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~ .. INTRODUCTION
Section 206(c) of the dmended National Security Act of

1947, as cod1f1ed and\re enpcted into law as 10 USC 5013,

DL B R iy
reads in part C ) /
it A\
. b § - . .
L“ﬁ:;f;The Mar1nerCorp5usha1] be organized, trained,
“and equippéd to provide fleet marine forces of combihed’
I -
3 LY

arms, together wifh suﬁporting air -components, for service

with the fleet 1n the seizure or defense of advanced nava]

—
e e T

bases and for the conduct of such Tand operations as may

be essent1a1 to the prosecution of a naval campaign...

Further...To perform such other duties as the President

may direct.

This delineation of the Marine Corps role and mission has’
not applied precisely to the Vietnam experience any more than
it did to the Korean conflict. The amphibious landings made
by the Marines on the littoral of South Vietnam have not been
Iexecuted primarily to seize or defend naval bases and related
land operations have not been essential to a purely naval
campaign. The mission of the Marines in Vietnam has been a
mixed endeavor involving the amphibious capability, the support
of other Services and Allies, and such other duties as the
President has directed.

What had started out as a response to a standard contin-’
gency operation by a Marine amphibious force, soon developed

1nto a protracted land war of monumental proport1ons Considering

PR e IR (‘ , Wi ,'~ “‘;.C,w'.l,.
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the Korean experience, this nonamphibious role was really
nothing new. It was something that had to be taken in strideQ
The expansion of the 'I1I Marine Amphibious Force (III MAF) to
the size‘§}“égfﬁeig army was, however, a unique experience for
the Mardines.: By:May 1968, . there were more US Army maneuver
battalions ‘under 'III MAF operdtional control than"Marine bat-
talions--29 as compared with 24. Overall, 30 percent of the
US. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (ComUSMACV) assets weré
committed to III MAF's operational area, the I Corps Tactical
Zone (ICTZ), which covered the five northernmost provinces of
South Vietnam. The 2d Republic of Korea Marine Brigade further

increased the scope of this command with four more battalions

~under "operational guidance" of III MAF. The Marines absorbed

fhis responsibility in spite of the fact that their organiza-
tional structure was not initially geared to the task. Even
though administering a field army was a new experience for the.
Marines, they readily accepted this expanded role and out of
hecessity emphasized land warfare.

Still, the amphibious role was the Marine Corps' raison.
d'etre and its vested interest. Further, commitment to a land
war did not diminish the need or responsibi]ity for maintain-
ing an amphibious capability in the Western Pacific. There
were a number of contingency plans in the area that required
a continuous state of readfness by the Seventh Fleet and its
émphibious forces. There was a danger in preoccupation with
ggq}h‘yjetpam.“ABoth“the;Navy and the Marines had to be

B R A
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constantly ready to conduct amphibious operations elsewhere,
on short notice, even when committed to an extended land cam-
paign in South Vietnam. - Consequently, the-'Special Landing
Forcé,(SLF) waﬁ»maintained to provide this strategic reserve.

The SLF, originally instituted. in the mid-50s under various

~other titles, historically consiisted-of-oneor two ‘battalion -

landing teams (BLTs), and later, with helicopter support.

The SLF had a checkered history in Vietnam primarily be-
cause amphibious operations generally were not the best tac-
tical option to apply to a land-oriented war where Marines
were already on the beach. Nevertheless, some of the purely
amphibious operations of the SLF netted significant enemy
casualties (the highest casualties, however, were in the non-

amphibious SLF operations ashore); and even in the low-kill

amphibious operations, there was always the short .term effect

of upsetting enemy activity in the coastal areas. Most sig-
nificantly, the SLF provided ComUSMACV the only immediate re-
Serve force with its own organic support for in-country
contingencies,

Another benefit of maintaining the SLF was the resultant
Upgrading of combat-attrited, in-country units. During the

early part of the war in Vietnam, units assigned to the SLF

from III MAF rotated and underwent a rehabilitation program on

Okinawa. This program permitted improvement of combat effec-

tiveness, training of personnel, refurbishment of supplies and

équipment, and a break from the grind of continuous qombatﬂdqty.

e
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'Unfortunéte]y,;this very beneficial program stopped with the
enemy bui]d-up 1n the DMZ in late ;pring 1967,

In Tate fall 1967, the as;igﬁﬁéht“bf SLF units ashore
under §pef5fi9nqimppntro]¢of 111 MAF commands for protracted
beriodﬁgofpﬁihé bgéaﬁétgtandand;practice. Some in-country
MarineS“opéhTy*éxbreSSéd”thé“dﬁfﬁidh*that?amphibﬁbUSuopefl‘”“
ations were a waste of time and that the SLFs should be left
ashore, Thése Marines, barbed by ComUSMACV critics interested
in enemy body count, failed to appreciate that the SLF was not
solely dedicated to the war in Vietnam and that CINCPAC had
other responsibilities as well. Understandably, the immediate .
war at hand was their prime concern and, of course, at a
higher level, that of CINCPAC as well.
| With Tet and its .aftermath, the contingency capability of
ihe Seventh Fleet amphibious force deteriorated as both SLFs
remained ashore in support of prolonged III MAF operations
from February through May 1968. As Tet and the subsequent
"mini-Tet" subsided and the demands.of land conflict ashore
diminished to manageable proportions, the SLFs were at long
iast able to return to their shipping and reshme their
ﬁmphibious role.

The SLF record thereafter included several more operationé
over the summer of 1968; then there was a period when one SLF
gerved ashore while the other underwent rehabilitation at Subié
éay in the Philippines. By October 1968, both SLFs were again

in full operation and conducted amphibious operations until
R TR , SECRET ‘
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September 1569. - At this point, the SLF-resumed its-normal
role of being a ready force afloat, prepared to execute any
of 1t5j;ont1ngénéy‘pféﬁgl o ”

,Tﬁe lqné:anq shQnt_qf the Marines' war in Vietnam was
that this ‘particular conflicthad 1Timited application for
the spéciéif&f&f aﬁﬁﬁ{g{ddéxzﬁg?atfbﬁég'mThé"MaYﬁhE'ddrﬁﬁut
was forced by circumstances to perform in a capacity other
than its primary role and function. Despite the fact that
Vietnam was not a showcase for amphibious operations, the
Marines performed their mission as an amphibious force wherever
it was tactically feasible. This monograph provides an
analysis of these Special.lLanding Force operations as a part

of the Marines' total effort in South Vietnam.
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7 ... _CHAPTER I_ . . . U
l
I
{
!
l
|
l

DEVELOPMENTAL BACKGROUND AND EARLY DEPLOYMENT OF THE

SIE BLAGY Timan; LA R LT gt :

" " 8PECIAL LANDING FORCE (1)

' (1) © Unless otherwise’ noted, the-material in this chapter is

iderlved from:"” ”bfﬁS;”NE@élgﬁigfxﬁiG}?éNb;'Hiéiorngﬁ Q;'g;‘ﬁavél

\

;Operations, Vietnam, v. 1, 1946-63(S}, hereafter CNO HD NavOQs?
VN, v. 1, 1946-63(S); CNO HD NavOps, v. 2, 1964(S); Maj James
x

‘M. Yingling, Capt Harvey D. Bradshaw, Mr. Benis M. Frank,

i

"United States Marine Corps Activities in South Vietnam, 1954-63,

/A Study Prepared for the Secretary of Defense," (HistBr, G-3
Div, HOMC) (8); LtCol John J. Cahill and Jack Shulimson, “Hlstofz

J

i
i
{
{
l
i
}of U. S. Marine Corps Operations in Vietnam, January-June 1965,"

E(HlstBr, G-3 Div, HQMC) (S), hereafter Cahill and Shulimson,

i§§ﬂg Ops VN, Jan-~Juné5(S); Marine Corps General Officers Sym-
%posium, 1962, 007A20662 of 26 Jul 1962 (S); Fleet Marine Force;
!Atlantic: Test Report, Fast Lénding Force Concept, 039-58 of |

!

317 May 1958(C), hereafter FMFLant Test Rpt, 17Ma258(c); Air/ ;

‘Ground Task Force Structure 1953-1960, File VE 23.2N 120308, ‘
lHlstorlcal Reference Branch, HQMC (S); 2/5 ComdD, 3 Jul~-lé6 Oct
51960(C), bereafter 2/5 ComdDs (S); 2/9 ComdD, 7 Feb-31 May 196%
i(U); 3/9 ComdD, 24 Mar-22 Jun 1961 (S); 1/3 ComdD, 15 Jun-23 Aég
h961(c); 2/3 ComdD, 15 Jul-6 Oct 1961(C); 3/3 ComdD, 11 Aug—lB%
bec 1961(C); 1/9 ComdD, 15 Dec 1961-21 Feb 1962(U); 2/9 ComdD,f>
ﬁ9 Feb-23 Apr 1962(C);'l/3 ComdD, 20 May-22Aug 1962(C); 3/9 E

|
ComdD, 24 Apr-Jul 1962(5), 2/3 ComdD, 22 Aug-18 Oct 1962(C), 3/3

ALQann TR LA
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ComdD, 18 0ct-17 Dec 1962(C); 2/9 ComdD, 1 Jan-31 Mar 1963(U);
3/9 ComdD, 28 Mar-23 May 1963(C); 2/3 ComdD, 24 Jul-16 Sep
1963 (S); 3/3 ComdD, 31 Aug-8-Dec - 1963(S); 1/3 ComdD, 13 Jun-

23 Jul 1964(C).
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The concept of the Special Landing Force has a number of paral-
lels dating back to Captain Samuel Nicholas' battalion landing
on New Providence Island in-the Bahamas on-3 March 1776. The
commitment‘of/bat£§1jon-size landing forces has been a rather
common -experience in Marine. Corps history. In contrast, the
employment ‘of floating battalions built arcund combined arms,
poised for immediate contingency response, is more unusual ex-
cept in relatively recent times. This more precise parallel
probably had its origin during the Civil War.

In June 1861, Captain Samuel F. DuPont, USN, with the
- backing of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Gustavus V.
Fox, arranged to havé a Marine battalion assigned to a special
transport (SS Governor) for a naval campaign along the coastal
and riverine areas of the Confederate States. After its
establishment afloat, this battalion, under command of Major
John G. Reynolds, met with i11 fortune when the Governor
swamped at sea in a Hatteras gale. 'As a result, the battalion
was deprived of its role in the fight at Port Royal, Virginia.
‘Despite its ill1-fated start, this unit is probably the oldest
‘ancestor of the floating battalion concept in the U. S. Marine

Corps.(2)

’(2) Colonel Robert D. Heinl, Jr., Soldiers of the Sea (Annapolis:

United States Naval Institute, 1962), pp. 73-74, hereafter Heinl,

.Soldiers of the Sea.
L T N A L A T F A S o ST e U
i ‘
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The Spanish-American War marked a further application of
the floating battalion. On 2z April 1898, Lieutenant Colonel
Robert W. Huntington embarked a battalion {five companies of
infantry'ahd\bﬁé_Sfinch artillery company) aboard a specially
fitted transport, the;USS:Panther, for expeditionary service in
Cuba. This unit, self-contained in its mobile Togistical base,
was reinforced by the guns of Commodore Winfield S. Schley's
Flying Squédron. Although this battalion spent a relatively
short period afloat--the troops were temporarily disembarked at
Key West--it was finally committed on 10 June at Guantanamo,
Cuba. The unit's performance as the spearhead of American forces
in Cuba (including the battle of Cugzb Well on 14 June), became <
one of the brightest highlights of this short six-month war.(3)

Floating battalions were prominent during the expedition-
ary period of the early 1900s. 1In 1903 when Panamanians
started a revolution for independence from Colombia, Major John
A. Lejeune's floating battalion landed to help stabilize the
situation, Off-loaded amidst a torrential downpour at Colon, .
-the Marines quickly thwarted the Colombian soldiers from pur-
suing the revolutionaries. Once established, it took the U.S;
only four days to recognize the new Panamanian government,
‘and in turn assure U. S. rights for canal development. Sub-
'sequently, a Marine brigade was formed, commanded by no less a

‘personage than Brigadier General Commandant George F. Elliott.

.(3) Ibid., pp. 113-117.

RG-S AL
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This marked the.]ast time a commandant took personal command
in)the'fig]d,(f}

In Septermber 1906, LieUfenantNCo]one]‘A]bertus W. Catlin
landed his flpétﬁng_batta]ion in Havana, Cuba. This expedition
had the mission of*ensuring the stability of the Cuban govern-
ment as prbvidéd{for'in the provisions of the Platt Amendment.
Other Marine battalions followed until there was a brigade
force on duty as well as Army units, Finally, in 1909 the last
elements of the force returned from this extremely long stint
of guard duty.(5) |

The floating battalion concept flourished until the First
World War., The battalion bases when in home waters were
Brooklyn, League Island, or Pensacola, and when in the Carib-
bean, Guantanamo Bay. With the advent of the Advance Base
Concept and the War in Europe, however, the floating battalion
concépt was overshadowed. In essence it remained in obscurity

until after World War II1.(6)

(4)  1bid., pp. 147-148,
(5) LtCol Clyde H. Metcalfe, A History of the United States

Marine Corps (New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1939}, pp. 312-

324, hereafter Metcalfe,. USMC History.

‘(6) The Advance Base Force featured a small expeditionary
Marine Brigade with combined arms support, equipped to seize
and hold temporary naval bases as well as accompany the fleet
for any contingency in time of W@T;, See'lgig.)App.w31Qf3]1

SECRET
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Within the context of modern methods of warfare and
techno]ogy, the most comparable force to the Special Landing
Force harkens back to 1947. At 'that time the Commander in
Chief of Nava]nFofces, Mediterranean requested that the Chief
of Naval.Operations furnish a- battalion-size Fleet Marine Force
unit to bolster the striking powéer of the U. S. Sixth Fleet in
connection with supporting the "Truman Doctrine” in that area.
In January 1948 a reinforced battalion joined the fleet for
duty. Since that time, except for two short periods, Marine
landing forces have been continually assigned on a rotational
basis to the Sixth Fleet; also, during much of that time Marine
air was deployed to the Mediterranean as well,(*)

This Sixth F1eetvamphibious force, obscured at times by
the developmental trends of the '50s toward larger unit pack-
ages, still held its own., There was always a need for a light-
weight task force to respond to contingency calls--whether it
was for a quick small-scale show of force to calm a political
crisis or to grab a toe hold until a larger force could arrive
on the scene.

Following the Korean Conflict, the Marine Corps, as was

the case with the other services, was deeply concerned with its

and Heinl, Soldiers of the Sea, p. 160,

(f) These periods were from August 1950 to March 1951 during
the Korean Conflict, and from March 1955 to April 1956, when
funds were not available to deploy such a force.

~ SECRET
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postwar role. The Commandant of the Marine Corps, Genera] 7
Lemuel C. Shepherd, Jdr., endeayored to guide the Corps back to
a peacetime posture- and at‘fhe:same time perpetuate a high
state of combat readiness. On 12 Apri1'1§54, the Commandant
wrote a Tetter to,tﬁé Cdmmanding;Genera1 of Fleet Marine Force,
Atlantic (FMFLant), which was to'have long-term implications:
for the Marine Corps. This directive triggered the "packaged"
concept of task forces-in-readiness that was to become the
motif of Marine contingency planning that still is strongly

in evidence today. The Commandant expressed the belief that
fthe Marine Corps' vital role as a force-in-readiness would be
~greatly enhanced by having available at all times, for rapid
movement, light-weight task forces of regimental group size
[vis a vis battalion group size],f such forces to be fcapab]e
of movement to the objective area in thirty-knot combatant
shipping, and of initiating and maintaining assault operations
by HRS helicopters as a sole means of transportétion;f(7)

As a result of this letter, Brigadier General ‘Homer L.
Litzenberg was appointed to head an informal board that was to
submit proposals relative to the organizétion; equipment, and -
concepts for employment of such a force., The board studied
the matter and developed a fFast Landing Forcef (FLF) concept -
employing a reQimenta] landing team (RLT). After considerable

evaluation at Headquarters, Marine Corps and at the Marine Corps ~—

(7) FMFLant Test Rpt, 17 May 1958 (C).
| " SECRET_
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échools, Quantico, Virginia, orders were issued dlrectlng -that
_ !
the FLF concept be tested durlgg,the 1958 amphibious exercises.

PTIAR G AL toinri i L . /
ThlS test was comblned Wlth '2d Marine Division exercise,

S o
]

PHIBEX 1-58, and was held.at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

i
Much of:{the FLF attivityﬁreVOIved“around the evacuation of
fzameriéah hationals, similar to the Suez Crisis of 1956. |.
The development and refinement of light=-weight task forcee
?continued in the late 50s. There were experiments with variable-
size packages under different designations in numerous amphibieus
iexercises on both coasts and in.the Pacific. Significantly, the
battalion landing team (BLT), composed of an infantry battalio#
:reinforced by necessary combat and service elements, beeame the
basic troop unit in an assault landing. The Lebanon Crisis of
July-October 1958 provided a test-in-earnest of the concept
with the commitment of BLTs 1/8, 2/2, and 3/6, reinforced by
a standard infantry battalion (2/8), ultimately all under the
eommand of the 2d Marine Provisional Force (Brigadier General
ESidney S. Wade).
‘ With the increase of political tensions in the Far East
during 1960, especially in Laos, Seventh Fleet and 3d Marine
Division planners worked together and readied a fast seaborne
reaction force of BLT size, similar to the "Med" battalion, fof
contingency deployment. On 20 July 1960, the First Provisional ===
Battalion Landing Team Afloat (BLT 2/5), under command of : »
Lieutenant Colonel Warren A. Butcher, wasnectivated at Camp

Schwab Oklnawa for duty with the Seventh Fleet., This BLT, the
i $ECR
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‘immediate-forerunner of- the-SLF, was to be rotated periodically,

;usually about every two and. a half months.

CUUND St e W REVTIRG VUET AFSTON LRT LA s ot ITE
The mission of the BLT employed with elements of the

. vn - e gn e
2 : ST

‘Seventhgrgeetfﬁggrﬁoqu;p;epared to conduct assault or non-

.assault-landings’in order tos: i2'i"

' B TV R N et I R T P RO B (AR 1ol | BT DI o R P

1, Support the State Department evacuation responsi-
1

bility in the following areas (or as otherwise directed):
| Japan, Korea, Ryukyus, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Hong |
Kong, Macao, Taiwan, Thailand, Burma, Federation of Malayé,

Singapore, Philippines, British Borneo, Indonesia,

Netherlands New Guinea, Portuguese Timor, Australia

(ipcluding Trust Territories), New Zealand (including
island dependencies) and French and British Oceana.

2. Conduct other operations as may be required to
support the national policy of the United States, to
protect United States interests, or relieve human suffer-
‘ ing. (8)
| BLT 2/5 underwent a training period followed by a series
;of inspections and departed Okinawa on 4 August 1960. Once
aboard, the unit journeyed to training areas and liberty ports:
in Japan, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Hong Kong for a period
jof two and a half months. The activities of this BLT and the
%others that followed soon proved to be rather similar if not

stereotyped. Looking over the "significant events" entries

'(8) 2/5 ComdD, 3 Jul=16 Oct 1960 (C). i

NIRRT
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in the command diaries, one encounters a continuous round of
inspections, training exerc1§e§,‘embarkations and debarkations,
combat‘and ceremonia]"reviews,'ath]etic competitions, parties
with foreign dignitaries and officers, and liberty runs in
Subic Bay, Manila, Hong Kong, and Kaohsiung. Wherever the unit
was during these cruises, it”wéS“alwayS'ready';o perform its’
contingency mission on short notice. The traditional Marine
Corps image of readiness, albeit in a small 1,300-man force,
was continuously in evidence in Southeast Asia.

In August 1961, after six BLTs had gone through the
rotation cycle as the First Provisiona] BLT Afloat, the desig- =
nation changed to the "Special Landing Force," a name that
continues as of this writing. The term "Special Landing
Forcef in 1961 as in 1970 indicated the presence of aviation
support for the BLT, a squadron of medium helicopters.(*)

The period of 1961 to 1965 was marked by numerous contin=
gency alerts involving the various nations of Indochina, Most
of these alerts were a matter of the SLF floating offshore on
a standby basis without executing any landings. In May 1962,
there was a departure from this pattern when the Thai government
fequested military assistance because of attacks in Laos by

Communist forces and the movement of Communist military units

(*) The term "Special Landing Force" was unique to the Pacific
Fleet. Similar BLT deployments were taking place in the
Caribbean and as indicated earlier, in the Mediterranean;

 SECRET
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‘toward the border of Thailand. President John F.. Kennedy -
quickly honored the request,. and the SLF landed on 17 May.
Portlons of BLT 3/9 (Lleutenant Colonel Harold W. Adams) on

board the USS Valley Forge (LPH-8) flew ashore in HMM-261

Lo ) . o
(Lleutenant:Coionelered‘A;WSteele) helicopters and landed at: . L ‘

Don Mudhg¥AitﬂBééérgﬁtsiﬁe’éfmﬁgﬁgﬁék;n‘Thé‘fémaiﬂdef'ééﬁé:“%‘\
.ashore by barges from the USS Navarro (APA-215) and the USS

Point Defiance (LSD-31) and proceeded to the airfield in Thai

‘trucks. From Don Muang, the troops completed the journey to
;Udorn by C-130 aircraft. Class III, IV, and V supplies were .
tshipped by rail to Udorn but tanks and amtracs were not
‘committed because of the extensive distance and poor traffic-
fability of Thai roads in the interior.

Once ashore, the BLT reported for operational control to
:the Chief, Joint US Military Advisory Group, Thailand (Major % e
‘General Briard R, Johnson, USA), and remained under his’control
until 20 May 1962. At that time, the operational control
shifted to the 3d Marine Expeditionary Brigade (Brigadier
General Ormond R. Simpson) which had arrived from Okinawa.
The entire Marine force ultimately came under the‘operational
control of the Commander, Joint Task Force 116 (Lieutenant

General James L. Richardson, Jr., USA).(*)

X*) The 3d MEB consisted of a headquarters company, a provisional

Marine aircraft group, a logistical support group, and the SLF |
‘ 1

BLT. JTF 116 included a US Army infantry brigade, a logistic

1
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~The. BLT established its base camp and.command post : ,M:
iapproximately eight miles south of Udorn along route 27, while;
‘the Brigade Headquartérs’ 'set up its CP at the Udorn airstrip. |
! Lovr A T oanLin Lt i
fInit?aliy;h§ﬁ§§é épV%ﬁe%ygr halves, the Marines soon improved
‘their ‘base camp so:that:within.a month, all personnel were
comfortably glartéred in largd ‘§éneral pifpose tents with
?wooden decks. Establishing a base of operations, however,

was only a small part of the task at hand, something that had
to be taken in stride with operations in the field.

The BLT conducted extended platoon and company-size
%armed reconnaissance patrols along Routes 26 and 27: north
‘to Nong Khai, south to Khon Kaen; east to Sakon Nakhon,
northwest to Loei, the cardinal distances being 160 by 100
miles. When compared to the III Marine Amphibious Force
iarea, I Corps Tactical Zone, that subsequently was established
gin South Vietnam in 1965, this wés an exceptionally large
ioperational area. Two companies conducted helicopter exercise$
tincluding a night operation. Daiiy helicopter training patrolé
iwere conducted by BLT personnel consisting of a drop at one
:location and an extraction a considerable distance away at
Eanother predetermined location, The name of the game was to
make the Marines' presence known--a show of force. Motorized

patrols were utilized as well. The Marines in this case would

ride to the outer fringes of a town, debark, march through the?

command at Khorat, and elements of an Air Force air division, -
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town, and then reembark on the outskirts. Additionally, two
platoons had the assignment of assisting in the training of the
Thai Border Patrol Police at schools located in the vicinity

of Udorn and Ubon, Classwork in general military subjects and
live-firing exercises in the field were also emphasized.

There were problems that limited the Marines' activities.
One expressed shortcoming was the Tack of a Marine observation
squadron (VM0). With the vast amount of terrain to be covered,
a VMO was sorely needed to improve reconnaissance, artillery
spotting, and airborne air control. Another impediment was
the poor quality of Thai routes of communication for military
operations. Subsequent to this expedition, particularly dur-
fng the A]]iéd buildup in South Vietnam, considerable attention
was brought to bear on this problem with American aid.

A highlight of the expedition in Thailand was a visit by
the King and Queen on the 15th of June 1962. A BLT formation
was held in their honor with a display of weapons and equip-
ment, King Bhumibol and American Ambassador Kenneth Todd Young
addressed the Marines during the visit in a formal ceremony.
There were also other visits from time to time by senior U. S.
and Thai officers and government officials.

Gradually, the crisis diminished and on 28 July the BLT
was ordered back to Okinawa. This return was accomplished by
airlift, inc]uding 2 C-124 and 16 C-130 aircraft. A total of
37 loads were required to complete the airlift. On 30 July
the BLT commander reported to theVCqmmanding General, 3d Marine

‘ SECRET
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Division for operational control, The remainder of the 3d MEB
and the JTF dissolved shortly thereafter and returned to their
respective home bases in the Pacific area.

Both 1963 and 1964 were marked by major Seventh Flﬁgt de-
ployments intended to influence security on the Indqﬁgzinese il
peninsula. In April 1963, the Communist Pathet Lao were once
again making advances that threatened the frail Laotian coali-
tion government. The Seventh Fleet quickly moved two task
groups to a location in the South China Sea just south of the
17th Parallel near the Demilitarized Zone of Vietnam. An attack

~

carrier group 4TIV§7.5 formed around the USS Ticonderoga) and &=

an amphibious assault group (TG 76.5 with the USS Princeton as
the principal unit with the SLF, TG 79.5, embarked) cruised off-
shore in order to pressure Hanoi, the controlling influence be-
hind the Pathet Lao, to curtail its activity; As was the case
in Thailand in 1962, the threat subsided to an acceptable level
- and the naval force with its Marines moved to normal stations.

With the advent of the Tonkin Gulf Crisis in August 1964,
the United States forces experienced their first overt confron-
tation with the North Vietnamese. On 2 August 1964, North Viet-
namese torpedo boats attacked the USS Maddox and shorﬁﬂ{y there-—
after on the 4th, set upon the Maddox again and also the USS
Turner doy. U. S. Navy aircraft retaliated from carriers in
the Tonkin Gulf on the 5th, hitting PT boat harboring sites
and fuel storage areas along the coast of North Vietnam; In
Washington, Congress quickly adopted thg "Tpnkin Resolution®
| | CSECRET
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which established that the US would support the Republic of Y
Vietnam and "take all necessary measures to repel any armed

attack against the forces of the United States."(9)

An immediate buildup of U. S. forces in Southeast Asia
followed during fhe period 2-15 August to thwart any violent
reaction by North Vietnam or Communist China to the U. S. re-
taliatory attacks (PIERCE ARROW strikes) in North Vietnam.
Within the Seventh Fleet, reinforcements included two attack
carriers, a carrier with a submarine hunter-killer group em-
barked, plus seven destroyers, The amphibious capability also
was substantially reinforced. Initially, the SLF, embarked

aboard the Valley Forge (LPH-5), the Alamo (LST-33), and

Cavalier (APA-37),.set sail from Subic on the evening of 5
SEALERLAN SER2

August to a point 300 miles off the South Vietnamese coast be-
tween Saigon and Da Nang. Shortly thereafter on the 8th, RLT
9 began 1eav1ng Okinawa with the Marine Logistic Support Group
following. By the 15th, the entire amphibious task force ren-
dezvoused, the amphibious shipping under command of Rear Admiral
John H. Lee and the Marine units assembled as the 9th Marine
Expeditionary Brigade (9th MEB) under the command of Brigadier
General Raymond G. Davis., The Marine force consisted of a regi-
mental headquarters and three BLTs, including the SLF battalion

(2/3) and its supporting squadron, HMM-364; approximately

(9) Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Background Informa-

tion, p. 156.
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6,000 Marines in all., Significantly, the SLF was to remain
under the 9th MEB/III MAFraegis until June of the following
year. ' ' ‘ ’

During this‘perjod,_political unrest in Saigon itself
generated Seventh Fleet response., The crisis, inspired by
General Nguyen Khanh's new constitutfon of 16 August, ‘caused
Admiral Thomas E. Moorer, Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet,
to split his Seventh Fleet into two groupments. Stationed
off Cape Varella, the Amphibious Ready Group (ARG), including
the SLF, moved to a point near Cape St. Jacques approximately
two hours away by helicopter from Saigon. The Amphibious
Transport Group (ATG) with the RLT embarked established its
position approximately four hours from Da Nang.. Additionally,
on 13 September, there was an attempted coup to depose General
Khanh. During this particular crisis, the Marines continued
their vigil off Cape St. Jacques.

Several days later (18-19 September), further attacks by
North Vietnamese torpedo boats on the USS Morton (DD-948) and
the USS Edwards (DD-950) also contributed to the already crit-
ical state of tension. By the end of September, however, the
situation calmed and most of the Seventh Fleet forces returned
to normal operations. At this juncture, the Marines main-
tained two battalions afloat as compared to the one extant
before August. Shortly thereafter, the 9th MEB changed hands
as Brigadier General John P. Coursey assumed command on 16
October, B
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With the excéption of two more "dry-run" alerts and

flood relief activity, there was no more significant activity
for the SLF in 1964, - The fifsé aiert‘ih early November was
associated with the Viet Cong attack on the Bien Hoalkﬁrbase
and involved the SLF and the readying of two battalions of the
9th Marine Expeditionary:Brigade. By 5 November, a stand-down
was in effect. Soon thereafter, ;gphoons Iris and Joan hit
Da Nang and Quang Ngai. The SLF g;]icopter squadron, HMM-162
(Lieutenant Colonel Oliver M. Curtis) embarked on the USS
Princeton, flew over 1,000 sorties to land some 2,000,000
pounds of food and clothing for the victims in the Quang Ngai’
area, often amidst VC sniper fire. The final alert of the
year in late December involved another quick deployment of ARG
shipping, with the SLF embarked, to the Cape St. Jacques
locale. Resurgent unrest caused by the provisional legisla-
ture and establishment of power within the South Vietnamese
Government (GVN) by an Armed Forces Council prompted this pre-
cautionary movement. This alert, like the previous ones,
gradually wound down until normal operations were once again

underway.
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With the inherent training and maintenance difficulties
~associated with prolonged shipboard deployment, thelﬁézgade
faced a continual problem.“ Lieutenant General Victor H. Krulak,
Commanding Genera]Y:fM%uPacific, remarked to Admiral Moorer, /a;ﬂwi
thaﬁ/"as a rule of tﬁﬁmb, troops should not remain embarked
for a period exceeding one month without ‘an oppbrtUnity for
physical conditioning ashore or for field training."(10) This
guidance was reflected in rotation of the afloat SLF battalions
of the MEB: 2/3 with 3/9; 2/3 with 3/3; followed by 3/9 with
1/9 in February of 1965. As for the MEB headquarters itself,

it maintained its command post at Subic Bay or at sea on

board the USS Mount McKinIey (AGQJ while one BLT or the other, Mohoe
énd at times both, would stand off the coast of Vietnam. The
battalions were prepared to land at Da Nang or Saigon or both
simultaneously. Brigadier General Frederick J. Karch, who

assuméd command of the 9th MEB on 22 January, stated: ™"When

the temperature went up, we got closer."(11) The MEB was

merely playing a traditional Marine Corps role--being a force-

in-readiness.

(10) CG FMFPac msg 182020Z Sep64 quoted in MCCC, Items of
‘Significant Interest, dtd 10Sep64 (S). : '
(11) Transcript of BGen Frederick J. Karch Presentation to

the Command and Staff College, Quantico, Va., dtd 27Mayé65
(HistDiv, Oral Hist Collection) (S).
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. - Such was_the state of affairs during the. early years of.

!
l
E the SLF prior to the Marines landing in force in South Vietnam
Tin 1965." Seventh Fleet and Spec1al Landrng\Force activities

2o TV POTOSHLEY L.

i
' con;iqga;;y revolyved around those nations most vulnerable to

} Communist faggression. in: Southeast Asia--Laos, Thailand, and

j SoutH%ViE%ﬁéﬁf"As the’ tempo ‘of Communlst act1v1ty in South

+ Vietnam increased, actual SLF commitment (as an element of

the 9th MEB) was merely a matter of time.
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CHAPTER I1I
THE LANDINGS AT DA NANG AND QUI NHON(1)

(1) Uniess otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is

derived from: CinCPac Comd Hist. (Vol II), 1965, n.d. (TS),

hereafter CinCPac Hist, 1965 (TS); Com Amphib“For, U. .
Seventh Fleet, Hist of Amphib Ops in South Vietnam, Mar 65-
Dec66, n.d. (C); hereafter CAF Seventh F1t, Hist of Amphib

Ops (C); Cahill and Shulimson, USMC Ops, Jan-dun 65 (S); Haq,
FMFPac, U. S. Marine Corps Forces in Vietnam, Mar 65-67, Hist
Summary, n.d., v. 1 Nar (S) and v. 2 Stat (S), hereafter USMC
in RVN Hist Summary (S); Hq, FMFPac, Ops of III MAF Vietnam,

Mar-Sep 65, n.d. (S), hereafter III MAF Ops (S); FMFPac ComdC,
1 Mar 65-31 Dec 65 (S), hereafter FMFPac ComdC (S); 9th MEB
Reports, 1964-65 (S); 9th MEB ComdDs, Mar-Apr65 (S); 3d Marines
ComdD, Apr 65 (S); 1/3 ComdD, Mar-Apr65 (S); 1/9 ComdD, 23 Dec
64-7 Mar 65 (S); 2/9 ComdD, 28 Jan-26 Apr 65 (S); 3/9 ComdDs,

8 Jan-28 Feb, Mar, Mar-Apr, 11-30 Jun 65 (S); 9th MEB Arty Gru
ComdDs, Mar-Apr65 (S); BLSG ComdDs, Mar-Apr65 (S); TG 79.5
(SLF) Jun-Dec 65 (S); 3/7 ComdD, Jun-Jul (S); MCCC Items of
Significant Interest, Mar-Jul 65 (TS); Col Edwin H. Simmons,
UsSMC, ﬂThe Marines Response to Vietnam and Santo Domingo,f

MS Individual Research Paper, dtd 15 May 67, NWC, Washington,‘

D. C. (U), hereafter Simmons, Marine Corps Response (U); Taped

Interview with Capt David Whittingham, CO, Det 1st For Recon
Co, FMFPac, Hist Br Tape No. 81, dtd 15 Feb 66 (U); Taped
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Comments of Colewnel Norman G. Ewers on draft monograph,."U. S.

Marine Corps Operations in the Republic of Vietnam, January-
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Shortly after General Karch's assumption of command, planning

activities for landing in South Vietnam increased in tempo.

The brigade commander and members of his staff conferred with

General William C; Westmoreland, Commander, U,S. Military

Assistance Command, Vietnam in Saigon on 25 February about

plans for commitment at Da Nang. Concurrently, a detachment

of the 1st Force Reconnaissance Company (Captain David S. J/Af’

Whittingham) conducted a survey of the landing beaches in the

amphibious objective area (AOA). After several other confer-

ences and a command post exercise, General Karch joined Rear

Admiral Donald W. Wulzen on 6 March on board the USS Mount

'McKin1ex, 10 miles off the coast of Vietnam. By the end of

the MOnth, the final revision of the 9th MEB Operational Plan

(37D) was completed. Basically, it provided for the amphibious

lTanding of one of the SLF BLTs, 3/9 (Lieutenant Colonel Charles

E. McPartlin),(*) and the airlift of 1/3 (Lieutenant Colonel

Herbert J. Bain) from Okinawa to protect the Da Nang Air Base.
Finally, on 7 March, the long anticipated order from the

Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) in Washington was received by

Admiral U. S. Grant Sharp, Commander in Chief, Pacific (CinCPac).

Jugwiey The directive had the belying title "Improved Security Measures ~——
in the Republic of Vietnam." Because of the lack of last

minute approval by the South Vietnamese government and poor

(*) The second SLF BLT in existence at this time, 1/9, was
~given a 96-hour standdown for relief by 2/9 at Subic Bay.
~ SECRET
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weather conditions, the landing was delayed by Admiral Sharp.
The next morning, after concurrence arrived from the South
Vietnamese, the Admiral issued orders to execute the landing.

At 0545 on 8 March 1965, the amphibious elements of Task
Force 76 prepared to launch after closing to within 4,000
yards of the shoreline in Da Nang Harbor. The order to land
followed at 0600 but the .heavy swells within the harbor pre-
vented loading of the landing craft.

After postponement of H-Hour until 0900, 3/9's first wave
of LVTs landed at RED BEACH 2, some seven kilometers north of
the Da Nang Air Base. The lead elements arrived only three
minutes late. Company I landed over the northwest sector of
the beach; Company K disembarked to secure the southwest
sector. Company L followed, acting as advance guard for the
approach to the Da Nang airfield; Company M was reserve for
the landing force and provided protection for the support
elements on the beach.

At 0918 all scheduled waves were ashore and general un-
loading started. With the previous sweep of the area by two
ARVN battalions and friendly air cover overhead, there were
no immediate tactical problems for the Marines; Generally
speaking only difficulties of an administrative nature were
encountered.

Unlike most beaches assaulted by Leathernecks over the
years, RED BEACH 2 was complemented with lovely giggling girls
in Fao dai,ﬁ the dainty pants-suit worn throughout Vietnam.
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These girls were garlanded in lei reflecting the national
colors, red and yellow. Of less interest to the young Marines
swarming ashore was Mayor Nguyen-Van Thien of Da Nang, the I
Corps commander, Brigadier General Nguyen Chanh Thi, and a
group of university students. ,The charming young ladies cere-
moniously decorated the leading elements of the landing force-
including General Karch, who posed with them for photographs.

Travelling over a new road built by RVN engineers to
Highway 1 and the airfield, Company L moved out from the
beachhead followed by Company I, the artillery, and Company K.
Company M remained on the beach as security for the unloading
details throughout the night. By 1300, Admiral Wulzen passed
operational control to General Karch.

A few minutes later, the second BLT of the 9th MEB, 1/3
arrived at the Da Nang airfield from Okinawa in KC-130s of the
315th Air Division, USAF. This air]iff, temporarily delayed by
by overcrowding of the limited airfield facilities, was com- |
pleted by 1800 on 12 March with only occasional harassment by
Viet Cong snipers in the aircraft approach areas.

The 9th MEB was .given épecific instructions that the over-
all defense responsibility of the Da Nang area remain with the
South Vietnamese forces. The assigned mission was initially
only to reinforce existing forces at the Da Nang Air Base and

whatever installations agreed upon with General Thi.
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3/9 landing at RED BEACH, 8 March 1965, DOD Photo (USMC

Photo Al83818).
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Specifically, the/ﬁkigade shared responsibility for close- }41-
in defense of the airfield. An eight-mile tactical area of
responsibility (TAOR) was established. BLT 1/3.was assigned
the task of defending the airfield proper and 3/9 the mission
of defending the dominating terrain immediately to the west of
the airfield (Hills 327 and 268). BLT 3/9 had the additional
concern of providing security for the Engineer Group deployed
in their assigned area and the Light Antiaircraft Missile (LAAM)
Battery established on Hills 327 and 268.

Once in position, 3/9 commenced perimeter patrolling on e
a regular basis. There were several incidents of unidentified
movement resulting in friendly small arms fire. The first
casualties, as fate would have it, were Marines killed by their
own fire. During the night of 14-15 March, one member of a
four-man fire team located on Hill 271 accidentally fired upon
three other members who were returning from investigating a
noise. Two received fatal wounds while the third was slightly
wounded,

Other inc¢idental concerns included periodic small arms
fire ricochetting from a nearby ARVN training camp into the
3/9 area. Reporting the situation to the ARVN commander seemed
to have little effect., Another incident that rankled the BLT
officers took place at what was supposed to be a joint check
point with members of the Popular Forces (PF). The PF arrived
at the prescribed check point but then casually retired to a
nearby village for more interesting pursuits.
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On the 8th of April, 3/9 and 1/3 exchanged positions.
Protecting the airfield proper provided somewhat different
problems. Located in key areas of approach to the airfield
were numerous minefig]ds. Dogs repeatedly crossed these
fields and detonated the mines, in one case slightly wounding
a Marine witﬁﬂiﬂggpne1; There were also accidental weapons = ——-
discharges by the PFs in the area. BLT 3/9 ‘had one of their
own as well with the accidental discharge of a .45 caliber
pistol in the Company K area, seriously woundfng ohe Marine,

As April wore on,. there were various items of note in-
cluding an accidental explosion at the Air Force ammunition
dump; a visit by Senator Thomas J. Dodd of Connecticut; a
visit by the Commandant of the Marine Corps, General Wallace M.
Green%; and an inspection by General Karch. For the most part,
activity was pretty routine. As could be expected with no
real combat concerns, training and quick reaction exercises
were stressed. At the end of the month an unconfirmed report
indicated that an enemy regiment was moving into Phu Loc near
the Hai Van Pass in preparation for an attack on the air base.
Tension of a sort developed but no attack materialized. The
Marines carried on with their chore of tedious vigilance.

Another significant development that occurred in April
'was President Johnson's deqision‘to change the role of the
Marines from static defense to counterinsurgency combat oper-
ations. Still, this change in modus operandi did not really
affect 3/9's protecting the ajrfie]d proper. Its opgrations
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mission remained a tactical form of guard duty.

On 3 May 1965, Major General William R. Collins, Command-
ing General of the 3d Marine Division, arrived by air at Da
Nang with a sma]] adyanceiparty. Within three days the 9th
MEB was deactivated and the I'll Marine Expeditionary Force
(cﬂyhged to III Marine Amphibious Force on 7 May) was in
business as was the 3d Division (Forward) CP.

There were adjustments in the status of the SLF as the
buildup of Marine forces in RVN continued. The role of 3/9
in its nonamphibious posture at Da Nang continued until its
relief by 1/9 on 17 June at which time 3/9 returned to Okinawa
for transplacement to the ‘glates.{?*) BLT 2/9, the second
SLF, had been returned to Okinawa earlier after its tour float-
ing off RVN. Consequently, the SLF was temporarily shelved.

The need for maintaining an amphibious force afloat was
continually apparent to the planners in their juggling of

units to meet in-country requirements. Both Admiral Sharp and

(*) Under the battalion transplacement system, a battalion
from the 1st Marine Division in Ca]ifornié relieved a battalion
of the 3d Marine Division in the Western Pacific (WestPac),
assuming its designation and mission. The 3d Division battal-
ion then joined the 1st Division at Camp Pendleton, where it
assumed the designation of the battalion which relieved it in
WestPac. The strength of the two divisions remained the same,
only a change of personnel occurred.
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General Krulak urged reforming the SLF as soon as possible,
and in June 1965, BLT 3/7 (Lieutenant Colonel Charles H, Bodley)
and HMM-163 (Lieutenant Colonel Norman G. Ewers) formed a new
SLF on Okinawa. Ewers, the_senior Tieutenant colonel, was
designated as SLF commander and his squadron staff doubled int
brass as the SLF staff. The only exception was the communica;
tions officer who was borrowed from the.BLT_staff.(*)

The force embarked at White Beach, Okinawa, on board the

USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2), USS Point Defiance (LSD-31), and the USS

Tallgdega (APA-208) but not without difficulties. The compres-

sed time frame for embarkation planning created loading prob-
lems. Mount-out blocks of spare parts and repair items to be
shipped by follow-on shipping after the departure of the SLF.
Also, the squadron had no time for carrier practice prior to

flying aboard the LPH. The squadron's last carrier operation

~-had been conducted in September 1964 aboard the USS Bennington

(CVS-20). Rushed as the embarkation was, the force staged and
loaded in the prescribed time and set sail on 26 June.

Four days later (the battalion and squadron had just com-
pleted reworking and updating their basic landing plan) an
order to land at Qui Nhon in II Corps arrived., The reason for

committing the SLF at this location was General Westmoreland's

(*) This "hip-pocket" arrangement ultimately proved'inadequate
and was later supplanted (October 1965) with an abbreviated
regimental-type staff with a full colonel as SLF pommander.

J
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concern over the inadequate force 1eve1 to cope with the
Communist threat there. If the VC managed to control the
Central Highlands, South Vietnam would be split in two. In
mid-June General Lewis W. Walt was asked to have two battal-
‘ions ready for deployment to the Pleiku-Kontum region, if re-
quired. The most immediate concern in this area, however, was
the lack of protection for the blossoming logistical installa-
tion at Qui Nhon, which was the key to supporting operations
An Khe and Pleiku. Qui Nhon had to be protected until Army
troops could arrive on the scene.

On 1 July, BLT 3/7 was to land and establish a tactical
area of responsibility EFAORY at Qui Nhon. The battalion plan ~—
called for the landing of two companies by helicopter at 1400.

A third company was to land across Red Beach just north of

the city of Qui Nhon the next morning. The fourth company was
to remain on board the Iwo Jima as reserve. Artillery, tanks,
and antitank weapons were to remain on board as well with the
exception of the 107mm howtars, which were to accompany the
two helilifted assault companies.

Companies I and K and the howtar battery came ashore on —
schedule. Then it was decided to speed up the plan by un-
loading Company M that afternoon, too. All three companies
established defensive positions on the high ground south of
the city and started patrolling.

The BLT's stay in Qui Nhon proved to be another dry stint
of guard duty. To provide some variety, Lieutenant»@p]pnel‘r
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fBodley—ordered~Company»L to.relieve Company I, which reembarked

‘on the Ivo Jima as the battalion reserve. The 105mm howitzer
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lbattery was brought ashore w1thout 1ts tﬁbes to do its share
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of 1nfantry duty .in the. lines.
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Command’‘and'‘control: was dccomplished by accommodation

CaAlriy H2g, AL LN

'rather than by‘any well—deflned command chaln. ‘Because of theI

4d1v1510n of responsibility for the defense of the area, the
jcommand arrangement was rather nebulous. Part of the responsi-
'bility was vested in the senior U. S. Army advisor at Qui Nhon.

‘and part with the 22d ARVN Division. The BLT, however, hardly§
' f

had any time to work out a viable arrangement before it was

relieved by BLT 2/7 (Lieutenant Colonel Leon N. Utter).(*)

BLT 3/7 continued to remain in the area offshore for a period
of 13 days until HMM-161 arrived and relieved HMM-163 which
%had been supporting BLT 2/7. Finally on 20 July, the SLF was
jreleased Leaving Qui Nhon for Subic Bay, the BLT prepared for

-a training and upkeep period at the naval base there,
|

'(*) BLT 2/7 remained at Qui Nhon until 7 November 1965,
Initially under III MAF operational control, the battalion was:
placed under operational control of the U. S. Army Task Force

Alpha (Magor General Stanley R. Larsen, USA) on 5 August 1965 —
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. .- While.underway, the ARG/SLF was diverted for an unusual -

lundertaklng--to assist the dEEtrqyer USS Frank Knox which had;
( ' SRS RTINS VN ‘ ’
run aground on the ‘Pratas Reef 105 miles east of Hong Kong.

B0E R

The ,reason. for the commltment of the ARG/SLF to this task was .

I
;twofold¢ﬂvtheEMarinewheliéopters were needed for transportétion

: o B o U O B O BT R N L T I VU I S TR N PR D A AP A
'of personnel and equipment as were the facilities of the Iwo {

jgiﬂi and the -Peint—Defiance. While this provided flying
ipractice and training for the helicopter squadron, it did
:little for the BLT. The crowded conditions on board ship
?afforded little opportunity to conduct training and upkeep of
%equipment. Moreover, the already crowded deck space was needed

for salvage operations. In fact, the Point Defiance had to

ireturn to Subic to unload some of the BLT equipment in order
?to facilitate salvage operations. Naturally, the splitting
;of the ARG seriously reduced the readiness for contingency
1deployment.

i As July came to a close, the salvage chore required only

!
'the Point Defiance on station and the bulk of the ARG/SLF

;headed for Hong Kong and a seven-day liberty call. After
|
taking in all the wonders of the British Crown Colony, the

(

‘amphibious force headed to Subic for its delayed upkeep and

'
'

1
l
"
“

;ralnlng//[Durlng this period at Sublc, Navy and Marine staffsl\\\\

worked on plans for amphibious raids along the South Vietnamese

4 ‘

///K jlittoral under the code name "Dagger Thrust." b
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; - - Upon. return to Vietnamese waters, there was to be a new

;phase in SLF activities. The period of assignment to larger

Li)» for?ei-1?Yé%x%Pg édmlnlstratlve movements and extended guard

( ;dut? waﬁlgye;,nﬁwgtpreneral Westmoreland's new authority of
;

1 6 August'permitting large!''unit offensive operations, combat

 commitment of the SLF was only a few days away.
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CHAPTER III
OPERATION STARLITE

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is

derived from: MACV Comd Hist (TS); CAF Seventh Fl1t, Hist of

Amphib Ops (C); USMC in RVN, Hist Summary (S); III MAF Ops,

Mar-Dec65 (S); III MAF ComdCs, Aug-Dec65 (S); 3d MarDiv ComdCs,
‘Aug-Dec65 (S); 1st MAW ComdC, Aug65 (S); MAG-16 ComdC, Aug65
(S); MAG-11 ComdC, Aug65 (S); MAG-]Z ComdC, Aug65 (S); 7th Mar
ComdCs, Aug-Sep65 (S); 2/4 ComdC, Augb5 (S); 3/3 ComdC, Aug6b
(S); TG 79.5 (SLF), ComdC 19Jun-31Dec65 (S); 3/7 ComdCs, Jun-
Sep65 (S); HMM-163 Comd Ds and Cs, 16Sep62-31Dec67 (S)3 HQMC

Msg File (TS); Flag Plot File (S); MCCC Items of Significant

Intgrest, Aug65 (S); NMCC Op Summaries, Augb6b (S); Viet Comment
File (S); Taped Interview with Cb] Oscar F. Peatross, CO, 7th
Mar Hist Br Tape No. 157 (U); BGen Oscar F. Peatross, "Applica-
tion of Doctrine; Victory at Yan Tuong Village," in USNI,

- _—=NAVAL Review, 1967, pp. 2-13 (U), hereafter Peatross, Victory

at Van Tuong Village (U); Simmons, Marine Corps Response (U);

HQMC, MCOAG, Marine Corps Study on SLF Opns, RVN, 30Mar70 (S),
hereafter MCOAG Study ($); LtCol Ralph F. Moody, Maj Thomas E.

Donnelly, Capt Moyers S. Shore II, and Jack Shulimson, U. S.

Marines in Vietnam, MS (HistDiv, HQMC) (S), hereafter Moody

"et al, Marines in Vietnam (S); Vietnam Conment File.
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By August 1965, the expansion of the Marine enclaves at
Da Nang, Phu Bai, and Chu Lai posed a serious threat to the Viet
Cong's position in the coastal regions of ICTZ. The Communists
were losing contré] in locales that were previously their un-
contested:domain. Marine TAORs had grown from 8 square miles
in March to over 600 miles in August--areas reflecting a 350,000
population base. The Viet Cong needed the support of these
populous areas for recruits, revenue, and basic logistical
support. With the Méfines gradually cutting inroads into the
foundation of th?’v.‘c.’guerri11a organization, retaliatory e
action was 1nevi€§5€é. The VC soon initiated plans, one of
which was to assault the newly established airbase at Chu Lai,
57 miles south of Da Nang.
Increasing numbers of unconfirmed reports of VC movements
indicated that a‘buildup_was;underway‘south of Chu Lai. The

1st.VC Regiment was thought to be in the hills west of Ba Gia,

20 miles to the south. Actually on the 14th of August, the
.enemy CP was in the village complex of Van Tuong, 12 miles south
of the Marine base. This regiment, a veteran of earlier Com-

munist campaigns including service in the Viet Minh against the

French, consisted of the 60th and‘80th‘Batta]ions, elements of

a local force unit, the 52d.VC Company, and a heavy weapons -

company of the 45th Weapons BattaTion, The heavy-weapons company

was equipped with 574and 75mm recoilless rifles, 82mm mortars, M+
and antiaircraft machine guns., The enemy infantry battalions

were armed with a variety of Chinese-made versions of U.,S,
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rifles, light machine guns, grenades, 60 and 8lmm mortars as
well as some U.S. made weapons.

On 15 August, a defector from the 60th VC Battalion re-
vea]edhhis uhit's p]gns to attack Chu Lai on 19 August and
pinpointed his battalion's location in Van Tuong. . General Thi
immediately became interested in this information and personally
queried the prisoner.. The genera] became convinced that the
information was valid since it matched intelligence from another
source. MWasting no time, he visited General Walt and passed
on what he had learned from the defector.

Aftér conferring with Thi, the III MAF commander moved
rapidly. He called together his senior commanders in the area
including General Karch, Colonel James F. McClanahan (CQ, 4th
Marines, positioned at Chu Lai), and Co]onel Oscar F. Peatross
(CO, 7th Marines, freshly arrived from Okinawa). After weigh-
ing the alternatives of defending the Chu Lai base or striking
out aggressively at the enemy in Van Tuong, General Walt chose
the latter course. The 7th Marines was designated as the
attacking force.

Upon conc]quan of the conference, Co]one] Peatross decided
on a combination heliborne and amphibious assault. Several con-
siderations predominated in his decision: there was the tactical
advantage of surprise in emp]oy{ng a dual assault from both the
air and sea; more significantly, there were not enough heli-
ﬁopters available to Tand his battalions simultaneously. Further-
more, amphibious shipping was required to‘land the heavy weapons,

ogs. ‘. i
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equipment, and supplies needed to suppor: the operation in this
relatively inaccessible objective area. The alternative
concept of an overland assault presented a security problem
along Highway 1, the main approach to the AOA. Moreover, the ~™
Van Tuong complex-was some 12 kilometers east of Highway 1 with
only minor connecting roads and trails to handle the traffic
of the amphibious force. Most important, an overland assault
would. ruin any possibility of surprise.

The objective ‘area.was. typical.of most coastal areas in
southern ICTZ. The gently rolling terrain included sandy beaches
extending inland as much as 200 meters from the water's edge
and numerous yi]]ages and hamlets clustered along the shore and
inland, Theré.were cultivated garden. plots and compartmented
rice paddies surrounded by dikes and hedgerows (6 to 10 feet
high) as WeIT as scattered scrub.growth. (3 to 6 feet high). Ap-
proximately 75 percent of the operational area was under culti-
vation of aone sort or another. The temperatures ran around 90-
95 degrees with the humidity hitting the 90 percent mark.

Late on 16 August, the assault units, BLTs 2/4, 3/3, the
RLT 7 Headquarters, and reinforcing support units were alerted
for the impending operation., The Seventh Fleet Special Landing
Force, still BLT 3/7 and HMM-]61; was also alerted and requestéd~

to rendezyvous in the AOA to act as the RLT reserve. The Iwo Jima,

(*) BLTs 1/7 and 3/9 had just landed .at Da Nang énd Chu Lai

and the ships were still in port,
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carrying the BLT headquarters and Companies I and L, quickly
departed Subic Bay. The Talladega, carrying Companies K and M,

'set sail from a point near Subic. The Point Defiance, still

engaged in the salvage of the Knox with the remainder of the
BLT on board, left from the Pratas Reef. A1l these ships were
to rendezvous off Van Tuong on the 18th, the day selected as
D-Day.

As it turned out, all the key command elements had worked
together just a few months earlier at Camp Pendleton, California
in Exercise SILVER LANCE. Amphibious Squadron Seven (PhibRon-
7) (Captain.William R, McKinney, USN). and RLT-7 already had a
working‘re1ationship‘estab]ished in the exercise and, of course,
the trip from Okinawa to South Vietnam. Even the SLF BLT was a
participant as a helilift unit of the 7th Marines during SILVER
LANCE.  This joint experience was to pay dividends in the course
of the ensuing operation.

The operation, administration, and embarkation orders were
completed by the morning of the 17th. The concept of the oper-
‘ation involved Tanding one BLT and the RLT Headquarters from the
sea; the other BLT was to land by helicopter; the SLF BLT was
to stand by for employment wherever needed in the AOA. The
tactical scheme behind the entire operation was to isolate thef
battlefield and squeeze the VC between the Marines and the South
China Sea. The final se]ection of the Tanding beach was made
after evaluation of beach suryeys previously accomplished in

the spring and aerial reconnaissance by Colonel Peatross prior

f“\““ﬂ
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to D-Day. -

The shoreline adjacent to An Cuong (1) was chosen as the
landing beach because of its favorable tide, surf, and gradient.
This beach was also close enough to Chu Lai to permit estab-
lishment of blocking positions as required. Further ih]and,
helicopter landing zones (LZs) were selected in open terrain to
accommodate the helicopters. These LZs were at least 2,000
meters apart to allow supporting arms coverage without inter-
ference when employing air strikes simultaneously with artillery
or naval gunfire.

The tactical scheme was simpie—-iso]ation and then destruc-
tion of the enemy. All elements of the RLT were to land and
link up by early afternoon on D-Day, leaving only one escape
route to the north which ran into a company-size blocking po-
sition. BLT 3/3 (Lieutenant Colonel Joseph E. Muir) was desig-
nated as the surface-landed BLT while BLT 2/4 (Lieutenant )
Colonel Joseph R. Fisher) was scheduled to be helilifted from
Chu Lai into the AOA, '

Established doctrine proved to be a significant factor in
‘the planning. The old standby, "Doctrine for Amphibious Oper-
ationsﬂ;known to the Marines as LFM-O],'fhe Navy as NWP 22(A), S
and the Army as FM 31-11, came into full play in the planning
process. This much-thumbed directive was well worth all the
years of effort involved in its writing.  Just as the Marine
Corps Schools instructors at Quantico had traditionally preached,

the principles and techniques of this "Bible" saved precious .

.- e
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time and greatly reduced the confusion that can be epidemic in
managing the myriad details of an amphibious operation. Colonel
Peatross later wrote, "Plans were completed as quickly as they
were because the forces involved were well trained in doctrine.
Had there not been such a set of guidelines, or had the forces
not been trained in them, the»VC would have had time to strike
at Chu Lai long before the Marines were ready to attack."(Z)
The operation, code-named STARLITE, got underway quietly
on 17 August, D minus 1. Company MZS;3 departed from Chu Lai —
in LVTs for the northwestern coast of the Trung Phan Peninsula.
Once ashore, the company proceeded on foot to a blocking posi-
tion in the northern sector of the AQA (See Map, page 9). There
were no serious difficulties in the course of its movement, only
occasional sniper rounds and booby traps. Upon arrival at po-
sition, the cdmpany immediately dug in.
D-Day, the 18th, started with pre-H-hour preparation of the
LZs. The initial Eombardment was provided by division artillery
positioned at Chu Lai and aircraft from MAG-11 and -12. The
USS Galveston (CLG-3) and the USS Orleck (DD-886) steamed off-
shore to lend support as required.
While the bombardment of the LZs was underway, BLT 3/3,
Companies I and K abreast, landed by LVT over GREEN BEACH. The

beach was strafed, but there had been no bombardment because of

the proximity of dwellings in An Cuong (1). Upon conclusion of

(2) Peatross, Victory at Van Tuong Village, p. 7 (U).

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

SEGRET

the LZ bombardment, BLT 2/4 began to disembark from its heli-
copters: Company G in LZ RED at 0645; Company E at 0730 in LZ
WHITE; and Company H, 15 minutes later in LZ BLUE.

Initially, everything went pretty much aécording to plan.
The companies of both battalions landed in good form and ex-
perienced little difficulty 1in controlling the maneuvering e]e:
ments. Company H/2/4 encountered moderate resistance in LZ
BLUE on the southern flank, but this did not impede the unit's
initial movement., The landing in LZ RED was unopposed,- but
there was some sporadic fire in WHITE, Company H then moved
out from LZ BLUE, but resistance stiffened and the Marines em-
ployed supporting arms to clear their path. Around 1000, 3/3
began to receive heayy mortar and automatic weapons fire from
An Cuong (2). This was just outside of 3/3's zone of action,
After requesting and receiving authority from RLT headquarters,
3/3 secured the offendihg hamlet. ‘By 1200, command was passed
ashore from Commodore McKinney.

Less than an hour later, activity developed adjacent to
3/3's rear CP near the beach. Two flame tanks and five supply-
laden LVTs wereztggggglinéfgiong Jjust 400 meters from the CP en
route to Company 1/3/3. As the column approached a maze of
hedgerows, enemy 3.5-inch rocket and 57mm récoi]]ess rifle fire
slammed into the column in conjunction with raking automatic
weapons fire. Unfortunately, the convoy was still some 200
‘meters from the Company 1 positions. Colonel Peatross, sensing

that the enemy was attempting to exploit the separation of his
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battalions and perhaps even overrun his CP (which included BLT
3/3's rear CP), directed that the 3/3 executive officer move out
with support troops, five LVTs, five_ggtos, and a tank to aid the ?ﬁ
beleaguered column. This effort bogged down when the fire of
the mechanized support became masked by friendly troops in the
battle area.

At the same time the battalion reserve company, L/3/3,
landed across GREEN BEACH and took fire on its right flank.
The company then wheeled north parallel to the coastline, dis-
lodged their antagonists, and assumed Company 1/3/3's former
position, The Tatter continued to press, albeit with Tittle
progress, toward the LVT column. This maneuvering allowed K/3/3
and L/3/3 to advanée abreast toward a dominating hillside some
1,500 meters north/notheast of the RLT CP. 1In midafternoon,
K/3/3 encountered heavy resistance. After calling in supporting
arms, K and L Companies secured the hill mass and established
a perimeter,

Since both BLTs 'were heayily engaged, Colonel Peatross re-
quested the landing of the SLF which had just arrived on the
scene, ' The Iwo Jima had arrived at 0930 that morning, the

Talladega at 1400, and the Point Defiance with its armor shortly

after midnight. The first unit ashore was Company L/3/7 from

the Iwo Jima which Tanded at the regimental CP at 1543. This

company, attached to 3/3, was given the mission - of assisting

1/3/3 with the support of two tanks. Arriving in the area just

short of LZ BLUE at 1845, they were soon taken under fire by
\
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60mm mortars, automatic weapons, and small arms. IQ the fire

fight that followed, L/3/7 lost 4lKIAs and 14(\;As 4 With the ==
onset of darkness, the estimate of” enemy killed was 15, but

there were on]y 5 bodies_.actually 4ﬂ4$gnw1th1n the company's s
perjmeter. Company Ié3/3, on the other hand, suffered ]4 KIA, —
including its company commander, and 53 wounded. The+r—ta11y

of enemy dead was 125,

In the course of the evening, Colonel Peatross called
ashore two more companies of the SLF and adjusted the positions
of his units. Company I/3/7 and L1eutenant Colonel Bodley's
command group arr1ved around 1730; Company M/%/7 landed by LCMs
and LCVPs from the Talladega after midnight. Company 1/3/3
and a platoon from H/2/4, which had seen hard fighting during
the day, were pulled in to provide security for the regimental
CP complex. The Marines in and around the ambushed LVYT column
continued to experience contact during this period.

Once BLT 3/7 was ashore (less Company K which remained on
board ship until 22 August and the artillery which did not dis-
embark at all), Colonel Peatross issued his instructions for
1continuing the operation. - His plan was still basically the
same; surround the VC and drive him into the sea. He modified
the boundaries between the battalions which reduced the 3/3
tactical area in the east, The next morning at 0730, Lieutenant
Colonel Muir's battalion, L/3/3 on the right, K/3/3 on the 1ef;,
and L/3/7 in the rear, was to attack to the northeast of their'
existing positions at Phase Line BANANA (See map, page 12).

o SECRET
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BLTs 2/4 (Compan1es E and G) was to push e?stward to the sea
and link up with 3/3. Companies I;;/7“ané M/3/7 were to head
out from the regimental CP area and extract the LVT supply
column and then proceed northwest to a blocking position. Com-
pany M/3/3 was still assigned 1its b]ock1ng position to the
north. Wherever the VC emerged, he was to be buffeted towards
the sea.

The fighting on the 19th proved to be the finale of
STARLITE as the Marines closed the trap on the'Tst‘VC'Regiment

At 0700, k?th BLTs 2/4 and 3/3/ﬁumped off and quickly experienced
contact w1th the enemy, varying from 1ight to heavy resistance.
Supporting arms and tanks were employed on several occasions.
Company H/2/4 was still having firefights near LZ BLUE. By

1030, K/3/3 and E/2/4 met sporadic resistance but was able to
push ahead to the east. Companies E/2/4 and F/2/4 had already
bulled their way through scattered VC opposition for 2,000 and
2,500 meters respectively. They had to go as much again before

reaching the sea. An enemy CP, possibly the 1st VC Regiment

Headquarters, was found in Van Tuong (1) along with a PRC-10 }’
radio and a couple of 1en§thy telephone lines. BLT 3/3 advanced
from its hilltop perimeter to Phouc Thuan (3) on the Vung Nho

Na Bay. It was in this locale that fhe last heavy fighting of
STARLITE took place. Supporting arms came into heavy play.

The wall of naval gunfire between the 1st VC Regiment and the

sea was especially effective. A force of approximately 100 VC

were sighted on the beach trying to escape. The (rleck turned

- SECRET
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her 5-inch guns on the bewildered remnants and destroyed them.
Nearby, just the day before, Company E/2/4 had caught a similar-
size group in the open. Calling in a fire mission to the 107ﬁm
ﬁgwtar ggttery 1nvpositjon with M/3/3, the Marines killed 90
VC with 20 well placed rounds.

Meanwhile, BLT 3/7, with Companies I and M, set out at
0900 in the wake of preparatory fires to secure the area sur-
rounding the ambushed LVT/flame tank column. Even though the
column had had steady contact during the night, 3/7 met Tittile
resistance.v A1l personnel were brought out and arrangements
to extract the disabled LVTs and tanks got underway. The two
companies of 3/7 also searched out two villages and found 13
»VC field pécks‘and several documents of & militéry nature.
Company I uncovered extensive trenchworks with X-frame bamboo
barriers, antihelicopter stakes, small punji stakes, and several
1ong stretches of communication wire running from the flank of
Nam Yen (4) village to a common location which was some form
of a coﬁmand post. There were no casua]ties as a result of
enemy action for either company of the SLF.
Slowly but surely, the enemy resistance began to wither

‘1n the AOA. As BLT 2/4 worked down the Phouc Tuan Peninsu]a,
‘General Walt radioed ComUSMACYV that "His [the VC] back is to
the sea and he has no place to go." By nightfall the lggvig
Regiment offered no further organized resistance and the Marines
‘turned to mopping up the battlefield, a task that was to last
unti]vthe_24;h”of Augqst.ﬁr

" SECRET
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This final phase of STARLITE was to be conducted by 1/7
and 3/7 for the purposes‘of‘confirming VC body count, securing
enemy material, locating documents of intelligence value, and,
of course, uncovering and eliminating any VC that might remain
in the area. At this point, BLT 1/7 relieved 3/3 and then both
2/4 and 3/3 returned to the Chu Llai perimeter.(a)

The intensity of the remainder of the operation varied.
The 3/7 after action report indicated that there were no enemy
confirmed KIA on the 20th, 31 on the 21st, 14 on the 22d, and
3 and 2 respectively on the last two days of the operation.
There were 16 POWs captured and 67 VC suspects apprehended as
well. The background of the capture of one of these POWs was
quite unfque. Sergeant Torres of HMM-163, a crew chief
on a reconnaissance chopper, eyed a VC trying to escape from
sweeping forces on the ground. The pilot landed the helicopter
and Torres jumped out to pursue the bewildered VC. In short
order, Torres made a flying tackle and took him prisoner,
| Materiel captured by the SLF was not particularly spectacu-
Tar. It included 21 weapons, 24_grenades, an 81mm mortar round,
20 pounds of C-4 explosive, 4 pounds of TNT, 22 field packs, a
box of medicine, and 1,200 pounds of rice and corn. In Nam
Yen (3), several thousand punji stakes were found in a school
yard where children had been making them during class breaks.

An old villager voluntarily helped destroy the stakes. In

(3) CG 111 MAF msg 0942Z 19Aug65 (HQWC Msg File) (S).
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the course of searching out An Phouc (2), a VC indoctrination
center and headquarters building were found and destroyed.

On the 23d of August, the mop-up operation began to wind
down. BLT 3/7'was given the mission of covering the withdrawal
of the 7th Marines:  CP. Meanwhile, BLT 1/7 marched to a LVT
pick-up point near the mouth of the Song Tra Bon for further
transport to Chu Lai. Finally, at 1940 on the 24th, 3/7 re-
turned to its shipping under the cover of darkness and resumed
its role as the SLF BLT.

Operation STARLITE officially terminated with RLT-7 suf-
fering 45 KIA, 6 DOW, and another 203 wounded. The VC Jost 645
killed, though subsequent information taken from POWs, captured
documents, and other sources suggested a toll of over 1,000
enemy dead, not including the wounded;—half of the VC force 1in
the area. Of these totals, the SLF suffered four ki)]ed (al1
from Company L on the first day of action) and nine wounded
(six evacuated); the BLT killed 60 of the enemy.

Assessment of SLF -participation in STARLITE reveal several
problems that emerged in the areas of command relationships,
fire support coordination, logistics, and communications. The
command relationship ashore proved to be vague in the eyes of
the SLF commander. Considering that this was the first combat
employment of the SLF under operational control of an in-
country command, problems and adjustments were to be expected.

vA]though it was clear that III MAF had the authority to commit
‘the SLF, the SLF gommander failed to receive notification of
S SECRET
s
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its commitment. Once the SLF was engaged, there was some fur-
ther confusion regarding the operational control of HMM-163.

More significantly, there were difficu1ties in fire‘support
coordination with the RLT FSCC ashore and the Navy. C1osé co-
ordination with the helicopter direction center on board ship
and with the aviation elements ashore was mandatory in order
not to mask artillery and naval gunfire and, of course, to
avoid hitting friendly aircraft.in the AOA. During STARLITE,
there were several incomp]ete]y controlied firing situations
that plagued the helicopters ferrying troops, supplies, and
medevacs. . '

There were other command problems that emerged with the
Navy and within the SLF itself, First of all, the SLF com-~
mander, as a lieutenant colonel, was not of equal rank with
his naval counterpart, a captain and commodore of the Amphibi-
ous Ready Group. Within the SLF, the senior offiper,of its
two basic units, the BLT and the helicopter squadron, was de-
signated the SLF commander. This situation did not sit well
with those who supported the contention that a ground commander
was a better choice for commanding an amphibious operation be-
causeé of training and tactical experience.

Moreover, the SLF staff, actually a catch-as-catch—can me 1d
of the HMM staff and the BLT staff, was neither high-powered
nor flexible enough to handle properly the planning and goordi-
nation with the Navy and the higher headquarters ashore which
included IIT MAF, its subordinate commands, and subsequently
- | B SECRET s(
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ARVN headquarters., Simply stated, the planning and coordination
requirements overtaxed the SLF capabilities as organized.

STARLITE precipitated the necessary changes and adjustments
to the command and staff structure of the SLF. On 10 September
1965, CG FMFPac started the ball rolling and ordered establish-
ment of.an abbreviated regimental-type staff with a full colonel
as commander., This organization included an S-type staff, a
fire support coordinator, and a communications section, totalling
6 officers and 12 men,

There were other minor improvements and modifications to
the SLF throughout its participation in the Vietnamese conflict.
This change, however, relieved the BLT and squadron commanders
of burdens that were not properly in their domain. The com-
manders could turn to the immediate tasks of combat and combat
support with a minimum of interference and disruption from
higher and other service commands. In retrospect, this develop-
ment was one of the more significant outgrowths of STARLITE fof
the SLF. |

From the III MAF level, STARLITE was a complete success.,
The enemy had been dealt a telling blow with a minimum loss to

the Marines. According to subsequent interrogation reports,

Battalion were destroyed while the 80th VC Battalion was

severely mauled. The 7th Marines,. including the SLF, openly
met the foe in the first large-scale combat action in South

Vietnam and trounced him smartly. STARLITE was to be one of
T ——
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the sweeter victories in this protracted and ugly war--in fact,
considering its results, it was a classic example of the appli-

cation of amphibious forces in.a counterinsurgency situation.
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OPERATIONS OQUTSIDE OF ICTZ

Chapter IV

1965-67

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material 1in this chapter is

derived from: MACV,Comd Hist; (TS); III MAF Ops, Mar65-Mar67

(S); CinCPac Comd Hist, 1965 (TS); CAF Seventh Fleet, Hist of
Amphib Ops (C); USMC in RVN, Hist Summary (S); TG 79.5 (SLF)

ComdCs, Jun65-Mar67 (S); BLT:Z/I ComdC, Sep-Dec65 (S); BLT 2/3

ComdC, Jan-Mar66 (S); BLT 1/5 ComdC, Mar-May66 (S); BLT 3/5
ComdC, Jun-Jul6é (S); BLT 1/26 ComdC, Aug-Sep66 (S); BLT 1/9
ComdC, Jan67 (S); HMM-163 ComdCs, Sep-0Oct65 (S); HMM-261 ComdCs,
Nov-Dec65 (S); HMM-362 ComdCs, Jan-May66, Jan67 (S); HMM-363
ComdCs, Jul-Aug66 (S); HMM=-364 ComdC, Jun66 (S); NHD Riverine

Warfare: The U.S. Navy's Operations on Inland Waters (Wash,

1969, GPO) (U); MCQAGf.StUdY_(S)ﬂ.

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

/ SECRET

bwwa-dlgj
As summer slipped into fall, thefpaee=ef large-scale

Marine operations. a6 Z—was—sporadic—anmd The demand for ARG/
NIV a v

= Gl i

1965 Sﬁfnémﬁ,m i TCTZ ool oalled)

SLF employment,was at,low ebb, Productive utilization of this
QMM
amphibious force had been a,concern in command circles for—

AN
some—time and a concept for its employment outside of ICTZ had,
in fact, been drawn up back in May 1965. At that point there—
w&&—&aconienemee=4mx§@$g&m=b&$weeﬁ#ComUSMACV:éﬁd CinCPacF1t —_—
Qo frennt e
whi-eh—resutted—in the idea of conducting several quick-hitting
amphibious raids in a short time frame along the South Viet-
namese littoral. These raids were to be unilateral, combined,
or joint operations in support of U. S. MARKET TIME efforts to
prevent infiltration from the sea. .
Subsequently, after the evaluation of available intelli-
gence, several target areas were censidered—amd selected and
outline plans of the proposed operations were forwarded to
CinCPac for approval. The objective areas were located in II-
and III@TZ in arder to support the all too thin ComUSMACV com-
mitment\there at the time. The raid Sites included the Vung
Mu Peninsula, 12 miles south of Qui Nhon; Ben Goi Bay, 27 miles

north of Nha Trang; Tam Quan, 31 miles south of Quang Ngai

City; Lang Ke Ga, 20 wmiles south of Phan Thiet; and Phu Thu,

?
w{?‘ # 43 miles south of Quang Ngai City.
¢ //// Yltimately, @n 22 September 1965 after the objectives and

preliminary plans were approved,-the—eperation—order—beecame-

~effective., rfhe code name &ok-these—padds—was DAGGER THRUST & —
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On 23 September, a rehearsal within the Chu Lai enc]avevwaé

held for the SLF with the newly assigﬁed BLT, 2/1 (Lieutenant
Colonel Robert T. Hannifin, Jr.) and HMM-163 (sti]] under com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Ewers). Included in the rehearsal
were a clandestine underwater demolition team survey and an
insertion of reconnaissance teams. Aside from irritating diffi-
culties (a tank became submerged .in shallow water during back-
loading), the rehearsal was considered satisfactory. The
preparations accomplished, the ARG/SLF set sail for the first

target area, the Vung Mu Peninsula.

DAGGER THRUST: THE VUNG MU PENINSULA

This peninsula, just south of the,éﬁiaﬁEE'u.s. Army logis-
tic base at Qui Nhon, reportedly harbored a VC main force bat-
talion. Army intelligence further indicated that the adjacent
interior hilly region was under VC control and that a POW com-
pound was located only a short distance away from the proposed
objective area. The terrain of the peninsula resembled that‘of
the Phuoc Thuan Peninsula encountered in STARLITE. The area
was typical flat coastal plain with numerous villages scatteread
throughout. The inhabitants relied upon fishing and agriculture
for their livelihood. To the VC, the peninsula provided logis-
tical support and recruits to fill its ranks, and conceivably
a convenient staging area for an attack on Qui Nhon. In retro-
spect, the available intelligence was for the most part scanty
and dated and not on a par with that provided for STARLITE.

SECRET
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There was, however, .a helicopter overflight to supplement the
intelligence garnered from local sources. The task force was .
under the'cbmmand of Rear Admiral Donald W. Wulzen, who carried
the des1gnat1on of Commander Amphibious Task Force 76 (CATF 76).
His ships included:the Iwo Jima (LPG-2), the Ta]]ad (APA-
208), the Point Defiance (LSDZ31), the Diacherko (APD-123), his

flagship, Estes (AGC-12), and the destroyers Mason (DD-852),
and Small (DDR-838). His Marine counterpart, the Commandery
Landing Force 78 (CLF 78) was Colonel Edwin G. Winstead, who
was the*overa11 commander of the Marine elements of the task
fdrce.( )

Arriving in the objective area early on the morning of 26
September under darkened ship conditions, the CATF issued orders
to land the landing force with H/L hour set for 0700. The UDT
elements reported the presence of numerous fishing boats heading

to sea, but these were forced to return under guard to the beach

as the boat and helicopter waves landed. Leaflets were dropped

(*) The CATF,#s the naval officer designated in the initiating
directive as commander amphibious task force, /ﬁbrma11ygéﬁa has
operational control of the assigned Marine landing forceAugti1
the amphibious phase of the operation is completed aaé:ﬁhmm.w~Q&A,
operational control is passed ashore to the CLF. In South Viet-
nam, however, there were a number of SLF operatioqﬁ?%here iﬁﬁi;\\

operational contro] rema1ned w1th the CATF for the entire oper-

S ———

ation. ’“uch w&&—%he—e&a&—?w the DAGGER THRUST rg?a\T‘ -
o T T "-L‘;l.f;:sl“h,’[,‘ '7.—'_)' B . _ M~——» Sy T ST
AU e .. SECRET .
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from aircraft over the inhabited areas during the initial phase
of the landing.

fhe BLT 1andeaﬂwith Companies E and F in assault formation
over 'RED BEACH anH;LZ BUZZARD without opposition. -At 0820, the
BLT CP was established ashore. Shortly thereafter, Company E
moved out to the southern portion of the peninsula and estab-
lished a blocking position. Company H landed in trace of
Company E and secured LZ VULTURE, followed by Company G in LZ
CROW. The latter then proceeded down the peninsula. Company G

<subseguertly encountered punji traps and isolated rifle fire upon
entering Vinh Cuu Phui (2). _,

As the—da-y—wore-on, Qitt]e §15§§§n$$¥égﬁfz occurred as the
companies swept their zones of action. Some of the villages
were extensively tunneled and booby traps were found, but little
else. Navy doctors and corpsmen dispensed medical aid in the
villages as the units passed through. At 1700 the reserve
landed as CP security and then the companies settled down for
the night in defensive perimeters. The only activity during the
hours of darkness was a bit of rock throwing and vocal harass-
ment in an apparent attempt to havé Company E disclose its po-
sitions and the explosion of a solitary 60mm mortar round in the
H&S Company perimeter. Mason fired illumination missions for
the BLT but.little came of this-effort.

The next morning the withdrawal started at 0800 and was
completed by 1400. The only difficulty as in the rehéarsa] at

)
Chu Lai, was the submersion and subsequent salvage of a M48A3
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tank.= An asse&&mant of the operation at this point indicated-.
that—the—results were not very impressive. Out of 28 villagers
apprehended, only one was considered a bona;fide V€. Six- ™

Marines&were wounded by punji sticks, three of whom were mede-.

—

vacs and three returned to duty. Eight Marines were heat
casualties. There was only one enemy casualty.

Intelligence obtained in the course of the operation in-
dicated that there had been @&y a platoon-size force in the
area in the 10 days prior to D-Day. A1l but a few of the local
guerrilla force left for the mainland on 25 September. More-
over, there wg;%ngokouts at Tuy Phuong (1) to watch for the

Jzziéifgﬂgigwiﬂéﬂg off the Penlii;;;ﬂuan short, the operation
4“%%4&mﬂH%mﬂﬁed a dlsturblng truth that was to be experienced

numerous times 1in the course of SLF operations.

DAGGER THRUST II; BEN GOI

The second of the DAGGER THRUST raids was to be different
in character than the effort at Vung Mu. This time there was
to be a landing of reconnaissance teams at‘three sites in the
Ben Goi Bay area to determine whether there was, in fact, any
YyC activity worthy of exploitation by the SLF. If a lucrative
target developed, additional forces could be landed by heli-
copter or by surface means as required. In view of the Timited
intelligence available, and considering the results of DAGGER

~ THRUST I, this approach seemed to be a better course of action.

Lt vy 2thas &\LM«-F FWv;ﬁﬂ'H(4y ,d-«k T A F /-W“—‘"U ‘149
Mmp.aa/r pfu;{ s~ R oo
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~ The reconnaissance teams, made up of members of the 1st /D®L¢1
Force Reconnaissance Company and South Vietnamese DT personne],[
were landed in rubber boats from' the Diachénko du?iﬁg the
evenjhg_of‘Zi:Séppempgr,” The three teams consisted of four
Marines and two South Vietnamese each. The first team (Team
31) made a divérsionary reconnaissance of several beaches prior
to ]anding near the proposed objective beach. Here the group
encountered dense jungle growth which severely hampered their
movement and observation. There were communication difficu1tfes
as well, resulting in loss of radio contact with CATF on board
the Estes throughout the night and early morning. A heli- -
copter was dispatched to the vicinity where the team was oper- wvﬁ}
ating to establish contact but to no avail. After an extensive V¥
visved search which brought the naval units close to the beach (thus
ruining any possible element of surprise), the team was finally
spotted and extracted. To further complicate matters, a UH-34
developed -engine trouble in the course of the extraction and
landed on a small island in the bay. Upon repair, it returned
to the Iwo Jima.
The other two teams landed in their designated sites but
Tikewise encountered dense vegetation and steep hill masses and
were able to reconnoiter only about 500 meters of terrain from
time of insertion to extraction. Their observations included

reports of motorized junk traffic and the sighting of a few men

with weapons. There were no casualties.

TOALCTL - il tul
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In view of the minimal information gained and the Toss of
the element of surprise. CATF cancelled the operation and -
P (7pc‘q_,\_.,-, 93.,@,;@—@

ordered his shlps to move out of the area. The—net—result_of

Lad for “,&v%m@ uﬂ%ﬁmg,& o Tl yte,/\@eM.ﬂ Beption. e m faresrn
th;saepepa%+ewccamee=ter?e+y=summe¢3up=a§“a“frﬂs%aiwmg*ex~

R_zc@,_ o NN N R N o U Sy Y w«kc,ﬁ’,ecﬂ W—&D—M - g r/.s
kpe&LﬂﬂL&za&*QﬂmmUﬂ“UttﬂffEﬂfeﬂ+ﬂ—¢h1S earty—phase—of=the-war-

W‘”"’i‘f’m olvv ﬁ‘@m ‘*6-9 -s#.ﬁ&&é‘&&% A M]&ﬁ“—:‘g& unf‘"-’*;r""‘

Wﬂ«a L«:ﬂﬂ’»\ N

"DAGGER THRUST III: TAM QUAN :
Bt

Moving northward, the ARG/SLF prepared for another &sSautt,
this time at Tam Quan, 31 miles south of Quang Ngai City. The
An Lao Valley west of Tam Quan was reputed to have beeh a Viet
Cong stronghold since the days of the French in Indochina.
Available intelligence indicated the possible presence of
several VC battalions and,.like Vung Mu, a POW camp. Tam Quan
was considered to be a focal point for enemy logistical support
in the valley, especially from the sea. Despite these conten-
tions, last minute reconnaissance photography revealed little
in the way of VC activity. The terrain was typical coastal —>
plain country, but much more suited for amphibious operations Ci)
than the heavily forested and precipitdus Ben Goi target.
The conduct of this two-day operation was not a complex
affair as amphibious landings go. Company E landed as the
assault element on RED BEACH at 0640 on 1 October with all waves
ashore by 0650. Leaflets expjaining the intention and purpose
of the landing were again dropped by aircraft over the inhab-

itated areas shortly before the troops landed. In crossing the

/
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beach, the Mar1nesﬂraﬁ into sma11 arms fire from the“left flank, -
barbed wire, punji stakes, and a number of trenches. The amphib-
jous tractors and tanks had difficulty traversing the sand dunes
and the trenches. The company was forced to dismount from the
LVTPs for their move inland. The tracked vehicles 44ﬂaﬂﬂy—mﬁde
-apn-exit at the\iifﬁsmg/nor%hern°end of the beach. Meanwhi]e,\ ~
Company H landed to the south of Company E on RED BEACH and —
proceeded to its initial objective with no difficulties. At
1015, Company G landed in LZ DIANE and blocked the northern
entrance to a railroad tunnel which contained some 75 civilians.
These civilians were turned over to ARVN interpreters for
questioning and were subsequently released. By 1100 all of the
initial objectives were reached. Resistance throughout the
assigned company zones of action was limited to sporadic small
arms and some automatic weapons fire. No main force or local
force units were identified.

During the late afternoon (1715 hours), Company F landed
over GREEN BEACH (south of RED BEACH). Th1s unit encountered aﬂ

small arms fire from its right flank. R&P?Wng the snipersp

J
Mﬁj e o pers MD—S}(‘\:
e#en—w4¢h_Ihe_empJoymeni_nf close air support, "bhre—Maries—
£a¢ladnia_ﬂaxixihem After this temporary diversion, the company
moved north to RED BEACH to act as BLT reserve.
The battalion spent a relatively uneventful night. The
Marines conducted security patrols within the TAOR and executed

harassing and interdiction fires at likely avenues of approach

with naval gunfire, 8Imm mortars, and 107mm howtars. The enemy s
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countered with ineffective small arms. fire, punctuated occasion-
ally with 60mm mortaf fire. There were no Marine casualties.
After an abbreviated sweeping of Cui Loi village the next
morning by Company F, the BLT backloaded aboard the ARG ship-
ping.. The withdrawal was marked by intermittent small arms
fire which forced down the tactical air observer in a UH-34. ~
The helicopter was quickly repaired and returned to the LPH
with no casualties. Once again, there was a tank that floun-
dered in six feet of water to impede the withdrawal process.
The results in this case were still marginal--only two VC
killed. There was one Marine wounded by -Sf%§¥$¥§ romanTex-

Gunniid o ¢ Tlare
pLeé+ﬁg—P&wwé—&s—we44m@s 25 heat casualties, -a=—torn—kmee Tiga-

_ment _case,_and a Spralned ank]e It _cah-be-said—that at-least
MJM
’f#e enemyhpaﬂé his presence known on this foray. Another as-
pect of the raid was that the villagers were genera]]y reluc-
bor B an Qi

tant to give 1nformat1on, primarily because of VC bnu&&L%%y.
The way o e VC 0‘0’% 0‘% e . D Cometenas Daria pwaov»‘) S Al corth =it '@‘1‘1‘

ufi:&_rThe TAQ spotted,‘a&n&ne&&@=4nwao¢niﬁ a number of VC crossing a

stream in boats using women and children to shield themselves
from the aircraft. When ashore, the VC shot their hostages

and fled into the countryside. Generally speaking, this raid

nd? Bk tnn s
proved more fruitful than the previous two%xbnf A rear Ty

pooaitl, (2 —e
SAYERGIEH s b B T T Ao (el fooan o 28 o

T S W\J-ﬂ(\—\n D*t-“\-Q-—"D gﬂcbg}f

(2) CAF Seventh F1t, Hist of Amphib Ops, p. 46 (C).
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INDONESIAN INTERLUDE
As has been indicated_earlier_in the text, the SLF had

other commitiments: to support in its contingency plans, As o=, 9

gl o e e T DREGER. THOUST roiSy  BrrgTerl L
'| \,,.a.s__th.e.—-pes d=b- 3-8 ¢ ;P
w examp e S i el -{n%&'\w]dge ,7= A’R&;Wﬁ ‘

October 1965«dun¢ngAthe ill-fated Commun1st coup attemptdﬂn
IndonesLE’ ‘Rtg&k:gifgf=%heé%h+%¢sﬁk&&ER#LHRM54$$a+d, the—&EﬁﬁﬁzyéLF

CaX

set—said and was on hand to evacuate American noncombatants

and other designated persons if required. After the situation

calmed, the SLF returned to South Vietnamese waters.

THE SECOND SERIES OF DAGGER THRUST RAIDS
Tl G-l
Almost a monthApassed before the SLF wasAﬁo conduct another
Wﬂ-’(‘

amphibieus—raid On 30 November, the ARG/SLF undertook DAGGER
THRUST IV which-was the first of a second series of raids. The
landing was at Lang Ke Ga on the coast of IIﬂCTZ, southwest of
“ha Bbstgpo ustre oulionf /

Phan Thiet and  lesbee- two days. As before, the objective area
was supposedly VC controlled and was a probable point of sea-
borne infiltration. The mission was simply tp'searchk;nd de-
stroy enemy personnel and installations. AKJUDT detachment

conducted a preliminary sweep and reported the surf conditions

in the AOA.

Lybfnf Vé"”* 'y bal L ,
/ ' d éel&yﬂmﬁ_aéuheuns_du&—ta~a¢men&egwea$ne%, the raid
W e
goﬁ/uad@#way=at 0630 on 30 November, Two reinforced rifle

companies of BLT 2/1, /E and H)1anded bnyVTs, LCVPs, LCMs, and
LSUs while a th1rd company, G, 1anded by helicopter two miles

1n1and to peﬁﬁerm"a b]ock1ng/ro1e 7 Leaf1ets were used once

o SECRET -
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again. The III MAF Headquarters provided four UHIE armed heli-

copters for escort iﬁﬁi?eI%ﬂf7§6]/he1jﬁpptgrs while -adrcraft W

fromthe—Kitty ﬂgﬁﬁawere'on station for fixed-wing close air

support.

A1l troop landings, both helo and waterborne, were unop- }i:;

posed and all objectives were secured in short order. Upon

linkup, the three rifle companies swept the high ground to the

north in the AOA. At 1045 there was contact By a patrol of

Company E with four VC on a trail near the northern boundary of

the objective area. The VC opened fire and the Marines im-

mediately replied, wounding one VC. The enemy patrol escaped,

however, taking the wounded man with it. '

The Marine LVTs; tanks, and other heavy equipment ran into

problems with mud flats caused by heavy rains and a high water '
© ., table. A TD-24 bulldozer used in retraction of the vehicles —

fggcame so bogged down that it ultimately had to be destroyed

in place. ¢
/" The enemy was hard to find. No local inhabitants were
seen and there was no activity in the villages. Rice crops had
not been worked and cohtact was almost nil. There were no

" Marine casualties and only one probable VC WIA. Nedt—resutt==

ano-threr—dry—ryn.,

DAGGER THRUST V: PHU THU
The final raid (5-6 December 1965} was the most productive

of the two series. The landing was a tactical surprise, and

~ - SECRET
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despite the fact that only a small number of uniformed troops
were encountered, they were ;ayght in the open, a rare occur-
rence 'in any operation against the VC.
The ob3ect1ve was Phu Thu, a coastal village some 490 m11es
north of Qui Nhon in B1nh Dinh Province in IIFTZ Like Tam ]
Quan (DAGGER’;HRUST;III)‘IQ mites to the north, this waé’anotﬁer
/7 of théAsea {nfiltration ﬁgiﬁgf to the vital An Lao Valley. The
terra?;_;;;\;yﬁﬁfél of the South Vietnamese seacoast where rice
and fishing were the main staples of the economy.
The assault on the 5th was conducted by two rifle compa-
—nies E and Ff2/1, in LVTs, LCUPs, LCMs, and LCUs. At the same
time, a third company, G/2/1, set up blocking positions inland
to thwart any enemy trying to flee the area. A fourth rifle
company, H/2/1, was maintained in reserve until later in the
morning at which time it was committed as a search and destroy
maneuver element. By 0740 all initial objectives were seized
with only moderate resistance. A number of well prepared
trenches and defensive positidns were uncovered and destroyed
by the Marines. As the morning progressed, there were a number
of fire fights involving approximately 50 VC.
Supporting arms came into play during the course of the

raid. Aircraft from the USS Bon Homme Richard and armed UHIEs

flew close air support missions during the morning, and on one

occasion, scored a direct napalm hit on a group of 10 VC. The }éﬁu
¢6 Te5-inch guns of the USS Or]eck worked—pver—another similar-size. )

v - ..Q,M;-{—
<3 nrgn’tra

tion w1th eﬁver1f1ed resu]ts
Tetan T Coam Tre S e e

| vt | SECRET -
- o T | jj;/}

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

SECRET

The vi]]agers appeared more amicable than at Tam Quan--
the Teaflet drop technique again had been used. Operation
*
HANDCLASP material ~ was distributed as well. Neverthetess-
'thempreyen@e=@fluumerous Ve bi]]boards was observed in the out-
lying villages.surrounding Phu Thu, and by the end of the day,
there—were 38 VC suspects,rounded up, many of them of military

age. A package of VC documents was uncovered in the course of

h -
the operation. /y éﬁrﬁlﬂuafuﬁuuvk
The Marines F@de—eut—%he~ﬁ+ght in defensive positions urder

cover—of the—standard harassing and interdiction fires pro-
vided by supporting arms. The next morning brought no signifi-
cant activity to change the pace of the operation. There was
only nominal resistance with sporadic small arms fire, some of
which was directed af the UH1Es., A Company E patrol ran into .
a VC ambush, but sustained no casualties. Also, there were
two secondary exp]bsions caused by close air strikes on Hill
106. As the forces backloaded, a UHTE helicopter crashed (the
crew was rescued) and a LVYTC was lost in heavy swells.

The results of the raid included 16 VC KIA, and a rice
cache of 2,700 pounds. The Marines suffered 3 KIA and 10 WIA,
fhe—element of surprise—held—and—the—Ve=reacted-rather—poorty-

by their standards_to—the Marine—attack—

(*) Operation HANDCLASP material included clothing, utensils,
tools, toys, and sundry other items collected by U. S. Marine

Reserve units and benevo]ent groups 1in the U.

— §E§RET
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Review of all of the DAGGER THRUST operations reveals one

prevalent characteristic: the cq@;dﬁt with the VC was always

negligible. /The criticisms of"ﬁGOf‘infe1Tigence and protracted/// E

(

p1anning‘wﬁich_ai1qweq sfi/ﬂc foreknowledge were thoroughly

aired Ain command. circles”and elsewhere (ARVN r 6<;sentatives

invdriably participatéd in the’planning and Were suspect, es-

ime would prove, -
y' Sl e srctome

pecially in two of” the operations:} As
/
security was always a problem that-had-fo-be .lived-with whén

working with the South Vietnamese miTitary personnel. Tech-

niques to minimize the enemy reaction time had to, improved.

— The after action reports provide conside;ggig)commentary
o MW&Q t b~y
las to) the benefits[éﬁa problems generated by these /raids. Some

of theZmore salient points made are]that the operations pro-

vided naval forces with a measure of needed initative; that
they helped show the local populace that the VC were not in
~complete control of a given area; that improved intelligence
resulted from the operations; and that with a demonstration of
restraint and compassion, Marines ashore could counter anti-uUS/
anti-GVN propaganda.

L Some of the adverse commentary hits upon \the sore spots
wi?ﬂi%?the Navy-Marine Corps team. Intelligence, as has been //

indicated, was generally dated and characterized by incomplete-

ness and inaccuracy; liaison with intelligence agencies ashore

(3) III MAF Ops, Nov65, p. 10 (S); HMM-163 ComdC, 220ct65,

p. 10 (c).

CELTURIC
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was not what it should have been; NIS beach surveys were in-
6""‘(9//-‘16’7{ b B Y Q—M‘M

comp1etei4aer1a1 photofreadﬁﬂis_were 1naccuratex.Eh;fpﬂannﬂmg-

was—done—in_a_real-time_ intelligence vacuun.( The need for freer |

mission-type“orders that did not impose so many restrictions on

}

the tactical commander ashore-and his coordination of supporting’
: Ez’ ‘).

arms fwas bandied ‘about “as ‘well s e By Y »/
fras bandiec 2 5;] VNMWJ&Rﬁm:,ﬁ

-r”"(-l-\_“
The FMFPac commentary recorded in the November 1965 sum-

mary provides a succinct evaluation of the DAGGER THRUST series:
Despite the absence of measurable results, the raid

concept is considered to be sound. Raids cause VC in an
area to move; they exhibit U.S. presence to Vietnamese whb
would not otherwise be exposed to us; and they serve as
excellent training for battalions soon to be committed as
in-country forces. It is plain, however, that the full
impact of these benefits has not been realized...a review
of target intelligence and planning procedures would

(4)
appear prudent.

1966-67
By the end of 1965, large U.S. combat units had been oper-
ating in South Vietnam for approximately 10 months and they

had achieved one primary goal--they had thwarted an/immediate
/é}"‘ N

Communist takeover. President Johnson's appea] to cgﬁduct)un-

0/’&4 >

vconditiona] discussions based upon the 1954 and 1962 Geneva

| ot 1 e G AT T T T T T T T e e LR TORT
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Geneva Accords had been reJected by—Ho—ChiMinh, By February
o 1966, thg~ﬂgﬂglyjyxﬁonfenencgpg§tap]ished,fu11 and prompt sup-
port to the government of South Vietnam, "Establishing security
and spreadingTGyN_influgnpe were emphasized in the strategy
~discussions »conducted at this.conference.
. e e e TR o SRR T
The miTitary ro]e‘1n‘sUpport1ng}§VN'was‘estab11shed by the

time of the onglﬁju Conference. At this point certain trends /5
Qu*awqé ] :

had devetoped as&modus operandi for the long months and years

" S S

ahead. ﬁﬁ?‘1arge unit operation had been established as a de-

finite and integral part of Marine strategy in ICTZ as was, of

/ot

course,/{ge civic action effort. \For the puthses of this mono-

:Q;;p/, SLF particiﬁétion in an éarly period large un}t oper-

fation has already been noted jin STARLITE. ,/STARLITE was the op-
timum example Oof 1965-early/'66 large unit operations where the
;LF was chopped ashore to/support III Mé;. Other III MAF large

/
‘unit operations of comparable size and scope followed, including

HARVEST MOON in Decembér in Quang :}n Province apd DOUBLE EAGLE

in Quané/Ngai/Quang/Iin Provinces.

/

the SL

7

as ah amphibious force. HARVEST MOON generated 407 VC KIA

In both of these operations,
was chargeg/with a reservé force role/and was commitfed
a toss of 47 Mam1nes. DOUBLE/EAGLE caused /437 enemy KIA with

27 Marines KIA and 252 WIA. //%hese ITI MAF operations with SLF
/augmentat1on.set the mold for many of ﬁye large-scale oOper-

"ations that followed up through the fall of 1969.

W%ene 35 the II] MAF tactical situation
in ICTZ was pe¥&$+¥ely stab]e/\the SLF canL&&ﬁ&&:k& support¢12~
| i ﬂ” SECRET
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other corps a?easIQEE;J~496Jawhéﬁ§?ﬁﬁ:ﬁem&ﬁ&:$3iffb£££§Eﬂm:¢hev
north_became=eritienl.) . Operations outside of ICTZ in 1966-67
included DECKHOUSE I in IICTZ, DECKHOUSE IIi-in ITICTZ, DECK-.
HOUSE V in IVCTZ, and Operation JACKSTAY in the Rung Sat
Specia1-Zone (RSSZ); %ii=e+:fﬁgse ogiziizﬂzé$fgvtheir place
in the support of ComUSMACY stra;ngfb&t did not directly bear

Rt X

upon theAprimary Marine concern in Sessbb=V=etnam,. ICTZ, _Tl-j

:,t/\. [ S = p‘f"@%‘bm,,%e’&,%\?’ W 05 .A" T:_ — . k;:\:a_.,..g.
s e T DECKHOUSE I (18-30 June 1966) ~ opiaidlo

In the case of DECKHOUSE I, this was the first of a new
series of amphibious attacks on the Tlittoral of South Vietnam.
The lahding took place in the vicinity of Song Cau in Phu Yen
Province, south of the Vung Mu Peninsula. The SLF (BLT 3/%%
Lieutenant Colonel Edward J. Bronarsg and HMM-364,§Lieuten;nt
Colonel David A. Somerville) encountered onTy moderate resis~
tance, killing 51 VC in a period of 9 days. The VC withdrew
southward and ran into elements of the U.S. 1st Air Cavalry

Division some seven miles below. -There was heavy contact as

the VC decided to fight it out,&gé+Wst‘aggrgsyﬁmyﬁhmﬂha¢¢aeks.
Q) o7 v Qb Whopomna R

whieh- developed dmto a nine-battalion operation, NATHAN HALE,

The SLF was chopped to the 1st Air Cavalry Division on 27 June,
but by that time the fight had simmered down. In 14 days ashore,
the SLF had netted 65 VC KIA and 72 POWs. They captured 211

tons of rice in the course of the two operations. Three Marines

were killed and 21 wounded. S~ ¢ bﬁwrﬁ4ﬂ%,rh.@¥v«%éwvu ﬁﬂlg

7
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DECKHOUSE III (16-29 August 1966--—-took place near Vung Tau

in Tin Phuc Tuy and Tin Binh Tuy Prov1nces 60 miles southeast
of Saigon in IIICTZ. There were three phases to this operation
thet=were conducted by the SLF (BLT T/ZGfELieutenant Colonel
Anthony A. Monfi?Band HMM-]63'2%jeutenant Colonel James D.

e

McGough). Two of these were blocking force—endeavors in con-

J—

junction with the US,Army's 173d Airborne Brigade and the First

Australian Task Force. The third was a simple landing involving
%~f“& G——JCQ('- -
- a S&D mission. A1l produced negligible contact. Total losses

were: 2 VC KIA; 4 USMC KIA and 25 WIA.
In January 1967, the SLF sailed 400 miles south to IV(CTZ
and conducted DECKHOUSE 'V in Kien Hoa Province, 62 miles south

of Saigon. This landing was made in concert with two battalions

W =6 V( A—'( A B (‘QWM M‘C_‘)

v of the ﬁnu;h,_lginamese Mar1ne Corps. Units involved were BLT

1/9 (L1eutenant Colonel James L. Day) and HMM-362 (Lieutenant
Ry uHC
Colonel Marshall B. Armstrong). The R¥MC battalions, however,
) fr s
operated independently of the SLF. The operation ramfor 10
wf15¢~my VRt e Comn Etmn 2

days -and contact was—sporadisc. Ihﬂ_nld_sam_&ﬁﬂé "tip-off" was~

PPN
»4uL4$€—%ﬂﬂgﬂe%~ﬂ4—%h€—ﬂa$¢4£l$6£$&~&% only 21 VC were killed
and 11 captured# #wo enemy small arms factories were destroyed)au4p

42 tons of rice and 44 weapons were captured in the jungle and

mud bog environment. The Marines lost 7 killed and suffered
35 wounded.
/

DECKHOUSE 'V (6-15 January 1967) had the distinction of

being the last SLF operation undertaken outside of ICTZ and the
Pt

on]yAUS Marine operation in IVCTZ. Another unique facet of

— -~ SECRET
| : G
| |
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this operation was that a ship to shore serial got out of phase
and deposited a boatload of news media representatives on the
beach ahead of the infantry. In this instance the Mar%nes were
not the first-to land contrary to the popular conception in-

spired by recruiting posters over the years.

OPERATION JACKSTAY
Probably the most unique SLF operation outside of ILTZ was
Operation JACKSTAY (26 March-7 April 1966), conducted in the
Rung Sat Special Zone (RSSZ) in IIICTZ. The AQOA in this instance
was in the Mekong River/Béata, just 25 miles north of Saigon.
To the uninitiated, it seems natural for Marines with their

amﬁhibious capability to be well suited for operations in a

LN

e i i . e

riverine environment. As pract1ca1 experlence ‘was to prove,

the landing craft{iy{)shlps deve]oped durlng fd after WOr1d

Warl}ﬂ/for cont/y

suited for ﬁ//s new role. fhe tactics an

//

onal amphlplous operatiops were rather i11-
’ /
7/

techniques” of river-

ire combat ¢alled for a cfiange from the/é;andard @mphibiqﬂs

/
i

2

J“'lvarlety. As it turned /out, the Maripes were not/ultimatlely

charged/with the mii7 on of conducting riverine warfage
/ /
South Vietnam, but the SLF did have one interesting and chal-

leging experience:with it.

~

Rung Sat (Forest of Assassins) is a densely covered man-
kgrové swamp area, roughly circular in shape and about 20 miles
.across 1in diameter. The native population of some 15,000 in-

‘habitants 'is concentrated in nine villages on the few dry islands
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there. The on]y,road is on .the Long Thanh Peninsula. Move-
ment is generally by water in streams that are shallow, narrow,
and wfnqiﬁg'ih”qha?éﬁfér_ The vegetatioh further restricts
access injiﬁfenjéfFaneaslgnd there is extensive flooding at
high tide, “° = w0 e o0

The relatively few deep channels adjhcent to this delta
formed the main shipping route up river to Saigon and were
subject to harassment and interdiction by the VC units in the
~zone. Generally speaking, the region was a sprawling logistics
base for transient uniis up to company-size and included
"cottage" variety ammunition and weapons factories, bunkered
supply caches, and training facilities. From this locale, ft
was apparent that the VC engineers ]gﬁﬁ}forays against the —
shipping in the narrow channels that ran to Saigon, especially
during February and early March of 1966. |

The mission of the SLF, at this time BLT 1/5 (lLieutenant
Colonel Harold L. Coffmaé}and HMM-362 (Lieutenant Colonel James
Aldworth), was "...to locate and destroy Viet Cong forces and
base areas to assi;t in establishing positive RVN control over
the vital ship chaﬁﬁe]s between the South China Sea and the
port of Saigon."(S)

The concept of—-operations was basically rather simple: it
was to be a unilateral, two-phase operation lasting about 10

dayé. Phase I encompassed a helicopter and surface assault of

(5) TG 79.5 ComdC, 9Jun66, Tab I, (S).
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the Long Thanh Peninsula to secure an area suitable for a base

camp for further operations. Phase II was to be a search and

destroy effort throughout the RSSZ. The writateratnatureTf

e

this—conecept—ehangeds—howevers;beforethe—operattonrcommenced:—

As the planning developed, the Rep&b++c—oﬁ~¥4etnam_ManJne -Lorps..

iRVN@E} expressed a desire to participate with a force of two
battalions. Appropriate RVNMC staff officers and advisors were
sent to the flagship as—a—result to conduct planning and develop
coordinating instructions. The 4th and 5th RVNMC Battalions
wereAassigned areas of operation in the northwest sector of the
RSSZ. &h&t were separate and non1nterfer1ng with SLF operations,
oot o Pon il 07y oif o Ptne ATk wonBlinetinTf oy
but still mutually supportingy Mission-type orders were pro- )
mulgated by the landing force and the RVN Marines came under
the coordination and control of the landing force. The fact
that the RY ww&c‘l\pfﬁi u} de rn.f’cz{izf /¢ CeLﬂ.F, fng }Q,’Q(jap‘lntmh..o Ej,g.chﬁ fry CORTUSPAEY
loosely so, was uniqueyp Thus the landing became a combined
operation.
D-Day proved to be difficult for the landing force, but
not because of the enemy. There were bad weather conditions,
mechanical failures, and shaky boatsmanship to be reckoned
‘ S
with during the edght-mile approach from the ships of the ARG.
The Provisional Company of the BLT, inciuding H&S Company per-
sonnel and those of the amtrac, tank, motor transport, shore
- party, and antitank detachments, landed over RED BEACH (actually
600 meters east of the beach) in the vicinity of Dong Hoa.

Company C landed in LZ SPARROW as the UH1Es completed dropping
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leaflets in the area. At 0820 naval gun preparatory fires hit
LZ ROBIN followed by the landing of the remainder of the heli-
borne elements of the BLT: Company A secured LZ ROBIN at 0940
and established defensive positions; Company D, upon landing
at LZ ROBIN, moved west to link up with the Provisional Company;
the BLT command group landed at LZ ROBIN at 1025 followed by

: s FEICC ol Oy A eV
Company B at 1100; and at~the—end=—of—~the=day (1700) the artil-
lery landed over RED BEACH, under—conmditions—of—high—tide+

S
The landing was unopposed. The only V(C@ activity in the —

area was sporadic sniper fire,gncountered during the search and
destroy sweep by Company D,(gg%;ﬁ:ﬁjllE@:EﬁE:ﬁziﬁﬁﬁl Company
B suffered six WIA when a mine exploded in the middle of an ad-
vancing column. Also of note was the presence of a dead Viet-
namese male who was Tlater identified as a fisherman, a V.C.
kidnap victim. By evening defensive positions were established .
with UDT and SEAL outposts in place to check enemy movement out
of the BLT zone of action. Artillery and naval gunfire execu-
ted H&I fires on suspect enemy positions thoroughout the night.
The enemy, as might be expected, wasted Tittle time in
probing Marine positions. Company C was hit shortly after 2000
‘with small arms fire and hand grenades which mortally wounded
one Marine. At 2100 Company A received sniper fire and grenades
but suffered no casualties, A little after midnight, Company
C was again probed with grenades resulting in another KIA and
two WIA. Between 0130 and 0500, the Provisional Company came

in for its share of harassment as well, but it took no casualties.
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‘.
Fﬁ@ne=weveﬁdpprox1mate1y 40 VC harassing the front and rear of

the company during the night. Altogether, retaliatory fires
and hand grenades killed or wounded a probable £iguwre—ef 10
enemy based upon outcries‘during the night, bloodstains, drag
marks, and. fresh footprints found the next morning.

On Sunday, 27 March, the UDT and SEAL §urve111ance teams
returned at dawn and Companies B and D continued their advance
to Tink up with blocking forces to the east and west on the
Long Thanh Peninsula. Throughout the day there was negligible
contact and the companies joined up by nightfall. The foot of
the peninsula was cleared and preparationswﬁ;§e¢Mﬂw for the
commencement of Phase II, a deep penetration of the mangrove
swamps via the inland waterways.,

This second phase required techniques that were unorthodox
at the time and were conducted with boats and equipment that
were not designed with riverine warfare in mind. Nevertheless,

Cornntin et 7 g e,
the task was -taken—in—stride, (The sophisticated naval craft

—TTTT L T . . '
/Jﬁnd ships that were evident in the Delta in 1968 and 1ater were

either on the drawing boards,or in the process of being bu11t
W E'WP ( (LF)

or converted from oider vessels and boats T §§E¢j1agsh1p, !
monitors, assﬁﬁ?i/;upport patro] boats, the @TC(Hh)f1oat1ng
et

)/gz‘ o
hellgppter p]atform;;and assau]t troop carriers were=all to
come with thelsubsequent expansion of U.S. Navy's Riverine

¢

P S

Force. The only specially designed riverine craft avai1abl§

in 1966 werg Souxhﬂﬂie%ﬂ&mese—oﬁvﬁﬁen@ééwémxage‘andzgjjgmﬂm@¢imm"*

fied Ameriean—types.
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On D+? the Marines were to hit Objective 4, a suspected

~arms factory and staging area that was to have been previously

aAPS
hit by a B-52"Arc- L1ght str1ke"‘Two”LSTs;)the Washoe‘County

and the Henry Countyéypushed 15 miles up the Soi Rap River

darkness to BLUE BEACH and‘anchored}' The Marine 1nfantrymen
boarded their landing craft and headed ashore as far as the

gradient would allow. Splashing under dense foliage and
{ O Al

climbing over?hea#y{@e%&p&e—#&k@ roots that bordered the river |

banks, Companies A and C struggled inland. The&a;w&*eégooby
traps and Tand mines tﬂwimpedejtheir progress along with the
muck and thick vegetationgi.The two LSTs provided fire support
with their twin-40mm cannon and, quite uniquely,'decKEounted
Ontos fired on-call missions. The Prov1§1ona1 Company and
Howtar battery were helilifted 1nto,LZ BLUEJAW to the -south of
Objective 4 to support A and C Companiés.

Meanwhile, Company D moved to a efferent=—teoettieny Objec-

tive A to the southeast. .After establishing a patrol base at

LZ BLACKBIRD the company»sent out reinforced squad-size patrq]s
‘'to the north and soufheast with the 105mm howitzer battery in

support near LZ ROBI§\> This endeavor was. Tikewise plagued by
N
swampy jungle terrain and surprise firing devices.

As the Marines procgaed into the‘overgrown morass, usually
in waist-deep water or. stagnant muck, they experienced only
sporadic rifle fire in both objective areas. Observation was

very poor and coord1nat1on d1ff1cu1t In the case of 0b3ect1ve
R AT S T \ N RESTHI A ECSR IR ER It
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4, meaningful exploitation of the B-52 strike was. not realized.
With no good LZs in the target area, the overland trek as the
only alternative approach proved too slow. The VC exited the

target area leaving only token harassing elements behind to

slow down the Marines' progress. -

Back in the village of Can Gio on the Lang Thanh Peninsula,

a Navy/Marine civic action team dispensed HANDCLASP material.
Doctors, dentists, and medical corpsmen of this group treated
approximately 600 patients and extracted some 500 teefh. Vil-
lage nurses were given instructions on the extraction of teeth
and then were provided a dental instrument.set for their use.
The inhabitants proved to be amicabTe and hospitable despite
recent VC presence in the area.

| The remainder of the operation continued at about the same
pace with light contact. Going from one objective to another .
~with—s-i-midar=type—evenrts—oeceurring, the SLF worked over the
RSSZ until D#]é on 7 April. Some of the highlights included:

D44 (30 March) Company A Marines ambushed a VC junk,

killing four VC and recovering a U.S. 1917 Enfield rifle 7\

-

and assorted documents,

- D+5 (31 March) Company D discovered a large camou-
flaged VC village with bunkers, a tunnel network, machinery
caches, 18 U.S. carbines, and over 1,000 grenades, Compdny
B likewise uncovered a VC arms factory é]ong with numerous

caves and tunnels.
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D+6 (1 April) Company C and assigned engineers de-
stroyed an elaborate hospita] and extensive supplies of
~ food, c1oth1ng and ammunition. The hospital and rest:
//_5 camp (]50 X 100 meters) contained well-built structures,
ransedks1dewa1ks,wa crematory, and large stocks of drugs

and medicines. ' e

D+8 (3 April) Company D personnel uncovered a mine
factory and 200 mines. The VC in this compound abandoned
hot food in their haste to escape.

D+9 (4 April) Company C ambushed another sampan
killing four VC. One enemy mortar round exploded in the
well deck of an LCM-3 salvage boat, wounding three men.

D+10 (5 April) Two Marines (Company B) drowned while
crossing a river., Their bodies were not recovered.(G)
The results of this operation again reflected the fact

that the VC did not choose to fight except for harassment in
varying degrees. Their losses included 63 confirmed dead.
The Marine casualties were 5 KIA, 2 MIA, and 25 WIA. There
‘were 55 cases of heat prostration, an indicator of the-miser--
—tp B2 antonZTEd) o e o Y e it At DR
<able heat and humidity dn—this.miasma: BLT equipment lost or

damagedﬁﬂas more extensive than usual because. of the swampy

nature of _the terra1n‘f%§;éc1a11y such 1tems as electronic_ />‘

it e i i T

(Jgear, c]oth1ng, and 1nd1v1dua1 equ1pment ./

I

v pnEL

(6) BLT 1/5 AAR 0perat1on JACKSTAY, Apr66, (S)

| . l“ SECRET |
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In retrosSpect the - ; .
/_\L.{ W/( Mé Ww@;@v@m ""‘*m 9\5,[ /‘“fc:v,,;_,\ 9’“’5%" /W°7 éﬂ{tgw

5 L@h—n&-nganrcant—prnbTem? The

B-52 strike would have been more effective had it been more

closely linked with the. actual scheme of maneuver on the ground.

Since the strikes were not pxacim&a%Jy doveta11ed to the
ol Tie W;@ﬁwﬂﬁﬂb*‘* e b -~
Marines' rate of advanceA the effects e#—%h4#=#pwwaﬂ%?=ﬁbaﬁﬁﬁ;a

proved to be of 1ittle benefit.

There were numerous other prob]emsvthat hampered the BLT
in the course of the operation. Generally speaking, the radio
communications between the companies and the BLT CP and other
units were marginal. The infantry companies were forced to
carry light loads because of the terrain and were unable to
tote along the heavy RC-292 antennas. The BLT CP did use this
antenna, but it was not enough to do the job without the com-
panies hayihg it on the other end. Reception was poor in most
of the objective areas. Orientation on the ground proved to

be extremely difficult as well. Me11copter pilots we@ﬂd—as$45¢

4#?*%ﬂﬂ@&%=ﬂh&#&&p&ﬁ=¢he=ﬂﬂﬁaﬂ¢£ymen¢wguldcfm#3;§=ﬂmok€¢gremaﬁ?s

to—establishea—Ffixs Also, with the high humidity, there was
difficulty in 1ifting the 105%ﬂby helicopters (which lost power
under these conditions) {EQPAO"G position to another. Last]y,b
the needOfor well-briefed Tiaison officers on a continu{ng basis ™
was an obvious necessity for coordination with the RVNMC oper-
ating to the northeast of the BLT.

In attempting to assess the value of JACKSTAY, it can be

fairly stated that the operation was a pioneering effort in a

e R
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task for which the US Navy apd the Marines were marginally
equipped and_trained.to accomplish. The art of riverine war-
fare, despite historic precedents in yearé past including the
Revolution, the War of 1812, the Seminole War in Florida, the
Civil War, and others in lesser ‘degrees, was still in its
founH{i:i\stages.Ei:ﬁﬂnth‘ﬁfﬁfﬁam Ef=tW¥§“tfﬂé%f€EErfaﬂ qwﬁ;n 

the_Marines_have a—trad-ibion—of-tackling any assigné€d mission,

but their tra{giﬁg was not truly compatible with” this type of .
spec1a11zed warfa~e, nfear1y‘1966 SéThere was more training

and experlence needed\(i\r1ver1ne warfare/ than conventional
amphibious training and Tandings had providedl Had the Marine

CTZ of such a large scale, the

Corps not been committed to

riverine role w0u1d probably ha

been theirs to ‘'develop with

[

the Nayy. As it was, the USnArmy ‘Qiiés in IIICTZ absorbed

the role as a matter/jj/geograph1ca1 rgiionsibility in the oper-

ations that followed there in the subsequent course of the war.

v

Any Marine who part1c1pated in JACKSTAY wou]d\ilfbab1y be in-

clined to say4 "Let ‘'em have it!" ‘ﬂﬂr—swre——~vereawere

problems—ap%eﬂ%y—qQ£££££;:Qgﬁ;¢he-¢err&vw~waswgener

J-1-y- more

YA_ S
congenial_than—the wiserabTe swamps—of-the De]ta.g
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(1)
SLF ACTIVITY: 1966-69

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is

derived from:_ USMC in RVN, Hist Summary (S); III MAF Ops, Jun66-

Nov69 (S);~FMF PAC COMD Cs, 1966-69 (S); MCOAG Study (S); 9th

MAB Comd Cs, June 66-Nov 69 (S); Taped interview with LtGen
V. H. Krulak, CG,.FMFPac, HistDiv Tape No (S); Vietnam

Comment File; Moody et. al., Marines in Vietnam MS (S).
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By mid-1966, .the military situation in ICTZ developed a.
new dimension: the enemy inva;ipn of Quang Tri Province by
North Vietnamese rebujafs.’ Within the next two years, there
were tﬂ,be f;Vé'Aigtjnct;invasion attempts into northern ICTZ.
Because of these.intrusions, III'MAF gradually had to shift
its forcés‘north{aﬁd\fﬁlf'thé“VG%d"with QS,Afmy units as they
could be spared from other corps areas.

quthérn ICTZ and the DMZ were not the only problem areas
for IITI MAF. Southern ICTZ, particularly the Nui Loc Son re-
gion, also demanded considerable. attention with periodic sharp
confrontations throughout the 1966-69 period and after. The
Viet Cong, and the NVA regulars who later filled the depleted
ranks of this gqgrrjjla army, fought repeatedly over the same
battlegrounds in their attempts to control this strategic rice-

growing region.

Caan Tar e ! n
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CHANGES IN THE ARG/SLF

As the war ground on and,esca1ated by stages during these —

(2)
three years, III MAF strength “grew “from 55,745 to 132,600;

s1m11ar1y, the SLF and 1ts Navy counterpart, the ARG, underwent
changeann‘strength:and10hganhzat1on. Ultimately the ARG/SLFe“
doubled in size into ARG/SLF'ALFA and BRAVO. Coupled with the
buildup of III MAF were several shifts in parent organizations
of the SLF. <Exer ince 1959, the 3d Marine Division had been
the parent organization of the SLF and provided f£gr its adminis-

trative and 1dgistica1‘ feeds while serving with the ARG. This

{ e

arrangement was the—case at the time of the 9th MEB landing at
% Lollpw; 7

Da Nang on 8 March 1965, On 28 June, ComSeventhF1t published

25 Vbt il i
OPlan 104~R for—the-establishment—and-maintenance--of the Ready

Amphibious Force (RAF), which included a Ready.Afloat Marine

Amphibious Brigade (RAMAB). The RAMAB Headquarters was given
Doign s ALAS, & D2 X Ut
the—task—designator TF 78, which-created—twe FMF headquarters

in the Seventh Fleet, TFs 79—and—78+ Concurrent]y, it =~pemov.ed.
AR (,(",’(bo‘a /)(’(]) T = 7‘ '
the SLF (TF 79.5) from TF 79 and~estab]1shed“1t in the -wewly
}lv «‘,/"‘ VZ,»:;
,const1tuted RAMAB/w1th“the des?%gatqr 78 5

During July and until the advance party of the 1st Marlne

Division Headquarters arrived on Okinawa on 24 Augqust, a small

(2) June 1966 and September 1969 figures extracted from FMFPac
IIT MAF 0Ops. Figures include Marine, Navy, and Army forces
under III MAF OPCON, but exclude SLF strengths attributed to
the Seventh F]eet

i .JC e
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element of the 3d Marine Division Headquarters (3d.MarDiv (Reqr))
remained as TF 79. The TF 79.designator was then passed on fo*
the 1st Mar1ne D1v1510n upon its arrival on Okinawa. On 23
December ComSeventhF1t dissolved the RAMAB (TF 78) and the SLF
again became CTG 79.5 under: I'st:Marine Division auspices.

As the‘1St'bTsti6n'wh§'ﬁHH§ed into South Viétnam, the
parent organization responsibility was paséed on to the newly
formed 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade (9th MAB, TF 79), stationed ——
at Camp Hansen, Okinawa. While under the aegis_of.gth MAB, the
SLF achieved jts highest peak of development and its most con-
centrated period of amphibious activity in South Vietnam.

In Chapter 3, mention was made of a change in composition
of the SLF headquarters in October 1965 to include a full
colonel and an abbreviated regimental-type staff. This change
was designed to up-grade the .command and staff functions within
the SLF as well as provide rank parity for the CLF in his re-
lations with the CATF. In the course of SLF operations, there
were times when this parity broke down as in the case of ‘the
DAGGER THRUST raids, where the CATF.was in fact.a rear admiral
and the CLF a colonel. After the establishment of the 9th MAB,
its commanding generals made a practice of flying down from
Okinawa in any operation where a naval flag.officer was going
‘to be on the scene. These visits provided the desired command
interest, usually without direct invoivement.in the conduct of
the operation. In the case.of Operation BOLD MARINER, where
both SLFs operated 1n ~concert, there was. d1rect 1nvo1vement and

B P T A RN
@)L
A
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contro] by CTF 79. In any case the parity of rank was apparent
and a smoother working re1atiqnship resulted between the Navy
“and the Marine task groups

The ARG/SLF was trad1t1ona11y a task-organized, amphibious

Lt ‘

force having no doctrnna]’composmtnoq},on%y~that generated by
the specific reéquirements of thé task to be.performed. This
concept prevailed for both the ARG and SLF with the primary
organizational change being its .growth from one ARG/SLF to two
in April 1967.

Looking at the Navy side of this amphibious team, the
changes in the ARG were mostly in the types and numbers of
ships assigned. The ARG specifically consisted of the sailors,
§h1ps, and associated equipment assigned to an Amphibious
Squadron (PhibRon) by the Commander of the Amphibious Forces,
Seventh Fleet (ComPhibForSeventhFit(CTF 76)). Initially in
1965, the shipping included a LPH, a LSD, and an APA. With the
periodic rotations that norma11y took place every eight months,
there*were~d1fferentf%ypézvesse]sbass1gned to the PhibRon. In
November 1966, there was an APA, a LSD, a.LPD, and an AKA. By
January 1967, the first LST was assigned. Throughout the ARG/
SLF combat operations, the most qommon_organization included a
LPH, a LSD, a LST, an APA, and a LPD or AKA.

The SLF similarly had a variety.of changes in its task
'organization. FIGURE 1 portrays a nominal composition for the
ARG/SLF and highlights the range of manning levels and aircraft

emp]pyed.
SECRET
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FIGURE 1
COMPOSITION OF ARG/SLF
ARG SHIPS 1 LPG, 1 LSD, 1 LST,
and

1 APA or 1 LPD or 1 AKA

PERSONNEL
Staff

O0fficers “Enlisted Men
Typical 10 50
Maximum 13 53
Minimum 0 0

BLT T HMM ‘
USMC USN ' USMC ™ USN

0ff EM Off EM ~ Off EM Dff EM
Typical 60 1550 8 80 48 190 ] 3
Maximum 72 1659 9 93 59 230 1 5
Minimum 35 983 1 49 15 25 0 0
FIREPOWER (BLT Only)
Small arms | 2000
Machine Guns 138
106mm Recoilless Rifles 38

(including 5 ONTOS)
Mortars {8T1mm) 8
Artiilery Pieces 12
Medium Tanks 5
HMM AIRCRAFT
Types of Aircraft " Dates

SLF A HMM UH-34D 2 Apr T967 - 31 Dec 1968
SLF B HMM UH-34D) 19 Jun 1965 - 3 Apr 1967
CH-46A -
£G-46D) 4 Apr 1967 31 Dec 1968
(3) MCOAG Study, p. 5 (S). _
SECRET
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THE ROTATION AND REHABILITATION PROGRAM

~ Fundamental to the whole SLF. concept was the battalion and
helicopter squadron rotation and rehabilitation system that
sustéined it. Reference to the periodic rotation of SLF units
hﬁ&i%é;; made in Chaptef I and-notation of the SLF participation—
in the 1nter-£heater battalion trénsp]acement system from CONUS
in Chapter II. With the Vietnam build-up, this arrangement be-
came impractical and individual replacement was put into effect
on 3 September 1965. After the cessation of the battalion
‘transplacement system, a new intra-theater program was imple-
mented on 19 November under the auspices of the 1st Marine Di-
vision and later the 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade which pro-
vided a unique opportunity for the rotation and refurbishment
of in-country battalions on Okinawa--a real asset for III MAF.
This rotation of SLF units involved some 21 BLTs and 23 HMMs
from November 1965 through Sebtember 1969, the month of the
last SLF combat operation, DEFIANT STAND. [Although the rdta-
——

‘tion\progggm‘was not extensive enough to benefit the entire

g
Lo

organizationkg;fTTT‘Mﬂfﬁxi;;pgrtaiﬁi;fdidvhelp.uQQrade the 4
assigned infqntry-bafféf%ﬁns and hETTcoptan\§quadrons as well

as the attached support units/elements inc1udiﬁg artillery,
engineers, tanks, and am?ﬁiﬁi;}

The course of this program was not always standard. Com-
mitments in-country, training exerbises,']ogistigs cqnsidera-
‘tions and the availability of shipping all h%ﬁﬁﬁfﬁiéi%ﬁgﬁnn
T%%—41ﬂﬂﬂﬂr;_§§nerajJng_a—per+o¢~of*sfx—tv“gtghtfweeks~wa&ma¥eragez

— 'eEspET
: \ ~Fs w2
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& During the heyday of this program, in Tate 1966 and early
1967, the 9th MAB developed and provided a well-organized pro-
gram to handle the incoming SLF units. The infantry battalion
was billeted at~Cémp Schwab and the helicopter squadron at
Futema.. Other support elements were nested with Tike units
within 9th ‘MAB. 'Unpon arrival, . these SLF units immediately set
_ \ SR
to work lIn lockstep sequence,] the 9th MAB atrd 3d FSR shop;;::ZZ>
RALEAAL NS e )

e

ran around the clock to rehabilitate tanks, howitzersd*engi-

PUCVSRNE S

* neer equipment, LVTs, and motor transport vehieTes. Section
chiefs and equipment oberators worked directly with the perma-
nent shop personnel to repair and service their vehicles and
equipment. Individual and crew-served weapons were checked
and repaired or exchanged as required. Individual clothing
and equipment were replaced for that Worn out in service.
Also, general supply items Qere requisitioned on a priority
basis. On an average, the 9th MA%,with the backup of 3d FSR/
accomplished about 60 percent of theéé requisitions»before the
SLF units departed the island. The HMM squadron underwent a
similar rehabilitation program for its men, equipment, vehicles,
and aircraft with theﬁ? refurbishment coming primarily from
naval supply and ma1ntenance services_on the island. -

' ,_;;“short the SLF rotation and rehabilitation program’prgfwvj
P ;

vided a bonusTeffect that ultimately 1mpreved‘1he combat capa-
M“”O/

bility of III MAFi"a1be4t“1ﬁfz/re1at1ve1y small sca]e This ‘/ /
:sort of programvyas 1mpract1ca[\1n country«at the time, (] a }/
<Egéf1ar ba;is or even peerELFa]ly _ Desp1te the appavent 7/%
UL R LT ,E ST ' Ju.A' EhE‘ErEEkT O TR
L o \/“%
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% success, however, the refurbishment effortwas.no_panacaa‘forﬂ?)/

!
i

I all the pefgbﬁnel and logistical problems of the .SLF units.

Neverthe1ess, 1t did offer—a- conSLderabLg;1mprovem@ﬂ¢«of the |

,/
} combat read1ness of the%ﬁﬁfti/and provided. a break from the

£

| gr1nd.ofvcomba?>1nciud1ﬂg4some good liberty on Okinawa and
l t ”"’“;‘th‘" e glal e LT D ‘ R
!”Ei/gn_lﬁp‘*ﬁAPh111pp1nes e

In conjunction with the refurb1shment effort was a train-

o

ing program conducted primarily in the Northern.Training Area
e

\fIN$Aﬁ“of Okinawa. There was also a scheduled landing exercise
conducted in the Philippines called MUDPUPPY. This training
emphasized the techniques of combat as experienced in South
Vietnam and most significantly, amphibious operations. A

e

broadening of the scope of this amphibious training evolved in

April 1967 during the tenure of Brigadier‘Gehera1 Louis Metzger
as CG 9th MAB. The 9th MAB itself {(jokingly referred to as the
Ryukyan National Guard by members of the the command) joined in
the amphibious training with SLF”A[FA in an exercise on Okinawa

dubbed BEACH BARON I in order to hone its proficiency as a

i

.

brigade headquarters.

This amphibious emphasis was the only real activity of t%e

(‘
sort in Wes€-Pac for the Marines. III MAF may have been an

r\;@' amphibious force by title, but certainly not in its commitment,

v
E#ﬁ : The SLF in this case carried the torch for the Corps' primary

\\t§§mission in the Far East.

By spring of 1967, the SLF reached a peak in development

U PR F S TR T [

; Fiet L SECRET o

and emp]oyment in combat as an amphibious force ) On 1 Apr11 ,1
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a second SLF was in operation. TF 79.5 (Colenel Harry D.
wdrtman) became SLF BRAVQ and the newcomer, TF 79.4 (Colonel
James A. Gallo), became SLF ALFA.' The rationale behind the
designation is not clear. Whatever the reasbn, these two SLFs
were the last to be refurbished until the summer of 1968. The
demand for forces 1n4country in the latter half of 1967 and the
first half of 1968 was too great to allow the rehabilitation

and refurbishment program to continue.

A DIFFERENT MODUS OPERANDI
There was a gradual change in employment of the SLF in
South Vietnam that proved to be a significant trend in the
history of 'SLF combat operations. Up until April 1967, the
only available SLF conducted raids, search and clear/destroy

operations, or blocking operations of short duration along the
b finst

entire coast of South Vietnam, After the dnstitution of the
iﬂi}“ £ bl
second SLF, the operations took place solely in ICTZ and periods

ashore steadily became longer., = (See FIGURE 2, SLF periods in-

tr 1965-68). By 1968 BLT 2/4 (SLF ALFA t . d
country, ) y /4 ( ) speyiha'r‘e“cor‘hw&’f,mg

200 days ashore (27 January to 13 August 1968),;Qhoppeé—%6—111
MAF. BLT 3/1 (SLF BRAVO) accumulated 133 days (1 December 1967

to 15" June 1968) - - y

'This change in employment caused s—eertain damount of re-
» Lo é.w*aﬁﬁ awwmfw Ner (L Fs

' yerbdration—in-logistics ﬂneeeé&%es feom—FMFP-are—right—down—to-

M W:;.ﬂ’ ,Fth;}lé 7’/5:.-,429.‘“ ’p‘m,-,..,:f— 55.222 A E,

the_individual_SLE-units.. The following extract from FMFPac"s:

April report of III MAF operations capsulizes the prbbem and

—

—  SECRET
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Figure 2
(4)

Dates when SLF BLT's were in-country

R i

RN P E T I s [
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its resolution:

1

1! .
Normally when the SLF is landed in a contingency de-

ployment which cannot be supported by CG, IIT MAF and
which promises to continue longer than 15 days, or when

it is landed to become a part of a force build-up, the CG,
9th Marine Amphibious Brigade on Okinawa insufes that
follow-on supplies. are shipped to the SLF.

! With the decision by the Joint Chiefs of Staff in
April [1967] to commit the SLFs to extended operations in
Vietnam, the normal logistics support procedure required
some changes. The CG, III MAF now provides logistic sup-
port when the SLF operates in areas contiguous to III MAF
installations. "When operating in areas isolated from es-
tablished logistic support ar;as, ground units of the SLF-
utilize their own resources, with stocks reconstituted as
practicable from the Force Logistic Command. While oper-
ating from the LPH, aviation units of the SLF will be sup-

ported by the LPH but, when operating ashore in the III

.MAF area of operations, support by the First Marine Air-

craft Wing will augment that positioned by the Ninth MAB
aboard ship. If the operations ashore extend beyond fifteen
days, support of helicopters will becohe the responsibility
of CG, III MAF. When the SLF operates ashore in locations
other than ICTZ (after 15 days), CG IIT MAF will provide
only aeronautical spares and special support equipment.

'A11 other Togistic support responsibilities will remain

- SECRE:
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with CG, Ninth MAB. Any major end items furnished by the
v - FLC will'be replaced by the.CG, Ninth MAB/.AS)

During thé period of the post-Tet 68 struggle, the SLFs
were not just chopped ashore for one single operation. From
27 January-to 13 Augusf"1968,-SLF ALFA's BLT 2/4 participated
in 12 different consecutive operations under OPCON of III MAF
including the bloody batt1e'of,Da1 Do with no amphibious ac-

'tivity whatsoever. SLF BRAVO participated in several oper-

ations, with stints at Camp Carroll and Ca Lu combat bases in

between. Examining the length of individual operations, a 15-

day ',Lsﬂﬁﬁﬂk.aEbofe operation was typical in 1967. 1In

— /

\Z /
1968, the figure rose to 46 days wigiclke ashore under III MAF OPCON /

as a standard infantry. battalion (BLT support attachments were '/
farmed out to parént or related 1n—éountry units).
The‘tw4&%i§gwcourse of the war in South Vietnam continually

demanded changes in the forces committed to it. i&gﬁ}LLwMAE
f@cted‘ahd—r€aq£g§§F¥ﬁgASLFs were gradually absorbed into the
protrééted land war in ICTZ as standard maneuver elements with

. e ; e oA
nolamph1b1ous role. The overriding interests ot4£§§é;ComUSMACV,;t§;
and III MAF were best served at this time by the long term em-

'ployment in-country.  General Giap's Tet Offensive offered no

alternative. : -

) 'S d
Jar
—— 2 o
—— SECRE:
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‘Sherman, CO 4th Mar and”CS, TF DELTA, HistDiv Tape. No. 199 (S);

SECRET ¢+ f
- - Chapter V1 ( |

1

SIGNIFICANT SLF OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN 1CTZ

b

s

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is

derived from: > MACV Comd Hist#(TS); CAF Seventh F1t, Hist of

Amghib 095;'Méﬁbéjbéc66 (S§{{ﬁ§Mﬁ‘iﬂ>ﬁVN;‘Hi§t-SUHmary (S);U

FMFPac ComdCs, 1966-68 (S); III MAF Ops, Jul66-May68 (S); 3d

MarDiv ComdCs, Jul66-May68 (S); 1st MAW ComdCs, Jul66-May68 (S);
4th Maré AAR for -Opn HASTINGS; .SLF (TG 79.5) ComdCs, Jul66-
May68 (S); SLF ALFA (TG 79.5) ComdCs, Apr67-May68 (S); BLT 3/5
AAR for DECKHOUSE II and HASTINGS (S); BLT 1/4 AAR for BEACON‘
HILL (S); 3d Mar ComdCs, April-May67 (S); BLT 2/3 AAR for
BEACON STAR (S); BLT 1/3 AAR, for‘BEAU CHARGER (S); BLT 2/3
AAR for BELT TIGHT (S); 9th Mar AAR for BUFFALO (S); 2/3 AAR
for FORTRESS SENTRY (S); 9th Mar AAR for KINGFISHER (S); 3d
Mar ComdCs, Apr-May68 (S); Taped interview with Col D. W.

| AICA
Taped interview with.1stLt K. W. Gregory,f%gﬁB/1/3. HistDiv
Tape No. 3257 (C)§ Taped interview with 1stL£ A. F. Prescott

et al, HistDiv Tape No, 2804 (C); Simmons, Marine Corps Re-

sponse (U); Admiral U.S.G. Sharp, USN, CinCPaﬁ/and Gen W. R.
Westmoreland, USA, ComUSMACV, Report on the War in Vietnam (ag

‘of 30 June 1968) (Camp H.M. Smith, Hawaii: 1968), hereafter

Sharp and Westmoreland, Report on the War; Moody et 1,'Marinés

in Vietnam MS' (S); MCOAG Study (S); Viet Nam Comment File.

ERRRE VS P TR T " v TR T e
’ VLG,
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From mid-1966 to Septemb er of 1969 the personnel of
the SLFs demonstrated a great deal of flexibility and ver-:

satility as they were assigned missions in the differing
%nvi:onments of ¥W¢ southern and northern I CTZ. 1In the’
a predominantly

south, the 1st Marine Division countered/querilla activity

ylth high levels of booby trap and sniper activity in an

area of high populatiqn density. 1In thg north, the 34
MarDiv faced a combination of gue;illé activity and con-
vénﬁioﬁal warfafe with large North Vietnamese regular
Army formations in an afea of'relatively low population

lensity. PUE/ALEIREHERE/ IR/ ALY LAAL AP FARHAL  H S ) et
LAY ALY A S S
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/ The operationaT/}ecord of the SLFs from mid-1966 to
September 1969 points to distinc}jgns in the type of warfare
encounteéred. In southern LGTZ/;hé"gUerril1a war was predominant,
i?/northern ICTZ there was a hybrid combination of"gherrilla
(, ana-conventlonal warfare with regular North V1etnamese troops

Jf.!/ part1c1pat1ng in large numbers. This” s1tuat1on caused dif-

/
J / ferences/1n the way the 1Ist Marvne Division conducted its war
b -
' 1n the south and thﬁ.me%hcﬂﬁgggy “appTied by the 3d Mar1ne -
9

//®1v1s1on in the north, .~ As Tst Division un1ts u1t1mate]y moved

,

northward into Quang»Tr1 Province and the areas bordering the
DMZ, they had to make%adJustment& to a d1fferent k1nd of war
1nc1ud1ng/enemy artillery f1re v1s -a-vis mortars and rockets

T e e / /

The SLFs had continued exper1ence in both env1ronments, par-

\\\;t1cu1ar1y in 1967 when they regularly bounced/g;;k and forth /7
between the two regions. |
peleen the t

pt—and—s-cope_of-these—SkF
activities—in—beth—nerthern—and—soutirern 1TTZ during 1T966-69,

d—review—of the significant operatiens—is—tm—order. Chapter
MW

VI will desd=with- seven operations in the north and Chapter
VII will cover five in the south. ¥he—cheice—ef These particu-

lar operations fer—disecussion—and—analysis, out of some 50 con-
Ll é"t\-ﬂ‘a&ﬂ ,Qe,m.j

ducted in this t1me frame, #s—predicated—upen—the—results
25 <hF

aghlemedr_Lnelud4ng~enemy_kaLsf—unusua1~orwun1quendeve+npment§ il
o
]
representative trends of pmnTovmant QﬁthﬁZﬁTM@ifbneerﬂ”ﬁ“tﬁ?:'

—any—of—these—factors.... .

- _ SECRET
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During the first eight months of 1966, the enemy escalated

DECKHOUSE II/HASTINGS

his activities in RVN by infiltration of NVA forces from North
Vietnam and by a heavy drawdown on guerrilla elements to pro-
vide muscle for larger enemy units; This particular build-up
Areached its peak in the summer of 1966. The Marines neces-
sarily were drawn northward by this enemy threat, but III MAF
and the ARVN continued to maintain a hold, though tenuous at
times 1in certain localities, on the coastal lowlands to the
south.

TF 79.5 was still operating in southern ICTZ and in IICTZ
in Tate spring of 1966, conducting Operation OSAGE (27 April- ’
2 May) in Quang Nam Province in ICTZ and DECKHOUSE I/NATHAN
HALE in Phu Yen Province in IICTZ. By the time July rolled
around, the pressure along the DMZ came to a head and the SLF
moved north.

Rumors of Targe enemy units in Quang Tri and Thua Thien
Provinces had been entertained for some time at III MAF but
with 1Tittle real evidence to support this coﬁtention. On 5
July these rumors were substantiated when a POW was captured

south of Dong Ha and was identified as a member of the 812th

Regiment, 324 B NVA Division. Two other regiments, the 90th
and the 803d were reported in Quang Tri Province. Within two
days, 2/1 (Lieutenant Colonel Jack D. Spaulding) and elements

of the 3d Reconnaissance Battalion were rushed into the suspect

DECLASSIFIED
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area to make an assessment. During the next six days, addi-

tional captives and'captured documents indicated the movement

of some 5,000 troops of the 324 B Division across the DMZ to

“Tiberate" Quang Tri Province.

Major General Walt reacted quickly. Before the NVA could
complete their build-up and launch an attack, there were seven
USMC and five ARVN battalions on hand in the area including
the SLF BLT, 3/5 (Lieutenant Colonel Edward J. Bronars). The
assembled Marine force was established as Task Force DELTA
‘under the command of Brigadier General Lowell E. English, ADC
of the 3d Division. This task force had a formidable mission
as it was to participate in the largest and most vio]eht oper-
ation of the war until that time, involving approximately
8,000 Marines, 3,000 ARVN, and possibly as many as 12,500
Communists.

The terrain in the HASTINGS Operational area, south of
the DMZ, varied from poorly drained seacoast flatland to ex-
tremely vrugged, heavily forested inland mountains with razor-
back ridges running to 550 meters in height. The greater part
of the heavy action of HASTINGS took place northwest of Cam Lo
in the environs of a ragged rocky mass called the Rockpile.
The heavy jung1e~growth and difficult terrain provided excellent
cover and concealment forrthe enemy. Since the enemy ﬁﬁ%éﬁ;/
the-area in force before the Marines, he had control of the

~high ground and the observation of the channelized approaches

it provided.

N
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Substantial-size elements of the 324 B Division, probably

in conjunction with main force VC’units, appeared to be de-
ployed west of Cam Lo on a north-south arc approximately 15
miles long and 4 miles wide. Enemy patrols came within one
mile of Cam Lo. The ARVN units.to the south encountered little
of note but did capture one POW and a‘substéntia1‘ammUnition
cache. o dieDay g empono i e
The Marines' concept involved, helicopter landings by two

widely=separaeted battalions six miles west of Cam Lo. One
battalion, 3/4 (Lieutenant Colonel Sumner A. Vale), established
blocking positions écross the primary trails in its area while
a second battalion, 2/4 (Lieutenant Colonel Arnold E. Bench),
conducted a search and destroy operation southward toward 3/4.
A third battalion, 1/3 (Lieutenant Colonel Robert‘R. Dickey),
remained in reserve at Dong Ha. The artillery battalion, 3/12
(Major Samuel M. Morrow), and subsequently the SLF-IOS and
ﬂﬂpwtar batteries, were in position somewhere south of Cam Lo.
‘%;Davaas 15 July but the SLF BLT did not enter the operation
until 18 July because of its initial commitment to a coastal
sweep in the Gio Linh District northeast of Dong Ha.

D-Day was beset with difficulties for the task force. The
first wave of 3/4 touched down in LZ CROW in the Song Ngan
Valley just a mf]e soﬁth df the DMZ without contact; the second
encountered opposition right after landing. The small LZ
generated problems for the CH-46As; two collided and a third
hit a tree attempting torayojd the first two. Two Marines

e  SECRET
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were killed and seven injured; all three helicopters were so -
badly damaged that they had to be destroyed. A fourth heli-
copter was downed by am~8nemy 12.7mm machine gun#zgiér-in the
day while bringing reinforcements into the 3/4 CP area. There
were 13 Marines . killed in this incident. Consequently, the
Song Ngan Valley was named "He]icopter Valley."

The second battalion, 2/4, touched down at the other end
of the valley in LZ DOVE, some three miles to the northeast.
Landing without mishap, 2/4 then swept westward towards 3/4.
Both battalions encountered sporadic contact during. the day
but by nightfall, K/3/4 became heavily engaged. Exposed at
some distance from the battalion proper, elements of the com-
pany were su}rounded. The heavy contact continuedfwh#ch
peakggﬁbn the night of the 16th and the afternoon of the 18th.
The fighting was especially close, intense and bloody. Artil-
lery and air strikes pounded the enemy steadily in order to
relieve the pressure on Company K. On the evening of the 18th,
after L/3/4 broke through to the beleaguered company, the enemy
fire diminished and 2/4 and 3/4 linked up and consolidated
their positions. There—were two Medals of Honorugﬁ:fded as a LdféEH
result of this fighting. .

While the bulk of TF DELTA was heavily engaged in Heli-
copter Valley, the SLF BLT made a simultaneous helicopter and

“surface landing about four miles south of the DMZ on the coast.

Landing on the 16th, its mission was to seize key objectives,

establish a beach support area, conduc%i§g§>operations, and

~
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proyide a protective screen for the right flank of the forces
engaged in HASTINGS to the west, This phase of the SLF oper-

ation was called DECKHOUSE II. The AOA was a flat, poorly

drained sandy region with intermittent dunes, scrub, and oc-
casional clusters of pine trees along the coastline. Poor tide\[)
conditions prevailed and caused the men that were surface {/
landed to wade ashore in five feet of water off BLUE BEACH.

As intelligence indicated, there were only local force VC
in the area and these either fled or took to the fields as
"peaceful" farmers when the Marines arrived. The results were
limited: three enemy KIA; six assorted weapons, some ammuni-
tion, individual equipment, food, and a number of miscellaneous
documents captured. The landing did assure, however, that the
enemy was not active in the coastal area. But now the BLT was
ashore with its reinforcing attachments (making it nearly twice
the size of the other battalions) and was inserted into HASTINGS
on the 18th.

BLT 3/5 moved inland to the Dong Ha Mountain'area, seven
miles west of the town of Cam Lo and north of the Cam Lo River.
The area is dominated by a.horseshoe-shaped hill mass with
Dong Ha Mountain at the apex. This horseshoe forms the three
main vé]]eys wherein 3/5 conducted its part in Operation HASTINGS.
The jungle canopy ran 60 to 90 feet in height and made air ob-
servation of the ground nearly impossible. Trails and streams
abound under this jungle canopy. Intelligence indicated that
a regimental-size CP was probably in the area.

‘
e e
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The mission of the BLT was basically.a search and destroy
endeavor in its assigned area of .responsibility. The concept
of the operation involved four rifle companies scouring the BLT
operationa] area from east to west within their respective zones
of action. Organic artillery:was assigned supporting fire poQ
sitions south of Cam Lo. o |
Shortly after noon on the 18th the BLT Company M,~3/5/
landed in LZ CROW and immediately came under fire from an esti-
mated NVA piatoon. The Marines in the zone immediately returned
fire and called in supporting arms killing 21 of the enemy,
more than the five DAGGER THRUST raids totaled altogether (19
enemy KIA). Also captured were two NVA WIA, a 12.7mm machine
gun, a .30 caliber machine gun, and 12 individual weapons.
Company L also landed in LZ CROW but did not encounter any
enemy until later in the afternoon, when it killed three NVA,
destroyed a .30 caliber machine gun, and captured a submachine
gun. Companies I and K Tanded in LZ DOVE but encountered no
enemy as they pushed westward in their drive.
This was to be a different sort of action for the BLT--the
enemy was w111iﬂ§AE9~§tch_1t out and fight a while. Through- ——
out the operation, contact with the enemy involved groups of
less than 30 men; often a squad or less. There were two types
of encounters: one where small enemy units delayed and harassed
the Marines according to plan and those where NVA units or in-

~dividuals had become separated from their main body and just

stumbled into their adversaries.
{  SECRET
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The most noteworthy encounters with the NVA occurred on
22 and 24 July. In the first instance, Company M moved out in
the morning to check out information from a POW that a regi-
mental CP was located in the vicinity of Hill 314. In combing
the area, the Marines found 200 to 300 newly constructed re- °
inforced bunkers covered by fresh foliage. Pressing their
search around Hi11 314, Company M came under heavy automatic
weapons fire and grenade bombardment from an estimated 40 to
50 NVA. The enemy were located in log bunkers on the high
ground above the company. In the course of the action, the
Marines unsuccessfully employed an ARVN interpreter to encourage
the NVA to surrender. In short order the Marines maneuvered
and overran the bunkers, killing 20 NVA and capturing a number
of weapons and a machine gun.

The second and most significant contact for the BLT in
HASTINGS took place two days later at midday. Company I was
moving along a ridgeline on a narrow trail when the lead ele-.
ment of the company came under heavy automatic weapons fire and
a shower of grenades. Within minutes, the head of the column
was pinned down in a firefight where the underbrush was so
thick that the enemy's myzz]e flashes could not be seen. The
NVA then called in mortar fire on the Marines who doggedly
kept up their return fire. Shortly, the artillery began to
pound the area around the pinned-down Marines and the enemy
automatic weapons fire diminished somewhat and the mortar fire

Tifted comp1ete1y. Close air support was employed as well to

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

SECRET
break up the ambush. The Marine company commander estimated
that at least two enemy companies were engaging his unit.

At 1640 the Marines attempted to remove their wounded by
helicopter but-the volume of fire forced the choppers out of
the area. Twenty minutes later, the NVA resumed mortaring the
company. Fiﬁa?]y by 2000, the mortars weré located and were
knocked out by artillery fire, which also caused two secondary
explosions.

The company continued to receive heavy small arms fire
throughout the night and during most of the next day. All
during Company I‘S'predicament, Company K tried to come to its
aid but ran into‘an estimated 40-50 NVA in log bunkers. The
company returned fire, maneuvered unsuccessfully to get around
the enemy, withdrew, and then plastered the area with artillery
and air strikes. After the bombardment, they found only seven
enemy KIA.

When the action finally abated, and casualties were
evacuated, the Comp;ny I Marines searched the heavy under-
growth and bunkers to see if there were any more enemy 1in
the area. They found 25 dead NVA, 27 rifle and submachine
guns, over 15,500 rounds of ammunition, and sundry items of
individual equipment. Enemy ordnance destroyed in the fight
included a 12.7mm machine gun, a 57mm recoi11es§‘rif1e, three
mortars and an estimated 50 rounds of mortar and AT rounds.

In other locations throughout 3/5's zone of action, there

were eight major installations uncovered. Six of these could
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accommodate a battalion or larger-size unit. The most elaborate
was a regimental-size CP and bivouac of 400 bunkers and shelters
which contained the following: 560 uniforms; 300 packs; 323
blue sweat shirts;l435 she]tér-ha]ves; 297 pairs of sandals;
70 pounds of manuals, letters, and documents; and a large amount
of 12.7mm brass scattered throughout the area. The gear was
for the most part brand new. Another site included explosives
from an engineer battalion such as TNT, Claymore mines, blasting
devices, and associated equipment.

Although BLT 3/5 knowingly made contact with only one

basic unit, the 6th Battalion, 812th Regiment, it was apparent

e
that at least an NVA regiment and an engineer battalion occupied

the area prior to the Marines® arrival. It was conjectured

that possibly the 324 B Division headquarters was in the 3/5

zone of action.

HASTINGS continued on until 3 August, although 3/5 de-
parted the battle area on 30 July. The remainder of the oper=-
ation for the task force was generally characterized by quick
shifting of Marines by he]icopter'to search out and destroy the
NVA in the various zones of action. Once the NVA met strong
resistance, the enemy attempted to withdraw as intact as pos=-
sible-into the DMZ or westward into Laos. This withdrawal was
organized and usually accompanied by positive delaying actions.
= Fheyrmade skiT1ful use of terrain, camouflage, covered routes

of withdrawal, and highly effective covering fire with auto-

TECRET
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matic weapons and mortars.,
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Results were indicative of the intensity of the fighting.
The SLF killed 155 NVA by body count; probably killed over 160
more; and captured 79 (2 died of wounds). The SLF lost 52 KIA
and had 155 WIA. Total enemy losses accredited to TF DELTA
were 824 NVA KIA‘and 14 captured. Totally, the Marines suf-
fered.126 KIA and 448 WIA, 126 of whom immediately returned to
duty. ‘

Clnne

HASE}N&E.!&jgfﬁPS12¢red to be a good example of?éfcund- —
afézgmp1oyment,cn a difficult combat environment. Techniques .
jﬁﬁ;???i force employment developed in earller operations -for=—
o T, &ijh%_ Ag?%f —fa Gt
““ther south same_Lnte—ﬁwlk—pqay The mob11 DASQ) as one such
innovation which had been used previously and proved fruitful
in handling the diverse aviation requirements of HASTINGS.
There were about 10,000 he1iZ>opter and 1,700 fixed-wing sorties
executed in the course of tﬁe operation. There were approxi-
mately 12,000 tons of bombs dropped in support of the ground
elements. Artillery certainly had a fair share of the support-
ing arms work during the operation firing some 42,000 rounds
but there were times when the deep ravines and slopes made
artillery fire difficult. In these situations, air strikes
proved to be the best solution to support the infantry.
The enemy in this more conventional-type fighting ~readily—
showed his capability of delivering a heavy volume of ﬁl%éz WA&EQ
from an excellent inventory of automatic weapons, mortars,aand

reccilless rifles. The obvious counteraction was to make maxi-

mum use of air and artillery including extensive preparation

SECRET "
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fires. MWhen it came to -handling the numerous ambuscades from

well-camouflaged and fortified positions, the platoon, squad,

_ . porsoud o be off GraZot wolep 7]
and fire team quick-action drills were—stressed=as—tire pest

,Vso1ut1on to a knotty tactical s1tuat1on:ﬂ’ﬂiiiilif,ﬂEE,SAJ1ed

for,~fﬁ€’ﬁ§FTH€§fE’ uickly.-and—forced the enemy out of

the area of operation--at least for a whilel

HASTINGS was dramatics it marked the first division-size
employment of NVA regulars; it was the largest-size Marine oper- )
ation and caused the highest number of énemy“césﬁé1ties of anyh
single operation to that date. As time was to prove, this was

not therlast incursion by regu1ar.NVA forces in the DMZ locale.

&azd General Giap had no intention of rejecting the concept of in-
Mf -l .
nf vasion through the DMZ. There were to be several bloody sequels.

WA
(,,ﬂ.-(' !
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SLF OPERATIONS IN SUPPORT OF PRAIRIE

DECKHOUSE IV
Besp1te~the~pronounced"success*of*HASTiNGS**th@’TTT“MAF

IR ] s “ oo, Mt cg e e e,
planners realized -that there”waS“ﬁﬁ“?ﬁﬁm T complacency—re=

fo X &
gard1ng~%he~ﬁME«9%@u&%+ow. -&nnthemweﬁymday_$ha% HASTINGS ter=_
mpw&teé 3 August 1966, a single batta]10ne&&&ﬁaﬂ@”?e%ﬂﬂﬂaﬂ%-‘\xﬂﬂﬂ

es&ﬁ@§“€;eratlon started in the same region. This eﬁ*%vt
UL 2 Y ’Lf‘f‘""u
marked the beginning of Operation PRAIRIE;wh%ch“wasmtO’last
2 b wJau~u§ PRALRIE ol T coomaf
almost. nine-montirss As—time—passed—and-the—northeast—monsoon
3 New 967,
season—set—iay—PRAIRIE—comtiTued,; U 't mately—into_four—phases.

ending—on—3—May 1964+

"There were numerous sharp battles throughout PRAIRIE in-

volving as many as 10 battalions at one time (7 Marine and 3
ARVN). For all fhe phases there were a total of 2,831 enemy
and 527 Marines killed. <ks=for~The SLFgz# participated in
two operations %h%$:§3$$3§$z§ PRAIRIE, DECKHOUSE IV and BEACON
HILL.

ﬁmwm 15-25 September 1966
and involved BLT 1/26 (Lieutenant Colonel Anthony A. Monti) and

weo

HMM-363 (Lieutenant Colonel James D. McGough). The BLTplanded

ust south of the DMZ in the northeastern part of the Gig Linh
J T Jla P M

the)moxg:ﬂgigﬂﬂr¢My:€uwqﬁeﬂt%=qnv

MA—S2mmmmortars—and their crews by- naval gunfire from the

USS Saint Paul (CA 73) and the USS Hull (DD 945) petre enel o o V2
M% M LA X&M«“M.\-\-—W-ap—e—rj A—J?LA—:—.——WS'
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Two days 1ater, the BLT was ehopped to the 4th Mar1nes
and remained under 1its .operational control for a period of 10£
days, Thg;ﬂt#‘participat&$>in several fights in the Gio Linh-
and Con Thien Tocales. As in HASTINGS, therc—mmre well-

’ . - .
constructed,fortif1cat1Qns‘;Qaeontend—w4¢hv—whieh were over-
come by air strikes, artillery, naval gunfire, tank fire, or
a combination of these support1ng fires. The SLF reembarked

W—-:E—J
on the 25th of September W4$h=a=%a++y=vf 35 percent (254) of
"—““\“\_._a
the enemy casua1ty t011"for~PRAIRIE_f0r the ‘month of September.

PRAIRIE continued through the particularly difficult
monsoon season of 1966-67 with numerous spells of inaction fol-
lowed by heavy clashes. General Walt moved as many battalions

into the area as his other commitments throughout ICTZ would ~
oi2a— o co~ITET. o Qo—u-ﬁ ez MVA A L Lt o f Wﬁoﬁﬁiw,p#ﬁiﬁ
<;/Ellfﬂi;ﬁ&ﬁif{_jﬁfﬁﬁf:iﬂEilfi)we*4*_Ln&eci3d—4H4MHFE_£*€m_4#H;_§Ez£es iy
including 8 self-propelled 175mm guns and 18 self-propelled
105mm howitzerspy By 31 January. the f1rst phase of PRAIRIE-

L e e

terminated and shortly thereafter, the firing of artillery
into and north of the DMZ against purely military targets was

authorized

" SECRET
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As—this epigsode a,ew +to-
. .r ' M e

v o

in received mo

e

(approximately 250 in/one case) carrying

They/were hastened y Marine air sirikes j 1ery firveg
whenever under observation. By ALhe time PRAIBIE II endéd on

18 March, over /700 more enemy/were dead.

o
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BEACON HILL
There was increasing concern over the enemy's capability
to overrun the Gio Linh base and its prize of four 175mm guns.

Operation PRAIRIE forces were still dangerously thin for their

large TAOR and.the—

i e

——— s e . | woe Ky
Qisiipern portion of the DMZ‘borderlands&_.lnte111genceAreporteéAﬁ

the following units in the SkF—A8A: the 5th and 6th Battalions,

812th Regiment; the 7th and B8th Battalions, 90th Regiment; and

the 1st Battalion, 31st Regiment (all NVA),.
B W%%w
'43n 20 March, TF 79.5, cons1st1ng of BLT 1/4 (Lieutenant

.Colonel Jack Westerman) and HMM-363 (Major Marvin E. Day), and

an embarked detachment of UH-TE and CH-56 helicopters of the

1st MAW, eenduczed_a 1andiﬁ£ on the coast north of the Cua Viet

River. »Edﬁtact was light until the- seééggiéay when 1/4 un-

covered a group of 80 NVA and killed 14 in a two—hour battle.

On the 22d, the battalion encountered an enemy compahy as—tt

pushad-mwestward between Gio Linh and Con Th1en,——¥ﬂ—%h+%“*ﬂ¢‘ s
(7LQAWM%»7JL¢¥~ Lot ) At

stence; there—were,43 enemy dead ,after a stiff engagement. Ai%e

enemy -wade—eixtensive usest covered fighting holes, trenches,

and connecting tunnels. Heavy infantry weapons wexre—employed

exbensivelys including 57mm recoilless r1fes, 60{ 8214and - e

?”»"‘""“\"“1’-6’ ) D (C‘;)s
120mm mortars, and prebabiy—340mm rocket

-,

e
(*) Wﬁmﬁm S —
1s. *ﬁh%a#mgmaseﬂof~{w

cdepstntop 2 == AL LT 1
/// projectile wasﬁfoundu

i Sttﬁtf‘j ‘“
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the.operation.
cleared by Company B) “the Marines found two dead NVA soldiers

tied to 75-pound sandbags and their machine gun with heavy

5

p

twine. _DeSpite conjecturey a a-5-6R his.stringenrt

MmeasUro N0 positive explanation h:gi;g;ggiggfplﬂﬁrﬁadﬁﬁﬁ e
By the sixth day of the operation, the BLT broke through

two well-prepared defensive lines, consisting of trenches and

connecting_tunnels concealed by hedgerows, after a two daﬂ

<:§E€;§;;;1on by art111ery and air, Fhe—%e&%—e$—%he—&pew&%d%ﬂ Thtnne

dwindled to intermittent sniper fire and enemy rear guard

W -

activ=tty. On the 28th, the BLT was chopped to the 3d Marines, ol
M PR S R

as a blocking forcey 1,300 meters south of the perimeter at

Con Thien plement a regimental push from the

ot

. aoaipeecoe
BEACON HILL came to a close on 1 April. ABLT 1/4 befﬁme

south. ' Cows ‘mgbeuﬂomﬁf

another %d Division maneuver batta]ion'%gﬂﬂlts supporting ele-
ments QS;QTtheir separate ways to parent}units. “Hes—Eeup—was—

__ owees=—and 2/3 assumed the duty as SLF BLT. la—the—totty—that
qé_th$a£¢em4§$4na14w~ﬂmﬂe*aff??jbai$¢%- “The SLF accounted sl

for 334 NVA KIA and 31 weapons captured dur1ng BEACON HILL.
g Cam e SEe A T

Marine 1osses§ were 29 KIA and 230 NIA { One—expressed reason X

.. —

/’for the low number of Marine KIA was,the BLT commander's in=-

£ i

~ sistence upon digging in with an L-shaped (down and in) fight-

king hole which provided reasonable overheed cover during heavy

— -§§§§§;{:j§E§%é:i§J L/z‘f(

. Y
AN

S e
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mortar attacks as well as close-in friendly fires.

T g iz M

e e Tt s

Overall, BEACON HILL was characterized by heavier than

normal contact e an-ds-,

T e e ke
The—enemy

s emphasis upon,mortarg and rocketg certainiy—made—
. o | . Lo io Mo commmnZrmee?
the going more Atff:Vuﬁt‘ﬁﬁ%ﬂ’77?15Xprev1ous eXpeErence Just
a couple of weeks before in DECKHOUSE VI _in_Quang=Ngai—Province.

Fn_short, the enemy was beginning to show signs _of building up
Ut ding.

—

.2 his supportinmg=arms capapirtitys ustnmy—theBMZ—as a sanctuary.

(2) Taped interview with Lieutenant Colonel Jack Westerman,

CO BLT 1/4, HistDiv Tape No. 269 (S). -

sEGRET

TN
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THE SUMMER CAMPAIGN, 1967
The PRAIRIE series and BEACON HILL operations were marked
by an 1ncreas1ng number of so6l1id clashes with the enemy in the

DMZ reg1on. E¥ea-%h&uym4uumuLmeualiles_nase~s+gﬁ+#+e&wﬁhw )b:
it_certainly .did mnot—diminfsh=the—Communist*s—determination J

__for a wvietory, Between June 1966 and the spring of 1967,
General Giap pwmped 19 new battalions into the DMZ, bringing
the Communist forces to a total of 37 battalions with a cor-
responding increase in supporting arms. Fris—inftux—caused—a-

o
new—and—hetghtened—erder—of wa?*aTE-ﬂ$hﬁﬂﬁrﬁmM$HM}-%hat—FUTvaeﬁ——~

The Communists made three offensive thrusts into Quang Tri
Province duiing the perijod April-September 1967, reinforced by
artillery, mortars, and rockets generally located north of
the Ben Hai River within the DMZ. These offensive efforts were

often popularly referred to as the "Summer Campaign of '67,"

The first of these thrusts took place in the Khe Sanh area,
south of the western reaches of the DMZ, during the latter part
of April. A second offensive effort took place in July around
Con Thien, northwest of Dong Ha, which was probably the biggest

in terms of enemy troop commitment. In September there was a

B
T Ty o

(*) Artillery was not employed, in the 4 1967, ab— —
I W SO W VAT 20 WO N e ) ) ‘

Khe—Sanh—by—the—NVA- #hﬂfFF+ehy~w&&_emp#eyed1=¢ﬁﬂﬁ§wégg'1n-

creasingly throughowt—this—period in the eastern half of the

DMZ are a}\'.Jﬂ«-ﬂ-—;-«{ ) .l‘!”"’) ‘?J’V“‘w“ﬁv ;

- SECRET _ PURY
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third attempt, ‘a heavy weapons attack of greater volume: and
duration gupporting multi-pronged infantry assaults in the
Con ‘-Thien area. ,Am%é~tﬁ€§€“thw€€*€ﬁemy~d++ve%#@n 18 May, the
3d Marine Division, both SLFs, ‘and ARVN forces undertook a mas-
sive combined -operation a&bually within the eastern portion of
the DMZ south of the Ben Hai.v This marked the first penetra-
tion of the southern half of the DMZ in the war by U.S. forces.
Aside from inflicting 837 enemy KIA, the Allies served due
notice to Hanoi that the southern half of the DMZ was no longer
privileged territory.
T e

?hefe*Wﬁs—ﬂ—ée$+w+%e role #%r the SLFs in repelling these
thrusts and in the Allied counter drive into the DMZ in May
1967F_—Hhane¥enj§£§+w~assrstawce—ﬁ+wwg=%he=9M%—was_$equ¢ﬁed

[

the»%t?§‘ﬁ?ﬁvvded~& reserve for ILI MAF that could be

employed exped1t1ous1y—-wEé1K3¥—+%ﬂﬁﬁk4%ﬁ;@a~§ggh+b+euﬁeeae#= )

on an in-country GEEP basis The -

response in the "Hlll/ﬁ/ghts" at Khe Sanh was a//'éﬁ\:c example —
of this flexibility.

SECRE
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_ KHE SANH: THE HILL FIGHTS <) S
1
Cﬁﬁ Shortly before midday on 24 April 1967, First Lieutenant
é ; Ph111p H. sauer of Company B, N/9, “an 81mm forwardNobserver

¥ i (FO), a rad1o operator, and two \riflemen were climbi
\q‘ﬁ

Hill . 861, \R\;th of;Khe_Samthmea&KEase (KSCB), to est blish -

lan observatidy post. "Some ‘200 metens from the top, the\group
was ambushed \\\

e N
The lead man was killed 1nstant1y by a bur§¢ of

\

[

Subsequently afternreport%%f#%he~ambush1 i;i%iﬁ Lieutenant

Thoma$ G. King of the 2d PTatoon of Company B toek a small

group of men to retrieve the hodies of the ambushed party and

N

to determine the size of the endmy unit in the area. Stealthily

, working their way through the sharp-edged elephant grass ohxthe
way to the ambush site, they came upon two of the bodies, bu%\;
:encountered no mqQre NVA. King called 1!&: UH-34 to pick up \
the victims of theN\ambush, As the choppeh touched ground, all

heT\| broke loose from\the crest of the hill.\ Dashing through

weapons fire, the lidytenant's party

jgot aboard the helicopter dnscathed. The chopper) however,
took 35 hits but still managed\ig fly away from the eQme

gunners., T Huey gunships assigned as escort for the.UH-34

f1mmed1ate]y toek the concealed enemyNunder fire on the crest

of 861 It was € 1dent that at 1east a‘reinforced company was
(e Sl g ;fvSECRET i‘ff '> ”
e 'ﬂj\
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in position there (later assessment set the strengith at least.

a battalion

The f1gh gradually expanded as Marine artilleny and
mortars started_to pound Hill 861. Simu\ltaneously, %xe 1st

from a position

- N

and 3duP1atoons oﬁ‘iompanypBwere_diverte
2,000 meters td the “qorth to”jbﬁh'fh'the‘fﬂﬁgt by attacking
rear of 861. After wheeling about and

the Communists from th
t(aversing only 300 meteRs, they met a fusillade of automatic
weapons fire. Using their\60mm mortars to ext§§hate their

ri}ht flank, the Marines soo encﬁztered a volume 2f NVA —
countermortar fire which forced them to scramble for more se-
Cure-positions where they could dig in. The men from\Company

B--and many other Marines--were in\for a tough fight. The

"H111 F1ghts" were underway.
The question of why the Communists chose the Khe Sanhk\

area over other access routes into Quang\gri Province, moot &§

1,
it may be, was\ﬁog1ca1,4nmv1ew of their experience in HASTINGS —

1 in )
and PRAIRIE in the rugged foothills and Towhands to the east.
\\\They had been consistently thwarted in these areas in 1966 and
‘early 1967. Despite the remoteness of Khe Sanh\from the enemy's
Ufﬁimate objectives in ‘the lowlands, there were numerous naturd]
fea%ures that were favor;b1e. The Khe Sanh area, with its
E]oudQShrouded hills (the hrghest being 1,105 meters 1n he1ght)
its hea v Jjungle canopy (r1s1ng\ps high as 60 feet), and\its
dense bambgo thickets and spread§»of elephant grass interspersed
w1th mountarn streams, made a fine, a]though d1ff1cu1t, approach.

. ,
\\.7A:J . : SECRET _
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Moreover, -the /KSCB, 1ocated,on,an55§tended plateau, was lightly

/

manned: 1/3 had recently left ;he,area and onldy a reinforced
‘ //;1’ | 4

rifle comgany, B/1/9, remained. 'Elsewhere jn the area,/ﬁhere

were.dhuy4a Héﬁdfu] of U.S4 Army Special

orces advisoys
coupled with a,Marine Combined. Action mpany in Khe Sanh
vilfage, a unit of . 'Splth Vietnamesé jfregulars at nedrby Lang
Vi, a 105mm battemy at KSCB itsel (F]2/12); and ﬁ{e Army's

175mm guns, m;}gs away, at the Rockpile and Camp [Larroll. It

At
support,Aj/motentia11y ripe/plum for the Commuynists to pick.

was- a shoestring force that de¢pended upon air ;pr logistical
There was good reasgh why there were s¢f few U.S. and
friend}y forces at Khe/Sanh. The Marines /at Cam Lo, Con Thien,
and Gio Linh had beerd tied down with PRAIRIE and BEACON HILL
and were drawing heavily upon the avajlable units whici/éere

already very thinly stretched over the 3d Division area of
*

responsibility. The contentiop’ among the Marine planners was

that if Khe Sanh did erupt, a re{;uffle by air was f/the obvioug
course of,gction. Thus it-was~that B/1/9 was ass/igned to -
the KSCB/{n a re]ative1; static TAOR, emphasizing patrolling,
periodib reconnaissance-in-force activity, and interdiction by
artillery and air--in short, checking NVA infiltration. There
were just not enough Marines, helicopters, and logistical backup

/

(*) tyé 3d Division had”only 9 infantry battalions at this

time to cover 4,000 sqdére miles. There vé; simply noﬁ/z;ough

/

infantry to control this immense area adehuate]y.
| ~ SECRET
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in April 1967 in northwestern ICTZ to employ the mobile-base
concept seen in late 1968 and thereafter.
Apparentiy, in view of .the events as they transpired,

the enemy scheme for taking Khe Sanh involved striking Camp

Carroll, Con Thien,.Gio Linh; Dong Ha, and Phu Bai by fire as

a diversionary measure and to disrupt any aid that might be
forthcoming., Also, they hoped to cut Route 9 by NVA sapper
teams between Cam Lo and Khe Sanh to prevent any overland
reinforcement. The final touch to his plan was to mount a

C ol (N‘éq»v for- 'DJ@Z-*“ Goomnp
diversionary ground attack against theﬁSIDG camp at Lang Vei,
approximately seven kilometers southwest of KSCB. A1l of

these subsidiary efforts were directed to support the major

thrust of the 325C NVA Division which was to attack from the

northwest and capture KSCB.

As it turned out, almost everything went off according to

plan except the 325C Division's main thrust. In this instance
Lieutenaﬁt Sauer's group t ped the enemy into action on 24
Pl =R

April, instead of the probable intended invasion date of 1
May. The other ancillary diversfonary-and b1ocking efforts
(some 1,200 mortar, rocket, and artillery rounds descending
upon the‘various fire support and Togistics bases and the
disruption of Route 9) took place on the 27th and 28th of
April., The Lang Véi attack followed on 4 May.

The 3d Marlne Division Headquarters responded quickly by

assigning the 3d Marines (Colonel John P. Lanigan) to counter

the NVA forces in the area. On 25 April, 3/3 (lLieutenant

DECLASSIFIED
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Co]one] Gary Yilder) operating at Dong Ha landed at KSCB.
Lieutenant/Colonel Wilder's i:iﬁpS/were to assume operational
contro

of B/1/9 north of 86} and to develop the situation to

detefmine the enemy's inkéntions. Since Khe §anh was threat-

ed by the enemy's esence on Hill 861,/the battalion com-

mander moved dir illery preparation) on

tly (after heavy a
the afternoonf the 25th. Compafily B, 1/9 was to attempt a
the two p]atoons/ﬁi;th of 861 while 1/3/3 was to
seize the hill mass itself. The battalion bogged ddﬁﬁyin the
face/of withering’fi;e. The next day Wilder orﬁg:;d K/3/9,

7

f¥esh from Camp Qafro]], to assist B/1/9 which was suffering

heavy casualties. After completion of the extrication of
and withdrawing I/3/3 from the 1owé//;1opes of 861 (agfomplished
f at 0530 on the 27th)//the SLF BLT, 2/3 (Lleutenant'Co1one1

1/9

R 72 4

X 6"Ear] R. De]ong), relieved 3/§_gﬂ_ghe -approaches of 86_4j/}he _

nyk BLT had been WLxﬁEra]n fiig/an amphlbvéus operatlon ?ini;;iff:f"”'
ters orth/ﬂ?fhue, shutf{gg\to Khe Qé;bdfiﬁg/;hopped' e 3d

/jmﬁﬁﬁér S force returned to KSCB. At T

“ Marrw s the day before

5
- v

theﬁﬁi§ef’heanwh1 B/]/ti/igprfgg/Ly a12/gwd with F/2.¥2" )

/@_ R{Jy{;or ed a prav1510na1 artillery group under command’s;/;aﬂ67/ﬂ
¥

Qy(& Richard J. Wheelock

\.55\ By late afternoon of the 28th, the 3d Marines units were
in position to attack the NVA-dominated hills north of KSCB.

The three h111s 1nvo1wed formed an approx1mate right triangle
,1 /

s
/.
//yith 881 NovTh (N) @t the apéx andx881«(s) i;g/861 on the re?
7 g /
ng;the lTeft and~r1ght extrem1t1es of the base’/(The dqstﬁﬁ€2?

SEGRET

\
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from KSCB WQEZ approx1mate1y 8 000-megers to 88L(Ni})7,009
to 881(%).,—and 5,000 tmy86 - -

The 3d Marines"concept of attack called for the sefzure—
of the three hills.uwhieh—vrertooked™KSECBs==Fre SLF battalion
) PRy
~Wa5 to assault 861 with Wilder's batta11onA1n trace fe ts7

-position—sowth—ofthe hill.mass. Once the hill was secured,

3/3 was to swing westward, clearing the terrain in its ad-
vance, to ultimately seize 881S. In coordination with the 3/3
attack, iﬁéiEther consolidating 861, was to advance toward
881N to screen the right flank of 3/3 and reinforce if re-
quired. With the securing of 861 andA881$,,3/3 was to advance
in a northwesterly direction to support 2/3 in its initial
assault of the final objective, 881N.

Aftqr a heavy preparafion by aircraft of the,]st,Marine
A1rcraft Wing and artillery at KSO , 2/3 attacked 861 and
encountered only sporadic mortar fire, By 1630 the: batta]1gq¢

Lﬂx%p secured the hill, A ey rver—thre—bomnb—b "ifif%jfpj?j?f

’fﬁe Marines found over 200 fighting holes, 4 mortar positions,

P

. 11 s]eeping bunkers, and several weapons and grenades. They
found nQ/enemy dead but they did recover thée bodies of six

Marines who had fallen in 3/3's first fight there. Fhamks—to-

fXa

»T’e effective pre arat1on by Marine air and the artillery group
?fdfaﬁﬁf
at KSCB no_othor _MRY‘.lners__lv‘lr\:nb
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“'and were t by a tremendous fu

arms and 60mm Tgftar fire. Re§;§}ﬂ6 with arti]]e;i/gnd’t]ose
air strikes, the company neutrdlized the enemy apd continued

the attac

While M/3/9 w busy, the main p0Ody of 3/3 headed

southwayd with no contagf and then procegded to Intermediate .

v
Objecfive A. After gging in for th¢/night, M/3/3 continied

to Have contact wifh what was estipdted to be a compaay-size

rce. Again th€ Marines calle

.f.‘
/é;fect.
\

The next moyﬁing M/3/3 moved out -and its lead platoon

in artillery witl apparent

reached the crgst of 881S at 1025, encountering light small
arms fire. he Marines committed &ﬁgfher platoon tdﬂxhe fight

1lade of automa®ic weapons

Marines' positigﬁs. Despite e pummeling by air/and artillery

K, numerous strongp‘ints kept up

before and d%ying the attac
their murderous fireJ/ﬁ

At nightfall M/3/3 was ordered to disengage and withdraw
to Intermediat ObJect1ve A under cover of artillery and mortar
ough there-had been 32@1750 pounds of aviation

K /// //

ordnance a d 1,685 rounds of art 11ery/expended on the hill mass,

fire. Even

it was gﬁVious that further préparation was,necessary. /There
¢ : ,

e ied

 SECRET
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//
‘were 43 Marines killed aﬁﬁvlog wounded, 90 of whom were
evacuatﬁidueases. ' &

TO 2,000-pound‘b;$p';” Major Wheelock' s‘gunhers &
ounds

As the day w%re on

IR it
b
}\Iu ,:W_

(/l V‘/’

/<{L ©air s

.began to weaken. After three papticularly vicdous

rr1kes, an enem{/fqatoon fled from 1/, bunkered po itions

1nto;the open where/the infantrymen of 3/3 cut them down. A]so

du;ing this preparatory period, M/3/
‘ /

‘E/2/3, the regimentaI reserve, mdyééfto fill the void, Company

~
- e

Pﬂkﬁ—ﬁﬂ 2 Mayjand 3/3 assau]ted 881S. The effort

departed for”Dong Ha and

1e fire met the advancing

,ve established on//he hill, the battalion B

sitions capable of

Wh ﬁ//
one mach1ne,?un bunker was knocked oxﬁ: another immediat 4§;
could fil¥ the gap, a technique en/éuntered 49 years/;ﬁ/f;er
i@t Bglréqu Wood pyﬂMgrin?s of anbther era. As usua], the

] SECRET
W
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The SLF batta11on, 2/3 had been push1ng northwest since the
28th, clearing the ravines and ridges in its path. The Marines
passed over two intermediate objectives and were finally in po-
sition for an assault of the hill, Kigk#ng—g#f:ﬂt 1025 on 2
May, Companies E and G moved out with H in support. All three
companies experienced sharp action. As Company E neared the
crest of 88IN, a terrific squall, typical of the area, develop-
ed with gusts of blinding rain blowing up to 40 miles an hour.
Appreciating the control problems the poor visibility was caus-
ing, Lieutenant Colonel Delong pulled back to more defensible
terrain for the night., His decision proved to be guiste grudent,

Tl borppany;; W%d?ﬁ*
,95 at 041§/E/2/3 experienced a savageqNVA attack b

The northeastern portion of the perimeter

was overrun. Shortly thereafterg First Lieutenant Frank M, :
Izenour took his 1st Platoon from the western edge.of the peri-
meter td halt the penetration., The men were aewptty stopped
by two enemy machine guns and took several casualties, ieeathe—
process. Izenour asked for help from the company commander,

Captain Alfred E. Lyon, who immediately sent 11 engineers as

+hao
o« 3

?iianmﬁésm%§a%4ed”MAthrcqnsiderab1e help from the artillery. -

infantry into the fight.

SECRET - Pl
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HAV TR ITT

(3) L&Aﬂ“ﬁ“ﬂf&ékr+aaﬂ
'and fixed-wing a1rcrafte *ﬁ*'kpw*iL#J@ :

[\AJ,{Z )f.;, ’(D‘m-—w_l‘b""“"'f 7 ‘
**»“? artillery support, there-—wasassistance— |
L

P SQ“V£L ér””“~
ee+jj€f§-44il@me#—e#—3%3~—54¢ te-d—en the1r
3 Cowblo,

}vantage po1nt on‘881S Aflred more than 100 rounds into the NVA

w1th,&’devas£2}1ng b@Nb&*émﬁﬂ{ ]

i
v

Cf T e 0 Y TR,

supportlng arms : E#he enemy continued to hold a

)
;s1gn1f1cant salient 1n Company E%§ perlmeter. ;
) W [ Ww#’ i
{ Stnce Company E d+d—ﬂ@%—hawe_eaaugu_&tnaagth to reduce
“ the sa11entA1tse1f F/2/3 meved*ﬂn=byﬂeheppewﬂhrﬁﬁﬁtr~4aﬂﬂ+ﬂg~
~to Selp,

inext to the embattled perlmeterA Fhe—company pressed on to

; 5 LAon !
fthe southern edge of the enemy penetration) #t-%he-sama_LUmL;

H/2/3 drove into the rear of the NVA from the north. Eventu-

LR

a]]y, the epemy—within—the- salient i Company H .
4ﬁm4shen.¢he=£ighEiﬂgjg;gqu_gggﬁtree]ine in the center of>

<::EEEw;erimeten in a bitter hole by hole contest . that—tasted—

et
e 2

|t H—midafternoon

: The price in lives was steep. The Marines lost 27 men
Eki]]ed in action and 84 wounded. The Communists lost 137
iki]]ed by actual body count and another 124 based upon.sight-
?ings and blood trails. There were also three POWs in the

:accounting.

fup his -attaeck—with—twoTeebTe probes—which—cost—five—more |

A"

3(3) Interview with 1stLt Frank M. Izenour, USMC, dtd 12 May
1967, Tape No. 2105 (Oral History Collection, HistDiv, HQMC) (S).
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CALUS I 2A

Z . _ _ The next -da -the-4th ;- brought-the Communists-a modicum '
§ T P

1

|

| of success, bdt not of the-ordenqtﬂgz would inf]uencp/%he

! i USD 3ACN R

3effect of

eir overal] offeny1ve effort A reipforced enemy: |

icompap% ‘ttacked the.Specjdl Forces camp at lLdng Vei south-

?$3Khé”53nh“i”TH“*ehémy3bVéY?an the
PR 7 -

11ghtn1ng ral'

fcommander and/his executive off

off 39 irrégqgulars. The ene j//l
during W{: attack and w1thdrawa1 despite
Hore e g Tillopy forg oo §ind -

‘%E by/the defenders A" In response to thi¥s threat from the

o
soduthwest, the 3d Division sent C/1/26 to augment Khe Sanh
against any further possibTe attacks.
l
On the morning of the 5th, Delong's battalion assaulted {

' 881N from positions it had secured the day before on the southern

|
i
|
l
}
i
f

fextrem1ty of the hill. Company F met - increasing resistance aa
| - o

iit worked its way up the slope. The company held up to let

‘a1rcraft and art11]ery clear the path of advance and then

i
!
+
|
|
i

pushed on as Company E Taid down a base of fire. At the same:
i

;time Company G swung around in an enveloping maneuver from the
inorth. Facing only light sniper fire, the Marines secured the

‘last of the hill masses at 1445. Hill 881N was theirs.

i

For the next few days, there was_little consequential
ve (S7p eairmilior 7o Sl o o2

activity except for deep patrols) STING RAYA1nsert1oﬁs, and | }

|
!
| !
fsupporting arms interdiction of apparent and suspected enemy {
| |

routgs of egress JThere—were Several sngubluss—iaj1owed up |

VFICATIO

I :
V
| o _“i l““’ ,\,SEKCRE
' »_"__;‘____’ ,.m . I
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w1th attacks by fire directed by airborne or “STING RAY obséke;

; ya 1
ver;///{;ere were appr/;1mate1y 20 NVAfffq}ed ii;;yg/iiAs

A11 1ndf

pha rat1ons p01nted ta the content»on that the

o
S

!

|

/ nemy was bau_1ng off andgﬁﬁg ing for safet ground in Nort f
C.N |

VAwD1v1s/on was hurEM//NéﬁiiZhe- f

‘Vletnam'andsLaOSx:pThe 32

1ess, it'was abtée’ ‘to. str1ke ‘back’ at its pursuers

!

Ed

/7/ : A twgqplatoon,force from F/2/3 was patrolling on the lower
:s1ope of Hill 778, 3,200 meters to the northwest of 881N, ',
%MM—MW ) . }

'when snipepr—fipe—cracked—out from the ridgeline to the fcoai.!
;aszﬁé Leathernecks Peae%ed—ﬁy dep]oy+#éL - —fop
b o Co e allethod, -
m&%+en-and_headed up the ridge —sSuddanly, the ridge erupted

,with small arms and mortar fire as well as grenades. The
;Marines suffered numerous casualties including the company

“commander. This time artillery was not immediately available

_because of communication difficulties. Finally after—much—

Spemrted-switetringTof—fFequencies and fraiTtTess transm1ffTﬁ§T”%»
. Second Lieutenant Terry M. Weber managed to make contact withg

. another station which re1ayed his fire request to the KSCB
ibatteries. The enemy at this point began to disengage. They .
'were not in bunkered positions this time and they we]j realized
'that the Marines would soon be raking them over with arti]]ery}
iIn fact as the NVA withdrew,'the Khe Sanh batteries and 60mm
~mortars from Company E to the south opened up.

; When contact with the pewted enemy uniﬁffeased; the A
Marines ¢isecovered 31 NVA dead on the batt]e site along with

S
203 fresh]y dug graves of previous enemy v1ct1ms of the~ﬂ11]

= e =
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II!UTOGI

\&

enemy-wag=playing

7

iﬁﬂ&iﬁgn*A&n&LLLs. There.was‘a§considérab1e amount of individ-
ual equ1pment and r1ce 1eft behlnd by the departlng enemy,—#saa

In contrast,uthe Mar1nes lost 24 dead and 19 wounded, most of

in ‘the''initial ‘point-blank fusillade.
o #he334ff‘;$§H££"éndéd”ﬁh“fé’MAyQ’iﬁé}é‘wéﬁeSQA%‘NvA'aﬁé*\

155 Marines dead as a result of the struggle. The SLF suf-

fered 76 dead of this number as well as 228 wounded. The -

- battles fought around Khe Sanh were a far cry from the hit-

?and—ruq encount;rs with the Communists elsewhgre in ICTZ. The
w th WQC' - J W‘-@-@é}&mf
ot @0 S ) A N 4 'S N ¢ X, LOlld.

=¥ -] '
. sense, not s Jsi¥s&&=@=@ue¥£444aﬁiorceHALOnceucomm¢¢te¢u

' A + n,
. LUrned ouby—p

fnﬂtfvn‘ﬁﬁ hislﬁizﬁéiﬁy emplaced re1nforced bunkers, TFhe—

. Marines' response was just as determined and because of their

e Ly

 mobility, their_aggressive—~infantry—attacksy—and_their superior |

’sqpportipgﬂgnmsa the=CommuniStT*S Tirst encroachment—upon-Khe

: Sﬂ,hmmm¥b~wq4ﬂ+~#ﬁﬂ44hne. _ .
: /. gt

- ww.we.,z:é%

%ﬁi Z he SLF BLT, execut1ng its deepestU1n1and mov;Z was there

MMW

B&a%hé—%ﬁ@i when most needed, 4Hﬂk4%%ﬁ¥§¥5=$#§#¢ This mobi]e

versat1]1ty was instrumental in influencing the course of the
\'h111 battles and proved to be a trump card for III MAF in
1
\%countering the Communists' endeavors there,

_‘_ﬁ | gE 3

VX”;
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TAT 19376

SR -

~325T D1v1s1onh

A

o
L
z

| .

.
22 .=z:::..-—-:=-,__z‘:_,_‘_.i.--:nl.j.-}\-;e_ G g = T Dot 1 2 1 e S e s L
i

~

+= -:r-—-'-—— e ——— !

."ﬁa.—.uu—— Zazggies "--’"‘"7-7-' S

G D Toe TR il IR AN AN IO A A;:).\v)(

N ot o Tl o oo, R

, . 1967, !
. PRAIRIEH At—that—$ime author1ty was granted to fire artil-

T
!
lery into and north of the buffer zone to interdict 1nf1]tra-§

' tion routes. This artillery support provided much need

augmentation to the air strike program in the area.
2 Wrlrl \

| Marines bevngyunable to pursue the enemx\phys1ca1]y in %hek*a
‘sangiuary, the NVA’ﬁéiﬁiﬁ#iw:used the DMZ as a ‘springboard,

@n the 13t ann1versary of the fa]] of Dien Bien Phup a

two-battalion NVA force, covered by heavy mortar, rocket, andi

2% The, K
~artillery barrages hittawg all eastern DMZ strongpoints, struck
? boae o |
;out to seize the &upost—of Con Thien. The attackers ,—d¢— |
ll

i

| |

| pectly supported by mortars andflamethrewersy were u1timate1%
|

' repulsed by1/4 in a hard and bloody battle—TFhe—enemy—tost

|

|

| }
| N

I

|

I

i

[
'S

197 kFAs—10—POHs, and 72 weapons. THe Ma €s 10

—

! 1
~destroyed—or—damaged~~Fo+lowing—this_battle, the enemy's use |
;of the DMZ for artillery and ground rocket firing sites in- E
|

4

jcreased.
|

o

. “u,-,‘ 3 " i ) ; i o o o - ) T ‘ Li ;“)74 ,‘v_,‘: ‘v,:iv_-c:‘“_, N
! - o i ’ ™ T
| — e
) .
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Wi 10206

,fowv trater—t22s; 1305, and 1525).  Al-
‘together; théPe were some 4,200 mortar, rocket, and artillery |
rounds“fliga:;£>ﬁér1ne pos1t10ns in the area during the .month
}Of Maysoorrie vaess usr B s T s Ll

; /‘;;/fv;‘

dlrectlve granting authority fg; friendly forces to enter the

portlon of the DMZ buffer zone that was in fact RVN terr1tory,

gi.e. the area south of the Ben Hai River. The concept of the
gplan called for one ARVN and two USMC operations. The code
‘names were HICKORY for the 3d Division‘units, BEAU CHARGER for,
'SLF ALFA, and LAM $ON 54 for the five ARVN battalions. SLF

i
'BRAVO was to move ashore_, to join HICKORY once the cembired

: ' - 4 )
‘operation was underway dnder the code-name of BELT TIGHD.

jThe general scheme involved the movement of these forces to
ithe Ben Hai, whereupon they were to drive south on roughly f
%para]]e] axes, destroying enemy units, installations, and Z
fsupp]ies. A major facet of the plan included development of a?

Efree-fire zone involving evacuation by South Vietnamese Nationé]

iPolice of some 10,000 noncombatants 1iving within the buffer

‘zone. In order to preserve7s3aaﬁnﬁaﬁg;;;;;;f§$€;;%¢ew, distri-:

Ao (bt
hmtmquﬁkthe plan was witk

d until the last practicable
‘momento tmw&=&££m£¢$ugmL@gégggm#f&;m+wimum&@$=$eaﬁ¢4@ﬁtggaﬁ;ﬂm;=r»

(4) This was the first time both SLFs were committed in the

same operatlon, though not under the same OPCON ‘
N &:i jZEE:‘E' zﬂM\3b
T 1S

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

TYPING GUIDF {2302
“x"lOGmPi

RPN ’Wu[‘ o

'SEGRET

‘t#ue-e¥en4%*ef~@fnmpmomﬂﬁ{}w-»~ e
 de e T
<Lhe support of this operatlon was -mere—prodigious than any

| s : _ NG e
prev1ous operatlon 1n the DMZ The U S and ARVN forces' f1re,

| 2 TEe LLBINE 8l 4

;support was. augmented by the Ist Marine Aircraft Wing, the f

crulsers -Sa@int-Paul-and" Boston ‘and- seven destroyers (six U.S.

and one Australlan), as well as aircraft from the Seventh Air |
1Force and the Seventh Fleet. The bulk of this support was forf
the direct suppression of NVA artillery north of the Ben Hai |

;River. On occasion, in the case of naval gunfire ships, it be-

‘came a question of counterbattery fire with NVA shore batteries.

f The 18th of May was D-Day. It turned out to be a rather
;bright, sunny morﬁ?n;j'but the/jheeﬁy/weather did little to
d1spe1 the~ominous pall caused”by the impending operation. There
was th€ usual barking of orders and the hus Pe/g;/:ast minute %
;greparations ;3£/b ttle: the hefting of packs, ammunition loads, J

;equipment, and other shoulder-cutting 1mped1me;ta/§9/fam111ar

i
Déng Ha and other neapby locales, it meant moving from one

ﬂdusty'LZ to anothéi/eeually dusty LZ, Feﬂ'Co]one] James A. |
._4-————"—’

ito the ever-burdened infantryman. For many Mafines ashore at I 8

i
1

tenant Colonel Peter A, W1ckw1re and HMM-263 by Lieutenant
B Ml e e
Colonel Edward K. Kirby) |off ‘the coabt of the DMZ, the scene ﬁ}

|
]

:was different. At f1rst//1anpe/the spectﬁile of heD1copters

Ga]]o s Special Landing Force ALFA (BLT 1/3 commanded by Lieu-- (

taking /of
‘a,n Cruiting poster or=a f1ashy/Pub]1c ce

photograph—-the Navy Marine Corps amph1b1ous team in fu]

v

om—the, deck of an LPH perfectéé%gﬁgmod/ﬁgm
<:nformatbpn Off1L /5
1

e
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1o the Mar1ne pulling his way up a steep ladder’

from a stale‘sme111no +v¢np eompdrtment to his debarkat10ﬁ“~xwmi

e -1 )i
T

station, there was nothing_glainorous—abeut—it—at—g He—was,

rm

(/'.] ik e h 'i_Sw;fH(‘_E;LLO‘JW,".—:M:a;r;i#&—s“%aﬁ’h:@%é%m%i te—~concerned about the gr im
e

thoughtwihatmthweﬂﬁ Y gt b e hrs~kastaa

rvMﬁ? Loaded down “With f1ve Marines of the assau]t element of
C A h hel t 15 UH- 34 f
ompany in eac e 1cop er, s tambe*ed—away- rog e
the flight deck of the USS: Okinawa LPH 3)§$@lhey—headed—eve¥

4ihe_Sauib—£h4na—Sea in the d1rect1on of Landing Zone GOOSE,
JUSt 1,500 meters below the Ben Ha1 The obJect1ve area theyéQ
(ueee:aﬁ$$5§§ﬁ$ﬁg was genera]]y flat with gently rolling sand
dunes em&ﬁxmg up to 10 meters in he1ght Toward the northwest
was a sand dune r1dge about 20 meters high which was the de-
marcation line for aAthree k11ometer-wide expanse of poorly
drained rice paddies and dikes. The terrain had been well
etudied before:the operation by using a current pictoE;EL?how—
ever, there wa§ he other aerial reconnatsSance and, signifi-
cantly, no preparation by naval gunfire or airlbecause of TLL“”“Q
9eeﬁf+ty~6”;’”‘“’*£””1‘ Lot
The squadron commander was-leading the flight in heli-
copter EG-14. Because of an intelligence report that there
was a substantial number of ant1a1rcr ft machine guns in the
plon afi b 467 2, !
area, the choppers flewibetween 25 and 50 feet adddbude at a
speed of 80 knots. This low-flying eechniawe coupled with
the lack of prominent Tandmarks in the maze of sand dunes made;
navigation messst dtfficqlt.”AAs a result, Lieutenant Colonel

A T A

L o . OSECRET . . a7
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Kirbys=keims overshot Tés=mark, LZ GOOSEg by some 800 meters,

He no sooner touched down than a burst of machine gun fire
from 50-100 feet away stlLGheé—%h&—ﬁmﬁ?Hﬂ#r%ﬁ“ﬁﬁﬁrﬁﬂﬁﬂTﬂnﬂZﬂ’“

Sthe cop110t, crew ch1ef gunner, and three infantrymen, weyre-
WeotRe-eeh, . ;Qna_unﬁantunaie i-nfantryman—nas—kilded—and—fett—From
. the—hel

7/ :~“The cfewman on the- door' gun re-
C,/ turned the fire and, in the words of the squadron commander,
. (5) ~(-a ﬂm—
“saved their bacon." -~ Kirby ;~ensecathed;—seedng—th ’T?‘Fhrp'
e was—worths—batk ity —the i —Tomake—mat+ =

[ )

radie—was—damaged. Ale lest- contact with the rest of the flight

éﬁgkthe Okinawa Two other UH-34s in the first wave were also

damaged by automat1c weapons fire along with both UH-1Es f1y1ng

ounded, Fhe
rest of the pilots managed to offload their Marines, albeit in

.an 800 meter swathwﬂﬁA. &4?95 ot Goost agkkpauukﬂﬁiy

"‘

escort,

L1%-tenant Colonel Kirby, unable to control his flight,

ack to thg LPH as bes

W’L,/
headed he could/along wjith the other

damag¢d helicopt . squadron /fcommandegr brought/his
qc/f cra v i s all his instrumgnts wgnt
: ﬁe . holes jn EG-14; rby S

E ugh old fi i he last dasp. The wo UHETEs

(5) Lieutenant Colonel Edward K. Kirby's comments on Draft MS,

Moody et al, Marines in Vietnam, dtd 18Jan70 (Vietnam Comment

. SECRET
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The woufded, in<

cluding the copj e gunships, Mere hydtied dofn

to/the sickb while K'rby rushed to the Supporting Arms/Co-
iy

)
ofdinatio

Center to/report of the sitdation. Colonel Gallo
conferred with Lieutenant Colonel Wickwire and directed a change
to an alternate LZ, OWL, 1,300 méters south of LZ GOOSE.

The situation back at GOOSE remained confused. Second
Lieutenant Dwight G. Faylor's 2d Platoon was pinned down and
scattered over 800 meters of terrain, The elements to the
northwest of the LZ were in the most serious trouble. Ensign
John W. McCormick, the naval gunfire liaison officer, tried to
call in naval gunfire but the request was denied out of neces-
sity. The diéposition of friendly troops 1in relationship to
the enemy could not be established and the probability of
killing Marines was too great.. The ensign's voice finally
faded away over the crackling radio until only the snapping of -
automatic weapons fire could be heard in the background,

Concurrent with the heliborne assault at GOOSE, LVTs car-
rying C;mpany D 1andéd on GREEN BEACH (1,200 meters south of
LZ OWL) encountering only sporadic small arms fire. At 0855
the remainder of Company A landed at OWL and was subsequently
reinforced by a platoon of Company D and a section of tanks
from GREEN BEACH. By 1100 Captain Charles G. Jordan, the
company commander, and his force worked their aay from OWL to

Faylor's beleagured platoon in and near GOOSE. Contact with

the enemy continued and Company B Tanded to join the fight at
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GOOSE, Impeded by a tenaciously held trench Tine, Jordan tried
to punch through the position by way of a tree-lined approach.
There was heavy hand-to-hand fighting. Further advance was

WJ(’“'
out of the question without close air assistaree. Eleven air-
R AR o ef

£ \'W\ v
—  .craft toek~¢u¥ﬂ£—a§:£ﬁ§§§ﬁg the entrenched NVA, As it turned

out, they were tackling an estimated three reinforced companies.

>y 2, JﬁémuHuSL
When the du#sst==of battle had settted enough to eount—bodies, b
NMYB K(Rs

“Twt Company Ajaccounted for 41, kéHs and B, 14. Air strikes ac-
counted for 12 killed.
After a relatively quiet night, the battalion pressed on

towards its objectives rorEErg With the RVYN Nat1ona1

«ﬁ’r}}’- /C‘
Police assisting in evacuating the noncombatants _n bhe+r path.
) W 20 gL

The battalion support area, however, besame—%he—+ﬁtﬂ4—yfzii‘“T

96 s 2 3¢M@mﬂ6’w - M—M&_[Jp—\— ey &

activity on several occasions during the day . —Majer—Bid-ly—D-,-
//)\ MW#WMWM%ﬂth‘

Thornbury—the—babtalion executive officer, was running—the

| : . a ' N it o harkjac PN
A :W@JWMM@LWM%LN

. details of keeping—the—battalion—support—running smoothly—His

}p | efforts were—interrupteéd on several occasions by 8bmm artillery

Lo
wfiring—from=fovtir Vietnam. At [3T0 on the-F¥ths—there was a ks

"

le ™~

~deluge of 60=rourdsr=at=t630~another 32 rounds; and themext

day another. 30- rounds.——0he—ceol=Marime—ecrouctrirg=in=his_hole :>

had. enough-presence—to—reeord—ome=cf The barrages on a Tittle .

Japanese-made  tape-recorders——Because—the=treops—were-well dug

in, casualties—were Kept=to™a minimum; all tord, 4 ¥FAs--and 10

WIAs, In_addition..therecwesre
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the Nl e,

with naval gunfjne}and particularly to hit a reinforced concrete
Tighthouse -off the coast of North Vietnam that was looking down

T WEFpblipo.
the Marines' throats on the beach. &A&E responded with a tre-

mendous naval gunfire effort to suppress the enemy firing bat-
teries. The lighthouse was another matter. Even though the
Seventh Fleet gunners used their 5-inch guns, the tower would

not tumble.. Close air strikes followed and the tower stood ?s
*)
before, smashed and shattered, but still stubbornly upright.

Satisfied that no observer could be alive FH—thd-gheypitalegep )

-pt the naval gunfire a?g*glose air support were transferred
to 2§:spact1ve targets. i)
_As the qext.coup1e of days—were—en, ithepe—was—sbi- artil-
1erﬁhin_he_neekeﬁed—mﬁ4#+, not.only at GREEN BEACH but at WHITE
BEACH as well, which fortunately was 5,800 meters further south,
just beyond the effective range of the NVA 85s, Each time the

.enemy gunners eﬁ¥:i§§&e, they received newet—gomfire—tr—

t

(*) A month and a half later the tower was again rebuilt by
the North Vietnamese. '

(**) A VC suspect, approximately 20-24 years of age, was appre-
hended on 19 May after an 1ntense»bzyrage on the BRAVO Command
CP on GREEN BEACH. Carrying a 321z%;ror, he was considered a
pr1me suspect 1n ~directing the artillery on target

L Sl
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ceplie. Consequentlys=the—enemy—ca

Ot REEp
U{ 8 \/')
_ b
~firing=for-any-length_of time, .despite-being—revetted=imwelt=- —

camoufraged—positionss Air strikes, counterbattery artillery,
and naval gunfireﬂkept the—NVA from accomplishing more than
<wassty harassing fires which ultimately had no effect upon the

N

~

BLT's mission.

In +hn°§ga;?alof the' action, é%e scheme . of—meretirer—went

pretty much according to plan, objective—hy—ebijeetive. Companies
A, B, and C advanced north to the Ben Hai. Once there, they
saw the sampans the enemyﬂuséd to_cross»tpevriver during the
~p DTN NVA gl afraecih )

night on the northern bank. Aﬁhe worst of BEAU CHARGER was over
except for occasional light contact and harassment by artillery
and mortars. In the process of moving south.tOWakd WHITE BEACH
(the LSA at GREEN BEACH %:i moved there out ofig;li11ery range
pf—ttre—85s on the 20th), the battalion along with the National
Police evacuated some 750 inhabitahts, In some cases the in-
habitants followed the Marines; one compény commahder remarked
that the civilians would leave as long as there were Marines
present. Using amtracs, the Marines transported the refugees
to naval janding craft which carried them down‘the coast to thé
Cua Viet River and Dong Ha. The bulk of these uprooted civilians
ultimately wound up in refugee camps near Cam Lo.

The finale to the dperdtioﬁ was a withdrawal by the BLT

on three different axes to WHITE BEACH in order to reduce the

battalion's vulnerability to enemy artillery.

—mest—sucressfut. The next day all elements departed WHITE

;Eigiéicgﬂ w\d@

\ G
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BEACH for the ARG shipping as Company-D covered their with-
drawal, without incident.

BEAU CHARGER, an ambitious amphibious undertaking con-

Dol pomn

sidering the evacuation problem and the enemy artillery threat,
cost 23 Marine and Navy lives; there were 79 men wounded. As .
for the Communists, they lost 85 KIA, 61 of them during the
initial fighting south of the Ben Hai. Without the terrific

naval gunfire support, air cover, and artillery support, the

.losses would have indeed been higher.

- 4
Further inland but adjacent to the BEAU CHARGEE‘AOA, fiver

ARVN batgtalions ju mpeé into LAM SON 54, on 18 May, by advancing
__— rapidly up Route ],/reaching the/Ben Hai at dawn, Initia]]y;

} they

\%w

ncountered ttle resistance. Two of the battalions swung

to the east of the highway a M then south. The three other

‘ba talions (a a1rborne tr ops), supported by tanks, wh@e]ed
{ fo the west the road Zy{ also headed ;? the south of a para-
11el cou;;é(o The NVA wete apparently caught napping/at first

@ but the gituation soon/changed and thefy provided c¢htinuous
bl

: ;contac unt11 the close of the operation. when
§i f term1nated the AR%M had killed 342 enemy in théir zone of
t
|

; action, mostly in. the area known ‘'as the rockef belt north of

! Dong_Ha Lhe  ARVN—lost—2—ki-Ied—and—19-6~wou-nded= et

" Concurrent with BEAU CHARGER and LAM SON 54, the 3d Marine

1

\ vaisfon units commenced Operation HICKORY .as—2/9—amd—2/26-

moyézﬁnorthward from pgsitions near Con Thien. The 3d Battalion,

i
\
\

“4th Marines made a helicopter assault at the same time south

”\ '\M
i
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of .the Ben Hai and swept %enera11y.towands the battalions.

6)
com1ng up from Con Thien.

R1ght at the start 2¢9_and_2¢2ﬁ:m$$ heavy opposition from
; u“@_z-&&~“1;:&/
fort1f1ed pos1t1ons north of Con Thien, Forty-eight hours of .
hard fighting ensuedy marked with innumerable air strikes and

artillery nissions, before the Marines broke throligh the NVA'

positions.

eastward within the DMZ in order to entrap.ihe  sekdsping oremy™

-

\“a
\
%‘
RE

\

‘EgheQU]e{

SLF BRAVO, commanded by Colonel Harry D. Wortman, joined
in the operation on the 20th Its introduction into this com-

al code qgme-&ﬁg BELT

TIGHT) was somewhat different than past operations. BLT 2/3's
S ool Bl o

insertion was <ddweeetly in conjunction with and under opera-

~ 'tional control of the 3d Division. There was no AOA and CATF

BLT 3/4, originally scheduled as a SLF rotétion unit, had
just arrived from Okinawa in a massive 42- p]ane airlift of
Air Force and Marine C-130s. This BLT, as the Tast ground ele-
ment of the CinCPAC Reserve, was committed at the request of
ComUSMACY., The entire airlift of the 1,233, man force took ‘f?/

N
exactly 31 hours to close at Dong Ha, three hours ahead of

SECRET o ayd
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L;fwzﬂ%ad no responsibility in controlling and coordinating support-
ﬂggw' ing arms. Everything was doqe“;hrqugh 3d Division agencies.
/ L-Hour ‘wds at 0700 on the 20th.” Companies F and H and
pr?i Commenejgféeg¢éjphe flew into LZ PARROT and secured Objective 3;
Companies:E and G.plus Command Gfoup Bravo touched down in LZ
MOCKINGBIRD'aﬁd“yeCUked’ObjebfTve_2;—bbth‘bbjédtives-beihgliﬂ\;\
~the nertheastern.corner of the HICKORY operational area (See
AsLFigure ). The terrain in the battalion's sector was gently
rolling with some cultivated rice paddies interspersed with
screb pine growth and fordable streams. The first contact with
the enemy was 1n LZ PARROTfé;ns1stf§; of 20 rounds of 60mm S
mortar fire which was quickly .squelched by fixed-wing aircraft
on station. The contacts for the rest of the operation invo]ved
iight mortar attacks, small arms and automatic weapons fire, |
and/on the second day/a mixed attack of 169 mortar and artil-
lery rounds on the battalion CP. In all cases, the.enemy mor-
tar and artillery was countered with friendly artillery fire
or air strikes.

The enemy proved to be well trained and employed his weapbns

from well concealed and varied positions with skill ag? accura-

44

by. His defensive positions were well constructed,41nc1ud¢ng T
lstee] girders and corrugated steel siding. One installation

ihat was overrun appeared to be a division-size CP. Overall,

fhe enemy provided good contact for the fifst 48 hours in 2/3's
advance southward, The Communists lost 23 KIA and 1 POW in

;he first two7days of the operation. Thereafter, there was only

L

j . SECRET o
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intermittent contact. Total casualties for BELT TIGHT/HICKORY
,were 58 enemy killed; BLT 2/3's losses were 16 KIA and 152 WIA.

e ——— e e e

where during HICKORY, 2/26 and 3/4 ran into a series

El

of for 1fiedvbunkeks near Hill 117,in the western sector of the

3d Dinvision. operational area. T strength of iy? complex, the

heayy scrub growth, and the extfemely hot weai?gr'a]] contri-

byted to boggipg down the inifial attack. i;; troops backed off

nd air and artillery poundéd the hill. Lieutenant Colonel

William L. Masterpool, cgfmander of 2/26,/was assigned the task

| of coordimating and coptrolling the nexy attack using K73/4 and

H/2/26.

While making an aerial reconpaissance with nembers of

his stiaff and the

into/their helicopter and forced if to the grou;ﬂ. A11 of the
0

pas?engers were /wounded including Masterpool w was medevaggd
i
/

The attack was consequently delayed for anothér day for further

bombardment ?f the objective dnd adjustmenty within the cpmmand.

On the thi:7vday, the Maringﬁ attacked under control of Lieu-
tenant Co]qpe] Vest and successfully seizéd the bunker fcomplex
‘and OP, killing 41 of the occupants.

With the exception of the Hi11 117 f1ght, act1v1ty dwindled

toward/ the end of HICKOR /and all anc111@ry operations jin the

eastern DMZ. The fact sghat an enemy d1v1s1on-s1ze~command post

was /overrun by the Mafines no doubt gontributed to hﬁs d1m1n-

ishing activity. 0 JJygierm1-

[

rat€d with enemy 1psses of 362 k1}1ed Material

/

destroyed 1nc]uded 108 weapons,_50 tons of rlce, and 8 tons of

~ . TECRET
il fy If : s
DECLASSIFIED

the 28th, thi/ peration of cia

aptured or

0 company comma dérs, enemy grpgund fire tore:

e . e ———— e —

/
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mmunition.—~—The Marines involved in-HICKORY/

: G Tost 119-Ki11ed andw5a$fﬁjzg/81waﬁﬁ;Z:;(”’////
' Significance of HICKORY, LAM SON 54, BELT TIGHT, an
EAU CHARGER was quite apparent to friend and foe alike. The

outhern half of the DMZ was no: longer guaranteed sanctuary

for launching attacks to the South. Further, the enemy command
structure was temporarily disrupted within the DMZ. On the

negative side of the scoreboard, ComUSMACY and III MAF realized

——

that 13 battalions worth of effort could not permanently deny

B oo

- AN
L?/ AT e

T

the enemy's use of the international buffer zone entirely. Like-

wise, no higher order of friendly control within the DMZ could

Dotz o
et i

A@aﬁuéﬂq;7
P

R

be realized as long as the enemy retained and manned his forti-

ffed border north of the Ben Hai. ;fi;oé%)éZJZEZZQQf:D

y‘, . The SLFs and CON THIEN
]

1NN
g% During the hot summer period that followed, the activity

3 = —
%~ mile area in and around Nui Con Thien., This_ gutpost, situ- ——

?5 § , in the DMZ region generally centered around a twenty square
\ { Conn SV iz
\§ >
N @§§ ated on a hill only 158 meters high, commanded an excellent
view of the surrounding countryside including the Marine logis-
tics base at Dong Ha to the southeast. As a strategic terrain
feature, the hill mass was important to the Communists. As
time passed and casualties continued to rise, it became sym-
bolically important to them, too. Like Khe Sanh in early 1968,
Con Thien was a beleaguered fortress though it never made as
many headlines nor achieved as much alarmist editorial coverage
AR “?‘
g;%&s:@E;EI%EEZ i g
st M
gt
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back in the U.S.  From March through September 1967, over .

6,000 NVA dead were counted by Marines on the fields of battle
there. VYet, the hill itself was only large enough to accommo-

2t
date a reinforced batta]ion:Lat times that was too dense a popu-

_//
lation considering the terrific enemy shelling. -Except for the
major attacks upon theABéiggé%'jtsg%f, thevenemy casualties

L i R
were primarily the result of,the maneuver battalions screening~qu

Both SLF battalions of the period served as reinforcing
maneuver units to the 5&153:%. The first time was in early
July 1967 during Operation BUFFALO when both 1/3 and 2/3 were
rushed into the area in a "fire brigade” role to hold back a
massive enemy attack upon the bastion.} The second time was in

September and October when.2/3 phased into Operation KINGFISHER

from its own amphibious operation on the coast, FORTRESS SENTRY.

(*) The daily peak of incoming rocket, mortar, and artillery
‘rounds at Khe Sanh was 1,307 rounds compared with 1,233 at

Con Thien. Con Thien, however, covered approximately one-

SECRET

/W\l

tenth of the land area of Khe Sanh.
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sides. To make matters worse, the enemy began poundin

OPERATION BUFFALO
BUFFALO had its/?ateful beginning on 2 July with the 1st

Battalion, 9th M ines operating 1in and“around the Con Th1en

perimeter.

C'mpanles A and B were wgrk1ng thzfgyea north/ Ve
1
t P

northwest #f the outpost near the former mar Tace westQf

Gia Bin Company D and H&S Aith its CP gfoup were within the -

outpoft perimeter on Nui C6n Thien, an

¥ Company C
Ha with the 9th Mayines CP. &////’ x//y

While proceeding/in extended column along a sunken road,

/Company B begaﬁ/}eceiving small arms ftpe/in a steadily in-

-~ -
creasingn;gﬂume. The first assessmeﬁ% of the enemy streeg}h’/y
d

A

was a hapdful, then a batta]iog” and ultimately a mu]tijat-

e

talion/force of the 90th NVN/§e91ment Company A foved east-
ward/to help out but %;ifﬁiabTe to effect a 1kﬁk-up after re-

pe fed attempts in tge face of intense smatl arms fire from”all

i

“the un-

fortunate Mar1nes with artillery and”mortars In f&ct, this

v
was the flrst/t1me the enemy emp]oyed artillery dn mass and in

‘close coordination w1th his ground attack. Back at Dong Ha,
A

Company C was a]erted*to stand by foglhe1111ft to/the area of —

f
contact. Meanwhisde, the radio transmissions~were becoming more~

grim by the maﬁiet; the enemy was us;;g/VTamethrowers; th

Company B 6mmender, his radio operafor, two platoon mmanders,

and thefartillery forward observef were KIA. The forward air

contgdﬁ]er took command of the company but co act with him was

\‘\\

lost a short time Tater. Only the company-executive officer

Pl R

_ SECRET
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with the rear platoon managed to maintain radio contact with
: ) P

the battalion CP,~ Also caught in the heavy enemy fire ét the

rear of the

tended column, k% was in no position to influence

the situati to any gre extent. He g&&ﬁfz;roup the per;oﬁﬁé]

remajfAing around him ahd managed tomove some of the ¢dsualties
te” an LZ istab]ishgﬁ/to cover the arrival of Company C from
~ Dong Ha.( )

Company- C, arriyfﬁé by chopper, was met by a heavy artil-
lery barrage, ei}iﬁ;ted to be 85mm or larger, and suffered 11
WIA. Marrying/tp with a platoon of Company D and a platoon of
tanks fromsCon Thien, the reinforcements wor%gd”%heir way into
Company B's position, established a defigsfgé perimeter, and
proc%ﬁﬂed to evacuate those woundedAgm%ﬁdead within reach. ./The
task’ of extricating the wounded 9v€§ed most difficult a$ the
?ygcuation LZ was, out of necessity, some distanc

! ,f#ij; the
/

dcene of the fighting. F;}ihermore, the enemyZgunners were

"

blasting away at the Lzﬁfﬁroughout the day., The wounded were
faf from safe and magj/of them took addjitional wounds while
awaiting evacuatiopgﬁ Litter_bearerslﬁﬁi corpsmen became
casualties as weT{.

A1l during the fight, friendly and enemy supporting arms

were very active. Marine aircraft in the first few hours of

(*) A platoon from Company D on Con Thien and a platoon of
tanks were sent to the rear of Company B to establish a secure

LZ in preparation of Company C's arrival,
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battle delivered 90 tons of ordnance in 28 sorties. Artillery
fired 453 missiong,wHfTé”navaﬂrguﬂSw@$~%hewSeven%h'F]eef“?Tamﬂ
meg_453hmis§idnsiwhfié naval ‘'guns of thé Seventh Fleet slammed

142 5-inch roupds into enemy positions. On the other hand,

hien. More than 700 +%bunds fell on

1/9/elements alone.

At 1500/Lieutenant/f010ne] Richard J. Schening, the 1/9

> hoslgieiors
regimenf that all companies were hard

pressed and with sMio other reinforcements avaﬁﬁab]e, the si;:E}///
tion was critigal. Colonel George E %ﬁ:, CO of the 9th”Regi-

“
ment, dispatfhed 3/9 by helicopter } the battle areasat 1730.

commander, notified

After two and one-half hours, thpfg companies and e command

group wefe in position north fﬂthe "trace," a #00 meter-wide

and si
Linh /and Con Thien. At

#his juncture, 3/9, under command of

Major Willard J. Woodr hg, assumed OPCON of Companies A and C.

Woodring's battaliory made a twilight attack on the enemy's

left flank while the effective elements of Company B~and the

/
platoon from Company D,-holding the LZ, puLLig/back to the Con

Thien perimeter in eXpectation of an attack”Zon the outpo;iﬂ

contact. Wop

Under the increaged pressure provided by 3/9, the ene ﬁZ;roke
/ﬁ/ffe morning's

‘down and exhausted, e survivors o

fight took”muster. The—tally—of-this day was a terrible reve-’
lation that caused.many -a-shocked response from Vietnam all the

S

SECRET /a8
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M‘ME M2 oveco., 1/7 ﬁ,lﬁlgwna Ke .[.;,/,@ ,
190 ot and 3 Hip,

DECLASSIFIED




| DECLASSIFIED

-~

way—back to—He—United—States. Altogether, 1/9 lost 53-KIA,

n{t//untﬂ the 5th o

190 WIA,

afd 31 MIA, It was July that

re units, rate or complete

nemx4cou1d be es abl}s?ed (estimétes during the oper=-
7

gﬁ ationsran into the/{housands). 3///////

W It raziﬂly became apparent ¢ III MAF that tHLs/Eat£1é‘Wasn\w
the .heavigd§t and most costly”engagement of the“war to that -7

//Zi:7 _date. #This well coordipdted combined apms attack of five b

ight and medig artillery, mortars

Z;}dons with massi}y
;/jwe11 as flamethggﬁers was someEh%hg never encountered before

\\ in the DMZ. ' It was conventional warfare in the furest sense.

.In response to this combined arms threat, III MAF quickly
a2It
requested the assistanee of both SLFs. SLF ALFA, now commanded

'by Colonel John A. Conway, was preparing for a landing in eas-

4=
tern Quang Tri Province but immediately shifted. gewts—#wto its

'new mission with the 9th Marines. Special Landing Force BRAVO,
/ i
A1

Just withdrawn from Operation BEACON TORCH in Pagoda Valley,
100 miles to the southeast, was also alerted. In less than 25
A , .
| -hours after HAos—Eragie—eentact, SLF ALFA's BLT 1/3, still

under command of Lieuten&nt Colonel Wickwire, touched down one

(7) Col Richard J. Schening, comments on draft manuscript,

dtd 23Jan70 (Vietnam Comment File) (s).
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mile southeast of Con Thien. The entire battalion with its

artillery battery was 1in position by the afternoon of the 3d.
During the per od 3-5" Ju1y, enemy contact cont1nued On
LH :’2 Ctoreonfn - &—wll..-.n—w

the 3d woodr1ng ca]]ed 1n continuous air strikes for 12 solid

hours . The next morn1ng,‘3/9 with 1/3 tied in on its right,

jumped offand ‘developed ‘heavy -contact at 0915 southeast- of:. the

™

~—_ market place near Gia Binh. A prolonged close-range clash en-
L

sued with tanks, artillery, and liberally applied close air

support interspersed with considerable amounts of enemy incoming.

When the Marines' final assault was over at 1830, there—were

J—Merines—ici-ted—iretudd tire—commander o1 company —t—amd e
==t TuaTng e E—‘_ﬂ—a__{__'_;_,__ )T pany d 77

platoon leaderfrom—ke—I>Fhere—nere—=33 wounded 1ncrua1ng the . CO

- N e

suffered e 11 WIA

of- pany—6 BLT 1/3
in its advance on the right flank., The next day, SLF BRAVO's
BLT 2/3 (Major Wendell 0. Beard) landed adjacent to Cam Lo and
moved northward tgward Con Thién on the western periphery of
the combat area.( )

The daylight hours of the 5th brought 1ittle contact and

‘the grim task of recovering the dead of B/1/9 was completed.

evening, however, there was a change jn pace;//yajor
9

/

‘Wobdring’ decided tos61ide a reinforced company” out abo

h approach td/§;9's per i 1sed th%/‘

Durjng the

[

:(*) Colonel James G. Dionisopolous relieved Colonel Wortman

as €O, SLF BRAVO (TG 79.5) on .

" SECRET
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(a €he 6th of July

T ] -
pated in.-this—eperatieon—as—a—bitt—cf=redemption for the events {
' - |

B s e

Lfthe 2ds—The—enemy Qruvideo the opportunity=for—a supporting=
Treaviy: | |
7 arms=bonanza=by massing his units in attack formations in numbers

s

never seen before in ICTZ. CQCenseguwerrttys—some—ofthe—nmost—ef—
LT =

fective §uppn“+f%g/uym5 WOrK of the war camg tU pass—tt-iag— /

4

L

~BUEEAEO-« As BLT 2/3 was conducting a sweep during the morning
of=the=fth near Con Thien, it wam—dwto an enemy force employing
|

mortars. The Marine battalion killed 35 of the invaders from

| Yy iy o o TLo I
the north by rapid ‘employment of supporting arms, and suffered—
e g |

—ro9casualties of its own.g

Late in the afternoon . of the 6th, Captain Burrell H. .
I T
Landes, CO of B/1/3, climbed a tall tree in order to call in
G Doy M‘;@- [

air strikes and artillery firelan front of his position. In

the middle of his activity, an aerial observer informed him that

a large enemy force was approaching his position. hen Landes

=

asked what the size of the force was, the reply wasy "I'd hate

(8) . LtCol John C. Studt, Comments on draft MS, dtdi14Jan70

(Vietnam Comment File) (S).

—

| o © SEGRET
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to tell you, I'd hate to tell you.". Aetually—it—was—roughty
a 400-man force crossing the Ben Hai in approach march forma-
tion heading direct]y f0§L2/3 and 3/9. All ynits braced for
the attack. o |

; LT

In short order both 1/3 ‘and 3/9 began receiving extremely
heavy and accurate incoming mortar and arti]Tery fire. Esti-
-
mates varied from 5-600 rounds at 3/9's position to 1,000 at

1/3's.,

1t was quite apparent

that the enemy was making a coordinated attack with a consider-

able amount of massed fire support., Te—add—to—the—ferocity—of—

Pf- Ly gl ,/

~this bombardment, NVA sappers Q&a immediately behind the barrage
-/ AT ptp s rf)

~flinging fuzed blocks of TNT into fighting holes. -B&#=#*Pesdufﬁmﬁﬁ“c%

were called in for A/1/9 and continued throughout the fight.

.The whole gamut of supporting arms was brought to bear on the
attacking NVA: flare ships, fixed-wing attack aircraft directed
by TPQ-10 radar, gbfgggbgunships, naval gunfire, and all varieties
of available artillery (nine batteries ranging from 105h%o -
175mm) . in Colonel Jerue's estimation, "Not enough can be said
for the tremendous assistance by all supporting arms."

By the 8th when reports were finally gathered, the enemy
KIA count had risen to 567 for BUFFALO. -As-a practical matter,

‘(9) Taped interview with Maj Burrell H. Landes, USMC, former
co0, B/1/3, dtd 8Jul69, HistDiv Tape No. 4253 (S).

(10) Colonel George E. Jerue, Comments on draft MS, dtd 12Jdan70
(Vietnam Comment File) (S).
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the counting of enemy bodies—was—pr evinrg—to—be a most difficult
_L;&k?ﬁéihgég£;§l¥_cannage;wa%Fbeyondmdescwqptyenxa—?herE”WETe

literally hundreds of bodies strewn_ about-the—cratered=battle=—

_ground . seme—hatf—burited—bythe—exptodimgartiitery—shetts—and—

bombs, others in pieces amongst disarrayed-items—ef—imdividual

equipment, weapons,-anﬂmammunition. _The counting of .enemy can-
’jfEg3~y3;;nna—oﬁ—éhe—me%hed5~used_io—deve%aﬁ*a—Teﬂ++&ilg‘EElJy
Incoming—arditlery—furtier—comp ricated this Walodorals —recKon=—
imgna The widely scattered location of thése kills was surpris-
inge tee- Even as late as the 8th, Céptain Gerald F. Reczek's

C/1/3 came upon a find of 200 or so enemy dead near H111 39, x
600 meters east of Route 56].Hﬁt/3-pparent1y contained a head-

quarters group that had not been previously counted by aerial
observers or ground units. amn Typically as in all the DMZ
battles, the true tally of the enemy dead killed by artillery,
naval gunfire,vand»air strikes will never be known because of

‘the sanctuary problem.

S oi— T
At e o

(11) Ibid. The scattering of casualties to the north was
caused by air and artillery hitting NVA moving toward or away
from the main battle area. The scattering laterally from 3/9's
position eastward across the front of 1/3 was the result of the
NVA attempting to outflank 3/9 without realizing that 1/3 was
on the Tine. Attempting to move further east, they lost even

more men to the guns of 1/3.
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’_The last significant contacts of BUFFALO came on 8 July
to the south and southwest of’pqn“Thien by 1/4 anéig/3 (under
operational control'of the 3d Marines, Commanded by Colonel
Jameé Rév$§6ékméﬁ)sv Both were violent clashes against an en-

. . . . oA
trenched foe.and.sinvolved combined.arms. When it was atl—said—

and—dohe, 1/4 killed 45 NVA ‘'soTdiers and 2/3 another 'sg. = "
— 8¢ T T

An interesting new _development in this intense fightingﬁ‘f\

around Cog Thien was the enemy's employment of surface-to-air

-

missiles (SANs) against Marine close air support air€raft from

bacross the DMZ.\While an A-4 aircraft was wopking over the

NVA in front of BLRN1/3 on the 6th, eigh#SAMs were launched

from North Vietnam, jWst north of @ DMZ. One of these hit

the jet, piloted by Majo E. Brubaker of VMA-311, and

icaused it to crash in ho e territory. Another of the rounds

exploded in erratic 0 meters south of Dong Ha.

Brubaker, only ightly wounded, wag _picked up the next day by

the Air Fo n Giant." To the

e rescue chopper, a "Jolly G

Marines”on the ground, the reaction to this weapon was puzzled
surprised followed by a quick prayer for the pilot. To the
aviators, it was a clear indication that their already dangerous/

trade was becoming even riskier. e e

!

Operation BUFFALO closed.on 14 July 1967. The assessment g

dismat—at—firstwith B/1/9's devastatien, hecame a stinging

4
battlefield defeat for the Communists and the 90th NVA Regimenit.

'The enemy losses were tallied at 1,290 killed and 2 captured.

‘Amongst the booty of battle were 21 crew-served weapons, mortars,

! o ' . SECRET - 3
a \ /:‘:é%
N
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and machine guns. According to some participants from 1/3,
they could have improved their casua]ty count and picked up

oo L 255, (12)

more’ weapons ‘had 'they ‘not béen ordered back
There was justpnot enough time to assess their battlefield
accompllshments completely. Total . Marine Tlosses in contrast
were 159 kilTed' and''345 wounded, ' '~ - ' 0 T T LTt
This distinct Targe-scale offensive aimed at Con Thien

was short Tived and considerably more v+e+ous than most of the

Communist operations conducted in ICTZ/lbffgjiﬁjﬁﬁ—fﬁ-f“EEHE‘-'
[ - HM%M ’

P M
1U]_91'£ V‘l(‘1nuq +h:“ 'JS'..'.':‘.'! Wars t‘h?Jﬁcuvy cxll}fll)ymen -

AVJ
1erv by fr1end or foe--Titerally a "hell on earth’ for-the

Eﬁ@xanﬁé*andziheaue$%h=##e%namesf. 0f the 1,290 enemy killed,

475 were credited to air, artillery, and naval gunfire. Be-
yond this, supporting arms destroyed 164 enemy bunkers, 15

artillery and rocket pos1t1ons, and caused 46 secondary explo-

sions at ammunition dump sites. This effort required 1,006

of (-

(12) Taped interview with Maj Burrell R. Landes, former.C0., -Co

By 1/3v—HistBr-Tape—No+-4253~(S), The Jerue comments point- out

(/JL““

that/on 8 July,-the-decisi-on-was—-made by Major Genera] Hochmuth

}ﬂsa !

‘CG, 3d Marine Division, to withdraw 3/9 and 1/3 to pos1t1ons

just south of the trace for several specific reasons; the NVA

“had lost the initiative in the area and was rapidly withdrawing

into the DMZ; the defensive positions south of the trace were
as good as those to the north- the responsibility of the divi-

s1on, stretch1ng from the Hai Van Pass north to the DMZ and west

hEn o .
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tons of aviation ordnance, over 40,000 rounds of III MAF artil-
Jery and 1,500 5- and 8-inch naval gunfire shells from the
Seventh F1eet The July '67 contest for Con Thien was over--.

t11ﬂ the next round And once more, the next encounter was to

bring the SLF-on the scene.

. to the Laotian border, did not permit the luxury of tying down
too many infantry battalions for long periods of time unless

absolutely necessary; the division units had to realign them-

-

selves so that the SLFs could be released back to thevseventh

—~

Fleet; and lastly, the defensive positions of "Dye Marker"fﬁﬁﬁﬁfgggg?f
. - f

———— s

were to be on the south side of the "trace" and orders from

“higher headquarters directed the division to prepare these po-

sitions with all deliberate speed. “Dye Marker" was a code

: 4%¢«A9/,‘ ;thuQ;f

name for the DMZ strongpoint system sponsored by Secretary of
R A

Defense Robert S. McNamara. Popularly, it was known_ as_ -

SEC HE?

—— ‘\,KJ;Q
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FORTRESS SENTRY/KINGFISHER

astion Waﬁ;"Han

tinued frustration.

R R
— R i — Ve ———

On 3 September, the day of the South Viet-

namese presidential and senatorial elections, the Communists
unleashed increasing amounts of .artillery and rockets across
the eastern portion of the DMZ at the Cua Viet facility, Gio
Linh, Dong Ha, and Con Thien. The attack en Dong Ha was es-
pecially successful as it virtually destroyed the ammunition
dump and severely damaged the bulk fuel farm with its stores
and dispensing equipment. On the 4th, there was a sharp clash
between NVA elements and eight Marine units -south of Con Thien

and from that point on ground activity increased and continued

throughout the month in various localities around the hill mass.

Enemy artillery, rocket, and mortar fire was particularly ef-
fective and voluminous.

The 9th Marines had been conducting Operation KINGFISHER
since 16 July with a varied force of three.to six battalions.
In the course of KINGFISHER, there was concern over the eastern

flank of the Con Thien region, along the coast. The 270th NVA

Regiment and local force VC units were known to be operating in

the Tocale between the coast and Dong Ha on the northern side

AT G

of the Cua Viet River. The area had been covered several times

SECRET. -
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before during DECKHOUSE I1 and IV, BEACON HILL, and BEAU

CHARGER. = The concept of 1Lh1s ODPPaiie%——hewe¥&n7—was’f”‘5"
fd1ffe ent--a-throwback to.

AlerH'4§A he]igopters in WestPac were grounded (except
-f(\\,

for emergency.combat missions) :because—of essential modifica-
tions to the ‘réar motor mounts and’landing ‘gear assemblias v
'This restriction, of course, affected SLF BRAVO's helicopter
squadron, HMM 262 (Major Gregory A. Corliss). Consequently,

‘except for observation ass1stance and 11m1ted ass1stance from
et e e e e L L L mmea BLTQ./

in-country sources, helicopter support was not ava11ab]e e

landing ~&s to be conducted +ﬁ—tha=%+me=heﬁere&=#w§#$§#=§f sur-

face assault over the ‘beach. The lst Amtrac: Batta11on s LVTPs~

// - (

~Wleebe augment the Navy 1and1ng craft in the operation.

e

The 1and1ng.K4§¥ed—£#ﬁL1n the early morning darkness of

s

3

17 September.

(Y
LA <

%he rough seaaqupset the tﬂme table of the

. £/~ “TA 1 .
;—),", / /- e (o S /

ship-to-shore movement, Desp1te the adverse weather cond1t1ons,
the Marines landed, although slowly, experiencing no contact

with the enemy. The element of surprlse was lost because of the

e ——— e e

, de]ay caused by the weather but the resultant reduced visibility

he]ped compensate for this shortcom1ng

During the course of the operation, there was only sporadﬁc
eontact as the battalion took its initial objectives and then
headed on a north/northwest axis toward the DMZ. The 1st ARVN
bivision screened 2/3's left flank. En route, there were
pnoblemsgwmih land m1nes wh1ch cavsed-damageﬁt@ severa] of the’

wooen
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amtracs. O0On the 23d, the tempo of activity changed as approxi-
mately 100 enemy using mortars attacked elements of E/2/3 in

the vicinity of Hill 31 in the flatlands. Employing 6unsh1’ps 2,1
wille ’

in strafing and rocket‘runs, bhe—Marines b%ekélup the enemy

<g;£iiwj Thereﬁwere_ZZ Commun$stswstrewn about the areaé&fter
: 22 TV e
/‘ the enemy®s w1thdrawa1/ The Mar1nes suffered no casualties.

The following morning, just three miles east of Gio Linh

near the village of An My, the Marines of F/2/3 and G/3/3, with
elements of the Ist ARVN Division acting as a blocking force,
killed 33 NVA in several encounters amidst periodic enemy artil-
lery and mortar fire. In the case of An My, subsequent inter-
rogation revealed that the NVA expected an attack from the west
and southwest. With the BLT bearing down from the northeast,
$he surprise was mesd effective. To offset the enemy artillery
fire from north of the DMZ some of which was out of range of
lorganic Marine artillery, naval gunfire was used with apparent
success.

At 0800 on the 25th, FORTRESS SENTRY, the 44th landing for
the SLFs, terminated. The results included 89 enemy KIA, 2 Pdw55
2 Marines KIA, and 106 Marines and Navy wounded and evacuated.
The BLT then phased into Operation KINGFISHER to the west. This
sequel was not particularly active, involving patrolling and

sweeps with 1ittle contact.

SECRET
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DAL DO Mm@/

av\¢he ear]y art of 1968, w+%na§§ed the largest enemy endeavor

of the Vletnamese Warghggag)rﬂﬁameus Tet Offensive) In this e

offensive, Marine activity was particularly heavy at Khe Sanh.
and at Hue, a]thdugh'ba‘Nang and other population centers had
their share of’activity,'tod."As the fighting at Khe Sanh and
Hue diminished, a new offensive developed--the Second Offensive
or "mini-Tet." The two SLF bégig;ieﬁs were committed to the
eastern DMZ area throughout these periods. The Khe Sanh se VGe
and the battle for Hue did not involve either of the SLF bat-
talions. The Second Offensive did, however;'%LF ALFA's 2/4
(Lieutenant Colonel William Weise).

The BLT and its attachments had been ashore under oper-
at{onal control of the 3d Marine Division since January and QoqQ
experienced frequent contact with NVA units. On 18 March, for
instance, the battalion killed 130 enemy during an attack on
the fortified village of Vinh Quan Thuong, just three miles
tnortheast of Dong Ha. This and other engagements of the period
between Tet and the end of April featured enemy artillery and
rocket support from the north. The amphibious role of SLF
ALPHA and its BLT (as was the case with SLF BRAVO) was én-
tirely dormant during this period.

Reports from intelligence sources revealed that the ele-

ments of the 320th NVA Division were shifting from the locale

of Cam Lo to the area east of Con Thien. On 15 April, an aerial

observer sighted a NVA regiment in approach march formation,

'

9
A
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six miles north of Gio Linh., Subsequently on 29 April, a South
Vietnamese civilian told ARVN officers that there was a large
number of "NVA ‘troops in his village, four miles north of Dong‘
Ha. Ré$p§ﬁ8{n§’%mme9iate]y to the villager's lead, two 2d

ARVN. regiment.battalions and a .company of Marines ( ) .
headed north and ‘hit the NVA on-both sides of Route’ T, killifg
151. Mqreover; by 30 Apréi&ﬁiﬁgiig&%long the Cua Viet River,
always a chancey affair with' RPG and mortar fire and mines, was
fcomplete]y halted. A NVA bélta]ion had taken over the village
of Dai Do and was busy fortifying it.

Dong Ha and all its installations were in distinct jeopafdy
and the ARVN and the Marines moved.rapidiy; 3/9 (Lieutenant
Colonel Edward J. LaMontagne) moved from Cam Lo to cover the
western f]ank?q;/4 advanced westward from its position toward
'Dai Do; and the 1st ARVN Division headed to the ndrthwestern
‘approaches to Dong Ha to cut off any possibility of enemy escape
in that area.
‘ Bir

The initial disposition of, 2/4 forced a piecemeal intro-
duction of its companies into the Dai Do area. Two companies
of 2/4, E and G, were tied up elsewhere and were not immediately
available for the impending attack. Company E was posted as '
security for the 3d Division on a Route 1 bridge north of Dong
Ha; Company G was located in the northern extremity of the
‘battalion operational area in Lam Xuan (west) and Nhi Ha. The
CO0 of the 3d Marines (Colonel Milton H. Hull) consequently re-

Bt

'1nforced'G/4 with B/1/3 which was in c]oser“proxjmijyAfprvﬁhg_

[V ST

secrer
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- attack on -Dai Do -
Towards the end of the morning on--30 April, two of the
companies were deployed for the attack: Company F (Caﬁ%ain
James H. Butler) was given the mission to seize Dai Do; Company
H (Captain James L. Williams) was to seize the village of Dong
Huan, 700 meters east of Dai Do. Company H, the first to jump\
off, secured Dong Huan without too much difficulty by 1400.
Company F, however, met also1id wall of fire on the edge of
Dai Do. ﬁ#%?%?ﬁyczamouf]aged fortifications with firing ports
just inches from ground level were everywhere. FhretMarinmes

were—stymied whereyveyr they tried to maneuver. More and mare

men_fell, dead or wounded. By late afternoon, there were only
[ZEY .
50 able-bodied men left to fight, Recognizing the futility of

trying to seize Dai Do without reinforcements, Lieutenant Colonel
Weise ordered Company F to withdraw to Dong Huan and establish
a night defensive perimeter with Company H.

The third company provided to 2/4, B/1/3 (1st Lieutenant
George C. Norris), moved from the south bank of the Cua Viet
in amtracs to secure a toehold on the opposite bank. The river
crossing accomplished, the company attacked toward Dai Do but
was stopped short in a hamlet on the southeast side of Dai Do.
Again, the Marines met a wall of fire from we114camouf1aged 72//
fighting bunkers. Casualties mounted including the company
commander who was ki]]ed/in the fierce fighting. In this in-
stange the battalion commander ordered B/1/3 to hold fast for
the night and prepare to attack again in the morning. SUpporting

RET e
— SECRET v
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arms. including artillery and.naval gunfire pounded the enemy
positions in the environs of Dai Do throughout the night.

On t%7 western approaches to Dong Ha along the Cam Lo
’ .

River.angother batﬁ;%/éeveloped. Here,/3/9 (Lieuggﬁant Colonel
gn

Edward 2. La Monta’gne) crushed a NV battalionjgﬁzgﬁambush
Vi

£

Fd
orgafized to ppévent any Marine péinforcement/of Dong Hi}//The
avily supported by tanks, artillery, and af?, de-

the remaindef{/and 2

7

Communist so]di;ys, disperse

then vigiously pursued thegm with suppérting arms. Thist;pféat
an

defense of Dong Mla was morefeasily accomplished

resolution of the Dai‘Do situation. //
¢
Back at~the outskirts qﬂ;ldf Do, preggpations for_the :

”////f/’;/////f"

ay's a};gaf/;::e the primary dﬁﬁggrn—-mope troopswere ()
. *

gently nééded. Company G of 2/4 (Captain Manuel S. Vargas)
reported to the battalion base camp at Mai Xa Chanh approxi-
mately three miles northeast of Dai Do. This company then pro-
ceeded to the battle area in M-B landing craft.

Supported by a platoon of two tanks, Company G and the
forward battalion CP group attacked to the northwest toward
Dai Do shortly before 1300 of the 1st. The other companfes, F,
H, and B/1/3, were prepared to support\f Cé%ﬁ%ﬁ?lsbéttack/or'ﬁu
reinforce as required. Following concentrated artillery and

air preparation,. G ground its way through the village. 1In

‘

(*) Captain Vargas was awarded the Medal of Honor for his -

participation in the Battle of Dai Do.

S SECHET sl
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late afternoon, .the enemy. mounted a powerful counterattack and
pushed the Marines into the northeastern corner of the village.
The situation became critical and B/1/3 moved in to reinforce
G but became bogged down in the face of the heavy enemy fire.
‘Even though there were several:enemy attacks during the night, -
the companies held to their perimeters. Whenever the enemy
massed to attack, he was saturated with supporting arms and
small arms fire. .

Company E (Captain James E. Lijvingston) had arrived
'in the battle area about 1800 on the 1st and at dawn on the 2d,
both E and G Companies attacked northward and once more ejected
the enemy from Dai Do. The fighting was extremely vicious and
casualties were heavy. The decision was made to have Company
H pass through E to maintain the momentum of attack and also
capture the village of Dinh to the northwest of Dai Do, The
Communists recouped with a counterattack at 1300 and forced E
and H back to the southwestern extremity of Bai Do.

After casualty evacuation, resupply, and reorganization,
G and F attacked again intb increasfng]y‘heavy fire. In late
afternoon of the 2d, the battalion CP group was hit hard: Lieu-
tenant Colonel Weise was severely wounded along with two radio
operators and Sergeant Major John Malnar was killed. The NVA

were on the verge of overrunning both companies when the order

(*) Captain Livingston was also awarded the Medal of Honor for

his part in the battle at Dai Do.

[TTT—
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to withdraw was passed.(*z ‘Amidst.concentrated enemy fires,
the two companies moved back -to tpe E and H perimeter on the
southern side of the village established eariier by the bat-
talion S-3, Major George F. Warren.

Major Charles Y. Knapp,-2/4‘s‘executive officer, took
command and rushed to bai Do from Mai Xa Chanh. - He brought
with him 60 men, headquarters personnel and wounded who weré
still able to fight; to reinforce the dep]eted companies in
Dai Do. The night was spent keeping the enemy out of the per-
imeter using all means available. A flareship arrived on
station which proved invaluable in illuminating the battle
field and preventing the enemy from massing an attack. Sup-
porting arms came into full play during the hours of darkness.

The next day,'the 3d, the former SLF battalion, 1/3 (Lieu-
tenant Colonel Charles W. Jarman), relieved 2/4 and advanced
through Dai Do meeting only light resistance. Apparently the
enemy withdrew the bulk of his force during the night in face
of the heavy supporting arms fire. Littered throughout the

village were considerable amounts of equipment and weapons as

(*) Liedtenant Colonel Weise later remarked that the pulilback
was necessary at this point since the ARVN battalion attacking
on the northwestern f]ankrof 2/4 withdrew. This situation al-~
lTowed the enemy to move in from the left and rear to out flank
the forward elements of G/2/4. Weise Comments on Draft MS,

;\

—

Oc 9.
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well as the many dead from the see-sawing battles that had
taken'plaée there since the 30th. In clearing ouf Dai Do and
surroundingrobjectivé areas, 1/3 accounted for 330 more NVA
ki]]ed;‘ On the S5th in the last major engagement of .the Dai Do
area, 1/3 kilTed another 151 NVA in a confrontation involving
a 1,600 meter front. 1 :f ki t-90-were—
wotumrded~and evacuated. [

Aside from the -heavy aCtion in and around Dai Do, there

was considerabde activity j just” a few kilometers™ away to the-

/”
The U.S. Army//%é1st Infant<ffgnd 1ii/§wffzzpa1ry

tack]

northwest.

troops,/fresh from elements

ngi]]ed,
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e Sanh, F the 320th
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Thefed,Battalion, 4th Marines had borne the brunt of the
NVA division's attack and had suffered accordingly; 80 KIA and
256 WIA and evacuated, leaving the rifle companies consider-
‘ably be]bw ha]f-strengthtr.This battalion, divorced from its
normal amphibious role with the Seventh Fleet, served as a
conventional maneuver battalion and, in so doing; became inVoﬁved
in what provgd to be one of the fiercest engaﬁéments of the

‘Marines' long commitment in ICTZ.
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Chapter VIII

IN RETROSPECT

(1) Unless otherwise noted, the material in this chapter is

derived‘fomf"beEd‘{hferQ%éﬁ'With’COT Alfred I. 'Thowas fobmer

-
c0, BLT 1/3 and CO, SLF<ALFA (TF 79.4), HistDiv Tape No. 3064
(S); Taped interview with Col John F. McMahon, former CO, SLF

Alfa (TG Zg._}, HistDiv Tape No. 4479 (S).
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| Altogether, the SLFs participated-in 67 combat operations
}n South Vietnam, - Of thesgﬁZ7 were pure]y amphibious in nature;
the rest 1nvo1ved ass1gnment to 111 MAF for operational con-

trol. A number of the amphibious target areas were clearly

o

V) e
second priority. - The ki1l ratios aré reflect d in this fact.

y
I~
1) NN

Some>opérg£iéﬂ§ Qé?é'préaiééggéhdpaHTWéaffiﬁfélTiaeﬁéé}ahd
‘the results were correspondingly low., Other operations, where
the SLF units were chopped ashore, involved heavy combat, in-
cluding among others STARLITE, HASTINGS, UNION, theKH{{],Pfggfs,
BUFFALO, and Dai Do. In these confrontations, the SLFs' re-
sults mirrored the severity of the crisis to which they were
‘committed as a reserve force or as a reqgular line battalion
phopped ashore. Tota]]y, the four-year record.of the SLFs ac-
counts for 679 enemy killed and 365 captured. Their Tosses

were 130 killed and 409 wounded.

Looking at the long tortuous history of the conf]ict in
Vietnam, it is quite apparent that it was basically a land war.
Fo be sure, naval and amphibious applications were to be found
@nd employed; but these applications did not cﬁange the basic
Eharacter of the war. Against this backdrop, how valid was
the amphibious role and mission of the Marines, established by;
ihe National Security Act of 1947 and dutifully perpetuated
ever since? Was the Marine Corps in. tune with the times?

Any objective analysis of this question brings to light
one very significant fact: the Marines were ready, on board

U;§, Navy sh1ps 1n the South China Sea,. when"Pres1dent Johnson‘

FATRE SHUL LT ,
FaGs
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ordergd them to land in Seouth Vietnam in March 1965. The
Marines' role and mission were well satisfied at a time when
other service forces were not ready or available for varying
reasons.

It can be reasonably argued: that the<need=for an amphibi-

ous landing per se was not réa]]y necessary at Da Nang. ‘The

5
4y

airbase there waiﬂsécure and an airlift could have essentially
performed the same task. The factor of a totally hostile en-
vironment was'lacking in this situation. On the other hand,
had South Vietnam been completely hostile, the Navy-Marine team
was prepared tp handle the prob]em with a full-blown assault.
Preparedness for all eventualities was apparent in the early
stages of the Vietnam experience. The Marines basic mission
was quite valid and fully answered the needs of the U. S.
government at the time.

The changing nature of the conflict, from a purely guerrilla
war to a large-scale land conflict, relegated the amphibious
role of the Marines to the background. Still, contingency plans
for the western Pacific called for an amphibious striking force.
This responsibility did not diminish throughout the entire war.
The Indonesian alert of 1965 serves as a case in point., Despite
actual combat commitment in South Vietham, the SLF had to set
sail for Indonesian waters for possible evacuation of American
nationals.

Maintaining this mobile ready force capability with the

increasing pressures of the fighting in Vietnam was no easy

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

P

SEGRET
task and at times fell short of- the mark: Lieutenant General
Victor H. Krulak,.Commanding General of Fleet Marine Force,
Pacific, particularly strove to maintain a ready force afloat
despite pressure from ComUSMACV to land the SLF and keep it 1in
country. Because of General Krulak's intensive efforts, the
SLF was kept a]fve as a reserve for fn;toﬁntry crisesvand as a
‘contingency forcé for other commitments fn the western Pacific
--in fact, it was doubled in size. Obviously, during the first
half of 1968 with Tet and its aftermath, the SLFs' units re-
mained ashore because of the extremely critical need for forces
in-country. As soon as the Communist offensives were exhausted,
the SLFs returned to their ships and continued to conduct oper-
ations along the coast of ICTZ and to act as the Seventh Fleet
Reserve for western Pacific contingencies.

Readiness was and always will be a continuing goal for the
Marines and the amphibious force afloat, as developed over the
years, was and still is one of the‘most realistic ways to
achieve this end. Despite all the conflicting demands of the
war- in Vietnam, this responsibility somehow had to be fulfilled.
It was done, albeit in an interrupted and tenuous fashion.

Aside from the issue of readiness, there was the bonus
effect. of the rehabilitation program for III MAF units assigned
to the SLFs, A1£hbugh its scope was not extensive encugh to
affect all III MAF units, there were a good many infantry bat-
talions and helicopter squadrons that upgraded their combat

capabilities from.this training and refurbishment effort from
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June 1965 to‘Septehber 1969. Considering the -difficulties in
effecting a similar program in-country for combat-attrited
units, this-was an obvious benefit for III MAF.

Ll Oy Do T, e s e Do i oS
Another useful feature of the SLF concept,was its mobility.
The capability of supporting the entire theater of war on short
notice provided f]exibf]ity to reaction responses as well as to
p]anhed offensive operations. The existence of the SLFs pre-
sented another dimension to the problems the enemy faced in'
prosecuting his war. Certainly, it was expensive and ineffi=-
cient in terms of the mechanics of troop employment. But |
"measured against the overall military responsibilities in the
western Pacific, the rehabilitation feature, and the mobile
threat to Communist forces in Vietnam, the SLF proved its value.
As the war wound down after 1969, these concerhs became a

matter of history. No doubt in time, similar issues will come
to pass again. The salient lesson to be gained from it all is
that there is no substitute for readiness, a principle to which
the Marine Corps will remain dedicated. The exerciée of dif-
fefent strategies, tactics, and techniques throughout the war
have not -refuted the principle of readinesé.nor the need for an
amphibious capability as expressed in the initial Tanding of
1965 and the III MAF and SLF operations thereafter. The Marine
Corps role and mission was and still is valid., It will remain.
valid as long as the Marines continue to enhance their amphibi-

ous technology and stress afloat readiness. To date, this em-

phasis has proved to be the best and most reliable means of
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providing ingreménta1 fimeiad?antage, when short-notice reaction
has been required to suppfrt U.S. diplomacy in friendly and

hostile environments.
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