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b In responae to the deve10p1nc crisis in the Revpublic
of Vietduﬂ, 3d Marine Division organizations were readied for
imnmediate de ployM~nt On 2% and 30 March 1st Battalion (-},
4th Marinecs was deploved from COkxinawa to Subic BRay aboard the
USES BLUIN RIDGE and USS8 DUBUQUE and aszumaed the unigue missicon
of shipboard security abocard refugee shipping. The battazlion
was thus employved aboard U3 and MSC shipping until relieved
by a special Amphibious Evacuation Securicty Force on 17 ~pril
This force was comprised of an austere staff and 13 security
daetachments of 72 Marines and a hogpital corpsman toe cach
detachment. It was formed evtirely from 3d Marine Division
assets with dbtachmentSENnynhﬂniby the 12th Marine Regimentc,
3d Engineer Battalion, 7th Communicacions Battalion, Hezd-—
guarters Pattalion, 3d Tank Battalion, the 4th Marine and 9th
Marine Regiments. These detachments continued in itheir shipboard
security and refugee assistance role off-the cocast of Vietnan,
in Subic Bay and to Guam until the last detachment was returned
to Okinawa on 27 May . As a continuation of the security ef fort
predicated by massive refuocce evacuation, a Marine Securxity
Guard Detachment consisting of 90 Marines was provided from

3d Marine Division assets as a security force for refugec shipping
anchored in Subic Bay and as an assistance force for refugee

stragglers, This detachment deployed to Qublc Bay jon 14 May.
It was disestablished on 23 June. —a—<—7 l%m44&?
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h. Following the rapid succession of emergency situations
which occurred in April and the first half of Mav. the 3Id Marine

Division returrned £to a normal

readiness posture with BLT 1/4

deployed as the ARG Alpha ground element, BLT 3/9 remaining as
BILT Bravo and BLT 1/9 assuming the Airlift Contingency BLT

responsibility on 7 May.
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SURRENDERED NEW DEFENSE
PROVINCES PERIMETER
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Fdirer's note? NMop Sim
Voan of Yovorey, Cobf,
v et Unicca Stotes
Doane ovt of Souk Viet
arorta L AmTnican evao-
cowin ot b qust endlad,
n e friloang Jispoich,
Kecpodolcadis tnc dast oy
¢! e Anerican Erabossy 1

" P an
Laigen

By MAL JIN KEAN

Ao To vt Ere s Lt et

Ao-rd the Bage Bien —
nad tbe cvhegs 7 abnchn
of bhomng the laxt Uulien
States vVonne o desve Vit
nom

But tre thing I am most
proud of is that we evaruat
ed 2503 or more pUisons
frem the American Embas-
sy compound without firing
ashot sl enziody.

The only shots were fired
by me and that was as we

c-n - R rew s
N S etk N T ARE Y L P e
B O i ; .
T A ; 4 < , ;8
T A ey @ L St . - g

were o omg e 1oof of the
amhnssy  on Wedpeeday
morn.ng [ oemphed my A5
(autor . a2y snig theanecta
wsn ¢f ootorge e orndn
antenna onthe roof o thal it
coulg -rot be used by any-
tordy,

We koow the end was near
on Mordoy evewng waon
planes bamoud Tan Sen
Nhut Awport and {iring
hroke our covptnniy, 1 had 42
Mannas on dety o the o
bassy compound The obivars
were o the DD (beiense
Attacke Uffice) compound at
the airpert, which was 1o be
the mam staging area for
the final evacuation, accerd-
ing to our original plan.
SECURE COXTPOUND

We did everything we
could that night to secure the
cmbassy compuund. Even
then, long before the final
evacuation was ordered, we

N rrr

2.0N0 people

RGOt
potng “randav mopt, we hat
a luil vty abnel & o TS
aay mormng Tonotoan Wt
and the DA eame omder
altack. ¥ voo @ roport Lhat
two of 1y “larmies were
kilted at DAO.

The situation vas zetbg
WOTrse 2ilen any orooo and by
aroung 1 o 1. v wniew that
she ciilical Lo nuagoar-
rmed The ambzsadc.r nad
comnmitled Us Lo e cvacua-
tien of areund 2,30 prsons

-from the embtssy com-

pound.

We cut down a huge tree in
the compound and shrub-
hery 1o make a landin; zone
for the CH-33 cnoppers,

(Contlnued cn A-2, Col. 5)
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T genty,
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whic normally carry aboul

30 puss-noers

MISSION ‘i@’:‘\dil
5”\

Tne cmbasay

S

i eonid
tandie chonners up o U
s of CIl-1%3 (wmf'h Carty
phoul 0 prestioers) iy
TISSI0N was 1o Loty e ronme-
mnd A the ovaera
fionn, Lo protc. the nmbased
for and io Loop peanie in the
embassy 1f we ‘had to give up
the c-:*n‘p'm"

Al fest, efter tie eveeun-
tion erdor came (aroen 33
Am) wa ovele adm \mg
meorie theoaeh the enhnssy
g\in who had Amcrceen
possnorts, who wvere
counivy nationals or Vit

H
oL

»
{
i

—~

RAMOCT Wil evasinis
tharraiion Coumments it
1} {. P'.""!"q Pr lﬂf‘p Iv\\'; 1
orent gy m. b g
elinda dat we had o 1
e pater awd - oocd <-\‘.
eedere to m"c gads o
eansond ierd eoumny rvma-
nais
Arend Bopm., Togaw the
irst ouppirs “u: IO t.xe
DAG vommouad and 1 rea
fzod U e ovaenat oa iy :ff
pohly wofu 1 hen caliod
DAC L 2252 sur dn 21 sion
of > A he Chioppers W
. fm eI3D35,) Evacua-
‘IOIA.

YRR

ca. \‘ue were
dravg.g eohaderedle dire
o wisaee the embassy
and o d v mewry
la' ! :~"d TeTe 0t S
TOCERLUTE

Gy Lrhaes, Blarme
birds (2251 copleis) came i
and, by dark, my force had
grown to 155 men.

We worked the landing
2on0s in the compound and
e oo fram provad 7
wiell 10 pon, with cheppers
COmnT ey L akow b nnule
intervale. Tnen the pace
picked up.

The nesd word we £ot was
that the Tth Fleet was under
EISIDE| m\ oo redse the oper-
aton at I P w, I sent word !
2 '.,c a0 ot B make
NLoT GalL08.
utizeten for!
caare seities 1 am nol sure, |
Bat §tonk we went il the
- Loy o b Poosinent,

word ¢ome back thal the
sorties would continue. By
hien, we had <ent out around
1,029 at tre erowd av aiting
everyation was as large as

ounr,

O‘ DRTRE WALLS

28V st Rept comng o
'.c.“ th valis, We were
bouna Amierieans owtside

SoonTsahe walls Ay Ma-
I o ver 2 'z:'.du";g cn each

oS craiders e reach
o erthe -~ ot and pull up eny

el of anvbedy who

oted Lhe on Amerean

the arrivel of hmvy
4 :

Sheirtrs Twesisld the ame-
. o v yergn £
PASTANCT 2EU eI

- - K} 4

IRdG.

< Jarme dng, Gen. hucnard
0 Carey, cushiandns uone
L'[‘lex,iﬂlllse ATNDCLDI0US

;u[) on the read, He

j thc ity lifts from then
would be 1o pull out the
diarmes and any U.S. per-
soanel tamaining.

I got all the Mlarnes onto
tre roof. We locked and se-
cored the enfranees 10 the
1o f

When he next chopper
came (o take cul 20 more
stares, traes from the fleet
wenl first, The embassy se-
curity guard Marines had
asked that they be the last {o
leave. That was somctime
between £ znd 7 pam.

The last chopper came at
7.88 pan I checked my
watch, emphcd my 43 oo
the antetina mechawsm and
boarded the chopper last.
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The Last Marine Out
Describes Evacuation

ARINE MSgt Juan J. Valdez was the last man to step shoard a
helicopter on the roof of the Amerivan embasss 11 Saigon on
April 30 — and when that chopper lifted off. decades of U.S. involve-
ment in South Vietnam came to an end
For the previous eight months, Valdez had led the 7-man Marine

security detachment at the embassy
Vietnam for the 3Tyear-old Marine For 1S months b
Lugust 1965, he was an Amtrac platoon sergouarn.

It wax the seeond tour in
mng in
ang He'

near 0a )l

now waiting for orders. possibly to inspecior insipnetar duty

Tampa, Fla

MSgt Valdez was mterviewed by Navy Times As<seiate Editor Vel

Jones

@: When did you begin prepar-
ing for the evacuation?

4 Durmng the last two weeks 1t
was obivious the exodus was
under way My men burned and
shredded tons of documents day
and light and others on the
embassy staff packed some of
the embassy's equipment,

Q: Were Americans trying to
get out of the country by then?

A Yes More Americans than
we anticipated showed up Vany
had in-laws with them [t seemed
impossible to ligure how many
there'd be n the long run,

But there were meore Viet-
-pamese applying for visas-thes
Americans There were four
gates and crowds gathered out-
side them daily. There was a
mood of fear of being left be-
hind. especially in the last week.

The Viethamese police tried to
controf the crowds but, finally, i
had to pur my guards on the
gates.

Q: How was the paperwork
handled?

A At first, there was 1nsist-
ence that evervone comply with
Vietnamese law and that caused
problems with Americans who
had married Vietnamese

But. as the crush got worse.
therce was no time {or official
admimstrative procedures. A
theater at DAO ithe Defense At
tache Office compound. about
six miles from the embassy and
across ‘e sirect {rom Tan Sosn
Nhut airhase; was turned into a
processing center and a simple
affidavit that previously had
taken weeks to obta:n was fixed
on the spot.

The DAC gym. incidentally.
was the staging area for the fipd
evacuation fhghis oul of Tan Son
Nhut

Q: What was happening at the
embassy?

A: During the last week. Viet-
ramese cniployees disappeared
to ge: their families together to
get out. We had only a few
Americzns to handle all the
pagperw oik

I assigrocd my Marines @ 16
man reaction teams aad spotted
them throughout the embassy
and CRA compound. That was
the Combined Recreation As-
sociation, attached to the embas-
v, and ¥ had s restaurant,
-swimming pool ~ stuff like that.

As Tsaid, ms men finaily con-
trolled all Inuv gates and we had
to secure them when 1t looked
like the erswd would get out of
hand The people didn't seem
dangerous, though just desper-
ale to gel themselses ar therr
children out

We had orders fo let 1 those
who had American passports.
forergn alired nassports. third
country passports. Vietnamese
with embassy adimission cards
and those wubh ovacuation eu-
thorization documents We had
jrouble figuring out shich were
iegal

Finalty, the cotrances heecame
50 songtated that we nad to Tod
the yates and Amerieans 3o
showed up were puiled over the
walls

Q: Were all your men at the
embassy?

A On April 19, the deputy
chief of mission committed 18 of
them to the DAO compound to
provide security there and help
at the landing zones. On April
22, two more were sent to DAO
McMahon +Cpl Charles
McMahon) was one of them. He'd
arrived from the States that day
He was at DAO one week when
he was killed. Judge (LCpl. Dar-
win Judge) had been with us
about a month and also was as-
signed to DAC

Q: Can you give us a sequence
for that last week in Saigen?

A. Let's see On April 23d.
rockets hit Bien Hoa, about 13
m:les away. and continued for
four days We watched the glow
in the sky from the embassy roof

Therc were bunkers up there
and towers at cach corner. with
firing slots in between. 1t iooked
like the parapet of a castie

On Apnil 25, a 40-man Marine
force from the Tth Fleet was
flown in to help my men at DAO.

I guess by the 28th we knew
that Saigon was lotally cut off.
We heard that enough artilieny
had been brought to the out-
skifts 1y fevet the oty iF the
communtets wanted o There
wax & lot of looting as Ameri-
cans left various facilities

Al about 3.45 on the morning
of the 29th. there was a Lig rock-
et assault on Tan Son Nhut that
halied the evacuation there

The irst rocket kit on the
main road at DAQ). about five to

[ ds wm

meniews,

of the Sea Services

Te

This 15 another in our
continuing series of

appearing
pertodicalls, with vari
nu\ jeople in and out

ten feer from  Judge and
McMahon Thev were killed
instantly

My seninot NCO there was

aunny Marun (Gysgl Vasco D
Martiny He was supposed to
fave taken over the detachment
i Da Nangz but he got in-country
sust after Da Nang =2l 50 1

i guard-cliteb s
ne telephoned the

Jon. Amyy
news o me

Q. Were there any
casualties”

A Helmes {LCpl Otis L
Holmes; caught some shrapne!
m the thigh. but he wasn't badly
woundcd. But we couldn't get
him treated st we'd been lift-
ed ont to the ships later.

Q: What happened after the
rocket attack?

A: At 10 a.m. on the 29th, word
was passed to start the helicop-
ter evacuation — what we called
Option Four. We already plan-
ned that the CH-46s would use
the embassy roof and the heavi-
er CH-53s would use the parking
fot as an L.Z.

Our Seabees ievidently, from
State Department records. Chief
Lulitiesman James E. Martin Jr.
and Builder First Thomas Hoge)
and some firemen began cutting
down a large tree 1n the middle
of the parking lot

We'd wanted o cut 1t down
earlier but that was refused be-
cause it would be a sign that the
final evacuation was about to
begin. In the end, an ax and 2
chamn saw cut it down. but it had
been whittled away at for over a
week. It became 4 sort of symbo}
to the embassy staff. so some
would take little chunks out of 1t
whenever they passed it with
~omething sharp in their hands.,

After the tree came down, &
firetruck sprayed 5000 gallons of
water on the parking lot 1o keep
down dust and debris while the
bieds landed. When they did at

other

night, we limed up cars to pro- |

s1de illumination
By that noon, hundreds of
Vietnamese were pressing

DECLASSIFIED

against the gates Some of my
men were <1l on the gates and
ather< were getting the hun-
dreds nade the compound
sroken dowa into 30-person hely-
eopter sticks

We <aw he first choppers
about 2 pm on the 20th We pop
ned smoke renades but they
-gepl on gowg. They wese evacu-
ating DAO

A few hours later. 1he first
ones landed ln our parking ot
They éarried ji FMF Marines
and Jeft with evacuees The FUF
Marines then Yook over the pre
oimeler seeursy

Dunng this time. Ambassador
Martin strelled through the com-
pound a number of times, irying
to bolster everybody's confi-
dence and maintain calm And
the Seabees were burning all
the American cash on hand.

Q: How much money?
A 1 don’t know 1 was a big
{ire Milhons

Q: The evacuation continued
through the night?

A: We kept evacuating until
about 5 1n the morning. Then we
noticed that the flow of choppers
was getting thinner Maj. Kean
tJames Kean. CQ of the head-
quarters for all Southeast Asia
embassy detachmnents, who {lew
in from Hong Kong to advise the
Saigon detachment in the final
week) yelled up to the rool. ask-
my if the ambassador had left
He was told yes. so he went to
the roof and talked to a helicop-
ter pilol.

Word was passed to load noth-
mg buf Amerieans from that
point ot

I started withdrawing my men
from the compoeund and. with
the FMF-ers {rum the perimeter
we formed three hines of defense
in the lobhy of the emhasyy We
hopscotehed through the hines
tewards the roof.

The Vietnamese left outside
became panicky and rushed into
the fobby and those outside Lhe
gates began climbing over.

We had to push our way back

we were able to
big teaknond

antil
button

finally

np the
doors jeading off the lobby We
“tarted up the iadderwells to the

roof irom there We hlocked

seery ¢oxit behind as but some

Vietnamese manaeged ' iiad a

was up

4 They were with sou yn the
B2R5 04 vik

roof?

A Ng We were on the hel-
pad whivh was higher They did-
a1 gel to the helipad because we
sed wall-jockers and vrenthing
ase Teojam against the door
sading to it

Q: What happened thep?

A FEverything came to a-stind-
still There were about 150 Ma-
rines up there and no birds in
s1ght

Q: What went through your
mind then? Were you afraid of
being left behind?

A No. that never occurred W
me My fear was that the enemy
would redireet his fire 1o the
roof We could see rockets land-
ing again at Tan Son Nhut and
there were firefights on the
roads

Q: How long were you isolated
there?

A About an hour. Then the
waves started again and about
nine choppers took us off. No-
body was stranded

Q: Did any of your men have
families with them?

A No, we weren't allowed to
have [amilies there

Q: Were you able to get out
your personal gear?

A About three weeks before
the evacualion. we packed our
possinstons and they were pick-
od up liom Marige House 1 had
about §3500 worth I haven't seen
i Sinee

Q: When you got aboard the
helicopter, you had nothing but
the ¢iothes on your back?

A. That's right — and F'd worn
the same {ield uniform for about

iSee VALDEZ, Page 27)
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EWPORT, BRI Two
hundled twenty-three  Naval
Academy Prep Schoeal studeuis
were gradaated May 21 at the
first ceremony for the school
since il moved 1o the Naval
Education and Training Center
from Bainbridge, Md . last
SUMMEr.

Rear Adm. Max K. Morris. {for
mer Commandant of Midship-
men at the Naval Academy. and
noY spu‘m! representaiive of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff for law
of the <ea matters was guoest
speaker

Special scholastic and athletic
awards were preseated at the

VALDEZ: Saigon
Evacuation Detailed

(Continued From Page 1)

a week. Wo'll be reimbursed, 1
understand

1: Nid you and your men get
any sleep in that time?
A: We catnapped

Q: How did your troops hold
up?

sponded immediately whenever
I gave an order

Q: There were news accounts
here of Marines bashing fingers
of Vietnamese irying to get over
the walls and of Vietnamese
hanging from bharbed wire. Were
they true?”

A My men didn't bash any
hands. I don't know about the

pass n-review parade.

Ovidio J. Hidalgo won the mih-
tary excellence award. Richard
¢ West, the outstanding scholar
award. Craig L. Majkowskr, the
Naval  Reserve Association
award Daniel F. Lyons. the
Naval Academy Class of 1936
award. and Sandy A. Jones. the
outstanding athlete award.

West also received a plaque
for the highest average in math
while Dennis L. Vargoe wan
plagues for highest average in
English and science.

Small plaques also were
awarded 1o several students who
excelled in extra-curricular ac
tivities The students are: Qvidio
J Hidalgoe, the Semper Fidelis
Society award and the baseball
club award: David R Olson. the
Ship 961 (Sea Explorers) award.
Vahan Chertavian, the photogra
phy ¢lub award: Guy W. Turn
quist. the eruise award: Mark L
Archmabault, the Iron Mike club
(physical fitness) award. and Ed
ward G Popp. the battalion
activities committee award.

At Brian €

Aut Davd

A yang rglas €
B dw gl S
Barcy James !
Brasley feuh o
Bente,
Bolgs-r lohn ¥
Bouca Vincent 1+
Bhadley Mirchae ¥
Brewar Allen K
Bronalg Barry |
fuown Geratd L
Sryant Rodney F
2urge Rotert C
Butier Michaat £
Ryzrewsk: John M
Cakhwel Thostepr
Car Nevin & .k
Carr Witham K 4t
Cas*etn Ernasta
Cathey John £
Cerozo Gary ©
Chertavian Vohan
Chov i Fckey £
Chuerir Keoneth E
Cottae | avr

) Pt
Contelln oo .
Cotkaen Josepm ¥
Cronstand Berald
Currend John A
Curig Sharman t
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: To Flight School

WASHINGTON Sisteen
Coast Guard ensigns and heu
tenants (jg) have been selected
to attend fhght sehool before the
end of fiscal 1976 by a hoard that
comveacd April 16.

Each will be notified by letter
of his sclection for 15 months of
training, which starts at NAS
Pensacola and is completed at
NAS Corpus Christi, Tex

ComdtNote 1520 of April 11,
4975, coentains details of how 1o
apply for consideration by fu-
ture boards

Seleeted by the April 16 board
:\%:ESnlScl:m W Ens Huwat Achard A Ens
Heatty Michael L Litig) King Thomas  Ens.
Blaytock Arthar § Ens Murmy Johnt T Ens
Coanolly Darnel J Frs  Renoud Robent W €ns
Crawtord James B Ens Stoutsenberger Darryt M Ens
Crostck Antur £ Lt;gr Taylor Richard J Ens

harmdie Michaet L. £ns Vansice Jarmes C Ens
tterter Bradiorg © Ens Zoschak Vrtor J Ens

$41 Million Paid
To Yietnam Vets

LANSING, Mich. — More than
82, 000 eligible Michigan veter-
ans®haive shared a total of $41
million sinee Vietnam Veteran
Era Bonus payments began
February 26,

Capt. Michacl J. Rice, director
of the Bonus Sectian here, re-
ported that 323,000 applications
have been received to date, He
atdded that they are arriving at a
rate of about 400 a day. down
significantly from the carlier
deluge in February.

The section started paying in
the 90,000 number sequence May
12, with an average of 9000
applications being paid per
week, So far, 52 percent of the
awarded claims are for $600 to
eligible “combat veterans™ with
the remaining “non-combat™
veterans being awarded a bonus
up to a maximum of $450. the
average being $380.

wire after scalimg the walls. We
had wire at only one of the {onr
gates There was no wire around
most of the perimeter

Q: There also were reports that
your men gassed the Vietnamese
Jeft in the embassy to keep them
from following.

A Not true. One gas grenade
was pepped on the roof before
the last chopper left but it was
thrown over the side. We would-
n't use gas because we didn't
wznt to upset the erowds any
more than theTWe‘ﬂf‘Besrdzfs,
not all of us had gasmasks ei-
ther.

Q: What happened to the re-
mains of McMahon and Judge?

A After they were killed,
Gunny Martin saw Viethamese
officials loading the bodies into
a vehicle He found that the re-
mains were laken to a 7th Day
Adventist hospital about a half-
mile from DAO.

The gunny repeatedly called
the hospital, trying to get the
bodies After the Americans left
the hospital, he was trying to get
the South Vietnamese to under-
stand They weren't very cooper-
ative. Finally, a female who
scemed to understand Englhish a
little better told him the two
American Marine bodies had
left.

Martin assumed that either
some other Americans or some
Vietnamese officials had retries-
cd the remains It wasn’t until
we got to the Okinawa (assaulit
ship) that we realized the bodies
were nol with us. Messages went
out to every ship and all the
replies were negative.

Q: Then there's a possibility the
remains weren't in the hespital
when the communists took over?

AT don’t know.

Q: Do you now personally feel
the bodies were in the hospital
when you left Saigon?

A: No. I don't think they were
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

MSG TELLS OF SAIGON'S LAST DAYS
Release No. BAM-179-75
Tel: O0OX-4-4309

WASHINGTON, D.C., June 13, 1975 (USMC) -- The last U.S. Marine
to leave Saigon as it toppled to virtually unchecked communist
forces spun a tale of human suffering, chaos, danger; and the
semblance of order his 45 Marine Security Guards managed to
maintain through it all at the U.S. Embassy hbefore successfully
‘directing the final evacuation of thousands of Americans and
Vietnamese.

MSgt. Juan J. Valdez, NCOIC of the Marine Security Guard
Detachment with the U.S. Imbassy in Saigon, said his Marines
performed magnificently through the trying last hours of the Saigon
government's death throes. He told his story during an interview
at Headquarters Marine Corps where he is awaiting reassignment.

The 37-year-old Marine said that during the last two weeks
of the Vietnam exodus his men burned and shredded tons of documents--
including personnel files of Vietnamese employed by the U.S. Embassy--
day and night while others on the embassy staff packed some of the

embassy's equipment.

- more -
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Other MSGs, including some from the U.S. Consulates in the
cities of DaNang and Nha Trang--which had already fallen to the
communist push along the coast--were on duty at the U.S. Defense
Attache Officers Compound located on Saigon's Tan Son Nhut airport.
The 16 MSGs were there to protect American officials.

The embassy was comparatively safe, but the DAO compound was
under sporadic rocket attack from communist forces and was even
bombed and strafed by '"unknown' aircraft which Valdez witnessed.
He said that in the evenings, a glow could be seen from his
embassy vantage point as rockets smashed into the airfield.

Valdez continued to maintain radio contact with his guard
chief, GySgt. Vasco D. Martin, (originally the DaNang consulate
detachment NCOIC) who was supervising the Marines in the
DAO compound and at the same time organized his men in the
embassy into four 10-man reaction teams. (On April 25, 40
riflemen from a 3d Marine l'ivision battalion landing team landed
to assist the MSGs in protecting the DAO area.)

Equipped with combat gear, the MSGs at the DAO compound
controlled pedestrian and vehicular traffic into the area, manning
a small, unprotected roadblock.

A massive rocket attack rocked Tan Son Nhut on the morning
of April 29. One of the first rounds from the initial salvo fell

near the DAO compound, killing two MSGs.

- more -
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"Cpl. (Charles) McMahon and LCpl. (Darwin) Judge were killed
immediately when a rocket landed only a few feet from their DAO
posts," Valdez related grimly. "Another MSG, LCpl. (Otis L.)
Holmes caught some shrapnel in the thigh, but he wasn't badly
wounded. However, we couldn't get him treated until we'd been
lifted out to the ships later."”

It was later in the afternoon of the day on which McMahon
and Judge died that the first evacuation choppers were sighted,
making their way in from U.S. 7th Fleet ships sailing the South
China Sea.

The MSGs were ready to conduct an orderly evacuation of
American civilians and Vietnamese citizens, as the first waves
of Marine CH-53 Sea Stallion and CH-46 Sea Knight helicopters
flew overhead, straight to the DAO compound.

"When it became obvious on the 28th that we were going to
evacuate, we organized the civilians into helo teams,' Valdez
pointed out. "They had very little luggage with them as they
well knew how limited space on the choppers would be."

Though the modern embassy had been constructed with a helipad
rising above the roof, the MSGs and other embassy personnel had
felled a lofty tree in an adjacent Combined Recreation Association
compound to clear landing space for giant CH-53 helicopters.

By this time, Valdez had ordered his Marines to provide

security on all four gates in the embassy compound.

- more -
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Briday oo 817 hilhewn doar thasir thne
Flmse pregisarg, But baath ogw hids meney for
MAJGT v 0 L JHTe svebgng waed  as e 3
Bomher rid the AWATS radar plans

-
whr it the House wil
a vetn-gverride vote tomorraw

- “
The strip mitne bill
bring upy far

waonhilo-wt annual coal oulpur abou! #0
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tratior, n rejeciing the il dast month

an v P o8 L Ferptbee o tine nifr

e Tisger 3 the North suveeber 0 e Nadaaapl W oy
pareens dedded foouse fherg Clbge a0 e hae e to
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aep el Pty we avd
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the oney. Vimerican embacsy was sent
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thie v ooglig s woe s Bl
i Toaweal nfe elhe o
ol SFUESTN TN SRS P Pt
avetr heaier bordardments
in otner parie of thie ecity. and
ever a haviadgde apamst tha
palace, hardly  foyr bhlacks

from the entbassy, would <cat
ter shells over a wide area,
since the gunners could not
have established arcurate
rances a2t that ume

Senvannad armthiel s s un
Ly fut at art rate the
ek omeor fube ploee
Nevwey s
rhir

by |

baryas

N e P
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raicdlg nad

PILE AN erre apderec

Fin .
Teey,

selucinties g o
s prates the hombing
aids may he comnected witn
~ecret exchanges that  tank
place an April 28 and ecarlier.

Ir the past notably in Cam-
bodia, the Commumst forces
refrained from publicizing
‘mercar bembing raids at-
'haugh it would have seemed
i their interest to do so.
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Faastrrne atigd Mridwestem  goOVernors
uiged bord te preserve Lthousands af males
of ratlroad track in tnewr siates throogh in-
creased  federal subeidiss, Tranrportalion
Secretary Wilhiam Coleman expressed re-
servaiioms about the ides.
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Hoston (APY—Four Unmired
States Adr Foree pilots peported
FECRIVING G reRs mgnals froem
the vicinty of Tanpg Isiandt
sparking hope that one or more
of the thres marimes stll mes.
mp from the Mayvaquer apera
1001 may bave survsved. the
Bagton (riod ¢ vand yesterday.

The srn -y reperiodiy were
ket up o wichs ago. a3
woek atim 100 assanlt on e s

At abngt iormales off the
eoasi o Cn s tevbin
Defons ang State Trepapt-

WM SQUY PR wWETe quoind as
saviag the Menals came 1T @
mitary sarvrvet redie sevglar
1o those Certimd by U5 helicop-
ter Crews,

Bul officisls said the weight
of eirenm dantial evidence sug-
gested b threo died during the
fighlang May 14 and 15,

“AL LS moment the pre-
sumphics s thal the three were
shig and Kidicd as they tried w
o1 10 L helicaptar (o be hifted
PG, B Lenlagan SOuTCER wWae
aqrtad 2 Sa3y

faptotnatie efForis have
Rreen puale 1n ey to learn the
s Al (he fhires
Larg rapge Mavye 5.3 patrol

e b
[ S A

Fitots hear Tang
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. fm g crp
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feany oR st perbmeter of (e
evacaabint  iandeg sonce ol
serg i Rd on Puwe tawe g
i zone

The three by hewn adent,
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quUOTE 4% SavViRY SN prefie
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W srcowver hodies from the
wesch 2t Targ lanst Bui the
sdoed Wik ke seprreled
Wainmplon

Tt dowsnt make sense 1o
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L0 TACYERT Laes | 2sid one of
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Wl Tlatwan,
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Chiran e ajr base in < esral
Tavwno, i fyrought 1ee
Apercan ity conbingent
0 abaut 4500 Acnher 12060
will T pircuaicd by Juin )
the ©finial said.

Th> shego ot s taking plauc
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Priorg during former Presder:
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mlenes (hat weant from Taiwan
2 Bases w South Vietnam and
ihagand,
There were no Amencan
sambbet aocraflt op Taawan at
of the Shangha com-

it e, Dl 0 Reavember
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10 s 1HTE, fhe et sgoad
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withdraw 1< @riire  onaliary
contingen’

The deciwon o cortinee the
pbase on! of Amcnican rilitary
freops wie abyroirsy meant 88
i fumthes s goal 1o the Peking
Gewernrent  that President
Fard ynrencs 2 krep Mr Nix-
A corenaiments

Nesvetary of State ¥issinger.
whis e doa’t cnerswteelu anth
ke Chengse, beiavns 15 1+ vital
i dealing with them for 2
sation 1o Keep 1< word,

OF

T

W - AN E RS AwWay

Tro wreatit- for-Israel exten
wigte Cafrer o adoption of an
amepdment by Senator Henry
b Jacksnn (12 . Wash ? that he
s o wauld gutharize credits “in
U wminants as May e aeces
LT fs Py AMEncan ameraf:
i vobated cquipment

¢ shuye onderscores the cor
nacstore of Amercan pobey
he <a1e ob the messure T pas
sed 68 10 22, with both Mary-
tand senators suppariing it

Senater James Ahourezk
12, 8.12), one of the {few Senate
reities of US, support for Is
140k, wpposed the  Jackson
#mendment on the grounds &
woutd harm Middle East nego
tintinnyg

Sengtor Hampheey, an the
o'her  hand, contended (hal
Bpervican diplomacy would be
harmed i (ke amendment were
kilied

Senator Joha C. Steamn (T3,
iz chalzwian of the Senate
Arraed Services Committee, lod
oppasition; o Mr  Jackson's
reasure becsuse e thouphi it
showd Be contained in frrmign
awd legisiatinn rather than i a
% defense agthorization hal
AL lepst haif the Senators whe
voled with Mr. Siennis appat-
ently based their opposition on
Fenate jurisdictional grounds as
r2e Mississippian did.

As approved. the amend-
ment extends from next De-
cember 31 to December 31,
wEy, terael’s  ehigthility  for

credits Tn ihe past it has comw
o the Senate floor already o
carporateed in the authoriva.
o bilt and efforts to elimirate
&t bave failed This time Sena
tor Jackson called artention to
1t by getling it put into the hit
an the Sepate floor

The Senate approved. 32 i
&. another .Jackson amenrir:-
which would apply cruanagt
penaities to Americans i inul-
tinational crrporatone i 1ngre
it o failure to meet onpiyact
conditions for supplying 54l o
the armed forcee Thas i vimed
at Imeteat ng ihe efferis of a
baye 1t ik vhat in 1977 1974

NMarytarads  wsmators oup
par tad e 01 goendmond

The anae-! awitorizatian bl
- runmng 1% monihs s Hine
berause the stari of the fiscal
¥ear o shutnng i Octufer 1 in.
stead of Luly 1 .n 974 - fixes
eerbags on osur.y for develep.
mend and gureoiase ot wrapond
atd an manpos.er

Actual tunds, along  with
thowe Tor operaling and wain-
Lning the forces, must be ap-
preprstad later wow much fnrg-
o k!

A the Paptagen's g
oy ervs ricegecis sailed theangh -
faut awd onie pnimor cais were
made w manpower

Sevaeor Weiliane Prgamice
§Lh, Wiz} made apotker ad
wans e his annead efforg Lo out
back on the number of enlisted
aidey oy servants, pivvided for
gonevals  and  ardnyrals, An
ameudinent was apuroved oot
ting tre aumber fyoam G060 dows
Loy LA
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hawever, given *he improved

American relatms with Pek-
g, whethar Congress would
anpport  miatary  revnivement
in case of atjack from  the
mmintand- soamerhmg  that s
siewsd as &ophlv unfikely by
Tty Amervan and Taiwan off-
rrals, whoe hebevs Pelung is
gimng at gradual assaamilator
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feking, he
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2 Marine

Dead Still
in Saigon

By Vernos A. Guidry Jr.
Wasringon Slor SioiT Wriser
State Dopartmiont efforts
Lo securs return of the re-
mpins of Lwo Marines kitled
by anillery firz in Saigon

iss) month have heen
unsueecessful a2nd are
apparenily stymied, ac-

carding to government
SHUrCes..

Efforts to win release of
the hadies hawe been made
ithrough third party con-
tacts. Those efforts, ac
cording o one sgurce, are
kind of st a deact end.”"

The Marines, Cpl,
Charies McMahon Jr. and
Lance Cpl. Darwin L.
Judge, were killed April 218
in an artillery and rockel
attack on Tan Son Nhut
Alrport. Both were mome
bers af the U5, Ermbarcy
Marine guard detachment,

ACCORDING w0 the ac-
counts given by defensre
officiais at the time, the ro.
mains were taken o »
nearby hosgital operated by
the Seventbh Day
Adventists. An embassy
official later called the
hospital and was told thas
the bndies had beer cluim-
ed. according to these ago-
tounts. That proved ermnc-
ous.

The mass evacuation of
Americans and others from
Saigtn was conducted April
25 20 in anlwipation of the
falt of Saigon to North Vi
naneyse frros,

A Scventh Day Adventi<l
spakasman said m Wash.
inpton ot the UGme that
Armorcans with the hocpital
wire evacuated from Sai-
gon and had no knowledge
#F the incident.

TIHE ISSUE is a sensitive
ane within the  3anne
A orps which has a tradeior
of hoinging eul 1t dead

Tat traditton was fusther
damaged earlier this month
in the Mayaguez operalion

In that operation, 10 Ma-
rine lives were los! when a
helicopter crashed into the
sea. One Marine was killed
and three are listed as
missing in action against
Cambodian forces on Tang
Island in the Guil of Thai-
!and No bodies were rocov-
erad.
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Wy train compnsing their af-)

(etween

~apantis Demirel
apt af the swmmd
meeiug nf 15 W4T heads of!
it that ended here!psused for a few moments o] tually agreed ground riles for
As the result of in-’ shake hands in front of pho-! xubipitting the diepuate in the
fonsive, hehind the <cenes per
NATE Tead
L%}
Secvetary of ~ite

sy eed 1o prmain heliing $in

e

from the Greeh LCypriot ma Clesides,

ses To protest whit 0 < Lireres

wes NATOW [allure e halt
A turkish agyvession’ Gieeeoe

ceased its pai ticipation 1n alt
ance  defensy planning  roun-

eils and withdrew some af s

mihitany tarees from the inie
praied WATO defense shue
ture.

Turkes also was angered by
Congrers’ acthiny I dedciering

the meeting —ihe Fost’ in embacrzo on Amecican arms
a.sales and g
Groelh and o Turkish premieriforees. Sore then, there has
wig tegarded as al hera growis e o essure in ‘Tur.
fiist
1we
ot s on ttve rond ta torpn.

ty the Turkish

key o1 the [emirel govern
.ment to remalinde by deuying
the Urmits d Biedes Pavther use
of 1ts hey bases 1 Turkev,
Fallowng their meeting to

emerged smihrig broadly apd

Tgaraphers, They answeresd no
o vet,ons froma the press, and
the ouiv hent of whnt they
1tked ahnut was contnwnod in
the brored Cranmmanme e

Bl Revuhing Cyprus, fhe com
o tg fore discussion on bow
erfuee the Caone atualoon

e wond that the fwo bad
cenl o Lring theis support

Y

feerans helneen the (wo ot pormminnal negonti.
cnhies T ovg barm close fg teonnn T Ths was a
Cach peyar ey sirer last en 4t the talks between
Sumne . whin Jhes danded Che e oo of the Turkish and
tieenps o &yt o dofend (e 1ot eommumtics,
the Turbish yprnt mumority Laot ! onktash and Glafkas

lhat are song o8

day, Eaiamanbs and Demirel!

Agree to Defuse Tensiont

e p . e
oo fary Gopes At
Jdhe s

Tihe 1athe Wl

N basrs tor peaceial ay
ations hetwern

cmenis of the Cymor

f1an, had been schednlet o

fgume in Vieana Thorsdas
Y was announged todar
iy are heing justpnned sde

s
arpaed

thar

tre

foanlely to give the urdish’

Cende more time for prerara
fiviii
T he communIyue alqu

Cteucned on some of the othey
Greek-Tw kish {eictionr  that
have cropped up in the wake
os the Cypras dispute. Tt said
ihai the disagreemsnt over ap
portianing cantent of the con-
timental shelf of the Aeagean
Soa belween the two epuntries
shauld be submiited to the Inr
iernatlonnl Court in The Ha-
e,

This was sstuslly agried
wpon at & meeting of Ahe
Gieck and Turkish {oreige
ministers in Rome twn weeks
ago. However, 1} was an QEree-
ment fn principte that Tefi un-
{ angwered the guestion of mu-

Tcomrt, and loday's coramuni.
tgue sadd the premiers had
japgroed  to arcelerate  the
frieetings of the expertis” work-
{1er on tha con’inental shelf
Prvoblem.

: The communique gald thece
{wounld be aceelerated expert
cansuHatien on the guestinng
1of RiY spave aver Jreece.
| Bince limitimg s NATO par
‘tiwipation, f{reece has e
'siricted use of itg BiT space by
cmelitary flights. NATO Secre-
! tary General Joseph Luns <aid

Pertagon has se:d that eye-
witness reports ingicate no
Armorican  fight-ng men
worre ok alive v the isfand
when Maoines were hited
from he beach wndor frre

Meanwhile, the State De-
pariment made a pubiic ap-
peal to the new South Viet-
nAMese  govergment fa
rolouse ning Ameritans

AMONG the group are
BIE USSIONAT captured
March 19 n1 Bar Me Thuot,
South Vietnam with a Ford
Foundotion schnlar and an
U.S. Agency Tor Imterna-
tional Development official,
department spokesman
Fobert Funseth said yes-
terday.

“There is wide concern
about these persons, who
continue te be held long
after the departure of offi-
cial Americans from Viet-
nam,”’ he said. '"We consid-
er their release and safe

WASHINGTON STAR (2J)

31 MAY 1975 Pg. 8

Plane Sale Proposed
A r oy ared Prgos

The Pentagoern ptans tao
=elt Australia eight P3C
naval! patrol planes for
FIRT B omithaen., i notilied
Cangsr ¢ws yesterday. The
oroposed <ol 2ls0 involves
AppTt egqupment, spare
npatts, ttigcht and techpical
AR LI

NEW YORK HEWS
2 JUNE 1975 P

Warn Ships
Of Red Tests

. Mﬂ\‘rn\\; Jdune 1 (TIPI)
The Savwt  Union, announced
today that 5 would hold

extensive missile tes's in the
Pacific this month  before
resuming strategic a@ms Yimie
tationz talhs on June 2% with
the Uin:ited States.

Tass said the tests would
begin  Tuesday in a 150-mile-
wide area in the north Pacifie

vesterday that a pisne n
wiich he was flying recentily
was forced in detpur armund
Greece amd travel over Bul-
garia instead,

One potentially serius prob-
lom pat mentioned iR the com-
munigue involves the Greek-
controlled Dodecanese Irlands
sust off the Turkish eoast.
{ireece peportedly has forti-
fied approximately 12 of these
islands, coniravening interna-
innal conventions, and Ameri-
can government sources have
wxprogsed fears that this cauld
legd to armied elanhce Hstwora
the 1w paiens,

Howevey, the thrast of o
day’s communiagie  WwWas  un
questionably pptomstic in .ts
languesge and contained ihe
statement that the two premi-
ers Cagreed that on both sides
efforts shouid be made toward
creation and maintenance of a
good climate in the relatrons
hetween Greece and Turkew
50 that existing problems can
be resalved and no that the
two countries can proceed 2
reestablishment of  coopers-
tion for their mutnal henefit”

DECLASSIFIED

P s el < turn a maitfer of urgertf about 2500 mules T« Ha-
The listing of missing isa 247 urg b 2, m Ha
technical Ene sinceg the Priority and concern.t wat.
e [ B
T o i
e T o it st




DECLASSIFIED

§
NEWS RELEASE

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

MSG DETACHMENT THANKED FOR WAR ZONE ROLE
Release No. BAM-120-75
Tel: O0X-4-4309

WASHINGTON, D. C., April 22, 1975 (USMC) -- The Marine Security
Guard Detachment formerly attached to the U.S. Consulate in Da Nang,
RVN, has been praised by a concerned father for assisting his
daughter in safely leaving that city before it fell to North
Vietnamese forces.

Retired British Royal Marine Col. A. T. Gardner-Brown, in a
recent letter of thanks to the Commandant of the Marine Corps,
commended the Da Nang Marine detachment for 'the great kindness,
consideration and care shown my daughter by Marines recently in
Vietnam."

The colonel's daughter, Frances, was in Vietnam working with a
"Save the Children" team at Quang Tri in northernmost I Corps. She
withdrew to Da Nang, via Hue, as communist forces pushed down the
coastal regions, She was evacuated from Da Nang aboard the USS
Pioneer Contender on one of its last voyages to Cam Rahn Bay.

"That she came out in one piece was largely due to the judgment,
presence and unselfish care shown to her and her team by the Da Nang
(U.S. Marine) detachment. Without them, they (the team) would not

have gotten out," Gardner-Brown wrote.

- more -
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2-2-2-2-2
Mentioned by name in the brief letter is Sgt. Venoy L. Rogers

24, of Oklahoma City, 'who appeared to adopt the team and who made

their personal security his responsibility."”

The colonel ended his letter by recognizing that what the
Marines did "are not glorious and heroic actions, but they require

the same discipline and dedication..."

- USMC -
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MEWLS RELEASE

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

VIETNAM EVACUATION LAUDED
Release No. DLS-152-75
Tel: 0X-4-4309

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 21, 1975 (USMC) -- While the
evacuation of Saigon and South Vietnam is history, Marines
and other servicemen associgted with the mammoth effort continue
to receive praise from federal and military levels.

Marines participated in Operation Frequent Wind (the
Saigon evacuation), and served as security detachments aboard
American merchant ships. The ship security forces were the
ptime target of Seventh Fleet Commander Vice Adm. George P.
Steele's laudatory comments.

"The use of Marines in this role," Steele noted, "while
not new in our nation's history, is one that we seldom associate
with the normal activities of the Corps.

"The presence of the detachment...assured that there would
be no riots or mutinies on the ships they were assigned. Besides
offering a stabilizing influence, the Marines performed

humanitarian acts too numerous to count,'" the admiral wrote.

+ more -
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The majority of Marines assigned to the evacuation,

however, participated in the Saigon rescue operations. William

E. Colby, Director, Central Intelligence Agency, highlighted

the actions of the servicemen assigned to that mission in a

letter to Gen. George S.

of Staff.

Brown, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs

"All our personnel were evacuated as well as substantial

numbers of Vietnamese who worked with this agency over the

past years and whose very lives would have been forfeit had

they been left behind,"

Colby also singled

of the Saigon operation.

"While we may have
said, "it will not pass

from your colleagues in

Colby proclaimed.

out the courage, precision and flexibility

become accustomed to this quality," he
without a deep vote of appreciation

this agency."

- USMC -
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The following disnatch
was written by UPI's Sai
fon bureauy maragor on
Alay 8. It wae delayed in
transmission and arnved in
Hong Kong yesterday,

By Alan Dawson

United Prese Interrationat
SAIGON ~— U.S. officials
abandoned 145 Sout!
Koreans, mf}um..., 10 diplo-

mats, tn Saigon duning
the LIS, evacuation oven
thounh the Korcans were in

the American Embassy
compound, the Koreans
say.

“We woere told to ine un
in the -’\m“"ssy comaound
ang we did,” said one of
those ioft hchind

“But when the jast hel-
copter came nto ine oM
pound it just sritied c.ov,n
ang thon hmm Handle

not Casry 01 anyonn’
Pricr to the hasly ana
disornanired eovacuation

April 23 and 2§ 2!l forcion-
crs — and cope it o0
matic staffs -
sured by the U
they would l)e ﬂ%«‘f) fnorut
aboard the cvacusica heii-
coters.

[ORLTI5 T

mbars

EMBASSY oiflicials 1old
newsmen in a brichinr ¢wo
weeks before the actusl
evacuation that vp to 10,002

-pursons could be taisen out

in the final departure.

In fact, hundreds of per-
sons, including several
Americans, were left be-
hind and virwaily all Viei-
namese working for UK
government apencies  still
are here in Saigon.

Those abandencd vy ihe
evacuating Amsricans, in-
cluding an off.cial of the
U.S. Agency for Inivrna-
tional Dervelopment, have
been highly critical of the
organization of the evacua-
tion,

The Korean officials said
they were told Ly ') 5. offi-
c¢ials 1o line up oulside the
embassy compgund early in
the afternoon of Apni 22

The Were-n Tt agew
Pane e e e een
thy s Teen
fiers 12}’ s ld LT

oificer whd v, iy ase

sured the Adintnmng alt #o-
reans would "o atan ot

LATE IN Titl.
with a prowi--
Vietnameee trning v Iot
out and panic rh‘mtnnn. ',
the Koreans were allowed
into the rear of the emidassy
compound and to.d v fuem
an orderly line,

“So we did thit,” ona Ko-
rean said. “Ard we emited
and waited,’

Liinrmron,
eror g of

Helicopters c¢ame and
went, carrying sroups of 50
persons cath ana e Ho-
reans were never catled.

The last heheontor (o land
cn b embnnev ronnds

aaiekly 4k ' 1A,
presumaingy oo 1o oy
ihat t...v\ — . T nmd
29 — the Varvess 4 oaane
doned the <umer a7 and
Larrie, oot 1 Tty o
dcatheciaize L

Later ropois watid
they wore Livy o0t
crowds  of T v nose
wving e Moo o T
couniry, inrlt me :
«nuuL;J", L [V S
CMbAsIV oM a0y

Lo, the ~~yres L
Koreruns DL the »~iyew
and souant sl ~ndd
safety ¢lse lLere,

Y VL LuY
aspecially e
who soid thev {.-7-0 {oT
their hves in a Conrmunist
tAKeQVer  9cLausT ol
farge {eorean commaitment
to Victnam durning  the
American war here.

in fact they Lace been
weil treated by Vet Cong

fficials, ws havy ail for-
c.ﬂners wha woroe Jomced or
chose {0 remain ia Vint-
nam.

They now are free 1o waix
the streets ¢f Scicon, al-
tnougn few do. The Xoreans

rmostly remain out of sight

at the home of the former
Korean ambassader, a Ko-
rean club and another
embassy residerae

Like the othe= feretrners
trapped hiere they want day

“iter,

12,0708,

by day “or word of 2 y Red
Cross flignt to e zhnm
frmyy

I n (r-ast 16 dr"s. away
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NEWS RELEASE

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

VIETNAM ERA ENDS
Release No. DG-155-75
Tel: 0X-4-4309

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 23, 1975 (USMC) -- With President
Ford's recent proclamation designating May 7, 1975 as the end
of the Vietnam Era, somec wartime benefits were cut.

But, Marines who entered the service before May 7, or had
prior service, are not affected.

Burial allowances, death pensions, and nonservice connected
disability pay are some of the benefits cut. The President has
also sent to Congress a proposal to end G.I. Bill education
payments for individuals entering the service after June 30,
1975. If the legislation is enacted, it would not affect Marine;
who entered the Corps before June 30. However, all Marines
would have to take advantage of their education bennies by July 1,
1985 when the program would expire.

Several alternatives to the program are under study which
may offer post-educational assistance to future recruits who

volunteer for '"monglamour' assignments.

- USMC -
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

MSG DETACHMENT THANKED FOR WAR ZONE ROLE
Release No. BAM-120-75
Tel: O0X-4-4309

WASHINGTON, D. C., April 22, 1975 (USMC) -- The Marine Security
Guard Detachment formerly attached to the U.S. Consulate in Da Nang,
RVN, has been praised by a concerned father for assisting his
daughter in safely leaving that city before it fell to North
Vietnamese forces.

Retired British Royal Marine Col. A. T. Gardner-Brown, in a
recent letter of thanks to the Commandant of the Marine Corps,
commended the Da Nang Marine detachment for '"the great kindness,
consideration and care shown my daughter by Marines recently in
Vietnam."

The colonel's daughter, Frances, was in Vietnam working with a
"Save the Children' team at Quang Tri in northernmost I Corps. She
withdrew to Da Nang, via Hue, as communist forces pushed down the
coastal regions. She was evacuated from Da Nang aboard the USS
Pioneer Contender on one of its last voyages to Cam Rahn Bay.

"That she came out in one piece was largely due to the judgment,
presence and unselfish care shown to her and her team by the Da Nang
(U.S. Marine) detachment. Without them, they (the team) would not

have gotten out,' Gardner-Brown wrote.

- more -
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Mentioned by name in the brief letter is Sgt. Venoy L. Rogers,
24, of Oklahoma City, "who appeared to adopt the team and who made
their personal security his responsibility."

The colonel ended his letter by recognizing that what the
Marines did "are not glorious and heroic actions, but they require

the same discipline and dedication..."

- USMC -
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MARINE CORPS PUBLIC AFFAIRS, OKINAWA

news . release

CHANGE OF OQMMAND ° For Furthe Information
RELEASE ¥0. 35775 Call 622-T376 or 6221397
YOR DREDIATE RERAE

CAMP GOURTNEY, Oicinaws, Japan, May 13 - Major Osherel
Caxl W, Hoffmen, comuanding gensrel, III Marine Amphibions
Force will relinguish the reins of Ms comsnd to Major
Genersl Kenneth J. Houghton, commanding genersl, 5d Marine
Division, on Jume 1o

Majten, Hoffwan yi11 be relieving Brigadier Geeral

Pmc.mucmwumuwum.ku,
Canp Pendleton, Juns 26, '

General Houghton wil)l be doubleshatting as counander of
both ITI MAF and 3¢ Marine Division.

=30

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED
4 Ofrgye Provas e )
Marines end Nam evacuation

By MSgi. Chuck MeCormick

Marines of the 3d Marine Division who took part in Vietnam evacua-
tion operations began arriving back on Okinawa Wednesday, May 6, as the
1st Battalion, Ninth Marines arrived at White Beach aboard ships of the
U.S. Seventh Fleet, with others following.

As part of the 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, the men had taken
part in Operation Frequent Wind, 20 hours in which the Brigade made
world history in completing the largest helicopter evacuation ever attempted.

On the surface, Operation Freguent Wind appeared simple, iy to the
Defense Attache Office {DAO) compound, pick up Americans, third country
nationals and key South Vietnamese and 8y thern to ships of the Seventh
Fleet waiting off the coast of South Vietnam. The final phase of the
airlift would be to remove the U.S. Ambassador a few members of his
staff and Embassy security Marines, 100 people, from the Embassy in
Saigon.

The plan appeared simple...¥ was very complex. Over 6,000
Marines and 32,000 Navy men were involved in the operation. The Marines
formed the 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade, commanded by Brigadier
General Richard E. Carey. The Navy men crewed more than 40 ships in a
7th Fleet task force. The Brigade was task organized and composed of
Regimental Landing Team-4 (RLT-4), commanded by Colonel AM, Gray Jr.;
Provisional Marine Aircraft Group-39, cormmanded by Col. F.G. McLenon;
the Brigade Logistic Support Group, commanded by Col. Hans G. Edebohls
andmthe Axphibious Evacuation Security Group, commmanded by Maj. D.A.
Quinlan.

Squadrons from MCAS Futema’s Marine Aireraft Group-36 flew their
CH-53’s, CH46’s, UH-1E’s and, for protection, their deadly Cobra Gunships
in excess of 600 sorties and a total of 527 flight hours during the 20-hour
operation.

Two pilots, Captain William C. Nystul and 1.t. Michael J. Shea, were
lost in the South China Sea when their search and rescue helicopter failed and
crashed. :

Landing zones were protected by RLT-4, which consisted of BLT’S
1/9, 3/9 and 2/4. They worked throughout the day and night directing
helicopters 1 and out of landing zones.

At 1:15 pm., April 28, General Carey climbed into a helicopter with
part of his command staff and flew from the Blue Ridge to the DAO coms
pound. He was followed a few minutes later by Col. Gray and the rest
of the command staff, They directed Freauvent Wind from the old Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam, command center.

An advance party and liaison group under Col. Wiley Taylor had
d 3 tions, insure control

sthre ouldars to D X
The airlift continued with ease at the DAO compound; hewever,

igi lans had called for about 200. Only two helicopters could get in at
gnéﬁé]e—?one on the roof and one in the parking. lot. The parking 1pt
was a dangerous landing zone with an almost verticai d.gscent to get in.
The roof landing zone would not hold a CH~53 and was taking only smaller

46's. .

o At the DAO compound, waves of 12 helicopters con_ﬁnued to pour in
and out of the landing zones, taking as many as 80 people in each helicopier.
This airlift iasted into the early morning of the 30th. X

Col. Gray, controlling the last hours of. the DAQO con_lpouml airlift,
watched a heavy firefight between South Vietnamese soldiers and com-
muuist forces about 1000 meters from the landing zones. . .

“They were using artillery and tank fire,” the Colonel gaid. “They
also had AAA’s, Quad-5¥'s, and some of the shooting was directed at the
helicopters. It was a dangerous flight in and out of the zomes. .

Col, Gray started sending the remaingier of the ground security fort;e
out. He had one Snal order to give to finish the DAC compound. Captain
Mac McManus, an explosive ordnance disposal Masrine, stood by waiting for

at order. : R i .
that D“Blow jt1* said Col. Gray, and the command center and other build-
i i compound exploded. A
nes lAntttl}?e Elngassy, Anfbassador Graham Mar?in and the last of his staff
climbed the roof for a fight at 4:45 am. Major James H. Kean, officer
in charge of the security detachment, and 170 Marines sealgd. off the
Embassy and moved to the second fipor of the six-story bu_xldm.g. The
Vietnamese outside had broken through the gate and were running through
the Embassy grounds. The Mm'ges began o floorby-floor withdrawal to
the roof with the Vietnamese following. .

Maj. Kean and the last 10 Marines reached the top of the buﬂgllng
two and a half hours after they withdrew into the Embassy and g:f e
the front doors. The eleven Marines were to hold for a short time ; g::t:
they too were lifted from the Embassy roof at 7:56 am., April 30—the

i i ietnam. o B
Marm'f'sheuésvmﬂne and 10 Air Force helicopters had airlifted 6.968" people
from Vietnam. More than 800 Marines w-ere_used as the ground security
force protecting the landing zones and controlling the evacuees. Two Marines
were killed in an earlier artillery barrage and two were lost at sea when

the sitaation at {he Embassy caused Gen. Carey to alter his plans. Belicol- | .
ters were diverted to the Embassy to lift over a thousand people when

Qheir helicopter crashed. The Marines never fired a shot. )
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MEWL RELEASE

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

REASONER COMMENTARY ON MARINES

ROLE IN EVACUATION OF VIET REFUGEES
Release No. BAM-140-75

Tel: 0X-4-4309

(EDTTORS: ABC News has granted permission to reprint the following
commentary in internal Marine Corps publications.)

WASHINGTON, D.C., May 7, 1975 (USMC)--A steady stream of
laudatory letters from private citizens has been trickling into
the lleadquarters Marine Corps mail room here, praising the Marines'
traditional professionalism in executing the vital evacuation of
Vietnamese refugees from their country as it fell to Communist
forces.

"Well done' messages from top ranking U.S. military and key
government officials add impressively to the count, giving the U.S.
Navy backed 3d Marine Division and 1lst Marine Aircraft Ving units
which carried off the difficult task a shot in their already high
morale.

Yet, one of the most poignant and incisive forms of praise
for the Marines' action came from ABC Television's Ilarry Reasoner
in a commentary aired over that network's ecvening news May 7. The
commentary, printed here with permission of ABC News, not only
commends the Marines for their recent Vietnam role, but smoothly
explains the need in any free society for such a responsible and
disciplined armed forces designed to enforce order and protect the

citizens.
--more- -
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commentary-2-2

"The sight of United States Marines in combat situations in
Phnom Penh and Saigon recently was to some people strangely
comforting, particularly so since no real fighting developed.

"But it made me think of a concern I felt abouth the U.S.
military in the '60's, concern less the diviciveness and
frustrations of the Vietnam involvement should leave us with a crippled
and fragmented fighting force.

"1 remember trying to explain what I felt to a young man
who, at the time, was violently anti-military.

"It was at the time when there was a disastrous strike of
police and firemen in Montreal, leaving the city naked. What
happened of course was that the Canadian Army moved in.

"Can you imagine, I asked, a situation like that without a
responsible and disciplined army available,

"The point, I said, is that a society must have the means to
enforce order and protect its citizens. In a good society, the
soldiers are the agents and the servants of the citizenry, they
are the good guys, the white hats.

"The greatest danger of the Vietnam era was that this
perception of them by the country and by themselves would change.
In a democracy, an army that feels itself apart from and
antagonistic to the population cannot be effective. And while a
world without armies is a lovely dream, it's not here yet.

--more--
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commentary-3-3

"We badly need a military that we can be proud of and that is
proud of itself. It seems to me the services have made substantial
progress since 1972 toward gaining that pride. We can hope that
just as the memory of our failure in Indochina reached a new
maturity in the nation, rather than to a continuing bitterness,
the record of frustration that the services have to live with will
make them wiser and stronger.

"In the meantime, on this mission of rescue and help, didn't
those Marines look pgood?"

--USMC--
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Army from pTuhias 1
{ gas that xilis peepia an 10 oF

15 minutes by pendiratng

i their skin eame vyroterday

{from the Ford adminisites

tion's arms eontrol cxecuilva

and three House members.

It wawld be “premature’ oy
| the Uniled States 'o go inlo
| production on nerv~ gas from
%1 a milizary standpoint apd pos-
% sibly damaging from a diplo-
i matic standpoint, sald Direc
| tor Fred C. Ikle of the US.
¢ Arms Control and Dissema-
{ men{ Acency.

9o furtper warned 2 House
Defense Arpropriatinns sub-
committee that such a siep
mmght well “srimulate thicd
countries” o producg this
CRPmIICAt WEABOT On Nand TWR
ance 11 iy @ cepbieely casy”
PrOCESS.

I 300 no urgency in moving

‘oward sreduction,” Ixie told
sergmmittes  werghing
the irmy’s requesi for 3$8.8
it © ¢ buy enuipment o
orodik ¢ aerve gas kaowo as
48 a. s fine Blufl, Ark,
~lant The XNavy is seeking
316 -dlion for hombs (o
~avre the ias

“Vith this vear's Scnale fati-
“ication of the Geneva nrofe-
-pl on lethal chemicad =veap-
sns the United States commit
s pisell 10 a3 policy of not
using nerve zas Tirsl in a war,
hut dirlomatic efforts to take
the next step--n dan on pro-
duction—have broken down
becaus: Washington is not sat-
isfied with ways #0 [nopect
what other nations are doing
i this field.

Rep. Patricia Schroeder (D-
Colo.). a member of the House
Armed Serviees Commitiee,
tgld the appropriations unit
yesterday that “I'm afraid
we're going to slide into pro-
duction without really think.
ng it out.”

Thig slide, she sald, could
ondl up costing American tax
payers 52 billion a3 the Army
replaced the 50 miliion pounds
of stockpiled c¢hemical weap-
ons with a new generation of
perve gas weapons Known as
binaries.

The bipary technique puts
wwo nvn-lethal chemicals in

te compartments in an
artillery shell. Cnes the shell
is fired, the thin partition be-
tween the  compartments
breaks down and the materials
mix and becosie deadly.

Aep, Richard L. Glinger (D-
~.Y.) said Cougress should not
ke asked to approve monay for
produciion of this gas since
the National Securily Council
“has not even completed its
deliberations on this topic.”

Rep. Floyd V. Hicks (D-
Wash.} aaid the Army should
train and equip I8 troops for
defending themselves against

{3
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U, UEINEY, Hicavy Raids
Aided Saigon Evacuation

Pentagon  sources, con-
tradreting a2 report  that
“heavy bombing raids”
were carried out during the
‘evacuation of Saigon, sawd
today that only four bombs
were dropped and one mis-
sile fired, along with some
machinegun fire from hel-

copters.
One sourre said  the
bombs werr dropped on

37mn  antiairgraft  sites
arcund Sargon. The missile,
a Sheske, shior s desgned
te ro after cadar astaila
tions gwiding surfnce-io-ae
massdes  and  antiaroratt
fire, eporiedly cvas Taed
about 16 rauvtica! triee
from Saigon

Thaere were instances o
machinegun fire rom ', >
helicopters and the droz
».ng ot flares to covfuse e
guidance systems a0 A7
showder-fired  antuiceraft
Misades acorting Lo e
SOUrce, whe  asseried °
other ardimance wa~ =<
pended from the =1 durnine
the evacuation

“¥hile the evacuation wa-
i progress, Pentagon
spokesman, Joseph Latin
toid reporters that fws anti-
awrcraft sites had been at-
tacked by U.S. warpianes.

MEANWHILE, the New
York Times quoted admin-
istration officiais as saying
a U.S. fhighter-bomber
made ‘‘one tactical air
strike’’ against a
Communist missile site
near Saigon on Apr:! 29.

But the officials, includ-
tng Maj. Gen. Brent Scow-
croft, chief of the Nationat
Security Councd staff re-
yected a Los Angeles Tim=»s
correspondent’s report
from Hong Kong that theie
had been “heavy bombing
raids’’ by American planes
savolved in the evacuation
The report was pubiishod
vesterday.

Scowcroft sawd that the
air sinike, by a single plane,
was made along the route
used by American Marine
hehcopters during the
evacuation of UU.S. Embas-

such chemies]l warfare agents
before asking 1o ool wp v
produetion.

Ikle and the three lawmal
a5 agreed that nerve gas r
search should continue, how
ever, in caze future productio
shonid be necesaary.

sy personnel and a4 pumber
of zarh Vielramese.

A Frigh-ranking State
Departrnent  official  said
yasterday that the plane at-

tacked 3 surface-ig-air
misgiie si1ie afiev
Commanis,  forces  fired

mismdod 2 AReriean A

feed a rocket al the
st e afficial saud

n v roecglisclon the
5
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.~ ~aturday o celebrate
the ted sureess f the
LTS 0sson of v i Ma-

temaj Assernors o0 Norih
Vigtnam last weeh

Tho partcimants unan
mously agonted 2 ~rsolution
w0 President Ton Duc
Thana, the National
Assembily, and 132 govern-
ment of the DRVN (North

Vistnam, declaring their
deiermanation 1o make
Hanet the nohtical. eco-

nomic and cuitural center
of the whole of Vietnam,”
the VNA said.

The agency said among
the partiipants were
Truong Chinh, member of
the Centrai Committee
Politbyro of the Vietnam
Yeorkers party  Mguyen
lam, member of the party
Central Committee, Tran
Puy Hung, mayor of Hanoi,
and  Pham Khac Quang
vice president of the Hano
Lommittee of the Vietnam
Fatheriand Front.

FROM SAIGON, LUPI
correspondent Alan Dawson
reported that Noerth Vet
narns  has shaken up s
tmportant Standing Com-
mittee of the National
Assembly, reducimg mem-
bership from 17 o 11 and
adding a senior govern-
ment official. Elections
were held Thursday during
the National Asxsembly
meeting.
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Soviet Sub Makes
Nearest Approach
To American Coast

N ASHNGTINY sure 3 (AD)
— A Soviat aaestiE-sinir g sibe
marine has been detected oper-
atine closer to the East Coast
tnan suci  ~seels Rave aver
come

Pentagon ofeidds are puz-
Aed why the Russan command
-1 4 nuclear-powered  sub-
nare of e Y tiass o Jru.se

*fon 330 mules of Cape Cod,
“az5, and (atr about the same
& ctance off Morfolk, Va, last
veek,

“hat ‘s ahout {000 miles
jnser to the © nited States than
aaviet submanine of that class
~armaliy come in their Atlantic
patrols.

sithough =0 sign of anv hos-
+1o .ntenr has heen ‘zported,
‘ne recent t-2a-x of the Soviet
syhmanine would bring much
~ere of *his country wethin the
{ M0.-mile 1o ! 600-mile -ange

i

of the mssies that Y-class
boats carrv.
{nrethieence  analvsts  specu-

‘ate that tne 3ussians .ould he
+rvimg or a veaction from the
'nited States Navv 1o kearn
mnre ahout she effectivencss of
American methods and equip-
ment n detecting the oresence
of submarines when tney are
submerged.

Koviet Y-class submarnes are
simuar to American Polans
submarines Each carnies i€
missties and is intended to de
stroy cities. The Polaris mis
ste now in use has a range
nearly twice that of the long
est-reaching weapon in the So
viet Y-ciass boats.

Dawson said resulls
made available in Saigon
showed senior members of
the Standing Commitiee re-
mained the same, with
Truong Chinh retaming his
post as chairman and all
vice chairmen re-elected.
Xuan Thuy, politburo mem-
ber and former permanent
negotiator at the Paris
Peace Talks, was added to
the body as a vite chair-
man, bringing the number-
of men hoiding that title o
six, B
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