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;~_ , INTR'ODUCT1QN 

Section 206(c) ~f the Im~nded National Security Act of 

1 9 47, as cod i~ ~ ,e ~ an d\ r e -e nf c ted f n' to 1 a \'i as lOU S C 50 13 , 

reads in part,: ," \ I 
\ , 

; .• ,.,The Marin~"Co~ps,,'shal1 be organized, trained, 
. \ i· 

t ' 

-- and ecru i ~p~l to' p!rqv i ~e -f1'"e~tmarr'n eforces" -b f Combi ifed' I, 
,I 

arms, together wi¥h sup'Rorting air components; for service 
, -. 

I , 

with the fleet in the s!)zure or defense of advanced naval 
~- .• -.. -

bases and for the conduct of such land operations as may 

be essential to the prosecution of a naval campaign ... 

Further •.. To perform such other duties as the President 

may direct. 

This delineation of the Marine Corps role and mission has 

not applied precisely to the Vietnam experience any more than 

it did to the Korean conflict. The amphibious landings made 

by the Marines on the littoral of South Vietnam have not been 

executed primarily to seize or defend naval bases and related 

iland operations have not been essential to a purely naval 

campaign. The mission of the Marines in Vietnam has been a 

,mixed endeavor involving the amphibious capability, the support 

of other Services and Allies, and such other duties as the 

President has directed. 

What had started out as a response to a standard contin-

I 
gency operation by a Marine amphibious force~ soon developed 

into a protracted land war of monumental pr~~ortio~s! ~onsidering -- -- -- -
'" - ,- : "~: ,,~ c, j ;:'. 
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the Korean experience, this nonamphibious role was really 

not hi n 9 new. I twa s s 0 met h ~ ng t h ? ~ had to bet a ken ins t rid e • 

The expansion of 'the 'nl" MaHn'e Anlph'ib'ious'Force (III MAF) to 
, .,', 

the size of a fiel~ army was, however, a unique experience for 
, '. :.,.:,' .! , •• '~'. ! .' 

the MarJnes,.,';;By,I~May J968",the:r,e,were more US Army maneuver 

ba t ta 1 ibn 5 ~~'u nd e'r "'I I I' MAF DperftT6 n a lcc)'n t~'o'l " th cin:'Ma r'i n e' b'a f":' 

talions--29 as compared with 24. Overall, 30 percent of the 

~. U,S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (ComUSr~ACV) assets were 

committed to III MAF's operational, area, the I Corps Tactical 

Zone (JCTZ), which covered the five northernmost provinces of 

South Vietnam. The 2d Republic of Korea Marine Brigade further 

increased the scope of this command with four more battalions 

un d e r II 0 per a t ion a 1 9 u ida n c e " 0 f I I I MA F . The Mar i n e s a b s 0 r bed 

this responsibility in spite of the fact that their organiza­

tional structure was not initially geared to the task. Even 

though administering a field army was a new experience for the, 

Marines, they readily accepted this expanded role and out of 
, 

~ecessity emphasized land warfare. 

Still, the amphibious role was the Marine Corps· raison 

dletre and its vested interest. Further, commitment to a land 

war did not diminish the need or responsibility for maintain­

ing an amphibious capability in the Western Pacific. There 

were a number of contingency plans in the area that required 

a continuous state of readiness by the Seventh Fleet and its 

amphibious forces. There was a danger in preoccupation with 
I , 
$outh Vietnam. Both the Navy and the Marines had to be 

- -
: . .. • '. • ;.:::-r ,j \ ,'; ~ .• ' ," • , ..., ~;,.'., I ,I. 
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constantly re~~y to conduct amphibioys operations elsewhere~ 

on short notice, even when committed to an extended land cam­

paign in South Vietnani~ 0 Consequently, the'Special Landing 

Force (SlF) waimaintained to provide this strategic reserve. 

The S.lF~, orjgi!lall'y:.i,l)stitut.e~JiT,l, ,the mid-50s under various 

pther titles;historicaTl'y'cori's'isted~of-one'o'rtwo battalion" 

landing teams (BlTs), and later, with helicopter support. 

The SLF had a checkered history in Vietnam primarily be­

cause amphibious operations generally were not the best tac­

tical option to apply to a land-oriented war where Marines 

were already on the beach. Nevertheless, some of the purely 

amphibious operations of the SlF netted significant enemy 

casualties (the highest casualties, however, were in the non­

amphibious SLF operations a~hore); and even in the low-kill 

~mphibious operations, there was always the short ,term effect 

pf upsetting enemy activity in the coastal areas. Most sig­

nificantly, the SlF provided ComUSMACV the only immediatere­

serve force with its own organic support for in~country 

contingencies. 

Another benefit of maintaining the SlF was the resultant 

upgrading of combat-attrited, in-country units; During the 

early part of the war in Vietnam, units assigned to the SlF 

from III MAF rotated and underwent a rehabilitation program on 

Okinawa. This program permitted improvement of combat effec­

tiveness, training of personnel, refurbishment of supplies and 

equipment, and a break from the grind of continuous combat duty. 
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Unfortuna~ely, this very beneficial program st~pped with the 

enemy build-up in the DMZ in late spring 1967. 
" ~ . I , . I 

In ,late fall 1967', the assignme'nt 'of SLF units ashore 

under operati?nal,.c~~trol, of IIIMAF commands for protracted 

period>s~:of"t;irne /;>~came .~:ta:lJ(lar,d,[;pr:actice. Some in-country 

Ma ri nesopen Ii -ex'pr'es s'ed t'he'.r-op'irii on: th a t 'a'mph ib'i ous-o'per;.. "! 

ations were a waste of time and that the SLFs should be left 

ashore. These Marines, barbed by ComUSMACV critics interested 

in enemy body count, failed to appreciate that the SLF was not: 

solely dedicated to the war in Vietnam and that CINCPAC had 

other responsibilities as well. Understandably, the immediate, 

~ar at hand was their prime concern and, of course, at a 

higher level, that of CINCPAC as well. 

With Tet and its aftermath, the contingency capability of 

the Seventh Fleet amphibious force deteriorated as both SLFs 

remained ashore in support of prolonged III MAF operations 

from February through May 1968. As Tet and the subsequent 

"mini-Tet" subsided and the demands of land conflict ashore 

~iminished to manageable proportions, the SLFs were at long 

last able to return to their shipping and resume their 

amphibious role. 

The SLF record thereafter included several more operations 

aver the summer of 1968; then there was a period when one SLF 

served ashore while the other underwent rehabilitation at Subic 

Bay in the Philippines. By October 1968, both SLFs were again 

in full operation and conducted amphibious operations until 
- _. -

I" - ,1 
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September 1969. At this point, the SLF-resumed its-normal 

role of being a ready force afloat, prepared to execute any 

of its -contingency pl'~nsi . 
. :" 

The lqng,ang ,sh.pX-t D,f the Marines' war- in V,ietnam was 

that th-is'par'ticu'lar'cohflict::'nad 'limited application for 

the spe'cialty ,'o'f amphi'biou~-'~p~ration~."TheMadne- Corps 

was forced by circumstances to perform in a capacity other 

than its primary role and function. Despite the fact that 

Vietnam was not a showcase for amphibious operations,the 

Marines performed their mission,as an amphibious force whereve~ 

it was tactically feasible. _ This monograph provides an 

analysis of these Special_Landing Force operations as a part 

of the Marines' total effort in_South Vietnam. 
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_CHAPTER I-

DEVELOPMENTAL BA_CKGROUND,.,~D ,~ARLY DEPLOYMENT OF THE 

".d(I":;:~ SJL'C i. I ·,_ 

(1) l:1niess'otherwise noted, 'the·material in this chapter is 

!derived: fr6ni;:8h~:'-'s.' Nel'ircil" Hi~{:Div, rt'NO, Hi~tory of £. '~. - Naval 
i 

ioperations, Vietnam, v. 1, 1946-63{S), hereafter CNO !!£ Navopsi 

iVN, v. 1, 1946-63(S); ~ HD NavOps, v. 2, 1964(S); Maj James 
I 

:M. Yingling, Capt Harvey D. Bradshaw, Mr. Benis M. Frank, 
i 
I 

I"United States Marine Corps Activities in South Vietnam, 1954-63, 
i 
I 
iA Study Prepared for the Secretary of Defense," (HistBr, G-3 i 

I 
I 

iDiv, HQMC) (5); LtCol 
I 

John J. Cahill and Jack 5hulimson, I'History 
I 
I~ £. §,. Marine Corps Operations in Vietnam, January-June 1965," 

!<HistBr, G-3 Div, HQMC) (S), hereafter Cahill and 5hulimson, 

l~ Ops y!, ~-Jun65(S); Marine Corps General Officers Sym-
I • 
ipos~um, 1962, 007A20662 of 26 Jul 1962 (S); Fleet Marine Force, 
I 

!Atlantic: Test Report, Fast Landing Force Concept, 039-58 of 
I 
117 May 1958(C), hereafter FMFL~nt Test Rpt, 17May58{C); Air/ 
I 

!GrOUnd Task Force structure 1953-1960, File VE 23.2N 120308, 
I 

IHistorical Reference Branch, HQMC (S); 2/5 ComdD, 3 Jul-16 Oct: 
I 

i1960{C), hereafter 2/5 ComdOs (S); 2/9 ComdD, 7 Feb-31 May 196+ 

I(U); 3/9 ComdD, 24 Mar-22 Jun 1961 (S); 1/3 ComdD, 15 Jun-23 Aug 
i 
11961 (C); 2/3 ComdD, 15 Jul-6 oct 1961 (C); 3/3 ComdD, 11 Aug-18 
I 

:Dec 1961 (C); 1/9 ComdD, 15 Dec 1961-21 Feb 1962 (U); 2/9 ComdD, 
I 
I 

~9 Feb-23 Apr 1962(C); 1/3 ComdD, 20 May-22Aug 1962(C); 3/9 
I 

jComdD, 24 Apr-Jul 1962 (S); 2/3 ComdD, 22 Aug-18 Oct 196.2 (C); 3/3 
- : ...... '~., " ~. ;... c 
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ComdD, ,18 Oct-17 Dec 1962(C); 2/9 ComdD, 1 Jan-31 Mar 1963(U); 

3/9 ComdD, 28 Mar-23 May 1963(C); 2/3 ComdD, 24 Ju1-16 Sep 

1963 (S); 3/3 ComdD, 31'Aug-8·Dec·1963(S); 1/3 ComdD, 13 Jun-

23 Jul 1964(C). 

-- -.- - --
I ~ J ..: ,J 
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The concept of the Special Landing Force has a number of paral­

lels dating back to Captain Samuel Nicholas' battalion landing 

on New Providence Island in-the Bahama's on3 March 1776. The 

commitment of batt~lion-size landing forces has been a rather 

common '.experience in .Ma.rine Corps history. In contrast, the 

employment 'offloating battalidns built aro~nd combined arms, 

poised for immediate contingency response, is more unusual ex­

cept in relatively recent times. This more precise parallel 

probably had its origin during the Civil War. 

In June 1861, Captain Samuel F. DuPont, USN, with the 

____ - backing of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy. Gustavus V. 

Fox, arranged to have a Marine battalion assigned to a special 

transport (SSGovernor) for a naval campaign along the coastal 

and riverine areas of the Confederate States. After its 

establishment afloat, this battalion, under command of Major 

John G. Reynolds, met with ill fortune when the GdVernor 

swamped at sea in a Hatteras gale. As a result, the battalion 

was deprived of its role in the fight at Port Royal, Virginia. 

Despite its ill-fated start, this unit is probably the oldest 

ancestor of the floating battalion concept in the U. S. Marine 

.Corps.(2) 

(2) Colonel Robert D. Heinl, Jr .. Soldiers of the Sea (Annapolis: 

United States Naval Institute, 1962), pp. 73-74, hereafter Heinl, 

:$oldiers of the Sea • 
• ,,' ,", I~,. 'i' _~:, (' - ',: ,~v; --- - - T 
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The SpaDish-American War marked a further application of 

the floating battalion. On 22 April 1898, Lieutenant Colonel 

Rob e r t' W.' Hun tin 9 tori em bar k eda ba t tal ion ,'( f ; v e com pan i e s 0 f 

infantry and o~e 3-inch artillery company) aboard a specially 

fitted .transport, the USS panther, for expeditionary service in 

Cuba. This unit, self-contained i'n its mobile logistical base, 

was reinforced by the guns of Commodore Winfield S. Schley's 

Flying Squadron. Although this battalion spent a relatively 

short period afloat--the troops were temporarily disembarked at 

Key West--it was finally committed on 10 June at Guantanamo, 

Cuba. The unit's performance as the spearhead of American forces 
e..-

in Cuba (including the battle of Cuaco Well on 14 June), became_ 

one of the brightest highlights of this short six-month war.(3) 

Floating battalions were prominent during the expedition­

ary period of the early 19005. In 1903 when Panamanians 

started a revolution for independence from Colombia, Major John 

A. Lejeune's floating battalion landed to help stabilize the 

situation. Off-loaded amidst a torrential downpour at Colon, 

the Marines quickly thwarted the Colombian soldiers from pur­

suing the revolutionaries. Once established, it took the U.S. 

only four days to recognize the new Panamanian government, 

and in turn assure U. S. rights for canal development. Sub­

,sequent1y. a Marine brigade was formed, commanded by no less a 

personage than Brigadier General Commandant George F. Elliott. 

(3) Ibid., pp. 113-117. 
~' \ i...:' In : .J" ;:-
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This marked the last time a commandant took personal command 

in the field.(4) 

In Septe~ber 1906, lieutenant Colonel"Albertus W. Catlin 

landed his floatingbat~alion in Havana, Cuba: This expedition 

had the mission of ensuring the' stability of the Cuban govern­

ment as pr!ovided for in the p'ro'visions of the Platt Amendment. 

Other Marine battal,ions followed until there was a brigade 

force on duty as well as Army units. Finally, in 1909 the last 

elements of the force returned from this extremely long stint 

of guard duty.(5) 

The floating battalion concept flourished until the First 

World War. The battalion bases when in home waters were 

Brooklyn, League Island, or Pensacola, and when in the Carib­

bean, Guantanamo Bay. With the advent of the Advance Base 

Concept and the War in Europe, however, the floating battalion 

concept was overshadowed. In essence it remained in obscurity 

until after World War II.{6) 

(4) Ibid., pp. 147-148. 

(5) LtCol Clyde H. Metcalfe, Ii History of the United States 

,Marine Corps (New York: G. P. Putnam1s Sons, 1939), pp. 312-

324, hereafter Metcalfe, USMC History. 

(6) The Advance Base Force featured a small expeditionary 

Marine Brigade with combined arms support, equipped to seize 

and hold temporary naval bases as well as accompany the fleet 

for any contingency in time of war • 
.3 I ,- . : ': ."(,1",-

", f, 
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Within the context of modern methods of warfare and 

technology, the most comparable ,force to the Special Landing 

Force harkens back'to 1947. A't 'that time the Commander in 

Chief of Naval Forces, Mediterranean requested that the Chief 

of Naval Operations furnish a battalion-size Fleet Marine Force 

unit to bolster the striking pow~r of the U. S. -Si'xth Fleet in 

connection with supporting the "Truman Doctrine" in that area. 

In January 1948 a reinforced battalion joined the fleet for 

duty. Since that time, except for two short periods, Marine 

landing forces have been continually assigned on a rotational 

basis to the Sixth Fleet; also, during much of that time Marine 

air was deployed to the Mediterranean as well.{*) 

This Sixth Fleet amphibious force, obscured at times by 

the developmental trends of the 150s toward larger unit pack­

ages, still held its own. There was always a need for a light­

weight task force to respond to contingency calls--whether it 

was for a quick small-scale show of force to calm a political 

crisis or to grab a toe hold until a larger force could arrive 

on the scene. 

Following the Korean Conflict, the Marine Corps, as was 

the case with the other services. was deeply concerned with its 

and Heinl, Soldiers of the Sea, p. 160. 

(*) These periods were from August 1950 to March 1951 during 

the Korean Conflict, and from March 1955 to April 1956. when 

funds were not available to deploy such a force. 
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postwar role. The Commandant of the Marine Corps, General 

Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jr., endeavored to guide the Corps back to 

a peacetime posture- and at the same time perpetuate a high 

state of combat readiness. On 12 April 1954, the Commandant 

w rot e ale t t e r tot h e Co mm a ~ d i, n 9 G en era 1 0 f F 1 e e t Mar i n e For c e , 

Atlantic (FMFLant), which was'to'have long-term ;'mplications' 

for the Marine Corps. This directive triggered the "packaged" 

concept of task forces-in-readiness that was to become ,the 

motif of Marine contingency planning that still is strongly 

in evidence today. The Commandant expressed the belief that 

lithe Marine Corps' vital role as a force-in-readiness would be 

greatly enhanced by having available at all times, for rapid 

movement, light-weight task forces of regimental group size 

[vis a vis battalion group size]," such forces to be "capable 

of movement to the objective area in thirty-knot combatant 

shipping, and of initiating and maintaining assault operations 

by HRS helicopters as a sole means of transportation."(7) 

As a result of this letter, Brigadier General Homer L. 

Litzenberg was appointed to head an informal board that was to 

submit proposals relative to the organization, equipment, and 

concepts for employment of such a force. The board studied 

the matter and developed a "Fast Landing Force" (FLF) concept 

employing a regimental landing team (RLT). After considerable 

evaluation at Headquarters, Marine Corps and at the Marine Corps 

(7) FMFLantTest~, 17 May 1958 (C). 
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j'y;o;i!G GUIDC (5SCJ2) 
,)·;IJ~OGR.H·I~ Ie ~;:PRODJCT! cr: 

": Ir~r~~j})[~ 
~Um~\I1I'.i I 

'Schools , Quantico, Virginia,. orders were issued _directing .tha.t I 

I 

'the FLF concept be tested dur.j..Rg,;tne 1958 amphibious exercises~ 
, 

PHIBEX 1-~8, q~d;was;he~d.at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. 
. u.l, ,". 1\ I " .~'. _'... _. " 

~uch (if~(1:he' FLF a'ct:ivity" revo].'ved'around the evacuation of 

I ' I 

I 

The development and refinement of light-weight task forces 

continued in the late 50s. There were experiments with variable­

:size packages under different designations in numerous amphibious 

:exercises on both coasts and in,the Pacific. Significantly, the 
I 

battalion landing team (BLT), composed of an infantry battalion 
I 

'reinforced by necessary combat and service elements, became the 

basic troop unit in an assault landing. The Lebanon Crisis of 

,July-October 1958 provided a test-in-earnest of the concept 

with the commitment of BLTs 1/8, 2/2, and 3/6, reinforced by 

,a standard infantry battalion (2/8), ultimately all under the 

command of the 2d Marine Provisional Force (Brigadier General 
I 

:Sidney S. Wade). 

with the increase of political tensions in the Far East 

during 1960, especially in Laos, Seventh Fleet and 3d Marine 

Division planners worked together and readied a fast seaborne 

reaction force of BLT size, similar to the "Med" battalion, for 

contingency deployment. On 20 July 1960, the First Provisional ~ 

Battalion Landing Team Afloat (BLT 2/5), under command of 

Lieutenant Colonel Warren A. Butcher, was activated at Camp 

Schwab, Okinawa for duty with the Seventh Fleet. This BLT, the 
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inunediate-forerunner of the -SLF-, -was to be -rotated periodically, 
, 
iusually about every two and;Cl. ,~,afLmonths. 

,,::-.~. J'I','~" , 1.::'1, ,. ',1 ,.::,-'--i~S "t..;S, ,\"',. I _. !., '. _~," I -, , 

The mission of the BLT employed with elements of the 
'~ 01,". :".: r "',,1_:8 ~.:,,-

~ 
SeventrLF~eet ~?l!?:_Jto:.b~ J)+,epared to conduct assault or non-

,assault land'ingsll~iri 'order to:"";; 1:-, 

",1'. 

bi1ity in the following areas (or as otherwise directed):! 

Japan, Korea, Ryukyus, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Hong 

Kong, Macao, Taiwan, Thailand, Burma, Federation of Malaya, 

Singapore, Philippines, British Borneo, Indonesia, 

Netherlands New Guinea, Portuguese Timor, Australia 

(including Trust Territories), New Zealand (including 

island dependencies) and French and British Oceana. 

2. Conduct other operations as may be required to 

support the national policy of the United States, to 

protect United States interests, or relieve human suffer-

ing. (8) 

BLT 2/5 underwent a training period followed by a series 

,of inspections and departed Okinawa on 4 August 1960. Once 

aboard, the unit journeyed to training areas and liberty ports' 

:in Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Hong Kong for a period 

of two and a half months. The activities of this BLT and the 
, 
:others that followed soon proved to be rather similar if not 

. , , 

:stereotyped. Looking over the "significant events" entries 

(8) 2/5 ComdD, 3 Jul-16 Oct 1960 (C). 
: ~ - ,-, i: 'oJ '" Ii"" 
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in the command diaries, one encounters a continuous round of 

inspections, training exercises, embarkations and debarkations, . ' , 

combat and ceremonial reviews,' athletic competitions, parties 

with foreign dignitaries and officers, and liberty runs in 

Subic Bay, Manila, Hong Kong~and Kaohsiung. Wherever the unit 

was during these cruises, it was- always ready to peiform its 
." 

contingency mission on short notice. The traditional Marine 

Corps image of readiness, albeit in a small l,300-man force, 

was continuously in evidence in Southeast Asia. 

In August 1961, after six BlTs had gone through the 

rotation cycle as the First Provisional BlT Afloat, the desig­

nation changed to the "Special Landing Force,lI a name that 

continues as of this writing. The term IISpecial Landing 

Force ll in 1961 as in 1970 indicated the presence of aviation 

support for the BlT, a squadron of medium helicopters.(*) 

-

The period of 1961 to 1965 was marked by numerous contin~ 

gency alerts involving the various nations of Indochina. Most 

of these alerts were a matter of the SlF floating offshore on 

a standby basis without executing any landings. In May 1962, 

there was a departure from this pattern when the Thai government 

requested military assistance because of attacks in Laos by 

Communist forces and the movement of Communist military units 

(*) The term IISpecial Landing Force ll was unique to the Pacific 

Fleet. Similar BlT deployments were taking place in the 

Caribbean and as indicated earlier, in the Mediterranean • 
. .' I "' I.' ~. , '. I : I,. 
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toward the ,border _of Thailand. President John F. Kennedy -

,quickly honored the request':fi~d;,~J::te SLF landed on 17 May. 

Port'itiris bf :IBtT 3/9" (Lieut~n~ri.t C610nel ~Ha~old W. Adams) on 

boar.dt~,e qss",V~).l,E!Y :,F,o:r;ge (LPH-8) flew ashore in HMM-26l 
f (Lieutenant Co':l.onel;, Fred A.' 'S·teele) helicopters and landed at; 

,..: \... ". ,'~I ,: '.' I'" ;.:'~" ",~~~ll..~!~ ,-, ~ _ '_ .. ', .• ~~ - .. '.- '."-' 

Don Muang A~r Base outs~de of Bangkok. The rema~nder came 

,ashore by barges from the USS Navarro (APA-2l5) and the USS 

Point Defiance (LSD-31) and proceeded to the airfield in Thai 

:trucks. From Don Muang, the troops completed the journey to 

:Udorn by C-130 aircraft. Class III, IV, and V supplies were 
I 

:shipped by rail to Udorn but tanks and amtracs were not 

committed because of the extensive distance and poor traffic- ' 

ability of Thai roads in the interior. 

Once ashore, the BLT reported for operational control to 

,the Chief, Joint qSMilitary Advisory Group, Thailand (Major ~ 

'General Briard R. Johnson, USA), and remained under his control 

until 20 May 1962. At that time, the operational control 

shifted to the 3d Marine Expeditionary Brigade (Brigadier 

General Ormond R. Simpson) which had arrived from Okinawa. 

The entire Marine force ultimately came under the operational 

control of the Commander, Joint Task Force 116 (Lieutenant 

General James L. Richardson, Jr., USA).(*) 

(*) The 3d MEB consisted of a headquarters company, a provisional 

Marine aircraft group, a logistical support group, and the SLF ' 

BLT. JTF 116 included a US Army infantry brigade, a logistic 

DECLASSIFIED 

II 



DECLASSIFIED 

The. BLTestablishedits base camp. and .. conunand .post 

:approximately eight miles south,o,f.,Udorn along route 27, while' 
-1.,')1.<,)".1 ~ 

the Biigade Fieadqua:t-f~'r~cs~{'\ip' it~ CP' ~1::' 't.he Udorn airstrip. ' 
, 
I 

'( ( 

:Init~al}y, ,hou~~dJp ,.~~~.e~~7r halves, the Marines soon improved 

their :base,camp so :that::w.tthin'a' month, all personnel were 

,comfottablyqtia~t.er~d'ih'laig~'Lg~nertll'·purpbse:tehtswith 

wooden decks. Establishing a base of operations, however, 

was only a small part of the task at hand, something that had 

to be taken in stride with operations in the field. 

The BLT conducted extended platoon and company-size 

:armed reconnaissance patrols along Routes 26 and 27: north 

:to Nong Khai, south to Khon Kaen; east to Sakon Nakhon, 

northwest to Loei, the cardinal distances being 160 by 100 

,miles. When compared to the III Marine Amphibious Force 
I 

'area, I Corps Tactical Zone, that subsequently was established! 
i 

'in South Vietnam in 1965, this was an exceptionally large 

:operational area. Two companies conducted helicopter exercise$ 
I 

including a night operation. Daily helicopter training patrol$ 

:were conducted by BLT personnel consisting of a drop at one 

.location and an extraction a considerable distance away at 

:another predetermined location. The name of the game was to 

make the Marines' presence known--a show of force. Motorized 

patrols were utilized as well. The Marines in this case would 

:ride to the outer fringes of a town, debark, march through the I 

'command at Khorat, and elements of an Air Force air division. 

DECLASSIFIED 

-



I. ~ CJ 

" d ., ,,' 

DECLASSIFIED 

~. I ; .. 

:. J ,: ,~ ,~:7 'j I I - . 
, , 

• r" 

i ~ 

," I) ;: ~ ;' :. ;':').''- . . , . "" .J'. I~[!I, 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

----. 
SECRET 

town, ~nd then reembark on the outskirts. Additionally, two 

platoons had the assignment ~f assisting in the training of the 

Thai Border Patrol' Police at schools located in the vicinity 

of Udorn and Ubon •. Classwork in general military subjects and 

live-firing exercises in thefie.ld were also emphasized. 

There were problems that limited the Mar:ines" activities. 

One expressed shortcoming was the lack of a Marine observation 

squadron (VMO). With the vast amount of terrain to be covered, 

a VMO was sorely needed to improve reconnaissance, artillery 

spotting, and airborne air control. Another impediment was 

the poor quality of Thai routes of communication for military 

operations. Subsequent to this expedition, particularly dur­

ing the Allied buildup in South Vietnam, considerable attention 

was brought to bear on this problem with American aid. 

A highlight of the expedition in Thailand was a visit by 

the King and Queen on the 15th of June 1962. A BlT formation 

was held in their honor with a display of weapons and equip­

ment. King Bhumibol and American Ambassador Kenneth Todd Young 

addressed the Marines during the visit in a formal ceremony. 

There were also other visits from time to time by senior U. S. 

and Thai officers and government officials. 

Gradually, the crisis diminished and on 28 July the BlT 

was ordered back to Okinawa. This return was accomplished by 

airlift, including 2 C-124 and 16 C-130 aircraft. A total of 

37 loads were required to complete the airlift. On 30 July 

the BlT commander reported to the Commanding General, 3d Marin~ 
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Division for operational control. The remainder of the 3d MEB 

and the JTF dissolved shortly.thereafter and returned to their 

respective home bases in the Pacific area. 

Both 1963 and 1964 were marked by major Seventh Fleet de-
:/,/,.,..-

P loy men t sin ten de d to in flu en c e sec uri t yon the I n d (j~~ h i n e s e -

peninsula. In April 1963, the~tommun1st Path~t Lao were on6~ 

again making advances that threatened the frail Laotian coali-

tion government. The Seventh Fleet quickly moved two task 

groups to a location in the South China Sea just south of the 

17th Parallel near the Demilitarized Zone of Vietnam. An attack 
, 

carrier group {T_T '77.5 formed around the USS Ticonderoga) and ~ 

an amphibious assault group (TG 76.5 with the USS Princeton as 

the principal unit with the SLF, TG 79.5, embarked) cruised off­

shore in order to pressure Hanoi, the controlling influence be-

hind the Pathet Lao, to curtail its activity. As was the case 

in Thailand in 1962, the threat subsided to an acceptable level 

and the naval force with its Marines moved to normal stations. 

With the advent of the Tonkin Gulf Crisis in August 1964, 

the United States forces experienced their first overt confron­

tation with the North Vietnamese. On 2 August 1964, North Viet­

namese torpedo boats attacked the USSMaddox and short1?'i'y ther'e-,...---· 

after on the 4th, set upon the Maddox again and also the USS 

Turrier~. U. s. Navy aircraft retaliated from carriers in 

the Tonkin Gulf on the 5th, hitting PT boat harboring sites 

and fuel storage areas along the coast of North Vietnam. In 

Washington, Congress quickly adopted the "Tonkin Resolution ll 
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w h i c h est a b 1 ish edt hat the US, w 0 U 1 d Sup p 0 r t the Rep u b 1 i c of • 
Vietnam and IItake all necessary measures to repel any armed 

attack against the forces of the United States. II (9) 

An immediate buildup of U. S. forces in Southeast Asia 

followed during the period 2-15 August to thwart any violent 

reaction by North Vietnam or Co~munist China to the U. S. re­

taliatory attacks (PIERCE ARROW strikes) in North Vietnam. 

Within the Seventh Fleet, reinforcements included two attack 

carriers, a carrier with a submarine hunter-killer group em-

barked, plus seven destroyers. The amphibious capability also 

was substantially reinforced. Initially, the SLF, embarked 

aboard the Valley Forge (LPH-S), the Alamo (LST-33), and 

Cavalier (APA-37),.set sail from Subic on the evening of 5 ---
August to a point 300 miles off the South Vietnamese coast be­

tween Saigon and Da Nang. Shortly thereafter on the 8th, RLT 

9 began leaving Okinawa with the Marine Logistic Support Group 

following. By the 15th, the entire amphibious task force ren­

dezvoused, the amphibious shipping under command of Rear Admiral 

John H. Lee and the Marine units assembled as the 9th Marine 

Expeditionary Brigade (9th MEB) under the command of Brigadier 

General Raymond G. Davis. The Marine force consisted of a regi­

mental headquarters and three BLTs, including the SLF battalion 

(2/3) and its supporting squadron, HMM-364; approximately 

(9) Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Backgrdund Informa­

tion, p. 156. 
--...; 
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6,000 Marines in all. Significantly, the SLF was to remain_ 

under the 9th MEB/III MAF ae~is until June of the following 

year. 

During this per,iod, political unrest in Saigon itself 

generated Seventh Fleet response. The crisis, inspired by 

General Nguyen Khanh's new constitution (jf 16 August-,ea'used 

Admiral Thomas E. Moorer, Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet, 

to split his Seventh Fleet into two groupments. Stationed 

off Cape Varella, the Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), including 

the SlF, moved to a point near Cape St. Jacques approximately 

two hours away by helicopter from Saigon. The Amphibious 

Transport Group (ATG) with the RLT embarked established its 

position approximately ,four hours from Da Nang. Additionally, 

on 13 September, there was an attempted coup to depose General 

Khanh. During this particular crisis, the Marines continued 

their vigil off Cape St. Jacques. 

Several days later (18-19 September), further attacks by 

North Vietnamese torpedo boats on the USSMdtton (00-948) and 

the USS Edwards (00-950) also contributed to the already crit-

ical state of tension. By the end of September, however, the 

situation calmed and most of the Seventh Fleet forces returned 

to normal operations. At this juncture, the Marines main­

tained two battalions afloat as compared to the one extant 

before August. Shortly thereafter, the 9th MEB changed hands 

as Brigadier General John P. Coursey assumed command on 16 

October. 
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With the exception of two more "dry-run" alerts and 

flood relief activity, there was no more significant activity 

for the SLF in 1964. ,The first alert 'in early November was 

associated with the Viet Cong attack on the Bien Hoa/;rbase Ie. 
and involved the'SLF and therea~ying of two battalions of the 

9th Marine Expeditionary·8rig~de.BY 5 November, a stand-down 

was in effect. Soon thereafter, ~phoons Iris and Joan hit 
;::;;.. 

Da Nang and Quang Ngai. The SLF helicopter squadron, HMM-162 

(Lieutenant Colonel Oliver M. Curtis) embarked on the USS 

Princeton, flew over 1,000 sorties to land some 2,000,000 

pounds of food and clothing for the victims in the Quang Ngai 

area, often amidst VC sniper fire. The final alert of the 

year in late December involved another quick deployment of ARG 

shipping, with the SLF embarked, to the Cape St. Jacques 

locale. Resurgent unrest caused by the provisional legisla­

ture and establishment of power within the South Vietnamese 

Government (GVN) by an Armed Forces Council, prompted this pre­

cautionary movement. This alert, like the previous ones, 

gradually wound down until normal operations were once again 

underway. 

'_:l'.'." , '-. 
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With the inherent training and maintenance difficulties 

associated with prolonged ship~oa~d deployment, the ~gade 
faced a continual problem. Lieutenant Gerieral Victor H. Krulak, 

Commanding General,t~ ~,Pacific, 
tha) lias a rule of thumb, tro'ops 

remarked to Admiral Moorer, 

should not remain embarked 

for a period exceeding one" ~orithwitho~tan opport~nity for" 

physical conditioning ashore or for field training."(lO) This 

guidance was reflected in rotation of the afloat SLF battalions 

of the MEB: 2/3 with 3/9; 2/3 with 3/3; followed by 3/9 with 

1/9 in February of 1965. As for the MEB headquarters itself, 

it maintained its command post at Subic Bay or at sea on 

board the USSMount McKinley (AGC) while one BLT or the other, jI/>')'''-' 

and at times both, would stand off the coast of Vietnam. The 

battalions were prepared to land at Da Nang or Saigon or both 

simultaneously. Brigadier General Frederick J. Karch, who 

assumed command of the 9th MEB on 22 January, stated: "When 

the temperature went up, we got closer. lI (ll) The MEB was 

merely playing a traditional Marine Corps role--being a force­

in-readiness. 

(10) CG FMFPac msg 1820202 Sep64 quoted in MCCC, Items of 

Significant Interest, dtd 10Sep64 ($). 

(11) Transcript of BGen Frederick J. Karch Presentation to 

the Command and Staff College, Quantico, Va., dtd 27May65 

(HistDiv, Oral Hist Collection) (S). 
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I the SLF prior to the Marin~~., ).a:t;ld~ng in force in South Vietnam 
I 

!~ " :~~,- _ .. ,-', ;~\~,r,:.;,:. '. \",:.i ,:,5, , .. ,.', ,; '_? I,:~' ~ .':'~' '.,'.~, ••• 

: ~n 1965. Seventh Fleet and ?pecl.al Land.rng \Force actl.Vl.t~es 

i con:tj,n),la),.l,y ,reyolye,d, around those nations most vulnerable to 
~ '. 1\ _ I ._. L _ . ~ I. ,< ;, ,_ 'J! ,L '. ., ,_ 

Cornmuh,i:stca-ggreEfsion in Southeast Asia--Laos, Thailand, and 

South;Vik~~arit ~,';A:~'the" terhpo\~f)CorilIm.lriis'tact:i \71 fy' in s~titIi : 

Vietnam increased, actual SLF commitment (as an element of 

the 9th MEB) was merely a matter of time. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE LANDINGS AT DA NANG AND QUI NHON(l) 

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is 

derived from: CinCPac Comd Hist. (Vol II), 1965, n.d. (TS), 

hereafter CinCPac 'Hist, 1965 (IS); Conr'1\iilphi!) ..... For,· U. S·. -- '-.-

Seventh Fleet, Hist of Amphib Ops in South Vietnam, Mar 65-

Dec66, n.d. (e); hereafter CAF Seventh Flt, HistofAniphib 

.Q.E..§.. (C); Cahi 11 and Shul imson. USMC Ops, Jan-Jun 65 (S); Hq, 

FMFPac, U. S. Marine Corps Forces in Vietnam, Mar 65-67, Hist 

Summary, n.d., v. 1 Nar (S) and v. 2 Stat (S), hereafter USMC 
.--...-- ~----

..'!..!!. RVN HistSUnilTiary (S); Hq, FMFPac, Ops of III MAF Vietnam, 

Mar-Sep 65, n.d. (S), hereafter III MAF Ops (S); FMFPac CamdC, 

1 Mar 65-31 Dec 65 (S), hereafter FMFPac ComdC (S); 9th MEB 

Reports, 1964-65 (S); 9th MEB ComdDs, Mar-Apr65 (S); 3d Marines 

ComdD, Apr 65 ($); 1/3 ComdD, Mar-Apr65 ($); 1/9 ComdD, 23 Dec 

64-7 Mar 65 (S); 2/9 CorndD, 28 Jan-26 Apr 65 (S); 3/9 ComdDs. 

8 Jan-28 Feb, Mar, Mar-Apr, 11-30 Jun 65 (S); 9th MEB Arty Gru 

ComdDs, Mar-Apr65 (s); BLSG ComdDs, Mar-Apr65 (S); TG 79.5 

(SlF) Jun-Dec 65 (S); 3/7 ComdD, Jun-Jul (S); MCCC Items of 

Significant Interest, Mar-Jul 65 (TS); Col Edwin H. Simmons~ 

USMC, "The Marines Response to Vietnam and Santo Domingo,1I 

M$ Individual Research Paper, dtd 15 May 67, NWC, Washington, 

D. C. (U), hereafter Simmons, Mal"ine ·CorpsRes·ponse (U); Taped 

Interview with Capt David Whittingham, CO, Det 1st For Recon 

Co, FMFPac, Hist Br Tape No. 81, dtd 15 Feb 66 (U); Taped 
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Comments of Co1Q.R-e.."J- Norman G. Ewers on draft monograph,. IIU. S. 

Marine Corps Operations in the R.epublic of Vietnam, January­

June 1965" (5), hereafter Ewers Comments. 
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Shortly after General Karch's assumption of command, planning 

activities for landing in South Vietnam increased in tempo. 

The brigade commander and members of his staff conferred with 

General William C. Westmoreland, Commander, U.S. Military 

Assistance Command, Vietnam in ,Saigon on 25 February about 

plans for commitment at Da Nang. Concurrently, a detachment 

of the 1st Force Reconnaissance Company (Captain David S. / 

Whittingham) conducted a survey of the landing beaches in the 

amphibious objective area (AOA). After several other confer-

ences and a command post exercise, General Karch joined Rear 

Admiral Donald W. Wulzen on 6 March on board the USS Mount 

McKinley, 10 miles off the coast of Vietnam. By the end of 

the month, the final revision of the 9th MEB Operational Plan 

(37D) was completed. Basically, it provided for the amphibious 

landing of one of the SLF BLTs, 3/9 (Lieutenant Colonel Charles 

E.McPartlin),(*) and the airlift of 1/3 (lieutenant Colonel 

Herbert J. Bain) from Okinawa to protect the Da Nang Air Base. 

Finally, on 7 March, the long anticipated order from the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) in Washington was received by 

Admiral U. S. Grant Sharp, Commander in Chief, Pacific (CinCPac). 

J&ei\litl~ The directive had the belying title "Improved Security Measures ..,.. 

in the Republic of Vietnam." Because of the lack of last 

minute approval by the South Vietnamese government and poor 

(*) The second SLF BLT in existence at this time, 1/9, was 

given a 96-hour standdown for relief by 2/9 at Subtc B(lY. 
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weather conditions, the landing was delayed by Admiral Sharp. 

The next morning, after concurrence arrived from the South 

Vietnamese, the Admiral issued orders to execute the landing. 

At 0545 on 8 March 1965, the amphibious elements of Task 

Force 76 prepared to launch after closing to within 4,000 

yards of the shoreline in'Da N~ng Harbor~ The order to land 

followed at 0600 but the heavy swells within the harbor pre­

vented loading of the landing craft. 

After postponement of H-Hour until 0900, 3/9's first wave 

of LVTs landed ~t RED BEACH 2. some seven kilometers north of 

the Da Nang Air Base. The lead elements arrived only three 

minutes late. Company I landed over the northwest sector of 

the beach; Company K disembarked to secure the southwest 

sector. Company L followed, acting as advance guard for the 

approach to the Da Nang airfield; Company M was reserve for 

the landing force and provided protection for the support 

elements on the beach. 

At 0918 all scheduled waves were ashore and general un­

loading started. With the previous sweep of the area by two 

ARVN battalions and friendly air cover overhead, there were 

no immediate tactical problems for the Marines. Generally 

speaking only diffi.culties of an administrative nature were 

encountered. 

Unlike most beaches assaulted by Leathernecks over the 

years, RED BEACH 2 was complemented with lovely giggling girls. 

in uao dai," the dainty pants-suit worn throughout Vietnam. 
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These girls were garlanded in lei reflecting the national 

colors, red and yellow. Of less interest to the young Marines 

swarming ashore was Mayor Nguyen'Van Thien of Da Nang, the I 

Corps commander, Brigadier General Nguyen Chanh Thi, and a 

group of university students •. The charming young ladies cere­

moniously decorated the leadi~g elements of the landing forC~ 

including General Karch, who posed with them for photographs. 

Travelling over a new road built by RVN engineers to 

Highway 1 and the airfield, Company L moved out from the 

beachhead followed by Company I, the artillery, and Company K. 

Company M remained on the beach as security for the unloa~ing 

details throughout the night. By 1300, Admiral Wulzen passed 

operational control to General Karch. 

A few minutes later, the second BLT of the 9th MEB, 1/3 

arrived at the Da Nang airfield from Okinawa in KC-130s of the 

315th Air Division, USAF. This airlift, temporarily delayed by 

by overcrowding of the limited airfield fac11ities, was com­

pleted by 1800 on 12 March with only occasional harassment by 

Viet Cong snipers in the aircraft approach-areas. 

The 9th MEB was .given specific instructions that the over­

all defense responsibility of the Oa Nang area remain with the 

South Vietnamese forces. The assigned mission was initially 

only to reinforce existing forces at the Oa Nang Air Base and 

whatever installations agreed upon with General Thi. 

- " 
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3/9 landing at RED BEACH, 8 March 1965, DOD Photo (USMC 
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Specifically, the/Brigade shared responsibility for close- /::" 

in defense of the airfield. An eight-mile tactical area of 

responsibility (TAOR) was established. BLT 1/3 was assigned 

the task of defending the airfield proper and 3/9 the mission 

of defending the dominating terrain immediately to the west of 

the airfield (Hills 327 and 2681. "BLT 3/9 had the additional 

concern of providing security for the Engineer Group deployed 

in their assigned area and the Light Antiaircraft Missile (LAAM) 

Battery established on Hills 327 and 268. 

Once in position, 3/9 commenced perimeter patrolling on ____ 

a regular basis. There were several incidents of unidentified 

movement resulting in friendly small arms fire. The first 

casualties, as fate would have it, were Marines killed by their 

own fire. During the night of 14-15 March, one member of a 

four-man fire team located on Hill 271 accidentally fired upon 

three other members who were returning from investigating a 

noise. Two received fatal wounds while the third was slightly 

wounded. 

Other incidental concerns included periodiC small arms 

fire ricochetting from a nearby ARVN training camp into the 

3/9 area. Reporting the situation to the ARVN commander seemed 

to have little effect. Another incident that rankled the BLT 

officers took place at what was supposed to be a joint check 

point with members of the Popular Forces (PF). The PF arrived 

at the prescribed check point but then casually retired to a 

nearby village for more interesting pursuits. 
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On the 8th of April, 3/9 and 1/3 exchanged positions. 

Protecting the airfield proper provided somewhat different 

problems. Located in key areas 6f approach to the airfield 

were numerous minefields. Dogs repeatedly crossed these 

fields and detonated the mines, tn one case slightly wounding 

a Marine with shrapn.el. 
~~----.-

There were also ac~idental weapons 

discharges by the PFs in the area. BLT 3/9 had one of their 

own as well with the accidental discharge of a .45 caliber 

pistol in the Company K area, seriously wounding one Marine. 

As April wore on,. there were various items of note in­

cluding an accidental explosion at the Air Force ammunition 

dump; a visit by Senator Thomas J. Dodd of Connecticut; a 

visit by the Commandant of the Marine Corps, General Wallace M. 

Greene; and an inspection by General Karch. For the most part, 
1\ 

activity was pretty routine. As could be expected with no 

real combat concerns, training and quick reaction exercises 

were stressed. At the end of the month an unconfirmed report 

indicated that an enemy regiment was moving into Phu Lac near 

the Hai Van Pass in preparation for an attack on the air base. 

Tension of a sort developed but no attack materialized. The 

Marines carried on with their chore of tedious vigilance. 

Another significant development that occurred in April 

was President Johnson's decision to change the role of the 

Marines from static defense to counterinsurgency combat oper­

ations. Still, this change in modus operandi did not really 

affect 3/9's protecting the airfield proper. Its operations 
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mission remained a tactical form of guard duty~ 

On 3 May 1965, Major General William R. C01linss Command­

ing General of the 3d Marine Divisibn, arrived by air at Da 

Nang with a small advance party. Within three days the 9th 

MEB was deact i va ted and the HI Mari ne Expedi ti onary Force 

(c8lJhged to III Marine Amphibious Force on 7 May) was in 

business as was the 3d Division (Forward) CPo 

There were adjustments in the status of the SLF as the 

buildup of Marine forces in RVN continued. The role of 3/9 

in its nonamphibious posture at Da Nang continued until its 

relief by 1/9 on 17 June at which time 3/9 returned to Okinawa 

o.St--a- tes. ri(*) for transplacement to the BLT 2/9~ the second 

SLF, had been returned to Okinawa earlier after its tour float­

ing off RVN. Consequently, the SlF was temporarily shelved. 

The need for maintaining an amphibious force afloat was 

continually apparent to the planners in their juggling of 

units to meet in-country requirements. Both Admiral Sharp and 

(*) Under the battalion transplacement system, a battalion 

from the 1st Marine Division in California relieved a battalion 

of the 3d Marine Division in the Western Pacific (WestPac), 

assuming its designation and mission. The 3d Division battal­

ion then joined the 1st Division at Camp Pendleton, where it 

assumed the designation of the battalion which relieved it in 

WestPac. The strength of the two divisions remained the same, 

only a change of personnel occurred. 
. r " 
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General Krulak urged reforming the SLF as sooh as possible, 

and in June 1965, BLT 3/7 (Lieutenant Colonel Charles H. Bodley) 

and HMM-163 (Lieutenant Colonel No~man G. Ewers) formed a new 

SLF on Okinawa. Ewers, the senior lieutenant colonel, was 

designated as SlF commander and his squadron staff doubled in 

brass as the SLF staff. The ~nly exception was the communica­

tions officer who was borrowed from the BLT staff.(*) 

The force embarked at White Beach. Okinawa, on board the 

USS IwoJima (lPH-2), USS Point Defiance (LSD-3l), and the USS 

Tallidega (APA-208) but not without difficulties. The compres-
r 

sed time frame for embarkation planning created loading prob­

lems. Mount-out blocks of spare parts and repair items to be 

shipped by follow-on shipping after the departure of the SLF. 

Also, the squadron had no time for carrier practice prior to 

flying aboard the LPH. The squadron1s last carrier operation 

had been conducted in September 1964 aboard the USSB~nnington 

(CVS-20). Rushed as the embarkation was, the force staged and 

loaded in the prescribed time and set sail on 26 June. 

Four days later (the battalion and squadron had just com­

pleted reworking and updating their basic landing plan) an 

order to land at Qui Nhon in II Corps arrived. The reason for 

committing the SLF at this location was General Westmoreland's 

(*) This "hip-pocket" arrangement ultimately proved inadequate 

and was later supplanted (October 1965) with an abbreviated 

regimental-type staff with a full colonel as SLF commander. 
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concern over the inadequate force level to cope with the 

Communist threat there. If the VC managed to control the 

Central Highlands, South Vietnam would be split in two. In 

mid-June General .Lewis W. Walt was asked to have two battal­

ions ready for deployment to the Pleiku-Kontum region, if re­

quired. The most immediate con'cern in this area, however,'was 

the lack of protection for the blossoming logistical installa­

tion at Qui Nhon, which was the key to supporting operations 

An Khe and Pleiku. Qui Nhon had to be protected until Army 

troops could arrive on the scene. 

On 1 July, BLT 3/7 was to land and establish a tactical 

area of responsibility ~ at Qui Nhon. The battalion plan -

called for the landing of two companies by helicopter at 1400. 

A third company was to land across Red Beach just north of 

the city of Qui Nhon the next morning. The fourth company was 

to remain on board the IwoJima as reserve. Artillery, tanks, 

and antitank weapons were to remain on board as well with the 

exception of the l07mm howtars, which were to accompany the 

two helilifted assault companies. 

Compan i es I and K and the ~owtar ia ttery came ash ore on 

schedule. Then it was decided to speed up the plan by un­

loading Company M that afternoon, too. All three companies 

established defensive positions on the high ground south of 

the city and started patrolling. 

The &LT's stay in Qui Nhon proved to be another dry stint 

of guard duty. To provide some variety, Lieutenant Colonel 
J , • 
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'Bodley·ordered-Company.L to·relieve Company I, which reembarke4 

on the Iwo Jima as the battalion"reserve. The 105mm howitzer 
___ I".J""'~· ",.' 
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,battery was brought ashore without its tubes to do its share 
'.. I-"t-~ L;. L)r ~~~t .; ~_I 

,of ip.~~nt,:r.:Y d,p.:t,y::in ."t:J::l~ .1.ines. 

Comritarid"[artd';~corit:ro:l' was accomplished by accommodation 

'rather tha~' by:~;;~' w~rl~def.{h~~(coilunand chain. Because' of Eh;e; 

idivision of responsibility for the defense of the area, the 

,command arrangement was rather nebulous. Part of the responsi­

:bility was vested in the senior U. S. Army advisor at Qui Nhon 

and part with the 22d ARVN Division. The BLT, however, hardly 

had any time to work out a viable arrangement before it was 

:relieved by BLT 2/7 (Lieutenant Colonel Leon N. Utter). (*) 

BLT 3/7 continued to remain in the area offshore for a period 

I 

of 13 days until HMM-16l arrived and relieved HMM-l63 which 

(had been supporting BLT 2/7. Finally on 20 July, the SLF was ' 

:released. Leaving Qui Nhon for Subic Bay, the BLT prepared for 

a training and upkeep period at the naval base there. 

'(*) BLT 2/7 remained at Qui Nhon until 7 November 1965. 

Initially under III MAP operational control, the battalion was: 

placed under operational control of the U. S. Army Task Force 

Alpha (Major Ge~eral Stanley R. Larsen, USA) on~, ,AU~~st0'965. 
~lt~ 
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,- .- While. -underway_, the ARG/SLF was diverted -for· an· unusual 
i 

, 

i undertaking--to assist the 'd~tr:~yer USS Frank Knox which had I 

! ,'1 ~ .J' ,,,,. I) ", C . ' ,"- ''- ,-,.. ~' , ) -, .' '" '-, "'. ~ 

: run agrouiid -on thePratas Reef, '105 miles 'east of Hong Kong. 
I ','- ," .3 :'e '. i ~ '. :-

'The reason _ for the c.<?!"IDitment of the ARG/SLF to this task ,was i J I " :,.~. I i.J ,' .... , '. ;:; I .", 11 . :_,_ ') 

: twofoid·:·: 1 the-SMarine:nel:iCopters were needed for transportation 

: Jima and the ",Pe±nt-E>efiance. While this provided flying 

: practice and training for the helicopter squadron, it did 

, 

I 

little for the BLT. The crowded conditions on board ship 

: afforded little opportunity to conduct training and upkeep of 

~equipment. Moreover, the already crowded deck space was needed 

: for salvage operations. In fact, the Point Defiance had to 

:return to Subic to unload some of the BLT equipment in order 

'to facilitate salvage operations. Naturally, the splitting 

:of the ARG seriously reduced the readiness for contingency 

,deployment. 

As July came to a close, the salvage chore required only 
i 
!the Point Defiance on station and the bulk of the ARG/SLF 

~headed for Hong Kong and a seven-day liberty call. After 
i 
;taking in all the wonders of the British Crown Colony, the 
i 

amphibious force headed to Subic for its delayed upkeep and 

tJ:-ainin\fJ~uring this period at SuMc, Navy and Marine staffs;-'~ 
\ J r-worked on plans for amphibious raids along the South Vietnamese ; 

Ij\ littoral under the code name "Dagger Thrust." f-
(" -'-..i~ 

, ~----- -
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- Upon, return .to Vietnamese-waters, ·there was to be anew 
i 

: phase in SLF activities. 'fh,~:~p~~,i,od of assignment to larger 

: duty W't.~ c?yef.. I', ,l-!! tll-:General Westmoreland I s new authority of 
i -

: 6 Augus,t',pelmlitting large11unit'offensive operations, combat 

•• 1", I ~: C , I' [, 
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CHAPTER III 

OPERATION STARLITE 

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is 

derived from: MACV Comd Hist (TS); CAF Seventh Flt, Histof 

Amphib ~ (C); USMC ~RVN,'Hist Summary (S); III MAF~, 

Mar-Dec65 (S); III MAF ComdCs, Aug-Dec65 (5); 3d MarDiv ComdC~, 

Aug-Dec65 (s); 1st MAW ComdC, Aug65 (S); MAG-16 ComdC, Aug65 

(S); MAG-ll ComdC, Aug65 (5); MAG-12 Comde, Aug65 (S); 7th Mar 

ComdCs, Aug-Sep65 (5); 2/4 ComdC, Aug65 (5); 3/3 ComdC, Aug65 

(S); TG 79.5 (5LF), Comde 19Jun-31Dec65 (5); 3/7 ComdCs, Jun-

5ep65 (5). HMM-163 Comd Ds and Cs, 16Sep62-31Dec67 (S); HQMC 

~ File (TS); fl![ Plot File (S); MCCe Items of Significant 

Interest, Aug65 (5); NMCC Op Summaries, Aug65 (S); Viet comment 

File (S); Taped Interview with Col Oscar F. Peatross, CO, 7th 

Mar Hist Br Tape No. 157 (U); BGen Oscar F. Peatross, IIApplica­

tion of Doctrine; Victory at Van Tuong Village,1I in USNI, 

- _.~NAVAL Review, 1967, pp. 2-13 (U), hereafter Peatross, Victory 

~ Van Tuong Village (U); Simmons, Marine Corps Response (U); 

HQMC, MCOAG, Marine Corps Study on SLF Opns, RVN, 30Mar70 (5), 

hereafter MCOAG Study (5); LtCol Ralph F. Moody, Maj Thomas E. 

Donnelly, Capt Moyers 5. Shore II, and Jack Shulimson, Q..~. 

Marines ~ Vietnam, MS (HistDiv, HQMC) (S), hereafter Moody 

et~.Mari nesi nVi et na m (S) ;V ie tn arnC ommen t F i 1 e • 

'~ . 
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By August 1965, the expansion of the Marine enclaves at 

Da Nang, Phu Bai, and Chu La; ,posed a serious threat to the Viet 

Cong's posttio~ in the coastal region~ of leTl. The Communists 

were losing control in locales that were previously their un­

contested:domain. Marine TAORs had grown from 8 square miles 

in March to over 600 miles in August--areas reflecti~g a 350,000 

population base. The Viet Cong needed the support of these 

populous areas for recruits, revenue, and basic logistical 

support. With the Marines gradually cutting inroads into the 

foundation of the' V. C.' guerrilla organization, retaliatory -'" 
( 
'--- -' 

action was inevitable. The VC soon initiated plans, one of 

which was to assault the newly established airbase at Chu Lai, 

57 miles south of Da Nang. 

Increasing numbers of unconfirmed reports of VC movements 

indicated that a buildup was underway south of Chu lai. The 

1 s t Y.f. Reg im e n twa s tho ugh t to be i nth e hill s we s t 0 f BaG i a , 

20 miles to the south. Actually ~n the 14th of August, the 

,enemy CP was in the village comple~ of Van Tuong, 12 miles south 

of the Marine base. This regiment. a veteran of earlier Com­

munist campaigns including setvice in the Viet Minh against the 

French., consisted of the '60th and 80th Battalions, elements of 

-a local force unit, the 52d Yf.Company, and a heavy weapons 

company of the 45th Weapons Battalion. The heavy-weapons company 

was equipped with 57(\ and 75mm recoilless rifles, 82mm mortars, /,,<101 

and antiaircraft machine guns. The enemy infantry battalions 

were armed with a variety of Chinese-made versions of U.S. 
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rifles, light machine guns, grenades, 60 and 8lmm mortars as 

well as some U.S. made weapons. 

On15 August, a defector from the 60thVC Battalion re­

vealed hts unit's plans to attack Chu Lai on 19 August and 

pinpointed his battalion's location in Van Tuong. General Thi 

immediately be~ame interested ~n t~is information and personally 

queried the prisoner. The general became convinced that the 

information was valid since it matched intelligence from another 

source. Wasting no time, he visited General Walt and passed 

on what he had 1earned from the defector. 

After conferring with Thi, the III MAF commander moved 

rapidly. He called together his senior commanders in the area 

including General Karch, Colonel James F. McClanahan (CO, 4th 

Marines, positioned at Chu Lai), and Colonel Oscar F. Peatross 

(CO, 7th Marines, freshly arrived from Okinawa). Aft~r weigh­

ing the alternatives of defending the Chu Lai base or striking 

out aggressively at the enemy in Van Tuong, General Walt chose 

the latter course. The 7th Marines was designated as the 

attacking force. 

Upon conclusion of the conference, Colonel Peatross decided 

on a combination heliborne and amphibious ,assault. Several con-

siderations predominated in his decision: there was the tactical 

advantage of surprise in employing a dual assault from both the 

air and sea; more significantly, there were not enough heli­

copters available to land his battalions simultaneously. Further­

more, amphibious shipping was required to land the heavy weapons, 
I ... 
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equ{pme~t. and supplies needed to support the operation in this 

(* ) 
relatively inaccessible objective area. The alternative 

concept of an overland assault presented a security problem 

along Highway 1, the main approach to' the AOA. Moreover, the 

Van Tuong complex· was some' 12 kilometers east of 'Highway 1 with 

only minor connecting roads and trails to handle the traffic 

of the amphibious force. Most important, an overland assault 

would ruin any possibility of surprise. 

The objective area was,typical.of:most coastal areas in 

southern lCTZ. The gently rolling terrain included sandy beaches 

extending inland as much as 200 meters from the water's edge 

and numerous villages and hamlets clustered along the shore and 

inland. There were cultivated,garden plots and compartmented 

rice paddies surrounded by' dikes and hedgerows (6 to 10 feet 

hi 9 b.) as well ass cat t ere d s c rub. grow t h. (3 to 6 fee t h i 9 h ) • A P -

proximately 75 percent of the operational area was under culti~ 

vation of one sort or another. The temperatures ran around 90-

95 degrees with the humidity hitting the 90 percent mark. 

Late, on 16 August,the assault units, BlTs 2/4, 3/3, the 

RlT 7 Headquarters, andrelnforcing support units were alerted 

for the impending operation. The Seventh Fleet Special Landing 

Force, stU1 BLT 3/7 and HMM-161, was also alerted and requested -

to rendezvous in the AOA to act as the RLT reserve. The Iwo Jima, 

(*) SLlsl/7 and 3/9 had just landed at Da Nang and Chu La; 

and the ships w.ere still in port. 
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carrying the BlT headquarters and Companies I and l, quickly 

departed Subic Bay. The Tallad~ga, carrying Companies K and M, 

___ 'set sail from a point near Subic. The Point Defiance, still 

engaged in the salvage of t'he Knox with the remainder of the 

BlT on board, left from the Pratas Reef. All these ships were 

to rendezvous off Van Tuong on the 18th, the day selected as 

D-Day. 

As it turned out, all the key command elements had worked 

together just a few months earlier at Camp Pendleton, California 

in Exercise SILVER LANCE. Amphibious Squadron Seven (PhibRon-

7) (Captain, William R. McKinney, USN) and RlT-7 already had a 

working relationship, established in the exercise and, of course, 

the trip from Okinawa to South Vietnam. EVen the SlF BLT was a 

participant as a helilift unit of the 7th Marines during SILVER 

LANCE.' This joint experience was to pay dividends in the course 

of the ensuing operation. 

The operation, administration, and embarkation orders were 

completed by the morning of the 17th. The concept of th~ oper­

'ation involved landing oneBll and the RlI Headquarters from the 

sea; the other BlI was to land by helicopter; the SLF BlI was 

to stand by for-employment wherever needed in the AOA. The 

tactical scheme behind the entire operation was to isolate the: 

battlefield and squeeze the VC between the Marines and the South 

China Sea. The final selection of the landing beach was made 

after evaluation of beacli surveys previously accomplished in 

the spring and aerial reconnaissance by Colonel Peatross prior 

l 
\ 
\-;;;;-, 
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to D-Day. 

The shorel ine adjacent to An Cuong CJ 1 was, chosen as the 

landing beach because of its favorable tide, surf, and gradient. 

This beach was also close enough to Chu Lai to permit estab­

lishment of blocking positions as required. Further inland, 

helicopter landing zones (LZs) were selected in open terrain to 

accommodate the helicopters. These LZs were at least 2,000 

meters apart to allow supporting arms coverage without inter­

ference when employing air strikes simultaneously with artillery 

or naval gunfire. 

The tactical scheme was simplB--isolation and then destruc­

tion of the enemy. All elements of the RLI were to land and 

link up by early afternoon on D~rray, leavtng only one escape 

route to the north which ran into a company-size blocking po­

sition. BLT 3/3 (Lieutenant Colonel Joseph E. Muir) was desig­

nated as the surface-landed BlT while BlI 2/4 (Lieutenant 

Colonel Joseph R. Fisher) was scheduled to be helilifted from 

Chu La; into the ADA. 

Established doctrine proved to be a significant factor in 

the planning. The old standby, "Doctrine for Amphibious Oper~ 

ations'~known to the Marines as LFM-Ol,the Navy as NWP 22(A}, ~ 
. t 

and the Army as FM 31-11, came into full play in the planning 

process. This much-thumbed directive was well worth all the 

years of effort i.nvolved i.n its writing.' Just as the Marine 

Corps Schools instructors at Quantico had traditionally preached, 

the principles and techniques of this "Btble~ saved precious. 
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time and greatly reduced the confusion that can be epidemic in 

managing the myriad details of an amphibious operation. Colonel 

Peatross later wrote~ "Plans were completed as quickly as they 

were because the forces involved were well trained in doctrine. 

Had there not been such a set of guidelines, or had the forces 

not been trained in them, the VC would have had time to strike 
. (2) 

at Chu Lai long before the Marines were ready to attack." 

The operation, code-named STARLITE, got underwdy quietly 
~/ 

on 17 August, D minus 1. Company M~313 departed from Chu Lai 

in LVTs for the northwestern coast of the Trung Phan Peninsula. 

Once ashore, the company proceeded on foot to a blocking posi­

tion in the northern sector of the AOA tSee Map, page 9). There 

were no serious difficulties in the course of its movement, only 

occasional sniper rounds and booby traps. Upon arrival at po­

sition, the company immediately dug in. 

D-Day, the 18th, started with pre-H-hour preparation of the 

LZs. The initial bombardment was provided by division artillery 

pOSitioned at Chu Lai and aircraft from MAG-ll and -12. The 

USS Galvaston (CLG-3) and the USSOrl~ck (00-886) steamed off­

shore to lend support as required. 

While the bombardment of tbB LZs was underway, BLT 3/3, 

Companies I and Kabreast, landed by LVT over GREEN BEACH. The 

beach was strafed, but there had been no bombardment because of 

the proximity of dwellings in An Cuong Ole Upon conclusion of 

(2} Peatross, Vi.ctory~VanTuongVillage, p. 7 tU). 
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the LZ bombardment, BLT 2/4 began to disembark from its heli­

copters: Company G in LZ RED at 0645; Company E at 0730 in LZ 

WHITE; and Company H, 15 minutes later in LZ BLUE. 

Initially, everyt~ing went pretty much according to plan. 

The companies of both battalions landed in good form and ex­

perienced little difficulty in controlling the maneuvering ele­

ments. Company H/2/4 encountered moderate resistance in LZ 

BLUE on the sout~ern flank, but this did not impede the unit's 

inaial movement. The landing in LZ RED was unopposed,- but 

ther~ was some sporadic fire in WHITE. Company H then moved 

out from LZ BLUE, but resistance stiffened and the Marines em­

ployed supporting arms to clear their path. Around 1000, 3/3 

began to receive heavy mortar and automatic weapons fire from 

An Cuong (2). This was just outside of 3/3 1 s zone of action. 

After requesting and receiving authority from RLT headquarters, 

3/3 secured the offending hamlet. By 1200, command was passed 

ashore from Commodore McKinney. 

Less than an hour later, activity developed adjacent to 

3/3~s rear CP near the beach. Two flame tanks and five supply­

laden LVTs werectt:'und~)tn~:-~long just 400 meters from the CP en 

route to Company 1/3/3. As the column approached a maze of 

hedgerows, enemy 3.5-inch rocket and 57mm recoilless rifle fire 

slammed'into the column in conjunction with raking automatic 

weapons fire. Unfortunately, the convoy was still some 200 

meter5 from t~e Company I positions. Colonel Peatross, sensing 

that the enemy was attempting to exploit the separation of his 
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At the same time the battalion reserve company, L/3/3, 

landed across GREEN BEACH and took fire on its right flank. 

The company then wheeled north parallel to the coastline, dis­

lodged their antagonists, and assumed Company 1/3/3 I s former 

position. The latter continued to press, albeit with little 

progress, toward the LVT column. This maneuvering allowed K/3/3 

and L/3/3 to advance abreast toward a dominating hi.llside some 

1,500 meters north/notheast of the RLT CPo In midafternoon, 

K/3/3 encountered heavy resistance. After calling in supporting 

arms, K and L Companies secured the hi.ll mass and established 

a perimeter. 

Since bOUl BLTs 'w.ere heavily engaged, Colonel Peatross re­

quested the landing of t~e SlF which had just arri.ved on the 

scene. The IwoJ;ma had arrived at 0930 that morning, the 

Talladega at 1400, and the P6int Deffance with its armor shortly 

after midnight. The first unit ashore was Company L/3/7 from 

the lwo Jima which landed at the regimental CP at 1543. This 

company, attached to 3/3, w.as gfven the mission ·of assisting 

1/3/3 with the support of two tanks. Arriving in the area just 

short of LZ BLUE at 1845, they were soon taken under fire by -----~. . -SECRET 
, " 

~-"'."''''''-'--''-- ---' 
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60mm mortars, automatic weapons, and small arms. In the fire --j 

fight that followed, L/3/7 lost 4(KiAi' and l4~~.~SA) With the 

onset of darkness, the estimate of' ... enemy killed was 15, but 
. , { 'lIf1\."~ 

there wer e onl y 5 bod ~,actua 11 y -1~-llg~ wi th in the company's 

perimeter. Company Ih3/3, on the other hand, suffered 14 KIA, 
-::r /. 

including its company commander, and 53 wounded. T-h-e4-r-tally 

of enemy dead was 125. 

In the course of the evening, Colonel Peatross called 

ashore two more companies of the SLF and adjusted the positions 

of his units. Company 1/3/7 and Lieutenant Colonel Bodley's 
1'" 

command group arrived around 1730; Company Mf3/7 landed by LCMs 

and LCVPs from the Talladega after midnight. Company 1/3/3 

and a platoon from H/2/4, which had seen hard fighting during 

the day, were pulled in to provide security for the regimental 

CP complex. The Marines in a~d around the ambushed LVT column 

continued to experience contact during this period. 

Once BLT 3/7 was ashore (less Company K which remained on 

board ship until 22 August and the artillery which did not dis­

embark at all), Colonel Peatross issued his instructions for 

continuing the tiperation. His plan was still basically the 

same; surround the VC and drive him into the sea. He modified 

the boundaries between the battalions which reduced the 3/3 

tactical area in the east. The next morning at 0730, Lieutenant 

Colonel Muir's battalion, L/3/3 on the right, K/3/3 on the left, 

and L/3/7 in the rear, was to attack to the ,northeast of their 

existing positions at Phase Line BANANA (See_~ap, page 12)._ 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SGRET 
BLTs 2/4 (Companies E and G) was to push eastward to the sea 

/. I/\f ,'" ,<" (? 

and link up wit~ 3/3. Companies 1/3/7 and M/3/7 were to head 

out from the regimental CP area and extract the LVT supply 

column and then proceed northwest to a blocking position. Com­

pany M/3/3 was still assigned its blocking position to the 

north. Wherever the VC emerged, he was to be buffeted towards 

the sea. 

The fighting on the 19th proved to be the finale of 

STARLITE as the Marines closed the trap on thelstVGRe:gime:nt. 

At 0700, €~th BLTs 2/4 and 3/3j3umped off and quickly e--x-p·e·r-ienced I . 
contac{with the enemy, varying from light to heavy resistance. 

Supporting arms and tanks were employed on several occasions. 

Company H/2/4 was still having firefights near LZ BLUE. By 

1030, K/3/3 and E/2/4 met sporadic resistance but was able to 

push ahead to the east. Companies E/2/4 and F/2/4 had already 

bulled their way throug~ scattered VC opposition for 2,000 and 

2,500 meters respectively. They had to go as much again before 

reaching the sea. An enemy Cp, possibly the 1st ·~Regime:nt 

Headquart~rs, was found in Van Tuong (l} along with a PRC-10 

radio and a couple of lengthy telephone lines. BLT 3/3 advanced 

from its hilltop perimeter to Phouc Thuan t3) on the Vung Nho 

Na Bay. It was in tbis locale that the last heavy fighting of 

STARLITE took place. Supporting arms came into heavy play. 

The wall of naval gunfire between the lstVCRe:giment and the 

sea was especially effective. A force of approximately 100 VC 

were sighted on the beach trying to escape. TheOrleck· turned 

DECLASSIFIED 

li 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

her 5-inch guns on the bewildered remnants and destroyed them. 

Nearby, just the day before, Company E/2/4 had caught a similar­

size group in the bpen. Calling in a fire mission to the l07mm 

~h:,o w tar _b, a t t e r yin po sit ion wit h M / 3/ 3, the Mar i n e ski 1 1 e d gO 
~, 6:· 

VC with 20 well placed rounds. 

Meanwhile, BlT 3/7, with Co~panies I and M, set out at 

0900 in the wake of preparatory fires to secure the area sur­

rounding the ambushed LVT/flame tank column. Even though the 

column had had steady contact during the night, 3/7 met little 

resistance. All personnel were brought out and arrangements 

to extract the disabled LVTs and tanks got underway. The two 

companies of 3/7 also searched out two villages and found 13 

VC field packs and several documents of a military nature .. 

Company I uncovered extensive trenchworks with X-frame bamboo 

.barriers, antihelicopter stakes, small punji stakes, and several 

long stretches of communication wire running from the flank of 

Nam Yen (4) village to a common location which was some form 

of a command post. There were no casualties as a result of 

enemy action for either company of the SLF. 

Slowly but surely, the enemy resistance began to wither 

in the AOA. As BLT 2/4 worked down the Phouc Tuan Peninsula, 

General Walt radioed ComUSMACV that "His [the VC] back is to 

the sea and he has no place to go." By nightfall the lst~ 

Regiment offered no further organized resistance and the Marines 

turned to mopping up the battlefield, a task that was to last 

until the 24th of August. 
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This final phase of STARLITE was to be conducted by 1/7 

and 3/7 for the purposes of confirming VC body count, securing 

enemy material, locating documents of intelligence value, and, 

of course, uncovering and eliminating any VC that might remain 

in the area. At this point, BLT 1/7 relieved 3/3 and then both 
(3) 

2/4 and 3/3 returned to the Chu Lai perimeter. 

The intensity of the remainder of the operation varied. 

The 3/7 after action report indicated that there were no enemy 

confirmed KIA on the 20th, 31 on the 21st, 14 on the 22d, and 

3 and 2 respectively on the last two days of the operation. 

There were 16 POWs captured and 67 VC suspects apprehended as 

well. The background of the capture of one of these POWs was 

quite unique. Sergeant ---- Torres of HMM-163. a crew chief 

on a reconnaissance chopper, eyed a VC trying to escape from 

sweeping forces on the ground. The pilot landed the helicopter 

and Torres jumped out to pursue the bewildered VC. In short 

order, Torres made a flying tackle and took him prisoner. 

Materiel captured by the SLF was not particularly spectacu­

lar. It included 21 weapons, 24 grenades, an 8lmm mortar round, 

20 pounds of C-4 explosive, 4 pounds of TNT, 22 field packs, a 

box of medicine, and 1,200 pounds of rice and corn. In Nam 

Yen (3), several thousand punji stakes were found in a school 

yard where child~en had been making them during class breaks. 

An old villager voluntarily helped destroy the stakes. In 

(3) CG III MAF msg 0942Z 19Aug65 (HQI~C ~ File) (S). 
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the course of searching out An Phouc (2), a VC indoctrination 

center and headquarters building were found and destroyed. 

On the 23d of August, the mop-up operation began to wind 

down. BLT 3/7 was given the mission of covering the withdrawal 

of the 7th Marines CPo Meanwhile, BLT 1/7 marched to a LVT 

pick-up point near the mouth of the Song Tra Bon for further' 

transport to Chu Lai. Finally, at 1940 on the 24th, 3/7 re-

turned to its shipping under the cover of darkness and resumed 

its role as the SLF BLT. 

Operation STARLITE officially terminated with RLT-7 suf­

fering 45 KIA, 6 DOW, and another 203 wounded. The VC lost 645 

killed, though subsequent information taken from POWs, captured 

documents~ and other sources suggested a toll of over 1,000 

enemy dead, not including the wounded--half of the VC force in 

the area. Of these totals, the SLF suffered four killed (all 

from Company L on the first day of action) and nine wounded 

(six evacuated); the BLT killed 60 of the enemy. 

Assessment of SLF ·participation in STARLITE reveal several 

problems that emerged in the areas of command relationships, 

fire support coordination, logistics, and communications. The 

command relationship ashore proved to be vague in the eyes of 

the SLF commander. Considering that this was the first combat 

employment of the SLF under operational control of an in­

country command, problems and adjustments were to be expected. 

Although it was clear that III MAF had the authority to commit 

the SLF J the SLF jommander fai 1 ed to recei ve not; fi cat; on of 
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its commitment. Once the SLF was engaged, there was some fur­

ther confusion regarding the operational control of HMM-163. 

More significantly, there were difficulties in fire support 

coordination with the RLT FSCC ashore and the Navy. Close c~­

ordination·with the helicopter direction center on board ship 

and with the aviation elements ashore was mandatory in order 

not to mask artillery and naval gunfire and, of course, to 

avoid hitting friendly aircraft in the ADA. During STARLITE, 

there were several incompletely controlled firing situations 

that plagued the helicopters ferrying troops, supplies, and 

medevacs. 

There were other command problems that emerged with the 

Navy and within the SLF itself. First of all, the SLF com-

mander, as a lieutenant colonel, was not of equal rank with 

his naval counterpart, a captain and commodore of the Amphibi­

ous Ready Group. Within the SLF, the senior officer of its 

two basic units, the BlT and the helicopter squadron, was de­

signated the SLF commander .. This situation did not sit well 

with those who supported the contention that a ground commander 

was a better choice for commanding an amphibious operation be­

cause of training and tactical experience. 

Moreover, the SLF staff, actually a catch-as-catch-can meld 

of the HMM staff and the BlT staff} was neither high-powered 

nor flexible enough to handle properly the planning and coordi­

nation with the Navy and the higher headquarters ashore which 

included III MAF, its subordinate commands, and subsequent1y 
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A R V N he a d qua r t e r s • S tm ply s tat edt. the p 1 ann i n 9 and coo r din a t1 0 n 

requirements overtaxed the SlF capabilities as organized. 

STARLITE precipitated the necessary changes and adjustments 

to the command and staff structure of the SLF. On 10 September 

1965, CG FMFPac started the ball rolling and ordered establish­

ment of an abbreviated regimental-type staff with a full colonel 

as commander. This organization included an S-type staff, a 

fire sUPP9rt ~coordinator, and a communications section, totalling 

6 officers and 12 men. 

There were other minor improvements and modifications to 

the SLF throughout its partittpation in the Vietnamese conflict. 

This change, however, relieved the BlT and squadron commanders 

of burdens that were not properly in their domain. The com­

manders could turn to the immediate tasks of combat and combat 

support with a minimum of interference and disruption from 

higher and other service commands. In retrospect, this develop­

ment was one of the morestgntficant outgrowths of STARLITE for 

the SLF. 

From the III MAf level, STARLITE was a complete success. 

The enemy had been dealt a telling blow with a minimum loss to 

the Marines. According to sub~equent interrogation reports, 

the60thVCBa tta lton and the2d .Company, 45th Heavy Weapons 

Battali.on were destroyed while the80thVCBattalion was 

s eve r ely ma u 1 e d • The 7 t h Mar i. n e s s' inc 1 u din g the S L F, 0 pen 1 y 

met the foe in the first large-scale combat action in South 

Vi.etnam and trounced htm smartly. STARLlTE was to be one of 
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the sweeter victories in t~1s protracted and ugly war--in facts 

considering itsresults s it was a classic example of the appli­

cation of amphibious forcestn.acounterinsurgency situation. 
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Chapter IV 

OPERATIONS OUTSIDE OF ICTZ 

1965-67 

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is 

derived from: J~ACV"ComdHist; (TS); III f-l]AF Ops, Mar65-Mar67 

(S); CinCPac Comd Hist, 1965 (TS); CAFSeVenth Fleet, Hist £1 

Amphib ~ (e); USMC in RVN, Hist<Surnrnary (S); TG 79 .. 5 (SLF) 

Comdes, Jun65-Mar67 (S); BLT 2/1 CorodC, Sep-Dec65 (S); BLT 2/3 

Cornde, Jan-Mar66 (S}; BLT 1/5 CorndC, Mar-May66 (S); BLT 3/5 

Comde, Jun-Ju166 (S); BLT 1/26 CorndC, Aug-Sep66 (5); BLT 1/9 

Comde, Jan67 (S); HMM-163 CorndCs, Sep-Oct65 (S); HMM-261 CorndCs, 

Nov-Dec65 (S}; HMM-362 ComdCs, Jan-May66, Jan67 (S); HMM-363 

Corndes, Jul-Aug66 (S}; HMM-364 CorndC, Jun66 (S); NHD Riverine 

Warfare: The .\L.~.Navyl~Operations on Inland Waters (Wash, 

1 9 6 9, GPO) (U); r~ C 0 A G Stu dy (s). 

SEe ET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

1965 

~
;'--+<J.:L.-..fr"'"'- ~ r. c..., Z. lfJ~J'1 CdJ/<,/J 

t-ov-~-d,y 

As summer slipped into fall, the .p-~f-large-scale 

Marine operations ... ..;fI 161=Z was SPOI adic alf't1"the demand for ARG/ 
~\\..J-~ a... 

SLF employment~was atAlow ebb~ Productive utilization of this 
~~ 

amphibious force had been a~concern in command circles ~ 

~ome tinre and a concept for its employment outside of ICTZ had, 

in fact, been drawn up back in r~ay 1965. At that point ~ 

.~-Ge~i=~=b.&;&w-e'e'~ComUSMACV ~, Ci'nCPacFlt --
~~~~ 

wfiicn4"-e-3ul Led hi the idea of conducting several quick-hi tting 

amphibious raids in a short time frame along the South Viet-

namese littoral. These raids were to be unilateral, combined, 

or joint operations in support of U. S. MARKET TIME efforts to 

prevent infiltration from the sea. 

Subsequently, after the evaluation of available intelli-

9 e nee, s eve r a 1 tar get are a s we r e c e ft 946 e r'e:d=a-n-d s e 1 e c ted and 

outline plans of the proposed operations were forwarded to 

CinCPac for approval. The objective areas were located in 11-

and IIIfTZ in order to support the all too thin ComUSMACV com­

mitment there at the time. The raid sites included the Vung 

Mu Peninsula, 12 miles south of Qui Nhon; Ben Goi Bay, 27 miles 

north of Nha Trang; Tam Quan, 31 miles south of Quang Ngai 

City; Lang Ke Ga, 20 miles south of Phan Thiet; and Phu Thu, 
~ 

": ' f 43 mile s sou tho f Qua n 9 N 9 a i City. 

~V -I:I4-t-i-flta"'l:.e.."'y", ean 22 September 1965 .a-~ the objectives and 

pre 1 i min a r y p 1 an s we rea p pro,! e d ~~.e~~a-t-i-e'l'I-&Y"de'r-b~'e-a.me­
-e_f.f.e.c.t-i-v..e~ l,he code name <f.ot:-t~ DAGGER THRUST "ii:.. 
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On 23 September, a rehearsal within the Chu Lai enclave was 

held for the SLF with the newly assigned BLT, 2/1 (Lieutenant 

Colonel Robert T. Hannifin, Jr.) and HMM-163 (still under com­

mand of Lieutenant Colonel Ewers). Included in the rehearsal 

were a clandestine underwater demolition team survey and an 

insertion of reconnaissance teams. Aside from irritating diffi­

culties (a tank became submerged in shallow water during back­

loading), the rehearsal was considered satisfactory. The 

preparations accomplished, the ARG/SLF set sail for the first 

target area, the Vung Mu Peninsula. 

DAGGER THRUST: THE VUNG MU PENINSULA 

This peninsula, just south of therB~ U.S. Army logis­

tic base at Qui Nhon, reportedly harbored a VC main force bat­

talion. Army intelligence further indicated that the adjacent 

interior hilly region was under VC control and that a POW com­

pound was located only a short distance away from the proposed 

objective area. The terrain of the peninsula resembled that of 

the Phuoc Thuan Peninsula encountered in STARLITE. The area 

was typical flat coastal plain with numerous villages scattered 

throughout. The inhabitants relied upon fishing and agriculture 

for their livelihood. To the VC, the peninsula provided logis­

tical support and recruits to fill its ranks, and conceivably 

a convenient staging area for an attack on Qui Nhon. In retro­

spect, the available intelligence was for the most part scanty 

and dated and not on a par with that provided for STARLITE. 
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There was, however,.a helicopter overflight to supplement the 

i ntell i gence garnered from local sources. The task force was, 

under the command of Rea'rAdmi'tal Donald W. Wulzen, who carried 

the designation of Commander Amphibious Task Force 76 (CATF 76). 
", '".' q e.. 

His ships include'dl the Iwo,J·i:ma '(lPG-2), theTall~d,aga (APA-
--- PJ 

208), the'Point Defiance (LSD~3'1') ,theDfachenko{APO-123),' his 

flagship, Estes (AGC-12), and the destroyers Mason (00-852), 

and Small (DDR-838). His Marine counterpart, the Commander-t.-­

landing Force 78 (ClF 78) was Colonel Edwin G. Winstead, who 

was the overall commander of the Marine elements of the task 
(*) 

force. 

Arriving in the objective area early on the morning of 26 

September under darkened ship conditions, the CATF issued orders 

to land the landing force with H/L hour set for 0700. The UDT 

elements reported the presence of numerous fishing boats heading 

to sea, but these were forced to return under guard to the beach 

as the boat and helicopter waves landed. Leaflets were dropped 

(*) The CATF)~s~he naval officer designated in the initiating 

directive as commander amphibious task force; ~ormally~ has 
~} 

operational control of the assigned Marine landing forceAuntil 

the amphibious phase of the operation is completed -a'od tl!en.~ 
operational control is passed ashore to the ClF. In South Viet­

nam, however, there were a number of SLF operatiOn)~Where ~~) 
operationa~_ cont!:.ol, re~a<;ned w;t~. __ ~~.~_~A!~_f~.~.~e en~ire oper-

. ~ ~ 

ation. :~i~':D, .. th_~ ~~s~irt the DAG':.~~I~~~~"X~I~.d~/.:.", .. 
~--..~ '-~ ----., .. - - - ---

~:I': SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 
from aircraft over the inhabited areas during the initial phase 

of the landing. 

The BLT landed with Companies E and F in assault formation 
, ..... ~ 

averRED BEACH andALZ BUZZARD without opposition. 'At 0820, the 

BLT CP was established ashore. Shortly thereafter, Company E 

moved out,to the southern portion of the peninsula and estab­

lished a blocking position. Company H landed in trace of 

Company E and secured LZ VULTURE, followed by Company G in LZ 

CROW. The latter then proceeded down the peninsula. Company G 

'-'5=I:.f.b:s~u·e:rrt-l yen C 0 u n t ere d pun j i t rap san dis 0 1 ate d r i fl e fir e up a n 

entering Vinh Cuu Phui (2). 
~"'~~~ 

.J:\..s-t.R e -6-a-y W~ 0 n, b. itt 1 e oe-f-s+g-n4-F-i.--e-a.n c~ 0 c cur red as the 

companies swept their zones of action. Some of the villages 

were extensively tunneled and booby traps were found, but little 

else. Navy doctors and corpsmen dispensed medical aid in the 

villages as the units passed through. At 1700 the reserve 

landed as CP security and then the companies settled down for 

the night in defensive perimeters. The only activity during the 

hours of darkness was a bit of rock throwing and vocal harass­

ment in an apparent attempt to have Company E disclose its po­

sitions and the explosion of a solitary 60m'm mortar round in the 

H&S Company perimeter. Mason fired illumination missions f~r 

__ - the BLT A\.Lt_-M-ttle came OfUlis' effort. 

The next morning the withdrawal started at 0800 and was 

completed by 1400. The only difficulty)as in'the rehearsal at 

Chu Lai, was the submersion and SUbsequent salvage of a M48A3 
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!f'E ti ':;"~i:A ~'if'"' w··, .1 ~'" ·'t. 

ta~ ~~t of the operation at this point , .. dlea-teEi- .. 

~~uJ~s were not very-impressive. Out of 28 villagers 

apprehended, only one was considered a bona' fide VC. Six 
-/ 

r~ a r i n e s ?we.r e w 0 u n de d by pun j i s tic k s '. ~ h r e e 0 f who m we rem e d e - " 

vacs and three returned to duty. Eight Marines were heat 

casualties. There was only one enemy casualty. 

Intelligence obtained in the course of the operation in­

dicated tha,t there had been ~ a platoon-size force in the 

area in the 10 days prior to D-Day. All but a few of the local 

guer~illa force left for the mainland on 25 September. More-
~J t.L-C--!A 

o v e r , the r e w:e:r.:e. 1 0 0 k 0 u t sat T u y P h u 0 n g (l) tow a t c h for the 

approach of ships off the peninsula. In short, the operation 
~14.t'~~7J~~.) ~<-b--
~s~, a disturbing ~ that was to be experienced 

numerous times in the course of SLF operations. 

DAGGER THRUST II; BEN GOI 

The second of the DAGGER THRUST raids was to be different , 

in character than the effort at Vung Mu. This time there was 

to be a landing of reconnaissance teams at three sites in the 

Ben Goi Bay area to determine whether there was, in fact, any 

VC activity worthy of exploitation by the SLF. If a lucrative 

target developed, additional forces could be landed by heli­

copter or by surface means as required. In view of the limited 

intelligence available, and considering the results of DAGGER 

THRUST I, this approach seemed to be a better course of action. 

JA- ~"'O ~.a D ~ ~-f ~.~ "-'~1-jJ~7/ .. 1 ,,4.,::D£ f<i /} r p-v-et'''oJ ~ 
~~./,.e.(iYf ~~"'--. SEcRET 
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The reconnaissance teams"made up of members 

Force Reconnaissance Company and,South Vietnamese 

of,~ the 1 s t ;11&1. j 

§T P ers ann e 1 , {:1'.f._' 

were 1 arided 'in rubber boats' from' the Di achenko duri ng the 

evening of 21 $eptember~ The three teams consisted of four 
, _.' " .,.. . 

Marines and ,two South Vietnamese each. The first team (Team 

31) made a diVe'rsionary l"econna\ssa'nce6f several beaches prior 

to landing near the proposed objective beach. Here the group 

encountered dense jungle growth which severely hampered their 

movement and observation. There were communication difficulties 

as well, resulting in loss of radio contact with CATF on board 

the Estes throughout the night and early morning. A heli­

copter was dispatched to the vicinity where the team was oper-

ating to establish contact but to no avail. After an extensive 

v(SV~ search which brought the naval units close to the beach (thus 

ruining any possible element of surprise), the team was finally 

spotted and extracted. To further complicate matters, a UH-34 

developed.engine trouble in the course of the extraction and 

landed on a small island in the bay. Upon repair, it returned 

to the Iwo Jima. -- ---
The other two teams landed in their designated sites but 

likewise encountered dense vegetation and steep hill masses and 

were able to,reconnoiter only about 500 meters of terrain from 

time of insertion to extraction. Their observations included 

reports of motorized junk traffic and the sighting of a few men 

with weapons. There were no casualties. 

r J, ;' ! I' _ ~ ~ I r:,; ,. : I~.L( ;.'., ~ : 
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In view of the minimal information gained and the loss of 

the element of surprise~ CATF cancelled the operation and ".A ./"'" 

) .'< ~~="'~ ~".J~-{" 
ordered his ships to move out of the area. T~ net r~~~o~ 
L,.~e ~. ~(r'~~ ~t:~ ~~~Y-L~.f' ~ ~,) ~~,,-.s-H_ I 

th-i-s-~a-t+0'rr=C"aon=boe=t~'iS"e"'l~y~s'tI'mme'd~tI'p a<s=a~fr.tl"S~ea-l-i-1 Fg=~X:" 
~ c:.--.~ o..~-""~_' [' (' J<::"Cb>'." ~. , __ ~ L~ .:... _~ .• ~ .. cf/ ~ro-t. • ~- ,~~ 

~;p.e.r:j~a-W1IIIII'Q'1 ( 0 e-etl-r-r·e-rtee4n-1:h-i-s-e"'a·d-y~prra·s<e~0-f~M:j·e=w,a,-r""-~ 

.~~..;.~ f-.-~ n-.<>·_ -i:"t> .... '-.r--- ~B: ..... """ 01..e~-~~ ·"7IA.J>~~-
J n -v 1 e :&fl-a·m • " . 

~"'~'-~'"' 

'DAGGER THRUST III: TAM QUAN 
~~ 

Movi ng northward, the ARG/SLF prepared for another 'a-s-satift', 

this time at Tam Quan, 31 miles south of Quang Ngai City. The 

An Lao Valley west of Tam Quan was reputed to have been a Viet 

Cong stronghold since the days of the French in Indochina. 

Available intelligence indicated the possible presence of 

several VC battalions and, like Vung Mu, a POW camp. Tam Quan 

was considered to be a focal point for enemy logistical support 

in the valley, especially from the sea. Despite these conten­

tions, last minute reconnaissance photography revealed little 

in the way of VC activity. The terrain was typical coastal 

plain country, but much more suited for amphibious operations 

than the heavily forested and precipitous Ben Go; target. 

The conduct of this two-day operation was not a complex 

affair as amphibious landings go. Company E landed as the 

assault element on RED BEACH at 0640 on 1 October with all waves 

ashore by 0650. Leaflets explaining the intention and purpose 

of the landing were again dropped by aircraft over the inhab­

itated areas s~ortly before the troops landed. In crossing the 

~CRET 
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~~ 
be a c h, the Mar i n e s; r..~qj i n t 0 1\ sma 11 arm s fir e fro m the \'f' 1 eft f 1 an k, --

1'11---. 

barbed wire, punji stakes, and a number of trenches. The amphib-

ious tractors and tanks had difficulty traversing the sand dunes 

and the trenches. The company was forced to dismount from the 

LVTPs for their move inland. The tracked vehicles -f-i-n-a-l-l-Y-lfta'd-e 

-o.A- ex i ri t t ne ~"Q.l'-ttrel'Tl-e nd 0 f tn e be a eh • Me an w h 11 e • 

Company H landed to the sout~_of Company E on RED BEACH and 

proceeded to its initial objective with no difficulties. At 

1015, Company G landed in LZ DIANE and blocked the northern 

entrance to a railroad tunnel which contained some 75 civilians. 
" 

These civilians were turned over to ARVN interpreters for 

questioning and were subsequently released. By 1100 all of the 

initial objectives were reached. Resistance throughout the 

assigned company zones of action was limited to sporadic small 

arms and some automatic weapons fire. No main force or local 

force units were identified. 

During the late afternoon (1715 hours), Company F landed 

over GREEN BEACH (south of RED BEACH). This unit encountered /J 
~ f1....-., 7""-- ~~..f/ 

small arms fire from its right flank .. ~~ thesnipersl\. ..J 

H. J ~1if'vt1.~5 ~~ 
-e-v-e n wit h t b, e. e..m.p-l-o.y.me.ll..Lo.f_ c los e air sup p 0 r t, t-fre-M'aTTm:s=-

+£~ t~~tie,m. After this temporary diversion, the company 

moved north to RED BEACH to act as BLT reserve. 

The battalion spent a relatively uneventful night. The 

Marines conducted security patrols within the TAOR and executed 

harassing and interdiction fires at likely avenues of approach 

with naval gunfire, 81mm mortars, and 107mm howtars. 
6:-

The enemy 
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countered with ineffective small arms fire, punctuated occasion-

ally with 60mm mortar fire. There were no Marine casualties. 

After an abbreviated sweeping of Cui Loi village the next 

morning by Company F, the BLT backloaded aboard the ARG ship­

ping. The withdrawal was marked by intermittent small arms 

fire which forced down the tactical air observer in a UH-34. ~ 

The helicopter was quickly repaired and returned to the LPH 

with no casualties. Once again, there was a tank that floun­

dered in six feet of water ~o impede the withdrawal process. 

The results in this case were still marginal--only two VC 

kill ed. There was one Mari ne wou nded, by _~~Y'1Ym~an-ex-' 
~J2 ~~ c'T)"."", 

p..l 9 eI i fl 9 l"'6"ttrW-a:s-w·e·H~a,s 2 5 he at cas u a 1 tie s, ,a~~ to'r n=k'n'Efe=ll °ga_ 
~-~ ~ .......... ..:.-..., 
.me n tJ..9.'-?J:t,~a ~=a . .:4Rj"p'.i ned a n,k 1 e . -Lt.-c.a-r:I-b.e-s.a-l-d~t-A'a't· at· ,1 e as t 

~,J~ "-,. 

~e enemy~ma~e his presence known on this foray. Another as-

pect of the raid was that the villagers were generally reluc-
~t"~ ~~,~, 

. tant to give informatiqn, primariJY,becaus~ ofA.,VC, b'~G"::tl=i=t;Y'12 -:"'I LJ).J~.~_ 
~ ~ 1&--11{l-il VC'...j o-'d ~ r~'1A."J?~·-fr-t") '-" ~ t;;«A,o!'~4~ ~,." (r-~ IO-h-=> O::-:l ~"'L.:»"-n-'--~ '<r7 /l-.4r-~"~1 
~~q;IThe TAO spotted,"", as a G>ase ....... :i •. t:l.-p-o.i.I:lJ:., a number of VC crossing a 

stream in boats using women and children to shield themselves 

from the a1rcraft. When ashore, the VC shot their hostages 

and fled into the countryside. Generally speaking, this raid 

proved more fruitful than the previous two~~~~~ 
~{1~ --~ 
s.a~lW"·. ~~ 'r-~'-<:~"w '-( '(~ +r~ ... L.I ~ c- tyk {~ 
~I..-"":"-'. -~ ~:1. = ~_ ,Ja..r--=sft<F -. 

(2) CAF Seventh Flt, HistofAmphib ~,.p. 46 (C). 
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INDONESIAN INTERLUDE 

As has been indicated earlier in the text. the SLF had 

other commitinents:to support in 'its contingency plans. As O--,/J 
. ,~~~~..pPf>r-H.6r~ '(H~~1 ~~r-:::1':'h 

~ ex amp 1 e) was. t,A e res~ruV"i-chnt=by=-ttre=~1~~'A3- 8 e~~, 
, ~w.,.~~..,fo Th.a.$\~~~-J)_~_ _ _-------) '- r 

October 196 5l'cl:U;~l\the .. i 11- fa tedVCommun is t co u p~temp tJin 

_, I ndones i a, 'Ri:§J:Lt-3.J~-er=til'~~h=~~J;)A&G,&R~T=liR;IJS~T~r-a-i-d.,' th e -~~ f.t-~/tt..r 
~Iolo;,.~~"' 

_ sot sa-:i4 and was on hand to evacuate Ameri can noncombatants 

and other designated persons if required. After the situation 

calmed, the SLF returned to South Vietnamese waters. 

THE SECOND SERIES OF DAGGER 
'll-----

Almost a monthApassed before the 
~. .\ 

a~bi0.\:f=5~d. On 30 November, the 

THRUST RAIDS 
~~,~' 

SLF wasAto conduct another 

ARGjSLF undertook DAGGER 

THRUST IV whjch "/i-S- the first of a second series of raids. The 
) , 

landing was at Lang Ke Ga on the coast of IIDCTZ, southwest of 
'/'-"-~ ~~ I 

Phan Thiet andAlasted two days. As before~ the objective area 

was supposedly VC controlled and was a probable point of sea­

borne infiltration. The mission was simply tp- search~nd de-

stroy enemy personnel and installations. A~UDT detachment 

conducted a preliminary sweep and reported the surf conditions 

in th ei//~~;I I { h.';I!";' (.) b4J ut/';kf' 

I 
~4e-l-a.:Y-a-f. 2 4---1:l.Gu1~·s_du.e_tG_a.dv..e.~oe....w.Ba.t_h,e;r-, , the r aid 

1r,'#=-
gotS ~w.a..y- at 0630 o~ 30 November. Two reinforced rifle 

compani es of BLT 2/1./ E and H)l anded ~~L'"'VTs, LCVPs» LCMs, and 

LSUs while a third corppan'y",~, landed by helicopter two miles 
) ", ,I , ", {i , ,'.' - r f 

inland to P-~f-e-~I'ir'"""a-·bloc·k~ing(~role. Leaflets were used once 

SECRET 
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again. The III MAF Headquarters provided four UH1E armed heli­

copters for escort of the Hr~M-261 helicopters while -a-i-r~c-raft 
J. f '.$;) I ","",' I,' I " " 

fr-om-t-h-e-Kitty Haw~,/were on station for fixed-wing close air 

support. 

All troop 1 andings, both helo and waterborne, were unop- r.:=...: 

r 

.' 

posed and all objectives were secured in short order. Upon 

linkup, the three rifle companies swept the high ground to the 

north in the AOA. At 1045 there was contact by a patrol of 

Company E with four VC on a trail near the northern boundary of 

the objective area. The VC opened fire and the Marines im­

mediately replied, wounding one VC. The enemy patrol escaped, 

however, taking the wounded man with it. 
I 

The (~ari ne LVTs, tanks, and other heavy equipment ran into 

problems with mud flats caused by heavy rains and a high water 

table. A TD-24 bulldozer used in retraction of the vehicles 
,./

1 'I-!, '~f • 

bogged that it ultimately had destroyed became so down to be 

in place. 
i The enemy WaS hard to find. No local inhabitants were 

seen and there was no activity in the villages. Rice crops had 

not been worked and contact was almost nil. There were no 

'Marine casualties and only one probable VC WIA. ~et y~alt-­

a"A.@o~h-~r=-cl-r-y=Y'"\:I'A •• 

DAGGER THRUST V: PHU THU 

The final raid (5-6 December 19651 was the most productive 

of the two series. The landing was a tactical surprise, and 
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despite the fact that only a small number of uniformed troops 

were encountered, they were caught in the opent a rare occur-
. , 

renee in any ~peratfon against the VC. 

The 0 b j ec t i v~, was Ph u T h u, a co a s tal v i1 1 age s 0 m e 40 rn il e s 
• I ~. 

north of Qui ,Nhon in .. Bjnh .. D,inhP.-;ovince in rr}TZ. Like Tam 

Quan ~HRUSTIIl')12 mi-les fo the north, this was' another 

oft h e 1\ sea i~ n f i 1 t rat ion ~~ tot h e vi tal An Lao Vall ey. The 

terra~cal of the South Vietnamese seacoast where rice 

and fishing were the main staples of the economy. 

The assault on the 5th was conducted by two rifle compa­

----nies E and F~, in LVTs, LCVPs, LCMs, and LCUs. At the same 

time, a third company, G/2/l, set up blocking positions inland 

to thwart any enemy trying to flee the area. A fourth rifle 

company. H/2/l, was maintained in reserve until later in the 

morning at which time it was committed as a search and destroy 

maneuver element. By 0740 all initial objectives were seized 

with only moderate resistance. A number of well prepared 

trenches and defensive positions were uncovered and destroyed 

by the Marines. As the morning progressed, there were a number 

of fire fights involving approximately 50 ve. 
Supporting arms came into play during the course of the 

raid. Aircraft from the USS Bon Homme Richard and armed UH1Es 

flew close air support missions during the morning, and on one 

occasion, scored a direct napalm hit on a group of 10 VC. The ~ 
~ ~~..P~~~ I{)~) 
- V Th 5- inch guns of the USS Orl eck w-or*cd e.y.e.r-a.r:I~~sj.m..j] a r-s iz..e., 

-t~;opr~o"idd..tJ:.aJ~Q~i th ~veri fi ed . resul ts . 
. J":I 
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The villagers appeared more amicable than at Tam Quan-­

the leaflet drop technique again had been used. Operation 
(*) . 

HANDCLASP material was distributed-as well. Ne't'cl"theless, 

t"t he· pre"S'efl'€'e=o~f- Mum e r 0 u s V C b il 1 boa r d s was 0 b s e r v e din the 0 u t­

lying villages surrounding Phu Thu, and by the end of the day, 
W?ce--

..t-A-e-t"C ~~er-e38 VC suspectsl\rounded up, many of them of military 

age. A package of VC documents was uncovered in the course of 

the operation. . 'f ~~:-/..:rw/~ 
The Marines 'M4e~~h-t indefens i ve post ti ons ·tJIHlcl" 

~~~f tRe sta~dald harassing and interdiction fires pro­

vided by supporting arms. The next morning brought no signifi­

cant activity to change the pace of the operation. There was 

only nominal resistance with sporadic small arms fire, some of 

which was directed at the UH1Es. A Company E patrol ran into 

a VC ambush, but sust~ined no casualties. Also, there were 

two secondary explosions caused by close air strikes on Hill 

106. As the forces backloaded, a UH1E helicopter crashed (the 

crew was rescued) and a LVTC was lost in heavy swells. 

The results of the raid included 16 VC KIA, and a rice 

cache of 2,700 pounds. The Marines suffered 3 KIA and 10 WIA. 

r"~1 em e n t 0 f s.u-~p_ci-s..e_h.e..l-d-a.f.l.a-t-h-e--V·G-=¥'e·a·(yt e"d-Y"a-t-h.-e·r~p·o·o·rol-y·· 

121.. _.tIlJll r. _~ i.~JJ (;taJ:ds=cto==the~t~.a.~ -i-ne-cH~t-a·G-k,..;-

(*) Operation HANDCLASP material included clothing, utensils, 

tools, toys,. and sundry other items collected by U. S. Marine 

Reserve units and benevolent groups in the U. S. 
~---. 

J 
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~- Review of all o'r the DAGGER THRUST operations reveal s o,ne 

pre val en t c h a r a eZ i s tic : the con t ac t wit h the V C was a,l~ s 
ne91igib10e criticisms/~:r intelligence a~tracted// I 

PlanniywhiCh anowe~ t1h/VC foreknowledge were irhoroughly ( 

~ired. n command~irc/~ndelseWhe~e (ARVN resentatives 

lnv rlably partlcl~t'ed 1n the'Plal(~);;zng and were suspect, es- fO,. 

P cially in tWOJf the operations. As ime WOU}d pr,~,~~_ 

sec uri t y was a~l way sap rob 1 em t /:ra-t-h-a'a= ,o.-.b.e, ,1 i v'ed~~w<-j..t-h W b'e n 

worki ng ~he South Vi etnamese .";-1 it ary person~e1~h­
nique~~inimize the enemy reaction time had toAimproved. 

'-------- The after action rel?orts provide fusiderablcl commentary 
/;:I'f\.. o-?~~ ~~_~ 

@.s fQl the benefits @n] prob~ems generated by these~. Some 

of the ~e sal i ent ~~ that the operati ons pro-

vided naval forces with a measure of needed initative; that 

they helped show the local populace that the VC were not in 

complete control of a given area; that improved intelligence 

resulted from the operations; and that with a demonstration of 

restraint and compassion, Marines ashore could counter anti-US/ 

anti-GVN propaganda. 

Some of the adverse commentary hits upon \!!!1 sore spots 

~~i~the Navy-Marine Corps team. Intelligence, as has been 

indicated, was generally dated and characterized by incomplete- II 
ness and inaccuracy; liaison with intelligence agencies ashore 

(3) III MAF Ops, Nov65, p. 10 (5); HMM-163 ComdC, 220ct65, 

p. 10 (C). , 
"I ' .. ' .' I', (I G,; 
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was not what it should have beep; NIS beach surveys were in-
---J i/"j' tr t~.J. /.;.., ,,:;: ct.s;;. , > ~ 

camp 1 ete ;//a eri a 1 photo? r-.ea:cl:o*:Lt.s;-were i nac c u ra te.l.~ ~-p-l~a.r.lon-i.n.g-

w-a..s-Go'r.I.e~i.n~~:::~:"l~~;,~.e~~{n~te~lJ~t~ke_lJ.c~e·· "v'a.c~uJA=riiJ The nee d for f r e e r 

mission-type"ord~rs that did no{impose so many restrictions on 
.' ., -,'. .' 

the tactical commander,asho~,e";and ·his coordination of supporti'ng 

.. armsEasbanclie'd :abo'ut·'aswel.Dtl.Jo-~'!~~~~O~~ 
~ ~- Q~-- ,...A!1 " =::tea "-6 v~ ~ ~,,,,,", '. 

The FMFPac commentary recorded in the November 1965 sum-

mary provides a succinct evaluation of the DAGGER THRUST series: 

Despite the absence of measurable results, the raid 

concept is considered to be sound. Raids cause VC in an 

area to move; they exhibit U.S. presence to Vietnamese who 

would not otherwise be exposed to us; and they serve as 

excellent training for battalions soon to be committed as 

in-country forces. It is plain, however, that the full 

impact of these benefits has not been realized .•. a review 

of target intelligence and planning procedures would 
(4) 

appear prudent. 

1966-67 

By the end of 1965, large U.S. combat units had been oper­

ating in South Vietnam for approximately 10 months and they 

had achieved one primary goal--they had thwart~~}fant.A,~/.~~~diate 

Communist takeover. President Johnson's appeal/~to C_~~tl·~~~~~ 

conditional discussions based upon the 1954 and 1962 Geneva 

/ (4) Ibid. 
I I. Ie:. "' ,1., 
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Geneva Accords had been rejected, a-y-fto-eh";-M'inh. By February 

196.6, the HonoluJJ.I, .... C.oJ:\.f.e.r..e.nc,e ... established. full and prompt sup-
f ,." " '. • 

port to the gove~n~~h~ bt ~~uth Vietnam. Establishing security 

and spreadingGVNinfluence were emphasized in the strategy 
-, " .... ' '\ 1 __ 

discussi.ons'conducted a·t this·i.conference. 

The 'military rOle'in'sdPpo'rtin~GVN was 'esta'blishe,i by the 

time of the~onolulu Conference. 
~. ~ 

At this point certain trends Ii 
had devele'i3'€d aSl\ modus operandi for t~~on~months ~_nd years 

ahead. JhjJlarge unit operation had been established as a de­

finite and integral P?t of Marin!-.::~tra~e~~~~_,_IC~Z as was, of 

,co_~rseZ~:~v;c act;on~For the pur}-oses of this mono-

9ra¥ SLF part; c; /.t; on ; n an/earlY peri od/ 1 arge un yt oper-

I atln has a 1 read/been noted j n STARLITE"l1 STARL lTE was the' op­

tymum exampl~~ 1965-early '66 large U{it operations where the 

lLF was Cho,e.e_<L ashore to support I I I JAF. Other I I I MAF 1 arge 

'unit OperjeiOnS of comparable size and scope followed, including 

HARVEST MOON in Decemblr in Quang Ti'l Province "I'd DOUBLE EAGLE 

; n Quan{ Nga; / Qua ng I~ n P rov; nces"... I n both Of/h es e ope ra t ions. 

the 0 was Char,gel with areserJ~ force, ro 1/ and was comm;i tied 

as a'n amphibious ,force. HARVEST MOON gene~a ed 407 VC KIA t 

a l~SS of 47 Ma,r'ines. DOUBLEj{AGLE caused 437 enemy KIA with' 
/ /' / 

;7 Marines KIA and 252 WIA. /These III Mj operations with SLF 

tugmentationset the mold for many of t;,he large-scale oper­

'ations that followed up through the fall of 1969. 
/ 

.. ()w-=t.-.f.I,e=e,t'f.j'e-r- l'iaifd,~henex~r the ,In MAF tactical situation _ . + +a f-k'IN' :(J- -..:rj , 
in ICTZ was l"elative..1--y stable" t_~e ,SLF q)nqnlJQe~SUppo_rt~ 

J I ~":II-jr; .. -----~' --- .1~" "~l:' .':..0" : .. - : I" " 
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a t h. ere a r p s a'r e a s ~ 1-l-9.6-7,,:,-w,h,e;n;'-"'I¥I¥e:!-a·ema"rfa"-:f-e:r-~or~c~e:s.:=::.t:n--t-fl'e-~ 
Q9r,J,tLo,"b.e.c,a,me- G:f'i~i::~ 0 Operations Dutside of IeTl in 1966-67 

included DECKHOUSE I in lICTZ, DECKHOUSE III in IIICTZ, DECK­

HOUSE V in IVCTl, and Operation JACKSTAV in the Rung Sat 

Special Zone (RSSZ)~ 'AJ:l: ef~se operations had their place 
. ~~~ 

in the support of ComUSMACV stra~gy iHrt did not directly bear 
~~6 i~ I 

upon ~hel'\primary Ma~ine, concern in ~o:e~=t, JCTl) ~ 
~ ~--{l-c.=.~ "-'- '-["L-...::t- I'-~ ~~ ~I i~---'-~ 

_ =~::-~-~iou~7~u~;:-;o ~96~~ _A-r~~~ 
.".- , --

In the case of DECKHOUSE I, this was the first of a new 

series of amphibious attacks on th.e, littoral of South Vietnam. 

The landing took place in the vicinity of Song Cau in P~u Yen 

Province, south of the Vung Mu Peninsula. The SlF (BlT 3/51 

Lieutenant Colonel Edward J. Bronars! and HMM-364/tLieutenant 

Colonel David A. Somerville) encountered only moderate resis­

tance, killing 51 VC in a period of 9 days. The VC withdrew 

southward and ran into elements of the U.S. 1st Air Cavalry 

Division some seven miles below. There was heavy contact as 

the VC decided to fight it outpa-gilillst aggressive Al"fRy----a-t-t.a.G--k...s. 
~~/"'""-~~ 

... tfRie-fi developed ~ a nine-battalion operation, NATHAN HALE. 

The SLF was chopped to the 1st Air Cavalry Division on 27 June, 

but by that time the fight had simmered down. In 14 days ashore, 

the SLF had netted 65 VC KIA and 72 POWs. They captured 211 

tons of rice in the course of the two operations. Three Marines 

were killed and 21 wounded. ~. e..J2€ ~"'1-Z'~~" (', 1iL~4.,['·.'<,,· ~,~j? 
~, 

r-~-~ , 
i 
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DEC K H 0 USE II I U 6 - 2 9 Aug us t 1 9 6 6 f .... -=. - too k p 1 ace n ear V u n 9 Tau 

in Tin Phuc Tuy and Tin Sinh Tuy Provinces 60 miles southeast 

of Saigon in IIICTZ. There were three phases to this operation 

t~ .. e,q: conducted by the SLF (BlT 1/26 \lieutenant Colonel 

Anthony A. MontiJ)and HMM-163ttieutenant Colonel James D. 

McGough). Two of these were blocking for-ee-endeavors in con- ---
junction with the 4S.Army l s 173d Airborne Brigade and the First 

Australian Task Force. The third was a simple landing involving 
~,.",A.. ----R ~~ __ ~ 

a S&O mission. All produced negligible contact. Total losses 
.----'" 

were: 2 VC KIA; 4 USMC KIA and 25 WIA. 

In January 1967, the SLF sailed 400 miles south to IVCTZ 

and conducted DECKHOUSE V in Kien Hoa Province, 62 miles south 

of Saigon. This landing was made in concert with two battalions 
~ -=6 Vt.a.{.v,~ ~If'NMC.) 

of the ..south Vi~am.e-s-e Marine Corps. Units' involved were BlT ----------
1/9 (lieutenant Colonel James L. Day) and HMM-362 (lieutenant 

(?XJJt'(c 
Colonel Marshall B. Armstrong). The RJJ.M.G. __ pattalions, however, 

~, J 
operated indep,endently of the SLF. The operation ~ 10 

w/71~(c,.. ~ ..........,. ~~ -n..;t ok. 

days -a-fI-6' contact -w.a.s-.s.p.()ra-64~. The old sa~~ "tip-off" w-a-s-
~ ~,~~e.{' -- ---

~Re to~gu~~ef t~e~~tc~~ as only 21 VC were killed 

and 11 caPtured~o enemy small arms factories were destrOyed)~ 
42 tons of rice and 44 weapons were captured in the jungle and 

mud bog environment. The Marines lost 7 killed and suffered -----
35 wounded. 

( 

DECKHOUSE V (6-15 January 1967) had the distinction of 

being the last SlF operation undertaken outside of IeTZ and the 
~"'-~ 

only~us Marine operation in IVeTZ. Another unique facet of 

"" SECRET 
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this operation was that a ship to shore serial got out of phase 

and deposited a boatload of new,s media representatives on the 

beach ahead of the infantry. In this instance the Marines were 

not the first to lan~ contrary to the popular conception in­

spired by Tecruiting-posters over the years. 

OPERATION JACKSTAY 

Probably the most unique SLF operation outside of ICTZ was 

Ope'ration JACKSTAY (26 t~arch.-7 A,pril 1966), conducted in the 

Rung Sat Special Zone (RSSZ) in IIICTZ. The AOA in this instance 

was in' the l~ekong River )3{lta, just 25 miles north of Saigon. 

To the uninitiated, it seems natural for Marines with their 

am~hibious capability to be well suited for operations in a 
l ---.. 

----~-.--.....-- .-
riverine environment. ~As pra'cticai experience, was to prove, 

'the lanM ng cra ft ~'Sh ips deve1'oped during' ),d after Wo.rl d 

War yl for convrional amPh)!'{ouS operati")'i~ere ra~t i11-

s,ted for tl new rOle,/he tactics af technique,! of ri ver­

\ne combt:t alled for!:ange froin the/standard a/~hibiOlfS 
'~ariety. As it turned out, the Maryl.were notlultimflY 

chargey, wi th the mi SJ on of conduYi ng r~ veri nf warf'?" in 

South ,Vletnam, but ~he SLF did h~..ve one lnterestlng and chal-

1 egi n 9 experience;wi th ,1.t. 

Rung Sat (Forest of Assassins) is a densely covered man-

grove swamp area, roughly circular in shape and about 20 miles 

,across in diameter. The native population of some 15,000 in­

'habitants is concentrated in nine villages on the few dry islands 

----~l 

\ 

T 
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there. The only road is on the long Thanh Peninsula. Move­

ment is generally by water in ,streams that are shallow, narrow, 

and winding'in charadt'er. The"vegefat:ioh further restricts 
~ i , 

ace e s sin i n te rj q r. a r, e as, ~ n d the rei sex ten s i v e flood i n gat 

high tide. 

There1atfve1y few 'deep 'c~~nnels adj~cent to thi's delta 

formed the main shipping, route up river to Saigon and were 

subject to harassment and interdiction by the VC units in the 

zone. Generally speaking, the region was a sprawling logistics 

base for transient units up to company-size and included 

"cottage" variety ammunition and weapons factories, bunkered 

supply caches, and training facilities~ From this locale, it 

"', was apparent that the VC engineers lea''d forays against the v ,--

shipping in the narrow channels that ran to Saigon, especially 

during February and early March of 1966. 

The mission of the SLF, at this time BLT 1/5 (Lieutenant 

Colonel Harold L. COffman)and HMM-362 (Lieutenant Colonel James 

Aldworth), was " .•• to locate and destroy Viet Cong forces, and 

base areas to assist in establishing positive RVN control over 

the vital ship channels between the South China Sea and the 
(5) 

port of Saigon. 1I 

The concept e-f-o-p.e.r-a-t--i'o"n's' was basically rather simple: it 

was to be a unilateral, two-phase operation lasting about 10 

days. Phase I encompassed a helicopter and surface assault of 

(5) 
- - -- - - -

)). ;J~I't:. r.['~:~~~::,;: ; ' .. ), .!~ ",\' 
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the Long Thanh Peninsula to secure an area suitable for a base 

camp for further operations. Phase II was ·to be a search and 

destroy effort throughout the RSSZ. Th-e blt'li 1 atel"al na ture of --_."''''_. 
t h 1-5 GO nee 13 teA ~ed-;-hmveVEn'-, -tn~~f 0 r e~t'h'e=o·p'e·r·a·t~i~o·fI"'"cmmneitC'e-d-;-=­

As the p 1 ann i n 9 de vel 0 p ed, the R 9.p-lrb-l+C-o-f-V-i-e-t.n.a.m-Ma.d_n.e_C_Q t.p_s_-

:(,RVNMC:? expressed a des ire to parti ci pate wi th a force of two 
" ,,;::.:J. r-K ___ -- ~ 

battalions. ~ppropriate RVNMC staff officers and advisors were 

sent to the flagship .as a res'tltt to conduct planning and develop 

coordinating instructions. The 4th and 5th RVNMC Battalions 

w~areas of operation in the northwest sector of the 
~~ 

RSSZ",t-fl-a-t- were sep,arate and noninterfering with SlF operaj:,.ions'Il/ __ 
n ~..o--___ ""0 (1." rf:.RP. c,,!'-{'& -f~~~C'-.,f!....·.;;"",~ 067k- ~=·I""...-.1,~ r:1~.,.' 

--rtr~ ~4J<.~-o1;"'tJ 

but still mutually supportingA Mission-type orders were pro- . 

mulgated by the landing force and the RVN Marines came under 

the coordination and control of the landing force. The fact 

that the RVNMC participated under CATF/ClF control, altho~g~6->-C .~t'UV 
~ f\.-..::Ir" <l-<---cA c..:-'...".. .. "f ~J. ,-...,;:, ~ ""-.:::f "'-<M-,~ flJ!-f-'o~'.#<' ,0(,1(;." I 

loosely so, was uniqueA Thus the landing became a combined 

operation. 

D-Day proved to be difficult for the landing force, but 

not because of the enemy. There were bad weather conditions, 

mechanical failures, and shaky boatsmanship to be reckoned 
1;1{ 

with du ri n 9 the ~-mi1 e approa ch from the sh ips of the ARB. 

The Provisional Company of the BlT, including H&S Company per­

sonnel and those of the amtrac, tank, motor transport, shore 

party, and antitank detachments, landed over RED BEACH (actually 

600 meters east of the beach) in the vicinity of Dong Hoa. 

Company C landed in lZ SPARROW as the UH1Es completed dropping 

'S CRET 
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leaflets in the area. At 0820 naval gun preparatory fires hit 

LZ ROBIN followed by the landing of the remainder of the heli­

borne elements of the BLt: Company A secured LZ ROBIN at 0940 

and established defensive positions; Company D, upon landing 

at LZ ROBIN, moved west to link up with the Provisional Company; 

the BlT command group landed at LZ ROBIN at 1025 followed by 
. ~~l)~~~ 

Com p a ny Bat 11 00 ; and a-t-.t-!-re-e-rl'd=-oc~h'e=EJ.cf--y (1 700) the art il -

1 e r y 1 and e d 0 v e r ' RED BE A C H", l:m·de-r-ClYrrd·i-1;--i·{tn's~o·f-h+g'h~t·i~d'e-.-
.) . 

The landing was unopposed. The only V{C:~activity in the 

area was sporadic sniper during the search and 

destroy sweep by Company Dill whi ch -KiTTea oni-Ma.r.Iiie:>. Company 

B suffered six WIA when a mine exploded in the middle of an ad­

vancing column. Also of note was the presence of a dead Viet­

namese male who was later identified as a fisherman, a V.C. 

kidnap victim. By evening defensive positions were established· 

with UDT and SEAL outposts in place to check enemy movement out 

of the BLT zone of action. Artillery and naval gunfire execu­

ted H&I fires on suspect enemy positions thoroughout the nighti 

The enemy, as might be expected, wasted little time in 

probing Marine positions. Company C was hit shortly after 2000 

with small arms fire and hand grenades which mortally wounded 

one Marine. At 2100 Company A received sniper fire and grenades 

but suffered no casualties. A little after midnight, Company 

C was again probed with grenades resulting in another KIA and 

two WIA. Between 0]30 and 0500, the Provisional Company came 

in for its share of harassment as well, but it took no casualties. 
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~~_~!e~e:;.4~pprOX'ima~elY 40 VC harasstRo§ the front and 

/ 

rear of 

the company during the night. Altogether, retaliatory fires 

and hand grenades killed or wounded a probable .fJ~e eT 10 

enemy based upon outcries during the night, bloodstains, drag 

marks, and fresh footprints found the next morning. 

On Sunday, 27 March, the UDT and SEAL ~urveillance teams 

returned at dawn and Companies Band 0 continued their advance 

to link up with blocking forces to the east and west on the 

Long Thanh Peninsula. Throughout the day there was negligible 

contact and the companies joined up by nightfall. The foot of 
~~ 

the peni.nsula was cleared and preparations ~ for the 

commencement of Phase II, a deep penetration of the mangrove 

swamps via the inland waterways. 

This second phase required techniques that were unorthodox 

at the time and were conducted with boats and equipment that 

were not designed with riverine warfare in mind. Nevertheles~, 

the task was ~~~h.i.d.eJrh~·~OPhi;ticated naval craft 

rand"ships that were evident in the Delta in 1968 and later were 

e i the ron the d r a v.Ji n g boa r d,S- 0 r ; nth e pro c e s s 0 f ,b e i n g b u i1 t :'\ 
~-- ~~~~eo..e.(I1R.F) 

or converted from o~l"aervessels and boats·.~The ~flagship, ") 

monitors, as,Zsupport patrol, b'(rat~, ~he QnC(H)) floating 

hel iCO,p"~platform;and assau'l/~ t'roopca;-ri ;;s ~~: 
,/ 

~~6me with the subseq~ent 
( ~ 

Force. The only specially designed riverine craft available 
......---~~_-..::-.--..:.~---r-~-=-==--~-~~c ,..-. 

i n 1 96 6 we r J S 0 u_t,h-V-i-e-tn-a.me.s.e~0-f-~r-e.n.e.~:""V-iooll.:t,a.g.e~a.n,d_o~ld.eor_-mG·d-i--.- ...-
----~ . / --
t.:~e..cLA.me~a·T1 ty pes . 
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On D*~ the Marines were to hit Objective 4, a suspected 

arms factory and staging area t~~t was to have been previously 
a..-A-PS ' 

hit by a: B;"S2:Arc-Lighl strike. 'Two'LSTs,) the 'Washoe County 

and the Henry ~ounty tpU~hed 15 miles up 'the Soi Rap River 

pr-ecE:!ge~by ~RVN monltors and ,m'inesweepe~dUring the hours of" 
-----.:..--~---~-~,------,",~' , 

darkness to BLUE BEACH and . arittiored-•. The Marine infantrymen . 

boarded their landing craft and headed ashore as far as the 

gradient would allow. Splashing under dens~ foliage and 
~~ 

cl imbi ng over [trea-vy~etepljs 1 i ke) roots that bordered the ri ver 

banks, Compani-es A and C struggled inland. T.R.erQ'wEWoeRooby 

traps and land mines tie .. impede)their progress along \'1ith the 
I 

muck and thi ck vegetati on\;':!' The two LSTs provi ded fi re support 
v' 

wit h the i r t win - 4 0 mm can non and, qui t e un i que 1 y, de cjm 0 u n ted 

Ontos fired on-call missions. The Provisional Company and 
/,-- -----'---.. --- ~ 

Howtar battery were helilifted info LZ BLUEJAY) to the ·south of 

Objective 4 to support A and C Companies. 

Meanwhile, Company D moved to a ~irrere~t:leeati8R, Objec­

tive A to the southeast •. After establishing a patrol base at 
-- ~-- -:. -.... 

LZ BLACKBIRD, the compa"ny ·sent out reinforced squad-size patrols 

to the north and southeast with the l05mm howitzer battery in 

support n~ar LZ 'ROBI~ This endeavor was likewise plagued by 
'------- -- - -, ,/ 

swampy jungle terrain and surprise firing devices. 

As the Marines proc~ded into the overgrown morass, usually 
t'J 

in waist-deep water or stagnant muck, they experienced only 

sporadic rifle fire in both objective areas. Observation was 

very poor and coordination difficult. In the case of Objective 

_. ________ J SECRET 
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4, meaningful exploitation of the B-52 strike ~ not realized. 

With no good LZs in the target area, the overland trek as the 

only alternative approach proved too slow. The VC exited the 

target area leaving only token harassing elements behind to 

slow down the Marines' progress. 

Back in the village of Can Gio on the Lang Thanh Peninsula, 

a Navy/Marine civic action team dispensed HANDCLASP material. 

Doctors,dentists, and medical corpsmen of this group treated 

approximately 600 patients and extracted some 500 teeth. Vil­

lage nurses were given instructions on the extraction of teeth 

and then were provided a dental instrument set for their use. 

The inhabitants proved to be amicable and hospitable despite 

recent VC presence in the area. 

The remainder of the operation continued at about the same 

pace with light contact. Going from one objective to another, 

-w+ttl-s-i·m.i.J.a~tre=e"V'e'n--~~i-n,.g..,.. the S l F w 0 r ked 0 v e r th e 

RSSZ until D+12 on 7 April. Some of the highlights included: 

D+4 (30 March) Company A Marines ambushed a VC junk, 

killing four VC and recovering a U.S. 1917 Enfield rifle ? i: 

and assorted documents. 

0+5 (31 March) Company D discovered a large camou­

flaged VC village with bunkers, a tunnel network, machinery 

caches, 18 U.S. carbines, and over 1,000 grenades. Company 

B likewise uncovered a VC arms factory along with numerous 

caves and tunnels. 
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D+6 (1 April) Company C and assigned engineers de-

strayed an elaborate hospital and extensive supplies of 
, I " 

food~ clothihg arid ~m~uriition. The hospital and rest 
c, i / 

camp (150 ~ 100 meters) contained well-built structures, "7 ,>,., :,., . 

rai sed,s i dewa 1 ks ,·a crema tory, , and 1 arge s tacks of drugs 

and medicines .. > , ,:~ " ' .• ;,: .: [,'. ' 

D+8 (3 April) Company D personnel uncovered a mine 

factory and 200 mines. The VC in this compound abandoned 

hot food in their haste to escape. 

D+9 (4 April) Company C ambushed another sampan 

killing fourVC. One enemy mortar round exploded in the 

well deck of an LCM-3 salvage boat, wounding three men. 

D+10 (5 April) Two Marines (Company B) drowned while 
(6 ) 

crossing a river. Their bodies were not recovered. 

The results of this operation again reflected the fact 

that the VC did not choose to fight except for harassment in 

varying degrees. Their losses included 63 confirmed dead. 

The Marine casualties were 5 KIA, 2 MIA, and 25 WIA. There 

'55 'h " d' f h ~ were cases of eat prostrat10n, an 1n 1catofo t e mlser-
-to JJ.s<. ~<! .:.-.. -.l,,,,,crv· =~ 'y-tVoU<'-"I! ~ • 

.,-a.b..l..e heat and humidity ~4.s-.m..i,a.s'm·a,: BLT equipment lost or 

damaged~asr.n.~re. extensi ve than usual becau~e o~the ~~~~p~ 

na tu re .. 2f._ th.e_ter.r:.a i !L,/Ys P ec i all y sue h items as e 1 ec t ron i_~._';; 
(:g'e~;~'Cloth;ng, and ;ndivi~ual equipment •. ~/" ..... --- .... -----

- -~- - ~-~, ><' •• ......,.-;.'--

(6) BLT 1/5 AAR -Operation JACKSTAY, Apr66, (S). 
--_ .. - _._-

_ G.J ,'"'' ~. (.L_~ -:: I,. ,'): ", I,. ';:r 
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1 n "rejP<JSye.'c t the 131 aFl A,i fl §x a-ceomfl H 5 h-cd illS a i g~II·, ' 
~. ~~~ ~Q,.->~~yr ~ 74 9~f( Hc:-v-d... ~~~=--~7 C;C~~~, 
9.11 MarcA, ','las .Q.eveJ~i~fto-:-signif'tcallt pro"hi-emS". The 

B-52 strike would have been more effective had it been more 

closely linked with the. actual scheme of maneuver on the ground. 

Sin c e the s t ri k e s we r e not p ra c H.G-a='I-"J..y do vet ail edt 0 the 
~e ~ ~!?~<?t-1-Ic .. .,..'i'-tb..-.J 

Marines' rate of advanceA the effects ~-:t.-e!l':.I_i:f.:;Lc~w:e:a~p,(f.'~ 

proved to be of little benefit. 

There were numerous other problems that hampered the BLT 

in the course of the operation. Generally speaking, the radio 

communications between the companies and the BLT CP and other 

units were marginal. The infantry companies were forced to 

carry light loads because of the terrain and were unable to 

tote along the heavy RC-292 antennas. The BLT CP did use this 

antenna, but it was not enough to do the job without the com­

panies having it on the other end. Reception was poor in most 

of the objective areas. Orientation on the ground proved to 
DII<lt..~\~ ... J~ ~~ 

be extremely difficult as well. ,{JielicoPter pil .. ots ~s,s:i&t 
=-- fr-r &-v---~ ~~ ~ 6-, ~ ~~ . 
.-Q-R l"C ctl:l e 5 t \/fl-e-r-e·u'fl'&flx=~A-e=i'lff=a'fl:t~=me~~,u=1·4=e-ifI1T1=or=S1l1'oh~''''gT''''e ... ·IPr-'ra""'·cr-i..e"=-'s 

~a-=p~x~ Also, with the high humidity, there was 

difficulty in lifting the l05,~bY helicopters (which lost power 

under these conditions) from one position to another: Lastly, ---
the neect.(;for well-briefed liaison officers on a continuing basis~' 

was an obvious necessity for coordination with the RVNMC oper-

ating to the northeast of the BLT. 

In attempting to assess the value of JACKSTAY, it can be 

fairly stated that the operation was a pioneering effort in a 

ET 
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task for which the ~~ Navy and the Marines were marginally 

equipped and .trained to accompl.ish. The art of riverine war­

fare, de~pite historic precedents 1n years past including the 

Revolution, the War of 1812, the Seminole War in Florida, the 

Civil War, and others in lesser 'degrees, was still in its 

f 0 u n a~ n 9 s ta 9 e s , f n--&otrtir"''t1-e-t1fa m a-t=th'i"'S-t"t~e:rta '. -l~y,-, 
t h-e...... Mar 'in-e 5 Jl.aJL ea. t \I' a e ~ t-=J..e.R.=&.f ...... t,a,G,k~l=icn"g .. ,.a n.y ass i g m iss ion , 

but their ~g w~s not trulycompatible W;>h this ty~e of, 

specJallZe!War:.f~n--e.ar'lT··19'6M ~re W"" more tra1nlng 

and experience neede~ riverine warf~~an conventional 

amphibious training and l' ndings ha/rov.id~d! Had the Marine 

Cor p s not bee nco mm itt edt 0 C T Z o,n sue hal a r g esc ale, the 

riverine role would probably. h.C\! been theirs to 'develop with 

the NaVY." A;~it' w~~~'~h/6rmy ~es in lIICTZ absorbed . 

the role as a matterzf geographical r~onSibility in the oper­

ations that followed there in the SUbSeqU~ course of the war. 

Any Mari ne who ~~~ c i pa~_1..!!.~~.~.KS.T AY woulCl~robab ly be i n­

clined to s~Let 'em have it!" ~~~b'e'r-e-w€-re 
pro b lem.s-a-p-l-e-n-t-y-i-n·=lJ:r-Z-,-bu-t,~t,h·e-t-e'r·r·a+n-w'aos~g'e'n'e-r' -J-ly' mo re 

':'e--

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

, , , 
I 

I 

.\ :i 
.-fl \ (: ; 

\
.)jr • . ' 



,. 

SEGRET" 

DECLASSIFIED 

Chapter V 
(1) 

1966-69 SLF ACTIVITY: 

(1) Unless othe~wise noted, the material in this chapter is 

derived from: USMC in RVN, Hist Summary (S); III MAF ~, Jun66-
,- " 

Nov69 (S);v'-FMF PAC .£OMD Cs, 1966.-69 (S); MCOAG Study (S); 9th 
'. . 

MAB Comd Cs, June 66-Nov 69 (S); Taped interview with LtGen 

V. H. Krulak, CG, FMFPac, HistDiv Tape No (S); Vietnam 

Comment File; Moody ~. ~., Marines ~ Vietnam MS (S). 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

S ~CRET 

Bymid-1966,the military situation in JCTZ developed a. 

new dimension: the enemy invasi?n of Quang Tri Province by 

North Vietnamese re~u~~~s. wiihi~·the next two years~ there. 
-

were to be five distinct ·invasion attempts into northern ICTZ. 
• • , " " • ~ - , , • I 

Because of these,intrusions, III~MAF gradually had to shift 
• ; 'j '\, ,', ... , _ ! ',rl' , 

its forces 'north and fill the'vbi'd with US,'Army units as they , 

could be spared from other corps areas. 

N~rthern ICTZ and the DMZ were not the only problem areas 

for III MAF. Southern ICTZ, particularly the Nui Lac Son re­

gion. also demanded considerable,attention with periodic sharp 

confrontations throughout the 1966-69 period and after. The 

Vi et Con g, and the NVA regu 1 a rs who 1 a ter llil~J:h_e dep 1 e ted 

ranks of this guerrilla army, fought repeatedly over the same 
-----~,- --~ -"-"" .... 

battlegrounds in their attempts to control this strategic rice~ 

growing region. 

1,1'). 

SECRET 
1--- : 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

CHANGES IN THE ARG/S~F 

As the war ground on and escalated by stages during these .___-
.,'. , . (2 ) 

three years, III MAF strength'.grew'from 55~745 to 132,600; 
- ,ii' 

similarly, the SLF and its Navy counterpart, the ARG, underwent 
. \ ". .' I • \. r :_." ,:~' _' :! 

changes.·, in st,reng,th and:,or.gani,zation. Ultimately the ARG/SLFs" 

doubled in'size' into ARGjsLj:'AlFAand: BRAVO.' Coupled with the 

buildup of III MAF were several shifts in parent organizations 

of the SLF. ~ ~nce 1959, the 3d Marine Division had been 

the parent organization of the SLF and provided ~ its adminis­

trative and l09ist~~le serving with the ARG. This 
\'-". 

arrangement was tR9 sase at the time of the 9th MEB landing at 
17w ;;'d~'-t/r 

Da Nang on 8 March 1965. On 28 June, ComSeventhFlt published 
l-S f4-~htSiJ? 

OPl an 1 04-R fo·r-t-h·e--es·ta·b·'-i·s·nme·n-t-an·d-·-ma:j·nt-e,n·an·c;-e---of trye Ready 

Amphibious Force (RAF), which included a Ready.Af1oat Marine 

Amphibious Brigade (RAMAB). The RAMAB Head~uarter.s was gLven 
flV'l - ~ II - § /l'JiJ 11,- ct 0'120'7> e (/j'~ 
1f~~tJ!"'fl~ ... ,Jv C1- "'" ~""''b''-'''' -, 

th-e-t-a-s-k-d.e,S'-i-g.n.a.t.oJ"--T F 78, wh-i-ch-'"c-re'Cl~ted=tw'€) FM F h ea d qua rte rs 

in the Seventh Fl eetr, TFs 7'9~a'n~d~7-8~ Concurrently, i~t=rem0N·e.d~ 
b l\/:'>-' /';{·(!'S.-!e'c:W /2)01.~;{.>·,J,' ~,-1;) , 

the SLF (TF 79.5) from TF 79.a'fI'tI-est_a·bl+s·h-ed-~it-in the~-y 
I • '7' P"-' 1 qP 

. . .-~ ';~~I (..;(:{-~;f,~lY"-Y-/ r j/Ch-~ 
. co-nst:J-tuted RAt~AB Jw-,.t.h-~th-e-'d<es'l·g'n.a~t,o,r 78.5. 

During July and until the advance party of the 1st Marine 

Division Headquarters arrived on Okinawa on 24 August, a small 

(2) June 1966 and Septembe~ 1969 figures extracted from FMFPac 

III MAF Ops. Figures include Marine, Navy, and Army forces 

under III MAF OPGON, but exclude SLF strengths attributed to 

the Seventh Fleet. 
- - ~ - - - _-0 -

--; ".,:_ •. 1,: ..- I Ii:: ~: II) : I .:.', " ~ III ,--" ", " ,,' 
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element of the 3d Marine D-ivision Headquarters (3d.t~arDiv (Rear)) 

remained as TF 79. The TF 79 .designator was then passed on to -

the 1st Marine Division:uponitsarrival 'on Okinawa. On 23 

December ComSeventhFlt dissolved the RAMAB (TF 78) and the SLF 

again be-cameCTG 79.5 under: rst, Marine Division auspices. 

As the l~t 6i~1si6n w~s ~ha~ed ihto South Vietnam, the 

parent organization responsibility was pasied onto the newly 

formed 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade (9th MAB, TF 79), stationed 

at Camp Hansen, Okinawa. While under the aegis of 9th MAB, the 

SlF achieved its highest peak of development and its most con­

centrated period of amphibious activity in South Vietnam. 

In Chapter 3, mention was made of a change in composition 

of the SLF headquarters in October 1965 to include a full 

colonel and an abbreviated regimental-type staff. This change 

was designed to up-grade the command and staff functions ~ithin 

the SLFas well as provide rank parity for the elF in his re­

lations with the CATF. In the course of SLF operations, there 

were times when this parity broke down as in the case of the 

DAGGER THRUST raids, where the CATF was in facta rear admiral 

and the ClF a colonel. After the establishment of the 9th MAB, 

its commanding generals made a practice of flying down from 

Okinawa in any operation where a naval flag.officer was going 

to be on the scene. These visits provided the desired command 

interest, usually without direct involvement.in the conduct of 

the operation. In the case of Operation BOLD MARINERs where 

both SlFs operated in c::<>.~~~rt, there was direct involvement and 
- >-- .--: ": I' -;':.- 'O-C:, !r-"~. ;'!~::-' .---.---- " - ~,\.. 
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control by CTF 79 •. In any case the pari ty of rank was apparent 

and a smoother working rela~io~s~ip resulted between the Navy 

and the .Mari rie task: groups':, 
') I, 

The A~G/SLF w~s tra~itiona"y a task-organized, amphibious 
~,?"',,, .. 1. { 

K :i~"{y'Y 

force having ··no doctrinal ·composi:t·i0'l., . ...-0-A4-y::: that generated by 

the speciffcreqt:lirements ;of the' task · to be' .p·erformed. This 

concept prevailed for both the ARG and SLF with the primary 

organizational change being its .growth from one ARG/SLF·to two 

in April 1967. 

Looking at the Navy side of this amphibious team; the 

changes in the ARG were mostly in the types and numbers of 

ships assigned. The ARG specifically consisted of the sailors, 

ships, and associated equipment assigned to.an Amphibious 

Squadron (PhibRon) by the Commander of the Amphibious Forces, 

Seventh Fleet (ComPhibForseventhFlt{CTF 7~). Initially in 

1965, the shipping included a LPH, a LSD, and an APA. With the 

periodic rotations that normally took place every eight months, 
. ~ ~M~ 

t-tT'e1""e-we-r-e-,different/typlvessels assigned to the PhibRon. In 

November 1966, there was an APA, a LSD, a LPD, and an AKA. By 

January 1967, the first LST was assigned. Throughout the ARG/ 

SLF combat operations, the most common organization included a 

LPH, a LSD, a LST, an APA, and a LPD or AKA. 

The SLF similarly had a variety of changes in its task 

organization. FIGURE 1 portrays a nominal composition for the 

ARGjSLF and highlights the range of manning levels and aircraft 

employed. 
H, ' I' ~~",' 
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(3) 
FIGURE 1 

COMPOSITION OF ARGjSlF 

ARG SHIPS 1 LPG, 1 LSD, 1 LST, 
and 

1 APA or 1 LPD or 1 AKA 

PERSONNEL 

Typical 
Maximum 
Minimum 

Typical 
Maximum 
Minimum 

FIREPOWER (BLT 

Small arms 
Machine Guns. 

Onl y) 

Officers 
10 
13 
o 

USMC 
Off EM 
60 1550 

72 1659 
35 983 

106mm Recoilless Rifles 
(including 5 ONTOS) 

Mortars (8lmm) 
Artillery Pieces 
Medium Tanks 

HMM AIRCRAFT 

Staff 

BLT 

Off 
-a 

9 
1 

2000 
138 

38 

8 
12 

5 

USN 

T~Ees of Aircraft 
SLF A HMM UH-34D 

SLF B HMM UH-34D 
CH-46A) 
CG- 46 D) 

( 3 ) f~ CO A G Stu dy, p. 5 ( S) • 

EM 
80 
93 
49 

DECLASSIFIED 

2 

19 

4 

. Enlisted Men 
50 
53 
o 

HMM 
USMC 

Off . EM Off 
48 190 -,-

59 230 1 
15 25 0 

Dates 
Apr 1967 - 31 

USN 
EM 
3" 

5 
0 

Dec 1968 

Jun 1965 - 3 Apr 1967 
Apr 1967 - 31 Dec 1968 
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THE ROTATION AND REHABILITATION PROGRAM 

Fundamental to the whole SLF. concept was the battalion and 

helicopter squadron rotation and rehabilitation system that 

sustained it. Reference to the peri od i c ro·ta t i on of S L F un its 
-! V-A ~ 

ka-ct-b'een made in Chapter I and- notation of the SLF participation-

in the inter-theater battalion transplacement system from CONUS 

in Chapter II. With the Vietnam build-up, this arrangement be­

came impractical and individual replacement was put ,into effect 

on 3 September 1965. After the cessation of the battalion 

transplacement system, a new intra-theater program was imple­

mented on 19 November under the auspice~ of the 1st Marine Di­

vision and later the 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade which pro­

vided a unique opportunity for the rotation and refurbishment 

of in-country battalions onOkinawa--a real asset for III MAF. 

This rotation of SLF units involved some 21 BLTs and 23 HMMs 

from Novemb~r 1965 through September 1969, the month of the 

last SlFcombat operation, DEFIANT STAND. ~OU9h the /~dta-
~ 

'tion-~ro~ramwas not extensive enough to benefit the entire -- --
organ i za t i O~~MkF-,_t:L_c_~.r.ta·i n.l:y.~di~;-~e1 p upgrade the 

. .' .-.-.-~ --- .... 
assigned infantry -battalions and hen-c-o-p-teJ: squadrons as well . . -~-. '--~ 

as the attached support units/elements including artillery, 

engineers, tanks, and amt!acs:J 

The course of this program was not always standard. Com-

,mitments in-country, training exer~ises. logistics considera-

·t' d th '1 b"l·"t f h"' 11 L-~'P·.':f", 10ns an e ava 1 all y 0 S 1 ppl ng a [t-¢!:!- e-a-r-l-n-g-o-n 

.J 
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~During the heygay o~ this program, in late 1966 and early 

1967, the Bth MAB developed and provided a well-organized pro­

gram to handle the incoming SLF unfts~' The infantry battalion 

was billeted at Cam,p,Schwab and the hel icopter squadron at 

Futema. Other support elements were nested with like units 

within 9th'MAB.uiPon- arrival ~'these SLF units immediately set 

to ~ l:G-l.!>Ckst~~e~ t~-9-thMAB,~'3d FSR shops~ 
.f!Vf.l around the clock to rehabilitate tanks, howitzers" engi-

~, ~=~ " 

nee r e qui pment, L VT s, an d mota r t ra n s po rt v-etri-cTe·s. Sec t ion 

chiefs and equipment operators worked directly with the perma­

nent shop personnel to repair and service their vehicles and 

equipment. Individual and crew-served weapons were checked 

and repaired or exchanged as required. Individual clothing 

and equipment were replaced for that worn out in service. 

Also, general supply items were requisitioned on a priority 

basis. On ar'! average, the 9th MA~ wi:h the backup of 3d FSR/ 

accomplished about 60 percent of these requisitions before the 

SLF units departed the island. The HMM squadron underwent a 

similar rehabilitation program for its men, equipment, vehicl~s, 
/(5 

and aircraft with ~-r refurbishment coming primarily from 
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::::::s. ho~ever. the refurbiShmenteffortw~s~o~~'~:l) / 
all the persohnel and logistical, problems of theSlF unlts. . 

_, . f \ 

N evert he 1 es s :', ',i t did o'f'fe r~~~j..tde'r·a5~'fl·· i'mprov effi,&R~1;, :"of- the f 
',"--' ~- " 

combat readln~s#?b':;yl tSJa-Fl-e- provlde,<;C.~ break from the I 
grind .Ofco~b~a~'t)inc1Ud~:a:g.. some good liberty on Okinawa and ,~\ 

I 
I 
f 

often-rn' th'e Ph i1 i1ppi 'nes ~ . 
'-- \ -~ .-.---'- . - '.,,,-- ,. -'~ - - .. 

In conjunction with the refurbishment effort was a train­

ing program conducted primarily in the Northern Training Area 
~ +tH*1-of Okinawa. There was also a scheduled landing exercise 

,~ 

\.;'V 

conducted in the Philippines called MUDPUPPY. This training 

emphasized the techniques of combat as experienced in South 

Vietnam an~most significantly, amphibious operations. A 

broadening of the scope of this amphibious training evolved in 

April 1967 during the tenure of Brigadier' General Louis Metzger 

as CG 9th MAB. The 9th MAS itself (jokingly referred to as the 

Ryukyan National ,Guard by members of the the command) joined in 

the amphibious training with SLFhALFA in an exercise on Okinawa 

dubbed BEACH BARON I in order to hone its proficiency as a 

brigade headquarters. 
(: 

This amphibious emphasis was the only real activity of th~ 
r 

,sort in Wes l Pac for the Mari,nes. I I I MAF may have been an 

amphibious force by title, but certainly not in its commitment. 

The SLF in this case carried the torch for the Corps' primary' 

~miSSion 

By 

in the Far East. 

spring of 1967. the SLF reached a peak in development 

and employment in combat._~.~_a.n amp~_ibious force. On 1.April 
.~_I..,IJ .. ; ',,-,·~·~~·:Oli I ~l;:~"":':,'l,:·,,".'I' '.I~~ 
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a second SLF was in operation. TF 79.5 (Colonel Harry D. 

Wort~an) became SlF BRAVO and the' newcomer, TF 79.4 (Colonel 

James A. Gallo), became SLF ALFA.' The rationale behind the 

designation is not clear.. Whatever the reason, these two SlFs 

were the last to be'refurbished until the summer of 1968. The 

demand for forces in-country in the latter half of 1967 and the 

first half of 1968 was too great to allow the rehabilitation 

and refurbishment program to continue. 

A DIFFERENT MODUS OPERANDI 

There was a gradual change in employment of the SLF in 

South Vietnam that proved to be a significant trend in the 

history Of'SLF combat operations. Up until April 1967, the 

only available SLF conducted raids; search and clear/destroy 

operations, or blocking operations of short duration along the 
jlJ -r---t-. /l!'.;~. .' 

enti re coast of South Vi etnarn. After the 4-n-s-t--i=tutiono'f the 
, , r j j' .. ,-
{;:f{~ " " 

second SLF, the operations took place solely in ICTZ and periods 

ashore steadily became longer. (See FIGURE 2, SLF periods in­

country, 1965-68). By 1968 BlT 2/4 (SlF ALFA) ~~~~~......£_(l~~ 

200 day s ash 0 r e ( 2 7 Jan u a r y to 1 3 Aug u s t 1 9 6 8 ) ,c.h,o,p·[Te'd-t-o- I I I 
" . 

MAF. BlI 3/1 (SlF BRAVO) accumulated 133 days U December 1967 

to 15i June 1968) ,: .. :. I 
!Th is ch an ge in emp 1 oyme n t ca use d --a-e-e-rt1ri-ncBnount,()f-re-

/, J..... ~~V'--' ~.cJ2J ~c:..Q-~ ~ ~.t/"'F"s 
: v_e.r-b.e~-t-1-o.n-Hl~ log 1 S t 1 C S P ~o G e d l;j:'f!e£ f:,~F-P1re-r-rg-h-t-d·e·w-A-te­
~ ~,~fr1'.G11"'~~.P.,/) ~;f r:;tf.IlL MfH= .... 

, tl1e-it-n.d-i-v-i~d.u.a_L_SLF."...uoni ts. The fo 11 ow i ng ext rac t from FM FP a c" s 

.Apr;) report -of III MAF operations capsulizes the probem and 
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(4) 
Dates when SLF BLT's were in-country 

) i 

" I " , ' ,:,'c"" 

- - - . ~ .~ - -~ 

: .'_l" \..' ,I I:::':. I ' : I ~.'. 1 0" 
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its. resolution: 

Normally when the SLF is landed in a contingency de-· 

ployment whic~ cannot be supported by CG, III MAF and 

which pr6mises to continue longer than 15 days, or when 

it is landed to become a part bf a force build-up, the CG, 

9th Marine Amphibious Brigade on Okinawa insures that 

follow-on supplies. are shipped to the SLF. 
\\ 

With the decision by the Joint Chiefs of Staff in 

April [1967J to commit the SLFs to extended operations in 

Vietnam, the normal logistics support procedure required 

some changes. The CG, III MAF now provides logistic sup­

port when the SLF operates in areas contiguous to III MAF 

installations. When operating in areas isolated from es­

tablished logistic support areas, ground units of the SLF 

utilize their own resources, with stocks reconstituted as 

practicable from the Force Logistic Command. While oper­

ating from the LPH, aviation units of the SLF will be sup­

ported by the LPH but, when operating ashore in the III 

,~MAF area of operations, support by the First Marine Air­

craft Wing will augment that positioned by the Ninth MAB 

aboard ship. If the operations ashore extend beyond fifteen 

days, support of helicopters 0i11 become the responsibility 

of CG, III MAF. When the SLFoperates ashore in locations 

other than ICTZ (after 15 days), CG III MAF will provide 

only aeronautical spares and special support equipment. 

All other logistic support responsibilities will remain 
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wit~ CG, Ninth MAB. Any major end items furnished by the 

It (5) , 
-7 FLC wi 11 . be rep 1 aced by the. CG, Ninth MAB. 

~"' .. 

During th~ period of the post-Tet l68 struggle, the SLFs 

were not just chopped ashore for one single operation. From 

27 Jan u a ry· tal 3 Aug u st· 1 9 6 8, S L F A L F A I S B L T 2/4 par tic; pat e d 

in 12 different consecutive operations under OPCON of III MAF 

including the bloody battle of .Dai Do with no amphibious ac­

tivity whatsoever~ SLF BRAVO participated in several oper­

ations, with stints at Camp Carroll and Ca Lu combat bases in 

between. Examining the length of individual operations, a 15------_._-..,... .. - -'. ~. 

~:~8a--t:mlfti:'FF~~::t:;k;:j:'i=~:~~;.s::r:6 o::::t:.~a:s::~: C::d:: : ::7 ~AF I: PCON II 
as a standard infantry battalion tBL~ support attachments were ~ 
farmed out to parent or related in-country units). 

The t~l"istlea·g-course of the war in South Vietnam continually 

demanded changes in the forces committed to it. lAsI-I-I-MAE. 

,.~.a·c-te-d-a·n·d-re-a·c·t·e-aqhe SLFs were gradua 11 y abs orbed ; nto the 

protracted land war in IeTZ as standard maneuver elements with 

no amphibious role. The overriding interests of ,~8f_comUSMACV, .0~ 
and III MAF were best served at this time by the long term em- ,(. 

ployment in-country. General Giap's Tet Offensive offered no 

alternative. 

./ 

. ;,'~~~-
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- Chapter -VI 
(1) 

SIGNIFICANT SLF OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN ICTZ 
,- ~ 1 ; 

(1) Un,les~ ot~erwJs~not.ed. the material in this chapter is 

derived from:· ., MACV (omd Hist;':(TS).; CAF Seventh Flt,Hist .Q.f 

Amphib ~:. Mar'6S-'iJec66 .(S); "USMC 'in' ~VN~ His't Su~mary (s);" 

FMFPac Comdes. 1966-68 (S); .!l.l MAF ~t Ju166-May68 (S); 3d 

MarDiv ComdCs, Ju166-May68 (S); 1st MAW Comdes, Ju166-May68 (S); 

4th Mar~ for 'Opn HASTINGS; .SLF (TG 79.5) ComdCs, Ju166-

May68 (S); SLF ALFA (TG 79.5) ComdCs, Apr67-May68 .(S); BLT 3/5 

AAR for DECKHOUSE II and HASTINGS (S); BLT 1/4 AAR for BEACON 

HILL (S); 3d Mar Comdes, April-May67 (S); BlT 2/3 AAR for 

BEACON STAR (S); BLT 1/3 AAR, for BEAU CHARGER (S); BLT 2/3 

AAR for BELT TIGHT (S); 9th t4ar AAR for BUFFALO (S); 2/3 AAR 

for FORTRESS SENTRY (5); 9th Mar AAR for KINGFISHER (5); 3d 

Mar ComdCs, Apr-May68 (S); Taped interview with Col D. W. 
~i(tI 

Sherman, CO 4th Mar and CS, TF DELTA, .HistDiv Tape No. 199 (S); " 

Taped i .nterv i ew with. 1 s tL t K. II. Gregory. rBIl/3. Hi s tDi v 

Tape No. 3257 (C); Taped interview with lstLt A. F. Prescott 

~~, HistDiv Tape No. 2804 (C); Simmons, Marine Corps ~­

sponse (U); Admiral U.S.G. Sharp. USN, CinCPac;and Gen W. R. 

Westmoreland. USA, ComUS~1ACV, Report ,Q!lthe. War i nVi etnam (as 

of 30 June 1968) (Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii: 1968), hereafter: 

Sharp and Westmoreland, Report on the War; Moody .~ ~.Mari nes 

i.!!. Vietnam .. MS (5); t1COAG Study (5); Viet NamConinient File. 
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From mid-1966 to Septemb er of 1969 the personnel of 

Ithe SLFs demonstrated a great deal of flexibility and ver­

lsatility as they were assigned missions in the differing 
! 
('environments of ~¢ sout;hern. and northern I CTZ. In the' 
~ . . ' predominantly 
~southl the istMarine Division countered/91lerilla activity 

~th high levels of booby~~ap ~nd sniper activity in an 
I 

krea of high population density. In the north, the 3d I . . 
MarDiv faced a combination of guerilla activity and con-

tentional warfare with large North Vietnamese regular 

~y formations in an area of relatively low population 

fensi ty • 'rf{i/~tff¢i¢,!tC¢~/t.,f/'t;1¢'tt¢I.,,/~ppt¢;1y!)f¢/,/Y.¢/f:p{t;! 

~t'tJtfttt¢.,f ..' . 
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f The operation~ record of the SlFs from mid-1966 to 

I September 19'~i nts to di s ti nctt-ons in the type of warfare 
/. . .r"--/' ' 

encoun}<ered. In southern Lett the guerrilla war was predominant. 

I n/n-:rthe rn I CTZ th ere~ a hybri d comb ina t; on .of· guer rill a 
~--. / 
and con v e n t ion a 1.,w a r far e wit h reg u Jar Nor t h . V ; e t n am e set roo p s 

r -/ 
d' If participating",n large numbers.'This····situation caused dif-

V ll~' .~. //"" -I (' fer e n c e s ~ f nth e way the 1 s t M a ~i'n e D i vis ion con d u c ted its war 

..I
t..· L/ 

in t·he south and the me,t.fl'O"<tol-ogy-·~ifp·p=l+e·d' by the 3d.. Mar; ne 
~./ . / .. / 

/ . 
/"Divis;on in the north.·/As 1st Division uni!s'ultimately moved 

,r 

nor t h war d ; n to Q u ? n 9 T riP r 0 v inc e and t, pe/ are a s b 0 r d e r i n 9 the 

DMZ, they had/t~ ma.k.e_adjustment.s.. te/a different kind of war . . 
inc 1 u din g ..... e n em.y .. a'rt-ill e r y fir e V'i s - a - vis m 0 r tar san d r:.o·c~ke t s .) 

... r --~_..-~_~_~_ / .-

The /S«F s had con t ; n u e d ex per i en c e '; n bot h e nv i r 0 n,m(n t s, par ~ 

. ti cu 1 ar1y ; n 1967 wh"ri ~they regu1 a r1y bounced~ck and forth ~ 
~wo regions. 

rIA 61 del te appreci a..t.e--t.I+e exte-A~a:.y.Fd-s-Go.pe of tl:lese SU: 

gcTi17 i tie s i-n-b-e-t-l=l-A-e l'" the r n-a1'l'd-su'o"ttr'el"'l11 C I Z d u r ;-ng-TIr6"6 - 69 , 

-a revie'", Qf the significant ope~s--+s=i=n-01'''''Cte=r. Chapter 
~~ 

VI will de.:eJ i\:i'l!h- seven operations in the north and Chapter 

VII will cover fi ve in the south. ?"Me €"h-e-i se=e·p.'these part; cu-

lar operations ~or discussioA aAd aAalysis, out of some 50 con-
~~~~~~. 

ducted in this time frame, 4=s p·redicated "'pen the t"esults 
~.!.F-~ 
a.c. b i ~ v e d.,-i-R-c-l-u.d-i-r:t;-e.r.J.e.mY-k-i-1-1-s .. ;-u-nuos-u.ao

} -o·r~~u·n+qlte-d-e'v'ecl-o·p'ffi'e'n=tr;· ,A' ; / . 

, b,,.r' 
r. e..p r e s.eA-ta t j v e tt:.eJl~o-f-e.l1tp .. Lo_y_me.n..t}-O.::f -tJ.I.e~t:tm:e -c:<Yrre:e-nrea; -e'r- 0 

~I)..~o.::f: .. Jt!t~..:?:~_.f::~.c>:t,o,r $ .• '" . 

1.1' 
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DECKHOUSE II/HASTINGS 

During the first eight months of 1966, the enemy escalated 

his activities in RVN by infiltration of NVA forces from North 

Vietnam and by a heavy drawdown on guerrilla elements to pro­

vide muscle for larger enemy units. This particular build-up 

reached its peak in the summer of 1966. The Marines neces-

sarily were drawn northward by this enemy threat, but III MAF 

and the ARVN continued to maintain a hold, though tenuous at 

times in certain localities, on the coastal lowlands to the 

south. 

TF 79.5 was still operating in southern ICTZ and in IIeTZ 

in late spring of 1966, conducting Operation OSAGE (27 April-

2 May) in Quang Nam Province in IeTZ andDECKHOUSE I/NATHAN 

HALE in Phu Yen Province in IIeTZ. By the time July rolled 

around, the pressure along the DMZ came to a head and the SLF 

moved north. , 

Rumors of large enemy units in Quang Tri and Thua Thien 

Provinces had been entertained for some time at III MAF but 

with little real evidence to support this contention. On 5 

July these rumors ·were substantiated when a POW was captured 

south of Dong Ha and was identified as a member of the 8l2th 

Regiment, 324 ~ NVADivision. Two other regiments, the 90th 

and the803d were reported in Quang Tri Province. Within two 

days, 2/1 (Lieutenant Colonel Jack D. Spaulding) and elements 

of the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion were rushed into the suspect 

~ 
\ 
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area to make an assessment. During the next six days,addi­

tional captives and captured documents indicated the movement 

of some 5,000 troops of the 324 ~ Division across the DMZ to 

"liberate" Quang TriProvince. 

Major General Walt reacted quickly. Before the NVA could 

complete their build-up and launch an attack, there were seven 

USMC and five ARVN battalions on hand in the area including 

the SLF BLT, 3/5 (Lieutenant Colonel Edward J. Bronars). The 

assembled Marine force was established as Task Force DELTA 

under the command of Brigadier General Lowell E. English, ADC 

of the 3d Division. This task force had a formidable mission 

as it was to participate in the largest and most violent oper­

ation of the war until that time, involving approximately 

8,000 Marines, 3,000 ARVN, and possibly as many as 12,500 

Communists. 

The terrain in the HASTINGS Operational area, south of 

the DMZ, varied from poorly drained seacoast flatland to ex­

tremely rugged, heavily forested inland mountains with razor­

back ridges running to 550 meters in height. The greater part 

of the heavy action of HASTINGS took place northwest of Cam Lo 

in the environs of a ragged rocky mass called the Rockpile. 

The heavy jungle growth and difficult terrain provided excellent 
):. ,'f /);v,;-/ 

cover and concealment for the enemy. Since the enemy 'w.:a.s in ----

the area in force before the Marines, he had control of the 

high ground and the observation of the channelized approaches 

it provided. 
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Substantial-size elements of the 324 !!.Division, probably 

in conjunction with main force VC units, appeared to be de­

ployed west of Cam Lo on a north-south afc approximately 15 

miles long and 4 miles wide. Enemy patrols came within one 

mile of Cam Lo. TheARVN units,to the south encountered little 

of note but did capture one POW: and a substantial 'ammunition 

cache. 
()~ 

The Marines' concept involved~helicopter landings p~ two 

~i~~s~~d battalions six miles west of Cam Lo. One 

battalion, 3/4 (Lieutenant Colonel Sumner A. Vale), established 

blocking positions across the primary trails in its area while 

a second battalion, 2/4 (Lieutenant Colonel Arnold E. Bench), 

conducted a search and destroy operation southward toward 3/4. 

A third battalion, 1/3 (Lieutenant Colonel Robert R. Dickey), 

remained in reserve at Dong Ha. The artillery battalion, 3/12 

(Major Samuel M. Morrow), and subsequently the SLF 105 and 

howtar batteries, were in position somewhere south of Cam Lo. 
~ 

:;2-

D-Day· was 15 July but the SLF BLT did not enter the operation 

until 18 July because of its initial commitment to a coastal 

sweep in the Gio Linh District.northeast of Dong Ha. 

D-Day was beset with difficulties for the task force. The 

first wave of 3/4 touched down in LZ CROW in the Song Ngan 

Valley just a mile south of the DMZ without contact; the second 

encountered opposition right after landing. The small LZ 

generated problems for the CH-46As; two collided and a third 

hit a tree attempting to avoid the first two. Two Marines 
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were Killed and seven injured; all three helicopters were so 

badly damaged that they had to be destroyed. A fourth heli-
.f,1.t2--

copter was downed by Cl-IY'"enemy12.7mm machine gun later in the 

day while bringing reinforcements into the 3/4 CP area. There 

were 13 Mari.neskilled in this. incident.ConsequentlYt the 

Song Ngan Valley was named "Helicopter Valley." 

The second battalion, 2/4, touched down at the other end 

of the valley in LZ DOVE, some three miles to the northeast. 

Landing without mishap, 2/4 then swept westward towards 3/4. 

Both battalions encountered sporadic contact during the day 

but by nightfall t K/3/4 became heavily engaged. Exposed at 

some distance from the battalion proper, elements of the com-

pany were surrounded. The heavy contact continued w·h~i·ch 
! /tPt. pe a ke-d on the night of the 16th and the afternoon of the 18th. 

The fighting was especially close, intense and bloody. Artil-
) . 

lery and air strikes pounded the enemy steadily in order to 

relieve the pressure on Company K. On the evening of the l8th/ 

after L/3/4 broke through to the beleaguered company, the enemy 

fire diminished and 2/4 and 3/4 linked up and consolidated 

their positions. 
, ~~~ 

T I+e-r--e-we-r-e tWO Meda 1 s 0 f Ho n or awa rd e d a s a 

result of this fighting. 

W h i 1 e the ,b u 1 k 0 f T F DEL TAwas h e a v i 1 yen gag e din He 1 i -

copter Valley, the SlF BlT made a simultaneous helicopter and 

surface landing about four miles south of the DMZ on the coast. 

landing on the 16th, its mission was to seize key objectives, 

establish a beach support area, conduct/s&Q)operations, and 
\..--' 
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provide a protective screen for the right flank of the forces 

engaged in HASTINGS to the west; This phase of the SLF oper­

ation was called DECKHOUSE II. The AOA was a flat, poorly 

drained sandy region with intermittent dunes, scrub, and oc­

casional clusters of pine trees along the coastline. Poor tide-r) 

conditions prevailed and caused the men that were surface I ( 
landed to wade ashore in five feet of water off BLUE BEACH. 

As intelligence indicated, there were only local force VC 

in the area and these either fled or took to the fields as 

"peaceful" farmers when the Marines arrived. The results were 

limited: three enemy KIA; six assorted weapons, some ammuni-

tion, individual eq~ipment, food, and a number of miscellaneous 

documents captured. The landing did assure~ however, that the 

enemy was not active in the coastal area. But now the BLT was 

ashore with its reinforcing attachments (making it nearly twice 

the size of the other battalions) and was inserted into HASTINGS 

on the 18th. 

BLT 3/5 moved inland to the Dong Ha Mountain area, seven 

miles west of the town of Cam Lo and north of the Cam Lo River~ 

The area is dominated by a.horseshoe-shaped hill mass with 

Dong Ha Mountain at the apex. This horseshoe forms the three 

main valleys wherein 3/5 conducted its part in Operation HASTINGS. 

The jungle canopy ran 60 to 90 feet in height and made air ob­

servation of the ground nearly impossible. Trails and streams 

abound under this jungle canopy. Intelligence indicated that 

a regimental-size CP was probably in the area. 
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The mission of the BLT was basically.a search and destroy 

endeavor in its assigned area of;responsibility. The concept 

of the operation involved four rifle, compahies scouring the BLT 

operational area from east to west within their respective zones 

of action. Organic artillery:was assigned supporting fire po­

sitions south of Cam Lo. 

Shortly after noon on the 18th the BlT Company M, 3/5; 

landed in LZ CROW and immediately came under fire from an esti­

mated NVA platoon. The Marines in the zone immediately returned 

fire and called in supporting arms killing 21 of the enemy, 

more than the five DAGGER THRUST raids totaled altogether (19 

enemy KIA). Also captured were two NVA WIA, a 12.7mm machine 

gun, a .30 caliber machine gun, and 12 individual weapons. 

Company L also landed in LZ CROW but did not encounter any 

enemy until later in the afternoon, when it killed three NVA, 

destroyed a .30 caliber machine gun, and captured a submachine 

gun. Companies I and K landed in LZ DOVE but encountered no 

enemy as they pushed westward in their drive. 

This was to be a different sort of action for the BLT--the 

-

enemy waswilli~!~. __ stick it out and fight a while. Through- -

out the operation, contact with the enemy involved groups of 

less than 30 men, often a squad or less. There were two types 

of encounters: one where small enemy units delayed and harassed 

the Marines according to plan and those where NVA units or in­

dividuals had become separated from their main body and just 

stumbled into their adversaries. 
~ - -- -- - -

,::'';:::'.,r- I' 
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Tne most noteworthy encounters with the NVA occurred on 

22 and 24 July. In the first instance, Company M moved out in 

the morning to check out information from a POW that a regi­

mental CP was located in the vicinity of Hill 314. In combing 

the area, the Marines found 200 to 300 newly constructed re­

inforced bunkers covered by fresh foliage. Pressing their 

search around Hill 314, Company M came under heavy automatic 

weapons fire and grenade bombardment from an estimated 40 to 

50 NVA. The enemy were located in log bunkers on the high 

ground above the company. In the course of the action, the 

Marines unsuccessfully employed an ARVN interpreter to encourage 

the NVA to surrender. In short order the Marines maneuvered 

and overran the bunkers, killing 20 NVA and capturing a number 

of weapons and a machine gun. 

The second and most significant contact for the BLT in 

HASTINGS took place two days later at midday. Company I was 

moving along a ridgeline on a narrow trail when the lead ele-. 

ment of the company came under heavy automatic weapons fire and 

a shower of grenades. Within minutes, the head of the column 

was pinned down in a firefight where the underbrush was so 

thick that the enemy's muzzle flashes could not be seen. The 

NVA then called in mortar fire on the Marines who doggedly 

kept up their return fire. Shortly, the artillery began to 

pound the area around the pinned-d~wn Marines and the enemy 

automatic weapons fire diminished somewhat and the mortar fire 

lifted completely. Close. air support was employed as well to 

.. -~\ 
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break up the ambush. The Marine company commander estimated 

that at least two enemy companies were engaging his unit. 

At 1640 the Marines attempted to remove their wounded by 

helicopter but'the volume of fire forced the choppers out of 

the area. Twenty minutes later, the NVA resumed mortaring the 
" 

company. Finally by 2000, the mortars were located and were 

knocked out by artillery fire, which also caused two secondary 

explosions. 

The company continued to receive heavy small arms fire 

throughout the night and during most of the ne~t day. All 

during Company lIS predicament, Company K tried to come to its 

aid but ran into an estimated 40-50 NVA in log bunkers. The 

company returned fire, maneuvered unsuccessfully to get around 

the en e my, wit h d r e w, and the n p 1 as t ere d the are a wit h art i 11 e r y 

and air strikes. After the bombardment, they found only seven 

enemy KI A. 

When the action finally abated, and casualties were 

evacuated, the Company I Marines searched the heavy under­

growth and bunkers to see if there were any more enemy in 

the area. They found 25 dead NVA, 27 rifle and submachine 

guns, over 15,500 rounds of ammunition, and sundry items of 

individual equipment. Enemy ordnance destroyed in the fight 

included a l2.7mm machine gun, a 57mm recoilless rifle, three 

mortars and an estimated 50 rounds ~f mortar and AT rounds. 

In other locations throughout 3/5 1 5 zone of action, there 

were eight major installations uncovered. Six of these could 

RET 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

SEGRET 
accommodate a battalion or larger-size unit •. The most elaborate 

was a regimental~size CP and bivouac of 400 bunkers and shelters 

which contained the following: 560 uniforms; 300 packs; 323 

blue sweat shirts; 435 shelter halves; 297 pairs of sandals; 

70 pounds of manuals, letters, and documents; and a large amount 

of l2.7mm brass scattered throughout the area. The gear was 

for the most part brand new. Another site included explosives 

from an engineer battalion such as TNT, Claymore mines, blasting 

devices, and associated equipment. 
-- -------.. 

Although BLT 3/5 kn1)wingly made contact with only one 

basic unit, the 6th Battalion, 8l2th Regiment, it was apparent 

that at least an NVA regiment and an engineer battalion occupied 

the area prior to the Marines' arrival. It was conjectured 

that possibly the 324 ~ Division headquarters was in the 3/5 

zone of action. 

HASTINGS continued on until 3 August, although 3/5 de­

parted the battle area on 30 July. The remainder of the oper­

ation for the task force was generally characterized by quick 

shifting of Marines by helicopter to search out and destroy the 

NVA in the various zones of action. Once the NVA met strong 

resistance, the enemy attempted to withdraw as intact as pos­

sible into the DMZ or westward into Laos. This withdrawal was 

organized and usually accompanied by positive delaying actions . 

. 'They made skillful use of terrain, camouflage, covered routes 
I 

of withdrawal, and highly effective covering fire with auto-

matic weapons and mortars. 
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Results were indicative of the intensity of the fighting. 

The SLF killed 155 NVA by body count; probably killed over 160 

more; and captured 79 (2 died of wounds). The SLF lost 52 KIA 

and had 155 WIA. Total enemy losses accredited to TF DELTA 

were 824 NVA KIA and 14 captured. Totally, the Marines suf­

fered 126 KIA and 448 WIA, 126 of whom immediately returned to 

duty. 

HASTINGS was consic;lered to be a good example oflg-ro-ttn-d-- _or 

of "'-'-'-- a 'v-I'1 .... ~v vJl r~ ~ 
~emplOymentl\in a difficult combat environment. Techniques ". 

~~~ force employment developed in earl~s~ons fut--
t:,." ~ ~ ~~~ 1),,.-40. » ~~y ~ 

ttre-r south s.ame lntG-ftl--l-l-p~l.a-y. The mobil DAS~, as one such L 
innovation which had been used previously and proved fruitful 

in handling the diverse aviation requirements of HASTINGS. 

There were about 10,000 hel~coPter and 1,700 fixed-wing sorties 

executed in the course of the operation. There were approxi­

mately 12,000 tons of bombs dropped in support of the ground 

elements. Artillery certainly had a fair share of the support-. 

ing arms work during the operation firing some 42,000 rounds 

but there were times when the deep ravines and slopes made 

artillery fire difficult. In these situations, air strikes 

proved to be the best solution to support th~ infantry. 

The enemy in this more conventional-type fighting readi~y­

showed his capability of delivering a heavy volume of f,,~:'&,~Ah, 

from an excellent inventory of automatic weapons, mortars,~and 

recoilless rifles. The obvious counteraction was to make maxi-

mum use of air and artillery-including extensive preparation 
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fires. W.hen it came to ,fi-a-nd-l-i-n-g the numerous ambuscades from 

well-camouflaged and fortified positions, the platoon, squad, 
[>-t'~ -/-0 ~ "d ~~ ) 

and fir e tea m cu0 c k - act ion _ d r.1 1..1 ~ w·ef"e-s--&r'e-s-s-e6"=-il"S t Ii e be'S t" 

~~~lution to a knotty tactical situation~~lled 
for ,t'ne Mari nesa _ u5_ckly_a.n·d-f-o°rced the enemy out of 

the area of ope:a-~~:':~-at least for a Wh]Tel 

HASTINGS was dramatic; it marked the first division-size 

employment of NVA regulars; it was the largest-size Marine oper-

ation and caused the highest number of enemy casualties of any 

single operation to that date. As time was to prove, this was 

not the last incursion by regular NVA forces in the DMZ locale. 

General Giap had no int~ntion of rejecting the concept of in-
---<~~ -

vasion through the DMZ. There were to be several bloody sequels • 

) 

. -; ()~ " 

b}~:( ) 
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SLF OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF PRAIRIE 

_ DECKHOUSE IV _ • 
;I~ (~ ~.,.~ . ~ ~ 1) ~ ~ e<l.I~ 

Bes p·,i--t e, ~the- -p'ro'n-oun c-e d=-s'u'c-c'e-s-s-':.o'f~HA·S~T~tN'G·S......,.-th'e~:r-I-r-M·A F 
t.-~-'" 1;""""'" ~""~'" _~b";" "'1 ~""<:< ~c-,,"--""-.:.t{. 
p.laJlll e r s r e i:l+i zed -t-h a-t -t h-eTe-~w-a'sH n'<:rl'i'(rolTJ foo r c bmp~la~c-e'm;y-r'e--;; 

d ' L-. M . • r.. ~ H gar <, -n'g--1hl'e' -8, ·z:~~,=M.I·a;t4~ofl·. ·u n-t-n'e==-v·e-~~t,t.a¥ t R a :t- AS TIN G S t-e-r--
~ /WI.. ·~~~~~~~k~l " 
m.i..fl-a--e-e-&, 3 Aug u s t 1 9 6 6. a sin 9 1 e bat tal i 0 ri ~'fb:r;~e1fro;rm;~i:s_":' ~ 

"-"" 

j 
",s~e--operation s"t:a-r-t;e:d. in the same region. This 'e>T'furt J.' -p ,U_ 

U L,,-" ." '"' ~'""') ~ l~~-.. 
marked the beginning of Operation PRAIRIE .. w.h~i=G-h~-w,a.s=-'to~-last 
~ k ~ ~ h, ~R.A-~P-IE a--.J? -J- ~.P ~ 

,a 1 m o.S t~Atne~m()·n~t:lrs-. -A-s-t·i-me-p'a-s-s·e-t\--;a.n-d-t./:l.e-r.l-o.~.;t.I:l-e.a 5 t nte-R-S-e-e1t 

~ 3~ ""'""'"l lCi<b7. 
sea 5 e 19 5 e tin. 12 RA I R I ~ eo Ii tj Ii (] e d. u 1 t i-m-a-c-e-1 yin t Q f,Q.bt r 1319 a-s.es. 

~ding QA 31-Ma~ 1997. 

There were numerous sharp battles throughout PRAIRIE in­

volving as many as 10 battalions at one time (7 Marine and 3 

A RV N ) .. For all the phases the r ewer e a total of 2,8 31 enemy 

and 527 Ma ri nes kill ed. '<"A:s~O"r-~ SLF ~ parti ci pa ted ; n 

two ope ra t i ons -t-h.~t-=;u:f;~ P RA I RIE., DEC KHOUS E IV and BEACON 

HILL. 
l/EC-f< t+o r)SC \" ~ "'fl.e ~. r"':" a=.,f 

:rfl-e f1-rst e-f--tbes e o-c-cllrr:ed ~~ 15-25 September 1966 

and involved BLT 1/26 (Lieutenant Colonel Anthony A. Monti) and 
~ 

HMM-363 (Lieutenant Colonel James D. McGough). The BLTAlanded 

just south of the DMZ in the northeastern part of t~e Gig Linh 
~, tNf7J....'i2-e. ~~~~t.;Il.p ~ 

oist)i?jct.cm:iI~d ~ontactf\almost immediately. G.I'l£:;:::::&f n 
Sk-'=:-{~ ,:",-,~---,c~~-b~ ~ ~"'-f--'<' ~ 
,t.h,e~.oJ'=-e:::::;lilio~re"'b~':.t'h·y~;td,e;n~t-&=i~nvo ~ '<I eo Ei . t bed @ s t}C' '" t; t i 9 R Q f tAr e e 

N-VA 02111111 iIio\"tal"e and the; r crews..h:Y- naval gunfi re from the 

USS Saint Paul (CA 73) and the USS Hull (DO 945)~~",",1'Tl-. 
~ ~ VI/A- T 2.. ........... ____ .~....,._.s ----..R 7> 4 - Co, e ~.r-:s. 

\ 
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Two days later, the BLT was eh6~~ed to the 4th Marines 

and remained under its operational control for a period of 10·, 

days, "Fk.:e: B~ participat~in several fights in the Gio Linh­

and Con Thien locales. As in HASTINGS, tbe e " .. dR!- well-
~ 

constructedl\fortifications ,~9.e9FltQFl9 V!itR. IoIRie.fl were over-

come by air strikes, artillery, naval gunfire, tank fire, o'r 

a combination of these supporting fires. The SLF reembarked 
~~fr- .. --; ~ 

on the 25th of September w.:iUI a tsllyof 35 percent (254) 'Of 'c-- -

~ .. --.. ----

the enemy casualty toll .for PRAIRIrf6r the month of September. 

PRAIRIE continued through the particularly difficult 

monsoon season of 1966-67 with numerous spells of inaction fol­

lowed by heavy clashes. General Walt moved as many battalions 

into the area as his other commitments throughout ICTZ wou'9.~~ 
~o--I)...--{o ""'" :-e=::.. 14.. ~-~ rJv"1 ~~~~~w,J.-·'l'~I"'l 

allow. i\Army support uni~w-er8 iJ:l~ected git:'eet frsfR tR.e'ft1.tesr~"" 
C; including 8 self-propelled l75mm guns and 18 self-propelled 

~ ~-I-<. 6..--.. _L4>~~fr-o--/k... u.s. 
105mm howitzersA 'By 31 January_ the first phase of PRAIRIE 

terminated and shortly thereafter, the firing of artillery 

into and north of the DMZ against purely military targets was 

authorized. 
~---------.-r---------~-~"---~--'~' -.. _, 

/' 1~ 
same -t, me, 113-:; ~~. reparil=feM to rotate to 

F-------:;-r-----:::':7 ~Ah~ _a...,..: $ , .,...;d~ A 
r e h a7./i tat ion 1\ fJ v rvTC i 0 U /~ t 1 e 

b a ali 0 n s 0 f t h e?\ 8 1 2 t h Reg i m e,n't . The e n e Ij was 

an insta kions in 

the s er major 
-, 

,t,;, ",' .: \" 
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died of 

them " 

Marine air 

~enever under jPservation, 

t8 March, ove~oo more enem~,were dead. 

\ 
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BEACON HILL 

There was increasing concern over the enemy1s capability 

to overrun the Gio L{hh base and its prize of four l75mm guns. 

Operation PRAIRIE forces were still ~Bngerously thin for their 

1 a r geT A 0 Ran d ~~flree:-.-5S;tL:fF::""'· "tI~i/il' a~5~ot'f"te.e:-eer-ffmteorr'l~e~e:i:aHl-ll~eH:di-l:Yl-l:p).Counwtuo~sHc;..lr~e~QiH-A"'" . ...:tt..lR+l@'-~~ '"­
I~tern portion of the 

the following units in 

DMZ bo'~d~~lan~ -.lntel n gence7eport~ ,. n5~y_ 

the SLF fo.O).'.: theSth and 6th Battalions, 

812th Regiment; the 7th and 8th Battalions, 90th Regiment; and 

th.e~~~o~3~1~}ment (~ll NVA). 

-... ' l'1~n 20 March, TF 79.5, consisting of BLT 1/4 (Lieutenant 

Colonel Jack Westerman) and HMM-363 (Major Marvin E. Day), and 

an embarked detachment of UH-1E and CH-56 helicopters of the 

1st MAW, €-9IHllicte d a "and~on the .c.o.astnorth of .the Cua Viet 
,,- -- . ~\3 . 

River. Contact was light until the seeen~ ~ay when 1/4 un-

covered a group of 80 NVA and killed 14 in a two-hour battle. 

On the 22d, the battalion encountered an enemy company as it 

p..'1sIHHI Hest~tarel between Gio Linh and Con Thien_ In 'tI:lH i-n ... - P...ttd-~.' 
~~~ ~J ~~ 

""rt ...... a-ii.,..c'r!I'e-,-+L.j.,.h-e'P'''''''e---w·ef1'€f\.43 IHIQR:JJ'- dead"after a stiff engagement. A~e 

enemy ~iHle extel'lsive use.,(~ covered fighting holes, trenches, 

and connecting tunnels. Heavy infantry weapons W9~9 emplo¥ed 
~;~.. t'" 

ext e R 5 q V a 1~,Y"-, inc 1 u din g 57 mm r e c a i 1 1 e s sri f eSt 60 t 82 tan d 
\"<-,".,-:-,:4 '-1' -{., I '1--.. -. "t~'" ~,' ~. 

l20mm mortars, and .p-P-e-b-a-b-l-y-l.4·8mm rockets~~ . "'~-="'. -
.. ~, 
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~~E~~ __ --,; ~ 
~ -;r< "<:E as "P~1Irrali~~Y;-~1;n~5?~I:i:ow4::t.:.z:e:FW-ao~-d= a~t-=o:n:e:_:::plr.tTi·t-'-';ri'" 

t;h:e~o~€f!;a£t""i~o n • AQ 101 R 1:01 5 1:1 a 1 re"o"f:?+a-t i 0 lit 0 0 k I',-e=e e ~.n the sec tor 

cleared by Company B) ?the Marines found two dead NVA soldiers 

tied to 75-pound sandbags and their machine gun with heavy 

twi n'e. Despite conjecture, as to .Ae ' •• 50. for tb:' :~~;...g.e"t~ 
~~ ~ r ",~o ... Ib-H. ~ ~, 

-HI€la&Yra.,..no pos.,itive explanation WiHi )l'ev-e~.a. 

By the sixth day of the operation,~e BlT broke through 

two well-prepared defensive lines, consisti'ng of trenches and 

connect~_g tunnel S __ f.o~_c_ealed by hedgerows._,.a1;~~ ~ two-dJ 

~tion by ar_t.~1_1e~y ~nd~i-~J--~t~-;~st of -;R~ ~ 
---_._----- -

dwindled to intermittent sniper fire and enemy rear guard 
~ . 

. a.~v~i-t.y. On the 28th, the BlT -was chopped to the 3d Marines, o.-J) 

~"-~ 
as a blocking force~ 1,300 meters south of the perimeter at 

-I~~~ 
Con Th i en ~ h 8\1'Qer to co~~ a regimental push from th~ 

&:b 4---&00 ~ t,.~ ~",.v-r- • /) 
~\dI-~-r~ 

BEACON HILL came to a close on 1 April. J\BLT 1/4 b'eoe-a:me-

south. 

another 3d Divi.sion maneuver battali.on~i.ts supporting ele-

ments ~1 their separate ways to parent units. Its tel:lI" was .. 

~~*; a~ 2/3 assumed the duty as SLF BLT. ..1R 'the tally tha-t-
~ , 

for 334 NVA KIA and 31 weapons captured during BEACO~HILL. 
/~ (a..-. "':'~('.~-'( ---

I~ a ri n e los 5 e ssw ere 29 K I A and 2 3 0 WIlL \ @'n'e-e-xp-r-e,s sed rea son 
• _JI 

'/ for the low number of Marl ne KIA was. the BLT commander lsi n­

sistence upon digging in with an L-shaped (down and in) fight­

:~ing hole which provided reasonable overhead cover during heavy 
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, (2)) 
mortar attacks as well as close-in friendly fires.~ 
--------------.---.---------.~.~~-. 

Overall, BEACON HILL was characterized by heavier than 

normal contact -enGo~nterea in the mn tIH~:rn cfrastal la~H-a11-d--s~. win ~~c"1V ~. 
t-Re enemy s emphas is uponj'\mortarf and rocket~ G-Qrta.i 1'I1y !Hade ... 

~ ~~~.J~ 
the going more Qiffie~lt ~n [J4~evl0us ~~~Wce ~ 

..a. c 0 U P 1 e 0 f wee k s b e for e . i n OEJ:J{.liOJ I SF" I i.J:bQ.IM-.Rog=N'9'CI=i=P.r-trv~i~n·C' e • 

~_short~ the enemy was beginning to show signs of building up 

,: his s,u'P'p,o-¥'~'t"-trrra"Fl11S ca pa b l' I ty, as iii 9 the OM! a s a san c t uary . 

(2) Taped interview with Lieutenant Colonel Jack Westerman, 

CO BlT 1/4, HistDiv Tape No. 269 (S). 

\ 
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T~E SUMMER CAMPAIGN, 1967 

The PRAIRIE series and ~E~CON,HILL operations were marked 

by an fncreasing number of"stindcla'shes w'ith the enemy in the 

DMZ region.E'v~n ,tne,~gh enemy casualties rQ-s-e-s-i-~i#e-a-R-t-1-y-, ;"-= 
i t c.e.r...t.aJ..rL.ls:..-.did....JlJ)..t.-:d-i-m..:j R i s n, t h'e Co til HI U II i s tis d e term ina t ion J ---

_J.9-r_il-v-i-&:t-OT-y.' B'etwee'n June' ;'966 and the ~pring of 1967, 

General Giap ~19 new battalions into the DMZ, bringing 

the Communist forces to a total of 37 battalions with a cor-

re s po nd; n 9 inc rea s e ins up po rt in g arms. rh+s-i-n·f1"'1l'?re-a-u.s.eLa­
-E~~-~ 

fj'ew-a·n·d-rreTg1i't"e'n·e-~-r-o r 'W"CfFfa rei n 1:he- m-eR th 5 :&h-a-t-nr'i'I""oW'e-d-;--

The Communists made three offensive thrusts into Quang Tri 

Province during the period April-September 1967, reinforced by 
(*) 

artillery, mortars, and rockets generally located north of 

the Ben Hai River within the DMZ. These offensive efforts were 

often popularly referred to as the "Summer Campaign of '67." 

...etrt acttrallJ' ,ali F,am A\3ri~ tll/voyh 3eptem-e-er af t-I:rat y-ea-I". 

The first of these thrusts took place in the Khe Sanh area, 

south of the western reaches of the DMZ, during the latter part 

of April. A second offensive effort took place in July around 

Con Thien, northwest of Don9 Ha, which was probably the biggest 

in terms of enemy troop commitment. In September there was a 
It{ 

(*) 

J<.I:le 

c rea sin 9 1 y t.t+r-Q.U.g-ITe-ttt-t+i-s--p-e-r+crd- i nth e e a s t ern hal f 0 f the 

DMZ areaJl'ct..--.-:..--r" < Il_~ y<J~ I 
oJ-"'(' !,: 
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third attempt, a heavy weapons attack of greater volume and 

duration supporting multi-pronged infantry assaults in the 

Con Thien area. ~iel these three e1remy ctM--ves=4n 18 f1ay, the 

3d Marine Division, bot~ SLFs, and ARVN forces undertook a mas­

sive combined'operation a~~~~y within the eastern portion of 

the DMZ south of the Ben Hai. This marked the first penetra­

tion of the southern half of the DMZ in the war by U.S. forces. 

Aside from inflicting 837 enemy KIA, the Allies served due 

notice to Hanoi that the southern half of the DMZ was no longer 

privileged territory. 

There v~as a def~ role 4 the SLFs in repelling these 

thrusts and in the Allied counter drive into the DMZ in May 
~ 6l.PQ 

1 967 ~..};j.e-i-r-a-s-s i stan c:e-crTo1tg=-t+l'~a.s-r..e<q.u-i-}:&e"J . 
""-~~,~ 

t~~~~SrL~rs~p~r~o~~ ~ reserve for III MAF that could be 

1 d d 't' 1 ~~ ~k'h' emp oye expe 1 lOUS y--\\!~r It Has ror iR' ~H:tt1+&U's~ 

-1-' ~~...I--"- b..:... ()y- • t ~ b' Th a"l OR ~-:r~P:'l!~l'FfS;\;l, ~ on an 1 n-coun ry I''''~ ~ e 

res ponse in the ;~lfi 11 /;~hts" at Khe Sanh was -a/c-t~ examp 1 e 

of this flexibility. ~ .. 
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:f ~ KHE SANH: THE HILL FIGHTS () 
. -

Shortly before midday on 24 April 1967. First Lieutenant 
"" f " '" 

Phi1ip'~H.Sauer of Company 

) ~ 'V' (FO), a r\d i ~',' o,~ e,ra to,;, an d two rifl emen 

bl ish " ~' (/(' 1 ~~ ;an observati '\ po'St. '~oni'e '2'00 m-eteA'from 'the top, the ~ro'uPI, 
~ 1 ~ 'was_~mbus hed .~_\rhXlead man was k i 11 ed ins tan tly by a bu r~\ o'f 

~ 1'1 :fire from a bamb\o thicket just five away. The secorid 

\; ~rifl eman and the ;)di a opera tor also was 1 ast s;"" 

~l On 1\ the FO managed to es cape. 

, ~j ~ Subsequently aft~~~ the-ai!lb-ll-s.f:l-, 

the 2d ~,\oon of Company B 

to retrieve the b~ies of the pa~y and 

to de t e r m:\ e the s i z e 0 f the en e,my un it; nth ear ea. S t~\ 1 t h il y 

working their way through the Sh~-edged elephant grass on the 

site, they came ~n ~ two of the bodies, b~\" 
~p~ \ 

victims of 

King called ,,,,a UH-34 to pick up . 

As the choppe touched ground, all 

crest of the hill. Dashing through 

~athed. The chopper, however, 

but still manage~o flyaway from the e~emy 

Hue y gun s hip s ass i)~ as esc 0 rtf 0 r the 'UH - 3 4 

took 35 

gunners. 

:immedi ately 

,of 861. It 

t)"~'~~Y 
~~~-

enemy~er fire on the crest 

that at least a -'reinforced company was i 

)', J" , ,'._ ' .. 1', ,1', - I • ,I 

SECRET 
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in position there (later assessment 

a battalion. 

Thefig~:, 'expanded a's Marin'e ar~iller, and 

marta r~ S ,ta r t~d t,o",pou nd.H; 11 861. S i mu Haneou s 1 y. ,e 1 s t 

and 3d Platoons of\Company,B were"diverte, from a posi't{on 

:~:O:o::::~: t:df;::::rt:e::'~:'i:6:~ . t::t:~e:~i::t:::::gand' 
t\aversin g only 300 mete s, they met a fusilla~ of automatic 

we,pons fi re. Us i n9 thei r GOmm mortars to extrhoa te the; r 

ri g\t f1 a nk. the Ma ri nes s 00 enc(u tered a NVA 

count\rmortar fire which force scramble 

cure positions where they could The men 
\ 

B--and ~eny other Marines--were tough fight. the 

"Hi 11 Fi ~\" were underway. \\ 

se-
--

The qUe\tion of why the communist\ chose the Khe sanh\ 

area over other access routes into Quan 9\Tri Province~ moot as' 
it may be, was\lOgic.aJ_i~n-v.j.ew,,"of their e*\{)erience in HASTINGS\ ,.---

'and PRAIRi~ rugged foothills and 10~dS to the east. 

\They had been cons}stentlY thwarted in these areas in 1966 and 

lea.rl y 1967. DesPite\the remoteness of Khe san~from the enemy's 
\ \ 

'u l\t.i mat e 0 b j e c t i v e sin 't h e low 1 and s, the r ewe r en' \m e r 0 usn a t u r a 1 
\ \ 

f e a t:ll res t hat we ref a v 0 r a'b,\ e . The K he San h are a, W i\ its , 

c lou ~;s h r 0 U d e d hill s ( the h i'g h est b e i n 9 1 t 1 0 5 met e r s l\n he; 9 h t;) , 
\ , \ 

its he a ~W j un 9 1 e can 0 p y ( r; s ; n"g ash i 9 has 60 fee t ), a n d~ s ' 

dense ba~\ thi ckets and s prea;~ of elephant grass i ntersp,~sed 
with mountar~ streams, made a fine, although difficult, approach. 

. ';,c\"", SECRET 0 -
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/ M 0 reo v e r , /e x ten d, e d p 1 at) au. was 1 i 9 h t 1 y 

manned: had recently left/~'h~ ,area and 71Y a reinforced 

rifle com any, 8/1/9, remained. 'Elsewhere im the area'lthere 

were. on y'a handful of u/,rmy spec?:;. a I trces advi s 01' 
coupl d, with '~ Mari:nel.@mb~nedi, ,Actdo~ mpany in Khe lanh n 

unl t of So'uth Vl etname'se r'regul ars at nZearbY Lan'g 
/, , 

bat t elr y a t K S C B . its e 1 ~ 2/ 1 2),' and i h eAr my I 5 

/

175mm guns, milJ(away, at theJockPil. and camp/carrOll. It 

was a Sh~.~~9 force that depended upon air ~r logistical 

support"fotentiallY ri;hlum for the Commu'nists to pick. 

Th je was good rea s (>n why there were s /few U. S. and 

fri endp forces at Khfnh. The Mari nef Cam La, Can T~'i en, 

and G,io Linh had bjn tied down with P~/IRIE and BEACON ~,rLL 

and were drawi n 9 lea vi 1 y upon the aV~1l a b 1 e uni ts wh i c/&ere 

already verYlhinlY stretched over ~he 3d Division are of 
*) ~ 

responsibilit~. The contenti~ among the Marine lanners was 

that if KheJSanh did erupt, a reshuffle by air was the obvious 
j / 

cou rse of/act ion. Thus j L't-jkth'a't- BIl /9 was :L i gned to 

the KSCS/in a relatively static TAOR, emphaSiZ!:~ patrolling, 

periodic reconnaissance-in-force activity, and interdiction by 
/ 

artillery and air--in short, checking NVA infiltration. There 
i 

were just not enough Marines, helicopters, and logistical backup 

/ 
(*) ~ 3d Division ha~only 9 infantry b~alions 
time/o cover 4,000 sqJ.re miles. There w!as simply 

infantry to control th{S immense area ade~uatelY. 
SECRET 
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in April 1967 in northwestern rCTl to employ the mobile-base 

concept seen in late 1968 and thereafter. 

Apparefltly, in view of the events as they transpired, 

the enemy scheme for taking Khe Sanh involved striking Camp 

Carroll, ,Can Thien,. Gio Linh; Dong Ha, and Phu Bai by fire as 

a diversionary measure and to disrupt any aid that might be 

forthcoming. Also, they hoped to cut Route 9 by NVA sapper 

teams between Cam Lo and Khe Sanh to prevent any overland 

reinforcement. The final touch to his plan was to mount a 
C; I." I !'/' .. (\<"-r.J( ....... -v-"~ C-f 

d i ve r s ion a r y g r 0 u n d a t t a c k a 9 a ins t t h,e' C I D G cam pat Lan 9 Ve i , 
·':.-A 

approximately seven kilometers southwest of KSCB. All of 

these subsidiary efforts were directed to support the major 

thrust of the 325C NVA Division which was to attack from the 

northwest and capture KSCB. 

As it turned out, almost everything went off according to 

plan except the 325C DivisionIs main thrust. In this instance 

Lieutenant Sauer' 5 ;r:~p~~l'~~~~~mY~i~to acti on on 24 "" 

April, instead of the probable intended invasion date of 1 

May. The other ancillary diversionary and blocking efforts 

(some 1,200 mortar, rocket, and artillery rounds descending 

upon the various fire support and logistics bases and the 

disruption of Route 9) took place on the 27th and 28th 'of 

April.. The Lang Vei attack followed on 4 May. 

The 3d Marine Division Headquarters responded quickly by 

assigning the 3d Marines (Colonel John P! Lanigan) to counter 

the NVA forces in the area. On 25 April, 3/3 (lieutenant 
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Colonel Gary' at Dong Ha landed at KSCB. 

Lieutenant Colonel Wilder~s ord;..vs/were to assume ope.rational 

contro of 8/1/9 north of 86/and to'develop t/.i-(uation to 

det in entions. Since Khe anh was threat-

ed by the enemy~s 

mander moved dir (a fte r 

on Hill ba.tta1ion com-

on 

the 25th. Comp y B, 1/9 was to attempt a 

link-up wi the two Platoon~rth of 861 while 1/3/3 was to 

e h i1 1 mas sit s e 17'/ The bat tal ion bog 9 e d d.O~"'; nth e 

withering fi}e( The next day Wilder oLod K/3/9, 

from Camp ca'~~oll, to assist B/1/9 W£h was suffering 

heavy casualties. After completion of~e extrication of 1/9 

and withdrawing 1/3/3 from the low~slo~es 
~J',,:.a_t 05300nth~ " 27th) .jthe Sl~~ 2/3 (li eu tenant/Co 1 one ~ 

,i..> ()' Earl R. Delong), relieved 3/3 on th,e--a-Qproaches of 861./The 

{~ 1.< B'l; /~aZle en w i";~b~' ,;t;:;;;rr~"~;h i b ~Ls ope r:atlci;' 2p k 11 orne -~ 

;< J te-rs orth~Hue, shutyt'led to Khe s{nh.,~chopped~ 
I ft / /' ~ \.:..-" 

. ~~/~ Mar~~!~j~~b~~~~~fi1~d-e-r~~S--f~~0-~-J-~-.-r-e-t-u-r-ne-wd~~t-O-~-~-~=B=.-=A=f=~-'-~ 

.? \vf . ~ /". , /: . . r 7 /·J.iJ"\ the b~meanwhi ,B/l/1.-/A-Ved by air a.wd with F/2/..-rt/ _' 

N l . if ~{f ~d a ~oN'i s ion a 1 a rct,Yll e ry 9 ro u.p un de;-: omma n.d--0.a~ 
L\,r\~\.'\-v::._ ,/ ,,' "\f ~ /Richard 'J. Wheelock. 

~ .f\ 
.~ ,>(l\ By 1 ate afternoon of the 28th, the 3d Mari nes uni ts were 
-.,r 
y~ in position to attack the NVA-dominated hills north of KSCB • . , 
I 

The ;J!-r--:;,e h ill s .).n-v'o)v e d for me d .. a n , a p pro x i m a ~ e r ~9 h t t ria n g 1 e 
/.' _ / .-/. _,-./-.J, .':7 , 'j! 

>i,t~8;81 J~,o'rth (N) lat th.e,.-a'Pex a.!1.d".·~§.J'.{S) and",/'861 on the ,);e.-
/ /" / . ._/ /' jc'" / / 

spy.t"i~e left and. rfght extremi'ties of the b,a.s·e~ The d"is-t~ 
J 

/ \ 
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to 88l~(Wt,:>7 ,000 
(' -, 

The 3d Marines • concept of attack called for the ~-e-' 

9 f the t b r e e b ~ ~.J,..s-wJ:l...t-€=I L 'O'v=effo'c,.k<e=cJ=KS'&B .~~.. 'f'*tee S L F bat tal ion 
C:J/~ I' -, 6! () 

-~ to assault 861 with Wilderts battalionAin trace ~~~~ 

-p e s-i-t ion s O1:t'&R-o-~b.e-h..i..l..1-ma,s.s... 0 n c e the hill was sec u red, 

3/3 was to swing westward, clearing the terrain in its ad­

vance, to ultimately seize 881S. In coordination with the 3/~ 
.~ S'b..F" 

attack, ~/after consolidating 861, was to advance toward 

881N to screen the right flank of 3/3 and reinforce if re­

quired. With the securing of 861 and 881S, ,3/3 was to advance 

in a northwesterly direction to support 2/3 in its initial 

assault of the final objective, 881N. 

Aft~r a heavy preparation by aircraft of the, 1st Marine 
I 

Aircrati Wing and artillery at KSC~, 2/3 attacked 861 and 
/' 

enco~~tered onlj sporadic mortar fire~ By 1630 the;battalion." " 
.. d:'-'--~--I ''''I~r;;.""":,,,·) 

~ secured the hi 11. I fI- e 1 a ffi Be J"'i Ii 9 0 ve \' t ~ e I:H}ffi 8 8 1 ,3 s t q el eEo Ii @j U @!$ b.,. 

-pie r~ a r i n e s- f 0 u n d 0 v e r 2 0 0 fig h t ; n g h ole s, 4 m 0 r tar p 0 sit ion s , I 

11 sleeping bunkers, and ~everal weapons and grenades. They 

found n9'enemy dead but they did recover th~ bodies of six 

Narines who had fallen in 3/3 1 s first fight there. thanks to 

by Marine air and the artiller1 group 

DECLASSIFIED 
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SECRET 
arms and 60mm /,ttar fire. Re Pl.9'ri'9 with arti.llery ~-close 

air strikes, (he company neutr.a1ized the enemy a ~ontinued 
the While N/3/9 w 

A. 

contact what 

f rce. Again 

(errect. 

of 3/3 headed 

ed to Intermediate 

artillery 

// 
M/3/3 conti 'ued 

\ The next mo~ning M/3/3 moved out and its lead platoon 

reached the cr~ of 8815 at 1025, encountering light small 

'1/ ,( .. arms fire. ~e Marines committed a,n+b'ther platoon to,,,the fight 
,ll"lU\ . / / 

(, ',·",.;t ' ,·! 'and were by a tremendous fusrfll ade of automa:tti c weapons 
1\'; I 

, 

I i, I VI .- . 

camoufl aged 

Thirty rounds 

a1ready furious ain. 

pla oon of M/3/3 joinea in and 

co ter gunships and~ixed-Wing 
1 j 

perched in 

to the crescendo 

, 3/) and the 

a via ent battle ensued. 

the po-

sitions with ordn(nce, in some 

Narines· positiaiS. Despite e pummeling by air and artillery 

before and du:r{~g the attac , numerous strongp(ints kept up 
l! - {/ 

thei r murderous fire / 
/ 

At night~all /3/3 was ordered to d~sengage and withdraw 

to I n t e r m e d i at 0 b ~ e c t i ve A un de reo vel' 0 far til 1 e ~ y and m 0 r tar 

fir e . E vfn 0 ugh t,h,e-r-e- h'a d bee n 324f, 7 5 0 po u n d s a f a v i a t ion I I ... ; /.(d / 

ordnance; d 1,685 rounds of a711ery: exp~ndel/an the hill mass. 

,it was C?};{vious that further ~reparatian was_necessary. /There 

r 'sECiET 
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,,,. 
/.r ;-

'were 43 Marines killed a1Jd 109 wounded, 90 of whom wer,e, 
.ell 

e v a c u a t ~G,a,s,e,s,., ~' 
-,1"; 

,.-::,!,r 
, -Y' 

bornbardi~t11e'Chill and reorganiz-

ing 3/3,for the assault~ ,The;r:lst?MA<W dispatched 166 so/es to 

Khe Sanh to a:thundertng ,650,000 pounds of ordf1ance, / 

2, OOO-pouridbo":pi :' 'Major Wh'ee1 OCk'~'"ers>" " 

r more artille~~unds, As the day wtre on 

NVl:" ' ._" ,began to wi.~n. After three pa ticularly vicAous 

air s rikes, an enem~~atoon fled from i bunkered ~ions 
; n tot h e 0 pen w her e/~ h e i n fan try men 0 f cut the m dow n . A 1 s 0 

'/ ~ 
'dU ing this prep~'F~tory period, M/3/ (departed fol' Dong Ha and 

the regf~enta 1 res erve, m",v..{{ to fi 11 iv01 d. Company 

frown into become the reg i men t re,s"e rye . 
~' / 

~-k-e-o-n' 2 M a/.'~- 3/ 3 ass au 1 t ~,€If'" 8 81 S . The e f for t 

'-' Ie fire met the advancing 

e established on he hill, the battalion 

dly built bunkers on ty 
spite direct hits with 50 -:0 

air strikes. These 

antiaircraft 

The location of the fightin presented 

bands of automa 

ositions capable of' ',/ 

c weapons fi re. WI~l( 
, another immediar was knocked 0 

the gap, a technique 49 yearS?rlier 

Wood by Marines of a era. As usual, the 
,I ' 
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the 
/~. 

1e fl e 1 d by the 

were 303' NV 

l:l1e.fi,lld,l objeGtive, 80HhllObf caiile jllto tile liilielight:'" 
'-i'" '-/ I I 1.- I~~:-'"'-~~-=::"':::-'J"~" ,1 

The SLF b~it~li~~,2/j~adbee~ pushing northwest since the 

28th, clearing the ravines and ridges in its path. The Marines 

passed over two intermediate objectives and were finally in po-

sition for an assault of the hill. K.i_~):j§ affalt 1025 on 2 

May, Companies E and G moved out with H in support. All three 

companies experienced sharp action. As Company E neared the 

crest of 881N, a terrific squall. typical of the area, develop­

ed with gusts of blinding rain blowing up to 40 miles an hour. 

Appreciating the control problems the poor visibility was caus­

ing, Lieutenant Colonel Delong pulled back to more defensible 

terrain for the night. His decision proved t? be~1:!;~dent, 
(01 TIM ~m'J'~ - y-s a t 0 4 1 5/ E / 2 / 3 e x per i e nee d a s a vag e A N V A a t t a c k, b.lfy-'6-t \W.': oo-""'-'C:=el,e::tI'.nil11~'1:~l'f1't'!J=e. e'S~' 

s.y:~r.ted b,¥ mQ'~" The northeastern portion of the perimet~r 

was overrun. Shortly thereafter, First Lieutenant Frank M. 
\ 

Izenour took his 1st Platoon from the western edge of the peri­

meter to halt the penetration. The men were cl'b4 tll5tly stopped 

by two enemy machine guns and took several casualties~~ tAe 

process. Izenour asked for help from the company commander, 

Captain Alfred E. Lyon, who immediately sent 11 engineers as 

infantry into the fight. )l;f'6el" hhat Sefrme8 at:! 8tQ'I2~it;)'s tR8 

a:ttack W-.Q1ii ~l=ed w'ith considerable help from the.artillery- -
;,- . 
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The price in lives was steep. The Marines lost 27 men 

I killed in action and 84 wounded. The Communists lost 137 
! 

i killed by actual body count and another 124 based upon sight-

,ings and blood trails. There were also three POWs in the 
! 

: accounting. +-tlc-ertem:y wa-s~P1'"e'tt alFtJ ~l=y.=.a.b]e tQJoJLo • .w~~ 

';'.lJ p ~a,t..;t-.a-e-k-w+t't1'"=tWo=f-e-e1J4=efJ'f"O"b'e-S'=W'~.r:e= .. ~, 

I -----------------~-- •. ---------------

': (3) Interview with lstLt Frank M. Izenour, USMC, dtd 12 May 

'1967, Tape No. 2105 (Oral History Collection, HistDiv, HQMC) (5). 

\ 
. \ 
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commander his executive o~ cer, and capturin 

off 39 i rr gul ars. The e7.f suffered only no !!~J~as_~al ties 

I d"a.~,?l:.t;:~~~d~:.r:~w_~!.;~esPite eb!~clll __ 
I ~ by/the defendersV-In response to th' s threat from the 

I s d-u :h w est. the 3 d ,6,;, vis ion sen t C /l / 2 aug men t K he San h I . 

! against any further possible attacks. 

On the morning of the 5th, Delong's battalion assaulted I 
I 
I 

~ 881N from positions it had secured the day before on the southern 
! 
i extremity of the hill. 
! 

Company F met increasing resistance as! 
i 

I it worked its way up the slope. The company held up to let 

I aircraft and artillery clear the path of advance and then 

I pushed on as Company E laid down a base of fire. At the same 
, 

: time Company G swung around in an enveloping maneuver from the , , 
I nor t h . Fa c i n g 0 n 1 y 1 i g h t s nip e r fir e. the M a ri n e sse cur edt he: 

~last of the hill masses at 1445. Hill 881N was theirs. 

i For the next few days. there w(~_r~~L~~-l:~J!~s,e¢~~:~z.~~~f 
! acti vi ty except for deep pa trolsGTING RAVt\insertions. and : I 

Isupporting arms interdiction of apparent and suspected enemy ! 
I ! 
I . 
. r 0 ute 5 0 f e 9 res s • ~.pe-ww""e-rl "F'e-_--c:_s"j5e~J'Fie:rr~a_"'Tl--c:_S;i'i'gmlrr'l'.t...;'i .. -t1nFfg",",'5--£,o,.J ] 0 wed u P-
I- ~.-,'(-- :,:._r,,,/JC:~ 'L., Iflc::--rIO~ ------( --- : '~_"-I ".:,~. ~.C_:...".: :.- ... I',;' [I.: 

I 1':_L 

:'~Er;RET 

DECLASSIFIED 



1·'I·~\;~G GUi~~ (5302) 
:")!.I;Hoe~". :l,:' r: :n- ;J,lCJL'C-;: 0;: 

DECLASSIFIED 

:/ A tw~ platoon force from F/2/3 was patrolling on the low~r 

<I . s lop e 0 f Hill 77 8 , ' 3 , 200 me t e r s tot hen 0 r t h we s t 0 f 881 N , 
, M ~ -"'-- .. :.."..J ~-a--. 6-=--
· when s.nipet= ;:we-G,~~t from the ridgeline to the front. : , J /;<'1.,4 I 

~-:i11e Leathernecks ,reactei~ by deploy~i--flto a skil"ffllsACl"s \ 'fs'r--: 
~c .... _-" " ~~~~ . 

'Altatiot:l ancL ~e.ade.d up the ridge~gQR1:'t, the ridge erupted 

; wi th sma 11 arms and mortar fi re as well as grenades. The 

· Marines suffered numerous casualties including the company 

'commander. This time artillery was not immediately available 

· because of communication difficulties. Finally afte:1 milch 

sf1"6:::fI2 jed -sw-1·tcli i""glI~q u en c i es an a=--=rnr'lti-e s s tra n s mre t1 n"g=;=r ' 

: Second Lieutenant Terry M. Weber managed to make contact with 

; another station which relayed his fire request to the KSCB 

i batteries. The enemy at this point began to disengage. They 

'were not in bunkered positions this 'time and they well ~ealized 

'that the Marines would soon be raking them over with artillery. 

· In fact as the NVA withdrew, the Khe Sanh batteries and 60mm 

mortars from Company E to the south opened up. 

When contact with the P8wiea enemy unit ceased, the 
~ 

, Ma r i n e s EI i 5 e 6 vel e cl 31 N VA de ado nth e bat t 1 {"~ i tea 1 on 9 wit h 

-----· 203 freshly dug graves of previous enemy victims of,the~~il1 

\ 
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V?I~G GUIDE (5602) 
ilOrOGilil?rllS R~?,nD:;~(;Q;: 

S~-tijE'--T-'-----
~- ~~ , 

: t· ht II . ~lg . S. - ?~bq)l es based OR si ~l9thf~s and-bJ.g.g.d tril 11 S i~"- __ 

: anoth.e~4!L.k.-i--1-=~s.. Therewas';l~v,-~,qn,siderable amount of individ-' 
, " 
: ual eq'ld'p:~~nTarid ri\:;e' l'ef"f"beh'in;d' by the departing enemy. ~ 

, 1':;- ,,-:, 

, In contxa,st, ",the,-,Mar,i.n,es lost 24 dead and 19 wounded, most of: 
, • ,_ I. ,< , ,_ I •. ,\. '-'"w .1 ,L " '," _ ,_ 

:' ...... i'tsm "el"ere~i hthe' 'i'n f-tfa'l'poi nt- b 1 an k fusillade. 

'The /J.ih" :~i9h't~"'~nd~dI6;~'J:'1~2i ~laY~-;th'~:r~ '~~re "94cO • NVA' -an~- , 
155 Marines dead as a result of the struggle. The SLF suf-

fered 76 dead of this number as well as 228 wounded. The 

battles fought around Khe Sanh were a far cry from the hit­

and-run, encount~rs with the Communists elsewh~re in ICTZ. 'The 
~~~'-'t-~~-~ ~~e;! ".J 

. ~lr....!b,e~a.l.!:la~~}~~ ;i'1r!j~ ; 
: ~ ens e. not s,% teJ=¥=a,s a.--g-1J.e~tbi=l~loa f-o,~ ce-.~· O..f.l-c.e.-comm.i-t,te,d-= . 
: 

,,..t.a.c..t..j c b G \1 ~~~cl- f~.=a AI-EI--e-e*~~HM4:tl-"5"a~o€IoQ.4~~:i-~ 
i-n -4-j 5 ~,.y empl aced , frtltioll reinforced bunkers. 

,Marines' reseonse was just as determined and because of their, 
- - -- . \ 

I mOQi lJt.>::',_._ their:.....a~ i ve fl'l-~Y attaGI\S=,-=aJJ.cLth.ej.r.. s uperi or 
I 

i sup port i n g_i!rms~,---"~e=e-omlln::rrri'"S"'t"" s rrf's't el'-Cl''Cta--c'mlle1Ft~lt~·o'r:t-- Kh e 
I ~' - --

i S~~-th--~e.. ~ 
. ·14 e 5 a A-A ~i;~~ a:ij. irllWh::i:b:.j:o;y:S.....o.s..J.e£,..1;,;L)ke Q rea:.. 
: ~ .' ~7 I~~ 

,v '.~' the SLF BLT, exec~ting its deepest{/inland' move, was t-h-e-r-e-. 
0\ ~~~-k ~ "- . ¢, . »Ai .0.I-s pot when mos t needed~ 'R~ --':! to ~. Th is mobil e 

/. versatility was instrumental in inf1u.encing the course of the 
"-

"hill battles"and proved to be a trump card for III NAF in 

countering the Communists' endeavors there. 
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TYP;~G GUIDE (5302) 
?J·~DTI)G~I~PI·: I C R:::~~~D8JC;" I o,~ 

---- ---- - ---- - ------- --- -- ------- ---- -------- - ---- - --- ----1 
i 

ENTRY INTO THE DMZ 
e-.; f 71 ;i q .. ) 

-:~hi, t~) ~~A _ 325C _ Divl'.s_10n"n\./as --;-ijlt' la:1;pgis=tv r'ecupe r a td~ 

from jt5""d;';~'b~iR~ iR'tit Khcra~'"~Y1~':~-·"~-lielii.q Ila: C 9 I~ 
I 

~~ ,'- :I~ ~ s: :- ~Q' 4' 

:iP~~;::;::-
I C '-I li I, JI UI! 1 ._-\;) '- ... 11" :1,ICll, D, 1,1_ I ,I .. :.... Ilk I't 11- .... 'LJ c ,1~ J ) I 

J-w..i..t.h j Q Mare> 1311 I '6 EI :;;~k "EM'S t . 
- ~ -.Jo -n.....:... ~ 

ills OP~itS erigil'ls iii Febl u1i1Y 1967 dUl ilig 
~~~i/~6~ i 

PRAIRIC--H-: At ti'lat tiffle authority was granted to fire artil": 

lery into and north of the buffer zone to interdict infiltra-

tion routes. This artiJlery support provided much need ---------.:- .. 
, 

to the air strike program in the area. --w.+t-A- the I 

~ L I 

Marines be~i·ngN'unable t~£u_~_sue the enem~ physically 1n-fOtfre k:...,,! 
-- '" ""-NVA ~"l~l~ used the DMZ as a springboard ,. 

'------- - -- -
i ~ 

7 • ( l? 11...., ('i~1?, I -f- .• ~-.- -
, -t::oe-fu:zc P is (diWl'"bP- 0 I" iql" iii e:i:c;4 ;qy \k ~ 

In the 13th anniversary of the fall of Dien Bien Phul\a ; 
I 

two-battalion NVA force, covered by heavy mortar, rocket, and i 
r'P/b' ~1k. I 

art ill e r y bar rag e s h-i=·t-1;;..rg- all e a s t ern DMZ s t ron gpo i n t s ~ s t r u d k 
~ o:i-

: out to seize the fJglltpg;s1; of Con Thien. The attackers,.....e\i-
I 

rectl¥ supported by mortars ar.:1(;i flamet"re.~ were ultimatel,Yr 
I 

repulsed ey 1/4 ;1:1 a hard and bloody /attltL rAe efleFfl;y-l--crs't i, 

197 KIAs, 10 pews, ahd 72 weapons. 

, 

I of the DMZ for artillery and ground rocket firing sites in-
\ 

i creased. 'Hi@ region spilth of the Ben Haj ",as IIsed fsl" tlte 

" _. ;, ~; r 
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shQ r"t8r J~r::Ig~~ wea".~I'~;~I05d' .. 6Iid locket'S, 6f1d _ Hie Fl91"-HI. 

,for the longer-ranged g5s (laLe,rlZ2s, 130s, and 152s1. Al-
, ... __ _ r.~·/11:.;,·:;,.o..; 

'to ge toe r'~" tHe're wer'e:s 'ome4'~ 266 mortar', -ro'eke t , and art i 11 e ry 
, ! .,~; .' " )::1.:) I,' 

rounds fired at Marine positions in the area during the.month 
. ~. i',._l ~'''.J' .:::'.:.~-; t:!':'_~:',' I~.\: '1-" I.,· , 
:of MaY·:.~.'=-F·!I':(. fJi'(~,::S "~'~ E':-, :~: i\I(~r. 1-;:,,:1. ~~'Llr '_!"~ 

J Beca:use'o·r ih'i's t.lirea:tE?nhl'g~)actfvttY~ ComUS'MACV 'iss·i.IE~d-~a)·: 

Idirective granting~;~i~i;r'i~~ 'IY~' friendly forces to enter the: 
i 
I 

'portion of the DMZ buffer zone that was in fact RVN territory,' 

ii.e. the area south of the Ben Hai River. The concept of the 

plan called for one ARVN and two USMC operations. The code 

I 

names were HICKORY for the 3d Division units, BEAU CHARGER for: 

,SLF ALFA, and LAM SON 54 for the five ARVN battalions. SLF 
I 
,BRAVO was to move ashore4\to join HICKORY once the oelflldlloJ 

~ -.' (4) 
operation was underway ,(nder the code-name of BELT TI.§J:!.l>. 

jThe general scheme involved the movement of these forces to 

the Ben Hai, whereupon they were to drive south on roughly 

:parallel axes, destroying enemy units, installations, and 

:supplies. I 

A major facet of the plan included development of a: 

ifree-fire zone involving evacuation by South Vietnamese National 

;Police of some lO,OOO,noncombatants living within the buffer, 

zone. I n order to p.r-es.e.rve..~:;r-:uI;=O~t4 8Ft, dTs-frf-! 
/y; (-I : I, I, .{-I.' . ' 

"b,u;;tgrJH1- 8 f, the p 1 a n was wi"'#f.fR~'-d u n til the 1 a s t p r act i cab 1 e . 

rno men t" tJuJ S cr"€ :EA~dJ,tI.9=~-flI¥=Cl=fI}4-A4:mufJl=O-F Ill€ a-e-t.,.;j.,e'FI ~=n==~ . -------.- .... ~- .. - ."-- _ ........ _.- , -

(4) This was the first time both SLFs were committed in the 

same operation, though not under the same OPCON. 
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?!~G GUIOE (8682) 
IjTOGR:~Pl':" C q:: iJ!~C»:":C C 1 0:: 
,'j:r 12,-:(;; 
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' 

: tM~e-v-e-n-t----(Tf--.-e'0ilfp7N)·m-i-s-e-~r--, , +, ~ ~-<,_--X2 _____ 

cT-h-e support of this, oper.atJor) swas ~-fl-r-Q.d~i--g+eus than any 
I '~s' ,',:;, cr,I,;s:. ' [, ',.,' ;',' 'i' : "',,',' I ,;,' tjil?1(//t 
,previou:~ 1,~~)7~~~t)i,~;n in the DNZ. The U.S. and ARVN forces'~ fire! 

ilsuPPP~t;:i',wa?- a:~gm~n~ed~by' t.he 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, the 

:cruiSe;rsCiSa;'r'!''ti c Pa~u l'a-nd' Boston" 'and seven des troyers (5 i xU. S. 
! '., '.: ,'" . 'l'~ :"; '\ "I' . I ~ .. ,. I," ::;l"fllll"~ \. ,"_ ,1:, l' -, "3 1-; 

,and one Austral'iarl) ,'as well' as "a'ireraft from the 'Seventh Air: 

:Force and the Seventh Fleet. The bulk of this support was for: 
i 

the direct suppression of NVA artillery north of the Ben Hai 

,River. On occasion, in the case of naval gunfire ships, it be-

'came a question of counterbattery fire with NVA shore batterie~. 

/ The 1 8 t h of May was D - Day. Itt urn e d 0 u t to be a rat her 

.~" :bright, sunny mcr~ but the ch~ ... y--weather did little to 

'oJl't' idispel theZous pall caus~ the impendin/,,,atlon. There 

\ :was t~ual barking ~ers and the /,.}e of last minute: 

! 'IJ.4rations fo~e: the hef/f packs, ammunit~~n .loads, 

'~eqUipmen~~ther shoulde~ting impedimenta~f<amiliar 
\ ito ~€'ver-b urdened i nfan t.ryman. For 7M,a-rr;;-es ashore at 

:oGng Ha and othernea~~cales, it meant moving from one 

ii:dust,Y- LZ to anotJ:l'?'qUally dusty LZ. :V~Colonel James A. 
~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~J 

,Gallo's Special Landing Force ALFA (BLT 1/3 commanded by Lieu-· 
I 

'tenant Colonel Peter A. Wickwire and HMM-263 by Lieutenant 

Colonel Edward K. KirbYl.Ft~~~ ~~t~f-th·~ -DMZ~'-t-h-e-s';~~~; --"'~ 

was di ffe'rent. At fi rs~~~c"tthe s~~le of- hel)),9-?ters ' \ 

Oitrt"' evd,~, ootf a ann ~ LPHL~./p'erfect ac'~(:Lrop fOlr I 
. . /.. ~"'<I=';(_/' .'. lJ : j ia '7P-crultlng poster o-r~a flasb.,yvPub'1Ic"1-A-f.-ormatl0'n OffIce : 
./ / / . 

'Photograph--the/Navy-Marine Corp's amphibious te'am in full - -, r 

~. -----, --- /...-'~- ;:,\ / 

,. ~ . - -
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--...,. 
from a stale-smelling t r:OQf3 COilip~rtment to his debarRatlon=_____. 

s'tation,'there was inothin9, gJrimor.o.u.s as.~~~ 
" --

~-~l i k i;,.< ~c L~~=L~o~w;=M,a:r:i=A<e--S=7=aos4;},~e~i~ta.".c,Q,n.cex,tl~ad=alLo u t th~, g rim 

,t h 0 u g,hot.-=tha=t=the-ts=crcry:-=nn=gJtt- ,t't~=h<tS"="');a.s>L. __ ._._. 

rv-'-Q* L oa.o~d down'~; th five' Ma r i nes ,. of 'fh e' as s.a u It 'e 1 ement ;of ' 
, -~, 

Company A in each helicopter, 15 UH-34;s.-lumB.cle ccl 5.wy.e.,pf;eO} 
" '--~~ 

the flight deck of the USS,Okinawa (LPH-3)~bey R~e:a>€le-e O'o'er' 

-J'he SO'ltl:l Gl1iREl &-oa in the direction of Landing Zone GOOSE, 

just 1,500 meters below the Ben Hai. The objective area t-Aoy' 

(~_a,p:p:iieaelf'i=fi'g was generally flat with gently rolling sand 

dunes ~1td9liil~9 up to 10 meters in height. Toward the northwest 

was a ~and dune ridge about 20 meters high which was the de­

marcation line for a three kilometer-wide expanse of poorly 

drained rice paddies and dikes. The terrain had been well 

d " db f 'h "b" ~....-.p h stu 1 e e 0 ret e 0 per a t 1 0 nyu s 1 n g a cur r e n t ,p 1 C t QJ!L~J~~;= 0 w -

ever, there was no other aerial reconnaissance and, signifi-, 

cantly, no preparation by naval gunfire or air because of J7-..-~ .. 
seetll·ity.~~· I u!'t 

The squadron commander .w.a.s.~-lea'di'n-g the flight in heli-

copter EG-14. Because of an intelligence report that there 

was a substantial numbe;,2l'\f (;i9}.,~t/ir(~rw machine gU~~;l: jn the 

area, the choppers flew~between 25 and 50 feet a~ude at a 

speed of 80 knots. This low-flying W'dl~ coupled with 
@..... 

t:h:e lack of prominent landmarks in the maze of sand dunes ,made: 

navigation ~ difficult. As a result. Lieutenant Colonel 
. : 2 . '::.. ' r, .~', ,)' 

:.'.1 -
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Kirby~.t " .. ill overshot il~ IiJilk,L:Z GOOSEWc.by some 800 meters. 

He no sooner touched down than a burst of machine gun fire ~ __ A 
d2~ 7Le ~~~ v--r/ll) ~ 

~m 50 - 10 0 ~ e ~ t , a way's tit G Reel : t '" e ' f tt 5 e 1 a § e 6 f t lie Ii eli cop t e r • 

..;the copilot, crew chief, gunner, and three infantrymen.~~-et e 
, ,,' c'l 

W9b1l'1aea.- ,_Qn.e.-.u.r:l-f..G"~,Wlate iRfal'ltrymaFl Has k(neel al'H:1 Fell ffuJil 

1 ":t.h-e-ft-e-1-i-€9P'ter :'te' 'tiM: ':gl Ol:lft·a~ ",': The cf'ewman onth-e- door' gun'~re­

f J ~turned the fire and, in the words of the squadron commander, 

L., / '''saved their bacon.1I (5)/->; KirhY,-<t.ffi~~ *e4~i;-h-;fth4~. 
wOlJld be finislJed iii a matter of seconds, gUflned EG 14 fOr aH-

'kt was wOr ch, bac~ iuto tria air', TO maRe matters wul"'se, h4=s= 
~~ 

r- a Ei ie was d am-ag e d. .Ae ~ con t act with the res t 0 f the fl i g h t 

~ the Okinawa. Two other UH-34s in the first wave were also 

damaged by automatic weapons fire along with both UH-1Es flyin8 

;escort. Still, except fut Kil"13), \lit!;) Ris eal ~e eF ~M)I:II'IEI-e.e..,-rhe 

rest of the pilots managed to offload their Marines. albeit in 

,an 800 meter swa th ~~ a..R.c-6 d- GO().5t: c-:.. ~~. 
''"-

Lie, tenant Colonel Kirby, unable to control his flight, 
I ,,/ ~~ 

he a d e d a c k tot h e L P Has b e she c O~l d a..:J..O.n-9 w· t h the 0 the r 

squadron command brought his 

the Okina • all h s 

53 bull hOleS;" EG-14; KJrbY'S 

1 as t i asp. The JW 0 U H 1 E s 

(5) Lieutenant Colonel Edward K. Kirby's comments on Draft MS, 

Moody ~~, Marines in Vietnam, dtd 18Jan70 (Vietnam Comment 

File). 
',"., ' I 

'U'" r 
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were l" out f commi ss"~ upon andi ng .-The wo~, in,':: 

clud"ng the cop' ot of 0 of the unships, ere h~~~-~~ 
to the sickb while KOrby rush a to the uPRor~i~ Arms~~ 

U ~~~}.~ 
o dinatio Center to report 9~ t~it ation. Colonel Gallo 

cfrnferred with Lieutenant Colonel Wickwire and directed a change 

to an alternate LZ, OWL, 1,300 meters south of LZ GOOSE. 

The situation back at GOOSE remained confused. Second 

Lieutenant Dwight G. Faylor's 2d Platoon was pinned down and 

scattered over 800 meters of terrain. The elements to the 

northwest of the LZ were in the most serious trouble. Ensign 

John W. McCormick, the naval gunfire liaison officer, tried to 

call in naval gunfire but the request was denied out of neces­

sity. The disposition of friendly troops in relationship to 

the enemy could not be established and the probability of 

killing Marines was too great~ The ensign's voice finally 

faded away over the crackling radio until only the snapping of 

automatic weapons fire could be heard in the background. 

Concurrent with the heliborne assault at GOOSE, LVTs car­

rying Company D landed on GREEN BEACH (1,200 meters south of 

LZ OWL) encountering only sporadic small arms fire. At 0855 

the remainder of Company A landed at OWL and was subsequently 

reinforced by a platoon of Company 0 and a section of tanks 

from GREEN BEACH. By 1100 Captain Charles G. Jordan, the 
d 

company commander, and his force worked their way from OWL to 

Faylor1s beleagured ~latoon in and near GOOSE. Contact with 

the enemy continued and Company B landed to join the fight at 
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GOOSE. Impeded by a ten~ciously held trench line, Jordan tried 

to punch through the position by. way of a tree-lined approach. 

There was heavy hand-to-hand fighting. Further advance was 

out of the question without close air ~~~. Eleven air-
~ ~<--(J..~ JVl.o-~ 

.cr·aft ~*-tt.l4'1-RS a~~~the entrenched NVA. As it turned 

out, they were tackling an estimated three reinforced companies. 
A~ --J-.flA- ~-a.. J ~ S( 

W hen the ~t=o:f- bat t 1 e had S!~t-t·l-e·(f e n 0 ugh to e:-e·\;I-n-t-e·0.d-i-e-s-, ~-
~ NlfPt I<IRs 

1~Company A"accounted for 41 J\~ and B, 14. Air strikesac-

counted for 12 killed. 

After a relatively quiet night, the battalion pressed on 

towards its objectives tl:lQ fI~t i1itJ"i"lirrg with the RVN National 
. ~(f(i}' ; 75 

Police assisting in evacuating the noncombatants in t4te--i-r path. 
~~/U)~~ 

The battal ion support area" however, aecame the focal pu-i;a of­
of) ~ '5"~---. ~ ~ ~~ J.... (~v4=-r-$!, 
~it5 on se~: ~~caSjons~ the day. Ma--a(H' ~l~y~lh·~ 

; I~ );;::.. /C-:ee..J tf ~.~ -~ ~ ~~ La • 

I ---f--..ltLo..cn b 'I ry. '61;1 e Bat ta 1 i-g I? ex e c" tj \I e 0 f fi c e r » w.a S r 'I nn~.e .. 

~t \ 1 show tl:lel"e. Gal"bee if! a sld'l'lY sl:lirt aFlEi ii--i>lak ja.&k~~-. 

r~;' '\ 

'~ 

n ish e d wit had a n 9 1 i n 9 • 45, h e ani mat e d 1 Y sup e r V is.e d 't-A e fIl.y-r-i.a.d 

ef:.forts we~e iAteiiupt~d on several occasions by 85mm arblJery 

~·fi-r-i-A-g=f.t"0'~ e t n am. A t I 3 I don ti'fe"==l=9t~t"1,e.te .~.~ s a 

. del u g e . 0 f -.. 6'O=r'oolrrrd'S";=at=t6~s1)-=crTro""fner . 3"2 r 0 u n d s; a n d fife n'e,x t 

da.y a no thex~ 30~ .. ro,u.n,dcs~~(iH).:l=M;a:r-:i~~i-~ts~h'o 1 e 

h.a den o.u_gh=p.~e s,e:n'0e--·tG=r~&r"d=trn·e=Cff=rffe. !fa r r'age's -"0'0 'a ·1 ; ttl e ' 

J a p.a n e·s e - ma·d·e· . ta.p.e=,r.e,c.oor-d.e"~.-==S~G"(Ws<e=t-1Te=t~~~s=we,r..e __ w..e.JL.~. ~ g 

in, c asu·a+t-i'e"s=vreYe-'t("e'f:n=-To=a=rirrn~T1=t~o-rd~4==K=IcAs···an d 1 0 

.J 

W lAs " In addj,t.Lo.Il=th.e.r;.e,..w.e ¥1e~~~~t.(1 
Co -

\ EY 
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tgB DIvA gCiliI@rs. 

~majQr was determjnzE:!~ back at th~~til-
.. .~~, -- \l2.~ o..~ - ~ 

leljHl@~ aile! j:8I(~_~f_._t:o smother the su'spected gun positions 

with. n~val gunf.ire and particularly to hit a reinforced concrete 

lighthouse-off' the coast of North 'Vietnam that was looking down 
11' ~ JJ?P;o-w ~. ";" 

the Marines I throats on the b'each.' ~ responded with a' tre-

mendous naval gunfire effort to suppress the enemy firing bat­

teries. The lighthouse was another matter. Even though the 

Seventh Fleet gunners used their 5-inch guns, the tower would 

not tumble., Close air strikes followed and the tower stood as 
(* ) 

before, smashed and shattered, but still stubbornly upright. 

Satisfied that no observer could be alive 4R tRi9 eedil '9 ~~l-

~ the naval gunfire and close air support were transferred 
(**) 

to more active targets. 
~~ #W 

.A.&. the next ,coupl e of days h'91"e eft, 'tI:Jepe Has 51;; 11 artil-
~~ 

lery to be ~e8keRe~ wit~, not only at GREEN BEACH but at WHITE 

BEACH as well, which fortunately was 5,800 meters further south, 

just beyond the effective range of the NVA 855. Each time the 
t-.~ ~~ 

e n e my gun n e r s e t 1978 5 e, the y r e c e i v e d n-a ¥ 6: 1 9 U ii f i lei" ----

(*) A month and a half later the tower was again rebuilt by 

the North Vietnamese. 

(**) A VC suspect, approximately 20-24 years of age, was appre­

hended on 19 May after an intense barrage on the BRAVO Command 
il'/.lt 

CP on GREEN BEACH. Carrying a 3~mirror, he was considered a 

rrime _sus~ect in directing 't,he artillery on target. 
..... J 1':','11,' ',' .. " . 
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r.e p .. l;v= CAtl.s.e.q~t--h,e=&~m-y="'e"(rfl ftO-Ire€1""S e O'er 1 d i jot R e e p 
/? A_ ! .. /I 
~y~(j!, l-'-~f 

~f~ir~i,r:t,g--£o_r--··.an,y Le.n.g;tbdl..f~tim~d,e.-*i=tEkb~e:i;n,g=pe~v,e:t:ted=ien-we-l~l";;.· 

c-a.mol:J~r-Fit-g'e'~i~ Air s t r ike s, co U n te r bat t e r y art i 11 e r y , 

and naval gunfire"kept :t-Ir~ from accomplishing more than 

,,!''Stet,. harassing fires which ultimately had no effect upon the 

BLTts mission. 
~ ~-f.-":~ f" .~-c<L . 
hI the co u r s e 0 f the act ion I t n esc hem e 0 f Itt! I'l e 1:1 v ell' \d-e~ 

pretty much according to plan ... osjecHve-=brel3jeeti;ve. Companies 

A, B, and C advanced north to the Ben Hai. Once there, they 
W 

saw the sampans the enemYAused to cross the river during the 
~-p c.J1~ ~ JJIIA~· c-tl~c.o~) 

nightAon the northern bank. ~~e worst of BEAU CHARGER was over 

except for occasional light contact and harassment by artillery 

and mortars. In the process of moving south toward WHITE BEACH 
W~ .'ifJ ......... 

(the LSA at GREEN BEACH w-a-s moved there out of "artillery range' 

fI-f Lhe ~5-g on the 20th), the battalion along with the National 

Police evacuated some 750 inha~itants. In some cases the in-

habitants foll~wed the Marines; one company c~mmander remarked 

that the civilians would leave as long as there were Marines 

present. Using amtracs, the Marines transported the refugees 

to naval landing craft which carried them down the coast to the 

Cua Viet River and Dong Ha. The bulk of these uprooted civilians 

ultimately wound up in refugee camps near Cam Lo. 

The finale to the operation was a withdrawal by the 'BLT 

on three different axes to WHITE BEACH in order to reduce the 

battalion's vulnerability to enemy artillery. The Qffel"t ooas ..... 

--me-st S"a-ccess fu~". The next day all elements departed WHITE 

\ 
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BEACH for the ARG shipping as Company·D covered their with­

drawal, without incident. 

?7 BEAU CHARGER, an ambitious amphibious undertaking con-
~(j.IIJ/fu.-

( , 
sidering theAevacuation problem and the enemy artillery threat, 

cost 23 Marine and Navy lives~ there were 79 men wounded. As 

for the Communists, they lost 85 KIA, 61 of them during the 

initial fighting south of the Ben Hai. Without the terrific 

naval gunfire support, air cover, and artillery support, the 

u. S .. losses would have indeed been higher. 

Further inland but adjacent to the BEAU CHARGEt"AOA, fiVj 

ARVN bat alions jumpJi into LAMSj54, on 18 May, by advanci!ng 

----t rapidl~ up Route ~~eaChing th~~en Hai at dawn. Initially, 

they ncou n te red j ttl e res is tan ce. Two of thjb at tal ions, swung 

he eas t of;tne highway a~' then sou th. Th,e three othlr 

talions (1 airborne tr/ops), supportet tanks, wh'-eeled 
n 

(\\ 
I 

the Wt,et f the road td also headed L the a para-

/: but the' ituation soOnichanged and th y provided 

cours. The NVA wei e apparentli.C ught napping fi rst 

conta.c/until the c~l: of the oz.er tion. When 54 

t e r m ip~ ted, the A R? had kill e d 3 4 en e my 0 f 
I 

I action, mostly in the area known as the rock~ belt north of 

: Don nH a I b e-Arut W l'a s-{ 2~1~k+l+e'd-=crm:l-==1+6=w-o;u=Ro€J,e,d .' -~,=. 
"----~ 

Concurrent with BEAU C~ARGER and LAM SON 54, the 3d Marine 

Division unit.s commenced Operation HICKORY.as 2f9 and 21"2'6"­

moy~northward from pqsitions near Con Thien. The 3d Battalion, 

·4tb Marines made a helicopter assault at the same time south 

SireRET 
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of the Ben Hai and swept generally. towards the battalions 
(6 ) 

coming up from .Con Thien. 

'Right a'fJ the start,·'.2/9"a ri d 2-r~ heavy opposition from 
'.' I'. : ' " ~ ...a-..--cA>-"'~ 

fortif;ed,pos~tions .,rort:h of Con Thien" Forty-eight hours of, 

hard f,ightingensued; marked with' innumerable air strikes and 

artillery ~issions, 'before th~ M~r'ines b'roke'through 'the'rJv'A" 

positions. liebltel'lal'lt Celel'lel blellaell PI. 'Jest's 3/4 3"'i"'H'e~ 

eastward withjn the PMZ in order to entrap the SC'P"% il1~ Er~ 

..tJ:.o.o.p-s ~R fpQ.Rt Qf 2/9 iHHI 2/26. A! eficli Iiag -Beell tile case, 

t Ref 1 e e t - f 0 0 t e d Com m u n i s t 5 d, sen gag e d ,,.; t ~ rem ark a b J e ~ 

aM fled te tl<lc 1'161 tllcast eefel"e 3/4 eot:llEi I"eaet;! i:t:-s--b=h:1"e'k4-rrg 

~.10·AS .. < 

SLF BRAVO, commanded by Colonel Harry D. Wortman, joined 

in the operation on the 20th. Its introduction into this ~ 

~lAe6 operation (Sb~'~~t~.OR~~!t ~ode name ~ BELT ~ 
. ----- . ,'~-. 

TIGHT) was somewhat different than past operations. BLT 2/3 1 s 
"----- ~~~~~ 

,insertion was directly in conjunction with and under opera-

'tional control of the 3d Division. There was no AOA and CATF 

~ (6) BLT 3/4, originally scheduled as a SLF rotation unit, had 

i
~'" ~just arrived from Okinawa in a massive 42-plane airlift of 

\\ 
~: Air Force and Marine C-130s. This BLT, as the last ground ele-

i ment of the CinCPAC Reserve, was committed at the request of 

J1 ~ h, J ComUSMACV. The entire airlift of the 1,2331l man force took 

~ exactly 31 hours to close at Dong Ha, three hours ahead of 

schedule. 
r " ,- ';';'-""1"",,, ' 
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I \ ~ ~~/)h a d nor e s p.<? n sib i1 i t yin co n t ro llj n 9 and coo r din a tin 9 sup p or t -
v ~I,S 
1~~ >t" i n9 arms. 

t7 L":Hour'~'as at 0700 on. the 20th.'Coinp'anies F and Hand 

Everything was done ~hrqugh 3d Division agencies. 

Command Group Alpha flew into LZ PARROT and secured Objective 3; 
,! ' ) ...: I, . ' '_,; I ~ _ I ; f!LeYf ' 

l 
Compan)i.es, E ,and G, plus ,Comrna,np Group Bravo touched down in LZ 

MOCKINGBIRD arid s'ecuredObje'ctTve 2·,b'oth; objec·tivesbeing 'i"n' 

~ the northeastern corner of the HICKORY operational area (See 

Figure ). The terrain in the battalion's sector was gently 

rolling with some cultivated rice paddies interspersed with 

scrub pine growth and forda~lf streams .. The first contact with 
9-ii,,)2 @O 

the enemy was in LZ PARROT,.consisti-ig. of 20 rounds of 60mm _. 
. {/{' 

mortar fire which was quickly squelched by fixed-wing aircraft 

on station. The contacts for the rest of the operation involved 

light mortar attacks, small arms and automatic weapons fire, 

and)on the second day)a mixed attack of 169 mortar and artil­

lery rounds on the battalion CPo In all cases, the enemy mor­

tar and artillery was countered with friendly artillery fire 

or air strikes. 

The enemy proved to be well trained and employed his weapons 

fro m well con c e ale dan d va r i e d po sit ion s wit h ski 11 ,a 11 d ace u r a -
J~'\;; ~f 

ey. His defensive positions were well constructed,;1 includ,i-n~g , -

~teel girders and corrugated steel siding. One installation 

that was overrun appeared to be a division-size CPo Overall, 

the enemy provided good contact for the first 48 hours in 2/3 1 s 

advance southward. The Communists lost 23 KIA and 1 POW in 

the ,fi,r~tt,wO}darS of the operation. 

.J .. 
Thereafter, there was only 

,,' , ',I 
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intermittent contact. Total casualties for BELT TIGHT/HICKORY 

were 58 enemy killed; BLT 2/3 1 s losses were 16 KIA and 152 WIA. 
~ ----- '- ---....... ~.. ._-- -,. 

where during HICKORY, 2/26 and 3/4 ran into a series 

of for ified bunkers ne~r Hill 117.in the western sector of the 

area. Ttl strength of ti complex, th'e 

the ext.!.melY hot weat7.r'all contri-

3d 

down the ini~al attack. TI.' troops backed off 

Pou~'the hill. Li utenant Colonel" 

asterpool, ~~ander of 2/26, was ~ssigned the task I 
rolling the attack using 'tI/3/4 and \ 

While makin an aerial recon aissance with imbers of t 
o company comma Hers, enemy g~nd fire tore! 

ter and forced i to the grounj. All of the 

passengers were wounded inc1udin Masterpool w 10 was medevald,. I 

I / l 
The attack was consequently deryed for anot for fu ther 

bombardment If the Objective/and adjustment the 

On the thir9 day, the Marine;,s attacked under control of 
L . I 

tenant col~nel Vest and successfully seized the bunker complex 

and OP, killing 41 of the occupants. 

With the exception of the Hill 117 (ight, activity dwindled 
,r 

the end 0 fan d all an c i l)la r y 0 per a t ion s) nth e 

The hat an enemid~ViSion-Size.c~mand post 

was overrun by the Ma ines no doubt ontributed to hils di-min-
~, +/' 

istling activity. 0 the 28th, the/. peration of - lJ-:y_te.r-mi-, 

.I~aW1th enemy I sses of 362 k~l1ed. Material aptured or 

j t d' 1 d w 1 8 15'0 f' d ~es roye lnc u ,U 0 weapons, tons 0 rlee, an 8 tons of 

, ~(S~l~:EJ~TlDJ ~T' : 
~-</ l.b~ r..rt1 ~ ,. 

\ 
J' f· "J. i.';,. :/ 

- /" 
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mmunition.,.......--rhe Marines 5-nvolved iD.-HICKORYI 

~ anq~s;r.~8,lJ~~-
of HICKORY, LAM SON 54, BELT TIGHT, an 

CHARGER was quite apparent to friend and foe alike. The 

outhern half of the DMZ was -no longer guaranteed sanctuary 

for launching attacks to the south. Further, the enemy comman~ 

structure was temporarily disrupted within the DMZ. On the 

negative side of the scoreboard, ComUSMACV and III MAF realized 

that 13 battalions worth of effort could not permanently deny 

the enemy's use of the international buffer zone entirely. Like 

wise~ no higher order of friendly control within the DMZ could 

be realized as long as the enemy retained and manned his forti­

f1ed border north of the Ben Hai. ~~ 

The SLFs and CON THIEN 

During the hot summer period that followed, the activity 

in the DMZ region generally centered around a twenty square 
~~ 

mile area in and around Nui Con Thien. Th:fs_QSltpo~t, situ-

ated on a hill only 158 meters high, commanded an excellent 

view of the surrounding countryside including the Marine logis­

tics base at Dong Ha to the southeast. As a strategic terrain 

feature, the hill mass was important to the Communists. As 

time passed and casualties continued to rise, it became sym­

bolically important to them, too. Like Khe Sanh in early 1968~ 

Con Thien was a beleaguered fortres~ though it never made as 

many headlines nor achieved as much alarmist editorial coverage 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

3ECRET , - (*) 
back in the U.S. From March through September 1967, over· 

6,000 NVA dead were counted by Marines on the fields of battle 

there. Yet, the hill itself was only large enough to accommo­
Q.. /tr:;" 

date a reinforced battalion)-at times that was too dense a popu-~ 
, . / 

lation considering the terrific enemy shelling. Except for t~e 

major attacks upon the~itse;lf, the 'enemy casualties 
~,,~..e 

were primari_}y.~he result of)(the maneuver battalions screeningJ. 
" . 

the 13'¥'9fRQr::ltory ~t QR9 leeat"dHt--e-r aAotRQ..¥:.. -------..- --~ 

Both SLF battalions of the period served as reinforcing 

maneuver units to the ~t. The first time was in early 

July 1967 during Operation BUFFALO when both 1/3 and 2/3 were 

rushed into the area in a "fire brigade" role to hold back a 

mas s i vee n e my at t a c k up 0 nth e bas t ion. I The sec 0 n d tim e was i n 

September and October wheh 2/3 phased into Operation KINGFISHER 

from its own amphibious operation on the coast, FORTRESS SENTRY. 

(*) The daily peak of incoming rocket, mortar, and artillery 

rounds at Khe Sanh was 1,307 rounds compared with 1,233 at 

Can Thien. Can Thien, however, covered approximately one­

tenth of the land area of Khe Sanh. 
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OPERATION BUFFALO 

BUFFALO had its/f'atefu1 beginning on 2 July with the 1st 

Battalion, 

perimeter. 

northwest 

j:nes operat jng in a}d" ~ round th/,.rTh i en 

C mpanies A and B were vi~'~king the ~ea north/ 

f the outpost near· mar ~~lace 
~ 

Company band the 

perimeter on C n Thien, an. Company C -' s back at 

wi th the 9th Ma ines CP. / / 

While proce~~in in extended column along a sunken road, 

Company B bega,,(~eceiving small arms fipe/in a steadily in-
-/ /./ -

creas i ng 10 fume. The fi rs t as ses sl]1,e'n t of the enemy s tren gtV 
./ 77 

was a ha <:iful, then a battal ioyand ultimately a mul t.f'::'bat-

of the 90th NV~egiment. Company ~d east­

out but was~able to effect a l~tk-up after re-
7~~' / / Pi ted attempts in ~e face of intense s~.ajtr arms fire frolw/all 

s:i des. To make ~ers worse. the e~e,"'t:egan 
fortunate Marin~~ with arti 11 ery a~d~ortars. 

/ 1/ 
was the fi rs t/ time the enemy emp 1 oyed art ill ery 

this 

and in 

close coordination with )1s ground attack. Back at Dong Ha, 
~. ~ 

/ J 

Company C was alert}dl" to stand by fO~1/ heli1ift to,"'lhe area of 

contact. MeanWhjfl~, the radio transm;ssions~e becoming mor~/ 
grl m by the m.,{.nt; the enemy was us i nyCmethrowers; th 

Company ~ander. his radlz:oper /0;, two platoon mmanders, 

and th:;artillery forward observ were KIA. 
/. 

cont~oller took command of th company but cq with him was 
~ ~ U 

lost a short time later. Only the cOI].p-'a.n.y~ex.ec.u_tjv_e __ officer -:./ 

~EC~ET 
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with Ule. rear platoon/managed to maintain radio contact with 

/' 

the bat tal ion C P ./A 1 soc aug h tin Ith e he a v yen e my fJr e ~ t the w'7 // 
tended column. w{ was in no pos~t1on to influence 

ion to any ~~tent. He j,j,~group the per}MI;~~ 
rema.· 1 ng around h'£iI11d managed t~e some of th~lt; es 

t/.n LZ establ ish'ed to cover the arrival of Company C from 
/ <1/ (*) tf 
, Dong Ha. 

Company C, arriyfrig by chopper, was met by a heavy artil­
/~ 

lery barrage. esti'~ated to be 85mm or larger, and suffered 11 
;J' 

WIA. MarrYingl'~p with a platoon of Company D and a platoon of 
/ 

tanks fro~Con Thien, the reinforcements WO~k~d''''-their way into 

compan~/(.'s position, established a def;~y,rve perimeter, and /'. 

pro c e eta edt 0 e va c u ate tho sew Q u n de d a,nlI de ad wit hi n rea c h ./T he 
,f /7 /, 

tasjiJ' of extricating the wounded ~r"cfved most difficul/a's the 

elluation LZ was. ,out of nec~t~ty, some distanc .Arom the 
f' 

~ c e n e 0 f the fig h tin g . F up{h e rm 0 r e, the en e mJ;: gun n e r s we r e 
,/ 
« 

blasting away at the LZ,;fthroughout the day~ The wounded were 

far from safe and ma2f;~f them took a~d.Zonal wounds while 

awaiting evacuation: Litter bearers' nd corpsmen became 
I • 

/' 

casualties as well. 

All during the fight, friendly and enemy supporting arms 

were very active. Marine aircraft in the first few hours of 

{*} A platoon from Com~any D on Con Thien and a platoon of 

.tanks were sent to the rear of Company B to establish a secure 

LZ in preparation of Company CiS arrival. 

\ 
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batt 1 e del i vered 90 tons of ordnance in 28 sort i es. Art illery 

fir e d 4 53 m iss ion s w h'i- "e=n~a'V'a~l-gtl·n's"':"0·f~t-M·e·~,-8·e·v-en·t·h· -1'1 e e t -'sol am-' J .'" I,' .' " ... /' . 
L meL4S3~-nLts_sj.o.ns~_wh,n e naval 'guns of tA-e Seventh Fl eet slammed . 

142 ,s-tnch ,r~un;(f{~n~o. enemy POSit;i~. On the other hand, ,~ 
enemy was impede any reinforcing efforts 

, , , ' \ ' I , : ; .. I' \ ,'': . , ' '_I' '_; .' .,' : \ t ~ ,) 

11 ery .and morta r round duri ng the 

More than 700 

At 1500 Lieutenant/co1one1 _Ric~ard J. Schening. the 1/9 
/ A;., /, ~Il/',~ f/h![!') 

commander, notified regiment that all companies were hard 

o other rei nforeements av",(jab 1 e, the s iZ' 

tion was eriti a1. Colonel George E. ~, CO of the 9t), Regi­

ment, dispat hed 3/9 by helicopter t~the battle 

After one-half hours, companies 

group in position IItrace,1I meter-wide 

between Gio 

Thien. under command of 

Maj r Willard J. Woodr ng, assumed OPCON of Companies A and C. 

made a twilight attack on the enemy's 

left flank while e effec~jve elements of compa/.'B .... and the 

platoon from Com any 7~lding the LZ, pulle~aek to the Con 

T hie n per; met e r ; n e·x p e c tat; 0 n 0 fan at t a c Von the 0 u t P 0 ~:t. 
Under the inerea ed pressure the e~broke 
contact. Wo~ down and exhausted, e survivors ~the morning's 

.fight too muster. Th-e-ta-1-1-y-e-f--thi s day-~'{as- -a - ferri i)i'er'ev e- : 

.lation that caused~ma~y '-a-sho'cke:d'response from Vietnam all the 
.',1 I' 
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,Q .. ~ ?-.. .h,. S-.~) I/q, ~ 
---. -. ~s 4 ~~----- ~- ~-=-?C~ 
~ ........ \~ ~~ c-ff,.<.<'-:J:::L A-~ , ~~ ~ 
.... }P ~ -1 ~c.R..I. ~~ ~~J 

'J~-=t_-=.a-ZP~ .. ·:A.I-) ~~~ 
.1 L.+<' (~. ~,<---,.,J~~~~~Jl L~-~~f2,,-~ ~~ / 
1 ~s ~ ~ &-:> ~-~7l.-~~-s ~ 
l~~~-:--, ~ ~~~~~Jl-(o (&-'c_~ d?~ 
I ~-1Le.-y J-:t 2... eo • a.c-.... , / (cr 2-.:~~<t s:-:s «.fA J 

l 'it) ~ lit ____ J 31 H! /t .. 
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,/ 

w-a--y-h.ac.k-to-- - 'e-.-l:Jntt·e·d-·-S~t·a te s. ?:tfOg e the r , 

190 WIA, a d 31 MIA. It was ~ until the 

\ recover were and of missing 

t1. redu to 1 and 

ground ,: 

ir, artille ,and naval gun re units, no ac 
f)o C:.t .l'1f(t1,-~ )vt'\ . 
o~ nemY!1cou~d ~e es ablished (estimates 

,,/ (7) , 
.~ ation ran into the/thousands). . ~/ 

or complete 

duri ng the oper-

~ It rar-came apparent ..([ II MAF t hat t h i...s/b a ttl e wa's· .. ", 

J?:) the ._~_aL t and mos t 

10' ~d~'~iiZTh~: ~~1l coordi 

tayions with massed/ ight and mediu 
L~. ,/ / 

attack tf· five b 

! /we11 as fl amethr,()~ers was some,th<'lng 

'\ in the DMZ. It was conventio~al warfare in the sense. 

,In response to this combined arms threat, III MAF Ei)-uickly 
O/:Ut~ 

requested the ass:staRe"e of both SLFs. SLF ALFA, now comma'nded 

'by Colonel John A. Conway, was preparing for a landing in eas-' 
-I-c 

tern Quang Tri P rov; nce bu t ; mmed i ate 1 y illIte.d. ~a{S ?\t ~o its 

'new mission with the 9th Marines~ Special Landing Force BRAVO, 
K1~1'1 
~t withdrawn from Operation BEACON TORCH in Pagoda Valley, 

100 miles to the southeast, was also alerted. In less than 2& 
·~\-,7~ I "hours a.tier 1/9'5 ~,-e eOHtaet, SLF ALFA's BLT 1/3, still 

under command of Lieutenant Colonel Wickwire, touched down one 

(7) Col Richard J. Schening, comments on draft manuscript, 

dtd 23Jan70 (Vietnam Comment File) (S). 
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mile southeast of Con Thien. The entire battalion with its 

artillery battery was in position by the afternoon of the 3d. 

Durin-g'the perjod 3-5 July', en-emy contact continued. On 
1M .:, - :,1' - -r-e ~ q ~~~ -'~, 

the 3d~'W?OdringiRalled in continuous air strikes for 12 solid 
" ' I , , "I'" L', j ':. 

hours .• The n~xt-,mqr.nJng_",,3.(9.;;with: 1/3 tied in on its right, 

jumpedoffc'and '-developed 'heavy ·eontact ,at 0915 'southeast' of",the 
r---., 

'-- market place near Gia Binh. A prolonged close-range clash en-

sued with tanks, artillery, and liberally applied close air 

support interspersed with considerable amounts of enemy incoming • 

. W hen the Mar i n e s' fin a 1 ass a u 1 twa s 0 v era t 1 83 0 ,) t~ 8 }C i hi 9 roe 

_Hi Mar4 Res Id.,+ee i I'td ad i 119 the comm!!}-2.!!r qr CbilipaiiY I alld a 7$;'/.,.P·o!', 

p 1 a too q"..l~~f __ f-ro.~41,~~-=6.a-W'OtI1,--&e=-cr=-i-n-C'lucr, n 9 t he, CO 

crf- Gomva-rry-~ ~~LT-'-;; 8R i:I,e etRsr ~ suffered ~ 11 ~ 
in its advance on the right flank. The next day, SLF BRAVO's 

BLT 2/3 (Major Wendell O. Beard) landed adjacent to Cam La and 

moved northward toward Con Thien on the western periphery of . 
(*) 

the combat area. 

The daylight hours of the 5th brought little contact and 

'the grim task of recovering the dead of B/l/9 was completed. 

cOlJllposite 
( 

ho ever, there/as a Chang;!,n pace. /?'j~Ar 

re in :iIo"rced compa n¥ 0 uta bo ~,50;0 
sed tht ' 

compOSed? A :l 
/ 

(*) Colonel James G. Dionisopolous relieved Colonel Wortman 

as CO, SLF BRAVO (TG 79.5) on 
• " I 
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Abo~t 2l0Q, an NVA 
/---

came d~wn the app~ 

appar-

, 
d air stri~es created 

I 
I 

e s tUb,bO~~"A. By daw~" Ie NV 18 ~ad 
hade ough, withdr.'e" andleft:he!iind' 15'4 of 'th1ei'r:clIead. - ,_';0 

<c' '/ I 

Oh-the 6th of July ~1l be l"emembe¥'ca by-t-h~se Wli0 P'"iu'tici-
- - -, I 

,- - - - '\ 1-

pat e din t h j s D-f1'e-N---t-i"'6 fI7"-ffS-a-tr-i t Q.1=;y~n for ftf e eve n ~ I 
: , ___ ~ ----.~- ." I 
• I 

t'" 0 Lt.tLe.-2...d-.=T~h,e=efle my=p'T"Ctv"ilFEf"afHe 0 pp-or-fmri"'ry=-'f(Yr=-2cc;t=-s="u-p-p-oYt-i-n'g='" 
--r1-€- ------., ~ I 

'----

a,~ms=ljo,n~ mas sin g his u nit sin a t t a c k for mat i J n sin n u m b e r s 
~-~ -- , I 

never seen before in JCTZ. G-eAsoEjl:fel'ltl" some af tlh~ IIlQst of =:> 

:fective s!lpportifl'~(";;';;~orK of the war callie to pasJ e1t:1l"ift~ = r 
r ~. '---' I 
~~~ As BLT 2/3 was conducting a sweep during the morning 

--of.-tlie eblr near Con Thien, it ~ enemy forde employing 
I 
I 

mortars. The Marine battalion killed 35,of the invaders from 
I,.bl~ 

I 

arms, an.d, sl:Iffel ed I __ ~'" , 

'I , \1 //1,/ I ,'-~ 
the nor t h by rap ide m p loy m-e--n-t ".o-f- sup p 0 r tin g 

~asual ti es o~i ts ~"-\7 
eLate in the afternoon of the 6th, Captain Burrell H. ~'l-~J~_'~-~"~J'~ 

I ( I 

Landes, CO of B/1/3, cl imbed a tall tree in order td call in 
""--~ ~~ f .-.... 

air strikes and artillery fireAin front of his position. In 

the middle of his activity, an aerial observer infoJmed him that 
I 

When Landes , a large enemy force was approaching his position. 
I 

asked what the size of the force was, the r~ply was; "I'd hate, 
I 

i 
(8), LtCol John C. Studt, Comments on draft MS, dtd 114Jan70 , 

I 

(Vi etnam Comment Fil e) (S). 
, 
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(9) 
to tell you, rId hate to tell you.". 

!d-~~..f.u k~, 
Achally i t v~as 10U9111y 

a 400-man force crossing the Sen Hai in approach march forma-
8kT 

tion heading directly for 1/3 and 3/9. All units braced for 

theattac~. 
eLf 

In short order both 1/3 and 3/9 began receiving extremely 

heavy and accurate incoming mortar and artillery fire. Esti: 
, ,\ 

mat e s va r i e d fro m ~'~' 6 0 0 r 0 u n d sat 3/ 9 I S po sit ion to 1, 000 a t 

1/3 I s. :WAatev@r tRe aettJal aliiouilts WEf-ea, 'it was quite apparent 

that the enemy was making a coordinated attack with a consider-

able amount of massed 

/.J:bj s borobardmen..t, NVA 

. flinging fuzed blocks 

fi re suppo~t •. Te add to tile fel eei ty ef 

sapper/I~_/t~~~d{atelY behind ,the barrage) 
./ ~(~~ 

of TNT into fighting holes • ...g.8>! Pil es ~~ 
.-~=-- .... -. -

were called in for A/l/9 and continued throughout the fight. 

The whole gamut of supporting arms was brought to bear on the 

attacking NVA: flare ships, fixed-wing attack aircraft directed 
t(()1~6 

by TPQ-10 radar, (HoueY) gunships, naval gunfire, and all varieties 

of available artillery (nine batteries ranging from l05f,~o --

175mm). In Colonel Jerue1s estimation, IINot enough can be said 

for the tremendous assistance by all supporting arms." 

By the 8th when reports were finally gathered, the enemy 

KIA count had risen to 567 for BUFFALO. As a practl,a 1 matter, 

(9) Taped interview with Maj Burrell H. Landes, USMC, former 

CO, B/l/3, dtd 8Ju169, HistDiv Tape No. 4253 (S). 

(10) Colonel George E. Jerue, Comments on draft MS, dtd 12Jan70 

(Vietnam Comment File} (S). 
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1 he co u n t 1..0.,9-0 fen e.m¥---b--Q.d~i~e,s-w:a.s~·\I'""rlt 9 I; 0 b~e~ a m 0 s t d 1 f f i c u I t 
... __ r. r:.. I~ _. . - "., , A/I~"::';' , 
~g,~ 5 ])j. c.a.~n.a.g.e=-w~¥F~:~jI.o,n,d:.....de,s~~~p.;.,i"p?t,i'O'F1 .• ~=T'he'Y"e==we'f'e 

Ute r all y hun d red s 0 f bod i e s s..t.l:.e.w..tL-.abJl.u..t.-t,h-~c"ra~~e're'd=b?a"tt~l-e-:' 

_ground, se~e I:lalf IHll.ied by tile explodilig artillery s-tteHs-cl'mi­

bombs" others' in, pieces amoQgst djsar~ it-eJ&s--<:ri-'rmii'Viauill ----equipment, weapon~-.:..~lLLiLI11!!lJJJLU.i.QrL. The coun t i Og of en emY __ G..an-

teens was 

The widely scu·ttered lo'catton of th'e:&' kills was surpr;s­

ing .. ~ Even as late as the 8th, Captain Gerald F. Reczek1s 

C/l/3 came upon a find of 200 or so enemy dead near Hill 39, 
~W~~ 

600 meters east of Route 561. t:ba::t /ff>parently Ger:ltail::H~Q a head-

quarters group that had not been previously counted by aerial 
(11 ) 

observers or ground units. Typically as in all the DMZ 

battles, the true tally of the enemy dead killed by artillery, 

naval gunfire, and air strikes will never be known because of 

the sanctuary problem. 

(11) Ibid. The scatJ~!Jng of casualties to the north was 

caused by air and artillery hittingNVA moving toward or away 

from the main battle area. The scattering laterally from 3/9 1s 

position eastward across the front of 1/3 was the result of the 

NVA attempting to outflank 3/9 without realizing that 1/3 was 

on the line. Attempting to move further east, they lost even 

more men to the guns of 1/3. 

_., .. _--\ 
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The last. si~njficant contacts of BUFFALO came on 8 July 
6J.-1 

to the south and southwest of c,on;Thien by 1/4 and,,2/3 (under 

operationalcontrollof the 3d Mariries,' 'commanded by Colonel 
, , 

James R. S~ockm?nL~ Botr .. were violent clashes against an en­
~ 

tren che:dfoe.~ ""i nvo'l ved:comb'i,n~dL' ar~s ~ When ,it was a-i-l said 

a-Acl dOlle, 1)4 killed 45 'NVAso'lJdiersarJ'd"2!3 "ani Other '139 .. : ,':;'i. 

Ani n t ere s tin 9 n _~_d.e-v-e-n)piii en tin t his i n ten s e fig h tin 9 ~, 

Thien was the enemy's employment of surface-to-air 

a~ainst Marine close air support ai craft from 

across 

NVA in front of 

from North Vietnam, 

the jet, piloted by 

were launched 

One of these hit 

Brubaker of VMA-311, and 

Another of the rounds 

south of Dong Ha. 

the next day by 

To the 

Mar/. o~e ground, the reaction to 

surprise§Pfollowed by a quick prayer for the pilot. To the 

aviators, it was a clear indication that.their already dangerous 

.:~~~~b~e~c~o~m~i:n.:g~e~v~e~n~r~i S:..k~l~· e~r!::..-. __ ~ __ -------.~- ---.~.-:--

Operation BUFFALO closed,on 14 July 1967. The assessment: 

dis mal a t fir 5 t hi it h B /1 / 9 • s rl e vas tat j 0 fl. b Q " a m-e a s tin gin 9 
( 

battlefield defeat for the Communists and the 90th NVA Regimen:t. 

The enemy losses were tallied at ls290 killed and 2 captured. 

'Amongst the booty ,of_battl~ were 21 crew-seryed weapons, ~ort~rs, 
" f.. ~.~. , . " r " 
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and machine guns •. Accorqing to some participants from 1/3, 

theY,could have improved their casualty count and picked up 
""", ~~~(12) 

'more' weapons nad'they'no't been ordered back'-Ofl tHe trace 
~,,~ "~. ! i ! 

There was just not enough time to assess their battlefield 
.- .~ ~,. I' .\; :::-", T ; ,.' ' ',: r 'I 

accomp1 i.shmen.ts completely., Jotail,Marine losses in contrast 

we r e 15 9 kill ed' a'nid I 345 w 0 U nd e d. ' ,. ~ ' ... I ~,i , ,- '. ~'. 

This distinct large-scale offensive aimed at Con Thien 

was short lived and considerably more ~~ than most of the 
~-'6~~~ 

Com m u n i s top era t ion s con due ted i n I C T Z /" Ttretrn n 9 t h a t m a a e 
~ ~ ~+....:.., ~.... __ " ~~ -.......:JL-, =-
lt more YJCJQIIS tbaR bl6b1al lias tlH~ heavy elilployment of art11-

fiN,') 

1 Y y b ~ f ri end "p,r foe - - 1 i t era 11 y a II h e 11 CUl e=a r t b II f 0 ~ t.lw_ 
/' . 

~..e.s--..a,[)d tbeJI9f't.fi \I+e~n-ameo$"e. Of the 1 ~290 enemy ki 11 ed. 

475 were credited to air, artillery, and naval gunfire. Be­

yond this, supporting arms destroyed 164 enemy bunkers, 15 

artillery and rocket positions, and caused 46 secondary explo-. 

sions at ammunition dump~ sJ.t.e.s'. This effort required 1,006 

( 12 ) 
QL' (,'~~ 

Taped in terv i ew wi th Maj Burre 11 R. Landes, fOJ:m.e:r.cO.,,, ·Co 

:lr;-17-3-,-H-i-s-t.B.r--T-a;pe-.... N().--42,5,3~- (5+.- Th e J eru e comme n ts po in t ou t 
1,f~';',:;' : 

t hat; 0 n 8 J u 1 y ,_t.h.e-d,e'G<'i's~i.~.n-w,a.s- ma·d'e~ "by' M a j 0 r G en era 1 Hoc h m u t h , 

CG, 3d Marine DiVisionl~'(/i->-dithdraw 3/9 and 1/3 to po~tions 
just south of the trace for several specific reasons; the NVA 

.had lost the initiative in the area and was rapidly withdrawing 

into the DMZ; the defensive positions south of the trace were 

as good as those to the north; the responsibility of the divi­

sion, stretching from t~e Hat Van Pass north to th~ DMZ and west 
,:<- r • J .... 
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tons of aviation ordnance, 9ver 40,000 rounds of III MAF artil-

lery and 1,500 5- and 8-inch naval gunfire shells from the 

Seventh ~lee~. The July 167 contest for Con Thien was over--
/~ . ~. 

tiln the next round. And once more, the next encounter was to 

bring the SLFon the scene. 

• to the Laotian border, did not permit the luxury of tying down 

too many infantry battalions for long periods of time unless 

absolutely necessary; the division units had to realign them-

selves so that the SLFs could be released back to the Seventh 

Fleet; and lastly, the defensive positions of ~IDy~--~ark~:~I~ 
were to be on the south side of the "trace" and orders from 

· higher headquarters directed the division to prepare these pa­

sit ion sw i t h a 11 deliberate speed. II Dye Mar k e r II was a code 
· ~// -:l~.\<v 

name for the DMZstrangpoint system sponsored by Secretary of 
------.~. 

Defense Robert S. McNamara. Pa.pularly, it was k.n.o..w.n_a.s_-

~M-e-N.crm:Q~·~-1 s "~f ?ILC_~_,~~l-i-n.e~e.r>lI·w:a:l=t . II 

DECLASSIFIED 



/ 
'f 

DECLASSIFIED 

• r" I ' 

SECRET 

FORTRESS SENTRY/KINGFISHER 

.,' ,pr;'mary_~,C,o,n'c'ern, the taking 
~,,"' ~ ... :~- • .r" . 

was ~_~b_~~s~(Jl~eif~~:;~de~_~~_ v,;~c,:_6~:~~_~,~ ~!!~'f{ ; ~~c~-2'nJ' 
tinued frustration. 3 September, the day of the South Viet-

j namese presidential and senatorial elections, the Communists 
\ 

unleashed increasing amounts of artillery and rockets across 

the eastern portion of the DMZ at the Cua Viet facility, Gio 

Linh, Dong Ha, and Con Thien. The attack on Dong Ha was es­

pecially successful as it virtually destroyed the ammunition 

dump and severely damaged the bulk fuel farm with its stores 

and dispensing equipment. On the 4th, there was a sharp clash 

between NVA elements and eight Marine units south of Con Thien 

and from that point on ground activity increased and continued 

throughout the month in various localities around the hill mass. 

Enemy artillery, rocket, and mortar fire was particularly ef­

fective and voluminous. 

The 9th Marines had been conducting Operation KINGFISHER 

since 16 July with a varied force of three to six battalions. 

In the course of KINGFISHER, there was concern over the easter~ 

flank of the Con Thien region, along the coast. Th~270thNVA 

Regiment and local force VC units were known to be operating ;n 

the locale between the coast and Dong Ha on the northern side 

of the Cua Viet River. The area had been cove,red ,~evera1. times 
, .1 ,C' I' c· ,~. 

: F ,. ~. I ~ , 
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b~fore during D~CKHOUS~ II and I~, BEACON HILL, and BEAU 

CHARGER. Tdle concept of this 0llara.±..;j.91'l, heHQ.V.er. ~ to be"" 
I" ':' ":',' 

di fferent..;.;.a ~'fbro",ba&.k 'toloJ&rl'e! bfa-r-=l~atio:rrt: 
~, \I i p.:'~I-"·j:I'''_I:-

All CH-46A helicopters in WestPacwere grounded (except 
.' 'I,':'; f·' '.. ':\': ,_'....;1' L.- ,,. \ " I I', . //\./ 

fo r emerg e n cy .. ~comb at ·mis s i, 0 tl s.),; ~b_.e.c.a.urs·e~().f. e sse n t i a 1 mod i fi c a-

t ion S 'to the rear· mblo-r' rno u nts arid' 1 arM'i n'g'ge'a r"-as s emb'l n~s' .J~'.I) 

This restriction, of course, affected SLF BRAVO's helicopter 

squadron, HMM 262 (Major Gregory A. Corliss). Consequently, 

'except for observat(o_n_~s_si~_~~.~~e.and limited ass;~_ta~.~~ f6~.!.(-:a/3s 

in-country sources, helicopter support was not available. ~ 
~~ ~ "'-

landing"'W"a"S to be conducted ffi tile tiffle=A>a-I'w)\ed flashieR e'f sur-

~sault over t~};.b_each. The 1st ~~ac Battalion's LVTPs - (il"~ 
W 9 195 :::t e aug men t the N a v y 1 and; n g c r aft ; nth e 0 per a t ion . 

'~~ 
The landing.~1Gk8Q eff in the early morning darkness of ,,' .. ~ . 

17 September. ~e:r-'-lAIas so h-ad U;Je\'t tFi8 attaek ~~aJ:l.S= R&e! 
,~ , 

..;.t.@=9:.e::::lQ*i+i"€ ~--t her aug h sea s; u'p set 
.A'l1 :,' h' ~ I, ,(f 
. / ... , IT:'"~ I" - I' 

ship-to-shore movement~ Despite the 

the t,i me tab 1 e of th e
A 

' fl 
',', .:, '" , - ",-A' -?ftc' :f:', . '~/i! "' . 
adverse weather conditions, 

the Marines landed, although slowly, experiencing no contact 

with the enemy. The element of surprise was lost because of the 

~elay caused by the weather but the resultant reduced visibility 

helped compensate for this shortcoming. 

During the course of the operation, there was only sporadic 

contact as the battalion took its initial objectives and then 

headed on a north/northwest axis toward the DMZ. The 1st ARVN' 
. B~f 
Division screened 2/3's left flank. En'route, tR"e-r'e were 

.P-l=--Ob.-Le.m.s-w-i-th 1 and min e s wh-i- c-h ~C'atI·s'''8'd·· dam a g eJ 1;'0 s eve r a 1 0 f the' 
"_:' ,,:C' ,'. - - -.- • • - - - / - - -- ." 
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amtracs. On t~e 23d, t~e tempo of activity changed as approxi­

mately 100 enemy usi.ng mortars attacked elements of E/2/3 in 

~i 'I , 
the vic i nit y 0 f H ill 3 1 i nth e f1 a t 1 and s • E.m~-l-oy-i-flg &' u n s hip s 
WIQ ~ =.\ 
~:~~~ roc~~_t __ r~_~~._~_Re P1ariAes<!e"6ke up the~.~n~ 

/i':~~ TILar..e.....w.e.re-22· i~~~~,.:~.the area after 

! ( th e en e my ~ wit h d raw a ~ The Mar i n e s s u f fer e d no cas u a 1 tie s • 

The following morning, just three miles east of Gio Linh 

near the village of An My, the Marines of F/2/3 and G/3/3, with 

elements of the 1st ARVN Division acting as a blocking force, 

killed 33 NVA in several encounters amidst periodic enemy artil­

lery and mortar fire. In the case of An My, subsequent inter­

rogation revealed that the NVA expected an attack from the west 

and southwest. With the BLT bearing down from the northeast, 

~ surprise was ~ effective. To offset the enemy artillery 

fire from north of the DMZ some of which was out of range of 

,organic Marine artillery, naval gunfire was used with apparent 

success. 

At 0800 on the 25th, FORTRESS SENTRY, the 44th landing for 

the SLFs, termi.nated. The results included 89 enemy KIA, 2 PO'Ws; 

2 Marines KIA, and 106 Marines and Navy wounded and evacuated. 

The BLT then phased into Operation KINGFISHER to the west. This 

sequel was not particularly active, involving patrolling and 

sweeps with little contact. 
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DAI DO ~~ 

~i~~+ne ear.l/~~g~~1968"· P:. the 1 argest enemy en~eavorJ ,< .. 
-r-a . , ,~ 

of the Vietnamese WarM the'l-R'famtws Tet Offensive In this.,/" 

offensive'cMartne a~~ivity was particularly he~vy at Khe Sanh. 

and at Hue, altho'ugh Oa Nang and other" population centers had 

their share of activity, too. As the fighti.ng at Khe Sanh and 

Hue diminished, a new offensive developed--the Second Offensive 
p, l-Ts 

or "mini-Tet. 1I The two SLF .battalicms were committed to the 

eastern DMZ area throughout these periods. The Khe Sanh se~e' 
and the battle for Hue did not involve either of the SLF bat­

talions. The Second Offensive did, however;'~LF ALFA's 2/4 

(Lieutenant Colonel William Weise). 

The BLT and its attachments had been ashore under oper­

ational control of the 3d Marine Division since January and ~ 
experienced frequent contact with NVA units. On 18 March, for 

instance, the battalion killed 130 enemy during an attack on 

the fortified village of Vinh Quan Thuong, just three miles 

northeast of Dong Ha. This and other engagements of the period 

between Tet and the end of April featured enemy artillery and 

rocket support from the north. The amphibious role of SLF 

ALPHA and its BLT (as was the case with SLF BRAVO) was en­

tirely dormant during this period. 

Reports from intelligence sources revealed that the ele­

ments of the 320th NVA Division were shifting from the locale 

of Cam Lo to the area east of Con Thien. On 15 April, an aerial 

observer sighted a NVA regiment in approach march formation, 
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six mil es north _of Gi 0 L inh. _ Subs equently on 29 April, a South 

Vietnamese civilian told ARVN officers that there was a large 

n u m be r' 0 f'" N II A t roo psi n his vi 1 1 age. fo u r riJi 1 e s' nor tho f Don g 
," r" - I 

Ha. Responding immediately to the villager's lead, two 2d 

ARVN regiment,.battal,i-ons and ,a Jcompany of Marines ( ) 

head'ed 'nor'th' and :h'it th'e NVAon'Do'th sides of Rout'e{ 1.' killing 

151. Moreover, by 30 April traffic along the Cua Viet River, 
,~,-~J?cH'~ £{> 

always a chancey affair wit~ RPG and mortar fire and mines, was 

completely halted. A NVA battalion had taken over the village 

of Oai Do and was busy fortifying it. 

Dong Ha and all its installations were in distinct jeopardy 

and the ARVN and the Marines moved rapidly; 3/9 (Lieutenant 

Colonel Edward J. LaMontagne) moved from Cam Lo to cover the 

western flank~L~/4 advanced westward from its position toward 

Oaf Do; and the 1st ARVN Division headed to the northwestern 

approaches to Dong Ha to cut off any possibility of enemy escape 

in that area. aL, 
The initial disposition of

A
2/4 forced a piecemeal intro-

duction of its companies into the Oai Do area. Two crimpanies 

of 2/4, E and G, were tied up elsewhere and were not immediately 

available for the impending attack. Company E was posted as 

security for the 3d Division on a Route 1 bridge north of Dong, 

Ha; Company G was located in the northern extremity of the 

battalion operational area in Lam Xuan (west) and Nhi Ha. The 

CO of the 3d Marines (Colonel Milton H. Hull) consequently re-
gJL[ 

inforced 2/4 with 8/1/3 which was in closer'proximity for,the 
.,.:t 
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attack on Oai Do. 

Towards the end of the morning on-30ApriJ, two of the 

companies were deployed for the attack: Company F (Captain 

JamesH. Butler) was given the mission to seize Oai Do; Company 

H_(Captain James L. Williams) was to seize the village of Dong 

Huan, 700 meters east of Oai Do. Company H, the first to jump 

off, secured Dong Huan without too much difficulty,by 1400. 

Company F, however, met a solid wall of fire on the edge of 

Dai Do. t::Je'ge"l'S'ly<lamouflaged fortifications with firing ports 

just inches from ground level were everywhere. "Folie Mar illes 

were stymied wherever they tried to maneuver . .MoLe and UlQ.r.,e 

~ n f ell, de ado r w o~u [J d e_d • By 1 ate aft ern 00 n, the r ewe reo n 1 y 
'lM.~,F. 

50 able-bodied men left to fightA Reco~nizing the futility of 

trying to seize Oai Do without reinforcements, Lieutenant Colonel 

Weise ordered Company F to withdraw to Dong Huan and establish 

a night defensive perimeter with Company H. 

The third company provided to 2/4. B/1/3 (1st Lieutenant 

George C. Norris), moved from the south bank of the Cua Viet 

in amtracs to secure a toehold on the opposite bank. The river 

crossing accomplished, the company attacked toward Oai Do but 

was stopped short in a hamlet on the southeast side of Oai Do. 

Again, the Marines met a wall of fire from well~camouflaged .-~ 

fighting bunkers. Casualties mounted including the company 

commander who was killed~in the fierce fighting. In this in-
I 

stance the battalion commander ordered 8/1/3 to hold fast for 

the night and prepare to attack again in the morning. Supporting 

-\ 
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arm s 1 n c 1 u din gar t 11 1 e r y and. n a val gun fir e po un de d the en e my 

positions in the environs of Dai Do throughout the night. 

. On tj wes.tern a~iproaches to Dong H I along th~,. Cam Lo 

RlVer,ano her battLe~eveloped. Here, 3/9 (Lieute'nant Colonel 
! /. Edward a. La Montagne) crushed a NV battalion-sY{ze)ambush / / ~ / 

to event any Mari:eleinforceme7~f Dong Hi/The 

supported 7 ,~anks, art"1I1ery, and a:rr, de­

Communist SOldi?, disperse the remaindJ. and! 

pursued ~m with SUPB rting arms.~iS t~at 
G of Don~Ra was more easily acco~ished ~an 

resolution of the Da;' Do situation. .f 
I 

Bac k a·t~" the ou ts I<,-i rt~""~:t..,.[)a·f Do, pr~l;!-r.a-ti o~t.h e . 

next ay I s atta.c·~e the primary ~rn--mop-e troops~ 
./ (*) 

needed. Company G of 2/4 (Captain Manuel S. Vargas) 

reported to the battalion base camp at Mai Xa Chanh approxi­

mately three miles northeast of Da; Do. This company then pro­

ceeded to the battle area in M-8 landing craft. 

Supporte9 by a platoon of two tanks, Company G and the 

forward battalion CP group attacked to the northwest toward 

Dai Do ~hortly before 1300 of the 1st. The other companies, F, 

H, and 8/1/3, were prepared to support {G c~~P~~~"'s/V~ttack or+u 
v / 

reinforce as required. Following concentrated artillery and 

air preparation, G ground its way through the village. In 

(*) Captain Vargas was awarded the Medal of Honor for his' 

participation in the Battle of Dai Do. 

\ 

\ 
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late afternoon, .the enemy .. mounted a powerful counterattack and 

pushed the Marines into the ~ortheastern corner of the village. 

The situation became critical andB/l/3 moved in to reinforce 

G but became boggeg down in the face of the heavy enemy fire. 

Eve nth 0 ugh the r ewe res eve r a 1 ; en e my a t t a c k s d uri n 9 the n i g h t • 

the companies tleld to thei r perimeters. Whenever the enemy 

massed to attack, he was saturated with supporting arms and 

small arms fire. 
l *) 

Company E (Captain James E. Livingston) had arrived 

in the battle area about 1800 on the 1st and at dawn on the 2d. 

both E and G Companies attacked northward and once more ejected 

the enemy from Oai Do. The fighting was extremely vicious and 

casualties were heavy. The decision was made to have Company 

H pass through E to maintain the momentum of attack and also 

capture the village of Dinh to the northwest of Oai Do. The 

Communists recouped with a counterattack at 1300 and forced E 

and H back to the southwestern extremity of Oai Do. 

After casualty evacuation, resupply, and renrganization, 

G and F attacked again into increasingly heavy fire. In late 

afternoon of the 2d, the battalion CP group was hit hard: Lieu­

tenant Colonel Weise was severely wounded along with two radio 

operators and Sergeant Major John Malnar was killed. The NVA 

were on the verge of overrunning both companies when the order 

.(*) Captai.n Livingston was also awarded the Medal of Honor for 

his part in the battle at Dai. Do. 
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-Amidst. concentrated enemy fires, 

the two companies moved back ,to the E and H perimeter on the 

southern side of the village established earlier by the bat­

talion S-3, Major George F. Warren. 

Major Charles W. Knapp, 2/4'5 executive officer, took 

command and rushed to Dai Do from Mai Xa Chanh. He brought 

with him 60 men, headquarters personnel and wounded who were 

still able to fight; to reinforce the depleted companies in 

Da; 00. The night was spent keeping the enemy out of the per­

imeter using all means available. A flaresbip arrived on 

station which proved invaluable in illuminating the battle 

field and preventing the enemy from massing an attack. Sup­

porting arms came into full play during the hours of darkness. 

The next day, the 3d, the former SLF battalion, 1/3 (Lieu­

tenant Colonel Charles W. Jarman)., relieved 2/4 and advanced 

through Dai Do meeting only light resistance. Apparently the 

enemy withdrew the bulk of his force during the night in face 

of the heavy supporting arms fire. Littered throughout the 

village were considerable amounts of equipment and weapons as 

. 
(*) Lieutenant Colonel Weise later remarked that the pullback 

was necessary at this point since the ARVN battalion attacking 

on the northwestern flank of 2/4 withdrew. This situation al­

lowed the enemy to move in from the left and rear to out flank 

the forward elements of G/2/4. WeiseCdmmertts on Draft MS, 
"\ 

Oct 69. 
'--/ 
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well a? the many dead from·the see-sawing battles that had 

taken place there since the 30th. In clearing out Dai Do and 

surrounding objective areas, 1/3 accounted for 330 more NVA 

killed. On the 5th in the last major engagement of ,the Oai Do 

area, 1/3 killed another 151 NVA in a confrontation involving 

a l s 600meter front.· Qn1y 10 Ma.J!lAes wer'e kil+e4. bu~ 

wounded -and evacua~ 

action in and around Oai Do, there 

was considerab e activity jus.C~ few ki1omet~>r.'s"-away to ~he­

northwest. Tlte U. S. Ar~21 st Infant .,y~d 1 s;"p-~val ry 

troops, fresh from ~anh, tackl f the 320th 

Army 

evacuated. 

mauled an 

NVA battalion, killing 103. 

bid for R~ was forged out ,of desperation./ 

r and so .was the /e{:~d Offens i v or Tet 168 

episode. 

recruits 

almost 60 in the 
! 
I 

support' 9 arms 
I 

5 later in which ~ bid 

/ 

the NVA of 

, 
\ 
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·S~(g~~'T:k~ 
Thel\2d Battalion, 4th Marines had borne the brunt of the 

NVA divisionis attack and had suffered accordingly; 80 KIA and 

256 WIA and evacuated, leaving the rifle companies consider-

ably below half strength. This battalio~, divorced from its 

normal amphibious role with the Seventh Fleet, served as a 

conventional maneuver battalion and, in so doing, became involved 

in what proved to be one of the fiercest engagements of the 

Marines' long commitment in ICTZ. 

/. 
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Chap~~r VI~I 
J- ,- (1) 
IN RETROSPECT ' 

'(1) Unless otherwise' noted;" the material in this chapter is 

derived f~om: ra'p!ed' i'ntervie'w' with- Col Alfred r.\'Thi:)ritas fOt-'rne.t:' 
~-

CO, BLT 1/3 and CO, SLF(ALFA. (TF 79.4), HistDiv Tape No. 3064 

(5); Taped interview with Col John F. McMahon, former CO, SLF 

Alfa (TG 79. ), HistDiv Tape No. 4479 (S). 
-------.-----

"'. .' ::'::1 ... ' • ~" ., I. . 
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Altogether, the SLFs -participated-in 67 combat operations 
u1' ~ ,'. 

in South Vietnam. Of thes~\21~~ere purely amphibious in nature; 

the r~~t -i'nv'~l'ved as's(gnment':to ill MAF for operational con-

trol. p. number o,f:;.th~ amphibious target areas were clearly 
0. . ',&-~ 

second'prio'r'H;,Y. '!'-The kill' rat'ios a~t'e reflectedi'n this fact. 
/," - "j,.:., !.~, '.', ;,:"',JI,_" .. ,.·' . _ 'i" •. , ~;, . .i... ..' .\;~~D ~'-......, 

,some operations were predicated upon weak intelligence and 

the results were correspondingly low. Other operations, where 

the SLF units were chopped ashore. involved heavy combat, in- . 

cluding among others STARLITE, HASTINGS, UNION, the ~~(il F"'ights, 

BUFFALO, and Dai Do. In these confrontations, the SLFs' re­

sults mirrored the severity of the crisis to which they were 

committed as a reserve force or as a regular line battalion 

chopped ashore. Totally, the four-year record of the SLFs ac­

counts for 679 enemy killed and 365 captured. Their losses 

were 130 killed and 409 wounded. 

Looking at the long tortuous history of the conflict in 

Vietnam, it is quite apparent that it was basically a land war. 

To be sure, naval and amphibious applications were to be found 
i 

and employed; but these applications did not change the basic 

character of the war. Against this backdrop, how valid was 

the amphibious role and mission of the Marines, established by, 

~he National Security Act of 1947 and dutifully perpetuated 

ever since? Was the Marine Corps in tune with the times? 

Any objective analysis of this question brings to light 

one very significant fact: the Marines were ready, on board 

~ .~S._~ ~vy _.5 h j ps jn tJlE;!_ South China Sea, ~.w hoe n~_P~resjd en t_J 0 h n s on~ 
1-:(; "'i~," t,e'.!]::.)' ,;:'r,,-!{,.. ; )--'1.: "1..., .'f.':'=-'" 1.-,<,:" If, " 

-SEC-RET-
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ordered them to land in South~ Vietnam in March 1965. The 

Marines' role and mission were well satisfied at a time when 

other service forces ~ere not ready or available for varying 

reasons. 

I t can be rea son a b 1 Y a r 9 u edt hat . 't-l:t 9 ne'~ a n amp h i b i ~. 

ous landing per se was not really necessary at Da Nang. The 
V -£1, , l f-e) 

airbase there was~secure and an airlift could have essentially 

performed the same task. The factor of a totally hostile en­

vironment was lacking in this situation. On the other hand, 

had South Vietnam been completely hostiles the Navy-Marine team 

was prepared to handle the problem with a full-blown assault. 

Preparedness for all eventualities was apparent in the early 

stages of the Vietnam experience. The Marines basic mission 

was quite valid and fully answered the needs of the U. S. 

government at the time. 

The changing nature of the conflict, from a purely guerrilla 

war to a large-scale land ,conflicts relegated the amphibious 

role of the Marines t,o the background. Still, contingency plans 

for the western Pacific called for an amphibious striking force. 

This responsibility did not diminish throughout the entire war. 

The Indonesian alert of 1965 serves as a case in point. Despite 

actual combat commitment in South Vietnam, the SLF had to set 

sail for Indonesian waters for possible evacuation of American 

nationals. 

Maintaining this mobile ready force capability with the 

increasing pressures of the fighting in Vietnam was no easy 

\ 
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task and It times fell short of the mark~ Lieutenant General 

Victor H. Krulak,.CommandingGeneral of Fl~et Marine Force. 

Pacific, particularly strove to maintain a ready force afloat 

despite pressure from ComUSMACV to land the SLF and keep it in 

country. Because of General Krulak's intensive efforts, the 

SLF was kept alive as a reserve for in-country crises and as a 
, 

contingency force for other commitments in the western Pacific 

--in fact, it was doubled in size. Obviously, during the first 

half of 1968 with Tet and its aftermath, the SlFs' units re-

mained ashore because of the extremely critical need for forces 

in-country. As soon as the Communist offensives were exhausted, 

the SlFs returned to their ships and continued to conduct oper­

ations along the coast of ICTZ and to act as the Seventh Fleet 

Reserve for western Pacific contingencies. 

Readiness was and always wi11 be a continuing goal for the 

Marines and the amphibious force afloat, as developed over the 

years, was and still is one of the most realistic ways to 

achieve this end. Despite all the conflicting demands of the 

war in Vietnam, this responsibility somehow had to be fulfilled. 
, 

It was done, albeit in an interrupted and tenuous fashion. 

Aside from the issue of readiness; there was the bonus 

effect of the rehabilitation program for III MAF units assigned 

to the SLFs. Although its scope was not extensive enough to 

affect all III MAF units, there were a good many infantry bat­

talions and helicopter squadrons that upgraded their combat 

capabilities from.this training and re.furbishment effort from 
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June 1965 to September 1969. Considering the-difficulties in 

effecting a similar program in-country for combat-attrited 

units, this was an obvious benefi_t for III MAF. '. .tJ ... 

~~~u<idL..~-.;:f::;~~ 
Another useful feature of the SlF conceptAwas its mobility. 

The capability of supporting the entire theater of war on short 

notice provided flexibility to reaction responses as well as to 

planned offensive operations. The existence of the SLFs pre­

sented another dimension to the problem? the enemy faced in 

prosecuting his war. Certainly, it was expensive and ineffi­

cient in terms of the mechanics of troop employment. But 

"measured against the overall military responsibilities in the 

western Pacific, the rehabilitation feature, and the mobile 

threat to Communist forces in Vietnam, the SLF proved its value. 

As the war wound down after 1969, these concerns became a 

matter of history. No doubt in time, similar issues will come 

to pass again. The salient lesson to be gained from it all is 

" that there is no substitute for readiness, a principle to which 

the Marine Corps will remain dedicated. The exercise of dif­

ferent strategies, tactics, and techniques throughout the war 

have not-refuted the principle of readiness nor the need for an 

amphibious capability as expressed in the initial landing of 

1965 and the III MAF and SLF operations thereafter. The Marine 

Corps role and mission was and still is valid. It will remain 

valid as long as the Marines continue to enhance their amphibi~ 

ous technology and stress afloat readiness. To date. this em­

phasis has proved to be the best and most reliable means of 

\ 
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providing in~remental iime:ad~antage, when short-notice reaction 

has been required to supp~t U.S. diplomacy in friendly and 

hostile environments. 
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