG The internal convraaiction ' itnin rrench ruling circles

k3
"Tne tattle of Dien Zlen ’hu had already oteen decilded.
Tnile was a strateglc determinat on that was carried to

-

Truition by an ivron Wwill wnich - id not flinch from difficulties.

encnes under neavy enemy fire. More than 260,000 people
gatnered together to carry thousands of tons of food supplies
ront. Tor seven years the French army wished to

nove a Gecisive and-major combat 50 as to destroy Generail

Glap's military force. For seven years (we) avoided sueh an
snicounter dbecause we lacked the necessary capavilities.?”

"Wnile not realizing the enemy's strong points, we
oG to make tne nost of his weax points. His greatgst

wearness lay in nls cupply. QOur tactics were from the ver
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Cegitning Lo use our artiliery IMire to acsiroy the air strips,

e . N I . B .y .. N N \ m .
Lo 0Ur Gnbloalrerelt gune to cope with his planes. Thrce

WOThis NGG passed fvom the occupation of Dien dien Pau to

che lzuncning of our campaign. Thne historic palﬂn ended
In our compiete victory. Our troops nad fought 55 cdays and

25 nliais.
History seldom repeats ILtsell in cdetail. At the sane
time the appraisal whlch tne NVN strateglists made of the

-

¢rncn predicament is prcobably very close to their current

copraisal © poliltical condltions in Souyth Vietnam, and the

Cr

~nome front situation of the United States. S much $o0 that

one can preaict, with a'good deal of assurance, that- the
.

s . . . A - . . ~. N
~VN will be deterred from an attempt to vill Xnhe Sann-as a

"secord Dien Bien Pau' only by belng conclusively defeated
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TYPES.
(5, Heavy EBEonbardment 5 Privateer
' Bomoers
(2-4 tons)
These were uuuaL*y
used o intcrdict

major supply lines
into D3P.

' DEP
2. Zneny Strengin .
&. Exitle Ares 308 Div
~ - .
(Perscnnel) 316 Div
304 Div
315 Div
351 Div (H)

Total

&
(W)
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106 C-150

AP, et o - Pal
man) othor of

Sortie rate since
19 Januvary as '
folicws;

19 .- 06
20 T 27
21-22 !
23 - 2l
el - 33
25 '
25
27 3
28

Total 38,550

(Not all of the abvove
have been positivaely
"dcdentified in thé Kne
Sanh area. A totul of

nine regimencs are
curren b_«_V Caryi

an irmmed ate tLrea:
to Khe Sanh)
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Liing organic
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Area and Bdatile Avead
a., Terraln Similar. Tach is relatively lower than
' surrounding terrain which is hilly
junglie. See maps for relative terraein.
2. See maps Tor distances from support
bases. '
. i
¢, Weather Dry Seascn, changing Moonsoon, with
To Monsocrn rain in ‘\heavy Tog in
April. / norning and
. ‘ evening.
\\\
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DEFENSE

SUMMARIES ARE
NOT TG BE QUOTED

BROADCASTS OF MONDAY, JULY 1,

— . Ty -

e K.
| RADIO-TV

DIALOG

1968

RADIO-TV MONITORING SERVICE,

INC.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

SUMMARY CF BROADCASTS CONTAINED IN THIS DIALOG

the 25th Inf Div, Arvin.

SVN engineers.
Col Norman ALLEN,

Peter HACKES reported on the downing of a US military charter
plane by the’Soviets in the Kurile Islands.
B-52 raids on VC bases ringing Saigon.
destruction of a fishing village by the VC,
the successful test of the first Lockheed C-~5 Galaxy.
GUTHRIE narrated a filmed demonstration of captured VC rockets by
Dan WEBSTER reported on the cutting of
Highway 4 by the VC and the temporary spanning of the Ben Luc by
Tony SARGENT presented a filmed interview with
describing the job of searching out VC rockets
and crews in the area south of Saigon. -

Frank BLAIR reported
Ken BERNSTEIN reported on the
Frank BLAIR described
Andrew

US CHARTER PLANE HELD BY SOVIETS

7:00 AM: TODAY, NBC-TV

FRANK BLAIR: A big US military
charter plane with 231 persons
aboard was intercepted by Soviet
planes and escorted to the island
of Iturup in the Kurile chain
north of Japan.

PETER HACKES: It was the very
first commercial flight for this
DC-8 jet, Which was delivered to
the Seaboard World Airlines, a
charter company, just 10 days ago.
It was ferrying a load of service-
men from Seattle, Wash, with a
stop scheduled at Yokota, Japan,
and then om to Viet Nam, As it
neared Japan, the pilot reported
his progress to another plane in
the area, and last night, a
Pentagon spokesman, Richard
Fryklund, relayed this report,

FRYKLUND: The pilot of the
flight which later landed on the
Soviet island reported at about
7:20 PM, EDT, that his plane had
been intercepted by Migs. Later he
said he was being escorted by two
fighters toward what appeared to
be a Soviet fighter base. At
7:39 PM, he said that he was on
the ground and that there was no

damage to the aircraft or injury
to the passengers or crew. He
said that the total number on
board was 231, including 17 crew
members. The last transmission
was at 7:42 PM, when the pilot
said that his engines were shut
down.

HACKES: In Moscow this morning,
US Amb Llewellyn Thompson discuss-
ed the incident with Russian of-
ficials, asking for immediate re-
lease of the plane and the 231
Americans aboard. Still no details
on why the plane was intercepted;
first word was, it had strayed off
course. The Russians say they're
investigating the incident.

B-52's BOMB VC BASES'NEAR SAIGON

In Viet Nam, American B-52's
dropped thousands of tons of
bombs on VC bases ringing Saigon
this morning; the objective, to
wipe out enemy forces reportedly
grouping for a new attack on the
capital. In ground battles along
Saigon's outer defense ring, Amer
forces reported killing 56 enemy
soldiers; only 2 Americans were
reported killed.

PUBLISHED BY THE AIR FORCE (SAF-AA) AS EXECUTIVE AGENT FOR THE DOD TO BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF KEY DEFENSE DEPARTMENT
PERSONNEL MATTERS WITHIN THEIR OFFICIAL RESPONSIBILITIES. NO OTHER USE OF THIS PUBLICATION IS AUTHORIZED
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VILLAGES RAVAGED BY VC

FRANK BLAIR: While the fighting
raged, there was agony in a.long
list of SVNese villages that have
{ .been ravaged by the VC. Here is
the story of another terrorist
raid from Ken Bernstein, in VN:

(FILM CLIP)

KEN BERNSTEIN: The funeral
of Nguyen Van Tung(?) took place
on .a sand dune overlooking the
fishing village of Tang Tra(?). He
was 34 years old, and he left a
widow and three children. He was
buried just beyond the barbed
wire that was supposed to protect
the village, but the barbed wire,
a Civic Action platoon of US
Marines, and a detachment of VN
Popular Forces failed to protect
Tang Tra, a refugee hamlet. The
VC overran the village at midnight
after pouring in mortar fire.

VC demolition men set off dyna-
mite in the thatched huts, which
‘burned to the ground. Along with
:Nguyen Van Tung, 70 other villagers
were killed. The disaster had been
forewarned. Two months ago, the
VC threatened to destroy the vil-
lage, unless the people stopred
«€oopearting with the Americans;
the VC kept its word.

SUCCESSFUL AF TEST OF GALAXY

BLAIR: The biggest plane ever
builit was flown for the first time
yesterday over the green country-
side of Georgia, the Lockheed C-5
Galaxy, weighing 248 tons, its
tail the height of a 6-story build-
ing, lumbered into the air on a
test flight from the Dcbbins AFB
at Marietta, Ga. The 4-jet mili-
tary transport is 83 yds long,
not gquite the length of a football
field, can carry 750 men or 62
automobiles. [FILM CLIP]

The big ship rose to 10,000 ft
at 229 mph; it is capable of more
than 500 mph. The AF has ordered
58 Galaxies. Lockheed Pres Tom
May said he would now like to talk
about a somewhat bigger commercial
plane, one that could carry 1,000
passengers. :

In yesterday's first flight,

- the pilot. radioced -back, "It-hand---
les beautifully, beautifully!™ AF
men noted that it had taken 300

planes to handle the Berlin air-
lift in 1948; if the C-5 Galaxy
had been available then, it would
have taken only 10 planes to do
the job.

B-52's STRIKE AT NVN AGAIN

B-52 bombers today struck at
NVN for the first time since May
16, There have been many US air
raids since that date, but until
today not by the big 8-engine
bombers. In SVN, other B-52's
heavily pounded secret VC bases
in provinces around Saigon, bases
where red troops are reportedly
preparing for the expected big
attack on Saigon.

UNCOVER VC ROCKET ARSENAL

Meantime, SVNese troops outside
the capital uncovered a big new
rocket arsenal. [FILM CLIP]

ANDREW GUTHRIE: The VC lost
their chance with these rockets.
These are some cf the cache of 124
rockets found near Uuc Hua, along
with many other shells of various
shapes and sizes. Troops of the
SVNese 25th Inf Div found these
rockets hidden in a paddy dike,
covered with dirt. The SVNese were
very pleased with their find and
showed it off to the Saigon press
corps. And then, to add emphasis
to the display, two of the rockets
were fired.

ING[?EMONSTRATION OF ROCKET FIR-

The first was set up the text-
book way, with metal launching
tube and mount. The second was set |
up by American military advisors
just the way the VC have been fir-
ing them, very simply. The rocket
is laid in the V of the poles; its
course is set with an aiming de-

 vice and a simple compass, and a

battery-powered switch sets it
off. These rockets carry about 15
pounds of TNT. The soldiers are.
always pleased to see them fired
in the opposite direction.

VC BLOW BRIDGE SPAN

7:05 AM: MORNING NEWS, CBS-TV

US B-52 bombers raided targets
in NVN today for the first time in
almost 2 months; 25 of the big

MONDAY, JULY 1, 1968
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Honorsnle Bob Casgey

siouse of Representatives
washington, D.C. 238515

dear Mr. Casays

Tulis letter is in reply (o your inguiry of 26 July 196§
on behalf of Mrs, Patricia L, Luyties cancerning tite
narine coibat base at Hus Sanh.

A military force, in cxdexr to e successful, must be
responsive to the vagaries of tae enemy, terrain and
the wasather, During tue past three years, the succass
of our forces in Vietnam has ioen based on our asility
to anticipate and provide for tne zffact of these
variables on our operatiuns.

varly this year, the defense of tae rhe Sanh combat base
was nacessary for several reasons, The base was located
astride the major iafiltration routes lesading from .orth
Viatnam, through Lacs into the northern provinces of
south Vietnam, These routes wers amony the most traffic-
able availaole to the apouy during the annual fovanmber
througn April monsoon seasoN.

Jsuring mid=January 1265, & aajor confrontation between
allied and dorth Vietnamase forces developed in the

shie Hanh area. We have raason to believe that the
anewy intended to overrun hhie Janu preparatory to the
commencenent of their Tet offensive. The necessity for
e enemy to gain control of she Janll and the infiltra~
tion routes in that arca can now be fully appreciated
in viev of the events of the past six montis,

=y holding this base, a rolatively ssall allied foreo
prevented the enemy from gaining free access to ths
northern provinces and in so doing, successfully tie
down an estimated 20,000 Wort: Vietnamese sclaiers.
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Taese endny forcas, withle commitbed o tiac deztruction
of the he sanh basa, wers severely attrited Ly the
combinad firepower of our fround and aviation unita,

By mid-March the eneny, vaving vooen thwarted with heavy
lozses in hig attenpt €0 destroy kae banh, began to

" apandon the field and withdirawy into North Vietnam and
Lacs.

Throughout the sypring and %grlw sumer of tihis year, the
enaeny sas wade attemybs to introduce major forees into
I Corps Pactical Zone using other infiltration routes,
notably through tie Ashau Valley and down the coastal
rlain from Harth Vietnam, i1s efforts in the xLhe Sanh
araa hava been corroizondingly reduced. The garrison-—
ing of the Khe SBani com:at bhase was valid only when
the base sarved to limit infiltration and inflict
casualties on the enewy, ihe continued occupation of
the combat base when wajor enemy forcas were operating
algewhere served no ussiul purpose. Accordingly, the
pagse was closed, thus frecing the forces that had '
occupied it to seek tine enemy in othex areas.

wWhile we are no longer aiﬂrating from a fixed base at
hhe Sana, I must emphasize tiat we have not abandoned
the ikhe Sanh area, Ve are continuing to actively
engage enemy unita in the nbe canh arxea, but only with
the forces commeasurats with the eneny threat. Our
increased mobility has made it possible to conduct
aggressive and far ranging operations throughout the
western DME area of wnichh {he saonh is a part.

In short, we reallgqued our forcas at ¥he Sanh because
the enemy withdrew its major forces from the areaj
Leczuse 1t was unecononical, in view of the eneny
tiirsat elsewhere, to rotain a large garrison in tnat
arca; and finally, bacagse our 1n¢reasad mobility

and generally improved josture vis-a-vis the enewmy
tharougnout I Corps now allows uz to make maximum use
of our superior mo,xlity to seek out and destroy

the enewy forcss encountersd in the wostern DMZ arza
with a force commensurats with toe enemy threat.
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1 trust that this information will suffice to answer
the gqueation pesed by .rs. Luvties,

hincerely,

encle (1) itr from ira. Luyties dtd 2 July 1968

Copy to: SECNAV $#2-7482
08D #12513
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S.
Ju 29astnprdih S

QFFICE 3F TiE
SECRETARY OF (RFENSEY . 196.8
Congressional Liaison Qffice
Defense Dept.
The Pentagon
! Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

The attached communication is sub-
mitted for your consideration, and
to ask that the request made therein

. be complied with, if possible.

If you will advise me of your
action in this matter and have the
letter returned to me with your
reply, I will appreciate it.

PLEASE REPLY DIRECT TO ME AT
1035 LHOB.

Your reply to Item No. 5 would
be appreciated.

Very truly yours,

L0
) 2 TLED
* T LAl PR e 70 B S )
) - M.C
f ’ -Af‘ "r"—'.". 27
A AL L L Distrid.
L
: >
Ao L IMNR O, TN AR
attachment e
gr 12513
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JOHNSON SUBMITS | |
7\ PLAN FOR VOTING

# BY 18-YEAR-OLDS
Sends Congress Amendment
to Assure Nation’s Youth

“That They’re Trusted’

25~

i:" Text of President’s message

n? appears on Page 27.

g’é By DAVID R. JONES

Spectal to The New York Times

*! WASHINGTON, June 27—

President Johnson proposed to-

" -~ constitytional amendment
‘ier the voting

© permit us
“ie reality
‘ns are

by ex-

> pub-

1 land
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aid in

Jposal,
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lise in
1 elec-
nillion|
: Of 18) §
1e vot-

.d not
ed by
ses of

ession




DECLASSIFIED

-

e New Hork

— NEW YORK, THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 1968 —

g The New York Tlmes Company.

TG |AMERICAN FORGE
g . REPORTED LEAVING
7 BASE AT KHESANE

- | They Are Said to Be Moving
to Camps Nearby —U.S.
Silent on News Dispatch

Special te The New ¥ork Times
WASHINGTON, June 26—
. ~|Khesanh, the United States
S|Marine base in northwest South
- |Vietnam that became the sym-
bol of a controversial military
strategy, is being abandoned,
according to a dispatch in The
Baltimore Sun.

The report states that the
withdrawal has been accom-
panie@ by a build-up of several
United States combat bases a
few miles to the east, just out
of range of North Vietnamese c
guns, Among the bases that|
are being strengthened, The|
Sun reports, are Landing Zone V

€
k

e M

w

e

Stud and the hilltop camps
,/named Hawk, Cates and Mike.
The Defense Department de-
“lclined to comment on the dis-
patch, which was sent f{rom
Khesanh -on June 24 by a Sun
correspondent, John S. Carroil,
and published in the newspaper
vesterday. B

In Saigon it was announced
that Mr. Carroll’s military ac-
creditation had been suspended
indefinitely because he had
broken rules that forbid dis-
cussion of future plans, opera-
tions or strikes to insure the

- .

protection of troops. g
No Confirmation or Denial or

The military officials in Sai-{N
gaon said there would be nald:
confirmation .or- denial of the|ur
Carroll dispatch. Brig. . Gen.|re
Winant Sidle, the American|tk
chief of informatjon in Saigon,
warned correspondents ‘that|pc
they would lose their creden-|de
tials if their dispatches de-|n:
scribed the situation at Khesan|n

The general also urged cor-|N
respondents not to report onh:
the decision to lift Mr. Carroli’siSc
jcredentials. Such reports mightim
Itend to confirm the dispatchiin
in The Sun, he said, and thus
help the enemy. But they would|by
not be considered violations ofjtr:
security regulations, he said.m

Mr. Carroll wrote that ‘‘thejre.
move is no secret among thelic:
men at Khesanh, nor is it hiddejtr:
from the North Vietnamese in

, Continued on Page 4, Column 3 | C
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Save on
hundreds of

v omtnrd 3rarr e

U.S .':Fofce’g Reported

Continued From Page I, Col. 3

the hills overlooking the once-
besieged base.”

He reported that the metal
sheets that had formed the
Khesanh airstrip were being
removed, that helicopters were
hauling out loads of equipment,
that, muddy, rat-infested bunk-
ers were being dismantled and
that bulldozers were pushing
battered equipment into holes,
reducing the camp that once

teemed with 6,000 men fto

“broad fields of freshly over-
turned earth.”

Interest ‘Lively as Ever®

Mr. Carroll "reported that
Brig. Gen. Carl’ W. Hoffman,
the commander of American
forces in the Khesanh area, had
said in ap interview that “our
interest in this area remains as
lively as it has ever been.”

“We have no intention of
letting the enemy operate free-
ly here,” the general was re-
ported to haye said. .

The Sun correspondent also
quoted “some marines” at Khe-
sanh as having said that the

Vod

Abandoning Khesanh Base

Vietnam Casualties

WASHINGTON, June 26
(UPI)—The Defense Depart-
ment today identified the fol-
fowing servicemen . from the
New York area as hiving been

killed in Vietnam:

Army
STASIO, Richard P., Pft., Brooklyn.
Marine Corps
AI;ISELL, John A. Jr., Pfc., Brook-

.
BALL, Robert L., Pfec,, Trenton.

concept of a “Western anchor”
for the line of bases along the
border zone between North
and South Vietnam would sur-
vive, “if in slightly' modified
form.”

The original decision to stand
fast at Khesanh was made
while Gen., william C.. West-
moreland was the United States
commander in South Vietnam.
Two weeks ago he left Saigon
for Washington he became
Chief of Staff of the Army. His
successor in Vietnam is Gen.
Creighton W. Abrams.

“The Khesanh base, one of a
string of bases just soluth of the

demilitarized zone, was viewed
by the Westmoreland command
as an essential point from
which to mount attacks on
enemy forces seeking to infil-
{rate into the South.

In late January thousands of
enemy troops began to mass
about the base, and the Amer-
ican defenders were subjected
to an intense barrage of rockets
and shells. By early March the
camp was fully surrounded by
an estimated 20,000 enemy
soldiers and supplies had to be
dropped by planes.

And widespread concern that
a military disaster similar to
the French debacle at Dienbien-
phu in 1954 was in the making,
Khesanh became a controver-
sial symbol.

The Westmoreland command
argued that the importance of
the base had not been de-
creased by the siege because it
was tying up thousands of
enemy troops and still in use
as a camp from which enemy
infiltration routes could be
threatened.

The critics of the eWstmore-
land strategy saw Khesanh as
a worthless camp unsuitable for
defense and not in the Ameri-
can tradition of offensive war-
fare. There was no reason, the
critics argued, why American
boys should be placed within
the range of . well-emplaced
guns that could not be effec-
tively silenced.

In early April, after two and

a half months of encirclement,]

an American column advanced
into the bases and the enemy
drifted away. It was never de-
termined whether the enemy
withdrawal was the result of
the intensive shelling and
bombing attacks the Americans
mounted, or strategic consider-

ations, or a combination of the|-

two. . .
About 100 Americans died
during the seige and hundreds
more were wounded. The toll
in enemy dead and wounded

probably will never be.deter-
mined. :

T
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‘SPY BOAT’ SHOWN
BY NORTH KOREANS

Aides Display 12-Foot Craft
They Contend They Sank

PANMUNJOM, Korea, June
26—North Korea displayed a 12
foot speedboat during a meeting
of the Korean Armstice Com-
mission here today, and said it
was the “U.S. imperialist spy|
boat” that it had reported hav-
ing sunk Saturday off its west
coast,

The craft is of Japanese make
with two American-made out-
board mators. A steel plate
bear many Dbullet holes,
mostly in the bow, indicating
that the boat had been manu-
factured by the Yamaha motor
Company of Japan. The 50-
horsepower outboard motors
were from the Kiekhaefer
Corporation of Fond du Lac,
Wise,

“This is the joint product of
U.S. and Japanese imperialists
said Maj, Gen, Pak Chung Kuk,
the chief North Korean delegate
at the meeting,

He charged that the boat had

An ettt A b B Gmmnern and han.

Proceedings in the U.N.

YESTERDAY
(June 26, 1968)
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Special Committee on Colo-
nialigm — Adopted resolution
on Portuguese territories.
Subcommittee on Pacific
Ocean Territories—Completed
work on Gilbert and Ellice,
Pitcairn and the Solomon Is-
lands and New Hebrides.
SCHEDULED FOR TODAY
(June 27, 1988)
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Special Committee on

Peace - Keeping Operations—

3 PM. )
Special Committee on Colo-

nialism, Subcommittee on At-

. lantic and Caribbean Terri-

tories—10:30 AM.
Committee on Peaceful

Uses of the Seabed, Legal

Working Group—3 P.M."

Tickets may be obtained at
the public desk, main lobby,
United Nations headquarters.
Tours: 9:15 AM. to 4:45 P.M.

waters as part of an American
scheme to “ignite another war
of aggression in Korea.” He had
made the same charge about
the United States intelligence
ship Pueblo, captured in Janu-
ary off Wonsan.

The chief delegate of the
United Nations Command, Maj.
Gen. Gilbert H. Woodward of
the United States Army, said
that a preliminary investigation
of the North Korean accusation,
broadcast Saturday over the
Pyongyang radio, “revealed an
insufficient amount of evidence
to substantiate it.” He prom-

i=~d A fall investigation, how-

can vessel had been sunk or
otherwise invoived with North
Korean forces last Saturday, a
the Koreans contend. .

The State Department spokes-
man, Robert J. McCloskey,
said that the North Koreans
had raised the alleged incident
at 2 meeting in Panmunjom of
the Mixed Armistice Commis-
sion. )

The United States position
remained as it was stated by
the Defense Department Satur-
day, Mr. McCloskey said—a
complete denial of any United
States engagement with North
Karea
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WASHINGTON — The 26th
Marine Regiment and its reinforc-
ing units, which held the Khe Sanh
combat complex in Vietnam against
seemingly overwhelming odds dur-
ing the seven-week attack by
North Vietnamese forces, has bheen
awarded the Presidential Unit Ci-

President Johnson conferred
the citation at White House cere-
monies. Accepting the award was

the Navy Cross for his leadership
of the regiment during the action.
Accompanying the colonel was
Sergeant Major A. W, Smith, the
senior enlisted Marine from the
Khe Sanh combat base. Smith, the
sergeant major of 1/9 which rein-
forced the 26th Marines, earned
g;;:ronze Star for his role at Khe

The regiment’s mission was to
hold the combai complex, consist-

ing of the combat base and sur-

rounding hilltop positions which
blocked * enemy routes into the
northern provinces of South Viet-
nanm.

Opposing the regiment were
two North Vietnamese Army divi-
sions, reinforced with artillery,
tank, anti-aircraft artillery and
rocket units.

While occupying the position
from January 20 to April 1, the
Marines daily were subjected o
hundreds of rounds of artillery and

2 26th Marines Awarded PUC

rocket fire. On Feb. 23 more than
1,300 artillery and rocket rounds
struck the combat base.

The bombardments were fol-
lowed by repeated ground attacks
on the Khe Sanh positions. Though
outnumbered, the Marines hurled

the enemy back, ‘inﬂicting heavy

casualties,

In citing the reinforced regi-
ment, the President stated that
“By their gallant. fighting spirit

(Continued On Page 3)

Col David E. Lownds, who earned
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"For Extraordmary Heroism and C ourage”’

(Continued From Page 1)
and their countless individual
acts of heroism, the men of the
26th Marines (Reinforced) es-
tablished & record of illustrious
courage and determination in
keeping with the highest tradi-
tions of the Marine Corps and
the United States Naval Serv-
ice.” The complete citation fol-
lows:

“For extraordinary heroism
in action . against North Viet-
namese  Army forces during
the battle for Khe Sanh in ‘the
Republic of Vietnam from 20
January to 1 April 1968.
Throughout this period, the 26th
Marines (Reinforced) was as-
signed the mission of holding
the wital
Base and positions on Hills
881, B61-A, 558 and 950, which
dominated strategic ememy ap-
proach routes into Northern I
Corps. The 26th Marines was

or forces — iwo North Viet.

.opposed by numerically superi-

namese Army divisions, strong-
ly reinforced with artillery,
tank, anti-aircraft artillery and
rocket units.

“The enemy, deployed to
take advantage of short lines
of communications, rugged
mountainous terrain, jungle,
and adverse weather conditions,
was determined to destray the
Khe Sanh Combat Base in con-
junction with large scale offen-
sive operations in the tweo
northern provinces of the Re-
public of Vietnam. The 26th
Marines, occupying a small but
critical area, was daily sub-
jected to hundreds of rounds of
intensive artillery, mortar and
rocket fire. In addition, fierce
ground attacks were conducted
by the enemy in an effort to
penetrate the friendly positions.
Despite overwhelming odds, the
26th Marines remained resolute
and determined, maintaining
the integrity of its positions and
inflicting heavy losses on the
enemy. When monsoon weather
greatly reduced air support and
compounded the problems of
aerial resupply, the men of the
26th Marines stood defiantly
firm, sustained by their own
professional esprit and high
sense of duty. Through their
indomitable will, staunch en-
durance, and resolute courage,
the 26th Marines and support-

ing units held the Khe Sanh
Combat Base. The actions of
the 26th Marines contributed
substantially to the failure of
the Viet Cong and-North Viet-
namese Army winter/spring
offensive. The enemy forces
were denied the military and
psychological victory they so
desperately sought. By their
gallant fighting spirit and their
countless individual acts of
heroism, the men of the 26th
Marines established a record
of illustrious courage and de-
termination in keeping with the
‘highest traditions of the Marine
Corps and the United States
Naval Service.”

NAVY CROSS TO

COL. LOWNDS

Col. David E. Lownds, who
commanded the 26th Marines
at the Khe Sanh combat base,
was awarded the Navy Cross

- here .at the .Marine Barracks.

Khe Sanh Combat’

COLONEL DAVID E. LOWNDS

Presenting the Nation’s second
highest military decoration to
the colonel was Secretary of the
Navy Paul R, Ignatius.

Col. Lownds was cited for his
leadership and command abili-
ty while serving as commander
of the combat base from Au-
gust 1967 to April 1968. Colonel
Lownds, the son of Mr. & Mrs.
Herbert J. Lownds of Adams,
Mass., also is a veteran of
World War I, the Korean War,
and the Dominican Republic
crisis, Part of his citation fol-
lows: ‘“Colonel Lownds’ superb
Eknowledge of and appreciation
for the terrain and his aggres-
sive utilization of all supporting
arms minimized the effective-
ness of the enemy attack and
resulted in a large number of
enemy casuaities. During daily
enemy rocket and artillery at-
tacks, his superior tactical
judgment, calm leadership,
brave demeanor, and resolute
endurance were an inspiration
to all around him and were a
prime factor in maintaining a
high level of morale among his
men. Colonel Lownds upheld
the highest traditions of the
Marine Corps and the Unjted
States Naval Service.”

KHE SANH WRAP-UP

Khe Sanh was first occupied
in force by Marine wnits in
‘September 1966, when 1/3 ‘ar-
rived during Operation Prairie,
and used the Khe Sanh airstrip
as a base of operations until
February 1967,

The area around the combat
base became relatively quiet

during the early part of 1967,
and, at the close of Operation
Prairie 1, 1/3 was replaced by
a reinforced Company B, 1/9,
which continued to provide se-
curity for the base and the air-
strip. In addition, Khe Sanh he-
came a base of operations for
the Combined Action Platoons
in the surrounding areas.

In April 1967, an enemy unit
moving to assault Khe Sanh
was surprised by  Marine ele-
ments and the historic battles
for Hills 881 North and South,
and Hill 861 began. Fighting for
these hills continued from April
24 until May 12. Marine units
participating in the fighting
were reinforced 2d and 3rd Bat-
talions of the 3rd Marine Regi-
ment, along with Regimental
Headquarters.

During the summer and fall
months of 1967, following the
battles for 881 and 861, the
western area of the DMZ was
again relatively quiet. Marine
units continued their patrol
operations, and Marine recon-
naissance ‘elements continued

* their surveillance.

When increased enemy activ-
ity became apparent around the
Khe Sanh area, Operation Scot-
land was initiated on November
1, 1967. The operation involved
one Marine battalion (1/26),
which had arrived from the
United States in the fall and
joined Operation Prairie.

Initial contact during Scot-
land was light, with scattered
fighting reported in all areas
around Khe Sanh, but evidence

continued to point to the fact
that the enemy was increasing
his forces in the area.

In December, reconnaissance
showed a marked increase in
enemy strength around the com-
bat base, and indicated the
enemy was massing his forces
in the western Quang Tri area.

On December 13, LtGen.
Robert E. Cushman Jr., -com-
manding general of the III
Marine Amphibious Force, or-
dered the Khe Sanh base to be
reinforced by an additional Ma-
rine battalion . . . 2/26.

As fighting and enemy activi-
ty increased around the Ehe
Sanh area, so did the size of
the Marine force there. On
January 16, 1968, the 26th Ma-
rine Regiment was brought to
full strength with the arrival of
3/26, and the Marine force was
further strengthened by the ad-
dition of 1/9, on January 22.
Five days later the ARVN 37th
Ranger Battalion was airlifted
to Khe Sanh and took up de-
fensive positions on the perime-
ter.

By the end of January, the
combined strength of the Khe
Sanh combat base was four
Marine infantry battalions, one
Marine artillery battalion, and
one ARVN Ranger battalion.
This force included 105mm
howitzers, 90mm gun tanks, and
106mm recoilless rifles, both
tripod and Ontos-mounted. In
addition a detachment of Air
Force personnel and Seabees
completed the makeup of allied
forces.

The Khe Sanh combat base
was commended by Marine
Col David E. Lownds. On Janu-
ary 20, an NVA batialion mov-
ing toward Hill 881 South made
contact with elements of a Ma-
rine patrol. Marines from 3/26
kiled more than 100 of the
enemy in the ensuing fight, and
forced the NVA battalion to
retreat,

During the last 12 days of
January, -allied forces fired
more than 13,600 artillery and
mortar rounds in support of
Khe Sanh. There . were 3,990
fixed wing attack sorties flown
by Marine, Navy and Air Force
pilots in support of the base,
and B-52 bombers flew a total

. of 288 sorties during this period.

Ground action during Februa-
ry at Khe Sanh was limited to
enemy probing attacks, which
resulted in only two major con-
tacts...both early in the month.

On February 5, a battalion-
sized enemy force, supported
by rocket and meortar fire, at-
tempted to overrun Marine po-
sitions on the west side of Hill
861. Company I, 3/26 killed 109
of the attackers on the defen-
sive wire.

In a related action on Febru-
ary 7, a large enemy force,
using Russian PT-76 amphibi-
ous tanks, overran the Lang
Vei Special Forces camp five
miles southwest of Khe Sanh.

> On February 9, again after a
heavy rocket and mortar at-
tack, an NVA battalion assault-
ed Company A, 1/9, two miles
southwest of Khe Sanh airfield.
After some penetration of their
position, the Marine counter-
attacked and killed 124 NVA
and captured 50 weapons.

™ During the month of Februa-

ry, the enemy fired 4,404 artil-
lery, mortar and rocket rounds

-at Khe Sanh brought additional

posts. On February 23 alone,
more than 1,300 rounds were
received at Khe Sanh.

Ground action during March
at Khe San brought additional
probing attacks by enemy
units, In all, the enemy struck
at the combat base five times
throughout this period of some
70 days of concentrated action.
Each time the enemy was
thrown back in these ground
attacks, Although the enemy
kept up his intermittent shelling
of the base, Marine ouiposts
continued to screen Khe Sanh,
patrols were conducted, the wa-
ter point outside the base was
never closed to vehicular ac-
cess, and supply levels never
became critical.

More than 103,000 tons of
bombs dropped on the North
Vietnamese units around Khe
Sanh, who were also pounded
by more than 104,000 rounds of
artillery and mortar fire from
allied forces.

When Operation Scotland,
which had commenced on Nov.
1, 1967, terminated on March
31, 1968, 1,561 enemy had been
killed in the Khe Sanh area.
After Marine units moved out
of Khe Sanh and into the sur-
rounding terrain, they discov-
ered hundreds of North Viet-
namese bodies in shallow
graves. Also uncovered were
numerous enemy supply caches
containing quantities of weap-
ons, ammaunition, uniforms and
equipment.

In the first few days of Oper-
ation Pegasus, Marine units
uncovered an impressive list of
enemy supplies and equipment
that included 727 individual
weapons, 173 crew-served weap-
ons, more than 5,000 mortar
rounds, 6,500 grenades, 77,000
small arms rounds, 125 mines
and 630 rocket rounds.
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Rough 31-Hour Mission

. Springs,

Recon Team In Narrow Escape

PHU BAI—A nine-man Marine r X
Army (NVA) regulars to “caich us if you can,” during a 3i-hour mission.
The NVA chased the Marines through the jungles south of Phu Bai, but all the enemy received

1t

J

By Cpl. Tom Donlon
i team ch

for their troubles were 10 of their own dead.

It began when

a trail to within 30 ‘meters of
where a trie of the Marines
were refrieving a Claymore
mine,

Staff Sergeant Jack Mathis,
(2407 Kaiser Dr., San Antenio,
Tex.) the patrol leader; Cor-
poral George Fell, (2120 W.
Colorado Ave., Colorade
Colo.) and Private
First Class George Brice, (RD
4, Washington, Pa.) were re-
trieving the Claymore they had
planted the night before.

“Five of them walked up to
us,” recalled Fell. “We dropped
four of them right away and
know we seriously wounded the
fifth.”

“I saw them scattering,” said
Cpl. Joseph Murphy, 21 (1808
Saint Clair Rd., New Cumber-
land, Pa.) “and one of them
was a monster. He was huge.
Must have been 6-foot-2!"

Mathis, Fell and Brice hur-
riedly finished their job of re-
trieving the mine.

Five more Communist troops
were then seen moving up the
trail. They were joined by
others who poured a heavy vol-
ume of small arms and auto-
matic weapons fire in on the
Leathernecks.

The recon team answered with
its own fire. The team’s ma-
chine gunner, Pfc. James Hill,
{207 S. Craig St., Pittsburgh,
Pa.) cut loose with 300 rounds
of M-60 machinegun fire.. .

“I burnt my wrist on the
barrel and I didn’t even know
it,”” recalled Hill. I didn’t have
time to think about it till we
got back to Phu Bai. Then it
hurt.”

Two more enemy troops were
killed in the heavy exchange
between the Leathernecks and
the communists. Still the enemy
kept crowding the Marines.

“It was. a running firefight
from there on in. We had to get
out of there,”” explained Fell.
“We had a whole company on
our tail and we had just nine
quys.”

“Now, if wed have had ten
we'd have been able to chase
them out of the wvalley!” he
smiled.

It was the enemy company,

the Leatherneck recon team, eight Marines and one Navy corpsman from the 4th
Pit., 1st Force Reconnaissance Co., 1st Reconnaissance Bn., were inserted inte the eastern Fa Trach
River Valley area, They were {0 make a surveillance of enemy operations in the valley.

The next morning, the leathernecks made contact with the ememy. Five enemy soldiers walked up

a company of Norith Vietnamese

however, that was planning to
do the chasing.

The Leathernecks
the enemy to catch them.

“Our packs were a little on
the heavy side,” said Cpl. John
Plount, (231 Marengo Ave., Al
hambra, Calif.). “We normally
carry 75-pound packs so we had
to lighten them to travel fast-
er.””

Two more communist soldiers
were killed when Plount saw
them moving toward the Leath-
erneck position.

“They were only about 10

Fail d

meters from ‘me but I could

hardly see them,” he said. “The
brush was that thick. I got two
of them and there was a third.
I don’t know if I killed him
but he was groaning and I could
hear him trying to get away.”

The Marines set off a harass-
ing gas grenade.

“The grenade shut the door
on the enemy,” said Plount.
“Or at least it shut it long
enough for us to get started
pushing through the jungle to
a landing zone (LZ) where we
could be extracted.”

With Fell' and Brice taking
turns clearing a path through
the dense jungle with a X-bar
knife, the recon team moved out.

“It took about two hours to
get to the LZ,” estimated Pfe.
Charles Bickum (2002 Montour
St., Philadelphia, Pa.).
“Behind us we could hear A
enemy -beating the bush for us
trying to catch up,” said Plount.
“They were there . . , 10 meters
. . . 20 meters . . . 30 meters.
They were there the whole time
trying to catch wus.”

Thirty meters from the LZ
two more enemy troops weére
spotted and killed.

A “Sea Knight’ helicopter ap-

proached the LZ to pick up the

recon team. Two gunships pro-
vided fire support. L

The Leathernecks rushed on-
board the ”’Sea Knight” with
each member taking a window
and opening up- on the enemy
troops that had been closing in
on them. Mathis, the patrol
leader, and Murphy, the team’s
primary radio man, were the
last two men on.

heNorth Vietnamese Army (NVA)

‘‘We got up in the air,” said
Hill, “and all those enemy
troops were just standing up,
trying to ‘ding’ us. We took off
over a hillside and that whole
hillside opened up on us! Then
across fhe river, there was still
more lead being poured inat us.
Every enemy soldier in the
area must have been trying tfo
get us.’”’

Except for minor shrapnel
wounds received by Mathis and
the burnt wrist suffered by Hill,
the nine-man team was unin-
jured.

Mathis® T-shirt had been
sprayed full of holes during
the initial contact with the ene-
my, Mathis had left it ona
branch at the patrol base to dry
and had grabbed it when the
team prepared to move out.

“If I'd been in it,”" noted
‘Mathis, “I'd have been drilled
full of holes.””

~ Leathernecks
Fight NVA
Near Their CP

By Sgt. Robert M. Bayer

DA NANG ~ Leathernecks of
the 1st Marine Division had to
fight through their own com-
mand pest recently to drive out

sappers who breached the de- -

fensive lines of the 3rd Amphibi- 13 Nang.

COMBAT THIRST—Lance Corporal Daniel W. Magner, (Lansing,
Mich.), a grenadier with the 2nd Platoon of “E” Co., 2/7 pauses
to take a-lopg drink during Operation- -Allen Brook, southwest of --

(Photo by Cpl. A.V. Huffman)

an Tractor Bn., south of Da

Rae e wom e L@CIThernecks Foil

north and south under,;cover of
mortar fire, the sappers crawled
through the defensive barbed
wire. The NVA attacking the
northern perimeter were driven
back by Marines before they
could get inside the camp.

The communists assaulting eight Marines i

NVA Attempt at Bridge

By Sgt. Mike Stokey
PHU RAI—Taking the bridge must have looked easy to a
platoon of North Vietnamese Army soldiers when they saw only
the vital p

northwest of Hue.

from the south managed to de-
stroy two Leatherneck bunkers
and moved to the AmTrac park-
ing area inside the command
post. Some vehicles were dam-
aged or destroyed with satchel
charges and rocket propeiled
grenades before Marines couid
drive the NVA form the area.

their early morning aitack.

while, the rest of the enemy
force advanced toward the
bridge from the east.

As the sky lit up, the enemy

T

e B
LOOK AT THE EYE

S—Queen of Peace orphans display a variety

of emotions after receiving gift toys from Edmonds, Wash., gram-
mar school second graders. The plnythings‘were sent to a service-

man assigned to Vietnam R

E texs in

Cholon, and were taken to the children living at the Queen of Peace

Orphanage, Saigon..

{Regional Exchange Photo)

Life-Light Saves Marine
Radioman at Dong Ha

By Sgt. T. E. Kingry

QUANG TRI—A young Marine radio operator was the subject
of a daring night rescue by helicopters of Marine Aircraft Group-39
(MAG-39) in action north of fhe Cua Viet river near Dong Ha.
The radioman, & member of the 4th Marine Regiment, had become
cut off from his unit by enemy troops.

The ground Marine was ablie to contact an O-1C Bird Dog by
radio. The plane, in turn, radiced MAG-39 at Quang Tri. Two
Huey gunships of Marine Observation Sguadron-6, led by Capt
Dennis W. Price, were soon enroute to the scene.

The radioman, meanwhile, was being pursued by the enemy
and was having a difficult time trying to move to a suitable pickup
peint while avoiding detection.

As the gunships orbited overhead, the radioman could not
move to a suitable pickup zone due to the position of the enemy
troops. .

Soon darkness came, providing the radioman more freedom
of movement without being detected by the enemy. However, he
encountered another severe problem: the helos were not able to
see him without some night signaling device and the radioman did
not have a flashlight or flare.

" _The problem was solved in short order, however, when the lead
helo pilot turned on his landing lights and advised the lost radioman
to guide the light to his position on the ground.

. The radioman nervously talked the helicopter down through
sporadic ground fire to his position. A weary Marine .scrambled
aboard as the helo lifted safely out of the zone and headed for
Quang Tri. .
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The “A’” Co., 27th Marine Regiment, Ist Marine Division Ma-
rines proved them wrong within minutes when the enemy launched

At 3:30 a.n., the enemy point man set off a trail flare as be
Jed half of the platoon toward the west side of the bridge. Mean-

v

.

pounded the bridge with BAO‘

rockets and mortar barrages.

An eerie touch was added te
the battle when the rest of the
NVA assaulted. They all started
laughing and screaming.

‘It was crazy,”’ recalled Pvit.
Martin A. Alverez, (114 Candle
St., Highland Park, Mich.).
“They just kept laughing and
coming toward us. They didn't
‘even seem to know what was
happening. kit was as if the entire
(NVA) platoon was high on
dope.”

Alverez kilied one NVA as the
cnemy force began cutting the
concextina wire around the peri-
meter.

The enemy attempts fared no
better on the opposite side of
the bridge.

LCpl. Anthony Licciardo, Jr,,
(4 Livingston St., Lowell, Mass.),
killed two more NVA as they
advanced to hurl grenades.

Pfc. Robert E. Dennis, (227 S,
Washington Ave., Cedarburg,
Wisc.), armed with- a M79°
grenade launcher, killed another
enemy soidier who was about to
fire a rocket.

Artillery was requested and
15mm howitzer rounds started
bombarding the perimeter.

Suddenly, the NVA stopped
their laughter and scrambled to
gather their casualties. Shortly
thereafter, the enemy began to
retreat. .

A
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jets crossed the DMZ to attack the
red coast artillery sites in the
southernmost part of NVN.

_Also in SVN, the Saigon govt's
frail network of railroads has
been dealt another blow by the VC
guerrillas who used a floating
mine to blow up a railroad span
over a river 10 mi from the big US
base at Camranh Bay, The destruc-
tion of the bridge severed the
rail link between Phan Rang and
Nha Trang, the Hq of US Special
Forces troops.

VC CUT VITAL ROUTE 4

Near Saigon, VC sappers recent-
ly succeeded in cutting another
vital transportation link, this
one with the rice-rich Mekong
Delta. [FILM CLIP]

DON WEBSTER: Highway 4 is the
most important road in SVN, The
VC on several occasions in the
past have been able to close it
but never before have they done
as complete a job as this. They've
blown about 150 feet from the Ben
Luc bridge, virtually severing the
Mekong Delta from Saigon. The re-
sulting traffic jam demonstrated
how crucial Highway 4 is. About
half the country's population
lives in the Delta,

The Mekong Delta is by far the
country's richest rice-producing
area. Route 4 has been the only
major route for much of that rice
to get into Saigon, and rice, of
course, is the staple of the VNese
diet, In the past, the price of
rice in Saigon has fluctuated ac-
cording to whether Route 4 has
been open or closed, SVNese troops
were supposed to be guarding that
bridge when the VC blew it up; 5
soldiers died in the explosion,

The US has shallow-draft boats
in the Delta,..As soon as the
bridge was blown, they moved en
masse down the Ben Luc river, but
it was probably too late for them
to do anything.

Within hours after the Ben Luc
bridge was blown, SVNese engineers
were hard at work building a temp-
orary floating bridge to replace
it, The speed with which they
moved to start work in this tra-
ditionally slow-moving country is
evidence of how important the
road is,

Reconstruction of the original
Ben Luc bridge will be handled by
a big American construction com-
pany in SVN, but the quick con-
struction of this temporary bridge
is entirely a SVNese operation,
although the materials being used,
including the inflatable pontoons,
are American made, and these engi-
neers have had US instruction in
bridge-building, but putting up a
temporary bridge across a river
the size of the Ben Luc is a form-
idable job. This is a simple con-
test of skills; the skill of the
VC at blowing up a bridge, against
the skill of the SVNese in replac-
ing it,

NO ASSURANCE FROM SOVIET ON PLANE

6:00 PM: NEWS FOUR, WRC-TV

BILL LITTAUER: The State Dept
Teports that Soviet Premier Kosygin
has given no assurances of a prompt
return of the American airliner
forced down in the Kuriles Islands,
Kosygin told US Amb Llewellyn
Thompson that the incident is under
investigation, The plane carried
214 servicemen and 17 crewmen on a
flight to Viet Nam via Japan,

Earlier today, a Defense Dept
spokesman gave this report on the
incident: [FILM CLIP OF RICHARD
FRYKLUND REPORT].

US ASKS RETURN OF DC-8 TRANSPORT

6:00 PM: NEWSNIGHT, WTQP-TV

STEPHEN GEER: The US govt has
asked the Soviet Union to return
the Seaboard Airlines DC-8 trans-
port that was forced to land in the
Kuriles islands north of Japan last
night. Bound for Japan with 231
aboard, the jet airliner was carry-
ing 214 soldiers, sailors and AF
men scheduled for VN duty, It appar
ently strayed off course and was in
the vicinity of the Soviet-owned
islands when it was intercepted by
Mig fighters, who forced it down.
The Soviet government said that it
was investigating.,

BATTLE POSITIONS IN DMZ POUNDED

In VN newly discovered NVNese
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battle positions in the northern
half of the DMZI were pounded today
during five raids flown by B-52
bombers. It was the first time in
two months that the giant planes
had ranged outside the borders of
SVN.

B-52'S POUND RED SHORE BATTERIES

6:30 PM: EVENING NEWS, CBS-TV

HARRY REASONER: US B-52's
heavily bombed parts of both north
and South Viet Nam today. The
raids on the north were the first
in almost two months and were
part of attacks in and just north
of the DMZ. The targets were pri-
marily communist artillery batter-
ies which had been shelling US
vessels operating offshore. Other
B-52 formations bombed enemy con-
centrations just east and north-
west of Saigon, hoping to stop any
major attack on the capital, ru-
mored for later this month,

Evidence of increased enemy
troop movement around Saigon came
in a battle 30 mi NW of the city,
US paratroopers intercepted at
least 38 of them; 22 Americans
were wounded, 15 Americans were
awarded battle citations, includ-
ing four Silver Stars on the spot.

15T DIV_ARMOR COMBS FOR VC

TONY SARGENT (NEAR SAIGON):
The VC have been leaving Saigon
pretty much alone lately, maybe
because they are lying low, pre-
paring for another big offensive,
Or it may be that men like these
of the 1st Div have been making
them keep their heads down. Two
tanks lead a column of armored
personnel carriers out of the Bn
command post, They move toward
the area they are assigned to comb
for enemy rockets and for the VC
themselves,

A 50 cal MG is kept ready atop
each vehicle as they roll and
bounce through the ravines and
undergrowth like a slow motion
Jboat ride before a storm. The .
storm these men have to expect is
a VC attempt to ambush them. The
undergrowth is thick enough, and
only this year, the VC in this
area have become well enough armed
to stop a tank,

A key man in planning the
searches in this area of opera-.
tions is Col Norman Allen. (FILM)

"~ Q: Col Allen, what is the mis-
sion of your unit out here?

A: In simple terms, the mission
is to find rockets in the southern
portion of the operations, which
is within rocket range of Saigon;
to locate the crews which are dis-
persed in the area and to destroy
them and to interdict the movement
of major VC forces into the Saigon
area, to make contact with them
and to destroy them,

Q: Doesn't this result in a lot
of casualties on your side as
well?

A: I take about 80% of my cas-
ualties within the first two or
three minutes of the engagement,
Yes, unfortunately, statistics are
grim, and we do take casualties,

Q: But the ratio is always fav-
orable to your side?

A: Not always, Sometimes he 1s
well dug in and we're moving
across an open rice paddy, come up
to a dike and he opens up on us
with automatic weapons and he can
hurt us pretty bad. In the long
haul, though, he pays a terrible
price for his efforts,

SARGENT: The most risky part of
any patrol must be done on foot,
The troops leave the armored col-
umn and sweep outward through an
area where other elements of their
unit battled the VC only the night
before, Leaders of the foot patrol
confer before returning to the
amored column and turning to
another area as skies darken be-
fore the daily monsoon rains, Some-
times these men get shot at and
sometimes they only get rained on,
but people in downtown Saigon are
a lot safer because they are on
patrol.

HARRY REASONER: While patrols
and bombers sought out the enemy
around Saigon, a VC demolition
team cut a Key supply route south
of the city,

[REPEAT OF DON WEBSTER REPORT
ON BEN LUC BRIDGE INCIDENT].

- REASONER: _ Soviet. Premier ___ |
Alexei Kosygin would give no as-
surances today of the prompt re-
lease of the jetliner forced by
Soviet jet fighters to land in
the Kuriles yesterday.
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OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC A
WASHINGTON, D.C. - 20301

NO. 608-08 ﬁ.}y

Oxford 50192 (Irfo.)
0¥ford 73189 \Coples

PLEASE NOTE DATE

FOR THE PRESS: July 1, 1968

Secretary of Defenge Clark M, Clifford today signed the following CT{Z
memorandum to all civilian employees of the Department of Defense: T

WEMORANDUM FOR ALL EMPLOYEES g M
SUBJECT: Equal Employment Opportunity for Civilian Fmployees of the K
Department of Defense pg:/

T wish to reaffirm that the principle of equal employment opportunity
without regard to race, creed, color, or national origin, must and will
continue to command total support throughout the Department of Defense.

Under the Executive Orders of President Johnson and his predecessors, = B
T am pleased to report that significant progress has been made toward
achieving fairer and more effective utilization of the many skills and e
talents of minority group civilian employees. We recognize, however, '[‘“”"““'
that more remains to be done, The high priority requirement for further . -~
. progress in equal employment opportunity will have my psrsonal and e
earnest attention, e
Progress toward full equality in employment opportunity requires more thani
policy statements. Continuous affirmative efforts are essential at all |77~
levels of command, supervision, and management. Our programs for equality ==
in recruitment, career development, promotion, and in all other aspects
of civilian employment must be characterized by positive, creative
attitudes and actions., Such an approach will take into account the nsed
to help overcome the effects of past prejudices and ineguities.

The one million civilians in the Depariment of Defense work together
ceaselessly to preserve America's freedom. In carrying out our mission,
we must strive also to strengthen the individual freedom of opportunity
which in our society and in this Department is the entitlement of every
member, I shall spare no effort in the attainment of this vital goeal.
expect every official, supervisor, and employee of this Departuwent to

do likewise.
d@

/s/ Clark ¥. Clifford

END
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NEWS RELEASE

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON, D.C. - 2030]

PLEASE NOTE DATE

¥0. 601-68
OXford 50192 (Info.)
IMMEDIATE RELEASE July 1, 1968 (Xford 73189 (Copies)

DCA AWARDS WESTERN UNTON CONTRACT
FOR MCDERNIZATION OF NINE CENTERS

The Defense Communications Agency (DCA) has awarded a contract to the
Western Union Telegraph Company for the modernization of a portion of
AUTCDIN (Automatic Digital Network).

AUTODIN is a data transmission and switching network and is an
essential part of the Defense Communications System.

DCA awarded the contract through its Defense Commercial Communications
Office (DECCO), Scott Air Force Base, Illinois, which will service the
contract. It calls for estimated monthly recurring use charges of
$595,000, which includes amortization and operating expenses.

The Western Union Telegraph Company will invest approximately
$20,000,000 in' this project, with the RCA Corporation and Control Data
Corporation participating as subcontractors.

The project will include replacement of some equipment at all nine
of the AUTCDIN centers which are presently being provided by Western Union.
These centers are located at: Albany, Georgia; Andrews Alr Force Base,
Maryland; Fort Detrick, Maryland; Gentile Air Force Station, Chio; Hancock
Alr Force Station, New York; MeClellan Air Force Base, Californiaj Norton
Air Force Base, California; Tinker Air Force Base, (klahoms; and Wahiawa,
©o it

Equipment to be installed will consist mostly of communications data
processes, memory units and tape stations,

Completion of this modernization project will improve the operational
efficiency, improve the reliability of operations and will reduce power

and air-conditioning requirements at each center.

The first site is scheduled for completion by September 30, 1969, with
the last site completed by March 15, 1971,

END
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NEWS RELEASE

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PUBLIC AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, D.C. - 20301

PLEASE NOTE DATE

TMMEDTATE RELEASE July 1, 1968 q0. 599-68
- O¥ford 7-513L (Iafo,)
Oxford 7-3189 (Copies)

SENTINEL LOGISTICS COMMAND TO BE
LOCATED IN HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

The recently established U.S. Avuy Sentinel Logistics Command (SENLOG) will
be located in Huntsville, Alabama.

SENLOG, organized April 15,1968, at a temporary location in Washington, D.C,,
is a major subordinate command of the U.S. Army Materiel Command (USAMC). Its
mission is to provide logistical support to the Sentinel System, the Comnunist
Chinese-oriented antiballistic missile system approved for deployment last
September. - SENLOG's responsibilities include all aspects of inventory managerent
and maintenance engineering functions requirsd to support the Sentinel Systen,

Huntsville is the location of the Sentinel System Command, the field agency
of the, Sentinel System organization charged with development, acquisition and
installation of the antiballistic missils system.

Flements of other U.S. Army agencles involved with deployment of the Sentinel
Sysiem are also located in the Huntsville area.

SENLOG, headed by Brigadier General Mahlon E. Gates, presently consisting
of a small planning staff, is expected to move from Washingten, D.C., to Huntsville
later this summer. The command has an authorized strength of 109 persomnel which
is expected to increase substantially over the next few years,

END
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" CURRENT N E WS

By GENE ROBERTS

Rpecial to The New York Timey
‘ SAIGON, South Vietnam, July
1—This moming, as they do
;every morning, representatives
of the United States command
placed a hefty stack of mimeo-
graphed press statements on a
table in a Government building
in downtown Saigon.

One item told of a battle 46
miles north of Saigon in which
two United States infantrymen
were killed and four wounded.
Although the battle took place
at 9 AM. yesterday, news cor-
respondents — including any,
who might have witnessed it—|
were forbidden to say how
many had been killed and
wounded until the statement
appeared on the table.

The battle was only a routine
notice in a routine report, but
it illustrated how the militaty's
“ground rules” for press cov-
erage apply. The ground rules
set forth 15 categories of infor-
mation — including  United
States casualties— that cannot
be reported until a formal an-
nouncement is made in Saigon.

Last week the ground rules
were dramatized when John
Carroll, The Baltimore Sun’s
correspondent, wrote that the
United States was in the proc-
ess of abandoning its garrison
at Rhesanh after successfully
defending it for three months
earlier this year against the
longest enemy siege of the war,

Press Card Was Lifted

Brig. Gen, Winant Sidle, chief
of information for the military,
command, ruled that Mr. Car-

bidg discussion of troop move-
ments until they have been
“cleared” by the military. He
guspended Mr, Carroll's mili-
tary accreditation card for an
indefinite period, effectively
preventing him from talking
with military and embassy of-
ficials and barring him from
military transportation.

How sweeping are the ground
rules? Do they prevent the
press from relaying facts a
reader in the United Staies
‘would need to reach a solid
oplnion on the conduct of the
war? Do they prevent the en-
emy from getting information
that would jeopardize the lives
of allied troops.

In broad terms, the rules are
designed to deny the enemy in-
formation about tactics, troops
movements, air steikes, supply
levels, future plans, and casual-
ties and damage caused by
enemy attack.

The commanders here reason,
for example, that if the enemy
forces knew that rocket attacks

| CONTINUED PAGE 2

'roll had violated a rule that for-]
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U.S., Russia Agree
On Missile Talks

By Carroll Kilpatrick
‘Washington Post Stafl Writer

President Johnson an-
nounced yesterday that
agreement had heen reached
with the Soviet Union to he-
gin “in the nearest future”
discussions on the limita-

tion of both offensive and de-
fensive nuclear weapons,

The President’s declaration
followed by a few hours a
statement in Moscow by So-
viet Premier Kosygin that
Russia would make proposals
for a nine-point disarmament
program when the 18nation
disarmament committee recon-
venes in Geneva July 16.

Both leaders made their an-
nouncements at signing cere-
monies for the Nuclear Non-
proliferation Treaty. In all, 57
nations signed the treaty yes-
terday in Maoscow, London or
Washington.

Previous Statement

Once before, on March 2,
1967, President Johnson an-
nounced that the Soviet Union
had agreed to discuss with the
United States ways to limit
the arms race in offensive and
defensive nuclear weapons.

But not until last week,
when Soviet Foreign Minister
Andrei Gromyko said his gov.
ernment was ready lo discuss
the limitation of both kinds of
weapons, was the way cleared
for agreement on talks.

Even now, the precise time
and place are in doubt, Ameri
can offictals were not certain
whether the talks would be
held in Geneva, They believed
they may be held in Moscow,
with only representatives of
the two largest nuclear powers
present.

Suggested in 1964

The first move toward nego-
tiations for nuclear arms limi-
tations came from President
Johnson in January 1964 in a
letter to then Soviet Premier
Khrushchev, White House offi-
cials said.

When it became known
nearly two years ago that Rus-
sia was building an anti-bailis-
tic missile system around Mos-
cow, new efforts were made to
begin talks on limitation.

But the Soviets, while indi-

CONTINUED PAGE 2
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REPORT U7,
HAS EDGE IN

BY FRED FARRAR

United States will go into talks
with the Soviet Union on the
limitation and reduction of
offensive and defensive nuclear
weapons with a clear edge over
the Russians in the number of
deliverable nuclear warheads.

It also has more intercon-
tinental ballistic missiles, more
submarine-based ballistie
missiles, and more intercon-
tinental bombers.

ABM System Not Started

But it does not have a
fractional orbital bombardment

Nor has the United States
begun to deploy an anti-ballistic
missile [ABM] defense as
Russia has, altho funds to start
the deployment of such a
system were approved last
week by the Senate.

With President Johnson’s an-
nouncement today of an agree-
ment between the United States
and the Soviet Union to start
talks “in the nearest future'
this is how the two sides stand
in numbers of nuclear weapons
and the means of delivering
them:

According to figures quoted
by former Secretary of Defense
Robert McNamara early this
year in his' annual military
posture statement, the United
States had a total of 1,710
missiles capable of hitting the
Soviet Union as of last October,

€56 Aboard Polaris Subs

Of these, 1,054 are land-based
and 656 are aboard nuclear
powered Polaris submarines
constantly prowling the seas
within range of the heartlands

CONTINUED PAGE 3

SOVIET TALKS

Acts on Interception in the
Kuriles of Craft With 214
on Way to Vietnam

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 1—The
United States asked the Soviet
Union today for the immediate
return of a DC-8 commescial

aircraft, its crew and 214
[Chicage Tribune Press Service] United States servicemen forced
Washington, July 1—Thelio land yesterday in the Kurile

Islands of the Soviet Union.

The State Department and
the Defense Department have
said that the plane had “ap-
parently strayed off course”
north of Japan before it was
intercepted., Under charter to
the Military Airlift Command,
the airliner was carrying
soldiers, sailors and airmen for
duty in Vietnam.

From the United States point
of view, as expressed by one
White House aide, there is no
reason why onme “unfortunate

system [FOBS], which the [incident” should interfere with
soviets are believed to be|progress being made with the
intensively testing. Soviet Union -on other issues,

notably the agreement to open
talks on limiting the two coun-
tries” stockpiles of offensive
and defensive missiles.

Ignored by Johnson

President Johnson did not
mention the plane incident to-
day when he announced the
imminent opening of missile
talks.

Word that the plane, op-
srated by Seaboard World Air-
ines, had been ordered to land
on the island of Iturup reached
Washington late yesterday. |

Secretary of State Dean Rusk;
sromptly telephoned the Sowet‘
Ambassador, Anatoly F. Dobry-:
nin, officials said, to explam‘
the incident and ask for the’
safe and immediate return of
the plane and personnel.

The Secretary wag said to
have discussed the situation
with other Government officials
duting the night and drafted
instructions to the United
States Ambassador in Moscow,
Llewellyn E. Thompson, totake

CONTINUED PAGE 2
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on a base had seriously hurt the
allies, they might order a
ground attack in an effort to
overrun the base while it was
at its weakest. On the other
hand, if they found out that
the attack had done little
damage, he might caneel a
lanned assault that would

ve pitted him against a
superfor force.

Before a newsman can be-
come accredited by the United
States command, he has to
sign a statement that he will
abide by the rules. Few if any
correspondents object to sign-
ing. For the most part they
look upon the rules as a Rea-
sonable alternative to censor-
ship, which has not been im-
posed in this war.

‘Right to Proteet Itself’

“An army has a right to
protect itself,” says a French
reporter who is not in sym-
pathy with the American posi-
tlon here, “I think the ground
rules are fair. They may delay
you a bit in telling the story
to your readers, but you can
tell it eventually, If there were
censorship, the censors could
edit out anything embarrassing
to the United States.”

Most of the more than 500
accredited correspondents here

appear to share that as-
sessment.

“The ground rules work
pretty well,” General Sidle

says. “The press, as a whole,
tries to abide by them.”
“Ground rules are common
sense,” he adds. “All a re-
porter has to do is ask himself,
‘will this help the enemy?”
Although reporters have lit-
tle quarrel with the rules,
there are sporadic objections

The loudest complaints came
in April, when the Americans
moved into the Ashau Valley
in one of the war's major oper-
ations but refused to let news-
men say they were thers until
the operation was 11 days old.
Notmally, the military an-
nounce an operation after the

to the way they are applied.}

second or third day.

Several newsmen suspected
the command of having em-
bargoed the operation to avoid
‘| “embarrassing” the United
States while it was frying to
get peace talks under way.
Still others maintained that
|there was no valid military
'reason for not writing that the
Americans were in Ashau in-
as much as the enemy was
shooting at them,

Last week Mr. Carroll made
much the same argument after
reporting the Khesanh with-
drawal. He went to Khesanh
and saw marines disassembling
the metal runway and dyna-
miting bunkers. He said he be-
came convinced that enemy
troops could see all this from
nearby positions, so that there
was no valid military reason for
withholding the report.

Information officers counter
that they are in a better posi-
tion than newsmen to decide
when information will benefit
the epmemy. One high-ranking
information officer conceded
thGt there was at jeast a 50
per cent chance that Mr. Car-
roll was right, but added that
when there was even " he slight-
est chance that the enemy did
not know, it was best not to tell
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U.5.,RUSSIA AGREE
ON MISSILE TALK3

Continued
cating interest in talks, de-
layed, When the United Na-
tions General Assembly last
month formally approved the
draft of the nonproliferation
treaty it called on the nuclear
powers to seck further arms
limitations.

“Discussion of this most
complex subject will not he
easy,” the President said yes-
terday. “We have no illusions
that it will be. 1 know the
stubborn, patient persistence
it has required to get this far.”

But he said he believed the
same “spirit of accommoda-
tion” that brought ahout
agreement on the nonprolifer-
ation treaty “can bring us {o a
good and fruitful result,”

The signing of the nonproli-
feration treaty, the President
said, “keeps alive and active
the impulse foward a safer
world.”

Declaring that recent years
“have been fruit{ul times for
the quiet works of diplomacy,”
he recalled: the agreements
reached on the limited test
ban treaty, the treaty barring
weapons from outer space and
the treaty creating a nuclear-
free zone in Latin Amcziea.

“The march of mankind is
toward the summit—not the
chasm,” Mr. Johnson said.

Most conspicuously absent
from yesterday’s signing cere-
monies were France and Com-
munist China. They have indi-
cated they will not approve
the treaty.

Secretary of State Dean
Rusk, who signed for the
United States, called the
treaty “a major step” toward a
rational world.

Ambassador  Anatoliy F.
Dobrynin, who signed for Rus-
sia in the White House cere-
mony, called the document

“an important international
agreement” marking “signifi-
cant progress,”

The treaty is “one more

practical step toward limiting I

the arms race,” he said.

Sir Patrick Dean, the Brit-
ish Ambassador, hailed the|
treaty as “another measure for
control of weapons of mass de-
struction.”

Mr. Johnson said the trealy
would commit the nations that
do not have nuclear weapons
not to produce or receive
them in the fulure; assure
that all nations henefit from
the atom, and commit the nu
clear powers 10 move forward
“toward effective measures of|
arms control and disarma-
ment.”

The treaty “enhances the se-
curity of all nations by signifi-
cantly reducing the danger of
nuclear war among nations,”
the President said.

He promised that when the
treaty is ratified the United
States will permit the Interna-
tional Atomie Energy Agency
“to apply its safeguards to zll
nuclear  activities in  the
United States—excluding only
thoge with direct national ze-
eurity significance.”

He said this demonstrates
that the United States “is not
asking any country to accept,
any safrzo- oo are not
willing to accept ourselves.

Sen John J, Sparkman (D-
Ala), acting chairman of
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, announced that
hearings en the nonprolifera-
tion treaty would begin next
week. Chairman J. W, Ful
brigh! is in Arkapsas cam-
paigning.

Sparkman said the Foreign
Relations Committee and the
Senatc members of the Joint
Atomic Energy Committee
would meet jointly to consider
the treaty.

him,

The command contends that
troops are especially vulner-
able to attack when withdraw-
ing. At the time of the Ashau
operation, it maintained that
the enemy had ne way of
knowing how many men the
United States would ultimately
commit.

The command’s position was

that the tone of press reports
might indicate that more troops
were on their way and that the
operation was to become a ma-
jor one. It ultimately involved
two United States divisions,
plus several South Vietnamese
batallions.
_ The command agreed to pub-
lication on the 11th day of the
operation only because Joseph
Alsop, the cclumnist, an-
nounced it from Washington,
A strong advocate of United
States involvement in Vietnam,
e was hever disciplined for
having broken the embargo.

Military men contend that

for the most part they have
tended to give reporters the
benefit of the doubt in en-

forcing the ground rules. Gen-

eral“sidla sayd that accredita-

2

tion cards have been suspended
only four times since 1966,
when the rules were written,
and that it is customary to re-
accredit after 30 days.

“An awful lot of odds and
ends get out that are helpful
to the enemy,” according to
General Sidle, “but you can't
have ground rules for every-
thing.”

Although he helieves the
enemy is assisted unwittingly
by newspapers, he has not ad-
vocated censorship, saying:

“I don’t see how it would
work, How do you keep a guy
from going to Hong Kong to
file his story. And {f the United
States {inposed vensorshift, this
wouldn't affect foreign news-
men. How are you golng to
censor television films??

For itg part, the press corps
is less concerned over not re-
porting all it knows at the
earliest possible moment than
it is over the possibility that
it may not be getting all per-
tinent battla information, Re-
porters often ss wrong in
trying to anticipate looming
battles, so they depend on the
daily military communiqué.

U.S. BIDS MOSCOW
RETURN TRCOF JET
Co g
thecaseupwiththeSoviet
Government at the highest
evel. .

Mr. Thompson "ralsed the
matter briefly today with Pre-
mier Aleksei N. Kosygin at
the Moscow ceremony for the
singing of the treaty banning
the spread of nuclear weapons,
At that time, the Premier told
him that the case was “under
investigation.”

It is thought here that by
returning the plane with the
soldiers, sailors and airman
bound for duty in Vietnam, the
Soviet Union could be vulner-
able to criticism from Com-
munist China, North Vietnam
and the Vietcong. )

On the other hand, by hold-
ing the plane and the service-
men, the Soviet leaders would
be committing a major provoca-
tion to the United States:ad-
ministration. "

The most obvious coupter-
move available to.the United
States might be suspension of
the civil air agreement for
Moscow-New  York  direct
flights - that was expected to
go into effect this month. -

Responsible United States of-
ficials declined to speculate on
these possibilities until some
clearer impression of the So-
viet attitude could be iearned.

The four-engine jet was fly-
ing from McChord Air Force
Rase in Seattle to Camranh Bay,
Souilr Vietnam, with a sched-
uled refueling in Japan,

The Defense department said
the plane had apparently
strayed 80 to 100 miles off
course and flown into Soviet
girspace. According to the
pilot's radioed messages, Te-
ported by the Pentagon, Soviet
MIG . fighters intercepted the
airliner and forced it to-land
at a Soviet air base on Iturup
Island.

At 7:39 P.M. Eastern day-
light time, 22 minutes after the
first message of Soviet inter-
ference had come from the
aircraft, the pilot, Joseph Toso-
lini, radioed that he had landed
safely. Three minutes later, Mr.
Tosolini said he had shut down
hig engines. That was the last
word from the aircraft to reach
the United States.

Soviet Silent So Far
Spectal to The New York Times

MOSCOW, July 1 — Llewel-
lyn E. Thompson, the United
States ambassador, urged Pre-
mier Aleksei N. Kosygin today
to release the American plane.
The Soviet Premier replied that
the incident was under in-
vestigation. The Soviet press
has not yet reported the in-
cident,

The ambassador’s represent-
ation was made at a ceremony
for the signing of the treaty
barring ‘s spread of nuclear
WERPOLLS. o

Despite apprehension  that
the incident might cloud
Soviet-United States relations
at a crucial moment, the at-
mosphere at the ceremony was
strikingly cordial.

Mr. Kosygin made no men-
tion of the plane incident in
remarks at the ceremony. The
Premier, Foreign  Minister
Andrei A, Gromyko and Mar-
shal Andrel A. Grechko, the
Defense Minfster, were affable
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and - smiling during conversa-
tion, *
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~o BEFORT U,S, HAS

EDGE IN SOVIET
TALKS ~ Cont'd

. of Russia and Red China.

The Russians, according to
McNamara, possessed a total
of 750 nuclear tipped missiles,
with only 30 of them being
submarine based.

McNamara said that the
United States had 697 intercon-
tinental bombers compared to
155 for the Soviet Union.

4,500 Deliverable Warheads

As far as deliverable nuclear
warheads, McNamara said that
the United States possessed
approximately 4,500 while the
Russians had about 1,000,

However, many o most of
the Russian warheads are
believed to be more powerful
than ours, thereby possibly

canceling some of our numeri- |:

cal superiority.

At the time, McNamara
noted that the Russian fleet of
intercontinental missiles had
grown from 340 a year earlier

and could be expected to keep |

growing in the next few years,
altho at a slower rate.

So the number of Russian
missiles probably has increased
since last October.

Meanwhile, the number of
American missiles had re-
mained unchanged as late as
Feb. 5, but this counfry is in
the process of replacing its
first generation Minuteman 1
land based missile with the
more sophisticated Minuteman
3

The Minuteman 3 will be able|
{0 carry multiple nuclear war-
heads, as will the Poseidon
missile now being developed for|
Polaris subs,
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Ho’s Thanks

.
Transmitted
NEW YORK, July 1 (UPI) —
President Ho Chi Minh of
North Vietnam has asked an
American newsman to “convey
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Pentagon Is Set to Kill Project
For a Deep-Diving Quiet Sub

By Ted Sell
Los Angeles Times

The Defense Department,
over strenuous Navy objec-
iions, is about to kill a project
to build a deep-diving quict
submarine which Navy offi-
cers say is necessary to guard
against Soviet missile-launch-
lng submarines.

The cancellation is expected
Wednesday, it was learned. It
will come after $50 million of
$125 million authorized by
Congress last year for the pro-
jeot already had been obli-
gated.

The Navy feels the upcom-
ling cancellation shows duplic-
lity on the part of John S. Fos-
iter, director of defense re-
isearch and engineering. As re-

‘cently as March, Foster was

claiming partial credit for
helping persuade the Defense
Department to push ahead
with development of the ves-
sel. .

Now, Foster reportedly is
spearheading efforts to slash
the remaining $75-million ex-
penditure as part of Pentagon
efforts to cut $3 billion in the
overall defense budget. That is
reportedly the Defense De-
partment’s share of a $6-bil-
lion budget reduction forced
on President Johnson by Con-
gress as the price for his 10

per cent income tax sur-
charge.
Navy officers. feel so

strongly about the need to
push development of the quiet
submarine that they are will-
ing to divert money allocated
for surface ship construction
and ' conversion in order to
stay ahead of the Soviet Union
in submarine technology.

The submarine, specifically
designed for operation on sur-
veillance missions, would have
joined the fleet in early 1973,
after construction by the Elec-
tric Boat Co. in Groton, Conn.

BALTIMORE SUN - 2

Washington, July 1 i%—S8enate
leaders disagreed tnday whether
Congress should wilhhold funds
for United States deployment of
an anti-missile system in view
of approaching nuclear talks
with the Soviet Union.

The Senate Democratic leader,
Senator Mansfield (Mont.), said
he hoped the money would be
cut, {rom the budget.

But the Republican leader,
Senator Dirksen (Jll.), said the
funds should be provided,

Their  comments  followed
President Johnson’s announce-
ment that this country and the
Soviet Union would meet “in
the nearest future” to discuss
limits. on offensive and defen-
sive nuclear missile systems.
-The Delense  Department
plans fo begin deployment of
the Sentinel anti-ballistic missile
system as a thin line oriented
toward Red China.

Senators who defealed a move
to eliminate deployment funds
from the new budget held that it
would be used eventually as
part of a more elaborate de-
fense against Soviet missiles.
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Senate Leaders Are Divided
On Anti-Missile Fund Now

appropriation has been author-
ized but Congress must vele
again on providing the actual
money.

Asked whether the President’s
announcement  should  bring
about reconsideration of the
Sentinel plan, Senator Mansfield
said “I hope it would.”

He said he hoped the issue of
nuclear limitations “will be rec-
ognized as a two-way street by
the Soviets as well as our-
selves.” .

Spurred Talks

Senator Mansfield rejected
tha contention of several hack-
ers of the Sentinel plan that a
vote favoring it had spurted the
Soviet Union to agree to talks.

Senator Manstield said the
moves loward negotiations had
been under way for some time
before the Senate acted.

Senator Dirksen said that.
“for the moment,” he thought
the plans for the Sentinel sys-
tem should proceed.

“Talks are talks,” he com-
mented, “the question is what

"The $227,000,000 deployment

do you do.”

Russia is known 10 be push-
ing development of similar
quiet vessels.

A major use of such nuclear
submarines would be to
shadow nuclear-missile carry-
ing submarines and, unde-
tected, destroy them if they
showed sipns of preparing to
fire missiles.

Preparations to proceed
with U.S. development of the

quiet submarine, while re-
ported to Congressional com-
mittees, have been kept secret
from the public,

As an indication of the im-
portance attached to the
scheme, however, complete
control of the project was as-
signed to Vice Adm. Hyman G.
Rickover, a Navy gadfly called
the father of the nuclear sub-
marine program.

our thanks, our admiration” to
American opponents on the
Vietnam war, according to an
interview to be published
Tuesday in the new left-wing
Daily World.

Ho is also quoted by Daily
World correspondent James E.
Jackson as describing Ameri-
can racial rioting as “remarka-
ble exploits, and the fact that
they (Negroes) relate their de-
mands to the condemnation of
the war against us greatly in-
spires and encourages our pea-
ple”

The interview granted May
20, according to Jackson's arti-
cle, appears in the “preview’
issue of the Daily World. A
spokesman described the daily
as “a new left-wing paper”
that succeeds the old leftist

semi-weekly, “The Worker.”
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Saigon Terms NLF

Auxiliary of Hanoi

SAIGON, July 1—The South
Vietnamese Foreign Ministry
today told all ambassadors
abroad to refer to the Nation-
al Liberation Front (Vietcong)
as a North Vietnamese auxil-
iary unit. .

This should help clear up
all misunderstanding of the
role of the NLF and make
clear that it is an agency of
Hanol, the Ministry said.

The NLF/maintains that it
is a political party supporting
the Vietcong guerrillas in
South Vietnam, and has no
direct links with North Viet-
nam.

Jackson, employed by “The

Worker” at the time of the in. Yi€WS with 13 US. pilots and
terview, also further describes dirmen held prisoners of war
in the Tuesday edition inter- PY the North Vietnamese,
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Command

Ship Is Sent

To Caribbean Area

NORFOLK, Va, July 1 (AP} President.

—The command ship North-
ampton left Norfolk Sunday at
4 p.m. for what was deseribed
as “routine readiness exer-
cises.”

" Her destination is the Carib-
bean area.

The Northampton, convert-
ed from a cruiser to a special

purpose ship. carries some of
the most sophisticated com-

munications gear ashore or
aftoat. The ship is designed

for top-echelon commands and
staffs, including that of the

3
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The Northampton's depar-
ture preceded by one day an-
nouncement by the White
House that President Johnson
plans to leave Saturday for
San Salvador to discuss the
Central American common
market.

The Navy would not com.
ment on whether the North-
ampton was ordered out on
short notice, but there was an
indieation that at least some
of her crew missed the ship
movement because of the
quickness with which it put
to sea.
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Quiet Kind of Anti-Americanism

By George C. Wilson
. ~
Waushirgton Post Staff Writar

TAKILI, Thailand—It was a sure way
for {he prostitute tv get your attentlon.
She stond off in the shadows at the side
of the road and tossed pebhles at the
men walking by in the warm night. Their
attention ativacted, she proposed com-
panionshlp for one dollar American.

Her more presentable sisters worked
from the honkylonk strip the American
Air Force base has put into business here.
One-room baxs Jine both sides of the road,
their tubes of neon light a jarring im-
print on the primitive Thai countryside.

inside ihe cafes, the entertainment is
{he That concept of what the American
I wants: blaring rock and roll music,
hooze and Thai hostesses who hustle
drinks and themselves In between
dances. The airmen from the Takhli base
while away their free time wandering
from bar to bar, with little enthusiasm.
The sameness and tawdriness of it all
seem as apparent to them as to the visi-
tor from “the world,” the GI term for
the States.

A

THE ONLY REAL break in the uni-
formily of the bars stretching along
Takhli's main street like a stage set Is
a place called the Blue Sky. It is different
in that Negro airmen have made 1t thelr
awn, Few, il any, whites enter there.

Similar strips blight Thai cities around
other American air bhases as well as the
capital eity of Bangkok, the leading rest
and recreation center, This is one reason
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I;OWS in Thailand.

\

T

Communist, believes  the

perity in Southeast Asia,

“disengagement”  of
he indicated in an interview.

Thanat, whode nation fis

men on the allied side in_ the
Vietnam war, voiced his fear
that US, difficulties in Viet.

United States may have to this trend toward
make an accommodation with from Asia, he asserted. One is
Communist China if there is that the racial problqmslin
to be enduring peace and pros- America reflect an anti-Asian
prejudice by some of the na-
. tio’s influential leaders, he
He would prefer this type of c.i3 Thanat has on several 2
Communist-Western accord o »agions identiified Sen. Wil
the Lliam Fulbright's concern abg)ut
United States in Asian affairs, An;;zrlcan-lnvolvemcnt in Viet-
na

light.

Two factors are assisting
isclation

and Thailand in this

Thanat also said the desire

about to increase its own com- of some Americans to get out
bat forces to a reported 12,000 of Asia reﬂec,:ts a historic fact
that the dominant U.S. inter-
est has been Europe and, more
recently, the Middle East.

The biggest bogieman com-
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hai Official Urges
U.S.-China Accord

By Jack Foisie

Los Angeles Tlmes
BANGK QK — Thailand’s nam are creating “a new form
Foreign Minister, Thanat Kho- of isolation” in the United
man, although a staunch anti- States.

plex in America today, he
sald, is the belief that “even if
the United States solves the
Vietnam war, it will become
involved in another Vietnam”
—namely, armed combat
against Communist intrusion
in Thailand,

His urging of an American
effort to make diplomatic con-
tacl with Communist China
came after my mention of 2
speech by U.S. Ambassador to
the United Nations Arthur J.
Goldberg before his resigna-
tion. Goldberg said the United
States must “begin to seek a
modus vivendi with mainland
China . .. without abandoning
old friends to bring about a re-
laxation of Chinese hostility”
toward the United States and
also other Asian nations.

Thanat agreed. “My humble
suggestion is that you try to
turn a bad situation (Vietnam;
into a good situation. Follow a
settlement in Vietnam with a
general settlement in Asia, in.
cluding Communist China- It
is not an impossible task,” he
said.

the Amecican military presence in Thai-
land is not altogether welcome, .

Anti-Americanism i3 bound to rise in
proportion to the number of troops
based in Thailand, unless their presence
can be made less obtrusive, Defense De-
partment figures show there are gbout
43,000 American servicemen in Thailand
now—mostly Air Force. That number is
8000 above the total of a year ago.

o

THE AMERICAN servicemen in Thal-
land are under far fewer restrictions
than thejr counterparts in South Vietnam.
Unlike Victnam, GIs based in Thailand
can go into towns near their bases and
spend as much money as they wish., GIs
in Viclnam arc kept out of many towns
{ur fear of inflating the economy. U.S.

TALKS ONPUEBLO
STILL FROITLESS

Americans, North Keoreans
Meet For 18th Time

Washington, July 1 (P—Slate
Department officials said today
“there is no breakthrough™ yet
in the lengthening negotiations
for return of the U.S.S. Pueblo

wind Thai policy makers evidently have

decided the Thai economy can take it

And Thai husinessmen are not complain.

ing.

Antl-Americanism does hot show up on
thelr economle charts. But it does show
up in other ways. A girl was brutally
hutchered here several months ago.
Suspicions—some of which found - thelr
way into print in Thailand—were that
an American GU did it. Several weeks
apo an Air Force sergeant was found
dead in & waterfilled ditch a few miles
from the Takhll base, The talk among
(gIs along the strip right after the in-
cident was that a Thal no doubt did it,
Suspleions on both sides ran well ahead
of any proof,

The economic impact of the Amerleans
—despite the military line that the Thais
never had it so good-—has caused prob-
lems which contribute to a quiet kind of
anti-Americanism, not the blatant
“Yankee Go Home" ecampalgns in Europe
after World War II. Miss Boonchan
Wongrakinitr, dean of the Udorn Teach-
ers College, typifies this feeling,

Her college is in Udorn, a city 350 mile
north of Bangkok. The city hgs boome;
from a population of 30,000 in 1988 to
70,000 today as the Air Force tripled its

and its crew,

The most recent meeting with
North Korcan negotiators a!
FPanmunjom toek place Thurs
day morning, and lasted about
11, hours, they said.

It was fhe eighfeenth Unjled
States-North Worean session at
the Korean war truce sile sincy
the Communists selzed the Unit-
ed States intelligence ship Janu-
ary 23.

82 Crewmen Held

The North Koreans are still
halding the 82 surviving crew-
men prisoner, at an unknown
location, The vessel has been
taken to another port north o
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its original point of capture. off
the North Korean port of Won-
san, United States officials said.

Officials do not see at this
time any close parallel between
the Pueblo seizure and the
grounding of a troop-calrying
United Slates airliner vesferday
on a Seviet jsland in the Pacific
Kurile lsland cham,

North Kerea asserts the Puch-
In was engaged in hostile actinr
—spying—in  Korean walers.
Bui Moscow has nat said the
plane’s flying into Seviet air
space w3s anyihing other than

¢ A navigational accideat.

personnel at the Udorn base to a force of
6000 servicemen. About 1100 servicemen
live off the base since the rapid expan.
sion ran ahead of on-base housing. Miss
Boonchan said the American presence
has pushed the cost of housing tn Udorn
to the point that her students cannot
afford to live in the city any more. College
cohstruction costs have risen too, she
said, as builders rush to serve the Ameri-
can-made market. And the city’s pros
perity has attracted robbers, she claimed,
o

ALL THESE complaints were couched
in the most diplomatic terms as Miss
Boonehan volced her concern in an in-
terview at the college. She stressed that
“soldiers are soldiers” and that Ameri-
can airmen were not particularly ill-
behaved. But she and two of her col-
leagues at the college said the American
behavior is straining the Thai soclal
fabric. :

Signs of antl-Americanism are seen
by American officlals as warning of the
danger, not evidence that anti-Ameri-
canism Is running high. One such official,
who has spent several years with the
Thais and knows their language, said
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American military commanders in Thai.
land should take steps to make the
presence of troops less obtrusive by im-
posing tighter curfews, ending off-base
living and curhing the growth of honky-
tonk bars by putiting those outside a
specified area off-limits, There hava been
suggestions In the Thal press that the
recreation of American servicemen be
confined to specific places.

Glven the importance the Pentagon
atfaches to Air Force hases in Thailand,
some American officials favor taking out
more insurance against a rise im anti-
Americanism. One such official, who has
studied the problem closely for several
years, said a change {n style would help,
He suggests, for example, putting Air
Force community relations offices in
towns near the base rather than expect-
ing a That to risk the humiliation of be-
ing stopped at the military gate as he
tries to get inside to see the eommunity
relations officer. Such measures might
help soften the American presence, if
not make it welecome to people like Miss
Boonchap. who said: “If the U.S. mili-
tary finishes their business, we would
like them to leave as soon as possible”
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. Jousting With Ivan
. Russian Warships Dog
The U.S. Sixth Fleet

By WILLIAM D. HARTLEY

Staff Reporter of THB WALL STREET JOURNAL

ABOARD THE USS INDEPENDENCE —Cut-
ting through the placid waters of the eastern
Mediterranean on maneuvers, the aircraft car-
rier Independence suddenly finds its path
blocked by a diminutive stranger.

The other vessel has come out of the rays of
the setting sun, and it lies where the Indepen-
dence is about to swing windward to catapult
jet fighters into flight, Capt. Mark Hill, the
carrier's commander, exclaims angrily. Mari-
time rules of the road give him the right of
way, but this has happened before,

Sharply, he orders right rudder and jumps
the speed from about 15 knots to 256 knots.
Swinging into the wind, the ponderous carrier
bears down on the stranger. Alarmed, the sec-
ond skipper backs his vessel off, water churn-
ing at its stern.

The Independence straightens course and
glides past the smaller vessels, Navy deck-
hands staring down from the carrier’s lofty
deck, The forelgner is close enough to make
out his flag—the red star and hammer and’sie-

kle of the Soviet Union.
Ivan is back, the American sailors mutter,

The encounter is no surprise; confrontations
here with the Soviets are common these days.
The strategically crucial “Med,” once an
American ‘‘lake” and the undisputed roving
ground of the T.8. Sixth Fleet, has become 2
million-square-mile arena for a Russian-Amer-
ican war of nerves.

The Soviet ships are doggedly shadowing
and frequently harassing the American fleet,
and they are here in force. The size of the Rus-
sian fleet fluctuates, but it usually contains be-
tween 30 and 50 ships, half of them combat
ships such as crulsers, destroyers and submar-
ines.

“No longer is the Med ours to use as we see
fit,"” acknowledges Adm. John 8. McCain Jr.,
commander of U.S. Naval forces in Europe.
American strategists discern solid political and
military reasons for the new Soviet presence.

The Russians clearly want to emphasize
their interest in the Arabian-peninsula, where
two-thirds of the world's oil reserves are lo.
cated. The naval show of force reinforces the
Russian influence—and its heavy arms invest-
ments—In the Arab nations. Soviet ships now
stop at the Egyplian poris of Alexandria and
Port Said and at Latakia in Syria, places no
longer visited by American vessels.

By Land or Sea

Moreover, in the parlance of naval strate-
gists, the Soviet presence has “turned the
southern flank of NATO.” North Atlantic
Treaty Organization alliances prevent the Rus-
sians from menacing southern Burope by land.
But, the strategists suggest, sending Soviet
ships into waters off southern Europe produces
a threat to NATO.

NATO plannets are particulatly concerned
about Russian overtures io the Mediterranean
island of Malta. Just south of Sicily, Malta is
strategically located in the middle of the sea.
The island is in economic trouble, and Soviet
emissaries have been talking of giving aid in
return for other favors. NATO admirals fear
that Malta might become a regular port of call
for Russian ships or even provide room for a
Russian base.

Where the Soviet navy goes, the Soviet mer-
chant fleet tends to follow, and Russian
freighters are beginning to work the Mediter-
ranean in force, The Soviet merchant presence
ig especially notable in shipping cotton and
dried fruit from the Turkish ports of Izmir and
Mersin,

But the Sixth Fleet obviously is the chief
target of the Soviet venture into the Mediterra.
nean..''The time has come to demand the com-
plete withdrawal o the U.8. Sixth Fleet from
the. Mediterranean,” Soviet leader Leonid
Brezhnev gaid recently.

In the last few weeks, the Independence. has
had Russian company almost constantly as it
has cruised through the eastern Mediterranean
between Cyprus and Crete. Lately it has been
either Soviet patrol boat 883--the vessel nar-
rowly missed by the carrler—or a 482-foot
guided missile destroyer numbered 532. Some-
times the Russian companion ig a gray blur on
the horizon; sometimes it darts in the way of
the Independence and the destroyers accompa-
nying her.

The Independence actually had its first en-
counter with the Russians before entering the
Mediterranean in April. As the big carrier
passed south of the Azores, a Soviet Tupolev-20
bomber flew over on two successive days. On
both occasions, Phantom jets from the Inde-
pendence rose to protect the carrier.

It was all terribly casual, according to the
American pilots. “The Russian pilots were
smiling, laughing and waving at our pilots,”
Capt. Hill recalls, The Soviets snapped photo-
graphs of the Americans and even motioned
for the U.8. pilots to change position, for hetter
camera angles.

One Soviet aviator held up pictures of So:
viet pinup girls, and it looked at one paint as
though the Russians were drinking heer. “The
pilot held up a can," says one American fiyer.
“He put up three fingers, then two. T figure
that was three-point-two beer.”

A Soviet ship first picked up ‘the Indepen-
dence as it was coming into the eastern Medi-
terranesn through the strait of Messina be-
tween Sicily and the Italian mainland, and one
or another has tailed the carrier ever since.
The Sovlet ships rotate the duty, presumably
taking turns to refuel.

“Their attitude toward us changes from
time to time,” says Vice Adm. William I.-Mar-
tin, commander of the Slxth Fleet, in his quar-
ters on the guided missile cruiser Little Rock.
“‘Sometimes they shadow, other times they are
more arrogant. Their sea manners at times
are atrocious, and at other times they obey the
rules of the road.”

Capt. Hill thinks the sea manners of tha So-
viet gutded missile destroyer's skipper leave
something to be desired. Not long ago, the de-
stroyer, cruising off the beam of the Indepen-
dence, suddenly shot farward and turned ‘to
port in front of the big ship.

A Good Sallor

Buch a maneuver is roughly equivalent to a
small automobile passing a truck on the right
and then undertaking a left tum. It is perilous,
but Capt. Hill doesn’t allow himself to bé in-
timidated. "'A couple of times I've turned into
him at high speed,” hé says. “He seems to
have a good sense of not only how to turn to
avold, but how to turn back to get in the same
relative position. He's a fairly expert sea-
man.”

The day after making that statement, Capt.
Hill found the Russian destroyer between the
Independence and an old weather balloon the
carrier had tossed into the water for target
practics. Independencs gunpers had finished
one salvo; the Soviet ship auddenly barged in.
As the carrier swung around to' maneuver the
Russian ship out of the target range, a musta-
chioed sallor in one corner of the bridge mut-
tered, ‘Hell, just shoot at it, skipper.”

Most of the time, though, the Americans ig-
nore thelr Russian companiens, ‘“‘Ws don'
even report rangs and .bearing to him any-
more,"” jokingly says one youhg officer on the
bridge. “Just ‘on station.’"™ A leutemarnt is
more sericus about the silent confrontation.
‘“They've got their job to do, and we’ve got our
Job to do,” he says sternly. “‘They're profes-
sionals doing what they’re t0ld, and we're pro-
fessionals doing what we're told, It’s a matter
of mutunal respect.’

Unwittingly, the Russians serve to bolster
morale on the Independence, whers the aven
age age of the crew is 19. “My men can leok
out and s¢e a common threat,” says Com-

mander James Foxgrover, executive offlcer of .

the ship. “That’s something yuu don't ses in
Norfoik, Virginia.”
The Remsinn Sallors *
Rusals hag tried oft and on through the cén-
turies td -become a navsl power, without much
5
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success until the l1ast few years. The Japanese
demolished the Russian Navy in the 1805 war,
destroying all but 4 ships of a 37-ship fleet.

Lenin, distrusting the navy, reduced it to &
small element in the Communist military. Sta-
iin relnstated the navy but concentrated on
submarines. Nikita Khrushchev deemphasized
the navy unttl the 1962 Cuban confrontation
with the U.S., when the Soviet inability to pro-
tect its merchant ships proved humiliating.

The Russiang then embarked on an exten-
sive building program, and they now possess a
modern.and well-armed fleet, The sverage age
nf Soviet ships iz about 10 years, Admiral Mar-
tin says, compared with 20 years for the 8ixth
Fleet ships of the U.8.

In terms of sheer power, the Sixth Fleet be-
lieves it far outstrips the Soviet fleat. The Rus-
afans lack the long-range striking power of air-
craft carriers. But they now are building ships
designed to deliver up to 2,000 troops for as-
sault by helicopter.

And the Americans view Soviet guided mis-
sile destroyer 532 with respect. Cleanly and
trimly designed, it has an impreasive arsenal
of missile launchers, antisubmarine rocket
launchers and torpedo tubes. Four towars
carry radar and missile control equipment.
When the Independence bears down, powertul
gas turbines put on a burst of speed to move
the Soviet ship briskly out of the carrier's
path.

How They Get There

The Russiang send their ships into the Medi-
terranean from the Black Sea, through the
Bosporus and the Dardanelles. A treaty re-
quires eight days notice to Turkey befora mak-
ing the transits, but Russia gets around this by
filing each eight days for the entire fleet; then
{ndividual ships ars sent through at will.

Until the Soviets began using Arab ports,
they used international anchorages such as
Hammamet off Tunisia and Kithira south of
Greece. Last year an American minesweeper
sailed Into an anchorage east of Crets and
found a flotilla of Russfan cruisera, destroyers
and auxiliary ships. It dropped anchor in the
middle of the fleet and some days later ra.
diced a passing American carrier, "Don’t
worry about a thing. I've had them cornered
for three days.”

The Russians actually were more adventur-
ous during their early days in the Mediterra-
nean—about a year ago—than they are now.
Last October a Soviet destroyer tried to un-
nerve the skipper of the U.S. destroyer Dealey
by approaching from behind and passing close.
The Russian skipper miscalculated and passed
too cloge—within four feet. The alarmed Sovi-
ets tossed colllsion bumpers over the side,
veered off and went away.

American ofticers think the Soviets want to
learn from the U.8. fleet, Retueling at sea, for
instance, has been of special Interest to the
Russians.

Despite observing the Amerieans, the Sovi-
ets still haven't mastered the knack of steam-
ing along at 15 knots or so and refueling side
by side. American pilots report seeing Ruasian
oilers barely moving, their hoses trailing as-
tern and destroyers trying to fish the hoses
from the water, a cumbersome method. More.
over, the Soviet fleet still doesn't replenish
food, atores and ammunition at sea as the
Americans do. Those bperations walt for stops
in port.

Carrier operations also are of interest to the
Russiana. P think they are recording as ac-
curately as possible with minute detail every-
thing we do,” says Capt, Hill, “so if they do
decide to bulld an attack carrier, they are that
much ahead.” The Ruasians apparently photo-
graph flight deck activity and record radio
transmissions between pilots and the carrier.

The eavesdropping is mutual, however.
When a Ruassian ship moves close to ths Inde-
pendence, & voice on the carrier's loudspeaker
blares out, “Now man &l]1 snoopy stations,’
and a team of photographers dashes to its
posts, .
But thers are long stmtches of boredom.
when the Russian ships remain distant and
look idle. “When I've flown hear them,” says
‘L&, Bill Abprngthy, a helicopter pilot, “there is
usually a bunch of guys on the fantall in shorts
sunbathing, They just look up and wave."”
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(C ASUALTIES)

aP)U =5 MARINES ARE LOSING MORE MEN IN PROPORTION TO OTHER U-5
RANCHES OF THE SERVICE IN THE VIETNAM WAR. THE ARMY HAS GREATER
CASUALTIES BUT HAS MORE THAN FOUR TIMES AS MANY MEN INVOLVED. 50
FAIX% THE UNITED STATES HAS LOST ABOUT 25,400 MEN KILLED IN COMBAT.
~DASH-

(THE AIR FORCE AND NAVY MAVE BEEN HIT LIGHTLY COMPARED WITH THE
MARINES AND THE ARMY WHICH C ARRY THE BRUNT OF THE VIETNAM WAR, -

AL

%AP]P-S MARINES, BACKED BY PLANES AND ARTI LLERYL FOUGHT A DAYLONG
ATTLE WITH A &ORTH VIFTNAMESE FORCE IN A BATTLE NEAR KHE 5ANK
(KAY SAHNG) YESTERDAY, KI LLING 157 NORTH VIETNAMESE. MARINE
LOSSES WERE PUT AT o KILLED AND ELEVEN WOUNDED.

(VIET)
(l,\}p U-S B=-52 BOMBERS CONTINUE TO HAMMER AWAY AT SOUTHERN

ORTH VIETNAM, TRYING TO SMASH ENEMY SUPPLY LINES. SMALLER JETS
FLEW NEARLY 3,700 MISSIONS AGAINST NORTH VIETNAM'S SOUTHERN
PANHANDLE DURfNG JUNE, BUT, DESPITE THE SHELLING, INTELLIGENCE
SOURCES SAY THE ENEMY IS P&URING MORE SUPPLIES Alle TROOPS INTO
S%ng VIETN A4 THAN EVER BEFORE.

(THE GI ANT BOMBERS HIT ENEMY STORAGE AREAS IN AND ABOVE
VIETNAM®S DE-MILITARIZED ZONE YESTERDAY. AND THEY ALSO ATTACKED
NORTH VIETNAMESE ARTILLERY SITES THAT HAVE BEEN SHELLING
ALLIED BASES ON THE NORTHERW FRONTIER AND U-S WARSHIPS OFFSHORE.)

(AP¥ SOUTH KOREAN COURT HAS SENTENCED U+ ARMY SPECIALIST -FOURTH
CLASS H.K. SMALLWOOD OF KEITH, KENTUCKY TO 15 YEARS IN PRISON ON
CHARGES OF MURDER AND ARSON, SMALLWOOD WAS Aicu—sr;n OF CHOKING TO

DEATH A 22 ~-YEAR-OLD KOREAN WOMAN IN HER ROOM|IN SEOUL AND SETTING
FIRE TO THE VICTIM®S BED.

(AP) (MOSCOW ) ==THE SOVIET UNION MAINTAINS A PUBLIC SILENCE TODAY
ON THE VIETNAM-BOUND AMERICAN TROOP PLANE DOWN IN THE KURIL
(KOO -REL®) ISLANDS, AND SOME EXPERIENCED OBSERVERS IN MOSCOW
SAY THE STLENCE IS HOPEFUL.
THESE NON-COMMUNIST OBSERVERS CONTRAST THE SILENCE
WITH NORTH KOREA®S IMMEDI ATE AND TRIUMPHANT ANNOUNCEMENT
LAST JANUARY OF THE CAPTURE OF THE U-S INTELLIGENCE SHIP "PUEBLO."

THE PUEBLO WAS ACCUSED OF ILLEGAL SPYING AND ITS 82 SURVIVING
CREMMEN STILL ARE PRI SONERS

BY AVOIDING ANY PUBLICI TY FOR THE C APTURE OF THE U«S
PLANE WITH 229 PERSONS ABOARD, THE SOVIET UNION LEFT ITSELF MORE
]}R{OO[E }&IQREMANEUVERI NG THAN A NORTH KOREAN-STYLE ANNOUNCEMENT WOULD

AV VEN,

THE OBSERVERS REASONED THAT SOVIET AITHORI TIES COULD DECIDE
TO RELEASE THE PLANE, ON THE GROUNDS THAT IT HAD INNOCENTLY STRAYED
INTO SOVIET AIR SPM’%Q THE POSSIBILITY WAS LEFT OPEN BY THE
SOVIET FAILURE TO MAKE PUBLIC ACCUSATIONS OVER THE PLANE,

BUT THERE IS5 NO GUARANTEE THE SOVIETS WILL REMAIN SILENT OF
WILL RELEASE THE #LAME #AND PASSENGERS ANY TIME SOON,

WHEN U-5 AMBASS ADOR LLEWELLYN THOMPSON SPOKE TO SOVIET
PREMIER HOSVYGIN (KAW-SEE®-GHIN) ABOUT IT YESTERDAY, KOSYGIN
SAID ONLY THAT THE MATTER WAS UNDER INVESTIGATION., THE PREMIER DID
NOT COMMI T HIMSELF FURTHER,

THERE IS NO INDICATION OF FURTHER U8 DI PLOMATIC ACTIVITY IN
MOSCOW, IT APPARENTLY IS BEING HAVDLED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT
AND THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON,

A SOVIET GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN WHO WAS ASKED ABOUT THE PLANE
YESTERDAY SAID HE HAD NO INFORMATION BUT WOULD SEE WHAT HE
gggégmi%ﬂgNOUTa ASKED AGAIN TODAY, HE SAID HE STILL HAD NO

(AP)THE SWISS EMBASSY IN HAVANA SAYS A NORTHWEST AIRLINES PLANE WITH
94 PERSONS ABOARD, WHICH WAS HI ~JACKED AND DIVERTED TO CUBA
YESTERDAY, IS EXPECTED TO LEAYE CUBA "IN THE EARLY HOURS™ OF

TODAY, THE PLANE WAS EN ROUTE FROM MINNEAPOLIS TO MIAMI WHEN

A PISTOL 4IEDLING PASSENGER FORCED THE PILOT TO HEAD FOR CUBA,

6
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Souvanna:
Reds Must

Leave Laos

By Murrey Marder
Washington Post Staff Writer

PARIS, June 28—Laotian
Premier Souvanna Phouma
today called for the with-
drawal of 40,000 North Viet-
namese troops from Laos as
the price for halting American
hombing of North Vietnam.

The leader of the embattled
nation whose fate is inter-
twined with the war in Viet-
nam, told a group of newsmen
during his visit to Paris:

“If you (the Americans) stop
the bombing of North Vietnam
without, withdrawal of the
North Vietnamese traops from
Laos, how could the United
States ever accept that? It
would leave the western flank
uncovered (in the Vietnamese
war), 1 don't see how you
could accept that.”

Prince Souvanna arrived
here six days ago on what he
called a “private visit,” which
has included talks with U.S.
officials about the American-
North Vietnamese discussions
under way here. These ses
slons have been dragging forp
six weeks with Hanoi insisting
first on a” total halt to U.S.
bombing and the United
States démanding a show of
military restraint by Hanoi be-

«| fore the limited hombing or-

dered on March 31 is ex-
panded to.a complete halt.

On his ‘arrival here, Sou-
vanna described the continu-
ing fighting in Laos—which
borders: Vietnam and is -cov-
erty used by North Vietnam to
infiltrate troops .imto South
Vietnam—as “the ‘lgst" war of
Laos.” The confliet in- Laos
often tends to be forgotten,
Souvanna complained. But in
fact “the war has never ceased
in Laos, in spite of the 1862
Geneva Agreement” to make
Laos truly neutral by with
drawing all foreign troops
from it. S

What is actually involved in
the once-a-week formal discus-
sions under way in Paris be-
tween envoys of Washington
and Hanoi, Souvanna-said, are
the terms of a “cease-fire.” He
used this terminology in its
broadest sense, to extend it to
his call for a withdrawal of
North Vietnamese troops from
Laos. Hanoi’s delegation here
has rejected talk of a cease-
fire at this stage, ingisting the
priority mission of tlie sonfer-
ence is to halt ‘American
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Saigon Quiet,
U.S. General
There Says

By Peter Braestrup

Washintgon Post Forelgn Service

SAIGON, June 28—Maj.
Gen. John H. Hay, newiy
named commander of U.3.
forces defending Saigon, said
today that there were no signs
of an imminent Commumnist
ground offensive against the
city. ) .
“AS a matter of fact,” he
told newsmen &t the Capital
Military District headquarters
here, “it’s so quiet it bothers
me.” .

He warned that troops of
the enemy 5th, 7th and 9th Di-
vigions, apperently moWw dis-
persed to re-equip and rest,
were capable of reaching Sat-
gon within 48 hours from their
rural base areas. However, h2
said, enemy troops were no
longer “hanging in close” to
the city.

Meanwhile, Saigon newsps-
pers tonight again  quoted
South Vietnamese government
sources as saying that the cap:
ital's defenses were on the
alert- for another enemy
cround push. Such alarms, fos-
tered both by local fears and
by Vietcong propaganda leaf
lets, have been common ever
since the last big enemy av-
tack on Saigon May 5 to 13.
But Gen. Hay said there was
currently no special alert in
the capital area.

There nave been no major

ground actions in the capital
area, which embraces Saigot
and Giadinh Province, since
South Vietnamese Marines
captured more than 140 sur-
routided enemy troops June 19
(n Saigon’s northern suburbs.
As of early today, there has
been no rocket attack against
the city or its suburbg sinesd
June 21, when the enemy put
ten 122-mm. and 107.mm. rock-
ets into Tansonnhut Airbase
and nearby residential areas
on Saigor’s northern fringes,
However, Gen. Hay, like
other allied military men, did
not rule out either new infili-
tration or more rocket attacks,
He noted that the rockets’ sev-
en-mile range, and the ease
with which enemy rocket
crews could move in close to
Saigon -through - marshes,
woodland and, creeks, made
perfect defense impoasible,
Neverthelezs, the General
went on, added surveillance by
electronic devices; helicopters

CONTINUED PAGE 2
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HANOI SATS
KHE SANH IS
U, ‘DEFEAT

By THOMAS T. FENTON

(Paris Bureau of The Sunl

Paris, June 28—The Hanoi
delegation at the Paris peace
talks today heralded the evac-
uation of the Khe Sanh base by
American forces as “a grave
defeat for the United States.”

The American forces were
“forced to retreat,” said Nguy-
en Thanh Le, spokesman for the
delegation. He added that
American explanations that the
base was no longer essential
were just “sour grapes.”

Propaganda Boost

Mr. Le's statements were
made at a press conference
here which appeared to be part
of a step-up in the heavy propa-
ganda campaign which the
North Vietnamese delegation
has been conducting as the
peace talks drag on withou! evi-
dent progress,

The press conference was
called to publicize . Hanoi's
claim that the 3,000th American
plane was shot down over North
Vietnam this week. :

According to the latest Amerl-
can figures published this week,

less than 900 American planes
have beenlost over North Viet-
nam,

Mr, Le read a lengthy state-
ment from what lovked like the
carbon copy of a cablegram,
leading observers to speculate
that the statement had been
prepared in Hanoi and sent by
Telex to the delegation here,

He quoted extensive figures
designed to show that, despite
the American bombing of North
Vietnam, the country had in-
creased its industrial and agri-
cultural output, and quadrupled
its road network.

Commenting on Khe Sanh, the
American base near the border
zone between North and
South Vietnam at which 6,000
marines held out during a 77-

day seige early this year by an
estimated 40,000 North Viet-
namese traops, Mr, Le said the
withdrawal this week was both
a tactical add strategic defeat.
Bad Faith Charged ‘

“The United States military’
commanders once decided to
defend the base at all costs,” he
said, “They are now forced to

CONTINUED PAGE 2
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EVACUATION
OF KHE SANK
GOBS SLOWLY

Khe Sanh, Vietnam, June 29
(®—United States Marines are
working night and day to clear
out Khe Sanh within the next
week. The warren of bunkers
which soaked up so much
American blood will soon be
buried, and the rats will take
OVer. -

The going is slow. Bulldozers
raise a haze of red dust in the
daytime, and Air Force twin-en-
gined C-47's orbit the base at
night dropping flares.

A few etiemy artillery rounds
whistle over the workers every
day, but ho one pays much
attention. The marines expect
the North Vietnamese to step up
the harassment shelling as Ha-
noi incréases its . propaganda
drive-about the withdrawal.

~ North Vietnam Claim

The North Vietnam news
agency claimed Friday that the
Viet Cong “wiped  out” 122
American and South Viet-
namese troops as they were
withdrawing from Khe Sanh.

American  spokesmen  said
convoys moving from here -to
Landing Zone Stud have not
been hit since June 8-whep the
marines lost about twenty men
in an enemy ambush.

One United States plane,
dropping flares for the night
workers, was shot at contin-
uously by the enemy Thursday,
but was not hit, Some sources
identified the shell bursis as
37-mm. antj-aircraft fire, a rari-
ty in South Vietnam,

Airstrip Salvage Effort

The marines, elements of a
battalion from the 9th Regi-
ment, are trying to salvage all
the usable sections of the 3,000-
foot aluminum airstrip. The sec-
tions are being flown out by
huge cargo-carrying helicopters,

United States spokesmen said
if this is not completed soon,
the remainder of the airstrip
may be blown up to expedite
the pull-ont. :

Large holes are heing dug to
bury the skeitons of helicopters
and fized-wing aircraft that
supported the comhat base

days from January 20 to April

8.

The medical bunker is one of
the few facilities still in opera-
tion, and demolition workers
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SQUVANNA...Cont'd
bombing.

At a press conference today,
the North Vietnamese -delega-

tion “celebrated” the shooting’

down’® of that it said was the
3000th American plane to be
brought down over the North.
U.S. officials say.their statis.
tics show losses of less than
one:third ‘of that amount in
fixed-wing aircraft, or :858
planes.

Hanoi's delegation used the
oceasion to label the American
decision to evacuate:the long-
headlined U.S. ‘military out-
post at Khesanh in South Viet-
nam, “the .gravest defeat for
the United States.”

Press spokesman -Nguyen
Thanh Le said the U.S. expla-
ration that holding Khesanh
was no longer necessary be-
cause of a shift to more mo-
bile ‘strategy .reminded. him.of
the' fable of ‘the fox and .the
grapes, with .the fox. reluc-
tantly abandoning the .grapes.
out of his ‘reach and saying,
“They were.sour anyway.”

“This -retreat” -from Khes-
anh, said Le; shows that “as
long as the United States in-
sists on-pursuing its war of ag-
gressign,” it “will not aveid
defeat, whatever strategy and
tactics it uses.” -

Several ‘members of the
North - Vietnamese delegation
later today .appeared “at a sort
of ‘talkin:aimed at “American
war crimes” committed in
Vietnam. o
- American writer, Mary Me-
Carthy was.among ‘the group
of mainly Frenchmen who de-
scribed visits to North or
South Vietnam, coneentrating
-on ~damage- .caused by U.S.
bombing. The meeting was
the first production of the In-
ternationa! Information Cen-
ter on War Crimes in Viet-
nam. The.group was described
..as an outgrowth of the Ber-
-trand Russell internationat trd-
‘bunal on American war crimes
in  Vietnara, and the new
.group :also appeared to be
solely concerned with Ameri
can-damage to civilian life and
property. .

Premier Souvanna.-.Phou-
me’s view is that the Paris
talks dre now “in the propa-
ganda stage” but “might look
‘different in & few weeks.”

Once a ceasefire has been
achieved. here, he said, there
should be a “general confer-
ence” of “all the imterested
parties” :about the. conflict in
Southeast Asia. It is.up-to-the
“great powers,” he said, to de-
termine if it is possible to
have such & conference with
Communist China or, if neces-
.| sary, without her. .

. As for Laos-itselt, sald Sou.
vanna, it should be previded
| with an ‘expanded and effec.
tive’ Interaationsl ‘Control
Commission “which could_ en-
force. the neutrality that was
pledged at Gengva in both
1854 ‘and 1962, The present, In-
dian-Polish-Canadisn memher-
slilp should be expanded o
five . nations, he suggested,
Wwith swthority to .operste by
wajority - vote. The present
preedure gives eachi member a

SAI§§UIET; GENERAL
SAYS...Continued

and fixed-wing aircraft, plus
more .aggressive patrolling and
faster reaction by Saigon's de-
fenders, should reduce the
threat.

‘Hay was hamed “Command-
ing General, Capital Military
Agsistance Command” June 4
.and given a staff. Prior te
then, motably during the de-
structive February and May
fighting in Saigon, no perma
nent special U.S. command:ex-
isted to plan and .direct the
capital’s defense; Both U.S.
and South Vietnamese efforts
to drive out enemy troops
were handicapped by lack of
organization and coordination.

Despite urgings of U.8. civil-
ian -authorities after the Feb-
ruary fighting, Gen. William

i their
Viet.

Reserve, have combi
staffs to a degree.ra

nam. .

The . allied . artillery opera-
tions intelligence and air lal-
son -officers work side by side,
Hay said. No U.S. infantry bat-
talions are permanently as-
signed to Hay, but they move
in and out of the capital area

as Hay's ‘immediate syperior, .

Lt. Gen. William Weéyand, com-
mander of .two field forces,
-decides. -Huy currently controls
several 1S, battalions oper-
ating in Saigon suburbs under
this -plan.

More than 30 projects for
Saigon’s - defense are under
way, Hay .said, notably an
“anti-infiltration belt” com-
posed of roving South Viet-
namese militia ambush patrols
clese in Twaujm .city.

B. Westmoreland's staff and
its South Vietnamese counter-
‘part ‘had not developed.a de-
tailed joint Saigon defense
plan when Communists struck
again May 5.

According to Gen. Hay, the
‘new joint setup should vastly
improve Saigon’s desenses, He
_and his counterpart, Maj. Gen.
Nguyen Van Minh, who heads
all South Vietnamese police
and ‘military units in-the Sai-
gon area except the Strategic

are expected to wait until the
last day before they £ill it in,
Wounded Brought In
Some ‘matines wounded in a
skirmish ‘on’ one of the -sur-
rounding hills were brought
there Friday for treatment.
Most of the salvaged material
is being taken to Landing Zone
Stud, 10 miles northeast of here,
which is expected to be the new)
western anchor for “allied -bases

along the demilitarized zone.

3 veto and means, ‘Souvanna
sdid, that. ICC members “live
very well, but “they dont do
much work”. EOE
‘The .result, .he said, is that
North . Vietnam . . pow .. hasg

40,800 troops in-Laos. perma- | ¢
not counting the|gr

nently. . . .
troops passing through” to

South Vietnam, “The presence ;
4 tal vailable to " fly.-and- maintain

of these 40,000 troops,” said
Spuvanna, “has obliged us to
maintain an army .of 100,000
‘which j§ an enormous quantity

for a country which has barely |*

three million.inhabitants,”
_The 1962 agreement was
based on the premise that the
three Laotign factions=-righ-
tist, neutralist (the group that
Souvanna Phouma headed)
and the pro-Gommunist Pathet
Lao, could operate in .a deli.
cate balance, The balance long
-850 was upset, with Souvanna
charging the Communists w
destroying  the .megitrality
premise and the Pathst Lao
pulling out of the government.
If the North Vietnamese with-
draw- from Laog, sald Sou-
vanna, “the Pathet Lao minie-
ters can'return to ithe emats
which ‘have been left vagant
for them and we can then dik-

cuss the need to reaffivm the
Geneva agreements,” '_
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18515 .COPTERS -
Specia! torhe New York Timed, -
BONN, :Junte:28. — West_Ger-
many's Defense Ministry has
ordered 135.Sikorsky CH 53-A
‘helicopters -worth SZSO-mil!ion!
from the United States.

The- Dufense Compmittee ‘of
Pirliament approved the pur-
chase ‘from Sikorsky--Airceaft,
a “division .of .the United Air-
_craft .Corporation, atits last
session “before the summer re-
cess yesterday, - ‘

The .committee ‘put off a de-
cisionon the purchase ‘of 88
United ‘States “Phantom - jet
fighters, - built ‘by the McDon-
nell Aircraft Division of ‘the
McDonnell Dougles Corpora-
tion until after Parliament re-
venes in.the fall. hAu .

. heavy assault helicopters
"vve'l;l;e pm:clyased, . according to
the ‘Defense Ministry, to .n-
‘crease the -mobility -of West

'S “torces. “The
en igg&ﬁm, before

I
1

the
tincis from the ‘army:that

naugh' triined persannel:were

‘the helicopters. - -+~
"the'rhe »wmpgttee said that pay-
-ment for the "helicopters-wotlld
in itis -year and end in
9%4:'1; did not report.on when
the delivories-would begin.
: Inj
y atom jet fighters, the
ﬂ::efe:;\: Committee tt:m;g
down an- urgent request b
the T ﬁgistry. to equip
wo - Luftwalfe ‘reconnaissance
'squadgons. with ma‘;toglme.
1 The cominittee took the view

{ -the -American-fes
;‘:%M-suﬂlshmm.: which:form

the backbone of ithe West Gar-

man Alr. Farce, are. 95 Well
guited for reconnalsgance tasks.
v The L‘i,iftwaff; would ijke 1o

Phantoms _veplace Star-
z:e;méis in the 1970's, hut:the
Defense Committep bolds that
the air force shewl nqtbe de-
pendent, o PO mofght.
Str;niié : L amdbrlieenge

West Qermpany. )
2
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- request, ‘obtained’

stponin <me.décisionlon N

HANOL_SAYS KHE SANH
U.S. 'DEFEAT'-Cont
retreat from the bage.”

“The high command pretends
the retreat was ordered because
the base is unessential -now.
That. makes me.think of the La
Fontaine fable of the fox and
the -grapes.”

-Mr, Le-repeated charges of
“‘bad faith' on the part of Amer-
ican negotiators, and said North
Vietnam wants peace, but
“peace goes hand in hand with
independence, and we reject a
pax Americana.”

- At almost the same time the
North Vietnamese were holding
their press conference, another
was being held by Prince Sou-
vanfia Phouma, pro-Western but
officially neutralist Premier of
Laos.

Eventual Settlement

Prince Souvanna, ‘who fs In
Paris for private reasons, met
with Amerjcan reporters and
outlined his views .on how an

-eventual settlement of the war
in Southeast Asia could be

reached,

" His views supported several
key ideas already put forth by
the American negotiators in
early sessions of the taiks which
opened here May 13.

Although the peace {alks are
now in the “propaganda stage,”
he said, “they might look differ-
ent in a few weeks.”

40,000 In Laos

Prince Souvanna’s main point
was that the Americans should
not 'stop the bombing of North

Vietnam without first insisting

on.a withdrawal of the estimat-
ed 40,000 ‘North Vietnamese
treops in Laos, which flanks
North and South Vietnam. The
main Communist supply line
from .Nofth to South Vietnam
passes through Laos.

The Prince predicted the talks
‘could result in a cease-fire, with
the evacuation of the troops
from Laos and an end to the

‘bombing. Without the Laos sup-

ply route, he said, the Viet Cong
and North Vietnamese forces in
the South could not continue to
fight:

Once the fighting had stopped,
Prince. Souvanna conference
foresaw an international con-
ference of the United 'States,
European and Asian countries
concerned to work out'a South-

east Asia settlement,
The International Control
Commission would supervise the

séftlement and would be en-
forced by adding two Asian na-
tions and instituting 8 majority
vote to govern its actiops.
The present control commis-
sion, established to police the
1954 Geneva settlement of the
Southeast Asia conflict, has
been. largely ineffective. Each
of its three present member
countries—India, Canada and

. { Poland—has g veta.

Prince Souvanna, who comes
to Fiance each yesr to take a

1spa cure, ‘said the commission

members “live very well, but
they don’t do much work.”

W
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ew Troops’ In

filtrate

By JOSEPH C. GOULDEN
Inquirer Washingtor Bureau

WASHINGTON, June 29.
Although North Vietnamese in-
filtration is at its highest level
pf the war, U.S. intelligence
concludes the bulk of the new-
comers are replacements for
casualties who do not increase
the enemy troop level.

Of the 29,000 North Vietnam-
ese regulars said to have cross-
ed into the South during May,
only 3000 are believed to he
what the U.S. calls ‘“new
troops.” The other 26,000 re-
placed Neorth Vietnamese killed
or wounded on the batilefjeld,

These figures are cited as one
of the reasons the United States
continues to be confident the
Paris peace talks ultimately
will bear fruit,

OPTIMISM GUARDED

The optimism is guarded —
indeed, no one in the Adminis-
tration will go heyond ihe
words “hits and straws” which
Defense Secretary Clark M.
Clifford used at a press confer-
ence on June 20 in referring to
progress.

Two reasons are assigned for,
Hanoi’s caution about increas.'
ing its force level in the South
during the talks,

First, and foremost, is the
fear of North Vietnam that any
precipitate boost would quickly
bring about a full resumption of
the hombing which President
Johnson partially suspended on
March 31.

Mr. Johnson is under consid-
erable pressure to lift the ban
because of the continuing North
Vietnamese terror attacks on
Saigon and other cities. Indeed,
at ene point within the past two
weeks, it appeared here that a
resumption was imminent.
BELIEF IN SINCERITY

Second, the belief is now fair-
Iy unanimous within the John-
son Administration that the
North Vietnamese are sincerely
seeking a resolution of the war
at the Paris talks,

Thus any military action that
could cause the U. 8. tp resume
bembing also risks breaking the
negotiations, Further, the North
Vietnamese fear that Mr. John-
son-would not be subject to any
military limitalions if he de-
cided an all-out resumption of
the war. .

Reading Ho Chi Minh’s mind
from a distance of 14,000 miles,
even with the assistance of cap-
tured documents and prisoner
interrogations, is an admittedly
risky business. :
MID-MARCH DATE .

But -Ho's change of heart on
the conduct-of the war is now
dated - here fo - around mid
March — which, ironically, is{
about the same time that Pres.,
ident Johnson decided to opt for
a new strategy. i

The “reconstruction” of the
war that culminates in this con-
clusion goes poughly as follows:

Through the late summer of
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Ship Aids Gls

In Viet

Battle

From News Dispatches

"SAIGON, June 29 (Saturday)
—U.8. infantrymen, becked up
by the guns of the cruiser Bos-
ton, Friday reported killing 105
North Vietnamese in a force
of about 500 caught on
beaches just below the Demili-
tarized Zone.

Heavy fighting raged into
the night as North Vietnamese
survivors defended deep bunk-

ers in a village due east of!

Quangtri and 10 miles south
of the DMZ.

hours Saturday -and Sunday
and told all civilians to “keep
calm and obey instructions”
following any Vietcong inva.
sion. : .
B-52 bombers and smaller
tactical bombers Friday struck
at Vietcong strongholds neaf
the  seven-mile-wide  belt
round Saigon used by the
Communists to* launch rocket
'attacks on the capital, -
| Vietnamese forces in Saigod
were on full alert.
. The heightened alert was at.

‘Ameriean. losses. in the ranks! tributed in part to information
of the 1Ist Cavalry Division;obtained from iwo high-rank-
(Airmobile) were described as/ing Vietcong officers captured

“ygry light”
© vieteong guerrillas threw

|within the past few days. One
captive, a lieutenant colonel

satchel .charges into thelor colonel in the enemy com-

houses of a sleeping coastal mand’s capital military dis-
village Friday night, killing trict, gave the South Vietnam-
45 civilians and wounding 80 ese “important” tacical infor-
to 100, the US. Command re- mation about the planned new
ported. . . offensive, sources said.
American spokesmen said Although 12,500 enemy
more. than 85 per cent of the troops are believed to be hid-
village of Songtra, 345 miles ing in the jungled, marshy ter-
northeast of Saigon, was de- rain around Saigon, South Vi-
stroyed in one of the costliesy etnamese sources - reported
enemy terror raids in recent only small:scale enemy move.
weeks, _ments-.presumably scouting
US. infantrymen, me an- parties—Friday night.
while,. battled an. estimated ~Tntelligence sources said,
150-man enemy force 14 miles however, that ememy infiltra-
southwest of Saigon early Sat- tion into -the capital military
urday in the campaign to district had been stepped up
block infiltrators believed within the past two days.
readying .2 new attack on the, US. ‘Agriculture Secretary
capital. First reports said the Orville Freeman will arrjve
Americans- killed 24 Vieteong' Tugsday for a five.day tour of
in the fighting that began Fri- South Vietnam which will con-

day afternoon, ‘ !céntrate on the Mekong River

in Saigon, suthorities Fri- Delta, the U.S. Embassy an-

day ordered rocket-raid siren
drills for morning and evening

nounced Friday. Freeman was
last here two years ago.

1967 Ho Chi Mish was content
to wage a war of attrition, with
his guerilla " units mot risking
direct conirontations with U. S,
units if it meant heavy losses.

The increasing political via-
bility of South. Vietnam, howev-
er, began to' worry Ho in Sep-
tember. The South Vietnamese
elected a President and a con-
stiluent Assembly, and threshed
out a Constitution. These - de-
velopments cast doubt on. Ho's
old policy,

DECIDED ON ATTACK

So in the late fall, U. S. intel
ligence has now established, the
North Vietnamese leadership
held a lengthy -conference in
Hanoi, and decided upon 4n all-
out assault on a seleeted group

of South Vietnamese cities,

This offensive was launched
during the Tet holiday period,
and the Jolinson Administration
remains convinced it was a
failure — despite the immediate
psychological impact  upon
American and world opinion.

By mid-March, according to
this reconstruction, Ho Chi
Minh reached the same conclu-
sion as had Washington, The
U. 8. thinks he looked at the
war, and saw it this way:

Ho had hoped North Viet-
nam would become a major in-
dustrial power in Southeast
Asia, Yet the war was destroy-
ing his. cement and power
plants, and his industrial instal-
lations. .
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REPORT 0.3,

N.KOREA NEAR
PACT ON CREW

SEOUL, Korea, June 28 —
[UPI] — A Seoul newspaper,
in a report quickly denied by
the state department, said today
American officials are ready to
receive the 82 crewmen of the
navy intelligence ship Pueblo
from North Korea captors.

The newspaper, Kyunghyang
Shinmun, said negotiations be-
tween American and North Ko-
rean generals on the release of
the vessel's crew were at “A
breakthru stage.”

The state department’s Wash.
ington reaction denied that any
agreement was near. United
States officials said there had
been no breakthru and de-
plored what was described as
false reports which raise false
hopes among relatives of the
captured Pueblo crew.

Spokesmen Won't Comment

. A spokesman at United States
8th army headquarters in Seoul
said “it is not our releage”
when asked about the news-
paper’ report.

Kyunghyang Shinmun aitri-
buted its frontpage story to
“informed American military
jources in Korea.” It said United
States authorities in Korea
“have gacretly worked ot a
plan to prepare for the return
of the Pueblo crew.”

" North Korean gunboats seized
the Pueblo on Jan. 23. The Com-
munists said the vessel was in
North Korean waters on a Spy
mission. North Korean sailors
boarded the Pueblo and took. it
to the Port of Wonsan,

U.S. Issues Denial

The United States denied the
Pueblo was in North Korean
waters when it wag seized, but
the state department and the
Pentagon have .left open the
possibility the ship might have
sirayed from international
waters during its mission.

The Seoul newspaper report
today came two daya after the
latest talks on the Pueblo inci-
dent between American and
‘North Korean geperals at Pan-
munjom, Eighteen such meet-
ings bave been held since Feb, 2.

The newspaper said its in-
formants believed North Korea

Presidential elections. -
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CLARK ‘ATR 'WORCE BASE,
P. A, June 29 WPI—When It
Gen. Benjamin 0. Davis .Jr.
:came to the Philippines a year
:ago:to command:the 55,000 men

:| «of :the 13th iUnited . States -air
/] rforee, he found:that unpleasant

~yelations e x i-sited between
#merican _service men and
Filipinos.

“Philigpine labor .leaders and

'{ -politicians *were ‘upset because

‘Filipinos received lower pay
:than.Americans doing the.same
“jobZfor the:air force.

American wservice .men were
heing' mugged and .cheated

| :regularly ‘in Angeles ‘City “just
'} ocutside ithe main "gate -of .the
'| “hase, 60.miles north-of Manila,

Philippimes ‘Are-Suspicions
“The ‘Philippine *government

[ :helieved :that “United -States
 rofficials -were .doing little cto
|:stop the -flow of :American
| :goods from :the -military post

-exchanges -into *the “Philippine
black market.

‘Into _this :environment .came
Gen. Davis, the. highest ranking
“Negro in the United -States

'\'military, and—he now admits—
‘|'he was
| thesthingsT:heard.”

“alarmed -at some of

Davis, 55, will 7ot :talk -ghout
‘it ‘But fellow wofficers say 'he

| received .the silent .tnegtment
J.during his ifour ‘years .in the.|,

“United ‘States Military -academy !
:at-“WestPoint,
"Pioneering Negro General

"Negro 'brigadier “general -fone:
Jestar] in -the United States but'
! American military -forces were

egregated intoblack and-white
-units' in .thase -days, ‘including

a-cadet ;and ‘Jater a liettenant.

In World ‘War II, when .he
wwas a combat pilot, the young
Negro gfficer -often ‘found *him-
self assigned to ‘segregated
-gquarters, :living -apart from

| white officers.

From this racial background,

Transfer-to MacDill
“The :tall, -slender ‘general

; grantedkan interview hefore his
|stransfer:in July to MacDill air
*f foree base in ‘Florida, where he
| will serve :as .deputy .comman-

der of 'the United States strike
.command.

He said he-first heard of the
-troubles in the Philippines when

i{:a .group of Filipino journalists
.|:spoke to:him.in.Korea in 1966.

He was then winding up an
assignment as chief of staff of
the United Nations command.
Confirmation was not long in
coming after he arrived here.
Davis and Col, Phillip C.
Rawlins, 51, a friendly, talk-
ative man from Oklahoma,
arrived at Clark field last July.
A few weeks later, thousands of

demonstrators converged on

His tfather 'was -the first.
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Tact Ends

the :main ;gate o protest the
firing of more.than.350 Filipine
:house boys -and :mess attend-

«ants “who had ‘lost their jobs
‘because of a change in finaneial
procedures.

“T .attacked -the ' ‘Philippine-
‘American ‘r¢lations -problem
beeause ‘T ‘am *fully ‘eonvinced
that United States'military men
aresmuch:more-effective if they
have -happy .rélations with the
host:country,” Davis said.

The .task was.a sizable one.
Clark :air base :employs 31,000
Filipinos -and ds ‘the biggest
single -business .in ‘Pampanga
province, a farming region
noted ‘for its resurgent :Huk
.communist.movement.

Clatk.is the:largest. American
air Jbase outside ithe United
States. 1t has a population .of
60:000 people. It is.so0 vast-that
-seeurity police ride:horses -and
motorhikes .and .use.helicopters
to .patrol the 26 .miles -of
perimeter -fence :that surrounds
the.main base :area.

‘For example, ‘the :general
said, ‘Philippine 'squatters *have
occupied part of the hase's
outlying regions for.the last 10
years.

*'Same :say vyou :shaild ;push

Hostility

them off-one. day:and tell them

-they:can’t come-back,” he said.
“But-we-have to accept reality
-and, after all, :this is their
country.”

Now, .the .air :force :seeks to
live ‘with -the :squatters, gently
‘trying o prevent further en-
‘croachmeni, particilarly;on the
base’s Jungle survival:school.

‘A nrajorsproblem: confronting -

Davis «during +his ‘first months
was:the harassment Americans
mere undergoing at -Mactan air
field, .a ‘base shared by the
cPhlhppme sand.United States air
“forces. It is located 400 miles
.south.of Manila,

‘Daily'in cidemnts were re-

-ported, most. of :them involving

prolonged searches of United -

“States :serviee men by Filipino
guards. /In sone .episode, the
Uriited “States :air -foree ;put up

:an zapnex to :the .noncemmis- -

:sioned:officers’-clubzand Philip- [ the Rorean war, has beew 5th

rpine:authorities:tore:it.down.

“A single -day didiit :pass
without :trouble,” Davis -said, .

“The :general got his staff
Aogether with ‘Philippine air
force leaders and asked them
to map out an agreement
-covering .all «relationships. ‘The

ggreement -came info effect .

-garlier:this; year-and put-an end
to:the:incittents.

\the:timeswhen:young:Davis was '

4

+his fellow officers say, Davis |
‘|- brought to the Philippines .an
:| understanding and semse of
‘| -direction- which have improved
‘{-rélations:between the:American
| military:and-the Filipinos.

LOGAN, Utah, June 29 (&P).
~Dr. D. A. Osguthorpe, Salt
Lake City, says nerve chemicals
continue to linger in Skull Val!
ley, Utah,

About 6400 sheep died in
‘March at Skull ‘Villey :after-the
.army conducted :an aerial spray
of ‘nerve gas :at nearby Dugway
Proving ground,

‘Osguthrorpe, :a veteritarian,
was hired by ‘the Utah Depart.
ment of ‘Agricuiture and Gov,

ant in the incident,

LINGER 1IN SOIL

' He said Saturday the .nerve

agents

ing in the vegetation and soiil.”
“Reports -that the Skull "Val.

ley area is .clear of dangerous

compounds are Talse. -Animals

Calvin L. Rampton as a consult-|

‘‘are .stable -and linger-]
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Traces of Nerve
1amin Utah )

Gas
alley

1taken intothe arca.suffer toxie
|effects,” .he said,

| Osguthorpe said it Is. possxble )
hecome *

the -compounds will
more toxic .as ‘their molecules
combine .with vegetation .and
organic materisls in the soil.
CARRIED :BY -RAIN
‘- :He said .the nerve .agents
tain. “The .onll ‘reason’ peaple
weern’t .injuced s that they
iwere out of the rain,” he said.
Osguthorpe spoke .to a Utah
State University symposium on
rchemical -mad chiological war.
fare. The .symposium .was spon-
sored by :the :49th annual -meet-
‘ing of the Pacific -division of
|the .American . Association for
|the Advaneement. of -Sciénce.

were carried 1o the ground by -

Hanoi Broadceasts
Pilot’s Gratitude
HONG KONG, June 28
(AP)—A: man identified 25
a JU:S. Air. Force colonel
shot down and wounded
near Hanai last October.
today thanked his captors
for their “humane treat-
ment” in a North Viet-
namese broadeast.

The speaker, identified
by Radio Hanoi only as
Col. John P. Fiynn, said:

“Despite the fact that I

‘WASHINGTON FOST 29 Juns 1968 P11

was a pilot who .had par-
ticipated .in raids against
North Vietnam . . . I re-
ceived .massive .doses of
penicillin and -all other
medical treatment I need-

ed.

“1. wish the bombmg
cquld stop and. the war
could eng so that the peo-

ple of Vietnam could get
on with the job of btuld
their pation. . :
dio Hamoi later broad-
éast the “Aames :of five
US.ipilots it said had
been captured Identified

were:
4
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GEN. BOWEN

1a i

|1S HAMED NEW

STHARMY HEAD

. ‘BY MIGHAEL McGUIRE
{Repriated from- yesterday’s late edltions}

-Lt. Gen. John W. Bowen, 37,
fias been named commandant
of the 5th.army, with headquar-
ters at Fort Sheridan, Secre-
tary of Defense Clark M.
Clifford announced Friday.

Bowen will replace Lt. Gen.
John H. Michaelis, 55, who will
become deputy .coramanding
£eneral of .the Continental
Army command at Fort Man-

‘| roe, Va, Michaelis, who won

fame as a regimental com-
‘mander in the -early days of

army .commander since April,
71966,

‘Bowen, a former commander
of the 82d airborne division, is
now chief of staff of the United

'| States European command.

‘During World War II, Bowen
served as commander of the
Ist division’s 26th infantry in

|:the Tunisian and Sicilian cam-
<] paigns, :He was deputy chief of
] staff of the 8th army in Korea
fin 1953 and 1954, and_ com-

Thanded the 82d in 1956 and

+|.1957.

“Born in Zamboanga, Philip-

| pine ‘Islands, ‘Bowen was grad-
‘luated 'from the United States

Military academy at West
Point in 1932, Re studied at

‘| the National War college in

1948..and 1349,

Among the-awards and deco-
rations ‘he wears are the dis-
tinguished . service medal with
cluster, the silver star medal
with cluster, the Legion of
Merit medal, and the French
eroix de guerre.

‘Michaelis.has been a soldier

for 37 years. He was twice

wounded in combat and has
been awarded the distinguished
service cross, the nation’s sec-
ond highest military henor.
Michaelis, as did Bowen,

:}.came up.in the .army the hard

way, enlisting as a private be-
fore ‘winning the chance to go
to West Point in 1932. His sub-

- sequent:career tookhim to the

Philippines before World War
11, and then thru the Normandy
invasian and to Holland with
.the airborne forces.

‘He won his first general's
star ‘in ‘the Korean war and
later went back to West Point
as .commandant. -He also had
the ‘job of liaison between the
_ltalian, Turkish, and Greek
armies.

Lt. Alfred Alvarez of
California, Lt. Charles D.
Stiekhouse of Wisconsin,
Lt. Col. Jeff Lindberg of
lowa, Wesley Lewis Bum-
.ble of California and Maj.
Roggr D. Anderson of
Mumesota

-
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Added Burden on Vietnamese Refugees

We hope the report of the Senate
Judiciary Subcommitiee on Relu-
gees, headed by Sen. Edward M.
Kennedy (D.. Mass.), wins the atten-

-tion it deserves, not only in the Sen-

ate but in both United States and
South Vietnam administrations. The
extra “tax” being placed on Viet-
namese refugees by inexcusable cor-
ruption and outright stealing could
easily be the last straw that loses
the war for the Allied forces.

The subcommitice said flatly that
refugees have received less than
half the $100 nillion in relief sup-
plies this country has contributed
tand a paltry contribution it has
beeu. loo. in view of the need). 1t
also stated that fewer than 29 per-
cent of those driven from their
homes ever get the meager $43 al-
lowance they are supposed to get.

As if this weren't bad enough—
in addition to the pilferage that has
long been a scandal on Saigon docks

-—the subcommittee also Tound that
in the refugee camps there are per-
petual shortages of food. school
and sanilation facilities and any
kind of useflul work.

Those who van see heyond the
end of their noses. and there must
be some in that category in Vielnam
as well as Washington, musi be
aware that this kind of neglect and
privation is doing the Communists’
work for them. What kind of loyalty
or help can or should be expected
from persons driven into such &
situation?

Senator Kennedy's group urges a
special Presidential investigatory
team under President Thieu's per-
sonal contvol, and it might belp. But
it must seem to the layman that
enough is known right now to clamp
down hard on this heartless victimi-
zation of people already victimized
by the circumsiances of war. And
we should put on the pressure.

CHICAGQ

DAILY NEWS
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Remember Khe Sanh?

“Hold Khe sanh at all costs.” the
Marines were old, and they did. Three
hundred died. and another 2.000 were
wounded. but they held Khe Sauh for
77 days—in the fuce of overwhetming
enemy forces: under hour - Dy -hour
threat of annihilation; under incessant.
punishing artillery fire —until they
were finally relieved.

Now Khe Sanh is abandoned as a
“new concept of mobile warfare” goes
into effect—a concept that does not
require an outpost at that precise
point in the northwesi corner of South
Vietnam, And the parents of 300 dead
Marines and 2,000 other Marines who
stopped bullets or were torn by shell
fragments in those 77 interminable
days muy well ask: Why?

There is no adequdte answer: there
never 1s. The *‘logic” uf war requires
its premises w be taken on faith, and
the premises dissolve us the action
surges 1o and fro.

Khe Sanh will now move e the

tistory books, to take its place among
other spits of land and hills with num-
bers for names, and island specks

known only for their cost in blood.
Iwo Jima was one of these. It was

a nothing of a far Pacific island, home

for a few hundred Japanese fishermen

and sulphur miners and sugar work-

ers. Suddenly in 1945 it became im-
portant enough that 5.000 young Amer-
icans’ lives were deemed a fair price
for its possession, and the transaction
was made. On Wednesday of this
week, in an amiable ceremony be-
tween two friendly nations, the island
was handed back to its former owner.

The sacrifices at Khe Sanh and Iwo
Jima cannot be called futile without
calling civilization itself a lost cause.
Each life was spent i the hope tha!
it would form a part of a Dridge thar
manking would c¢ross into an era of
peace and brotherhood. As long as the
hope remains. the sacrifices retain
validity.

NiW YORK [IMES
30 JUN: 1968

Priorities After Vietnam

Efforts to achieve peace in Vietnam are barely off
the ground, but it is nat oo soon for Americans to
make a clear commitment to a reordering of nationa}
priorities as soon as that costly and futile war can be
honorably liquidated.

That a commitment to transfer hillions released
from Vietnam to urgent domestic needs has not yet
been made—and, indeed, is very much in doubt—
was made clear this week by Under Secretary of the
Tnasury Joseph W. Barr. Mr, Barr, who ought to be
in a position to know, says there will be little oppor-
tunity for cutting the military or diplomatic budget
after the Vietnam war if the Pentagon and the State
pepartment hold to their current goals.

This disturbing prophecy is reinforced by Defense
Department pressures for substantial fresh spending,
including a costly new antiballistic missile system,
and by the continuing disposition of Congress to pro-
tect military items in the budget at the expense of
social and economic development programs, both
domestic and foreign.

After the agonizing experiences of recent years in
Southeast Asia and in the ghettos of America's cities,
it is hard to believe that responsible national leaders
have not at least begun to discern the dangers in over-
commitment abroad and undercommilment at home.

The new national mood is reflected in Vice Presi-
dent Humphrey's recent declaration: “I think it would
be a very wise thing that as, when and if we see that
we can reduce our commitments in Vietnam, which
are costly, that we ask, that the Congress and the
American people pledge those resources to the great
sociat needs at home,”

No one expects the estimated $28 billion in annual
Vietnam spending to disappear overnight, even if a
settlement should be reached fairly soon. Few would
dispute the need for a strong American defense pos-
ture in a world that will continue to pose many perils.

But there is a growing recognition that American
security interests are not best served when scarce
resources are wasted on extravagant military adven-
tures at the expense of fundamental domestic require-
ments. Neither overseas wars nor domestic missile
defenses can save American cities that are rotting
from within or an American society that is torn by
internal strife.

WASHINGTON STAR
29 JUNE 1968

Khe Sanh

Khe Sanh’s abandonment may come
as & shock to many people, Indeed, in
some quarters it 1s viewed as a signifi-
cant propaganda setback for our coun-
try. But this judgment seems shallow;
the explanation offered by the United
States Command makes much more
sense to us.

Military pragmatism, not propagan-
da considerations, is what counts most in
a matter of this sort. The controlling
fact is that changes in the nature of the
Vietnam war — including changes in the
enemy’s tactics — have rendered the
continued operation of Khe Sanh unnec-
&sfary. Now, instead of remaining there
in & static position, American and allled

Abandoned

NEW YORK TIMES
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Supersaving

One of the few wise econnmies Congress has made
up to now was the vate of the House Appropriations
Committee to withhold new funds for development of
a supersonic airliner. It was the easy way to save:
The funds weren't needed this year anyway because
of design delays. *

Even without such holdbacks, the superplane proj-
ect is a splendid candidate for deferment. There are
more urgent national needs, including down-to-garth
transportation for choked metropolitan areas. And no
one is yet sure that it will ever be practical to flv the
new plane at superspeeds because of the shattering
effects of its sonic boom on people and property below.

doomed to be another Dienbienphu —
remained supremely confident, Possibly
Just possibly, the surrounding enemy,

forces will use their superior firepower
and mobility to counter North Vietnam’s
capability to launch “several sizable at-
_tacks concurrently” in the five provinces
maging up the I Corps ares. These forces
will also be able to take over the base’
rolé as a monitor of the Communist in-
filtration routes.

It may be, as critics have argued,
that the military made a mistake in
moving Inte Khe Sanh, Once there, how-
ever, the 6,000 U, 8. Marine and South
Vietnamese defenders performed mag-
nificently. And their commanders—de-
spite the Cassandres crying that the
troops were “trapped” and the base
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numbering up to 20,000, could take the
place against our awesome firepower,
but- only if he were prepared to suffer
prohibitive casualties. Hanoi apparently
came to agree with this view after 77
days of slege operations that ended in
April. The Dienbienphu bogey has not
been heard of since.

To be sure, Khe Sanh will be a sub-
ject of controversy for a long time, but
this much about it is indisputable: It has
won & large place in the history of the
Vietnam war as an inspiring example ot
American and allied vajor. One day, in
fact, the victory over the siege there may
be judged a decisive turning point that
finully convinced the enemy he could
not win.
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ACADEMIC BUGLERS

SOUNDING RETREAT

The Usiiversity of Chicago recently held
a conference on “Viet Nam: Lessons and
Mislessons.”

A reporter who had examined the list of
some 30 participants and read some of the
“papers” asked a spokesman for the con-
ference whether there would be any
representation for the official United States
position on Viet Nam or any intimation
that there is another view of the war
besides Hanoi's. The spokesman seemed
hurt by the question. Yes, he said, there
would be rebuttals by several participants.

Despite this pretense of objectivity, the
conference was loaded with notorious Viet
Nam defeatists, anti-anti-communists, and
sellers of birthrights, mainly from Har-
vard and other universities, but with a
sprinkling of journalists.

Stanley Hoffman, professor of govern-
ment at Harvard, ascribed the guerrilla
war in South Viet Nam to the policies of
the late President Ngo Dinh Diem and
said it bore little resemblance to invasion
from the north. He completely ignored
the fact that as early as June, 1962, the
legal committee of the International Con-
trol commission reported that “armed and
unarmed personnel, arms, munitions, and
other supplies” had been sent from the
north with the ebject of carrying out
“armed attacks” against the government
and forces of South Viet Nam.

Altho conceding that the communist
Viet Cong “‘constitutes only a minority” in
South Viet Nam, Prof. Hoffman called it
“the only national movement that cuts
across religious and social lines.” He
regretted that by pressing for military
victory in Viet Nam “we left ourselves
no room for maneuver or for the sort of
retreat that does not look like an admis-
sion of failure.”

Samuel P. Huntington, alse of Harvard,
described Ho Chi Mioh's government as
“probably the most stable” one in south-
east Asia. He attributed this to “the fact
that in the north the organization of the
Communist party reaches out into the
rural areas and provides a channel of
communication of rural grievances to the
center and for the control of the country-
side by the government,” Contrast this
idvllic vision with what Gen. Vo Nguyen
Giap said [Nhan Dan, Oct. 31, 1953]: “We

. executed too many honest people. . . .
Terror became far too widespread. . . .
Worse still, torture came to be regarded as
a normal practice during party organiza-
tion.”

still another Harvard prodigy, Adam
Yarmolinsky, said “the first major ob-
stacle to negotlations in Viet Nam was
the strategic hombing of North Vietnamese
territory.” Yarmolinsky was a chief lieu-
tenant of Defense Secretary Robert S.
McNamara when [according to Gen. Curtls
E. LeMay] we “permitted our general war
capability to rust.”

Prof, Roger Hilsman of Columbia was
another participant in the conference, As
assistant secretary of state for far eastern
affairs in the Kennedy administration,
Hilsman was the principal awthor of a
directive to Ambassador Henry Cabot
Lodge in Saigon, stating in effect that
Diem must go. When the president and
his brother, Ngo Dinh Nhu, were assas.
sinated in a coup d'etat, the late Mar-
guerite Higgins, a redoubtable journalist,
roused Hilsman at 2 a. m. and said:

“Congratulations, Roger. How does it feel
to have blood on your hands?"”

This is a representative sample of par-
ticipants chosen for a conference on Viet
Nam when, as its sponsors conceded, “the
Paris peace negotiations” are under way.
It was a shabby enterprise.
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Gromyko Opens a Door

Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gro-
myko’s announcement to the Supreme
Soviet that Russia is ready to talk about
lithifing costly antiballistic missile sys-
tems opens at least a crack in a door on
whith the United States has been knock-
ing,.without prior response.

“Persistent efforts to get a mutual
ag;eement not to engage in an ABM
race.had been met with a puzzling lack
of.interest in Moscow, since the value
of'guch a defense system is admittedly
dq!}lxous

~-Demands that the United States build
an ABM system against Russian missiles
began almost as soon as it became evi-
dent that the Soviets were constructing
an ABM system around Moscow and in
the Leningrad area, Former Secretary of
Defense McNamara fought it off as long
as.he could, but finally agreed to a so-
called light defense system aimed at pro-
tection against a possible threat from
Chma in- the 1970s.

-But this Sentinel systen, to cost over
$5- billion, was openly acknowledged
10 Be but the start of a $40-billion net-
work defense against Russian missiles.

Mr. Gromyko's offer came just two
days after the Senate overwhelmingly
voted to spend $227 million to get the
Sentinel system started, This may or may
not have influenced the Kremlin, but
Senator Jackson, who was in charge of
the bill, argued that rather than adding
fuel to the ayms race, the Sentinel system
waould give the United States a powerful
bargaining tool. -

Clearly enough, in spite of budgetary
cutbacks, the Senate showed itself pre-
pared to go ahead with ABM systems.

That Mr. Gromyko made the offer as
part of a broader limitation and eventual
reduction of nuclear weapons, both of-
fensive and defensive, as envisaged in
the U. S-Soviet-British treaty to prevent
the spread of nuclear weapons, should
not detract from its importance. Agree-
ment to stop an ABM race before it gets
fully underway ought to be relatively
easy and thus a good starting peint for
the much more complicated questions of
limitation and especially reduction.

As President Johnson said in his
speech to the UN General Assembly
when it endorsed the non-proliferation
treaty, there is no time to lose.

WASHIKGTON ' NEWS
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Russia ‘Is Prepared"

ANY diplomat worthy of his striped
trousers would greet with “cautious op-
timism” any hopeful yet murky interna-
tional development. And that strikes us
as exactly the right phrase-in response
to Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei
Gromyko’s statemen{ yesterday that
the Soviet government “is prepared” to
discuss mutual limits on nuclear mis-
siles, including anti-missile missiles.

Of course, the Soviets have said this
before. In February, 1967, in comment-
ing on President Johnson's plea for such
an agreement, Pravda newspaper said
the Kremlin “is ready” to discuss the
problem. Yet nothing more happened,
at least publicly.

What is new, and hopeful, about
Gromyko's declaration is its context
and timing.

He said his government "is prepared
to exchange opinions” on “the search
for agreement on the mutual restriction
and subsequent reduction of strategic
delivery systems of nuclear weapons,
offensive and defensive, including
anti-rocket weapons.” In the diplomatic
world, that is precise, thought-out
“working” language.

Moreover, Mr. Gromkyo made his
statement before the Supreme Soviet
(parliament) in Moscow, as part of a
formal, comprehensive report on Soviet
foreign affairs. It is the farthest any So-
viet official has gone on the subject.

The Soviet “‘readiness” to talk about
a missile pare-down came just two
weeks after the United Nations passed a
treaty barring the further proliferation

of nuclear weapons. The treaty, drafted
by Washington and Moscow, obliges nu-
clear powers to negohate “in good
faith” and “at any early date” a halt to
the arms race.

Mr. Gromyko's announcement also
comes in the same week the U, S, Sen-
ate voted a multi-million dollar authori-
zation to start the Pentagon deploying a
“light” Sentinel ABM system. That
news must have been read with interest
inside the Kremlin,

Whether one concludes sweetly, “See,
the Russians want peace,”” or argues
sourly '"Something must be going wrong
with the ABMs they are putting in
around Moscow,” the point is this may
be a fresh opportunity to strike a bar-
gain. The logic of nuclear armaments is
that the more missiles Russia and
America have the less security. The ul-
timate security in the nuclear age will
come thru the reduction or elimination
of nuclear weapons — but it has to be
done on a mutual basis.

America and Russia aré the key na-
tions involved, but Britain, France —
and China — are nuclear nations too.
Properly, UN Secretary General Thant
has invited Peking to the UN-sponsored
nuclear conference at Geneva from
Aug. 29-Sept. 28. Our ABM system is
dubbed by the Pentagon as an ‘“‘anti-
Chinese” defense, so by definition talk-
ing with Moscow is not enough. Sooner
or later China has to be brought into
nuclear disarmament agreements, if
they are to have full meaning. The soon-
er the better.

RATIONAL OBSERVER 1 JULY 1968 (30 JUNE)

Albuquerque: Junior-Sized Jets

To test some new tracking telescopes,
scientists at the Sandia Corp. are using
model airplanes instead of real Air Force
jets. The seven-pound models are coh-
trolled by radio equipment on the ground
and can perform any maneuver thal a

-full-sized plane can make. Only four feet

long, the models duplicate the optical
images of real jets simply by flying close
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to the telescopes. In contrast to Air Force
planes that take a lot of space and time
in taking off, turning around and land-
ing, the model planes can provide 18
test runs an hour. They are also easily
painted different colors to test varled
visual conditions. A final economy hote:
The little planes operate on thimblefuls
of alcohol, castor oil, and mtromethane
fuels. .
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. Missile System Backed
To'the Editor:

There are several points made
i lmhis Juhe 23 letter (“Missile
System Termed Wasteful”) by
+ Jerome Wieser with which 1
" agree. For example, the ration-
- ale agvanced by former Secre-
tary McNamara and his spokes-
men in support of the Sentinel
deployment decision last fail
. seemed conspicuously defective
on several grounds, And I agree
with- Dr. Wiesner that Secre-
tary McNamara's previous pasi-
tion of seeking joint Soviet-
United States abstention from
missile defenses made the de-
clared antl-Chinese orientation
of the Sentinel program some-

thing of a lapse in logic.
But I do not agree with much
of Dr. Wiesner's apparent posi-
tion concerning possibilities of
defending against Soviet missile
attacks. For example, he speaks

. NEW YORK Pg,. .
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'Defense’ and Disarmament

- It is too early, despite the heartening
Soviet response to Washington's long.
slanding proposals for a mutual cutback
in ballistic missile defense, to suggest that
the two thermonuclear adversaries have
actually begun "comprehensive planning
for peace. But they do seem ready now to
¥mit planning for war; in the grim cir-
cumstarces, that is an appreciable achieve-
ment. ' .
The Johnson Administration has been
waiting nearly a year and a half for the
Soviet reply on missile defense and Wash-
ington has reacted swiftly. It is prepared
to open talks almost immediately; if Mos-
cow is in earnest, profitable progress
could be made in a matter of months.

By ironie coincidence, the Soviets’
expregsion of interest in an “exchange of

opinion” came only three days"after the
U. S. Senate overrode liberals' objections
{o start on deployment of a missile defense
system.

That form of missilemania, shared by |

defense contractors and the fantasists of
thermonuclear war who theorize about
Armageddon in the abstract, presents a

. cokdinuing challenge to sane statesmen in

both Washington and Moscow, They have
negotiated a test-ban treaty. They have,
mest recently, worked persistently side by
side on the new agreement to limit the
spread of atomic armaments in the world,
Trey will have the grateful support of

"~ most of mankind in their efforts to reduce

both the conflicts and the costs which mis-
sile defense inevitably entails,

of ¢, the generally admitted
virtual impossibility of ever
achieving a really effective anti-
iesile defense against the Rus-
Eﬂns.“ If “really effective”
eans that ail but 2 very few
aviet missiles could reliably be
excluded, it would indeed be
idely judged impossible to
achieve. But it is by no means
“generally admitted” that it is
impossible to achieve a defense
that might well save the lives
of 'some tens of millions in a
war. A great many Americans,
myself included, would certainly
be willing to describe such a
-defense as “effective.”

Dr. Wiesner said that “3enti-
nel itself is already technically
obsalete.” It is true of any
technical system that a deploy-
ment will be based on a tech-
hology that will not be as ad-
vanced as that available im-
mediately after the design is
set; Dr. Wiesner might equally
have said that our most ad-
vanced offensive weapons now
being procured, Poseidon and
Minuteman 11T, are “already
technically obsolete.” The ques-
tion is one of degree.

Until quite recent years, I
was myself skeptical of missile
defenses, But the dramatic ad-
vance in defense effectiveness
that has - taken place has
changed the nature of the prob-
lem completely. For example, it
appears that one could do a
great deal with a defense sys-
tem much less expensive than
the - astronomical estimates
mentioned in your June 23
editorial “Postponing Sentinel”
—indeed, one much less expen-

WASHINGTON STAR
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Russian Overture

Yesterday only snatches of the text
were avallable, But they were enough.
President Johnson “welcomed” the Rus-
sian offer to open talks on mutual cut-
backs of offensive and defensive mis-
siles. The State -Department found it
“vastly encouraging.” So do we.

It 15 the first unhedged public re-
sponse to the President's seventeen-
month campajgh to bring the Soviet
Union to the conference table. It came
as part of a ninety-minute survey of
foreign policy to 1,500 Supreme Soviet
delegates. The language reads lde o
lawyer’s brief. Granted that arrange-
ments have yet to be worked out, and
that talks with the Russians often have
floundered. Foreign Minister Gromyko's
statement has the ring of the real thing.

Whatever the oputcome, however,
there is a valuable lesson here. This
country should deal with the Soviet
Union from & position of strength and
appeal to its national interest, .

The Sentinel anti-ballistic missile
saga appears to bear this out, When the
Russlans began ringing Moscow with a
“thin” ABM system, President Johnson
launched appeal after appeal for arms
eontrol talks—all to no avall. Then last
Tall, entinel development was approved,
In large patt to give this country a
means of appealing to the Russian self

ntereck

Now the Russians apparently are
ready to talk—and a significant, though
indeterminate part of their - reason
would appear to be our decision to go
ahead with Sentinel. This should be
carefully noted by those doves among us
who have contended that approval of
Sentinel would push the Soviet Union
the next step up the escalation ladder. It
als0 suggests a second look at the thesis
that arms control talks cannot begin
until the Vietnam war is over,

Make no mistake about it, the Soviet
Union will act in its own interest on
matters of national security—Vietnam
War or no Vietnam War. The Russians,
too, are bothered by the inereasing costs
of new weapons systems. They, too,
would like to reduce the danget and ter-
ror level. They, too, recognize the ab-
surdity of bullding a “thick” misslle
system,

The administration should not stand
on ceremony but instead seek a place, a
time, and an agenda. Sentine! develop-
ment should proceed on schedule so as
not to deprive the United States of an
important chip at the conference table.
And, if this point is reached, the broad-
est area of mutual--actomodation
should -be sought. The Russians, teo,
have traffic jama, air pollution, and poor
people—and they, too, wané to do some-
thing about it.'

pensive than our present sys-
tem of air -defense.

It is reasonable to take pre-
cautions concerning arms races.
But the obvious way of recon-
clling the diverse Soviet and
United States requirements of
the present era for strategic
forces is to seek a-ceiling on
offensive forces, not on de-
fenses, 1 cannot understand
why the Administration ig not
pursuing this possibility. Still
less can I understand why Dr.
Wiesner is hot.

D. G. BRENRNAN

Hudson Institute
Croton-on-Hudson, N. Y.
-June 25. 1968
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- Better Maps for the Undersea Fleet

- The critical importance of push-
ing the work of undersea explor-
ation and research is underscored
again by testimony before a naval
court of inquiry that the submarine
Scorpion may have been lost be-
cause it was operating in an inac-
curately charted area of mountain-
ous ocean bottom.

Thé submarine service has re-
quested new, accurate mapping of

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
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Bonn to buy 135 U.S. copters

By the Associgted Press
: Bonn

. The. West German parliamentary defense
committee has: given & go-shead for pur.
chase from the United States of 135 Sikor.
sky CH-53A helicopters valued at $350 mil-
lion for uge by the Army Air branch,

the- Aflantic ‘undersea mountains
for more than two years without get-
ting action. Some undersea moun-
tains reach to within less than 100
féet of the surface while U. 8. sub-
marines cruise as deep as 1000 feet
and must soon be designed to go
much deeper if they are to match
Soviet underwater vessels reported
already to be cruising at 2000 feet.
: It is as important for the United
States fo map the ocean floors with
3= pinpoint accuracy as it is to have
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accurate maps of the surface and
shallow coastal waters. The needs
of the U. S. undersea fleet are as
critical as those of the surface fleet
—more $0, in this instance, because
of the inadequacy of existing charts
which were pieced together over
the years from random sources,
with surface shipping in mind or at
the most the shallow-diving sub-
marines of pre-nuclear times,

The powerful undersea vessels
now at sea represent a new kind of
Navy, operating in a new hostile
environment.

They need a whole new support
system tailored to deal with prob-
lems the surface ships have never
had to face. The Navy should give
greater weight to the voices of its
undersea officers. Congress should
make certain that the undersea flest
is supported in proportion to its
importance and special neads.
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. Our Troop Strength in Europe

‘MORE THAN a''year ago, Sen. Mike Mansfield,
D-Mont., the majority leader, introduced a Senate reso-
lution calling on the President to bring home a large
portion of the 260;009 U.S. troops in Western Europe.

The resolution, although never acted upon, bore
some fruit. The United States is now returning about
35,000 men from West Germany to this country. But
to Mansfield, this is ot enough. The six U.S. divisions
that will remain are too many, he believes, and he is
‘again criticizing the administration for failing to adjust
10.“fundamental and far-reaching changes” in Europe.

" Happily for this view, the NATO ministets now
meeting in Iceland have in mind the same sort of re-
duction of forces. .

The mililary and political situation in Europe is
far different tham it was in 1951, when the Senate ap-
proved a substantial military contribution to the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization. West Europeans are no
longer living in fear of an imminent invasion from the
East. Although the Communists can exert pressure, as
they are.now doing on West Berlin, the Russians have
for long been preoccupied with other matters—"in-
vagions” of the Mediterranean and Indian Ocean areas,
for example. .

There is, in addition, the stubborn U.S. balance
‘of payments deficit, which is not helped by the drain
of dollars to maintain U.S. troops in Europe. Attempts
‘have been made to hold down that drain by getting
our allies to hear some of the U.S. costs, but these
have been met with more bitterness than success.

With modern airlift technology, several more
divisions of American troops could be brought home
and still be committed to Western Europe’s defense.
In an emergecy, they could be flown into position
alongside other NATO troops in a short time.

WASHINGTON NEWS
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Cifts, Rules and
Protests -
UNCLE SAM has been doriating: in-
creasing sums to education and much of
it has been doled out with litle restric-
tion. . :

But the rash of senseless and often
riotous disturbances on college cam-
puses has aroused Congress which late-
1y has been busy writing some condi-

tions into the laws which govern this
use of taxpayer money.

For instance, the Senate recently vot-
ed without dissent to withhold funds
fromanyuniversity which barred
Armed Forces recruiters from the cam-
pus. The Defense Department reported
six colleges bar Navy recruiters and 18
have a ban on Marine recruiters.

On most of these campuses there has
been some type of disturbance.

Seven of these institutions have bhad
grants from the National Aeronautics
and Space Agency. The pending bill au-
thorizes up to $10 miltion in such grants
for research and student aid,

The House has voted to cut off Feder-
al loans to individual students or faculty
members involved in riots..

There has been some squawk about
this from professors and even Govern-
ment officials. : .

But this money comes from all the
taxpayers, includin g some of those
fighting in Vietnam which has been the
pretext for some of the campus out-
breaks. Why should they be asked to
subsidize students or profesiors who
are more interested in *‘protesting”
than in finighing the jobs for which the
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Gaullist Landslide

Tor the first time in French parliamentary history,
a single party has captured an absolute majority in
the National Assembly. President de Gaulle'has accom-
plished one of the most dramatic political reversals
of modern times. ’

The Gaullist landslide yesterday, which confirms the
first round victory of a week before, was a vote for
stability and order in the streets after weeks of tur-
moil, student revolt and worker sit-ins that bordered
on gencral strike. France looked in the mirror, felt it
saw anarchy in its face and turned away.

Some voters undoubtedly were confused by Gaullist
charges of Communist subversion and that was the
supreme irony. For the Communists, along with the
Socialist and Catholic unions, were taken by surprise
by the spantaneous nationwide wave of strikes.

Trade union leaders rushed to negotiate a settle-
ment with the badly shaken Government and obtained
extraordinary cencessions. But they were immediately
repudiated hy the men oh strike, who refused to re-
turn to wark, thus demonstrating that the Gaullist
oppusition leaders could not control their troops.

The Government undoubtedly appeared impotent,
especially when the national referendum announced
by General de Gaulle achieved nothing and had to be
abandoned. But what seemed worse was the alterna-
Live. A popular front government in which the Com-
murists were the strongest element would have been
bad enoughs But there was not even the certainty that
the Gaullist opposition could unite. The Communists
ran against the moderate Left Federation in every
electinn district in the first round. The Center party,
which did the same, made deals with the Gaullists
in the second round yesterday.

President de Gaulle and his followers now hold
more complete power than at any time during their
decade in office. For the first time, they can rule
alone, without allies, if they wish.

Complete power means complete responsibility, as
Premier Pompidou recognized in his post-election
statement, which predicted a “difficult future,” The
ecopomic difficuities the country faces will not be
easy to resolve. Inflation, already underway, could
wipe out the recent wage increases by winter and
bring a renewal of major strikes. Resumption of the
student rebellion is expected in the fall, Flight of
capital has already reduced monetary reserves by well
over §1 billion, and the outlook for the franc is
perilous.

But the upheaval in May was not set off by eco-
noraic pressures, It essentiaily was a revolt against the
Gaullist regime, its authoritarianism and its concern
with prestige abroad instead of problems at home.
President de Gaulle's promise of basic reforms may
point toward some solutions. But it is certain, in any
event, to change the character of the regime. A turn
inward by Gaullist Frahce appears unavoidable.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
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A-aid for Japan backed

By the Associated Press
' Washington

A proposed agreément under which the
United States would provide additional
uranium for an expansion of Japan’s nue
clear-power program would benefit both
nations, an Atomic Energy Commission
official says.

Gerald F. Tape of the AEC told Con-
gress’s Joint Committee on Atomic Energy
that the arrangement would assure Japan
a long-term supply of the nuclear fuel and
add $620 millien to the U.S, export trade,

subsidies are granted?

Reasonable restraints from Congress
ara quite in order; they are not likely to
be initiated by the bureaucrats who
hand out the money, '
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FEATURES COLUMNISTS

" SECOND HO CHT MINH TRATL 18 PROLONGING

THE WAR

By Robert S. Elegant

. SAIGON.
THE Communist supply net-

work for South Vietnam
has doubled in the past year
with construction of a whole
new trail system in western
Laos and an increased flow
through Cambodia.

As a result, Red forces often
are hetter armed than South
Vietnamese troops. The Com-
munists, violating a basic rule
of guerilla warfare, no longer
hother to pick up weapons left
on the battlefield by their
foes, and offen ignore weapoas
dropped by fallen comrades.

They don’t need these aban-
doned weapons, for they are
equipped by an efficient “‘un-
derground” supply system
running through South Viet.
nam's’ “neutral” neigbbors,
Cambodia and Laos.

Reinforeements—more than
100,000 men so far this year--as
well as weapons, ammunition,
food and fuel flow along the Ho
Chi Minh Trails in Laos and the
Sihanouk Trail in Cambodia.

Without these reinforce-
ments-and supplies, the war in
South Vietnam might have
ended a year ago when the
Allies routed the local Vi-
eteong.

Because of these routes, the
war is no longer a guerilla
conflict, but a wholly new en-
gagement best described as a
‘semi-conventional war.”

Double Capacity

North Vietnam’s switch in

mid-1967 from a traditional
guerilfa war to a strategy of
seeking  major  viclories

brought into heavy use the
latest major addition {p the
supply system — Ho Chi Mmh
Trail I

The old Ho Chi Minh Trail
goes through Mu Gia Pass in
the Annamite mountain-range
just below the 18th Parallel,
then turns. southward through
the difficult terrain of easters
Laos.

The new route, Ho Chi Minh
Trail II, starts halfway be-
tween the 18th and 10th Paral-
lels where ' Keo Neua Pass
pierces the Annamite range di-
viding North Vietnam from
Lacs, and rpuns ashout 340
miles, first westward and then
south to the Bolivens Platea,
the rice bowl of southern
Laos.

Doubling the capacily of the
routes through Laos, the vew
Ho Chi Minh Trail I provides
2 rond over which some North

Vietnamese replacements have

ridden in trucks sil the way

from Hanoi to Kontuin in cep-
tral South Vietnam — zbout

800 miles — in 11 days.

Troops going farther south
toward Saigon and the Mekong
Delta - use the continuation in
Cambodia of Ho Chi Minh
Trail I and I, called the
Sihanouk Trail.

Flow Increases

Moving northward on the
Sihanouk Trail are many of
the supplies whxch {uel the in-
surrection in ' the southern
part of South - Vietnam. The
flow of weapons, gasqline and
food through Cambodia, often
in trucks of the royal army,
has increased sharply during
the past year.

Ho Chi Minh Trail II, by
being farther west than the
original Ho Chi Minh Trail, is
out of the usval range of na-
tive patrols led by U. 8. Spe-
cial Forces and Central Intel-
ligence Agency officers.

Two_ trails from the north,
instead of one, mean dispersed
targets-for U. S. bombers. In
addition, the Communists evi-
dently believe that air strikes
on the new trial will be de-
ierred by a population denser
than in southeastern Laos,
where the old Ho Chi Minh
Trail ruas,

The North Vietnamese have
stationed 65 regular combaf
baitalions along the new trajls
in Laos, as well as almost
that many service troops who
operate and maintain the
routes and major fixed instal-
lations,

Fine Networks

The Bolivens Plateau at the

southern end of Ho Chi Minh
Trail Il is a virtuaj “liberated
area” rich in rice, cattle and
other food. The ares around
the cities of Saravané and At-
tapeau, Red-dominated until
1982, is now wholly under
Communist sway, although the
cities themselves remain non-
Communist-islands.
- The two Ho Chi Minh Trails
are not dicht highways, but
complex, interwoven networks
which include well-
camouflaged all-weather roads
on some stretches. Lateral
east-west routes link them at
several - points along their
length. Not only trucks, but
half-racks and even “tanks
move along the trails.

The Communist - training
camps, bospitals and rest and
recreation centers are gener-

ally on Laotian and Cambodi-

an territory, while the major

supply - centers are on both
sides of the Vietnamese bor-
der,

The five chief points of en.
try into South Vietuam from
the Ho Chi Mish Trails are
determined mainly by the ter.
rain. Sotne of the bloodiest
battles of the war have been
fought at these' points. They
include Khe Sanh, the A Shau
Valley, Dak To, and Los Minh,

The east-west branch routes
from Taos are supplemented
by complex north-south sec-
ondary roads, roughly paralle-
ling the Vietnamese horder on
either side. The Communists
use these riorth-south routes to
transfer troops from one area
of South Vietnam to another,
as the 324C Division was re-
cently shifted from the Khe
Sanh area to Kontum, about 200
miles to the south, _

Cambodia’s road and river
routes handle about one-fourth
to one-third of the logistical
traffic into Soith Vietnam.
Weapons and  ammunition
come in primarily through the
port of Sihanoukville, Cam-
bodia, then move northward
over the Sthanouk Trail,

Hidden in. Coa‘l” |

Prince Norodom Sihanouk of
Cambodia has ackriowledged
that the Vietcong receive rice
and medicine from Cambodia.
He denies, however, the al-
most equally obvious flow of
weapons,

These arms enter Sihanouk-
ville consigned to the royal
Cambodian army or concealed
in coal shipments from Hanoi.
The arms are {rapsported
open{y to' poinis near the Viet-
namese border, where they are
{ransferred to:porters or to
sampans which ply the web of
canals dnd rivers thal criss.
eross the southern part of South
Vietnam,

‘‘The big Vlef.con,g supply
base at Batu is just l5 min-

SAM missiles ‘1!' they wanted
to.“

Key to problem

Cuptured North. Vietnamese
soldiers and local porters con-
firm the intelligence on the
supply routes provided
reconnaissance and elecl omc

sensors.

These trails in Laos and
Cambodia have been the key
to the problem in South Viet-
nam since the insurgency was
renewed in 1959, -

The guerillas knew that they
could meither maintain an in-
surrection nor yaise their
strength to the level necessary -
{0 overthrow the Saigon Gov-
ernment unless they had se-
cure supply lines from . their
base in North Vietnam. Al
previous guerilla insurrections
in  Southeast Asia which
lacked such supply lines had
failed.

The supply routes run
through Laos and Cambedia
because the - Demilitarized
Zone — 50 miles lon; and six
miles wide  dividing- North
from South Vietnarm since the
Geneva accords of 1954 — is
t0o susceptible to observation
and partial ‘control to allow
massive infiliration. At the
end of September, 1967, Com-
munist *“main force” units
consisted of 58,000 soldiers of
the regul:r North Vietnamese
army and 62,000 Vietcong,

Today, there are 85000
North Vetnamese in regular
units and 40,000 in the Vi
elcong. About half of the “Vi-
etcong” are actually individu-
a} replacements sen} from the
North along the trails.

Lavish Weapons

wes from here by h t
just on the other side of the
Cambodian  border,”  said

.Brig. ' Gen. Nguyen Xuan

Thinn, commander of y,h‘e
South - Vietnamese 2ith Divi-
sion, with headquarters . at
Duchoa, about 20 miles from
the Cambodian border. '

“Even from our side, you
can see 10 to 15 Cambodian
army trucks unloading every
day, The helicopter regularly
draws fire from Batu even
though it’s over Vietnam,” he
added

Gen Thinn lit a cigavet and
continued.

“AX the Vimonz do is give
the province ‘chief a - thiliion
piasters 2 ‘month, and théy
can move anything - even

1-F
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The trails enabled the Com-
munists to launch the Tet of-
fensive gt the end of January,
and to reinforce and resupply
the . badly battered Vieteong
with an entire new generation
of Chinese and Soviet-bloc
_weapons after Tet. Withouf the
supply lines, Tet could have
‘been the end of the road. for
the Communists,

; Gommunis{ forces -now, are
laviskly equipped with AR
Nautomatic rifles, recolens’ vi.
ﬂes. moartars, rockets, rocket

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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By Carl T. Rowan
Daily News Columnist ..

SAIGON—South Vietnam will
not accept an unconditional
cease-fire as a step toward
ending the war, President
Nguyen Van Thiew said .Fri-
day.

A cease-fire without specific
safeguards would work 90
per cent to the advantage of
the Communist aggressors,” he
said in an exclusive interview.
He made it clear that South
Vietnamese officials were dis-
turbed. by Vice President Hu-
bert Humphrey’s recent state-
ment that the United States
was eager to have a cease-fire,

In a wide-ranging interview,
Thieu emphasized that *‘no one
wants this war to end mere
than we do,” but he said Viet-
nam will guard against conces-
sions that weuld open the door
to a Communist takeover.

IN THIS CONNECTION, the
young chief of state said that:

® Hanoi is stalling in Paris
peace. talks while trying to
amass enough strength to
score a major military-politi-
cal victery in South Vietnam.
He said he expects a new
Communist military onsiaught
s00n. : ,

@ He has raised with the
JUnited States and other allies
the guestion of how long they
can afford to show restraint
while the Communists escalate
the war. He argues that if the
‘Communists launch more
rocket attacks on Saigon, or
begin - another military offen-
sive ‘against this or other cities
in. the South, the allies shouid
consider stern retaliation, in-
cluding possible. resumption of
widesscale bombing of North
Vietnam, I
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Nguyen Van Thiev .-

® His government remains ad-
amantly opposed (o & coalition
government that would em-
brace the National Liberation
Front (NLF), but he invites
any NLF or Viet Cong member
to ceasd warring against South
Vietnam and become *a first-
class citizen with full pelitical
and other rights.”

THIEU PRAISED the United
States for “complete consulta-
tien and co-operation” with re-
gard te the Paris talks, but it
was clear throughont the inter-
view that he thinks the Com-
munists are making suckers of
the ailies. He said Hanoi's
only reasan for going to Paris
was to. gain a respite during
which it could plan a military
campaign that Hanoi hopes
will impreve its bargaining
position.

3

THIEU - SAID some people

tried to' dismiss Humphrey's

call 'for a ‘ceaie-fire -as “just
the remarks of ia:political can-
didate,” ‘hist ‘thar he
Vietnamese: gdveFriment -dbiild
‘not dismiss thémn so-fightly.

He -said 13 '¢8ase-fire is ac-
‘ceptable to Baigon dnly -if it
brings an immediate end o
hostilities, ‘Ql)’fbids the €om-
Tithists frém -’s"éiziii'g fiore
teftitory ‘of pedple -and ‘ife-
vents theni from using ‘the
ceage-tive period 4o Dbuild +ip
‘their ‘iliesity Jorcas - and sup-
plies in Stwith Viethiam,

_ Thieu inditiited he views the
Puriz 141Ky aE Tiothing friore
than expiorétory and- ¥
cerned -with fiteke
the cenditiong under Which the
United States might ‘com-
pletely ‘sttp bombing 'North
Vietnain. When talks ‘begin 6n
politicdl @nd -othér -arraiige
mems of ‘ending. the ‘war, he
said, South . Vietiam,K must
play the key role.

-FOR ‘'THE United States ‘to
try to speek for Suigoh ‘weuld

‘be to ‘tall into Hanol’s trap,

Thieu said, because it ‘would
give the Comimuniéts -shppart
for their -propaginda. that the
United Staies has hecome &n
imperaljst colonial power in
Saigan -and that Thieq aiid his
colleagues. are ‘mere “pup-
peta”

Explaining -his rejection of
a coalition gtvernment, Thigu
said ‘he redts on a poitit 'stated
many tithes by the U.S. gov-
ernment: that the NLF is tle
creation-o! Hanoi and the tool
through which Hanoi conducts
the -‘war. Thus, he said, “We

can never ‘consider the NLF

as the equal, or parallel, df
the goverament of -South
Vistnam.”

WASHINGTON STAR ~

Hanoi Delegate
Calls Khe Sanh
A US. Defeat

PARIS (UPI) — North Viet-
nam’s negotiators at the dead-
locked peace talks today
claimed the American pullout
from Khe Sanh is “One of the
most serious strategic defeats”
suffered by the United States in
the Vietnam war.

A Hanoi spokesman told a
news conference called io claim
downing of the 3,000th American
plane over North Vietnam that

28 JUNE 1968

15,000 American and South Viet-
namese soldiers were killed and
injured while trying to hold the
stratégic marine outpost, south
of the demilitarized zone.

He said 11,700-of the casualties
were -Americans, U.S. marines
reported suffering 2,000 casual-
ties—ineluding wounded—at. Khe
Sanh.

Nguyen Thanh le, chief
spokesman for the Hanoi delega.
tion, described the withdrawal
from Khe Sanh ag an American
attempt to avoid full defeat,

Thej news conference was an-
other| Communist propaganda
attempt to claim victory and de-
mand; an immediate cessation to
U.S. bombing of the North.
North Vietnamese spokesman
said the 3,000th U.S, plane was
shot {down over Dong Hoi in

2-F

a

North Vietnam's southern pan-
handle. .
According to U.S! military
spokesien, 853 American planes
were downed over Noﬂh Viet-
nam in the course of the war,

Reds Sure of Strategy

Intensified pressure on the
hattlefield and propaganda ef-
forts in. Paris dre major ele-
ments cf the sirategy of North
Vietnam, Communist sources
sad.- . a

The sources said Hanoi was
confident . this strategy would
bring "about a weakening of
Americg’s resolve to fight the

war. )

‘Kt the same time, Hanoi diplo-
mats attempted to demonstrate
they were ready to talk peace
“with apyons sxcept the devil”

DECLASSIFIED

PROLENGING THE WAR
s»+ CONTINUED

grenades, light, heavy and an. *

tigircraft 'machine guns, and
cémmuni_ca-'t_i'ons gear. Some of
thé equipment, captured by Al-
-lied forces hears dates of
“manifacture in China only two
or thrée moaths earlier.
Troops have heen moving
down ‘the- trails at the rale of
well pver 20,000 a month since
the beginning of April. Truck
l'lraq!i’c sinee the March 31
borehing restriction has ex-
cegded 15,000 vehicles a

|| ‘month, ‘despite losses of more

than 15 percent inflicted by

Allied air‘action in Laos.
Ihese supply routes through

‘neighboring “neutral” countri-

| ‘es:present a major probiem to

“American sirategists,

“How can the Allies possibly
‘expeet {0 win with their fanks
‘wide open?” ‘asked one Eyro.
-pean senior officer, “It's the
'most elementary rule of war-

‘| .fare to cut the enemy’s supply
i lines, Why don't the Ameri-
| ‘¢dns do it?

“It is almost impossible to

| ‘utiderstand,” he added, “how

a major power could allow it-
self to be so frustrated and to
‘endure enormous humiliation
‘al-home and abroad for want
of ‘decisive action to choke off
the jenemy’s supplies and rein-
forcements.”

| . The best available answer io
| ‘his. domhients are complex
| “and -witimately unsatigfactory.

_Fear of further ‘inflaming
world public opinion "and of
extending the war has pre-

vented the Uniled States from -

rcutting the supply routes with

| fzround action instead of rely-

ing on partially effective air
atlacks -and haragsment by

| {native irregulars in Laos.

Etfective action would be al-
most. impossitle in Cambodia,
where Prince Sihanouk plays
a subtle -game he believes is
in -Cambodja’s best interests,
Sibanouk will not permit Amer-
lean Wetioh, and the border is
practically impassible to seal,

But. major staff studies con-
ducted by both American and
foreign officers conclude that
two' divisions of Allied troops
used as ‘“‘strategic guerillas’
could choke off most of the
suppliés and reinforcements,
Since the Communists’ engr-
mous buildup of men ang sup-
plies has ‘made their fixed

installationg vulnerable to am-
bushes and = to hit-and-run
raids, the troops would not at-
tempt to hold ground, but only
to shatter the trails,

Many officials argus that ef-
fectlve action in -Lacs would
demonstrate to Sthanouk that
his beliet in an inevitable Com-
munist “victory in Vietgem  is
erronecus. He then might move
with . confidence and vigor
against the supply lines
through Cambodia which help
sustain the Vietcong,

by expressing willingness to
meet with all U.S. presidential
candidates. Diplomatic observ-
ers called this a propaganda ef-
fort to improve Hanot’s image in
the United States.

.
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“How U.S. intelligence weighed
“Khe Sanh opposition

Even as United States hulldozers and ex-
ploswes demolish Khe Sani as the marine
base is being abandoned, the mystery as to
whether the earlier siege of Khe Sanh was
an end in itself or just ¢ ploy remains, The
following story describes how intelligence
information was obtained and how it was
evaluated,

By Beverly Deepe

Special correspondent of
The Christion Science Monitor

Khe Sanh, Vietham

Was the sicge of Khe Sanh a North Viet-
namese diversionary strategy to divert
United States attention from the Tet offen-
sive? United States military men in Vietnam
disagree. Both.the pro and con views are
based upon military intelligence. But there
is no general agreement on the interpreta-
tion of the mass of information that ac-
crued.

The inielligence-gathering means were
sophisticated and varied:

Clothbound, granulated land mines, were
seeded amid electronic sensors around Khe
Sanh, as they have been for sometime along
the seaboard side of the “M¢Namara Line.”

Portable radar sets, four feet high, were
staked out around Khe Sanh and monitored
by ground suveillance teams; they are now
being funneled out to other units in Vietnam.

“People-sniffers” which detect chemicals
emitted by human bodies were employed
and the resulls electronically magnified
onto measuring dials.

Starlight - scopes, resembling elongated,
‘old-fashioned binoculars, were issued to
low.flying forward air controllers in mid-
March. The instruments magnify moonlight
50 the navigators see potenial targets in the
darkness.

Scores of reconnaissance aircraft flew
over Khe Sanh. Some carried metal-detect.
ing infra-red cameras, some catried black-
-and-white film, and some employed color
photography — which distinguished be-
tween natural jungle and day-old camou-
flage., From these *“Recce” returns, a
miniature Khe Sanh was built in a sandbox
in Saigon, where American generals de-
duced where the North Vietnamese were
most likely to concentrate their supplies,
troops and equipment.

All tested devices

None of these exotic detection devices
were innovations in the sxege of Khe Sanh;
all had been employed in Vietnam, but in
less concentrated doses. Masg deployment
of them reflected the thinking of American
commnaders that North Vietnamese units
detecting was more significant than simply
dropping overwhelming tonnages of bombs
onto the jungle wilderness.

The mechanics of the sophisticated de-
vices are veiled behind top-secret military
classification. Their accuracy seems masked
not only behind military security, but also
behind the difficulties in assessing their con-
tribution to lifting the Khe Sanh siege.
Clearly, though, the confidence of senior
Amencan commanders did not rest on these

“‘secret weapons” to pivot the battle of
Khe Sanh.

“We remained confident simply because
we knew marines were marines.” one in-
formed source explained. “We knew that
what had to be done, the marines were go-
ing to do.”

In general, assessments of lhe value of
these devices were mixed. Some, such as
the portable radar sets, gave “good re-
sults” in detecting North Viet movements
within limited distances, one source report-
ed. But other sources, including some
American generals, believe the gadgetry
is generally overrated. One source ex-
plained:

“Frankly, we can't get overenfhused with
these gadgets. They're all aids, but they're
no substitute for eyewitnesses — either
American patrols ov Communist prisoners.
We need all these means of gathering intel-
ligence, but you van't just sit back and look
at electronic devices.”

Seme discount ‘gadgets’

Another said: I know, some think the
‘people-sniffer’ is a big thing. I gol a brief-
ing on it in the United States—the briefer
saidl we'd fly oul with this gadget and it
would sniff out the enemy and then we’d
five artillery in there and the sniffer would
end the war for us. Butl, actually, on the
hattlefield, it isn't even the beginning of an
answer. ’

Another opinivn: “Don't tell me about
those electronic sensors fovming the Me-
Namara line. An NVA regiment came
across the DMZ, straight through the Me.
Namara line and slopped us cold during
the Tet oflensive.”

“Frankly,” said another, “no one knew
how many NVA were around Khe Sanh
most of the time. We kept getting these
‘wave of the hand’ intelligence briefings.
The briefer would wave his hand over a
big chunk of the map around Khe Sanh and
tel] us that’s where the enemy was, But, to
be really effective, the intelligence has to
locate the enemy within a couple of grid
squares — down to several thousand me.
ters.'

Road network pushed

Crities of these electronie devices—and of
the overall, publicized view that the North
Vielnamese were ‘‘bombed out of the hills"—
expressed ihe belief that the Communists
used Khe Sanh as a strategic diversion
while the actual objective was their Tet mili-
tary offensive against the Vietnamese cities.

This school of thought is also hased on
evidence — although not conclusive — and
from this, deductions were made piecing to.
gether the Communist strategy. These
sources maintain that—bused on captured
documents—as early as June last year the
Hanol high command had already mapped
out its grand strategy for the Communist
drive into the cities. Hanoi then persuaded
the Moscow-blo¢ countries to support their
master plan with sophisticated weaponry.
Evidence: material captured in the Ashaun
Valley — ranging from canned Hungarian
goulash to Soviet trucks, tracked vehicles,
ficld artillery pieces, and Bulgarian medi-
cines.

By the fall of 1967, the Communists were
building elaborate road networks throughout
Laos and into the Ashau Valley, leading to
Hue, designed to transport their growing
number of heavy weapons and to create a
high-speed system for logistics and troop
movements. Evidence: the increased Com-
munist emphasis on road networks, includ-
ing fragments of an asphalt road 40 miles
north of Saigon.,

“Everything the Communists did from
mid-1967 had to fil into their plan to hit the
cities, I figure,” one source explained. “And
Khe Sanh had to fit into that strategy too,
Unless Khe Sanh was an extremely easy
target to take, it was diversionary for the
Communists. But, to be a credible diversion,
they had to create a real and serious threat
argund Khe Sanh—and there’s no question
but what it was a real threat there.

“But, the enemy created that threat to
draw friendly forces away from the coast.
Their main objective was Hue and their sec-
ondary one was Quang Tri city. If one ac-
eepls this view, then the Marines assessed
the situation well and ‘were very wise in
deciding to hold Khe Sanh with only 6,000
men, without major reinforcements, The
NVA put heavy pressure on Khe Sanh—and
then started pulling them {troops] out,
transporting them down their high-speed

w

DECLASSIFIED

hlghway in January in time to reach Hue
for Tet."

These sources then look at what intelli-
gence officers call the “enemy ordtl:‘r of
baltle”—what North Viet units werc “con-
firmed" or “belicved probable” at a given
location at a given time. Confirmation is
based on at least two items of separate,
firsthand evidence — such as iwo prisoners,
or a prisoner and a captured document.

Field commanders differed

There is still considerable disagreement
within the military on what North Viet units
had surrounded Khe Sanh at a given tlime.
Marine officers at the base during the sicge,
and other commaunders now, consistently
maintain that two North Viet divisions—the
304th and 325C—had surreunded it until mid-
March.

However, the United States Army field
commanders operating in the northern prov-
inces hold a different view. The Army’s lst
Air Cavalry Division in early February was
rushed towards Hue Lo reinforce the Marines
battling at least a Communist division there.

The 1st Cavalty was stopped cold several
miles from the Hue imperial citadel in the
village of La Chau, one of the showplace
pacification projects in Vietnam.

For two weeks, {rom Feb. 3 1o 15, the sky
troopers battled Communists in the village,
while intelligence officers were perplexed as
to which North Viet units they were fighting.
Finally, on Feb. 21, the intelligence officers
had ‘*‘confirmed” through prisoners and
documents the units: The 20th Regiment of
the 325C Division and 24th Regiment (some-
times also numbered 57) or the 304th Divi-
sion— two regiments which were presumed
to be attacking Khe Sanh,

The 1st Cavalry was stopped cold several
to its division headquarters. The division re-
plied it “completely discounted” the infor-
mation because the two regiments were
around Khe Sanh. One staff officer retorted,
“But I'm eyeballing the prisoner now and
I interrogated him while rocket rounds were
coming in. I've got prisoners tp show those
regiments are in La Chau—what’'s your
evidence they're in Khe Sanh?”

By late February. however, General
Creighton W. Abrams Jr., then representing
General Wesimoreland in the northern pro-
vinces, accepted the ‘“‘proof” that the two
regiments were outside of Hue, instead of
around Khe Sanh. Other prisoners captured
later around Khe Sanhi when the siege was
broken also said part of their divisions had
deployed for Hue in early January.

Movements confusing

(Maj. Gen. R. M. Tompkins, commanding
general of the Third Marine Division during
the Khe Sanh siege and later promoted to
commanding general of the senior Marine
command headquarters, said at a press con-
ference in Da Nang on May 24 it was ‘‘abso-
lutely incorrect” that elements of the twa
divisions were actually fighting near Hue.
“Until mid-March, both divisions were
around Khe Sanh”}.

By late February, only four of the six
North Viet infantry regiments were believed
still poised around Khe Sanh, Sources tend
to agrec that by mid-March—no specific
date is available from any source—the re-
maining two regiments of 325C Division de-
ployed southwards. Prisoners from this di-
vision were captured in the Ashau Valley
operation and later near Kontum and Dak
To. Intelligence sources said they have yet
to seize a prisoner of high enough rank to
explain why the two regiments moved south.

This left, then, two regiments of the 304th
Division around Khe Sanh--and there is still
disagreement whether they actually ever
withdrew from the greater Khe Sanh area,
although they did evade the 1st Air Cavalry
and Marine units in early April. Some of
these units fled their hill positions in some-
thing close 1o a rout, leaving behind weap-

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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‘Hanot asks
East bloc

for more aid

By John Hughes

Staff correspondent of
The Christign Science Monitor

Hong Kong

Though Hanoi’'s spokesmen are trying to
project an image of sweet reasonableness
at the Paris talks, the North Vietnamese re.
gime is pressing the war with undiminished
militaney.

At the latest session of the peace talks,
chief North Vietnamese delegate Xuan Thuy
appeared to accept the concept of South
Vietnam's ‘“neutrality” in foreign affairs
after any settlement of the war. And Aus-
tralian Communist journalist Wilfred Bur-
chett says in an interview that National Lib-
eration Front leaders (the political arm of
the Viet Cong) ‘‘have stopped stating that
they are the only authentic representatives
of the south.”

Yet even as these “‘concessions’ are be.
ing unveiled, & North Vietnamese delegation
was in Moscow pressing the Soviets for
greater military and economic aid.

Visits completed

The delegation is headed by North Viet-
nam’s Vice.Premier Le Thang Nghi. It
already has completed visits on similar busi-
ness to East Germany and Czechoslovakia.
Hanoi's official newspaper, Nhan Dan, says
the East Germans are providing “valuahble
material assistance” and that this is en-
couraging the Vietnamese people ‘‘to dash
forward and defeat the United States ag-
gressors completely.”

In Czechoslovakia, where the North Viet.
namese also sought military and economic
aid, the delegation expressed gratitude for
aid from the Czechs and also for the dis-
patch to Vietnam of Czech “volunteers.”

This quest for aid is being pressed against
a background of massive continuing Nerth
Vietnamese infiltration into South Vietnam.

President Johnson says infiltration is up

20 percent since the Paris talks began. A‘

the latest session of the Paris talks, Amer-
ican delegate Cyrus R. Vance charged in-
filtration had reached a record high of 29,000
men last month,

Information reaching this correspondent ia
that American intelligence estimates of infil-
tration now are remarkably accurate follow.
ing activation of an American electronic
monitoring screen which stretches the
breadth of South Vietnam and Laos to the
American base at Nakhon Phanom in easts
ern Thailand.

The North Vietnamese themselves no long»
er appear go reticent about admitting the
extent of their involvement in South Viet«
nam. In a recent issue of the party theoreti.
cal journal Hoc Tap, for instance, a North
Vietnamese colonel discusses this involve-
ment openly.

Goals restated

One of the objectives of the American air
war, writes Col. Dang Tinh, was “‘to pre-

vent the flow of assistance from the North

KHE SANH OPPOSITION
oo CONTINUED

ons and supplies over large areas as they |
evaded the 1st Air Cavalry.

But by Mid-March, four or five days of ex-
tensive treetop helicopter reconnaissance
identified the presence of not more than nine J
Communist infantry battalions around Khe
‘Sanh (three battalions form a regiment),
In actual contact during Operation Pegasus,
American units identified only seven bat.
talions—three from the 66th Regiment and
three from the 9th Regiment, plus one sap-
per battalion.

Intelligence discrepancies continue. The
Marines still list all three regiments of the
304th Division around Khe Sanh, as well as
the 68th Artillery Regiment and “‘possibly’’
a regiment of the 308th Division. But Army
headquarters in the northern provinces lists
the 24th Regiment—which the 1st Cavalry
fought at La Chau—as “Igcation unknown.
Certainly no one has annhiliated it,”" one
source explained. :

End of a series

to the South and cow our people into negoti-
ating on their [American] terms.”

But, he goes on, the Americans have
missed their objectives, American bombs
and shells have “failed to cow our people.
Instead our 31 million compatriots, single-
mindedly, are resolved to defend socialist
North Vietnam, liberate the South, and
achieve eventual national reunification.”

In a rare admission of North Vietnamese
involvement he adds, “The Ligher the Amer.
icans escalate their war of destruction in
the North, the more substaniial the as.
sistance of the North Vietnamese people
for the revolution in South Vietnam be.
comes.”

Meanwhile, in a new editorial the North
Vietnamese Army newspaper, Quan Doi
Nhan Dan, openly admits that Communist
forces have launched a new offensive, aimed
particularly at the cities and towns bf South
Vietnam, even ag theé Paris talks proveed.

The paper discusses-the “‘new drive of at-
tacks beginning in May,” says the *'revolu-
tionary war is standing deep in the towns,”
and avers the United States is cn the “stra.
tegic defensive.” :

Westmoreland assailed
The editorial was written to mark the de-

parture from Vietnam of Gen. Willlam C.

Westmoreland. The North Vietnamese Army

‘paper faulls General Westmoreland for his
offensive  search-and-destroy operations,
likening him to Napoleon at Austerlitz, It
says his frontal attacks failed and ‘fex-
ploded all the myths about American mili~
tary power.”

The paper says the general “lacked one

thing fundamental, and very important to
every military man — knowing oneself
and one’s enemy.”
" Quan Doi Nhan Dan pays a backhanded
'kind of compliment to General Westmore-
land’s successor, General Creighton W.
Abrams Jr. For he, says the Hanoi journal,
“has indeed acted with certain promptness.
He took various moves toward mabile de-
fense such as reinforcing the garrison in‘the
Quangtri:Thua Thien region, strengthening
the defenses around Saigon, sending air
‘mobile forces to Khe Sanh and then to the
Ashau Valley, ete.”

But the new Communist attacks have *“put
a damper on Abrams enthusiasm,” says the
North Vietnamese Army paper, “The United
States is losing heavily right at its strongest
‘positions: Highway 9, the military, political,
‘and psychological dam defended by about
two-thirds of the American forces in South
Vietnam, is constantly under fire. . . .

“The towns, the innermost defense and
hub of American neo-colonialism, are que_ak-
ing under the onslaughts of the lberation
[Communist] forces. i
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'No Good Reason to Stay'

Why U. S. Has Quit Khe Sanh

By MM G. LUCAS

Scripps-Howard Staff Writer

The US. decided to move

extablish a major patrol base at
Kie Saoh and thinks it was “a

inside Khe Sanh to oppose. He
said they “may have two regi-

{roops out of is big base at Khe
Sunh because “there was na
longer any good reason 10 slay”
and hecause “we can deny it to
the enemy,” Lt Gem. Lewis
Wall, Assistant Marine Com-
mandant, said today,

(. Walt formerly eonunand-
ed Marines in 1st Corpy, which
includes Khe Sanh, and es-
tablished the base which later
became the scone of the bitter
est fighting of the war.

In Saigon, Brig. Gen. Winani
Sidle, U.S. Chief of Information,
said Khe Sanh “will be leveled.
bulldozed and-the bunkers
cnsed up.” He said the razing
operation was “now under
way."”

Gen. Walt said he concurred
in the 1966 decision of Gen. Wik
liam C. Westmoreland, then
U.S. Commander in Vietnam, to

wise decision.” But he said con-
dilions have changed and it is
now hest fo shift to mobhile tac-
Hes.

He said the American invest-
ment at Khe Saoh, where 5000
Marines reeently hroke a seige
by two-and-a-half North Viet-
namese divisions, was 2 sound
one. .

“They lost 15,000 men and we
lost 199 dead Marines,” he said.
“Five thousand Marines tied
down 35,000 North Vietnamese,
If those troops had hecn avail-
able to the enemy during his Tet
offensive he might have won.
Can you jmagine what would
have happered # he could have
thrown them into the battle for
Hue?”

But Gen. Walt said the North
Vietnamese oow “really have
nahing left up there” for men

L=F

ments in the whole area” but
that Khe Sanh is no longer need-
ed. .

“We are confident we can
deny use of the area to the ene-

my,” he said. “If they go in, ~

we've got every inch of that
ground registered (for artillery
fire)"

Abandonment of Khe Sanh -
was considered a foregone con- .

clusion after Lt. Gen. Hemry
Buse, new Fleet Marine Force
Commander in the Pacific, told
the press al Da Nang three
weeks ago, his men “may or
may not” give it up. Gen. Buse
added there was “much less
reason to hold onlo it” now that
North Vietnamese iroops once
surrounding it had been soundly
defeated.

'NEW TACTICS'
Gen. Buse said he- planned
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U. 8. Will Realign Air

‘Units in South Korea

TOKYOQ, June 30 Wp — The
United States 5th Air Force to-
day announced a realignment
of American air force tactical
fighter and interceptor units in
South Korea.

“new tactics” for the Marines,
apparently a reference {o “Sting
Ray” patrols favored by Gen.
Walt. when he was in command.
Gen. Buse and Gen. Creighton
Abrams. Gen. Westmoreland’s
successor, apparenilly have
agreed {o give “Sting Ray” a
. full field test. Gen. Westmore.
land is to be sworn in as Army
Chief of Staff next week.

Under the “Sting Ray” con-
cept, troops are held m centers
of population along the coastal
plains, while small patrols of
highly irained scouts go out to
spot the enemy. Once they lo-

. oale his encampments, they call
in artillery and planes.
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A Look a

By PETER ARNETT
. Associated Press Statf Writer
" SAIGON — Vietnam's Com-
munist leadership continues re-
lentlessly to unroll its biggest
military offensive right into the
jaws of allked strenght.

Vast allied firepower is chew-
ing up enemy troops by the thou-
sands in the battles that began
with the Tet offensive five
months ago. The bloodletting
across the country is more than
double that of last year,

Yet as rapidly as the Commu-
nist-led troops die, as many
again beat their way right up to
the doors of the capital itself.

“By God, there are 51 enemy
battalions manpeuvering just one
day’s march from Saigon,” com-
mented a U.S. general,

“They arrived in February,
they have hit us twice, and they
are still there pressuring the
city, regardless of casualties.”

Impossible Objectives

Much of the killing in recent
months the enemy has brought
upon himself, He attacked objec-
tives be had no real possibility
of seizing,

The easy, extensive kills have
Jed some observers to believe
North Vietnam's Gen. Vo Nguy-
en Giap is making his great mis-
take of the war. By disregardipg
his own rules of guerrilla war-
fare and engaging in convention-
al baftles, they suggest, he has
committed his armies to certain
defeat,

The most knowledgeable
Americans and Vietnamses read
the current situation much dif-
ferently, .

They see the enemy fighting a
short-term high intensity war to
impact with maximun effective-
ness on the South Vietnamese
i o o

ear-particularly by cting
i m mc an casualies, These
have doubled to more than 9,000
dead for the first six months.

Epemy forces have shelved
the low-intensity, long, protract-
ed “war into the future” they
were fighting up to late last
year, They try to reap quick
political gains now, hoping that
the Vietnamese government will
fragment, that the people will
get tired, and that the issue of
peace on their terms can be
forced here and in the United
States,

Many Options Open

Should these gains not be
made, then the North Viet-
namese could use any of many
options. Based on allied studies
of North Vietnam's population
growth, they can sustan the cur-
rent huge casualty rate indefi-
nitely and fight on with troops of
increasingly poorer quality.

Or if the allled pressure be-
came too great they could make
“one little concession in Paris
and we'll have to back off,”
commented a U.S. general,

Alternatively, the North Viet-
namese could cut their losses
and fade back into jungle, ton-
tinulng the war as before while

building back their guerrilla
units, They could start a new
offensive when ready.

There are two factors short of
full scale unlimited war that
could frustrate the North Viet-
namese.

One would be a miraculous
improvement in the Vietnamese
army, permitting American
troops to go home, The other is

Whera does the Vietnam war stand?
hat is the outlook? Here is an
‘assessment by o Pulitzer-prize cor-

v dent of The Associoted Press
who hos covered the war for six
years. To get information for this
dispatch he traveled up and down
Vietnam from the Mekong Deita to
the demilitarized zone, interviewing
senior Americans and Vietnamese,

getting the Saigon government
the support of the population,

Both prospects are remote.
Knowledgeahle Americans see
the Vietnamese army becoming
at best the cutting edge for the
other allies, a role hitherto held
by the Americans.

Frequent Crises in Salgon

There is no sign the Viet-
namese population hag wormed
toward a Saigon government
that is staggering through one
crisis after another, “The people
just do not accept their govern-
ment,”” one senior American
commented.

Dissension within the Viet-
namese military high command
adds to political instability.

“I could launch a coup d'etat
any time I liked, any time I
wanted {0, and the Americans
could not stop me,” Vice Presi.
dent Nguyen Cao Ky told this
reporter a few days ago. Ky was
lolling in swimming trunks un-
der a yellow parachute canopy
shielding off the sun on a Nha
Trang heach, He had just vented
rage against President Nguyen
Van Thieu, long a rival, who is
now attempting to grasp com-
plete political and military pow-

er.

“President Ngo Dinh Diem
craved too much power. Look
what happened to him,” Ky
commented.

Here is a_grassroots look at
the war and politics in Vietnam
at midpoint in 1968:

Allied War Strategy: After he
took over the American troop
command recently, Gen. Creigh-
ton W. Abrams told a staff
conference how he would handle
the enemy menace on Saigon:

“We are going to drop so
many B52s on them that all we’ll
need to do is to send in an un-
armed LURP (longrange pa-
trol) team with notebooks to
keep score. . . .’

Firepower remains the key to
allied strategy, and the high-
flying B-52 bombers Abrams fa-
vors are pounding the country-
side from the Mekong Delta to
the DMZ.

. The allies are fighting a hold-
ing action, When the reporter
asked the former Vietnamese
commander in the delta, Lt.
Gen. Nguyen Duc Thang. if he
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War Afte

would get victory, he said, “We
hold on tight now, win later.”

That pretty well sums up al-
lied strategy.

Pressure Is on Saigon

The main enemy pressure Is
directed against Saigon, and al-
lied forces are in continuous con-
tact with 51 enemy battalions
within 25 miles of the city. Con-
tinuous helicopter operations are
launched along the canals, the
sugarcane fields and swamps.

Ten American infantry batta-
lions operate near the Saigon
perimeter, but a senior Ameri-
can commander said as much as
20 percent of an attacking force
could penetrate the city in a big
push.

A major enemy challenge re-
mains at the DMZ. American
commanders have sought to re-
lieve pressure by pulling out of
|the combat base of Khe Sanh.
| Much work is going into the
jonly portion of the ‘McNamata
Line” ever built along the DMZ,
that section stretching across
the eastern coastal plain.

U.S. Forces at Triborder

American forces are also
bunched in Kontum province on
the Laos.Cambodian-Vietnamese
triborder where half a dozen
enemy regiments are deployed.

Abrams seems to favor in-
 ereasing mobile operations, It is
unlikely he can do anything,

ihowever, about cutting down:
Each.
|American regiment is locked!
‘onto an enemy one, and it is up’

American  casualties,

to the ememy to fight or run
away. This year he is generally
fighting.

Enemy War Strategy: The
enemy of 1967 did net attack
until he was reasonably sure of
victory and outhumbered his op-
ponents.

These days the North Viet-
namese troops blunder blindly
into allied units, and seem to
lack the guerrilla’s ability to dis-
perse.

“They are much easier to deal
with than the old Viet Cong,” an
American officer -commented.
“So often they stick together as
we zero in, and they die togeth-
er.”

Prisoner interrogations indi-
cate that high-ranking enemy
commanders are staying back
from the fighting, a departure
from the early Tet offensive. Al-
lied officers see this as particu-
larly disadvantageous to them,
because of the numerous deci-
sions needed.

American intelligence has esti-
mated that the enemy infra-
structure is being destroyed at
three times last year's rate, but
thousands of these clandestine
political operatives remain.

The Commumist leadership is
pouring troop replacements
down the Ho Chi Minh trail, An
estimated 25,000 troops were in-
filtrated into the 3rd -Corps area
in the first five months of this
year, compared with 14,000 in all
1967

Bg'r estimate 40,000 enemy
5-F
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r Six Years

have been killed in the 3rd
Cotps, but as in all other areas
of the country the infiltrators
and local recuirting are refilling
decimated rznks,

PACIFICATION: The fury of
the enemy offensive seems to
have stunned much of the popu-
lation. A study by the U.S. high
command on a village southwest
of Saigon indicates that the pop-
ulation is more passive than
ever to the war.

“Lack of help for the Viet
Cong is about all we can ex-
pect,” a senior U.S, military
man said.

High-ranking Americans say
pacification cadres now concen-
trate on achieving fewer things,
such as security and developing
the local militia.

Enemy battalions apparently
stay pretty much to themselves,
moving into hamlets some
nights but generally leaving the
population alone, “He could take
over the countryside, but he
hasn’t bothered., He has a more
important target — Saigon,” a
pacification officer commented.

POLITICS: Resentment over
President Thieu’s open bid for
complete power had led half a
dozen important Vietnamese
generals to resign. The president
is taking his time deciding
whether to accept them, con-
scious that a wrong decision
could upset the delicate halance
of the country’s real power—in
the military high command,

Vice President Ky told this re-
porter: “The president has
enough power, hasn’t he? He is
the hoss because of his rank.
Must he have it all, though?”

Some Americans see both Ky
and Thieu a5 attempting to force
senior generals to join one side
or the other.

PARIS TALKS: A catalyst for
an attempted coup d'etat could
come from Paris, where any
hint of American concessions
sends rage through the Viet-
namese hawks.

A compromise of any sort with
the Communists would mean the
destruction of free Vietnam,”
Ky says. “The U.S. cannot force
a compromise of ahy sort on us.
I and my friends are patriots.
We will fight to the end.”

Ky’s views are shared b
many in the U.S, high command.
Lt. Gen. William Peers, com-
mander of Field Forces 1, which
covers the 2nd Corps area, told
this reporter: “I would hate to
think that what we have done
over here has been in vain.”

High-ranking American offi-
cials acknowledge there is ob-
viously an underlying feeling of
apprehension among some Viet-
namese over the Paris talks,
and the possibility that the
American commitment might
somehow alter its form, if the
war is ever to end.
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. S. L. A. Marshalfam

Is Hanoi Deluded by Its Own Propaganda

pore

—or I It Desperate?

SAIGON.
‘E HAVE seen it happen
in our time thal at the

very top of government it s«

possible for dictators of poli-
¢y to become deluded by
‘their own propaganda,

So ome cannot ponder the
question, whether at this
‘juncture the cligne running
the war from Hanoi.are very
‘clever realists running a mon-
‘strous bluff or mere dupes
victimized by the party line,
‘without remembering Berlin,

Hitler in- the Reichschancel-
lory bunker still believed he
conld pull it off and lalked
‘that ‘way to all about him,
.though the city was in ﬂames
and his .armies were in col-
Japse. Until the hour -of his
suicide, the mythology of in-
vincibility - voided any possi-
bility of confrontation by
fact,

Either there is a similar
condition in Hanoi. or Uncle
Ho Chi Minh -and his hench-
men are.a diezhard crowd of
‘reslists, ‘making a final] and
supreme gamble . on the
‘chance that the United
States can .heveuchered. out of
the stakes on the table, by
big talk.and. a.reckiess use of
weapons -and military man.
power. Adding one thing -with
another, it is-self:evident that
they are risking far more

. than they can afford on the
thin hope .that they can wis
the war this summer,

v ¥ ¥

THEIR  boastful claiming

reveals the hollowness,
rather .than the stremgth, of
‘the positien, Only a.few days
‘ago came the threat to lay
one hundred 122-mm rockets
on Saigon-and keep it.up 100
days. Tactically, it was no

more possible for the Com-

munists to stage amy such:
attack than it was for friend-
ly ‘patroling to eliminate the
rocket menace altogether,
and someone ghould have
said so instead of letting
them créate the impression
that they could do so.

Ever since the Tet battle of
the cilies, Hanoi has been
outdoing Baron Munchausen,
At the conclusion of ‘that
long-drawn effort to win a
decision, these words came
from the Hanoi ‘mill: “In 45
days of attack, we have
wiped out more than 40 per-
cent of Americin and Allied
strength in South Vietmam.”
In cold fact,-the énemy had
not. killed or wounded even 4
percént, though the statisticy
s2ain leaves unanswered the
vital question: Do Ho and the
others really believe such
rot?

When they tell the juvenile
réplacements, sent southward,
that all resistance to the
Communist front has sub-
sided in the delta, either they
have themselves embraced
thit wishful thought, or they
are perpétrating a’ monstrous
deception of their own peo-
ple.

LI I

T THIS writing, Hanol is
sending more soldiers

inte South Vietnam than ever
befors. The troop flow is be-
tween 14,000 and 16,000 month-
ly, compared to 7000 monthly
oné year ago. Mast of this
input iy composed of young

* replacements sent forward ia

packets through the DMZ via
the coastal piain to join units
fighting in'T Corps zone.
‘Thers, and mot ardund
Saigon, is where the siruggle
hay mteuﬁmed so immodey-

stely. Forty-seven percent of
enemy sirength is now de.

ployed in - the few northern’

provinces, and 42 percent of
our -own ~field force is én-
gaged there.

Thest fresh troops come
forward sdequately ' armed.
‘Thanks to Soviel and Red
Chinese ‘help, Hanoi has no
problem there, ‘The array of
heavy weapons  supporting
them ~out of the DMZ and
from th¢ high ground was
never a8 formidable as now:
Due.to the construction of the
road through Laos that wilf
serve motor traffic, they can
tow gel the heavy stuff for-
ward in large numbers.

Otherwise, the big push is

' noteworthy only because of

(its marks of weakness seem-
ingly energized out of sheer
‘desperation. The troops are
badly {rained. When cor-
nered, they surrender now in
big bunches. Under interroga-
tion, they talk freely, Few of

-the replacements are -aware

Of the unit to which they had
Dbeen sssigned, Some bave not
fired & rifle before being sent
over the trail.
LIS

HREE main characteris-

tics were identified with
the North Vietnam regulars
‘and Vietcomg  discipline in

former years. They strove it .

all times, and largely sue-
ceeded, in  extracting ‘their
dead from the battlefidld.
They cleared the battlefield
of all - weapons they could.
When surrounded, they were
inordinately cléver al finding
the one small estape hole,
converging to it, and Zetting

away.

Most -of that is now in the
past, They fiee the scene and
don’t bother to burden them-
selves with their deed. They
leave the combal field lit-
tered with their ordnance, ri-
fles, rockets, grenades and
all else. And the cunning they
once acquired in training that
enabled them to break con-
tact at will and slip away,
leaving no trail behind, is
now less evident than the
lack of craftiness and care in
operations.

‘The  heavy antiaircrapt
weapons and rocket caches
that our patrols have lately
‘come across in the I Corps
piedment and -highlands are
often found totally unguarded
and inexpertly camouflaged,
if at .41l Fancy the delight a
squad of young Gls entering
upon .a jungle clearing to dis-
cover there an enemy battery
of 57-mm guns well- emplaced
and not an enemy soldier in

sight. It has hamned saver-

a] times.
L I

ORE significant still is
the abandonment of cau-
tion and self-advantage in the

enemy attack. Today, Nerth .

Vietnamese formationt are
repeatedly committed to bat-
tle under conditions where
bloody repulse, for me gaia,
becomes inevitable,

These, and other signs,
such as their coldly deliber-
ate slaughter of Vietnamese
civilians, all peint to an ene-
my racing against time, Ei.
ther Hanoi is deluded that it
has the war won and is now

applying the crusher, or it is -

moved by the false courage
ot desperation. There can be
a5 middle ground.
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Protection Against Chinese Missile, Buf . .. . ~

ABM No Defense Against Cuba

By MIKE MILLER

Scripps-Howard. Staf¥ Writer

As currently .designed, the Sentinel Anii-
Ballistic Missile :system could protect the U.S.
against missiles {ired from Red China 6000 miles
away-— but not -from -any -missiles that might be
fired from Cuba 9 miles away,

That's what Army offickals bave told the House
Pefense Appropriations Sub-eomimittee, according
to testimony the “Sub-committee made, public to-
day. -
Et Gen. A. D, StarhaﬂsmdSmﬁnelwuuldmt

defend againet potential missile threats from

Cuba -becatse “it would not have the over-all
country-wide coverage that you can get by look-
ing out (by radar) and catching the missile com-
ing in from a long distance.” -

Nor are thege any other U.S, defensive systems
o a missile athack fram Cuba. In response
to mmitiee inquiries, they Army supplied

- this statement for the Tecord.of the hearings:

“The Army has no active defense today against
a missile aimed .at the United States from Ciba
once the missile is laumched.

The Army added that an addifional Spartan
missile -site with accompanying radar installa.
tions at an undisclised location “would be re-
quired to protect Florida againgl Cuban-based
ballistic missiles.”

But no plans were dxsclosed to provide that
additional site.

The Spartan will be he long<ange misalle of
the Sentinel systemn. A -shorter-range defensive
missile will be known as the Spriot.

There have been no confirmed reports of strate-
gie offensive missiles in Cuba since 1962 when the
Ipte Presidént John F. Kennedy successfully. de-
manded mmd!romﬁnhlﬂclmwui&-
viet missites, But Rep. Robert L. F. Sikes (D,
Fla.) raised the possibility during the Teceat

6-F

DECLASSIFIED

hearings of a recurrence of the 1961 crisis.
Scientisis estimaded in 1962 that the missiles in

_ Cuba could hit the U.S. mainland Jess than five

minutes after latnching.

Gen. Starbird also said Sentinal would have only
limited effect against the Fractiopal Ocbital Bom-
bardment Systemn Russia is reported to be devel-

. oping. FOBS would appreach the U.S. on a low.

trajectory designed to cut down radar warning
time.

Gen. Starbird said & would be possible to de.
sign Sentinel to-defend against both FOBS and
missiles fired from Russian submarines off the
U.S. coast. Bui this would require more ABMs
than currently planned; the Army said

The Defense Depariment has said there will be
15 to 20 missile batteries in the $5.5 billian Sentj-
nel system. Thirteen potential sites are being sur-
ve}ed the closest to Cuba being the Albany, Ga.,
area, Sentinel is scheduled to become fully opera-
tional n five or six years.
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Joshua Lederberg

THE SEASON for the mis.
sile-pap game has rolled
around again. Thig time the
Republicans promise to lam-
haste the Democrats for let.
ting the Russians creep up
on our ‘“‘nuclear superior-
ity.”

A large backward step is the
premise that nuclear su-
premacy is an end in itself.
1f this is a valid aim for the
United States, it should be
also for every other inde-
pendent power. These famil-
jar arguments about mu-
tually aggravated escalation
are too often attributed to a
world view that is supposed
to he snft-minded about
eommunism and what the
Reds would do to us if we
gave them half a chance.

To the contrary, I must give
great credit to the world
Communist conspiracy for
inciting the United States to
unrealistic goals that drain
our resources, With good
reason, they are as afraid of
American irrationality as we
are of theirs. It would be a
cosmic crime to tempt them
by our own weakness into
the wuitimate gamble that
might, once and for all, pa.
cify the world. But it is so
easy to exploit our adoles-
cent temperament, our his-
toric insistence on being the
prima donna, if we accept
any part at all on the world
stage. So they feint in Ber-
lin, or with ballistic-missile
defenses or just by holding
back in Vietnam and we
promptly oyerreact in push-
button fashion.

THE MISSILE-GAP game
should stimulate us to hard
thinking about the truths of
national security.  The
achievable purposes of stra-
tegic nuclear weapons are to
forestall nuclear blackmail
and to deter a mortal attack.
These are essentially psy-
chological aims, intended to
influence our own behavior
and that of the adversary. Uf
strategic nuclear weapons
ever again have to be used,
they will have been dismal
fajlures—and we, as a spe.
cies, along with them.

In this light, a striving for
nuclear superiority may
temporarily further some
national psychological aims;
but do we need to bolster
self-confidence that can re-
sist blackmail? Perhaps yes,
The ultimate step in any
scenario of puclear deter-
rence is exquisitely irration-
al, An unsophisticated public
may demand the comfort of
large irrational numbers in
order for nuclear stalemate

itn he emotionally accepta-
hle. We might algo wonder
abput the publie on the
other side: will they also un-
derstand that there is no dil-

ference  between  being
killed or averkilled?
There is unfortunately

more to deterrence than the

The Real Missile Gap Is
In Knowledge of Psychology

stability (rather than astep
toward pre-emptive war)
would be far more reasona-
hle if the psychalogical
objectives of nuclear policy
were more clearly perceived
and used as a hasis of ré-
wearch and action. How our
friends and adversaries pere

ceives this enuntry’s policies
and motives are at the root
of nur foreign and military
nolicy. Do we spend 1 per
cenl of our arms outlay on
social and psychological re-
search and action? If so,
Congress is not aware of it,
for it would surely he
squelched, by the same il-
logic that led to the halving
of the alrecady puny re- -
scarch hudget of the Disar-
mament  Agency. Perhaps
the bhrunl of such research
ought, to he directed at the
perplexing psychnlogy of
our own Congress.

& 1768, The Washingion Post Co.

calculated ‘physical eapacity

to retaliate after a firsl
strike. We might make that
capacity more credible and
thus more effective, espe-
cially if the adversary is il
informed, hy expanding our
own  advertised  reserve
force. But deterrence also
demands that he feel secure
enough not to have to gam-
ble on a desperate strike,
Parity is the most stable
equilibrium for mutual secu
rity, for each side may then
feel that hoth will be unac- |
ceptably damaged no matter |
who takes the initiative, The
most unstable is that dispat-
ity is approached.

THE CASE for escalating
nuclear armaments as a
valid investment in world .

aitack wnly,
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Red China the Danger

{4 Russian talics on disarmargent may have to dy only with
renounotg defense systems aganst one ansthar, This would leave
hoily wountries free 1o build antiballisiic missite systems for de-
fane aganst Red Ching or other small-seafe tuciear powers,

This would let U.S. go ahead with 35.5 billion Seatine! system just
approved by Senale; would do away with need for $46 billion ABM
systewr b0 protect against Russian attack.

Positlon of Russian ABMs already installed indicates to US
Intalligence analysts they are intended to sbop U.S. missiles, but
scak i3 not great encugh to blunt any allout U.S. autack, they say.
Conclusion t5 that Russians may he willing 10 hold down ABMs to a
lovei that would protect USSR from Red Chinesa
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Missile
curbing talk
buoys UN

By Mario Rossi

Special correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor

United Nations, N.Y.

Moszow's apparent readiness to start
talks on missile curbs has elicited a positive
response in United Nations diplomatic
circles. .

The main reason is seen in the hope that
an eventual agreement between the Soviet
Union and the United States will contribute
to maintaining the balance of power,

Most nations recognize that the peace of
the world is today in large measure de-
pendent upon the capacity of both super-
powers to deter one another.

It is assumed that establishment of an
effective antimissile system would upset the
balance and invite countermeasures.

Diplomats here do not doubt that the
superpower which considered itself at a dis-
advantage would also feel threatened with
all the dangers that this implies.

That is why it is felt that since the balance
would have to be reestablished in the short-
est possible period, the antimissile system

now under construction would imply a very
considerable expenditure without altering
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the balance in any substantial manner.

It is also believed here at the United Na-
tions that the Soviet offer goes some way
toward meeting the insistent demand of the
nonnuclear powers that nonproliferation of
nuclear weapons should represent the first
step toward limiting the arms race.

Pulled in opposite directions

The United States is given full credit for
having taken the initiative in suggesting
conversations to the Soviets.

The general feeling is that the two super-
powers have acted in a most responsible
manner,

As so often happens when considering the
mutual relationship between superpowers,
the smaller nations find themselves pulled in
opposite directions.

They consider the equilibrium of mutual
deterrence to be indispensable to the preser-
vation of peace. But any understanding be-
tween the superpowers for the realization of
this aim also raises the ‘“threat” that the
Washington-Moscow “axis” will run the
world as it pleases without taking into much
account the wishes of the smaller nations.

This “threat” in turn strengthens the con-
viction so widely felt at the United Nations
that most other countries have hardly any
role to play in world affairs.

Quite a number of diplomats are emo-
tionally at least inclined to accept Peking's
views on ‘‘nuclear colonialism™ by the su-
perpowers.

Frustration, however, is often the mask
behind which the third world’s deep divi-
sions hide.

The Afro-Asian majority at the UN is
presently unable to assume greater respon-
sibilities and in the circumstances an un-
derstanding among the superpowers be-
comes all the more necessary, it is felt
here. ’
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U.S. Japanese Relations

BY SAMEUL JAMESON
[Chief of Tokyo Bureau]

{Chicago Tribune Prass Servics]

TOKYO, June 29—A five-
month campaign against Amer-
ican military bases here has
unearthed a series of deep-
rooted problems in American-
Japénese relations.

The anti-base furor, which
United States military officials
say has thus far caused “no
serious impediments” to opera-
tions, has been spurred by a
series of specific incidents—but
in each case the wave of
protest has overwhelmed the
facts at hand.

Altho military officers dis-

miss the trouble as the work of |~

a handful of agitators, Prime
Minister Eisaku Sato and his
ruling Liberal Democrats have
either affirmed or refrained
from countering countless
charges which originated in
local governing bodies, in the
press, or in leftist demonstra-
tions. And the ideological color-
ing of anti-base flareups has
been replaced by a new theme
of alleged American disregard
for the health and safety of the
Japanese-people.
Express Deep Concern

American embassy officials,
unlike the military, express
deep concern. Ambassador U.
Alexis Johnson returned to
Washington last month for
what were described as routine
consultations—only six months
after his last visit home. Altho
the embassy has refrained
from public comment, one
highly placed American diplo-
mat told a group of Japanese.
scholars in an off-the-record
-meeting that *‘a basic re-evalu-
ation of United States-Japan
relations probably would be a
good thing for. both countrigs.”
countries.”

The present trouble does not
represent anti-American senti-
ment, but rather anti-base
feelings, embassy officials con-
fide privately.

1t started with the visit in
January of the nuclear-powered
aircraft carrier, Enterprise,
gained momentum with street
riots against an American
army hospital for Viet Nam
casualties in February and
March, picked up emotionalism
when above-normal radioactiv-
ity was detected during a visit
of a nuclear-powered subma-
rine in May, and exploded when
a F-4 Phantom jet crashed on
the campus of Kyushu univer-
sity June 2.

Won't Unload Ammo

Workers have refused to
unlead ammunition, students
have stopped an ammunition
train, and Kyushu university
has refused to permit recovery
of the jet wreckage. A series of
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leztar Bases Stra®}

protests has been directed at
noise irritants around air
bases, a practice bombing
range, two ground maneuvering
areas, transportation of jet fuel
on Japanese highways, and
use of civilian airports by
military chartered planes.
More than 50 of the 147
American military installations
have been troubled with pro-
tests-in one form or another.
Causes of the trouble include
rising Japanese nationalism,
which finds expression in lash-
ing out at what former Ambas-
sador Edwin 0. Reischauer
called undue Japanese con-

sciousness of “the overwhelm-

ing presence of the United
States” in Japan’s affairs,

Concentration of population
around urban areas has
crowded many United States
bases, which once sat in the
middle of rice paddies, and
made accidents and crimess
committed by American mili-
tary personnel felt more no-
ticeably. As a result, the
foreign ministry has announced
an over-all re-evaluation of the
basa locations.

Move Poses Difficulties
Moving them elsewhere in
crowded Japan, however, poses
difficulties. Last year the
United States agreed fo move a

bombing ranee to a Japanese-
proposed substitute ~ location,
only to run into heavy opposix
tion at the proposed site.

The underlying causes of the
present base furor, howevery
appear to be less sophisticated.
In October, 1965, Lt. Gen.
Maurice Preston, commander
of American forces in Japan at
that time, told a group of.
American correspondents:

“The thing that has always-
bethered me is that when these
base problems arise, nobody
stands up to speak for us. The
Liberal Democrats always hide
behind us—and it is disturbing.
to me that they should think
this attitude is politically
sound.”

Words Still Applicable
Preston’s words. are as. ap-

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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U.S. Takes Tougher Line With Japan,

Where Nationalism Is on the Inerease

By Richard Halloran
Washington Post Foreigh Service

TOKYO, June 30—The man-
ner in which the Japanese
government accepted the re-
turn of Iwo Jima and other
Bonin Islands last Wednes-
day is not a happy omen for
relations hetween the two
nations in the next couple of
critieal years.

Premier Eisaku Sato’s
short address -during. cere-
monies in Tokyo had a tone
of plque and impatience.

“With respect to the re-
turn of adininistrative right
over. the Ogasawara (Bonin)
Islands, the government of
Japan, as in.the case of Oki-
nawa, has long.been request-
ing the United Stafes.Gov-
ernment for its early reali-
zation,” Sato said. This “has
finally been realized,” he
added.

Return of Ryukyus

The English-language
Japan Times, generally con-
sidered an outlet for foreign.

ministry views, echoed Sato. |

The-newspaper editorialized
that “this propitious occasion
may be regarded as an assur.
ance of the eventual rever-
sion of the more important
Ryukyu Islands,” of which
Okinawa is the main island.

An indident on Iwo Jima
just before the reversion
ceremony there gave another.
clue to Japanese sentiment.
Three Japanese naval offi-
cers raised a Rising Sun flag
atop . Mt. Suribachl in the

- game pose as the U.S. Ma-

rines when they raised the
American flag during the
1045 hattle.

A European observer hers
may have overstated it when

he called Wednesday “a day

of ravenge,” hut discernible

.undercurrents of vindication

seemed to flow through the
day and were particularly
apparent in the increasingly
nationalistic Japanese press
the next day.
Anti-American. Outbursts
This, on top of a rising.
wave of Japanese national-
ism that expresses Mself
mainly in.anti-American out-

-bursts, is causing consider-

able concern in Washington,
informed sources here said.
Further, it hag led to a
quiet but distinct hardening.
in U.8. attitudes toward
Japan.

When Amerlcan officlals
look askance at Japan, they
focus on three interlocking
questions: the-Mutual Secu-
rity Treaty that is open for
revision in 1970, the contin-

.ued presence of U.S. mill-

tary power in Japan, and the
reversion of Okinawa, site of
major U.S. bases.

Informed sources here said.
the U.S. is beginning to re-
mind the Japanese that the
treaty puls the obligation
for security on the U.S,, that
it is committed. to the de-
fense of Japan while Japan
has no defense commitments
toward the United States.

These sources. said the
United States has also
changed its attitude on the
base issue. Where it pre-
viously spoke in terms of

" the Japanese doing:it a fa-

vor by permitting bases in
Japan, now it is telling Ja-
pan that the. bases provide
for  Japanese security but
that the U.S. is not willing
to maintain forces here un-
less the Japanese genuinely
desire their presence.
Informed sources said Jap-
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anese officials are belng
faced with the direct ques-
tions—what kind of Ameri-
can presence do they want,
what are they willing to do
to make this possible, what
political support will they
give it?

The United States, dis-
turbed by growing agitation
around its bases in Japan, is
also beginning to tell” the
Japanese that the United
State can't. be expected to
return political control over
Okinawa if the United
States bases there are to
subjected to the same pres-
sures as in Japan itself.
© 8o far;. the: Japanese
haven’t come: up with any
clear: answers: Observers
here -said- it i§: possible that
eventually they will con-
clude that Japan doesn’t
want U.S. bases to remaln.
but wants to retain the
treaty protection, especially
the nuclear umbrella.

This, however, appears in-
creasingly unacceptable. to
the United States, as the
treaty without the bases in
Japan does little for U.S. se--
curity. If the trealy were
renegotlated to exclude the
bases, political observers
said, the Senate would not:
ratify it. Rather, they said,
the Senate would insist on
a genuinely mutual security
commitment from the Jap-
anese, '

This would leave the Jap-
anese the choice of reinfore-
ing the alliance with the
United States, or undertak-
ing the effort and expense
of full rearmament, includ-
ing nuclear regrmament, or
turning to unarmed neutral-
ity, which the major: oppe-
sition party hidre advocates,
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may undo

Vietnam war snarl

By Richard L, Strout
Staff correspondent of

The Christian Science Monitor
Washington

The Vietnam war is being patiently and
gradually unraveled.

That is the interpretation of one school ¢f
thought here that has been watching with
bated breath the adventure that has now
involved 534,000 American troops in South-
east Asia.

There have been 25,000 Americans. killed
and the cost to the United States is $30 bil-
lions a year.

First step in the untangling, according to
this thesis, was the request of Gen. William
C. Westmoreland, commander of the Amer-
ican forces, for big new reinforcement after
the Tet offensive. According to reports the
request was for 206,000 troops.

President Johnson had promised General
Westmoreland at Hawaii, *“I will give you
anythmg .you want, because you want what
I'want in Vietnam, But I may have to give
it to you a little slower than you want. »

An upper limit of around 525,000 troops
was reportedly. imposed.

The Tet offensive came early in 1968, and

Gen. Earle E, Wheeler, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, visited General West-
moreland, Feb, 23-25.
. The report of the request for 206,000 more
troops followed the Wheeler visit. It has
never been confirmed, but Washington ob-
servers put together pieces of the jigsaw
puzzle, with several still missing,

Tt is believed that President Johnsen de-
cided that escalation of this sort was im-
practical both from his own view and that
of the mood of the country.

. Mr. Johnson’s decision coincided with the
two-day appearance of Secretary of State
Dean Rusk before the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee under Chairman J: W. Ful-
bright (D) of Arkansas, a critic of the war,

Mr. Rusk had resisted such an appearance

for two years. It became evident that three-
guarters of the committee were critical of
the administration policy. They demanded
that the Senate be consulted if any large
number of new troops were sent, Mr, Rusk
guardedly said this would be done with “‘ap-
propriate members of Congress . ... as we
have done in the past.”
- It was on or about this time that President
Johnson was coming to a conclusion that he
had toyed with for a year, not to run again.
Sen. Eugene J. MeCarthy had won a victory
in New Hampshire, Robert F. Kennedy had
thrown his hat in the ring, the President’s
poll rating was at a low point, and he under-
stood the profound significance of General
Westmoreland's request for massive reen-
forcements, . .

Victory “In the historic sense,” as General
Westmoreland was to say a little later, could
not be won; that is, without more troops

On Friday, March 22, Mr. Johnson an-
nounced that General Westmoreland would
come home before July to become Army
chief of staff. There had been reports that
this would happen, but Mr . Johnson denied
them,

The general was personally identifled w1th
the so-called - search.and-destroy strategy.
Under him the controversial - decision had
been made to hold Khe Sanh, where in early.
March 6,000 Ameticans were surrounded by
20,000 enemy. General Westmoreland had
been promoted out ¢f Vietnam command.
There were signs of a change of strategy.

On Sunday, March 31, President Johnson
told a nationwide television audience that
he would not seek reelection.

In retrospect the retirement of Mr. John-
son, following the return of General West-
moreland, seemed inevitable to some.

However gracefully and factfully ex-
plained, the facts indicated the need of a
major change in Vietnam, Mr, Johnson an-
nounced the ending of most of the bomb-
ing of North Vietnam.

On April 3, 60 hours after Mr. Johnson’s
announcement, Hanoi agreed to establish
contact to see what could be done in the way
of negotiations,

Paris was ultimately picked as the site,
and the preliminary talks are under way.
Hanoi repeatedly professes to be willing to
undertake genuine tulks if bombing stops.

The bombing policy is associated with Mr.
Johnson’s adviser, Walt W. Rostow, a spe.
cial assistant. Air Force leaders originally
hoped that bombing would interdict sup-
plies and end the war quickly with a mini-
mum American loss,

Students of Asiatic thinking charged that
it would only deepen resistance to an enemy
seen as “a white, capitalist, superpower.”

Before retiring, former Defense Secretary
Robert S. McNamara acknowledged that
bombing could reduce but not stop infiltra-
tion.

The latest epxsode in the story follows the
pattern of past oblique disclosures, War
correspondent John S. Carroll of the Balti-
more Sun, in that paper June 23, declared
that marines are leaving the Khe Sanh base,
so long associated with General Westmore-
land’s strategy,

Then on June: 27, the White House an-
ngunced that abandonment of the marine
cémbat base at Khe Sanh was a military de-
cision which was not made by President
Johnson.

Following the story Mr. Carroll's military
accreditation has been suspended indefi-
nitely, according to other dispatches.

According to the New York Times, June
21, from Washington, Brig. Gen. Winant
Sidle, chief of information in Saigon, warned
correspondents that they would lose their
accreditation if their dispatches described
the situation in Khe Sanh.

The general also urged correspondent¢ not
to report on the decision to lift Mr. Carroll’s
credentials, accordmg to the New York
Times.

" The jigsaw puzzle seems to be taking
shape. It looks like a patient but momentous
shift in strategy.

‘General Westmoreland has been with-
drawn from the scene, Mr. Johnson is with-
drawing from the scené, the tentative res
quest for 200,000 or more troops has appar-
ently been shelved, U. S. bombing has been
reduced in the north, and direct discussions
at Paris are under way. While hotly disputed

" officially, this could be interpreted as a fall

back in American positions.

On the other hand fighting around Saigon
has intensified, appalently with an eye on
Paris peace talks

Simultaneously there seems to be growing
restlessness in the House of Representatives
of the South Vietnamese at Saigon, a city
which has been under rocket attack. The
United States is criticized for not doing moré
to defend South Vietnam or consulting more
closely in the Paris talks, One Representa.
tive urged the Umted States to use atomic

bombs ;
F
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MILITARY BASES
s« CONTINUED

plicable this year as they were
then.

In the case of the army
hospital for Viet Nam casual-
ties, for example, Japanese
defense officials approved loca-
tion of the hospital in the OQji
gsection of Tokyo in November,
1965. Construction began in
March, 1967, and no protests
occurred until radical students
took to the street with stones
and staves last February.

Not long afterward, Sato’s
right-hand man, the chief cahi-
net secretary, called the loca-
tion in a populous aera “unde-
sirahle” and the welfare minis-
ter complained about the dan-
ger of contagious diseases
spreading thru the neighbor-
hood. No mention was made of
the earlier Japanese role in
approving the site.

Stick by Their Claim

Concerning the radioactivity
detected in Sasebo harbor dur-
ing a visit by the nuclear
submarine, Swordfish, the Jap-
anese assumed the American
submarine was responsible and
stuck by their claim despite an
admission that conclusive proof
was not available. A panel of
three American nuclear ex-
perts, flown here from Wash-
ington, said the submarine
could not possibly have caused
radioactivity.

But Japanese officials an-
nounced that no more nuclear
ships would be permitted until
a new system of radiation
monitoring was established.

The erash of the F-4¢ Phantom
led to the cabinet decision to
seek new land for the American
base at Itazuke in Fukuoka
city. _

The reason the furor stiil
hasn't affected operations of
the bases is that despite its
public pronouncements, the
Japanese government has not
issued official requests that the
United States curtail military
activity.

Play Down Trouble

Some American officials play
down the trouble, citing Sato's
worries over the forthcoming
July 7 election for the lower
housc of the diet [parliament].

Altho Sato has linked Japan’s
postwar prosperity with its
defense pact with the United
States, no Japanese official has
yet explained the necessity of
having American bases here.
To the contrary, Cabinet Secre-
tary Toshio Kimura told foreign
correspondents that Japan
would welcome an American
initiative in removing them if
technological advances in weap-
onry should make such a
move feasible.
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General

By Murrey Marder
‘Washington Post Staff Writer

PARIS—The dragging talks

.{sonal ‘negotiate-or-fight dead-
line: for the United States.dele-
gation’s distinguished military
Jadviser,

In early July, Lieut. Gen.
Andrew . Jackson Goodpaster,
‘No. 3 man on the negotiating
team, is scheduled to shift to
the battlefield He has been
designated deputy commander
:to Gen. Creighton Abrams, who
replaced’Gen. William C. West-
moreland as chief of US
forces. in Vietnam.

It does not strike the meth-
‘odicdlly:minded General as
‘odd thathe is'to move from an
.ornate conference room with
‘his adversaries to a wartime
command post against the
ame enemy,

Goodpaster’s career as an
“army intellectual” has mixed
soldiering and statecraft. It
brought him a Distinguished
Service Cross and other com-
bat decorations in World War
‘11, midwife work in organizing
the postwar military ‘structure

-of the North Atlantic Alliance,

here on Vietnam:.contain a per-
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to Switch
From Talk to War

6%z years’ service.in the White
House under Presidents Eisen-
hower and Kennedy, and a
continuing  llalson role be-
tween President Johnson and
Gen, Eisenhower from 19864 to
1968,

The Goodpaster affinity for
anonymity has left unrevealed
until now the fact that for the
past year, while serving as
Commandant of the Natienal
War College at Fort McNair,
in Washington. he was also
Jeeply immersed in studying
the  military-politicalpsycho:
logical problems of Vietnam.

Goodpaster’s service in Viet-
nam until now -has heen lim-
ited 1o a few official visits, But
the first came at a eritical
point: He was on the mission
headed by Presidential Assist-
ant McGeorge Bundy that was
it South Vietnam in February,
1965, when the American bar-
" racks at Pleiku were attacked

and the United States retal-

iated by initiating the air war

against North Vietnam.
Gaodpaster, lean, bespecta-

cled, scholary-looking, with

white hair that appearsto.es- .

calate his age of 53, is noted,
as was his long-time, taciturn

White House. collegé under

Mr. Eisenhower, Sherman
Adams, for saying little that is
publicly audible. Was it true,
he was asked here .in a rare in-
terview, that he used to tell
Pres:dem Eisenhower on occa-
sion: “No, you can't do that,
Mr Presadent ”

" With .a grin, Go‘od-paster
softly replied: “Yes—but you
don’t do-that too often.”

When Goodpaster “was se-
lected to join the- U.S. nego-
tiating team here, the appoint-
ment drew much behind-the.
scenes  approval, President
Johnson, in 1964, had nomi.
nated him for promotion to
three.star general, and Ambas-
sador-at—Large W. Averell Har-
riman, who heads the U.S. ne-
gotmtm‘s here, was welcoming
back an old friend.

Goodpaster had.been one of
the first three officers on.the
scene to organize the Sipreme
Headquaiters, Allied' Powers
Europe, for Gen. Eisenhower’s
Command. He worked with
Harriman in 1951 and eafly
1952 in formulating what be
came- known as the “Three
Wise Men” report, in which
Harriman, Jean Monnet of
France and Britain's Edwin
Plowden projected the mili
tary and political objectives of

" the North Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganization.
The then Col. Goodpaster
was broadly qualified for ex-

tramilitary duty. Second in his R

graduating class academically
at, West Point, and & member
of the Strategic Planning
Group in the War Departmeént
for Gen, George C. Marshall at
war's end, he then spent three
years at Princeton, gaining a

master’s degree in engineermg .

plus a niaster’s and a doctor’s
degree inthe philosophy of in-
temauonal telations.

‘At the White House through
the Eisenhower Administra-
tion, Goedpaster was the Pres-
ident’s immediate assistant on
all day-to-day matters in the
security field, ineluding liaison
with the State and Defense
Departments, Central Intelli-
gence Agency and Atomic En-
ergy Commission. That job in-;
volved him in the Taiwan'
and Lebanon crises, the 1955
Geneva Summit Conierence,l
the Suez crisis and the U-2 spy|
_plane affair and the aborted
1960 Paris Summit.

President Kennedy asked
Goodpaster to stay at the
White House through March,
1961, -until the Eisenhower
StEGCture was remodeled to
Mr. Kennedy's taste. Goodpas-
ter then became assistant to
the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff under Gen,
Maxwell D. Taylor, another
military “egghead.” In 1966 his
post was broadly extended to
director of the joint staff of
the Joint Chiefs, heading 40
officers on that staff, plus 400
dther military specialists.

O s S

“By Dan Morgan
Washingtox Pusl’(?‘um?zn Service
"BONN—The long French
German ‘special .relationship,
the. pil}g; of Bonn’s European
‘poticy, is-facing new tests in
the shadow-of France’s domes-

tic.troubles.

i+ The: Germans are not yet
‘very worried about.the future
of the relationship, but the
spectacular events of the last
two months: have forced politi-
kians here to start thinking se-
riously in terms of Germany
without de Gaulle.

‘President de Gaulle,

wrapped up with other prob-
lems, has postponed his an-
nual visit from July until at
least September. It may never
be quite the same again be-
tween the General and the
collective leadership in charge
in West Germany.
- On May 30, Foreign Minis-
ter Willy  Brandt voiced the
general -uneasiness in Parlia-
ment when' he said: “France
will, perhaps, hopefully—
*hopefully’ broadly underlined
—find its way and at the same
time become .in German-
French cooperation and in Eu-
ropean integration what it
must become.”

Nobody in West Germany is
ready to challenge de Gaulle,
or suggest that the center of
European power has begun to
fiove from Paris to Bonn, But
Iast Sunday’s first election vic-
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French Crisis Tes

tory for the Gayllists has,
failed to dispel deep German
shepticism about the future of

Gaullism.in Franee. ‘On Tués

day the. ‘West German press|
rendered an almest unani-
mous verdict that the real
tests lay ahead.

Many West Germans, partic
ularly menibers of the con-
servative  Christian  Demo-
cratic Party, took de Gaulle's|
Red scare to heart. Since-it is
now apparent that Franee is
not to beruled by a Commun-
ist-dominated regime ready to
recognize East Germany and
dissolve ties with NATO and
the Common.Market, more im.
mediate points of friction are
being examined.

These include:

# The Common Markes,
France’s proposal for special
exceptions to the July 1 re.
moval of internal tariffs so far
has received grudging accept
ance from the- Bonn Foreign
Office and industrial leaders.
West Germany had counted on
a 7-to 8 per cent export in-
crease in 1968 to its biggest
trading partner, to whom it

'sold $12.5 billion in goods last

year. This hope is now being
scaled down in light of the
French special measures, and
‘German -officials insist - that
these measures be subjeet to a
striet time limit.

¢ British entry in the Mar.
ket. Chancellor Kiesinger has
hinled that Freneh leaders
have welched on the pgreed-
upun phased plan for British

'seen here -as inevitably push-

Bo

membership ut . Forexgn Off-
ice bfficials said’this week the
French predicament probably
cannct be used:to promote the
| British: cause, since the British
economy has -shown little im-
provement. Non-German diplo-
matic - sources; Rere contend
|Bonn is mote interested in
-using the opportunity to.get
‘French concessions on Com-
mon Market agncultural pay-
menﬂ

* East European policy. De-
spite West German hopes, the
French have been of no visible
heip in .promoting Bonn in
Eastern -Europe. Officials be-
lieve they will be less so after
de Gaulle's pre-election cam-
paign against the French Com-
munists,

¢ French troops. Rumors in
May that de Gaulle was.recall-
ing some of the: 80,000 troops
in West Germany to put down
rioting proved unfounded. But
some .cfficlals fear this could
happen if more trguble ocours,
French .obgervers doubt thig,
but point out in the light of
recent drains op.French mone-
tary reserves that the troops
are the only foreign ones here
ot covered. by -a foreign ex-
chauge offset arrengement.

® Joint projeets. Conces.
sions to French workers is

ing up the costs of such joint
endeavors as the European
Alrbue, - about which the Ger-
man airline Lufthansa already
has expregsed reservations.

nn Ties
réscuing the Frénch economy,
through acceptance of limited
xmp(vrt quotas and export sub-
s1d1es poses fewer problems in
Bonn than might be expected.

Bonn economists have little
desire to see West Germany’s
already heavy export surplus,
aided, by French demand, cre-
ate new pressures for an up-
ward ' revaluation of the Ger
man Mark.

However, concern is bemg
voiced in certain industries
principally automobiles and
texliles, that the French mea-
sures could throw off produe-
tion plans.

Tie net affect of the French
uphepvals  is * caution and
watchtulness in Bonn. For the
past 20 months Bonn's foreign
policy has heen that de Gaulle
cannot be pressured--or chal-
lenged. This is still so, Even
witnin the Social Democratic
Pirty, which deeply resents-de
Gaullé’s imperious rejection
of Britain, French-German co-
operation remains the basis
for Buropean integration.

In both parties, there.are
those who share his:vision of a
United Durope, though lately
it hias been the Germans them-
selves, and not.de Gaulle, who
bave been picking their way
toward that goal.

De Gaulle showed the Ger-
mans how national power can
be used. Whether there is a
German strong €nough to pick
up- the torch after his depar-

The immediate problem of

10-F
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MILITARY CARGOES
TIED UP,US, AYS

By EDWARD A. MORROW

The nation's largest shipper.
the Military Sea Transportation
Service, reported yesterday that

supplies exclusively have been
tied up by the two-day strike
of the National Maritime Union,

A spokesman {or the agency
in Washington suaid that the
walkout, which bepan at 12:01
AM., Saturday, had immobilized
13 freighters chartered by the
agency under leng-term con-
tract or operated for it hy
steamship companies under
general agency agreements. The
remaining vessels were tankers.

In past strikes maritime
unions  have either made
arrangements before a strike
for the clearance of military
cargoes or swiftly instituted
such arrangements as soon as
a strike was under way,

Apparently M.S.T.S. believed
such  arrangements may be
made today at a wmeeting
scheduled with the union, for
the spokesmen said it was “not
diverting” any vessels from
normal operations.

To Spend $170-Miilion

The scope of the agency's
operations can be gathered
from the fact it expects to
spend $170-million for shipping
charges during the fiscal year
that begins today.

Twelve other ships were im-
maobilized yesterday as they ar-
rived from foreign voyages. The
union estimated that 116 had
been tied up on Saturday.

According to an Associated
Press dispatch from San Juan.
P. R., Joseph Curran. president
of the 53,000-member union,
believes the strike “will he a
short one.” Since Mr. Curran
is rxpected to siay in San Juan
until tomorrow. he will miss
the arbitration meeting sched-
uled by arbitrator Theodore W.
Kheel for this morning at the
request of the Maritime Serv-
ice Committee and the Tanker
Service Commities.

The two groups act as bar-
gaining agents for 73 compa-
nies that operate 576 vessels.

The union is seeking an in-
crease in basic wages and over-
lime amounting to approxi-
mately 5 per cent and the addi-
tion of 15 days to the annual
vacation of 60 they now have.
These gains are being sought
under a clause in the four-yeat
contract expiring next year
that permits the union to re-
open the contract twice.

Management negotiators con-
tend that the union has ex-
hausted its reopeners. They
fear that should they accede 1o
the demands other maritime

CONTINUED PAGE 2

24 vessels carrying military
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SOVIET BID LINKED
T0 NISSILE COSTS

By RAYMOND H. ANNERSON
Bosnual b (2 New York Timet

MOSCOW, June 20--The Sn
viet Union's Tong-awaited an:
nouncement this week that it
was ready 1o respond to Presi
den Jnhnson's appeal for talks
Hmiting  costiv antinisile
svsiems appeared in sted {rom
two  painfully  teached  dec
siong.

The burden of diverting il
fions of rubles of inadequate
investment funds would severe-
ly strain the ecanomy for the
next decade, compelling the
leadership to shelve or sharply
curtaail urgent projects to mod.
ernize industry and agriculiure
and tn raise living standareds,

The Saviet autharities seem
tn have relurianily realired
that the sacrifices and exer
Hons in attempting {a buiid an
impregnable shield against roe
my missiles almost cerlainly
wauld be futile.

The realization of {utility is
thought to have overriden con-
cern over economic sacrifices.
In the view of analysts here,
the Soviet Union, as the United
Siates, would pay virtually any
prive for a defense system that
would assure is against de-
siruction by missiles armed
wilh nuclear warheads.

Soviet willingness to forzo
material comforls for the sake
of national delense was dem
rnstraled in the years aller
orld War 1L The couniry en
dured Jow living standards in
finance a rapid program 1o de-
veinp nuclear hombs and other
madern weapons iniendrd  in
achieve a balance with the
Linited  Stales.

Futility Is Stressed

The aanauncement Thursilay
hy Foreign Minisler Andrei A
Gromyke that Moscow favored
‘effarts to curb antimissile dr
frnses was seen in effeel as a
ennfession  that  atiempts o
huild such defenses would he
folly.

The conrlusion represents 2
veverzal of Snviet  shralepr
thinking. Early ™ 1hr ninetren
sixtics, the Soviel Union made
ap elfort (o deploy antimissile
svstems and Nikila 8. Khrush
chev, then the nation’s leader,
said that Soviet antimissiles
eould “hit a {ly in the sky.”

The hoast pow appears to
have heen premalure.  Thr
primitive antimissile installa-
tions were scrapped and a new
program was undertaken Ia de-
velop defenses capable of inter-
repting and destroying e
more advanced atiack missiles
developed by the United States.

CONTINUED PAGE 2
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(-6 TESTFLIGHT
CALLED SUGCESS

Marieita, Ga., June 30 #—
The bigges! airplane in the
world, the C-5 Galaxy, made its
first test flight today after fail-
ing to get off the ground yester-
day. The Air Force and the
plane's builder, Lockheed-Geor-
gia Company, called the flight
highly successful.

Lea J. Sullivan, the test pilot,
said, “We had minimtm, mini-
mum problems,” ag the 248-ton
aireralt [rew over north Geor-
gia for slighlly more than an
hour and a half.

“Handles Beautifully”

“She  handles  beautifully,
beautifully,” Mr, Sullivan ra-
dioed to the control tower time
and again,

Tom May, president of Lock-
heed-Georgia, said numerous
tests made during the flight
prove that there are practically
no engineering limitations to
building higger planes. How-
ever, he said he doubts Lhe
world is ready for them now.

“We have preliminary plans
for airplanes weighing over a
million pounds,” he said. And
he . added he was certain jet
engines could be buill with
enough thrust to fly them.

Asked About Vietnam

Among the few invited ob-
servers was R. H. Charles, As-
sistant Secretary of the Air
Force, who noted it will be at
least a year and a half before
the plane’s military value ‘can
be realized to any extent,

Mr. Charles was asked what
effect the C-5 might have on the
war in Vietnam.

He replied: “I hope the war
in Vietnam will be over. It (the
C-5) will carry practically all
the Army’s equipment. We will
take what we need, when we
need it, anywhere in the
world.”

There were some minor prob-
lems today, including trouble
with the mammoth landing
gear, which would not retract
completely.

One Bad “Bogie”

In the main landing gear,
there are 24 wheels fitted into 4
separate “bogies.” Each “bo-
gie” is supposed to retract, but
one of them would not, so Mr.
Sullivan left all of them down.

Spokesmen said the plane
could easily have landed on any
three sets of wheels. There are
four other wheels in the nose

CONTINUED PAGE 2
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JORNSON I PLEA
FORCURBON RS
BYUSANDSVRT

By FRED P. GRAHAM
Speial to The New York Times

NASHVILLE, Tenn., June 29
—President Johnson called ta-
day for the United States and
the Soviet Union ta act to bring
under control the expensive
antiballistic-missile race and the
competition in offengive atomic
arms.

This can he done, the Presi-
dent said, “in ways which do
not endanger the security of the
United States, our allies, or
others.”

The arms-control statement
was made in a brief comment
inserted in a speech on conser-
vation delivered by Mr. Johnson
at the dedication of a new dam
here.

Mr. Johnson said he would
have more to say on the sub-
ject on Monday. There was
speculation that he might an-
nounce details of arrangements
for a meeting between United
States and Soviet representa-
tives to discuss an agreement
for limiting antiballistic-missile
development and deployment.

The President’s statement was
his first on the subject since
Andrei A. Gromyko, the Soviet
Foreign Minister, announced in
Moscow on Thursday that the
Soviet Union was ready to open
discussions on limiting the anti-
ballistic defense system.

Senate Backs Program

Mr. Johnson again hailed the
treaty to prevent the spread of
nuclear weapons, worked out
by the United States and Soviet
delegations to the Geneva dis-
armament negotiations  and
stecred by the two nations to
approval by the United Nations
General Assembly. The treaty
is to be signed Monday at the
White House, then sent to the
Senate for ratification.

After praising the treaty. Mr.
Johnson declared:

“We must nOw LUTn 1o a task
at least equally complex and
difficult: to bring under control
the nuclear arms race-—in of-
fensive and defensive weapons
—in ways which do not en-
danger the cccurity of the Unit-
ed States, our allies, or others.

“It would be easy for the

CONTINUED PAGE 2
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CA5_ TEST CALLED
SYCSCESS. . .Continued

BT BID LINKED
"ISSILE COSTS-Cont

gear.

Two of the aluminum dust
guards on the wheel mounts
were blown off, but a spokes-
man said this was comparable
to losing hub caps off an auto-
mobile, *

Fifty-eight C-5s are scheduled
for delivery to the Air Force by
1971 at a cost of $1.800,000.000.
This will make United States
airlift capability 10 times what
it was in 1961,

Can Carry 350 Soldiers

The C-5 can carry 350 troops
and all of their equipment.

The various contro] systems
aboard the big plane, which are
computer operated, received
special attention during the test
flight.

Through use of the wheel, Mr.
Sullivan passed his intentions
along to the computers, which
actually manipulated the con-
trols,

The C-5's top speed during the
maiden flight was 230 miles an
hour. 1t flew at an allitude of
10,000 feef.

Besides Mr. Sullivan, a native
of Pomona, Cal,, others in the
crew were the co-pilot, Walter
E. Hensleigh, 47, a native of
Centerville, Miss.; Lt. Col. Joe
Schiele, the Air Force’s chief
test pilot, who tock the controls
for about five minutes; E. Mit-
tendorf, a Lockheed flige-test
engineer, and Jerome H Ed-
wards, flight engineer.

JUANSON IN FLEA FOR
ARMS CURR,..Cont'd
United States and the Soviet
Union to continue on the pres-
ent course of piling weapons
ivslem on weapons-system, di-
verting billions upon billions of
dnllars, while adding nothing to
the security of either country,”
the President said.

“But the time is now at hand
10 find security in a more ra-
tional way, he concluded.

The Soviet announcement
rame three days after the
Upited States Senate vated ap-
proval of a $3.5-billion missile-
defense program, the Sentinel
antiballistic missile system.

The Soviet move was linked
to the Senate action by Sen-
ator Henry M. Jackson, Dem-
ocrat of Washington, an Ad-
ministration leader. “This was
one of our objections—to im-
prove the chance that Moscow
would start talking,” he said.

The Soviet Union is believed
o be well advanced already in
construction of an antiballistic
missile network around Mos-
cow. The Defense Department
estimates that the Saviet Union
will have mare than 1,000
tand-based intercontinental hal-
listic missiles by the middle of
next year.

Mr. Johnson flew to Tennes-
see today to honor old political
friendships and to promote a
“new conservation” campaign
{0 preserve natural playgrounds
near poulation centers.

CA few Tvears ago, the s
sians hregan deplovment of a

new o system aronind  Mosoow
and were feared to be plan
ning Lo estend it throueh (he
nation. This attempt to gain »
strategie advanfage over (he
Upited  States  dikewise  wiis
auickly nulified. “The Pentagon
responded with a build up ol

halliatic missiles with strength
ened profection and inproyed
FVARIVP lm‘l)niqur*s H;’J?H'il anie
missie defense

Projecting  this  patirrn of
artion and reaction inin e
future, the Soviet leadershi

seems {n have concluded that
anlimissile defenses against the
United States are a pipedrean;.

Foareign  Minister Gromyvko
appeared to hil in his speerch
to the Supreme Soviet that (his
decisinn and a related appeal
for worldwide disarmament fad
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Red P+ Would Label
Shells'U.S.Nerve Gas'.

Saigon, June 3
gon,

(Special)—Anthorities here have

seized a Communist directive outliniag the produclion of
chemical mortar shells to be labeled with phony I*nited
States markings designating them as (’c,\d]y nerve gus

The document, captured recent-

Iy by U.8. forces here, appeared
to be part of g futwre Commu-
nist allempt to smear American
forees. U contains
on how to produce 30-mm chem-

ical mortar sheils and grenades,

A Circle Marking
After outlining manufacturing -
techniques, the directive in-.
structs that the shells be painted’
am labeled “USA” along with

the circle marking used on geu-.

nstructions .,

uine American products to deslg-

vate rilanl Gr onerve pas.
1.8, forces have uweed the gas

and Leur pas on gecusion, bat not

the deadly nerve gas.

It was bileved that the Rods

intendl 1o fice the younds, then
exhivit thom as “evidence™ that
America has  introduced  nerve

as into the Vietham war.
—Joseph Fried

araused hostility among Soviet
mitilary leardrs and others in
the leatdership.

I na remark that struck dip
lnmals as aimed at disaima
ment Torg within the Sowvirl
Upinn, Mr. Gromykn declared:

"We say In the pseudo-the
nretivians, who try (o reproach
us and all siippariars of disarm
ament that disavmament is an
Hlusion—you are marching in
step with the minst diehard
farces of imperialist reaclion
and therehy are wrakening Lhe
front of struggle against it”

Although consideratinns nf
eronamic strain are secondar
in Soviet decisien-making on
deplovment of antimissile de-
fenses, they are .nonethcless
formidahle.

The Spviet penple, after dec.
ades ol deprivation, are fin.
ally heginning to obtain some
pf the eomforts of madern life
and ave demanding roore.

Ten wears &20 a Soviet fapuly
was overjoyed to receive anv
kind nf apartmenl, nn mater
low shabhily construcied. Now
il insists on an apariment of
good quality. The same pres.
sure for quality applies to con-
sumer goods,

A diversion of funds ranging
from $20-billian io $40.billion
for an snlimissile syswen woild
he borne mainly by the con-
SUMELS.

Foreign Minjsier Gromyko's
zloamy  repnrt this week an
Communist China’s deepening
hastility  taward  the  Sovict
Unjon suggested thal Masocw
must continue 1o copsider the
passibility ol a nuclear attack
from that direction.

Anv limitatian of antimissile
svstems worked out with the
itnited  States may therefore
provide a  thin  shield, os
planned by the United Stafes,
for prolection apainsi China's
elementary nuclear arsenal.
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TALKS HINTED
ON ARNS RACE

Johnson Message Expected
‘Today At Pact Signing

Washington, June 30 th—Sign-
ing of the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty at the White House
tomorrow is expected to bring a
statement from president John-
son that talks are being ar-
ranged between thé United
Sates and the Soviet Union on
the nuclear arms race.

The President hinted at this
yesterday in a speech at Nash-
ville, saying he would have an
announcement at the multi-na-
tion ceremeny in the East
Room. Qualified cbservers {o-
day said this will be a confir-
mation of an early start on
talks dealing with both offensive
and defensive nuclear weapons.

Vice President Hubert H.
Humphrey gave further weight
to this speculation today when
he said “‘a very substantial

" breakthrough has been made”

on the question of de-escalation
of the costly arms race.

Mr. Humphrey declined fo
give details in advance of Mr.
Johnson's  disclosure but said

the announcement “‘will have
great significance in terms of
arms control and control over
weaponry.”

The Vice President gave this
Information while being inter-
viewed on the CBS television-ra-
dio program "Face the Nation.”

ABC radio renorted today that
Mr, Johnson will say he is seek
ing a face-to-face meeting with
Soviet Premier Alexei Kosygin
on the subject of arms control.
It added that the President re-
gards the speech as the most
important of his career,

Direct Talks

CBS reported Mr. Johnson
will announce the beginning of
direct talks but without saying
whent or where they will be or
who will conduct them,

The ceremony, starting at
1130 AM. is being given live
coverage by the principal televi-
sion and radio networks,

The new treaty is expected {0
he signed here by 50 dor more
nations. Notices of intention to
sign were still being received
today at the State Department
and the close-off time was set
for 10 A.M. tomorrow. Signings
will take place tomerrow in
London and Moscaw, also,

Pact To Stay Open

After these opening-day cere-
monies, the pact will remain
open for further signatures, and
Administration officials expect
100 or so nations ultimately will
subscribe fo the treaty, which
they describe as the most im-

portant disarmament agreement

. JLITARY CARGOES TInD

UE...Continued

unions would again approach
them under the “me too”
clause. .
This clause, inserted Into
maritime contracts in 1965,
permits one union to claim

benefits equal to those achieved
by another union.

The clause invelved a theo-
retica) parity among the unions
that was never established.
Consequently, Government sta-
tistics indicate, labor _costs
have risen 30 per cent in the

maritime field since 1965 in-

2

steed of the planned 3.2 per
cent per year.

The strike has caught man-
agement almost completely un-
aware. 1L was not until last
Tuesday that the NALU. used
the word “stoppage” in a tele-
gram to management stipulat-
ing the demands, a manage-
ment spokesman said.

The two management groups
that charge the union has viop-
lated the “no-strike” provisions
of its contract were expected to
ask Mr. Kheel for a “back to
work order” or to seek a court
injunction  prohibiting  the
strike.

DECLASSIFIED

of the nuclear age.

The treaty would bar its nu-
clearpower signatories from
supplying atomic weapons to
non-nuclear states, while the
latter would pledge not to ac-
qulre such arms.

It is to become effective after
ratification by the 3 major nu-
clear powers and by a minj-
mum of 40 other states,

Rusk Expected To Sign

Dean Rusk, Secretary of
State, is expected to sign for the
United States, and Mr. Johnson
hopes for Senate ratification la-
ter this month.

s
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SENATE MAY CUT

BILLION FROM AID

By JOSEPH R. L. STERNE
[Washington Bureat of The Sunl
Washington, June 30—Foreign
aid will be on the buicher's
block once again as Congress
drives for an adjournmeni be-
fore the Republican National
Convention in early August.

House and Senate experts are
worried that the final appropri-
ation -might be a hillion dollars
below the $2,961,475,000 request:
ed by President Johnson.

One factor that could preveni
an even greater cut is a desire
on the part ¢f Republican law-
makers to avoid embarrassment
for the GOP President they
hope to see inaugurated next
January. :

Drafting Delayed

They would hate to have him
cast in the position of having 10
rescue the foreign aid program
—perhaps with an emergency
funding request.

Ominously signaling what lies
ahead for the perennially’ em-
battled program was the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee’s
quiet decision Jast Thursday io
delay final drafting of its bill
until the House acts.

Senators hostile to foreign aid
wanted to wait and see how
much the House as a whole
restricts  and ~ cuts  the
$3,364,725,000 bill approved by
the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. Then, quite obviously,
they will get in their licks.

Seven Republicans on the
House committee have publicly
announced they wil] fight for
another $400,000,000 reduction,
including two who have said
they will try to kill the entire
measure—a big that failed by
only eight votes a year ago,

If the latter tactic succeeds
this year, Administration Demo-
crats would be forced fo go
hack to committee and draw up
a drastically reduced meastre,
to preveni actual dismantling of,
the Agency for Internationall
Development, :

House action is tentatively set
for July 9 and 10 provided the
House Rules Committee clears
the -way, as expected, -in a
meeting Tuesday, .

During - last  Thursday’s
closed-door meeting of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, three conflicting viewpoints
were evident, One group fa-
vored: acceptance of the House
committee figure as the hest
the Administration could hope
for. Another wanted the bill
chopped ta $2,000,000,000 and
still another - group favored an
authorization of only
§1,800,000,000. One senator said
he would not vote for anything
over $1,000,000,000.

Senator Mansfield (D,
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Escalated War Games
End in Czechoslovakia
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AN ICBM IS REPORTED
DEVELOPED IN CHINA

MOSCOW, June 30 (AP) —
Communist sources said today
that Communist China had
developed its first Interconti-
nental Ballistics Missile, broad-
ening a nuclear capability that
Peking says includes a hydrogen

omb.

The sources reported it was
their understanding that the
missile has not been tested,
but that its construction had
been completed in the last few
days. The missile was described
us ready for trial use,

Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, June 30 —
Military sources here said the
information available to them
indicated that the Chinese mis-
sile program had not progressed
so far as the Moscow report
stated.

Mont.), the majority leader, fi-
nally agreed the hest way to
handle the situation was to wait
until after the House acted.
Then the Senate committee will
hastily draft its bill and send it
to the floor for action in the
week beginning Monday, July
15, ’

However small the authoriza-

tion bill may be, the foreign aid
program will face further cuts
when Congress takes late-ses-
sion action on appropriations
bills .providing funds within the
limits set in the authorization
Ineasure.
" Particularly at this stage,
there will be great pressure for
cuts because of the new tax-in-
crease law which called for a
$6,000,000,000 reduction in actual
spending by the Government.

If Congress does the expected
by chopping the foreign aid pro-
gram close to the $2,000,000,000
level, the chief reduction would
be made in the development
loan: fund providing long-term
credits to nations outside the
Western Hemisohere,

Smaller slices also would be
likely for the Alltance for Prog-
ress, suppogting assistance for
nations on the Communisf pe-
riphery and perhaps military as-
sistance.

Uncertain at this stage is the
fate of .a- separate reguest of
$120,000,000 to finance arms
credit sales fo friendly coun-
fries.

" Resistance to the arms sales
is fiérce in the Senate commit-
tee, which long has been the

key base in Congress for resist-
ance to the Vietnam War.

3

By Kennath Ames

Bpeclal to The Washingion Post
PRAGUE, June 30 — The
Warsaw Pact war games, ad-
vertised as a small command-
staff exercise and carried out
as a full-dress operation in-
volving more than 9000 Com-
munist troops, ended on sched-

ule today in Czechoslovakia.

The weeks-long military ex-
ercise brought troops from the
Soviet Union, Poland, Hun-
gary and East Germany to
join those of Czechoslovakia.
Official observers from Ru-
mania were present and there
were unconfirmed reports that
Bulgarian units participated.

The maneuvers took place
amid pressure on the new
Prague leadership from her
Communist neighbors to keep
the liberalization drive from
getting out of control.

A statement released by
Ma). Gen. Josef Pocepicky,
spokesman for the exercise,
reporbed that partleipating
staffs “are now engaged in
evaluatiag the exercise and
holding discussions on the ex-
periences gained.”

The statement further sald
that results of the exercise,
for some reason not explained,
will be placed before the Cen-
tral Committee of the Czecho-
slovak  Communist Party
“whose participation at the
analysis is being counted on.”

“The units which acted as
marker troops and signal and
logisties units are preparing
for departure to their loca-
tions and the public will be In-
formed to the greatest possi-
ble extent on the results of
the exercise at apress confer-
ence to be held on July 2 or
3,” Gen. Pocepicky’s statement
ended.

This was the case of the mil-
itary exercise which escalated,
or, more properly, the deal
forced on Czechoslovakia by
the Soviets which leaked out
only gradyally, There have
been repeated denials over the
past few weeks that there was
anything unusual about the
maneuvers, deseribed as
“purely routine liaison opera-
tions.”

As one example of duplicity,
it was originally denied that
East German troops would be
participating, since Czechoslo-
vak relations with that neigh-
boring country were so tense,
Saturday, however, was the
first official admission that
East German forces had been
directly involved.

Kulturny Zlvot, a Czechoslo-
vak literary weekly newspa-
ver, said, “The play has devel-
oped according to the striet
Tules of drame. In the spring
it was sald there would be ne
exercise and no exercise was
contemplated. In the second
stage, it was tenatively admit.
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ted that a tiny and ordinary
exercise of staffs was being
prepared. People not well ace-
quainted with military matters
visualized staff officers over
maps shifting small tanksin s
sand table game.”

The paper continued with
heavy irony, “The true play
started when the press secre-
tary of the Ministry of De.
fense reminded us that statt
exercises need signal troops,
estimated at about one battal-
{on. Then in rapld suecession
so-called security units and
marking units were added,
then tanks and aircraft and
the whole glittering east was
on stage.

KRulturny Zivot then eites
the case of the innocent man
of Trutnov *“who did not
grasp the director's intentions
and in some alarm telephoned |
Prague Radio to report that
Soviet columnsg and tanks had
been marching through his
town for four hours.”

The newspaper draws the in-
ference, first, that the “direc.
tor of the play” was mot a
Crechoslovak, and, second,
that the failure to provide
complete and t¢ruthful ac-
counts of intentions has cre-
ated a erisis of confidence be-
tween the government and na-
tion.

Some expert observers be-
lieve this may have been pre-
cisely the main object of the
exercise. From the outset, it
has been clear that the intent
was more political than mili-
tary: a crude attempt at sa.
berrattling to let the conserv-
ative Czechoslovak political el-
ements know the Russians are
still thers to back them if
needed.

The presence at one stage or
another of nearly all the War-
saw Pact Defense Ministers
suggested something more
than a routine “coordination
and control of armed forces
under modern operational con-
ditlons” (the way It was adver-
tised), and Marshal Ivan Jaku-
bovsky himself, the Warsaw

Pact commanderin-chief, saw
it to take time out and ad-
dress a purely domestie politi-
cal rally in Bohemda, Other
foreign military leaders eon.
ducted “friendly and wuseful
exchanges of views" with
Czechoslovak political leaders
and squeezed in their ration of
preaching in factories and
down on the farms.

It is pegarded es highly
probable that the driving
force behind the maneuvers
was the Soviet High Command
itself, rather than Kremlin
political leaders,




DECLASSIFIED

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

.July 1968 P2

3 Arab States Hold
Secret War Games

In Northern Jordan

From Qur Wire Services. - .

BEIRUT, Lebanon, June 30.—Reliable sources repb':rt"ed
Sunday- that Syrian, Jordanian and Iraqi infantry and
artillery units held three days of secret joint war games in

northern Jordan last week.

' The reports from travelers ar..
riving in Lebanon’ from Jordan
came amid indications of a pos-
sible showdown between Israeli
hawks and doves in Jerusalem.

GUERILLA ACTION

Premier Levi Eshkel summon-
ed his cabinet to discuss a pro-
posed reshuffling of portfolios
and ironing out of differences
over the Arab Israeli erisis,

Explosives ripped up the rail-
way line through the Israeli-held
Gaza Strip in three places early
Sunday, military sources at
Gaza reported.

The sources said the sabotage
was believed to have been the
work of a new guerilla group
which began operating last
week and which has sabotaged
the railway line and nearby
roads three' times in the Beit
Hanun area south of Gaza city.

Israell -military officials re-
ported two Arab El Fatah guer-
illas were killed in a clash with
an Israeli patrol near Damiah
Bridge across the Jordan River
Saturday night. No Israeli eas-
 ualties were reporied.

The officials said two Russian-
made  Klachnikov - rifles were
found on the guerillas,

EGYPT TALKS PEACE

In Helsinki, Egyptian Foreign
Minister, Mahmoud Riad said
the Arabs mus not lese hope
that a peaceful settlement can
be reached even though diplo-
matic efforts have failed thus
far to achieve any progress.

Riad, who is on tour of the
Scandinavian nations to explain
Egypt's . position in the crisis,
praised Swedish diplomat Guns
nar Jatring, the UN. Speeial
enyoy to the Middle East, who

has been trying for months to,

work out a peace formula ace
ceptable fo both sides.

Jarring was in Moscow for

talks: with Soviet officials. He
met Friday with Premier Alexei
Kosygin' and ~Deputy Fareign
Minister Vasili Kuznetsov and
with _Foreign Minister “Andrei
Gromyko on Saturday, ‘No de-
tails were disclosed. '
. An official announcement in
Moscow " Sunday ' .said. Defense
Minister.Marshal Andrei Grech-
ko will visit Algeria July 9 at
the invitation of President Hou-
ari Boumedienne, one" of (ke
toughest of the Arab anti-Israel
hardliners, - | ) )

Since the Arab.Israeli war:Tast
June, Greechko has visited: Arab
capitals to discuss Soviet. mili-
tary aid. - . .
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SENATOR SUGGESTS
ANEW PEAGE MOVE

By HEDRICK SMITH
Special to The New York Times

PARIS, June 30 — Senafor
Claiborne Pell said today that
the time had come for a third
party, preferably France or the
Soviet Union, to try to help
break the deadlock in the Viet-
nam talks here.

The Rhode Island Democrat,
a member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee and a
critic of Administration policy
on Vietnam, said that-a - third
power could provide the United
States with the assurances of
reciprocal action it seeks as a
prelude to a total halt of the
bombing of North Vietnam.

The American delegation to
the talks left open the possibil-
ity for indirect assurances of
military restraint by Hanoi in
the last negotiating session
here.

The advantage of such an in-
direct assurance, some diplo-

' mats have suggested, is that it

would help Hanoi save face. It
would spare North Vietnam,
they suggest, from having to
backtrack on its persistent re-
fusal to reciprocate for a {otal
halt in American bombing.

Senator Pell, in an interview
at the Hotel Crillon, said:

“f there was ever atime for
a third party, this is it. The
Russians or the French could

 assure us what would happen
'if we stopped the bombing.

That would be a way to get the
North Vietnamese off the hook
of having to say it themselves.”

The talks have been dead-
Tocked for seven weeks over
North Vietnam’s demand for a
total halt in American bombing
and “‘other acts of war” against
North Vietnam. The United
States has agked for some
matching restraint from Hanoi,
preferably some indication or

.assurance that North Vietna-

mese soldiers will not take ad-
vantage of a bombing cessation
to launch new attacks against
allied positions just south of
the demilitarized zone.

In the last negotiating ses-
sion, Cyrus R. Vance, who was

leading the United States dele-
'gation while Ambassador at

Large W. Averell Harriman was
home for 2 wedding, said that
the United States hoped to see

“some response” from “Hapoi

“in the direction of de-gscala-
tion of the violence.” -

“This could be done de
facto,” he said. “It would be
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HugeEflemy Arsenal Taken
In Batile Near Cambodia.}

Saigon, Monday, July 1 .
United States Green Beret
troopers and South Vietnamese
irregulars dislodged a Viet Cong
defense unit after two days of
fighting and seized. one of the
biggest weapons caches of the
war, military spokesmen said
yesterday, The weapons, includ-
ing some American rifles, were
apparently for use in a new as-
sault on Saigon,’

United States B-52 hombers,
keeping up the Air Force side of
the. air-ground campaign
against enemy units threatening
the capital, flew eight more
raids today on enemy positions
2% to 57 miles above the city.
Four of the raids were in Tay
Ninh prevince, a long-time Viet
Cong sironghold along the Cam-
bodian border. ’

Heavy, but unspecified casual-
ties were reported in the fight
for the arsenal, located about 5
miles from the Cambodian bor-
der in a key supply corridor to
Saigon, somé-45 miles to the
west.

Allied spokesmen said the

-cache, seized late Saturday, in-

cludetl ‘172 carbines; 39 Brown-
ing automatic rifles of the type
used by American forces in
World ' War II; 95 machine
gunS; z&pist_ol%‘; 75 Sovielde-
signedVAR4T ‘assault rifles; 20
tons of TNT; 3 mortars; 3 re-
coilless rifels; 3 tons of mines;
300,000 rounds of AKA7 ammuni-
tion; .more than 2,000 mortars,
bazooka-type rockets and recoil-
less rifle shells, and more than

8,000 grenades.

This coincided with a South

done by some indication, either
directly or indirectly, that such
a step is being taken.”

Mr. Harriman is due back
in Paris in time for a formal
negotiating meeting on Wednes-

ay.

Senator Pell, who arrived
here taday to check on political
developments in France and
Czechoslovakia as well as the
state of the Vietnam talks, said
he would meet tomorrow with
the American negotiating team
and with French Foreign Minis-
try officials.

He said he would make no
attempt to meet with the North
Vietnamese delegation He also
criticized Senator Eugenme J.
McCarthy for his announce-
ment that he would come to
Paris in late July for talks with
the North Vietnamese delega-
tion. ’

Kosygin Meets With Tho

MOSCOW, June 30 (AP) —
Premier Adeksei N. Kosygin
and two other leaders who have
played a key role in the Soviet
aid program to Hanoi met to-
day with North Vietnam’s spe-
cial adviser to the Paris talks,
Le Duc Tho.

The official announcement
said only that their conversa-
tion had been.“marked by fra-
ternal friendship and mutual
understanding.”
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Vietnamese report that Govern-
ment patrols uncovered two
large arms caches 18 miles
north of the capital, and confis-
cated about 200 mortar rounds
and nearly 100 rounds of bazoo-
ka-type rockets.

200 Enemy Intercepted

In another engagement, Unit-
ed States paratroopers, screen.
ing the outer northwestern
flanks of the capital, intercept-
ed 200 enemy moving under the
cover of darkness and killed 38
of them in a 3-hour battle 29
miles norfhwest of Saigon to-
day. They also seized several
heavy machine guns. United
States Josses were 22 wounded.

South  Vietmamese  troops,

United States paratroopers and
infantrymen, are among thou-
sands sweeping around Saigon
in an attempt to defuse an at-
tack allied intelligence sources
say is likely to come early this
month.
_In line with this, North Vief:
nam threatened intensification
of its attacks in South Vietaam
in retaliation for what it said
was continuing American esca-
lation of the war.

Nhan Dan, North Vietnam's
Communist party newspaper, -
said yesterday: “As a reply to
the war intensification by the
enemy, the people in both parts
of Vietnam are Tesolved o push
ahead their struggle against
United States aggression and for
national salvation, For the South
Vietnamese revolutionary armed
forces and people this means
that they. will step up their gen-
eral offensive and -widespread
uprisirig-until complete victory.”

In the air campaign United
States Air Force B52 bombers
mounted ¢ new missiong over
enemy “troop concentrations,
hase camps and supply “and
storage areas. Forty-five of the
eight-jet bombers dropped 2-
560,000 pounds of explosives on
enemy iargets within a 7xmile
arc of Saigon, B

Supply Routes Attacked. -

Over North Vietnam, United
Statest. pilots flew 142 missions
Saturday against enemy supply
roites® below “the nineteenth
Paralle]. The pilots reported
destroying or damaging . 12
trucks, 10 supply boats and ¢
railroad cars, |

In a politica] development, the
Government yesterday freed the
militant Buddhist leader Thich
Tri Quang and several other
Buddhists' held: without charges
for more than four months,

Thich Tri- Quang and five
monks were arrested February
21 and held without specific
charges. The Government had
ifeared the Viet Cong would seek
their participation in a coalition
government which the present
$Saigon regime rejecis. o




DECLASSIFIED

'PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER | aDI T Rl A LS MIIAN SCIENCE MONITOR
1 JULY 1968 O 1 JULY 1968

- e Chance for
Nuclear Disarmament

" Sgviet Foreign Minister Andrei
Gromyko's offer to begin talks with
this country on limiting nuclear
mnissile arsenals and antimissile
svatems was indeed welcome. Per-
haps it had more force because it
was not a solicited respouse but in
the text of a speech to the Supreme
Soviel—unot that President Johnson
has not been trving to get some

ction on the subject over the past
couple of vears,

We would be “vastly encouraged”
~—is a State Department spokesman
promptly put it—if this offer had
not come immediately after the
United States Senate had at last
voted to get started on a “thin”
antimissile svstem dedicated to the
possibility that Red China will he
able to deliver nuclear rockcts on
target in the 1970s. Possibly this
approval of the first 5227 million of
what' could be an expense of $40
billion had nothing to do with the
sudden Soviet interest in forestalls
ing it. but the timing was poor.

This country would be glad to be
snared that expense, and probably
the Soviet Union could do without
being challenged, however oblique-
Jv. to make a similar outlay.

Further, as Carl Kaysen, director
ot the Princeton Institute for Ad-
vanced Study, -points out in the
current issue of Foreign Affairs
Quarterly, “With not too widely dis-
parate levels of offensive forces,
and some deployment of defensive
forces on both sides, the possibility
of an agreed ‘freeze’ in further de-
ployments of strategic weapons
looks mare favorable than it has for
some time . ., Wider deployment of
ABMs (antiballistic missiles) com-
pounds the difficulty by adding to
the uncertainties of both sides as
fo the effectiveness of their own
and their rivals’ forces . . . All signs
point to the coming of a time when
the stahility of mutual deterrence
can ne longer rest reliably on mu-
tual watehfulness and forebearance,
without explicit arins control agree-
ments over strategic weapon deploy-
ments. We should do nothing to
hasten its arrival, and everything to
take advantage of whatever respite
we have to move forward to such
agreements,”

In short, whatever motivated the
Soviets to make their offer at this
particular time, the time remaining
for both of the world's superpowers
to grow up to their responsibilities
to mankind may be short.
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Biggest Hurdle

(Menchester Guardian)

For progress 10 begin 1n
Paris, the Americans must
stop bombing the North and
Hanoi must find an aceeptable
way of reciprocating. But
when that hurdle is overcome,
it there Is to be any progress
towands peace, Saigon will

The scenario has changed in many ways.

- What’s happening in Vietnam?

nited States and North Vietnamese dele-
gations are now meeting at least once a
week in Paris. President Johnson has an-
nounced he will bow out next January,
Clark Clifford has taken over from Robert
MeNamara at the Pentagon, and Gen.
Creighton Abrams from Gen. William
Westmoreland in Vietham. But the con-
test of wills is very much the same.

Both sides have, in fact, kept up the
military pressures in- Vietnam since the
tedious ‘meelings began in Paris. Each is
apparently determined: (1) to enhance
its bargaining position at the table with a
well-timed military punch half a world
away; and (2) to prevent the other from
assuming that what is being sought is face-
saving surrender, -

Against this background must be seen
both the United States command’s deci-
sion to withdraw from Khe Sanh and
indications that the North Viethamese and
the Viet Cong are about to have another
go at Saigon.

No definitive reason for the Khe Sanh
withdrawal has been given. Once a deci-
sion had been made at the turn of the
year to hold the outpost, to have faltered
or buckled during the dark days of the Tet
offensive would have been calamitous.
But many questions have been asked
about the wisdom of the kind of static
strategy of which Khe Sanh was a symbol.
1t is interesting that the outpost should be
dismantled so soon after General Abrams
has taken over. Perhaps it is a move in
the direction of the “greater willingness
to patrol, ambush and to fight at night”—
listed as one of requirements by Herman
Kahn, director of the Hudson Institute, in
the July number of Foreign Affairs.

One of the factors to emerge forcefully
from the Tet offensive was the reduced
importance today of such positions as Khe
Sanh and the vital importance in the
struggle now of South Vietnam’s cities. To
a certain extent, some of the priority has
gone out of the Vietnamese countryside
as more and more people have fled from
the villages to the cities. The Tet offensive
showed that the Communists had woken
up to this and were throwing most of their
energies now against the cities. In none
did they have lasting success, despite what
happened at Hue, And this explains why
they rhay be about to have a second major
go at Saigon, '

So much for the fighting. But what
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Giant Plane, Giant Problems

Yesterday‘s'historic first flight of the giant C-5
Galaxy is a milestone in aviation development. The
largest plane in the world, the C-5 has been called
at times the “flying football field” and the “flying
Holland Tunnel.” Designed originally to move traops
and battle equipment, this huge plane promises to
tevolutionize military logistics in the years ahead.
Similarly, these transports will render obsolete all
present notions of civilian air travel when they appear
as liners carrying almost 1,000 persons a trip, at
fares prohably well below present levels.

Of the many technological advances required for
yesterday’s aviation breakthrough, the most important
was the quantum leap in jet propulsion capabilities
represented by the C-5's motors, The enormous size
of the new plane forced extraordinary use of light
metals and other materials to keep down weight. It
also posed unprecedented manufacturing problems
whose brilliantly successful solution was praved by
yesterday's pathbreaking flight.

But will the airports of this country—and the warld,
for that matter—be capable of meeting the challenges
they will face within the next decade when civilian
passenger and cargo versions of the C-5 appear in
the sky? Anyone who flies motre than accasionally
now knows that present facilities for airplane control
in flight and for handling airliners, their passengers
and their cargoes on the ground are already frequently
strained to or beyond their limits, Moreover, many
obsetvers have already expressed serious comcern
about the adequacy of presently planned expanded
facilities to handle the burdens in the years imme-
diately ahead when the airbus and other planes
carrying 300 to 500 passengers each come into
service. But the giant C-5, its descendants and its
competitorS will pose needs far beyond even those
presented by tomorrow’s planes.

By 1978 it may be commonplace for a few enor-
mous planes landing minutes apart to deposit 5000
or 10,000 passengers on the ground almost simul-
taneously at a major airport at peak arrival times.
Now is none too soon to begin planning for handling
such masses of people and their needs in orderly
Tashion. Responsibility for this planning—and then for
implementation of the plans—must be met jointly by
the Department of Transportation, the girline com-
panies, and the numerous local governmental and
other units responsible for American aviation’s ground
facilities. The vast size of the giant new planes ahead
is dwarfed only by the enomiity of the unprecedented
problems they pose.

about those Paris talks in which Secretary
Clifford said the United States team had
“got some bits and straws that indicate
that there is some movement now”? Dean
Rusk wisely followed this up with what
amounted to a cautionary word against
reading too much into what his Cabinet
colleague had' said. Nevertheless, some
pieces could be falling into ‘place.

It is not that the North Vietnamese are
about to be conciliatory or to get down to
genuine business. Rather is it that there
are signs that they are preparing a fall-
back position from which to negotiate
effectively if their Saigon push (or any
other offensive) is not a success. Most sig-
nificant of these signs perhaps was the
carefully worded near-admission by North
Vietnamese Army Commander General
Giap three weeks ago that there were

have to find a regime suf-
ficiently representative of ma-
tionaligt feeling to be able to
talk to the Communists. This
is likely to be the biggest ob-
stacle of all. But it will bave
th be overcome if the death
and destruction are fo be

North Vietnamese fighting in South Viet-
nam after all. This at least indirectly con-
cedes there is something to negotiate
about — which has not hitherte been a
point on which the North Vietnamese
agreed. They had blandly asserted hitherto
*hat they had nobody in the South.

stopped, 1-E
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The largest plane ever hyilt, the C5 Galaxy.
made its first test flight, which the Air Force
and the builder termed highly successful, The
248-ton, four-jet transport, bullt by Lockheed
Afreratt’s Lockheed-Georpla diviston, flew
over north Georgia for slightly more than 173
hours. Its test pilot said he had “minimum,
minimum problems." Fifty-eight of the planes,
designed to carry 350 troops and their equip-
‘ment. are scheduled for delivery to the Air
Force by 1971,

* * ¥

Red China has developed its first interconti-
hental ballistic missile,”"Communist sources in
Moscow said. They told the Assoclated Press
they understood that the missile hasn’t been
tested but that its construction was completed
in the past few days. The development, if true,
would make China the third nation, after the
U.S. and Russia, with an ICBM and would
broaden & nuclear capability that Peking says
includes a hydrogen bomb,

* * *

The Pentagon, in its annual splash
to spend all its budgeted funds, poured
out more than $685 million for 136 sep-
arate defense contracts as the Govern»
ment's fiscal year ended. The biggest
award, four Army contracts totaling
$97.4 million, went to Kaigser Jeep
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Stopping an

The Kremlin rather obviausly has
beeri having an internal tug of war over
nuclear weapons policy and how far to
£ain collaborating with the'United States.

-Fareign Minister Giéniyko's inclusion
in his foreign policy Teview to the Su-
preme Soviet of an offer o discuss the
limiting of antiballistic miissile systems
with Washingion, isyan-indication that
the influence of the “réstéainers” in the
Kremlin is at the moment uppermost,

What caused the Soviet leaders to’
respond favorably to a proposal Prési-
dent Johnson has been repeating for a
year and a haif, can.oly-be a matter of
conjecture. As seen from Washington,
the Soviets have had as much interest in
preventing a  disastrous ABM defense
race as this country did, yet the Presi-
dent has been brushed.off with the stock
explanation that the 'Vietnam war tpre-
vented improvement of relations between
Russia and the United States. 1

‘Former UN Ambassador Arthur Gold-
berg thought that the signing of the
treaty to prevent the spread of nutlear

ABM Race

weapons migl)t lead to-a Soviet willing-
ness to discuss ABMs, His hunch may
have been right for the Soviets.claim the
treaty as their own and take great prids
in it -as'a Soviet achievement,

The chamge of view on ABMs, of
course, must be -explored to the fullest
to find out what ‘the Soviets have in
mind. They cannot ‘be expected to stop
‘building their ABM defenses around
Moscow ‘without getting something in
return. As far as ABMs are concerned,
the United States has :only fhe threat
to build a system as a bargaining point.

The prospect would be brighter if
Mr. Gromyko had not surrounded his
offer to exchange “opinions” with the
kind of unrealism that has.marked Soviet
disarmament talk ever since World War
1. He was still advocating “general and
complete” disarmament which has been
a propagandistic slogan. ‘And the pro-
pased an internaticnal -conference to
-outlaw the use of mnuclear weapons.
Manifestly, an ABM -agreement can-

not wait .on Utopia, R
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Bring the b ?
Bring the boys home ?
How many troops~on guard in Eurcpe
-constitute security? &
This basic question is raised anew
whenever the NATO ministers meet, as

'this week in Reykjavik, Iceland. But this
year it has assumed .a.new twist, to wit:

1Should the United States and the West

thin out their forces anyway, in West Ger-

}many and at Berlin, even if the Soviet
'} Union is not disposed to thin out its forces
t.on the other side of the East-West line?

And even if Moscow’s East German satel-

‘lite is making trouble for West Germans

|| along the travel routes to Berlin?

Two Democratic Senators, Stuart Sy-
mington and Mike Mansfield, have called
for a prompt reduction of American troop
strength in Europe, from the present 220,-
{000 force to a mere 50,000, They say 50,000
men are sufficient as a trip wire and a
warning to: the Soviets 1o make no for-

|'ward lunge. They argue that the Russians

lare having altogether too much trouble
with their Eastern European allies to be
willing presently to contemplate a thin-
out of their own garrisons in East Ger-
‘many, Poland, and Hungary —but why
wait on the Russians?
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Now rockets

“The mevement toward greater world
security has picked up momentum. Mos-
cow's announcement that it is “ready to
exchange opinions on the curtailment of

rocket systems-—both offensive and de-

fensive” is of immense hope and -encour-
agement for mankind,

In thus responding positively to year-
and-a-half-long American efforts to get
such talks started, the Soviet Union has
again indicated its recognition of the need
for a limitation on today's terrible arma-
ments. For this Kremlin response follows
hard on the heels of the United Nations
General Assembly’s endorsement .of “the
joint American-British-Russian -treaty to

- halt the spread of nuclear weapons. ...

President Johnsen, in his surprise ad-
dress to the General Assembly on June 12,
asked that the nuclear treaty be followed
by other disarmament negotiations.
Through its positive vesponse on rockets,
the Soviet Union seems clearly anxious to
maintain the present momentum toward
a relaxation of the threat which today’s
gigantic and monstrously destructive
weaponry poses to peace and security.

True, & vast amount of hard negotiating
lies ahead. True, Moscow is today talking
primarily of rockets and ridt of an’ over-
all cutback in armaments. "

But neither of these facts need dis-
courage men and nations of goodwill in
their determination to find 2 means of

lightening the burden and threat of arma-~
ments. No.one familiar with the complexi-
ties of the problem {whether technical,
political, ideclogical or economic) has ever
supposed that armamentagreements-could
be reached other than-after-long-and hard
‘bargaining.

As for beginning with'rockets, this is|

clearly a most sensible place fo take dff.
After nuclear weapons {with which they
are so closely associated) rockets are the
greatest infernational weapon menace. A

limitation on them would be a gigantic]

step forward.

Moscow’s willingness ‘to open talks on
rockets strengthens the arjgument that the
Kremlin, basically, believes that its best
interest lies in at least limited coopera-
tion with the United States in the preser-
vation of world peace, Tt is interesting to
note that this “yes” from Moscow came
only a couple of days aiter the United
States Senate ‘decided to go ahead with
the Sentinel antimissile missile system.
‘Were America to press forward vigor-

" gusly with this system, Mescow in turn

would almost certainly have felt forced
to step up its own antimissile missile sys-
tern at a probable cost of tens of billions
of dollars.

Thus economically, as well as practically
and morally, America and Russia must

turn their attention to the curtailment of

rockets, not to their expansion,

An argument can surely be made for

-|taking the initiative. It can be contended

that, eventually, as the American reduc-
tion allayed tensions, the Soviets in turn

|would pull back their forces. And that an

American initiative could save the Penta-
gon many millions of dollars.

But the administration strongly opposes
-a cutback at this time. Again, arguments
can' be made for this viewpoint. For in-
stance: Why weaken Western strength at
the precise moment when East bloe coun-
tries are in partial rebellion against Mos-
cow? Why talk thinouts when the East
German Government is making itself par-
ticularly obnoxious? Why act when there
is political instability in France and West
Germany?

We can see great value in approaching
Moscow on the troop-reduction issue — as
one more prospect for détente, along with
the nonproliferation treaty, the talks on
missile limitation and suchlike. In fact
the NATO council at Reykjavik has just
now appealed for a mutual East-West re-
duction of forces in Europe.

But a unilateral withdrawal is another
matter, Would it persuade Moscow to do
likewise —or to plot new aggressions
against the West? We realize the pres-
sures on Congress to cut forces, save
money. But, before any such action, we
would like to see closest consultation with
NATO allies, and further soundings in
Moscow regarding the prospects for mu-
tuality. This would give better perspec-
tive, as to whether unilateral action was
forehanded, or loclhardy.

[

GROMYKO ON MISSILES

Soviet Russia’s Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko
told the Soviet Parliament Thursday that his country just
might be willing to accept the U.S, proposal for talks about
calling off the expensive antiballistic missiles race. |

Before we jump for joy, as' some of the stupider
among us already are doing, the U.S. government should
demand of the Soviet Russian tyrants a one-word answer

FEW YORK NEWS
29 JUNE 1968 (1 JULY)

cheating?

2-E
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to the question: In event of such an agreement, will the
Kremlin permiit periodic inspections inside Russia, by US,,
Nato or other teams, to make sure that Russia is not

If the Kremlin’s answer i Yes, let's proceed with the
talks—though very cautiously. If the Kremlin's answer
adds up to No, let’s proceed full-speed with an antiballistic
issiles program aimed at protecting us against both Red
China and Red Russia. .
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Do US. generals understand war?

Reversal on defense of Khe Sanh leads 1o questioning

of U.S. militarvy leadership in Washington and Saigon

By Raymond R. Coffey

The pgenerals in Viemam changed their
minds again this week

Less than six months agu—when a lot of
other people were questioning the value of
Khe Sanh—the generals insisted the besieged
base was a vital stake in the war that must
be held as the western anchor of the north-
ern defense line.

Gen. William €. Westmoreland, then top
commander in Saigon, went so far as w

suggest publicly that the Viet Cong’s coun-
" uywide, weeks-long Tet offensive, the strong-
est and most sustained campaign of the war.
was just a “diversion” to caver the enemy’s
real goal of capturing Khe Sunh.

And Gen. Earle G. Wheeler, chaman of

the Joint Chiefs of Staif. said Khe Sanh was-

*psychologically important because if lost it
would permit North Vietnamese troops e
advance deep into South Vietham ierritory.
come very close to the heavily populated
coastal regions and thereby exacerbate the

fears of the South Vietnamese that the North .

Vietnamese will be able to take over the
weg northern provinces of Sourh Vietham-—
a longtime objective of theirs ™

Now suddenly—and thousands of L5 cas
ualties luter—property values around Khe
Sanb have nosedived. The i1.S. command in
Saigon disclosed Thursday thai the base
once counted so vital is being leveled and
abandoned, The U.S. garrison there, ihe
generals say, will be used i a “new concept
of mobile warlare.”

THIS SWITCH ON KHE SANH s wypical
af the sort of thing thut generates criticism
and guestioning of the U.8. military leader-
ship i Washington and Saigon.

Lntil the Pei offensive fast winter the
senerals had been largely, and coriously,
unmune trom the sort of controversy that
dogged almost everyane else concerned with
the war. Jrom President Jfohnson to Dr.
Spock.

Since Ter, however, the generals top have
heen getting their lumps.

4 feeling is conspicuousty growing among
people in Vietnam and among the constant
flow of official experts from Washington that
the gensrals should have accomplished a lot
more thun they have.

Even South Vietnamese President Nguyen
Van Thieu has criticized the emphasis placed
on Khe Sanh by Westmoreland. and the 1.8,
“war of atirition”” sirategy.

And Westmoreland’s litany of assurances
thal progress is being made has become the
tivedest ioke in Saigon. ’

THESE ARE SOME of the pomrs generally
meluded in the indictments ot the Americun
military leadership:

From a professional military point of view,
F4& of the most important mistakes is the
.olicy of requiring officers to spend only
;i;;year tours of duty in Vietnam.
widhat is the judgment of many of the of-
Hcers themselves, as well as of people like
german Kahn, a professional civilian strate-
iS5t and thinker about war.
Jn officer barely gets to know his way
around before his tour is up, the critics say,
and efficiency suffers.

Compounding the one-year tour mistake
ig the policy, followed rigidly hy Westmore-

CONTINUED NEXT PACE

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR - 29 JUNE 196 (1 JULY)
NO more of Khe Sanh required far more than the

6,000 marines manning it, Thousands pi
troops had to be made available for use in
f()l‘ U. S. .

the event of a massed attack on fhe base.
And thousands more were steadily involved
in the air support and supply efforts.

The damaging Tet offensive began after
the seige of Khe Sanh was under way. But
there is some doubt whether allied fo;cet:s

- oo W. As would have been any more prepared to

B) sf;?f":;::wgmI:,:}:]\!V:Irlh cope with the offensive had Khe Sanh not
The Chiristien Science Monitor been a problem, And the Tet effort was
largely crushed before Khe Sanh became
such an overweening concern.

Throughout the period of the seige, ma-
rines claim, outposts continued to screen
Khe Sanh, and patrols were conducted,

Khe Sanh was supposed, however, to be
the western anchor of a line of allied con-
centrations in the area south of the de-
militarized zone.

Marines operating out of Khe Sanh were
expected to keep tabs on enemy infiltration
from Laos and disrupt it as much as pos-
sible. However, as thé seige warsened, the
marines found themselves able to do little
about infiltration past their base,

It has been argued that Khe Sanh provided
the opportunity for about 6,500 allied troops
to hold about two enemy divisions in place
while the enemy forces were mauled. How-
ever, some argue that the thousands of
allied servicemen kept tied up backstopping
Khe Sanh makes that numerical comparison
somewhat illusory.

Struggle for land ending?

But enemy losses were very high. Some
units were decimated in the operation, Be-
tween Nov. 1 and March 31, 1,561 enemy
- t A C- troops were killed in the Khe Sanh area,
tcn:yA A film p[:cssmg that point of view is according to allied estimates, which some
being shown widely, ) believe are somewhat underestimated.

Now bulldozers have pushed debris in Tpoysands of North Vietnamese troops were
gaping holes where bunkers stood. And Val"wounded, and tons of enemy equipment fell
uable equipment has been taken out. AImost jnyq " a)jied hands during the mopping-up
all that remains is a vast, barren piece of operation.
earth, surrounded by pocked and ugly hills Khe Sanh was in a sense the last vestige

and slopes. . . f
\ " K .. of a different sort of war—a kind which may
The battle for Khe Sanh was an expensive well be largely avoided in the period ahead.

affair. From Jan. 19 until March 31, when - .
the siege had been broken, 199 marines 1t was @ battle for land between two deter.
mined forces.

n an d around Khe Sarfh were killed, and an Its abandonment reminds observers here
additional 1,60.0 mirines were wounded. ¢ giher baltles of the past two years—bat-
Heavy casuallies also were suffered by tles in which heavy losses were sustained
Vietnamese troops and ‘Army Special to gain ground that was later given up.

Forces men. During periods of shorter supplies of

Bombs worth about $250 million were troops, the eventual abandenment of hard-
dropped in support of the operation, and won territory was largely dictated by the
millions more worth of artillery and mortar shortage of manpower. Troops became
rounds were fired. Equipment and mainte- needed for other tasks, and they would
nance costs added tens of millions more {0 leave. X .
that figure. Now the troops that were at Khe Sanh

A valid question now is what Khe Sanh are not needed in that sense. But it has
accomplished. been decided that they could be more use-
_ 8 If the enemy goal was to overrun the fully occupied in more mobile forces.
base at heavy cost to the allied military in  According to the U.S. Saigon headquar-
the field and to cause heavy psychological ters, enemy forces of the First Corps area
damage to the allied war effort throughout now include the equivalent of eight divisions,
the world and in the United States in partic- as opposed to six in January when the Khe
ular, the effort was at least a partial failure. Sanh battle started.

Sources agree that Khe Sanh brought on The forces, the command believes, give
much dismay throughout this nation, but the North Vietnamese the capability to
they point out that the effect would have mount several sizable attacks at once.
been infinitely worse had the base been lost Landing Zone Stud held . )
at heavy cost in life. It would have beeri  myg ey to the altered allied strategy is in
particularly grim had numerous captives he official comment: “To meet this signifi-
been taken. ) cantly increased threat, friendly forces must

@ If the effort was to create a diversion, make maximum advantage of their superior

Washingion

The abandonment of Khe Sanh sharply
delineates a shift in United States military
strategy in Vietnam.

During the past scveral months, the U.S,
command in Saigon has struggled io en-
hance the mobility and flexibilily of allied
fighting forces.

In the face of steadily more intensive
Communist efforts, it was determined that
the regaining of the tactical offensive
;yhlenever and wherever possible was essen-
ial.

And, as the character of the allied and
enemy efforts has changed, Khe Sanh has
become, simply, superfluous.

High cost of battle

Many would argue that Khe Sanh was
unnecessary all along. Some military and
civilian officials in the Pentagon view Khe
Sanh as an effort that could have been a
tragedy and became through intensive ef-
forts merely a blunder,

Others argue fervidly that theé enemy was
smashingly defeated around Khe Sanh. The
Air Force considers Khe Sanh a signal vie-

it was doubtl , for the defl
i As ess & s:_cc:ss or the defense CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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land, of nat keeping an ofticer in a ¢ (

DO U. S. GENERALS UNDERSTAND WAR? oo CONTINUED
}a’y and win the heartsm'nﬂx%ﬂmhe peaple.

- job for more rthan six monihs.

JCommand  assighments are essental for

caregr officers hopng o move up the pro-
motion ladder, And ihere s a lou of com-
petition for them. The six-months ldea is
suppesed to give more men a crack at com-
niand and broaden the expevience base of
the Army. ' .

But again it's questionable tf either a bal-
talior commander or a battalien, for exam-
ple, can operate most effectively in-this sort
of swinging-door situation. .

Giving more men experience in command
assighmenis is no doubl a good thing for
the Army, but Vietham- is not a training
maneuver at Forv Benning?’

ANOTHER CONSPICUOUS failing of the
.8, military leadership, the critics say, is
that it has consistently underestimated the
_enemy capability. The evidence abounds.

Westmoreland, for example, talked can-
tinually of reaching “the crossover poinl™
—that is the peint at which the enemy was
supposedly losing troops faster than he could
recruit or infilrate replacements.

This point, according to the Saigon com-
mand. had been reached, re-reached and
reached again during the last vear or su.
And yet it can hardly be argued that the
anemy is showing any signs of folding.

[n this same connection, Westmoreland was
once asked, when tulking about the *“‘cross-
over point,” if he was referring to what the
enemy planned or was capable of in the way
at replacements.

His response was that the whole “cross-
over” discussion was based on what the
enemy was dojng—not at all on what he
might do or be able o do. It sounded in-
credible, but that was the answer.

SIMILARLY, when the big new $40,000,000
1.5, military headquarters was built at Sai-
gon’s Tan Son Nhut airbase, the assumption
was that the enemy had now been pushed
back from (he metropolifan urea and the
headquarrers was secure fram any major
attack. .

Sudden)y the enemy nned up with the
long-range rockets that have been hitting
Saigon for weeks now, and a U.S. construc-
dion company was called in for a rush job
on a steel-and-concrete bunker addition to
the headquarters.

S. Viet army sad

Perhaps the most readily visible failure of
the L.S. military establishment in Vietnam
is the South Vietnamese army.

Americans have been advising and equip-
ping the Vierhamese for well over ten years
now. and the U.S, military prides itself on
18 technological superiority.

Yet today the Viet Cong and 1he North
Vietnamese are better armed than the gov-
ernment army. Enemy guerrillas who as
recently as three years apo were using pop-
vottle grenades, homemade rifles and sharp-
ened sticks now are armed with Red Chinese
AK47 rifles much superior to the old car-
bines and M-1s the government soldiers have.

Recently—belatedly—the United States has
begun issuing our modern M-16s to the Viet-
namese, and Westmoreland’s staff says he
asked Ior the new rifles as long ago as 1965.

However, | was there then and [ clearly
recall Westmoreland’s staff people saying they
didn’t want to give the Vietnamese better
weapons because they were losing and ileav-
ing s0 many of them on the hattlefield.

‘THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE army is, of
course, a pretty sorry outfit, )

{ts weaknesses, however, caunot be blamed
entirely on the Vietnamese, 1f they are con-
fused, it is & mude-in-America confusion.

A couple of years ago, after the Manila
conference, for example, Westmoreland and
the Americans decided ihat the [.S. trdaps
would bear the brunt of the war and handle
the major combat. The South Vietnamese
army, it was then said, was better able to
work on “pacification,” securing areas for
government cadre teams that would go in

There was a special pacification trainmng
program for the Vietnamese, and agttalioqs
were dispersed about fhe counlry in their
new role.

Now, of course, despite official denuals to
the contrary, the pacification propgram .has
been ail but forgotién. And, since Tet, things
have changed once again, and now Lhe Viet-
namese are being asked to hear more of
the major combat burden.

COIlU(’JLllOn(d W(erllﬂ’e

L.S. military leaders also have talked a
lot about having o fight the enemy on his
own . terms, about having to learn ‘guerrilla
warfare, the need to operate at night and
50 0,

In fact, however, the U.S. effort has ap-
peared to be directed at making the war as
conventional as possible, the kind the gen-
erals tought before and know how to fight.

For, ail the talking, U.S, and Vismamese
troops do very little operating ul nighie-
which is when the Viet Cong dn most of
theirs.

It 15 stifl most common for LS. unis vut
on operations to slart digging in for the
night at around 4 p.m. Then.before -dark
a wave of highly visible helicopters arrives
with a hot dinner. That makes life more
comfortable, but the enemy doesw't require
much genius to adjust his-mortars for a night
bombardment of the U.S. position.

AS THE HELICOPTER-DELIVERED hoi
meals (often eaten picnic-style off paper
plates and with plastic knives and forks)
suggest, troops in Vietnam have more crea-
wire comforts than in any previous war. And
that’s fine.

However, it does appear somelimes that
the U.S. military leadership hés hecome
overinvolved with logistics and teckmology.

Until Tet, for example, Westmoreland in
reciting the progress he said was being
made talked always about how many air-
fields had been built, how many deepwuter
ports dug, how many ruads built (not lo
mention PXs, bowling alleys and swimming
pools}).

He sounded more [ike a construction com-
pany president than a general with a wat
on his hands.

Headquarters stalf people oiten spunded as
though all that was needed to win the war
wag a few more helicopters or airplanes or
tanks or some other kind of machine,

The most ridiculous example of this ap-
proach-—cited by command staff people
themselves—was the Navy decision to take a
battleship out of mothballs and send it 1o
Vietnam at an astronomical cost.

Navy people, when asked about it, lalk
about how the ship’s 16inch guns can hurl
shells weighing several hundred pounds or
so 20 miles or whatever. That leaves un-
answered the question of what the shel] can
do that a bomb can’t, or what there is in
Narth Vietnam to throw such as big shell at.

“The whole thing is, the Nayy wants to
gel on the cover of Life magazine,” is the
verdict of an Army general. .

On the other hand, things Lhat might be
useful sometimes don’t get built or don’t
get Lo Vietnam.

Recently, for example, Gen. Wheeler dis-
closed to a congressional comrmittee that
$300,000,000 or $400,000,000 worth of airplanes
had been lost on the ground as the result
of enemy rocket and mortar attacks in
Vietnam,

He mude the disclosure in appealing for
funds to build revetments with roofs on them
lo protect our planes—in Europe, where there
is no war, not in Vietnam, where there is one.

THE MOST SERIOUS charge made against
the U.S. military leadership —and those
who make it include some of the -top
civilian members of the U.S. mission in
Vietnam--is that the generals still don't
really understand the war and what it's all
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about.

.‘ A lot of lip service is paid 10-the fact that

is is, as they keep suying, “a political war"
and a war in which sltandard military mea.
surements just doo't apply.

Thus within the lust few weeks Westmore
land has suid again Whai the atacks on
Saigon are of “no mililary significance.”

That’s righl. The attackers are not inltic!
ing great casuallies, they’re not-about to run
‘the Americans oui ol own, the fighting =
pretty small-scale.

BUT WHAT ABOQUT the significance in o
political war? The enemy 4aiiacks do weaken
the governmenr and multiply its refugee and
other welfare problems. They also make the
people even wearier of the war Lhan they
already are. And they have led to a Jot of
grumbling among lhe people about the in.
ability of the government’ drid the Americans
to protect them, d

This sert of effect can nuke- Westmore.
land's line about “no military significance”
irrelevant, -

In their own delense, lop military people
in Vietnam complain privately about being
forced to fight the war “on the cheap,” not
gefting all the troops they neud. having re-
strictions on bambing targers in North Viet
nam,

Some alsu argue that, in order w win, e
war must be expanded 10 Luos, where the
enemy has much of his iniliiration and sup-
ply system.

The United Stales and its allies, however,
have well aver 1,200,000 men under arms
now—an edge of aimost six-to-one over Lhe
enemy, They also have an ennrmous edge in
equipment and technology—nhelicopiers. uir-
craft carriers and destroyer fleets, bombers.
artillery, tanks and all the rest of ir.

IU's questionahle whether there’s room 1
much more, and the question being asked
more and more lately is how well and how
wisely the commitment already made 15 be-
ing used.

Former Deiense Sec. Robert 8. MeNamara
angered Westmoreland last year when Mc-
Namara seemed {0 suggest. that better usc
might he made of the 1roops alrcady in
Vietnam.

The generals never did Lhe MeNamari
Perhaps they're lucky ihey never had tn work
for Abraham Lincoln.

When things were going badlv in 1862, the
Civil. War President—who hired and fired
practically a platoon of generals until he
found one who could win—cracked that if
the Union commander, Gen. George McCle)-

lan, did “not want to use the army,” he
(Lincoin) “would like to borrow iv.”

ASHWORTH +4+4 CONTINUED
firepower and mebility. Mobile forces tied
to no specific terrain must be used to the
utmost to attack, intercept, reinforce, or
take whatever action is most appropriate to
meet the enemy threats.”

Some of the marines are moving several
miles east of Khe Sanh to Landing Zone Stud
and to three nearby hilltop firing bases. This
was disclosed in a dispatch to the Baltimorg
Sun; which also announced the departure
from Khe Sanh. Some plans may now be
changed because of the disclosures.

But many of the marines who were at
Khe Sanh can be expected to become avail-
able for use in free-wheeling attack opera.
tidns.

The war now is in something of a lull,
Allied officials are uncertain where enemy
forces might strike in force next, but they
have little doubt that there will be strikes,

“As sources see it, the main hope now is
to smash enemy forces wherever possible,
to frustrate organization for attack, and to
keep up the heavy and damaging attrition
of enemy forces.

And static confrontations on countryside
battlefields will be avoided. Allied forces
will try to find enemy units, destroy them
with great force of arms, and move on,

Through these means and better de.
fenses of populated sreas and bases, the
alliés will try 1o keep the enemy from mak.
ing any gaing—and themselves from any
losses—that could have an effect upon the
Paris talks.
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R TROOPS M0 GATN ON
POLITICAL FRONT
Ry PETER ARNETT

SMGON, June 29 (AP, .

Vietnam's  Communist leacs
BDip  coulinues relentlessly 1
trell its biggest military of
fensive right into the jaws of
rliied strength.

Vast allied firepower is chew.
Ing up enemy troops by thel
thousands in the battles that
began with the Tet offensive
five months ago. The bloodlet.
ting across the country is awe.
some, fore than double that off
last vear,

Yel to the consternation of
#enior  American officers, as
rapidly  as the Communist-led
troops die. as many again beat
thewr way down \hrough the
homb-blackened jungles. across
the shetl-pocked paddyfields and
right wp to the doors of the
capital itself.

"By God. there are il encmy
battalions maneuverine just one
day’s march  from Saigon,”
commented a U, S general,
stabbiing his finger af a lacti.
cal map covered with hrown
patees showing where encmy
units encircled the city

“They arrived in February.
they have it us twice, and
they are still there pressuring
the ey, regardless of casual-
ties.”

Muclt of the kitling in recent
manths the enemy has broughy
apen bimself, He attacked ob-
jectives he had no real possi-
bility of seizing. Many iimes he
fought seemingly ouly lor the|
sake of [fighting.

The easy, extensive kills have
‘ed some observers to believe
thal North Vietnam’s military,
chieftain, Gen. Vo Nguyen Giap,
is making his great mistake of

.MASHINGTON STAR - 30 JUNE 1968 .JULY)

A Vietnam Dilemma:
When to Use Restraint

By ORR KELLY
Star Sl Wit

FORT BRAGG, N. C. — Col
Samuel V. Wilson was talking about
the loss of life and the damage to
property that has accompanied the
use of overwhelming American
firepower in South Vietnam.

He paused for a moment, think-
ing, and then said:
= “You know, we haven’t awarded
any medals for military restraint,
But perhaps we ought to.
+“This is the great dilemma of
every military commander in Viet-
aam,
~ “Military action without political

p is useless. Political action
thout military secutity is futile.

e have to seek a balance. A mili-
tary commander can make a series
of military victories add up to polit-
ical defsat.” -

Wilson, who wrote the original
description of the role of the
Army’s Special Forces -and subse-
quently became one of the legend-
ary figures of the U. S. involvement
in Vietnam, has been back here for
about a year and now heads the 6th
Special Forces Group.

Well Informed

Because of the time that has
elapsed since he was in Vietnam,
he is careful to note that he is not
an expert on what is going on there
now. But frequent exchanges of let-
ters with friends who are still
there, combined with his own three
years in the country, have kept him
well informed about the situation in
Vietnam even though his attention
is now focused on the Middle East,
South Asia and Africa south of the

Y

the war. By disregarding his
own rules of guerilla warfare
and engaging the Allies in con-
veniional battles, they supgest,
he has commiited his armies
to certain defeat in South Viet.
Bam.

The niost  knowledgeable
Americans and Vietnamese read
the current situation much dif-
ferently.

They do not see North Viet
na mas on a do-or-dig course
that will lead. cither to viciory
er destruction.

They see the enemy fighting
a shorl-term high intemsity war
to impact with taximum effec-
tiveness on the South Vietnam-
ese and (he American public this
year—particularly by inflicling
American  casuallies, These
have doubled to more than 9000
dead for the first six months.

Enemy forces have shelved
tracted “war into the future”
they were fighting up to late
last year. They try and reap
quick political gains now, hoping
that the Vietnamese Govern.
ment will fragment, that the
people will get tired, and that
the issue of peace on their
terms can he foreed here and
in the United States.

Should these gains wot be
made, then the North Viet-
namese could use any of many

options they still retaju. Based
on Allied studies of North Viet-
nam's population growth, they
can sustain (he current huge
casualty rate indefinitely and
fight on, admittedly with troops
of increasingly poorer quality.

Or if the Allied pressure be-
came too great they could make
‘““one little concession in Paris
and we'll have to back off,”
commented a U. S. general.

Alternatively, the North Viet-

namese could cut their losses
and fade back into jungle san-
ctuaries, continuing the war as
hefore while building back the
guerilla units that have been
hadly mauled, They could start
a new offensive any time they
were ready.
i There are two factors shori of
‘full-scale unlimited war that
could frustrate the North Viet-
namese.

One would be a miraculous im-
provement in the Vietnamese
Army, permitting American
troops to go home, The other
is getting ‘the Saigon Govern-
ment the support of the pepula-
Hon,

Both prospects are remote.
Knowledgeable Americans see
the Vietnamese Army, for ali
its new automatic weapons, be-

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Sahara. ees, from guerrilla warfare to
In February of 1867, Wil;on re- E;uneer.guen-ig:wmare_
called, he was working with the The Special Forces still train for
South Vietnamese army in Long An operations consistent with their
rovince, south of Saigon. He original role — partly because they
arned that a Viet Cong group was still may be called upon for that
meeting in a village—Information kind of work, partly because many
that was later confirmed—and of the techniques are interchange-
called in an sirstrike. able.
From an ebservation plane elr-  wilson and his group, for exam-
cling overbead, he saw a dozen ple, have just concluded an exer-
children run from the burning huts, cise called Orbit Wings Il in the
one with his clothing afire, area south of Salt Lake City, Utah.
“T call off the Skyraiders and I
am sick to my stomach,” Wilson

noted in his diary that night, ’ H
Because of expersence fike thia, Ri¥0lS Take Sides
Wilson is painfully aware that fire- It was assumed that the Irubian

power may not only kill Viet
Cong—but create them as well.

““The roughest question,” he sald,
“is whether we are using enough
restraint to avoid creating VC.
There are times when we haven't
done it sufficiently well, But we are
learning. We are doing a little bet-
fer than we were a year or two
ago.n l

Many Losses

On the other hand, he is con-
vinced the VC and the North Viet-
namese have suffered terrible
losses.

“North Vietnam woulde't be in
Paris if they weren't in bad shape.
I can say that flatly,” he said.
“They would not be at the confer-
ence table if all were going well
militarily. Coming to Paris was out
of necessity on their part,

“There is no doubt in my mind,”
he added, “that the Tet offensive

was @ stunning defeat for them.
The Army of the Republic of Viet-
pam (ARVN), the regional and po-

ular forces, the Civilian Irregular

efense Groups, the national police
all fought valiantly. When the Viet-
namese teach history to their chil-
dren years in the future, this will
be one of the bright pages in their
military history."”

But the Paris meetings do not
necessarily mean the U. S. is cer-
tain to achieve its objectives in
Southeast Asia, in Wilson’s view.
_“Fven if we settle things in South
‘Vistnam, we will still have a monu-
mental problem, but it won't be
neatly as severe as it would be if
we don’t solve things in Vietnam.

“] think we can restore enough
stability to the area so the people
will have a fighting chance to de-
termine thelr own destiny.” .

Wilson, interviewed in his office
in a World War IT barracks building
at-the John F. Kennedy Special
Warfare Center here, is convinced
that the Special Forces still have a
vital role to play In the Army and
as an instrument of U.S. foreign
policy, even though the nature of
that role has shifted somewhat
since it was first formulated in the
late 19508,

The original concept was that the
Special Forces would be usedina
major war to aid guerrilla units
operating behind enemy lines such

as those that fought in Germao-
occupied territory in World War IT.

But in Vietnam, where the Fifth
Special Forces Group is operating,
the emphasis has shifted 180 de-

army had invaded the area from
the east and that the U.S, Special
forces were sent to aid the Astro-
vians who had been overrun. Half
of the group acted as Irubians —
the other half as the *“‘good guys."

In addition to the 600 Special
Forces soldiers, 3,000 civilians were
drawn inte the five-week war
game.

At one ranch, a Special Forces
man who had parachuted into the
nearby mountaing pitched hay to
iearn a meal and, before the ranch-
er realized what was happening, he
had agreed to help set up an oper-
ations center in his cellar,

In the towns, rival auto dealers
found themselves taking sides, fur-
nishing trucks and gasoline to the
soldiers.

“We got oursolves involved in the
society,” Wilson said. *‘Peaple had
to make choices.

“It was interesting to watch and
also a little frightening. We came in
with political and propaganda lines
and latched onto the needs and as-
pirations of the people. It was a
demonstration of how a disciplined
minority can come in and shape an
element of society to its own pur-
poses. One hopes those purposes
would be in the interests of the
whole society.”

Flexible Role

As Wilson now sees it, the role of
the Special Forces can be extreme-
ly flexible. It can be as little as the
ohe man who recently went to Iran
to help train paratroops or a meth.
od of keeping U.S. options open as
the Special Forces did in Laos in
the early 1960s when they provided
a choice between major military
involvement and total withdrawal.

But, whatever the role, Wilson
has little patience with those who
worry that the decision to send a
small number of Special Forces
units into a country will inevitably
drag the U.S. into future Vietnam-
sized engagements.

“In Vietnam,” he said, “I don't
think the ial Forces were the
reason we had to go up the next
stairstep.

“Their numbers were pitifully
small. Their activities were essen-
tially defensive in character. If one
can say we waved the red flag, he
would have to say that of almost
anything we did that might have
some effect. One would have to say
that putting in civilan advisers in
health and education was alse pro-
vocative.”

DECLASSIFIED
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NEW. YORK June 30 ('Ap);__, manuseript” for review.

A -retiring U. S. Marine Corps.
combat. officer:in Vietnam .says:
in. a book: published Monday

that the. American pacification:

efférd . in: South Vietnam.is a
dead issuex—‘dead, finished, ka-
put’

The . charge aboul the“other-

wak! is included in a sweeping
intdtictment -of- U. S, policy and
aetion in-Viétnam; and of cor-
rupfion and. ineptitude on the
. part- ofi.the: South Vietnamese
military -and :civilians,

The hook;. “The Befrayal,’
published. by W. W. Norton &
Ca., Ine., is by Lt. Col. Willlam
R. Corson,.42;, who retired .Stn-

day after 25 years in the-Marine.

|Corps. Heé-.is. jolning. the: . eco-
nomics: ‘departmeént of. Howard
University:

| The veteran- of combat in
"the‘,z Second. World . War, Korea
atid Vietnam was reprimanded
lb}" the Marine- Corps-. for- pub-
“lication of therhook, on'a charge
that he .failed. to submit: the

Corson’s request for retire:
ment; after being approved, was
defayed. until. a study of the
case - was. finished, The ecorps

said the. content of the book-

was. not in-question.

Corsom -says the pacification
program; called Revolutionary
Development in the. latest: phase
was shown:bvithe. Vieteong Tet
offensive- {0. be: “‘just one more
swindle in a long line of short.
lived pacification  programs.”

“No matter what the-reason
or combination- of: reasons for
not facing:the facts openly and
leveling -with the: American pyb-
lic,” he says, *the blunt and in-
escapable conclusiog is that

pacification is dead; finis.
kaput;”?
Corson advocates cessation-

of. the bombing of North Viet:
nam; arguing that it does no
goad. He suggmests several steps
to'avoid corruption and to reach

‘-XIIADELPHIA TNQUIRER - 1 JULY 1958

acificatior

Revolutionary Development or-

the. peasant, He' says there
shipuld be a reduction in troop
strength to 250,000 from the cur.
rent 535,000, .

“If we are lo-remain in.Viet-
nam,” he says, “we can no
longer tolerate the -ineptness,
corruptiopn and rot of the GVN.
(Government. of Seuth Vietnam)
or the nonperfermance of the
ARVN {Army of the Republit
of Vietnam).”

“The GVN,” he says, “is a

rotlen, corrupt institution with -

little or no-real popular suppott
even with the false fromt of
free elections.”

Corsom also suggests with-
drawal of all American military
advisers from the South Viet-
namese -army and allowing a
coalition government, among.
other moves: ’

The :auther has. some of his

-harshest criticisnr.for Robert W-

Komer, nead of the pacification.
effort, und- Gen: William. C.
Westmoreland,..who has .left.:as

»

head. of the military forces.in
Vielnam,

- Komer's evaluation of safe |
hamiets, Corson says, “must he ~

unmasked for the fraud it really
it.”?

“By giving a false picture of
progress,”  Corson - says, ‘it
grossly deccives the American
people -concerning actual condi-
tions . in Vietnam.”

"Corson argues that the evalua-.
tion:is based on the “‘grossest of
measuremenis” and is used to
“trumpet hosanna. paper progs
ress.for political reasons.” Kom.
er's claim . that two-thirds of
the population. is secure, he
said, is a “glaring untruth.”

Corsons says Westmoreland's

belief that the cenfral aim of
American  military  strategy
must be to defeat the enemy
offensive is a. ‘grievoys and
tundamental error.”

Both Lt. Gen. Victor H. Kru-
lak ‘and Lt, Gen, Lewis W.
Walt of the Marine. Corps were
aware, Corson says, that
“Search and destroy was the

;gospel: according {0 Westmore-

lland. even though it was clearly
linadequate.” ’

By Lee'Lescaze -

Washington Post:Foreign Servied «

SAIGON;  June 30—
Gfeater unity in thé. anti-
Communist cause - has for-
years been.one.of ‘the goals..
of American Vietnam policy
and has.been a hoped-forre-
sult.of recent events:

The Sept. 3 election was
to bring. a:popular govern-.
ment to South Vietnam; the
replacement - of Premier-
Nguyen.Van Loc by Premier
Tran Van- Huong- was to.
broaden’ to government’s
popular base;. in the eyes'of
many officials, the-Vietcong.
Tet offensive weuld have a.
positive . affect = because. it
would .generate .support far.
the government among peo-.
ple wha previeusly had been
loath to.take sides..

On Saturday, President

nity Stil

ment for a politician operat-
ing in-. @ nation. without
effective political. parties. It
_is am-invitatiornrto.formpar-
ties; particularly parties
which support the President,
—a man elected without a-
political base:to the leader-
ship- of a- nation. he- ig
charged with changing into
a constitutional democracy.

Overtures by Secis

Leaders ‘of the Hoa Hao
and Cao Dai religious
groups . have recently made
overtures to the Saigon gov-
ernment. They would. like
more arms in exchange for
more energetic. loyalty. to
the anti-Communist cause.

A senior American official .
said last week.that he had
no. knowledge : of such ges.
tures By the  religious:
groups. Vietnamese aides to,
the President make no men-
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alream

ment with the sects..

There: was.a:time: when'
American. and government
officials paid :greater -heed
to the-requests.of :the Hoa.
Hao and Cao. Dai minorities..

A-characteristic of the.Vi--
etnamese political. scene
since Tét has, been. the.for--
mation of. political organiza:-
tions - designed to .present a
unified . front in'.opposition
to the. Vietcong. It was
largely to these groups that
Thieu spoke Saturday.

Buddhist. Released .

The release from. detain-
ment of Thich Tri Quangis
certain to please. many -of.
the old political groups in
Saigon opposed.te Thieu's-
gavernmant..

But. the. last six.months:
have demonstrated, that

South. Vietnam's govern-.

inSai

gon

ment is not going to be built
into a- popular, widely sup-
ported. political regime no
matter what political deal-
ings.are made with the tra-
- ditional power blocs in the
capital. .

. None of these blocs has
~been able to produce signifi-
cant political support for its
leaders. since the election,
No-political organization has
been :strong enough to com-
mand a major voice in
Thieu's government or in
the-opposition.

The weakness of the old-
line groups was recognized
when Thieu asked that there
be one opposition bloe in
the legislature to represent
all the dissident elements.
On past form, the. divisions
within such a bloe would be
stronger than any common
opposition to the President’s
programs.

Thieu told a meeting of po-
litical and religious leaders
that ome-of the major rea-
sons the-war against. the
Communists . has. not- been
won is. because . “there was
no unity. and. cooperation
among; our. political.organi-.
zations.””

Cooperation Lacking

It has become. increas-
ingly apparent, however,
that South Vietnam’s dispar-
jte political organizations
are not willing o cooperate
unless the- government -pto--
vides a tempting reason for
them to come into the fold,
at least temporarily.

Thieu said that he consid-
ers “political parties as the
country’sinfrastructure
while the government, in-
cluding both executive and
legislature, is only its super-.
structure.” L

This is an amazing state-

HANOI SACRIFICING TROOPS: TC. GAIN ON POLITICAL FRONT ... CONT'D

coming .at best-the cuiting.edge
for the.other Allies, a role: hi
therto held by the- Americans..
This. - would lower  American
casbalties but not permit any
U. S. combat units .to-go home,
these :Americans. believe.

There is no sign the Viet-
namese population has warmed
toward a Saigon. Government
that is staggering.through one
crisis after another, anxiously
nursed by the American Em-
bassy.

VIET DISSENSION

“The people-just do not accept
their Government,” one senlor
American commented. ‘“What a
pity this is, because we can
never capitalize on the other
side’s mistakes.” o

Dissension within the Viet-
namese military high command

‘{adds to political instability.

T could launch a coup d’etat

any- time I liked, any time 1
wanted -tdo,. and  the- Americans

could not.stop, me,” Vice. Presi. -

dent Nguyen.Cao Ky said a few
days .ago.: -
T00 MUCH POWER

Ky was. lolling in swimming.
trunks under a yellow parachute-

canopy shielding off the sun-.on

a Nha Trang. beach. He had:

just vented rage against Presi.
dent ‘Nguyen Van Thieu, long.a
rival, who is now attempting to
grasp complete political and
military power at the expense
of Ky and his associates,
“President Nge Dinh Diem
craved too much power. Look
what happened to him,” Ky

commented, blinking under his

‘blue baseball cap.

After he took ovep the Ameri-
can troop command in Vietnam
recently, Gen, Creighton W.
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Abrams told a staff conierence
how he would handle-the enemy
menace on Saigon: .

“We are going to drop
many B-52s. on them that all
we'll need to-do is to send in
an unarmed LURP long-range
patrol team with potebooks to
kelep score . .. "

HOLDING ACTION

Firepower remains the key to
AHjed = strategy, and the high-
flying B-52 bombers Abrams
favors are pounding the country-
side-from the heavily populated
Mekong Delta to the starkly
gaunt DMZ.

The Allies are fighting a hold-
ing action. When the reporter
asked the former Vietnamese
commander in the delta, Lt
Gen. Nguyen Duc Thang, if he
would get victory, he said, “Ws
hold on tight now, win later.”
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wouth Vietnamese Forces Still
“Inadequate to Defend Nation

Causes Include Weapon Shortages, Inappropriate Military
Tactics and Morale-Sapping Political Maneuvers in Saigon

BY ROBERT S. ELEGANT
Times Statf Writer

SAIGON—South Vietnam's mili-
tary forees still are Inadequate lo
defend the nation.

Much of the blame rests with the
United States, for Soputh Vietnam's
815,000-man military and paramili-
tary forces are largely creations of
the Americans who planned,
trained, equipped and guided them
in battle.

The shortcomings are rooted in a
wide range of causes, both military
and nonmilitary.

They can be found in the Eisen-
hower-Kennedy-Johnson  Adminis-
trations' policies of piecemeal esca-
lation, and in the morale-sapping
political maneuverings in Saigon
and overseas.

They can be found in inappropriate
military strategy and ineffectual
battlefield tactics, And they can be
found in shortages, both in quality
and quantity, of weapons and other
military hardware,

Being Ally Can Be Hard

As a result, experience has taught
the Vietnamese that it can be very
diffieult being an ally of the United
States.

A deeply concerned bystander,
Foreign Minister Thanat Khoman of
Thailand, recently described the
problem in words the South Vietna-
mese are both too polite and too
prudent to utter in public.

"A major problem of the non-
Communists is that we are not
geared to unconventional warfare"
said Thanat, "Americans are not
efficient in training the South
Vietnamese to carry on the war, but
the other side has shown its ability
to train the North Vietnamese. OQur
side seems very siingy with wea-
pons and equipment. We give our
friends too little and too late,”

Thanat continued: "The North
Vietnamese and the Viet Cong have

a profusion of new weapons, Even in-

Laos, while the government troops
have the old-style rifle, the Pathet
Lao use the AK-47 and rocket-
launchers. But every time the non-

Communist forces ask for modern.

weapons, the Unitéd States finds
cause to delay or refuse. Can you, for
example, find a reason why the
North Vietnamese can fly MIG-21s
while the South Vietnamese cannot
fly F-105s7" :

" The forelgn minister ad-
ded: "Perhaps it is lack of
trust, perhaps it is that
Americans think they are
the best, some kind of
supermen, the only ones
who can do the jb. So
wa can't complain now
that we haven't trained

the South Vietnamese to
fight the way by proxy."

Thanat's facts are indis-
putable, though the rea-
son for American parsis
mony are complex.

More than two-and-as
half years after the reccan-
mendation was first made
by U.S. officers in Saigon,
all regular South Vigtna-
mesa infantry are &t last
in the final stages of being
equipped with the auto-
matic, light weight M-16
rifle. Supply of other wea-
pons to the regulars still
lags,  while the Regional
Forces and the Popular
Forces, the. first line of
defense against Viet Cong
attacks, are spectacularly
outgunned by the enemy,

The human material
with which American ad-
visors work is, of course,
critical to success. The
Vietnamese have demon-
strated that they can fight
well given the proper
arms and leadership,

Persistent Fear

Political instability hexe
—partially an American
responsibility—furthar in-
hibits military cuality.
Nor does the porsistent
fear of a Hanoi-Washing-
ton deal, presumably de-
leterfous to Soith Vietna-
mese adherents, inspire
either leaders or troaps,

A substantial share of
the respqnsibility for the
indifferant performance of
the Army of the Republie
of Vietnam (ARVN) be-
fore the Communists' Tet
offensive galvanized
South Vietnamese troops
must, therefore, be laid at
America's door.

The United States,
which began building the
South Vietnamese armed
forces in 1954, created an
American-style army. Buf
America failed to provide
arms, helicopters and ve-
hicles adequate either in
quality or quantity.

Americans trained the
South Vietnamese in the
US. doctrine of pulling
back and calling for mas-
sive artillery and air sup-
port when contact is made
with the enemy. Now cri-
tics complain of ARVN's
Ixck of aggressiveness and
faillure to fight at close

ruarters, American relue-
fance to engage guerrillag
hy night, transferred to
t»e ARVN, is ounly now
slowly being overcome by
hoth Americans and Viet-
namese,

Many South Vietnamese
commanders are intensely
aware of the psycholngical
and political prohlems in-
herent in American practie
ces,

Personal View

Brig, Gen. Nguyen Xuan
Thinh, commander of the
South Vietnamese 25th Di-
vision, offered a personal
appraisal,: "My men don't
care about casuaities.
They must capture their
ohjective even if they take
many casualties. If Viet
Cong resistance is too
great and we withdraw for
artillery and air support,
its bad for morale, I am
cultivating aggressive-
ness.!

The words may, perhaps,
exceed the reality, None-
theless, American appmi-
sals of the 25th--once
known as the worst divi-
sion in the ARVN-—gince
Thinh tock over last Jan-
uary testify that he g,
indeed, cultivating aggres-
siveness~-cven ¥ his tac-
ties sometimes run coun-
ter to American doctrine.

Although ARVN units
~re roughly 80% lower in
effsctive combat manpow-
er, an American division

has ahout twice the num- -

ter of howitzers and mot-
tars of a ARVN divisicn.

The dispraportion ‘1s
ost acute in helicopters,
the war's most prominent
piece of military equip-
ment. Tlie Vietnamese air
force hds 120 obsolescent
H-34 troop-carrying heli-
copters, The American
Ist Cavalry Division (Air-
meb/le) has' 200 modern
halicopers of various
tytes.

The difference in fixed-
vfing aireraft-also is strik-
‘ing. The Viétnamese air
force has only one squad-
ron of jets~—designed as
trainers.

Fully Armed
. The dispropartion in ba-
sic. grms-Is. now being
remedied, _while certain
crack ARVN units, like
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the 5th Ranger Group,
have been fully armed for
some time. Nonetheless,
the essential disproportion
wifl persist in artillery and
transport, as well as in
technically sophisticated,
but easily operated, sens-
ing devices like -the night-
seeing Starlight.

1f ARVN hagd been con-
ceived and daveloped as a
swift-striking, anti-guerril-
la force, the imbalance in
arms wadld still be pain-
ful. It would still be hard
to explain to the ally of the
worid's greatest industrial
pawer that political reluc-
tance and commercial
snarls prevent its being
provided adequately with
what is, after all, one of
the cheapest and most
abundant commodities
available to the United
States — metal machined
into different forms.

But since 1955, it has
been distressing to watch
ARVN's diversion from its
logical course of develop-
ment by a succession of
American chief advisers
who appeared mesmerized
by the Korean war.,

The chiefs of the Ameri-
can Military Advisory and
Assistance Group acted as
if the danger were a
frontal attack by the
North Vietnamese army
across the demilitarized
zone rather than guerrilla
and semiconventional as-
saults throughout the
country. The heavy, road-
bound army thus created
was, nonetheless, never
adequately equipped for
its presumed mission.

Moreover, American ad-
ministrations consistently
rejected then - President
Ngo Dinh Diem's pleas that
the irregular units, the
Regional Forces and Pop-
ular Forces which now
make up almost half the
formal component of
South Vietnam's armed
forces, be expanded and
properly armed, paid and
equipped. Those ragged-
uniformed forces that are
today heavily outgunned
by the Viet Cong will still
be outgunned, even by
local guerrilla units, when
their present melange of
obsolete weapons is even-
tually replaced.

The fundamental Amer-
ican strategy might almost
have heen contrived to
place ARVN at disadvan-
tage.

First advisers and then
specialized American
units trickled into the
country under the Eisen.
hower and Kennedy Ad-
ministrations, Even when
the Johnson Administra-

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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New Russian
Missile Stand
Is Significant

WASHINGTON BUREAU
ASHINGTON, June 30—The surprising and unexpected
‘V suggestion that the Russians are ready to discuss limita-
tion of missiles is a most interesting international
development,

President Johnson has long proposed that the United
States and Russia discuss limitation of the
missile race. The first favorable reaction
came during a 90 minute report by soviet
Foreign Minister Andrei A. Gromyko to
the semi-annual session of the Supreme
soviet in which he declared Russia “‘is
ready to enter an exchange of opinions”
on “the mutual limitation and later the
reduction of strategic weapons, both of-
fensive and defensive, including anti-
missile missiles.”

If the Russians are sincere, and that
is always a paramouni question in any

Trohan dealing with the masters of the Krem-
lin, this could be a mast significant move for both nations and
for the world. '

Both Russia and the United States have their financial
problems, both face unrest at home, and it would seem that
neither can afford to finance war, such as the conflict in Viet
Nam, to say nothing of a war between the world’s two most
important powers.

One of the world’s most powerful bankers recently discussed
the situation of the two countries in an off-the-record interview.
He said the United States has erred in trying to run the world
by buying friendship and the Russians erred in trying to rule
by terror. Neither method, he added, has been successful.

Russia never expected to keep the iron curtain countries.
The Russians thought they would he forced out so they stripped
what became the captive nations of their forests, resources and
nossessions. This is the reason for unrest in Romania, Poland,
and Czechoslovakia. Twenty years has not been enough to re-

store the ravage: ar and post war plunder.
Both U. 8., Kussia Seek to Cut Spending

USSIA hasn’t won friendship of the captive nations. Now
R Russia has been moving into the Mediterranean, long eyed
by the czars, and this may prove expensive without winning
friendship.

Russia has given 3 billions to Nasser in Egypt and is pre-
paring to give another three billions. Russia has been spending
billions to support North Viet Nam in the war in Southeast
Asia, Russia has been selling gold to meet the drain, American
gold has been sent abroad because of the drain here.

Both countries may be searching for ways to slow down the
drain. One of the best ways would be reduction of armaments,
if we could be sure the Russians were honest and not interested
in wealening us by trickery.

In his penetrating study, “The Case Against Missile De-
fense,” which now becomes pertinent in view of the Russian
move toward talks, Dr. Jeremy 1. Stone, an experienced analyst
of national security issues, has written:

“Faced with rising unrest at home, an expensive war
abroad, inflation, and a balance of payments deficit, the United
States is finding it ever harder to persuade European bankers
and European institutions to hold United States dollars rather
than geld.” i
tmportant Question the West Musl Answer

R. Stone warns that under these conditions “a decision to

spend resources on missile defense is likely to be the
worst possible step.”’ He adds that this is especially trué when
the majority of the American intelligence community no longer
believes that the soviets’ “Tallinn” system has any significant
anti-ballistic missile capability.

“In my vew, the important question for the west is whether
the national interest of the United States demands that she
try to protect against the low-probability threat of nuclear war,
even if the chance of effective protection is itself small over
the long run,” Dr. Stone said.

“Perhaps any amount of money and any encouragement to-
the arms race are worth a small chance of protecting American
society, and perhaps nothing in the resultant arms race can
make the United States much more vulherable than she is
now . . . The United States must learn, just as people must
learn, to distinguish between a legitimate interest in insurance
snd an obsessive, neurotic concern for an unachievable nuclear
security,”

SQUTH VIETNAMESE FORCES ,,, CONTINUED
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discussion of a limitation of

tion decided to commit  Qther fundamental
problems haunt the
ARVN. For one, American
and South Vietnamese
operations are coordinated
by goodwill, rather than
directed by a single au-
therity, such ag during the
Korean war., Also, Ameri-

American combat troops
in significant numbers,
those units arrived piece.
meal,

Washington embraced
the theory of progressive
escalation Military
pressure would mount by
clearly marked incre-
ments until the Viet Cong
and the North Vietnamese
were forced to give up
their attempt to conquer
the south,

Powerful Enemy

The strategy actually
worked in reverse. We
forced the North Vietna-
mese themselves to coun-
terescalation. But we were
prepared neither to cope
with that escalation in the
south nor to prevent it by
blocking the channels of
resupply and reinforce.
ment through Laos.

ARVN and its auxiliary
units consequently face a
powerful enemy—largely
North Vietnamese in com-
position and entirely
equipped from the north—
which they cannot possib-
ly defeat by themselves.
We forced the enemy to
escalate, but failed to
counterescalate our allies'
power.

can officers are associated.

with ARVN units as advi-
sers. Relationg range from
cool to good, depending
largely on personalities,
Since American officers
normally serve only one
year, ARVN officers, ma-
ny veterans of more than a
decade of combat, are
often. unimpressed by
neophyte advisers, Some-
times, the Americans,
counting their remaining
tours day by day, actually
inhibit the aggressiveness
of ARVN commanders.
ARVN In 1968 is a more
effective and better
equipped force than were

the armies of the Republic.

of Korea in 1953, when the
war ended there, But it is
wholly unrealistic to ex-
pect those undergunned
and hard-tried forces to
assume the major burden
of the war, the panacea
many American politici-
ans offer.

William S. Whife

Red Missile Bid
Could Bring Big
Johnson Finale

WASHINGTON.

ELOW the somber and
ceaseless drumbeats of

the Vietnam dilemma and the
shrill clamors of a domestic
political campaign, there runs
now within the Johnson Ad-
ministration an- undertone of
genuine feeling that in. these
last months of his service the
President may yet score a
major  diplomatic  break-
through with the Soviet Union.
Of course, once bhitten is
twice shy; and many times
bitten is many times more shy
when the White House ap-.
proaches any Russian gesture
that may appear to promise
abatement in the cold war. All
the same, and making al-
lowance for past disappoint-
ment and disillusion, the faet
remains that the Administra.
tion is inclined to believe that
the Russians’ sudden affirma-
tive response to the Pres-
ident’s long-standing offer for
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missiles may in truth have
substantial meaning and' may
raise authentic hope.

* & *

If this should: turn- out to be
the case it would! be ironic,
indeed. It would' mean that
only after renouncing his of-
fice had the President been
able to convince the Russians
of a vast point which in the
full powers of that office he
had never been able to make
them accept, This point was
that this couniry was honestly
prepared fo make accom-
modations with Moscow, so

long as they were realistic
and enforceable actommoda-

tions, to reduce a possibility of
nuclear holocaust that still’

hangs over the world and will

so hang whatever may or may

not happen in the Vielnams.
* * &

However beset by Vietnam
and all the rest of it, in shert,
the President from the day he
took his cath has identified the
real and the big objective as a

thaw in the cold war with the.

one nation that still holds
the ultimate Communist power
and menace, the Soviet Unjon.

Accordingly, to this matter,
and specifically to missile lim-
itation, he has given an abso-

COTINUED NEXT PAGE
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RED MISSILE BID
" .es CONTINUED

Jute and a continuous priority,
For 18 months now, for exam-
ple, he has had direct and
personal charge of this diplo-
" matic missile probe, assisted
at some intermediate points
by Secretary of State Dean
Rusk and others but still hold-
ing the ball al every critical
juncture wholly in his own
hands.

To be sure, nobody here is
prepared to assume for a fact
that this time the Russians
mean business. The only way
to put it is to say that this
time all the information avail-
able to this Government does
suggest that for whatever rea-
son and however improbably,
they really do. Why now a
Soviet act of conciliation that
has for so long been so stonily
withheld by Moscow?

* kN

There are several provision.
al answers; .one can take his
pick. It may be that Mescow
is willing to deal with a lame
duck Administration precisely
because that is what it is, It
may be that Moscow fears the
eleotion of Richard Nixon,
whose general foreign policy
line is harder than Mr. John-
son’s,

L I T

At all events, the atmos-
phere in the highest places in
this Government is less gray
than it has been in a long
time. A certain cheerfulness
insists upon breaking through
among the President’s associ-
ates at the possibility that he
might yet leave his task with
a diplomatic victory that could
hazly be denied.

If they are wrong, then they
are wrong. They can scarcely
be blamed, however, if they

. now discern a little light some-

SAN DIEGO UNION
20 JUNE 1968(1JULY)

US. India
Eye Defense

Of Asia

By JAMES CARY

N Covloy News Service

WASHINGTON — High-level
delegations from India and the
United States will meet in New
Delhi June 2830 to explore
global issues, including the de-
fense of Asia.

Undersecretary of State Ni-
cholas D. Katzenbach will head
the U.S. team, and Minister of
Btate Shi B. R. Bhagat the Indi-

* an participants.

The talks, first of their type
for the twe  nations, could
evolve info the same type of
annual Cabinet-level meetings
the United States conduets with
Japan.

Officials said both sides have
been trying to arrange such
talks for some time as a means
of gaining better understanding
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Soviet missile-curb talk

By Takashi Oka

Staff correspondent of
The Christian Science Monitor

Moscow

The Soviet Union has taken an important
step forward toward talks with the United
States on mutual restriction of antimissile
defense systems,

If successful, the talks will save both

countries billions of defense dollars which
might otherwise be spent building anti-
missiles, the effectiveness of which is still
far from fully proved.
" In a major foreign policy address to the
Supreme Soviet, Thursday, Foreign Minister
Andrei A, Gromyko declared his govern-
ment’s readiness for ‘‘an exchange of views”
on the “search for an agreement on mutual
restriction and later reduction of strategic
means of delivery of nuclear weapons, of-
fensive and defensive, including that of
antimissiles.”

The curly haired, durable Soviet Foreign
Minister, speaking crisply to the thousand
Soviet legislators assembled in the gleaming
air-conditioned Kremlin Palace of Con-
gresses, did not mention the United Stateg
In this context. But his meaning was clear.

‘Brick by brick’

Only the United States and the Soviet
Union have begun to build costly antimissile
missiles, and President Johnson has wanted
talks on the subject for well over a year.
The Americans say they began their pro-
gram reluctantly, after it was clear the
Soviet side had already started to surround
Moscow with a new antimissile system.

Mr. Gromyko's speech thus represents a
real breakthrough for President Johnson’s
effort to widen areas of agreement with the
Soviet Union, to build peace “brick by
brick.” But the Foreign Minister carefully
dissociated his offer to talk from the Amer
ican President’s Glassboro, N.J., speech and
other conciliatory gestures.

Mr. Gromyko's references to the United
States, though sharp, were not as barbed
as some of the commentaries recently car-
ried in Soviet newspapers. He affirmed the
“increasing isolation” of the United States
in the international arena and: urged it to
reach a political settlement with North Viet-
nam. The Vietnamese people, he said,
“have no friends more loyal than the So-
;’lf!t I'J’nion and the fraternal socialist coun-
ries.

_He_accused Washington of ‘“‘connivance”
with Israel in floating United Nations reso-
lutions calling for Israeli withdrawal from
seized Arab territories,

“The curve of munitions production in the
Umted States is rising,” the Foreign Minis-
ter said, “While the influence of the United
States is declining, The military might of
imperialism is contained by the might
created by the Soviet people.”

Soviet relations with the United States,
Mr. Gromyko said, were “still burdened by
the aggressiveness of the United States for-
eign policy and primarily by the war un-
leashed by the United States in Vietnam.”

The Foreign Minister’s reference to the
possibility of antimissile talks came only in
the context of general disarmament discus-
sions.

He said the nuclear nonproliferation
treaty, approved by the United Nations
General Assembly, was the culmination of
many years of long work by the Central
Commitiee of the Soviet Communist Party
and of the Soviet Government, He sug-
gested that this agreement could be fol-
lowed by an international convention ban-
ning all use of nuclear weapons. ‘‘Our
country is ready to affix its signature to
such an international document immedi-
ately,” he said. :

Mr. Gromyko then said the Soviet Union
was ready to “discuss a whole complex of
other proposals on. nuclear disarmament,
jointly or separately, at one conference or
at several, bearing in mind that it is neces-
sary to exclude idle words from the vocabu-
lary of those who discuss such important
problems.” :

- “One of the untried fields of disarma-
ment,” he continued, “is the search for an

agreement on mutual restriction and.later
reduction of strategic means of delivery of
nuclear weapons, offensive and defensive,
including that of antimissiles. The Soviet
Government is ready for an exchange of
views on this question as well.,”

Mr. Gromykoe reiterated the Kremlin's
tough line against West Germany, accusing
Bonn of reviving the Nazi demand for
“living space.” He placed on West Ger-
many “the entire responsibility for the ag-
gravation of the situation around West
Berlin.”

As for the Bonn proposal to exchange
statements on the renunciation of force,
Mr. Gromyko said that what was needed
was a ‘“clearcut and precise recognition of
the fact of the existence of the German
Democratic Republic,”

Referring obliquely to Czechoslovakia,
Mr. Gromyko said, ‘‘Shortsighted and in
vain are the calculations of those who
would like to wrest at least one link out of
the socialist community. The socialist com-
munity will not dllow this to happen.”

On Communist China, the Soviet Foreign
Minister said his country was doing its
utmost to keep up state relations with spe-
cific proposals on trade and on the joint use
of the Amur and other frontier rivers. “But
Peking remains deaf to any initiative
prompted by sclicitude for the present and
future of Soviet-Chinese relations,” Mr.
Gromyko said,

. He disclosed trade had fallen to 5 percent
of the 1959 figure. ““‘Cultural relations have
practically stopped.” .

of the policies and positions m-

any.increase in U.S. foreign aid

derlined by the recent visit of a

volved in each other’s foreign
and internal policies.
DISCUSSION POINTS

The officials said the United
States wants to discuss China,
the other powers on the Indian
subcontinent, the relationship of
Indian development to Asian de-
fense and the problems expect.
ed in the 1970s.

“We have rio intention of ne-
gotiating agreements on specific
subjects,” an official said.

He also said he did not expect

T-F

to result from the meeting. The
discussions will be aimed more
at the security of the subconti-
nent than at economic issues.
The United States has been
concerned for some time over
what will happen when British
power is removed from the In-
dian Ocean and from military
Ill;lsles in Aden and Singapore by

NAVAL VACUUM )

1t has been feared Soviet na-
val power might move into the
vacuum. This concern was un-

DECLASSIFIED

Russian fleet to Indian ports.

There is also some concern
here over the continued pur-
chase of Soviet planes and other
arms by India. The United
States has spent $7.1 billion dol-
lars since 1946 to prop up the
Indian economy.

In 1966 U.S. economic aid —
including massive wheat ship-
ments to alleviate a famine —
soared to $913 million.

U.S. military aid to India has
been virtually nil since the In-
do-Pakistani war. :
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Strategic program would boost traffic capacity greatly; funding
for synchronous satellites, terminals would start in Fiscal 1969

By Katherine Johnsen

Washington—Defense Dept. has made a firm decision to move forward with a.

new strategic satellite communications system that would multiply by hundreds ‘of
times the traffic capacity of the 25-satellite Initial Defense Satellite Commuica-
tions System (IDCSP). The cost range of the new system would be $100-200

million,

At an initial presentation last week before the House government military
operations subcommittce, Dr. Gardiner L. Tucker. deputy director, Defense
rescarch and engineering, said the Defense Dept. was ready to issue requests for
proposals after consultations with other interested congressional committees.

Funding of the new system—De-
fense Satellite Communications System
(DSCS)—would start in Fiscal 1969,
which begins July 1.

It will comprise mare than three
synchronous satellites and more than
six ground terminals.

Key Feature

The key feature will be the use of
very narrow-beam, ' steerable antennas
in the satellites, illuminating an area of
the earth’s surface 1,000-2,000 mi. in
diameter. The satellite would also have
earth coverage antennas illuminating
one-third of the earth’s surface,

Each satellite will be capable of pro-
viding hundreds of channels over the
portion of the earth that is visible to it.
Additional hundreds of channels will
be available within the much smaller
area illuminated by the narrow beams.

The present Philco/Ford IDCSP
satellites provide five and 12 channels,
The determining factor is the power of
the ground stations with which the
satellite operates.

The narrow beam antennas could be
tocused on any desired areas—for ex-
ample, Hawaii and Southeast Asia—and
used with very small and quickly de-
ployable ground terminals.

The DSCS satellites would be cam-
parable to the Intelsat 4 series- now
under consideration for commercial
service by the 61-nation International
Telecommunications Satellite Consor-
tium (Intelsat). Intelsat is evaluating
four Intelsat 4 proposals—two by
Lockheed Missiles & Space Co. and
one each by Hughes Aircraft Co. and
TRW Systems (Aw&sT June 10, p. 15).

The Intelsat 4 would have two steer-
able, narrow-beam antennas and two
earth coverage antennas. For commer-
cial service, the narrow beams would be
used with major permanent ground sta-
tions equipped with 85-ft. antennas to
provide service between big traffic cen-
ters such as the eastern US. and
Europe. The Intelsat 4 would have more
than 5,000 channels. Six transponders
functioning with the earth coverage an-
tennas would provide more than 1,800,
channels, and six transponders func-
tioning with the narrow beam antennas
would provide more than 4,200 chan-
nels.

The new system, planned by Defense
Dept., represents a technological leap
over the advanced DSCS under con-
sideration a year ago, but is less am-
bitious in cost and size. The cost of
the former program was estimated at

$500 million and would have included
nine synchronous satellites and 250
ground terminals (aw&sT Sept. 4, 1967,
p. 18).

“Last summer the evidence was in
hand to support the judgment that sat-
ellites which kept stationary positions-
above the earth and provided antenna
beams which concentrated most of their
power in the direction of the earth
could be confidently designed for op-
erational use.” Tucker said. -

Mechanical Platforms

He continued:

“The accumulation of engineering
experience with satellite-borne sensors,
motors, bearings, electronics and con-
trols has led, in the past several months,
to the confidence that mechanical plat.
torms can be provided and controlled
on satellites which are stable in their
orientation to within less than a degree
in angle, and that mechanisms for steer-
ing and pointing antennas can be pro-
vided on these platforms and controlied
to comparable accuracy, and that such
systems can attain mean-times-to-failure
measured in years. The combined ef-
fects of progress in many areas of tech-
nology has made prudent the use of
_natrow beam antennas for operational
systems,”

In addition, Tucker said, an evalua-
tion of experience during the Vietnam
war has given the Defense Dept. “a
very clear appreciation” of the role
which the planned new system could
play in the future.

“In Southeast- Asia we have spent
hundreds of millions of dollars pro-
viding long-range communications to
and within the theater,” he noted.

“Since’ much construction was re-
quired for these conventional fixed
plant facilities, the full. communica-
tions capacity has often lagged many
months behind the buildup of forces,”
he added.

“The realistic possibility of narrow-
beam, steerable antennas and smaller
highly transportable terminals,” he
continued, “together with the clear re-
quirement for a capability for rapid
buildup  of command communications
in contingency situations has led to a
qualitative shift in our thinking and
planning for the DSCS system.”

Tucker pointed out that the addition
of the narrow-beam . feature will sub-
stantially increase the satellite cost, de-
lay initial launch and reduce satellite
reliability.

g~F
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DOD Details New Satcom System .

“If the main purpose of the satellite

system is to provide tough trunking |

links . . . for unigue and vital traffic,
then the narrow beams are a poor buy.”
he said. “In the Pacific theater, for
cxample, we have to interconnect
Alaska, the continental U.S., Hawaii,
Japan, Southeast Asia . and
Australia, so the value of a .narrow
beam is small.

Addition Supported

“However, since the main purpose
includes a requirement to provide
rapidly communications into and within
contingency areas. then the addition of
the narrow beam is well worth the cost,
delay and difficulty.”

The 25 IDCSP satellites now in use
are designed with a switch to turn the
satellites off ‘after six years in orbit to
prevent frequency interference when
they are replaced. This means that even
without any satellite failures, these
satellites will start becoming inoperable
in June, 1972—six years after the initial
launch of seven satellites.

Lifetime of the IDCSPs has far ex-
cecded the Defense Dept’s original
estimate of a maximum of three years.
All 25 of the satellites that achieved
orbit are performing within specifica-
tions, although there have been some
component failures and the resort to
backup components. The Defense
Dept. now estimates that the average
lifetime of the TDCGSPs could be well
over 10 years.

Because of technological advances it
will be possible to include ground-con-
trolled switchoff features in the new
DSCS satellites.

The Defense Dept. plans to launch
the DSCSs starting in late 1970 or early
1971. It is estimated that at least 20
IDCSPs still will he operational until
the end of 1971.

Following is the statusireport Tucker
gave the subcommittee on-the programs
for the US. IDCSP, the- US.-UK.
IDCSP. the NATQ IDCSP and the
tactical satellite communications pro-
gram (TacSatCom):

s US. IDCSP. There arc now 22
land-based antennas operating with the
25 satellites in near-circular orbits of
about 18,200 mi.: two fixed US. ter-
minals with 60-ft. antennas. 13 Hughes
transportable 40-ft. antennas and seven
readily transportable Radiation, Inc.,
18-ft. antennas.

Six of the 40-ft. antennas and the
seven smaller antennas were deployed
over the past year.

A year ago, the Defense Dept.
starfed a program of improving the
two-channel capacity of the 40-ft. ter-
minals. So far, nine have been upgraded
to 12-channel capacity. The remaining
four have been upgraded to five-chan-
nel capacity, and will be improved to
12-channel capacity after the required
equipment to do this is delivered this
fall, .

Tucker estimated the rejiability - of
the 40-ft. terminals at about 90% and

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

r



DECLASSIFIED

; Fa

NATIONAL OBSERVER - 1 JULY ‘8

- NATO Signals the Kremlin It’s
'+ Time to Talk Over Troop Cutbacks

At the June 1966 meeting of foreign
ministers of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO), a Danish proposal for
an East-West conference on European se-
curity was rejected with but a modicum of
polite debate. But in the two years since
then, NATO officials have had a change of
outlook. They have turned their thoughts
from the strictly military issue ot defend-
ing Western Europe against Communist
atfack to the political one of eventually
ending the Cold War in Europe.

At their spring meeting last week In
Reykjavik, Iceland, the NATO foreign min-
isters declared that, despite new Commu-
nist pressure on West Berlin and a Rus-
sian naval bulld-up in the Mediterranean,
the time had come for East and West to
begin considering ways of reducing their
military forces in Europe.

The NATO officials made no specific
proposals in their call for “mutual and
balanced force reductions” in ¥urope, nor
did they suggest any timetable for discuss-
ing the idea. The foreign ministers held
scant hope that Russia would respond im-
mediately to the offer. But they did want
to signal the Kremlin that the West was
ready—whenever the Russians were—to
take advantage of the present mood of
detente on both sides of the Iron Cur-
tain and try to reduce tension In Eu-
rope.

Though the Russlans officlally ignored
the NATO call, Moscow apparently sent
out a signal of its own that could lead to
a relaxation of strains between East and
West. In a speech in Moscow, Russian
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko said
Russia was ready to discuss limitations
on offensive .and defensive missile sys-
tems. .

However, mutual ' troop reductions
would be pelitically unpalatable for Russia
now. The Russians would leave them-
selves open fo the accusation that they
were enabling the United States to divert
troops to Vietnam. Too, with Czechoslova-
kia loosening its ties to Moscow and Ro-
mania pursuing policies inimical to the
Kremlin, the Russians undoubtedly would
be reluctant to thin out their troops in
other Eastern European countries. Vi-
kenty Matveyev, an authoritative but un-
official Russian commentator, described
the NATO idea as hypocritical and ac-
cused the West of “building up armed
io_rces on the borders of Socialist coun-
ries.”

Political Pressure May Help

Despite this anticipated Soviet reac-
tion, NATO officials believe that political
pressure from East Europeans: and the
high cost of maintaining 240,000 Russian
troops in Poland, Hungary, and East Ger-
many sooner or later will force the Rus-
sians to consider cutting back their mili-
tary contingents in Eastern Europe.

This ferment in the Soviet bloc con-
trasts sharply with the solidarity the
NATO nations showed at Reykjavik. There
was no talk about NATO “‘disarray.” No-
body castigated France, which has
dropped out of NATO's integrated military
structure but remains a member of the po-
litical arm of the 15-member alliance. The
French, in turn, made no effort to obstruct
the meeting. The French did refuse to sub-
seribe to that part of the communique call-
ing for military reductions, but neverthe-
less said they supported the idea.

_Indeed, the French puil-out from
NATO’s military command gave birth to a
NATO self-appraisal in 1967 that subse-
quently led to the decision to seek East-
West military reductions in Europe. After
the French withdrawal, NATOQ set up sev-
eral commissions to search for ways of
modernizing the 19-year-old aliiance in a
time when the organization’s raison
d’etre—defense against Russian attack-—
seemed to be growing less compelling.
The commissions focused on a long-range
program of Improving relations between
the West and the Soviet bloc. Even before
the commissions were set up, President
Johnson told U.S. officials to switch their
emphasis in NATO affairs from the mili-
tary to the political in hope of finding ways
to strengthen the alliance after France's
military withdrawal.

The troop-cutback proposals gained im-
petus from debate in the U.S. Senate over
the size of American forces in Europe. In
a 1966 resolution, 44 senators called for a
‘‘substantial reduection” in the number of
GIs based in ' Europe, regardless of
whether the Russians took a similar move,
The Administration argued that it too,
wanted to bring home sotne of the 220,000
American soldiers in Europe, but only it
Russia matched any Western troop cuts.
“Detente and security are complemen-
tary,” Secretary of State Dean Rusk told
the foreign ministers last week.

The NATO studies on measures to slim
down the military forces in Europe are
still under way. “This work involves ex-
tremely delicate and complex problems of
force comparison,” explained Manlio Bro-
sio, the NATO secretary general.

.Among the broader suggestions are
creation of a disarmament zone in central
Europe to serve as a pilot plan for later
extension to other European areas, and es-
tablishment of a nuclear-free zone cover-
Ing Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the two
Germanies. The commisslons also have
studied less-ambitious proposals for re-
ducing ground forees, air forces, or a mix-
ture of both, while maintaining present
bases. Other proposals before the commis-
sions involve froop pull-backs from the
front lines without any immediate reduc-
tion in the size of the contending forces.

Rusk Flies to Bonn

NATO’s conciliatory attitude was ap-
parent in the final communique of the
two-day foreign-ministers’ meeting. The
NATO officlals asserted that Kast German
restrictions on West German travel to and
trom West Berlin constituted a *‘deliberate
attempt to jeopardize detente’’ in Europe,
but proposed no retaliaiory measures.
After the Reykjavik meeting, Secretary
Rusk flew to Bonn to confer with West
German officlals on the East German
moves,

East German restrictions imposed on
‘June 11 require passports and visas for
West Germans traveling through East
German territory on trips to West Berlin.
Another set of restrictions takes effect
July 1. These include new taxes and tolls
on trucks, buses, and barges crossing Kast
German territory to West Berlin. The East
Germans indicated that all the talk about
detente and military cutbacks would not
distract them from following through on
travel restrictions. For the moment, at
least, the movement toward military dis-
engagement In Europe clearly was one-
sided. —~RICHARD EGAN
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‘w SATCOM SYSTEM
oo CONTINUED

said the performance of the recen's
installed 18-ft. terminals so far has
heen good.

The terminal points are in the Wash-
ington. D.C., arca, New lJersey. Col-
orado, California, Hawaii, Guam.
Australia, Korea, Okinawa, Philippines.
South Vietnam, Thailand, Ethiopia and
West Germany.

Over the past year, six Hughes ship-
based 6-ft. antenmas were introduced
and demonstrated the communications
capacity for which they were designed,
but reliahility was not satisfactory.
After modifications are incorporated
they will be used on major naval com-
mand ships.

s U.S.-U.K. IDCSP. There has been
some slippage, but (his program is now
progressing  satisfactorily and launch
of a svynchronous Philco/Ford Skynet
satellite is scheduled for mid-1969.

USAF is procuring two Skynets for
U.K.. one for backup. After launch by
USAF. the satellite, as well as the
ground station complex, will be con-
trolled by UK. ‘

Joint cfforts are under way to insure
the interoperability of the U.S. and
U.K. satellites and terminals,

s NATO IDCSP. USAF shortly will
procure two Skynet-type satellites for
NATO. and first luunch is planned for
late. 1969 (awasT Dec. 25, 1967. p. 22).

Other NATO nations will provide
the ground stations. but U.S. will con-
trol ‘the satellite.

aTacSatCom. Launch of Hughes
TacSatCom is now scheduled for early
next year. By this time. experimental
ground, sea and airborne terminals will
be deployed for testing with the satel-
lite (Aw&sT Jan. 15, p. 66).

A joint test plan will be completed
within a year. providing for extensive
evaluation with TacSatCom of a variety
of networks and configurations. includ-
ing terminals installed in tactical ve-
hicles, such as jeeps, submarines, small
and large ships, and operational aircraft
of the three military services.

CHICAGO TRIBUNE
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SAIGON ATTACK
ISN'T NEAR, U.S.
GENERAL SAYS

SAIGON, Viet Nam, June 3p
UP)—Maj. Gen. John H. Hay
yesterday belittled speculation
that' a Viet Cong assault on
Saigon is near.

“It is a possibility, but there
is no indication of «t at this
time,” the United States com-
mander of the newly formed
capital military district said.
He denied press reports that
special security measures have
been taken in the Saigott area
because of a threatened enemy
attack this week-end.

“There has been no increase
in alertness because there is
no need for it he told re-
porters. “As matter of fact, it
is 50 quiet it worries me.” The
general’s command was cre-
ated June 4 to counteract the
.growing communist pressure
against the capital ecity.
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JACKSON 'BELIGHTED" AT PROSPECT OF U.S,-SOVIET TALRS ON STRATEGIC WEAPONS

Russta's bid for swap:apinions-with the U.S. on thezpessible limitations of strategic-weqpons
drew o delighted. reaction frem Sen.. -Henry M. Jockson (D=Wash.), who marshalled-aduotates oF
nationak security last week to defeat an attempt-fo- delay deploymenr of " the Seritinel system
far o year,

Insresponse-toram: annoumcement.by Soviet foreign minister. Andre Gromyko, JockSOn sa’ld
¥l amrdelighted at ther mews: that-the. Savietsiare now-ready-to.exchange views 'with.ys on the limita=
tions of strategic nuctear offensiverand defensive weepon systems, ircluding the ABM. This wos one
of ourabfectives, This was. one-of the compelling reusons: for usging the Senate to vote-for deploy=
ment of the: Sentinel ABM system-~to:strengthen the President's diplomatic hard vis-g-vis the Soviets
and tos improve the chances:that Moscow-would start telking to us on this rarige. of issues.”

The possible Russien-reactionto the Sentinel was.one:of the arguments that Jackson'used to
defeat the Hart-Cooper omendment to-deployment, - He stressed: thot the basic purpose of the system
was to.strengthen the U.S. diplomaticposition. '

Jacksen said, "Formore-than-eightesn manths-the President has been trying to persuade the

Russiamsrtor tokk:abaut thisseritical subject. At l‘mﬁ, ‘-wa"uppeqr‘tohbe seeingisome. hopeful results,”
} E ¥ . *
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AEROSPACE: DAILY) -1 mml968 g
IAVY SEES. FOLARIS, POSEIDON AS POSSIBLE ANTI-SATELLITE WEAPONS

Polaris or Posiedon. missiles could be: developed into anti-satellite: weupons, some Navy
sourcesshelieve. Thiscould-make-a lat.of sense, itisreported;because it would. provide the U.S.
with mebile_launch platforms. for anti-satellite.defense~-a posture which would. permit launching from
the greatest portion of the Earth's surface to intercept satelites placed in any type orbit,

 Nawy:spokesmen believe o water-launched anti-satellite-system would be more advantageous
than a:strictly lond=hosed: system, AEROSPACE-DAILY learmed, Reson for this is that enemy satel=
lites could be-directed so that they wouldimake-orty Guminimum:rumber of passes.over U.S. lond
arews, making: it mare-difficult for land-based:anti-sotetfite weapeons.. A further-advantage would be
lessening:the:possibility of dumage-on:|and:resulting:from-destructionsof:nuclear-armed sateblites.

it Inpointediout that” with«devetopmentrof: mmmrwretcmmssemce siteliites, -the obility of

' shrps“m ream-thessegs: at will and-submarines-torhide is threatened.,
* * e

ABROBPACE. DATLY, 1. JULY: 196&
GAQ: URGES MORE COMPET ITIQN IN PROCUREMENT OF AERONAUT!CAL SPARES

Uncoerdinated-management-within. the-mititary services is obscurmg ‘the.possible benefits of
greater-use-of competition in procuremenf of eeronautical spare parts, the General Accounting Office
said ina Tecent report to Congress.,

I response-to: requests from-the Joint Etonomic. Subcommittee on. Economy in Government, the
GAOlsurveyed procurement: within-each service:and-reparted;, “Ouricurrent as well as earlier work
:showesd:that fechmcul dataproblems. remained the predominuntreason-why procyrements were. made
withouticompetition," |

GAQ said Defense Department officials. promised to: provide for earlier reviews of items to
determine-whether they could be procured competifively.. DIOD plans-to. document reasons for non=
competitive purchases.. DOD is studying: means: of coerdinating. interservice procurements.of spares,
GAQ saids.

GAOQ said that it reviewed records for fiscal 1966 arid*fdund:thatfour - procurement activitidy~ 7
spent $2billion on'ceronautical spares. About $1.5 billion, or78.5%; were:noncompetitive-buys,
Qf these,. GAQ sifted procurements totaling $174- million and found that $103 millien, or59% were
not-awarded.competitively due to. inadequate technical data. Othef reasons included critical manu-
facturing-techniques, urgency of requirements, and. administrative expediency related to awards for
$2500.and under. !

GAO complained. that, although justification was given for noncompehfwe buys, this informa-
tion was not uniform in nature and the specific reasons were not summarized and reported to higher
management levels in fhe services and the Defense Deparfment :

: AIIJB’PACR mm, LY 1968
AUSTRALIAN F=I11s: First F=111 for Royal Australian A|r Force is slated to be delivered in October,
some three months behind the original schedule. Delivery of all 24 nircraft to RAAF should be com-
pleted by March or April, 1969, The:delay will allow incorporation in the U 5. of engineering
changes required to correct faults in the plane's control system.
10-r
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