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By H. D. S. Greenway 
Washington Post Fornign service 

, SAIGON, April 28-:-The bombs fell on• 
' Tansonnhut · in · the late afternoon soon 
· after the first real thunde_rstorm · of the 

se,aison had swept over Saigon. :we knew 
it wasn't. thundei;-too sharp a· sound­
•but what? 

Out on the rain-washed s~reets, people 
were hurrying home at the end of the day 
when the entire city seemed to erupt in 
gunfire. The sound bounced off the walls 
of buildings, sending pedestrians scurry­
ing for the c9rners and doorw~ys_., 

some of the fire was from anti-aircraft 
guns from the palace and machine guns 
from the rooftops.· We could see the 
tracers pouring up in languid arcs try- · 

1 ing to reach an A-37 fighter 0bomber that, 
seemed tb be circling overhead. 

A C-130, transport plane, low and strain­
ing for altitude like a fat duck, came in 
ftom another direction and the · tracers 
turned on it. The startled pilot, probably 

crot! 
"' I away.· · .. 

We fou~ci -out ·1ater that several A-37s, 
. had 'bombed · '.fansonnhut airfield, but, 
whether tile deed was done by dtsgi'untledl 
South Vicitnarnese pilots o·r whether itl 
was the first North Vietnamese air raid 
of the war is · still not known. I 

A Vietnamese stewardess -said that Air I 
Vietnam's Boeing was just boarding fort 
Bangkok wh~n' the planes st,ruck: Theyl 

. bombed a bay of transport plahes and the\ 
· stewardess said she looked across to see a · 
"sea of fire." The passengers all scram- : 
bled for the terminal and lay on the ·floor. 1 

The Boeing took off without. them. 
Shortly after the bombing1 an expert in \ 

aviation pointed out to me ·1what-he said 1 
was a Mig-21, a Soviet-built fighter used : 
by the North Vietnamese, wheeling in t~e ' 
sunset-lit sky. It had been a day of M1g 1 

sightings. Reporters had said they had 

See SAIGON, AlO, CilL 1 ~-----
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Attack-and Panic in Saigon's 
• I • i 

~-~ 
Streets! 

SAIGON, l<roin Al great flash and roar, kicking : 

seen a Mig make a pass over 
Saigon in the morning _and 
the South Vietnamese air 
force reportedly picked up 
Migs on their radar, but 
none of· the reports could 
really be confirimed. · 

In Saigon on this day,· 
with .-powel' passing to the 
republic's third president in 
a week, no one know· what 
to expect, or what has hap. 
·pening, what was rumor and 
· wh'llt was real. 

The ~aces of the Saigo­
nese, pressed into the gutter 
and lying on Sidewalks as t 
the furious fiTe crackled in 
iwaves overhead, showed dis­
may and fear. It is a popula­
tion th~t has lived on the 
near side of panic for weeks. 

"' Now it seemed as if all con-. 
trol was gone. 

One wire service immedi- · 
ately reported heavy street 
fighting in Saigon with 
North· Vietnamese invaders. 

' ,·Anoelier sorn-ce .said the 
plallR,S ·had strafed the ca­
the~l- Neither- story 
proved true. 

Shortly afterward the fir• . 
ing _ stopped. Soldiers ap­
peared and started stringing · · 
barbed wire across the 
street near the Washington 
Po~offiQe. They looked 
£rigli4ned· and jumpy-bet­
ter t~-keep away from them. 

A Sout1' Vietnamese offi. 
cer, apparently enraged 
when a taxi stalled and did -
:aotfAove_ :on· his command, 
to~)i1,1,t. ;his .45 automatic 
and skot'at the driver, fortu­

·nately, missing him. 
Mike Marriott, an Austra• 

· I ian cameraman working for 
CBS, was:filming the scene; 
latef the officer pointed his 

.• pistol at Marriot's head. Ac­
cording to Marriot, the pis-
tol somehow failed to fire 
and the officer began to 

j 
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" Tansonnhut Airport was attacked Monday and early 
Tuesday and explosions were heard throughout the city. · 

beat Marriot with it, open­
ing up a scalp wound. Mar• 
riott turned and fled. ·· 

It had :been a day of diso­
rientation, On· the NeWpoft 
Bridge, where the Bienhoa 
highway crosses the Dong­
nai River, you could lie on 
the crest of the bridge in 
the morning and watch the 
Vietcong shooting at you 
from the far bank, not a 
mile from the outskirts of 
the city. 

Yesterday the bridge had 
been crowded with traffic 
going back and ·forth. Today 
not a vehicle moved, and 
nervous South Vi~tnamese 
par,atrnupers crept ai"Ound 
the approarhes to the bi1dge 
or peered. cautiously over 
ttrn side. 

Early in the morning, the · 
Vietcong, probably no more 
than 20 men, had moved in 
and taken the bridgehead on 
the other side of the river. 
Their instructions must 
have been to hold as long as 
possible. By mid-morning 
they were deployed off to 
the sides and under the 
bridge itself. 

A couple of companies ol 
South Vietnamese- para­
troopers were put into the 
area around 9 a.m., and heli­
copter gunships circled 
overhead looking for tar­
gets. When they found one 
they would clart down and 
fire off a salvo of rockets 
that would explode with a 

up brown ·dust and smoke. i 

But when it was over, '. 
,from time to time, you could · 
see one of the Vietcong; 
dressed in black, rise from 
cover and dart to a new lo­
cation. To show their defi­
ance,- tlie Vietcong would 
fire half a clip of automatic 

· rifle rounds at the para­
.troopers, the •bullets hitting 
the bridge or passing harm­
lessly overhead in the hot 
humid air. · ' 

Behind was the skyline of , 
. Saigon. Off to the left was 
the American-built river 
port with its commissary; \ 
where · only days before , 
large American contractors : 
could go )n and carry oµt 
bundles of American grocer- 1 

ies at tl~e big .AmerI~~fi s.u,. ' 
permarket. •.,;-, 

In the river-lilt :the bar 
with their rocket scr 
which used to make the 
sage up to Phnom Pe 
They are idle now that the 
Cambodian war is lost. This 
one·seems so close to being 
lost. 

The soldiers were about to 
cross the river and come on 
the Vietcong from behindr 
.but none· seemed to w<W,t;. ,tq. · 
die this late in the W£::llfttl 
nobody seemed in m-of'a· 
hurry. .. 

The Vietcong at the New­
port Bridge . and the rockets 
that earlier set two ware• 
houses ablaze h{ive showed 
that the river port can be 
closed and that Saigon, like 
Phnom Penh before it, is be• 
ing surrounded and. cut otl!, 
· The day ended wi1'h -sound 
trucks circling through the 
c;ty announcing a 24-hour 
curfew and telling people to 
go_ home, to shut their dpors, 
and to listen to the radio. 
All .is uncertainty. Every­
one is afraid. 

--'---------~ --- - ~.~ , -~~,.---..==.-'•· . . ; -~,,,...,,":--:-::~=-"'' ·------------
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By Philip A. McComb~- )( 1 wer~m~~~ .of loud explo'sions~ appar- The twofi\"farines killed at Ta,nson- ; 
and H. D. S. Greenway · :n~Y amlmunition • dumps whi~h were uhut were :,the first U.S.· servicemen 1 

Washington Post Foreign Service bl - n up'. · ' , 'dlled in 'Vietnam since Dec. 14,. 1973. I 
SAIGON, April 29 (Tuesday)-Tan• : th~ rocket and artillt;rY fire : !'heir identi.ti~s were. not ill1med1ately, 

sonnhut airport was- bombed. Monday ed in communist forces closed . teleased. i ---- • _ , ; 
, - • ~tream nd 'saigon ·like a vise. There Monday morning a 'company of Com-
, afternoon and the airport ,and capital m arou · • b · d · d · b · dge n 
· were hit Tuesday morniJlg, causing was heavy fighting Monday at ~ ri. ge , n1unist troops ug _ll1 •ne_ar ~ ri . 0 

, 

P
anic in Saigon and killing two Ameri• on the µorbhern outskirts wh~re Just : T:he northeastern outskirts o! Saigon 

d earll··er refugees had been.' :md cut o,ff the highway .to B1enhoa, a 
can Marines. ' · one ay k · h' h · ·t 

h 
' • d · g to stream inbo, the ,-1ty_ I najor bas~ 18 miles away, w 1c 1s 1 • 

The tempo of t e, war mcrease cro!smd 's bombing of Tan!jonnhut '. s,elf threaten~d. Ther~ wa~ h~avy fight• 
violently as Duong van (Big) Minh _ IV.ont ay ked with South Vietnames~ 'ng at the' bridge, which, is Just a _few( 
took over as president of tlouth Viet- airfporee'sp~~d some departing · Ameri- ·ninutes' drive from downtown Saig~n 
nam Monday in a bid to negotiate a re ug 

5 
carried out by several A-37, ·ind near the U.S. embassy comm1s-

political · settlement to the'. war. He cans, wa · -· d t oyed a ~ 
declared a "government of national jet fighter-qombers. They e~ r _ Y- - · · · · 
reconcilitation and concord" and called bomb storage area and also hit several , 
for an_ immediate cease-fire and pJ'!ace south Vietnamese air force C-l30 
negotiations. . .- See VIETNAM, A10, Col. 1 , 

The Vietcong, however, rejected the,_ ,;._ _ _ , ·- - · - '--~----~--- ----:::- - --- ·· · - ~-

; bld al~o;t-im-me,diately and demanded .· h' -- ; B" .• . h ·d 
::::.tional c~ncessions.by So~th Viet•·Tansonn -~ut· .. om ·. e ' 

[In Hanoi, North Vietnamese offici- , · _ · ____________ _ 
als sa1_· d Minh's return to !J)ower "comes ~h 11 l ·- _ _, · ---

. r11,, Also early Monday morning South\ .. 
too late," Agence France-Pr~s~~• re-.,.:.J, a- Pl' .. ___ ~'lietnamese air force sources reported 1 

. ported. "The revolutionary forces are [. VIETNAM, From Al -::ommunist-built Migs flying over Sai- · 
detemined to finish the job," .the of· :on. Reporters familiar with the ap-
ficials said.) transport planes. The, U.S.-run evacua- }earance of--Migs also said· they saw 

1 Communist forces launched h{;avy-· tion -was brought to a halt, was re- hese planes in the sky. The planes, 
rocket and artillery fire at Saigon sumed and then was halted again by ;1hich can reach Saigon from bases the . 
and Tansonnhut as dawn b!'oke. Tues'. Tuesdays shelling. : ·. ,..:ommunists1have captured in ·recent / 
day, bringing with ~t the first reports U.S. Ambassador Graham Martin ,eeks,. apparent!;\!., _departed without ' 
of American casualties. . · went to the airport Tuesday. morning , '.oing any damage. · 

. American officials, - in touch 'with to check conditions .. There was small Shortly after !Minh's speech Monday 
' each other by radio, said two U.S. · arms fire'near"the'gate as he entered r:vening, sl!veral A-37 jet fighter born: -

Marines have been killed. With chok- and an American· voice on _a two-way ·lers attacl!;'ed Tansonnhut airport on 
ing voices, the officials asked where radio warned that he should proceed tie northwestern edge of the_ capital 

- • -- - • - - - -- - - --- • - -- . • --- I with "utmost caution."- .. estroying a - bomb:storage area arid ' 
the bodies were. There were no reports1 There· are still an estimated 954 '·1itting several South Vietnamese ail'; 
of other U.S. casualties. . Americans 'left in/Saigon. More than' orce C-13<rtransport plarles parked in 

The radio traffic spoke of Tansonn· 70 helicopters are - available on five row. It was- unclear who was flying 
1 hut .. being heavily shelled-"four' aircraft carriers off the Vietnamese 1e A-37s, however. 

rounds in five seconds on the, flight' coast to evacuate, them if the airport . Later, the ~ets flew ·over portions o! 
line"-which means artillery pieces remains closed. . . · owntown Saigon and drew heavy anti• 

1 probably Russian-made 130-mrn. guns ', - (A U.S. Air Force C-130 transport ircraft fir~. The ~rowded ~ownt?wn 
· were beipg used. was reported destroyed, but it was un• rea went rnto pamc as so~diers frred . 

Inside the city itself, it was calm at' clear whether this occurred, during the ito tµe sky for about 15 .mmutes. The 
dawn after the panic which followed, bombing raid on Monday or: in the pre- - overnment then announced a 24-hour 
the bombing of the airport on Mon-: dawn shelling on Tuesday the AP re• urfew. 
day, but' there was the sound of heli- ported in Washington.) I . Theories on the bombing vary. Some 
copters overhead. . Massive , numbers of · communist 'Jeculate that the _A-37 ~i~ots were en-
ter the panic which followed the bom- troops backed by tanks artillery. and,. aged bec~use their fam:hes were ne:t . 
b . f th - t M d b • . . . ' . · . . · ·,: 1cluded m the evacuation of Amen-. J mg o e airpor on · on ay, ut, sophisticated_ antirurcraft D11ssiles now\ ans and Vietnamese being' mounted I-
there was the sound of helicopters· surround Saigon an<i could enter the , ·om Tans nnhut sa·go , • . · 
overhead · •ty • t t' I t d th h ., - o , .. 1 n s maJor m-

• .-✓ , c1 ~ any 1~e. . ns ea • . . ey av_e · ~rnational commercial and Ttar 
Through the pre:dawn hours, 40 to : s9-ueezed ~he city W;th exqumte pr~c1- irport. - . mi 1 Y 

50 rounds · of rocket or artillery fire I s:ton, cutting off exit ro1;1~s, capt~n~ Oth-ers speculate that the. A-37s hiul 
I___ _ ___ _,_______ ! nearby towns and ramng t~ns10ns een captured by the Comm'timst.5 .r._,. 

---ci..__a.m0ug the populace to a fever pitch. 1g th. e. past;y; __ eeks, and l1hat\~~-·j~tl' 
outh Vietnamese pilots wer~lfeed w ,R,,,.,s .1,; .,,,,~,,, £'..r-.1 ) f}y,.t&e l'A~, -- - ~ . __ 

ce,/""'-U ~ 9' '16 ff · 1 d 
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Ad~ssi~g the assembled ~olitician;1 '. out s~~eral m~nths later and has been j 
nd geverriment officials in Independ- ' a political outsider ever since. 
nee Jilace Monday, Minh, said his . Minh is South Vietnam's third presi-
1sk !it-"clear: "To obtain a ·,cease-:fire dent in a week. His ascendency, of du- The rpoillicaf-sceliario for the,• next li 
cconl, . .the sooner the better, to nego- bious· constitutionality, was carefully few_ d.ays is not 'Cle. ar, but. w_ aat·· 
:ate ~ )mlitical solution :for South Vi- orchestrated by Vietnamese and by the clear to expeJ.'ienced observers 'is 
tnam)n the frame of the Paris agree- American and French embassies who if it does not live up ·to Comniffi' 
1ent,~ ~nd the W.Jlr and to restore believe that a neutralist government expectations they will simply come I 
eace,Jn a-spirit of national reconcilia- offers the only chance to avoid an im- in and capture Saigon. 
on aad coneord." mediate Communist military takeover "What they want now is a military 
Mi$ announced that his first meas- of Saigon., surrender combined with a setting 

:res will be to release political prison- Only hours after Minh had finished up of a National Council of Reconcil-
rs an.cl to abolish pr~ss censorship. speaking, however, the Vietcong press iation and Concord in accordance 

He announced ... ·at h1··s v1·ce'· pres1· with _the agreements signed ·1·n Par1·s," 
"" · spokesman, Maj. Phuong Nam said his 

·ent will be Nguyen Van IJ;uyen, a statement "is not in keeping"' wi·t'h d~ said a South Vietnamese who has -had 
'ath·o11·c a"'d former senator who re v long-time contacts with the Comm· un-
, • 11 • mands made by· the Communists. 
ignei:t his seat after Thieu arranged to Nam said these demands include the i$tS. . 
1ave the constitution amended so he b The .Sai-gon side always viewed the 
ould run for a third presidential term. a oliti9n of the Saigon government NC;RC as an.electoral commission, but 

, . and its army. · h c The new prime •mtmster, Minh said,, " · · t e ommunists viewed it as an "ad-
~ The. Saigon administration. instru- ministrative structure"-in effect a 

will be Sen. Vu Van M;~, a leadi~g I · m~nt of U.S. neocolonialism, inust be coalition· government made up of a 
Buddhist oppostion figure who led a · ftliJd. _The repressive and coercive ~aigon part, a Communist [Part and 
political struggle against Thieu late . ma.chine used against the South neutralists, 
last year. · Vietn~mese people must be abolished," The Communists have said, that the 

Minh°is ·expected to name his Gabi- . th~ Vietc.ong ~tatement said. . two-month-old offensive that is bring-
net Tuesday. He said it' will be . made . Only 1~ t~is way can the most cher- ing them victory was neces!lary in ord-

• UP of "personalities who represent reli- ... ish-ed a~pi~atrnn of. the .south Vietnam- ___ er to force the Saigon' side to imple-
gious groups and .political tendencies . ese people be realned m a most -fa.vol'- _ inent the agr_eement. 
of South Vietnam .. : and whose posi- ' !bt m_~nner an~ Ill keeping with the 1~------=:...:..-~,:._ ____ _ 
tion in favor of reconciliation is so ob- P ri~, of the Pans agreements on Viet-
vious that no one could doubt tbout ..11;im_._ - · 
their will for peace." ' · · 

Several times the new preside~t re­
ferred respectfully to the Vietcong as 
"the Provisional Revolutionary Gov­
ernment of the Republic of South \:iet-
nam" -their proper title. . 

1 

Minh ,told soldiers to "defend ,the . 
territory which is left and to defend , 
peace.~ ... When the cease-fire order is 

' given, you should rigorously execute .. 
,t at qrder in a~cordance with the'. 

the Paris agreement." 
asked all government offi. 

cials and police to ·continue "watching 1 

~ vigilantly to prevent all sabotage." 
Addressing the PRG and . "our , 

'friends of the other side," .Minh said,· 1 
"We sincerely want reconciliation, you · 

, clearly know that . . . ·' 
· "Yo~r standpoint has always titett 

the implementation of the Paris agree­
ment. This has always been ours, too. i 
Fi:om the Paris agreement as our com­
mon grounds, let us sit together to 1 

·J,fff,JtlfUJ.ei- for a !lolution which is l 
.~ ~ci'al to our homeland ... 

"I propose that we stop immediately 
. our reciprocal attaeks. I hope you will 
' accept this ·proposal and that the nego­

tiatons will begin at once." He refer­
' red repeatedly to the Vietcong as "our 

brothers." 
Speaking of "our allies"-perhaps a 

reference to the United States-Minh 
said the government wants to main­
ta:in friendly relations and welcomes 
economic and humanitarian aid. 

He called on Vietnamese not to 
leave the country but to "stay in order 
to build with us ... a new soutl;l for 
future generations." . 

Minh, 59, was the head of the mili- / 
t,a;qr junta that took power after the . 
~1 ~assina~ion of _President Ngo 1 
Dmh ~m. Mmh was m turn pushed , 

I 
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'.'Pentagon East' i 
. . ----- .. _. . __] ------

~--r .. ---. - -·- --·-- _ _._ 
~:'.By 1Philip A,. Mccombs · came primarily ·a logistical - "We're, stiil o~dering'. tna- · 

center in which Americans teriel from the States <ana"• 
· worked to keep military, sup- still receiving it under: the 

Wa,hln1ton Fost Forelin S<!Tvlc• 

SAIGON, April 27-"How 
do yciu do, ladies?" blurted 
the' American lieutenant 
coloii.~f with hearty bonho: 
mie at-two waitresse$sitting. 

plies flowing smoothly to $700 million program al-
;- ·-the South Vietnamese. · ready authorized by Con-

'Now the world is chang- - gress last year,''. .-he s,aid.­
ing again, and the scene be- "Two ships are unloading at 
tween the lieutenant colonel Vungtau right now.'.' --"\ _':· -
and the two waitresses is - The road from Saigon to 
on:e of the least strange here Vungtau, the ·capital's last 
as this headquarters is 'pre- · road link with the sea, was 
-paring 'for the final evacua- cut Saturday·b~ Communist 
tion, the final act in a dee- for-ces. Some Communist 
ade of intense American ih• .. · tanks are· ~ightyt1-only 18 
volvement in _ the Vietnain· miles east of Saig h on this 

·' at al fable in the co;mpaet 
, cafeteria- that serves.'the,gi-

ant i\nierican headquarters 
. complex -at Tansonnhut air-
, base:• · , 

\ 

"We die," answered one of_ 
the waitres$es, fi~geri'!lg a 
paper napkin; · -~ --• · -, · · 

"Die?" said. the lieutenant 
~lonel, siW.hg down ~with 
, apparent -~oncern at the for• 
mica-toppE!d''table. He mused 
somiterly: ."Die:· die; die .. , , 
once yo1,1 . die, you don't · 
come back;'#ni.!" . . 

All thre~)iiggled. . 
, During-many years of the 
' American'irtvoivement here, 
: this massive prefabricated 
' building was known as 

war. road. ' · . : · 
Many of the offices are al- There .are still': !bdut 350 

ready closed and American·s. .Americans workint at DAO, 
in the final stages of depart- Smi~h _said, <!£_l1-bout one- _ 
ure rush throU!gh the hall- third the normal number. · 
ways. He said he diq npt think 

Marines have been there would· be any' re(iuc-
broti-ght in small groups . tion 'in this number •-''fot-. a 
from the large fleet waiting whiie." · · ' 
off. the Vietnamese coast to Smith said that besides , 
po;~ce the complex. . . supplying the south · Viet-

If they attack this base,, · namese he is also working 
they're in trouble," s1,1-id one ,. - ' . . . - - · 

; "Pentagoti-East". 'dens. Wil- ~£ tbhe. ,l\'Ia:ineths, eafntg. a ·: hard on the co~tinui~g ;·v-a-c----f-or-th--e--ex_o_d_u_s_o_t_~cl~e~~:-
" rul! 1:1rger m e ca ~- eria. uation of Americans and Vi-

liam Westmoreland and This 1s U.S. property. .etnamese - Sunday, 10,000 vietnamese 
Creighton Abram~"I-iaq their His companion added: . · and a few Americans waited 
offices here. In these yellow, "We got a whole. fl~et. C>_f\ h Outsid_e theoaheag.quarters, for their flights. __ 
plasticine hallways, the ships out there. Man, when :. t e tenrus cour~s have been They filled some of the 
loudest noises traditionally the stone· drops, it's going to c)eared · ~f ~err nets and tennis courts, sitting on 
have been 'the cliclc of. mili· - be like the beginning of high . cham-Imk fences. that their suitcases, saying little 
tary boots on the ruliberiZed. World War III.'' . , j s:rro~utled them- s~ . ·that and waiting as the Marines 
flooring and the quiet, .tjool Down the hall some Vie't• t ey can serve as helicopter with M-16 rifles slung ove; 
hum of giant air condition- namese workers' were hur- 1 landing pads if th~re is an their_ shoulders and knives 

· ers somewhere in the dis- ried pushing an electronic · emergency ev11cuatipn. and flashlights hooked to 
'tance. 1 · · computer console toward a i Sever~! hundred ·:.yards their web belts, directed the 

The headquarters used:· to packing area. Postal clerks fro_m _the. main -!J.eadquar_ters flow of traffic through the 
be known as MACV fol' Mili- were throwing large pack- bmldm!5 is, a large American area. · 
tary Assfstance Cornman~- ages :onto rollers that car- r~cr,~ah_onal ~rea-:-an Olym. . Overhead the giant C-5 
Vietnam.' -After the Ameri· ried 1ihem to trucks outside. prc-size.d sw,immmg pool, · 'U.S. Air Force jet transports · 

, can, -withdrawal two years 1'1 guess the post office is ll?-ore--tenn~s · courts, gymna- roared d-0wn in tight circles 
ago, it becai;ne DAO for the open " said one "but we're smm, bowling alley, poSt ex- to land, discharge their car-
Defense-Attache's Office of · just 'going on 'an hour-by- change and "5top-n;shopi• _Ii· goes of military equipment 
the US'. embassy. hour basis." quor st?re_ and· deijcatessen; and pick up their human 

c_ ivilians mani of th~-~ PAO' commander Gen. Ho• Tcahteedbli'-11kldmthgs haredprefatbri•. cargoes. South Vietnamese 
' · · - S ·th t d b ·. f e e ea quar ers A'~ F F 5 f' ht b retiSj!µ military men, cai;ne l ~er _m1 . gran e a_ '. ne and the area has always ihad .... ' orce . ' 1g er- om-

to st,a:If-ft then and the ltl~z-e . mter~~ew m ?rder t~Al~IJel \ a sterile.•air about it by: co • hers; supplied by the Ameri­
o£ ··offices and meetiug .. l _ !fa'l.se reports that DAO had parison-with the· rich spra$'l cans, screamed over low, fly. 

1 

ro~m~ from which the . ! ;ilready closed. 
1 

of Vietnamese life outside. . ing tight protective patterns 
Amem;an,combat_role in.the - . . Now-it is the staging around the airport perime-. 

·-wa~ i had been _directed be• - - area ter. 
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SAIGON •.•• cmh±1~UED 

27 HAhCH 19 5 · 'g • · · :tors that he left the evacuated. 

SAIGON'S MILIT. ARY,:· \city of. Hue, by1 Si!,mp~n:_: an_d had· no. idea• where, his. 'Umt 
•
1had gone. "11 don1 even _know. 

N ST 
.. ATE OF s· ·uo· CK 1 l1wher.e1 fuy wife.. an~.: children, I · .· . . ~ 1

1

• · 1 are," he- saici< in) V.1etn.amese. 
'. "Why should<, Ir qare., ab;ou~ my-

- 'division,cpnunand:?1'' • · •. 
By BERNARD WEINRAUB · ; At .tbi&. point· <f!herli.-'seeniS'; 

Spec,lal;,,ThaNNYOrkTlm~ 'too mu~h, confui;ioni~~t'l the; 
SAIGON, So.uth Vietnam, ;army-and; amongi c1V1hans,-• 

March 26--The South Vietna- 'to, wei~ th~- oyer,•aU: ahcl Jong~·/ 
mese Army is: stunned and de• ,range impact· on: the'military, 
moralized by the North Vietna- •. of:_ the, rap_(dly 4tifo_ ldirig. '.' devel0

_.>/ 

me~ offensive·and the Govern- ,opments, m, Vietnam .in.;•th~ 
ment's decision to abandor ,last tw,o; weeRs; "AIW;N"· mor!!1e. 

· is low and; h;is, ~,.gomg 
most of the northem two-third! ·downhill\ for· S()llle, ttme," s~id. 
of the nation, according tc !one V,ietname~ .obs.e_rver,, dis-
Western military analysts, Viet, '.cussing, the, SQl.!t.h\ Vietnamese 
namese observers and army of- !army;_ !'There: i,µst· c~'.t be any 
ficers in the field. 1major.: engagel!lenl:s: .. m, the, da)'.s 

:to · come 'if' ARYN( morale,. 1s 
-These sources say .that troops :not redressed: atJeast. to some 

in the 1.1-million-man armed :degre~.:•·. f 
forces are puzzled and humi• ' Evet).•. ~~- 'l:he· cµtr~ o -
liated by· the abrupt events 1fensive; the,Arniy faced:somb~r, 
over the last two weeks. ''The ·probl~s:· cor.1'.UP,tl'on_: a~ol!-g !1!• 

'lision,.command.ers;. md1sc1phne, 
army is in a state of trauma," ·and, ~rti.on· •in; the1: rariks,, 
said one knowledgeable West- a lack of· incEllltiy.e· to, keep 
ern official. fighting'. ~~~'~i i11l/Pf'l~d-~ 

Another Western analysf · ,er~bip;, fav.ontisrn. and1~ay. 
Sal.d· "They're go1·ng· through Moreo:ver, :the· ~.t,h·.;_,i.:._ · ~d-. • . :esit Aimi, had ~}•~pere • 
a period of terri.ble e,onfusion. -some, we~: ~ts· say 
A lot of these officers are -from .tripp~'--!by shortag~;'Qf· gas~-, 
tJ1e noi-t.'1, and their families ;line; 11!1brican~. ~n4'. oit-~or; iheb>: 
came here in 1954 .. They're c.opters aautithe va,ll~llliJ.dOWD. 
proud. They feel they ·weren't'· of:Ame,ticanmilit.!ey,assJStance, 
given a' chance to prove them- taiice. · ' · · '. • .!, :~.::/

1
·, ;, ·.• . . , in, tJ!.e: .c~t: ,.,sea:,:~, 

Seives." endtng. in· ;i:wie-,;; ~il}#,rY. !!id! 
U~t Moved Abruptly •here . t,otaJs, $700-m,lhon, C\)nt·! 

One deputy battalion ·com•' · i t-o, $1'.2'-'billipn_ ih•Jhe pr~ 
mander from ' -the Pleikii area vioUSJ-yeilr: J1her.e is. ~e ques• .. 
said recently that his unit was tion, ab:out. futw::e-, 11U'1'itary as~ 

· si:$m~,to.So,uth;Vieqtam, a na:-,,: 
abruptly told by the Saigon · non, ··.whose, • army 'is. hard-· 
command to· evacuate its camp ;presseqf fur, spare· PJl~; ~mu~ 
within 30 minutes, despite only rii!i~}:1,~nd, h~~di gr~~~---- . _ -~ 
sporadic fighting· in its locale, I · several' nuUtacy;· un.,ts arej, 
It was only when the . troops \first ii.at~. say,milit~~~~ts': : 
moved through Pleiku, and saw {IJ1ese,mch~de•ll;.marme'c:t;y1s1on; 

,in, tile; tense, city; .. of? Da Nang,' 
fellow; sol~iers destroying g11s laiid tfi(. nation's,'ah;J?oirhei divi7 
and ammunition. ·supplies, that ts ion.;· whose .. _,thre~ .· 1~~f:nts;, 
the unit ·realized· •the Govern-' :of' 2;:400 me,m each,. are· divided\ 
ment was abandoning .th~. Cen- :betw~n Pa, l'Jang; the co~stal; 
tral Highlands, , ;-_ :·.'.:; 1 .. , , : , 1city;· of,, Nha Trang, ancl' saigon.1 · , , · (TherGare,abo~ado~en,.l'.~ei:1, 

"We were ve1i ;angry,' very 11'.8gi.m¢ll!ts: -• a, 0ne8)-lffll)re,sstve! I 
ashamed," the officer 'told a /gro~but; _the: . batUe. Iosse_~l . 
visitor recently in Tuy Hoa, tin\. ~ei;e; units ar,e, .. heavY and, , 
coastal city 235 ml.Ie(northeast · , /t):!~;Jiave)been: s.edou~lji':w:ea~: f 
of Saigon and a _refuge point : ie~ 1?Y: ri!,any cases, ~;he'.om 1 

, :addimon: in, it!he: €entra.tlfigh, 
for tens of thousands fleeing . ilandif , · . · _'.: .··,,: ,;.•· : , 
the highlands.· "We:, wish we i; ·c~;: the 'bulk;' of ~~ _;.1,J 
oould fight to the,;.death. Jt's ; ;Gov.e.rnment infantry• d1v1sfops, 
a shameful death by retreating : ;hav~ pl'()vedt v:ul11er:able, · ,llnd; 
and starvation and ·sniper fire. I :s~a:kyl;/SQl_lle• sources, .say 'tliat . 
o;i the road." --~ - :-·-- .. ~ ':th~•-!1~rtion1 r.ate: .may: b.e as· , 

. . . ·. ·• - .---·-'high·' as: 24,0.00.1 a month, ~nd: 
:"no~~er off1~~r. !!1-;~l!Y Hoa :South Vietnamese- casualties, 

said: Y,e are ~ot .:cowards.· ,including kil1ed• and. wounded; : 
Why did we do this?'" · \ : : :totafabout l',000:a day., .. · 1 

In Da Nang .today,; a First - · · · · -- -~ 
Division major, with' helmet 
and field pack, told some visi-

See SAIGON, Pg. 2 
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';·-The,. anny; with• no ammunt:-:-
1 ;~~11•to,waste,.sca_11t~!!'- ~!>_!!_itt;. 
, · and haphazard lilr support; has,, 
f itµrj:te~t; in- SQme, sloppy ~.or•, 
, 'mances. An-example is1,the (lllse,. 
: : ~fcB.lii,1.c Mei Tbu,ot, tlle highlaJI:$[ 
· · city 'whose: unexpected. faU to.1 
. the. - ' Communists, prompted· 
· Pre$iident Nguyen · va:n: Thieu 

• ; to.,.abandon 'the. northern. ·two-·: 
thirds1of ~ natl~ . . · , 

Re1iable 'militar}:,soul'Ces..said ·' 
j 'that, '_€o~uiiiist' deina:lition. ! 
i ; moo., slipped mto, the t.own. af~er , . 
' : midnight on. ~arch, 16;. while 

most South- ~ietnamese troops. 
: were: in·:their,camps;. the .. provin­
. cial· ~dqµa~)'.~ an.d· the rear 
, headquarters of. the: 23d _lnfa,11,-, 

try Division: Qt)lief ,soldiers had. 
left thei'r caimps· to spend• the 

. night: in town with their fami-
lles. 

,. 
Not Much of a F:lght 

Milita!:¥ sources said'that the•', 
f,. . Comrriuriii~ts began their attack . 

.with, on}i' one .battalion1 of' de-:· 
· molition ~men-about· 500:.....and; 

that mosf Government soldiers, 
: : b'arricaded themselves· ~n, their 
' camp, and homes. The sources; 
' said tha(there was scant shoot-

Ling; Communist troops . seized· 
the-,local ~m.munition depot: and.­

. a landing!;gtl'ip• without a· fight, 
and North Vdetnamese- tarill;s 
were -ih,:,the city by; . mid0day; 

At'·the'l!same time Mr: Thieu, 
was ·· rei:i<ii-tedly· adv.ised: that· 
only-one <::hinooktransport hel­
icopter. was availabl.e to ferry 
in- reinforcements; In· earli'ei• 
years tl).~i::e would,. have bee.m 
dozens, ::t 

In any.1.:event,. accor-ding, to, 
reliable· ,,rsources,. there. was. 

._ scarytfightirig• in·. Ban: Me Thuot. 
, and· whew.a Vietnam, Air Force 

plane, flew over· the• city· most. 
of. Ban,,:Me Thuot was, intact,. 
One reli~I,le account. said. that 
the next.ri:moming: when, Ban 
Me. Thuot~resiuentsJooked out. 
then: doors;: they saw. North 
Vietnamese e~rywhere; . . _. 

One.' . kiiowledg~le. South 
Vietnamese S0l!l'C.e said:; "the 
Baa Me Thuot,resiideats b,eg1111-
fea~f ~ oity o*, of . fear 
of. alt"., force boni.bmg: .. They. 
crossed ·,::communist·· . troops. 
matich•tni'fei•!y• in:to,:the; ci!,Y: 
They wererwall.lcing: m•. OPP.051te• 
directions,'.'aoo• the: Commlllllist: ' 

. soldiersiW.ei::e di'essed liike,_ the: 
· ARVN' buf wearing: rubbet san•. 
dais: . instead. of boots. _ and: . a 
red:.: at::\'no\md '\\ith. a .. yell(?W 
~af; ~ey,: did· not. pay ~ecial, 
atrt:ent1on:to the, refugees, 

.• The'"fall of.' Ban· Me· Thuot;, 
a, decisive psychological' and\ 
military olow: 0to,·d>:e cmy, 'Y89 
:followed ·,bv a. sernes of. quick 
. reversals:ii,Toe important . d!is,. 
:trict . town. df, Khanh, Duong 

· ~- Route 21 .leadlrig ro the 
South China Sea· and• about 
45 m~tes: northwest ot NJla, 

_Tran2_'Y8S.J~Pi4!Y . o,,verrun. --~ 



, One Vietnamese source- sai4' 
: !t, .fell ~i~out..a: -~t; .resuiJtjn:g, 
. 111 the fi!ght of· S1X ba1Jtaldons 
: of ,the. Regionat F:orce, or. ll>C~ 
1 miiliti11,, and· elements: of an• ex~' 
. pert aii<bome• bl'igade ithat· hadi° 
' 'been. .evacuated: earlier f.rom: 
· the_ nollthern: J)I'.Ovmces tQ de--
, fen'1' ~,:· !iirea· U'Ound'l l'.fua 
Trang on .the coast; · 
. These sources alJso.,reporfthat 

· 1n; the_. last' few:_. days ~' -~ 
_of tam Ky,, caipitail· or, Quan1: 

: Tm· Province, etso.. fell: with 
: little. resistan<ie,.: ibhua iblo\:khli 

the. roa~:~J,ith,, 1~'. I:if l':f iing., 
1 the; ,nation's'· largest city; -.after· 

Saigon.~ pa_ Na:ng1 now:- ·seems; 
on 1;Jie, v,erge: of. falling' and. a. 
majo1;~-evacuation. of-. 1'.efugees,, 
residents,: and, '·Americantt. is, 
imder'::wiiy. . . . .. 
. · ·_ C#it~lng_ ~lthdrawat: . __ .·· ., -
: •. Many Wf~ese 1:1.QW: . be, 
lieve .that·amiy;-morale _ds, crack~-

: ing, iimi.ft~ the rapid. and. coit,­
' f~'.wi~and-~d~. 
1 up Nortlh{Vietmme~ . ass!llilts, 
, B_eyQ1¥1 ~s. Ith~ are ~dtl"ca, 
. t1ons tha:t: fresh· North V1etna:,. rnese ·• trg_ops . have dnfiltraied 

into the south, b~g in-nea: . 
vy artj:ll~ry •. end ihundreds"'of• 
t~ · -.~Ii- Sam-7.r. a.nti!iircraft 
missiles. t . • • , , · · ,, 
: "There; are nOII:, ~- gung, 
ho :typ·es;left;'.'. salifone know!~, 

: edgeable~· Vietnamese · ,witti; 
' 'cl9se';~ontaiots in· the ,.G.~em'.: 
' ment/ "Now.· th8Jt there .. are· na: 
_rngre:::.a~$2'~ '#n~ with, enemj,, 

J· power:.· wh:at' 1t·:-ds, :_the, ·ooys, 
miJ?ht choose m run· ratliei' 
fight and due m '1lh.e days. to 
come." . . 
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,,,: , ,WAsHINGTON STAh 27 APRIL 1975 (28) ~- · · ! 

Hill . Debate on (vacuation: 
: ' . . 

Re()perls Old Wound~ 
DJ Waiter Taylor EVEN AS . FORI> was · · For many .of the 92 fresh-\· 

\Yaabingllll Star Slaff Writer, proclaiming in New . Oi:- men nj~mbe~~ o_f ih1(Hou~e,1 
Presid$nt_ Ford's ..........,_·.,. leans last week that so far so!?le' .of whom_: go,t.-.t~e,ir; 

•~'f~V as• America is concerned. · 3tart iri politics on the front 
for clarification or his au- the Vietnam war "is finish, lines .of the aiiti-w'ar move-. 
thqrity to µse Marines to eel," the House was ioc.ked ment, the question was ,orie 
evacuate Saigon lilis rekin- .in a titanic debate over per- of the most. clifficiilt , they 
died the passions that for milting the use of U.S. ritilis will be .asked to face. as 
nearly a decade divi~ed the 1 • 1 t nation over United States -tary • forces. to rescue eg1s a ors. ... , ... 

Americans and endangered ,)'I've. been .fig,,_hting, 
involyement in Indochina; Vietnamese · from belea- against this (bieepini) ·war 

After nearly t_wo weeks of guered Saigon. · . for 10 (bleeping) , years," 
bitter debate, final eon- It was. cle. ar that many· Rep. John. L. Burton·, one, 
gressional passage of legis~ f h · I d t Id · members of. the chamber r~s man ea_ e~. o ,. a re•. 

DEBATE -- CONTINUED ------·---·-.... 
•·once we send military 

forces back over there we 
are launched on a cause in 
an unchartered sea," Seib• 
crling asserted, "and we 
have no way of knowing 
when we are going to be 
able to get our forces back 
home again." 

Riegle characterized the 
authoriiation as a "blan~ 
check" that the President 
could use to launch offen­
sive actions against the 
North Vietnamese. 

At perhaps the fflOll 
dramatic moment in the 
debate, the always strident 
Be!Ja Abzug, her face red• 
'dened and contorted in 
rage, gained the floor, wav­
ing an Associated Pret9 
bulletin ripped from one of 
the House news tickers. l_ation afffrmi"g, th'ose shared .\he fear._expresse.~ , ,P.orter ~11tiiide the ch!l,mber., 

powers is '•expected· within by De!llocratic . Leader ... Now I m suppos~d ~o vote,. 1 
tbhe next few days. Possibly . Tho in as p. (Tip) O'Neill . to .. sel)d the Marm_es. back "A U.S. MARINE battal• 

y then, the 30-year-old D. M , · ·. · ·. · · . • '· • .. ' . ,in " • . . · .. · /1: . . Ion has landed at Vung Tau, 
,strug~le, ,_in. Vietnam '1,will ,;;,i''.•'•W~~t ',ih~~peri~>; a~i~.4 . -B~rio'n,, _D~C~lii.'. ·_~hose South Vietnam, near Sai• 
. h_,ve !,nded _an~ .t~~- qu,es7 · O'Neill, "if our, troops are , :,~rather :Ph1ll1p 1s cha1rll)3:n gon, to help evacuate 
t•~n of recomm1,tt1ng troo,ps ambushed \vhile ihey are: of, tbe Ho.use Den;ipcratic Americans and South Viet• 
will be moot. . . .• .. . over there? What happens , Caucus, led an unsu.~cessful namese ... " she began to 

aut th~ machmahons of . if we _have troops.who are 1_5-ho.ur pa11liame1Hary read as, for the first time in 
, both _chambers of Congres~_., missing in action?" . . fight to-.prevent e11actment hours, a hush fell across the 

parti.c,ul~~ly Jhe ~ouse,;_ ~n , , _He quoted from ~- ,ne_ws- of the evacuation bill. chamber. "The reports said 
cons1der1ng-the Pres\dent s •. paper clipping tliat said the landing took~ place 
r~quest have sh~~n _.t~a.t .. California, o!ficials .are ALLIED WITH hiril were Wednesday night." 
V_tetna~, has.t.he slime ~m- ma!dng preparations ,to re• many of the established Then, as Mrs. Abzug's 
s,ve .impact· ~n· ·many ceive from 600,000 to 1 mil- • House doves of the .. -1960s words registered, tremen-

1 Americans that 1t did b_ea lion Southeast Asian refu- and early 1970s; some . of dous cheering and applause 
fore t~e . Unit~~ , St~tes , gees·. · · 1 wliom were instrumental in rose from the Republican 

' pulled ,1ts remammg com.: .the passage of several end- side of the chamber with a 
bat soldiers from that coun- , "D,O ANY ·op us think. the-war measures in 1973: few Democrats joining in. 
try more tlian two years for one minute tl;lai we 'cari · Reps. Bella S. Abzug, D- · "I ask unanimous con-
ago. . , . evacuate 600,000'to 1 million N.Y.; Charles W. Whalen; sent ... that those who ap-

Suspiclori.that tlie' Presi- (refugees) _without:· being , R-Ohio; Elizabeth· Holtz- plaud here join them," Mrs. 
dent and Secretary of State back in the quiig~ite· that maµ, D-N.Y.; John F, Sei~;- Abzug snap11ed. 
Henry A. Kissinger stm .~e, w_er~ )n, four r~ars_ ag~;' I er}il% P-Phj~; ~oriald W., From the Democratic 
cling to hopes of salvaging six years ago·, eight years ·•Jl1egre,, 1 D,Jl.1,ch; :.~n.d .Paul side, an even louder cheer 
the moribund Saigon. re- ago?''. · ; ·· N.-.McCloskey; R-Caljf. went up. 

· ' t d I th · h · { Se·e . DEBATE, Pg• _
6

_f···) ·1 (The AP story, wht'ch g1me cu s eep y . roug ,".There is. no wljy you c,an· 
the Congress, showing -no· d.o it;" was O'Neill's answer quoted Japanese newspaper 
respect for partisan lines or to __ his owri quesUon. . I stories, later was denied by 
traditional 'labels; · · both the State Department L---'--~---------------·-_ .. ___ .. · ___ · ... : __ . -· I ! and the Pentagon and was, 

in fact, incorrect.) -
FOR THE MOST part, 

those members of the 
House who in the past had 
been most outspoken in 
support of the U.S. war ef• 
fort left the debate to 
others, although there were 
occasional references to the 
way things might have 
been if the war had been 
fought differently. 

·~~:~ 
But-most other hewks 

and former hawks either 
took no part in the debate -
like Rep. F. Edward He· 
bcrt, D-La., who ha1i pub­
licly vowed last week to be 

Rep. Wayne L.-Hays, D­
Ohio, for example, rea­
soned that if Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee 0 had 
had the same privileges · 
that the North Vietnamese 
had, if every time he re­
treated across the Rappa­
hannock _River nobody t 
could pursue him, then one 
of two ~hlngs would have 
happened: either the South 
would have won the war, or 

(i· h-r 
(OU 1- ~) 

DECLASSIFIED 

it "{OU Id still b9 going OD," 



DECLASSIFIED 

"the last man down" in the 
fight for continued military 
aid to Saigon -:- or quietly 

. voted against the bill, like 
Reps. Richard ·H. ·· 1chora, 
D-Mo., and Delbert Latta, 
R-Ohio. ' 

Left' to fight for Ford's 
request were the political 
moderates - and, in sever­
al instances, liberals who 
had fought U .s: . Involve• 
ment,in the war. 

none 'was perhaps louder 
than that of Rep. Donald M. 
.Fraser, D-Minn., a· long• 
time-war critic. 
· "I know there are risks 
here in giving the President 
some discretion," Fraser 
told his colleagues, "but I 
believe the constraints that 
we can write in this bill. to• 
gether with the political 
constraints which are so 
overwhelming, would dic­
tate that the President 

REPUBLICAN moderate could not really use his au-
John B. Ander10n, R-I,11. thority to do something that 
chalrmlln .of t11e House nobody in this Congress 
Rep11bHr111 Conferuce, wants him to try to do. 
counaelled trait hi Preai- "I &m not saying that 
dent Ford. there is no risk, but the hu-

"There ii only ont C<tn• manita11ian responsibilities 
cluslon I can come to," tie are enormous. These (the 
1ald, "that my friend• ,., S011th Vittnamese) are de-
are as di1traugbt u t.l!,1y cr.nt people. They are peo-
are becao■e they loqk ba1:k pie who ha.ve worked with 
over the whole tra;tle u,. They have been marked 
record of our tnvolvem·ent ud identified. 
In Vietnam ud they think "We owe It to ourselves; 
only Nixon, and they do not we owe it to our sense or de-
realise that the man who is cency. and humanity. not to 
now President of the United engage in offensive actions, 
States has no. intention or- - -but to form the kind of 
relnvolvlng lhit country ... " defensive posture that will 

In appeals for· reas~n. enaiile 11s to aet out as 

!'lan1. of them as possible." 
-WHEN THE FIGHT 

finally had ended, the 
House· had approved, 230 to 
187, a measure granting 
Ford the authority he had 
requested, but with the 
stipulation that any troopi 
sent back to Vietnam be the 
minimum necessary to as• 
sure the safe evacuation of 
Americans and their de• 
pendents. 

Differences between the 
measure and a Senate• 
passed. bill . were quickly 
reconciled by a conference 
committee the next day, 
and the Senate gave final 
arproval to the legislation 
on Friday. The House is ex­
pected to pass the compro­
mise bilJ early this week 

· and send It to the White 
House for Ford's sigr;c:,tute. 

Only then will Congresa 
bow for certain "'hether it 
has helped ensure a safe 
evacuation of Vietnam or, 
as some have suggested, 
approved ·a second Gulf of 
Tonkin resolution that could 
plunge the nation back Into 
the Indochina War. 
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·\NP Last Stand ' . ~- w~' ~~}$rt<rd~:J/_ 28 J\PRIT, '1975 

J Selection1 of New S~ig~U chief Should Prevent .. 
Bloody Fight, Permit Peaceful U.S. Evacuation~ 

By ROBERT 1-0:ATLEY 

Staf! .Reporter of THE ,v ALL STREET JounNAL 

WASffiNGTON-That .final big be.ttle for 
Saigon apparently_ will never take place. 

Yesterday South Vietnaip.' s legislature­
spurred by the· first rocket attacks on the 
capital in four ·years-named that cou'ntry·s 
third president in a week. It told retired 
Gen. Duong Van "Big'" Minh to form a 
"government 01 negii"tiatlon·· to· end three 
il.ecades of war against the Communists. In 
realistic terms, that means surrender. 

Once a new cabinet is namecl, it 'is ex­
pected to begin talks with.Communist :forces 
that now surround Saigon. The result could 
be either a coalition government controlled 
by the Marxists or an outright take-over by 
the Communists' government structure, the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government of 
South Vietnam. 

Either way, it will ple.ce the o(ficial 
stamp of failure on what has been a central 

,_ 
I 
I 

, America_n policy for some 20 years. Five 
Presidents have tried to prevent the Com­
niunlsts from seizing power since South . _, 
Vietnam was created e.s · an independent 
i;tate In 1954, and now the effort is over, De-. 
spite 1;1any exuberant sightings of ''.light at 
the end of the tunnel," the task proved Im-
possible. , . · 

A Familiar, Fa~e ' 
Saigon's new president Is, In fact, an old 

face. Gen. ilinh ( called "Big" because of 
his size and in order to differentiate him 
from. another Gen. · Minh) was nominal 
leader o! ~he 1963 coup that overthrew and 
killed. former President Ngo Dinh Diem, 
America's first ally there. Gen. Minh then 
headed the. successor government for. three 
months __ befo1·e . another coup deposed him. 
As chief of state, he proved to be respected, · 
affable and Ineffective, the kind of man who 
probably, won't give the victorious Commu­
nists any serious problems. 

After his own ouster, Gen, Minh Jived In 
exile·,_ before returning to Saigon several 
years ago. Then, he was pteve·nted from 
running in national elections against Ngu• 
yen_ Van Thieu, the _president who quit in 
disgrace a .week ago. Since the time that he 
was prohibite~_from l'Unning, 'Gen: Minh has 
appeared apolitical .. He has been noticed 
mostly for his tennis and Delphic public 
statements, which indicated dislike for Sal-

. gon's rulers but didn't commit:·him to any 
specific policies. , 

In I r~cent weeks, Communist sources 
have indicated that the Provisional Revolu­
tionary Government would do business with 
Gen. -Minh but not with any-members of the 
so-called "Thieu Clique.''. This forced Mr. 
Thieu's successor, Tran .Van Huong, out of 
office yesterday. . 

Pre~!;! reports quoted a Communist 
spokesman, Phuong ram, as saying yester­
day that "anyone who loves peace ... 
would be acceptable." Such comments have 
been interpreted as tacit approval of "Big" 
Minh, although the Provisional Revolution· 
ary Government hasn't said specifically that 
it wm deal even with him. _, __ _ 

The conquering ommlinists, directed by 
the North Vietnamese government 1n:Hanoi, 
may choose to apply what's left of the 1973 . 
Paris agreement,_ which was supposed to. 
end the war. If so, the next step will be cre­
ation of a. tripartite; govermnent t6 rule the 
.s<luth. Q_en; Min_l!_w?uld hea<! the Sa.ig<>n fa~­
tion, the' Provisional- Revolutionary Govern­
ment would provide the Communist faction, 

See SELECTION; Pg. 8-F 

SELEC'l'ION - - CvN'I'INUED 

and a so-called "third force" ot neutmlists 
-almost certainly to be Conummlol-con· 
trolleq--would complete the regime. 

R~al power would b~ excrclscdj b)' th~ 
Communist, or Vietcong, political operators 
who would replace p1-esent Saigon bure:ut­
cro.ts in key positions. E,·entually, ·analyst~ 
ht•re expect the two Vietnams to be unified 
under Hanoi's control, prohably.,!afler n 
carefully managed re!erendum, 'Although 
the Communist force that surrounds.,SuJgon 
is called a Southern organization by Hanoi, 
:'>orth Vietnamese divisions and party om-
cials dominate it. . 

Some 150,000 troops now encircle the 
city, while others )"Cslerday captured theh 
:3rd provincial capital (out of 44) in SouU 
Vietnam. These setbacks, pllll! a realfaatlor 
that new American military aid isn't poasi 
ble, have damped brave talk in $a.Igor 
a bout a last-ditch battle. r 
Avoiding a Last Stand 

"W~, are beaten, we accept humilia· 
\ion." Tran Van Lam, the senate pr~sldenl 
and former foreign minister, saicl yesterday. 

The selection o! Gen. Minh should permit 
two things of importance to Washlngh:\n. 

One is a peaceful surrender of Saigon 
,·ather than the much-feared last f,'·tand, 
which would damage the city and cau e un• 
Loi[! deaths. Saigon is packed with re ugee~ 
who would get caught In any crossfi~e and 
who would suffer from food shortages and 
panic !! a battle occurred. A disgulsctl sur­
ren6u, therefore, Is the most humanb way 
to end the war; it will also permit thb win­
ners to take onr a functioning city. \ 

The Provisional Revolutionary Govern­
ment apparently prefers a quiet take-over 
and exercised much military restraint re­
cently while Saigon's ·politicians squabbled 
about the future. Yeste.rctay'a roc~et attacks 
were small-seemingly more reminders o! 
rcalitv than serious efforts to Inflict dam· 
a~c. 

0

'fhc U.S. nnd French ambassadors 
h;;vc been active in the effort to get Gen, 
:Hinh named quirkly and presumab!Y have 
communicated "·ith Hanoi vra· the French· 
embassv there. Jt';; also believed that the 
Soviet Union and China were asked to lnllu­
~nce Hanoi away from a. military conclu­
sion. 

/~-~ 
+4-~ 7S 
_ If· 'l~ r v- f?-r" 
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hundred thousand people leave for South 
---- - - - - ------- - -- -r-- Vietnam and elsewhere. This time, of 

Second. a cease-fire and political ncgotia- course there Isn't any similar haven avail• 
\ions should permit peaceful evacuation of. able f~r such large numbers. 
the :ipproximatcly 1,000 Americans left 
there, plus e\'acuatlon of many South Viet­
namese who might be in jeopardy when the 
Communists tal:c control. As of last Satur• 
day, the U.S. had already flown 30,000 Viet 
namcse to staging areas In the Philippines 
Guam an.d Wake Island, and the a.irlift ci:· 
\inues. :iliost are bound for the U.S., which 
has t:ikcn legal steps to permit 132,000 Viet­
namese to enter. 

Just how many want to leave and· how 
rn:iny the victors will Jct go remains · un· 

ri,nown. But when Communists took power In 
''\'orth Vietnam _in 1~54, they let several 

What U.S. Diplomats Will Do 
It's possible that all American diplomats 

won't leave Saigon soon. The U.S. still rec­
ognizes the existing South Vietnamese gov­

, crnment, cmrently headed by Gen. Minh. It 
n1ay also recognize any government that re­
sults from negotiations during the next !ew 
days. That would permit continued use of 
the large American embassy there. 

In fact, Vietcong 'spokesmen haven't 
called for total U.S. withdrawal. They ·say 
the present ambassador, Graham Martin, is 
unacceptable because he was s1\<:h a strong 
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~up porter of fcrm~r President 'l'l1icu ( too 
much: so, ~ay son1e Washington ofl!d:ils). 
The Communists also want all U.S. military 
advi,crs out, a tondition that may be n1ct 
today with the formal cloourc of th~ An,ni­
can deten5e nt\ache's office-- a massive 
complex dubbed "Pentagon East'' when the 
U.S. had 500,000 troops in the country. 

But some diploma'.s could siay llchind as 
enr.-oys to the next Saigon government. The 
Communists may decide that kccpiJ1g an 
American embassy there would give extn, 
international respectability, a:J ,s-cll as a 
chance for U.S. economic aid to fcC'u and re­
settle refugees. Observers in Saigon believe 
that the· Provisional Re.volutionary 'Govern­
ment Is' eager for American reconstruction 
assistance. 

• 

• 

• 
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Red Rockets Hit. 
• - • ,· J • 

t • • \ : 

:· Heart of.Saigon;; 
Tanks on.M0Ve

1

, 
' . -------------

[v_ f/!;, 2. 7 ~ 'l:h . 
Succession Moves· . 

' ' 

j SAIGON (AP) - Viet Cong gun:. 

1
ners fired four rockets into the center 

!Of Saigon before dawn today in the 
1 
first ,such attack since the signing of 

: a cease-fire agreement in January ' 
; 1973: · · • 

Saigon .command spokesmen .said ,: 
: six persons 'were killed and· 22 were 1 

, injured by the Soviet-made rockets. 
\ The rocket attack came amid 
, speculat\on that· G~n. Duong Van ' 

(Big) Minh; regarded as a neutralist, 
·. would shortly take over the -reins of . 

, ' gove'rnment . from President . Tran 
Van Huong as a step-in'·opening ne-

' gotiatio1is with the Viet Cong. 

1 
THE SAIGON COMMAND also re- . 1 

ported today that North Vietnamese l 
I and - Viet.:.._cong,J~rces. b~c.ked by i 
; tanks· launcl}e_d' an offensive with a• I 
strike within 20 miles of the· capital. 
It said that four tanks were destroy­
ed in clashed at Long Thanh,. a dis.• 
tri~t capital. 1 

The command said that the rocket 
attack on t)le capital set a number of 
houses afire. A small blaze also wa~ 
started · at the government-owned 
Majestic.Hotel on tlie riverside. 

The rockets could be a show of 
impatience -by Communist. com­
manders·, whose forces are within 
easy striking distance of the capital 
and its demoralized defenders. Al­
though they have · captured three­
quarters of South. Vietnam since .. 
launching their offensive in Marcp 

·they .have made no major ground at-
, tacks on Saiion. · · 

There is speculation that they are ~ 
i holding back on ariy batt_le for the I 
, city, thinking they can gain its cap it- I 
: ulation by political means. i 
t ·---- • I I THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE gov- I 
ernment has' been making frantic ef- , 

Jgrts for the past week to form an i 

I . 
South Vietnamese President Tran Van Huong reviews ' 

· the_~rds of honor at the Senate bui!~lll§ ~~~lgon.,. 
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1 administ11ation acceptable · 
· to the Viet Cong for negoti-
. ations to end the fighting. 
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A Viet Cong statement INSTEAD, the assembly 
broadcast by Radio Hanoi ' unanimously approved a 
warned that time was run-: two-point compromise . 
ning short .'and urged citi- resolution giving full sup-
zens to rise against the Sai- '"port to Huang's peace ef- · 
gon government."We are fort's and saying he. could 
facing ihe crucial moment "if necessary, , choose a 
of the cause of the complete · man to replace him." 
liberation," it said. It also specified that 

With Huong expected to Huong's . successor . wopld 
make .);ay for Minh, parlia- have to be approved by the 
mentary maneuvers yes- , National Assembly, in ef-
terday left the way ()pen for . feet making it possible to 
Huong to. step down without circum:vent the constitu- . 
losing ,face. tiorial provision•, thl;)t puts 

THERE WERE predic- sf nate Presj~~'!!jln y~n_ .. 
tions that Minh might t.ake -------,'-----------+-----,--,------~--

1 over the presidency . as Lam next in. line jto the administrative. capital of "I don't understand why 
early as today in a move · presidency. Lam is ~ought Vientiane · arid the royal _tJl!: Khmer Rouge want re- , 
aimed at bringing negotia- unacceptable to th~. Viet capital of LuangPrabai:tg; - venge on me," he said in an 
tions with the'Communists __ ._,CQng for negotiation( Laotian Defense Minister interview with the Asso .. ci•-· 
before an attack on Saigon. , The vote· was 123-:0 Sisouk Na Champassak has ated Press. "I am only.'a 

Huong, 71, who succ;eeded : , among· the. members claimed that at least 15,000 · rice farmer. I quit politics 
to the presidency las£ Mon- : present from both houses. Pathet Lao troops took. part 16 months ago." · - A 

1 day· when · Nguyen' Van ; · The president of the 60- in the fighting. He also said In Tam was forced (9s 
Thieu resigned, has been f · member senate, and the about 35,000 · North Viet· premier in Decemtier 1973 
rejected as . a negotiating I speaker of the 159-member · namese soldiers were in the because of differences with • 
partner by the Commu~ist~. I lower house did not vote. southern ·• panhandle. of former President Lon 'Nol 
Minh, a retired general, is ' ; In his address ·to the Laos, 'along · routes to over seeking ,recon~iliatitin-: 
believed to' be acceptable to · : body, Huontt sharply at, Cambodia. and South· Viet0 with the Khmer Rouge. Hij­
the Viet Cong. 7aciced the United.States for nam; • said he ha.ct been living a(" 

More shelling and some : aban.doning South Vietnam. .• The ,Laotian; peace agree; Poipet; on the Calllbodfait~, 
. .gi;:ound .clashes were re- "It is now clear our friends · ment signed in February side of the Thai frontier'; 
ported in government-con- do not want to help us any- 1973 provided for the shar- sin,c.e then. '::: 
trolled sections of the coun- more," he said .. "We. now. ing ·of ministeries and other , In Malaysia, Deputy~ 
try, now reduced to ·_the have no other choice but to· government responsibilities Minister Abdullah' Ahni~it, 
Saigon area and the nee- negotiate." between the two, sides·. Mili- said liis country must learn.; 
rich Mekong Delta to the tarily; the forces of the two from Vietnam to stand orC 
south, but there was no . ELSEWHERE. ·in .lndo-. sides .agreed. to stay.· in its owri feet iil defense niaf-:., 
major fighting. It is gener- china, the pro-Communist. separate zones;· Vientiane ters. "The events in Viet•~ 

· ally conceded that North Pathet Lao announced it1 and ,Luang Prabang were nam should be 'a valuab.1~:, 
Vietnamese forces are in would not. withdraw. its declared rieutraL · " 

1 position to cap.lure Saigon : forces from the strategic lesson to us never to_ dep~n•t, 
at any time but are waiting h L IN B,(NGKOK, Thailand, on o.thers," he· said, ' I.et:, 

; to see if the Saigon govern- positions in nort ern . aos. they be America, Russia or· 
•
1 
ment can maneuver itself gained during recent. fight- former Cambodian Premier China . ., . 

, ing unless the royal Lao · In Tam - mar-ked for death 
into shape for negotiations. f II t f arby if he falls into the ha.nds of · In - Washington,· . Serrate·. 

. Huong, ,·n a speech to the orces pu ou O ne · · · ' ··o·e•·m-·o·c .. r·a·t,·c·····te··a·a·e·r···· •1 ik"'e·· ' ' a . the Khqief Rouge now -rul- lVl 
· National Assembly, had ar;a;het Lao troops seized' ing ca~bodia _ said he is Mansfield express the hop~ 
proposed that it either ap- control of.Sala Phou Khoun, no longer a politician and . that. the the collapse of 

. point. Minh ,president or i a strategic junction .about ~pends his time. trying t_o American policy in! Soutb; 
give liim full ~p.owers to ap- 100 miles north of V,ienti- find a. place of exile for east Asia will be followed 
point a "government of ne- . ane, early this week. It lies himself and 300 followers by new : nationwide goals 
gotiation" that might spare . on Route 13 linking the who fled with him. based on "reality." :;:-1 · 
Saigon from an attack. . ---~♦--

1., -~--~---
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; Hi·II De:bate· ·on Evacuation~ Ji 

ReoP~~s Old Wounds ii 
. : By Walter Tayi&r. . 
Washington Stai Stal! W~iler 

Pr_esident Fordis, ~equest,. · 
, for clarification ot-'liis au" 
thority to use, Mar.Ines• ,fo 
evacua.te Saigon has rekin'. 
died the passions that , for 
nearly a decade divided the 
~ation, over United Stafes 

· involvement in Indochina .. 
, _After nearly two weeks of 
bitter debate, final con- ; 
gre~sional passage of legis­
lation affirmipg those 
powers is expected within 

· - the ,ne•xt few days. Possibly 
by then, the JO-year-old 
struggle . in Vietnam 'will 
h_ave ended and the· ·ques- · · 
h?n 9f recommitting.,troops · 
will be moot. ·. · : 

But the machinations of 1 

both_'chambers of Congress, , 
particularly the House, in i 
considering the Presiderit's ' 
request have shown- that ' 
Vietriam has th~ same· divi-

: sive . impact on __ .many 
: Americans that -it did be­

fore the United- States 
pulled.· its remaining · ci:>'m-. 

• bat soldiers from that"c:oun- · 
try more thah two years: . 
ago.· · . _· , · ·. -: 1 

Suspicion that tlie. Pres\-·. I 
, dent and s:ecretary of Statl?i; ! 
1 Henry A. Kissinger still 
; cling to hopes of s.alvaging 
' the moribund Saigon ·re- 1 

, gime cuts, deeply through, , 
'the Congress, :showing no, , 
· respect for partisan lines or, 
. traditional'labels. · 1 

' EVEN 'As FORD ~as., ' 
procl~iming in Ne.w<·or>. 
leans last week that so Cfar' 

I - as America is concerhed.-, I 

the Vietna·m war "is'finish- , 
ed," the House was :iocked ~ 
in a titanic debate over per- ' 
mitting the use of U.S. milt.:'1· 
tary forces to resiue 
Americans and endangered 
Vietnamese · from- :belea­
guered Saigon. ' · · · · .: · ·,. 

It was .,clear. that . mapY. 
members ;of the chamber 
shared the fear expresse·d 
by Democratic - Leader 
Thomas P. (Tip) · O'Neill; 
D-M_ass · · · · ·· 

"Wh~t happens," ask;cF- • ------· 
. O'Neill, "if ou_r troops1 are · "Once we send mili~ary . 
/ ambushed. while they , ar.e • -"'"'· forces back-over there we 
. ?Ver ther~? What''happens;, are, launched on a cause in 

1f _w~ ha_ve tr?ops ,wpo arl?_ . an yncha_ rtered sea/'I Seib-
m1ssmg m action?"._ , . _ erlmg asserted,· ''an~ we 

He quo~ed_ from ·a n~ws~ , , have no way of knowing 
pap~r C!\ppmg . t_hat . ,$aid.'. v.:hen we are going jlo. be_ 
California officials:, ·are· ----- · :· - --· 
making, tirepai'ati6rti;''to· 'f,e"-'" - ' . --
ceive frcifu 600 iliio'to .I 'in ii-, · able to get our forces back 
lion Soutl'ieast\As'i:in; refu-' ;horpe again." , 
gees. . ~ - · i · ~tegJt;~~ara,cJeriz,ed the 

, authorization -as :a ''blank . 
i ch~W.t::l~a.f_~he l'resident 
c?uld, ~s~ to_ laun~hi offen­
sive,,. a.ctJons .• ,,against the-, 

· North Y,ieJJ}llW~§e.,, . . 

"DO ANY OF US think 
: for one minute that we can 
: evacuate 600,000 to l-.milli<>in.1 
; (refugees) ._ without! 

1
beln,g, 

1 back in the.· quagmire tfoit 
' we wer~ in :four, years ago, 
:, six ye·ars ago, eighi year's 

ago?"_ . 
"There _is no way you can 

do it,"·was 0 1Neill's answer 
to his own que_stion. · 

F.or many .of the 92 fresh-
men members of the House, 

: some of whom got their ·. 
; start in politics on the front' 
I line~ of the antj-war mo.\•e 0 

; melljt, the question was one . 
, of tpe most difficl!lt thej .. · 
: w·m -be asked to face as 
· legislators. · · · 
·,· "I'·ve been· fighting . 
· against this (b)eeping) w~r " 

for 10 · (bleeping,) years," 
, Rep. John L. Burton,. one . 
. freshman leader, told a r~-
. porter outside the chamber. 
, "Now I'm supposed.to vot'tf ,_ 
, to send the Marines ba·ck 

in'' · · , 
·B~rton; D-Calif.,' who's~ : 

brothet Phillip. is chairman , 
of the House Democratic .. 
Caucus, led an unsuccessful .. 

. 15-hour parliamentary.'· 
: fight to ·prevent enactment ! of.the evacuation bill. 

ALLIED WITH hi~ we~/ 
many of the established·; 
House doves of the 1960s 
and early 1970s,' some of, 
whom were instrumental in " 
the passage of several end-

. the-wa"r measures in' 1973: 
ReP.S, Bella S. Abzug, D•. 
N.Y.; Charles W. Whalen, 
R-Ohio; . Elizabeth. Holtz­
man, D-N.Y.; John F.'Seib::-· 
erling, D~Ohio; Donald W. 
Riegle, D-Mich, and "Paul 

. N. Mccloskey, R-Calif. 
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· At " perhaps.-;,, the most 1 

; draLmaOc, m_on,ent in the i 
· debate,;the_ 11lways. strident .1 
: Bel,la. 4bz,ug,.,.her. face .red-
, de~ed ll:!lQ CQntorted in 

ragi,-,gaii'iecl- tbe'.n6or, wav:·; 
ing;. ,ur ,As~ocjated Press 

, bulletin ripped from on'e--of , 
the House news tickers: _ , 

"'A U.S. MARINE battal- : 
ion ·has landed at Vung Tau, : 
South Vietnam, · rlear Sai: 
gon;' ''to; help·· evacuate·' 
AP1:erkans :and south Viet~'. 
namese ·::.': ••· she ··began to : 
readiis;for-the-first time'in ; 
hours;!!· hushjeU'acr.oss·th:e I 
chaplbe~. ::T~e reports sa_id l 
the I landing · took place 1 

: Wednesday night.'!· ' ·' 
. Thent as' Mrs:' Abzug's 
~-wot.as '·'registered, tremen-
1, dou!l:cheeting and applause , 
. rose from the Republican 
1 side of the ·chamber with a 
i few Democrats joining in. 
1 "I ask unanimous con-

sent ... that tliose who ap­
plaud••here;join them;"' Mrs. 
Abzug spapped. __ . 

Frojll',·- the Democratic 
side,, an< even louder cheer ; 
went \JP,: ~ '.: .. ··· . _ 

(The . AP, story; which : 
quoted Japanese newspaper 
stories, later- was denied by _ 
both; the,.State Department -
and th~ Pentagon and was, 
in fact, incorrect.) . 
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FOR THE MOST pai:t. 

, ,had fought U.S. 'involve• 
ment int"the war:' 

those member§. of th~ REPUBLICAN' mQdera~e 
Hc,use ,who.in the, past had , John B .. Ander,son,. R-Il,l. 
beeifi nfc,(f.J>µ,t~poken_: _in chairman .· of-- the House 
sU:pp~rt otth~ ,0_5,. wa~: ef: RepubJjcan 

1
Con_fer,en_c~. _ . __ J 

fort. ·left . .the -.. debate· to , counselled trust 1n Prest- , 
other's, although there were ' F d .. . ' 

. ,, . ,· ' r· . . .. to' the : dent . or. . . . .· ... I 
occas.1ona .re erences .. , 1 «There. is. on1y·_or1e CO!,)• , 
way ,tbings. might h~ve · clusion I can come to," lie l. 
bee1t~iLthLwar,, had been · said, "that my friends : .. 
follg.~t di,!,fer,e)ltJi;. are as distraught as they 1_ 

. R~i/ \\Tayne I:.. Hays, D· ',·are becau·se they
1 

look ba~k 
Ohio; ',for' example, 'rea- . over the . wh~" e trag1c 

· ned tha:t 'if Confederate , record of our involvem~nt 'c.0en. 'Robert E. Lee ''had-~ -'-i~Viet_nam and they .thn:ik 
had 'the1 same privilege~ ! only Nixon,. and they do n~t 

1 th':it'the North Vietnamese ' , reaHze th_at the man wh~.;IS 
I had; 'ii•eveq,: time. he re0 1 : now President Q!the {!mt~d 
l treated: ~cfo~s 't~e Rappa- I St~tes ~as n~· intention ~f ' 
: bannock. ·River· .. nobod_y_ L ; remvolvmg this coui,try ... 
: could pursue.-him .then one · ' .. In appeals for reaso.11, 
, 0 r·tv,;q't'ij1•'rlg~ :wbuld h~ve none· was perhaps louder. 
; hdib:en~~·1; ,,eil~~r1the ~ou(h '. ! than that of R~p. D~nald M. 

would have won the war,,-or I Fraser, D-Mmn., a. logg- . 
it would still ·be going on."· : time war critic .. -... · · · , , 

• · · ·• • 1 • "I know · there are risks 
But most other haw~s ' here in giving the Presidep,t 

. and -former hawks either some. discretion,'•j Fraser 
took no part in the debate - told his colleagues, "but I 

1 like,. Rep. , F~,· ,Eclward H~l. [ : believe the constraints th~t 
bert,. 1:!-L~ .•. :V?h'o ·had pub~_ • we can write in this bill, to-

. licly vowed last week .to be'j , gether · with the political 
"the last man down" m the , constraints which, are so · 

: fight for continued mili~ary '. 'overwhelming, would dic­
ajd to· Saigon - or _quie_tly · tate that the · President · 

. , voted ag~ins~ the bill, _hke,:; · coul_d not really use. his ir~- , 
' Repi;. Richard H .. lchord,,, thority to do something th~t 

D-Mo., and, .Delbert Latta, 1 nobody . in this · Congress •-
RaOhio.. · · . , . wants him. to try to do. . . 

· Left to fight 'for ;F?:d s ''I- am·. not saying that 
request were the _political I there is no risk, but the hu­
rhoderate_s - a~d, m, sever- manitarian responsibiliti~s 
al instances; liberals who are enormous. These (the 

- ·-'-- .. South Vietnamese) are de­
cent people .. They are peo-

WHEN THE FIGHT 
l finally Had' ended_, the 
' Hous'e had approved, 230_ to 
[ 187, -a measure ,granting-: 

Ford· the authority he had. 
requested, but with the' 

l stipulation that any troops. 
sent back to Vietnam be the. 

' minimum necessary· to as-: 
, sure the safe evacuation of. 

Americans and their de~· 
: pendents.• . · ~ · 
r DiJfererices between the· 
[ meaifore c\nd .a Senate•-
; passed bill were . quickly:, · 

reconciled· by,'.a conference 
committee· the · next day,. 

; and the Senate gave final 
' approval to the le_gi~l_atio,n­

on ,r.:riday .-The House

1
1s_ ex-,. 

, p~d'to.pass the cd •. ro-
ni'i'§e bill early this ek, 

' and send it to the Whife 
' Hous·e for ford's.signature.; 

,.. ---••..:..::_-_:-,._-_' 

Only_., then will Cqngress 
know for certain whether it 
has helped ensure a, safe 

i evacuation of Vietnam' or ' 
' as so~e have, suggested~ . _ 

approved a second Gulf of 
Tonkin resolution that could 

· plunge the1 nation back into 
· the Indochina War. 

. pie who have wor~ed with_-···- . 

. us. They have been marked· 
t, and identified. · · 
:· "We ciwe1 it to ourselves'; 
' we owe it to our sense·_of de-
i :cency and. human'ity. not to • 
. eng~eJn--offerisive a~tion~. 
, but to form the kind .of . 
' defensive posture that will 
'enable· us to get out as 
many of them as possibl~." 

~ _ ,.! 
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By Daniel De Luce 
Associated Press·,-

HANOI - This capital of 
Vietnam's revol.u tion 
awaits a triumphant cHmax 
in the South. It' is decked 
with gold-starred red flags 
that hailed the. Khmer 
Rouge victory in neighbors 
ing Cambodia just a few 

· days ago. 

lianoi looks little changed 
since I first saw it.in Febrµ-

. ary 1970; • Some ·buildings 
are a bit" shabbier. Others 
have been, newly p~inte~ .. 
But the .nightly blackouts 
are gone. The airport is 
relatively crowded· with 
international traffic. Men 
and women construction 
workers are repairing the 
Long Binh Bridge over. the 
Red River. It had been 
bombed by American jets 
in the late 1960s and early 
1970s~ · 

THE RICE FIELDS are 
lush green. Young soldiers. 
in new uniforms are in evi• 

, clence almost everywhere. 
Some of them are women. 

Everyone on the streets 
of this former American 
B52 bombing target seem·s 
to expect the Viet Cong's 
National Liberation Front 
to take over in Saigon with­
in a very short time. A mili­
tary briefing . on develop­
ments · in South Vietnam 
was the highlight of last 
night's programming on 
anoi . television, which · 
operates twice weekly. ,The big change .seems to· 1 

· A newly arrived Western be in people'.s feelings: 
correspondent asked a seiF Their elation at the military : 
ior official of the Foreign successes in South Vietnam . 
Minis~ry whether arrange- and Cambodia is unmistak- ' 
ments would be made for a . able. The grim concentra-· : 

f tion. on the war effort no 
press party to · go rom longer seems _the only w;iy 
Hanoi to Saigon to observe of life for Hanoi's citizens. 
a Viet Cong victory. .. They wave at. a foreign 

"ARRANGEMENTS like·- p~otographer to take their 
that' take' time, after 'an picture. Once Jhey: wqultl 
event _has already- tak.~n have turned their backs\"'. 
place," the official replied. . A mausoleum of he~oic 
"But it's possible to go to· size is being constructed in 
Saigon by ,,regular means tl'le heart of Hanoi ·for Ho 
and wait there for the victo- Chi Minh, the late .. North 
ry celebration. It might be. Vietriam¢se presjdent ,.an~ 
some"':~at risky b_ut n~t ' revolutionary leader. 
much. .. . ... 

However, the Foreign ! . 
. Ministry said it has coope"r- . ' "VISITORS · FROM .. thJ 

ated . ~ith t~e Viet ~ong'.s: : South were 4isappointed 
Prov1~10nal ~-evolut1on~ry : when they found. we _had 

· 1 Gov~ment 1~ South V1e_t- · nothing like this," a Hanoi-. 
nam m arranging for a trip official·explained .. "Wewill 
l? Da Nang by _CBS teley1~ provide · them with what 
s1on and Associated Press they have wanted, a.sy.mb!)I 
staffers. Da Nang _has been of our liberation struggle/' 
taken over by the Viet . , ___ . - _ _ 
Cong. The Western corre-
spondents were told:\ "You 
will find· everythi,;ig in 
order. in the liberated terri- · ·---- -
tory. Even the streets are , 
safe at night · - unlike . 
_V{~s.ltingtoi:i, D_.""c'-•-" ___ _ 

-· --- ·-1, The PRG maintains a 
special representative in a 
villa in Hanoi.· In ,1970 for­
eign newsmen were taken : 
to the villa to hear youths 
and girls from South Viet­
nar\, describe physical tor­
tures they said they were · 
subjected to by Anierii:an 
counterintelligence· offi­
cers. Now the topic for a· 
briefing by .special repre­
sen~ative Nguyen Van .Tien,, 
is the quick return· to nor- , 
ma) life of Da Nang, Hue 
and other . southern cities• 

' imaer the PRG. 

Tien is gray haired,, and­
.. he· was wearing a white 
· sport shirt, tan slacks, 
black oxfords and a very. 
happy smile.· 

i . '''Fhe political situation ;n I 
, Saigon has changed," he 

said; chuckling. "Will there 
be negotiations if Big Minh 

· replaces. the old govern~ 
ment? .That's the question• 
asked of ine by many re-· 
porters. We cannot tell be­
forehand. When you talk to' 
our leaders in Da Nang you', 
.will have the opport.unity to , 
ask therri personally." 

Big· Minh is Duong··vari 
Minh, a r_etired general who 
is regarded as a neutt'lilist. 
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i,,t,r Ji;-, l- ? ~> )-
6,000 FIQwn Out 

,, 
United Press International 

1 
·- - The United States yesterday ex;, 
panded facilities in the Philippines) 
,nd stretched its strii;g of refugee. 
camps across . the Pacific t\) tinyi 
Wake Island to accomodate Ameri-' 
cans' and Vietnamese fleeing the war: 
zone in record numbers. 

On Gu'am, which had been the pri-: 
mary stopover point for Vietnamese· 
refugees, U.S. immigration officials' 
w,ere preparing to process up to 3,000-
persons, a day next week for the trip . 

. to the continental United States~ 
' , During the 24 hours· ending at noon 
, Saigon time, ·31 U.S. planes ..,.., the 
· highest yet for a single day of· th~ ' 
'evacuatiol'! .,... lifted .out. over: 6,0.Q0: -
. refugees, most of them _Vietnamese. : 

. i Hundreds.:of·others \\'_~ited at Sai-,: 
· . gon's: "Pentagon _1:;:ast" --Tan· Son_. 
. : Nhut airport -= hopfilg, and ·some--, 
'times fighting, for a flight. . , 
· -.. NEAR-PANIC broke out earlier at'." 
the airport. Vietnamese with· seats; 
already assured on three commer<_ 
dais jets pushed over· children in 
· emigration !ines and -'screamed at. 
of(icia!~ to stamp th~ir___ticke_ts'. 

-;tiout-· 1~000•- viitriamese\ 
were housed at .Clark and 

. . . Subic Bay. . 
Continued Frpm A•l man, who id.entified herself-- The- government cl;cided ' .. 

only as Sister Mary. - on Wake after Guam s ,con-
U.S. officials said that by "We.also heard some sis, ,. vertea, miatary, huts· be- , 

noon yester_day the number ters were sh.cit·. by ·the Viet came o~ercrowcl~d by_ 20,- , 
of Americans still in Viet- Corig. When we reached _ 400 bewildered V1etna~~e : 
nam totaled less than 1,100, Sai·gon .· we_ _ we_re very refu_ge __ es -. 18,000 of them . 
down . from an estimated , e 56 hour 
8,000 Or m,. ore i·n _the cou· n· tr_ y-_ frightened and frightened arr~vmg . in d. onh . ,· .;.:-.,, , 

f h, I ,. period - an t e 1s auu_s 
wheri the Comm.unists or t. e peop ~- , 68 000 citizens began hoard-
began the offensive thai · The . U.~. government ing food. · ' 
overran three-fourths of the temporarily .. suspen~ed , .. · · 
country. · _· e\T_acuation. flights •to qver- • _i WAK;E ISLAND has'; a · 

State Department· offi- crowded Guam, expanded population of 1,100- and-.•is 
cia:ls in Washington gave refugee points to include administered .by the U.S. 
the following breakdown of Subic Bay in the Philippines Air Force. The island, now 
the remaining Americai;is: and· an_nounce~ .~he op~ni~g .. ~• • r~fu,elJng stop between 
143: Defense Departmellt, of a third rece1VJng pomhn Hawaii and Guam, has 
civilian employes, l62_ De-, the ._Pac~fic,. on three•,,, many. empty ·barracks 
fense Department '{llilitary square-m_1le W~ke atoll which officials said would 
personnel, 150 .. Defense De-. 4,ooo·mues elist of.Saigon... --. allow an expansion of ,fa­
partment contractors, 497 THE AIR . FORCE· an-·· cilities to take care of t~e 
oth~r U.S. government em,:. nouncement that it was • refugees. U:S. sourc~s said 
ployes and 143 non-govern- w k p obably could han 
ment w.orkers such as misc,' using the'U.S: nayal b_ase at a e _· r_ . _ • • 

, sionai-ies or Red- ·cross Subic Ba-y, a repair facility die .up to 7,000 r~fugees .. 
workers; .. ·· for the U.S. 7th Fleet 50 On Guam· itself, - U,S. 

miles northwest of Ma~ila, mi_lit~ry autho~ities .were 
THIRTY-FOUR Viet- came after ·Philippines buildmg8a tent city to ho~se 

namese nuns, many .be- President. Ferdinand E. 50,000 of :he 130,000_ V1et­
wildered and dazed from a Marcos ruled that no more namese ·that Gov. Ricardo 
17-hour flight in the hold of.. than 200 Vietnamese would Bordallo has predicted 
a military aircraft, arrived· ti'e allowed at Clark Air might arriv:e. . , .. 1 
in Sydney, Australia, aft_er Base at any one time. The Pentagon said yes- ; 
fleeing from town'to town in , . terday it was sending a 500-; 

: South Vietnam. ~n Am!;!ri_can reques~ •~at man Army contingent; in- i 
' . "l believe Jome. sisters Marcos ease the restriction eluding m_eclics and cooks, 
· drowned with refugees as at · Cla_rk _repor~edly wa_s to assist in caring for refu-

they rushed to escape · \he under consideration. gees. Th_e personnel did not 
" war zones ·on ships and A U.S. military spokes- include combat units, the· 

rafts," said their ~pokes-" m'an said that by last night, announcement said. -
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, 10,000-12,000 Vietnamese · \:, I 

! · Ford ~~t ~':'i2h Risk' Limit 
By Orr Kelly ~~~ the 40,000 . United States will admit as 

.,!'.ashinaton siar _!talf Wriler who came here from Hun- many members of the· 
. President Ford personal- gliry" after the 1966 revolt. families . of Americans or 
ly made the decision that As head of the· Immigra- ·aliens resident in this coun­
'the United States should tion and Naturalization try as can find ways to get 
provide refuge for only 10,- Service, ~apman ha_s de- here. They are expected to 
000 to 12,000 Vietnamese veloped a vigorous policy - total some 80,000, but immi-

. nationals whose lives may scheduled to be put into ef- gration officials said .that · 
· be in danger beca~e of feet in the . co!lling fiscal figure was not a ceiling - . 
their cooperation with this . yeai: - of f1nd1n; . and de- as is the case wi~h the 50,000 
country during the Indochi- porting aliens livmg and figure covering 1the endan­
na war. . · working illegalJy in· this. gered Vietnamese and their 

Immigration Service country .. He ,has. told. Co'!~ families. ___ L. 
Commissioner Leonard F. gress that, 1f given suffl­
Chapman, Jr: - who was cient money and manpow­
commandant of the Marine er, he could . open up a 
Corps during. much of the million. jobs now held by 

1 war - said in an interview such ahens. . 
yesterday that Ford's deci- . ~hapman•~ _decisicm ~o 
sion settled a divisive dis- resist admission to this 

"pute within the administra- country of all but a rela­
, tion over the number to be tively small number of 
; admitted. "high risk" Vietnamese 
· While some' officials · apparently reflects a strong 

wanted to admit hundreds .Jeeling among· members of 
of thousands of what have Congress who do not want 
come to be l called "high large num~ers of strangers 

· risk" Vietnamese, Chap~ suddenly moved into their ; 
man said he arrived at a areas. 

· total of 50 000 - about 10. · The number of endanger­
. 000 to 12 000' of those wh~ ed Vietnamese to be admit­
:· worked f~r the Americans · ted t!) the United States is 
' or held key posts in the no indiction of how many '. 

South Vietnamese govern- may be able to' le~ve Viet­
ment or military establish- ftjlffl to start new lives else-

I ment and an average· of where, Chapman said. But 
four or five family mem- ;if more than the 10,000 to 

, hers for each of the high 12,000 and their families are 
risk refugees. · evacuated, they will have to . 
"I REACHED that figure find ~omes somewhere else, · 

· based on a consideration of he said. 
, what this country can ab- · "THAT WILL BE up to 
1 
sorb," Chapman said.. the United NatiMs 'high 

\ "After all, we .have eight commissioner for refu- 1 

- million unemployed and 12 gees," Chapman· -said.·· 
million on welfare. . · "That's his job." 

uThe 50,000 figure seem- In addition to the "high 
_ed reasona~le~It is roughly risk" Vietn_a.~ese,' th~, 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

L 



• 

DECLASSIFIED 

. U.S;~ ljgf!e~-!~~~eep Sai_g()n Emb~ssy 
By Jeremiah O'Leary 

Washington Star Staff Writer · \ 

U.S. officials yesterd~y 1 

held out the possibility tha.t; 
i the American Embassy in I 

Saigon· m·ay remain open if ; 
there is a negotiated settle-:­
ment of the war in South 
Vietnam without a final : 
battle for the capital. . i 

1 The possibility that 1 

Ambassador ·Graham Mar• : 
tin and essential ~mbaBly il 
officials may stay in Saigon 

· · was raised when reporters \ 
questioned· State Depart•-1 
ment officials here about 1 

the seemingly-slow rate .of 
evacuation of official 
Americans from the city. 

The United States has no 
target date ·tor the total I 
evacuation of all ·Ameri• · 
cans, the State Department i 
officials said, altho~gh 1 
these officials said they had · 
no knowledge of a ~anofs 
disposition to negotiate a 
peace rather than to storm 

1 Saigon with_ military foree. 

THE OFFICIALS. ~g~ : 
gested that if North V 1et• 
nam ·and the Viet Cong 
elett to, negotiate the sur­
render of Saigon rather 
than take it by foree, the.re 
is no final decision that the 1 
American Embassy woul!:I 
have to close. It all depends 

1 

on whether the next few '
1 da,s- result in a bloody and , 

destructive battle for Sai- 1 

, gon or the present leaders i 
, of South Vietnam decide 1o­
; give up without a fight .or 
: can find basis for a negoti- , 
· ated settlement with Hanoi. 

· S t a t e D e p a rt m e:n t · 
spokesma!l Robert Ander­
son said yesterday . the 
United States is making ift. ' 
tense diplomatic efforts to · 
try to get a cea,;e-fire and · 

' to stimulate a negotiated 
settlement, but he refused 

1 to disclose details. These 
diplomatic efforts through '. · 
· other countries are "very 
delicate," he said. · 

· Rep: William S. -Broom: 
field, R-Mich., ai■erted , 

'. tl\at ther~ is a "tacit agree-·1 
~ 1nent," rea.cbed . through 

ihird-country · channels, ' 
that there will be no attack 

· ·cm Saigon until Monday-at 
the earliest to allow the i 

withdrawal . of Americans. I 
But Secretary of Sta!_e i 

. Henry A. Kissmger denied~ 
the claim. . . . , 

, "I don't talk about what . 
' we're doing in the diplo- : 
• matic field, but this was not i 
! accurate;" Klss•inger · said ' 
; when .asked .about Broom- · 
• field's statement. · . . i 
i BROOMFIELD', who i 

originally said he learned of ; 
I the alleged agreement from i 
' ad_ministrat!on ·. ,offieia~ 

r":"- •· ; - -- i 

;-' later acknowledged that he : 
• had· no official confirmation ' 
' from the administraUon. 

But he insisted that the 're­
' port was true. 
· Asked yesterday about·. 

th'e 'battlefield lull in South 
Vietnam, Anderson sai~ he 
could not account for it. "It 

, appears . to be the same ~ 
situation as· ,yesterday 

' .(Thursday)," Anderson 
said. "Maybe there's some- , 
thing on the negotlating ' 
id• H - I s e. : 

. u .s: . officials believe . 
\ Communist forces ~ould · 
i overwhelm Saigon by force . 
i very quick))' if Jbe order to , 
: attack were given. It is still 
r not knoWJ'l, officials said, 
• whether· the Communist 
/ forces have paujed only. to : 
1 

regroup for the° final push · 
1 or whether Hanoi is holding : 

back fOl' a negotiated set• 
' tlement.' 

THE LATEST figures on 
the number of Americans 

: · left in the Saigon area, ac­
cording to Anderson, 
showed were that 1,357,offi• 

'. cial and unofflci.al Ameri• 
\ cans remain there. Ander-
' son said the ~um~r of. -
: Americam; worlung ill Sai-
' gon for the U.S~ 

- · ~ · ~eniment stands at about 
' 1 160 but some of these are 
· ~nii:act empioyes of the 

Defense Department ?nd 
the Agency for l1temali0ft­
af Developmeftt. • 

There are about 870 em• 
. pleyes clirectly conn~ 
with the embassy, and iftdi-

1 cations are that this num­
ber will -not change un~ss 

I there is a renewal of fight-
ing that appears to presage 

• at final battle for the city. 
· · There were SOI Ameri­
. ~ns airlifted from Saigon 
[·Thursday, which. 9ffic~ls 
, said was intended to brtng 
l the number down to 1,100. 

But, unaccountably, . 177 
· Americans who •tumE!d up 
~t the embassy were not on. 
any previous list of ~ .S. 

, ..citizens ruicling in V1!,!t· 
'nam. . · , 
! · The airiift .of Vietnamese. 
· tefugees from Saigon to , 
'..Guam was shut off_ for at 
)east ·24 hours . early today, 
i as'-military officials on that 
1 island said they needed 
i time to prepare for, new 
t arrrivals. · · 
I Rear Adm. G. St~ve· 
· Morrison, commamh:r of 
i NavaJ Foreeil .Marianas 
, said as many as.8,000 re.fu-
1 gees · wm be' dinne4 · to 
'. Wake Island. 

The Pacific Air Poree 
i commander, Gen~ Louis L.' 
, Wilson Jr., ordered a de­
!.tachment of 70 Air Force 
.officers and men to Wake to 
prepare faGilitie6 there. He 
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r-i;-aid additional p~rsonn;I 
I and supplies woyld be sent 
1 to Wake as needed. . • 

The,refugee population on 
Guam swelled to 20,000 
today, the fourth day of 

. "Operation New tife." . 
Seabees and Marines can 

: put up only enough te'nts 
·each day to accommodat.e 
6,000 people, a military 

, spokesman on. Guam said. 
Fligh~ to Guam may be 

suspended as long as 48 
hours, the spokesman said, 

l}l· but plans are_to resume the 

flights. as soon as possible . 
. THE AIRLIFT' of Air 

Force and chartered com• ' 
mercial planes took s·,088 
people from Saigon to C_lark 
Fie~d jn the Philippines and' 
Guam in'the·Thursda,y re• 
porting.' · . 

The total of South Viet;· 
namese who have been 
evacuated was reported 
last night to be almost 19,• 
000. Yesterday. , the planes· 
flew·. 01,1t 3,474 · South Vietr 
namese in addition' to the 
501 Americans. ~ -~ ~ 

-- --~----
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· Senate Approves 
5327 _MilliOn ·for•­
Vietnam·--p'ullout· 

: I __ _j 

By Walter Taylor 
WasllinglOII Star SU:lf Writer . I 

·. The -Senate gave _ quicJt. , 
final approval yesterday 1;0 

rl The bill does not· 
specifically limit the ·num­
ber. of troops that could be · 

, . a Vietnam evacuation and 
! humanitarian · assistance 

, 1_ sent· into the country or the ! 
time they · could remain r 
there. However, ·any mili­
tary· action still would be 

I , measure authorizing the use 
of American military forces 
t9 protect the removal of 
·U.S. citizens and endanger- t 

ed Vietnamese nationals . 
from South Vietnam. The ; 
vote was 46-17. ' 

, Passage c_ame on _a bill 
i _ adopted earlier in the d~y ' 

covered by the War Powers 
' Act, which restricts the 

President's use of military. 1 

forces to 60 days without , 
congressional authorization. 1 

The' conference bill 
authorizes $327 million for 
the evacuation and for bus , by a House-Senate confer-

1 ence committee. The legis- · 
lation represented a coip­
prom ise of separa~~ 
measures passed this. week 1 

by the two·chambers. '---'; · ""' 
The House is expected to i 

act favorably on the c9nfer­
ence bill early next week , 

1 and send it to the ·White 

' manitarian assistance ·. to : 
' Vietnam, with $150 million 

earmarked specifically for 
r~f.ug~ relief. 

DEPENDING ON the. 
cost of the current evacua- : 

' House ·for President Ford's 
signature , 

THE BILL authorizes the 
President to dispatch troops 
to Vietnam, if necessary, to 
rescue Americans and their . 

. dependents from the cur- I 

renv hostilities around the ; -
capital city of .Saigon. · 

The authorization extends · 
)' .to_ the evacuation of endan- I 
' gered Vietnamese nation- , 

als, but only if it is inciden­
tal to the rescue of Ameri- · 

_ca~.!, _____ .----~ 

- tion of Americans and Viet~ '. 
namese from. the Saigon I 
area, a portion of the re- · 
m"aining $177 million also 
c?uld go for buma~itarian 
aid. . · . -
_ The conferees, however, I 

adopted a House-passed i ______ .::._ ____ J 

DECLASSIFIED 

/
provision that limits the aid 
~o areas of the. country still 
in the hands of the' Saigon 

1 government. This proviso 
· apparently would have the 
I ·effec~ of. cutting_ off hu- j 
man1tarian assistance 
should Vietna.m come under 

. total military or political 
control of the Communists 

1- ,According to several Se~ !. 
, ate conferees, a portion of 
: the $1~7· million designated I 

for evacuation purposes · , 
could be used for military , 
aid to South Vietnam, but 

I 
only if such asi,istance 
could be lied directly to 

• resc.ue efforts. 

1
• SEN. I>ICK CLARK, D-' · 

I lowa1 who voted against the 
, measu~e; said the President , 

- - was_ given enough flexibii-" 
! ity by the conferees. to use 
. some of the funds- for "di-
. rect military assistance,'' if 
he felt· it was necessary to ' 
facilitate the rescue of 
Americans. · · 

"It· is clear," Clark said, 
"that a crack has been left 
in the door" 

; If Clark:s interpretation 
i i~ correct; the compromise 
bdl could come under heavy 

I fire in the House. 
i The lower chamber 
clearly expressed its senti-

' ments on providing further 
military aid· to Saigon when · 1 

f-it- reject~d. 394-22, an j 
amendment to its original 
b!ll · that would have pro­
vided $150 million in such 

. a~sistance to the Saigon re-· ,1 

1 
g1me. . · . 1 

OPPOSITION TO the 
compromise . bill yesterday . 
came primarily from ,seria-· 1 
tors_ who complained· that ! 

ithe administration's effort/I 1 

. to evacuate Americans : 
· fl'.Om Saigon without the 
protection of military , 

. forces has progressed too , 

. slowly. • . , ~ · 
: Sen .. Wendell H. Ford, D- '. 
Ky., charged that White 

; House policy is- "to· leave 1 

I American citizens (in Viet-.: 
, nam) to the last possible • 
I minute," to assure evacua- ! 
i tion of Vietnamese nation• · 
1 

als. •. . 
I j 

1 
.. The Senate · neeC,s to I 

, know the rationale behind L 
- -•tnispolfcy," declared Ford, 

adding that he would seek 
such an explanation from 
the President. . 
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Call to Vietna,in: May Be Last I Hear 

. By Ron Shaffer·. 
s~cia.l oo·nw Weshlllgron Post 

At .5 -~·;clo~k 'yesterday 
morning;. the phone rang J!t 
the Arlington: home of Ti;im 
and '.Chi. J;l!lY: .If was' Mrs. 
Ray's Vietnamese- relatives 
in ·Saigon. They talked for 
20 -minutes;- the- women 
cried, the· ~~n tried to re­
main calm, 'she said •. They 
'wanted out. 

''They're · still , clinging to 
hope because I am here," 
Mr~. Ray said yesterday as 
she filled out forms for her 
relatives at the immigran­
tion and Naturalization of­
fice . here. "They . say do . 
something for· 'them-they 
think I am God. But I am af• · 
riad there is · not enougJi I 
can do. I didn't want· to 
hang up b,ecause it may ,be 
the last time I hear from 
them,". 

The Rays were among 
hundreds-of Veitnamese and 
Americans who crowded 
into a steamy District of Co­
I.um,bia immigration . office 
here yesterdday in a desper-

' ate ·attempt to get their rela­
tives out of . Vietnam before 
it falls to the Communists. 

By eT"'!:Hei~rser-The Washington Post 

Vietnamese and America;sis trying to get relatives o~t of Vietnam flood Immigration office at#62S
0

Vermont Ave. NW~ 

They had°been givei;i some 
hope Tuesday 'Yhen Attor­
ney General Edward H. Levi · 
said that about .130,000 im­
IJ)ediate · "relatives of , Vi~t­
namese • in··. this country 
could come . to · the United 
States. ,,·' · '·" ,,·. ,,_ 
; ' That announcement . bas 
sent hundreds of people-­
mostly Vietnamese students 
and businessmen and wives 
of American8to · · the immi­
-jt'.an.tion office at 1025 Ver• 
mcn~lr Ave. NW. They wait in . 
l<>Jl'g lines and fill out forms, 

sometimes identifying 30 or ' 
40 relatives in Vietnam that 
they want 1brought to Amer­
ica. 

Immigration officials have 
added extra personnel''l:and 
provided· · an ; . information 
nlii;nber (382-2826 or 2827)::.• -·. 
·\The immigration reqiiestfi 
are sent to the U.S. Embassy 
in Saigon,. as are pledges .of ' 
financial . support from ·! 
Americans for Vietnamese 
friends they want evacuated: 
"We're .not turning anyone 
away," said one immigration 

official. "We're trying to ex­
pedite everything." 

Mrs. Ray is not optimistic. 
"My people told· me there 
are so many around the U.S. 
'Eipbassy'they can't get near 

'•it,'!· she said. "If they can't 
get the papers .from· the em­
bassy; they ca~•t get out. I 
told them to bribe some­
one." 

Mrs. Ray said she cabled 
copies of her immigration 
requests to her family yes­
terday-at a cost of $250-in 
hopes of speeding their 

. \ 

evacuation. "I send them tel~­
egrams to comfort them,". 
she said. "Money means 
nothing now." 

Mrs. Ray; who works '.at a 
tmvel agericy here, said sheJ 
felt her relatives, who in.:· 
elude pharmacists, doctors' 
and professors, would have) ' 

. no trouble adapting here.· 
Others expressed the same· 
sentiment. 

"Give a Vietnamese. some 
dirt in a handkerchief and , 
he will grow a garden," said · 
Kim Cook, another in line. 

While he waited in line 
w+th ~is wife, Tom Ray, a 
Defense Department pro­
ctj,i:ement analyst, . said he 
w~rried for friends he 
worked with in Vietnam. 
; ;·'.they're just low-ranking 

P,eople; I'm afrai'd they'll get 
~eft 'behind;'! he said. "The 
'cQrrupt oneS-:::.the ones who 
~bquld be killed~will get 
out," Mrs.Ray said bitterly. 
· Like the others in line 
yesterday, Mrs. Ray said her 
relatives would be killed by 
the Communists. 
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PathetLao 
0:rder-ed,-to: -
Withdraw· 
. vIENrrr~NE>i1-~ ~, ·: cJ!it , 
tion gov~r'nm~:nt ·o':f'Liu:>'s'.has 
ordered Pathet Lao troops 
to yield.territory they seized 
this weell: and ordered both 

: warrini factio:Os \to With-
draw 13 'mnes to th'eir origi­

. nal cease-Ure , Po_sftions, '., a , 
, government spokesman said 
yesterday.· · 

Communist and Royalist 
:troop§ were t:old to.leave a 1 

· strategic l!"oad junction at 
:-sala Phuo:<r~oun, 90·,_miles , 
-north of Vientiane, and. the i 
spokesman' .. said a ·_peace-' I 

keeping force of soldi11rs 
from both sides would move 
into the vacated area. 
, .Th.e.sp_okesman als~ sa.id 
Laos, .'·:wn(ch, earlier: had.• 
clolled its Saigon einbass)i . 
and frozen· ,,relations . with : 
tl:le ~aigon· goyernmerit, will_, 
now recogitize the Viet-· 1 
cong's · Provisional Revolu-

. tionaty Government. . · . 1 
- .. .., I 

Danang Disarmament; 
EAST. BERLIN-A total : 

. :of 109,000 Saigon govern- ' 
; ~ent troops were . 'disarmed ; 
. and 6;600' officers· ·are still ; 

ititE\rile_d: by•~ Communist_[ 
· troops in the Danang area, 

the East German news 
agency reported · from Dan­
arig. L • 

DECLASSIFIED 

-~ The agencyquoted a Com- ' 
' munist spokesman in Dan­
ang as saying most . soldiers 
had been allo:wed to return 

, to their· homes but that '.the i 
officers will be interned in- J 

• definitely, . depending on 
; "their reasona'ble view and i 

sensible conduct.", · 
-Many 'interned officers i 

are permitted to receive vis­
itors in the afternoons and 
mothers, .. wives and ' girl­
friends. from Danang· were 
bringing. them . food, the , 
agency said; ' 

:·· A soufce in Danang told ', 
.. Agence France:Presse's Jean l 

Thoraval that soldiers other 
than. officers were released 

' · to civ'ilian · life because they 
' could ·not ·be fed, 

·Thoraval also reported 
that, traffic is mu(!h lighter 
in Danap.g, suggesting that a 
large segment of the middle ' 
class has left the city. Eight-

•. een of 30 lect11rers at tite 
•Jocal university and about 

.-~_: two;tll}rcls ,'gf,' its. -students i 
I ; have returned fo cla~ses~ke 

1
· 

; · reported. · · _ 

· Simon 011 Asia 
. MANILA-U.S. Treasury 
- Secreta~m · E. Simon 

tol<;I a.meeting,of_ t~e Asian 
DeveloJj_ment '-l;li(nk·'that' 'tlic-C:, 
Unitea.:states w}1N1onor. its<· 

_comzriitni.ents and would\1of; 
withdraw from the region, .1; ': 

· -- 'tOur • friends : need · not · 
fear, --and ou:r adversaries 
should ·bew,!re 'of· aqopting 

. policies : _which · are· · predi­
cated on a. miscalculation of 
ouz: finnness of purpose," he 
said iri an · address to seriior 
economic and financial offi­
cia~s from 40 · of)l me.inber' 
natiqns. Cambodia. was ab- . 
a,en;t; ·i·'. · ,:· :. _, , ·) 

. Japan ·cuts Back· · .,./ ·, 
T()KYO.....Japan. !Iras de-; 

cided to cut its aid program I 

. to South Vietnam and will 
route a planned $10 million ' 
in, energency refugee aid 
through the United Nations, , 
Foreign Ministry sources 

said. 
· .- Source's said the govern~ 
ment_has indefinitely post, 

'-Poned·appfovar of -a -30 · mil­
. lion loan to SouthVietnam • 
: for purchase of Japan goods 
: an(l has , dropped negotia-

tions on $23.3 , "11li1lion"' in- · 
grants to Sa~gon~

1 
·~:·~./'.~?. 

1 A Foreign •----,Ministry .. , 
spokesman said that Japan 
feels "_well and adequately : 
protected'-' - by iits security. ! 

: --~ treaty- .- wttii · the - ~ -United ' · 
States despite 'recen U.S. 

policy reversals in Indo-
china. . 

F'rofil·_~t~~f! rel>_brts ~!ld ~e:ws_ ~~Patches. 
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: A' P'ersistent Vietna,mese 
-~-~----- --+---~-----~---'--"-------- ·--'--- I 

1 'Peasant Def ieS At"filleij-=fJ(J?' 
- . - - ----- --- --- --- .. ---~ --~- -- -------- I 

By Colin Smith let called Hungnghia, which 'with four unnamed Montag-
Lolidon Observe~ is settled on a small hill, re- nard [tribesmen of· the 22d i 

, SAIGON-There i;;; 'about, ally riot much ·more than a C:0lontal Infantry ~egime·nt. 
--·-tl1e- · Vietnamese"· peasant a blimp in the road, overlook· Theirl epitaph- .simply says 

resilience, a. willingness to . ing Hungloc. . - that they · fell on May 22, 
pvercome -impossible odds At this hamlet, the gov- 1948. 

1 tmd survive that defies all. ernment forces had two , Despite repeated air - at- ' 
cliches about Oriental fatal~ -·tanks, some armored person- tacks and artillery bombard- i 
ism and .. sometimes seems neJ: carriers; ·and· infantry _ments, the · government ! 
hardly ct:edibie. : \ dug in among the roofless forces had stayed at Hm).g~ 
·. There was compelling evi- -ruins of. substantial brick loc for well over a week, 
dence of this at a point on . houses and a row of. flat- during wluch- the infiltrat. 
!(Iighway 1 some:~ 10. miles roofed wooden shacks - in ing Communists were !iaid 
west of Xuanloc at a place which most of the occupants l>y refugees to · have dug 
:where Commqnist, troops remained. ' _ themselves, 12-foot deep 
had cut the road earlier this · About 200 yards· from bunkers - and · genera 11 Y 
week. · , ·. their position, the asphalt shown every indication of 
, A North Vietnamese army . -road had been slashet;I by an stayi~g. 

' .unit, estimated at anything, anti-tank ditch, the red- clay One day recently the 
: from company to' battalion soil from which was piled on South Vietnamese were lay-

strength and, according to ae- the government side. ing down a sizable barra:ge · 
rial reconnaissance, accom- Hungnghia had evidently so that the r~unds landed 
prurled l>Y t\\lO T-54 tanks; had seen 'its share of this 30. . between 600 and 3IOO yarns 
inserted itself in a rubber years' war, On the very , from their positions, and 
plantation between the vil- brow of the hill, partly sometimes closer. The 155-
lages of Hmigloc and Dau- shaded by ~ ga:ble roofed mm shells from a battecy 

.J. giqy: ·. . Buddhist , shrine, was a gray three miles dlown the road 
· At the Saigon side of this tombstone, so low to the that . wer~. tearing up the paddy 

road-cutting opel'::J,tion, the it looked at a glance like a fields in front of Hungloc 
· .nearest government troops , T·he stone .marks the grave vill~ge and the forest of ba-

1 were positioned,near a.ham- of Lt. Gebeiin, who shares it nana. trees that fringed ihe ---- ~ . . . ---- ~ 
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I -------,......-,----.------,.--------,,---'-'-_..._.....___ --_...._._, 
and her two teen-age daugh- -_-. mg divectlyi on the main 
ters. 'For - a few momeJltS road. When ~l\i!Y -w_e~t over 
their - slow movei{ent they did not so much whis- i 
through the tall grass of the tle as make · a rushing n~i~~'1 
overgrown paddies caused. · ·1 t · t · g · d ' 
the soldiers to I te· nse and a · sum ar O 

', a s ron wm J_ 

road to the right .They ex­
ploded in great brown· 
clouds among the tall green• 
ery that half hid the red 
roof · tops of the nobler 
buildings in the village it-
s~lf. · · 

· blowing .through trees. ·at 
couple of them cocked their. nig~t. The ·sight of the:-,ex- ! 
weapons Before relaxing at - . plosioh was always visibl~,a 1 

the sight· of the white· :~ouple of s1iconds'-b€fore the-, 
At times they were ll}nd-

ing sdlclose to ·the South Vi­
i etnamese , troops that anx• 
I ious radio messages were 
I sent to the gunners to lift 
1 the}r elevation. Air force pi-

: blouses and , conical straw . sound of the imP8ct caught 
hats. / · · · up :with it, .' as'if the wlfole-

The' movements of the . scene were _ part of a,·,-alm 
teen-age girls were ham- - 'without .a- sound-track. ;·· - ·• 

lots, too, when they arrived 
in their little F-5 fighters, 
dropped 250 pound bombs 
close enough for the blast to 
tug at clothing and make 
such a noise that 'it seemed· 
impossible that those other 
Vietnamese would, as they 
did, fire back ,at th~m with 
machine-guns · when they 
pulled out of their dives. 

pered by . the weight of The_ forward. observation 
-heavy yokes which bent .oificei: became agffated -
their ·knees as they walked about. ·rounds falling· 'shi>rt 

· and from --which were sus- ag!}in ,apd_ a :white pho'sppo. 
pended rice-cooking utensils ·- r.olis shell landed to the left 
and a couple· of electric ''as a marker,, While ,thi~ ''Yas 
fans. They had been walking happening a #gure became, 
for two days from Daugiay visible at the'.- bottom of tile 
and had seen no Commu: road near the. Communfat, 
nists. · ' held village. It crossed the • 

Incredibly, out of ali this 
smoke iand din, a few refu­

-- -
1 

gee-s began to. make their 
way towardii the govern-

A little while later an old ~road vi:ry quickly.from left, 
man· came thrifugh who said _ . to right and then back again -
that he had seen four Coni: -µ-om right_ to left. After a 
munist·troops in a house at -close .look with...binocula:rs· - . 
the edge of the village. · -and tt became clean th11,t the : 

- ment positions. The_ first' . 
were three women, a mother · 

· More artillery was called . _ fi~'e was a cyclfst.,, _ . ; 
in, some of the shells !and'. More shells came down, ; 

L, ___ . ---'--' ------~--~---------

r---- - .,, --
1 ·and everybody held their 
'' breath a~il Wi!tched the fig-J ure zigzag slowly towards us 

·- through the" barrage. An-. 

\ 

9ther white. · phosphorous 
;- roµnd land'ed _ iri . the dried­
up paddy about 2QO yards to 

There .. was somet1!}.lli1: wi~ ' 
gainly:: "lit-QOUt,\ JJie /man's 

. · mo~e~eni§ '_ iah4. ,;~~; still; 
t!!ck~J.ir:o.rn, ':dni;:s{cik'A the i 
roa~ to 1the. oth_er,/'a,l~·ough ' 
the shelling,was:i1-o~ )l'eh}nd l 
hiqi.,,:·.·,~. ,;/, ··',., 1r·C'·t ·: . 

. ,,,.. , . -· . . ' . i 

: _ the left of the cyclist. · · ~t- ,,,w11,s _ 'not> ;,¥.ti:R! ~e \ 
' An - American reporter, re'a'~lied,-'the 'brow-~of-Jhe hill ; 
watching the 'white smoke, · and ,:tl\~; s~an J)1JA'who 1 
said: "Now lie down, you looked•ternf1ed;'\vas -gulp- , 
silly sonofabitch." 1 ing down water from a.large i 

Bitt, of course, the figures glass 'bottle they were icari:y- I 

carried on through the ipg with· them; -that :the rea- i 

••• .-~---~. -~ _..,..J 

' brown dust clouds that son for the CYiClist's erratic I 

sometimes· fogged the road, progress becarii<f clear.-- - 1 

was lost for h-couple of min-~ · ;t'he~~,tic~ acro~st9e, ban- : 
utes ·arouird -the anti-ta:ik dle'l>Rr-s- ',were-"-·a~·pair of : 
ditch, an<l then reappeared crutches and his right· trou-i 

-:.about 15Q;-yards away,from sers leg was,,,fl[pping irrele-/ 
the forward government fox- vantiy, aboµt' ,becaUse::: that'-: 
hole. leg' h~d i>eeh' ·iimptrtateu I 
- By now it was possible to above the knee. W:1?,ile tl?C · 
see- that the c-yclist was a ' - boy -di;_an~; ____ the ,JYC}-1s~1; .s!Jlll 
man wearing -green armY,1 _ on th_~ ~sadc;U_e, JE:t~te<L with 
trousers 'and that he had a · his good left leg on -a- level 
passenger, a small boy sit- piece of groun~ which hap­
ting fa front of him nnd pened to_ be- the grave ;of Lt. 
stea\lyirtg two long sticks G~belin and -- his montag-: 
across· t,he ' handlebars. µards. _ . _ . ' ! 

----~ ,.--~~~ ·,:---~-·-· ...- - . 
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Confe~ees 
I . 
1AgreeOn 
Vietnam Aid-

2..,-q,,£...;t "7r -; 
· By· Spencer Rich 
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ab-;ut, all the President dn 7 
hope: to get in cmergericy aid '. 

' for South Vietn_am: The ' 

I Several confereessaiatne·. 
j language governi11g the , 
, $177 million apparently 
; would let the Pre.stde1,1t use - i 

. widespread conviction in · , some of , that . evacuation · 
' Congre.ss is that further mil- : 1 zponey for, weapons aid· to· 
itary aid won't help Saigon : Saigon if he ,believes it nee-

' survive and · would simply I essary to aid in evacuation 
· be a ~aste. ' operations, but this point 

The remaining d'etails ,of 1 • may be discussed again to-
: the two bills are. to be re- : j ~ay, Another unsettled point ·1 

and Richard.L. Lyons · -,,~. -
\washi,ugto~Staff_Writ.er~ / 

House-Senate conferees I 
, tentatively agre~d ·yesterday : 

on a- bill providing $327 mil- ) 
lion fo~ humanitarian aicf to - I 

South Vietntlm ang for the. i 

costs of evacuating Am~ri- : 
cans and Vietnamese threat-

i solved in a second confer- i 1 1s.:w:hether aqy of the,$1,50 ·J! 
L ence starting tliis morning.. i i /lfiilhon humanitarian aid 

I 
' · In, resolving the most im- . , 1may .. be · us,ed . -to help j 
portant issue, .the conferees ;. 1 1Cambodiansf the Senate bill :· 
yesterday adopted the S~n- l ;permitted . this, .the '. House l 

I
. ate' bill's:· I language ,tl:iat . ! I didn't. . . : < ... ' • I 

ened by . Com.trlunist_ rep.ris.,,_ 

1
. 

als. . , .. 
!The bHl · also grants the · 

Presid~.nt authority to• use· j 
the U.S. armed forces ·to/ I 
take the people out, but un-··, 

' der carefully' limited coqdi- I 
tions designed to prevent 
.getting 1bogged do~. ill . a 
new war. 

The agreement, an-· 1 

nounced by ·Senate Forei-gn i 
Relations Committee Chair- .

1 

man John J. Sparkman (D-
Ala.), came just two weeks 
after President Ford ur­
gently asked Congress for i 
$250 million in humanitar- [ 

' ian aid and $772 mHlion: in \ 
weap9ns aid for Saigon, a,nd...J 
only half a day after the ' 
House, in a marathon ses• 
sion lasting past 2 a.m. yes- ' 
terday, passed its version of ' 
the S327 million measure. 
The Senate had passed a 
$250 million version on Wed­
nesday. 

The House debate saw 
Majority Leader Thomas P. 
(Tip) O'Neill (D-Mass.) part 

, with ,an the· other House 
leaders and ·oppose the bill, 
allying himself with' the 

i young doves in the big 
freshman class. "I am op­
posed to the intervention of 
U.S. troops for the evacua­
tion of South Vietnamese," 
O'Neill declared. , ', ' 

The $327 million in , the 
h u ma nit a ri an-evacuation 
conference bill is pro'bably 

. would p. e.rmit · the Pr,cside11t 1 ,_ q_onferee .• Hugh Scott ·1 
. to use force to go m after ·, .1<Pa.J, the_ Senate Republican 
I American citizens· -and their✓ /}ead_er, said. c_oriferees had· 
I dependents, and would per- r- . t1r,etamed a House provision 
mit, rescue of. endangered i li. ·_arn.·ng•· any · humanitarian 

: V1,etnamese only if inciden- aid to the North Vietnamese 
· Tia I _to the• rescue of Amer~• and the Vietcong.' . ' • ··. 
I cans. Ill seeking to save ei;i- I The · $327 · million is·_-~-
dange-red Vitenam·ese, th:e. [ : ceiling; the act4ai funds ' 
bill says, the Pre"Sidcnt ca~t - I 1must,be appr?Pr!ated in sep-

.. enlarge • t.he num!;ie.r tf • f r arat~ legislat10n, But the au-
troops or t~e ,scoP,\! ,or dur11<l ( thority to ~se troops for res.· 
t!on of th~ mj\;fa~ opera- · , ,cue operations· gofi,!\l ipto ef-
t.on ,•beyon~: •what_ 1~, need~d lfe9t. as .soon as both' cham-
for the basic American res- , ! b~rs approve the compro-
cue. . •·· J.~----·-T-' mrse----and the Pres'd t - • , I • 1 en 

This_ tight restrictio_n is i_n: : I· s1g1;1s, -~t,. I£ today's confer,-
tended to forestall' any_ wide•,· -i i-~nce wmds up early, 'the •bill 
swe~ping military rescue op- I : could . be cleared tqrough' 
eration ori beh~lf ()f . yiet- i i the Senate this afternoon 

I nam~.se cfvili,a.111_~ t_hat:might .. 1 I but Holi~e rules wquld pre~. 
/ require a ~as,s1~e ,Sll°'Y of 1 , c!u.de a fmal vote t!_lere uri- · 
, U.S. force ·and· remvo1ve1 the , , t.il early next .week. 

· /:unf~'e_d States iii. Ow, war. In • I . Sen. Dii,k Qlark CD-Iowa)-, 
_ La~di~1?n1 the conference ~i~i -· t' ~po: has· been-. sharply crl ·· 

, spec1f1cally keys _the m1h- 1 ICfl of the administration 
tary rescue authority. to the I ~qr not . taking Americans : 

l 
wat powers act;--wh1ch al- ,, out of ,Vietnam fast:, enough·· 

, lo":s Cong~ess by- · concur- / bffore force tnay be' needed . 
' rent resolution to order, the , · $:/,Id the, ,latest State De,part'. 
I President to withdraw U.S. i ment figures- ·show. i 681 
i forces. · L A~c~~nd 5fi~ -~~f their 1 
· The- $327 millLon-basi- 1 

caI).y the House figure-con-

j si~ts of $150 million in new 
, authorizations for · humani-
1 ' tarian aid to·. the people of 
1 South Vietnam plus $177 ; 
: million in- reactivated au-
i thor~zations left over from 
! last year fo cover food, med-
i ical, transportation, military 

and, other costs connected 
; wit~·evacuaiion. _ 
1 _, The senate has insisted 
; that the $150 million human­
' ita)."ian aid, be channeled 

through the United Nations, 
1 

, but the House conferees · 
1 balked, and language was to ' 
.:.. be worked out over:night' . 

I that will. let the President 
, channel the nioney'lthrough 
! such int.ernational agencies 
1 as he chooses, not necessa~-

ily the United Nations. 
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dependents stiil ·in •Vietnam,. 
although thtf'.Whl,ti -House 
.-0ad :pledg/;?d .tq''brjng thil 
former flgurfl d,QWJ:.l to .1,500 . 
t_oo days ago, ., · 

He . said · the . 200-pliis 
Americans and dependents­
ev.acuat~d in th:e . last 24 
hours appeared to- represent ' 
a slowdown. 

"Evacuatioh shouid be ac­
celerated because· as the 
North Vletnarb.ese net draws 
closer around,. Saigon, the. 
danger · to , the . remaining 
Americans .. grows ·· · bY tlie 
hour," Clark told tne senate; 
"and so .does. the difficulty 
of getting. them out without :.. 
a massive reinvolveme'nt of 
U.S. forces." . · · 

It is widely believed on 
'capitol. Hill and has also 
been asserted by t)le State 
Department that President 
Ford has inherent powers to 
use troops. to rescue ertdam 
gen:d.. Amerkam; overseas 
without ariY,-specific auth01:h . 
zaqon· from· CongreSl!; But·. 
thi'War. .powers,. Act'and a 

· .varie1\y of other legislation 
forbid him ·to ,Send troqps' 1 
into ~ combat situation iit .i 
lndoc)lina for the pur;pose of · 
r~scui!ng -Vietnamese .:unless'··".<'. 
Congress authorizes i}.. I 

The conferl!es granted his 
.rElqU~s.t· .,to,.,:!JUSpeJl~•1,these 
laws a»c;l.· authori,ae, hiin to ' 
:i--escue . v'ietnaniese hi. e'er- ' 1 
tain eategories; although the- · ·- . 
J)owets. are.n't _quite as broad 
as he .wanted,;.,,/ 
· -Administration , spokes..- . 
men,· for· ,.example; ·weren't , 
happy· with the · proy_ision 
limiting the . number am,!. 
scope· of Vietnamese. rescue· 

· operation:s to whatever i~ . 
needed to rescl.!~:Ai:nericans. · 

The House-passed its ver­
sion of· ·the· hµJ:!lartitarian• 
evacuation :bill . .- at:-i:40 a.m, 
yesterday, 230 to 137, after, 
nearly 1(? hours of,· d~bate, 
marked with emotional hea4. 
tolerant attention and weitq 
parliamentary tangles, · ; ·. 

After disposing of more· , ~ 
than 40 . amendments and: 
two-: substitute bills; the 
House ended up approving 
substantially ·the• same bill. 

. drafted 1by its International 
· Relations Committee. · 
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·-; In an effort- to spee6 de-, 
i pat~, the House by late Wed­
. nesday ,afternoon fell •· into 

one of t'he frustrating parlia­
mentary situations that ofc 
ten; characterize the · un­
wieldy 435-member body'c1 

' corisiueration · of complex __ J 
time-consuming issues. , - . 

The Bouse agreed .tb halt 
1 debate. - and· presumably 
\ vote """'." at 4 p.m. on a .substi-. 

tute bill that would .have. 
forbidden 'use of· troops to 

· protect .the evacuatfon of 
· Americans and 'endangered: 
' South Vietnamese. But the 
i agreement was to stop only .. 
' the debate, n.ot tll~.offering, 

of amendments. So.for more. 
than ,an hour. m~Il!hei.s of~ 

. fered . ainendments which 
·w~e :t~a~ bf l:\. cl~rk and' 
voted .on but could not be r 
explained or debated. ·... . 'C 

. One: was. a. s~~·ond substi­
tqte bill offered ,by: :Rep'. Bob . 
Eckhardt (D-Tex.): .He: told 
reporters . it-- ··would . 'place. 
more 'restrictions ori . the 
President's .1,povi{er. 'to ·Use 
troops, ~ btit : R¢publicans 
hailed it as giving the. Chtef 
Exe·cu.tive. more . flexibUity: ' 
The. Hoµse,. adoptei:I: Eeks'. 

I hardt's . substitute· ·without 
1 d.eb!(t~. 272 to 146, and i1! ap: 
I, pe~,ed,byA>:30 p,m;that the 
1 de!Ja't_e·{,.,as over. ':'. . . .. . 
l · "i~tit. Eckhardt;s .,.bill , was~ 
' thrown o·ut-' l:!Y a single ob-: 

\. j.eeti~n ,.,l;\1at ,.,it, .. ,,:viQlate<l 
... H'o."µse rwes 1by appropriat: 

ing money in an authoriza: 
tion 'bill. The debate went 

: on for' nine more· hours. 
',' Distressed at the House 
l being forced to <vote. on 
\ amen~ments it had . only ; 
, he~d ,:read by a clerk,·fresh· ' 
; man Rep.'Michael'P. Bloui~•-
1 (D-iowa) :called· the ~erform- . ' 
anc'e "&nother example of 
why the Jj'eople~in this conn:: 
try think the, only difference : 
oet~een us ·and the zoo iS. 

'.tbat we,qo not have, cage.½:J• 
-· .J. ··: .. :.--
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Fear of the UnknoUyn ilt' a Dying City 
fl~~g(n~/~';1sJou llrings:_~i~a\~stion,_ To~t-ured Dreams , ! 

I 
By_ H. D. ~way · beco•:tpJ _desi;>,arll,te. for .orye last-gitch; ' known, of ·what will come and a real-

i • ;Vash,~on p~ Foreign Service '. There" are children~ dirty:'f and uncared:· .. i~ati9n . that . when . the Communists 
J SAIGON, _Apiil· 24 ~ Whe~ evening· ,fol' whos_e bnly.fore~~n ,y9tds-are "you, - . ~oi;ne,. for better or worse everyone's 

comes to Sa1g~n, foreigners still gather -· y_ou, _-you give me mon~Y.\" ·and· girls, . h~e. will change fore,v~r. _ 
on t_he open-$1ded· terra~e. of- the .dJd- some. of theril vacuous ;with narcot~cs, : Here. are a. Jew. 1-~pr~ss1ons ~nd 
fash1?ned French col,on~al hotel,_ t~e an of them. begging, ,pleaiJirig, pulling· . th~ughts ?n . wha~ 1t _is like _to Nve 
Contmental Palace, to,drmk ·an apertif at the last.of the,custmhers before·the · ,here now m ,a dymg city--:a city that 

1 as they have' done for 50, years. The night and' th'e. curfew trike .a:u the 'has·_ alwa1s depended too much on 
ligJ:its be?in to come on;. the waiters in forei_gners ·aw<\Y,· : . '. : . < ,_ · '· for~1gne,,•s._-,- po_rrupt; venal, energetie 
wlute smts .take orders and the .slow There have always ibeeri be"g~rs. and an<;!. «::~l~rful m .tl:),e. last year_ of a 30-
fan_s .,o:1 the high_ ceilings bring some. \V,hbres hanging: ar9uncj• the ·GQn'tineri-. ·. yeai: cml war. . · • . 
rellef 111 the tropical heat. · ,tal. Saigon; fn. that'-regarcf, is no worse· . . . Sai_g~11 was _bmlt ?Y the_ Fre,ncp. and 

But when the hour of the curfew . than niimv other·:Asian cities It is the · marned to the·:Ame1cans and when the 
comes, and ~~ no"'. comes at._ 8 p.m., desparation that is dilJererit and ter- ,' nei,v rule~s come, wheth'er _it is in six 
the customers begm to, wande[r ·away rifying. · . . · , . . ' ,d~ys _or s1x'months, ~hey_ will be harsh , 
from. the 1_i1;t\e t~bles and wickeJ\ chairs The desparation· 0£ the ·:.b~'ggai-s· •is .. ~nd. mtolerefit and there Will be. in- 1 

and_ strange and_e_ven J;E)rr:ifying shapes. . less controlled buFno . :greater-' than Justices.· In t?,e end one, can· _<mly 11.ope , 
b_egm to gather 1n the darkness out-· · the despaf'atiori of a ·great portfon 0{· tha~ a- fO;e Ju~t al).d m01:e Vietnamese 
side. this city. There is an air of infectuous socie~y; ,will. eme.rge :tq·rrplace the one.! 

It i~ the ho_ur w_hen beggars, cripples, fear that pervades all contacts and all that is~no_v,: passmg. · · · i 
prostitutes, Junkies and trans"'.estites conversations no_w, a_ fear o~ the un-
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'Despa~r Grips 

/Manri.n ~~~~~J 
SAIGoN, From Al 

·. You can see the' ~~d~rly-; '\ 7There hasbeen· none ot7 
,ing tension in the. way peo• : \ie expected trouble with 
pie b.ehave and th,e Lpuf-fyd- · "tne· "Vietnamese · authorities 
9rawn look of people's faces. 1 over getting Vietna~e~e and 
•· ·one · friend recently I Americans out, but, in•what 
bought some. poison to give 

1
. will perhaps be the .la. st cor-

' himself and his children. ruption of the war, the 

/'When. the · time came, he Americans have offered to 
, c,ouldn't, an<;l so he gave his take out all the officers who 
, children away to distant rel- could make· it. difficul~ to' 
: atives who, unlike himself, evacuate via th·e airport, in- -
, had never worked with eluding police. and air force 
! Am~ricans. officers, along with. their 
j ' Another friend has been families. . 1 

1 offered passage to America Alth'ough there is a strong 
) by his employei,-s., He was· undercurrent (?f anti,Ameri- .. 
, tGld that he could bring can feeling here now, ,the 
I o_niy his wife and his chi!~- more ·s~nsational n~ws st~- : 
'· ren·. I.n the Confucian trad1-

1 
ries about overt anti-Amen- : 

! tion of the E;!xtendeq family..., __ '-canism have 'been vastly ex- j' 

this is intolerable to him. I aggerated. Americans still 
1 · "One ,can have many 1 1 

Jl)eet with courtesy and con- ; 
• children but .. only . one , : s.,,etation in S~igon.!But the I 
: mother," he saia. "Only sav- , undercurrent 1s there and i 
! age people would leave their , tie 'nightmare w h ~ ch the i 
\ tnpthers behind." . ,A,~erican embassy faces, is '. 
1 c, Sleep is shallch". in Saigon ' · · 
1 ~se days arid Vietµame~e 
' and: foreigners complain of 

e'.~austion' beyond fatigue, , ___ _ 
: g·, ck tears ana .tortured • 

ams. The· ten~ion seem,s 'I 
·._,produce irrational behav- _, __ 
iel' in some. A:few days ago, fer example, a .. man stabbed , 
hi,mself to death in front ~f 
tile National Assembly. Per- , 

I
.· ~ it' was a ·political prO-" ' 

of some kind, but the 
· ction of-several Vietnam-J__ __ _ 

1was that it was not an . 
, irely . abnormal thing · to '. 
, d1 .. · , '\ , ', 
I · Many Vie_tnamese, a large 
i number of whom have not 1 

) thought it out clearly, will.· 
do anyth,ing to leave the i 
country and escape to Amer- .i 
ica. It is possible to call an 
acquaintance one day and. ! 
have him gon_e the next : 

; without saying a word. The 
; ~C;!rican embassy has' sim, 
' J?lified the paper :work to 

sifch an extent that Ameri­
caml 'can · take out virtually· '\ 
any, Vietnamese with them· 
and every day the· great sil­
ver Air Force. planes cjrcle--,--

i'
. city impatiently waiting , 
land, load and take off 

' in for Guam or the Phil­
ines .. •... . 

f' 

I• that one day the p~ulation~' 
l will turn on Americans in 

rage at being abandoned. 
If anything the tension 

1 has risen a notch in the last 
two days since President . 

1 Nguyen Van Thiell's ~esigna-· 
tion. No one knows what 
·will happen now ,antl there 
is something manic in the 

,

1 

way Y,Oµng men ride their 
·Hondas - on the Saigon 

i streets_. Public ·services, ·such 
i as the telephone seem to be 

less and less workable. ' 
\ Foreign e~ba~sies are I 

! 'Closing one after the,other l. "The diplomats' are going 
, out all over Indochina,' one 
·. of them said. The Germans 

are· gone, the British haulef 
down the Union Jack today 
and the Australians are all 

1 but gone with much of their 
equipment shipped holl).e. 

In the past week ash~s 
from papers burning i.n 
cha:ncery gardens have been , r 

1 blowing in the wind. The 
more modern · embassies 
cr1ave shredding machines. 

If one dines with diplo­
mats at home, one is likely 
to find a table, a few chairs 
and · nothing else- in vast,. 
elbpty rooms. Furniture has 
long ·ago left but there is 

' us,ually a little wi.ne or 
1 cham·pagne left.· · · 

Despite th~; panic, t,here. 
, are. many Bietnamese who 
• have no intention.of-leaving 

the country. · 
"Perhaps it is better if ; 

you take a,v.ay al\ the war " 
profiteers;the secret police-
men· and interrogators," one, 
.friend said. "We Vietnamese 
malce very bad exiles. We 

, are: not as bad as the Rus-
1 sians, whq ·cry even . more 

than we do because of hom­
esickness. But. we are. not 
like the Chinese who can i 
get along and prosper any_ '-.., 
where.". 

Th.ere are none of the in: . 
' conveniences · yet. that 
\\ marked the last days of 

Phnom' Penh. There are no · 
,'-power cuts and, so far, food : . 
, and cupplies are still com• : 

ing into the capital overland I 
and by sea. But ·the guns can 
'be heard in the night now. 

The North, Vietnamese 
sing •songs of vigor, honor 
and sacrifice for· the .revolu· 
tion. Perhaps they are re­
quired to sing these songs. 
Sometimes they write po. 

'. etry in their diaries that 
! . ·showst he streakof melan­

choly in the Vietnamese 
soul. 
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12,000 Viets 
Are Evacuated 

-----:- '2 .. :,-r::M.,,,,.J' 7 F. : 
By l.Vfurrey Marder : 

Washington Po,st Staff Writer 

·u.s. officials said yes­
terday about 12,000 Viet-

DECLASSIFIED 

I namese have been flown 
: out of Saigon, mostly 

within the last week, and 
, off i ci a is are ra~ing 

Many . 'other . nations are 
closing down -their opera­
tion~ in .Saigqn, and :Senior 
U.S. military officials yester­
day continued to be ·pri­
vately critical .of what they 
regard _as the unnecessarily 

. high number of .Americans 
still in Saigon. · 

' against ,time to increase·; ~ 
the airlift to 8,000 or 9;-

i 000 a day. 
U.S. officials have no way 

of knowing how long the air-
1 lift can continue · or how 
1 many refugees it may bring 

out. they emphasized. , 
. In theory, up to 132,000 · • 
, lnq.ochinese refugees ban . 
' be admitted to the United , 

States, but the. Illore realis- · 
tic goal is 50,000 "high risk" 
V,ietnamese and their fami­
lies who could be, marked 
for Comini.mist retaliation. ' 

"This is, g°~ii1g on as long . 
as humanly possible . : • un­
til. Sai_gon becomes an un­

;, safe city for evacuation," 
said U.S. task force director 
L. Dean Brown. 

"A lull'' in the level of 
, fighting during . the, ~last .. 
: three or four days; Brown I 
, said, helped the United , 

States to evacuate . "about 
1 

1•2,000" Vietnamese and 3,­
' 4;74 Americans. Now the air. 
lift has shifted ·overwhelm­
ingly to evacuating South. 
Vietnamese from Saigon to 

i Guam, at an intensified 
, pace .. 
: "Any time North Vietnam 
' makes the decision to move; ' 
Vthey can move;" said Brown, , 

a former career · diplomat 
"If Saigon is under attack 
and tl:te airfield is under a• , 
tack, that is that," he said.· 

"That is when you go. in 
for the last haul" of Ani.Ell:i• 
can personnel left. in the 
Sou. th . Yietntttlillse capitl, 
Brown· told a news conf r-

. ence at . tlie. State 'Depa t, 
: ·ment.· . 
, .. By tonight, the. American 
, embassy ,in. Saigon has ''been 
~ instructed to reduce the 
' number of all Americans in 
· the batte1'.ed region to · 1,100. · 

An embassy official in -Sai-­
gon said this means limiting 
official Americans, military 
and civilian, to "around 
500." 

American military plan­
ners are. concerned. that 1as 
the threat to Saigon steadily 
mounts, efforts to extricate 
remaining Americans will 
become increasingly hazard-
ous. . . 

This military disquiet 
shows that in the Pentagon, 
as well as among analysts in 
other agencies, including 
the State Department, there 

· is no confidence that the re~ 
cent lull. in the fighting is, a 

. cause for reassurance. · 
Diplomats of some nations 

hopefully interpret that lull 
as a signal that the Comm,u- _ 

' nists are ,holding back to a1:1 
. low the airlift to 1proceell. \ 

Skeptical U.S. officials, how• · 
ever, said yesterday, that • 
while the level of fighting 1 

has fallen of!, the Nor1jh ~ 
Vietnamese forces are stea~-- : 
ily moving into positionJo , 
close o~f the exit routes . \' 
from Saigon: . · I , 

Some. American civilian , 
: specialists believe the Coi\n· 1\ 
munists may wait a few · 
days ·to see if the · present 
political _turnover in Saigof! 
will, produce the ·precise 
kind of regime which North 
Vietnam wants to pul a fa. , 
cade of legitimacy on what · I 
amounts to a negotiated sur- I 
ren~r of South Vietnam. · , 
. At best, these analysts' be-

· ueve North Vietnam has an 
·optio~ strategy of poli~ic~l 
or military conquest;whlle 1t 

1
1 

prepares to throttle Sai_go?-, 
p~obably counting on pamc 

i ' \ i 
to create more havoc ti:an ; 

1
~unftre. . · 1 

• : 

, ,Brown told reporters yes- 1 

· terday that since April -.1, '. 
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. but -largely during the last . I 
· week, the United Statts has _ 
drawn down the· numb~rs of 
Americans h1 Saigon to 813 
military and civilian govern­
ment employees, 405' · con- , 
tractor persomiiel, 2841others '. 
including . missionaries, 
press and businessmen, ,and ' 
179 dependents. · · 

The approximately 12,000. ; 
.,. South Vietnamese flown out 

of Saigon during this period, 
he said, were mostly persons:. 
with relatives in the United 
States'. 

While some : persons in 
both categories already have 
rea,ched the United States, · 
Brown said, as of last night 

' there were about 9,000 ref• 
~·ugees in _Guam; the new i 

U.S. evacuation center and .. , 
, abdut 5,00Q at Clark. Air 

Force Base in. the Philip­
. pines, the former. refugee 
\, center. ''. · .• · 
I ,v'ith pr~sure orifo°hlrrry 

~''-- -

refugees' through_ th¢ U.S. ' 
i embassy processing in Sai-
: gori, Brown said he 'hopes 

to see 'lhe clearance rate in-
1 creiised from the _current 
i 5,000 persons a day to ''about · 

8,000 or 9;000." · 
A,botit a dozen' U'.S. · gov~ 

'. ·ernment agencies are parti­
~cipAting in the crash Opfra~ 
Y'tion to handle the. refuge_e 
i flow. They include. Stat~, 

! 'Defense, Justice, -Treasury, 
I.n t er i or, Trarisportation 

'i Agency for; International De­
, velopment ,and the depart~ 
t rrients of Health, Education 

and Welfare and Housing 
: aiid Urban Development. 
· Refugees entering' the 

: United States £or- resett1e• 
ment, said_, Brown, will be 
spread around the ¢ountzy. 
«TJ;lere'll qe no localities 'in 
the, United States," he said,. 
i "thait are inundated with i 
,refugees ~r ... employment I 
\or. ,health_ problems.'\ 1 
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-Minh1 Rejects 
' . 

. Premiership, 
' . ' 

.:Seeks COntrol 
Ur-~/rf · 

Lul\_~~p,.. 
In· S. Vietnam 

. ' From News Dispatches 

SAIGON, April 24 
Attempts to form a gov-

1 ernment the Communist 
side might deal with hit a 
snag Thursday. · · 

Sources said the man with 
the best chance of putting 

! together such a Cabinet, 
'Gen. Duong Van (Big) Minh, 
turned· down an offer to 
take over as [Premier "with 
full powers'' and was intent 

1 on nothing less than the 
presidency. · 

The military. command re­
ported only light and scat~' 
terecJr action in the Saigon 
region· and in the · Mekong 
DeJta area to the south. 
Sm a 11 engagements . also 
were reported to the north­

· west and northeast. 
Tlie battlefield. situation 

was·almost at a- lull, appai'­
e.ntly while the Communists 
waited to see if political 
moves in Saigon inight give 
them what they want ·with­
o:ut an assault on the capi­
tal. 

But' no one questioned the 
grim assessment that the 
p o w e r f u 1 Cornmunist:led 
forces ·artayed around' Sai­
gon were in positio:n to 
moye when they choose. 

Iri Was-.hington; a Penta­
gon spokesman . said, the , 

, . North Vietnamese "hl!,ve t~!,? · 
· c a p ab il i t y, right now of 

'' 
__ 

1
i mounting a massive attack" ; . 

on the South Vietnamese 1 

capital. "Something ·c o u 1 d . 
happen any minute. from the 
:§tandpoini of capability." 

DECLASSIFIED 

-. ------- -
The spokesrnan,-Maj. Gen. 

Wynant Sidle, said North 
Vietnamese and Vietcong 

· -,- forces ring Saigiin 'with at' ' 
, least- 14 divisions, outnuin-
, bering · South • Vietnamese 
iforces by more than·2 to -1. 

1 
· Sidle was asked how· 
Americans could be evac,uat­
ed if Tansonnhut Air Base 1 

on the outskirts of' Saigon I 

was closed. He. replied that 
assuming 1,600 Ame;ricaris , 
remain in Saigon it ','could ' 
be done 'in a. day" with heli­
copters, depending on hoW 
much interference they en­
countered .. 

fo Saigon's major political 
meeting of the day, Minh 
talked :lior two hours with 
President Tran Van Huong, 
but they failed! to arrive at 
a formula :lior a new gm,rern­
merit to replace the 11-day 
adm~nistration of Premier 
Nguyen Ba Can,· whtioh re• 
signed Wednesday ·ni,ght, 
sources said. 

After fu.s ,meeting with 
Huong, Minh went ·on· to 
gather support for. ihis _pro­
-posal to . become, president 
from •other p·olitical, religi• 
ous and military leaders. I 

Politic-al sources close to ! 
Minh said each of the i 
groups he met with !:Jacked 
ithe ,ge_neral's . proposals and 
.stepped up tftieir calls for 
Huong to resign. 

Huong, who had lbeen vice 1 

president, took ,over as· pres­
ident Monday ni,ght .on the , 
r~signat~on of Nguyen Van~ 
Thieu. At that time it had ' 
•been e~pected he would not 
hold the post long. 



" 

Minh, head of the neu• 
tralist "third force,'' was a 
leader of the · 1963 coup 
,against the late President 1 

Ngo Dinh Diem and succeed· . 
. ed ihim until he was over­
thrown in 1964: In · recent 
years he !has served as a . 
rallying point :6oT neutralist, 
anti-Thieu politicians. 

Minh, a Frencll,trained : 
soldier could be an accept-. 
able partner for the Com- ' 
munists in any negotiations. 

~e is wideiy -known 
. throughout the country and. 
' is a Buddhist. Since 1969 

he has been one of the 
mainstays of the neutralist· 
leaning third force in South 
Vietnam. Minh . holds that : 
this · t,hird force in fact i 
speaks for the majority of I 
South Vietnamese who he l 
sees as uncOmmitted to 
either si-de. ' 

l 

There were indications in 1 

Paris that Minh's refusal to 
take the post of premier, far . 
-from closing the door obt 
negotiations, could be the ' 
key to 9pen it. . · 

According to re 1 i able 
sources cited . by Agence 
France-Presse, \he PRG wel· , 
comes the refusal, which 
bears witness to Minh's de­
sire not to bail out Huong 
and · to ~ dissociate himself r 
from Huong's team. It was 
not · ruled out by these 
sources that if-Minh were to 
become president, .he could r 
becomer a valuable negotia· 
tor"but ,meanwhile the PRG 

· is reserving judgment on 
1 

him., ,. . ~ 
1 So~e ·political s;urc~s · in 
1.-Saigo_n said-Huong, workr 1 

under a self-imposed 48-hour . 
deadline, expected to set up 1 · 
a new peace government by 
Friday. 
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There was a corri.plicaticin: 
Senate President Tran Van 
Lam, constitutionally the 
next . in line for 'the presi· 
dency, 'said he wanted· the 
leadership post if Huong , 
stepped' down. He .. said he 
and-a group of 20 other in­
fluential politicians would 

• not agree . to Huong•s· · re­
placement by anyone but 
Lam . 

North Vietnam's n ·e w s : 
agency. reported that the 
Hanoi :Foreign Ministry and 
the Provisional .Revolution­
ary Government had charg­
ed South Vietnam with us­
ing "ultralethal asphyxiation 
!bombs" against Communist­
led troops at Xiranloc 40 
miles east of Saigon.' on 

• _Monday. There was no com­
ment from Saigon. 
· ' In separate statements the 

· two governments condemn­
ed the use of CIBU-55 bombs 
which they called "a weapo~ 
of mass e,cterminatlon out­
lawed by internation~l law." 

They accused the U.S. gov­
ernment of supplying the 
b o m b s and eneouraging 
their use. 
-: They warned the South 

Vietnamese- government that 
' "if it does not immediately 
· cea6e these acts.they will be 

considered as war crimes 
and punished in an appro­

' priate fashion." . 
In Washington, the Penta­

;gon . acknowledged t'hat a , 
1 U.S.-made bomb may have : 

,been . used_ by 1Jhe South ' 
Vietnamese.'to suffocate· 

~~Jii.i.trnops: · ' ; · 
C~~ -Peiifagori · -said the 
· ·~1>s oiiginally were de: 1 

sig:nea-:-to_ · c_lear nellc~-pterr l. 
landing· f➔"5WiP ,~ 
proved to be maceurate. ' 

They might be' capable of 
.suffocating· troops· within a 
200.yaro · radius· but. were 
not designed for use as anti- ' 
personnel weapons,· the· de­
fe11se department added. 

Meanwhile, Pan American 
World Mrways made its last 
civilian: flight from Saigon 
on_ Thursday. Its · Sai-gon 
s~f , was ·evacuated by a . 
military charter: · 

The U.S. flag still waved i 
over the American consulate · 

' in threatened Bieoooa' 14 t 

miles· ncir_th of Saigon. '-and 
Consul General Richard A. 

-~ -· Peters said "We are orr the!. 
jotb," although the door was 
locked as a security pre­
caution. 
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L Outp~-~tf or~1{h,n,et }Jep'!M!c.\ 

By James Fenton the Thais, which Cambodia came tol I the temp~~ ---:tep_s _ 
Special to The Washington Post f1' nally o It' · · dd. t ' w n. 1s o ; hen, where the border begins. 
PREAH YIHEAR, Cambo·- that Prince . Sihanouk re- Lookin~ up, w_e @.\!1<1.se.e 1 

dia, April 23-At last count . cently claimed the- whole of the flag of ·the Khmer Re­
there still were 130 soldier~ . Cambodian territory \ had public lstill flying · over the 
defending the Khmer Re- · now fallen to the Royal Gov- ruins. It was rather torn-as 

1 

1 public in this clifftop · tern- ernment of Khmer Kational · if somebody had started to 
pie, 1,500_ feet above sea- , Uni!Jn (GRUNK). i;-ip it apart and then 
level. "This is the Khmer . 'Perhaps Preah Vihear had thought better of it. 
Republic," said a ,Jieutenant slipped his mind, but that Pre ah Vihear is an ex-· 
of the. govemment•·.forces. seems unlikely. traordinary construction. 1 

"It's very small now:•'· · Yesterday, certainly, there Ima,gil)e a lfne of steps lead-
The _area in question is• was not an insurgent in ing from temple.to temple.:... 

less tha~ one square mile. ~ight~ as- we drove . through. half a .mile up and ending in 
Geographically, it seems to the Dongrek Mountains a s.heer cliff. 
belong to Thailan· d a small from Sisaket in Thailand al- On eithc 'd f. th t , though the Tha1· s·o1d·1·ers' at . r s1 e o .. es eps 
section of cliff jutting 'out are stone carvings of lions 
over the Cambodian plain. _the border seemed .con- long twisting · snakes,. and : 
Culturally, however, . the .vinced._that we were about phallic symbols-many of 
temple complex is certainly t~ be ,ftlled full of Commu- · . them now looted or broke it 

C b 
.,, rust lead. · "d b · ' am oui;m, dating :from be- • 1s sat ; · y wild elephants. 

fore the period of Angkor There had been fighting And hanging around · the· 
Wat. , around the temple _the night temple enclosures are sol-

in the past the virtual en- before, and a 'new group of diers of the defeated army. 

Cla e h 
,_- ... t . fronUer guar.ds had been . They sm1'le as ever when ', 

v . as ·ueen . he subject t t th · · 
Of a fl

nr b d d se~T o, e spot. -We walked th_ey taik.,-but when th.ey·are : 
w ce oun ary ispute th · I t · between the Khmers and e as part of the way !1°t t~lking their faces settle 

through the fore~t, and mto e
1
xpressions of worry. 
l 
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: They( have a lot to be wor- with his commanding offi-
ried atJout. Som!how or cers in Siem Reap. His head 

: other they have not yet got is turning roun·d and round. 
around to surrendering, al- He just does not know what 
though they know perfectly to -do. · 
well from the radio that ev- In comparison with the· 
erything is over. · last time I came here, in Oc-

The lieutenant starts off tober iast year, there ;ire. 
in grand style. They will very few soldiers , or their 
fight to the end. They will families left. Walking 
fight till the last .bullet. among the wooden huts in 

1 
I They are fighting .. because 'which they used to live was 

they hate Communism. They like walking through a ghost 
will nev~r give up. · village. · 

'Then he says that maybe_ In the distance, a group-of 
it would be better to· go to. soldiers is stretching ·out a · 
Thailand. Maybe lie will go· brilliant white sheet in the 

soon; his -family is in, Thai- sun. Could be for surrender\ 
land. · flags, I- thihk to myself. A 

Then he says he is waiting little while ·later the sheet 
here for his death. And then reappears, dyed .. , qlack. 
he giggles, Finally' he says Cou!d be for black ~~IW•Biia_s, 
that he really cannot make · I thrnk. ~\ 
up his mind whether to be a Most of the people here 
Khmer Rouge or a. Khmer . are sep:arafed -rri:>m -- tlieii" 
Republicap. · , families. One of the most 

He's lost radio contact pathetic things about the 

.. __ 7?~_· -__ -
last stages of thf war wa.s 
that many on . the govern-
ment side got separated. 
The soldiers hated .it; they 
had preferred taking -their 
famHies ·with them, even:­

. into da·ngerous situations. 
· These people, of cou1;se, · 
had one of the cushiest:'jobs 
of the war. There was never 
very much. harrasement 
here, but the'.trotible was, as · 
I was told on my previous 

1 visit, _it w.~~. so utterly bor- ' 
-ing. ' 

You .were isolated entii:ely. 
from Cambodia. The·. troops 
who came to , relieve· 'You; 
would go by the way • of 
Thailand. There was nothing 
t'o do.for mcintns on end, 

On either, side ofthe iem: 
-~§ttWS. are neat little veg­

'. etaole 'p'i'!t't:'l:ies. The Khmer 
Rquge~_~p.en they come, will 
no doubt inherit the vegeta-
bles. · · 

·~ ' • 1 

At fh¢ cliff's ed,ge, tne But the stalls are empty 
'fhere the giggling ✓girls· 
used to setl c'ambodia11 
brandy. The staple drink of 
the· government troops' Jlffi-. 
c~r cl'ass, it".was particularly 
welcome during the . cd1d 
mountainous nights. . , ·· 

· Snoozing in - a hut .is a 
Thai captain who, when :we 
disturb him, c0mes blearily 
out arid ·barks'•a few· orders 
to the Khmer officers, and 
then r~tires again. . . , . • 

It is impo_ssibie to deter. 
mine why a Thai captain is_ 
giving orders_ to .Kn.mer offi­
cers, but he .s~ems ·to have· 
made himself very unpopu­
lar with everybody. 'Perhaps_ 
he is there to keep them out·, 
of Thailand. , ·c · ~ 

guard is asleep. I, see,- t.o , 
remember that his predcces- \ . .. - .. · ·• ~ . 

. sor· was' asleep· as well. Bes-
tirring himself, he produces 
a pair of binoculars, and we 

. stare· 'together at the miles 
• and miles of Cambogia that:· 
lie ·beneath us. ., 

It is quite empty-a vast 1 

; stretch of lightly wooded • 
nothing. The soldier. · points ) 
out the invisible salient 
features: . · that was the .• 
school, that was the airfield,· 
that was the road leading ti:> ., 
the village. 

There are tigers, and , 
there az:e Khmer Rouge , 
hanging around, but neither,:. 
of these categories is visrble 
today/ .Andi in,· th"'e"'~i'ff~~r:t:1 Evading his stern interdic­

tions, we slip· off to see th_e heat, in shack_s and bivouacs · ) 
ruins, slinking past the , among the rums, the Khmer •1 
stone phalluses, and· up t6 Repuolic is .taking a- well, . i 

the summit.· earned snooze. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 



• 

DECLASSIFIED 

··•··•··• rthais-Move ~:: 
lTo H Id- 01ti-

ui·· 'o-d- :.• c.-alJ1·- · odians~\ ' 2- _,. .,., ~ .. 
I 1" _/ ',j 

BANGK0K, April 23 (APb 
-Thailand sei;it 1,000 re-·.· 
forcements Wednesday to its·.,, 
frontier with Cambodia · to 

I stem the flow of refugees" I 
and. weapons into the coun.:'1: 

·: try, · the Thai government .'1 
said. - · 

About 4,0oo-border police I 
have guarded the 400-mile" i 
frontier _ since the ·Com-'/: 
munist-led Khmer Rouge··, 

' took over Phnom Penh on '; 
, Ap~il 17. Several, thousand"' 1 
. refugees ha;e sought shelter') 
• in · Thailand and fleeing'.: 1 

! Cambodian 'soldiers· and,·I 
', pi!ot.~ have.. br9ught. in · a,J 
large number of weapo·ns', 

· and aircraft, to the em bar:': 
· rassment of the Thais, who 

do not' wish" t-0 I aliena'te the i 
new &overrunent of Cam-
bodia.· ·,-. _i 

_Meanwhile, Cambodia was : 
again· Junder. a· blanket of, ! 
silence,. and. informed dip lo- ·' 
inatic l~bserveis spebulated ( 

' • ' '., I 'f 

the new ,·K.hmei; , Rouge, , 
leadership might· •have en- / 
counteted difficulties in • 
·organifing. tpe country and· 1 

• 

__ _i~~..E_il!Ji~al. · _ . . . 
, "How can 60,000' Khmer L .J 
\ Rouge handle 2 l:million;, e 
'people?" one observer.I 
J noted, referring-to the small· 
, size of the vict?rious army ! 

and the large and unwieldy t\ 
population of Phriom · Penh:· 

1 
Another Cambodian lead- ; 

er on the Communist-death), 
list. has fled .. to Thailand: ·l 
leaving only -two of the.· 
seven ,unaiiountecl for. ·.i 

1'hai officials -said former-, 
Premier In Tam. fled across;! 
the bo_rder Saturday with 
three ot,her persons. as they 

. -.-" were being pursued •and.· 
, fked on .. T.he sources said h 

I . _ they w~re in police custodj,' 
near bhe border. · ' 

In T~decr the gov-­
ern;nent in .1973- while Pres­
ident Lon .Nol was in the 

---1:Jnite"d. States "£/if medical', 
treatment. After the Com:•'. 
munists captured Phnom'' 
Penh, he vowed to lead a' 
guerrilla movemeht in north-\ 
west C;imbodi~, ., .. _ : , ·ii 

Of the other six men the -
Khmer ·Rouge·. said t,hey 
would, execute as• traitors,, 
only .former Premiers Long; 
Boret and -Sisowath Sirik ,, 
M:atak are ·believed, to -be in" 
custody in .Phnom. Penh, or, 
they may.have been execut-. · 
ed. , - _.' . '. . :'. 

Reliable sources in,,Bang ... -
1 kok said employees of West:.·: 
I ern agencles were safe_ in-.:; 
~side the French con_sulate jn · • 
, Phnom Penh, but 'that the 

compound was' surrounded'' 
by Khmer Rouge soldiers ' 
and thatr.A shortage. of food4 

and wafer ; continued. A·'• 
Fre·nch government ·spokes-<'.• 
man in· Paris• said · Tuesday· 
that Phnom Penh authorities", 
agreed: that·· food could · be:.' 
delivered and a supply plane,,; 
had been dispatched. · 1 

InitiaUy there were 1,200: 
persons · in the compound;,· 

, according' ·to. the ·,French: ': 
I Some.· 400 . .- Cambodians lef~, 
: after the .Khmer Rouge de-·: 
i mantled that all -Cambodians; : 
1 leave .the compound, the . .-; 

sources said, but about 600,; 
! Cambodians remain with· 
I West~rn, journalists, mern-, 
· bers of i'nternatfonar relief 

agencies and the United Na-0 

tions· and others. · · ' ·''1 
.. , ,J • • ' ' ; . ;f. ! 

-The Khmer Rouge rad_iq. 
coi;itinued to play revolu, .. 
tionary ~ongs ;md repeated -
a speech giveri 'Tuesday by I 

Khieu Samphan, the com-_ ) 
mander ·: in chief of the . 
Khmer Rouge a;~med force~ · 
and presumably one of· the : 
top leaders .. of the move­
:me_nt. ',. . ·' _ ,'. . 

4 mass- celebq1tiqn haf; 
•been: sche_duled to , begin;

1 Thursday to mark: the vii;;;. 
tory_ ·· ·· 
. Sources saiJ -Si?(_ of Cam~. 

:bodia's top , military coni: 
manders fled after the fail -
of Phnom Penh last Thu~;., 
day and now were fn Thar,. 
land·. Thailand · grants all_-~ 
Cambodian refugees only- -a.• 
one-month permit to· stay in: 
the country. 1 
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:saigOll in. Hurried S€iii-ch 
For,__ O(f rrAcceptable ui VC 

'I~ ,j 1 . • .. ·. ·. ., I 
By H. D. S. Greenway the streets of Saigon or a gon gove,rnment, . the Viet•.t 
and Philip A. McCombs · nightmare panic and the cong and independent "third, 

was,ungtan Past Foreign Service. breakdow~ of al .. l _or'd_er.'i force" politician. s. Thieu had J\, 

1 SAIGON, April 23-Diplo- . There 1s no md1cat1on per-sistently refused to dis• 
l·mat~, politicians and i;ener- · here_ yet_, that the Co~- cuss the council, contending, 
'als worked feverishly Wed- m~mst will_ accept c?mpro- that it Id 1 d t · li- i 
: nesday in an effort to find a mise. ·Radio Han01 has wou ea O a coa , 
1 political solution acceptable .. called the present political tion government with thC: 1 
• to the Communists, whose maneuverings "the dance of Communists.' - J 
. divisions are now gathering the puppets" and· the Viet- But there is still some \ 
1 in the provinces outside the cong representatives in Paris . hope here that the Commu-1 
I capital: have rejected the latest . nists would prefer to take ·, 

Vietnam's new president South Vietnamese offer to the temji'oi·ary coalition road j 
•Tran Vat;1 Huong accepted negotiate, ·as long as. the to final victory rather th,an l 
resignatfon of Prime Minis- United States - is still sup- ta.ke Saigon by storm. 

1ter Nguyen Ba Can Wednes- porting the war. · The' Americ'ans arc .work­
: day ih the first step of a The Foreign Ministry, in a ing hard behind ·the secenes 
lnow desperate attempt to, 'statement Wednesday, had- for. such a-·solution but 
1'form a new government. . offered to discuss "all issues· ·events are moving now with, 

The prevailing view · within the framework of the sudden. speed; . Those who ; 
among many American and Paris agref?meht ." • • iriclud, have -spoken with 'President , 

; western diplomats, and also ing the establishment .of a Huong, haye not_ fou_nd that; 
j among many Vietnamese is · National Council for. Recon- he is capable of either quick-; 
'. that the North Vietnamese ciliation and.Concord." or decisive· action. · · · 

·, have virtually won tlie war The council, .i,s envisaged ;·The -Ame1·Ican ambassa.-
:.and that all that is_ leftis to in the 1973 Paris pact, would dor, Graham Martin, has 
mask surrender with some prepare for new national (net with the French Ambas-

' sort of coalition· that would elections. It would be made 
. avoid either a last battle in tip of members of the Sai- ' 

L. -
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R..,_ism, Peace Moves in ·s~t 
. vrutt~ ··From Al 

I':..~- ~. ,.~ <.:/·.t,, ,-, ~ . ~ 

sador, tUJJ•)la$•• Mtiiillon, 
in the1~~~ahf·an effort 
to enll11t. Pre:lieb help. The 
Frene]l have been in contact 
with · the Vietcong's Povi­
siona.J' . J,tevolutionary Gov­
ernment, npresentatives in 
Paris,,-.id. there is talk here 
of trylnf•, to "iet a list of ac­
ceptablit,, Saigon persopali­
t1e1 for. a eoa11Uon. But ac­
cotatug' ~ , ,ivell. informed 
diplomattq sources, the PRG 
have not; yet obliged the 
French b'T, -~ting whom 
they wouldl!,.ieal with in a 
coalition. :, .. 
· Hu on g,. summoned the 
French' dibassador to the 
p~ce. ,_ v_.-1ous so-called 
·"tli1rd iforee" candidates, 
such p -Duong Van (Big) 
·~. wlll> . led the coup 
1iathst' Nr,t, Dinh Diem in 
,~1 ,~~t .,rowut the clock 
ii,Wi,, ~er,ls, politicians 
'''rid Ute ~aden; of religious 
ieCU.r:~, ,.:··-.-;. ,.~ -;~ .. 

1 
.. ~~ .. -:- ~"li 

l,specu­
lnnis-· 

would be 

given a major political role.. ported sightirig a large C'Oil; sfres~ u.at:the li.Ui; .f~l:;Siii, 
He was scheduled to meet voy: · .. ot .9cimmu1;1ist. tr(_)()J?1.: j:pn'will be fought ~ome ~-
w.th the president Thursday travelin.,g near. B1e,ru.ioa rn· f', •,fanee' frotn' the city-per-
moroing. column of Soviet0buHt MolO.•J;:' 11 ·,. 20 to 30: niile . · • 

[A group of 17 dep: fova trucks. : aps . · , · . !! .· ll"'~: 
uties in the National AS· . A'visit to theoo.rtheaste,rn',: tu:liUk1: the, Cambodiim fas 
sembly, members of the. OP· front Wednesday :found,cODt:, ,_-.. ~egkseq····.ts.w .. ;e,:rj;He. hoon·Jyi!)·I·.1,:v}e~·e,·: .. ·mjll:-.ll 
position Nation Society, is- . ditions' relatively •peaceft.1J' -.. ,;.a 

sued a statement calling for · With lelili artiUefy arid mor- .[orso'fi-om Plu!oni Penh,'.'the 
the installation of Min4 as t~r ;rounds . ·coming iri. oil : North} r Yietilamese · have 
president, wire services re- : gov:etnment_ positions·, th art ' 'Janka/antiaircraft ~uiufand 
ported. Another member ol -before: Military' sources said misslles . as wdl 'AS• long•, 
the antigovernment alliance, th~fGcinimunist ,p,ressure iii,,, range a:rtillel'y> I.f. Saigoa's 
militant Roman Catholic · .tij!i1s9utb; along, HighW!lY 4 '. ,ti:oop$1(1Jt!th~ ,~tile on ~ 
priest Tran Huu Thanh, to the .Mekong Delta, had · 01,iter pertm~ter, ·it _wlll,be' 
whose anticorruption. move, decreased,'• · somewhat· as · 1111 over for Saigon;'~:' ;; 
ment has long ca.11.ed for a. well. But'wheth~r• the. Com· The, '.iBrlUsb;, Aust]lllians 
total change of leadership, muriists .. 'were; 'de}iberately amt West: Germans. are ;al• 
urged Huong to form a halting uieit, . .advance ~o ·•· rea~y: posing. th~ emb-.s,, 
"Cabinet of national . salv11-, watch polftical: events, or ~es and taking out as,mJUI¥ 
tion" within two days or "wi wheJheritJleY.C~ere simply Vie:i\ruuiiese'as want to go, 
will act on our own."] - · · gathering.forces,fcir another , [Thailand will Withdraw 

~eanwhile, the compara: st rike,was not known. . all rernaihing penonnel'"at~ 
tive lull in the fighting con: The C-ommunist ta~tic so tached fo; the' Thai •embassY 
tinued. far has been tti ;gradually ill'Saigojj on Thursday, Thai 

South Vietnamese com• surroundi•oS'aigon · and in• Foreign :Minister' ,·C~tictia:i 
manders moved the govern• crease· pressure on tlte city ' Choonba.van ·. s~d' · in 
ment's warplanes out of slov.•!y....,-hot unlike tbe me- Bangk1;>tl . . ' 
Bienhoa in tlle face of an thod ,the Cam'i>odia'n. ins11r• . Vietnamese 'soarres said 
expected Communist assaulf gents.used' ii:(Ph,nom Perth. , that the Americans , had 
~n the big air base 15 miles . WlleUierthat tactic will con• : 'iomised. fto. ,iwacuate' the 
northeast of Saigmt Govern•' '.tinB~_.ue.tis_._~_,.,. • ' ·' t:... · · f/1 key pofice a;.ict 
ment helicopter pilots re~ 't_◄:~.•,.·~., ··r.•. . ieers :who. we're 

.~ , · on to :keep :the 
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\Pr9ce~s at t,ie 
g :ful1 ti1t:C.C. • · 

, ' ..North. vier 
~~ri~f-~~~ni.lt~ 
ov~ei-r-un ~-'!Western . ; 
telligence soU:r(!es said W a 

nesday,actordmg to the Ai;; 
sociat~; Pr'e$11.:.';'Pbe ;s,ourees 
speculate<L that the ;commu­
nist ·si~e i..delayin'g a f~l 
kill wlliJe ifwl!Jcl:)es. t,1:1.e ~ 
:idly moving political· eveut.s 
in.Saigon. . ' · · '. 

A ha;M .grenad~. j~loded 
in a . bl_ack ,tl}'41'.ket:( st!'.ll . in 
Saigon .,.w'ed~~s<fiiY/.night, 
killing '.,tb;ree. Vjtitnamese: 
women>anil jQjW'liii{: three 
other· persons, l~ as nci.t lm:. 
mediately kn.own if it was a 
terr(jr attaclv, ' , i : .' 

1'he. North' ·V\etnarir News 
Age_nc~tf'quotln,g : Vietcong 
offi¢ials,'~said the Vietcong 
captured · tw,o /South Viet, 
~, :~el'ala .la-Pllu­tiii! ... l of" 9t ,__... pro_. f/4.. · Ninbthua, ill 
r~Jtt f10'1n,. · 



\'V a;,;l11n&rlon Post Foratitn Ser-;rice 

CLARK AIR BASE, Phil-
1 ppines, April 23-The way 
Capt, Trinh looks at it, he 
was never much of a soldier. 

He went into the army be­
cause he had no choice. His 
loyalty was to the men he 
served as paymaster. not the 
government -whose uniform 
he wore. He was born in 
China of Vietnamese par­
ents, lived in Saigon and in 
Hanoi, and was introduced 
to \Vestern ways of thought 
by a classical French educa­
tion. 

Now the war is far from 
over, although the death rat­
tle can be heard, and Capt. 
Trinh of the Anny of the 
Republic of Vietnam sits in 
a refugee center at Clark 
Ail'. Base tending the bath of 
his.small children and think­
ing vaguely about the better 
life he hopes for far awav 
in the vnited States. . ' 

.. I am not afraid of the 
Corn.n;tunists, 'because thev 
are People like ever,ron·e 
else. Of course. there will be 
blood in the re~·olution. but 
that is the y.•ay revolutions 
are. I was worried about my 
children, though r might be 
called out to fight during 
the battle for the city When 
shells come down. And I 
worried about the life they 
would lead afterwards. I 
didn't want them to be Red 
Guards. Maybe most people 
would be as well off under 
communism, but I wanted 
something different for my 
children. 

"To tell the truth. in some 
ways I am living better than 
r ever did at home," said 
tall, darkly handsome Pham. 
··H_ere in _tl1-i§ _ tra.iler ·we 
have -.Ir ...-Uoning, a· re­
frigera,tor, ..... a telephone. 
Of e<iurse, l might -be livjng 
in one-of tbe'buiilui, in ''tent 
city" <Just .... ethe,pai-a.cte 
field:) .,. . .,_s would b•':' 
rlifferent, but right here_ 1·­
l'Ou!d have no complaint.'' 

"Do you think. Al'l1erfoa 
would give rec}~ime.d _Jahd 
to Vietnamese --so we·'cou-ld 
have a· place- ~o- start?·" he 
asks. He knows there are 
few rice fields in America 
and that land is scarce, but 
still he hopes. 

He worked with the Com­
munists in the Vietminh 
against the French, and 
then he deserted them. 
Rightly or wrongly, he had 
no doubt of his fate---quick 
and final-when the takeo­
ver com~s to Saigon. Like 
1nany others, he had consid­
ered dangerous and hare­
ht"ained schemes to- flee, in~ 
Yolving~ small boats, money 
under the table and code 
tapping in the night. 

Thus, he was delighted al­
most beyond belief ,❖hen an 
.'\.merican friend arranged a 
safe and almost effortless 
'.ir Force flight to Clark. 

t-;till, he h leaving Vietnam 
behind and going oft into a 
land of the unknown. That 
i5 fearsome to him, and with 
good reason. 
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man~· of t;he 6,- R.ASE, Calif,, April .23-----=Hun-
OOO or so refugees '"'·ho are deeds of e\·aeuees f:rotn Sal• 
crowded into tents, trailers, h 
schools, a gymnasium., and ~:_9.n - t ree-fi.fths of them 
other quarters on Ameri,;,;1's S..uth Vietnamese. refugees 
largest overseas mU}t;a,-y landed here today, 
base, Trinh and Pham have _ Most were Vietnamese 
been propelled :from their. women and chHdr:ei:L who 
native land by circum- -- c:ame with civilian ·Aw:eri­
stances and the power and" 
sense of honor of the United c_an hust>an<:ls and sponsors. 
States. They. know and ever- T_hey brought .-stories,._ · of 
yone knows that n,.. other homes, buiinesses and. fam­
nation could or would' ilies abruptly ·abandfi.ued 
mount_ such an . operation of_ growing anti•Am,;_ .... _ --·.,·a--n·_• 
with giant j.et planes l1a1,nd: · .__,_ 
ing around the clock bring. t«;nsion and of black: liiai'ket 
ing grateful people in flight Prices for doliars\ani:1,'f,ilsi;-
from their frears. ports. :,: · · 

The problem-and the op- "Our bOUS<;I, o:ur-furnitu're, 
porturuty-is that manv we had to leave ;1 all be­
y.ears of life are still ahead hln<;I. 1 i~ine the vc have · 

~~;~er:r,;gan~0 th%a:~~ o;~ i;:~1,:\~;'',a).i}i:(~-;;. said W'!).fel' 
dre-ams to dream_ They have.::' ~- lt:a-in, :a ciyUian cone 
heard of the melting p-ot,.'_. ti'actor in Vieinain. 
but they are wary. The ,nelt, :2,W.ith hirn on tl}e_American 
ing pot may be for Europi,.._i Airl" 4 - .,,;;,....:" . -, ' 
ans, but what of the yellt1,w~3 ·•· ipe ·-- ?· l- i• .,,,.....,t:, -,.-..: 
skinned s<>phisticates of the' C-l'ark A.ir ll3$e".i'r({h~ Pbllij>,c, 
Orient. the Vi<'lnames-e? pJ.nes were his Vietnalll•:'. 

Professor Anh. a n O t e d-c w_i:fe. Lahn, and thefr; t.6,;.,e 
mathmeticfan of Dalat :Uni-. <.',!Jildren. "l spent,_,. ei,abt,; 
v<"rsity who has studied at:'. :r:~ in 1rnrt·'.~a•:i:l'.~,-eo~; 
Berkeley. sat on an army cot· _ apd all J:ve got to'"shotr• 
in "tent ·etty" and :'el<pl'.essed>, i.l::is.fbe $300 in my pcicket-'-'· 
confidence in a future·:1.n di:··· ~d- my family."·: 1 

gital analysis beyond· the -The fiight was.-the second 
ken of ordinary mortals. He to.arrive here today, and the 
has friends in America. and t<!nth to land in Californ.ia· 
he has a skill. He is certain since the .'refugee airUJ_t be-_ 
everything will go right. gan last week, 

Refugee status at Clark _'I'l:•e 559 Amei,ic;in,s 'attd. 
Air Base is a godsenq· in Vu.tqa,mese who .. · -ari-ived' 
other ways as well. "11/Iy old- toda:y- were pN>c~-, - ' J'ijp"t;, 
est son would have . fieen Iy __ t:b rough i tiort-

!'"a't~:~ 1~n vf~C..r1.~ N~~ ~: :f:~i~t~bi!~r! i~\!~ 
will not have to go," Anh. - t ta Ve l an'Al1Minents'_ to 
had thought of taking bis other parts of 't1:le'6i:>unfry. - · 
fa:mily to Amer'ica · before, .;Under a U.beralized-~·ntry 
but it seemed impractieal. PJ'Ocedure set ru>Wh ~Y the 
They are nine, f:Jicludi,tfg';~ Immigration and Nattu.-aw 
married daughter and bh zation Se11Vjce, - $0""-lllied di:i.- _ 
husband, and air tid<ets pend,:,nts _ ')Ye,:,e: •;;noj:,.,q-U:es-­
alone-woul,:! have been ttiou- tf0nf'li , tQQ: ewt<i:J.& ---.a:boutc, 
sands of dollars beyond hls t~<1ir stat.11s._,,J1f~t' _...,_ 
reach. Xow they all are be' gi~n _a slmpJ,:,t;..,_, to· tlll ' 

~~::1• b~
0 ~i/~~#::~tl';' t~f,i1u_~-'.-:~_ {!o~.c.:_-~.--·a.c: \ 

,;~~;t_tx_,_j{_-_.al'~.-~--~-·-=_j_,-~_P'"_hi_~i;,_·~--~-··--co_._r_ - at~ff,!_eatina . - . . . _ --· 
A woll\an ~n -black- DJ1nta- .. "'~~~~;lR,;:ts~ w~ 

l<ip.n.i ''Jiving: l'ii ~~1.·1'1,;i-(i_t\( . .- th~ eouoty 
wag, ._IJ)YStife'd by~ . .. . cbifig" <>rt'• to 
quei!tUonaboM her 4a wUlirlg l<i 
"I.: b;ib:W- nl#h;ing. , /.iol :l'J)ouees and 
band sald w'e go; Sil' o 't, . .t,:,; . · · 

ve~\1~t~"t:~{:!t!li 1t:("'~iiy•r:a.:
0 ~1J!it~ri~~ 

with a dratf.''-exerription no iX,Stlet"tor Hamer - McCain., 
doubt purchased at a hand- "!n -manY cases; they're not 
some price, b~lieves he will ev-eu related." -. 
exist quite well with the -The service toda:Y de-
help of his sister in America tained 135 Vietnamese re-
and the support of the fugees who had no papers. 
l.'.nited States. Th.ey w<>re held in a church 

"Tbts is the price America ri<iar San Francisco while 
must pay for waging war in autlloriti,es dec:jde:d0 what to 
our land and then abandon-- d,o w1th them. Ariot}\er 19 
ing Vietnam. It is small were turned .ov¢r - "to a 
price, eonsidertng every- Catholic relief ageQCy, 
thing." "For the most pirt, how-

He has found a rationale e-ver; newcomers today 
for his journey, Evidently · w;;ere cletlTlY wives- or .;fian­
he has not yet found a cees of the American civil• 
dream to dream. ia.n~,.wll,o ael'.'omparti,ed -the:m. 

559 Evacuees 
Land in California 

By Lero:v F~ Aarons 
Wash1np;ton Post Staff W:rh:e-r 

TRA VIS AIR F O RC E 
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Because of the frantic­
push to· ,evi:.cuate;: the re­
fu:1eees said, Amet-foan dol--­
la.rs were ·at_ a ph,,.inium in 
Sll'lgOn-:-ur:I from · 725 · pias­
ters cxehange rate to as 
high aa 3,000 piasters per 
dollar on the black marke1. 
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Refugees to Guam 
· L t~By Rrr&rey Marder · 

Washington Po-st Staff Writer 

The United . States shifted its -swiftly 
expanding Vietnamese evacuation airlift 
from the Philippines· to Guam yesterday, 
to ·remove tens of thousands of South 
Vietnamese before the '!'ar cuts .off their , 
exit route. · · 

According to repoi;ts from Guam; 5,000 
persons a day are expected to reach that 
U.S. island territory in an around-the­
clock airlift. There are · estimates that 1 

South Vietname·se evacuees arriving in 1 

Guam will reach 50,000 or more. · 
F.or securitY reasons, officials in Wash­

ington refused to discuss· U.SAarget fig. 
ures· for the South Vietnamese evacua- , 
tion. In any event, officials .said, no ·,one 

. can be certain when the Communists 
might close in on .Saigon and sever the 
airlift. 

One reason for the sudden· shift from 
the Philippines to Guam as a major 
evacuation center, U.S. sources· conceded 1 

privately, was to avoid further strain in· 
American-Philippine relations. 

The volume oJ' South Vietnamese being 
evacuated shows that the United States 

J,s_JlOt waiting for a questionable cease­
fire to pull out large n·umbers of "high 
risk" Vietnamese-U.S. employees·· and 
others-who could· .;be special targets of 
Communist reta.liation in a total take-over 
of that nation. 

Newsmen in the Pacific reported yes­
terday that· the ratio of South Vietna­
mese to Americans aboard evacuation 

-- flights appea_red to be running • about 
20-fo-l. . 

_.1.ccording to a congressional source, , 
1h~ United States since April 1 has taken 
"something like 10,000" South' Vietnamese 
ouj of that country without public ac­
co nting, including orphans and relative!;.. 
of South Vietnamese in the United States. 

___ Jltep, Thomas E. Morgan (D-Pa.),'. chair-
man of'the House International Relations , 
Committee, said. there are now fewer than., 
1,000 U.S. officials and dependents in , 
South Vietnam. 

Quoting State Department figures ·as 
of yesterday, Morgan said there were still 
in South Vietnam 866 U.S. officials and 
59 dependents, 457 American contrac_tors 
with 167 dependents, and 331 other Ameri­
cans, including newsmen _and missionaries. i 

With the announcement that airlift Op· 
erations have shifted from the huge Clark , 
Air Base in the Philippines to Guam, the 
U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Ser-

\ 
J 

vice said it is sending extra personnel to '. . - 1 
,~ --Guam to" process Vietnamese and Cam-

bodians headed for the United States. 

S~e GUAM, Arn,_ Col._ 1 · 
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completed ';,five to · seven 
·days" of p110cessing. 

a tent dty, would ·be flown 
to Andersen Aair Base on 

'The· State"·and ":befense de- Gµam, 1,500 miles to the 
partments also are sending East, or directly to. the 
extra personnel to Guam. · United States. 

Authority to admit to this On Gua'm, the most west-
country up• to 132,000 Indo- erly U.S. possession, an in­
chinese refugees, including flux of 50,000 or more would 

. senior officials of .the South nearly double the popula­
Vietnamese government, tion of 85,000 on an island 
was granted Tuesday by the 30 miles long and four to 
Justice Department. ! nine· miles wide. 

Some 10,000 Americans Guam's Governor Ricardo 
and Vietnamese had been Bordallo was reported to 
flown from Saigon to Clark have -been advised by .Secre­
Air . Base · when a Defense tary of State Henry A. Kis­
Department ~·spokesman singer that the Vietnam 
there announced at noon . evacuees could stay as long 
yesterday the· switch to as 90 days. 
Guam as an evacuation Refugees can be movc'd 

· center. - · -· from Guam to the United 
Air Force spokesmen at States·or other destinations, 

Clark said ·a,ooo refugees U.S. officials said, once the 
already there, jammed into immigration service has 

Bordallo reportedly said 
that Guam could accept as 
many as 25,000 refugees on 
a permanent ·basis. However, 

. senators in the Guam terri­
torial legislature yesterday 
demanded guarantees · that 
United States would pay the 
bills for the use of Guam 
as a halfway house, and they 
expressed concern ab o u t 
possible Vietcong infiltra­
tors among the refugees_. 

On Guam, the U.S. Navy 
was preparing to house the 
Vietnarriese refugees. in an 
old 900-bed hospil;.al, with 
additional space for 10,000 
more in dormitories used 'by 
American air crews engaged 

., ~--,_._.., .... .._.. -··•'-•--"-""~•<.•-s. ---·~-~--. -----• 1 '- '·--- ~ -... - ..... -.·- .. . ... ........ _.,,_.~..; ___ ~' ..... ' ~ ' • ~"--· ·' .-.....->' • ~ 

Uon of the base agfeement, ! 
aud they qid , n?t -so indi· 
cate." He said ·"Clark. just· -
didn't have the facHities we 
have to have." 

in the bombing _of ~orth 
Vietnam in 1972. 

There were reports, and 
denials tli'at the Philippine 
government of President 
Ferdinand E. Marcos insist­
ed that the . United States 
stop using Clark Air Base, 
the largest • Alnerica11 mili­
tary iristallation outside the 
United. Stqtes, as a massive 
evacuation center for Viet­
namese. 

There was an unconfirmed 
report from the Philippines 
that ·Marcos had . been as­
sured earlier'that no more 
thart 200 Vietnamese would 
be· at the Clark base at any 

• one time. 
Marcos previously an: 

nounced that with Com­
' munists victors in Indochina 

his nation is reassessing its 
relation~ with the United 
States. Marcos is scheduled 
to meet with his · foreign. 
'policy council Friday to ex­
amine what he called "op­
tions" for withdrawing from 
the Philippines' .mutµal de­
fense pact. with the United 
St ates and withdrawing 
American access to bases in 
the Philippines. · · 

State Department spokes• 
man Robert' Anderson de­
nied yesterday that the air­
lift switch from . the ·Philip.:" 
p'ines to Guam :was order­
ed because U.S.-Philippine 
r e 1 a ti o n s w e r e \very 
·strained." · 

.. · "It was our decision to 
limit the operations at 
Clark," Anderson said, "and 
[its use] is' not a contraven• 

DECLASSIFIED 

Other U.S. officials, how• 
ever, acknowledged that the'· 

. United States wanted , to 
avoid, as one put it, "fur­
ther trouble with the Philip­
pines," and Guam, i,lS a.

1 
U.S .. · 

te!jritory, was· better ·equip-!. 
ped for·a major U.S. evacu: 
ation center. 

Refugees at ,Clark Field 
said that that the. camp loud­
speakers announced fa Viet· 

. n~mese, though not in En­
. gllsh, that the transfer to 

Guam was necessary because 
the PhlJippinei go_vernment 
did not want them there. 

• 
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Aid for Vietnam~ ,, 

Trc)c)p Ai1thority 
Ap.proved by Hill 

E, ac~!_tt V9l!J1Je,,~tnre 
B, HichanJ L LYZ-~nd Spe11cer Rich 

_ ,,·a;.-.h;i,i.;ton Post St.a.if V.'i:tn"" 

Tl no:;;~--;:;cr Sc~1ate ha\'C appro\·ed 
k:;i,iation authorizing funds for humani­
laria•1 aid and to C'\'acua1R endangered 
\"iet11ames0 and Americans from Sout!l 
\"iet,rnm. with authority for the Prc;,.ickn• 
to li-ie the ar1ned forecs if nc--ccs..~ar,- tn 
takf' the people• out. 

Tht~ Senate :•:esterday passed its; \ erst on 
autll,)rizins,'. S230 million for 11w two prn­
ecrarns bv :i n,tc of 75 to 17. The Hou:-<', 
dcbc,ting until 2:40 a.m. today. aut.lmrizcd 
S327 million for thf' same purpo~c~ by • 
,·otc of 230 to 187 

B...th bills cam·c to a 1·ote two weeks 
aftc,· President Ford's urgent .\µril 10 1·e. 
que,t for S.250 million in humanitarian aid 
and Si22 million in emergency military 
;;id to shol'e up the crumbling South ViN• 
nnrn ar1ny. 

\\'hile both bills can be viewed as meet­
i n;; l1is request for· humanitarian aid, th<' 
Pre,ident's request for additional mili• 
tary aid appeared to face ~rtain defeat . 
. \n attempt to add S150 million in militar·.,· 
as~istanee to the House bill was ndecteu. 
:3fl.l LO Z2. 

The lluusP hill waived se\'eral pro­
hibitions n1ted hy Congress during the 
lns1 t \\.:o years a;rainst jnvu1ving U.S~. 
tro,.,ps in comha: in Indochina. lt a.tso· 
sta,ed that U.S. armed forces <:OUld be-

. used to e\·acuate endangered Sou th Viet; 
namese but said that no more could be: 
us('d for this purpose than were needed' 
to e\·a~uate the much smaller nuinber ot 
,>.merican citizens and dependents. The · 
report accompanying the House bill said· 
that S250 of the S-327 miliion is in• 
tended to help re111gees within Sout.b 
Vietnam and that the remaining $7'l 
million is fo,r the evacuation. . 

Attempts to have the aid money ad•· 
ministered bv the United :\"ations 01? 
other internat'.ional organizations were re;.·· 
jeded 

House ;\laJority Leader Thomas P; · 
O':\'eill ,Jr. (D-:\lass.l split from the lead> 
ership of both parties to oppose &ny us♦ 
of U.S. trooi:;s for the evacuation. '\ 

The Senate bill authorized S150 miUioi': 
for humanitarian aid and $100 million fof\ 
e-vaeuation. . · !;1. 

Tl1e Senate bill permits the .President to ) 
use the armed forces H necessary to take (·_:~ 1 
the people out, but thefr use for evacuatioll 
of endangered Souih Vietnamese can be 
only incidental to rescue operations for 
.\mericans. Tl1e number of :\merican 
troops used, the lengt11 of their stay and 
U11~ geo;i.Zraphie scope of their operations 
ar1· :i'.l limited to tbc m1rnbcr nC'edf'd lo 
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was· also crushe , 80 o 
In another key vote, a pro'. 

po~al by Sen. Dick Clark (D-
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:JI\ WALL STREET JOURNAL . 24 APRII,. 1975 Pg. 3 , congressional -.sentijife11t came , duriri_g yes­
terday's House debate on the ·evacuation bill 
when Rep. Sam Stratton (D.,. N.Y.J pro­
posed including an e?'tra , $150 million for 

. military ,at,ct tii ,S?uth ,y~etn,a~ .. His propo~a.I 
· was-ePUShed,by a·vote of•394.to 22. · , . 

( F ord~s Requ<3$t to.Use .. ·Tro.ops to Evacuate_! 
I Vietnamese Fro,:n Saigon Clears Senate· 

President Ford, meanwhile, urged the' 
nation to move beyond the divisiveness of u.ae force in bringing out South Vietnamese the Vietnam war and begin "a. grea.t na• 

I .. 

B11 a WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter who ha.ve ·· been closely assoc.iated: with tlona.1· 'reconciliation." In _what a White 
WASHINGTON - Th_e Senate. voted to ,Americans In the long years of warfare House.spokesman,called an effort to refocus . 

grant President Ford his request for author- there. ·. · . · · · " national' attention on future problems and to 
lty_ to use U.S. t~ps to help evacuate South 'rhe Senate insisted on· :~ategUards •·restore Anierican pride and 'optimism, the 
Vietnamese nationals from beleaguered Sai• against' any· use of thf8, autb~ty to· rein• President to)d Tulane Unlvel'.slty students in 
gon, but only under µ,m1ted condluons. volve, American troops in. p:rottacted com• New Orleans, "today ~erlca can . • • re• 

The Senate bill, which also authorizes bat, U.S. so_l~ers . can pr~ec~ :the -,...i.th- gain, the se11Se of pride that existed before 
$2li0 milll~n toi; food aid, medicine ·and the , dr&wal of"Vletn'amllile onlyfr1>~ th~e areas Vietnam; but it cannot be a.chleved by re­
i:osf of evacuating ,Americans and. Sc!uth Where they.~ already helpmg'AnierScjlna. fighting a war thatls flnishe'd-aa far. as' 
Vietnamese, was approved by a vote of 75 to to get out, according to th!! Be!lll,te bill. : · · ,' America is concern,ed.'' .. ,. · · 
17. The House simultaneously: was working ,, l!en. Willis.m Seott·{R,', Va,) tried to ·de- - 'The President said the "tragic" events In · 
on Its own ve~ 'of aJJ ev~on-,aJd blli lete ~ pj.-oviiilon;! alioJ_ether anif:restrlct ~1lina.._'_'portend neither the end of the 
last evening. '· ' · ; , · . · any· tise _ of.- u.s .. to:rce to the evacuation ot world nor of~merica's le,adershlp In the 

Mr. Ford says; and most In Congress Am.erlcan,cttlzens,but lie lost, so to 12. world." He said he would turn his attention 
!!,gree~_U!&t...M. a.lrtll!..d! ~ au~rlty to use Mr. Ford's sepafate . requ~st fc:ir. more to a variety 'Of new challenges, Including 

i t Am l cltl . , · world . hunger, peaceful exploration of. the troops f necea.sa.ry o rescue er can • military aid (orfhe South Yletnamel!B army, oceans and space, and' natfonal self-sum. 
zens .from South ViehlJlm. However, .he which haa almost no c;hance .of approval, • . - , 
wants Congress to clarlfy,.his,authortty to isn't covered b:( the bill; Aa indlca~o~~~~-~ ~!en~~ 1~ ~ne~- bY,1~8~- , ;' _,· 
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-D~S. Steps Up Evacuatiofl of Saigon ----· -., 4,000 Taken to Philippines 
. ,,,,~ .23~ 
/,f/ ✓~rom News Dispatches 7,J-

About 4,000 Alllericans ·and firing may be just an iso~ \ 
Vietnamese landed at Clark ·lated incident and that .so ! 
Air Base in the Philippines far there i~· no hard evi- \ 
Tuesd·ay in the round-the- dence that the Vietnamese 

· ' Communists have decided to ' , clock · airlift out of· Saigon . 
and found a tangif of. red : attack Tansounhut or to 4 n­
tape and long lfnes ·blocking, terfere with ife evacuation 
their trip on to ·the United program. , 
States. · · · Senior Pentagon officials 

Scores of u.s: Air Force said, however, that Taitsom)- 1 

c.141 and C-BO cargo planes hut could not remain operat-
1 ferried \n the evacuees, land- ing for more than anothei· 
i ina at 30-to-45 minute inter- three to four days if Com-

0 munist pressure in the area vals from Saigon. Tuesday's 
arrivals brought the tot:,l continues. · 
carried out of· South, Viet- About· 1,200 of- the ·eva-

, nam . this month .to · 7,500, cuees who arrived at Clark 
Tuesday were jammed 20 to 

: mostly Americ~u:is. fW.C/ ther •. a tept in a hastily ~reeled 
I 1,000 are expected, .to atri\'e t'ent city and had to walk 
i overnight." , .. ·.. ·,. ·. . long distances to wat/'.lr and 
. One of the.· C-I4ls was .\oilets. Ot}ler eva'Cue~s slept 
J fired at by · a Soviet-built . on cots in qarracks ~nd on 
· 57-rnm, ai1ti~ircralt gun as it . · mattresses · on gymnasium 

left Tansonnhut airport in , fl
9
ors. · . . I_ . 

Saigon, Pentagon sources Tuesday's passenger ·total 
said. The shell apparently . was.Jarge1< than for -the"i:!IF .. 
missed ,the jet, the source~ tire (llonth of April to date, 
said. The 57-mm. gun is con\ during which 3,500 left Sai­
trolled by radar. 

Pentagon officials said thq 
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Saigon }tvaicuation 
Stepped Up by U.S. 

EVACUATION, From Al tbe sheer mass of humani-
ty." 

gon. Most have ·departed The ·scene at Tansonnhut 
since April 16 when Presi- were the evacuees were be- : 
dent Ford ordered nonessen- ing gathered wa·s . also de- .

1 . tial U.S. citize,ns to.leave the scribed . as confused; By 
Vietnamese capital. Officials Tuesday, the former Ameri• \ 
in Saigon said about 2,200 can bowling alley used as a , 
Americans were left! in'..J;il&. shelter for several hundred ' 
city. . . persons was said to be rap- i 

Authorities at Clark said idly 'filling with-filth. The i 
the tent area could be ex- evacuees, mainly women , 
panded to house about 5,000 and children, jammed the . 
persons. Many of the arriv- building~some. huddled in 
als were American men with corners and~ along w'alls. 
Vietnamese wives and chil- Some had been waiting for 1· 

two days to leave. . • 
dren. Outside, other evacuees 

The evacuees faced a long sat under large parachutes : 
' processing perio~. Many had strung up as a shelter. Many 1 

no traveL documents, having sat or slept in the open air · 
left them behind in their aro'und,the piles of baggage 
hurried departure from they were taking with them. 
South Vietnam. · ,. -.,,.,.,,, .. ,...., The exodus of diplomats 

Official U.S. spokesmen. fl'op-i Saigon, quickened I 
said five military chartrred Tuesday, The Dutch govern· · 
aircraft with a totat of 1,600 ment sent a ·plane tu pull·· 
seats · were schedulecl to out the last of its nationals · 
leave Clark on Wednesday and Canada and Malaysia ; 
morning to carry evacuees were reported planning to 
to Travis air base, Calif. follow Australia in closing , 
Other sources, however, their embassies. 
doubted that there would be French officials at- the · 
enough people finished with presidential palace in Paris I 
the processing to fill the said the French government 
planes: · wants its nationals to re- , 

Some evacuees said Red main in Saigon. This was ' 
made known following · a 1· 

Cross authorities informed meeting between 'President 
them that-they would have Valery Giscard d'Estaing 1 

, to stay two to five weeks to and Foreign Minister Jean 
· i:irocess their papers. Sawvagnargues. The sources 

"This is no ·way to treat added that France· had re-
people," · said Col. Paul ceived reports that French 
Wragg of Tampa, Fla., the national~Danang and-L 

·· ,chief-chaplain at Clark and Hue,! two South Vietnamese 
a coordinator of the pro- cities taken by tlie •Commu- · 
gram to care for· evacuees. nists in lVIarch, were safe 
"We are overwhelmed by and ·well, 

~~-~ --- -

. 1 

I 
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CBS EVENING NEWS CBS TV 
7:00 PM APRIL 23 

Vietnam Related News 

( 

WALJER CRONKITE: Good evenin~. As far 
as Ame·r i ca is concerned, Pres i de7 t FORD 
says, the Vietnam war is finishecj. Bob 
Schieffer has that story in New Orleans. 

BOB SCHIEFFER: The President makes 
that declaration in a speech prepared for 
del1v~ry tonight to students at Tulane 

-t:Jniv~rsity. In that speech, which the 
White House bi I ls, as a major address on 
foreign policy, the President calls tbe--­
events of Indochina tragic, but ~says 
they do not spell the end of the world 
or of America's leadership. Unlike his 
recent speeches which have cal led for more 
aid to Indochina, the President instead 
tonight calls for a new national recon­
ciliation to bind up this nations• wounds 

_and to restore national pride. He says 
that pride cannot be restored by refight­
ing a war that is already finished as far 
as this country is concerned, In a . _..,...-,,;;;: 
s-peecl,1 ear 1 i er in the day to the N;avt -
Leagues convention here the President 
stressed a strong national defens~. 

PRESIDENT FORD: I deeply beli~ve that 
the va~t majority of our citizens 

1
today 

\'✓ant tp maintain American sea, land and 
air forces that are second to none. 

SCHIEFFER: Mr. FORD's schedule here 
also included a ground-breaking for the 
library which wil 1 be named for N~w 
Orleans Congressman F. Edward HEBERT. 
The President has been testing the polit­
ical winds in earnest recently and it was 
obvious today he was enjoying politics 
south~rn style. Bob Schieffer, CBS News, 
New O~leans • 
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' Sou th VI e t:nam IS.' new pres Iden t' 'Tran 
~----------~-----'-~"----. Van HUONG; just two days in orflee has 
\·. CRONKITE: In his. defense spe,ec~ the. wasted no time in asking for an .uncondi-. 
-P~esid~'nt pointed to a Soviet b~!ldup~. t'lonal cease':'.flre. And the v(~tcong 
particularly in the n~vy? .and said_ that delegation ·1·n PaYfs wasted· no time.in 
any further cuts in m111 tarL~pend,og rejecting-·th-at offe_r_, cat) ing 0

, ins:tead:-for 
would. end.anger, na\ion~~ sec,uqty: The a completely hew Saigon government •. The•; 
Vietnam war may be. over fc>r". Amer,icans,, a_s Vietcong .~lso' r~iterat.ed ,i.ts,. dema,rfd :t~at 
Mr. FORD [says, but. there_still a~,e loose· the United hates ·.end .. ;i:i'll.ml-Ht.~ry:''.in,vol:-. 
ends and Congress deatt•with·.some of ,them vement·tn.Sou'th. Vietnam: 

1 111:Saigoi:t. the';: 
.. today.: ~oger_'Mudd n~port~.-: .....•.. ,,. South Vietnamese g'overnril'e'rit ,finafTY,'' . '; 

~OGER 'MUDD: 'The Sen(lte _th 1.s ~~te_rn9pn , -cqrh:ed~d losing f'ou'r, mqfe, prov(n~~s:;?, :'~.-
gave its'.frnal appro,v~J fo:~atji~iyld be . bringing to Zl the nuniber'no~ ~nder ,, ··'.:, 
America's· last batch of for~1,gn_a 1d to' Communist corihof: ihe Sai'~b'i{g9Ve'r~m~~t 
South V'let~am. By 'a vofe of 7S~~o::11''.,'." ·. · : " · · . ,' ',, _;;;~.;..:_;;;. 
the Sena t~ ·cl i~red thf :so'.'"c::~ I T,e:d V'i e tn~m .at l~as t l'\9"'.i,na l ly controls the other . 
Contingency Act of _1975', i:fl•ving __ ;the . ·,-::· .. ZJ,. -'.f..t.Jhe hu_ge Bien.Hoa Airb~se, 15 .. 
President authdri ty t'o w;e ·,.u~s •. tro~p? fQ.r -=mi Jes" NE of.Saigon, the government pre- ! 
the evacuation'b.f'Arneri_can c.itiz~n.fand_. pa'r.~d/<>.r;,,'a,n'.exp'ect~d~m~~or Communist ' 
an unspecified hUinb'er of South Vietn~m~s.e; assa'ult', jntjv_i~g al 1 remaining_ fighter 
$100 millfon autliori,zed ford-1at purpose, pl_i')nes•fo.'Tan~pnnhut,. _the Saigon airport, 
$150 million .more to'be. f1J_n11elled throug~ Bu:t Comrn'1m,is.ts,.also are ,!)loving toward 
the U~N. for !Jumani tari_a,n purpose, and , . the're, down from Tay. Ni.oh. The.r.:e ·are· 
requlrelnent's_.for the,Presig~nt to 9'": the repor.ts,.,go,~ernment troops are pulling 
Congress'd~jly ·reports o~ the e"'.acuat1on. .l?~c~;.,t,o,a,r;fel,f defense H11e at .Go Dau Ha, 

, The main controversy on the Senate .. .f1°0 r:.;., 35,·mileS:·,,NW.of S.aigon ••. There also_has. 
swirled ·around the_Preside~t•~s P,ossib.le., b~e~.-ih~£e~,se,'ffghti,ng,20/il)iles S\.i of the 
use of tr,oqps to e,v?c,uate th~ S~u~h V!e:.- capi t,c11,. ,~s· .~.ill Pian_:t r~P?r.!~;• . · . . 
namese and tt1e dangers of _beconang r.ern . • BULJ~LAN1\:. · Thu Thµa, 1:i:as been tak Ing 

• 

valved:· Kuber't HUMPHREY sai'd the; use·_of ,-fo~·omlng frpc'.ket .. fi.re,;f~r '.mpre th'an ::a 

troops.· is ;seve. rely .. _1 imi.tC?d, ... · qut .n~.· sal.d ·~~ek .. •.·· pa.rts ~f,, the··.~-town ,are ,bad 1. y damaged.· • 
the Pr?siqentpil,ist.have s0111e lee'1ay. We People··d~,i.f,t in and_outwhen_iris quiet,· 
cann<:>t:fo~e~ee.at. thI~ !:lour •. v.na.t ,the1 b,ut:most.:s .. hops, ip•.tl:!e:marke.t are .. cl.os,ed I _ 
sltuatlon;w1l.l be, we ve gqt_~o trust and padloc~ed •. ,Just at.-the .. other .edge. 
somebody •. · ~ic~ CLARK.of )~a le~. the. ,; of. tow.n {'goye~nment ;9f:fic,i-al is. pay°fng 
oppositionp out every;~t~ern~\ to'r:estrl_ct compen$atlpn._to:peop.1.e w~ose homes have 
or deny· the. President. s,.,mp,tary author-.. been.dam~ge'd. ,; lt·,amounts to ju~t .under 
lty w~s defeated. ,.The H,ouse:s·t,r~led ' a dollar:per· persorl per week and it. is:'. 
with i ts,;_ve·rs ion cif :th;e b.i_U jnost of_ lh«; suppose~.:.'.t:o. buy.. foqd, a11d. temp9r~ry sl:ie 1-. 
day, but. so far ~as bee~ urtab,1.e to extr•- ,ter, bu.t;.it, (sLa woe.fully. inadequate sum_. 
cate; ltself from a pafltame,ntary.:q~agm•,:r~. About:-th.l"ee kilometers·9ut. of,. town there. 
that ma{ keep· the House in ses~lq,n this. are- ~luster:s.:of families in makeshift . 
evening:· Roger M~dd,, _CBS JJews, Wa~h~ng- sl\elters'.·1 iv-ing. in''a°:dr:y r{,ce .. paddy' at.· 
ton •. ' .· : : · · : _, ... , .. · · , . , , , •: the e~ge:·~f th_e,/rb~4.," ,::11e,ir:h~mes weren• t; 

· CRONi\lT£: .. ·.Inc !,dentally, a _new H~rrls damaged but they, are· c1f,ra i,d: t<? go,·back to ! 
survey \shows '68 percent qf Ari)er I can.s ,' - . town~: th.:;i ·; don It beli e:ve the mi_:H,tary ' ' 
opposed s·endlng any ~.s. 'tro<>p~ lnt9. . · . action is oyer .and. they are just afraid'.;-_·. 

1 South Vietnam. ~o help evac\,late Vle~namese. 'Ne;arby all?"~ .HJ.gh~c1y;,~,. ~,aigon:1 s ~,fb_btL .. : 
ihe survey. says ~hat a lmos t_wl thou t supply l.1;ne. f-rom th~,(de 1,t,a, ,.fa_ rm 1 a,r:ids, , 

exceptl_onp those who ~taunchly. supported 1sou_th .V-i~tnam~s~,·:sol_,~J.er.~,ofthe ,22nd: 
the war effort now are opposed to serdtn~ Diyision:a.re .. b.~ir\g ·ref.i:tte9 a.nq .re-.~_9uJ,P"'.'. 
ht.1manltarlan aid, and t~ose ~ost oppQ~.ed ped. for,'a battle whicli e.ven the lo.~.esr.•.;• • 
to the war now favor the aid:!~•--·-_ ranking,private.kr19ws'.~i.l1,:soon ~.akEl , . 

p 1 ace, .. They even·,,klJP.W the!; t_he :.North. - · 
!v1~;narrre$e w.iJ I p,ro.b,abJyqorf!~ .at th.em.from 
iboth th~/ west .and. th~,,SOl:lth and ~that. they : 

. ··, 

,are outnumbered.· Ihe Commun i~ ts wi.l I 
probabli 'try to:CU~ 1-Jlghwav, 4 ~-~:,the, 
Dun,luc :(?) bridge, 15 miles.from Saigon.! 
There ar~ .t~nks at-.the approachJs to. the: 

I bridge b,ut th,~i r: guns -;'don I t .work ex. ce~t . 
for one~1 The tanks are there, ;a· soldier. 

~V.olunteers, for the psychological effect.=' 
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Th l's :is ;the . . same kind. of. cat and mouse.· 
. game .tha.t ,•the North Vieth~mese played· 

wl th. the ,9Q.vernment ,~roops around Xuan 
Loe, peir j;,odJc:. attacks in one. p 1 ace to tie 
down government t·roop~_,. while they execute 
a flanking ,mo-.<e~ent, to cutoff. a major · 
highwav,,,this ,t~,!lle H.ighway. 4 •. Bi 11 Plant', 

.. CBS News, in. Thu ,:hua·., 
**'~ ( Comme re i a ls) 
CRONKITE: The U.S. evac1,1ati on of 

'Americans ancr~s·outh \tietnainese ·fi-bm 
,Saigon is quickly bui;J.cfing to:whatmili:-· 

tary sources say could-be·one:·of·the· 
largest evacuations ever uhdeitaken. · At 

: the Pentagon sources told Ike Pappas that 
· an average 2,000 persons a'day now are 
1 leaving Saigon, with South Vietnamese 

1

-outn-u-~ber"'i--;,g -Ame~lcans-inore than three-to­
, one. So far this month some 9,500 persons 
jhave left Saigon, about 7,000 of them are 
1 Vietnamese. There -are s-1 lghtly more than 
·11,600 Americans re(!lalnlng In the capital, 

- about the number President FORD has said 
would stay there. But Marvin Kalb ~eports 
from the State Department that If the 
South Vietnamese military situation 
appears irretrievable, Mr. FORD 1 s expected 

, to order a total evacuation of Americans 
Jby the end of this week. Bruce Dunning 

quotes re, I able sources In Sa I go~· Jlfa~~-
, saying the U.S. Embassy Is not yet per-
. mitt Ing I.ts Vietnamese employees to evacu-
1 · ate, the people most endangered by a 
possible .Communist takeover. The State 
Department said lt 1s checking that report. 
Up unt i I : today most evacuees from 'South 

. Vietnam were flown to Clark Airbase In 
the Philippines. But In an apparent 

· effort tb appease Philippine President 
1MARCOS, the airlift now Is going to 
1 Ariderso~ Airbase on Guam, a U.S. ~ossess· 
'. ion. The first group of 219 persons 

r 
arrived l,n Guam today where U .s. off I c: I a 1s 

. say there are better facilities to take 
, care of them, to process them before they 
· arrive In: the United States. Some-did 
, arrive in 1 the United States today at 
Travis A~B in California, and Richard 
Wagner reports. 

These evacuees are but a tiny fraction 
of those Vietnamese citizens who cast 
their lot with the United States. Back 
in South V1etnam there are thousands more 
who would give anything they have to get 
here before.a Communist victory closes 
down the airlift to America. Richard 
Wagner, CBS News, Travis AFB. 

RI CHARD WAGNER: .• There wore about 3po 
: peep I e on the p 1 ane, many of them VJ etna- ··· 
mese citi~ens with relatives In the United 

:states. 9thers_came with their American 
, husbands and children. After clearing 
customs and Immigration, the new arrivals 

' were reun i\ted with their 1 oved ones. It I s 
been six years since Pam ECKLES {?) last 

. saw her mother. They embraced today In 
! California\an ocean away from the lost 
territory and continuing war that Is 
South Viet~am. The tears are for a son 
and brotheri who couldn't get on the 
plane and there were more tears for a 

: c;ountry whi1ch may never be seen again. 
I *** 

DECLASSIFIED 



• 

• 

DECLASSIFIED 

NBC NIGHTLY NEWS -NB-C~-TV-· ----~--------c-::::~::::-:---:--:--:~--~-- ; .. "· .. -. CATHERINE MACKIN: . Th~ day began wi tl-i--
7:00 PM APRIL 23 Republican, leader Hugh SCOTT acc1.Jsing .. 

Congress of acting in a grateles.s way, of 

Vietnam Related News---
foot-dragging on the aid bill fpr South 
Vietnam. Lodk-i-ng .i.n ___ the direction of 
Democrats, SCOTT saidthere.was a mini-

--:----------'~--,--------~-1filibuster to delay the bill. Democratic 
~_cl_~-~_M_i_~~--~~$[1E~~cc:~-isagreed. He said , 

JOHN '·CHANCHLOR: Good evening. Tran 
Nan HUON'~ has been president of South 
Vietnam for only two days and today it 
looked as though he would step down and­
give the job to someone else. HUONG- is 
expected to turn the presidency over to 
the former chief justice of the supreme 
court, and according to john Hart of NBC 
News HUONG has asked the cabinet to 
resign. There is also tal~ i~ ~ajgon of 
a cease-fire within a few days. Here is 
Hart 1 s report~ 

JOHN HART: Word from the palace is 
President HUONG has asked the cabinet to 
resign. This is the cabinet former -
Pre~ident ~HIEU installed last week~ Well 
connected western sources say President 
HUONq himself will resign shortly, within 
the next 12 to 36 hours and. that he wi 11 

. the;e was concern in the Senate that th~-
b i 11 c9uld_lead to a riew involvemert'Cof·;J 
American mi) i tary in South Vietnam. Iowa" 
Democrdt Di~k-CLARK warned that the $100 ' 
mi 11 ~ ori contingency fund cou Id be used by' 
Pres1dJnt ~ORO togivemor'emilitary aid 

: to Sou~h Vietnam. Colorado Democrat -
Floyd ~ASKELL wanted to strip everything 
from t,e bil I but humanitarian aid. He · 
expressed concern over using Amer•i can . 
~roops to evacuate South Vietnamese, say-, 
1 ng th~t is the best way to cau_se a - · ' ·. 
b loodb-ath, If the mood in the Senate was: 
to Yote this minimum aid for South Viet..; 1 

nam, and most efforts to amend the bi J 1 ' 
fail~d. The Senate did ~pecifically_ 
require, however, that the President 
report on the progress of the Ameri"can · - 1 

ev~cuation and that he reduce the· number be iucceeded by Tran Min THIET (?) a 
member -of the supreme court and former -
chief justice, THIET is well respecte~ 
in the country and·an 1ndependent-~ho 

-~•of Ame_r_ic;:ans there to an absolute minimum., 
as too~ as ~ossible. Actually ~he Con~ ~1 
gr~ss 1s· st111 some distance from getting: 
th Is money to South Vietnam, once the 1 

House and Senate complete action on their: 
separate bills they musi work out the · 

came out against THIEU in 1971. The new 
cabinet is expected to b~ made up e~tirely 
of opposition to former President THIEU •. 
These sources, which cl~im t6 have had 
recent contact with the Communist.side, 
expect a cease-fire in place within a 
few days and negotiations soon there~ 
after. _Meanwhile, the Communists troops 
press,·toward this capital as the people 

·inside.scramble _to please them~ John• 
Hart, NBC News, Saigon. -

CHANCELLOR: . Hart's report could not 
be confirmed this afternoon i.n Washington. 

·- The U.S. Senate today voted to give : 
President FORD authority to send American 
troops back to Vietnam to res.cue_ if 
necessary both Americans and South Viet­
names_e. The Senate ·approved $100 , __ 
million contingency fund for evacuations 
·and $150 m_illion in humani.tari.an aid. 
Jhen~ ".'.JaS a 1 imitation on th.e number of 
American tri:ii:ij:is;- that number can't be 
larger than the number of troops used to 
bring out onlyA~ericans. Th.e vote was 
75-to-17 but it was preceded by an in-

____ tense _,d~b_a_te_._~ath~ri_~e_Macki~ _ _l'~~ort~~ 

differences between them. .After that 
there i,s a separate vote to approv~ the 
money, 

1
s0 it cou Id take a coup·! e of weeks ; 

for th~ Congress to put the firiishing 
touches on _this hew aid for South Vietnam, -
By then it might not matter, Catherrne ·I. 

Mackin, NBC News, at the Capitol, 
,~,~:':(Commercials) · 
CHANCELLOR: -_ The State Department said· 

today that there are 1,500 American' 
ci.tizens remaining in South Vietnam Half: 

.of them are officials, half civilia~i, . 
,the department said, adding that the · 
,figure ~i 11 be down to l ,2,00 tomorrow. 
The ~uge evacuation from Saigon by air 
con,t1nued today around the clock, but nowi 
there !s someth_ing new and sigpi.ficant --·;: 
about it, The South Vietnamese aboard 1 

-~he_ P!anes outnumber the.Ameri_cans ~y _ 1·. 
iabout 20-_to-l. - There was another impor- _ 
t\an~chan~e in theairlift, flights 
wont go rnto Clark Airbase in the 
Phi I ippines 'anymore, overcrowding •. l 

I 

I 
I 

I 

. Instead refugees now a re being fl own to 
Guam. And refugees are still arriving 
at Travis AFB in California. Here are 
reports from Roy Neal at Travis from 

_ /Garrick Utley on Guam and from jim Lorry 
~{ILCJ~rk. 

- - - -------- ,- -<.· -- -=- ---=-~~""-=~~-
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l/'--iR0Y,NEAI:.: two:·planes ·arrived.at :- •« 

JIM LORRY: The.increasing vo 1 ume qf . T.r'avis AFB: today, they .. came in Jrom th'e ,. 
evacuees from Saigon has proved more thah Philippines. l~e.firs_t arrived_a~.dawn: 1 

Clark Airbase can handle. At f_irst_plane wi·th 1219-pass.enget'.s·;.·~ho 'tu-r_ned·but to be_· 
arriving here at a rate of +e-ss than Unit:'ed Sfarte~'--'civi.lians'with Vie'tnamese 

~;r: day. By .Tuesday that figure~had--- -- dep~nd~nts~: ,There· .. w.e,.r¢ :r~:~lspl.~c;ed . 
. more than t i-i pl ed. The total nu~be r of I r~fugeesf J!i~f{s.~G<>~d}.p.J.a~f-~c:itr.i.ved i ~ : 

refugees rose to more than 8,000. The . , mid-morniri'g wi'th '3"0_2 ih'or.e American . 
plari was to process people quickly and · evacuees·'~rid dep~ndents. '.the ~ir ,Force 
move them on to California in a few d~ys, said that':~h' .the·p~opl~ ·who< ar.rived in 
but paperlflork and immi~ratio~ reg,ulations Callfornl.a today.h~f ij~mes ·waiting for . 
bogged things d<;>Wn. With this de:lay them.· More 'ti'tc1nJ6,Q :V:l_eti:,all\ese were-on 

· 
1 

- , • 'the j:,lah~s\?~r(.:~~r,~_}1\ted/~s···depe_ndents. 
Clark Airba~~--q~i~kly ran ou·t of ~ous1ng. 'More fl',i.ghts'h'ave···-~een ·expected·_but the 
A makeshift tent city became the P,rinciple Air'Foice'-said. that-pl'a'n;.was cHanged. 
housing area. People s_lept __ Jn 95,\degree __ · A.IR:Fo'RCE'SPOKESMA~':'As_·of_y'esterday 
heat, there ·was enough water for· d\rin~ing, ·i:!ft~rnoon we were expecting about five 
b~t not enough for bathing. U.S$ i:fffic..:• , , · ·, ·- , , · · - · • ·. _...;.,,,,_. "'1!!!!!!!"'""--
.ials rushed· to· a'tleviate the problem a!1d r flights d~ring. t~~ cour-:-s_e_ of the day-- - ~ 
came up~ith theplan>to shift atl Vie,t:-, today and it looks like, at the.present 
nam evacuees to the Pacific island of : time, we're only receiving tw9'this 

:Guam, G1.iam ,-i's be:t_ter for: two reasons.; '·: • . . . . . __ .mocnrng!. 
· faclliti-es should be·impr.oved, ~nd as an. NEAL: What reason .. has 'been given for 

~e:r i can. te.r.r.Jt~ry; Gu~uij.i ~ not pol :i 1; i ca 11 Y the change? 
sensitive., .Theie were·r~ports here, den--:' i SPOKESMAN: Wel.r 1. understand that the. 

":ied by U •. s~. off!~jafs, tha_t Philipp~no •. airplane:, a·re now proceeding to Guam. 
'President. MARCOS .had personally asked the :I ·NEAL: The divers ion 'of chartered .jets 
Am·eric:~ns to:·~et-the:Vie~namese out. So, 

1

to-idrlift-evacuees to-<iu.ani is exp·ected 
;the agon.i.'zing' wal~ to go ,to America wi,1.n. ,to continue for ,some time., .The',:relatively/1 

n?w cont;i,nue in G~am. Ev~cuees.will still small,.g'.roup'of'Vietnamese·evacuees ~ho:,.·.; 
.have-har~ship~- ~u~ __they 111 I l also, ~ave_ ~he ·cfrrrved today is on the way t9 new hom~s .-
hope 'th'a.t G_ui:Jm, can. hah_dle the, flow •. Jim in the United States., .,'Roy Neal, N,BC News·, 
Lorry, NBC.News.', Clar:k Airb~se; the, .·· .. Travis AFB, .California;· .• . · · ., : 

, PhiJ(pp-i:nes·.'. . . . ',', ' , .. _•1." CHANCELLOR:
1 

'.The Har'rts ·P?'ll' i~'.<:>u_t .. '• 
:_ .. GARRl,CK UTLEY:. These we~e so~e,of th.e, today with 'f_i.gur.es-on ;~e'public~~ a~ti:--
first Vietnamese ref1.1gees. _to arrivc;;Lon- ltude toward more he•lp' for _South Vietnam. 
Guam from t~e f?h~ 1 ippin~s:, waiti~:9; at··. jE1ghtron~:"pe(fent,Jn:_''thci' pd(f:opp~se~, . 

· Anderson. AFB .for.: further processing. The the President's' re'qi.Jest,·.fqr $722 m,.11 ,on . 
. ' decisiori: to t.r;ansfer 'the refugee, 9pera- in :additi~riai•'mil'it1~ry·.!aid,',a:'nc{,68 ·perc~'nt 
·,tion .to 

1

he'r_e is causing tremend<:>us; _ . _ .say they' ~~'~galh~{ s:endirig :ti-!J6p_s to '••> 
problems. · The U.S. Government 1s rushing Vietnam tq evacuate Vietnamese friendly· 

'• .:medical and i,rmigration _teams to Guam to !to the United-,States., . O 
1 

•• 

1 

• '1 • 

·ede~.(·.~rt:~,ithe··10ad .. ~_ic;:h·•.is gr:ow'-in·g . , ,,.,,.,'<({:on\.mer~i_~fs) :_ ;'· ....... _· .. :- .. . 
. rapidly by the hour. ·There are ~t- least C '·----Westerri'_:ni·te),l.ig'er\ce' ,s,qurces _q, Saigon' 
,two military flights of refugees arriv.in·g s'aid toda~ that th~'Ncirth,Vie'tn'.ainese'.and. 

: on: Gua.m :every:hoyt·,;d~h;Js _c;iyi•l·ia.~ charter· Vietcong :ha~f\\ been in pos i.tion· to: overrun 
:.:·.-f (igh,\s ~.; ''.A,s:-_in~ri(-~$ ,50·,.000. Vi et9amese . , i Saigon fo•r ~~~ J~s f ~~ :,r?~~; ~·-.'.,, ·.T~~- 9t_~\~r ,•Ji 
.,_·ar~ ~xpec,ted:.h~r::'.'.f.' :t!i:ey_ca~. be 9?~t~n .. si.de has/"t,en ~1v.1s1onsi11i an·area !r.u~i;11ng1J 
.. !out:.-of ~du th_ :V 1,etnam •. , :;, ~?<,Is t Ing , . .-f~,c.."1:1 t 1! E:;5 

1 roughly from Ham Tan on the Sooth Ch Ina 
. 

1

'pn:•G·t.lai:n i'ta.r{;Hou~e;ii;,nly, a(.few' tho~jaria"~at' I seacoast. to a point sqmewh~r~. in Tay .·. ,: 
· .inos't', ,so:,tent-:citi'~s. ar,e.being phn·ned Ninh,provinc~;• ?fn tt,~•.:chty.Jtse'_l~ 1 ~od~y: 
; :hete::as tbe'{-wei-e,, in-!th~ _Phi,] ipp_ines to ' ·a 'bomb was .se,foff.l'.:irt'J \J~w~tp~n· Saig~n·: :·· .. 

house the ':r:e~ugees ~ ; l·t Is expecttd . that.. market' . poss i b I y' by."· Inf i I t~ator~ •. 't~o. •··, / 
after dearar\ce by immi~p-_atton, tich WI l 1 .P:~'ople:'we:re; kiH~t:1?11~:·~-.:r~m~~r.w~t~::,;•'~·\(-I 

,' tal<e 
1

five,'.t6 seyen d:ays,; m?.St of: t~e , 'inJt.ired/' 1M\>sf·9f'Wlt~t<:"f'ightiji(f'JO'bl<~---""': 
· ·ref!,lgees;)l;ii:Jl:go 9n· to •the.'l:lnite~ States, place today 'accuri:-ed,;i•h,the Mek_()ng"Qelta 1 

afrho,uglf\ip ·t<;> :2s,ooo._~.t:l'l .lie 'i:>~t!lli tt,ed : '. as_ both-~ id~s J9:ught' for: co_ntrol of ' .· .•. -
.''to Jema 1 r;i :.(),n, ,:~uan( iJ' • ~hey want _t~. _ Th~ t ; · ·Highway 4 ~ . <>Ve~ which the de 1 ta I s ti ce i 

,i•s thejila_n,,;t~~ ~~xt .day or two_;~ 1 ll ',·gets •toSaig_o~'~ George Lewis reports. 
-sh.ow how.wel,., 1t_.v.:1_-ll work. Garli1ck 

_ 'Utley;,,·,N~;c. Ne~'s\• qn' ili!Jam. · · .,,. 

f' :J 
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• . GEORGE :·.LE\tHS:, ,Conv9y·,:aJter; ~onvor~-. -. -: 
moved', down: ~ou fa,' 4 "with: 1f resh animun i·.t ion 
'and suppnis ', f9'1'.::-'the 1:,i~~?~ii>~','d:~.ir~d ,ihg . ~he 
highway;. -Goverrimen.t:' , fbr:c'e·s. a re.: digging 

, ' . ,,1,. ·f' .,· .,.;J ,,,, ,'',! ''•· 1, • ",, r, ,,, ·, 

in ·to f i g~t for.:· c'ontro l' o.f·• t~·e· road i .n , . 
what.may be aser.ies•o,f, Jarge'·:a'nd'c;ritic.al 

... , • , • . : • I ) • , 1 ,'' ' 
1 

I '." J r , j '. ', • '. ' I .f ·' ~ \ •: '· • tll/ . / • 
1 

, "• ' (, . , 

bat t 1 es. , :To ·tl'ie w,e:is, t .pr. th.~ h •JJhway ·.. : , , , 
refugees from:earl.ier,fight.irig h·ad taken·. 
shelter in ditch~s, a ·g'ood,place: to be 
when the ,rocket. and mortar she 1 ls s·tart 
fa! I ing~ /Tq,'tHe 'e,ast',·dfJh¢/h'ighway.', ' , 
h!!aVy' f ight'i ng' .·.: 'This ,"f s",'Go .D ihl\;' 'dis 'tri Ct, 

:a ,/ural.' ar;eci jus,t io ,m.i'J~~::,sqLiJ~i·of, ,· ',: 
::s.~:i~bn~.: ·f!.~re: .• : tWr\ ~.1\d ;:a l:laJf;:.'1'·i/le~ from' 
·Route 4, v.iflagers got'cau'ght i.n: a cross­
Ji,re: betwee.n• tbe V'i'etcong forc:es ,arid- /. . 
go'~ernm~•n't- 't:r'q6ph 'fryi_r\g 'to' ho 1 d \tfo:rr'' , 1 

:back. Some of' the' v(1:ra·ger:s di'dn! i: .fa:re. ' 
'tdo well. 'At one point, the·VJ~tco'n~' ,; 'j 

. ciap.t'u1~'ec1· ,:(South ,V,i.~.~,rfa.~e's~· w~ tc~t9wer; ... 
, and were us.ing -it to· direct 'fire· '.on the ' 

. . ·· : · 1 ', 1 ,', ' • / 1 , • ,:·. ,1:.' ( . ' , · . 

:·gove:rninent_ •tto.~P,s~.: _ The ·sou.th' :VJetnam~se 
'army res:ponde.d with a'barrage ,of artillery 

and mortar rounds: to knock down the tower. 
' ' ' 

BROKAW: Tontg t t e President g~.---, 
before the Tulane.University audience to 
outline his hope fbr ceconci ling differ­
ences caused by Vietnam. In the :; peech _ 
that he' 11 deliver later tonight President 
FORD acknowledges for the first time that 
the Vietnam war is finished. In his' 
prepared text he says it is now time to 
bind up the nations I wounds to prepare an , 
agenda for the future. The President also:: 
appeals for the nation to stop fighting · i 

, the battles and recriminations of the 
· past. A White House spokesm~n said, it is 
:Mr. ~ORQ 1s first major address cif t~e post 
jVietna~-~ra~ the beginning of national 

reconct l1at1on. Tom Brokaw, NBC News· 
with the President in New Orleans. ' 

.r H,'<(Commerc i a Is) 
Presi~ent FORD said tonight that the 

Vietnam 1war is over as far as the United 
States is concerned and he urged Americans 
to bind/ up the nations I wounds,: res t9re 
unity and self confidence and look to 
what Mr. FORD called an agenda for the 
futureJ The President said that in a 
speech•prepared for delivery at Tulane 

Finally Lt began to ttopple in flames. llniver.sity in New Orleans where qe,.spent 
Air force planes we re- support'! ng the ground the d~y. Tom Brokaw reports. · 
troops, dropping bombs on the Vietcong ---TOM BROKAW: When President FORD 

.pos!tion. The government forces \-Jere .J arrived in New Orleans this morning he 
c1dvancing, but very cautious!\'· For the l was determined not to spoil tonight the 
time being they appear to have the Viet- .-i appeal for reconciliation, He avoided 
cong outnumbered, but there also are - I any discussion of Vietnam. During cere~ 
plenty of North Vietnamese troops near \ ,~onies honoring Louisiana Congressman 
here and the tide could turn rapidly. , Edward HEBERT, the President didn't refer 
Th is area has been the. scene of heavy l to HEBERT 1s record as an outspoken 
fighting for two days without any sign of i !>Upporter of the 1var, stic:ldng instead to 
a letup. The South Vietnamese think they __ .!:. general phrases describing HEBERT as a 
can pu;h the other side back, but so far courageous and untiring patriot, At a 
it's been a cat and mouse game with no convention of the Navy League Mr. FORD 
great pieces of territory won or lost on t mentloricJ Vietnam only briefly, but he 
either side. George Lewis, NBC News, ~ did Scl)I that defense cuts could endanger 
near Route 4 in the Mekong Delta.· I Jetcnte with Russia. 

CHANCELLOR: Thailand today sent-1,000 ·:•!·.; PRESl1DENT GERALD FORD; However good 
" more pol ice to its border with Cambodia , their intentions, those who claim that 

to stop the fJrn.., of refugees and weapons. America is overarmed and over-spending on 

I 

I l 

• 

Seeral thousand Cambodians have fled to ~ defense are dead wrong. It is my very 
Thailand since the Communist takeover. 1 t. deep conviction we cannot afford to cut 
And the Thais, who have recognized the .i any further without endangering our 
new Cambodian government, don't want to I national security. ·~ 
..=ii ienate that government. '--·----------~------------1 

The French said today that the •cambo-
d i an Communists have agreed to a 11 ow food 
and supp 1 i es to be f I own in for the French 
Embassy in Phnom Penh which is running 
short. About 600 people, including a few 
Americans, have taken refuge in the 
Embassy.. ___ -~--
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1 ABC EVEN i-NG NEWS ABC TV I , 

--·KEN! KASH IWAHA_RA_: --Whi l~-;01 i tic~l 

, -···I ~aneu~1er i ng continued.behind the scenes : 
:-; ·o '-:' ,- Q) 1n Sa,:gon, battle action along the-two · 
~ ~ ~ iii major highways leading into the capital : 
' @ ~ ~ was fe)atively q-uiet. today. H-ighway 1, . 

------------------·.;; c for example, has been the scene of heavy· 

7:00 PM APRIL 23 

~~--~R-e-1 a_t_e_d_T:-o-:-:V:7'1 _e_t_n-am ......... ----

HOWARD K. SMITH: Tbe evacuation of ~ ]Sh~llihg, but the road to Xuan Loe today 
Americans and others from Vietnam contin- nlooked1 as though a cease-fire was in 
ued today but thece was a cu,;oos lack ~effec5. But;, was not, even though the 
of military activity. Western intelligenc 
sources in Saigon said the Communists have --
no.,, been in position for 48 hours to Sou th \7 i.e tnaniese ·gov~ rnmen·t, '.in.: a commun.i "'.: 
overrun the capital but may be deJay'ing que iss1J_ed··_today, -~alied•.for one.<,·The .,J• 

while watching pol itlcal developments. .government coinmunique,•:signed :by the new ' 
One major developmeltt comes tonig~t in a president Tran Van·HUOtilG; off.ere.cl to re--·, 
speech to be delivered at Tulane Univer- open peace talks with thed}omrriunists· and-
si ty. President FORD says Vietna~ is a appeared,to.,be:a-:ges.ture'pf goodwill. 
war that is finished as far as America's Oppositlon,polit,ical leaders, .while\ ... ,): 
concerned. ABC White House correspondent agreeing.'with the <iommufrique's 'afntent,· .. 1 

Tom Jarriel reports. say that'the .offer'-it~elf ·1s meaningless.I 
TOM JARRIEL: The President leaves no VIETNAMESEi··f1.m.af;raid>that the,'other'. 

d?l,!bt he is washing his hands of the side will not ac_f,ept t.he proposals macle :· 
Vietnam war, he Issues a plea to the by'the•'p~eseht govefomeht. 1-'•Sojust· : -· 
nation to avoid recriminations and restore recent~:Y)i~(al~~a9y,~e,c:]_~re.,o~·r posit_iori' 
its self confidence in a post-war era~ that we qe111and,the itnme<Uiti~·,formation- ; ' 
He says a sense of national pride cannot of a new _'t~bir;i~t: coi,~if~irig; o;f the)people 
be achieved by refighting a war that is wh_o_ are~determined·to rest.ore'peace and·+ 
frnished as far as America is concerned. who h.av,~ the auJh.ority, ·the goodwiJl.,and-:1 

He calls for a great national recon.cili;- thec:apac'ityto•dealwit.Fi,t.hebth'e'r 's'ide~· 
tion, asking that we stop refightlng the i • KASHl~/AHA,RA! ~elJ.ab')e· sdu,rc'tas.say; · •· ... 
battles and recriminations of the past. . tha,t. s·erious' pr,ivat'.8'•.~fforyr are· 'COrit,in:-. 1 

He rejects what he caJls the polarized ,.·uing' nr:form ,a ne~ cabin~t ,ancL f.irld a frew": 
thinking of those who believe if America·> p~ime,m!nister the ,C~~~~Js_ts" 1wl·ll_·nego~ 
doesn't succeed In everything that we have. t1ate.,w_1th •. And ~here may.even be un-'·'•· 
succeeded in no.thing. In a speech ,: oftici a,J..· ta'lk? .. scfi~clf.!iJ'.~"d ~soo1(.b-etween, th~ 
officially throwing In the to....eJ on Viet•., du'fren} Sou,th·:,vi~tna.me'se'~vice-;pr:emier ·and 
nam, President FORD says we are saddened , the.,Vie:tcong.:-i;n 1Pal''is'\C:•Jhe•,vic_e premier,· 

· i · ---by events there but they do not mark the . Tran·-Vap: D()N:G',' ,is, ~he m'cil'l ;m6s.t ;qf'ten' •. 
end of the world. There is no blame · mentiol'l,e'd as ;the .. l'\e~t::pr.ime mi,nister,and,. 
placed '?n. the Congress, no resumption of . is bel i.~v7,d ~cC:e_p'.t~q-1.7 \o;,:t~~-':£~1im1un~·stf 

. I 

I 
I 

the fam1l1ar calls for military or: econo- for:_n~~~t-1,,~t-10,r1~~:, -~u1t_ as.:,'t~ng·-as ~h~ .. ,, 
mi c aid for Vi :tnam, no saber ratt Jing · Corr¥lfunii~E~ ;-h~,ltl'rt~e: .. _ LIPP.~r-A~_ncf ;mi J.i t~f i 1 y 
towards potential adversaries. The end ·: any corrimun_1qµ~:,15.~tie'd ·by· th·e _;preseqt · . 
of American involvement is proclaimed at govern111ene,·sh'O!rt of·an 'outr'~ht surr:e'nder 
TuJ_ane University on a college campu~ , wi_lJ:no(,:_'be_,fakei:i s'eri_ously),'.Ken Kash-I:"_;. 
s 1ml 1ar to the tnousands of others where waha'r-a ,1 1BC News;>'".Sa'i gb11;~' ,: ,<": : ,· · ·.-:-: · · . 
students rose up in b I oody protest in the ; · ·M<>'< C,Comrnt:lrc:~ ~ 1 s) ·.' ''.r f . ";(:: · , ,_f · 
'60's over a war which official Washington·' . SMlJH: ;'':iJ'.he: S~tiafo·,,to"qayc'iapp:r_b,vedt;' , . 
now says is over. Tom Jarrie 1, ABC News, · $15b. :n\Hl'idh ,1n; funds,.f9r• hum.mi ta-dan ' 
with the president i a 1 party in New ·. a i'd and' :th<e·'eva~'atfon .of refiigees 'fi:-qrn,·i: 
O r 1 ean s • S ou th ¥,i eJnim ; qy · :'aW ·'.bv.~~ e, 1 m i:ng1 i vi:>t~'.()ti:;), 

SMITH: The Communists today formally 75-to;--J.7.ili~,ABt•C-ap'.itO'ri"-tl'll'l::corr.e'S'j:)~nderft, 
rejected a call by South Vietnam's new ,_sam D~n.;ildson~!"~l'_'?r:ts. ___ ._._._";~' · ·,.•·',1 

president for a cease-fire. The Coomun- 1 

ists still refuse to negotiate with · 
members of what they call tne Nguye~ Van 
THIEU clique. We have more from ABC's 

--.-~en Kashiwahara. · 
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'. ,. ' - ~~~----· , -· , SAM PONi\~P.SQ.N;.,,,.J~.~ •.. $,~r:i,c!te. ~?~. giv~ri i:~b.ase1
: o·r:·16.-;'boo:·~~rvfceinen, -flus their 

the President a l l m I ted yes to the . :1Jl~p·enden ts· and Joca'l emp 1 oyees, · expa·nded 
quest i ori. of whether~ he imay '.Js'e AmerLcari · '.'' H's·leffo'r)s 't9 'feed: and temporarily· ho~se . 
troop.s'if n'ec~ssary to'ev,3:cuate South·,:, I.evacuees; b·Lit·-the··limit·was'being reached. 
Vietnamese. 0:·Sena,t~:'' do\{es.: attempted to' ' \ To fqr'~s;ta.LL fi,tr~the.r:1 o·v~rcr_(?~d_i_ng _here :. , • 
remove even this 1 lmfted authori iatlorf . 'at tla'rk-/ ·'the 1evacuafior,i effort i·s moving 
from the bill· bu·t th~y•were beaten back~ now to Ame:rica'•s wes'.te1r'rimost Pacific. 

_The,y ,f~,i:IX.~E .. .t.h.~~ Ame~_i_~~-11..1 (~~-~ ... wou Id' be, is land p~sses's'i,on),'Gu~'.in{ •. A 1 reac;ly,. f I igh ts 
lost; for no good purposes,.they. s.aw:Ui,a,t from Saigon-are·beFrig'diverted~tnere, and 

I best, and'•/t wor·s\£; Alile'ri can troop's rit'(gh t s-Oliie. evacuees 'here· at
0

iCh1'rk; wi,1 11 be moved 
be ret'ritroduced in'to the war. In the·-· to Guarri 'fbr:flnal' p'roc~ssing until. the 
end i t. came down -to this, the President' .s _Uri i ted ·S tafes' i i:sel'f,' is 1, r'eadt to ,.re·ceJ ve :, 
power .to use American forces· to evacuate them~. Th i's:/'iss'e :Erv/ 1Ch'apm~n:;. -ABC,.' News, at·, 

'American citizens and thei_r dependents C la·17JC AFB·-/,th'e' Phi 1 i ppi'nes·. ! 
. was affirmed. His, power to use American s·M1TH·: . The first 600 ·evacuees arrived 
'troops to _eva~uate South Vietnamese to .on,Gu'am_t.oday,"a'~d c::,ff'i:!=ials 'say -that by· 

whom.the n~tion m,i!;!ht feel a_special · ---·tomof'row,c\s;inany as 5,000'Vietnainese , 
. obligation was, .1 i,mited to an evacuation, refugee?. may beg'in 'arr'iving 'there every. ' 

that i,s.onlii incidental to·the evacuation day.' Guaifr'-s go:vernor.said'his ,island-·,. 
of American; ci ti:zen~, meaning that u.s. tou·Jd iac-cept ~s· many'·:as: 25,000' refugee~ 
troops. coul.d not_be us.ed for anyseparate on ~;permaher:it·:b,ast~f·.·: '/:'·, '.1 ,!, ,·, ,' ·,,f 
massive evacuation of South Vietnamese. Hel'e·'in°0:tn'Ps0 ,cou'"ntryi.·a Catholh:.rellef, 
late today -~~~.Hous~ wa~ tied ~pin, _oi-ganiza(i:6n'nea'f1·Po·rtlarid,~·O,:~gon ha,Q_,: i 

-•-r~"~ .. -. -. _-_ --- - - -.. ~ -.. . . · . • made: atl"arigements·»tq take care of som~ ! · 
. parlramentary-knots over its ,version of . 

30
.V. ... .. h w ll - d h' 

,:, th~ bi l1 :.'. ,,:When the House. manages to un.:.:_ ' I '-•~t~a~esed,,~~pth_an7, 6s_. •• he . to ady72t e .h 
1 I lf h 

,f·-· 
1 1 

. . . . b ,p ane.ar-rrve w1 Ot7p ans an ate 
tange,tse•., te· 1na··,anguagemust .e·,v• .... --, .f·. ,· b .. d .0 • k 
d
. f d. • ... ··f ,. ' • •, .. 1etname_se·:-re ugees .on oar • 1c 

, rate ·1n a,con-erence committee so 1t _, .. ,,•s·li.:· .... h··· ·.· .· ... t·· _,;·.,:.,.·.· 
· · 1·1 b • 1 , .. d. · . , b. ·f H" . 11oumac er repor s ....... :w1 •. eat·:· east- a', ay or two·• e o·re t e , ... , , •. ;.. _. . 
,f f i na 1 . bi r1 ·w i'-t·l' go 'to the· P,res·i dent is desk '-· ' , ,.,~~~ ·_ .-,-:.:_ _ _-__ · ---- -
· for'hi-s s'igria•ture:~ ,:Sam·Donaldson, ABC.· DICK SHOUMACHER: The number ~f -~r- 7 
1 

News,. Capitol Hi 1 L · ' , . ' , , • _·· < ,' ptms and refugees arr Iv Ing was qu I te a .• 
',· SMITH':· ·u:s. offici•·a·1s,.s.ay, the nurilbe.~: surprise, more than four times what the , 
; of, Ameri'caris i n-,Vi'e.tnam was: dowri' 'to ,be;.;: , --Ca-tholJ.c_r:.ettef, ~g~_nc_y_!'l_ad _ expected. Manyj 
,, ·t:WE:len, 1 /5op::·and- 11,800.:by sunset Tuesd~y· of the children were pol lo vi ct lms from ; 
·:~aig'on'-t,)me;_and the ai._rlift olit,.ls··coh::.· Saigon, tired a'fter their long trip but l 
r-flmuin~·';Other ~~ti~ns joined in,_the,,.. not really that unhappy to be here In the: 
-puJ.lout today:,,~r1ta1.n/West-Germany,: United States. Originally about 30 ', 
-the:Netherlan'ds~ Italy and Thailand' orphans had been expected, but the picture 

. 'ar~'a'nged- fbr 'the e'va~~at.ion of· th~'i;r cl}_anged·when the evacuation from Vietnam 
dip·fomati-t:;.llllssi•ons •. Americans and' -expanded. The man ~o first asked to - -
Vietn~~e_se' hav:e- been flying ihto '.the care for some orphans was Terry LAMBERT, 

··._Phi 1'i pp ines .from Saigon, 'but today the,• a retired Army co lone 1 who has served In 
'evac·uati6n·was·shifted toahother site. Vit'tnam. You didn't expect this many, did 
ABC I s l'ry Chapmar\ ·,reports from C 1 ark AFB, you? 
in the PhLl'ipp'ir1es~ ,,i', ' · )- , • . TERRY· LAMBERT: Wel I we expected to 

I RV CHAPMAN:: .. Tl:\e' evaC"uatfon from .. take care of about 30, but any more, why 
·, S,ai·gqi,_ re'n1ai-ned, i'n higti ,gear.,.this·:m6rnrng, we've got arrangements to take care of 

planei ,a:rri-~jhg: iri' 'a.''s"t~:~dy ~aeairi~. -The'.' themSH.OUMA\_CHER·. 
·. evacue·e pcip_DI at ion ;g i-<ew past '6 ;•oo:O,:men, . · How Is the town respond Ing' 
·women :and ·children'/ .,.ffew a·rr-ivals, have to . to th is n:umber? , 
'sit.JD the'\nidday'-iu'nwaiti:ng'their ,forn LAMBER;T: Oh, everybody takes 'care of 

. to'·,proceiitpiipe·rs 'iin'd :move out to tern.;. :- · you._· You: know, I was going to take the 
(~ora_ry;EJ9c'~~!n~.--: . .f~~- f'~,nt_,;pi_~Y ~ic~:,w~~t'" original 30 but then we had to ca'11 on 
•. into oper-attcm only yesterday was satura-. • the town.' 
. ted with new ~rrivals: ''They checked in'~. SHOUMACHER: The town Is Mt. Angel' 
·. rece·ived,bedding,and_waited ·arpuncl for : known best for an October Festiva:1 every , 
. · what~ver!came.:next fo g'et them the rest· -year where beer drinking I~ featu:red. 

1 

..• 

'of:tPie,w~·l'to .the,S·t;a't':es. · Several of the. Today that beer h.all has been turned into 
.. /postnJesshafls•and'2afete'rias were clos~·d a giant orphanage, Inside 171 cots and 
... Jo'"airrti~'ii and o en· fo:~vacuees. This· hundreds of blankets donated by towns-
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SMITH: For those.unable to leave the-. ,-........... ....,..,.,..,.,....,,....,.,=~-~-=---;;---;---·--~---,· 
occupl,ed areas-of South Vietnam this Is PRESIDENT FORD: I deeply believe that. 
also a perir:-d of adjustment. We have a the vast majority of our citizens today 
report ton;oh·i: about the political re- want to maintain American 1 sea, land and 
education of t:he South Vietnamese in ai-r-for.ces.ithat a~e,,second to:none.· Let 
Conmunist controlled Da Nang. This Is It never be said that our generation 
the third ln our series o,f. films made by allowed American sea power to erode into 
a French television earner~ crew, narrated a second 6lass status. · i 
by ABC's Lou- Cloffi using information COMPTON: The pro-defense spending · 
from the French crew. · :- theme and the optimism of -the· Presldent 's -

LOU CIOFFI:': The song these young I! recent speeches are at the heart of what 
children are singing so enthusiastically . ;he now considers the post-Vietnam era. 
is called, "Liberate South Vietnam." And ,f Ann Compton, ABC News, ,New Orleans. 
whether they realize It or not, It's the ·I _ _ ~-~'---------,-
beginning of a new existence for them and· _.--
their parents. It's been about three 
weeks since Da Nang fell, but almost as 
the same time the conquering troops 
entered the city the po11tlca1 cadres 
came also, and one of their first acts 
was to open the schools. For the young 
ones their new education Is beginning 
with those revolutionary songs, but for 
the adults it's more serious, and the 
f i rs t to go th rough a course of po 11 ti car 
re-education are the ,schoolteachers/them­
selves. They learn ~he changes that 
they 1 ll be required to make In their 
courses, mostly literature and hist9ry. 
Even Catholic nuns who are teachers/ ~re 
required to go through th Is new educa-
t i ona 1 process, and some of those who 
were interviewed by the French televrs Ion 

team that took this film ~dmitted that 
the re-education was polliical but they 
also said that nothing so 

1

far Is i-n con-
• . I 

flict with their re-1-i.gJ_ous~beliefs. For 
the moment the political re-education is 
starting In the schools, but it w-111 _soon 
spread to the rest of the population of 
this city which for the past ten years 
has been like an Americanized boom town, 
This ls Lou Cloffi, ABC News, reporting. 

*** 
SMITH: President FORD's Vietnam speech 

at Tulane University tonight cllmax~s a 
day of wide ranging activities in the 
New Orleans area. We have a report on 
the President's day from ABC's Ann 
Compton. ~ 

ANN COMPTON: ***The White House did 
not bill-these trips as political. News 
secretary. Ron• Nessen exp I a i ned today 
President FORD is not a declared- candidate 
for the presidency, because that might 
bring all Mr •. FORD's actions and state­
ments under the suspicion of being polit­
ical In ·nature. Po1Jtica1 or not, Presi-
dent FORD ls taking a stronger than ever 
1 ine on Anterlc:an mi 11 tary strength. 1At 
a Navy League luncheon he hit on one of 
his favorit~_ phra_ses. 
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Dims :Hope~of 
Cease-Fire 

2.. ~~ ?S-
By Murrey Marder 

I 
_J.Va•hington __;'.?•t Staff Writer , 

. North Vietnam and the Vietcong responded scorn­
fully' yesterday to the resignation of Soµth Vietnamese · 

-President Nguyen Van Thieu, diminishing prospects 
for a cease-fire. ' ' r 

Although Thieu's ouster was a prime Communist . 
objective for years, the Vietcong Radio yesterday 
ridiculed Thieu's _replace-
ment by Vice , President , 

, Tran Van ;Huong as a "horse- / 
trading farce." ' 

Even more significant for 
the Ford administration, 
No,rth Vietnam turned its 
heaviest fire on the United - ' 
States. · · 1 

. ,:~ 
North Vietnam, in a· For-; 

eig_n_.Ministry statement, de-[ 
tnaridect that the United! 
States . immediately with-, 
draw its warshipi, assembling'. 

. in Viet;namese · waters, TC· ; 
; move all "U.S. military per­

sonnel disguised as civilians 
from South Vi~tnam," and I 

1 
'_'completely end ,its military : 
mvolveiµent anp interfer- • 
ence" i~ that nation. , 

In atldition, Communist 1 

official~ made it clear that 
any evacuation of South Vi-
etname$e employees or 1,. 
friends_pf'the United Stajes 
should ~e subject to negotia­
tion-after other. demands 

' on the United States are ful­
filled. This means a veto 
right on who. leaves South 

, Vietnan1. 
Presitj.ent Ford said Mon• 

day night that he hoped a 
cifase-fh:e .could be arranged 
to make it possible to evacu· 

· ~. ate- Vietnamese who have 
! worked :for the United ' 

States and others· to whom ' 
the United States is obli- ' 
gated. : 

"These· terms are clearly 
' so, high 'as to compel the 
I United States to rub its own 
' . nose in the mud;. .so to 
) speakt said one American \ 

authority. · I 
~Vhether the war ends , 

with an assault on Saigon or · 
with a 'political surrender, 
this source said. :\'orth Viet­
nam evidently is deterrntneit 1 

"to Ie:nie 110:&,tibt /ls to who \ 
-~G'tl .Ms:Wl!-t.'' . 

After a meeting between 
President Ford and Republi­
can leaders,, Sen.· Clifford P .. 
Case (R-N.J.) was asked if .. 
there was "an.v hQl)e ex_. 
pressed that Saigon! might 
not fall, or any i 
expectation1" , I I 

Case replied that r•I saw 1 

no such hope" and he said ·, 
none was expressed ! either 

, •by the President or by Sec-
retary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger. : 

On the contrary,1 Case 
said, Defense Se~retary 
James R, Schlesinger. specu­
lated that the Communists 
"Might want to celebrate" 

, the May 19 birthdb of 
' North -Vietnam's late\ Presi­
, dent, Ho Chi._,Minh, "in Sai-
, gon." ' 
1 See DIPLOMACY, Al6, Col. 3 I 
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-•·---. 1HopeS Dim 
r Haiwi SCorllSThieiLOusier; Truce.· 

1 

'DIPLOMACY,.From Al All that was discussed on 
this topic at the White 

"The Communists hold. all House yest~day, Case said, 
the cards,' one authoritative was in the narrow limita-
U.S. official said glumly. ti9ns of the bill now pend-

American strategists' ing in the Senate: to remove 

~------!.--~ 

Thieu is a bloodthirsty mili­
tarist and Huong is a reac­
tionary, civilian traitor well- , 
versed in knuckling under, '1 

fren?:i,edly opposing Commu­
nism and opposing the peo- · 
ple to the end." hopes for obtaining even only those _South Vietnam-

marginal leverage .,. on the ese "who are dependents of Hanoi's Foreign Ministry 
qutcome_ of the war now rest Americans and such others said that if the United 
on Gen. Duong Van (Big) who were greatly endan- States wants to,; it, can with-
Minh coml1(af into power in ger~d who might be brought draw. its "military personnel 
South Vietnim, with a gov- out as an incident of the disguised as civilians" from 
E:rnment with which the Vi- evacuation of the··· Am_eri- South Vietnam "in a short 

- etcong m1ght negotiate. cans." Anything more, saiil" · · · time-two or three days, or 
The U.S. expectation is Case, would require agree- even within 24 hours." The 

that Huong would resign/ ment "betweeri North ·and Hanoi statement· ambigu-
and South Vietnamese Sen- South Vietnam and ourself." ously promised "fair trE;aJ;;-.

1 
ate leader Tran Van Lam According to a Senate ment" to "the Vietnarnese'-
would designate Big Minh to- source,. Assistant Secretary who 'were once a$ScJciated 
head the government. In the of State Philip Habib told with the Americans • .. " 
past, the Vietcong has indi- the Senate Foreign Rela- FRED BR.ANFMAN · At a press conference 
cated it favored such an ap- tions Committee yesterday • · , gets set of terms here yesterday, two Ameri-
proach. But that was before . that no plan yet exists for cans· who recently talked · 
Communist forces had clear evacuating great numbers of expectations for operating with Vietcong representa- , 
power to· seize military con• South Vietnamese. as a broker to arrange a po• tives in Paris said they were 
trol of Saigon virtually House Republican Leader ;litical settlement. once Thieu told that the "departure of 
whenever they wish to take John J. Rhodes (Ariz.) said rwas gone, however;•--we,_re Vietnamese to countries like 
that route. · after the White House talks publicly dented yesterday. the U.S. should come up 

If the Communists chose yesterday that...:'under cer- French , Foreign Minister during and after negotia-
what American sources pri- tain circumstances it might Jean Sauvagnargues report~ · tions"· following creation of , 
vately conceded to 'be this po- . be necessary for the inser- ed_ly held two hours of fruit.. a new. Saigon government : 
Utical "fig . leaf" course, tion of (American) force less talks in. Paris, mee~ng '.'seriously committed" to i 
there might then be a cease- temporarily for the purJ,lose separately w11:ul North Viet- the 1973 Paris cease-fire ac~ · 
i'ire and .bargaining over· of securing (evacuation) namese Ambassador Vo Van . cord. 
which South Vietnamese landing areas, but .there was Sung, ;md with Pham· Vl!n Fred Branfman who re-
would' be permitted to be certainly no discussion of · Ba, .TI?ission chief of the turned from Pari~ Monday 
evacuated ~th the remain- any large-scale operation by Provisr~nal · R_evolutwnary, night, and Gareth Porter, 
ing Americans. Only a few American personnel."'· Government (Vietcon~l: co-directors of the Indo-' 

·k·· '""'" ·th' Id h · S_ung. · and Ba, smtllnghly ch1'na Resour·ce Center here, wee s',ae;9, 1s wou ave .. ' Americans in South Viet- d 
b 'd d th " t facing -newsmen, echoe .t e sold they were gi'ven a set of 

een comn ere e wors nam were to be reduced to demand that the Umted = ,, d' 
case" 6utcoine of the war:· "some 1,500" by_ the close of States first must "cease all proposed terms f?,r- en mg 
now it is'· rated the "best business yesterday, -"the its military interference" in · the war peaceful~y. " 
case," .and it is studded with minimum necessary to carry South Vietnam, and "the These _terms mcluded ~ 
obstacles, U.S. officials con- on skeleton operations," whole Thieu clique must be ne':"' Saig_on go_vern:ment 
cede. · Case said the members of overthrown and replaced by ;;hich, _unllke Thieu, is not 

Although the Forcf adniin• Congress were assured. Con- a government wishing committed ~o the war or 
istration discussed with Con- gress has put· p;:-essure on peace, independence and na- (t~). dem~ndmg new U.S. 
gress yesterday authority to the administration to· reach tional concord." · ID1litary aid to· augment 
admit up to 132,00 refugees that level, from a figure of · Ba said he tdld Sauvag- isting stockpiles"; , . 

1 from Indochina to the-- about a;ooo Americans 10 . nargues that the Huong and mediate · talks_, J~ • . n 
' United States, Mr. Forcj. said days ago. Thieu governments were n_ow, not Paris, to bnng 

Monday night that removing The Ford administration· "brother admip:istratiorts." · ~ about a cease-fire, demarca-
1 any large number would be was silent 'yesterday about The Vietcong Radio ,in tion of military lines, demo• 

"virtually impossible" with- the) status of exploratory South Vietnam used much, cratic liberties, and a ra•, 
'out either a cease-fire or a talks with other nations to stronger language: ''The tfonal · Council of National 

'·c sizeable force of American try to produce a cease-fire · . only difference between Reconciiiation and Con-
\ bloops. . in South Vietnam. French Thieu and Huong is that ~d" a+w:H~~;_: · 

-··----- ------- ,·: The l?.~G," '...they said, 
·••insists that for' such talks 

~--:J3ranfman and Porter said \ 
) io ,suJceed, all U.S.· paramili­

tary personnel iuust· leave­
although ·a. U.S. Embassy, 
and Amedcari businessmen 
and relief workers could. re-

• 

• 

--L·-the United States should_ 
"accept such a scenario" and 
abandon plans to use "U.S. : 
combat troops· to evacuate ; 
Americans and South Viet- · 
namese" and "stop any fur-··; 
tlJer efforts to push military 

main" an.d "aid; from inter- • 
national organizations like • 
the U.N. or International 

1 

Red Cross would be wel- · 
{:Oll,le • • ·, They state they ~aw, to Saigon." .,;, 

,__ _ will pose :no obstacles to the 
, · . ,~atlion of U.S. personnei 

on civilian, airlines." , , -
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\~:Prospects Dim o~ NI~] , 
Ar.ms Aia :;i;;~.r..~7. ,.A.r~sl A~d_ .. ·. '. .·1· 

Chances would :be killed on a 1 -·- - s tt · iii· 4 za -~ · ..: --- _ 
straight ~P or down vote. ! Other senators, like Fran'it'- · --- ._ 

Fadin!! . 
")_7~7y 

. By Spencer Rich 
and. Richard L. Lyons 

\Vashington Post Staff Writers 

Prospeds that Congress 
will vote any major weapons 
aid for South Vietnam· all 
but disappeared yesterday, 
but both chambers readied 
approval, today of humani­
tarian-evacuation aid bills, 
despite fears of American 
military re-involvement if 
troops are sent in for civil­
ian rescue operations. 

• House action was post- . Church (D-Idaho), favor go: 
poned until next week on I ing ahead with the author-
the $165. million voted byl · ity, Provided sharp restric-· r -
the Appropriations. Com~i~- 1 tions:im D.S. troop-_use for i 
tee Monday for more m11i- : -· - evacuation . of Vietnamese ! 
tary aid to Saigon. I{ i~ were i / are included. Church said ; 
considered to be meanmgful · the military situation is now : 
and likely to pass, it pre- ! 1 so tight around· Saigon that 1 

sumably would have been 1 ' "obviously we can't take out ; 
given top priority_ status. · l7-5,0~0 unle~s the North Vi- ! 

etnamese allow it." , In the senate, Dick Clark s J b T ' 
-<D:Iowa) and a handful . of !.: _: r . - en. o n ower (R.Tex.), 
others fearful of usmg: 

1

: Senate GOP Policy Commit-
troops for rescue operations tee chairipan; said, "We're 
held up a final vote on the · working toward some. sort of $200 million humanitarian- / , . 
evacuation aid bill. 1 negotiated settlement that 

Clark ' and the Foreign I would all~w us to gei them 
Relations Committee have ' out without' the contingency · 
repeatedly pressed the ad- j of troops"; otherwise, 

Both the House and Sen­
ate evacuation and hu:tnani-­
tarian aid• bills also would 
authorize 'the President to 
use troops; if needed to take .. 1 

-

out Amerfoan civilians ·and· 
some endangered Vietnam­
ese civilians. Skeptical mem- •. 
hers of both chambers put 
off final votes .. yesterday, 
hoping that holding up the 
military authority for a day 
or so will ·permit evacuation. 
undc.r current relatively 
peaceful 'qonditions of alJ 
but a handful of Americans, 
thus making · it less likely 
that troops will be needed 

ministration to ·speed up I "obviously we're not going 
evaeuation now, while troops to take out 175,000." 

Senate Minority . Whip 
Robert P., Griffin (R-Mich) 

· said,.:."As,# ,practical matter, 

later. , 
The $327 million House 

bUI and its $200 million Seu­
ate counterpart probably 
will he passed today, but it 
is becoming increasingly 
clear that this may be -all 
the administration. can ex-
pect. · 

It appears that :the White 

aren't needed. • Assist1ll!t 
Secretary of State Philip C. 
Hab)b told the committee 1 
yesterday morning that, by 
around midday yesterday, it 
was expected there would 

· only be 1,500 American per­
sonnel left. 

Clark said this was a drop 
of roughly 1,000 oyer the 
preceding·24 hours I and was 
encouraging. ~owevei,-,. 
Clark said there were· also 
1 ooo to 1,500 Vietnamese de­
pendents of .Americans still 
there, so all told there were . 
perhaps 3,000 left. - . 

· ' Once this was .down a bit 
further Habib reportedly 
said th~ rest could be taken · ·, · ! 
out 'u needed in • "'dhe big 
scoop" by' plane -and helicop- : 
ter-a difficult but not mas- , 
sively risky endeavor. ! 

-i any large i:mmber [of South 
, "-Vietnamese escapees] 

brought out is going to have 
to be brought out under a 

1 -cease-fir'e ar~angement." 
The reason why the White 

House request for added 
military aid to Saigon is in 
so inuch trouble is tlie wide­
spread belief that 'South Vi• 

1 etnam can't be saved and 
the money will j,ust be 
wasted. Many believe that 
Mr. Ford's request for the 
$722 million is mereiy a ges­
ture to convince U.S., world I 

··--- _J 

! House will get , little if any , 
. of the $722 million, it has re- · 
: quested for emergency :~ 
: ,weapons aid to Saigon dJ,lr-/ •. 

i'ng the fiscal year._fln"ding ·. 
• June 30. The Senate Armed 
: Services Committee so far 
' has refused to vote added 

The President has also 
asked for authprity; to use 
U.S. troops to take out up to 
175,000 Vietnamese nation­

1/1 v 
1 military . aid, the White 
i House has dropped plans to 
.
1 

tack a weapons-aid amend­
' ment onto the Senate hu-
1 manitarian-evacuation bill, 
I and .. yesterday these actions _ 
,..tQQ.k,p}ace in the House: 
l • The House Armed Serv­
i' ices Committee; which in 
\ the past has authorize!! ev- • 
. erything requested for Viet-
. 11am, voted 21 t~ 17 to· table 
and at least temporarily kill 
the President's request for 
more military assistance. 

i).g s~ ~~· All'. Col. 1 ·,u 

als whose lives . are consid­
ered in danger if the . Com­
munists t~e over. But there 
are deep:, fears that U.S. 
troops could come under 
fire and take severe casual­
ties if they try,' to take out 
that many. ' 

"I don't want to use Amer­
icans to evacuate South Vi­
etnamese," said. Sen. James 
Abourezk (D-S.D. l. "I'm 
a.fNil @I what will OOftP\ll!l if 

••- . shot a_!;. '¥,o; ' . t kind 
~pm'ce,' 

,; 
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nd South Vietnamese opin­
on that at least he did his 

best, witho_ut any real hope 
of getting the ~oney. 

Rep. George H .. Mahon (D· 
Tex.), Appropriations Com-

DECLASSIFIED 

mittee chairman, conceded " 
that the $165 million in 
weapons aid voted by ~s . 
committee was in good part 
a gesture, not in the real 
hope it could change the 
military situation. 

Rep.I Donald Riegle (D­
'.Mich.) and other opponents 

···of the. $327-million humani- l 
tarian,-evacuation bill con-

,. ;teMe.d _that jts o~issiop. of 
precise limits on the· :tnim; , 
ber Ol'- use of troops cou~- __... · 
make it another Gulf· of 
Tonkin Resolution empower-
ing the President to re-in-· 
valve the United States in 
an Indochina war. 

Rep. ,1ohn ,B. Anderson (R· 
Ill.), House Republican Con­
ference chairman, de• 
nounced :Q!!mocratic sugges­
tions that Pr·esident Ford 
would "stoop as low" as to 
put the United States back 
into the war under the guise 
of seeking· authority to help 
resettle or evacuate refu­
gees. He· urged the House 
not to send out· word that 

.1 "we \n Congress are so 
spineless as to defeat such a 
modest · proposal" for hu: 
mani tarian · assistance. 

Rep. Charles Whaleu (R· 
Ohio) said he will i:Jffer an 

,amendment today·, forbid.- 1 ding the use of troops. This t 
would "keep the ·administta-

. tion's feet to the fire" and 
·. force it to. evacuate all 

l 
Americans and end1fagered I 
Vietnamese Iiow, - before a 
collapse of . South Vietnam 
requires \ise of troops and 
possible loss of lif~ ~e said'_, ,. 
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Huong, Opposition Coiiler-­
i.. J M...,.,.( 7,-

By H. D. S. Greenway and Philip A. Mccombs 
~ ~l,,;IJ,.noreign service 

SAIGON, April 23 (Wed- President Nguyen ··Van 
nesday) -: South Vietnam's - Thieu Monday night will re­
ne_w president met Tuesdl\Y sult in Politi ~, 
w 1th government ·officials . c!U moves 
and members of the politi- amounting to sur;render. 
cal opposition in an, effort Qther ,observei:s, however, 
to ~tabilize the military sit- tee the. lull as: a typical 
uation and to form a new 1~0 rth _Y1e!namese tactic of 
government with some gathermg their · forc-£s to-
c_h~nce of negotiating a po- ~e~her before·ma~ing a new 
lit1cal solution with the strike. Such a strike at Sai-
Communists. gon would undoubtedly be 

Observers give President the,final one, obs~rvers say, 
~ran Van Huong very little · 'Ihe ~over-nm~nt . fqrc,-es 
time, perhaps a few days or a:e now 1~. an almost impos­
_less, to do this. "Really, it's · s1b_le Pos1t1on ot trying to 

all over," said a Western d_efenc:i :'3'."igon with five or 
diplomat. '.'It's ju,st a matter , s1~ d1v1s10ns against what 
of getting someohe to 11eg0• W.J.U soon 'be 12.· North Viet­
tiate a surrender. If therels : : namese army divisiims, with 
no real chatlge in the gov- more ?n the way south. 
ernment, the •communist Reliable sour(!f!s disclosed 
war machine will just con- that Thieu's · resignation 
tinae relentlessly.'' came after U.S. Ambassador 

There was a . battlefield Graham Martin\ visiteq him r · 

lull Tuesday that some ob- in the presidential palace 
servers saw as a hopefui' l~te Saturday night and in­
sigp. that the Communists d1cated _ that he ought to 
might be holding back to step down, 

• 1 see-=if the resignation , of See YIETNAM, AM, Col. 1 

'-~ I~ 4- Wednesday-,.-_A pril23_, 19_-1,5· TH · fl. A ' . E WA$HINGTON PO_ST_ .- •• R:1 • 

New President 
Confers With 
Political -FOes 

, - The carefully~ntroEed 
VIETNAM! From Al ;,,eyacuatiort of A,mericans 
I~ his televised inte;view : a_nd their. Vietnamese faroi­

, with CBS Monday night, hes cont!pues fr9m Tana 
. President ;Ford ·said, "There sonnhut airport. Sources ~,iy 
. was no pressure by, rrie or there. are now: only 2,W? 

anyone-·-m Washington" to .Americans left m $outh V1• 
: + get Thieu .to quit. He: left etnam. ':" ' few weeks _ago 
· : open the possibility that the there were about 8,000.1 

· ml\tter might have been dis- Reaction to Thieu's resig- · 
cussed with Thieu •by : U.S. nation was ger1erally favora-
officials in ,S,aigon. ble,_ but there was a ·strong , 

. • The American position ; feelmg that he should have · 
hei;e now· is extremely: Plil' done so long ago when there 
carious, with Washington re- i seemed some chance, that 
portedly favoring an iipme- _the ~ourse of ~vents could 

, diate and total American be reversed. Little sadness 
pullout but with Martin w_as ·expressed at _his step­

. holding the line against this pmg down, but 1:1e.1t~er was 
for the time being. A total there much re101cmg_ be­

, American evacuation is· seen · cause few pe~pl~ _beheved 
-~·as dooming any'last-ditch ef- that the ne'I" pres1d,ent ~o_uld 
· fort by government forces ~o m1;1ch to alter the cr1t1cal 

;t:o hold themselves together situation. 
'.rla a defense of Saigon, since 
;;4~¥-~llcreate panl_~. ;,~-

[ 

,, 

! 

l 

I 

I 
I 

,_ The new government Wed- . 
:.nesday, in renew\ng its ciill /. 
for peace J\~g!)tjations,- indi- I 
cated ,that it was willing to · 
go .farther .. than. Thieu . in i 
meetiri'g the demands of the; 
Vietcong. · · · · · . I 

A Foreign Ministry com- i 
munique said South Viet-

' nam ''stands" ·ready to re- , 
sume the negotiations on all \ 
issues within the framework i 
of the Paris agreement in-.' 
eluding the establishment of , 
a National Council for ne: ' 
conciliation and Concord." , 

The council, as I provided 
b;y the Paris· ·agreement, 

· would ,be made .u,p, of mem- 1 

,bers of the' Saigon govern­
ment, the· Vietcong and a 
neutral force. Its role would 
1be to organize elections in 
the south and to try to bring 
cooperatto.h_ be.tween• Snigon 
and the Vietcong. 

Thieu persistently bioclted 
negotiations for the forma­
tion of the cauncil, contend­
~:tJ,g Jhat it would have been 

1' the first step toward a coali­
, . tion government including 
I Communists. . 
1 The move, the first o'ver-
1, ture to the Communists by 
I · the new Saigon government, 
. was rejected by ·the Viet­
i cong however.' 
' "The proposal fools no one 
'__: ai_:i._g__wUl hardly help the 
r . Americans out of tlier de-

feat," a statement issued by 
the Vietcong delegation in 
Saigon Wednesday said. i 

President Huong Tuesday I 
met with several antigovern­
ment personalities, includ- , 
ing lawyer Tran Van Tuye11 , 

. and Supreme Court Justice i 

. Tran Minh Tiet. The sub- i 
stance of• their discussions 
\vas not disclosed, although 
there was :speculation one of 
them would be a_sked to be­
come premier. 

[Huong _ also met with 

; -Thieu wliois believed plan­
nj_ng.. to go into exile in a 
_few days, ·possibly· to Tai­
wan, news agencies report­
ed. Political sources repott­
e_g t]Jat Jiuong and U.S. Am­
bassador M,artin had tenta­
tively agreed that Defense 
Minister Tran van: Don 
should be named premier.] 

An antigovernment -Na­
tional Assembly deputy, LY 
Qui Chang, said President 
Huong was going to set up a 
government 'of "Thieu with­
out Thieu" but tllat only a 
government . determined to 
make peace , could save the 
situation. 

·Father Tran Hun Thanh 
leader of the Catholic' Anti: 1 

, eorru;ption IP.ovement,. · said ,f , 

J, '-"--'-!L-""1!.!a!'!!.':.!=.!'...2 (c_, l'!_f!_ 2 
~~~~~-
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a complete change - of all 
government policies aimed 
at resuming political talks 
with the Communists and at 
improving the morale of the 
people. · 

Anti-governm~rit · leaders 
Gen. Duont Van ("Big"), 
Minh, Fr. Thanafi, Buddhist 
polltician Vu Yan Mau, and 
Catholic politician Nguyen 
Van Huyenh ,declared they 
will not join any _new ,go'(­
ernment under the new 
president because they do · 
not think he is really trying 
to achieve ipeace. · · 

l Gen; !Minh issued a state­
\ ment saying the whdle gov-

I ernnrent should have re­
. signed, not just Thieu. 

The strong anti-A:merican 
tone · ·· of ; · Thieu's . Monday 

1

1 night resignation speech J 

was not a co'mplet~ success; ~ 
f although there is quite a bit j 

of anti-American senti!)lent 
f here now. 'fyfany V.ietnamese 

said that Thieu was trying 
to pl.a~e all the bl.a.iiil,\4,wt.,the 
Americans when • 'f~ a I great deal of it belonged on 

\- his own shoulders. . 
Radio Hanoi also spoke of 

I a ' "Thieu 'without Thieu" 
government · .and said, 
"There will be many other 
things to see in ·the puppet 
show in the days, to come, 
but one thing is certain: un­
·less Ford 'and Kissinger give 
up the neocolon\al policy 

, and put an end to the U.S. 
involvement, they 1will meet 
bitter defeat" : . 

[A Vietcong radio broad-. i 
cast monitored in $aigon at­
tacked Huong as . a "seller 
of the nation, a blind anti- : 
Communist reactionary and 

, a man who will· betray the 
nation and the people," AP 

. reported.]· 
Many militaq officer15 

fear that there, is very little 
to negotiate · now' that the. 
military situation is so grim. 

__ , How&v@l1, several ·positive. 
s.teps are being taken. 

A military committee is 
being formed, according to 
army sources, to try to stabi­
lize th"' military situation 

, and to prevent any -collapse 
1 

· of morale 'following Thieu's , 
resignation. 1 

The first- reaction among 
military' officers appears to 
be a wave of relief that 
Thieu is finally gone but 
there is anxiety about the 
new g()vernment because 
Thieu said it would be a 1 

'"go.v~ ·nment of negotia-. 

1

. tio1i."' · I . . ' 
· f;.rnrces say there will be 
a ... 1uvc • to bring ,back able 
i.:e.i:wrnls. such as Nguyen , 
J),H· Thang, former minister . 

JI .,~c 

1 
_S~~ flETNAM, ~~.t 

'- , rt:: lb 
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\ Way Cleared ~! 
·.For 132,000 
. W arzt~gees 

By:Lawrence Mej/; 
Wash,ington Pnst· Staff Writer 

itttot'ney General Edward 
H. Levi has issued orders 
permitting up to 132,000 Vi­
etnamese and Cambodian 
refugees into the United 
States, : it was , announced 
yesterday. 

Levi 
I 
issued 1.he orders 

, lVIondar night after receiv­
ing an "urgent reqhest" fot· 
such authorization from Sec­
retary of State Henry A. 
Kissinger, acting in his ca­
pac:ity as special Presiden­
tial assistan.t for national se- 1 

curity affairs. ! 
The significanee of"T:evi's; - _, 

action was clouded by state- 1 
ments from State Depart- I 
ment officials and informed 
congressional source.s .....ex,..t _ < 
pressing skepticism that 
many Vietnamese could be 1 

evacuated because of the 
rapicµy deteriorating mili-
tary situation in South Viet- 1 
nam. , · 

One State Department of- I 

I ficial involved in planning 1 

for the accommodation, of l 
· Vietnamese refugees in this 
\ country said the question of 1 

I mass immigration had be· I 
i come "academic" because of I 
:the military situation. 
i A Senate source who •at- 1 

'tended a Central Intelli-
' gence Agency btiefing yes-
i terday, said senators were 
1 told that it will.be "a matter 
J o.f dliys" ,until Vietnam fails. 
· As a result, this ·source said 
. the senators wer~ told._ that 
most· 'Vietnamese refugees 
would probably be picked 
up off tlie coast from small 

i boats in the South China Sea. 
, Levi spoke Monday night 
, with leaders of the Senate 
· ilnd House Judiciary com-

mittees before issuing the 
order authorizing. the immi­
gration permission sought 
by Kissinger. 

The full Senate Judiciary 
Committee, which last week 
asked· Levi to keep it in· 
formed on a daily basis of 
his actions regarding the 
refugee problem, voted 
unanimously yesterday _to 
endorse the steps he had 

See REFUGEES, ~16, Col. 3 
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REFUGEES, From Al 

! taken. The committee's vote, 
i although a formal gesture of 
I support, had no legal signifi-

cance since the attorney gen• 
. eral has the authority to 
permit ref1,1gees to enter the i 

country in emergency situa­
tions. 

After receiving instruc­
tions from Levi, Im.migra- .: 

- ~-tion: and Naturalization ! 
Service Commissioner Leo'. · 1 
nard F. <::hapman Jr, issued , 
orders to tfie INS regional. 
offices. 

As outlined . in 1a letter ; 
from Levi to Senate -Judici- · 
qry Committee Chairman l­
James 0. Eastland (D·Miss.) ~-, 

I yesterday, five groups oi _ 
-~ pe1;sons ire befog permitted 
· : to enter the United States: 

., A maximum of 50,000 · 
,;high risk" Vietnamese refu­
gees and their families, de- ' 
scribed by Levi as ''past and 
present U.S. government 
employees, Vietnamese offi. 
cials whose cooperation is 
necessary for the evacuation 
of American citizens, indi· 
victuals with knowledge of 
sensitive U.S. government 
intelligence operations, vut-· 
1nerable political or. Jntelle.c­
tual figm'es ··and _.former i 
Communist defectors." - ; 

• Between 10,000 and 75,- : 
000 Vietnamese nationals -

, having immediate relatives , 
who are American citizens 

1 or permanent re,sident ai­
iens in the United States. 

• An estimated 1,000 Viet­
, namese who already have 
; left Vietnam and are at ·, 
, .Clark Air Force Base in the . 

Philippines, "provided they 
qualify as high risk individ· 

'. -I uals." · 
• About 1,000 Cambodians , 

now in Thailand who had 
· · been evacuated from Cam-
' bodia by the United St~tes. 

• About 5;000 Cambodian 
diplomats fn other countries 
where they face "forcible re­
turn or expulsion." 

While seeking congres­
sional concurrence for au­
thorizing the refugees to 
come to the United States, 
Levi said that "every effort 
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will be. made to obtain i~ter- , 
national assistance for all 

• , Vietnamese and Cambodian .. 
1 

' • reiugees · and to arran.ge 
their resettlement in third 

~ countries." . 
i: The conditions under 
I which these refugees would 
~ be admitted to the United 

11 ·, States· would leave th.em in 
;- legal limbo. Although physi-. 
. cally present in this coun­

try, permitted to hold jobs 
and entitled \o the protec­
tion of American 1aw.s, the 
refugees would nc,t formally 
be recognized. as being pres- [1 

ent in the country, accord- : 
i.ng· to an irnmigratiori serv-

' ice spokesman. 
To seek citizenship, such a 

1 ' refugee first would have to 
apply for status as a perma­
nent resident alien, like any 

·7 other immigrant .. · .. 
j !>resent law permits oniy 

20,000 persons a . year from 
any Ea~t' Asian ~ountry to 
be admitted into the United 
States as . permanent resi­
dent alie11s. Without special 
tegislation such as• that en­
acted in ·the past for Cuban 
aria, Hungrian refugees, 
some. Vietnamese· and Cam­
bodian· refugees ,would 
never be eligible for citizen­
ship because of both the nu­
·me:rical ·quotas and the pref-

- -erences established under 
I the - current immigration 

law. 
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THE' WASHINGTON POST 

Ailing Huong 
.• . . . 

Is Kno,wn as 
Honest·Man 

ByThomas W. Lippman 
Washington Post Staff Writer 

Tran Van Huong, who sue- Huong has played a leading 
ceeded Ngyuyen van Thieu role in Saigon's turbulent 
as president of South Viet- wartime political history, 
nam yesterday, was picked one of the few non-military 

· to be on Thieu's ticket • in personalities to· .do so. 
1971 primarily ·because his He was born in Vinhlong 
advanced· age ~nd. illness Province, . deep in the Me-· 
seemed to rule him out as a kong Delta and his south-

! challenger for the top office. ern · backgr~und made him 
Huong, 71, is a'. long-time useful to Thieu many years 

politician with a reputation later when the president 
for honesty and competence. wanted someone to reduce 
But his poor health_;_he suf- the inf(uence of natives of 

i. fers from high blood ·pres- North Vietnam, who ·sup-
1 .sure and heart trouble- ported Huong's predece~sor 

could severely limit his. role in the vice-presidency, Ngu-
in the current critical• pe-. yen Cao Ky. · 
riod.. : . A graduate of the· School 

-As vice president Huong of Pedagogy ·tn Hanoi, 
'has been a familiar figure Huong spent· his early years 
around Saigon, .a dignified as a high sch9ol teacher in 

t · but bent old man, walking Mytho and later went into 
i with the aid.of a cane, as he e·duca:tional administration. 
; · officiated at ceremonies and He served two · ter\ns as 
\.· meetings that Thieu .was too mayor of Saigon . and took 

busy to attend. ' · up an active politic~l car~er. 
The constitution gave him in the capital, building a 

only the. ritual duties of pre- reputation. as an opponent 
Siding over · meetings of a of the dictatorial methods of. 
couple of .impotent social Pr'esident Ngo Dinh Diem. 
and educational bodies. In 196.0, Huong was. one of 
Thieu assigned him the task 18 prominent politicans who 
of conducting an anti-cor- signed the so-called 
ruption campaign· in the "CaraveHe Manifesto," de~ · 
government, but if it ever mantling reforms in ~the 

- -· -had any results they were ' Diem . government. Though 
· kept quiet. three more years were to 

In the past, however, pass. before Diem was over-
·"--·---- -------

TRAN V~ HUONG. 
· .•• s..iccessor to Thieu, 

. thrown, the declaration is­
sued after· a meeting at the 
Chravelle Hotel was signifi­
cant landmark on the path 
to his downfall. 

A year after the ouster 'of 
Diein, Huong was appointed. 
prime minister by Gen. Nu­
gyen Khahh, in the days of 
the revolving-door govern-. 

· men.ts in Saigon, but he 
lasted only until forced out 
of office in a Buddhist upris­
ing on Jan. 27, 1965. 

He ran unsuccessfully for 
' president in the first elec­

tions under the new consti• 
tution of 1967, ·finishing 
fourth in a. field of 10 al­
though he carried Saigon.· 
That was 'the . ef ection in 
which Thieu won his first 
term as .President a'nd Ky 
was elected vice president. 

But under. the Vietnamese·· 
system ·of _ government, the 
prime minister, who is ap­
pointed· by the president, is 
the country's chief adininis­
tra tive officer and one of 
the most powerful men in 
the'country. , 

Huong was appointed to 
that post again by Thieu ,on 
May 25,' 1968, in the . after­
math of ·the Vietcong's Tet 
offensive. , 
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TRAN VAN LAM 
.. ; suecessor to Huong? 

Although he was popular 
with the public and built a 
reputation· for personal hon­
esty, Hu,mg was unpopular 1 

with the generals and with 
other~ politicians, who re- ' 
sented his tendency to ap. 
point ·col'oriess administra­
tors, instead of political per- , 
sonalities,to important jobs. 
Under intense political pres­
sure, Thieu, ~arced him out : 
of office once again on Aug. 
22, 1969. 

l:Iuong returned to public 
life two yeai;s later, when , 
Thieu chose him as running : 
mate in an· effort to give his , 
ticket some . broad-based I 
popular appeal at, a time , 
when. it appeared that the 
president would face genu- : 
ine opposition in the race. : 
-After both Gen. Duong Van , 
"Big") Minh and Ky pulled 
'out, declaring the election 
riggeq, Huong resister pres­
sure from his associates to 
withdraw from the ticltet, 
and was elected with Thieu 
later that year. 

Earlie_r in .his life, Huong i 
-wrote poetry and books on r ·, 
Vietnamese opera. He has 
two children, but his wife 
d,ied earlier this year. 
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Rescued. 
The sudden resignation of President 

1 Nguyen Van Thieu baa created an op., 
.. portunity for the United . States to'. i 
. avoid a:n ·act . of betrayal ln Vietnam ; 
that will haunt us if it occurs. That , 

· act would be t:he· abandonment of those I 
· Vietnamese whose lives or well-being ! l are certai_n to be endangered : by the I 
1 ·communist victpry in the South. : . 

~ The departure of Mr. Thieu has" re­
moved an obstacle to negotiation and 
brought a fluid polit_ical situation: ln I 

which a settlement might be arranged · 
to permit a large-scale · evacuation. 

The United States has a·. profound 
moral coinmitment to Vietrlamese who. 
placed themselves and their families 
'in jeopardy by taking the 'American 

· The writer ia a· corresponclene in. 
.the Washington. bureau o/Thi New 
York Times, currently on . lem,e of 
absence to write a book ~b~ut)'iet• · 
nam; He has· spen~ more tha'n 10 : 

I . . . 

years covering the •war, from Wash­
ington as well as Vietnam. . . 

-sid'e in the long war against their Com• 
· muriist-led ·countrymen. They . would , 

never have done so if five Amer}can ' 
: . Presidents, including Gerald Ford; ·hac! 

not sought to maintain an anti-Com­
munist government in Saigon,· and if 
each succeeding Congress, · again In­
cluding the present o,ne, had not ac­
quiesced in this policy by voting .the · 
funds.to fight the war. • · ·· · · , 

Precisesly who was ·l!"esponsible for 
the original policy and who is to blame 
for the ·current debacle is beside. the 
[Point at the moment. The· end' has 
come. The only thing that ma~ters now 
is to·make the U.S. exit from Vietnam: 
as decent as possible in terms of the 
human obligation involved. If there is 
any American. honor· and any Ameri• 
can credibility to be salvaged from 

. the Vietnam venture, it. lies in fulfill• I 
' ing that human obligation to those 

Vietnamese who put their faith in ·us.· 
But the Vietnamese are being aban• j 

doned in the wrangling between a : 
Congress traumatized by years of de•\· 
ceit and. disillusio,nment and arr admi~•.L. 
istratii:ln equaUy traumatized. by the , 
sudden collapse of ,a policy in which 
so much blood, treasure and perso:nal . 

. ego have been invested .. 
--~, ., .. -" . 

1 The. pos~Ibility ol employing Ameri~ 
can troops to conduct an •evacuation f· 

. of Vietnamese on any siz_eable scale ' 
-appears to 4ave already been !ltooted 
by the swiftness of the North Vietn'am· 
ese advance the congressional stric- • 

. ture against 'the reintroduction of U.S. 
military 'forces," and the lack· of any · 
workable plan by the administration . 

. to use those forces in ·time if Congress 
, were willin~ to lift the re~ctio~. 
· South Vietnam's most important 811" 
1 base, Bien Hoa, which is 15 mile·■ north 
l of the· capital, ,was rendered largely 

unusable this weekend by North: Viet-
1 namese artillery fire a.nd within day, 

the shells may be falling on the .lut 
. major airfield, Saigon's Tan Son: ~ut. , 
, The only remaining possibility would t · 

. , ... : . 1' .seemJ:o lie in tAking ~dvant.age of the 
I resignation of President Thieu . to 
I swiftly negotiate a settlement. In 11uch 
I an arrangement the .• Unite~ · States 

\ 
might terminate military and economic 
aid to. Saigon and foster · creation_. of a 

I coalition government' in exchange _for 
the guarante.ed right to evacuate those 

I Vietnamese who will be_ in greatest · 
. jeopardy in ·a Commumst. Vietnam. 
· Hanoi's consent to the introduction ~f 
:· some· American troops to ensure an 
'. orderly evacuation ·· might ~so- be 
, necessary. To obtain a settlement 
: along these lines, the United ~tates 
I might have to agree tq provide major . 
, humanitarian- aid to the ComII)_unist 
l side. in the interim peri1>d and to' pay . 
: subseque.nt war reparations. -4 nat~on 

1 i that can spend $35~ million t~ scoop ; 
1 up some bits and pieces ·of an out-of• 

1 '. date Russian· submarine c;m ·well af- : 
· ford to rebuild' a war-ravaged Viet_nam. i 
. It is possible, of course, th~t with 1 
j military victory so close, the'V1etnam:: 
. ese Communists may refuse · any ne: 
' gotiation. The United States· should , 
' make the attempt, however, because 

we . owe it to the Vietname_se and to 
outselves to try. · · ·· ·; ·.·. I 

Much of the Congress, .the admin, 
istration and the public appear to be , 

· trying to salve conscience over the 
scenes of anguish· in Vietnam with'· 
the , old , saw that it was, as President 
Kennedy coined the term, "their war." 
We gave the Vietname.se 55,000 ,Amer-· 

ican lives, $150 billion and if they 
. couldn't "hack it," ·then t)ley· will ha.ve · 

to suffer the consequences. . 
But the. salve won~t heal ,because it 

was never just "their war." It was 
more ours in many ways than theirs, 
except where the dying· was concerned. 
Their army did far more of . that than . 1 
ours did.,;,_five times more. Since: 1961, · i _approx,imately 250,000 South Vietnam- · 

1 ese soldiers have been -killed. · , 
1 

. We -let 675,000 Cubans into this · 
country after those the Kennedy ad• 
ministration · sent off to fight at the 
Bay of Pigs were captured instead 
and had to be ransomed out of jail 

: . We. gave 40,000 Hungarians :refi;tge i 
~l!dtlitJ.!eNh:_. ~~~onWfo:u

1
gdhtWon 

1
t
1
h~ side t._ 

,of e azism or ar. 
The Vietnamese have more than 

earned the right· to be res5ued., ,: 
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~'Damn Americans! What have you.·. 
done for me since· the last · - - · ~-

eight. or ten years?" 

. . 

i 
I 

I .• "' w~4'1 ,#pd: . 2, 1._ ~-~ '; .~• 
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. U.S. Faces.Viet RefitgCe,Prohlem • 
2. '2t:~ y 'i,) > ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

·By Lawrence ieyer · - · terms o:f 200,000 Vietnamese 
refugees, a staff sour.ce said . • Washington Post Staff Writer 

Witl). time running out in 
Saigon, the Ford administra­
tion has taken the first steps ·,, 
toward planning for the ar'. 
Tival of Vietnamese refu-
. gees; bl\t officials are in· 
· crea~ingly pessimistic about 
being able to rescue large 
numbers of people from Sai-.. · 
gon. 

'l'he first. problem ,facing' 
the Inter,agency Task Force , 

_ on Vietnam, established by · 
the -.White House Friday, is 
that it has no idea how 

, many refugees may b( com­
illlg to this country. · 

However, as the military 
· collapse of the Saigon· forces 
has accele'rated, officials 
have shelved last _week's es­
·tJmates that as many as 200,-
000 Vietnamese refugees 
might come to the United 
States. 

"The facts of the situa­
tion, how it turns out, . that's 
what's going to. deciqe it­
how ml\,nY people get out," 
one governinent official 
working on the task force 
sai~ yesterday. , 

Another official said the 
question of how many .Viet-. 
naniese would arrive has be- :, 
come academ'ic in the last• 
two days because of the 
rapid disintegration of Sai-

Habib mentioned several 
countrie&-cAustralia, France, 
Brazil, Venezuela · -,. that 
mighif take. 'refugees. "He 
sort of talked about · con­
versations, he .never men, 
tioned commitments. He 
talked :ibout spreading these 
people around . the world," 
this source. said. 

'''!'he committee to a man 
was skeptical of the. whole 

.. process,'' the source said. "I 
think they're skeptical about 

SECRETARY KISSINGER ATTORNEY GENERAL LEVI 
. . . asked about "limited use'' ~:f' authority'. on immi 

· the numbers. !.,think they're 
.skeptical about -who is com­
ing · out [from VietnamJ. I 
think they're skeptical about 
how · these people will be 
taken care of. We can go 
down· the list of two dorten 
questions." . ·.: . asked about ''lim~ted. use" of authority. 

This .source saicf the com­
, "Howe~er,••: the letter con/ . mittee felt tha{5,000 or J.O,. Generats a_uthority to 

"parole" persons into the 
country in emer~ericy situa· 
tions. 

Last week,. afte1° public , 
and private hearings with 
Philip C. Habib, assistant 
secretary of state .fo1: East· 
Asian and .Pacific affairs, 
the Senate Judiciary Com- -
mittee wrote Secretary -of 
State Henry A. . Kissinger · 
·and Attorney Ge.neral Ed· 
ward H. Levi to endorse the 
''limited use" of Levi's au­
thority to permit . orphans 
and alien dependents of 

.American. citizens into the. 
United States. 

000 persons can be absorbed 
· tinued, "prior to the. use of iri this. country, "But if you'-

the parole' authority - • - for re talking ·ab~ut 200,000 peo­
.the 'purpose of large-scale ple, that's a hell of a lot of 
evacuation and resettlement people." 
of Vi~tnamese nationals, the' . ' 'When a l'.eporter mert• 

·COJnmittee will require such tioned, the lack of r.elocation 
recommendations.in writihg camp· s.(tes and other facili- · 
and ·daily consultations on ties to. a member. of the task 
t.h~s 'important matter of force yesterd{IJT, he replied, 
public policy· until further "That's an academic point. 
notice."· . ·. We 'don't .have that kind of 

. - ' · · · :. numbers yet." /\c·coi:ding to 
Habib's. testimony before· this ·. official, "sites" have 

the Senate Judiciary Gorn- ,'been suggested," b. ut not se­
, mittee, was. only one of a se- lected. 

ries of. appearances by .him. · • 
. and· Kissinger .during. ,which .. ,, Besides the rela~ively seri­

ous problems in refugee 
. they, were questioned .. about planning, other. less . severe 

gon's defenses. The committee said it also 
possible immigration I of issues also must be ,handled. 
large numbers of Vietnam- · 

Before this. disinteg1·ation, would w1ilconie considera­
: the task force had run into a tion of use of the parole au, 
; restlessness within Congress· thority to facilitate the im­
i over the prospect 0£ large migration of·. certain Viet-

: ese refugees. to the· Uniteci According to one , Immi-
gration and Naturalization 

. •Stlites. ·.. · ·, ., . . · , SerVice official; "We don't 

numbers' of · Vietnaniese. - namese . nationals to .. join 
· ~coming into the United 'their families already in this 

States·, under the Attorney 'country; 

During his Judicia1•y ap, 
· pearance last Tuesday, iffa­

bib, told .the. committet1 in 
closed session that the 

I 
ad• . 

,ministrayp~ was thinkin~ in 
---,-.-,!, .. ~-,,-,,.--~-~--------,------

1 
j 
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even have the proper forms. 
That's a· •minor problem, but 
at the same time, .the bu­
reaucracy bas to have its pa­

:pel'.work." 
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Tlie Depa.rture of Ngztyen va,i Tliie1, 
PRES=DE:.'\T THIEU'S resignation brings the war in 

South Vietnam one long step closer to a Vietnamese 
.10lutlon, which is the only kind that ever had a real 
chAnce. Nguyen Van Thieu ruled, not wholly without 
a,chl:evement, for seven years. But he was never other 
than the chosen instrument for an American solution­
that is. for a s0lution that would allow the United Statec 
to assert its ()WU international interests, variously de&­
acribed at various times. Nothing ao well proved Mr. 
Thieu's reliance on Americans in order to stay In the 
palJiee as the manner of his leaving it. It was, if you will, 
Nix:onian. ~Ir. Thieu might have told the truth, whkh is 
that virtually all of the non-Communist political, military 
and religious groups in South Vietnam had lost confi­
dence in his leadership. Instead, he chose to blame the 
United States, and Henry Kissinger in particular, for 
what he said was an American failure to deliver on Mr. 
Nixon's "written" commitment of support. Surely he la 
the last leader in Saigon 110 out of touch with Vietnameae 
nationalism as to lament publicly that be did not enjoy 
enough American patronage. 

From an American point of view, tbe best thing about 
Hr. Thieu's resignation is that It seem11 to have been 
almost entirely a Vietnamese affair. with minimal Amer­
iarn participation. Had the United States had a direct or 
conspicuous hand in removing him, we would have risk­
ed assuming some further responsibility for either the 
political wreckage in Saigon or the welfare of a successor 
government. As it is, we do not have that responsibility. 
The new president is a 71-year-old former prime minister 
in poor health, and likely soon to be .replaced. Whoever 
now speaks for Saigon, however, will not •be an instrument 
of American power. Whether the Vietnamese Commu­
nist3 will consider whatever new leadership emergu u 
aomethlng destinct from the Thieu "clique"-with which 
they have said they will not negotiate-ls not yet clear. 
In any event, it is not for the United States to try to ar• 
range South Vietnamese political affail"8 any further. 
lf President Huong in fact turns out to be a transitional 
figure, the transition will be, as it should be, a Viet­
namese process. 

In this respect, :lt is important to Americans that the 
understanda1bly bitter resignation remarks of President 
Thieu not be permitted to di!tort the American debate 
on Vietnam. Mr. Thieu, as best as we could understand 
reports of his resignation speech, declared that the 
United States had defaulted on a certain "written" aid 
eommitment from former President Nixon. He read it 
&ff camera, or off microphone, it aeems. Well, we have 
it on Mr. Ford's authority last week that he had per­
eonally reviewed the Nixon-Thieu correspondence and 
"there was nothing in any of thO!le communications that 
was different from what was stated as their public poli­
cy." There is, to be sure, a dispute between the adminis­
tration and its critics as to just what that "public policy," 
in all its nuances :and shadings, actually was. Our own 
view is that, despite what the administration now claims, 
there was not at the time of signing of the Paris accords 
any clear and open White House statement that the 
United States was assuming an open--ended responsibility 
to rupply military aid to the Thieu government and to 
threaten reintervention in the war on ita behalf. Quite 
the contrary. But whatever one thinks .,bout that debate 
certainly there is no need or place for Preaident: 
Thieu to become a participant in it. President Ford sure­
ly does not wish to aooept as an ally in this debate a 
discredlted and embittered Vietnamese politician who 
is attacking Mr. Ford's own Secretary of State. 

And what now? The North Vietnamese have 10 divi­
sions poised near Saigon. They will won be--if they are 
not already-in a position to Impose their political will 
Thia makes it impossible to overlook any longer the 
political demands of the insurgents' Provisional Revolu­
tionary Government of South Vietnam. The PRG con• 
tinues to insist that it wishes to negotiate a political 
settlement on the basis of the Paris accords, which call 
for the formation of a three-part council of national re­
coneiliation, and then for elections. Its interest in a poll­
cal rather than a military settlement evidently flows 
from its belief that It will thereby have smoother access 
to too people's loyalties, and to international standing 
and international aid. With President Thieu gone, this 
would seem to be the only reasonable course left for the 
South Vietnamese. If anyone in Saigon feels that there 
stfil exists the alternative of military "stabilization" and 
prolonged n1sistance, he should take a second look at 
Saigon's millt.ary situation as well as read closely the 
largely negative comments of those American legislators 
who spoke yesterday about the post-Thieu prospects of 
rnore military aid. 

The second major demand oi the PRG is for the "im­
mediate and permanent" withdrawal within two or three 
daya. of the remaining Americans in Saigon. Mr. Thieu's 
departure eliminates the last conceivable reason for 
further delaying their evacuation; there need be no more 
empty airplanes flying back to Clark Field. But the fur­
ther very difficult matter remains of the fate of those 
South Vietnamese whose association with Americans 
may have put them in jeopardy now. Hanoi and the 
Vietcong may well claim that any American effort to 
evaeuate toose "endangered" Vietnamese Is a hostile 
political act. But the American obligation to tho9e Viet­
namese is very large and very live-as Neil Sheehan 
argues persuasively elsewhere on this page today. That 
said, it must be added that even if Hanoi would give its 
tacit consent to .'\..merican evacuation of the more severe­
ly oompromised South Vietnamese, such an operation 
would run a heavy risk of interference by the South 
Vietnamese themselves. For it will not be possible in the 
best of circumstances to evacuate all those who will want 
to leave. So some American covering f.orces would be 
required - at best. And at the worst, if Hanoi refuses 
to sanction the evaeuation of any South Vietnamese, a 
large American expeditionary force would be required 
and great riskis would be involved. 

If there is any real hope, then, for the removal of 
any substantial number of South Vi-etnamese at minimal 
risk, it would seem to rest on a negotiated agreement 
with the North Vietname-se and the PRG. Neither Sai­
gon's bargaining position nor that of the United States 
is particularly strong at this point. Much will depend on 
how much of a premium Hanoi and the PRG place on 
avoiding a fight to the finish for Saigon, with all of the ' 
additional devastation and loss of life that this would en­
tail, and on how much both are interested in humanitar­
ian aid, long-term reconstruction and development, and 
constructive relations with the outside world. We do not 
pretend to know whether suc-h a bargain can be struck 
But before any large-scale, unilateral effort is made to 
evacuare the endangered South V.ietnamese, it seems to 
us that an effort to negotiate the safe removal of as 
many of them as possible should ·be the first priority 
of American diplomacy and a goal as well for those 
other International parties who are now offering tr, 
assist in bringing an end to the suffering and destruction 
in Vietnam. 
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=-Vietllam· 
- - . ~ ~ . 

.. Talks· ( 
Explored 
· Ford Seeks·.· 

- ' 

Cease-Fire for 
Evacuation 

2-, 'l-d£....,'J'•'? f 
By Mufrey-Marder 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

President F o.r d said 
last night that the united 
States is "exploring with · 
a number of governments 
negotiating O p·p Ort U ~ i- , 
ties" to seek -a cease-fire 
in Vietnam for evacuak 
ing remaining Americans 
and thousands of South 

I Vietnaniese employees: 
The-Uilited States has not 

yet beeii a:ble to make con­
tract with Nguyen · Van 
Thieu's successor as presi-
dent of, South Vie tcna m,.._ ..;_ _ --, 
T11an Van Huong, in the 1 
•brief time since Thieu's re• 
signation, the President said, 
but plans to do so. 

If either the North Viet­
namese or the South Viet­
namese show "displeasure." 
at such an evacuation, the 
President said, "some fairly 
sizeable force" of Ameri­
cans would be required for 

. any 1 a r g e evacuation of 
South Vietnamese who 
would ·be exposed to re­
taliation~.'-'--'--------

J 

President Ford said, 
"There was no p_ressure by 
me or anyone in Was~il!lg­
ton," for the resignation of 
Thieu, despit'e · Thieu's 
charge that he was under 
American pressure to re., 
sign. Mr. Ford said- Thieu's 
decision "as far as we know 
was made entirely on his 
own." The President, how­
ever, 'left -open the possibil­
ity that Americans in Sai­
gon did. discuss the resigna.-

. tion. with Thieu. 
Mr. Ford responded gen-

tly to · President Thieu's· 
: . charges· that the United! 
; · States abandoned the South· 
i Vietnamese· government to , 
! the Communists and re-

neged on its commitments 
to .the Saigon regime. 

The President said that 
with the congressional· "lack 1 

of support" £or maintai!Jjng 
the flow. of military supplies 
to S\l,igon, "I therefore can 
understand Thieu's trau- i 

matic disappointment." 
Mr. Ford said the lack of 

American support certainly 
had an impact on Presiden.t 

, Thieu's decision to withdraw ' 
·; precipitously . !from some 
' pfoyinces. 

That withdrawal, was. in-
.. eptly managed, .Mr. ·Ford 

said, and he reiterated that 
he does .not intend to make 

the fixing of blame a cam. 
paignissue in 1.976. 

The .President said the sit· 
uation concerning possible 
negotiations and evacuation 
is "so fluid right now" that 
he could not forecast the im-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

achieving the most humalie :aird closed', session to \>tt!J· , _,dw_}_

1

:C. 
and the most controlled situ- port $1(15 mil_lion in milit~y -

-~ 
al, ,, ......... 

IIMICbt.e course of future ation that is possible." aid for. South Vi¢tnamcpJus for~ 
~ -- -- Kissinger said that 'the $165 millioii in hUR)a~ta_r'. -~ti>; FrM ; C. Weyind, 
- .. llid, "At tile 1Lu1.li!' •. , outcome 'of the pcilitiell! ~ ia~ Jid! even; tqougb }liere .\rtny~hief of staff, in'testi' 
ft •oes not appear . . . possi- change& that, have -qegun in - may not be tiin1f to deliver ;it mon:ylhat p~eded 1{iss.ing-
blti" to- determine how So~ Vie~ today cannot if voted by; Con_gre~.- - er's yestei'.daYtsaid;th!(palit-
events will unfold. He aid be predicted aoo: ma~ take Althoµgh 1narcy members r-eal Qutcoi;ri{'~etid ii) Sai-
•-i~ere is no problem send- many forms." 0!. Corigre11s hailed tne r¢sii• gon ~ow_;~_ ;P~~bly be 

d nation of-Thieu as a new OP- sometbing th .. iitwil_-_·_ 1_ be_ pecu-ing in American troops to· The secretary sai : po. -- __ rt-__ ·u·'_ru-_ ·ty· · -_fo __ r_·_ di_ pl_ o_ m_-_ltc_ y -_t_o 
''Tb- are· "..;ous negotiat - liarly_ .Yiet_nam_ ese/_! -evacuate Americans." but he ere v .. ., - . sal __ , vage:som_ethfng oµt_ of the_ 
ing efforb going_ on but i,t _. - - - - - f --th S -th W'eyand _sai:dAbat "a ,pum-

repeated that if there is to would be inappropriate for ~ass.ive c:l,efeat ,e>r ~ ,i~U. bet of people wbo are COQl· 

be 
0

"a sizeable evacuation of me to diSCUSII theJD at this tr1eJ11~e -~ginie, :A. f'}tU'S- ing _ into power in•- 88.igcm 
South Vietnamese" then "I moment." - - - _a ono ~_,sareuo s\'.et:Y nowhavebee:rilntouchwith 

_ sanguine aboltt wli"at di.pfo, th -- th - · d ,~ 
1 think tM Congress o~ht~ When askedhwhat chould macYc11n nowprociuce. - · -__ •_-~_:_·o··m•·_:·_e_--·rasin_,-_--_e __ -A::_-_-m---e--n:'_can_·-:_u_-
clarlfy _the law. If it JS uc- be gained at t is late our Tbieit•s __ ,, - -l't!slgnatioti rr •-

eided to send in American by authorizing any new mili· brought' rene"ed demands t~ry:; ,viewpoint; W~yand 
forces in the absence of a t4ryassistanceforSouthVi- on,theCommunist'sidefo'r agifedi t_he.Saigon·govern-
cea!se-fire agreement, the etnam, Kissinger said- that re,noval _ :_,.f: _._ the_· entii::e !lien Vs milltary position "is 
P~ident said, this would one of the ,humane objec- - .., - - virtually be>pelel!S/'; 
be ;a "short term. very prec tives would be. "for exam- 'Thieu/lique" as a P~con- Ki~sfagei'.'sto~ped: short of 
Cl·s""_, military involvement." ple. to avoid a battle for the diiion: _ or '-aey negotiation, - , h · - -- - --t;.;.-, • -

"" · ;1lui; -~ cutl>ff,of all Ameri• say-ingJ' at any ac _ _. n_ego-
Settetary of State Henry city of Saigon. if that can be can/aid. to the Saigon gov- Hations are now u11Mr way, 

A. : Kissinger said earlier done." - el'tlwenL . - After the '. 'heiiii.ng, when 
tlufl: '•gotiations on Viet- Kissinger $tressed that in -Jn • ~nv~te; some __ U.S, as!fect if hi~ .;.retiire1tee to 
~ "aught avoid a battle the last 10 daYs, as the · - - - - - - •~~e:gotlating:jiffoi:ti;;~ rn,eant 
f«'! 1llit city of Saigon" but South Vietnamese govern- itrat~gis~ ~pressed: rEe~ret ne/('(iUaticms of;otily dipfo-
tlMIII tlli, choices left in the ment's military position has over the manner ,of Thieu's matic.,problng,'IGsswget:re--
...., .. "extremely limited." been crumblil)g, American_ resignation' l>ectuisf;l.t_ Was PJi~d. '•expJoraf!_llPl-i:'• 

Kiallllger, in testimony p0licy has ci>ncentrated on rlone, as one ~fficii!H ~ut it: _ -,1 11 qur .Vitjv;i'' Ki5!iinger 
_.,.the House Appropria· ·•saving lives" anc:I averting . "rn·:exchange for ii9t})ipg" , to.id tlle llotiiw.:.coml'{ijttee. 
tmt,t -Committee. avoided "a panic" in Saigon. "In this :with the Communists. > '. _ ' ---\th'e,wiilingriess_pf Gongress 
aat' direct comment on situation," Kissinger said. ''a .' Simi.lerly, ,_U.S.• (ifficials' fot~JJprove our;J;eq11est will 
'l'lltinl•• charges that Kis- great deal depends on the last .montll were ved • i!.'ff«,1., our ability, Jo 'bring 
&iJsier in Octobe1·. 1972. psychological 'impact." \ that no attempt w -ma•i to :t i:orltro'lleti situ, 
_. an agreement •~--1!. X ~~-e~-.t., opria--·-t-fons bargain ov"° --..::-. ~"'nl...._, 
~-thhe vl:'etnited tsta • ..i..-;1 :~; . . - . ·,.- -~ ' -alt4w - -. fQurtlts' "of - - - VJ":4n _;tt;a:;,e _laaff - nowhere -
sol .. ovut 1 narn o ulll!+: · - 'KiNlft@lef'_ in Opal - that was abl!ndo ,:els.eto tarn,'.(_· · 
CollUffllnists." Thieu baf, · -· · , - - _: , 
c~ that when he-I_ 
....... that original cease-·· t 
flirt proposal, the United . 1 

, made commitments 
1-. :in the January, 1973. 

_' accords. whieh it 
failed to completely fulfill. 

Ford administration offi• 
cials were uncertain what 
will emerge politically in 
Saigon. 

That will be a key to the , 
limited negotiating possibili­
ties left in South Vietnam. 
administrations officials said. 
for evacuating remaining 
Americans and some South 
Vietnamese on terms that 
are expected to amount to a 
surrender._ 

"At this late hour in Viet­
t:1~•_" Kissilu;er _solemnly 
-.., -tile - .Appropria• 
... eo..tttee Jeaterday, 
_......,. talking llow about 
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· AJO r'uesdar'.~1:i:i~2,1_97~ TH;E WASHINGTON Posr . ·\ 

$165 Millio~ ·for :Milita.ey,_Same for Humanitarian·\ 

'House Con1mittee Votes ·Vietnam.Aid 
• • 1 ' / • ' -·•"' - • • 

,, BY Richard L. Lyons . Rep. George H. Mahon (D- h:um'anital'ian aid c9mes 
,, and ·spencer Rich Tex.), Appropriations Com- from $177 million in left-. 
. . . ·mittee chairman, said the over authorization £or eco-

:,vashtngton Post stsrr wrttears committee voted 36 to 15 to · nomic aid. A bill to raise the·· 
. The House·Appropriations reduce the military aid fig. h ·t · 'd b 

C. omm1'ttee yester'day voteq umam arian ai ceiling Y 

measure; said there .was a 
"kind ·of inevitability about. 

. what happened . that no 
chanige iri oqr policy · could 
have affected." - · . ure from the $200 million he ther $150 m·11·0 

$165 . million in military aid · ,ano 1 1 n comes 
had. recommeded to $165 up in the House today,· and There _is much talk on 

and the same amount in hu- mill_ 1·on,. then· cleared it for 1·ts Arme·d Serv1·ces Com=1t- · · · · d t s th v· "" Capitol Hill of negotiations · manitarian ai .o ou 1- the fl_ooi: by a voice vote.. t·ee 1's to vo'te· ,o,n the 'Pres1·-
etnam,.after the aciininistra- if South, Vietnam can hold 

h 1 Mahon said the committee dent's request to increase out militarily a. bit longer, . 
tion made anot er appea the. rm'litary a1'd cei11'ng by 
f ' h 1 f s ·g has no assurance that the but few seem to believe they or; e P or a\ on. $422 m_illio_ n. I · h · t' · The Appropriations Com- military aid would ·make a can resu t m t e crea 10n of 
mittee acted after hearing 'difference, but':felt it should. . Capit9l Hill pessimism a permanent• indeMrident 
Army Chief of Staff Fred C. be provided 'so. the Sailgon: that South Vietnam can South Vietnam. · 
.Weyand testify that, ·al• government · ''will- not -be hold out at ·all, even with Rather, .the best that 
though. Communist forces dealing from a position, of military aid, was evident· many members· believe is 
"have the capa>bility to over- total weakne~s." ' yesterday as the Senate took possible. through . negQtia-
whelm" South Vietnam,. U. . · The military aid faces an up a bill autl\orizing $200 tions is a ,new· South Viet-
s, '.aid might deter · them uphill fight on the House million for humanitarian aid namese .governm~ht consist­
from doing so. . " ' . . floor. '''l'he . caucus of . all to South Vietnam and for ing of . tl,le' tripadite ]:{a-
' (~Whether they will. try. House.Democrats voted fast evacuating U.S.' citizens and tiona.l Commission on Na-· 

that depends on their view month 189 to 49 ·against any endangered Vietnamese. · i ,' tional }\e.concil\ation envi-
of the cost;" Weyall(h;aid. If · . further aid to South Viet- Rather than militancy, the · sioned by- the 1973, Paris ac-
th~ · United States provide~ .· : nam. Mahon said some·· com- cords. This would include 
more military aid to South · mittee,rriembers who oppose mood was one of resignation the Vietcong,, an:d. probably 
Vietnam, Communist· forces more aid. voted for the· bill and relief that the long and would be dominated by 
might decide they would to 1et the House.vote on the costly U.S.· favolvement is , them, but at least it might 
rather negotiate than suffer issue. drawing to a close. avert a bloddy battle: for 
the losses needed tO' capture , ·t · 
Saigon and win a military .' 'l'he $165 million in mili· "They're down the tube." Sfigon, 1 is argued. 
victory. Without moi:e U. S. tary aid is part of $300 mil- said Sen: Barry M. Goldwa- Earlier, with only about a 
ll,id South Vietnam wilr' cer- · lion : previously authorized ter (R-Ariz.). Sen. Clifford P. dozen senators on the floor, 
tai~ly fall soon, Weyand'· but hot appropriated. Simi· · Case · (R·N.J.), GOP floor the Senate by voice vote ap-

', iaiid. larly, the $165 million for manager of the $200 million proved a. resolution. asking 
-- ~.---· --=---~ ----·-- --- --- .. - -- --,---- --_,.,-.- -- ------ -----,.---_-,-, . ., -

the President to press for , 
negotiations to attain a po. 
litical . settlement _and ( to 
carrr out the Paris acco.rds. 
Both Minority Leader Hugh : 
Scott (R-Pa.) arid Majority 
Leader Mike -Mansfield (D:­
Mont.) said the administra­
tion had been trying for lQ 
days·or more: to bring about. 
negotiations to end the 
figh tirig. I 

Scott told reporters, "I 
think , the . departure [of 
Thieu] comes too late· to 
change',the picture." 

Sen. Dick Clark (D-Iowa), 
said he favors delaying ac• 
tion on the bill-which also 
would authorize , the Presi• 
dent to use U.S .. arrned 
forces to rescue Americans 
, and endangered South Viet­
namese-until the ad.minis• 
tration makes a ,better show­
ing on withdrawing Ameri­
cans. 

Citing State Department 
reports that 377 Americans· 
or their. dependentS' had 
been taken, 'out cSaturday, 
.170 Sunday and 484 yesfor-· 
day, he said 2,816 Americans· 
· and i,246 dependents re­
main as· of noon yesterday 

. Washin~ton-time. · 

0 
t:i::l 
() 

~ 
Ul 
Ul 
H 
t:l:j 
H 
t:i::l 
0 



• 

• 

[ 2 Towns 
; 

Periled in 
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·Vietnain 
(,,~"'f'/.J'~ ' 

Battle Lines 
Set 26 Miles 
Fro1n Saigpn 

F1·om News Dispatche:: 

DECLASSIFIED 

'l'he command said ·bom­
bing raids were also made 
west of 'Xuanloc, where 
there were reports of heavy 
ground action as Communist 
troops pushed government 

, forces steadily ... back toward 
the large, American-built 
airbase at Bienhoa, 15 miles 
northeast' of Saigon. The 
government pulled its 
troops back to a new de­
fense line 26 miles from 
here and just east of Bien­
hoa . 

. Western sources· said Bi• 
- : .. enhoa airbase, South Viet-

See FIGHTING, ·A16, Col. 7 , ' 

·sAIGON, AJ?riL21 . ....c.;. 
- f 

~-c• --------- r • .,..._~,-,. ..._~_;. • 

~2---Province Towns 7 
On Yerg~ of Falling1

i 

I 

Two more South Viet­
namese provinces appear• 
ed to be on the verge of 
· falling to C o mm u n i s t -
forces Monday amid re­
ports that the battle lines 
had reached a point only 
26 ;miles east of here. 

UPI reported that Xuan• 
loc, the capital of Long­
khanh Province, and Ham­
tan, the capital of Binhtuy 
Province, hrid both fallen to . 
North Vietnamese and Viet­
cong· attac~ers. Other news- · 
agencies ~aid government 
forces were still holding on 
to the tw3 cities, but radio 
contact 11,a been :-}est- with 
Xuanloc. }-'he loss of radio 
communications usually 
meaus th11t a position has , 
been overrun. · 

If Longkhanh and Binh­
tuy provinces - cfal.l, they 
would be the 20th and 21st 
of South Vietnam's 44 prov­
tnces to come UI\der Com­
munist control. · 

North Vietnam~se forl!eS 
have already taken positions 
between Xuanloc and Sai­
gon and· the provihcial bpi­
tal, under siege for 12 days, 
is no longer considered 

1 
strategically vital to Sai-

l gon's .defense. Xuanlcic. is 
I • 40 miles eas~ of Saigon and 

Bamtan is on the coast• 35 
miles farther east. 

, Military observers saw the 

' 

potential fall of Xuanloc 
~ · and Hamtan as having its 
, · biggest impact on the mo-
1 • rale of government troops 

. and civilians, especially· in 
! and around Saigon. 
I Military sources said more 
* tha-n 150..b_ombing i·aids were 
f flown in support of govern­
' ment troops around both cit-

ies. Bombs were dropped on 
Communist positions less 
than a mile from Xuanloc, 
th,:y said. 

I. 
I 

! i 

FIGHTING, Frorit Al t;u with crowds of people 

nam's I t and the arriving from Saigon to try 
arges , to leave the country by sea. 

nearby base at Longbinh The source said many junks 
may be the next Communist had disappeared from the 
targets. Bienhoa has been port, 80 miles southeast of 

. shelled off and on for · a Saigon; · 
week;-·and the government Meanwhile, the Australian 

government announced that 
has moved most of its, it was closing its embassy in 
planes to Saigon's Tansonn- 1 Saigon. It said the Austra­
hut airbase. lian air force would fly the 

Bienhoa is the site of most embassy staff out of Viet­
of South Vietnam's aircraft nam. 

_, _main_te!_la~ce facilities, many Ambassador Geoffrey 
of wlitch cannot be moved Price warned all Australians 
to Tansonnhut. ~ not on-the-embassy staff to 

In Binhtuy p1·ovince, leave immediately;,• 
North Vietnamese tanks and The Laotian government 
infantrymen continued their also closed its embassy and 
advance down the coast .to sent the entire staff home to 
strike at Hamtan. The ai~- Vientiane. 
field three miles northwest 
of the city was attacked just · , 
before dawn. , 1 

._ 

The fall of Ha,_mtan could 
open the way for 'a Commu­
nist push toward Vungtau, 
Saigon's m~in port. 
· To the south, mi Ii tary 
sources in · Saigon said the 
Comi:nunists . assaulted-t h-e ' 

. district town of Benluc, 16 
miles southwest of Saigon 
just off the Highway; 4 to 
the Mekong Delta. The town 
is defended by the govern-
ment's shattered 22nd l1n1an• 
try Division. , 

Earlier Monday, a 'South_ 
Vietnamese military spokes­
man said Communist tanks 
and infantry were pushing 
down the coast of the South 
China Sea, apparcfitW aim-. 
ing for Vungtau .. 

Agence France-Presse , 
quoted an official military· i I source as saying there was , 

L. "great confusion" i1~-~:1gJ 
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' Pathet Lao· 
, Stage Ne~~---~ 
Attaclis · · ; 

VIENTIANE, Apr i I 21 
(UPI)-North Vietnamese 

· troops Monday spearheaded 
new attacks' on Highway 13 
linking _Vientiane and the 
roy~l. -Laqtian capital of 
Luang Prabang and Defense 
Minister Sisouk n'a Chani­
passak said. government 
forces are in danger of los-
ing control of the road. ·--~1 

Prime Minister -Prince 
Souvanna Phouma sent an 
urgent cable to the. head­
quarters of the pro-Commu­
nist Pathet Lao near the 
northeastern border with 
North Vietnam requesting 
orders be issued for the at­
tackers to withdraw. 

The ca,ble was addressed . 
to Prince SouP,hanouvong, 
Souvanna's half brother and 

r titular leader of' the Pathet 
Lao. Sisouk said' that if the 
Communists do , not with· 1; 

draw, it wquld pose a seri- , 
ous threat to the peace 
agreement : and cease-fire 
that has been generally ob- . 
served sinc.e 1973. 

SisoUk told· a news oom:fer- r 
ence that two government . 
positions near the road were ~ 
abandoned.. Sunday night 
and the fighting continuing I 
Monday near the junction of 
Highway 13 with Highway 7 
in mounta,inous , country 90 
miles north of Vientiane, 
the administrative capital of 
Laos. ' 

Government air force T-28 
bombers_were ordered to fly 

· ~ , air strikes against the at­
---- ' tackers and reinforcements 

. were being moved into the 
• area, Sisouk said. 
I Military sourc~s said. it 
' could not be determined 
I whether the road had been 
1 cut. They ·described casual-
-ties in the fighting so far as 
minor. 

The renewed fighting was 
in the same area where gov­
ernment troops lost some 
positions along the cease­
fire line last week in a Com· 
munist attack timed to coin­
cide with the Laotian new 
year celebration . 

Fighting died down Thurs­
day but resumed Sunday 
with a combined force of 
North Vietnamese and Pa­
thet Lao troops moving 
agaimst the government pos- , 
mq11&._ ~ouk sai!b_e/\:¥-<~ . . .·' ... , ,~ra 
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;U.S;. Is Rushing Men, Plnnes· 
,To Aid American Evacuation 

• 1 ?-. -'}.- dJlrL,"L 7 r . : . 
By Michael Getle~ - · and its· airport and allow a move . them to Okinawa. 

They will remain there as -ar 
back-up· fc:i.ce i~ the Pacific: 
for the '3d Division. ' 

washln1ton Po~ st..ir Writer .more orderly evacuation. 
The United States is send- . The United st;tes i~ tak-

ing several thousaiid addi-
! tional l\ifa'rines plus elec­

tronic Warfare 1planes, jet 
refueling tankers, more heli­
copters .and: more transports 

I to Indochinar as concern 
grows here. over evacuating 
some 3,000 Americans . still 
in South Vietnam. 

Senior U.S. officials cle­
scribe . fue situation as 
"touch and go," . 

The · lik;elihood has in­
creased that a swift emer­
gency evacuation may be 
necessarr 1as Saigdi1's outer 
defenses crumble and North 

. Vietname!le artillei:y_ and an­
tiaircraft :. missiles come 
within range of Saigori's 
Tansonnhht airport: 

A big q~estion i;nark; .. how­
ever, is t e political impact 
of South Vietnamese Presi-
dent- NguYen Van ,Thieu's 

ing a number. of steps to 
beef up U. S. forces alria.9,y 
positioned within reacl}. of 
South Vietnam: · 

• Sevel'al thousand Ma­
;rines from the · 3d Mai;inti, 
Division are sailing fr~m 1 

Okinawa in amphibious craft 
to join the more thari 4,0oo· 
Marines from the same •di­
vision already on Navy car- . 
riers and other. ships off. the 
South Vietnamese coast. 

• Air lj' 0 I C e trans~ort 
planes have been ordered to 
pick up .at least an addi­
tional 1,500'-man battalion of 
Marines from Hawaii and 

• Air Force helicopters: 
based in Thailand are being/ 
flown to -the U. S. aircraft: 
carrier Midway in the South' 
China Sea to give the poten­
tial evacuation force a third! 
carrier loaded· with helicop-: 
ters. 

• 'fo cope with the inl 
creasing threat, from North, 
Vietnamese missile · crew~ 
near Tansonnhut airport,' 
the Air Force is•rushing spe-; 
cially equipped F-4 Phantom1 

· jets back to Thailand from! 
bases iil Okinawa. · I 

These planes, code-named! 

See MILITARY, A13, Col. 2\ 

· resignation· yesterday. Con-. 
ceivably, . Thie.u's departure 
could p1·oduce last-minute 
negotiations th.at could fore-
stall an attack ~n the city ~--/ . 

1 
_ --,- ~ 

I u:s~usning ~arine8; and ~lanes! 
To Aid Evacuation of Americans . . I 

I 

MILITA~.'Y, From At 
.. . . . ., ...... , .. . . ... , .. . 

"Wild weasels" and used ex­
tensively in)the U.S. air war 
against North Vietnam in 
the early 1970s, carry special 
equip_meiit for detecting and 
jamming-the radar sYstems 
that guide the Russian-built 
SA-2 missiles to their tar• 
gets. 

• The Air Force has b~ 
gun a stepped-up jlirlift out 
of Tansonnhut using C-130 
transports flying from bases 
in the Philippines., 

These four-engine trans­
ports, while smaller . and 
slower than the C-141 and C-
5 jet transports, are far 
more rugged and are viewed 
as a better bet to survive 
hits from smaller Russian 
SA-7 antiaircraft missiles 
that are also known to be in 
the Saigon area. 

• To heIP keep the grow­
ing U.S, air armada flying, 
the Air Force is also dis­
patching · additional· · aerial 

refueling · planes to Thai• 
land. - · 

There are also reported to 
be three U.S. merchant 
ships in Saigon .harbor 
which conceivably could be 
used for evacuation pur­
poses, though· the narrow 
river channel is viewed as 
quite vulnerable. 

The military build-up is 
meant to cope with an evac­
uation under fire, although 
U.S. officials hope the re­
maining Americans can be 
withdrawn without being 
threatened by hostile fire. 

If Tansonrihut is · under 
fire but an airlift still seems 
the best way out, then the 
Marines would •be flown in 
to ·try to protect the field 
from direct assault, · while 
U.S. jets struck threatening 
missile batteries and, if they 
could spot them, long-range 
130mm· artillery. 
· If the airfield were shut 

down, then helicopters could 
be used to pick up remain-
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ing U.S. citizens from vari­
ous -locations in downtown 
Saigon, •with Marines again 
being used to form protec­
tive . rings around much 
smaller landing zones. 

. Though a helicopter evac­
, uation was used without in-
cident in Phnom Penh, sen­
ior U.S. officials are clearly 
worried about having to re­
sort to helicopters in Sai-

. gon, a city which could be in 
. the midst of panic;and anti, 
American violence if a final 
assault on the capital is 
launched; 

While political develop­
ments could forestall such 
an attack; 'the prospects that 
a last-resort helicopter evac­
uation might be necessary 
increased irt the past two 
days as U.S. , military ana­
lysts declared that the Sai­
gon area had clearly come 
within range of the Commu­
nists' SAM antiaircraft mis­
siles and · long-range artil­
lery. 
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r;The .Americans Promised. Ui'7 
• I 

SAIGON: April 21 (UPl)­
Excerpts from Nguyen Van 
Thieu's speech in which he 
resigned the presidency of 
South Vietnam follow: ' 

"It you [Americans] · give , 
us the same aid as the other 
eide gives North Vietnam 
we would win: 

'(If the Americans don't 
wa~t to support us any more 
let them go, get out! Let 
them forget their humani­
tarian ·promises! ·1 

1 ·"No matter that we can-
not accept, we are adults. 
We are going to continue to 
be insulted -because Amerl• 

1 cans won't help us. 
"The Americans. promised 

us - we trust~ them. But 
you have not given us the 
aid y,ou promised· us. With 
that aid whic,h you promised 
us· I wohld not be afraid of 
th~ Communists. · 

"My resignation will let 
the United S~tes give you 
aid and open the way to ne• 
gotiations." 

C1'fJ 

Thieu said· he and former 
President.Richard l\lL Nixon 
had an agredment "o'n PB: 
per" under which _Nixon 
iPledged "all necessary mili• 
tary and economic suppoJ'.t 
to the Republic of Vietnam 
when threatened by . the 
Communists." 

"I never thought a man 
like Mr. Kissinger would de­
liver our. people to such a -
disastrous fate,". Thieu said. 

C1'fJ 

,;To fight against the reb-
-j els we have to have ammu­

nition, the · wherewithal to 
fight. 'llhe other side gets it 
from the Communists. The · 
Communists bring dmyn 
more people, more tanks, 
more guns and they would 
like to overrun· us. 

"If the United States had 
intervened as it should have 
we would not be losing prov-· 
ince capitals, district capi-

! tali and we would not· be 
faced with 1osing the na­
tional capital. Maybe we 
could have worked out 
1omething with the Commu­
nists. 

"We· lost tanks. We lost ar­
tiliery, The' United States, 

Associated Pre,s 

"This has been shown. : 
Russians, Chinese; Ameri- ' 
cans, even Kissinger have ; 
not been able to work it 
out." 

c+Jl 

"I told you in those days · 
[1968] that if you listened to I 
tl:\ese polttical schemes of ! 

· the Americans you would be I 
lost Now you are going to : 
find out what I meant in i 

those days in 1968. I 

"I put out the plan that 
there was only one solution. 
I· was given an alternative 
solution. The alternative so­
lution was that I could take 

- an airplane out of Vietnam 
on Oct. 26, 1972. I was told I 
could leave the country. I 
also was told my life was 
threatened by Vietnamese." 

~Cl'tJI 

"Finally, we1,,had to reach 
a. compromise solution [in 
1973]. I said that I would 
only agree to a solution 
whereby the problem of 
North Vietnamese troops 
was settled. This solution 
was: the problem concern- 1 

ing the -armed· forces _of 
South and North Vietnam 
shall be settled- by the Viet­
namese gQvernments, the 
Vietnamese elements them­
selves, on the basis of grad­
ual reductions in the troop 
strength and demobilization. 

Thieu as he appeared on television. 

· "I believe that this was 
not our -desired solution to 
the problem concerning t~ f · 
North Vietnamese· troops 
and was not an ideal solu- I 
tion, But we could do noth- ' 
ing ·better. We .could not · 

when this happened, should 
have reacted. , 

"Let me ask you, when' 
the Americans saw the · loss · 
of those ·vehicles · and weap-

. ons, why didn't you come 
and replace them? When 
you saw our people being 
lost, why didn't you come in 
and help our people? You 
signed· the Paris agreement 
which said you would do 
this. 

"Now I have told you the · 
situation and how the allies 
have treated us. I am b,i.ding 
nothing." ' 

"Now we are going to re­
group and we are going to 
retain III Corps and ,IV 
Gorps, even though others 
made stupid mistakes in I 
Corps and II Corps. Do not 
lay down your arms. Keep 
your arms. If you make the 
mistake of abandoning out­
posts and laying down your 

drive all of them out of the : 
arms we are going to lose South at a time when the , : 
everything." · United States had stopped i 

c+Jl fighting and had · stopped i 
. . . . aiding us. That was· why I : 

: , Referring to the 1972.pro- considered this solution ac­
posed Paris peace agree-...,.r_ceptable· if North Vietnam 
~ent th11t ~as later changed had good will." 

, becau,se of Thi!i!u's protests, 
he said: 
' · "I argued wifh-th;-Ameri• 
cans., I told tliem, 'You are 
selling' out Sciuth Vietnam 
to the Communists,' but the 
American officials said, •we 
demand you sign this agree­
ment.' 

"I rejected that plan. I 1_ 

said we won't go along with ' 
it. I don't go a,Long with any 
agreement with the Commu- ' 
nists in any form whatso­
ever. The North Vietnamese 
will not agree to our'const:i­
tution, our laws, in making a ; 
solution of what i:s t0 be \' 
done here 1D: ·South Viet-
nam. 1 
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------ -- lo Flood\ 
_,__ ________ --~- ---- - -----~- -- /; 

Vi~tnamese Exodus Growing 
Friends and Relatives in United States Provide 

By Don Oberdorfer · 
Wallllln1ton Post ForeiKn service 

CLARK AIR BASE, the 
Philippines, April 21:-The . 
trickle has become a rivulet, 
and. the rivulet is slowly 
building toward a flood. 

A Vietnamese air force 
helicopter pilot-a darkly 
handsome young man with 

. his wife, mother, brother 
and six other members of 
his family sitting in a row 
beside him-said he had to 
get out because the Commu­
nists would kill him. His sis­
ter works in the U.S. em­
bassy, and she was instru­
mental in--his departure. 

A Vietnamese mllitary in­
telligence officer, sit\ing 
with his wife and three 
children,. told a similar 
story. He had a friend in the 
American military who put 
him on ·an airplane flight 
headed for Clark field and 
the hangar where he sat, 
now waiting for word of fur­
ther transit to the United 
States: 

\ ------- . 
name $400, and ', 10 more days • -

:,assed w~u~d be required. He ~as ; Assistance 
w1lhng to\ pay but _he . 

assumed American 
and somehow 
through. 

couldn't wait, knowing· what - - ~ 
·- An American named Jim he did about the deter.iorat- bunk, -sharing four toilet§.._ 
Scrivellito, an_ aircraft tech- ing security in Saigon. and two showers. The lucky i 
nician from Reno, Nevada, -
saw a Vietnamese hand ~ "It's not that Americans ones go to; a three-story bar- 1 
a thick roll of greenbacks to don't want to get out,; it's · racks called "Freedom · 

that some of us couldn't get 
an American at Tansonnhut out unless we wanted to House," which is under 24-
with a fervent plea to "put leave our Vietnamese fami- hour guard to l'revent com-
me on the list to go." He is lies. 1 could never do that. It ings and goings and to keep 
certain the request was was bad enough when we the people away from the 
granted. , boarded a bus ahead of my press. 

Close to 600. people ar- wife at the airport in Sai- Late Sunday night, an air 
rived here yesterday. More gon. I never want to see a . force plane was held up two 
than .800 hail arrived by ·-7 look like that on her face ' hours onJhe runway at Tan­
p.m. today, with several again," LeMann said1 sonnhut airport by Vietnam-
more flights on the way. Since the first e acua• ese military police and ma-
Most of those on the more tion flights , two wee ago, rines claiming that unau­
recent flights were Vietnam- several thousand Am ricans tho.rized persona. were on 
ese, with only a smattering and Vietnamese _ have board. The U.S. embassy fJ~--
of Americans. · poured into and .t rough nally intervened, accoraing 

Viet'namese are. trying to this vast air base, · e larg. to witnesses, :to arrange re­
buy, borrow, beg or steal est outside the /United lease of the plane. 
their way out of their col- States. According to in- Although the U.S. Con• 
lapsing country at almost formed estimates, a -b o u t gress has not yet acted to 
any risk or price. American 3,000 Americans · anli Viet- provide special status for Vi­
friends are helping all they namese are here right now etnamese evacuees, Ameri­
can, believing that the lives waiting for flights/ 1/0 the_ can officials here expressed 
of their friends and · rela- United States. , : confidence tonight that 
tives are at stake. This morning_ a; tent city none will be sent baok to 

A 38-year-old Vietnamese R. E. LeMann, an em- capable of housing' ·»ersqns Saigon. , 
accountant handed over his ployee of the U.S. firm of (20 to a tent) began ~-"sing in In aggravated case1, the 
wife and children to an Lear-Siegler, was told by a the 90-degree heat on a processing at Clark Field 
American at 'l'ansonnhut Saigon attorney three weeks grassy parade fiel . The may take as long as three 
airport. They woµld pose as_, -ago ·that an exit visa for his tent area will be a supple- weeks. Most, of the refugees 
his "family" for t~e purpose wife, Thuan, could be ob' ment to the hot, 'crowded• will be1moving out, sooner, 
of the trip to American soil. tained for $80 in greenbacks. - barracks where 70 I to 80 ·11 however, as sponsors are 
The accountant himself was Last week the lawyer said I men, women and 'children found, immigration, papers 1 
shoved into a: line under an the price had gone up to are crammed in ~unk-to-' • are processed and charter 

- --- -- ·-- - ---------------------- · _j___ - I flights take off tor destina-
L \ tions across 'the Pacific._ _ 

-·~~---------------
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r Aniet-icans Main Factor-
- )_,],,~ (#1j ' ; . 

··· tn. ThidU's •Piesitlettey 
·1"hieu a11d his ·ally, ~i/inarsh~ Nguyen · 
Cao Ky, when they took over as head . 
of a new.military government in 1965.: 

By ThomasW. 1L1ppman 
..L...Washfngton Post Stott Writ~1· 

When Nguyen. Van Thieu .rose to 
power inl South Vietnam·,by' olltmane1.1- .. 

' vering his rivals;· 'it hardly · s.eemed 
likely that he would be a _central ffg-· 
ure in world .affairs for a •_decade to 
come. . 

Conservative, suspicious, and unre-
1 marka,ble in appearance, he possessed 
: ~either the Mandarin dignity nor er­
. ratic flamboyance on·. which other Viet-

namese -leaders· based their appeal. But 
· Thieu was able to hold and expand a 

1 
power. that became- nearly total be-. 
cause he had a decisive asset: the full 
support of the United States. 

'
1 

Weary of the cOUP!l and counter­
, coups that made an in-ternational 
\ laughing stock of the fledgling nation 
I to w}1;ich they had committed them­
~es, ~merican officials embraced 

The , former general provided the 
continuity, stability and w.llllngness to 
embrace·the forms of democracy that 
the United States· believed essential 
for imrplementlng the plans and :pro- : 
grams -by which they hoped to turn 
South Vietnam into an independent re-
plfblJc. · · 

He never really belleved in we1tern-
1tyle democracy, whi$ he regarded as 
a dangerous luxury . for a country at 
war, but• used it to legitimize the 
power he had seized by intrigue. 

And <>nee Thieu was duly elected 
under a constitution the U.S. embassy 
in Saigon helped to draft, the Ameri­
cans let it be known that they would 
tolerate no more nonsense .. Continua­
tion of the American effort would d'e. 
pend on uninterrupted functioning of 
the new government-a hollow threat 
in the view of many analysts lbuf on~ 
that Thieu was able to' use to' keep his 
generals in line and subdue his .politi­
Cl!l opponents. The war, and the Amer­
icans,. combined to make him indispen-
1itble. .. 

A1 recently as ·April 3,, President 
Ford ·.referred to Thieu as "a bead of 
state elected by the people." That was 
what,Thleu'appeared to !be, and what 
the Americans of the Johnson adminis­
tatlon desperately wanted him to ibe: 
the popularly elected head of an inde­
pend,ent, self-sustaining · South Viet­
namese republic. 

In fact, no such nation really ex­
isted, as Thieu well knew. It unraveled 
the first time it was seriously tested in 1 

the absence of American sustenance 
and the president who embodied, the 
institution, Nguyen Van Thieu was 

_ doomed to go with it. ' 

. '!,'en govitnments .had co'me- :;ind gone 
since· the Amerfoan-supported ouster . 
of President Ngo Dinh Diem two years . 
before. . 

The. brash and dashing Ky, as prime . 
minister, held the headlines . for· the ' 
next two· years,. while Thieu .built sup- ' 

. -port behind the scenes .. After he was · 
elected _president fn 1967, he. and the 
Americans ,developed. a relationship ' 
based. on mutual need that Thieu once : 
compared ,··to a troubled marriage. · 
"Between. man and wife there are 
fights," he said,· "yet they don't neces. 1 

sadly . become enemies because of 
that • , .,Moreover, their fights ... must \ 

. take ~lace in the bedroom, after the 
door has bee·n locked. They must never· ( 
take pl~ce in front of the children." 

See THIEU, f14, Col. 1 

-~---
Thieu was not altogether a puppet of~ 

the American embassy, which he peri- · 
odieally defied on issues 1reat and '. 
small. He was a complex and skillful '. 
_man who manipulated his mentors per- : 
haps , as much as. they manipulated 
him. · · · · · ·· 

Altho~gh he w~s never a charismatic ' 
or ,popular figure, 'he· proba:bly rose 
highest in the esteem of his country­
men in• the fall of 1972 when he held 
aut for ·mcmths against acceptance of a 
peace agreement the Americans had 
worked out _with North Vietnam but 
which he viewed as inimical to South 
Vietnam's survival. , . 

In the words of Charles Yost, former. 
American. a,mba~sador . to -fl/-e United 1, 
Nations, Thieu;• ·was one of "those . 
clients to who'm ·. we have so totally : 
committ~d ourselve~ that th~y can af-) 
fo!'d to ignore our advice, and· our in- 1 
terests." . · .· - · I 

• ~By•his-own.standards, Thieu was a I 
partiot. He fought South. Vietnam's · 
1ong fight with tougnness, courage and . 
determination, at least for as long as , 
he and his ·generals believed the A)ner- : 
icans were beside them, 

~e survived miUtary · and .political: 
crises that would have !brought down, 
lesser men. He showed flashes, of Wit, 
and •'1r-prising introspe~tion· · when he : 
allowed himself to talk freely. •He en­
dorsed, at least in public, thoroughgo-' 
ing sociai and institutional reforms in. 
South Vietnam; · ' 

Pacification, land reform free elec-! 
tions, economic expansion, miracle[ 

, rice, militia training, .. all the· 'bu.ilding • 
!blocks of the nation-state were put in 
place with fanfare during Thieu's ten­
ure, financed by billions of"American 
dollars. In most of the country, none 
of it survived its first big challenge 
after the departure of U,S. planes and 
men.·· ~ 
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1eu o en escri e himse as a 
!Peace-loving man who wanted to be re­
membered as ·the man who brought 
peace to his country. But his presi• 
dency was a creature of the war. 

He used the presence of the .enemy, 
the threat of Communist attack and 
subversion, as a whip against his do-

. -rnestic opponents. The war gave him 
ca~11e to imprison dissidents, impose 1 
martial law, e~le rivals, close newspa­
pers and continue .prqvincial adminis• . 
tration in the hands of army officers. 1 

"To be presicdent in a peaceful coun• 1 
try, in peacetime, is not interesHng," : 
he once told a group of jounalists. It f' 
was a role he was destined never to . 
play. From the time of 'bis · 1,oyhood 1 

, life in Vietnam has ,been dominated by 
'war. · 

Thieu was lborn April 5, 1923, 1n a 
' fishing village near Phanrang, on the I 
coast of the South China Sea .northeast I 
of Saigon, the · youngest of five child• 1 

ren. His first experience of war, he re• 
called later, came in 1942, during the 
Japanese occupation of Vietnam, when 
bombs fell on· his native village. . · 

1 When the French returned 'after the I 
/ war, Thieu se_rved briefly with Ho Chi ; 
, iMinh's Vietminh rebels. After aibout a 1 

i year, he became convinced that·the-'4--.J­
! etminh were Communists first and· na- 1 

i tionalists a£terward, so· he left them ' 
: and went to Saigon to continue his ed- j 
: uc.ation. . .. · : 

1 
With the help of a brother who had j1 

ris_en in the world, he obtained an ap• 

I 
po1ntment to a . merchant · marine , 
school. But. when he discovered that\ 

1 the French would pay him less than 
1 they would pa:y a French offie'er; he+ 
! turned down a. ship1board 1b<:Vth and I, 

r transferred to the Vietnamese Na-· 
i tiopal Military Academy in Dalat. · 

Commissioned a lieutenant, he entered , 
the service of the French against the · 
Vietminh. · . '. 

, He rose rapidly to the rank 0~ major. 
, In 1954, the last year· of the French 1 

, war, ~e is sai~ to have c_alleti in artil- ; 
lery fire on hrs own family home dur- 1 

' ing an attack on the Vietminh. He : 
. made a career of military command af- i 
; ter the 1954 Geneva convention, taking 
additional training in the United 
States and holding a. variety of. posts 

. until t,he early 1960s. 
1 Du_ring that time, he converted to 
1 Roman Catholicism, the religion of his 
I wife and of President Diem, 'a"lactor --1 · , that .was in his favor when iDiem·-re-- -· .. 
shuffled military commands to .give i 
the units based nearest Saigon to offi- 1 

' cers he trusted. Thieu was commander 1 

of the Fifth Infantry Division strate- 1 

I gically located at Bienhoa, just' outside , 
the capital, at the time . of the coup '. . 
:against Diem in 1963. ' . · 
1 The leaders of th~t coup, e~peclally I 
Gens. Duong Van (Big) !Minh and Tran · 
Van Don, soon ibecame familiar names , 

1
~n A_meri,can news. accounts of events ' 
m Vietnam, but Thieu, who temporized 
over the coup until its outcome was 

· certain before committing himself, re- 1 

ma_i:_ned an obscure figure. f 
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He held the p-osition of secretary 1 

general .of the Military Revolutionary 1 

Council that took control of the gov-: 
ernment un.der Big Minh's leadership, 1 

~ut throug~ most of 1964, attention' 
was focused on Gen. Nguyen Khanh;

1 

who ousted Big Minh after only three 
months, on :the. revolving-door succes-1 

, sion of military and civilian govern-. 
ments that followed·, and on the so.: 
called Tonkin Gulf incident, the re~ 
ported attack on two U.S. destr·oyers• 
that triggered direct · American mili­
tary intervention. ' 

It was a period of confusion and tur­
moil in both Vietnam and the United: 
States. While political intriguers shuf-i 
fled caibinets ,in Saigon, the Vietcong: 
were seizing vast stretches of the coun-' 

t 

. tryside. The American commitment' 
was growing steadily. Restive. Bud" 
dhists,· whose . repression had been 
partly responsible for Diem's ouster ,i 
were st~ll; a troublesome · domestic) 
problem. . , 

"By early 1965," Chestef Cooper said. 
in his book, The Lost Crusade,! 
''American policy ,was clearly flounder;, 
ing .. ·: It was apparent both froin-offi;, 
cial briefings and 'first-hand evidence 
that-the Vietcong 'held the initiative 

: · throughout nitich of the Vietnamese 
countryside and could mount' a consid­
erable' campaign of , terror within the 
limits of Saigon itself. The Vietnamese 

. government, despite all the help it had\, 
been given, seemed unable to hold the ·: 
·communist forces in check." 

It was in that atmosphere of coup 
and crisis that Thieu first entered the · 
11ational government. as . deputy pre- ; 
mier and defense minister under Tran 1 
Vati · Huong, later vice president,, in \ 
Thieu's second term. 

That- was: in January, 1965. Huong ' 
was go~e by June 18 . of that year, ! 
when .Kll~became premier· and Thieu l 
his chlef of state. That ended the sue-

' cession of toppling governments, with 
,Pre~ident Johnson committing himself "' 

1 to Ky ·and-Thieu at the Honohllu con­
ference several months later. But by : 
that time the United1ft.ates was -born- l 

-bing Nin:J;~. -vi~'tnam, America~. t' 'roops \ 
were :pouring m, and· the entu-e con-. 
flict had entered a new phase. · 

When ·Ky and Ttiieu took office, 
Dennis Bloodworth, an experienced 
British cibservet of Southeast Asian 
politicians, described the new go':'ern­
ment as "natty little men with slicked 
down hair," indistinguishable from 
their prec;Iecessors. That was a com• 

::J monly held view at the time, but it was 
erroneous. Ky wu, popular, flashy, and ' 

! congenial to Johnson, despite such 
ga£fes as,his observation that Vietnam 

i needed a new Hitler. And Thieu 
proved to be made of sterner stuff 
than had been recognized up to that 1 

time. 
The American objective in South Vi· 

etnam was always twofold: to defeat 
the Vietcong militarily and to create. a 
nation out of the South Vietnamese tu• 

i mult through governmental reorgani­
zation and th~ establishment of a dem• 

.. ocratic sYs~m. 
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Terms U.'.S. 
·- ··c_t 

'Irih,uman' 
' \ 

··i:.2 ,7,· i,- ~\ 
By H:D.S. Greenway_ 

1 washin11ton Po51, Foreign service · , I 
. SAIGON, Apill 21-Nguyen Van,, 
' Thieu resigned today as president of· r 

.J South Vietnam in an emotional and· art- : · 
gry speech_ in which . he c~lled· !h~ -
United States "inhuman" for not llvmg 

, up to its' responsibilities· towa~·d · ~is : 
country. Thieu is succeeded by his VIce • 

\ president,\ Tran Van Huo~g, 71, a civil- 1 
1 ian and a former prime minister. : 

Thieu said he was resigning because r 
• the U.S. qongress was now considering J 

, the issue of aid for South Vietnam and 
.· he hoped that his resi~natioq would fa- ·_ 

vorably influence the outcome of that 
debate. · , 

[By the: time Thieu announced his · 
resignation'., 'he had little support left ' 
either witliln South Vietnam or el-se- , 
where. An I analysis of Thieu's resigna­
tion by Tlie Washington Post's Philip 1 

' A. McComqs appears on Page A16.] · 
He wamed, howe,,er, that ~e $722 , 

! million requested by President Ford 
would not be· enough to achieve mili- ,. · · 
tary stabilization which, according to j: 
Thieu, was necessary if peace talksl 
were to resume. Thieu said 'he had : 
asked Ford to send B-52 bombers into " 
action again over Vietnam but that he 
•had not received an answer, 

"They [the U.S. Congress] are hag­
gling-over -~00 million,' althoµgh the 

, $722 million initially_ requested by the 
President was grossly insufficient," 
Thieu said. "Who lmo\Y's ·:i'f Jhe re­
quested $300 million will not how be 
increased to $'.700 · million or even 
$1,000 million-'.' , 

But while asking for increased aid, 
Thieu severely .admonished Washing­
ton. "The inhuman attitude of the 
United States," he said, "is that of a 
great power, fleeing from its ;respon• 

I sibilities.'" At length, he traced what 
'. he consiqers as the· b~trayal b~ck to 
the signing of the Pans cease-fire ac­
cords in 1973 which he said "led\ the , 
South Vietnamese people to death." i 

Thieu's resigna1:i,~n fol~ows weeks .-of 1 -speculation and rismg <liscontent with , 
his leader13hip, or the lack of it. It is ! 

felt that a new civilian government : 
might be able to make some, arrang·e• l· 
ment with• the 'Communists ti) avoid a 
battle on the str.eets of Saigon, but no 
·one can say how the Communists will 
react to this move. ' 

The resi~nation, which was report-

edly decide~ only today, followed :re- I 
ports of the aban~onment of Xuanloc , 
Sunday night with the goyern~ent 
now trying to draw new defElnse Imes 
before Bienhoa and Vungtau .. 

Thieu said in his· speE;!ch. tMt the_ 
new government under 0:uong would 
call upon the North Vietnamese to 
cease their attacks and to resume 
peace talks in Paris, whi~h t~: ~ou1h 
Vietnamese wou}d enter mto without 
any con<litions." He said the new ~ov­
ernment, would also ask ~he_- Umted 
States to provide enough aid_ ~n ~rder 
to bring about a military -stabilization. 

[Informed sources in Wa~hin~ton 
said Huong is expected to resign 1n a 
"few days" for . reasons . of health. He 
will be succeeded by Tran Van Lam, 
president of the Senate and . f?rmer -I foreign minister, the sources s~d.] . 

Thieu said that the Commumst m­
sistence that they would not res~me 

1 negotiations•until he ~esigned was Just 
a "tric'k" and, that this ~rgument ~ad 
"poisoned" opinion both i_n the Umted ; 
States and in South Vietnam-even 
among bis own soldiers. 

·, ·see VIETNAM, Al4, Col. 1 
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Rather than have It said that "if Mr. 
Thil;u stays there will be_ no peaee 
talks," Thieu said ~e would !l'esign 
even though he was just a "victim"-a 
scapegoat whom the Americans were 
usirig to cover and excuse their aban­
donment of Vietnam. 

Thieu spoke from the Presidenti~l 
· Palace before a hastily assembled audi­
ence of members of the South Viet­
namese Assembly, the S~nate and the 
Supreme Court. The speech, which 
lasted for two ·hours, was carried on 
:national television:. 

The outbursts of anger and the 
barely controlled 'emotion-at times he I 
.seemed to be fighting back tears-con­
trasted with the calm and collected 

Thieu who seemed so confi<lent during 
, his first inauguration in November of · 
' 1967. . . 

· With his country now on. the verge· 
of a military defeat, Thieu seemed dis­
traught and stressed ·that American 
aid w;ui "urgently, urgently, urgently" 
needed before it was too late. , 

But '.l;'hieu's speech was bitterly anti- 1 

American. 
He said he had always bee1,t',agalnst·1 · -· 

any ·agreement . which allowed · ·the·• 
North Vietnamese to retain their 

; troops in the country, and , he said , 
former President Richard Nixon prom­
ised that America would retaliate 
strongly against any North Vietnam-
ese attack. : 

Vice:Pr_esident Spiro Agnew, when ;. j · 
7 

he came to Saigon, wa_s !Jupposed. to re-
iterate that promise, Thieu said, but he 
mentioned only aid and the, recogni­
tion of South Vietnam as the only le­
gal government in the so1,1th and not 
the promise of U .s. retaliation. 

"You must remember, that in 1968 
the American pressur-e was not small," 
Thieu said. "They, ~anted ,US to bring 
the 1,0-calle<l liberation forces into · 
power. I fought against it.·' Anybody 

1 who wants to know what person I am, 
who wants to know about .the power of 
the regime, should ask,.the 1).merican 
gov,ernment about what happened in 
1968. . , . ,, 

"I told you in those_ days that 1f you 
listened tD' these political• schemes of 
the Americans you would' be lost," he 
continued. i•Now you are goingto find:-
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1968." 
Watergate and the energy crisis had 

resulted in. an American reduction J:n 
aid, Thieu said,- while the North Viet-, 
namese were getting more-, and more · 
aid a{ld ,equj,pment from China and the 
Soviet {,lnion. The Communists had ~ 

· launched attacks last December just to 
• 1 test 'the American, response, • ~e said, , 

and when'_there was none;"they were, 
encouraged to strike again. 

Thleu,,took responsibility for the loss 
of the nor~ern/part of· tll.'e country, 
•b_ut he said his original decision to 
.wUhm:aw,, '.from the 'highlands was justi­
fied because he had ·so few tibops. He 
said that soine generals had proved to ; 

,, be.cowards, but that.in'recerit battles·i 
.,_ ' ' __ ; .. , -··l .. , - ~ . - • ---- ~ 

" the South Vietnamese had tried to ; 
stop the North Vietnamese advance 
but had proved too wea'k. · · · ' 

Bu,t he clearly. indicated. that he 
1 mainly

1 
blamed the United Statei,: 

"I told the United' States then, 'You ; 
are asking _me tp do what your army I 

. did not succeed in doing with $300,000 : 
1 million· in six-years,'" ·he said; , 

"I told them, 'You wan~ed to· get out 
•of the Vietnam Wllir honorably,' and 
now you are asking us , to to do things 
that are impossible ·or unreasonable. 

I For me to carry on this , war liespite 
the_cuts in military aid is like giving 

. me $3 a day and pretending- I can live· 
like a luxury tourist.!!'. - .. , . . i 

Thieu said that he himself-had never. I 
personally lacked courage and that he : 

- ::'I .. . - :- -,}.~~J:,-----. _"::, -.,_, '. 
had refused ,American _pre,s,we. to at- , 
tend the peace talks ih 'I;'aris lh )968, 
even though it m~ant someon~' mil!ht 
have him killed, he said. "B:ut he was 
afraid when he learned that the: Amer­
icans were going to ctit,,·aid, he· said, 
and he doubted that -1the :Americans· 
themselves could hold back tl;!e ~nemy_ . 
on the present term,s: . . . _ · ,; 

When the speech, ended, ;, Thieu 
I ,-kissed Huong, on both checks, 'and 
\ Huong asked for the· cooperation of all 1 

I to help stabilize thi milltitty !iitililtion; , 
As Tliieu spoke, Americans· trying to 

enter the defense attache's · office · at 
Tansgjtnhhut airport -to evabuate. ~al; i . 
gon were told to . take rr;>ver ,because a : 
sniper was in the area shooting"Ameri-
cans as the:V tried 'to leave: , ... - . 
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, . . .. . r Backed by the United· State$, Thieu Some Vietnamese com,plained that l 
·..- , / Neith_er Thieu nor most of his'coun.· skillfully consolidated, his power .. He Thieu' had violated the dignity- of 4is 

· · trymen ever thought the latter was · neutralized· the coffet? .. house: maleon- office by the style and tone of, Jlis . 
achievable, !lr even desira•ble, in• a ; tents, sent disgruntled generals-in te ex- ,address; others ,praised him for.,talkfug 
country dn~mated by religi~us, famili- ile, 'huilt up the national. police, a,nd •at last in a language the 0rdiQ,11,cy peo-

• 

1 al and sectional 1Politics, but it was a .worked hard at seeking popular • alle- ple could respond to. 
condition of continued American sup- giance. : i The criticism of Thieu lasted as- lon,g 
,port in an ever-widening war, so they His · o~erall policy was inflexible, / a.s his regime: that he was· corru,pt, 
went along, · · summarized ,by· his famous doctrine of : th~t he kept and tortured political 

"Democracy as they have It in Amer- the "Four No's"-no. coalition, govern'. : P.nsoners, that he preferr~d co~tinua-
ica , • • cannot exist here as yet," Thieu ment no territorial concessions no t_rnn of the war to a negoti~ted p~ace. 
~aid years later. "We aren't ready for Com~unist activity in South'•'Viet~am, LHe rejected _them all, ~ometimes vigor-
it yet. D~n•t forget that Vletna m and no pro-Communist neutralism. · ously, sometimes_ we_anly. 
never knew democr~tic -life in the __ He exasperated the Americans, and ~~ once proclaimed d~ath to corrupt 
sense that you mean it. Unt!l 1945, we the world; by refusing to attend the , officials and drug tr.aff1cker~ and an-
were a French colony. Untjl· 1954 we Paris peace ,negotiations that began in no~nce.d a Aew ant1-eorru:Pt1on ca~-
were dominated by the Vietminh.- Un- :_ .· _ _ __ · ·, pa1gn, 1gnonng the fa\:t that the prev1-
u; .1963 ·we were under President · 1968. He infuriated the U.S. mission- ou~ anti-<Jcirruption ;eampaign wa_a, •t~l 
Diem. I _take the liberty of lJ,ffirming ' except, apparently for Bunke -'b · g01~g on. He proclaimed corruptio]l a 
that democracy began to exist here 1n . . . • • ' . . , r Y nat1o~al danger, a. na.tional s~in.e," 
1965." · · 1 Jailing -a ,popular nabpnal atsembly- and said he was determined to fight it. 
· The cornerstone of the newl ere- ~an n~me~ Tr~n N go_c Chau, ".1ola~ng I It remained a fact of cfailY life at eve~y · · 

ated democracy was. the natlonil con- his l~grslat1ve 1mmumty and lgnormg level of army and government, as it is 
stitutionj approved in 1967 by a consti• a r,ulmg PY the South ,-Vie~namese_ su- , throughout :south,east AsJ.a,. , 
tuent assembly under the watchf1.1l eres prfme court that• Chau s trial was 1lle- After the 1973 :Parla accords, Thieu 
of the military. · · " ·· ga · · . . .. · · . ; went through the motions of turning 

That constitution, strikingly similar · In fact, .over th~ years, Thieu made-~ his country away from w~r and towaTd 
to th~ ~merican one, provided for the lb!under ~fter. blup.der. He installe~ a". _peat;~: ~e .ta~~ed of tax z:efo~ and of · 
election of a :president and vice presi- 1 rice-stea!Jn~ m~ompetent as head of _reforming the I civil servlc~, ol increas- ·· 
dent running on one ticket, and of a . food d1_str1but1on to refugees, in· cin:g the."C'QUIJ.!l'Y!s ·e:x,pott"trade."~n4 at• 
two-house national assembly. The pres- 1 Danang; he left a weak and cowardly tracting tour1st~~·But he ·never seemed 
idential election of 1967 was the firat I gener~l, headi1_1g · an untried division, really co1'vi11.ced, that !?is c~~fty could 
big test ofthe new system, of po,puiar I guarding the vital Demilita,i;ized Zone; go it alone. 

1 participation, of security In the couri• I he set unrealistic goals and impossible . "The French ll!bandoned us in 1954, 
tryside, and of the losers' !Willingness r . deadlln~s for this. or that and because of that half of Vietnam 
to accept,the results. . . . · . : accompl,1shm_ent;. h~ invited the wrath fell to the Communists," he told the 

Ky and Thieu pledged that they 1. of _the Sf!cts. by announcing plans to Italian journalist Oriana Fallaci at the 
would not run against each' o!her, but : draft Budgp~~!. _1n_g11.Jcs.c .!l~il,d .seminari- time of .the Paris>agreement. "Il the 
both announced their candiclacies. The : ans. · · · · 1, United States does . the same thing 
outcome was settled not at the ,polls ~ Perhaps most damaging· of aii' he now, the other half will go. ,It has hap-
but months ,before, at a three'.day ran for re-election unopposed in 1971 pened other times in history, when a 
meeting attended by 48 generals. That after manipuJ,ating the conditions of ⇒ country cannot resist an invader it 
was, by all accounts, a tearful and ov- the election so that both Ky and Big simply lets the invader invade." . 
er~rought b~rgaining ~essiort at w~ich , Minh dec~ded not to :cha1ieng~ him. · Throughout his presidency, he- ~­
Thieu prevailed. GeIL Cao Van Vien, , T_he A111:er1can_s ma~e no .secret of tl~eir nated •between gregariousness and ac• 
who arranged the meeting, later be- ' d1sa,ppo1ntment,, qut bJ'.,· that time no cess~bility at· times and virtual aeclu• 
came chairman of the Joint- General oth·er national)eade_r,was in sight and sion at others. He remained' almost to-
Staff under Thieu, to no one's sur~rise. there was 1w,Jegitimater 

1
way to install tally out of sight.during the Easter of• 

K~ agr_eed to _run as Thieu's vice anyone else lll power. ·fensive of 1972, prolllptilig .~f~vorable 
presidential candidate, and · the result Thieu was an easy man to underesti• t comparisons with Dielll;. who totally 
was almost a foregone con c 1 us ion. mate. With his bland face-and.conserv- ·"lcrst touch with reality in his ,last days. 
Thieu hardly campaig_ned, though he ative style, surrounded by flinty.eyed · Thieu· himself wa~ kil.\'.lwn'. to think 
was always effective m a crowd, but bodyguards, he looked· like less than more of Charles de, G_aull~, the mill-
the dozerr civilian candidates shuttled · he was. · : ·. , tary man forced into politics to save 
energetically around t'he country, pro- _ - · · his country, as his'historical model . 

. moting the ·notion that a genuine con- . He had one cif'the world'; mcist diffi- But he differed 'from de;Gaulle in · 
test _was ~nder way. . cult jobs, and he ~ot only surv!;edbut more than physical 'stature: He could 

Big Mmh and a :popular neutralist gained in strength. after ~ach new not rid·himself even ·two years after 
I named Au Truong Thanh wer~. ii~.rred ~:_ crisis: the. T~(offensiv¢ ~f 1968, the Jll. the Paris .. .acco;ds, of the, notiqn that 
: from running. It came as no surprise . fated 1971. invasion of L1:10s, the 'Easter h'is cou~try's fate was, in. th_i, hand5 of 
I th,rlJ,Thieu and Ky won easily, outdis--. · · · · .. " · · · · · America: · · · , '·' 
1 assaultandlossofQuangt:rl in 1!1,72,.the. "I am:v·-e•·.,;;,,, c'"''nf·l·de'n' t·-,,,·,.he ·!'la·1•d i'n an .,1 · tancing the nearest rival by 2 to 1; but 1 • • - •J v 
,
1 they and the -Americans were shocked arm-twiSting by Henry • A. Kissinger interview with The Washfagton Post 1 

1 that a lfttle-known·.1awyer who-used a that forced him to sign the Paris peace two Y!)ars· after the---ai:ireement, "that 
peace 'dove as his ~lection symbol, 

1 
agreement, lie pullout· o_f the ,J.mertcan ' the Unite<i States, which.b.~t;> never lost[ 

Truong Dinh Dzu, came in second. · troops and planes. UntiUhe loss.:of. the . any war, which, ~as .never failed to 
Shortly afterward, Dzu was tried on H'gbl els •t . _.,, B. • ..... ~"'~ ' help any people who would li~,e to pre-'. 

1- an ci, Y v.1 anmew,uot 1,J ... t· set serve their indepe_ ndence," wou\d come. previously filed charges involving fi. ·ff th t f SaJ 'al 1 t' t O e rou o, , ggn•~ _best troop~. · .ta.:his aid .. once again. I 
nanc1 specu a ions and sen to prison. Thteu_ seemed firajly, in· co.ntrol. anll , · 

Sy the time Thieu took office, Ells- would surely hav·e·_wo-n· a.th. l.rd.·_ t'·e· rm ·in. '1 

' · 1 worth Bunker was the American· ambas-
sador to South Vietnam. He and Thieu the 1975 elections; · · · · - . i 

I developed a close working relati~nship . It is probable that'few .if apy West- i 
and American support· ,for the· duly i . erners really undhsto_od the relation- 1 

• 

ele_ cted, popularly supported presfdent . ship,_behveen Thieu and the people of '1 

never wavered, despite crises and South Vietn'am. \'Just before the: Paris 
blunders that strained their relation- ~CCQrds,. for example; :Thiell' werit' onl 

. sh~,-- , _ _ .. . . , .. . . . ...:...., na_tionw~de radio with a long, emo-
ti~mal speech in colloquial language ; 
saying his countr.;y:, woul<t n,ever,accept 

, it/I proposed te,tms, , · • 
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America's Last Day in Vietnam: 
A Desperate Mallne,- of Lea~i!_l,g____ 
By H. D. S. Greenway 

W:1shington Post Foreign Setwi_c::e 

ABOARD THE :t:JSS 
BLUE RIDGE. May 1 
(delayed in transmission)­
The horizon is cro,wded. with I 

the ships of an. American 
battle 'fleet circling slowly 
in the South China Sea off 

1 the Vietnamese coast. They 
are picking up thousands of ' 
refugees who are drifting in 

· small boats, many of them 
filled to the. iunwales and 

~--out of food and water, the 
, flotsam left from the -wreck- r 

age of a quarter century of ·, 
American involvem!:)nt in ; 
Vietnam. 

For two days now helicop­
ters and a few fixed-wing air­
craft of the Vietnamese air 
force have been trying 'to , 
land on the American carri- : : · 

· ers 50 or more miles off the . ! 
coast in a last desperate ~ . , 

,flight from the mainland. 
. Some of them, borne like ~-

butterflies on an ofi shore 
wind, have lost their way 
and crashed at sea. Some of 
the helicopters have landed · 
but there is no room for the 
machines the·mselves - and 
many have been pushed · 

overboard as soon as their· 
crews . and passengers are 
free of them. · 

Some of the Vietnamese 
helicopters are saved, how­
ever, and the sailors paint 
over their markings-obli- 1 

tei-ating the red and yellow 
colors of a republic that· 
ceased to exist sometime on 
Wednesday when the South· 
Vietnamese surrendered in 
Saigon. · 

The American ambassador 
to South Vietnam, "Graham 
Martin, 1 is aboa1:§ this ship. 
Gray-faced and sick with 
pneumonia, he told report-
ers. last night that America l j 
need not have left Vietnam ! ! 

· in the .manner it did if only 1 , 
it had lived up to its com- , : 
mitments. 

Others have said that the 
seeds of Saigon's destruc-
tion were always present 
and evidenced by the fact 
that, after all these years •of 
assistance, successive re- ' 1 

gimP.s have never give11 the U -
country social justice or a 
government in which any 
but the corrupt could be-

See SHIPS, A14, Col. 1; 
---~~~------i 

-~-__; _ _,--__ 
·-- -

lieve. America could post­
p&ne the Vietnamese revolu-
1;ion. but not .prevent-it and 
tqday_ the · American em- L •• 

bassy in ·saigon 'lies looted- , 
torn,. apart by the Vietnam-
ese irho had been 1eft be- , 
fuit'cf:" . ·. · ·. ·· 
~- f_or a :war that h11d gone • 
on ~for more than a genera­
tj~n,' the end came w:itli as• : 
tonishing speed; In barely 
six''\teeks the entire edifice 

•had;eollapsed, from the first • 
~mishandled retreat from the ' 
Central Highlands to the 
sight of North Vietnamese · 
trucks and tanks e_nterin1:: 
Saigon. 

The last day of the . .t:\me:Pl-- -
can involvement-began-with 
a heavy _shelling "of Ty.±1son­
nhut airport. We wake at 
four in the morning ·listen-1 
dn·g to the sounds of the : 
shells and rockets exploding 
and it seemed as if there 
were two or tllree _coming in 
ever,y five seconds. Most of 
us knew then that it was,Jhe ; 
end. A bombardment of that 
magnitude meant that the 
North Vietnamese had lost 
patience with the long­
winded and futile efforts of 
the South Vietnamese to in-
stall a government of sur­
render and that tlie final at­
tack on Saigon had-begun. 

Reporters began to gather : 
nervously -in the halls of 
their · hotels bef-Qre dawn. 
['hey packed . their , bags, 
looking underneath the bed 
for a lost sock;,and doing all 
the inexplicable trivial 
things that people often· do 

slacken with the oncoming 
dawn ana reporters, on· the 

; top of the Caravelle Hotel, . 
saw the disturbing sight of : 
South Vietnamese planes be-': 
ing shqt out. of the sky with. 
heat-seeking missiles. Every-

1 orie knew that the evacua­
tio~ would have to ,be by 
helicopter and, if the _North 
Vietnamese wanted to do so, 
they could shoot down ,many 
of the helicopters. · 

It was not until morning: 
that the evacuation order 
was 'given and Americans 
and other foreigners who 
wanted to go began assem, 
bling at staging places 
around the city. From there 
they would be taken to the 
defense attache's compound, 

1 near the airport. Others 
·. went straight to the· Ameri-
1 can embassy. The last min-
i I · 

utes were . spent wishing 
good luck to Vietnamese 
and foreign · friends who 

! were staying behind. 
i At first the city was calm. 

But as the hours went by 
4 the- word • began to spread 
i that the Americans were 

leaving and great crowds be-

in emergencies' b,!!cause----. 
their· minds cannot I quite 
comprehend that no'ne of 

2./ 1V/l/ l If 7 F 

? 
the trivial things of normal 
life matter any. more. 

Stich incongruities. hap• 
pened throughout the day. 
The white suited clerks at 
the front desk of the Conti• 
nental Palace · Hotel were 

· carefully adding up each ac• 
count~.by .. hand while mobs 
,of people were trying to 
press packets of piasters 
upon them in an effort to 
get away quicldy. 

The ~qrtl'): v· 
tillery '..~ · 
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gan to gather outside the ,some Vietnamese who had a decade or more wrapped 
locked gates of the embassy ·,been admitted to the em- up in the problems of Viet­
grounds. iAlL that day and bassy realized they.were go- nam. Some had supported 
night they pressed against ing to be left behind; the tlie Amer1can effort, others 
each other_: crying and plead- looting began. The Ameri- had become convinced that 
ing to be let in. can evacuees and the Ma- onlY, by leaving could Amer-

Families became sepa- rines, as their numbers thin- ica,n help the Vietna:m·ese.­
rated, and even Vietnamese ned, gave ,gro:u·nd slowly and· :But none who crossed the 
who had papers promising locked· themselves into the coast that ntght-in. the gath­
them they could go could main bullding in order to ering dark with Vietnam 
not getin. · · leave by the .roof. They, te- ·. ·bup;iin1;. and exploding ,be­
. A well-dressed man in ci- treated upwards floor bY hind remaine<! unaffected at 
vilian clothes· carrte close ,to . ~ floor until. the. last of them . the manner of our leaving. 
the ,gate· and, m:a,king Sl.U'~ was gone in the morning 1 
none of the ·others could see ·. light of Wednesday as the~ 
what he was doing showed North Vietnamese were en-

·,,,.us a note saying he was a tering the city .. • • • . . -. . ; 
brigadier. general and···· We left as night was fall- , 
named an· AmE!rican .. official. ing· in a helicopter· ·whose·\ 
whom he begged us to con- · nervous gunnei: asked where ; 
tact. ' · the fighting was. But there ' 

And when the helicopte'rs was no . fighting . i_n_ !{le, ci_~Y _ 
began to arrive, landing in _that day, only desp~1r, p~mc 
the chancery parking Jot , and a few shots fired mto 
and on the roof, the people the air. 

. outside just stood and Our helicopter. flew .over 
1 stared. The wind from the the twin steeples of Saigon's 

rotors lashed the well-mani- . · main Roman Catholic cathe­
cured bushes and flower dral and we could take a 
ibeds like the breath of a last look down Tu Do Street, 
hurricane and the shredded wet with rain. Beyond us, to 

' documents· of the American the northeast, an ammuni­
. decade burst from their tion dump was exploding 

burn bags and blew up and and there were other fires 
over the gates in a snow of · · OI! the_ ~ar horizon. 
confetti;· · Many of the Americans 

In the end,· when even who left that da~ had spent 
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' Hill Leade~~ See 'challenge to Military Programs' I 

~/ /1/tf 7.S- . ' -- - . ·---- ·---
B . r,. e C. Wilson - ~ ~~P=:~en~-;. -R:Uss (D,_-- terms ·of world ,trade, -w<irfd. 

Washington Pas, Ste.ff Writer investment and ·world aid, twis.) - a new power in the 
The nited States must Congress of 1975 because .0 f , doesn't do great things for 

,·, acknowledge .the limits of·,· 1 his elevation, (with the sup· I our general power,,- and; 
hs military power and rely port of . new members) to , , prestige? · 

1 more on · other. :methods· to chairman of the House ; . "We don't m~ed fo be in 
i influence ·world events, a Bankin,g, Currency . , and . Korea or Taiwan cir in Vi-
: wide· spectrum of corigres- Housing ·Committee· - •is_ 1: cenza, Iialy, and many other 

siohal)eaders saiq.in_ a~ess- one' of those congressional f places in the numbers we 
ing'the U.S .. role io,,V1etnam. · leaders .who believes' this i are," he said. "If we would 

A relatel. conclusion ex- new perception about the lim-.: send to the Italian people 
pressed'in a setjes_of inter-•· 'its of inilitary'might is all to · the same amount of wheat 
views is1that the m1scalcula- the good';and long overdue. · for pasta that it now costs t~ 
tions generals and admira1s. \ "A prdsperous economy in I keep the 7,000 American 1 

seem to have committed I the United States and a so(ji- ; 
1 

troops in Vicenza; the. Com- · 
· · make them· as vulnerable to· ' ety with its spirit restored is : munists would be losing 

challenge as other govern-. ; vastly better for retaining ; : ~lections 11U over Italy.'' 
ment l~aders; ·. · ·' American iil'fluence.than the: · Rep. Mahon of Appropria-
' . This inea.ns, said both kind • of inte.rv.entionism i tions acknowledged that the 

· hawks and doves in· Coh- : ; · and adventurism that have i i failures in the Vietnam war /' 
. gress, that the Pentagon and : been mlstaketlly 'thought of f have provided a wider politi-
its' programs will b~ chal: as internationalism in tpe : • cal market for ideas.· like . 
Ienged,,more - not ·less as ! last few years," R'eµss swd i Reuss' as the United States 1 

President· Ford had )hoped in an int,rview. · ; searches for new methods to I 
. - once th~ book on Viet. ' "Talkifig' to leader after achieve · "national power.'' 
I nam_is closed. ) .Military leaders have been I 

Such ,traditional champi• leader all over the ·world," lumped in with civilian-lead-· 
."Ohs.of th~ myitary_in_Con-, Reuss continued, "I'm juSt. ers in the general .disillu-; 

• •· ,gress· as Chairmen John C. ' convinced that if we move sionment with· government,·: 
Stennis (D-Miss.) of the Sen- toward full employment Mahon conceded. 
ate Armed Services Commit- without inflation; adopt 8 •"The American peopl~ are i 

1 · ("" free trading position inter- 1 tee, John L. McCle Ian u-, wondering how we could I 
Ark.) of the Senate Appro- nationally in which we . have handled this situation , 
Priations Committe.e, . and, don't, in panic, put artificial 'better," Mahon said. "It · 

restrictions on our ·exports 
·, George H. Mahon (D·Tex.) -, · as we did on soybeans or on does something to us inside. · 

of the 'House Appropriations , They realiz:e we were 
Committee agreed that new fcireign, job-creating invest- thwarted in our ·objectives!' 

l·t · ment here-we will be doing 
r perceptions about mi 1 ary, Mahon's counterpa1,t in 

f eel b · more for world peace and 
power have orm . ecause Amer·ican international well- the Senate, McClellan, 
of Vietnam. ' agreed that U.S. objectives · being than any number. of ' , Military· leaders inter, were not achieved. But he 
view_ed saia; they realizr battaUons could do. disagreed that substituting 
they and Uiefr prograiµs are; "Arid that idea is not iso- economic power for military. 
under. severe challenge but I lationism," he contended, I power j~ ,the answer to re- ' 
hope to show that miiitary "but a recognition of the storing prestige and credi-
and economic strengtlh: are• fact that military power has bility lost in the war. 

, interrelated,:.' not ~ompeti- ; . been largely~btit not of An outspoken critic of giv-
' tive. . , . t course entirely;-superseded Ing foreign aid with no 

An early fest of ho,v much by political, social, economic strings attached, McClellan 
these new perceptions have and moral power." said that if handing out 
been translated into votes Pointing to tlie effective- money were the .answer to 
against military - programs I ness- worldwide of the Arab ·national· power, "tllen the 
comes next month ·When a : 1· "oil weapon,'' the threat ot~. United states would be 
gro,up ofla'wmakers· backed by . '. cutting off another coun- preeminent in the world to- ' 
.a broad-based lobby will try i try's oil supply, ·Reuss said: day, considering the $200 
to shoot down the Air Force "Here ,are some tiny, little billion we -have given ouTin_ 
B-1· bombe'r ~ -or at least · strips of sand in tp.e desert ' · 
slow its construction. who are holding the United . i~~_!;1st qua~er of a cen-
. This , congressional tide : ; States at bay. ·, · Althdugh he will try to 

running · against· the B~l is J "If that relatively small cut the Pentagon budget by 1opposite the one thatiorced- · 
!)resident Kennedy·. to keep· , , amount of economic power $5 billion this year as part 

can do that," .Reuss rea- of the tactic both he and 
the old__l3-70 bombe~ !!!!ve in soned, "why don't we try the Mahon have resorted to in 
1961. The administration, ·,, interesting foreign policy hopes of preventing deeper 
not the Congress, was· op- step of gl)tting our own cuts from being imposed on 

· posed to the bomber in the ' economy in order at the ex• the floor, McClellan as-
- -- days before the nationaf dis- · pense of tile military budget serted that the United 

illusionment _of Vietnam1 · and see whether . that, . i~1 States must remain "second 
to none''. militarily. 
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The lessons of Vietnam: If the United States ., Azores as a mid-Atlruitfo Harold P. Ford, - form~\ 
he said, are that the United should bring all its forces base and denial of overflight Central Intelligence Agency , 
States should "never enter home and cancel its commit- executive who prepared es-

h 1 rights from couRtries on the : · t' ·1· anot er war un ess .we in-. ments to ·its friends .. this trmates on rela 1ve iltll 1tary 
tend to win it" and must be military isolation would be route to Israel. _1 strengths oL the nations of 
"far more selective" in de-· f 11 d b · 1 the world, . warned against o owe y economic so a- Still another Air Force' 
ciding where to fight com-· tion, they said. 'd t . letting '•the 1 Pentagon in-
munisin. · Military leaders also .said . , 1 ea o cope_ w1~h the pro- crease its forces to offset an 
· He did agree with Reuss that actual stl'ength and the --·spect·of no place to land imagined loss of power from 
and his allies on the point way it is perceived abroad American planes between: the Vietnam debacle. 
that Vietnam showed the can be two entirely differ- i _ - · - · · -- ·-·-- •S. - - - • We must learn to live as 
limits of American military ent readings. The United ' here . and · world trouble the first among equals in-
might. ·"we cannot police States today is just as - , spots is a fleet of jumbo jetsi · stead· of first," he said. 

1 the whole world against .. strong as it was a.year ago, .. converted to flying fuel sta-, 0Allies going their own way 
communism," McClellan went this argument, but iC tions. . · 1 is a healthy thing. The same 
said, "nor can we support . thing is happening within 
the needs of au the develop- might not look. this way to "We've got to base our: the Communist bloc. A 
ing countries and others . allies abroad because of rev- power largely at home," Ma-·. strong case can be made 
with respect to ·. economic · erses in Iodochina. r hon agreed. "We've igot to - that much of military 
and military assistance. Given the importance of : 1be sure we have mobility;·'.: strength is irrelevant." 
There are limits to our re- perception, military J.eaders 1 Planes like the C-5A become 

l sources." sounded the same theme as an important instrument of -------------
. Stennis, like McClellan Mahon: Right now would be our power." 
\ and Mahon, cannot be the wrong time to slash 'the : Navy contingency p\an-
. n classed as a dove when it • Pentagon budget or make ners studying the post-Viet- : 
· :1 comes to funding or fielding 0ther big changes th8t nam world realize their : 
' 'i\ military force. But 'he, too, . might be intei-preted abroad ships are likely to lose ports 
: :1 acknowledged that the. Viet- . as a falling barometer. in Indochina, the Philip-

1\nam war had signalled .One military planner· with pines and perµaps Okinawa:, 
'i.compelllng warnings about expertise in how the United ,! prompting them to push for 

, ;the limits of this facet of States could deliver its improved ports in Microne-
iiaional power. · power to distant points in sia-specifically the Palau 

•~I still think to play a : an emergency said the Islands. 
world role you must have changing world situation The Army, realizing more 
military strength behind, dictates improved mobility. power may have to be.based 
you," Stennis said; "other- i Specifically, this means bas• ' in· the United States in the 
wise you ·would be chaI-·I: ing more. military power st future, is trying to ,build 

. lenged too many ways. . , sea and getting more long- forces that can get ready 
, "But," continued the Sen- . . range aircraft to deliver faster to fly' to distant trou-
ate's leading champion of troops and weapons. qle spots. 
Pentagon causes; •.•we have·. 1

1 For planning purposes, 
t b the mil1'tary has to as•ume American military power, o e more. careful about U!J· · Q 'd ·1·t 1 d i 
• • • 1 that the Un1'ted States may sai one mi 1 ary ea er nr mg our military strength." It . , t ·e ed · ts f th 
has to · be defined more ! someday be ,down -to• · no ervl W. • consJ.S O ree , 

' bases i'n the . ,m1'd-Atlant1·c ·main elements: the nuclear' clearly just what position on : b. Ila th 
h . . . . and only a' few in. the fa: um re at deters nuclear t e playing field we're goin~ · attacks on the United 

to cover. . , 1 cific. This possibilty is States; mobile conventional 
"There's a whole new situ· 1· ·spawning a number of pro- for,ces that can move under 

ation in the Pacific now," grams for extending · the that umbrella; and percep-
i · Stennis: said. "It. seems to ' · reach of American military tion that the United States 

me that we'll have to find a power. has the will and ability to 
more usefu~ role for Japan I The .Mr Force, for exam- • use its forces. 
to play·there." ple, is asking for money to Because the United States· 

Af the Penta,gon, S'everal modify wide-bodied commer- let Cambodia and South Vi-
public affairs officers ad- cial jets like the Boeing 747 etnam fall without interven-
vised members of the Joint to carry arms in an emer'. 
· Chiefs of Staff to refuse The _gency. The basic idea is .. to , ing milltarily, some analySts; 
Washington Post's requests ; strengthen the floor of the : ! a~guedidthat thirti~ elE:menht,; 
for interviews. ; plane and cut in wider doors O wor percep on, is t e 1 

However, several high i so that the plane could: be s~aki1e
st rigtht now; Congres-

k f · ( 1 mobiJi'zed to carry a· rm~ 'to s10na res raints on the ran ing of icers did agree to , " 
be interviewed on a not-for- : Israel if necessary.:__adding , President's war powers is 
attribution basis in hopes of to the airlift current;ly sup- · one reahson for the shaki-
add.ing the military perspec- plied using the Afr Force's , fe5J• d ome analySta ,con- , 
tive. C-5 transport planes. en e · , 

They stressed that mill- The C-5 can fly from the . , But Sens. Mark 0. · Hat- ·. 
tary and economic strength United States to Israel with:'·· field (R-Ore.) and . George : 
should not ,be regarded as 

I 
out landing by getting re- McGovern (D-S.D.}, who pio- ~ 

competitive but ccimplemen:, · fueled in flight. .The) Air neered legislation to curb 
tary-that the stability of -i Force wants to-give its C-141 those presidenUal . powers,..., . 
one is necessary for the sta· this same .,-ability and , also / · said those restrictions make 
bility of the othef. l!Jngtheri'"the plane's body so . : the United States more for-

'· it can carry larger cargo, t../ midable, not-less, be¢ause the 
Both. planes are seen as in- \ . J. whole country will be be­
surance against loss of the .hind any future military ac-

1i' ti.ons. The restrictions limit 
J r,: 11\iiltary actions the Presi­

. dent oan take without con­
•~l .. t.i•:r~. 
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Lont1on Obse?ver 

SAIGON-The South Viet. 
namese . air fot"ce is Presi• 
dent Thieu's last card. 

,Wh1,tt he is pi:obably hbp­
'iiig above all else is that the 
North Vietnamese army will 
maneuver their tanks info 
th~ open country . around 
Saigon in daylight, where 
they will be particularly vul­
n~rable to fighter,boniber 
sweeps. · 

·. The Squth Vietnamese air · 
force has already ~njoyed 
some sman · s u c ce sse s· 
~cmnd Xuanloc. The gov-

. ernment has produced at· 
least one photograph of a 
decapitated T-54, its severed 
turret almost ·clean off the 
chassis. 

There are intelligence re-' 
po,rts, h(?Wever, that radar.­
,guided surface-to-air mis,, 
siles .of the type that caused 

· · heavy 1-0sses ~mong Israeli 
aircraft during the last Mid• . , 
dle : E_ast war are . beirig · 

t· moved· by tpe communists • 
towards the big Saigon alr · 
field at Tansonnhut. ·' · 
_. ·Most North Vietnamese .. 

• and some Vietcong units al· 
ready · possess the more 
primitivJ · shoulder-fired 
Strella (SA-7) heat-seeking 

· missiles wll,ich are particu~ 
larly · effe~tive against low~·/· 

.flying jets; · ·". ·, ' J 
1 

In one day i\l the delta re. : 
cently, two ,J. Strellas ac- · 
counted for two ,A-37s, ldll• : 
ing three crewmen. 
, Small units of V:ietcong, 

: .guerrillas, as distinct from 
North Vietnamese regulars. 
who are doing most of the 
fighting elsewhere, have be­
come particularly active in ' 
the d~l4t during the last two 
weeks. ,In many places they· 
have ·, left the government 

. holding nothing but the 
J ro,adway aloµg Highway - 4, . 

tf(e "rice road" oetweeii'the· 
c~ntry's inost fertile region' 

: , ahd the capital~ 
I . . . . • 

· , It. is quite likely that the, 
gorernment'.s delta~ airfields,' 
aa: well as ~eing molested by' 
Bf\Ms, could find ,that thetri 

• ' overland route to the capi­
_-t . 'tat ill -cut ·a~d ammt.inition' 

aiii:t fuel would have to be. 
' ·· aprlifted to them in what la 

.., J'4 tit ~e transport fleet. 
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, Then, .. with the big air 
base at Bienhoa north I of 
S~io!l fallen and the delta 
~ds isolated, the bulk, 
of Uie South's 350 remaining'. 

1 aircraft might have to be · 
, , crammed onto. the runways · 

it T~sonnhut;, a dream of a · 
~arget for the North's gun-

·. ners.. J 

Rocket-firing · helicopter~ 1 
wo;utd be abl¢ to operate for . 
limited periods. away · from , 
the main)1irfields; but any- . 
one ·who has seen the South 1 

. 'Vietnamese army in the I 

field is quickly reminded of : 
tqeir reliance on close air 
support from fix'ed-win·g air- ; 
craft. • 

,Earlier this week, ): was : 
· with a company· of the Re- · 

g~9nal forces along High: 
way · 1 being supported by , 
two F-5· fighters, whose pi- . 

, lots dropped their bombs ex- · 
. ahly where'they were sup-,: . 
po~ed to-so close to the 
forfard foxholes that the 
b!ast,Pulled_a_t our tlothes. • 

.... The North Vietnamese or fue-possibilityU1atffie<::om:7 
Vtetco,ng 9P!!neg up at tMm Ihunists may be preparing 
as.soon as they wer~ pullin'g ·.- to introduce their own: air 
out . of their dives, as •. if support for the first time :in 
somebody had wakened them the war.' 1 • 

' with fireworks. · \. It may be significant that 
· A~cording to a Europearl. early Friday morning a· 

air attache here the morale rocket' attack was made . 
of the young Yi~tnam~se pi-" I a~ainst a rr3-da~,-station,_ five . : 
lots, almost exclusively miles southwest of Saigon. 
drawn· from the · upper The .station is part of· the 
classes and alltrained. fn the city's air defense ring. 

' ·~ ' ' . ! • 
United· · States, is Ij'rom Phucat, Saigon is , 
"exceptionally high consid- · _well' within range. of the 

, ering the circumstances:" North Vietl?,ames~ I air\ 
• force's old. twm-engmed n. 

Their · main, complaint is yushin, za1 bombers, For 
: · the way they .were forced to those who have been .on the , 
' ~bandon thelr bases without receiving end of these 1weap-
i a fight .. Not onfr does the ons fot so long, the teinpta-
: , , memory of· Danang ra"nkle, tion to strafe and napalm 

·· but also the· earli~r- retreats the· South Vietnamese army 
from the. Central, Hfghlands 

1
!flnug_s,t ,be al~os,t ove~wbel,m; 

air .fields at Pleiku and 'Phu-
cat · But '· the ,. Communists 

: I • They . feel . particttlarly , might ,}iave seco.nd thoughts 
cheated 'about· Phucat, • la bout such an effort. It ) 

I where_ the base , commander . '. could lead to . their first .ma­
was .flying .'operaµonal .sor,-. jor defeat· in .the currl!nt of• 
ties up tci half an hour be- fensive. . 1 

. · 

, fore their withdrawal. Then,. Although it is primarily 
they had to go• b\lck and . an :army, air' corps train~d ; 
bomb the aircraft left be- for a ground support role, r 

hind; abandoned either be- the South's af force does 
cause they were temporarily· possess some · F-5E attack ·, 
unservicea»1e and there had, fighter-bombers, and is · 
been no time for repairs or thought to have at least_ 50 
bec~use they simply did not pilots t'rained to use them, . 

r· have enough pilpts to fly Only if these South Viet- I 
/ them out. · . 1 . namese pilots found them, ; 

: ... t Reconnaissance '. aircraft': selve~with no fields from ! 
. i have since photogi•aphed So- which· to fly might Hanoi·· 

viet-matle MIG-19s at Phucat feel the opportunity for air 
_:.tntl Pleiku, which .has rai~etl warfare too good tq ,miss ... 
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!1!t3fafn_~f lf,Junds·StlentlY 
By David Lamb 

Los Anretes Times 

SAIGON=They lay . 9n 
endless _rows of steeFfra111ed 
beds, · their brolten bodies 
:iiandage'cl and plugged into 

• d:fipping bottles, and the hu­
mid,. dark ward. wa_s very 

• quiet They bore the pain of 
the wounds silently. -

1Strippe-d of th~ir guns and 
uniform~' and innocence, 
they, looked young, . too' 

I young to -have been forced 
\ ·- into manhood.not ever hav­

in'g -known a single day of 
peace.I They rested without 
pillows on faded blue sheets, 
h,alf nakech cooled only by 

: overhead fans that groanei derly, dre~sing an ami:{u­
·through the 97-degree heat. tated leg. "If they do not 

Fol' most of· them.·.- all fight WhY do we - have so 
members of,. South .Viet- many. dead_ and wounded 
nam's longisuffering ·armed soldiers? These µien sta11d 
forces .- tl}ere \'perhaps dod tight, Iiot run. The~ti .are· · 
would· be no more battles to not back wounds you are. 
fight. The cities and homes seeing." 
and bases they defended ~1- , , True. \ Squad . leader 
ready had falle,n_in the,Coin- Nguyen· Nhan fought for 
munist advance. ·Conghoa, thi,-ee days during an attack 

· the hospital w,Mre they now on his v,illage, before finaily 
lay, one d_ay soon might falling wounded. -~ 
have some. empty beds for · "I ,prayed to every god," 

. the first time in,many, many _said Nha'n, a Buddhist. "I· 
months. prayed to anyone I think 

"I do not understand why · will' listen. 'God, God/ .I 
some people say our troops . said, 'please · heip,' I think 
wi11 not fight," said an or- • of the .worst then, mayoe I 

die. I was very scared of! 
I 

dying. . . . 1 
,"Now I just pr,ay I can get 

· back to my pro~ince. I -have 
seven children there and I; 
worry about .them. J, wantl 
them ·to go· to school and; 
learn things,,but I am afraid' 
th_ey will have to· be soldiersll 
like me.'r 

More than 4,000.war casu-' 
. ~1ties like Nhan are i~ thisJ 

old French army compound;I 
now South Vietnl).m's largest/I 
military medical facility. 
O1).e ·hundred doctors and 
900 nurses rush them· from1 

• helicopters and ambulance 
trucks, labol,' civer their toth 

'.;..._J 

---- --- .... --------------. 
' .I 

bodies. under the ,glart! -·of-.. · commanders or perhaps the· 1 iDo 1Ve have ·a chance?" The dreams of Ci>I. Vo-Van -Vien, 
emergency room. lights, hospital's psychological war- American gave. him a can- ''who was wounded five daY1 
Then, if they survive, hope -fare officer. . ' , ' ' ' dld, unencouraging assess- ago while on pabtiol in Pbhan-' 

. , - .. · Th f·f. · . , · : . , rang,; It is the · e:;t air ase 
the~~ is room , for them e o 1cer 1, a captain ment. , in the _ country) he said 
among -,the hospital's 2,500 · · and although he provides 1"I still will tell the sol- · proudly, better even than 

1beds. · · ·•. · ' , the patien'Ts with no,specific diers we are winning," he · ·Bienhoa, aµd the city is 1 

There are. 32 buildings .battlefield r,eports these said after. a moment's pause. quiet and pleasant with very 
scattered about. t~e hospi; dark d*ys, he: tells the; ones The soldiers. volunteer lit- little trouble· from. the V~et­
tal's 26 acres, . of trimmed . who ask: "The war is going tle that ·has not been said cong. ·, His friends ~nd his 
lawns and s..yaying palms. well and we ar'e defeating before· abc>Ut U$. military·· family .are there.-
They are. long; low mot~l- the Communist _ invaders. aid, a generation Qf warfare, • "I will· be here many more 
like structure~ with yellow We are. all soldiers ,and we . communism or ·democracy, : months,!' he said. "Then J; 
cement sides and sun shades -_must be prepared to die for They_ are largely apolitical. just-want to go home and be: 
rolled dowri ·over '·wide ve- I our freedom." · Their_ dreams . are mod,est- with my family fo Phanrang.' 
fancias_ and there is no rool'\l / But _he p~lled' an ,Ame.ri· to return home in good That's all I want." 
m any. of them. can visitor aside in· one. of '. ,health, to be reunited with' Unknown to Cpl. Vien, 

inside, the sold,iers spe~d · the wards: "Now may I 3:sk' their ifamilies, .·to live in Phanrang }).ad fallen to the 
. hours 'waiti'n~ -fot a .viliit you a ciuestion? What do peace. 1 North Vietnamese six ,hours 
from Jheir famili~~• unit you_ qear the situation is? Certainly those are the earlier. . _-___ :__S 
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€ongressmen Say Mail Runs . 
l!eavilr; A~'f}nst ·vietnamA.id 

·: ,By Helen Dewar ~ -"No more money-nothing A Marine offic-er_ told an· 
-~-- '!!,•llin!lton P~1?.t•ff Writer -eriough is· ,enough," an Al- 'a_i d_e to Rep. Joseph L. 
:Washington area residents· exandria woman- wrote Rep. Fisher (D-Va.) that the Ma-

.' ate'writing, caUing and vis- Herbert.E. Harri~•(D-Va.) in rines sho,uld invade Vietnam·; 
itjrtg- their. congr~ssmen in a resp~nse typical of those and .vofrinte~red to lead th~ ' 
ui-iusually heavy numbers to who oppose any more aid of force. But' a· constituent'who, 
protest PresidentFord'i pro- · any.kind. ' identified himself as a 19§8 
p~sal for µiore :military _/aid A perqsal of Harris' mail West · Point gradu,ate who tn South Vietnam. on Vietnam, _which was run- _ lost 50 friends in• Vietnam 

_ ';M.ost congressio"nal 'offices nirfg roughly: 3_ to 1 as_ of told a l;ipellman aide that if 
s~y the. respon,se is running,· Thursclay, showed a ~om,· - Corigre'ss Jlants to intervene · 
a_bo.ut 3 to l against more mon 'theme of _ ~r~stration again in Vietnam, "the con-. 
al'ms, aid; although some and· impatience,·; ,·coupled gressmen should do . the 
cJn~tituents express support with ,mounting concernAor : fighting." , . 

. f~r,: humanitarian assistance domestic problems and re- , For reasons that were not' 
a~d.~concern for, th~_ plight fusal ' to. accept the .. nc;ition immediately clear, the vol-
o __ 'f_ ni-_phans and refugees. • time of mail varied widely 

--r . . that the United Statl)S has ·a from ·office to office, , al- · 
'.)n their _opposition·to in- moral obligation to Vietnam tho.ugh it" was unusually ,, 

cfeas'ed military aid to Viet- -riam;. th'e. constituents are · or an important stake in its heavy in most offices. . . ' 
uilderscori:hg opinions al- fature. · Rep. mibert Gude (R-Md.) • 
r:~ady lield, although in ·var·. a '.',Jt's Hke pouring sand has received ·more· mail -On l 

, . )'.~g degrees; by the. House down. a rathole," wrote an ' Vietnam aid Hian any other : 
a'nd Senate· members who · Annandale - businessman. issue since ·-the Nixon im- ' 
}'.eprese»t them; All . fen_ 1".'P~ea.se do not se11d ahy peachmen't · c11ntroversy, a \ 

- w,a:shington - area members· more o'f our hard-earned Gude aide said. But. Rep. , of Congress are at least dollars- over there again . . . Ho'lf's' office said her· mail ' 
- leai1ing against the Presi- · There has· been enough ' was running, about average 1 

dent's proposa~. _Most _ are waste - over there and it's for a major· issue. · _ 
ciutspoken in tlieir opposi- time our dollars are used in Aides to :Virginia's Fisher · 

'tion. ' ' the United ·states," wrote a ,and Harris said the Vietnam , 
i Th~ President is getting .,Manassas couple.-" . aid issue has prompted as 1 

·~- · liis, strongest support from "I can't ·agree , that the · ·much if -not mor.e mail than -
the suburban.Maryland dis- Americl).n people'have a mor-- · -any other development since· 

,I ti:ict of Rep. Marjorie. S. al ·ooligation to Vietnam," · they_fook office in January.·· 
Holt (RJ, where supporters I said a f:airfax man. , . . l Generally the ·mail to ' 
6f ,niilitarY\ aid are trailing "In March 1968, my House members was heavier 

I opponents by a margin of. brother:in-law was _lost evac,\ than it was to' senators. , 
only 3 to 2. , _ . uating wounded from {iue. . District of Columbia Dei. 
, However, in the neighbor- • Seven years -and coun~iess Waltef E. Fauntroy (D) re-

ing'. district of Rep. Gladys • lives later, Hue is in Viet- · ·ceived few letters or phone··, 
, . N. Spellman (D-Md.). the·:. cong control. What good did calls on ~he issue, aides saicj, ', 

mail and phone calls are his dea"fh, the loss ,of others but. they added it was not 
ruri'nlng, nearly 10 to l , and billions of dollars -do7"" unusual because Fauntroy 
against Mr.-J'ord's 'proposal .asked another Harri:s con, does not have'a vote'-on the· 

· . of $722 million in new arms 'stituent. - House floor. 
1 tp the Thieu government. · Supporters expressed 'fear -.

1
----~------

,: According to Spellman of Communist. expansion if c-'-=-r-
~de !Frank Shafroth, pro- South _ Vietnam falls :and 
tests Against \lnY further as- sai<;l the ·u.s. has a mor_al 
Sistance to Vietman w ere commitment to defend allies· r -
c11ming in at the rate of 6 to_.. in trouble. _ _ , 1 _ 

1 
lrlbefore the President aired "This; is A_merica's Mu-_ I 
his $722 million propos!ll in nich," · an Annandale man 
a': speech 'to Congress April wrote Harris. "It -is up to' 

_ 1q. ~erw-ard, Jle said, the' You wpetlier ~you shall be , 
n:iargin jumped to 10 to 1. part of it." ' 

I :._____; 
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Phnom Penh Bbck~ut 
Lill1jts.. N ewe . to ;S_ ... ong·s 
· · · .,_ W · r/'p 2~/ YJ~;, :/ ? Y ·, . . · · 
_ · , :Pto; ~ .. ;,c})iSll(\ti~. . : · . -· -, 3"~e=c~~odran -ca it;i--did' not · .- l 

J · BA.i-VGK_OK, '.-4-PifL,-20-'rhe ~e~s s~e~ ~alls.- frQ/ll -:~~h•~·or_ing :c;,o~:- ! 

, lblacko1;1t ~·om Phn_om Peuh contm• , tries, and P~l:lopl 'fenh. R,adi(l was 1 
, ued today, four days· 'afte1· the I not ':Jro~d~asting .. Ther~ was no •COil'J-·, , • 

• Khmer Rouge .. ,captmed the Cam- mumcation rep0rted {rom the French , . 
, bodiari capital,.and the Khmer Rouge embassy. . ·: _ · . .-.. : 
~ J;l~~o,, moni\ored · here, b-roadeast 'cc . Between 6Q() and 1,000 Cambodian_ ,1 

,- only h!)rOic descriptions of the 'cify's' · . ·refugees; iincludin~ ~some 300 sol•-,' 
'· fall and revolutionary songs. , .. djers, sought tq · inake -radio· contact · 
'. Tne lyric~ of ane ~Qng contained.a· ·\hrough a _Illilita,ry _ r~dio from ttle , 

reference to "killing.. .the . abject camp · t~ey. ha_d -set up , across the 
• Phnom Penh: traitorous -clique :and' border m sou~~em Tha.H;if\d near 

comp~etely liberating PhJ;1om Penh,'' the town of·Chanit.aburL·. · . .. , 
: b11t it was not certain;, w)1_ethet tj:le . ' .. _"The tr~uble sis, the ~,otl;l._er " .. side . 
, song, titled •''R.ed_l<,lai(of the :Revo~ ·cfoes not .reply,"·· a -soldje.J,' 'told ·.a•• 

!lutiim Is Flying Over Eibera,ted 1 : Reuter reporter· ,who·_ visited ·;::th~ , 
. Phnom Pep.h," · re£l~cted .actu,;~lJ ex- ca~p,., . , ; ... , . '. , ·) . ; 
I -ecutions. . ' ; ; Reports reachii'tg B'angkok srud 

, A clandestine radio Saturciay;re-· · . _- ,t~at ot}ier defea,ted Oarnhodian sol- ; 
' ported execution of .Cambodian lead-, . d1ers who had fled: on armored per- 1 

.ers, including former ;Premier Long· .. sonnel carriers •across th._e 1 _bo;rdeJi. ; 
Y Bor.et, :but ·a .French newspaper re~ near the C~bo~ian tqwn' of Pailin; ; 

porter radioed'that ·he had'seefr'.hf.m aibout 250 miles southeast _of Bang,: , 
' .alive. . . C • . kok, had touched off argumeuts be-
' . ' . ) 

l Telephones and telex maelilnes i11 See CAMBODIA, .AlG, Col 5 : .. 

\V. 
--------~--------, ~,-

CAMBODIA, From Al into ·the town of Aranya- government ~d help capt-. 
pratbet · in Thailand. The talists," tile young ~oldier 

tween· Thai-··border. guards bridge between' the . two said. . 
· and Khn;ier Rouge. soldiers. towns, acc«?tding to Agence Radio Hanoi confirmed 

· · France-P.resse, had .nPver be:·_ Sunday that' some t'ighting 
The Pl!rsuing Khmer .Rouge " . , fore been b,arred. · was.still .gp~ng on in-parts of 

·, soldiers had reporte. dly· de: t C b d'a b " 't . Poi, pet, about 1 200 
1 

_miles wes ern am O 1 , u. I · 
' ,..,anded that the rrhai border 'd · oth'.ng about · Phnom ... no.rthwest of Phnom . Penh, 581 n 1 . 

truards retu_ rn the defeated Penh · · ~ wa.s capture'd Saturday by ' · , ' · government troops, · and , the· R ld' Agence France-Pr'esse · re- ; 
Thai guards rcfusel Khiner .ouge so iers, ported that most' {oL·eirrners. ( 

mostly i·n their ,'teens, ·who -
The report!jl _s a i d the • · d i Ch' • who . stayed ' behind in ;I 

R t , . were arme w th mes~ as-. Phnom ·penh, , m' any tak1· ng.' 
! Khmer ouge. then se up sault rifles- 'and American 

loutlspeakers just across the grenade launchers·. . ; refuge in the FrE_!nch en'i-
i-border to broadcast- their de- . · 1 • . bassy;- 'were 'belie1ed0,to 'Im·\ 
! mands to '·the Thllis,' 11he ''I have ·walked from PUr- . ·••all fight," but. aq_ded. that 
1 Thai police ,replied, \he, re, set Province in Central_ there was no news about the 
: ports said, that any dects!ion Cambodia to Poipet an<l all fate of Le Minh. Sanh, 
1 

to r~turn them wo_uld _have . of us lived on food we 'found charge d'affaires for.' the 
. to be made ,by the Bangkok in the ,forest;' one '16-year- ,South 'Vietname~e govern-
' government. . · old soldier told an AP- re- ment. , · , ·1 

. , Reporters· whc'i witnessed "porter across the barrier· Telegrams exchanged .be-
' th'e Khmer Rouge takeover "Khmer Rouge do not · tween Saigori an_d Bangkok . 
I of Poipet, a Cambodian have ·any ill feelings toward to organize .his evacuation 1 

i town near the Thai border, Thailand · because- wf a~e arrived too late, the agency -, 
1 
said a barbed 1. wire barrier clo_se neighbors, but we ells- · said, and the South Viet-

I has been' erected to· prevent lik'e the · Americans he cause namese aide- and his family 
; Cambodians from_ c,ross,i~g they support .the Lon N'ol reniained at the .chancellery. 1 -=='"----~ /,.· ~.,. :Wt- --~ - - --.;- ,- ·- -,.,, 
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LonNolSaid • 
iToBeBuying: 1 
H a·waii .I-IQ111te J 
. \ w~,1~~~?>j 
. HofoLULlj, A'.pril 20 

1 

(AP)-Former Cambodian ! 
_Pre~idcnt. Lon Nol plans to /' 
buy a $103,000 hou~ in a 
Honolulu subdivision, a'l',~al; ! 
tor says. 

1 "!P . agent for . Mi k~ Mc­
Cormack Realtors here said 
the foririer politic;il figure 

. ·last y.,eek visited,JJ,le-.,home,, 
in the. Hawaii Kai subdivi­
sion. r'.on Nol and his_ wi1;e 
liked 'Jhe 'house·, the agent , 
said, and decided to buy It. 

The · fol\Iller Cambodian 
president, his family · and 

.about 20 other Cambodians 
in his entourage.are staying 
in special quarters at 
Hickam Afr Force Base near 

1

. 
Honolulu. . · 

The ,two-story, , ~pur-bed• 
: room house. is located' in t,be j 
I Mariner's Cove section of, ,• . 

1 
the· subdivision originally r 
developed by the late indus- I 

I ,trialist ·, Henry Kaiser. 1 

i Homes i:n the area range be- i 

, tween $75,000 and $750,000. i 
" , · The real estate agent: said 

the papers ,for 'purchase of· 
the home had 'tP,' gi> thr'pugh 
escrow and the final financ­
ing details are expected to 
be completed next week. 1 ' 

"I just can't understand, 
why a man like that would 
want to buy a house here:•, 
It's Wide <)pen. with a large I 
frontage to the street .and, 
not a heck of a lot of pri- ' 
vacy," said a neighbor. The 

:- house's current owner, Jo-. 
Seph H. Meyer, would l)Ot 
confirm the sale, saying, "I 
cannot comment on that." 

The home is locateci" near' 
i an inland waterway, which· 

homeowners may use to 
· shuttle their. yachts to the­
Pacific. A, Private guard prp­
vides. security ,put ,passersby. 
are free to enter the area. 

, Ldn Nol arrived in Heino­
, lulu on April 10 after -feav­

ing hi~ country April 1. . He 
· reportedly cam~ to Hawaii 
• for . further medical "treat­
ment at Tripler Army 'Medi­
cal Center where he was 
treated after suffering a 
stroke.in l~L. .. __ \. , 

The partially; paralyzed 
Lon Nol'has been unavaila­
ble for comment about the 
fall of his . country. 
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Province 
. . _ ... 

Ne~Saigon; 
\Threatened·; 

I ', , I 

1 U.S. Speeds Up 
Evaeuation Fl:i'ght'S 
To Philil)oirie Base -

W /~ rp,/~.,,J...:1'·7 __. 
From ~ews Dispa.t~s --VI > .. 

SAIGON, April 20-North Vietnamese 
forces backed by tanks closed in today 
on Binhtuy Province east of Saigon and 
the evacuation of government forces 
and civilians appeared to · signal its im­
,1nin~nt collapse, (ield reports smd. The 
evacuation of Americans 'from Sa~gon 

. was stepped up.· ... · ·, . _, _ 
Binhtuy Province would be 'the 20th 

of South Viet11'<im's 44 provinces .to 'be 
taken by Com!Jl.unist-led forces, all but· 
one of them since mid-Match. · 

Saigon military officials said tank-led 
North Vietnamese forces, driving south• 
along coastal Highway • 1 after rolling 
over Phanthiet -provincial capital, ov:er­
ran, three' govern-merit positions defend­
ing Haintan city, the capital of Binhtuy 

_ Province, 75 miles east of Saigon. I · 

Field repor·ts said many ·of the· city's 
50,000 inhabitants fled to a ferry. to 
carry them to the Port of Vungtau far-
ther south. · · - , , 

_j 

'I 
J 

1 

South. Vietnamese transports and Chi· 
nook helicopters lifted hundreds of gov­
ernm~nt troqPs back to ~he defenses of. , 
Longbinh base, 12. miles north of Saigon, I 
the field reports. said. Military vehicles 
wel'.e assembled near the Himntan airport 
for destruction. and helicopters airlifted . 

' aTtillery guns out.. · 
Communist-led forces kept up shelling · 

attaqks on Bienhoa air base; 15 . miles 
northeast of Saigon. · FiftEjen. rounds of. 
al'tillery hit the base but caused no 
casualties or dama'ge, the-Saigon com-
mand said; ' ' 

The Cornmunist sicte' • now .controls 
about three-fourths of South Vietnam's 
land mass and a'ibout one-third of the 20 
million popul~tion. ·The, government's 
1>tr.ongpoints are , Saigon, aild. Bienhoa,: 
•rayninh and Binhduong to· the north of 
the capital and the· Mekong Delta to the )· 
south. 

' . ' UPI quot¢ llii:litary !JOUrC(i!S as saying.. J 
' ' · the govetjm,lent · qad_ arrested five S9uth -: · 

Vietnamese generals ·who held com­
mands in areas lost to the Noo:th Viet-

, n:am,ei.~ and Vietcol_'!g, There was no eim-

to'i'l'e9I)0!1dent Don 
Obei:tlorfer reported :from the Philip• 

. · · ;J~~ tliat thti _pace o-.f evacuation :fx(llll. , 
_LJaigQn 'W!l$ quitl~lf. ' / 

laneload' -after planeload Of Ameri- 1 
cans and Vietnamese aiirived at Cla,rk 
Air Base on the-first leg of trips to-1:he 
United · States. . 

_A total of 596 :passengers. f.rom Sai- , 
goµ landed here Sunday afternoon and 
evening, and the ·early. morning hows 
of Monday, About. twice .as many , 
f).ight~, a total of 14, are scheduled to ! 
pick- up evacuees from Saigon Monday. •·1 

: For the first ti~; some. qf the 'viet- 1 
namese passengers were bearing large ' 
.Whit~ laissez passer documents issued 

by the Saigon government; 
which serve both as exit vis­
as an_d temporarf entry per­
mits to· the United States. 
The appearance of these 

1 · papers ·was taken asa sign 
that Siagon has lSegun. :to 
ease its restrictions on de­
parture of Vietnamese .n~- , 

/t1o'nals. -: , - ·. 
l\iost of · the Vieti1amese . 

· arriv).ng'J~st ni~ht appea~ed 
to 1be• wives and children of · 
d~parting 

1

Americans, ,mahy 
of them cMlian cori.tractt>ra. 

. who worked f~r lhe Am~rl~ 
can military in - Saigpn. · 
About 500 Vietnamese with- · 
out travel papers !i1;e beitig 
·help here ·~ stateless per· ' 

, sons pending decisions of 
the U.S. · government on 
their legal status.' : 
. Ard'Viilg passe"dgers aboard· 

. the JJ.8'. military craft fr~ . 
Saigon were· being instruc[ted 

'"on behalf of the State. De-· 
partment" to refrain from 
speaking to reporters because 
"what· you say may •be, held 
against Americans and.others 
i·emaining in · Vietnam.':. It. 
could not.'b<: learned who au­
thorized the statement 1or 
just what concerns : it i·e- .. 
fleeted. , . . · 
'Th~ Vietcong news agency 

•denied charges that repris­
als were taken against for-
mer Saigon government em­
ployees" ijl. areas control! ed 
by the Communists. The 
agency said U.S. . govern-_ 

· 'ment' reports of reprisals -
' were "vicious lies .. ; put · 

'i 
' 

r' out by the Ford admimstra,. - I 

'· tion·· ifo cover thP. · 'qriines ·" .( 
which the United States and \ 
the Thteµ ,clique a1;e co:m- i· 

mitting in evacuating, by 
force the --:P?Pulation and 
children of -~outh Vietnam." -

The· North · •Vietnamese 
news agency . de,1ied · .• a 
charge by- the- Laotian de-

!. fense minister that 'North 
,i Vietnamesi:r .troops - . were 

fighting Laotian royalist 
, troops inside Leos. 
L_ 

I,_ 
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efu~~'14Jr{i!J, ~~~.r,ds" 
Ai ter'fWeeks or Tr1ckle 

I - -~- ~ -
1
1 · By DAVI() A, ANDELMAN 1 

• 8pect1.I to The M'ew Ywk Ttmes . 

i CLARK AIR BASE,,the Philip• 
pines, April 20 - The flow ot 
people leaving South Vietnam, 
which started with a . trickle 
nearly two weeks ago, pevel• 
'.oped tonight into.what military \ 
:and diplomatic officials here · 
considered the start of the ma- , 
jor ail'lift sought by President I 
Ford .. · • . , 1 

( Eiglit C-141 jet transports of/ 
,the Military A<ii:lift Command 
:carried narly 500 people -
1Americans .and Vietn>amese -
:trom Tan Son J.llhut airfield in 
Saigon here to Clark Air Base, 
more than 1,000 miles to the 
_east. Late tonight, 217 more 
people, who had arrived over 
the last two weeks, left on· a 
World Airways flight fpr Travis• 
_Air Force Base in California, 

, Many Were Smuggled 
I Officials here who have 
,talked ' with these passengers 
:say· that many ot the Vietna• 
:mese do. not know where they 
:Wi41 be going if they ue . al~. 
lowed . to enter the United 
St.ates · or wh:ait·. they might be 
~r. . . 
,-~~keyproblern that. has still 
;apparently not been resolved is_ 
:what to do with ·the Vietnamese 
'who are without any official 
:status. The United States ,has 

l
1been trying to find other. coun~' 
.tries willing to accept some, 
but the. Philippine Government 
:has categorically refused and 
the legislature on µuam is still 1 

~considering the · matter. · 
I: Many were · ilmierstood 1lo 
baye >been smuggled o_n board 
by#-Ameifoan friends or rela; ·· 
Uves. -Some were the Vietna• 
·mese ~g1,ififends -ot. American!\ 

·\ J11 Vietna!Jl, ~tAei::s w~r~J1ouS\l' 

.. -~ .. -------------~ -----
hold servants or tiad:ot:her close mese and ,American officials 
ties with Amerfoa:iis. ' : . ' ln''Salgoft., .. ' . . .. . . . . . i 

In the suddenll'eSs of .the The. evacuees were divided 
~umst advance.in the last almon oveiili'.between Amerl­
morith/ 'lri6$t • were caught \lD." cans' ...; largely · emp'loyes .ot 
aiware and· were . delayed -in Gbvernment contractors work­
leaving · by the South Vietna- Ing, in S!)uth'• · Vie~and 
mese Government's refusal un- those ·called ·dependents, large-
til now to issue them passports ly Vietnamese. · . · .' 
or other travel documents. · There" were small children, 

Arrivals indicated tonight babies in arms and siting into 
· however, that the South Viet- backpacks. 'There were ·children 

i namese Government had be- with olive skins and blond l)air 
, come more flexible in the last and a!nlcind-shaped eyes,' · · 
: · 24 hours, reportedly un4,er · A few c~, ~st l~~ed 

American pressure in. Saigol'I on in silence as ,tfieir· fath.ei'S 
and had begun to issue an dtt• handed passport and travel doc­
fonnal "liaissez passer" - lit• uments to'·the· linli!I of military 

1 · eraily "let pass" - document and civilian proce~sors who 
which· American off-icials hav1: waited a~ '.long row · of tables 

. agreed to accept in lieu of B to' stamp passports and check 
passport or visa. ·. •. ~s~s 'im.,d h.~th· ce~lficates. 

All of these Vietnamese an · Problem~ .. 
~HI· to be · det~in~, "' al~gl: · · It is the Vietnamese··kfugees 

. tt 1s ho~e~ t~at ne~ proced~m · without tnvel documents.-e 
may nunmuze t~IS detenyon: ~up' exp:ectl!d -~ . sw~U '. mto 

: se~:~~1::f ~:,~e:e __ dP:~. :1!~t~r:!.~~are~~~ 
1 last two weeks, ha~· not, hlM; ec1· to · e the' ...-liAtest ffl"Cllblein 
I. any_ valid t~vel · doc11m~~ for th~llilti~effoiC'.'.'• ' 

I . ta~~e r!~e th~ta~a:~fk ev~~ .. ~-~e'.~altll~pribegai;il, .. ';_:~th'a ~lti~~e. 
uees Is generally only. overnight' · ,·,igu~ on A ~. CllN anyw .~ 

f t h da. . th from. two to •.fm! · planes hate 
or qr .wo or t ree iys, . ~re been_. . leaving C~k,: tMnit_ .•_.·:_tj, are now more than 500 Viet- · -~~-,----- -. . -.c-c . .,,,----. 
narnese with no travel docu- Saigon and ~ ng each day 
inents being held until Ameri- since· t!ien--<IP. total .. 'o/ mO!"i 

- ca_ n. officials . here can figure 'than 70 flights. :Qut, ~~11 ~y •.. 
h · ·to d · "-' 1, •th· many 1)1aneil'luld ,be~ ·return-,, 

ou~e~e!i eva~!r· too~: ·-fng empfy'of witli onty, i :liand-
harsh wo-rifs- fol' the re'!--= ful ofpassengef:"C. -,-- .•. 
imposed by both South Vietila• · Air Force officials. here shake . x 

their -heads atki say: '''Wiet are 
they douig ove. there? Tiley 
just seem·· ro"" running.,in 
circles."'. · ·. · · · ·. 
. • As·. a• result' more -than two 
weeks' <if' .. fliizhts ' uw1 • tQniilht 
had PJ'l?~Uced fe~. tbtm 1,200 
evacuees : aithougb the · 70 
flights have' had' a ·'combined 

· capacity<'of near!}' 5,000. 'And 
Clark · Afr Base· officials hl~e 
salcf <that the ba$0 could handle 

DECLASSIFIED 

up to 5,00Q ·at aiiy'··one · time. 
''This is cle11,rly · the key to 

the entire airlift-4low Chey re­
solve. th1s. question," said one 
Air · Force . officer. ''The few 
thousand .. Amer:iciins we can . 
handle . wiUi no problem. But 
it's these others, , especially if 
there is a flood ot them a.ad 
.we have. to hold them, for days 
or weeks. I j\l&'t 'don't know 
what we will do."iW2 . 
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Saigon withdraws fighter~hombers 
fromJ1JgJ1_t fli11h~s at k:ey air base 

IC.,~~ i_F~--,r~, . 
Fr&m Wire $t'h>lcea '7'/' /-

Saigon-The South \riet-
namese government yesterday 
temporarily iwithdrew its strike . 
planes from Bien Hoa air base, . 
the last major base before Sai- · 
gon itself, after the govern• 
ment lost its last major strong­
!lold on the central coast. 

Meanwhile, fears of a final, 
decisive thrust agsinst the cap­
Ital mounted as 'Communist' 
lorces were reported to be con­
solidating· their position in the 
Mekong Delta south of Saigon, 
and closing in on the air base 
:o the north. 
: Fighter-bombers will con­
tinue to make daytime· use of 
the .Bien Hoa base, 18 miles 
from Saigon. But at night 
when the heaviest Communist 
shelling is directed at Bien 
Hoa; the planes will be sta­
tloneo at Tn Son Nhut Airport 
lust outside the capital. 
· The aerial pullback came • 
after the port of Phan Thiet, 
100 miles to the east, fell to a. 
swift Communist tank and in- · . 
fantry assault late Friday. A : , 
Saigon command spokesman ! 
said government defenders · . 
withdrew by boat during the 
night after some street fight­
ing. 
• Communist troops now con-

1 trol all the territory of two of . 
South Vietnam's four military I . 
regions and 19 of its 14 prov- : 
inces. This accounts for more . 
than two-thirds of its total ter- , 
itory. 

The loss· of Phan Thiet also , 
robbed the government of an- , 
other in its dwindling number : , 
Jf ports-only Vung Tau, _sou!h : 
of Saigon, and Rach Gia, m · . 
lie Mekong Delta, remain, · 

The Saigon command re­
ported only sporadic fighting I 
In delta areas, but military i 
sources said there were signs . 
that North Vietnamese and 
Viet Cong units were moving 
Into. strategic positions in Long 
An province, the delta .gatewa, 
o the capital region. · 
. The delta, Saigon and re­

gions Immediately adjacent to 

it are .the only sec ions of ' 
South Vietnam still under the 
. shaky control of the Thieu gov­
ernment after an offensive 
from . Communist-led · troops 
that beg~ui. in early March. 

The fighting reported in 
· Long · An was in areas near 
· Tan An city, the village head­
iquarters were· .attacked, the 
sources said,·· and radio contact 
-was' lost With some orthem. 
The' sources said the aim ap-:· 
peai:ed to, ~e: t9 disrupt .,se.cu-· 
rity• in too province, espacially 
along ijighway. 4, the. key road 
link from Saigon into the delta. 

With other areas of the coun­
try lost, much if the food 
supply,'for Saigon now.-·comes 
from the delta, which always 
bas· been the rice bowl of 
South vietnam. There, is ~ 

. speculation . fhat 'if . t}le - Com-
munist forces do not launch a 
direct attack on Saigon, they 
might try. to cut off the delta 
and halt. movement. of food­
stufs into the capital. , i 
t Bieri it3a ·air "base was hit 
early yesterday by more than 
20 artillery and rocket rounds. 
Military sources have said the 
~_tillery being used against the · 
b.~~ j_~cl11des long-range 130-
rnm. guns. 
ii,There ·11.ave been repoi:ts that . 
the recnet fighting around the 
pi'ovincial,l:!apital of Xuan Loe, 
40 miles :el!st of Saigon, might 
he ii prelude to the opening of 
'll .dJtive on Bien Hoa, which 
lik'e ·· the· delta could serve as 
the beginning of a possible 
m&ve:. 011 Saigon. . · 
i ·M1i1fuy : spokesmen said, 
lio:weier, ·only light action was 
regofted SaturdaY, in the Xuan 
toe-region. . · 
' ; Three North Vietnamese di­
~isions· ' are around . Xuan Loe 
(:a.'Uf mo.re were reported· to be 
moving from · areas recently 

. • occupie~ _to"'._ards Saigon. 
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. . -.A:-Viet-Cong-spolfesman~ 
ft)eanwpile, said it was . still 
pJanned . to take over Saigon, 
c.piJt- he declined to set a ~ate. 

,. Coionel \To Dong Giang, de' 
:j)iity leader of the, Viet . Cong 
dele'gation · in Saigon, reiterated 
lthe long-standing policy of<;1<1c­
tion on three fronts-:.military, ·· 
.politicaf and diplomatic. • . 
; Informed sources said the 
\~liief Saigon government repr~ · 
sentative· . at the . motjbund 
peace talks in Paris had. been 
urgently" summoned home; 
, It was not clear whether 
·some initiative· was being 
made to bring about negotia­
tions, for which a precondition 
from . the Communist side is 
the removal ' of Presidt!nt 
Nguyen Van Thieu. · . 
·Most Vietnamese seeking to 

leave the country found . their 
efforts stymied by the govern­
ment's policy banning issuance 
of travel documents. The',lnter­
,ior Ministry has said it will 
·oiily consider travel applica-

- . .ttorn;. from· wives of ·foreigners 
and their children. 

_'_ C>ne Saig~n n~wspap~r !l'e-

ported yesterday; however, 
that "big businessmen and 
families of high-ranking gov­
ernment officials" still were 
wleaving the country! It quoted 
an unnamed government mi-

i ister as saying: .. "If we are to 
rebuilt the morale of the Army 
and _the people, we should stop 
immediately all talk and plans 
of escape and strictiy observe 
our restriction on overseas 
1lrips." 

Another newspaper said five 
South Vietnamese generals, 
one maor and five province 

. chiefs had been placed under 
· house arrest "to facilitate•~ the 

1 · investigation into the loss of 
the northernuand central parts 

-Lpf the country. Goverilment of- · 
ficials denied the story, but 
said · five general officers are 
under _in":e_stiga~ion. _ 
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Eivil air~af(oarriers ...,.. • . &, '2- t rJ/-"1 . .., r 
off V ietn m or rescue 

By CHARLEs·w.·coRDDRY /~ J(· 
Washlngton ~ureau· of The sun 

Washington-The Defedse t 
Department confirmetJ yest~r­
day that five aircraft carriers 
and a number of amphibious 
shops are ~ow in the. South 
China Sea near Vietnam, ob­
viously prepared for · large­
scale resuce missions, as the 
last ,btatles of the.· war ap­
peared . to be shaping up 
around Saigon. , · , 

Military analysts here said 
Communist forces are being 
deployed for a possibly three­
pronged assault in the Saigon · 
area-from south, west and 
noiith.:__But main· attention was 
focused· on the Bein Hoa Air 

Base 
kwhere ground attacks could 
be launched at any time. 

There . would. be .no recovers 
Ing from the loss of the big air 
facility, 15 miles north of Saia I 
g~n, and the adjacent Long I 
Bihh Anny depot, the analysts 
said. An immediate effect, be- , 
sides the large material losses, ·, 
would be to· pose a lethal arllil- ! 
lery and anti!3ircratt missile 
hreat to Saigon's Tan .Son I 
Nhut Airport-though it . may ; 
still be · conjectural whether 
Hanoi's forces would seek .to 
seal off that evacuation route. 

Th~ . swift movement 'of. the 
U.S. naval . llfiits oward the 
South Vietnamese coast left no 1 

doubt of the gravity .. of the ' 
sitiiation, as it is nqw.'.vie~¢ I 
here. Several of the ships were 
ordered oUt 0f . ,oor.ts where. , 
they had just arrived-to.give i 
their crews sh0 re leave, ·. : 

The carrier Hancock left Sin- I 
gapore and . the Okinawa i 
steamed out of Subic Bay i~ I 

. the Philippines, each with big 
t.ransport helicopters lashed to 
their decks,· 'ready to rescue 
Americans ·remaining in • Sai• 

. gon · and possibly some South. 
Vietriamese· as -weltt Both had ' 
participated' iri tlie evaciuiti<>n 
0f Phnom Penh, Cambodia, a 
wee~. qef<>re. 

The carrier· Midway also left 
Subic Bay · to join lhe ·Coral· 

'. Sea off Vietnam, :and the nu­
clear-powered : Enterprise ab- I 

ruptli · canceled shore leave , 
and departed .Manila for the · · 
South China Sea. These three , 

. shi>ps carry. fighter aircraft · 
!hat .would protect an evacua-1 

·bo~ . . . 
' Among the large amphrb1°us 

ships now at sea are the com- , 
! i:nand ship Blue · Ridge, the I 
: Dubuque, Durham and I<~r¢er- I 

I 
i.ck .. They, and the helic<>pter 
carriers, have aboUt 4,~ mar- , 
ines aboard, a force· that. can 

j easily be. enlarged if neces- , 
- sary. The marines would prov-

1 Jde security at landing areas 
as evacuation was undertaken. ' 

'fhere were unconfirmed re- ' 
ports yesterday that addition_!!l 

· Marine air units in Hawaii had 
been altered for possible duty 
in the Vietnam operation. . 

The withdrawal of Ameri-

1 

cans from Sal~~n by c~n.1mer­
cial and rmhtary rurcraft, 

;-meanwhile, has been stepp_ed 
up. though officials would say 

, lil:tle about it. Sill~ the ~o~c 
1mmist offensii.ze began ~ar]y 
'in . Murch, the number of 
Americans in Saigon has ~· 

, reduced from 6,!lOC(to :rew~r. 
· than 4,000 and is belteted:rapi'. 
: idly Oil the way_ dow~ to 1;000 
1 or 2,~a number, that· th~ 

Navy, and,rnarihes•7ould take .. 

lout qui.ckly. b.yhelicopter ... ·', 
Congress has put off until 

this week any a~Qn on Presi­
', dent . Ford'.s · request that it 
clarify , his authority to use 
United States forces: in rescu •. 
ing Americans and South Viet­
·namese from: Vietnam. H~ had 
sought the clarifi<!ation by yes-: 

:t,flrd~Y-. 1 • 
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,-There is no questions of his 
' authority to rescue .American 
, nationals in any case. "1}1~ 
, Congress may -do about poss1- -
'. ble undertaking to ,pull out : 1 

I, thousands, or tens ,of thou. 
sands; of South Vietna.mese r~­

·, mains to be seen. ~. tQo, does 
! the extent to wlrlch it wou!<!. ! 

I prove f.easible. to attemp.t the. ·' 
pullout, for it would have to be i 

, mdone by sea and . the Com- .. 1 

1 munists now are in position to . .1
1 I seize the main escape route 

I through t.he port of Wqng fau; : 
1 Hanoi ··is now repor~ to 
~ have ,13 combat divisions m or 
I near · the Saigon military re­
; gion with an advantage of 2 to 
: 1 or better over . defending. 
. forces, and in a few days could. 
: have 15 divisions there, 
. The buildup of main concern 
· has been just east of Bien Hoa, 
and another, involving three 

· divisi•ns is in ;progress just to 
the south of Saigon in Long An 
province. . · 
· Bien H•a has most of . the 
South Vietnamese Air Fori:e's 
remaining attack aircraft Ef-

1 forts at removal have been · 
1
\ under way air ,weapons a~d 
repair 'facilities. Lo.np B~ 
, similarly is the Army s mam 
\ stor:age area for weapons and .. 
,eqmpment. .. . , , . 
:, The c•mmimists' lQng-range,. 
i !30-mm. guns could hit Sai-

gonis outskirts and the T:ffi . 
Son Nhut Airport from .Bien 
Hoa and, : military s~urces 
said, SA~2 antiaj.rt-1aft. rru~les 
are being moved. towiu:d Bi~~ . 
Hoa. • Shoulder-fired SA-7 . JT'~s- l 
siles have !been in ~· i~ th~ 
Saigon region for some days 
and have knocked d"Wll sev­
eral aircraft, they said. · 
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" · Some of. <these refugees are remove all· remalnlng Amer!• 
~Y DAVID A. ANDELMAN ' · . understqod to have been mem- ~ns t.Q · Clark. , Air. Force' ,offi· 

speciiiioThe :-:,.,·vorkT!me, l>ers ·of famjlies working -for cials. helre; however; have as 

-
C_LARK AIR BA, SE, the Phil· Americans in•Saigon;'other are yet received no indlcations·that 

· wives and children of Ameri- such an operation, like Opera• 
,- , _ , , j ippines, April 11...:.More than cans working there who had ti6n Eagle Pull, which emptied 
..,_. \ 250 South Vietrt.unese rtfugees, neglected eve,r to formalize the Phnom Penh of Americans· in , 

· • -~ l (I) most with oo passports or visas relationship or obtain necessa- several hours,-was being con• 
~, ti). _· ~nd with aio ,place to go, !have ry · travel documents, not re!\liZ• templated for Saigon. , . 
~ j (U 

I 
In the, last two ~eks, amved ing that_ tAi~ situation· was criti• ~- · --- . - ... --~ 

"'"'-4 ,fV'\ ; Hle!faHy .from Saigon ab()a.rd cal unttl. it was, too late to 
Ql ;,..,_, - . .United States Air Force .planes., obtain documents. : . 

.=:r ""nl The l"efugees are being held The e:,cact means by which 
rl · ~< • : !ricominunicado · under state : they managed· to get on board 

• Cl;)· (/) ~ Department orders, unti-1, ac- the .C-141 transports that each 
•;RD ~ • .

1 
· cording' to one' Embassy offi- . day s~ut~e ~t'l'.",e~n Saigon and 

...... · ~ "-.. • cial; "we · <;an figure out what Clark~nng1ng Americans and 
m ....._. ..,_;., ;_\ to do with them."· · tegal Vietnamese emigrants, in• 
t-- --. \""\ - .Meanwhile, .the ·refugees-,- tknlu

0
~Winng •. childr~n~is. stm. not 

· ;:i' U') ~ ~ men, I women . and ~ildren . 
", ,w mariy ! einplcyes . of Americans 'Iiut since their arriva1 at 

:;:1 : q$ j "'" ~t ; in Vi&tnam or othe.rw'ise . oon-. Clark, apart from the enforced 
~ "°"n,• "' ~ '-,. nected wit!, them-wait Mre .isolation, they have' been well• 
..... ~ ._ in enforced isolation. .· . · treated while the State Depart-
< ::s I ~ ~ . Nonuniformed .· ' s~curity . ment processes forms and de-

l en ~ ,~ I" I guardl! at Clark Air Base have cldes where they may .be sent. I rl I 'c ·' been. assigned to' make' certain Their return to Saigon has not 1 

0 ...,~'"' 1 that the refugees do not leave been ruled out but one oftici-al , ·f2 _ n, Ol , the barracks to which they said that likelihood is "bec:om- · 
;z ""'-f. 

11
, have been · assigned. The ref• ing sliniiner by the day." 

H ~ ...., . ..__ I ugees have been denied any ' Thm 'ri!fugees have been 
E-< ~, C:. \ contact with the outside world, · eating regular mess-hall meals; 
:,.,:: , O- •-. -~1--indt1ding access to' newsmen. -· been provided wlUl. teleVision 
P::: v,..,-, '°" . Embassy officials declined to and radio sets and movies and 
•~ ~ ~ . ~'- : discuss. the situation at all 10: · · athletic' equipment, and· have 

. -.~ ._,. .~: day, but the decision, it was been given com_pline i:,hysical , 
2i; t'l · • """" J.~ und~!s.!ric;>~( to "de~IP, and pro- examinations ·. as preparation 
2! T" :-,.-_~. ~.· cess" the refugees was made for possible immigration-to the 

.., .J .. ;::L- , t; by ·Ambassador William H. Sul• United States. . . 
-.. ~~ -'~' livan in consu. ltau·on with s.c·a· te The air base itself, the largest ~ ~ 'l: American overseas, Air Force 
ll') ~I/• Pe!)artm_ ent officials., The. Arn• installatil)r,, reportedly' temains 
~ ·. . } '._ bassador refused today, ,to ,dis-.; prepared to .. a.ccept a~d ,proce~s · . 

. _ ... ,Ji: · cuss tl)e reaso11s for :his,action: .· a fat larger number of .refugees 
0 3., . • , Concerns · or Officials , . shoqld that . become l)ecessary. 

• , A1r .Fotce officials said.today 
However, ft was learm;id ,that · that · as many a:s s,ooo· could .. 

. there •~e several ~ajor .. con- . be handled at any given . tirne • 
terns that -American officials ai the.- ba,;e and that it .was 
have ,been expressing about, p~pared. :to , begin accepting· 
these refugees. . . . · . them immediately. . · ·· 

,-- The jlrfncli,al f~ar 'is. tJ:iat' ''ThePIOWQtAmedcans 
thes~ refuge~ JPay sef a' prece.- .'' Barracks,: two 'hu,e 'amnas 
dent, and there may be ·a flood · 'siilms a,td other· facilities llere 
of future tefugees wblle reset• have been.~learet\ of their tra-
tlement probl~,. are still.unre•. ditional equipment and rows 
solved and tonnal United upon" rows ofiinattresses' and 
States policy has not bee.n set cots have been moved in. Much · 
on the matter;• , . 1 · · · • of this preparation ,was initially 

. further, nci. other nation-:'in~ for the- air lift cf s~uth Viet• · 
du.ding the Philippines, which . namese· children but that' has 
is apparently worried about · a · · virtually stopped. , • · 
potential flood of 200,000 south -· · The base, how~er. is main­
Vietrt~e pouring through taini:ng the$e facilities in . tlie -
Clark Alf .Base here - have · event that a major evacuation 

' agreed to, take any ,,of ,tl).ese . from South Vietnam is ordered. 
Sou~ Vietnamese:.·, ·• . . Meanwhlle, Americans con• 

"~vecyon1f"' here. , also bas t,i!1ti.e ,to_0 ~\ckle throu1h Clark 
watched what happentd at. Da in 11 ·steady stream. Each day 
Nang,'Uiaid one senio'r Embas- . three or four flights land with 
s.y official, referring to ·th• "'sit• anywhere from 20 to 70 Ameri• 
uation· when: thoµsands. of cans'on·boari:l, .. · ... · · .. ::··:, 
south -~VletnanieiV chatdd ''Whliii the latest figures -here 
across 'the field;' nearly over- indic.ate that the American poj>-
-whelining evacuation·'ptanes.' · ulatiDil in Soutti VjetnanUnay . 

· "rt they think 'that they can · still • be · 4,00(> or· more, . ov:er . 
1;ome through here, freely, we : ,the last two weeks ·900, have.· 1 · may have the taine thl~i' ·at · · ·an-lved here on .the evacuation , i 

• Tan son Nhut,". the. 0f1lcla1 fllil:lts, and others wouJd have . 
· continued, :"and it just' might ·. left on j)S}lednl~!I c,ommerclaJ 
, Je<ipardize the departure .. of . flights; · •· ·· · · • · ' ·· ' , · · 

Americans from there." . ' ) J{liw~. With 'the pac:e· of i 
· · There is JlO '' fndlcatli>ff 'ttte •~: 'several nays thr&ugh i 
boweve~, _according tel" people Clark · ci>ntlnu.ing, by the : end 
w:M·have talked with ¢ugees · of next ·week' the--American 
.repeatedly .over. the , last two population hi Saigon could· be, 
wteks here, ,that anything like reduced to 1;000 persons. • . i the Da Nan~ situation was in• At that level, one 1"1"Se 6ay's 

l Vf lved in ~~1r departure. , airltl't of C-5a transports could 
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-- {c~_ 2_ ;c). :';2-_1 _· ·ll'"' 7'~ ,; _._..; r~ -~ r 
, · .. ~ - , ~~ · ,' ·· : · , · :.·, / '··· • · /~~~Vn · \d: lo !\\.'();.1 roc1tl!-.' :11 ){1 

V. ·:· -~ t R ~- d. t·• . -n· ·r· lfJ're·· . 1lanks ck:-11· and ··u11:,, ll'.'t\'(~/1; . le . _. "eu ; Irec IV:e: ": :· .. -- .... · · ~ ·:; ~:~n:~1;:;1.i17_iw garrfwi; .. [ron1 
1 

lJ, N D E .I:' .TIil~- eh•c,11111. · / f • t d • 19 7 5 s.t,ance~. lhc !(ovet;nment has 

I. or ,r1c Of'li. r ur1ng ~ . . ·. · ... · not bfCIJ alJle tu do :µthe1\~ise,. 'f ~f . but the· efted . .lws been Lu 

I C . -- BUT TO THl!:1R· ·surprise as ' !ugll go\'(ff11ll!'.'l1'. ()tfi~.~1, ,.an(: Wi!~ken irs' defe11ses elsewhel't' 
By Philip aputo .· much as anyone else's, the·· · irmy officers and expose the capital to an 

\ Chicavo Tribune Press Service North' Vietnamese routed some . ln. lhe lasl two d.iys, North ~~~f[11th~·os1!:nf~10f#-~·-dU;r1\ti?~'.; .. ! SAIGON-The , Communist of the government's best divi- · \·i':'!namese units in th!) ,area . gaged in, the Xuan 'Loe. fight•, 
high command in South Viet sions, seized two-thirds ·of the ilave: ing are· being atfrited by •.an--

1 Nam, apparently reacting to South, and · drove to within · • Overrun government posi- . enemy that outnumbers_ them::,(
1 its huge battlefield successes striking distance of the capi- ti6ns· north ol.. the provincial nearly three to one .. Also, in·,,; 

in the current offensive, has tai. ' i:apit;;L. whii~:1 has been l!)V·. spite:. of. heavy ·,artillery -bom-.. 
issued a directive instructing 'The April° 3 ·directive, the eied by· incessant Ci;>mrriunisl bardments and air strikes, 'the 
its· forces to press for a rilili- contents of which were shelling. government forces have been. 
tary victory this year; a West- learned by the source· tlliis . • Attacked <1t1<i routed the unable. to b_l:eal, thru Commu-
ern intellegence source dis- week, indicates·that the Com- 52d r~giment .of the goverri7 ,nist roadn1bcks on Highway· 1-,-,::· 

,closed Thursday. munists intend_ to bring the war menl's 18th divi,;i11n in :i battle linking the pro\'inci"!l -town'•,I~/-1@:; 
__ A __ Vietnamese source ~lose to .a conclusion as quickly as neaL· a strategic road iun<:tion the -capital: · · 

possiole by· taking-advantage east or the city. ·· . 
B I t , . Observations in the field re• · · of their superior_ b_attlefield ..,,_ • rouq., 11p r-.o · in 111: ean-

sition - · ; · • "" non ,to \\'itbin rangt• of ,Bien 1•eal that the South Vietnam-
"· · · · · Hoa' air ba~e ·and shelled the ese arrqy. ,,ts tightmg reason-
The source said the docu- ab)y well_ .and i?ourageously, 

ment is significant by what it · runways: threat.ening t<> nei.t- · but the balance. of forces is too 
to high government circles, omits-any mention of plans to· tralize Vietnamese a·irpoivt,:r. rnlli!b inits disfavor.. .. 
meanwhile, said that South seek a political solution to the DURING A' VlSl1' ;rtuirsdiy r MEANWHILE, refugees In 
Vietnamese officials from conflict. . 'Nevert!leless, it i,s lo the Xuan Loe area, this· cor- , . the vicinity told ne_wsmen that· 
President Nguyen Van Thieu thought by II\Bn!Y observers ,·espimdent learned that the large North Vietnamese units. 
on down· are seriously con- h::rethatif'Thieuweretostep Saigon governrrient has ·com- suppo·rted by tanks, are 
cerned about the deteriorating down in favor of a more 111itted an extra armo!'ed:· re.gi. sweeping iliru-Kiem Tan prov-
situation in the battle for the broadly based government; Uie ment and at least one batfal-. 'ince north ofXuan'Lot:. , . 
key provinciial· capital of Xuan Communists would be willing ion of the 5th infantry division ;rhis couid signal an attempt· 
~i 40 miles from th~cap1tal: to negotiate. to the battle. . to ~ut Highway l doser to Sai-· 

The Communist · tree ive · - · THAT F E E L I N G Is not. _ This is in addition 10:. t!-ie gon · and · the beginnin.g. of a 
waif issued April 3 By _the Cen- shared. by those 'iri'power now: lSth' division, at. least, two campaigi1 to· close_ do\.Vn the I 

· N · · di air _base ·a·t_ Bie_n Ho· a and SA.1·zn.. ! tral Office for South Viet am, The •Vietnamese source m - Ranger battalions._ · and.1•. ·the L 0 

ha Sout1i Viel -Nam· s nuge· log1s ·-· 
which serves as the' general cated. that if Hanoi did ve -elite ,first· airborne hr.igade.• - · · ed ·tics depot at; Long Binh. al i. ir 
field ·command for N1>rth Viet- plans to talk, their unei1~ct Tl,e -North Vietnamese, ·as -one preparation: fol'. '.iii · attack on 
namese 'units. fighting in the victories caused thelh .0 re- military sour~e phrase(\. it. the capital, , ·. , 
South. According to the.source, vise their strategy. "are _employing '· the• tactic. of · In trying to coun\l!r tl:is. 

, the order refelcts a substantial "We are expecting a simul- drawing !/1e tiger ·from, the Thieu is fu· aJJosit.ion lik~ th«t 1 

j k Sai f mountain." of a che:;s'·pla::er defei.dtng l:b ch an g e -in .Hanoi's plans,· taneous l\ttac on gon rom This m,,ans that increasmg 
hi h th ff · ' be I d'rect1·ons " he ""I'd , · -of a chess p!;a_..-er: defondii:g_ :hi-.; _L , w ch, w en e o ellSlve - severa 1 , .,.. • numbers ·of Sai,zon·s str.itt:gi(· i::-

ti that the Slow but · kin" with a queen, a ·bisll(ll), 
gan more than six ~eeks ago,, no n~ged blin·,, f twe' mi'li- t•eserves. as well as units! a,- " rum "" o · and a 1e1r pawna a1wins1 ,,n . 
~ad scheduled 1976 as the dec1- ~~• Jl _ctili.n.-,fl'._ll_!ln· xuar signed to otl:er,:sectors of the r,ppimenl who has all his ma-
s1ve year. _ _ _ __ ~ "- , ~!.-oc is~g. c?TIPern a'ffiiiifg cao1tal's nenmeter. are, beiog '.:...ial;,.-pieces. . ~ 
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Washington, ·.I\DJil 17 ·(News Bureau) - The North 
Vi~tnamese Hre·rr!-J1_ ;1 n_g su_rfac~-to-air mi~siles in~o the 
Saigon area and_.f,,,~f,,_s1~uation ·m South Vietnam 1s pr~-­
carious, Army Chie:l.i of Staff Gen. Fred C. Weyland said 
toaiw. ,,~. · 

••The North 'Vietnamese lions • Committee also brushed 
atrength is building up,"' We- aside · t h e Ford request and 
yand told reporters as he left a worked on language of a bill 
closed-door session . of the Sen- authorizing $150 million for hu­
llte "Armed Services · Committee. mariitarian and evacuation pro­
"The military· _assistance which grams. Chairman Thomas E. 
we· are asking for is to prevent Morgan (D-Pa.) said bha,t wlbh 
U from becoming irretrievable." _!lloney already au'bhorized or 

Asked whether the North appropriated, this would provide 
Vitctnamese were moving SAM _- a total of $852 million In non­
rnis,iles to the S'!,igon area - . military aid for South Vietnam. 
as Sen. George S. McGovern ())- · Meantime, Chariman John C. 
S.D.) said earlier in the day - Stennis (D-Miss.) of the Senate 
Weyand said, "yes." He did_ n-0t Armed Services Committee pro-
t·J,.J,,,rate. pos'ed a $515 million militarv 

Unconditional Talks aid measure. This. was basically 
w or d of t h e ' North Viet- Ford's request for $722 million, 

n~ i,·,ese move. came as Sen_. John but reduced so as to pl"ovide 
J. S;,arkman (D-Ala) ·said' that only for '/essential items," In 
tw,, top. South Vietnamese offi- Stennis' words, 
ei,;1; had' told him Saigon was '' I believe," s a Id Stennis, 
prepa,ed to enter into \1ncondi- "That the great majority of the 
tio11i,J negotiations · with the An;ierican people do not want to 
North Vietnamese -and the Viet ·aee the S!)uth-Vietria:mese, who· I 
(',.,, ,. for a ceasefire and a po- feel have fought very well in 
Jiticnl settlement. . the_ two years since we left, go 

Sjiarkman, chairman ·of the down and be totally overrun 
Senate Fon:,ign Relations Com- just :for th'e lack of ammunition 
.mittee, said he had bee_n told by that we could supply just by 
South Vietnam's f9rei,m mrnts: buyil!g it and·-._shipping it: there 
-ter, . Vuong Van Vac,· and'_. Sais ,w_ithout involving our men.''. ... 
gtn's amb~ssad,or to. the U .S:', Stennis s ! d the· .. $4$111$515 
T1,m Kim Phuong, that. they .million ,in military_ aid he pro­
l'l'Ht willing to negotiate a po- posed would enable South Viet­
litical 5ettlenicnt in Paris an<l II liam to make "a real start". In 
military ceasefire in Saigon. The regrouping and re-equ1ppmg 
senator stressed that the negoti- troops for the defense of Saigon, 
ation offer was "without any 1and the Mekong Delta. . . . 
preconditions." . , But a Senate staff report-: 
_ But, said Sparkman, so far, 1upposedly seci"t but leaked , 

Hanoi has refused any negotia- within .a few hours of i-ts distri­
tions un.Jess Sotith Vietnamese button. to Foreign" Relations , 
President Nguy~n Van Tsieu Committee Members.- assessed 
stl'ps <lown, the U.S. ends all the. South Vietnamese military 
ai<l · to the Saigon regime, and a situation as "irretrievable." 
government of "national ,·econ- In addition, the report strong­
ciliation" is formed in Saigon. · ly er!.ticized U.S. Ambassador 
· Consid~ring. Requests . . Graiham Martin for resistlnijg 

As the s1tu•at1on worsened 111 removal of Americans from 
Vietnam, t~ree_. Congress1onal South Vietnam. Sen. George S • 

. c_ommittees cons1d_ered President McGovern (D-S.D) said he had : 
Ford's . controvers1al proposals been .told that the -North Vie - -:­
for nea'rly. $1 _bil_]i~n i_n · ,military namese could ring Saigon's ke 
and humamtanan a1~. I . · Tan Son Nhut Airport with Sa 

Th~ Senate _F.or_e,gn Relatio~s Missiles within 10 or 12 days. 
Committee, wh,eh 1i,iored !fords _______ -~ -- - ---- ~---

. original aid requewsi. was: con-
s'iderin,g a ·$200 million "contin: 
geftcy" fund to.• be used ·~ainly 
lo ev-acuate Americans-and some 
South Vietnamese from Saigon. 

The Hlluse ·Jntcrnational ·•Rela-
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Viet situat3fEt1on., .- , 
. . . "l.,,{,,,. .,i,,, I; I 

'irretrieva ~ ,1 _, 

. · By the /""'#,i ' 
Associated Press 

. · . Washington 
, A secret· congressional re­

port assesses the South Viet­
namese military situation· as 

. "irretrievable" and accuses 
U.S. Ambassador Graham 
Martin of delaying plans to 

, evacuate Americans, sources 
said, . 

. PresidentF~rd says, how­
. ever,· that Sputh . Vietnam 
could stabilize its defenses if 
Congress' appr~ves his 
· request for military aid to 
Saigon and that he has or­
dered the evacuation of all · 
."nonessential" Americans in 
~uth Vietnam., 

• The· military aid request 
1 went before the Senate 

Armed Services Committee 
yesterday. A further presi­
,dential request for $250 mil­
'lion for hurnanitarjan relief 
for South Vietnam was up for 

· action in the House Inter-
national Relations Com­
mittee. 

'---"~----------.,....../ 
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Someof Last Mes_sage_S ___ , 

~~~,-,~i\c_lfd Capita_~ 
The foll~g messages are , 

among the last received by 1 
the As~ociated Press bureau 
in Hong Kong from Phnom ' 
Penh before communicatfon 1 
lines went down a few hours j 
after the surrender of the 1 

Cambodian Government yes• : 
terday. , 

The messages were sent , 
by Mean Leang, an AP repor- , 
ter, and a Cambodian, from ; 
the Phnom Penh Post Office's 
communications center, 
where he had been receiving 
reports from other Cambo­
dian reporters for The Asso-
ciated Press. ,. 

Moonface, referred to in 
the first message, is the nick­
:1ame of a Cambodian repor­
ter,photographer. Seang is an 
{'P. reporter. "Blac~:iacketed 
guys" refers to. the rebels, 
who wear black combat ,uni­
foi-ms. The message reads: 

, "I ' alone in Post Off,'ce. 
Losing contact · with our 
guys. Only guy .seeing me 
is Moonface at 1300 .. I have 
&O numerous stories to cover. 
· '.'Only can from Seang ·still . 
a.t · Hotel Le Phnom. Seang 
told me black-jacketed guys , 
want his bike.." · · . ·. I 
'·; Iii the next message Mona• 
tio is a French term ~for the 
Khmer Rouge- and Vichet · is 1 

a Cambodian photographer. , 
It reads· · 

"I feel. rat}l~r. trembiing. i 
Do not know' how to file ; 
out stories. How quiet the , 
streets. Every_ minute chan- 1 
ges. At 1300'local my wife 
came and saw. me here at 
post office saying that Mona­
tio threatened my famHy out 1 
of the ,hou~ .. VicMt lost his : 
camera to the bla<:k•jaeketed I 
guys. .. , .. ·' 

"Appraclate instr.uctions. 1 
not admitted to Le Phnom 
this morning into Red Cross.J:-;ijii-=~,--.~-----.............. 
security zone. -,Nee,;l press fice and hOme. 
card. I have n~ne:La!t n-ight ."May be last cable today 
they admitted,, ·me'.-ti:> Le• and forever." 
Phnom. The Red Cross. ir3.-
dere.d removal of all belong",, George Espe~. chit"f corre­
ings whatsover havlnf mni• · spondent for The-Associ:i.ted 
tary aspect. Press in Indochina, ~eplied 

"I, "4th a small typewriter, telling Mr. Mean Leang to 
shuttle 'between the post of{ seek safety at.once. I 

DECLASSIFIED 
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for U.S. Eb:Y.iry,.in, ,Saigon, ~f's 
'R.usin.~ss .a~ Usu,J:Amid Military 
"""r;:!z ~::,d'. l-t v .. -:/ ·7 f ,. µ 2.:-A b k 

1 ::,et ac s . 
By JAMES M. MARKHAM 

sp,cla.l to Tlle Ne•,.· Yor'..; Ttmes 

WASHINGTON. April. 17 -
:As Saigon's mllitary situation-. 
has continued· to decline, Am:. 
bassador Graham A. Martin 
has astonishd a number of 
officials here by runnin.g a 1 

"business as. usual" operation 
at the Americ':ln. Embassy in 
Saigon. 

While the issues of cvacu1-
1 ion of Americam from Sai­
gon and emergency, humani­
tarian aid have bec:i upper­
most in some mind,, in W:,sh­
. ington, r.1r. rv1~.rtin .h~s ·been 
scndin:; h'gh-p.-iority cables 
·urg~n;~ lor.g·tcrm ec::.inom:c de~ 
velopment programs for what 
Saigon retains of South Viet­
nam. 

"The day after they bombed.' 
the palace," said one· informant 
referrinz. to a disaffected pilot's 
attack on President Nguyen 
Van Thieu's downtown resi­
dence. "Mar,in came in wilh 
a cable on th~ economic dev~l­
ooment of Cochin Ch'na" 
southern South Vietnam. 

With mere than a touch of 
ironv, one State Depar~me11t 
official said: "He thinks human­
itarian· aid isn't important. 
that the mission is taking good 
care of that. He thinks we 
should look to the future."· 

Mess:cige Distribution Curbed 
Lately, Mr. Martin, who ·has 

long been preoccupied with a 
fear that his communications 
might h,ak to,· .the. press, h~s. 
been sending the bulk of h1s· 
cablegrams with the. )1.ig~est 
possible secrecy class1f1cat1on, 
sharply reducing their distribu­
tion. 

But, among other things, his 
mission has been sending to 
Washington lengthy denuncia­
tions of alleged atrocities by 
the Communists in their ad­
nnce· toward Saigon. It also 
has been sending messages 
chargir.g the American press 
wifo insu'ficicnt reporting of 
such atrocities. 

Mr.'.\ Martin • has -,taken-· the' 
. - pooition that a firm American 

stand in support of President 
Nguyen Van Thieu's Govern-

,--,uent would-fo:'"itselflielp·,sta~ 
lize theS si'tuation, :the· •5ourc~s: . 

:, said;'· • \,, .. :· •' :;· 
, 'Jll one meSS3~e. he wa~ said: 

to- have advised the Sta~e De;, 
partment to "lock up· the panic 
button." 

And the' reportedly told a 
vi.sitar in Saigon that if an 
.evac,uation became nece.,sary 
he ·would talte out "one mi!li1,11 
Vietnamese" and then leave 
himself.. 
· At the same time· tlu,t h( 

. -has been taking thi~ stand. 
a . reliable sourcer· said; seniot 
o;ficials of the Central· tr.tel· 
lig~nce · Agency in -~f!igon have 
broken with the Ambassador·; 
telatiyely optimistic .view o: 
the military sit,iatioil. · 
, Until the r9ut ~f Saigon's 
forces in the northern and 
coc:stal proviaces . last month; 
the same C.I.A. officials in Sai-

. gon took a relatively sanguine. 
·:> view. of the military situation. 
' . llfr. Martin strenuousiy op-

P.Osed iiny, evacuation of Amer­
: .. leans. from Saigon on the 

. groun!t_ that such a move would 
.have 'a demoralizing effect on 

·. the Thieu Government and Sai­
gon'·S armed forces, · reeling 
from their setbacks in the 
nor'th. 

The Ambassador's reluctance 
'"--'fo comiilefo ·the-aetaits"orcori­
. ,,tinger,c evacuatioti· plms 

stirred::;deep-·bittemess -in ·the 
embassy., .... ...,, 
' Umler 'pressure from Con,_ 
gress, Mr. Martin is reported 
to have relented somewhat. 

· ·Since.• then, . under pressure. 
from Congress and the State 

, Department, Mr. Martin has re-! 
~portedly relented somewhat on 

believed Mr. Martin's objection! 
were bein·g ignored·and that orl 

'ders to proceed with the evacu­
ation were being given:· ,. 

Mr, Martin, a · 62-year-ol<I 
career diplomat who has served 
as Ambassador to Thailand and 
Italy, is a figures of legend 
in Saigon for his long . hours 
oJ wor\<. Insomnia. is known 
to keep him up late into the 
night, when . he often dashes 
off sorn e of his most acerbic 
messages to Washingtori. 
, Repre,entative Paul · N. Mc• 

Closkey Jr., who joined an 
eight - member Congressi0nal 
fa~t-finding tour that arrived 
in Saigon in February, re­
mrr\;ed that Mr. Martin did 

, not ~n,pe;,r to be in good health. 
Mr. McCloskey, Rcpu'.JHcan 

of California, s:tid that ,vhen 
he· and Mr. Milrti.n paid • pri• 
vat~ visit to President Thien. 
the Ambassador had diffiwlty 

· in walking up the steps of 
the Presidential Palace, 

·"He's not a well man " Mr. 
McClosk:ey . said '.fn a• telephone 
conversation. "He's .operating 
on will. -His body's not in good 
shape." . 

The congression,1 delegation, 
which··. represented a broad , 

. spectrum of opinion· on 'the 
Vietnam Issue, met with Pres-

. .iMnt Ford on March 5. Secreta­
ry of State Kissinger was pre- , 
sent. .. , .. 

:At the :m~ting, according 
.to several sources, Represent. 
tive John J. Flynt J'r., 'a ·conser­
vative Georgia· bemocrat · who 
led the delegation, told Mi·. : 

_ the issue, although details on' 
retrenchm~n t of. Americans in' · 
Sa/%cn ~~ve not .. b~n p!e11tf11J. 
. .. r . t,?ink_ he s .b~ing over­
ndden, ,said one h1iih-ranking 
State De1;1artment official, who 

Ford that the members ot '1,e 
group were .in ,disagreement on \ 
a number of. questions but, ad• 1 ded, "One thing we, all agree 
on is that your : Ambassador I 
in South Vietnam is a. disaster." 

In Saigon, the· delegation 
members ·were taken aback by: 

· Mr,- :Martin!s -expressions :·~f 
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. confidence in Mr .. Thieu and , 
his anny, his OPtimlstic view : 

--- . "- ~-'---~ 

of their· future alld his widely 
disputed insistence that the 
Saigon Government ' held no 
political' pdsoners. . 

One participant In the meet• 
ing with . President .Ford, .said 
that when Mt. Flynt delivered 
his harsh evaluation of · Mr. 
Martin, "Je'!}'. .didn't sar any~ 
thing. He just sat there puffing 
his pipe." .· · . , . . l'· 
· '. Today, Secretary i>f · Staie 

1 Kissinger reiterated his "full 
1 . supp9rt'.' for Mr. Martin, sa:f~ 
f ing that the Ambassador was. 
_af<;:oritplishlngwith "gr~at ~k\U'! 
1 the difficult job of protecting 
, the lives of Americans in South 
i Vietnam an<l keeping up the 
, morale of the 'Saigon Govern­
\ ment. I · 
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-But the decision involved one 
NEW YORK TI~ - 20 APRIL 1975.(21) J>g.~4 ! of the most difficult operations', 

~~ ~11 ..,_t J'J/ _;_ J-.fl :7 ,,- ~ o . , of war: The planned .withdraw-

v . T 'Jf r ~- r -.... 'j ~ ,. .• , al of men and supplies covered 

1etnam VY/ ar u es Put [0 Roqt;: :Z~!1:;i~e~~!~s~o~g: 

By DREW MIDDLETON 
North Vietnam's unorthodox 

strategy and tactics have made 
heavy gains over South Viet­
nam's poorly implemented mil­
itary orthodoxy, United States 
analysts have concluded after 

preliminary stud­
ies of the fighting. 

"Military The transfer of 
Analysis" aircraft, equip-

f ment, munitions 
and headquarters 

! from Bien Hoa to Saigon; the 
1 concentration of Communist 
I forces, including three fresh 
i divisions, north, east and south 
• of the capital; the increase in ! harassing actions on the edge 
I of the city-all these indicate 
! to the American analysts that 
i., ·• the stage ls being set· for the 
, final act. 
:, The invaders have strength­:! ened their operations against 
·I the hiJhways from the rice- , 

producing areas of the Mekong 
iJ River delta to Saigon, a devel- : 
1l opment that leads many ana- ' 

1

1:,' Jysts to believe that the Com-
l munists' initial plan ls to seal ' 

1
11
, off the capital and wait for a 

political coHapse. 
,j Sidestepping a Rule 

lli In their almost consistently 
1 successful advance through 

1 j South Vietnam the northern 
i 1 forces have ignored, as they , 

. I ~:ea=r~ ~y:t th~tth;;;;~~ • 
i advances must be supported by 
I air power. · 
{ They have also demonstrat- 1 

, ed, analysts pointed out, that 

I sufficient surface-to-air mis• 
. siles and modem, multiple- • 

I mount antiaircraft guns, con­
trolled by radar, can nullify an 

' enemy's superiority in aircraft 
and pilot-experience. 

The Hanoi command appar• 
ently assumed that the South 
Vietnamese Air Force did not 
have suitable aircraft for de· 
cisive intervention in the 1 

,ground battle; events proved 
the northern generals right. . 

The A-37's, Sai~on's some• 
what elderly strike P,lanes, 
were wlnerable to missile and 
gunfire, The F-5,s, built as 
fighters, were not effective 

I when th. ey were converted to 
, ___ fjghter-boml:>ers. --·-' 

• . _________ .L · , enemy offensive. 
I- "Those troops were combat-

Teamwork Is Stressed 
"Growid forces need aircraft 

designed and. built for. ground 
support to establish ari air­
ground team," a retired Air 
Force general said. "Improvisa­
tion doesn't work." 

Some heretics, discussing the 
gospel of air power, predict ,that 
Saigon's remaining aircraft, 
driven out of Bien Hoa by·shell­
ing, wtll not play an important 
role in the defense of the capi­
tal because of the North's anti­
aircraft capabi,!ity. North Viet• 
D1ffll has repol'tedly deployed 
an entir,e antiaircraft division 
to pr-0tect its troops around the 
city. 

Other skeptics contend that 
even at full strength and well 
maintained, Saigon's air force 
could' not have halted the in­
vaders' surge: The a,rgtirnents -

1 over' thi's failure in movement 
t interdiction; regifrded by United 
l States Air Force officers as a 
- major air mission "in sucE a sit-1 
' uation, figure largely in mHi• I 

1 
tary studies. . . j 

U.S. 'Couldn't Stop 'Em' ·' 
"A single man or a regiment 

1
i 

of men on the march. in trucks 
is a mightly difficult target l 
when well defended," one . 

• American military source said. ' 
· "Even when we hiad our Air 
Force there with thousands of 
planes, B-52's, F-5, special gun-

1 ships - we still couldn't stop 
'em coming down the Ho Chi ' 
Minh trail." , 

So the North, such sources'. 
agree, "gave" the South the aiir 
battle and carried out its oper- ' 
a~ions without using: a single 
au-craft for ground support, air • 
superiority,- reconnaissance or 
Ohe movement of troops. 

Long,rainge artillery-the So-. 
viet-made 122-mm. and 130-mm 
guns now deployed around 

1 Saigon-were u~ed ittlstead of 
fighter-bombers to soften south­
ern defense and whip along the 
forces retreating in the Central 
High.lands. 

While the North succeeded 
with its unorthodox approaioh, 
the South failed largely because 
it was llllable to carry out or­
thodox tactics. 

The Withdrawal Decision 
Granted bhe numerical superi. I 

omy of the North Vietnamese : 
in South Vietnam in the first . 
week of March, Saigon's de- i 

, cision to abandon Pleiku and ; 
Kontum in the <::entral High- I 
lands was rationS!l, Ameriean 

'-~~ers beHeve. ; I 
----------- ----~-"\ 
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. ready under good leadership," 
: an A~erican. offic1:r with long 
, expenence 1n Vietnam de­
! clared. "Everything we've 

learned thus ·far bears out the 
old axiom; 'there are no bad 
troops, only bad officers.' " 

Running Out or Options 
. Prol~nged defensive opera­

' tions. in the . north, American 
i sources concede, would not 
: have prevented the southern 
: movement to the Saigon sec­

to~. But, given stronger leader­
ship on the part of the South, 
they ar,gue, the invaders would 

, not have been able to build up 
their strength in that critical 
sector as rapidly as they did. 

i The South has just about run 
1 out of tactical options, in the 
: Ame,i:,ic.an . view. Saigon · can 
i eco~omize on manpower J,y 

moving tback to a shorter !)$"• 
, imeter; indee'd, with fewer thb 

1 '50,000 troops. available for the 
1 
capital's defense, · some Cqll• 
sider the move long over<lifu. 
· Constriction of defense lin~s, 

· ·!however, also involves a t;e· 
, duction .i.n tactical choices,. ,: 

The Southern commanders, 
especially Maj. Gen. Pham V~ 
Phu, now reported under house 
aJTest in Saigon, .fumbled the 
operation. Junior officers and 
enlisted men were nof·toJd the 
r-easods for 'the withdrawal; 

: arrangements for covering the 
retirement were haphazard; 

. the choice· of roads was made 
' without considering the refu• 

gee problem; . no plans were 
' made to direct or control the 

vast exodus of civilian refu­
gees wh~ left with the army. 

When North Was Weak 
In past campaigns, particu­

larly in 1972, American officers 
pointed out, it was the North• 
em high command that. was 
weak in command and control 
of large formations. In this op• 
eration, Southern command~rs 
like General Phu, who com• 
manded the II Corps, failed to 
control any but· their immedi· 
ately deployed forces and for­
got liaison with subordinate 

. commanders ·of other units. 
Consequently, the divisions 

, in northern South Vietnam, in­
' eluding the First, which was 
1 regarded as the army's best, 
'i had little chance either to ex• 

tricate themselves from· the 
1 debaele or to organize the de­
' fense of Da Nang and other 
i coastal cities when they finallY, 
1 reached the coast. 

The terrain around Saigon Is 
, so laced withe watercourses 

and canals that there are a 
limited number of Meas suitable 
for counterattack by the. ar­

-mored brigade that is the only 
force left to the defenders fur. 
tactical counterpunohes. 

If an attack comes, an army 
with its back to the wall- has 

· no 'alternative but to slug it 
L.ou,t'., 
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U.S. Flotilla Off 
I . . . ( 

• Vietnam Coast;·········· 
• -·- ·- - -- I / o 

THE EVACUATION 
' By Jeremiah 9'Leary. ,ul. --:, - - -
, Washington Star Stall Writer J.tJ ,,,,.-,,,-, ' 'J" 

1"': ~ - ! ' 

Plans of the . United States for 
' evacuation of .all Americans from ; 
' South. Vietnam, and of an undeter-­

mined number of South Vietnamese 
·! nationals, moved into a state of ·in- 1 

tense activity yesterday amid signs 
that time is beginning ~o run out. 

-()fficials said 3,212 Americans are 
. known to be still in the Saigon area. , 
: l They are being .flown out from .Tan 

Son Nhut and Bien Hoa airfields at 
an undiscl9sed pace, with the objec­
tive of reducing the nu!'flber to about i 
1,000 by the end of this week. 

Direct control of Operation Talon 
Vise - code name for the evacuation-• : 
has now been assumed by Ambassa­
dor L. Dean Brown, head of a special 
inter-agency task force set up on the. 
seventh floor of the State Depart­
ment. Brown was described by one 
administration source as head of the 
evacuation effort with control over 
all aspects except military contin- _._ 
gency plans in the event the evacua-

--tion effort meets resistance from any 
source: · 

THE PENTAGON disclosed that 
five U.S. aircraft carriers and a 
naval task force of-seven transports, 
.plus destroyers and a force of 4,000 
·Marines are now en route to waters 
off the coast of South Vietnam. The 
force$ inclu9~ the. jet carriers Mid­
way, Coral Sea, Hancock and Enter­
prise and the helicopter carrier 
Okinawa. · The Hancock and the 
Oki~awa bpth carry strong comple-
ments of heavy Marine Corps heli- . , 
copters of the -type that carried- out · 
the successful evacuation operation -=~ 
at Phnom Penh, Cambodia, a week 
ago: -

North Vietnam called deployment 
,, 'of the carriers a "brazen challenge" 
' and a violation , of the 1973 Pa'ris. 

peace accords. A foreign ministry 
statement broadcast by Radio Hanoi 
said the action shows , the United 

, States is interfering in South Viet• ! 
namese political affairs. 

High-ranking U.S. sources report­
ed there is .disagreement between .! 
Secretary of State Henry A. Kiss in- ·: 
ger and Defense Secretary James R. : 
Schle~inger on the speed with with_ ' 
the remaining Americans should ! 
leave the Saigon area:. The State De• : 

: partment favors a deliberate and , 
i programmed departure no'w to avoid · 
. causing panic among South Viet- ! 

~amese offkials and .people while the c·~_) 
_rentagafj ~-~l'l!:i the ej·y,i,J·~~~ ~~•i: -
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cans out as quicklyaspos-' 
sible.· These sources said 
Ambassador· Graham, Mar- -
tin in Saigon favors a slower. 

, rate of departure. l 
1 Kissinger is scheduled to l 

make another and possibly 1 

final appearance on Capitol '. 
Hill tomorrow to testify on , 
emergency humanitari-an 1 
and military aid legislation. 
He will appear at 3 p.m. be-

, fore the House J\ppropria- L _ 
tions Committee, probably ' 
in open session. Some offi- , 
cials are predicting that 
Congress will approve ap­
proximately $200 million in · 
funds for humanitarian aid, 
but few officials hold any 

. hope for any of the $722 mil­
lion President Ford h~d 
asked for military aid for• 

· Saigon's beleaguered'. 
forces. . , 

KISSINGER ALSO is ex-, 
pected to decide tomorrow 

1 
whether he wiJI be able to 

1 
· )eave Washington Wednes- • 
day on his scheduled five-

. day trip to South America. I 
One source said everything · 
i:iow hinges on what hap-' 1· 

pens in Vietnam. 
', Brown, former ambassa­
dor to Jordan, and his . 
deputy, Ciay 'McManaway, i 
have taken charge of the 1 
evacuation task force to cut .. 
bureaucratic red tape and : 
centralize the · operation. 

. One official said, "In a vast 
· bureaucracy like ours, a 
situation like this needs 
somebody in direct com­
mand. Brown reports di­
rectli to Kissinger and the 
,President and he is the boss 
'as far as AID, the lmmi- ' 
gration Service and , 
everybody else except · the : 
military are concerned." r 

THE RATE at which the. 
Americans and their de- , 
pendents are to leave South I 
• Vietnam was being kept se-
: cret because .of the admin-, 
istration's desire to avoid : 
the ;ippearance of a mad ' 
rush out of the country. 

Officials hope the opera­
tion will' be as successful as 
the effott at Phnom Penh -
with no casualties and no 

. panic. But there the United i 
States was able to evacuate j' 

only a handful of Cambo­
dians threatened with 
Khmer Rouge reprisals. 

,In the Saigon area, there 
are some 175,000 South 
Vietnamese Washington 
would like to evacuate if 

"possible. Officials concede 
that such a large number . 
could be evacuated only on ' 
ships having access to a 

I port such as ,YiJo1!gt,a1;1. Ho·v:r­
ev.~. Vu1:n~-.jf:;~G!itll'ti 
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; years. ago and in Cambodia 
: last week, to use u:s. forces 
· to an unlilllited extent to 

·1 to be inaccessible to people­
I in Saigon, so rapid is the 
I-advance of the enemy 

protect the Jives of· Ameri­
can citizens: The sticking 
point, on which Congress 
has not yet taken any ac- · 
tion, is whether force may 
be used to evacuate South 

forces. 

THIS LEA_ VES only' two Vietname.se nationals. 
. realistic .. choices, officials High-ranking officials 
· say: evacuation of a large believe that if Ford has to 
number of South Viet- . use the 4_,000 Marines who 
namese by fixed~win_g are on ships near Saigon on 

· planes· operating from the the South China ·Sea to 
I two major airfields still in evacuate the remaining 
; Saigon tiands,· or evacua- Americans, they could be 
· tion of a much smaller legally _employed to ,cover 
: number by helicopter. At · the departure of So.uth Viet­
, Phnom Penh, the Marines namese or other nationals. 
, used only 33 heavy helicop- But these officials doubt the 
, ters under strong jet fighter legality of . adding more 
1 cover to· evacuate more . troops- to s·uch ·a covering 
, than 200 persons, but t~ere force for saving Viet-

was no real resistance by namese citizens orice all the 
I the Khmer Rouge and no Americans have departed. 

panic. · Officials declined to dis-
; One major . concern is ., cuss the- rules of engage­
' tliat North Vietl)am forces ment that will be issued to 

may be in position to shell U.S. military forces in an 
: the main airfields. Eve.n emergenj::y evacuation 
; worse, U.S. officials say, 1s situation. But it is believed 
i the pos_sibility that S~u~h jet fighters and . gro·und 
I Vietnamese troops or civil- · troops wiJI have unrestrict­
.. ians will interfere with the ed right to employ- all 
1 evacuation through panic, · weapons if attacked by any 
· hate or frustration. force. during the . evacua­
, Although the.Marines are tion. 
I prepared t~ se.nd strong~ It was ·noted at ihe State 
: forces ashore to secure·the Department that Congress 
i departure zone, the most raised no protest about the 
1 dreaded contingency is a ev·acuation ·or some Cambo-
1,.situaUon in which. Ameri•_ dians -~h~n the Americans 
1 can troops are killed or were a1rhfted from Phnom 

I
. wounded( or are forced to Penh even though there 

fire on erstwhile allies who was no legislation authoriz-
1 may try to fighf their way ing it. Should Congress fail 
1 aboard evacuation aircraft to act before an eleventh­
; or use taeir weapons 't.o try hour evacuation becomes 
\ to block the evacuation. mandatory in South Viet- I 
1 

. 
1 nam, these officials are · 

THE ADMINISTRATIQN _ S\!re Qongress will not pi::o­
has ·concluded· that it has test if South Vietnamese 
the legal power; as in the are • included among· the 
Dominican Republic 10 evacuees. 

l.__l •1 j _,,- .. ..-·,.-,.~..,....,..,_,, 
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Communists Gain 

. THE FIGHTING _ 
• Jr~FromNewsServices "1..'!'~ ?:j' 

Communist forces overran the last ' 
government-held enclave on the cen- • 
trill coast of South Vietnam yestei:~ ; 

• day and North Vietnamese gunners ' 
. rendered the nation's most important" : 

fighter base largely unusable. · ~ · , 
The Saigon government lost its 19th 

' province headquarters to the·_ 
. Communists with the fall of Phan. 
. Thiet, capital of the~coa_stal Binh 
, Thuan Province, W"hich is the .home of 

South Vietnamese President Nguyen 
Van Thieu. · 1 _ 

·This left the entire Northern two- .. 
·· thirds of'the country in Communist · 

hands. Intelligence reports said the · 
· Viet Cong and North Viemamese now 
have about lQP,000 troops in the Sai- : 
gon area, outnumbering government· 
troops two to one. 

SAIGON COMM/\.ND .spokesmen 
said early today that North Viet-, · 

! namese tanks' and infantrymen were 
· attacking government defenders at 
Ham Tan City, 75 miles east of Sai­

, gon an~ the capital of Bihn Tuy prov-
, ince. · 
. A senior Viet Cong official hinted 
: yesterday that the Communist side 

may. delay· the expected military on­
slaught against S;rigQn to allow time. 
for a peaceful conclusion of the war. : 

: · The official, Col. Vo Dong Giang; 1 
·deputy 'chief of the Provisional Revo-' 1 

' lutionary. •Go,,.-ernmerit's ."military. l 
· :delegation in Saigon reiterated 
'Communist insistence on two condi­
:tions - that Thieu step down, and 

According to people work­
ing at Bien Hoa, the North 
Vietnamese for the last four 
days have been firing long-

-. . . __ _ _...,_ _ _, ____: range 130mm artillery into 
: that all American "mili~ the , air base with great ! tary advisers disguised as accuracy: · 

civilians" leave the country, "They fire only ·every 10 
: · .minutes or so," said one' 
But' he implied that there aircraft mechanic. "But it 

was still time to meet these· means we have· to stay in 
conditions before a final . our bunkers and-can't do 
offensive against the capi- any piaintenance work oti 

1 ta! is launched. the planes.'.' 
Most Western military A WESTERN intelligence . 

, analysts believe · that . official said the fact that 
; Communist strength around Bien Hoa was now "ex­

Saigon is now so overwelm- posed" to Communist artil­
ing that the capital could lery was a serious develop- . 
fall in days or hours after , meilt. · For Bien Hoa has ! . 

. the Communists launch a long been the largest mili- . 
major attack. tary complex in the Siagon 

1 area, containing the fighter '. 
WELL INFORMED Viet- base; military region head- ' 

namese military sources re- - quarters and a huge supply ; 
1 potted that continued and ammunition depot. · · 
, Communist artillery at• Military sources reported 
• tacks on the air base at . Communist troops occupied 
. Bien Hoa, only 15 miles at least four villages in the 
,North.of Saigon, had forced Mekong Delta· within 14 
: the South Vietnamese to miles of Saigon. All four vii­
move many ofits planes, in- )ages were in r.:ong An 
, eluding all of its U.S.-made Province northwest of the 
F-5 fighter-bombers, in ~to capital. 
•Tan-Son Nhut air base in Navy sources said a Viet-
i Saigon. namese ship spotted the 

Bien Hoa air base is the 1".ed, yellow and blue Viet 
'. government's last major air Cong flag fl~ing on Son Tu 
' force installation outside of Tay: Island 1~ the Spr~tley 

Saigon. It was heavily born- , cham,. 400 miles east ot the 
barded ~Y artillery and ~rt. city of Vung_ Tau. Th_e 
rocket rounds· early yester- cham of small islands IS 
day. · ;- .claime9_ i?in~ly by Vie~nam, 

'. Military spokesmen said thf: Ph1hppmes,. Taiwan, 
. only light action was 'report- Chma and Malaysia; 

~ ed yesterday in the Xuan 
Loe region, 40 miles east of 
Saigon. 

Other military sources 
said the governmei:it also 
had begun to withdraw part ' 
of its large .headquarters 
for Military Region III from . 
Bien Hoa to Saigon~ Mili­
tary Region III includes the · 
area around the capit~ . 

DECLASSIFIED 



• 

DECLASSIFIED 

Orpb_«m. Ajrli!j_Jo Resume- -
. The lmmigratioA and So far, ~3 orph:?n: have· commissioner of immigra-

Naturalization Service h;is been brought to the United : .lion, said earlier this week 1 

given the go-ahead for re0 States under~ the speeded- that when plans for the 
sumption of the airlift of or- . up program brought on by speeded-up movem.ent of, , 
phans from Vietnam after a tlie• deteriorating military orphans from Vietnam : 
48-hour interruption. situation in Vietnam. : . were first made his office ' 

The Immigration Service Whether more than 2,000 was told there were only ; 
announced yesterday that it orphans will be permitted -some 1,500 orphans.·in the : 
bad notified the State Pe• to enter this country will be process of being · adopted. ' 
partment that it can go considered by the. Immi- The figure of 2,000 was 1 
ahead with arrangements gration Service only if there chosen, he · said, to allow · 

• for bringing some 300 more is a request from the State some · leeway in· the pro- · 
·, orphans to the ·United Department. gram. 

States. . James H. Greene, deputy · - Orr Kelty 
The orphans will be part,-·---· · ~----· ----+------___;....;;_ 

of the total of 2,000 children 
'the· Immigration Service 
. had originally agreed could 
· be brought into this country 
even though . all of . the 
paperwork normally · re• 

. quired for admission had 
not been ·completed. 

Only those children who . 
are already in the custody 

· of a Ucensed adoption agen• 
cy_ and :w~ose applications 
for adm1ss1on to the United 
States for adoption were al• 
ready being processed by ! 
April 10 will be admitted. 

-- - --
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300, ;More Viet Oiphans 
C~eared for U.S. Flights I' t}t-d '? J I ' By Bill Richards · 

Washlnl!'lon PO&t Staf! Writer 

The U.S. Immigration and· 
Naturalization S er vice 
granted approval yesterday 
for 300 more Vietnamese 
children to be flo~n to the 
U.S. for adoption under the· 
controversial "Operation Ba­
bylift" program. 

Vern Jervis, a spokesman 
for the Immigration Serv• 
ice, said that questions over 
whether children already 
brought in under the pro­
grarn_fil'e eligible for adop­
tion ·will .-:nave to be an. 
swered-· by courts in the 
states where the children 

, have been placed in foster 
, homes. 
. Jervis said the 300 Viet-
1 namese children authorized 
, for admission to the U.S. 
, yesterday had been 1'in the 
; pipeline" when Immigration 
. temporarily halted the child­
rens•· flights earlier this 
week so that the federal 

· agency could determine 
whether there had been 
"irregularities" in the emer-
gency adoption system. , 

The Vietnamese children i 
Jervis said, were all be: , 
lieved to have been 
screened and to be legally 1 

adoptable by U.S. parents. 1 

Their adm~ttance will bring I 
the total number of Viet- ' 
namese , and Cambodian I 
children admitted under the' 
emergency program to 
nearly 2,000, the ceiling set 
by the U.S. Attorney Gen­
eral earlier this month.· 

Asked whether the ceiling . 
will be raised still higher 
Jervis said, "It could be. It 1 

would not be out of the 
question." But he said there 
has :been no: specific request 
yet that it be raised. · 

The Babylift program has 
become a source o_f contra-· : 
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Opt3ra tiOll iJiibJJ'i;fl Reifii,fiing, 
1if:'f l;~li~,,~iit1:~~l1it_Jkttii~t~!5'::J~~r::.~;1f,; 
· · Cambo~1an cb1ldren •ar11;ved s1on by·Immigration." . · .. cllUdren,}mm1g1·ation wo1.1ld •·· . < . ·<?\ _ .. - · · .• · ____ ,-: 
. 8s~.puµ.~s:Air~o~;<>'n ~~oru;l~F.S. ,::~co~,tai;r'_:'tp.~~J),P.1/;ln,; Jt;,,:.:;_n~t~~(+t~e. -·• p,C?~i~(m,\JJ}a.h/ 11-e~,h~~&t ?[ •. :C:;' :\;xift(;: ; j 

?. ,vntlj.9t1.t_rnt)(!e.~sary- • rel~ases ·, · com!l)issioner:e>{ :thee; lmmF·. ~,.ib~y,-~, ate :; me~1gible : -"bqt ; ,._ _ _ ke~iu_en for:.; tnc -a gen- i\ 
.::·fore .:adopt.i-0n:';SeveraF chil;' : gratiofr·'Service;.1said ''l'hui:s- --'•woi.ild•just'0present·thifiiiid:~"'-c ell' ,estimated that at:le&s• ; 
-,drefr,.told .J11terpretei-s they _ day · that "there- js ~ "no ,.evi- . Jngsfof.Jts~investigation,: : 325.: of ;_the children, in the l 
still''had parents ·uving in _dence that ; these· . (the - • The:"'i.Phicement · of the '•Babylift program had black ! 
Cambodia.lfut had been told Cambodian), -children .are Cambodian. and Vietnamese fathers, but few· were being I 

.they\~ould study in the U.S: adoi>tablet . - . children,drew further -criti- 'placed -with black families. 
-if they;. boarded, .. a plane ,;out _¥esterdaY Jervis kid that cism -yesterday . from -~ree They_ ~id• they had CO!~piled -

.: t-f•PhnQm-iPenh on.ApriL9. ': ;.-ap_'~der aµd,igohe\-but(,April . black social servicf ageqcies a~lis_t·~of 40 ·black _familie~ 1 
.• !Ac<!ording;t~ ;Immigration · f Jci>.all: -'the-;,l,~igiation £i:om ,:.washirigtQri;. Th\troit eager to talie the children, l, 
·Service-,,officlals there.-,were . S/.itvice. off,C(lsi"aroµnd:··the alld . Chi~gf?. The:_ agencies -~ost of them near Detroit, 
llpp~r~pµy ,.,en<>, officials • in '." .country Jhat ;·norie\;,;of: the charged a_t a- pres:i , cpnfer~ said .. had little response when 
ebzu:ge·.of,_tµe,,chlldren,when childre·n admitted'• under ence here., yesterday that they presented the list to ad-
thert,Wf~~;Phnom ',Penh :on a "Operation. Baby lift" wo_ulc:1 most of'the children ira-_the option; agencles handling t~ 

. plane _ at:was.chaTtered by be sent l>aclrto tneFar East. emergency . program who children. 
th · ~i\gt'incyfor Ititerna- · '---- --, . r - -~-~--~-------- •• 

-~°: --:~i~~i~;~stji~t~rs 
an~i,1i!ttr' ~~-~rrim· :¥i'?• 

'.l.. \~!,t_d::the.-S,t~tc 
. _ n· .oegan_,,a,,series -::-

:~£ s'Kwtt~t)iirg\_2a • ·.. •-
y, ·:,t9•,.trY.\to -

. ·, . ·ecutivi! 

-~i~r.~~1:~'.I 
,_ },5~;~~1~_; _ ,,, :i 
; · wf.ie.re-tieJ·m1wenee•1s_ a-Po~'• 
· .sibiiHYt. saiu:o(Js: riiostof., 

iiii1~~¼~li1 
¢1.tiidren m tte PMt, ; _ · · ,,., 'I 

-~- ''lU<!t"i-•··,; ii- s-tlv-~llh•t ~--J 

• 
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Sat1trday, 4µhl 19, 197~ .. . T'HE W A_SHINGJ'ON· POS[' 
1 , , •• R: 

·vi Pillar Of.American.;: 
/ 

rQusiness $teneLeqV~f S<iigon1 
L-.. . t -~-- --·---- . . -----------. 

e 

I 

I. 

i I~ 

'.By Philip A. Mccombs ·. Americari businesses a:'nd penet~able bureaucracy anct\ 
WaThimgton Post Foreign Service• perhaps 350· Ameri~an. busi- corruption here and, ulti·\ 
-'~AIGON-When 'Ameri- nessmen in South Vietnam, mately., by the~war. The\ 

can businessman Peter S. other than contractors in- Co.mmunist · 1972 Easter of­
Giick put his Vietnamese yited here to do U.S. govern- fensive virtually brought a! 
wife on a flight to Eµrope a -ment jobs. 'halt to Glick's growing busi- \\ 

, f~~ days ago, she, said she . Now the American busi- ness:·He never regained his 
h,<;>P.ed to r~turn when things. ness community is rapidly momentum. 'When· the scope 
sEittled d,own. He told· 11er; · disintegrating as its mem- of the current offensive be­
"there isn't any way you're · ·•hers close ,up shop and ship came clear a montl). ago, 1),e · 

· ev,er going to come -back to . out their a_ssets before. the decided to get_ .. out-a de-
this country." probable · Communist take• · feated,: ' ,sad, . frustrated, 

!Gli<ik now I has departed, over. The international oii · · somewhat bitter man: 
I ending nine years in Saigon companies which were 'drill- . "Aniiffica' will probably, 

dµring which he becaiµe · a. , ing in the bed of the So.uth · gain a certain vision as a re: ' 
pillar of the small American China Sea ofNhe coast have. , sult .. of• what is happ~nilig 
business community herE;, decided to halt operations, · here," he said as he sat in 
leained to speak Vietnam- according : to· ·, reliable ·.one o:( the few· remaining 
ese. fluently, and· came to sources. chairs in his othe.rwise 
fe~l deep respect and affec- Glick, 35, is a lean, bald- empty ,apartment iii down-

' tic:in for the Vietnamese peo- ing, suritanned man who town Saigo·n. "But the really 
_ple and ·their beautiful couni came here in mid-1966 as .as- · .sad thing is that no .. Ameri­
try. '• sistant director ,of the Asia ,., cans at hom'e~ar,e _-going to: 

Peter' Glick's story is one' Foundation, a research or- · fully feel wllat a terrible, 
o(pei;sonal anguish that is ganizatibn. ,Three years disaster this is. I 'will.feel-it,. 
sl"lared by ·many Americans later, he decid~d he liked, because my in-laws'are ·.here, 
who b·ecame intfmately_ con- , life here and founded hill . and I'm going to live with it 1 

1 nected with ·Vietnam. His own business • development ., the rest ·of. my life ,through ·; 
departure marks the end of fir'm, Asia Design and Devel- · my wi:fe." . , 
a :charming, expatriate way opment, with high hopes of Glick's · in-laws . 1'were ! 
ofi life: for many Americans, pi-o~pering in an era of s'ta- caught behind c-◊mmu,p.ist . 
aricli it also symbolize~ the .bilization in South Vietnam Unes in Banmethuot in the: 

1 enq of tl!e .u.s: -business and of, eventually building Central highlands. His, wife . I 
· , pfesence here. . . up his business throughout· went through days. of agony' i[ 

When the Commuriis{ of~ . Southeast Asia. ' /' and ' then, Glick -saii:l; ' 
!~five began early .. in Those hopes were initially "Finally we had word they 
_1Tcn, there·were ahout,'150 'frustrated by the_ almost im- wei:e' okay, Everyone liti-
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I . ~ . . - ( 
• Banmetlwot] was issued ID why ·m.i, wife. hasfl,'t ,;Jll;ie'.l•t 1 
\ cards ari:~ h,ad to . dres~ in .PN&onally :and ,f· , sal{Ll . 
I brown, and ,PY wife simply didn't. wa:.nt her to ~#e'i! _::ill 

1 
.. realized- they .wev.en't com- the standing-;· t~ Ji-ne.dl;nd 

frustration, and J,hey 1.iked_ 1 
ing back." , · . -·· tllat." · , · · · ·'·· J 

At that po_int, . he began Glick had also been strug- ! 
the complicated. process of · gling to help his brothets-in,- 1 getting her out of the comi_- · law and their families with , 
try. He spent days getting the snarl of red tape. · . ; 
his wife .cleared thr.01.rgh PO: "My French friends tell ; 
lice stations, land tax -ofr ,me I'm crazy ;to tty,"' he-I 

. fices, salary taxoffices, con- : said. ·"They say· if you start/ 
structiim tax offices, ··'the. helpi11g: a· Vietnamese family : 
Foreign Ministry, ,'.the u.s: you •never finish· ,because·: 

. 4?mbassy, and other bureau- th.ey a·re. so farge. But I .'say t 
cratic checkpoints. . this is wrong. The country is l 

As the wife of an Ameri- about to fall, and it will be l 
can, she. was entitled to 'a hermetically sealed by. thej 
passport' and• exit visa, but . Communists .. ·-You know, -! J 
.Glick believes that With the have to live with this other , 
sudden crush. of th~usanqs····.'. human being my wife :for'; 
of people -trying to lel\ve Vi: ·. ·the.rest.of diy life' and re(! 
etnam: he m!ght ne~~r h~ve -be .. a ·-fool 'not to cio ever/ l 
succetded without ~1~ V1,et, \ _th_in~f-'?an· ·.. . . _ · : · 

1 namese language ab11lty_ · "Seventeen years from · 
, "Th~re you are in line, a n~w;.shfll :be 

0

sitting:on- the I 

I 
white face ,with a me :in b_ack . porch watching the ·1 
yo_ur hand, arid tp.e poor kids and sipping a root beer.: 

' overworked clerk · 1ooks up arid a cloud win dr:ift QY :in ; 
, and . tl1inks, "oli ( my the sky and her -mind will ; 
· God, another S'.O.B. ~ho's . .,,~nap bac;k to this time. I ; 
: going to make impossible de~ : . hope shi:!' ·-will say. to me,. 
' mands.' But then you ~peak ~•you did•what you· coul1dl' 
i to ,him ~n Vietn/m_ese and . . : B:v' the tirrie o( his depa-
' he co,mpletely -fhps the . ture, Glick occlipied a ·-spe-
'. other way a11d ~o~~ w~a! he I cil!l position in· Saigon soci- " 
1• gap :C9t. YQ.U,_T,b~y_aske.d-m.e_'.;_fily_ He' . was past president 

--------i :::,. - ... - . .--_;. 
__ ..f,.... __ --~--=--=--,----------1r-, 

, of the American Chamber of is a par~icipant in\~~ real• we qo it with all 'the fore-
s C:o)hrrierce arid 'a ·airedtor o{ ity and. ihe' agony of' one's_ • signt' of a si~-week old ·ill- ; 
the prestrgious··8i:rcle Spur- . time._'.' ,_,,.. . ,- · _, fant. · . , . · _ 
tif club, to which m'ost lead- . . Glick, who claims , to· un- : . "W.e, _know ·so. little. We 

'.L. !~::i:iiaeTo~:. antl foreign- ; d;rstand · the· Vi~tria~ese · w~;e too h~sY.,Ylith Vletnam 
]!'or ni~e years, Glick has ' better than most Americans~' 'to':get to knoW:/a:rt~,:~eel and I 

,1· · 'been swimming about a mile here, -said -p.e tl}ii;iks thy' - ,,uider'stand thei ,,piace.' We 
a day in the Cercle's Olym-. ·United,· S!ates made.:•· mis-: .. were too busy,nia1i~vering 
pie size pool, and he figured tfl~fS, ~( oy~,r-restr11int.in _its _· · -troops . and desttdying. ,en­
that, at th_e time of his depa- · military P0 l1cY, he,re., , · · . · emy sampans and·,:capturlng 
ture; he had swum several, . ·••we. have- -overestimated· crew:~erved weapons. We 
thousand miles. Each day at . _the .s~mtll_ ;Vi~tnamefe, and. shduld never have·· sent the 
noon he ·could be seen chat- , we have', scandalously eµ- U.S .. mUitary out · here"· to 
ting with friends around the ! CQ"4faged Aheµi to ov_er~sti- ... liv;e in ai'r,ci:mditioneq rooms 
pool in French, Vietnamese,'; mate_,,. themsJi_lVes,'' said .and-:take two Rand· Rs {rest . i 
Chinese or English, or eat, ! Glick; "F9( 'e~ampl~, - we and . ;recuperation · "leaves] , 
ing his standard lunch-sev- 1 p~~hed the yalue-added -tax • each tour, :,We snould have 

. eral slices o:f cold, lean roast : onJp~m--W~' told them yo.u pulled ou,~7lelt5,,jn atJ;i~me 
beef and a soft drink. got;the btams, you got the anda.-fougHt'this -thing ·as a 

"For an average Ameri- _, capability, you:, got · the wat:,taketi'ifsei;ioµsiy,." 
can, life ·in Saigon may · young, gµys· to. ·ao it. Hell, .. .Gli-ck iioi p1;u;~ .either- to 
sound shockingly erotic and tbe. .•adininistration of, .a ... go frito' ousineiis<in. Manila, 
d · G vaiue added taids·chaotic in or· to·· re· tu·r··n· ~o'' th-"'e· ·u·'nfted a venturesome," ·said lick, , , 

. "bufmy reasons for remain- , Europe;- what-could it be but. States. He J:ws nearly com- I 
ing here- are essentially: chaotic here?" pleted a no.ve1'. a_bo,ut. Viet-

1 

bourgeois, mi4dle-class a11d ' . Glick ' thinks that . the mini, arid he- lhinks .he. inay I 
.normal. Y_ou cim _live _ com- , United States "toyed around spend a few ,months first in 
fortably on -modest, n1eans, · with~' Vietnanf ahd never se- Hawaii touching itup: / 
.the weather is. nice, yoyr riously-_ Set ;-out to win .the · "It's an ·adventu'i-~ story,'' 
children caµ -grow up in a war,- -· '·' · said Glick. "A ·guy like me I 
pleasant atn\osphere with "I guess the really great gets. into business here, and 
good schools in an enlight- lesson in living for. Jifne gets rqlled up .in one' or two 
eried,- intet.nl'ltional · commu-. years it) Vietriam_·is the ter: .thinks,.:-- :unwittingly. ·. He ~ -

:nltJ;The VietRame5e people rib1e provincialism jn,·the · -asked,'bY someone to check are intelligent, attractlve ' United States. We -ar.e the out something fishy .. It is 
~d ur~a!\.t. A_¥<l. i~:;f_ a c~11n- ones.d pla~/Llt; .JIJ,~.,' role of trouble fo

1
r him, and he fin• 

;.-m, as :war.,,0:ap.~.!J~<t ee)_s one \VO.rJ . ,.cl~Gl~tPP-,JlV\jc.~l.',· . and ishes bad y." 
1f;ii:,\·,-"l' .. ,. '. 
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Xuantvloc }\sB,!l Builds --, 
NewVort'l'imesN.,..,.Semce ~tected ~o~to Je 10- The Saigon command re-\ 

SAIGON - Heavy North day-old battle for Xuan Loe, ported a series of 
Vietnamese reinforcements which anchors the capital's Communist infantry and 
yesterday moved into the northeastern defense line.•. · a~illery attacks on this 

; battle for Xuan Loe, 38 The new unit, tbe 312th broad battlefront, with nine 
miles northeast of here, as division, left North Vietnam North Vietnamese killed 
·other Communist troops · only a few weeks ago, the and two government sol­

' staged a series of small- informants reported. Its · diers killed and 27 wounded. 
scale attacks close to Sai- presence gives the Saigon claimed 100 
gon. Communists a total of five Communists had been killed 

Reports from the field . divisions.in the broad bat-. and a 130mm long-range 
said the defenders ccintin- . ~lefiel~ ar0und Xuan Loe, gun knocked out by .air 
ued to hold Xuan Loe, now a including the 6th, 7th~ 325th, strikes seven miles west of 

. city of ruins, but they were and 341st divisions. · . Xuan Loe 'on Route 1. 
· surrounded. Some T_he 341st is also a ~ew On the southern edge of 
Communist units were said arrival from North Viet- Saigon, Communist. com­
to have advanced about nam, wpile the 325th was mandos fired B40 rockets 
nine miles west along Route brought down_ in the past and· small arms into the 

1 
1 toward Saigon. . two weeks from near.Hue, large Phu Lam communica-

Fifteemniles northeast of the old imperial capital in tions base. One child was 
, the,capital, the Bien Hoa the northern part of South killed and nine other per-

air base was shelled by vietnanr. sons, including six c~vilians, 
North Vietnamese heavy · In opposition to these were wounded, a military . 
anillery forthe·thirdday. Communist forces. Saigon spokesman reported; 

No casualties were re- bas only the 18th division, a The Phu Lam base, built 
. ported, but a military brigade of paratroopers and by U.S: troops, is one of the 

spokesman said that the some ranger units. The gov- most important.in tlie coon­
,. continued shelling forced ernment troops are all said try ~d h,as been the target 

the : government to begin lb have taken serious casu~ · of-commando raids before. 
moving its FSE jet fighters af

1
_1tihett~nin the past 10 day's AT THE SAME time; 

! from Bien Hoa into Saigon's g g. other guerrilla units attack-
Tan Son Nhut air base. ed two small villages about 
Ma tru ks l O t rt REPORTS from the r1·e1d , I!Y c a s ranspo - five to ten miles south of the 
ed loads of 500-pound and yesterday said that the capital. . Intelligence 

, 750-pound bombs from Bien situation at Xuan Loe was sources have reported that 
1
1 

Hoa to Tan Son Nhut for · stable for the second day. 
safer storage. with the city itself sur- the North Vietnamese·pI-an,[,;_,. 

rounded and cut off and the ned commando attacks in • 
MEANWIUL W C · h · d and around Saigon to con-

1 • E, estern ommumsts avmg a • tinue for the next several 
, intelligence officers said vanced about nine miles 
. they still expected a full- west along Route 1 toward nights. Government police 
1 scale North Vietnamese Saigon. · · · - ... and militia have been put 
I thrust at Saigon in the~next, -;;::;=::=========='=o=n=s=pe==c:::ial==al:::e:::rt:::::::· ~~::::::::::::::-
. fewdays. . . ' 

, (The U.S. Emba·ssy ~gan..:..I 
burn.ing "nonessential". 
papers yesterday, United 

J Press Intemational report- : 
I ed. 

Embassy sources said the : 
papers being burned were 

' classified ,documents no i 
· longer ·considered essential 
to the mission's operation, : 

, and did not include 
i codebooks.] ·· · I 
! To'the east, North Viet-
: namese troops backed. by ! 
artillery assaulted several 
government positions 1 

. around Phan Thiet, a gov~ 
' emment enclave on the •. 
· South China Sea. The de- \ 
· fenders there reportedly \ 
were heavily· outnumbered, : 

:·and Western officials ex-
1· pressed doubt that the city 
! ·could be held much longer. , 

.;. ~ THE WESTERN analysts 1 

said that the most ominous 
development for Saigon was 
that yet another North Viet­
.e-.lffl'lie&e ~~.l!ntd .be 

• .-•j,~ ~ .... ::::::w--·.)i . , 4. ;·• • 
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V VIENTIANE, Laos (UPI) 
:·" - Communist military cams 
--- paigns in Indochina have 
: ;' spread to Laos,' where pro­
> Communist troops backed 
· :, by North Vietnamese sol-
- diers are battling rightist 

forces in three sections of 
the country, the Laotian de­
fense minister said yester-
day. . 

Defense Minister Sisouk 
Na Champassak told a news 
conference that the fighting 
began Monday a.bout 100 
miles north of Vientiane, 
when the Communist troops 

· . overran five government 

North Vietnamese or Pathet i 
Lao initiative and what they 
are pushing for," Sisouk 1 

said. "But these are fla­
grant violations of the · 
cease-fire agreement which I 

_I sµ-onglycondemn.'~ . 
The defense minister said r 

that at lea.st 15,000 North :, 
Vietnamese troops were 
confronting royalist troops , 
throughout the country, in , 
addition to another 35,000 
North Vietnamese forces 
who are guarding the Ho 
Chi Minh trail in eastern 
Laos. 

positions, and is stillcontin- · Sisouk said he had pro- ; 
: uiQ.g. . tested the fighting to Depu-

.;: ·Champassak is a rightist ty Prime Minister Phoumi 
;,,, who espouses· the "domino Vongvichit, the ranking •• 
,-,; theory" ·that a Communist pro-Communist Pathet Lao 1 

:., takeover of one Southeast member of the coalition 
, :: Asia nation leads to goyemment. · 
'.: · Communist conquests in ·"'-- ----- · ·-
'. ~ neighboring countries. ( 
[-~ Besides the fighting in the 
:-north, he said fighting also 
•'.. was taking place in south 
: and central Laos, a nation : 

C bordering on North and 
;7 South Vietnam, Cambodia, 
! Thailand and China. 

"I don't know if it is a 
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tv--···;r:~ u;"
t,t.i~ .. •·•·.~D7-) .. e~•f·. ·e·.•·-·n;s .. :e··.:pj.·--·a· -ct· .. M~la May-End ., . ~- . . . . .. . , . 

··MANILA~The Philip-' zone in the---south'west Pa- · :secorid-iargest·· city ·"have . about U.N. relief aid, ,a U.N. 
pines may scrap its mutual cific., · '· , .-• bee'n 'niotei:i back to .their ,spokes!TIJ!JJ sli~.:~· ·:.: ~/ . 
defense. :treaty, , with •the · · ·· · · · · •. · · }10mes fothe countryside, . ·. :,T~e .,spok~gnan .. ~.clined ' " .. , .. ,. •. ' . ~-Taiwan-,Pu]fohi"·. ' ;:,, . ' ) . . . d.' comment Ole r,eports that 

· United States and take over . · ., .. · .. · , ,,: .. ,, . _,.h_e dispatch ~l_sq :<1uote : · w'aldbeim ,¥1igfif ~<>u11.cj. out 
\ two American niilitary 'bases · TG~)'D-"-'i:Abqut l,'ZOO U.S. Vietcong authorities as sa,:- the Communists.. ori a .possb 
I 1'f thati;is ln· its national in- · Air .Force personuel wiU' be '' · th t s·. th V' t · '· · · pulled ·out of Tatwai) in .the mg . a . · OU . • le nam.ese . ble Vietnam ~ase:fire or. a: 

I' terest, Pr.esi.dent 'Ferdinand I n·ext .. few: months;c;Jiedµcing : soldiers . .who surr.endered. ·deciaratibri ·:or Sargon• a~ all, 
E. Marcos ~aid yesterday. '' A .. meri,can ·rri.ilim. ry; sti;epgth I when, the ctty fell were-free : '. "operi:dty." ·: . . ' ' . r, " ., •; 

I •·1n his sh~tj>est st'at,ment on·:tlie'.islarid: to" chl-etaker, to mo~e..abolit but.that offi-'. ' ·' c·: • ;: · 

I
I yet on the In,docliina situa- .status, u.s>·Il\_ilitary so.:W-ce~ : :cers _ll-1!,d ,b.een,,sent .. to "re-e_d: : . Fo:r. jhe' Reeord'.'''..:'. 
··t· •u , a·i·d he i·s <'all .. . - -· ucation·· centers." The-- dis- ". ' · : - . , .. · · ,, : · . 

ion, ·iviaFcos s . r ' said. : ·,. . . :· . , '.. P. atch said the Vietcong·m. iii-. ' .·,: • Twenty .. ~o,ung Can;tbodi-
'i 'irig a meeting ,of his foreign A.t. .. its -··~eak five years• ; t ,, .... -- , , ·· , . , ans uncertam whether .. they 
Policy advisers next Friday· · · · ·. ., 8. • h T · • ary presence was mconsp1- , · . , · -- ·•· •. · • · . 

. . : . ago, U. ' trengt on . a1~ ; cuous and that patrolling ' will return home oi: ~:ven. if 
1 · A' •main. isstie; he said;- is'· wan, ~as ~.000 men. The cup- l · ct· . - , . d i a Cambodian navy still ex-
I Possl.ble takeover .of Clark. ren·t·· force i's 4""" Sources sol iers · were · m u gent · ··t· · · · ·t· ·-··a· t-- ··---g· --, ,.,vu. . . i - 'th· th• ·h · , - d 1s s, con mue ram1n ,as 
l Field, headquarters of the · · said the force will be re- : even WI ose w O Ignore iusuaratthe'iritel'Iiational of•J 

' 
U.S; 13th Air Force ,about-:-50 · - duced- by· ·withdrawing- the ' the 9 ti.m. cur~ew. 1 •f· · · d'd· t · ·-,., .. · .. 1 • ;,., . . -.. . An •·pp .d. th f . 1cer, can 1 a e._ ._s-,uoo =·-
miles south of ·Manila, and last of four Air·-Eorce squa• ' ... .n , , _1spa c rom Newport. R.I.. . . · .. · 
Subii:: B'i1y';Naval Ba,se, a- ma~ dro,ns s1;;i_tioned iii_ ,~ent:ral Saigon . q\l,oted ~wo young ; ' . • · .bou'glai/ McMirlh; 'a· re•· I 
jor supply:and· repair facil; and south~rn .r~i~an: _ _ Frenchmen who escaped the .. ·tired British. hardw-ar.e; 
ity of th,e:' u.S,·. 7th Fleet, Meanwhile, in: Ta1pe1, captured t~wn. of_ Banm_e- ·whoiesaier · who_. sold hi!ti 
about 90 miles northwest of; · Presid~nt. C: ·· Ki Y~n said : thuot as saym~ for,~ign~rs m • business six months ago for 
Manila. the '11ruwan government has , the ?entraJ H,ighlands to:wn about. $3.5 million and gave 

The two· installations._.are. no douibt_ •.that the_ :U.nited> have been t.old· by tM Viet- two-thirds of. the· money to 
covered by a military.' bases ' . St_ates wrll keep its co~- J c?ng the)'. are free to. con- his, employees; has donated 
agreement concluqed. - '· in · mitment to· safeguard Tai- tl!lue thei.r Jobs b~t n~t to : $115,000 for .Indochina relief. 
1946. About 8,000 American . wan. •leav.e the. are_a u,ntil Saigon · ' • Twenty ·delegates from 
military personnel are· at has fallen. Communist.' African and: 
Clark and about 5,500 at Su- Life in -Danang Relie.·f. Aid · Arab' cotint~ies' at a human: 
bic Bay. The bases employ DANANG-A staff corre- , rights conference in Geneva 
about 46,000 Filipino-· civil- spondent of Agence France- UN.IT·ED . NAT IONS-A condemned evacuation· of 

I 
ians. . . '· . ·presse reported that the city ; personal' envoy of United South Vietnamese Children 

Marcos said next week's isl. calm, the streets: 'fuIJ · of I Nations Secretary· General . · to the United States as con-
, meeting also will disc.uss up- life.' and that many of the . K1,1rt Waldheim has been .in . tr(lv_el_ling Geneva. Conven-

J ·grading· --the ··Philippine tens· of-·thousands of- refu- Hanoi about a ·week confer-' · tions·for protection. of.civil• 
·'armed forces and possible gei:s who had crowded into ring with North Vietnamese ians. 
establishment of a neutra,l wha_t was South Vietnam's and Vietcong authorities i ,From staff reuol'ts and news•dispJicllea 
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r-. -By si;:;;J ame;Oll-- ··--r1 
" . , Los Angeles Times f ,~; : 

, · -BIENNOA; Soutl} _ Vi~- \ 
nam, April 18 -- "In the 
United States, what do 
Americans die of" an· old · 

· lady, her jagged teetlt dyed 
black, asked of a Vietnam­
ese interpreter: -sipping tea 
with two Americans iri a 
shop by the ,side of , tlie • 
·Dongnai River· here;-. . 

r. "In Vietnam, w_e, . die of 
, war," she said in response to 

her own rhetorical. questi\H/. 
The _old woman, _ dresse\l ·: 

in black parits; a shabby · 
blouse .and a· concial stta~ 
hat ·shading he.r wrinkled 
· face, ·appeared to· !,Ufr1 up 1 • 

the ' fataUstic desperati._on 
which -has overcome this 
city's 112,000 peopfe. · · ' ,, 

They .. ;know. it is 011ly a r. 
matter' of time before South 
Vietnam's !'lo. 1 air base for 

' fighter. planes at the edge 
of which they :live is threat- · 
ened.- . -

"This · tiine I won1t flee. 
I'm foo old:"she said. . 

Phanthiet ·anct· Phanrang, 
capitaJs_ of Binhthuari and 

' Ninhthuan .provinces to the 
northeast were lost -yester­
day, although .ineffectual · 

· "p.ocke.ts of· resistance". re-
-111ained 'in: pnanthiet, knowl­
·edgeable!sources said,- Tiley ! 

were the. 18th and 19th capi­
tals of :South •Vietnam's l 44 
provinces to. fall. 'Their: ta1<e-) 
over· completed North Viet­
namese subjugation of aH of 
the central and northern re;. 

' gions. of the country; · . 
· A strong stand.maintained 
for more than a week by 1 

South Vietnamese forces at / 
.Xuanloc, capital' of· neigh•· , 
boring Longkh_ ,anh Proviµ. c~.-- I 
was now reported to roe ,te"1-' ; 

_ _!irtng, ' ,:,_ ·, ;_• 

DECLASSIFIED 

1--:-Next in line onfue road 
1 

i to Saigon was Bien.ho~, 
I home of South Vietnam'-s 3d 1 

; 1
1

-~~~~!:~~g&f ~R!Yca!1t~~: / 
_ nearby · Longbinh, the na- , i tion1s biggest equipment ' 
, and ammunition depot.,..· · · ! 
' "We are the objective," 
1 · said a u.s: ·official in Bien; 
l hoa who· ·asked not to be 
i identified. "Xuanloc is just 
! a pause iu the road to here." 
/ Already;. con~iderabie 

damage has been inflicted 
on the massive air base. 

On Tuesday night"a ·rocket 
barrage on the base wa:'t'fo-1-' 
lowed several hours later bs• 1, 

a suspected sapper attack on 

~'1th ainlnunition dump. In a 
.four-hq:ur fire that spread 
for more than half a mile , 
over parts of Pie massive 
base "Jar.ge'?. numbers of 1: Soutfr: Viet-namese ro.ckets, 

i · as well •as a large· amount of 
11 ammunition for small arms, 
( were . exploded, creating , 

1blasts and reverberations so: 
. strong.that U.S. Ambassador i: Graham Martin· was awak:-

1 ened 15, miles away in Sai- , 
; gon and· called Bienhoa to .. i 

1 
• ask ~~at, happe'~e,d .. , . .• i 

; : 1 • A few 250- and 500-pound', 
bombs laid out .for. use in a 

I, pfarined Wedi1esday inoi:'n- .· 
· ing air strike_ also blew up, 

sources said. - . . -
• A hug~'. bomb _gepot; how­
ever, \)'as n.ot: da¢aged. Af. , 
ter •the sun came .1up Wed-.. 
i:tesday,' the air 1:iase was hit I 
for about 10 minutes with 40 , 
rounds of rocket and artil• 

DECLASSIFIED 

1 

lery fire. It was the first 
: -time since the 'i973 cease-fire 
'. th!!t the•' base,' once a rµajor 

U':S. · Air' Foi:ce 'installation, 
'had been•hit by artillery, al­
thqugh '. rocket attacks have 
been common .. 

An urisp~cified number of . 
propeller-driven • airplanes 
and ·som·e· of the base's re­
pair silpps \VE!re · d!!rnaged or 
destroyed, an official said • 
N\) jets were :tlit. · . 

Thursday morning, artil­
lery· •fire, from:.'. ·eitheD big 

· 122-1\llM. or .130-mm. guns­
u,tartedcoming in_ again. Vi-

etnamese Air Force planes, 
I ·howeyer, k~ocked out some 
: of the artillery: and it ~top­
i per} .fitllik after. only four 
: roup.ds: -.. 

Officjals here were still 
not r~la~ing.' 

"There-- is a minimum of 
three North Vietnames·e di-
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!visions in Longkhanh ·Prov• 
ince, only some :of wfiich are 
pointed at Xuariloc. Most of 
them are po~nted 'in this di­
rection," an: official here 
said.· 

base in S:aigon, ~ith•:some -. 
o~e;Jr~~ding, official~ said. 
· But the massive depot at 

Longbirih WaS-anothei: mat• , - _ 
'ter: ... ' ' ' 

In Saigon,-another official . "If we lose Lorigbl:ilh ~ ,.;" , 
said the :(all of '.Phanthiet an. ~ffitfai ~aic'!. 'his _'.;i>ice l 

l and Ph!inrarig ~.9uld free at : · traili~{of{ '. , '· . •· ··., · 
• least an additional three. · · · · '. . . .. 

North •Vietnamese divis~ons •· Amencan-.techmcrans and 
to head this way._ . . . ·· ' ' electronics specialists" em-· 

Such an array 'would • ployed· on civilfali contracts 
vastly outnumber the forces 1 • at Bienhoa ah~·bkse were be• 
Saigon has committed in the ing; tr.im~ed back. ' .; 
area.at this time: the 18th · · · ·· • · r · · 
Infantry Division, the 3d Ar• . To~nspe_ople,. for the,most 
_m<:ired ,Division, orie air• pai;t, were ·uneasy. ·No exo­
borne. brigade, and' elements , dus has . started:· and som~ 

1 
of . another . armor brigade . said. they-w.o.u1dn'Hlee. ·; · : 

( and some mai;ines. . .. · . "It's the basesthat's, :going 
, Propeller-driven fighter· to hit,·:notus," ·'one· shop-: 

:. plane.s; F,5 "jets and air force keeper· . said~ · ;, and: .. :, •then , 
: maintenan~e and repair op- added.: :'Bes}<ies1 -whenrcan l 
•. erations at Bienhoa could be we · go? Sai~on is- just a_.. ' 
' hou,sed in Tansoii.nhut air·· pther,.15 miles.''. : · 
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Guerrillas Hit 
'Radar Base af 
Saigon's Edg~' 

. . • ,1 

,ln oi~ Man's Search 
! ForJI,isSon'sBody 

. tv.l" c4 . Uni)ed P~ess Intern'1ctio~al · / f ~ 7j""° : 

·Laroe Fo~· e ··.· ;1 . 
t, , • .;{P - :,.;-i 

lm~~~ity \; 
From News Dispatches -

SAIGON, April 18 - A: 
major communications 
center .six , mi 1 e s from. 
downtvwn Saigon was at-' 

. tacked 'by Communist 
commandos today as re­
inforced North. Viet-

, namese forces pressed tb, 
ward the city . 

South of Saigon in the 
Mekong Delta, Communist 

; troops w.ere \ reported to , 
:-·have infiltrated three dis-.·: 
, trict towns · about 20 miles i 
. from the capital in what ap- ! 
! peared tci • be another at-' ; 
' , tempt to cut off the city, j 
I from its food supplies. Gov-
' ernment planes stepped up 
· air strikes against the towns 
J in-Longan Province, the·sai-

goiicori:imimd said. · 
1 

Reports from lVIanila said 
the nuclear-powered aircraft 

XUAN'.l'HAO, South Vietnam, April 18,;.- The old man I 

-

' wrar!ng ~ p_ith hel1t1;et went from one stranger to another I 
€ this village .on Highway 1 today, telling each of them: 

South Vietnamese soul'tes 
said revised troop estimates 
showed the Communists 
now have about 80,000 men 

i: :.::_ ~-~~ :~ _::._·___ - - ·-­
. ciwrier USS Enterprise­

bl,',ke· o.ff a five-day goodwill · 
- ' vitit only hours after it be-

;· gan and sailech suddenly for I 
1 · atj. undisclosed-destination. 

L just want to see my son one more time.'/ . 
His son; he said, was dead, killed Wednesday two milek 

from here in the rout by ~orth Vietnamese forces of the'· 
52d regiment of the government's 18th Division. 

Hoa1.1g 'Pinli_ H~y, 70, a retired architect from Saigon, 
has been at this v.1.llage, 27 miles northeast of the capital 
for the past two days trying' to recover his son's' body. ' 

:,Huy held a han~-drawn map which:·he said, showed the 
precise location ,of the body- of· his son, a captain in the 
5~d Reg~ment, which was virtuaily wiped out when the 

, 7~h North Vietnamese Division swept past besieged Xuan-
loc to· within 23 miles of, Saigon, , ; ·. . . 

1 , ~oldlers who had served w_ith the capt;iin had given 
th~ map to Huy when theyinformed hii;n of his youngest 

, sop's death. The map was._crude but it was precise enough , 
to: show the v~ry hut. in Apnguyenhue village, where 

, the body of I-1uy's son lay:.. .·. · 
· yov~nment soldiers . moving slowly in a column to- _ 

~~rd A,pnguyenhue tefu-sed to pei:iriit Huy,·to accompany. 
them. · 

••~oo dangerous,' theY said. : . .. 
. A.nd it was, of course, eyen for 1m old man who wanted 

: to see
1
his youngest son just one more time.' . 

· · ...\ · He moved away to talk to others, pointirig at his cruti:1-
~~d map as he did so. They listened, syrilpatheticall'Y it t-' :~_ed, then turne.d away to ~-:1. with problems of their 

' 

1 
within 45 miles of Saigon 
including at least part of' a 
commando division believed 

, already to have gone und~i,. 
ground in the capital itself, 

Communist sappers arn:iect 
with automatic rifles and 
antitank rockets killed a 
child and wounded nine 
other persons in an attack 
on the Phulam radar and 
radio communications cen­
ter on the southwest ecl:ge of 
Saigon. They blasted at least 
three openings in the fences 
surrounding the vast facility---·· 

\ but were driven off by 
I South Vietnamese . ground 

' units and helicoptet gun­
ships. 

Military sources in the 
field said major Communist 
forces had bypassed the bat­
tered provincial capital· of 
Xuanloc and were heading 
for tl1e vital Bienhoa airbase 
15 miles northeast of Saigon 
and within shelling range of 
the capital. 

Radio contact was lost Fri­
day with several points in 

"the Saigon government's 
last central coast enclave, 
Phanfaiet, 1-00 miles east of 
Saigon, and it appeared that 
the area was under pommu­
nist control. 

DECLASSIFIED 

, 'Q.S. officials refused to 
: f!Olllment . on speculation 
J -t~ii

1
t the carrier had been ·or­

' deYed to South Vietnamese 
, i .'3/aters .to aid in the evacua­
; tion ';lf Americaris .. 

, The. U.S. embassy in Sai­
gqn continµed to ·burn docu­
m~nts. Sdui·ces said the pa-· 
pers being burned were clas­
sified documents no longer 

I consi(lered essential to the 
1 
e~bassy'~ functioning and 

' ditl nor include code bO(lkS 
• or;-:other·top secret informa-

ti-;t,c 
. J;outh . Vi e t n a rn e s e 

soi1'ces, in reporting the 
P~~sertc~ : of · about 80,000 
C~muuist-troops within 45 
miaes of the capital, said 
,t:htre are about 51 000 com­
bat-effective South 'vietnam­
est troops around the capital . 
ai;Ml an estimated 100,000 ; 
hlne g-uardsmen, including : 
t · nagers and men too old 
f normal militar57j1£lervice. ' 

-he soured saict'Wle Cmi1, 1 
n\~ti;_ a~d · South V:~.t<,l 
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.. , na·mese have abou · equal 
·. · r num'frers 9f armored vehi-
·.: cles. ' 

South Vietnamese mili­
tary sources said ·there were 
four Communist·-divisions 
northeast of Saigon in the 
vicinity of :Xuanloc; one 
slightly to the west, near 
Bienhoa; one· to the south­
east near -Vungtao and one 
to the southwest near Lon-

• gan, 
-In addition. me· Commu­

nists also have 'an artillery 
division with long-range ar­
tillery, an antiaircraft divi-

, sion, a tank division .and a 
l commando division in the 
'\ capital vicinity. 

' U.S. embassy officials ,said 
I they were stepping up the 
'· evacuation· of Americans and 

their families but the num­
ber actually' leaving · was 
smaller Friday. Only 35 eva-

. cuee,; arrived at Clar-k Air. 
Poree Base , in the 'Philip, · 
pines, a . drop from Thurs- . 
day's 140--the highest· num­
ber flown out in one day 
since President Ford or, 
dcred nonessential person­
nel to leave South Vietnam. 

The 28 members of a 
. South Vietnamese regional 

archipelago island , of 
Songcuutay apparently 
abandoned it three days ~go_ I 
when- three Chinese ships 1 

came close by, according fa. : 
. military sources in Saigon. ·_ 

Radio contact with 
Songcuutay,. one of 57 is­
lands and atolls in the archi­
pelago 500 miles out in the 
South China Sea has been 
lost, officials said.' 

H. D. S., Greenway of The 
Washington Post Fore-i,gn 
S~rvice reported, from Sai­
gon: 
Th~ gove171,~ent's military 

position continued to deteri-
. orate FTiday as North Vietna­

mese troops attacked and 
overran the costaI · city · of 
Phanthiet and increased th'eir 
pressure on Highway 4 Sou ti\ -
of the capital by rolling over 
seven government outposts in 
Longan Povince acco,rding to · 
miiitary sources. · 

The pace of the battle for 

\ force d~fending the Spratley 
\...._ .. _ - ---.----

Saigon, which many miUtary, 
sources now believe_ has be✓ 
gun in earnest, is accelerat-
11ig. It is so far taking --the 
form of coordinated attacks 
to cut- I-Hghway 4 to "tpe 
Mekong Delta, over . which 
much of the city's food trav­
els; and perhaps. to bru,sh 

. ' by the government troo,ps 
around Xu'anl-Oc, in order 'to 
attack the big government 
ba'$e. ~- Bienhoa. 

SOUTH VIETNAM 

Mekong Delta 

' ·, 

,---xuffiarysources said that 1 

; it was doubtful ·that Xuan, I 
1 lci,p could be held '. much ! 
1 1C,bgeJJ -and •that south yj:ef- \ 

I 
l!~ese trQ.pps may sol'ln ery J 
to break out of the Xuan­
foe pocket in the netit few 
days :in order to take up 
-defensive positions for, Bien-
hoa. · . 

The loss qf Phanthiet on 
the coast leaves the . way 
open for- a North Vietnam­
ese sweep towards the port 
of Vungtao about 120 miies 
further down. the coast. The 
government is expected to 
make every. effort to ·defend 
Vungtao. because t-he, port 
atid its peninsula command 
shipping lanes at t:he en­
trance of tlle Sa1gon river .. 
It's loss would cut Saigon 
off from tlhe sea. 

. . In. the delta, military. 
/ sources said that the loss of 
, seven . outposts in Longan 
1, seriously threatened the.de· 
' fense lines of Tanan, . a pro· , 

vi'ncial . capital 28 miles 
south of Saigon on R,te. 4 .. 
Intelligence . sources are 
predicting a major attack to 

1 
permanently cut the :road in 

l order to isolate Saig?n from 
the delta.' 

BY James K. ·Ect.,·ards-TY,e washilljltoa l;'(lli6 · 

. ";~' /1;.~~be1·s, de'signat~ maior ~igbway• eounectirig Saigon wi~h the provinces. -~ .... , •.,, -~~--__:_.:_ __ --'.,.,,..,,-----------~~-----
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PhnomPenh 1 

Evacuation ,,~,, 
IaP~~~~· 

The · new· Khmer R'ouge 
. authorities in the Cambo-
. dian capital of Phnom Penh . 
1 cailed on th~ 2 • million in- l 
\ habitants of the city to evac- · 
' uate it yesterday because of 
\ what- they said was an imml-: 

- ' nent.U. S. bombing attack. 
Several Khmer- . Rouge 

spokesmen de'riied that 
there .had been ,my such 
evacua~n~call, but the 
FrenclJ. Foreign 11'Iinistry 
confirmed it after receiving 
reports· from its. consul· still 
in Phnom Penh. Prince No-

. ·- ..c.., rodom Sihanouk, the titular· 
· leader of the , new govern:· 1 

; ment alsp confirmed it in a 
Frei1ch·radio interview from 

; Peking;, 
· P·hn◊m Penh is a, 

"bourgeois" nest which must 
· be "cleaned . out," Sihanouk 
. told 'the radio station Eu- . 
rope No. 1.. 

The Soviet news agency' 
'Tass said that "scores of 

, thousands" of peasants were 
going · b.ack to , tlie.ir farms 
from the citv. · It said t~at 

: th_e 'capital's normal pop la-
tion · of 600,000 had b en 

: swciilen to 2 million by refu-
gees from the countryside, 

A report received in Bang­
k~k; capital. of neighboring 
Thailand, said that Khmer 
Rouge loudspeaker trucks 
toured the city warning that 
"American bombers" were 
about to "raze the city." The 
loudspeakers reportedly told 
residents to flee at least a 
dozen miles into the coun­
tryside. 

There were immediate re­
, port~ · of panicked evacua­
tion scenes, but a later dis-

. patch from the French con­
sul in Phnom Penh radioed 
to the French embassy in 
Bangkok said that the city 
seemed quiet and. deserted 
after the initial wave of de• 
,partures. 

He said that 2,000 foreign-' 
ers had sought refuge in the ' 
French embassy compound 
from the Hotel Le Phnom, 
the neutral zone set up by 
the International Red Cross 
before the fall of the city. ' ( 

Among those reported to · 
be safe inside .the French I 
embassy was Sidney Schan­
berg, the correspondent of 
The New York Times, con• 
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.'tr='ary to a Thai- radio report 
that he had been shot by the 
Khmer Rouge. 

Analysts · differed over • 
. exp1anations for the new 
rulers' desire to empty out : 
the ~pitial.. Some suggest- , 

1 ed that the authorities· did ! 
· not- want the problem 'of i 

feeding so many people 
1 who had been ·subsisting 
on U.S.-provided rations: 

Others suggested . that 
putting the people on the 
road would give the Khlner I 

( Rouge . an opportunity to 
· screen them more easily 
for persons they wished to ' 
imprison 01; elimfnate. An• 
other possible explanation 
was ,that emptying the ci­
•ty's homes would give the 
conquerors the opportunity 
.to search them and to make 

. a housing -inventory to al-
1 locate - ,quarters for those 

they wished to establish as 
residents of the capital. 

Radio. reports and . news 
a. g e n c y dispatches from 
Cambodia "were cut.· off by 
the n~w authorities. 

Thousands of refugees re­
portedly stormed ThM bor­
der crossings, even though 
'the Thai government had 
closed the frontier to pre­
v~nt just such an influx. 
The· refugees. who pene­
trated the Thai barriers 
wei:e safd tp include a num­
ber _of high-ranking Cambo-. 

d.tan republican. milit,ary of­
ficers. . 

('i long list of governments , 
~cognized the new Cambo- I 

, dlan rulers diP.lomatically, ! 
,,'.- Heading the list 'were the ' 

five members of the Associ- I 
ation-of Southeast Asian Na- i 
tions (ASEAN)-Singapore, · 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Thai- f · 
land and the Philippines. : 

Other countries recogmz. 
· ing the Khmer Rouge gov­

ernment included neighbor­
ing Laos, Japan said it 
would recognize it as soon ~ 
as it Proves its effective 'con- 1

' 

trol over the entire territory 
' ·of Cambodia. 

But l;!ihanouk was quoted I 
as ,telling a Japanese visitor I 
in Peking that it would be· 

, a numb.er of years before 
Japan would be petmitted 
to reestablish ties with Cam­
bodia because of Tokyo's 
support for the fallen gov- . 
ernment of Ma.rshal !:.on Nol. 

Sihanouk received'"ardent ! 
congratulations" in a cable I 

i1 form Soviet Communist 
Party chief Leonid Brezh­
nev. Moscow had previously 
·snubbed: him because of his 
,,eisse assoe\atie111;wi.ta 01:i,i,.ea. 
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,Other congratulatory mes-1 

sages came from Chinese 
leader Mao Tse-tung, Cuban 
Prime Minister Fidel Castro, 
!Palestine Liberation Organi- 1 

' zation chief Yasser · Arafat 
I -- - ----- -------
; . and Jordan's King Hussein. 

1 Japan's Kyodo news serv- , 
-- •foe reported· tliat Sihanouk 1 

had called on China to "re- , 
main the prime supporter" · 

' Penh is currently the rank- : 
of the K:hmer Rouge govern-

. ment. · · · 
' French Foreign Minister I 

Jean Sauvagnargues offered 
to exchange ambassadors 

1 
with the new government 
The Fret1.ch consul in Phom 

, ing French diplomat there. I 
A number of Cambodian 1 

diplomatic missions abroad / 
cabled the. ir offers to serve l 
the new government. 

Sihanouk repeated that 
he would only serve as a 
ment to • •be headed 1by 
figurehead for' the govern­
Khmer Rouge leader K:hieu 
Samphan. Washington aria-. 
lysts cautioned, . however, 

• that they do not believe 
Samphan wields the dom• 
inant p'ower in the Khmer 
Rouge organization. 

There was still no word 
·on, the whereabouts of for­
mer Premier Long Boret, 
the last chief of govern° 
ment before the Khmer 
Rouge takeover. . 

Some reports said that he ' 
had managed to get to Thai­
iand, but the Thai Foreign 
Ministry denied ·any knowl­
edge- of his, whereabouts. 
Other reports said · he had 

1 been captured by the Khmer 
Rouge, and still other dis- i 

patches said he had escaped \ 
to ·au area under control of I 
republican forces land was · 

i organizing a resistance ; 
:· , movement against the new j 

rulers. ; 
, · Gen. San Suthsakman, the ; 
. last president of the Calli.- · 
1 

bodian republic, landed in 
Thailand yesterday morlll• 
ing aboard a Cambodian air 
force plane. 

Diplomatic sources in Sai­
gon and Bangkok said ,the 

,.1 repubicans were still in con­
trol of several provinces, 
especially near the north­
west border with Thailand .• 
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/fisSi~ger.Sajt.s·lJ.S .. ~xploriitiJ 

.-------~..J-~-, ... 
· M.,rey Mardef · namese/ '-Communists,'· oli}ler 

nstoli,~~•t.S$lf Wrjter sources-c-:!,i1id. Nothing ihat 
· etat1,_:~ ;~li1t~ kenry; ' can b~ r des_cribed as '-diplo- . 

inger said yesterday ·· matic · negotiations, they 
t. . the. United States. is said, has yet begun·. . . . .. 
n*· exploring limited riego- . President Ford yesterdaY· 
ti~:tfng _ possibilities in Vi etc rtamed fcmrier career dipl~­
nit'm, which.• other sources mat L. · Dean Brown to coor-· 
s~W:'. can ohlY .be evacuation , dinate evacuation;. humani~ 
ba't~!lining •or•."a negotiated tarian aid, 11nd "the flow of 
sq '.,!!.Dder." : - _ · _ ' refµgees from South. Viet­

testHnol\Y ·before the nam. 
•se International Rela- White House~press secre-

' f·____,.__.,_,..L_..._~..l............_,c._~ ~~~----..... ~~ui...~ ... ~-•.---,,.---~ --~-~· <-- -- 1,-..,a·<.'~~A _,.-,._-t,.... , 

would require satisfying the the role . ;that President ated, ';Js · to · seek i Pa con- -
Communist demand for the Thieu played ·_in tr~ing • to trolled,,.-0utcome t~ th·e Viet-
ouster of South· Vietnamese block that agree11-1ent. nam tragedy, to avoid,chaos. 
President Thieu,., and the "He never 1ikedJt;" Bipg:. Solarz,. - who --- rec~ntly 
United States tepe,atedly .. ham recailed, while ''Hahoi talked with Vietcong. repre­
has ·, pledged that it will hailed it .... He [Thieu] had sentatives ill Paris, said after 

'never collude in "'the over-. no intenti<i"n to carry out the- the'hearing that to imagine'. 
throw" Qf. the Thie.u govern-· political aspects of the. ··there can be any negotia' 
ment. . · · . · · agreement.!' tions "while 'the Thieu gov-· 

The only .path around that ; ,Kis~f~ger drily ·replied, ;,,r ernment remains in' power 
barrier, u:s. sources con-. agree with you that.hi!> en: is· to ·engage in 'political 
cede in private, wc:iuld be thtisiasm. for it was under myopia." Even with Thieu 
the replacement of Theiu by-:-- fi . . t: I,, ,_ removed, said Solarz, the 
the South Vietnamese ·them: · , rm,con 10 

.• • . . · best that can be expected is 
selves a course which t1ie . · _North,, V)etnam and t!J.e "that the Communists might Com_n_iittee: )3:is~ing~r ta1yRon Nessen told report­

the ~1litary s1~~ation-.Jn_ .. ~e;,:~)!1 Concord, N.H.,: that 
,, V!et~am · ,-is :_ verr B"rown-wiil·-}iead. a sp¢cial 

_ and_ ~here are_ ·ol;iy1- task force, reporting to· the 
llmi~ to w~at a nego: . 

1
1>1:esident and K\ssinger. 

iiFord 'administratio.n.:..-dar.esi- ,"Yie~o:t1g;, however, Kis- be dispose·d to use negotia- . 
"?riot advocate in publc. . -·: stn·ger . noted, now d~ma1nd . tions as a pretext for surren• 

Instead the· Uniti:id States'.:'- ~the outr-ight:. overthr9w- · of der." There is no likelihood, 
: says it ~emains · re;iady to· 'Thieu and ~ .. tofal cutoff of· he said, of leaving behind 
\carry out the p.olitfcal• for- Aiµeticar\ aid :to p.is govern• any "independent authority 
: mul'a: 'set out "in the · 1973 ment as a condition for any in Saigon." 

c~uld · ach1,eve. ;:mder Brown retired Jast year, a£· 
~ circumstances, " ter s.erving.as .& d~puty tm· 
mger . s011ght t? ~old.. cl.er _secretary of state' a.nd 
pe that ne!Fotiations • •ambassador to Jordan - and 

m , · "preserve·• some _ele- Gambia and riow has taken 
m .. ·.ts of sel~-determinat10~" a leave 'of absence from the 
fofSo~th Vietnam. He said Middle East Institute here.· 
"th!ere are still certain bene• fitJ to the North Vietnamese . Evacuation of Americans. 
froril negotiations." In a · ahd South Vietnamese who 
cloj;ea' meeting afterward worked for the United 
with the cotnmittee, Kis- States dominates the admin­
siri',ger hinted that a diplo- istration's interests, includ­
matic "process is under ing its diplomatic possibili­
way;'' but he stopped short ties, although officials avoid 

· of saying what that meant. saying so publicly. · 
I, j'he United .State,s, how· At )Jest, many administra-

evfl.;,, is still trying to d~ter- tion officials say in private, m.1 what would be re- only an evacuation type ·of 
q - d to produce any kind negotiated agreement in Vi­
of· otiation with the Viet- etnam .is likely. Even that 

- --~~ - ------

, Paris accord, which calls for negotiations. . Rep. D.onald M. Fraser (D­
a three-segment Natiimal "J do 'not believe that any Minn.) said after the closed 
Coµncil of Reconciliation one· p~rsonality is going to hearing that. "we didn't get 
and p~ncord to hold elec- be the key· to a settlem~rit," any\ details that would eria~ 
tions for a new government said Kissinger. · ble us ·to make any judg­
in South Vietnam. 1 ·The United States he 'sald. ,ment" on ·whether serious 

'l'he three segments would "supports the gover~ment of negotiation's •are in prospect, · 
rcpreserit the Saigon· gov- Vietnam," not any one ]ndi- He laid ·Kissinger· :Was 
ern:nent, the . ProvisionaJ vidual. Kissinger said fu_r- "vague but emphatic that 
Revolutioanry Government of· · thet discussion of this sensi- they were working hard on· 
South Vietnam [the PRG, or tive subject .would· have to · the diplomatic front." , 
Vietcong] and a. slate of be in closed session. Fraser said "the critical 
"neutrals." . . Rep: Stephen J. Solarz (D· question" is whether supply-· 

In yesterday's hearing, N.Y.) said it is time to recog. ing ·any riew ___ mili.t!!D' _aid 'to 1 
however, Rep. Jonathan B. nize that "the days of the re- South Vietpatit would assii,t · 1 

Bingham. (D-N.Y.) said to gime in South Vietnam are ,diplomatic efforts for evacu- I 
Kissinger: "You surely numbered." What is · most ation, without us.e of U.S. 

1
. 

know better than anyone important, Kissinger ·reiter-' troops. 
·----- -- --- --- ~-·~,-.---~ ~~- , __ ..._ - -- -
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Capital Given 
Just 3 Weeks 

lftt,6, ? .r 
By Wchael Getler 

Washingt,on Post Qtaff Writer 

With 15 North Viet-
1 namese divisi'ons now 

moving into position on 
three sides of Saigon, top 
U.S. defense specialists 
say the start of heavy and 
widespread at tac ks on 

·i South Vietnam's capital 
and its, outskirts appear 
likely within a day or two. 

Some officials here be­
lieve that even if Saigon's I 

r e m a i n i n g outnumbered i 
forces fight bravely they -! -- {_ . . '.- ·----.~··-. --1 

American• pullout with a 
statement. that · there would : 

siles: are. being brought into be "no difficulty, no obsta- '1· 

thei "area so that Hanoi's cle," placed in the path of 

' will be overwhelmed in 
three weeks at the most and 
the last battle of the secolld • 
Indochina war will be over. 

The first Indochina war, 
between France and the 
Vietnamese .Communists, 

, · ended with the Geneva ac• 
cords of 1954. 

It is possible that Hanoi, 
for some reason; may de• 
cide to hold back from a 
massive attack 011 the city. 
But senior defense spe.cial­
ists say the chances of that 
happening now appear to be 
less than 25 per cent, and 
all available evidence points 
to the beginnings of a very 
heavy assault. 

"There are going to be ex­
tremely heavy attacks in the 
Saigon area m the next few 
days. There is ,very little 

: doubt," said one s_enior offi­
cial. 

"The end \s coming, and 
it's coming fast," saiji an­
other sorrowful official wit11 , 
many years of experience in 
Southeast Asia. 

A week ago, there were 
eight Vietcong and Nortl1 
Vietnamese divisions in the 
two military regions -·con­
taining Saigon· and the ri'ce- · 
rich. Mekong Delta. Now, or 

, within another day or two at 
:- the most, there will be 16 di­

visions. 
All but one. of these-a 

North Vietnamese division 
positioned .near the largest 
delta city, Cantho-now ap­
pear targeted on Saigon . 

Long-range 130-mm. gui:s 
.. are,.Jbeing moved to bring· 

Saigon's Tansonnhut airport 
within their 17-mile firing 
.range, and anti-aircraft mis, 

g1:1~ers may be able to , such an exit. · ' 
1 shoot do~n departing air- Th t i · 

craft· if the. artillery itself e apparen mmmel!':!e I 
doesn't shut down the air- of a heavy attack around the 
P

ort.. · capital area, however, has 
· now caused a speed-up· in 

Whether Communist the evacuation of 'Ameri­
forc~s will actually launch 
an.attack' against the airport cans. Officials, however, are 
soon, however, remains a tight-lipped about the evacu-

:·· supject of considerable spec- ation's progress. 
ulatton. The pace of the pullout 

.. ' There continue to be nu- until now has drawn sharp 
metcius hints-though no ev- criticism from some· U.S. 

1 id~i:ice-tµat. the evacuation. lawmakers and administra-
' of ~ Americans and some tion officials aimed mostly 

' 'Smfth Vietnamese via a at the U.S. Embassy in Sai­
.. stepped-up airlift from Tan- . gon for not promoting' a 
: sonqhut may continue un- · speedier exit., 1 

hindered for a while. U.S. military analysts be-
iVhile Hanoi has said · lieve that once the Ameri­

nothlng ab,out th\s, a num- · can population gets down to 
ber'of U:S. officials refer ob- 1,000 to 2,000, these could ·be J 

liquely- to a statement by a 'evacuated ·within several 
. · Vi~~.· ng. Tepresentative in - ·hours from-· ·downtoi.vri S'ai-, 

Pa-., ,011 . \}'ed1'1e<jday that , gon by dozens 'of tJ:.S1J1eli- · 
~o~;.tt d~1ll~1·.~{ an copters; accomp,pied . 'py 

-----....:.!t...- ___ '_1; __ 
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and;de~; ~~-io;~r~ill some 4,000 U.S. Marines that . Vietnamese involving the 

: are on aircraft carriers and· roughly 175;000 people _that 
'amphibious · ships in the 

_ South China Sea: · the administration believes 
· 1 · --. · may,be marked for death or 

I 
The United States also 

has three attack aircraft car- harsh treatment at the · 
.riers, each carrying 70 or 80 hi:mds of t4e Communists, 
jet 'fighter-bombers, in the then it will have to.come by 
area. Yesterday, the Penta- sea. 
gon acknowledged that the The principal escape route 
biggest carrier, the USS En- geherally has been consid­
terprise, suddenly left port ered the port of Vungtau to 
in the Philipines after just a the southeast of the capital. 
few hours of what was to But whether Vgngtau will 
have been a five-day visit. remain safe now. is in. some · 

The United States has doubt. , . • · 

them in the detta. 1· 

Some experienced· U.S. 
military men believe that 
Saigon, while it· has the 1 

chance, should bring two of 
those divisions up to help 
:defend _the capital area. It 
would mean giving . up the 
delta, but these · officers be­
lieve it could at least pro­
long Saigon's resistance. 
· Though Saigon's divi~ions 
are somewhat larger than 
the 8,000-10,000-man Hanoi 
divisions, the South· Viet­
namese regular forces are 
still outnumbered in the re­
maining two regions by al­
most 2 to 1. 

considerable additional air North Vietnamese divi­
power i'n, Thailand; Japan, sions moving down the coast. 
Okinawa and the Phi1ip- past Phanthiet are now said 
pines, as well as additional to have an open shot at 
Marines on ·Okinawa. Vungtau, some 75 miles There are also 100,000 

As long as Tansonnhut air- ~outh, if they. want it. How- local militamen available to 
port is open, there also ex- ever, there are some indica-. · the Saigon government,. but 
-ists the possiblity of taking· tions that even those divi- · these units are lightly equip­
several thousand South Vi- sions may turn westward to- ped and highly dependent• 
etnape~e, out •?f thg c.C(!!,nt~y ward Saigon. · · · on .regular divisions sup.port-_ 
~oltd ~u.mbq Jets. -•,:...;, .. , ·.The · South Vietnamese ing them. , , / 

jlgt if there• is ;to be any have roughly eight..~gutar ... _ By the end of this ,month, 
IQtJ.:¾1-v\\..e~acuation 9f $0\\th. divisions left -in 'the., Saj,,gon if-Saigon's .J_ines hold,,.South I 

'-~ ~. ·· . Vietnam may also be' able to l 
----~--"'--""'-':.:._:,_c_~L~ _:__ rceonstitute orie or two divi-

sions from remnants of 
, uni.ts that fled in the early 

;_ . phase of the offensive. Some ; 
- - ---7- specialists here believe : 

I there may be enol.lgli equip- i 
· ment on hand to partially ; 
- re-equip them.- , , 

If Congress were soon to · 
approve new military. •aid.. 
apd an arms airl_ift were · to 
start .immediately,"' it Would 
uridciubtedly ' gtve . S:aigon's 
forces a morale boost and 
may also improve the odds a 
bit. . 

But even so, Saigon's 
chances are held to be ex­
traordinarily thin by offi­
cials here, and virtually no 
offfcial thinks that . c;ongress 
will send any more aid 'in ---r time to stave off, a total col­

, lapse within the next. th:r;ee 
weeks. 

I • 
..,.: ...... ~ •~" 
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-1By H.D.S. Greenway oxcart, Honda, trucks and munition, the order was~·i 
,j:iJfanirt~n Post Foreiirn service· even on· tractors. NQw those given to try to break out to . ~ 
HUNGNGHIA, April 18- that are gomg have mo5t1y friendly li.nes. Only 200 0£ 

Littll! civilian traffic moves ,left.'· . the originaL500 men that 
on thiii road now. An occa- . · Most of th.e people. here map.e up.the 52d when the 
sion~I -~,us ,comes to the lit- were Cath0h.cs wh? fled day began made. it back 
tle hahitets strung.out along from_ North Vietnam m 19li4 here, and ne.arly a third of 
Rou~e 1 behind us, and a and were settled here u_nder . ,.the survivors had lost their 
Lambretta three-wheeled , the or~ers o~ then-President weapons: , ' . 
tax~ hurries furtively•by fly- . Ngo Dmh: Diem. The.re are It is indicative that the 52d j 
ing. a brig}ltly striped Bud- . churches ~n all t~e nea~lY_ began the fight with only 
dhist f)ag which the c;lriver desertecl ".11I_ages ~ 1th garish "500 men. A full-strength·• 
h · ·11 'd t'f h' plast~r samts outside. . . . . . , opes, w1 •, .1 en 1 Y 1m as J t b. , d th :, South Vietnamese mfantry 1 
neutral . us . e~ on , on . e way , .. ·. t ld b I 

, · · ta Xuanloc; where Route 20 . regrmeq .co.u n.um er, as i 
But' for the most .part the branches off .to the Central m~ny as 2,000_ men. · South ; 

road :belongs to the tanks Highlii,nds, the South .Viet- VI,~tnamese umts are a:lmos~. L 
and .military trucks of the pamese suffered a series,.of 1 neve~1;1P to strength, and thee-/ 
So~h Vietnamese. arJ!IY defeats and there is the dis- , 52d JOmed file Xuai:iloc d 

· bripging ammunition up to tinct realization that before , '£en.se 10 days ago 'Y1th only : 
, the~ ·,howitzers which are · 1 · · , · , ,---~· 
" scat".:.red 1'n clusters along ong the Nor~h Vietnalllese ·:~ _._ · h dred casu~\ 

"" tanks may :be ranging out ,1 700 men. Two . un. , 
the'.way. ' over the <:olintryside on '.1 -alttes were t.aken m_ the d.~~l'i 

TJils is the end of the then· way to B1enhoa and 'f fense of the :i:cuanlo~ pen-, 
road .. : Beyond here the North beyond. . . , i . menter and m . trymg to.; 
VietQ:amese are, astride Two days ago the 52d Reg, I 

I 
clear the road before tne. 

Roqt~ 1 in the little· hamlet ime_nt of the South Vietnam• j ; . re"iment's last day began. 
of Hungloc,' and sometimes ese _18th Division ceased to 1 , While the North Vietnamese ·.! 
you can ·see their flags fly. exist as a fighting unit. How ; · are able to rotate their~ 
ing,i .pver the houses. Ten that came about can be troops around Xuanloc to l 
miles' beyond-- is Xuanloc, pieced together by talking \ give them a rest, there was 
the' provincial capital which to the survivors here. ·1 no rest for the 52d·. 
the' South \)Vietnamese , have The death of ,the 52d b~-, The South Vietnamese are, 'I 
vowed to hold, against the gan on the mormng of April few and ,the North Viet- j 
advancing North Vietnam- 16 when a , company-sized . e e many in this sector 
ese divisions. , outpost alongside Route 20 I ~!~1:ew):lere and tlie 'death .\ 

Dust and smoke still hang came ,un._der heavy attack. ! of the l>Zd shows th. at.even 1f ~ 
in th~ air up ahead from the The rl)ipmental headquar- · the Army of south Viet- . 
bomos dropped by the now- ters, a bit farther back down nam's morale la.olds,, that 
departed bombers ·and the the road, came under very m y not 1>e enongh. 
North Vietnatriese are let- heavy a11tillery fire whkh a 
,ting µs know they are '-still blew .UP much ,of their am- . 
alive' by sending in a few munhion and. knocked QUt 
moFtar rounds as'they do ev- several of their howitzers -1 
ery d11y. . and tanks. · 

It is rolling country of ba- The comp_any fought all 
nana trees and rubber plan- day long, but no Sqorier was 
tations around here with a one North Vietnamese unit 
few high hills held by the .. pushed back when another, 
North Vietnamese, Everyone fresh unit took its place. A 
knows that the North Vi, cf!ptain said that in his six 
etn~mese might be watcning years in the army he had. 
us, arid that is why the Lam- never seen the North Viet-
bretta drivers sometimes fly namese come at him in such 
the Buddhist flag. .. numbers and in broad day. 

A;• few days ago the.road light.. He ... said the North .. 
behind us was clogged with Vietnamese 'soldiers were 

, refdg1;es moving out on foot young and green, but their 
· ' ·numbers made up for their 

', ·, · ine:xcperience and their artil­
', · lety fire was unceasing: 
l · The company was finally 

overwh'elnied in the late af­
ternoon ·and a large North 

··vietnam·ese . fo·rce pushed . 
post then onto the sur- \ 
rounded regimental head• ~ 
quart. ers; Wifa.darkries's' f.a.1f. -· - -
ing, and with , , lth Vi-
etnamese·r~ , :·,, · 't' 
: . ·~~·· :'f· ,~\~o·:; 
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:Bloodbath: A Theory BecomeS<J: Fear 
Most l(illing R~Jl~~ ~~verified_ 

By Michael Gil& fud Marilyn Berger _ 
;\Y.ashington Poot Stall Writers 

Top U.S. officials feel cer- reports that this has hap-
: tain that at least some re- :pened in places like Phuoc­
por,ts of murder, and· execu-
tion carried out by Commli- long, Banmethµot and Dan-
nist forces in recently cap- ang. Then, the local .popula­
·tured South Vietpamese ter- tion is generally encouraged 
1·itory are true, but there is to settle down ,;md calm 
still little evidence of what down. Later; local Vietcong, 

· is happening and on what • with lists of government 
scale. supporters kept up to date 

American officials .keep- over many years, single out 
i.'lg trlick .of these reports, those who are to be nun­
most of them unverified at ished,or killed.-
this point, think it may take Yestet"day, Secretary cif 
ai:iothrr month or two be- State Henry A. Kissinger 
i9re mote reliabll! informa- . said he had "received re­
iion oh the extent of killing ports .which seem_ plausible 
carried out .even , thus far to us· of ·execution of certain 
may. be avaiiable. · categories 'of personnel!' in 

Comtnunist~controlled areas. 
And, if historical patterns · Though Kissinger added 

are t guide, many offi1%l::i h 
believe it will take mans I t at at this point it is impos-
mor(' months for au actL<iil sible ·to make a full judg­
"blocdbath" in the sou:;h to ment on what is taking 

place, il:ie told the House In- ' 
unfold if it is going to hap- ternational Relations Com, 

' pe~hese specialists believe, mittee: 'We expect •the -Com­
for example, that Comnnr- murtists to elimrnate all pos­
nist captors immediately get · s~ble opponents." 
rid of the police-there are See KILLING, A9, Col. 1. 

Vietcong Propaganda Is Factor 
tr{;:. /J-d"" By William T~ohy 
/ f ~. 7 :f" Los Angeles Times 

SAIGON, April 18-,-In- If this young ·woman's 1 

creasingly in this beleag- fears _turn out to be un­
uered capital, fears are be- founded, they are 'nev_erthe­
ing.expressed about the na-

. ture and extent of reprisals , less shared by many. Such 
by the Communists, if and feelings pose an enormous 
when they take over. problem, morally and Iogls-

While U.S. officials and tically, to U.S. embassy om­
Southeast Asia historians cials, ,U.S. businessmen and ! 
may debate the validitY. of , .news media-manager-s when 
the "bloodbath theory," it comes to deciding which 
many Vietnamese are very · Vietnamese :e-m p foy e es 
frightened: should be eligible to board 

The reason is , clear: for whatevei· evacuation flights 
, years, the propaganda from may be in the offing. ·­
the Provisio11al Revolution- In the Mekong Delta, a 

, ary, Gov!i?rntnent and from U.f,,'. ·Official s,;iys, ''~'ve got 
Hanoi has warned that those 60 Vietnamese · employees 
who support the Saigon gov- and their' families and they 
,ernment or' work with the are all counting on me to get 
.U.S: government would. be them·out." , 
dealt with severely. In Saigon; . an American 

Ori1e might not expect a reporter was approached by 
Vietnamese secretary in the a former employee who has 
U.S. embassy's personnel riot worked for the A'.me1'i­
section to fear for her life, can new·s , organization for 
yet she says; "I am terrified, , six years, bif i,vho stitl asks ~ -­
I am afraid of what they if he can be put on the 
will do, riot only to me but newspaper's evacuation list. 
to my fllmily.';, · See BLOODBATH, A9, Col. 1 
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l'BLOOD~A'l:H, From Al 

To sense the fear in the air 
one has only to look at 
the pathethic lines of Viet­
namese women at the Amer­
ican consular office here 
with telegratns from ex-boy 
friends in the United States, 
hoping• that such messages 
will someho¥7 qualify them 
for travel · documents, to 

]sense the fear in the air. 
, So fai-, there.have been no 
I dFrect reports from the oc­
: cupied provinces of repris-' v· t I( ·iii , 'R' h--.:: -- 1als, let alone.bloodbaths. , 

__ 

1 

__ le _ . ~ .. · ng epurlS. _ i1o;~!1c~i~s~h!t t:~~u~s~~ 
•. _ 

1 

to carry out reprisals this 

M ti ·u .f. d' ,soon," said a We,stern ex-o_ S y ·: nve· ~-I 1e· ,pert. "For the moment, it'is 
!in Hanoi's interest to re-
store law and order ,.-and 

KILLING, From Al 

During the Tet offensive 
in 1968, U.S. officials say, 
the Communists came in 

]

·.,:·_ with lists to liquidate police 
officials while the battle 
was going on. 

If-a policeman was found 
at home he usually was tied 
up : an!l forced -to watch 
while hi~· family was killed 
one by one. 

Alleged atrocities in re­
cently conqu·ered territory 
include: 

•· A r~port from a: Bud-
li,· dhist monk at Banmethuot 
j who claimed to have witf 

nessed a Communist 
r roundup in the central mar-
1: :ket. square of 300 loc.al nota-
1 . bles and their families. The 
, heads of the families were 
\\ reportedly,shot on the spot. 

'i'heir families were taken --. 
1 

out of town and killed later. 
• A report from·. a' Viet­

namese who claims to hav:e 
been an eyewitness to a 

rocket attack· on a briclge ikeep the cities functioning. 
that was being crossed by· Executions now would only 
refugees from the II Corps create more tension:" 
area. ·The refugees were There are conflicting 
shot while trying to swim ; view_s here on the extent of 
ashore. The eyewitness esti- · poss1ble Communist repris-
mated that about 2,000 per; als i-n the event of. the take• 
sons were killed. over of the rest of South Vi-

• Another report from • e,nam. - · ·_ 
Banmethuot fromi a Viet- The most hopeful view 
namese who said he was , whtch••is' held by some Viet: 
told by a friend in the Viet- , · nai:nesettJ1ough .usually not 
cong to' get out while he i

1 

th0se who work for the gov: 
could because they were L ernment; is that Hanoi will 
planning to classify- the in: . · · , be' more lenient than gener­
habitants and take the c_Iass 1 ~ a,lly,· ~e~ieve_d if it gains i'ts 
enemies to tjl.e "slaugli~r- J (, end!; m t~e South. 
house." r. "Han~I wants to create an 

A number -of Ameriican~-; mtern_at10nal, public image 
antiwar groups, most nota- / of la~ful_ " ,succession to 
bly the :qt_dochina Rrsoln'ce rp~wer, said an experienced 
Center, have in the past V1etnamese , Journalist. 
challenged accounts of pre• "They_ don't want to come in 
vious alleged Communist and kill a lot of people. And 
massacres, especially tho: re- th.ey. won't have to, once 
port that some 5,000 persons 

I 
they have control of the 

were executed in the city of Whole country." -
Hue in 1968 because of their · Tlie opposite view, how-
affiliations with the Saigon ' ever,, maintains that the 
govcrhment. . "blood debt" list that the 

, CpJ!1munists have often. re-
i fer(e.d to is very large in- _ 
1 deecl,. and that those debts 
;--wn~ •be cailed in, if not im-
: mediately, then in good 

/
·time. ·· · 
. Those who 'hold this view 
1

1 
of .~ommunist intentions 

,make varying estimates of 
i the. size of .the· blood debt 
1 list, ranging anywhere from 
! 50,000 to 3 million. , : 
I . Whatever the actual fig'. 
I ures; most observers con'. ! cede that the chief targets 
for a blood purge would be 
South Vietnamese senior po-

j lice officers, particularly 
those involved in counter in-

1 
.. telligence, senior ·army flfflc­

cers, hamlet officials and 
key'public administrators in 

'.:_S'll,J;g~n, som~ r_~~olutionar~ 
I 
I 
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development 'C~dres ap,d. ~op I) · 
membe~s of .tlie :fa~ds) 
and bus1ne~s claSfieS; . :~r ,, .J 

Teachers arc high on t 
list of marked men, . since I 
the Hanoi government, valu­
ing heavily the power of the 
word, believes they are a 
particularly dangerous class. 

Political leaders and intel-
. le~tuals are also expected to 

be singled out, but they tnay 
well avoid execution, it is· 
said, as long as they recant 
past errors and offer no•. 
threat to a Communist re- ' 
gime. , 

Most ordinary soldiers 
and , policemen may be 
Sl)ared Punishment on the 
ground that they were 
forced to fight or serve in 
the Saigon government. 

The· 2 million South Viet• 
: namese ' Catholics believe 
they will espe.cially be 
marked for unfavorable 
treatment, particularly 
those who t fled Hanoi af­
ter the Communist takeovtr 
in 1954. 

Similarly,_ non-Catholics 
who chose to ,leave the 
North tend to think that 
they will come in for 
h.arsher treatment under a 
Communist ,rule than thei 
native southern brethren. 

It is conceivable that i , 
the event qf a military stale­
niate; · the United ·states 
might negotiate with Hanoi 
for the removal of · those 
South :Vietnamese who 
worked with the United 
Stl!tes and wish to leave. 

But it is unclear whether 
'the North or the present 
Saigon- government would 
agree to such an evacuafion. 
The belief here is that the 
very South Vietnamese offi­
cials who would like to take 
advantage of an evacuation 
are those who ar~ holding 
the country together admin­
istratively. 

Obviously, not e._vcryorie 
who worked for th'., Ameri­
cans would be endangered. 
Dishwashers, cooks and 
drivers are thought to be in 
nci danger. But many of 
lhigher-level workers, rightly 
or wrongly, fear they will be 
tainted by their association 
with tlie United States and 
treated harshly by the Com­

munists. 
"Basically, the Commu­

nists view this as a class 
war," sums up one expe· 
here. "Ancl if nothing els , .l 

-mm,t . South Vietnamese -
from business leaders to cab 
drivers aq capitalists of the 
most la,i~s~i-f~ ltin4/' l_ 

I 
i 
I 
j 
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$200 Millio-n Viet AiiI 
I • . 

Voted by .. 5enate Pane_z~--
t t'( ~ i !r By Spencer Rich. : 

• Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Senate Foreign Rela- April ·10 urgently requested 
tions Committee, responding Congress to complete action.·. ; 
to administration pledges to · on his emergency aid re-· · 
speed up removal of U.S. ci- quests, non.e has passed ei-', 
vilians from Vietnam, voted ther chamber. Thcl'e are i 

! 14 to 3 ye.sterday · to give deep doubts about wl1ether , 
President Ford $200 million Congress should continue . 
for humanitarian aid to underwriting the war in any 

way, and there is considera- • 
South Vietnam and for 

1

the ble confusion about the ad-
1 cdsts of evacuating Ameri- . ministration's real inte11-

. cans as, well as endangered tions. Also, some lawmakers 
South Vietnamese. suspect that the slow pac·e of 

The bill corresponds to a evacuation is an attempt -by · . 
$327 million measure· ap- Ambassador Graham Martin 
proved Thursday by the to hold 5,000 Americans hos-
House International Rela- tage to cbmpel Congress to ' 
tions Committee. Both bills vote major military aid for 
also give Mr. Ford authority the faltering Saigon regime. 
to use U.S. armed forces if 'fhe P1·esident's requested 
necessary to get the people $250 million for humanitar-
out. Chairman John Spark- ian aid ha_s been acted on by 
man (D-Ala.) said the Senate both the Foreign Relations. 

. bill will go to the floor lVfon- Committee and House. Inter-
' day or Tuesday.- national Relations Commit-

Although today is the date tee, althoug_ijart bf the 
by which President Ford on 

DECLASSIFIED 
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r niJtney has been desti:nated 

1

1
, for evacuation pUFposes. 

-;.'However, his request for 
_ I ,t,'22 million in' emecgency · , 

I :milifary aid - is ,becalmed: . 
The Senate Armed Services 

' Committee,on Thursday re­
. fused to provide the $722 
·million authority; 'and the 
House Armed Services Com­
mittee yesterday . was pre­
paring · to vote but lost a 

. quorum during questioning . 
of Army Chief of Staff Gen.1· 
Fred C. Weyand and ad­
journed without action, to 
m~et again Tuesday. • J 

:.. ·The :White House. report-J 
edly · has asked the Senate 

1 
unit to call another meeting. 

. The.- Senate Foreign Rela­
tions Committee's approval 
of the $200 million in hu­
manitarian-evacuation aid 
came after ' members re• 
ceived what Chairman I 
Sparkman, Sen. Charles H. , 1 

.Percy (R-Ill.) and others,: 
called strong administration l 
assurances of a _definite plan 
and a stepped-up rate for ' 
withdrawal of Americans by 

; · normal _commercial flights 
~ in the next few days, re, 1 

ducing· the need of military'; 
intervention, for rescue ' 
later. 

Committee sources . said 
the evacuation plan aims .at 
'reducing the 5,000 or more 
Americans and their imme­
diate dependents still in Vi­
etnam to ;l,000 by Tuesday. 
Other sources said there 
were some administration 
hints of a further goal of re- I 

ducing U.S. personnel to 1,- I 
000 by the end of next week. I 

I Committee members had , 
: balked for three days at vat- I 
, . ing the evacuation and hu- I 

I
, manitarian mo.ney and the : 

troop-use authority until 
1 they had / assurances that 
: rapid withdrawal of. Ameri-
, cans would start immedi-
1 ately. · , 
I Two committee staf,fers, 
' returning from Vietnam last 

week, had reported that Am­
/bassador Martin was dra.g­
ging his feet .in organizing 
withdrawals. Many commit­
tee members interpreted 
this as an attempt to spur 
Congress into providing 
more military aid for Sai-

, . ' 
.gon. 
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r Yesterday ----:sen.- .-Frank 
Church (D-Idaho) said cop­
ies of cable traffic from Sec­
retary of State Hehry A. 
Kissinger to Martin had ah 
"increasingly mandatory" 
tone ari.d added, "Within a 
week we should have all 
American personnel who are 
not essential" out. 

Sen. Jacob K. Javits (R­
N.Y.)· said, "The' pace is be­
ginning to accelerate" b.ut 
he still wasn't wholly satis- : 
:fied. Sen. Clifford P./ Case I 

(R-N.J.) saii the committee; 
is "taking i\ on faith the ad- 1 

ministratioil~is carrying out/ 
the revised plan of evacua-i 
tion including the timeJ 
tablet; he r,eserved the rightS, 
to dppose 'the $200 million l 

,----~ - -- -

"encourage and support. 
; -these ~en.ts in South Vi­

r", :etnam 'whe· are desirous of · 
'. see'king a political , settle-
: 'irient." · 

Opposing the $200 million 
bill were Majority Leader 
Mike 1 Mansfield (D-Mont.), 
who has been opposing Niet­
•nani aid for .a decade, Joe 
Biden Jr. (D-Del.) and Dick 
Clark (D-Iowa). 

Biden said that he .. didn't 
like the idea of giving the. 
President power 'to use U.S. 
forces to take out South Vi· 
etnamese. "I don't want to 
get back in the war again," 
he asserted, saying he could 
envision scores of thousands 
of U.S. troops being needed 
to evacuate the.175,000 Viet­
namese President Ford 
wants to take ciut. 

, bill: -0n the floo'r if that \ 
i proved untrue. · i 

; In addition to . the $200 1 

I million authorization bill, ,I Clark said the troop-use 

I 
authority ·ought to be with-· 

the commit_tee also approved. .held to force Ambassador 
• A Jav1ts-Church resolu- Martin to move faster on 

tion demanding that Ameri- getting U.S. civilians out. 
can citizens and dependents 
"be withdrawn from South Clark said more th.an "5,000 

Americans and their de• 
:Vietnam as rapidly as possi- pendents" remain in Viet-
ble." . · \ nam and he hadn't seen any 

• A Javits-Per~y-Hubert l hard evidence that with-
H. :aumph~ey (D-Mmn.) reso-1 drawal.s were beginning in 
Iution askmg new talks to earnest!. ' 
implement the !Paris peace f . Tl:ie · $. 200 million in the 
accords and steps to I Sen,te · Foreign , Relations 

bill is simply a ceiling; ac~ 
tual funds must be appropri­
ated in a separate bill. ·: · 

Half -of the $200 million jg 
I for humanitarian aid and 
/ relief - and this must b~. 
, ·channeled th r o u g h. the 
) ~nite~ ·_Nations. aµd other 
i . ~nternabonal relief ag'encies, 

a restriction not in the 
House bill. 

Percy said South Vietnam 
has "plenty" of ammunition 
"to· keep them going till 

I 
June." 

The Senate bill is more 
(' restrictive than the House 

version' on authority for the 
President to use U.S. troops 
to rescue endangered South 
Vietnamese. · 

The House 1:im · authorizes 
use of U.S. ·troops to rescue 
Americans, their depend­
ents; Vietnamese in danger 
of Communist reprisal, and 
Vietnamese eligible for U.S. 
citizenship by virtue of rela­
tionship to Americans. The 
Senate bill doesn't include 
the last category.' 
, \ Both bills say the Presi­
dent, in seeking to rescue 
endangered Vietnamese na­
tionals, can't increase the 
troops beyond the number 
needed to save 'the other cat­
egories-an attempt to avert 
any massive military opera­
tion to save endangered Vi-

. 'etnamese. 
The Senate bill also im­

poses two other restrictions: 
In seeking ,to save endan-

•. gered Vietnamese, the Presi­
dent ·can't keep U.S. troops 
in Vietnam longer than 
needed to save the other cat­
. egories, and he· can't move 
them to geographicat areas 
that don't include the other 
categorie's. 

:\lmost from the start of 
the current Vietnam crisis; 
there has been· considerable 
confusion in the -Senate as 

.to the 'administration's real 
,aims and plans. · · 

One school of thoug1ht' 
holds that the White House 
wants to maintain perma­
nent large-scale military aid -
to South Vietnam, .hoping it 
can hold out. Some in. this. 
camp belie.Ve that Ambassa­
dor Martin !has' deliberately 
delayed withdrawal of 
American civilians so the 
administration can. demand 
that Congress put up money 
and grant troop-use author-

. ity (use of_U.S. force in Viet­
nam is now barred ·by law) 
to prptect the Americans 
and · 175,000, endangered Vi­
etnamese-friends. 
. Sen. Patrick J. Leahy (D, 

Vt.) said Thursday, "As long 
as they're (American 
civilians) there, it appears to 
be almost like. the President 
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is using. them as a bargain­
ing chip to get his money 
here." , 

Some speculate that the : 
White House may even rel­
ish the idea of getting bacJt 
in-with American troops all.Ii • 
d1-i'ving back the Commu­
nists. Sen. John V. Tunney; 
(D-Calif.) said Thursday that , 
Americans remaining in Sai- · 
gon sllouldn't be used as r 

"trap bait" to lure U.S. r 
forces back into combat. 

Another school holds that 
the President probably 
doesn't· want the_. U:nited 
States reinvolved, at l_east in 
a direct- military way, but 
that giving him -.,vide author­
ity to use troops for rescue 
could entangle : AIIJ.ericans 
.there anyhow. , , 

_ Cliurch said · yesterday,. 
".Having been burned oncE!ll9 
by the open-ended Gulf of \ · 
Tonkin Reso.lution, Congress ,

1 
must carefully limit any 
reintroduction of u:s for. ces l 

. in,to Vietnam ,for any pur­

. pose other I than giving pro­
tectiv~ cover to tlie evacua­
tion· of,,, American citizens 
.and their dependents,'.' 1 

Still another view holds 
that, while tl:ie President is 
sincere in wanting to evacu­
ate Americans and their de-

·. pendents, lie is· iiot. serious . 
· about wanting another mas­
sive dose of weapons aid on 
•top of the .$7QO ,_million al• 
ready granted tliis year or 
about taking out as ~an:v as 
175,000 endangered. Viet-
namese civilians. · l 

.According to this. line of 
thought, such talk is de­
signed -primarily to make 
clear to. the world and the 
U.S. electorate that it wasn't 
Mr. Ford who "lost" ~Ina<i- - ---, 
china but a Congress refus-
ing to vote the funds. 
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'.CiViliallS Flee Phnoni Penlif 1 

~ long Boret Reported Held , 
W.J4, Associatedl>ress ??t/jtt 7; exodus, .diplomatic sources in Bang- : 

· Cambodian civilians were evaeu- kok said. . ; 
ate~ en masse from Phnom Pe_nh_ fol- "'THE INFORMANTS quoted wire- : 

· ,lowmg the capt_ure of th~ capital by less communications between • the : 
t~e Co';Umunist-led insurgents,. French embassies in Bangkok and. 
diplomatic and other sources report- Phnom Penh. French Foreign Minis­
ed yesterday. The exodus was seen ter Jean Sauvagnargues also con- 1 

p~rtly as a plan by the Khmer Rouge firmed the evacuation and told news-
, .victors to weed out.and purge oppo• men in Paris it began aftet Khmer, 

nents. . . . . Rou~e · troops warned citizens or ; 
Sourc~s m Ba~gkok said .former possible bombing raids. France still: 

Ca~bodian. Premier Long Boret and has a vice-consul in Phnom Penh. · 
1 Br!g. Gen. ~n Non, brother of self• A denial of the evacuation came • 

exiled Pres1d~";t Lon Nol. . were .. from the Yugoslav news · ~gency. 
' among ~he officials of the defeat~d Tanjug,in Belgrade, quoting Cambo-. 

Cambodian government who are !n dian sources iri Peking as saying . 
the custody of the Khmer Rouge m there was no unrest in Phnom Penh 

1 Phnom Penh. . .. and that "reports of some foreign 
1 Thursday night, Khmer -Rouge . news agencies are not true because 
,sound trucks touched off panic in , in the Cam~odian -capital reigns : 
refugee-cl~gged P_hnom Pen~ by orde! an·d peace. The population is , 
broadcastmg warnings of an .imm.1- . lending support to liberators and ex-
nent attack. Thousands of civilians presses joy:•• · 
headed for ~~ OJttskirts in a cha..2.tlc....: · · · ·· 

---J ( 

--------~- They said the Khmer Rouge 
~e Bangkok sources sound trucks told -the people 

quoted the French embassy to get as far out of the city 
in Phnom Penh as saying as poss.ible. The population 
"ever.ythirig was quieting reportedly had been swollen 
down and getting better" to 2 million in recent days, 
by ~esterday afternoon. more 1than three times its 
They 1added, however, that normal size. 
the I city · seemed almost A number of foreign 
deserted. newsmen were among 

I • those -taking refuge in the 
THE SOURCES said as embassy, the sources said. 

, many as 2,000 people were One source ·said a number 
, reported to have fled into of people had left.a neutral 

the French Embassy com- zone in the Hotel Le Phnom 
!,_ pound _ during the panic. a quarter of a mile away 

- - ·-,-------------,--
and Q1ade their way to the search for military' of~ 

- embassy. Another 300 per- and other officials who may 
sons were sheltered in the have hidden. 
Lycee Desca,rtes.· near the·· Sihanouk, nominal leader 
hotel. · of the insurgents, was quot· 
_ ANOTHER source said ed ,as saying in a radio 
Khmer .Rouge representa- interview that Phnom Penh 

. tives were repo_rted to h<!ve was a "bourgeois" strong- 1 
visited the French Embas-. hold that had to be "cleaned 

out." .sy several times and that 
their actions were unever Sihanouk also· said he 
menacing." . · would take up resideoce in 

_· One of the sources said it Angkor; in northern 
was believed that Cambo- Cambodia, because of bad 
dia's new rulers wanted to memories of his time in 
thin out Phnom Penh's· Phnom Penh. He was oust• . 
populatiol\ to' cope with any ed in a coup in 1970 ,and · 
armed resistance by I gov- formed an exile govem­
emment dieh_ards and to ment in Peking. 
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' Fighting-
:Reported 
·1nLaos 

VIENTIANE, April 18 
· ~communist mHita~y· 
campaigns in Indochina 
have spread to Laos,: 
where pro-Communist 
troops backed by North 
Vietnamese soldiers are 
battling rightist forces in 
three section's of the coun• 
try, the Laotian defense 
minister said today. 

Defense Minister · Sisouk- . 
na Champassak said at 'a 
news ' conference that · tl:le 
fighting ibegan Monday 
,about 100 miles north of 

, Vientiane, when the pro-
Communist Path et\ Lao, 

· troops overran five govern­
ment positions. He said it 
is still continuing. 

There has been no signif• 
icant fighting in Laos since 
the coalitio!'.l. government,.in­
cluding representatives of 
the P.athet Lao, took office. 
last April. The· government 
was formed . under a cease-

:- · ; :fire accord signed .. ~n 1973, 
lbut sporadic fighting had 
continued until the govern­
ment took office. 

DECLASSIFIED 

--- ----------------
Sisouk 1s a rightist who 

espouses the "domino the­
ory" that a Communist take­
over of one Southeast Asia 
nation leads to Communist 
.conquests in neighboring 

· countries 
BesideJ the fighting in 

t1Jhe nor~h, he sa\d fighting 
also was taking· place ,in 
south. <1n!f centri~l Laos, a 
nation borqering on north 
South Vietnam, Cambodia, 
Thailand and Ohinia. 

, Sisouk said that, according 
to the latest-· reports, 11 
Pathet La,o troops and 2 
government soldiers were 
killed in fighting near the 
Sal<J. Phou Khoune moun­
tain range north of Vien-

' tiane. 
There are a number of 

· government hilltop positions 
_ at Sala Phou Khoune over-· c­

, looking tlie. crossroad be-
tween the north-south Route 
13 and the east-west Route 7. 

The Pathet Lao advanced 
' to only one mile from Higli­

way ·13, as government 
forces retreated, Sis o u k ' 
said. -------

"I don'?t kno\~,·-.1t :ft is a' 
North Vietiiamese 1 or Pathet 
Lau initiative/and what they 
are 'pustiini-· ior,'!:.-,Siso~~--- -
said .. "Bi.it ttiese;are~Jl~\t.ran~ · 1 

violatij:n,1_s-;of •••ther c~.ase-fir~ . 3*asv:1:~~r 
· i, namese .; troops> wert - (011·, 
cirootlni;r}goverrime~t- troops·•. 
i'. throughout : !:lie.• country, . Tri: '. 
i;a~dlt}Qij ;!fiJi)}oth-er: 35,000 1 
;/N'c1;th;;:.1Yi0~tn~~s~::, .·· r~r.cet.,1 

:':'Yl_l()·.·· e-:~. ;,~ .. }. _IJ._!{ ;tlie .. H .. o.:,_Ch .. 1 . .-.• :] : tMJ · l''1n2:e-aste;rn Laos, . 

ifi):n~Y~iJP~1~i~~1:1~~:~i~~: i 
,·ttr!~fo~''.c!i ;~fit~flt!s ~t 1 
I l,;t()S, but that.they wer~ en- : 

. coutaged._by,,Co1:11m1.mist .vie- .! 
·. tories in South.'. Vietnam and- ; 
• 'U1~';Khmer.,iviu0 e ,victory Inc' 
(:camhoti~ct&'~intii,tttlfr:tiiitii;§i; 

-'.~Sc'!fll»'.."ci,i:ov~atm1f,n;mi11s'¾· 
'• liient'amf aHrfo&1{'L - . . . : 

· i$ifw1t· r;}ti' 11< '/!uf pi~j 
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· tested the' fighting to Dep­
, 1.1ty Prime .. !vlinisU!l' Phoumi 

Vongvichit, the ranking ,Pa-
. tliet Lao· niember of the coa­
::0Ji4on;V,fgov'e'i11me.nt., Unjier 
· ,.fue,eease-fi~e accord <lf In73, 
Cf!ie '' 'l'iuientC is'. made\ up 
,,: .oid ~s, .:r:ovaBst~ ·and,.neu; 

\ itf~~~~d~rl~e-;fuiii~i!i~Iti 
I, Phoumi'rei:ilir=tf'Jhat h(,0 had 
· a~k.eci'.for.':detalls from Sam 
N.eua,: r!Je Pafoet · Lao head· 

-'quarte.nn1,t. e:tstern'Laos. ', 
; ·. :'Si.solik \quoted· J'honrnl': as·. 
',' SilYtl)~ ,he:,,had,. nQ conti:ol' 

:::;Mtt;!ft:f~~~!i~tlt 
:. : :cl.pit.ii :Luan:g:Pra}lang;both>;' 

·ri~i1:1:t~~~rii~;l~~:t:!~) 
· · •'·Ikuotidthat rione of•fue 
. Royal J...aotian . Ariny's,;,uilfo, . 
, t~ry . $!_i~1:fki. c~m,inander~ ;, 

hild. teen_ ~ble to leave l,lis ·· 

;J:: . -~It· h 
·,ne. ;·,, .. ;s,:e . . nHhe re-

.· ~ ~;,tf cf t/.:Jr~ 

where this week's fighting 
cccured was held by Thai 

,m""ercenary soldiers hired by 
; the American Central l ntel­
. ligence Agen11:y, 
; "1'4e defense minister_ said 

~he P._ath.et Lao fired more 
U1a!L .290. ;hells, mo~~m: 

( .. -;'.Q,l{!J.ds: .. and. 122,mm. l'!Wk· 
:' ·_etij.•~Uhe positions, forcing 
' the.r-nvalist ~!iidier;; to with-

:dii1y-.. ~ , _ _,- -
.. :J:I~~~'aid the r,iports.oUl;te 
pglitiilg, in ,smitllem ,'arid. 

~centraLLaos._wi:.):e sketchy.,· 
buts that ._.it appeared to be 
taking. place Ntst of Savah• 
11aknet and south of Pak$e. i 

--- -~~ _,.;. ·= . . - -~- _J 
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Spjf/2}',</$,(';"J#}fS soon 
to6e outnu1nbered 2-1 ' ' BY CHARLES.W, CORDORV 
.. 'wG.shi?1gton:Bu~c~u. -~/The S~:i. 

Washington-The North v· 
namese, with virtually their :en­
tire Army now in South V\et­
nam, are·rapidly moving addi­
tii:mal combat. divisions toward 
Saigon and shortly will· hav~ a 
numeric.al superiority of about 
2-to-l' over tlle capHal'~ defend­
ing forces, military sources said 
here yesterday. .. . 

The oclils '· confronting the 
South Vietnamese have becorrie 

. ,o grim that many mil\tary rrien 
privately . are C\Jli<;eding that 
.there is little prospect of Amer-. 
ican aid i.n1proving the military' 
situation m~ch: ev~n ·if Con-
gress were to approve ,it. · 

Intelligence reports . from 
Vietnam this week have been 
saying the Communists -~an be 
expected· to attempt attacks in 
the Saigon area in a ma!ter of 
days. These, at first, probably 
would be sapper and small 
unit attacks, while main forces 
continued to move forward 
with their supporting ar!illerv. 

Attacks in the provinces near! 
est Saigon. the reports say. are 
designed to force commitment 
of scar~ government resel'.ves 
to wear them down beforidian­
:Oi 's main forces have a 'go at 
Saigon itself. . · 

Hanoi is now in a position, 
the reports say further, to take 
whatever actions. are neces­
sary to force '. the war to an 1 

early conclusion.· The military f 
balance decisiyely favrlrs ttie j 
Communists. ·. 

1
, 

. The ·questions, then, arflmty 
ones of timing a{ld tactics, and I 
whet)1e' r S.OIDe ~rt. of political 
solution· can be forced before 
South 'Vietnam colla~ses." ... 

Sonl:ething of the 'Jehind-the-,f 
scenes· gloom. showeJ through1 
in a public comment yesterday 
by Gen. Fred C. Weyand; t)1e 
U.S. Ahny Chief of Staff, after 
further. testimony to the Senate 
Armed Services ,committee oo 

. military aid ( the pai:iel · later~ - · 
_ voted_ag;i.inst ll'!(!r_e_ ajg){ ~~--·-

'!I guess hecaus1rl am: a 'gen-T 
eral:";-GeneraF Weyand s11@, 
J'Lhave troubl.eJri saying·that -
the militark :situat1<in is i_tre­
trievab)e.-'.> '. : · · r. ·• 
. Commenting on_ tlie continu: . 

irig North V,ietnamese buiklilp, · 
military sources said there 
now i$ evidence thaf anotber 
Army · division has moved 
across the border. _That. wcruld 
inean' 21 of Hanoi's 22 ~ivisli:-ns 
are in the South.• j ; 

Of greater im\tlediat~ si~_fi: 
cance were reports h-~l'e th~t~ 
North Vietname~. corps head• 
quarters. has -beeh set up in 
Quang . ~c '.' -~'!~n,~~ just 
across the border frotn the 
military regloil ~~ S~go~, 
and two division:i-the 312th 

and 320th-are~· its com- ' 
mand at that border. They have . 
m~ rapidly:froin flh~ nor!& I 

em·part of the·country. -· -. i 
Two more divisions of that · 

cor:p3-:-the 338ih, apd newly ar-: 
· rived 300"th,.'..lire0 i:eporteit mov­

ing .southward; Still"anobher two 
outfl~16th AlMI · 10fb.-.:are 
rei>orie.d · 111:. ~" _· nori8:' P~ 
vince, also 'jusl ~· thiffior~ 
der ·tron{~;, 5ii!g9# nµlitary 
region.· .. f: / ':>.:-·>+ · . 

Even before the arrival of 
the two most distant, but rap­
idly mpving · outfits, the Com~ 
munists will ~ave a 2-to-l edge 
:iver· the defenders in <X>mbat dl­
visiqns, backed by:COIISiderable 
qu:futities of Jong-range .arlU~ 

lc;t1~{~~{:;~;).•.•~~~--
alrcraft missles .Into tlie tiattle 
area, as -General Weyand : con"· 
jirmed.y~tl)fday; r: ., -., ', ;,. ·• .. I 
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~ ~ lrl4t!J J s­
U.S. halt½e7 

airdrops to 
Cambodia: 

Washington Ul')-The Penla­
gon said last night the tinileu 
States airdrop of supplies into 
Camb?dia has been st?pped 
followmg · the government's 
surrender · to Communist-led 
rebels. · 
. The last _two rice airdrops 
mto Can:ibodia · were made 
hours after word of tht! surren-

' der early yesterday, th.: ·Pe 1ta-! gon said. · 
A Pentagon· spokesman said · 

there were 10 airdrops on the 
last day , of the Cambodian 
war, 4 of them with rice into 

the Phnom Penh area. · · 
At the end, · $6 million re­

mained in the Cambodian mili-
tary aid fund. · . 

The Pentagon stopped direct 
airlift flights into Phnom Penh 
last Friday when the last 
Americans. were evacuated in 
Marine helicopters. 

However, · · civilian crews 
flying. U.S. Afr Force' C-130 
~ransports resu?J-ed the supp:y 

. hft Saturday with airdrops of 
'.ammunition, food and fuel into 
the Phnofo Penh area and sev­
eral other places in Cambodia 
where government garrisons 
still held out. 
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The Evacuation Issue 
4./IW· .. 
Congress Suspects Saigon Aid Bid 
Is Meant Only to-Get-Americans Out ( P,tJl,.,.;f 7 £. _____ _ 

~ f By JOHN W. FINNEY 
Special to 'Ibe Xew York Tlmes 

-WASHINGTON, April 17-. 
There is a growing suspicion 
among members of Congiess 
that the Administration's words 
about . a moral · obligation • to 
supply military aid to Saigon 

· are really a cha-
N . i-ade; that the real 

C\\s object underlying 
Analysis the rhetoric is: to 

gain time to rescue 
Americans ·still in 

Saigon. Neither the · White 
Hou~e nor Congress can openly 
admit that what they are dis­
~-ussing is not how best to aid 
Saigon but how best to insure 
the safe withdrawal of some 
5,000 Americans. 

Knowledgeable officials do 
not believe that additional aid 
is going to influence tlul course 
of the battle now shap,ing in 
South Vietnam, but the hope 
that Congress will not reject 
the aid request out of concern 
for the Americans. 

Those hopes received a seri­
:>us setback today when the 
~onservative Senate Armed 
Services Committee, by a one­
vote margin, voted against au­
thorizing ·additional a.id. There 

The alternative o~ asking for 
no additional aid, ,by Adminis­
tration calculations, would have 

. meant the collapse of the Sai­
gon Government arid the very 
conditions of chaos; panic . and 
pi;obably .· anti-American ram­
riages that" would have jeopar- . 
dizedi a safe withdrawal .. 

The charade began last week 
when President Ford asked 
Con~ss to provide . $722-mil­
lion :in military aid.· At the 
time ;the President said the aid 
would "stabmze the military 
situation, permit the chance of 
I\ negotiated settlement, and if · 
the very 'worst were to happen, 

. at least allow the orderly 1evac-
1 uation of Americans and en­
' dangered south Vietnamese to 

places of safety." 
. The rationale began to be· 

com~ , eyi!lent even before Mr. 
i;ord· .ha4 delivered his speech. " . - . ·<. -

That may have been a w;i:--~ 
come appraisal intended for 
.ears in Saigon. But not even 
,the President's top advisers­
Secretary of State Kissinger 
and Defense Secretary Schles• 
inger-have been so confident. 
The most they have been· will• 
ing to promise is that the addi­
tional aid will give Saigon an 
uphill chance to survive 90 
days. 

The Administration found it• 
self in a political box. The 
more it emphasieed the goal 
of stabilizing the military situa­
tion, the more skeptical was 
t,he reaction in Congress. · 

. Oppositio111'-l~~!~tlng 
It was only wnen officials, 

in private sessions, began em­
~hasizing ·the condition of the 
Am.ericans that. Corigressicinal 
a~tltudes began to .shift. There 
has been a moderation in th 
initial outburst of opposition. 
Some of the older liberals have 
bee~ cautioning their more out­
spoken, younger colleagues to 
.hold their tongues while the 
political game is played. 

. stil'. remained !}ie possibility 
tha, Congress might vote some 
of the $300-million in aid that 
had been previously authorized 
but &till requires appropriation, 

In . a backgrouna ses;ion, .:Ad­
ministration officials" (that was 
the way the White House· in· 
sisted the voice of authority 
had to be identified) linked the· 
aid request to the· safe evacu-1 
ation of A!11ericans. · ' 

Th~; White House could _not 0 

emphasize· that linkage,' 1est 
such talk set off the collapse 
and panic it was trying to 
avoid. Instead, it has stressed 
the positive objectives without 
making clear how the aid 
would reach Saigon in time to 
stabilize the situation or whv 
~orth Vietnam, with,victory in 
its grasp, would be willing to 
negotiate anything but the sur­
render of the Government of 

The Administration also finds 
thp.t the evacuation issue can 
cut both ways. The Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
for example, · has been holding 
back on. humani!arian aid as 
it pressed for more rapid reduc-

' . tlon of the American contingent 
- tw"that only a relatiyely small,­

manageable number would 
. need to be rescued In the end. 
: · To~ many in congress, The 

As Defense Secretary James 
•R. Schlesinger acknowledged in 
a moment of candor before the 
Senate Armed Services Com­
mittee t~is week, the purppse 
of the aid request is as much 
psychological and political as 
It is military. 
· In ~sen,ce, the· Administra­
tion is fighting for time, not so 
much. ·to rescue South Vietnam 
as to· ·rescue. the Americans· as : 
well as wives of Aillflricins 
and their children; 

By holding . out the offer of 
aid: wl~kh. probably will never 
arnve .m time to have any lm• 
pact, t~e Whi~e House hopes 
to pro".'1de a signal of support 
tbat v.:_111· h9JcU!_l~_Saigon Gov-,­
emment. together ~orig -eiiougli : 

__ to ~.rm1t ~.._!!,v.a-cu~tion. ___ ; 

. President Nguyen van Thieu. 
Yesterday, for example, Mr. 

Ford declared he was convinced 
that, with the additional aid, 
"the South Vietnamese could 
stabilize. the situation in South 
Vietnam today.'• · 

J •. 
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Admirtist111tion..;,.and · in parti­
. cular, Graham A. Martin; the 
, United States ambassador in 
· Saigon-have been holding, the 

I
! resident Americans as hostages 

' for a continuing commitment 
1 to the Saigon government. 

There are :.also complaints 
that Congress is being forced 

, to pay a i'assom to Sail!on 
, to assure the evacuation. But 

there is· a grow!ng feeling in 
Congress that perhaps this Is 
the symbolic price that must 
be paid to get the Americans 
out. I 



e 

• 

DECLASSIFIED 

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE-MONITOR 18 APRIL 1975, Pg 13 · . c~,~ -, ' doorstest~monyofGen. FrederickC. W~yand, ' -11 · Army _Chief of·Staff, has been persuasive in · . rct'' changing his miIJd. He says that he now thinks. 

t
lll l't . I i , . 7 $'" !} that with a quick infusion of military aid there 

I ~ . a is a "slim chance" of preventing a South 
· ii;;I Vietnamese collapse. , · · · 
· · ~ut privately; Democrat~ now are admit-

m [ii, ~m , llild . ting they are feeling the sting of the Presi-

. 
~ I·_·- ·· Rf_ ~--- I- · · · dent'scriticism. · 
!!I il ~ :, 0 Ii ·. · At the same time they are calling -this 

. . O'finger_ of blame" unfai_r and saying that the 
Byrd, see_,s move_ ment· ,, public Will alSQ see it as such. The Democrats 

are admitting tjiat the P~ident might be able 

' to . help ·south Vietnam .· to use. this_ issue against them in next year's 
, . ,. , . . . . . election. . , · · . . 

. By Gdfrey~u.;~'.$;, . Thus, ,whereas only a few days ago it 
&taff correspondent of . appeared tru;it Congress woilld provide not one 

Tµe Christian Stjenci! Monitor . cent_ in military aid for Saigon, the prospect 
• • . . ' I • ·wamlliigtim . that some such aid (perhaps hidden in an 

The beginning of !l shift in Congrea; toward. evacuation · contingency fund> now. ,has in-
supplying military aid for South Vietnam is. crel!Sed signific!lfltly. · . 
visible here. · Thus, too, it ~mes clear that presidential 

• The best vote counter in the Smate - · politics is beginning to pay off for hi.m with 
D~m.OC;ratic whip Robert_ G, Byrd of· West .Congress on the aid issue, ·· 
V1rg1ma- told a breakfa5t group of reporters · (On Aprill'l, meanwhile, the Senate.Armed 
that in itist the la& few days he has seen a' Services Committee began. considerjng a 
significant movement of- Democratic senators . compromise . $50Bnillion authorization for 
toward providing military aid. . . additional military ,aid for South Vietnam. 

He said this shift reflected his own ~tion;. ~n~tor J)ewey f. Bartlett (R) of· Oklahoma , 
"Up to now," '_he says, ''l was·opposed to saidtheredu~tionfromPresidentFord's$722-. 
giving any _military aid. Now I think there million request was sugg~t~. by ~ttee 
should :be such and that there should ~ $300' · c~airqiap John C. St~ g?) of )-1,fissis~ippi.1 . 
million to $500 million to b2 effecttv~:" · · · ·' ~ut the quest~on •~!18 rq;eil is this: what.' 

• In the House a secret, me;ating of li~al I rm~t, the· cost be_ to.~ ~j~t in terms of 
Demo<;rats ended. ~th~-~~: that t;b.~ · eroding_what be~tirfues to'ssy-he is'seekiog 
would _have to PfOV1de military aidjim~~h.as: - __ a cl~~<>r~, ~~us,~lationship 
they we~ against• it) •Im· they 'c~$e: «:wtthth~l~s~~~bl1W:'1'1 :.; ·,, , , ; . · 
vulnerablE;· · to the •presidential ·ch~•gf, that; . , .~tQr, Byrd 'calls th.e Pr.esident!s, !'finger 

~throe ~~ voted against" such aj~ :were, of blai,ne'.''. po,i{l~, :at·t~:- De,-ooc.rats _-in 
reipo~ble for the f~ of, Southeast:As14..' '. ,·. l ,'[, Congress ·a cheap shot, :m,.nl,ll!Stly Ull1air apd 

Senator By~ miys t~ the ~:.closed-' oariisan_. ·. ~·,. ·•1 f ;:\ , , , ·. ,.. . 

At the same time, he expresses a continuing, 
friendliness toward tile President, '.calling him 
"extremely li,kable, personable down-to-

~ $th," the kind of persori,who sho~ld be in the 
presidency. . . .. . , · t , . 

· , ~Q~QW, S()Il)e ~/lY,, th!!! .Piresident so far 
, contlnu~s . t~ avoid _a l>r~ , wi.tb , the very 

Congress he 1s attacking. . . 
; · The ftesidentWismli'Wili-doidne is to 
, blame". for the collapse·.of,South Vietnam-'-­
, iQdicati~ !le was riot blaming Corigress. 

v, IM· b.el C9Ptim,ies_~ gcit: l:lilclt,:to a persistent 
theme 0--r- ,tbiat:'iif:!~1iha!dswted that 
!ffllita.ry 1¥.1 ~:te4~~ed; tM Clll'r~nt ttagedy 
m Vietnam wowd not have occurred. . ·· 
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L 
' flt J7 JI I). o ~ ,{',. TL \\J O f,. · ·· · · ,. . can m'odels, although,{.\meri-

Ofil <Cil \l!J<Q4,<ttl,~ ,M};<Ci!@.llTfil~f._. ;))_ :({))aJ.l_u .. _lfJJ. ~.Jl~uJlTJ.lllffi __ g · _. :... can,sourc~s said, newerjmodels , 6 e, . w,it)l ~0-mm guns'have1fought1 

. Maf!1llnl~_W@rf tJlTlild __ W_ CEJ§ll_ mi_ Oilil_ $_, JDJ_refrrcciceira_·'t' . '. ' . :
th~~~~J:/~r;iittl t~~!~·1sl 

Ir _ _ . t"' military thinking argue that 1 

--;;~ce between what is happen.'' · North Yietnamese nave concen- it wants to avoid a street by 
1 • ing in south Vietnam and what. trated 10 to 12· diyisions, .or, street, strugg)e for ~aigon,' 

By DREW MIDDLETON' )lappened in France iii 1940;· 100,000 t<? 120,000 ~men. The·, which would b~ ·costly i in ca; 
After. more than four weeks Many of the. elements of th~t, estimate 1s ,tha_t fe~er than sualties and destructive of 

of fighting, the Vietnam cain- tragic period have appeared m, half have .been .mtens1vely en- property as well ts marring 
paign appears to 9nited States . the hist month:• initial military· gaged,· so ti\.e-1 are fresher and the image. of liberator~· ·that 
military·.S'ou.rces to_· _be·en_tering shock that destroyed the_.mor- · probably more· confident tha11 Communist propaganda has 

ale of many units, hundreds of . the tired Southerners. They are attempte4 to paint. 
a final plia~~, in which Si!,igon's • thousands of refugees, the · also better equipped. Hanoi's tactics, the military 
hopes f'or preventing a defeat gradual physical disappearanc_e · A Long Request List analysts said, will be to se~k 
, · ·. . ; ar~- minimal, The of a once-trusted ally ....:. Br1- • . . f s· th .the destruc.tion. of Saigon's re-

. North Vietnamese , · tain · then, the United States Rehab!!' ~st1mates O 
• ou · maining forces outside the city 

Military· ·-dtv·isions closing in . now _ and mounting disillu- el"ll mate1:al . losses m the in the expectation that capitu-
Anal·y~l11 iar_ourid \he capita_) sion with that ally coupted · confused · fighting o_f · the .laSl lation will follow:' · 

01 th ta t . , · - · ' 1 • week are not available, but · · h •· ret.un · e ,. c ,~ · with desperate ~p~ea s to ,t
1 

the list submitted to Congress If t ese tac.tics succeeed, "the 
, . . . , . cal iqiti~_tlve .. t~ey f~r arms. . . . : by the Defense Department re• whole 'situation. · will go very 

seized at l3an Me T:huotifthe 1

1 
Arms alone are not the an:-, . · . . • fast," one source commented, 

middle of March', in,' t_his ·.view, swer the militruy analvsts I fleets the madequ_acies. . adding, "Collapse could .:ome . . .. , · I • . . • . k ·s . South Vietnam · urgentLy · tt f h d 
and the south Vietria,,n.·ese.have /On;:ede. For two wee s . ai- needs more than lOO,0O0.rifles, ma ma er o ours, not ays, 
neith~r. tiie'inanpower': ~or' 1.tje lgon ~ need, has been tramed 750 !lield guns, over 100 tanks, if the regular units are broken 
weapons to .fevf..'i"_s:e :ihe•,_~t_y_,:, combat um~- Although both 330 armored personne!'carrlers, in battles. on the outskirts.·• 

, th_e _South Vietnamese D!!'tense over I00 antitank missile The employment of the 
tion. · :,.,; .... -;p:, · ,;..,-.,'.,' : Minll.5try an~ the Pentagon laurichers and hundreds of mor- South's two waning mi!itary 

The -so\U'lles . .;said an Offen-- have- emohas1~e_d. the pr_esence. tars vehicles radios and other I assets, · air power and .armor. 
sive a:gaittst;::the 'city wai"iftl· 'of. 100,000 m1ht1amen_' m · the ite~s. ', · · in the last week of fighting 
most cerie.in't«{ open. pefore apy Se:igon arid !YleJsong River. de!- Some.- of this would be eari .' were criticized by' an exper· 
Amerrc~:~esdP,~ly .. litfot~~!tse,lf. . . ta a~as. expe,nenced .?f{1c~rs · marked for the eight divisions · ienced .officer, who felt tbat 
depenq_ent, -c,n Congress10Ml r~d t~em. fqrces a/l meffec.- Saigon is ·said to j)e frantically 'fighter-bombers• should have· 
sanctitntFan!i.' th~·:··reoi'gan,zil- pve '!l~!l:mst veter~n ~mmun- trying to organize out. of the been used more often in ~ur-
tion of s~:ittere<!}iY,f~foilf~f~: 1st d1v1s10ns. · . , · · troops. filteiiing .in . fro111 the port of the hard-presse(\ grornict 
haTvehe~IIJoi,nrpala:ei;.t_,"'.a_;•~',_.~-..,_·,_.e"·\~!'11'.«t't.. J, µItlp,:iatelv !he defense _of, the debacle farther nor:tli and from forces and that tanks should 

,,. v, "" ;;,1 . u 1 spra~mg . Saigon sector de- independent ranger units. have been husbanded. 
Vi:etnarriese ·comb'at ·ftlrc6s•;.in ! . pend~:-~ ~l,lo4~ 48.0Q0 to 50,000 . North.,Vietnam has. mean- South· V_ietnam -began the 
the Saigon sector,-. ;whdeh." re-! rej?ular; trcipps .. Sol)le_ ,of .. the while expanded its ascendancy campaign· with a high degree 
malned high during. the bitter unitf,,l,'\av~ $uffered_.~e~16~s ,17a~f-., , in, weapons. c'tnfantry · a~tacks .of mobility. Losses of transµo:Ct, 
fighting. for, Xuan- Lcic, )nay ualtiei;r <1nd all ff~ short O 1· are preceded by artillery. and 'shortages of fuel and spare 
crack, the sources. ·h2llieve, eauipment. . In the -present I rocket barrages and acconi.pa- \parts· and· weakness.::s in ,main-
once it is known that Anieri• crippl~d stat~ of·· ~he Snuth ' nied by strong annored forma- tenance · reduced thi, advan-
cans ·are leaving and that Vlet11,11,mese Air. Force, further- tions. Soviet-built field l!:uns tage. At .the same time the 
munitions are unlikely tt>.:ar- more, they c;mnot expect effec, outrange most of Saigon's arti!; Communists.deployed 11undreds 
rive· in tinte. · .. :· . . tive support. . ' , · • h · lery and .Soviet tanks. are more · of. Soviet-built trucks and at-· 't 

. -:· ere !1i'a.' curiou·s-~or-· .A~ainst this j?arris~~ ~e than a match for older Ameri• tained unprecedented/mobility., 
_____ __;.. _ ___,.;_-==---=.,...,,,====:aa:,""°""....,J 

' 
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-Relations were resumed I 
A Fl Sta D J in 1960 but the 1;1ew ambas-

. ·-·--· ag. ys ow.. ,n .• ~:~so~h:~sai~e:~~~:~~e{i~-
........ ,... Nol'~ government took over 

Uncertain Cambodian Embassy l :~et~!m~~~~~e•~i:~itu;~: 

Conducts 'Business as Usual'.: ~~m\t:Va\~!!e!~~:ar ~:;! 
movemen(it is presumable 
that his portrait will replace 
those of Lon Nol still hang­
ing in the chancery. 

, 3¥1 ?J By Elizabet~ Becker 
f ·washlngton Po,st sta!C Writer 

The flag of the Khmer Re- "Yes, I am the military at- , 
public was not raised yester- tache and I am going to 
day over the Cam b o di an lunch," said Brig. General 

~ Embassy, 4500 16th St. NW. So Sotta when asked if he · 
And. the diplomats inside was working yesterday. 

said they did not even know Un Sim, the Cambodian 
the name of the new gov- ambassador who arrived in 
ernment that accepted the Washington in .Julie, ,,1973; 
surrender of the Khmer Re- was not available for com.' 
public on Wednesday. ment, but his wife said they 

Drawing on · their civil had ni'ade no plans. 
servants' sense of duty .in Going .on with. buiiiness-as­
the absence of official direc- usual was difficult if not im· 
tives from Phnom Penh, possible. Communication 
now held by the Royal Gov- with the Camboctian ·capital 
ernment of National Union was cut. · Visitors :v,,ere 
of Kampuchea-the official scr.eened through most of 
name for the Cambodian the day as sec~etaries tried 
rebel government-the six to sort the ,essential • from 
diplomats say they will the frivolous. 
carry on !With business as A salesman for a liquor 
usual. · and . cigarette wholesale 

"l couldn't 'be happier· compailY wasturned away 
than to see peace estab- d'uring .the noon break. · 
lished in my country, an end "There have been no deci­
of hostilities," was the offi- sions about whether we' will 
cial statement made by work,for a new government; 
press attache Peang-Meth if we will leave the country. 
Gaffar. We are civil servants ,so· I 

"We all feel relief that the imppose the new govern- }-
blood-letting is over and rnent will pay our salaries," 
that rice will grow again," the press attache said. 
he added. 

Secretaries opened a·nd The minister counselor; 
closed the embassy on con- Vat Ho, said while climbing 
trary orders. Diplomats into his car · that "but of 
were dfvided ori whether the course; I am a diplomat ... 
war was officially O ver'. & diplomat of the Khmer Re-

public, yes." And everyone scurried 
about, saying "No comment" The embassy compound, 
ot its equivalent in French Campo<Uan property, has 
when asked about their situ- now had three different gov-
ation in light of the defeat · ernment owners. The Royal' 
in Phnom Penh. · Government of Cambodia, 

Both of the gracious brick headed by Prince Norodom 
buildings in the Em1bassy Sihanouk, occupied the 
compound were guarded by .. · premises from 1954 until 
extra police from the Execti- · 1965 when diplomatic rela­
tive Protective Service.·-.,,_ tions were broken between 

The diplomats avoided the United States and Cam-, I 
questions such as what the bodia. .. , -~. -· .• 
'new government wants to 
do with its Embassy and 
staff, whether the United 
States will recognize · the 

, new Cambodian government 
• •r and whether any of the dip­

lomats- will be considered 
traitors were avoided yester­
day. 
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Mildred Foster, a neigh­
bor who has lived:at 1603 Al- ' 
lison St. since 1926, said she 
hoped the Embassy would 
not be vacant again. . 

"They've been .nice ,neigh­
bors and it had beeri so 
dreary se.eing the_ empty 
houses when the Cam,bo,ili-

1 ans were on the outs with 
· us," · Mrs~ Foster -said .. "I 
1 hope it won't stand idle 

again. I do hate to Jose my 
neighbors. When · · they 
moved in they said to come 
over and visit them anytime 

, I ',Vas __ lo_nely." 
··--·----- ~ 
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Looking For an Exit in Saigon 
Hy Peter /\n1ctt 

::,AIGON, April Iii iAl'}­
'fhey want out. 

The young ViN11nm<!sc 
woman at tile U.S. consulate 
with a cable from n fol'mrr 
CI in Denver that n,ads. "T 
love you l'huonii;. l wont to 
marry you.'' 

"Isn't this enough to g('t 
me a passport?'' the woman . 
.i~ks. It Isn't. 

The Saigon lawycl' with 
lwo daughters at Barnard 
College, J\:l'w York, wnitlng 
~t the Interior c\llnl~lry, n 
bagful of piasters in his 
hanrl for ~pt>l'dcd·lti> paper­
work. 

"They will kill me if I 
slay hcrc. i will pay eny­
t hlng to 1,,.,,-e," he sald. No 
one wnnt.s his money. 

i\nd there ls the former 
Special Forces camp cook, 
the U.S. Aliency for Interna­
tional De\·elopment missloa 
<!river, the uncle of ,lw con\­
mander of a paratroop r~Al­
ment outside Saigon, Mi'.! 011 

and on. 
· The;• ail want 011t from 

Imperiled Saigon; icns of 
thousands of Vietnamese' 
who fear being !!/ft behinrt 
when the Amerlcnn~ finally 
foave their country. 

How to get out? 
Thero are three ways. Tlw 

legal way, the JI IP uni \\ ay 
and the American wa.v. 
; The American way i~ 

"Operation Talon Visl!," a 
reported U.S. military pro• 
ject that envisages rescuin)., 
200,000 or more Vietnam<'~., 
whose Uve11. may be end.in• 
gered by thelr assocletion 
with 20 years or American 
policy 1n Vietnam. 

llut few Vilitm1mcsc ~un 
he founrt In Snigon who 
hnvc 1111~· faith left in \h.:, 
American prnmisc. orndals 
in Wa&hington are not V<'l'Y 
optimistic either. They say a 
combination of events i~ 
forcing the U.S. governmrnt 
to virtunlly writ'! of£ tile 
project. 

"Unless there Is a c1·nse­
fire or an agreement l)y (l1c 
North Vietnamese army f.o 
ll't 1he South Vletnamesc 
leave peacefully, we will 
have e n•al mess," prcdictl'd 
C1ne State Deportment. offi• 
ctol. 

A Vietnamese colonel in 
loi,:lstlcs who was lrnincd in 
the United States echo!.'<\ 
the Slate Department offi­
cial. 

"Think il 1hrnugh," h11 

said. "If tho Am<'rican plan 
went Into effect, we would 
lmmedlately lo~c all senior 
police, military and gov<'m­
ment official~. because they 
would be the [irHl lo go. 

"On the list would be the 
command staffs of all the 
combat units around Saigon. 
Tell me. who fights the w11r 
while all these people 
lcnvl,?" he oskcd. "And who 
,will keer government 
functlonin~? It Is all a pipe 
dream." 

\V\lh lhn American way 
burc:ly a slim hoJ>e, rnnny Vi­
ctnaml,s<' 1irc tryin14 for the 

lCKDI way. This means gPt­
ti ng a passport isuccl and an 
exit vbn. 

Even in n•lrmal tlm,·s, 
onl.v tlw privilege,! Vfelnorn­
ese nmld travl'l uhroacf. He• 
c·enlly visas were rcstrickd 
lo trnsincs~nwn, but now all 

visns hnvc been suspended 
except In exceptional cn~cs. 

Thousands of Vletnamrse 
who claim to be the cxc<'P· 
tlonal ca.se have bog~ed 
down ,lhe Interior Mlnlstr~· 
wit11 applications. St.orlcs 
arc cfr<'ulaUnr: around Sai­
i:on that massive bribes arc 
required, but in fact, checks 
at lhe Saigon airport indi­
cate t hal few passports arc 
being issued at a-11. 

Only President Nguyen 
Van Thieu has the authority 
lo open the .visa escape 
hntch. 

"Thieu will have his ow11 
way out in the end, like Lon­
Nol," said th~ 98\l_ghler of a 
~'orcign Ministry omclal. 
"But we'll all be left be­
hind." 

J>rcslclcnt Lon Nol ot: 
Camh()(U,11 left Phnom Penh 
for overseas about 10 days 
b<'forc the complcto ,\m()ri­
l'flll withdrawul from the bc­
~lcged city. 

'J'hl' U.S. <'mbassy has of­
fered lo speed up the paper­
work on visas for relatives 
of Vietnaml!sC giri8 who 
mRrrlM GI~ and who nr<' 
now living in the United 
Stales. Ench morning they 
throng liw t;.s. consulah•. 
nlmtt! with former girl 
frknds or soldiers. 

The U.S. embassy prom­
isc•s to complete m•ci:ssa r., 
paJ><.'rwork for ll'g!Umate Ill'· 
pt "·:rnl,; ln 10 days lu two 
we,Jks. 

'i'hc third way out l~ lh<~ 
ill<'1(nl route, ficein~ tht! 
country without papers Ilk" 
tlie I lungnrians and Cuhan, 
in Ilic lalc 1950~ and early 
l9ti\h. 
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Thert' ti; no land route of 
CIWl!IHi ht!<.'l'IIS<l the lll'll,(h• 
borin•: ttn1mric,s o( IA\Oij 
and Cambodia arc in Com­
munist. ht\nds. 1'llat leaves 
the sea. 

Some Vi011rn1m~llc f11mlllr-s 
nre knnw11 to have left al­
r<·(Hly, lcosiug lan_:e fishing 
ho,\ls ,rnd ~u~lnl vessels and 
~ailln~ off to Singapore nnd 
the l'lii!ippinc•s. 

11,;,1•,·\Pt\ •wmt' hn1:c twcn 
turnc:rl hark l1y Viclnan1t'sc 
nav.1• p.itrnls. 

1\lnm of the hundreds 
who 11ian to lean' by hoat 
are wailill~ "'for Uui right 
time" n totnl collapse or 
~ovi•mmL•nt before they 
ll--nve. ~,. 

"When Lhot time comes, 
the Vil'tn<\lllc~t• nnv;y will be 
too hu~.Y n:s1,:uin;,; their own 
fa111ilh-:. 111 \\'PITY nbout lht: 
re~t llf us nn tiw hiJ.:h SC8M," 
c·o111me111ed t,ne VirtnR01es1• 
who Im~ l>filtl thr. l'(JUivnlc-nt 
of $3,nni, r,1,· u place on a 
l:u·1,1, fisltin,: l'l.'tiSel for his 
famih· ,;f Ii,•,·. 

,\h.",:,rd ~hip, he said, wlll 
b<: n do,·ll>r :111cl his family, 
,ir11" t.u n•1l(•I pir.itt·s. "and ,\ 
,1ipl111nat Lu m,[.!otialt• v.hcn 
w,- 1·c::,L'i1 a forct1~11 ))Ort," hu 
said. 

Then• is n,w final wny out 
that l1;is r,f Vin111:1111esl' aro 
l,lll-.ing ;,l111lll·0Uid1i1.,. 

",\h wi k and l h;"·,, mad,: 
~ pact tlm1 if all els" fails. I 
v. ill :,t,u,,t t11·r and the twr, 
t'l1ildn•11 .)I"' lhvll myscll," 
s:.i<I ,l 1;1\1 y,,,. I It- lol<i do~e 
n·lncivt·s lhat hi, a~sot:ia­
liou.~ Hlth pa.,t S;dt!i>H .t:ov­
<.·n1rn1-•rt!.•, :1nd tlH~ ~:x,neri .. 
<·:u1•:., ··111e~i11s dt•ath, ur the 
<'qlli'.·""';,•t, un<k•r the Com­
mu111.,1,. 
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Ford 'Absolutely Convinced' Situation 
ln·VietnqmCanStabilize WithArmsAid 

By ROBERT KEATLEY 
StnJJ Report•r of Tam WALL Sn>:zr.JoumiAL employes ot the U.S. government and pri-

WASHINGTON ...: ··with an escalation of vate companies and others known to oppose 
rhetoric, President Ford said yesterday that communism. 
he is "absolutely convinced" Saigon can sta- The. White Hou_se backs this proposal In 
bllize the military situation iri South Viet- principle but distigre-es on one important 
nam If it got $722 million more in Amerlcall item: it says $200 million Isn't enough to fi­
arms. nance a successful evacuation. Assistant 

His subordinates claimed much less the Secretary of State Philip Habib yesterday 
day before. Appearing· before congressional told the Senate committee that "Secretary 
committees, &lcretary of State Henry Kis• of State Kissinger said the President· ac­
singer, Defense secretary James Sehlesin• cepted the concept of such a contingency 
ger and Army Chief of staff Frederick c. fund · · · if the funds were adequate. My un­
Weyand were all less positive. They agreed derstandlng is that the funds are not c.onsld­
the Saigon regime would collapse without erect adequate." 
more aid, but had.only "a chance" of sur- · -Just how much the administration wants 
viving with It. · · wasn't stated, and chances of getting large 

?.tr: .Ford, however, said new military _as- sums remain uncertain. House Speaker Carl 
slstance would Jet sciuth Vietnam negotiate Albert (D., Okla.) said that even a $200 mil­
a peace settlement from a. stronger position. lion request "would get a fairly cold recep­
l;le also claimed "the tragic situation" In tion" In the House, though Senate prospects 
S~nith Vietnii;m- today could have been s-eem brighter. 

' avoided If Congress had voted enough arms There Is Widespread support on b<ith 
aid In 'recent years, sides of- Capitol Hill for humanitarian assis-

"A relatively small additional commit• tance and refugee r.ellef. Mr. Ford last week 
ment In military and economic aid com- asked for an initial _sum of $250 million tor 
pared to the $150 billio)l we had previously these purposes, and Cong.ess seema llkely to 
spent" could have prevented the recent re- vote some money, though not necessarily 
treat by Saigon's army, M Insisted In an ap- that amount. 
pearance before the American Society of However, the talk about special evacua­
Newspaper Editors. The President was tion tunds has confused the situation. Some 
questioned· by a panel of editors, at the legislators consider the Senate committee's 
ASNE.meet!ng nete. . $200 million proposal a substitute for the 
Improved Cbance11 President's $260 million request for 'humani-

.Me~tl:ine,'_ the c~ces of getting con- tartan aid. Whether the Congress will even­
gpessional approval for some addltlon&l as- tually vote on three fund requests (these 
sistil.nce:-. though probabiy much iess than two plus m!Utary aid) or ~nly two_ remains 
the $722 mllli!)n Mr. Ford requested, seem uncertain. . . 
to be improv:tng. · . Meantime, the battlefield news from In-

!Jen. Robert Byrd (D., w.va.), the sec• dochlna. remained grim. . 
imcilranking;,·Democrat in the_ upper hou~e. The Phnom Penh government, having 
said hew~~ '.'.much Iinpress!)d" by the Ford )ost lts airport a.nd with Communist forces 
administration's argtitnents for additional lllSide the city, offered to sur:ender. Prince 
weapoWj: and concluded: "I think 1 ld Norodom Sihanouk, the nominal leader of 
vote for 'EOme further. military. aid." c~~n. the. Khmer Rouge, however,. declined the 
Byrd's views~often reflect political trends on offer. As Mr. Ford noted during his session 
Capitol Hill and may! Indicate significant I! with the editors, the prince probably doesn't 
reluctant s.u_pport' for new a~propriatl~ 8 ' have the political power needed to accept 11, 

• • . ,. · . . . n · surrender; he ls considered only a figure• 
. The .main reason for such a switch could head ,eader who really doesn't control 

involve d(!mestic politics more than foreign forces fighting In his name. · 
policy .. 1'fr .. Ford he.B, tn ettect, told . con- Ab d d City · · 
grei11i that Saigon will fall without more help · 8:11 one· · . 
and thus h¥ ·gtveii the lawmak&rs ·responsi- . ~ South Vietnam, Saigon's force~ a.ban• 
blllty for Saigon's survival at least to a de- doned:_ Phai:i- ~~. ~ne of. the few coastal 
gree. Rather than shoulde; the blame, legls- cities _it ,st/11 held,. and 11\lffered some re­
lators might vote .some extra funds so t'hat r;rs~:a-%:~ \.DC, which controls. an 
collapse of south Vietnam. which many con- po •'"·· ·.· d , ~~ding irito • the cap1~al. 
slde.r· to be; lrtelliti\ble can•£ be called their Co~mu1;~t~t8,~fil,l~cy;. also closed down Bien 
C . . ·. < ... • • · ·, • ,, ' • ·, · • . Hoa air b;is11,,.l:b,e gover:nment's largest mill• 
_a~t._, , rt.,1-.-,:·· '·; ,, ·, : · •· · · · tary field .. :_':' "· -:, .,•..... ·· · 

'S ,m :addl.tlo~\~ )X1B&lble annil aid, other : Bu\ ~e .x~ ~c ~~iti!l. continued heavy 
tundl ~elat~«?:, to the South Vletnam· sttiJation and, . ~o far, indecisive.· American officials 
Wlll r,robll,ljfy b11 voted, : . . · bellev~: ~e Nguyen yan Tlueu goyernment 

, . The Senate Jrore!gD: Re~tlonil Coinmlt· wotild gaj1;1'. & breather. if i( could hold tnat 
tee fu\.s 'drafte1fa· bill :authorlzing· $200 inll• qity ~. for<)e the North Vle4ui;mese into at 
l~ tor :.ivaoo,ttdri Of 'Arn,~rlcaiis 'and ao1rJ! _least·· B. temporary retreat . j:hei-e. If Xuan 
South Vietnamese from the country lt),,event l,,q<: falls, hovyever, many U.S. officials here 
of· a;_ Communist take:over, According to believe Saigol).,,Will collapse quickly.' . ' . 
Chairman -John Sparkman (D., Ala.}, the In ¥1Y case, there's little belief here that 
bill would.permit the U.S. to extract'.up to a.ny, Sa.igan ·government-can- survive: for. --
174,000 Vietnamese whose lives might be loni, ''1'1¥, best that ·u.s. officlale hope for is 
endangered if they remained behind. This a batUefield stalemate, followed by a. peace 
would include certain government officials, settlement es~ntlally on Hanoi'~ terms. 
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By lll.o!.iert l'. Hey 
Staff <:orrespondent of 

1 The Christian Scienc(' Monitor 
' WllShlngton 

Many key members of Congress believe that 
proposals to give · military aid to South 
Vietnam must ap()(!ar to be going through 
Congress, to ensure that the South Vietnamese 
do not violently tum on Americans in Saigon 
In frustration. 

This'"hostage" theory, as it is called, i;iained 
credence after the Senate l<'oreign Relations 
Committee met April 14 with President Ford. 
Several members came away wilh the distinct 
impression that the President and Secretary 
of Slate Henry A. Ki~nger hold this view. , 

Thus some members since have spoken of, a 
renewud willingness to provide additional aid 
- _possibly even military aid •- to Saigon. 
Pnvately, however, most congressional 
sources. flatly i_nsisl Congres.~ will not gi\it! 
more n11l1l;try mt! now toSoulh Vietmun. 

llowcver. many key memoors of Congress 
conlmue to heheve the administration does 
not in~ist that this additional military aid be 
provi1l<'d, · 

They cite lack of private administration 
pressure for passage; "I haven't ha(.! a call iii 
~hrcc W(tCks from the Stale Uepartment on the 
issue," says a key Hcpublican source in h 
typical comment, "but when they wan\ 
something, I can't get away from thi:m." 

What the Senate decides in the next few da)'!ii 
will set the congreS&ional trend. 'Though both 
how,es are holding several hearings, even a 
top llm~'le source concedes: "The action is in 
the Senate now" -· and the HoUBe is waiting to 
al:t on whatever the Senate recomrncnds on 
Vieln:iin aid. 

fund approval advances 

The firHt step was tentative approval Tues­
day night, April 15, by lhc Senate Foreign 
llclatimio.; Commitlet~ of $200 million to be used 
for the withdrawal of Americans from Saigon. 
Tht• proposal wouh1 permit President f'ord to 
\ll\c the money, if necessary, for defensive 
military purposes to aid the withdrawal. 

This is a "contingency fund," said Se11, 
Jacob Javits (fl) of New York, at a breakfast 
meeting Wednesday with reporters. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Congress understands the exquisite deli• 
cacy of removing many Amcr•k;;,ns 1 quietly 
frotin Saigon without appearing lo abandon 
So1{U1 Vit'tnam. It believe:; l'rcsident' Ford i:s 
on the right track hy unoblru~ivel_y removing 
all iwncsscntial Amtricans ·- sv tllal the total 
remaining in South Vietnam is 1·educed nearly 
to 1,000 from today's under ~.000. Congress 
has heen pushing him in this direction for 
days. 

Some members of lhe Senate F'oreign 
Relations Commit foe were improsst:d with the 
Presldcnt's promise to fore,: U.S. An1bus~udor 
Graham Martin to speed up his pullout of 1 

nonessential Americans, made during thci.r, : 
Monday meeting. When it is uccompllshed, : 
presumably in about one week, Si:natc sources · 
say\ the remaining 1,000 Americans in South 
Vietnam will be a manageable number to 
evacuate at one time should events so dictate. 

However, some members of Congr,ess be­
lieve the administration has not lhoughl 
beyond the evacuation or Americans. and has 
no concrete plans ror evacuating a substantial 
number of South Vietnamese. 

This ncwspc1pcr hus learned that in closed- -· 
rioor testimon_y Tuesday before the Senate 
JJdiciary Committee. State Department 
~-1uthea.st Asia expert Philip Habib said that 
i11 order to evacuate the 200.000 Vietnamese 
the administration says might be killed by the 
Communist!!, one of two conditions would be 
eJsential: a slabil\zed military situation or 
prior approval for the evacuation by the North 
\'ietnamese and Viet Cong. 

Mr. Habib also told the 1:ommillee, sources 
s,1y, that this mass evacuation could not be 
accomplished during chaos. such as accompa­
nied the fall of some South Vietnamese cities. 
Snould chaos m~enr. he said. llw \ls IA)n111,1.~ 

havC' to do lhl• best it rnuld to cvacua1'· "~ 
nmny Vietnamese as possible. · 

But committee sources believe that if tht' 
'military situation were stabilized, thr I U .S 
would not £eel the need to evacuatt:I lht' 
Vietnamese. 

As to arranging an agreement wjth the Viet 
Cong, during questioning Mr. Habib said the 
Viet Cong had not contacted the United States 
about arranging for such an evacuation. When 
asked if the U.S had initiated such a contact 
with the Viet Cong he responded indirectly. by 
asking the inquiring senator how he would go 
about muldng i;ut~h a contat:t. and what lw 
would offer llll' Viel (\mg in return. 
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million list of emergency tion while reinstating the -the-need_for the aid. 
military aid for South Viet• scheduled riscal year 1975 Kissinger gave figures 
nam have already been sent supplies. showing that $396 million of 
to Saigon, ·although Con- it would be used "for am-
gress seems likely to reject BUT IF CONGRESS munition, fuel, spare parts 
the aid request. balks at the emergency aid, and medical supplies to 

According to Informed as virtually all Capitol Hill sustain· up to 60 days of 
sources, some of the most observers expect, then it intensive combat, and to 
urgent arms supplies on the might not make much dif- pay for the cost of trans­
list have been sent by a ference anyway. Saigon porting those items." 
juggling of military aid would then. be expected by 
books. They have been officials here to fall and 
charged to the remaining whether the last drops of 
funds in this fiscal year's FY75 aid went for arma­
mililary assistance appro- ments or medical supplies 
priation for South Vietnam .. would not leave complica-

Such things as . medical tions for future bookkeep­
supplies from the 1975 fiscal Ing. 
year aid program have The $722-million figure 
been held up so that rn!)re was put on a list of urgent 
critical things can be rush- needs worked out in Saigon 
cd to bolster the defenses of two weeks ago by Gen. 
Saigon, the sources said. Frederick C. Weyand, the 

INFORMATION given by 
him · and Schlesinger 
showed that $140 million 
would be used to re-equip 
and reconstitute stragglers 
from the rout in northern 
South Vietnam into four 
divisions, $120 million to 
upgrade 12 ranger groups 
into better-armed army 
·regiments, and about $66 
million to turn some ter­
ritorial forces into infantry 
regiments. The administration is Army chief of staff, and 

hoping that Con. gress will Erich von Marbod, the 
vote for the $722 million in Pentagon supervisor of aid 
emergency military aid to Indochina. Secretary of 
which President Ford asked Defense James R. Schles­
Thursday, and then the inger and Secretary of 
books canbe-· straightened State Henry A. Kissinger 
out by putting the critical testified before Senate 

Even with the new fire• 
power and reorganized 
troops, South Vietnamese 
forces will be outnumbered 
about 3-t~1_-2. Kissinger 
said. - Henry S. Bradsher 
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Resistance Stiffens in ·Vietnam 
, It is stitl too soon at this stage of the. battle to 

. predict the outcome of the fighting around Xuan 
-Loe, 36 miles northeast of Saigon. What can be 
said is that the battle is of critical importance to 
the defense .of the capital. The North Viet­
namese have committed a larg~ force, including 
elements of three divisions. And so. far, the 
SouthVietn~e~~ ·army,':with about the· same 
number of troops, is holding its own and inflict­
ing heavy casualties on the. enemy. 

In the delta area to the south of Saigon as 
well, the North Vietnamese are applying heavy 
pressure, trying to cut Saigon's communications : 
with South Vietnam's main food-producing re­
gien. H!;lre, too, the early signs are encouraging. 
·According to reports, government troops. have· 
beaten off repeated Coµununists. assaults in 
southern Long An and northern Dinh Tuong 
,Provinces,,aimed at cuttln:g Highway 4 which 
!Wes ~aigon to the ~outh. A thrusttoward the 
· :major city of Can Tho is said to have been repuls-

, , ed; again with heavy Communis~ casualties, ·· . 
After tlie dismal, performance c:if • the Saigon 

for~s in the·opening pb~se 'Of the No~ Viet­
'I)81Ilese .offensive, they now appear to be stand· 
mg their groW1d~and-giving arteast· as much·as - · 

· they are .1'.eceiving. If this contjnues to be the 

case, a reassessment of the general prophecies 
of imminent doom could be in order. 

There are a number of sound military reasons 
for a stiffening of the defense in South Vietnam. 
The Communists, in trying to follow up rapidly 
after the collapse of resistance in northern , 
South Vietruun, are quite cenainly over-extend-

. ed. They will need time to consolidate their 
gaµis, bring up·supplies and regroup before at• I 
tempting a major assault on the' c~pitaL This 1 

should provide a prec~ous breathing-spell to 
tighten Saigon's defenses in a situatiqn1where a · 
further major retreat would spell almost certain· 

· disaster. ' · · · .. . . 
Although the will to stand and fight is growing 

among the defenders~ the long-range outlook re- · : 
mains bleak. The Communists, who already. out-·, , 
number arid outgun Saigon's troops, are receiv- ; :) 
ing reinforcements from North Vietnam at the 1. 

rate. of 1,000 _men a day. The American C~n- · }J 
gress, despite the pleas of the administration, :~' 

. seems a~antly opposed to sending any. more 1 
:, 

badly-needed mi~itary aid to South Vietnam .. 
And with no poUtical solution to the conflict re~ 
motely in _sight, ,even the most_ desperate .arid 

-d~termined resistance is not likely to stop a 
Communist advance in the end. 
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I 

In 
1
: my opinion your editorial effort$ · 

to assess the blame for the debacle in 
South Vietnam have missed the point. 
The failures behind what is happening 
now "are failures of perception in 
which many, if ncit most of us, share­
not 91e least including The Washing-
ton P~st. , 

Because their colonial past had left 
them weak and the destruction and de­
moralization of the war and the Japa­
nese occupation had further exagger­
ated that weakness, the countries of 
Southeast Asia were especially· severe 
casualties of World War XI. And be­
cause they started so far behind they 
were slower Lhan most countries to re'· 
cover from the war and its aftermath. 

Through, local. Com!lltmist and pro­
Communist political · ,pa1•ties and 
through armed arid . other subversion 
the USSR and. the Chinese People's 
Republic, sometimes separately,· some­
times in tandem, have persisted in 
their efforts to extend their influence 
in the area, despite occasional set­
backs. The impetus this has given to 
internal political conflict and chaos 
has also slowed development. 

Considering this ·background, ;ilh 
our help and that of some of our allies, 
most of the countries of Southeast 
Asia-including South Vietnam-have 
made remarka,ble economic progress 
and have contributed importantly to . 
the spectacular growth ,in recent years 
of the strength, stability and self-reli­
ance of countries of the Pacific Basin 

,1 -the area most geopoliticians agree is 
the one that will most affect our-i1i-
deed the JNOrld's-future. · 

Until it began to weaken on Viet­
nam, the U.S. had made a major con­
tribution1to the area, helping to bring 
independence, to stimulate and assist 
economic develop·ment, to encourage 
the use 'of free-market economies and 
to promote self-reliance and self-ex­
pression. It had wisely-t)lough. some­
times belatedly-realized that helping 
those who could help themselves and 
encouraging the maximum of self-moti­
vation, self-choice· and self-help, was 
the key to helping development of 
these--countries. The fragility of some 
of them, for example that revealed ,by 
the recent ro1,1t in South Vietnam, only 
underlines the importance of our role. 
, No one should be deluded that these 
'areas will not be closed to the U.S. as 
they come under Communist control 
or that this will not mean an ~ncreased 
threat to the pluralistic way df life for 
ourselves and our, friends in'Southeast 

. Asia, who belong to some of the most 
pluralistic of soc_ieties. \ 

Preoccupation with blame, recrimi­
nation and the debate on the past will 
only make. a bad situation worse. Con• 
centrating on and quarreling over the 
poor Vietnamese orphans, for example, 
will only add to the image: of a U.S. 
that is cutting and running in South­
east Asia. 

What is needed is· a new sense of 
U.S.· interest, determination and in-

. volvement in an area that every po~·-
(,.. t-2.i) .at,IP:residen. t and Congress. have re l­
~ _ '!__ -~Jimport;111t-:-~ ~o~cept which ~...:-~l 

recently, the press and public sup­
ported. What is needed is new words· 
and new actions that will convince the 
Thais, Malaysians, Singaporeans, Fili­
pinos and Indonesians, as well as oth­
ers interested in the area-but mainly 
ourselves-that while the U.S. may 
have stumbled badly in Indochina it 
has no intention of abandoning its 

' strong friendship and relationship of 
mutual assistance with countries in 
that area. There is a need for dispell­
ing some discernible doubt on that 
score. ' 

Washington. 

Francis .r. Galbraith, 
l"ormer. U.S. Arnb-ae34dor t,n 

Indonesia and Siil1nlPore, 

On Leadersh,ip 
1 . 

I read wlth much interest th".. ~rliclP. 
<by' Joseph. Califano Jr., entitled 
"Where Have all the Leaders Gone" 
appearing in the April 7 Washington 
Post. 

In assessing the, breakdown of our 
leadership and condemning the mutual 
recrimination bf the President and 
Congress, Mt. Califano misses several 
important points. 

Thus far Congress has not articu-. 
lated any foreign policy' in regard to 
Southeast Asia other than by cutting 
the President's military assistance 
budget for 1975 and by refusing to act 
either negatively or positively on the 
President's emergency request made 
.on January 28 for $300 million for Vi­
etnam and $228 million for Cambodia. 
At the very least the congressional 
leadership sho\lld bring these ques-

tions to the floor for a determination 
by the full bodies. The Senate has·not 
even held hearings on Vietnam, and 
the Cambodia aid bill has lain on the 
calendar for over two weeks with no 
action. 

Our foreign policy has undergone 
fundamental and /dramatic change. 
during recent years. With few excep- · 
tions, until the pre'sidencY of Lyndon ' 
Johnson, the Chief Executive deter• 
mined our foreign policy. However, :be• 
ginning with President Johnson and 
culminating with the passage of the 
Wnr Powers Act in 1973 under Presi­
dei,1t:' Nixon, the legislative branch hi!~ 
f;1!n:11 it upon itself to be at. lea8t a co• , 
'lJ,ffticinant with the ,President in for• 
eign ;iCfairs. · 

Wit.I\ its .11ew\ powers Congress must 
~l~o be ready to bear the attendant 
burdens ai1d respcinsibilities: This in• 
eludes criticism and scrutiny. 

,f believe the Congre5s, the President 
and the American· people must deter• 
mine the extent · of our commitment to 
the assistance of our allies,. We must 
determine whether our commitment to 
the defense of liberty is, and should 
be, as strong as that of Russia and ' 
China is.in support of tyranny. 

The ~!!cisions we reach may ulti- i 
mately reveal whether we acted in the i 
spirit of Winston, Churchill,• • who be- \ 
lieved a country must take risks in the 
defense of li:berty, or in the spirit ot 
Neville . Chamberlain, who espoused 
"peace in our time" but · brought us 
:Munich. 

Dewey li'. Bartlett, 
lJn!ted states senator CR-Okl1.1. 

Wa~hingLun, , · 

· An,. 'Insofvent' Foreign PoU,cy 
• • ' ..,I 

U.S. foreign policy, in the words of 
Walter Lippmann, is the "Shield of the 
Republic." A strong shield proti;cts the · 
fortunes, the liberties, 'and the lives of 
the people; A solvent foreign policy is 
the essential Welfare Program that a 

· wise and compassionate government 
provides for the people. 

Whatever peace and proi.perity· the 
people may seem to be enjoying, if the 
nation's' foreign policy is not solvent, 
they are on the road to war, and may­
hap to ruin. An insolvent foreign pol-

0.icy plunged America into World Wars 

fulfilling th'e economic and military 
commitment it has made to an ally In 1 
battle, it accepts and even courts defeat, ·; 

· ·and abandons its ally to the mercy of : 
the common enemy in the name of 
"morality"; when faced with the threat 
of another conflict, the government it· 
self is torn •by dissension about the 
conduct of its diplomacy, the condition 
of its arsenal, and where the vital in• 

, terests o,f the nation lie. 
Above all, a foreign policy is insol• 

vent when the people, sick of political 
recriminations, and confused about 
what commitments have been made in 

It requires no foreign poli¢Y exper- their name that. may require them to 
tise to see that our i-nsolvent policy is fight and die, begin to seek surcease 

I and 11. -

once• again setting the stage for , a , from• sacrifi'ce in disarm'ament and 
'world war: · "peacf:?'.' in isolationism. 

A foreign policy is insolvent when a . As a nation averts its face from the 
nation's power (its resources and mili- shameful and bloody shambles we cal:L 
tary means) is no longer adequate to Vietnam a_nd turns to the crisis in the 
fulfill lts 11verseas commitments; when Middle East, I am reminded of the last 
all it1,; alliances are in disarray and line jn the "Memoirs" of the late Ar-
s-ome have crumbled; when allies ~nd tbur Krock:} 

I have con.tracted a visceral fear. 
friends begin to question not only its It is that the tenure of the United 
capacity to fulfill its commitments but States as the first power of the 
its fidelity to them; when it is widely world may be . one of .the brief eat 

· perceived by other nations to be grow- in •history. · 
ing relatively weaker in power than its Thanks to an insolvent foreign pol• 
adversaries arid less resolute in its na- icy, this is a visceral fear many Ameri-
tional pur.poses;_ when it begins to ·trade cans have now come to share.' 
witih its enemies ~ :fri;en.d6;. «. with Clai·e llfle.tJte Lu 
r~:~i~~~~e,;inf .of Washinuton. ,·, .:,· . .. , . - . - ~~~-~-~-~ .• ~~-~~~~=·~~ 
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·. ·. The Re:fJ19'1~t~ategy: 'A Fabrication' 
The Post has printed another · · ' · 

"vicious fabrication" in T. D. Allman•~ 
allegation that the U. S. deli:berately 
followed a ''refugee strategy" in Viet­
nam. At a time when you're calling for 
an end to mutual recriminations, why 
revive this old canard that U. S. policy 
"always has rested on the deliberate 
production of refugees"? 

The massive refugee flow was a 
, tragic :but unplanned consequence of 

the way the . war was fought.:._on both 
, sides. True, our firepower created ref-
1 ugees 1but were the Tet offensive; the 

1972 Easter offensive; and the present 
cataclysm (long after all U. S. troops 
had left) the product of U. S. strategy? 
And the fact tha,t almost all refugees 
fled to the· government side has long 
frustrated those who would have us be­
lieve that, only U.S. shoring up of our 
puppet governments was what frus· 
trated popular preference for the 
other side. 

Allman's citations of USAI.D, Ge11• 
eral Westmoreland, and myself arc 
grossly misleading. · Of ·course, we 
sought. to att.rit t11e VC population 

• base; co,ntrol and support of the peqple 
is what the wi_!r was all about. But the 
way we sought to do it was by bringing 
secm;ity and economic revival to the 

· countryside, not 'by forcing the farm­
ers into the cities. Forced draft Urbani-

, zation was never ,part of our policy, re­
gardless of what Professor Hunting­
ton wrote . (and as I told. him at the 
time). In fact, once the tide turned our 
way in 1969-71 after Hanoi's Tet offen­
sive was crushed, refugees began re­
turning to the countryside. 

TI:te Pentagon Papers contain every 
secret policy directive issued from 
Washington from 1950 through 1968. 
:Find ,me a .single one that 1 called for . 
"depo-pulating the countryside." We 
made •many mistakes in Vietnam, but 
this was not one of them. 

Alexandria .. 

R. W.Komer, 
(former chief -paclficatto-n 

odv.i,er to '11:Je GVN, 1967•68) 

genc-e and strong character ·of the Viet­
namese people. There were far deeper, 
more profou'nd reasons for the flight 
of these huge niasses of the Vietnam­
ese peol)le 20 years ago than.- a: few 
words that any foreigner among them 
could say. The' same holds true for the 
great exodus from Vietnamese homes 

· we are seeing today._ 

The Vietnamese have deep roots in 
their homes. Anyone who has lived 
amon~ them cannot help but·be struck 
by the closeness with which they hold 
their ancestors. Any uprooting from 
their ancestral homes is a climactic ex­
perience, a separation from a most 
meaningful and cherished'part of their ' 
lives. Only great lcar, terror about 

.harm to a family can cause a Vietnam• 
ese family to move away fr(1m what is 

• so dear to .it. Today, as they did Zll· 
How can a reader commend you for years ago, the Vietnam cs.~ refugees ',H·e 

publishing such a needed,. thoughtful, ·not fleeing from possible born-bing by 
and balanced editorial as ·yours on Americans. There were no American 
"The Evacuation of Vietnam" on April bombers then. There are none today. 
11, when next to. it you place such a Th.?se Vietnamese are fleeing from 
blatantly Hanoi-biased bit of propa- Communist rule. This rule. is an expe-
ganda as the article •by T. D. Allman rience that the Vietnamese have seen 

, on "The Refuge·e Strategy"? Since my at .first hand. Af~er 30 years of war, 
, name was mentioned in the· latter, they are deaf to propaganda. from any 

which I look upon as a piece of side. Th'i!Y judge only from what they 
shoddy, yellow journ:ilism not worthy have se~n for themselves. And they're 
of your pages, I feel that I must re- running away from the Communists, 
spond to it since you saw fit to display not towa-rds them. · 

i it prominently. Admittedly; the leaders in ·Hanoi 
, The Allman ;piece is so filled With 

---- . : artful "disinformation" that I will must feel a great loss of face that th.'2ir 
-I limit myself only to the •part in it ref- behavior towards the Vietnamese peo-

ple has caused so many to flee from 
erring to myself and th e implications them when given the chance. I can un-
he draws from this. I trust that othet d?rstand why they have lackeys pro-
Americans will respond to his calumny vicle alibis for them in the Western 
about them. 

Allman credits me with stampeding press. The gJ·eat flight today, as 20 
a million Vietnamese to flee from years ago, is taking place in front of 
North to South Vietnam 20·years ago. . the.whole world, not behind the bam­
Perhaps I should :feel flattei'ed that hoo curtain o{ their authoritarian rnle 
anyone hould 'believe that I have such,' wh?re wliat is se,~n 11J1cl heard is under 

~ · thell' coutl'ol. .., persuasive powers. lnstead, I am angry f 

. day's reaction of the Vietnamese peo­
ple must be an excruciating humilia­
tion to those -who claim to lead the 
p.~ople. The recoiling reaction of the 
masses of Vietnamese people under­
scores the falseness of the self-a;. I 
pointed .position of the Politburo.-bl 
Hanoi and the lead,ership of the 
Dong Party as spokesmen for the pe . 
ple. Self-appointed? The Vietnamese 
people have had little or no say in 
picking such spokes'men in the\ con- ! 
trolled and rigged elections of North ' 
Vietnam. Nor can the Vietnamese pJo- · 
pie believe that this Communist lead­
ership . stands. for ariy values recog­
nized lls being Vietnamese. A foreign , 
ideology and or;anizatipn ?f soclftY \ 
a•·e being forc,'.'d upon lhem by a deror­
mined group of "true believers". Or ' 
rloes Mr. Allm~n, 01· anyone else, a~tu­
~Hy thi.nk (hal: Marx and Lenin. with f 
theirideas and systems of control, are : 
Vietnamese in origin? 

1 'l'h" Vietnamese might appea11 to h~ 
·hapless in the face of, the overwhelm­
ing tragedy overtaking them, but they 
are not stupid. They might well turn 
upon Americans for deserting them in 1 

the agony of their desperate hour of ' 
need. Yet, this cannot be translated as ' 
meaning that they welcome Commu­
nist rule, as Mr. Allman implies. It as­
tounds me that he tried to sell so 
shoddy an angument to Americans. Af. 
t'i!r all, most of us are the descendants 
ourselves, of refugees and slaves. We 
know how great is the longing for indi­
vidua! yberty among piose who don;t 
have it. 1 • A'· 

Give us l101wst information as Wll>A, 
to determine what best to do at !IP! 
mom'.'nt of history. We are close to our ' 

. 200th anniversa1·y as a· nation. Help ua 
he true to the principles toward! 
\\•hich we have striven. 

E, G. La.nsdale, ' 
' Alexandria. Mal. G~n., U,$,A.:F, C:R•~ 

-

~ ~is im~l~~ .. !ltfU,n_r.: of the' intenL,J\ -~- :face of l~~litary victo'ri~s, JO• . 
- ,'l(Gf•J~ _,_..,~~~-r ..,._--, 
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A 
. • T_hese Viet~am.ese mana- v• t p Ii 

I 
,- · air force flights without 

· mei· cans -ged to get out of Saigon on 1e. o ce 
~ ? ) · · passports or other· formal E Ev·a uated'· travel documents,. The Phi- .. ru· pt ~t· 

lippines has not agreed fo 
receive them, but is ctosing 

By Don Oberdorf er official eyes · to their. pres- u s Mi · ~ 
»:;astnngton Post Foreign Service ence for. humanitarian. rea- ,. • - s-s1on' ~-The· einbassy 'itici::dient·oe-·· 
CLARK AIR BASE, The sons. American - officials·.~ • . 'gan about 6:40 a.m., when 

' Philippines, April 17 - An- · from President Ford .down , · : two police jeeps carrying six 
other 104 Americans and Vi- : -have said the· United States By IPhllip A. :Mccombs : policemen drove up. The 

1 

etnamese dependents arri- : will give fleeing Vietnamese W~Po.nJ>orq,n.aor:no. j ;ajor,,, whose nametag said, i 
ved. from Saigon today as ,, a place to live-but so far SAIGON, April 17-A Vi• · . am, go! out and' quietly 
part of a quiet, continuing K- no _leza~. procedures . have •tnamesa police major : -bega'?- aski!1g questions of 
exodus from America's long- ; 6een - worked out . to make broke up the long lllne of I the. first Vietna~ese people, 
est war. · . 1 this promise a reality. , Americans and Vietnamese 'in bne. 

U.S. Air Force C-141 Star- Some of this first grou.p of waiting 1n line before the "How does this work?" he 
lifters brought three loads of stateless · refugees are· fe- · U.S., Consulate here Thurs- asked. "Can anybody get in? · 
people and materiel to this male servants, common-law day morning. '"You . can't What kind of paperwork do 
vast i~stallation,. the largest wives and children· of Amer- leave this eountryt" hi, you need?" · ; 
Amencan overseas air base, foans in Saigon. A few have , lhouted 1n Vietnamese. "I'll One of the first women in 
where 26 months ago the legal passports themselves arrelt you all!" line explained thin"s to the 
last prisoners of war landed but lack documentation for Marine guards quickly es- major; and as the discussion 
from North Vietnam to sig- their accompanying children corted several hundred continued he grew more and 
nal the cmot(onal climax of and relatives. · Americans with their Viet- more agitated. 
direct U.S. combat involve- The air force is feeding ~a.mese children, wives, and ' Finally he began accusing 

· ment in the Indochina con- and housing the refugees fiancees inside the U S the V(etnamese people in 
flirt. free of charge, and the State :Embassy compound la'nci the lir~e of "avoiding the 

Those who arrived today Department is interviewing tocked the gate, lea.mg tM war." Some onlookers said 
were mostly U.S. contract them as the first steps to- majo~ and five other police- they had the impression 
personnel who had labored ward establishing an Ameri- men~utside. · that the majol" believed a 
in the cities and countryside can identify, Orders have Th Vietnatµese could leave the 
of Vietnam on construction come down to keep tile refu-

8 
police then went country immediately, per-

and maintenance jobs. Some gees away from the press at a.way a
nd 

the incident haps by helicopter simply 
- had Vietnamese wives and all costs, and guards have ended. O~servers -said lt by getting through' the em-

children with them, and ,been posted around the,,ir ' aeems ~nli'ke}y the police i- bassy gates. 
most said they had little or barracks. Their movements. . were acting In ~n ?fficial ca- The major then · began 
no notice of their hasty de- are limited. \ pacl~, but tbe mcidentts in- ' telling people that he 
parture from Saigon. ' '( The reason for the unu- :cate of _the ~plosive at- · woul(\n't allow them insid·e 

A New Jersey man said : sual procedures appears to OsP ere m Saigon those . the embassy unless · they 
that as recently as Monday 

I 
be uncertainty in high levels d~~ a~d t~e resentmt'lnt could prove to him that they 

his maintenance group was.J ~-of. gov;ernment about their ! wit which Vietnamese tend were married .to Americans. 
told it would remain in Viet- ~tatus-and fear of establish- , to view the American re- . He spoke only in Vietnam-

' n~m indefinitely. But as the i~g precedents. It is also be- action to events. 'ese and at no time ad-
military situation continued heved ( that officials ' fear · An Air America helicop- dressed himself to any of 
to worsen, sudden orders. news of the presence of the ter was seen to circle low the Americans in line. 
sent him to Clark on. the· refugees may anger tile Sai- over downtown Saigon : A lV[arine guard · at the 
first leg of a long trip home. gon government, and per- streets in recent days as an , gate said later that he let 

Most of the Saigon ·expa- haps create a Jarge demand American leaned out shoot-·· the Americans and Vietnarn-
lria_tes arriving here iwere I f:om. other Vietnamese for , Ing ~tion,· picrure1 

film foot eae inside "to save as much 
pl_aced on other air force s!mHar: evacation opportuni- age. t\t_ least some Vietnam• ha.rassment -as we can." He 
flights within a few hours to ties. ese office workers who saw said that by closing the gate 
con,tinue their trips to the Air force officials. have this became nearly hY8teri- ihe hoped 1:o ,make latecom-
United Sta_tes. prepared to ,feed and house , cal and said they are sure it ers disperse rather than 

Meanwhile, about 250 Vi--'· --~s_many as· 5,000 stateless I f is part of the planning lfor form a line outside. 
etnam~se who arrived over refugees at one time if the an American evacuation. 1:oday was the first such 
the past week are being present trickle sho~ld be- The U.S. embassy refused to I incident, and the first time 
kept almost incommunicado come a flood. · . · co~~ent officially on such 4 the line ~as not . allowed to 
in a three-story ·barracks 

115 
The steady, low~key ex~,~,-. activities. . • form outside the high mod-

sta~eless persons-the first 
I 

dus !rom Saigon .continues,,. The Vietnamese wives, ! ernistic U.S. embassy' build­
of perhaps hundreds of tho;u-- ~ at this logistical base which - ; ch.ildreh and in some eases 'ing here. 
~ands ~f r~fugees whose fu- . l?ng supported the bone and 7'fiancees-m! ~erican citi-
ture will pose knotty· prob- smew of the Indochina war _1 zens can l~ave the countrY 
lem~ for the U.S. diplomatic · ' legally, an~ those lined up 
setvice. 

1 
In front of ,he embassy this 
morning-a~ people - have 
been doing for weeiks now-· 1 

' were•waiting for necessary 
~erwork to get out. 
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Indochina Roundup 

Philit;ines.· 
A kl t'4 ~.1 s-s s s1an 
S 

/Ah✓•. 
umm1t 
MANILA - Philippines 

President Ferdinand E. Mar­
cos, reacting to the fall of 

, Cambodia, c;illed yesterday 
for an urgent summit meet­
ing of the five-member· As­
sociation of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) to consid­
er their security. 

Marcos proposed talks · 
with the leaders of Indone­
sia; Thailand, Malaysia and 
Singapore. He set no time 
for the meeting, and a gov­
ernment spokesman said 
Manila was prepared to host 
the meeting. 

Marcos said Wednesday 
night that the U.S. Con: 
gress's refusal to extend ad• 
ditional assistance to its In­
dochina allies "suggests 
strongly" that the United 
States no longer considers 
Southeast Asia vital to. its 
interests. 

World Reaction , 
· While many nations pre­

pared to recognize Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk's 'Khmer ' 
government in Cambodia, 
the Soviet Umon reacted 
cautiously. , 

In ,1 Tass nt!w~ agency dis­
patch. on the aecond page 
of the· government daily 
newspaper Izves,ia, the the 
fall of Phnom Penh was re­

, p<,rted but no mendr,n made 
of Sihanouk 1Jr his Khmer 
government. 

InstPad, credit for the 
"v•.ct0ry of Cambodian pa­
triotic forces" was given to 
Khieu Samphan, regarded 
for the past year as the act­
ual le,ader of the insurgent 
troops. 

The dispatch, from New 
York, did not a1lude to the. 
American and South Viet­
namese invasion of. Cambo-
dla in i970. · 

Some observers attributed 
the Soviets' relative silence 
on the issue to the Soviet 
backing in re.cent years of 
the depose~ Cambodian gov-

. ernment of -Lon Nol, while 
Peking supported the in­
surgents. 
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Australia and New Zea­
land promised humanitarian 
aid for the new government. 
Australia · extended recogni~ · · 
tion within hours ·of the fall · 
of Phnom Penh; · and New 
Zealand said it. would offer 
recognition. soon. ' 

British Foreign Secretary 
James Callaghan told the 
House of Commons that 
Britain was ungently study­
ing the question of recogni­
tion and wanted to see ·a , 
,government take power .in· 
orderly fashion. · " 

Japanese Deputy Foreign 
Minister Rumihiko Togo 
said Japan would offer rec­
ognition· soon. One condi­
tion, he said, is support· for 
the new government from 
the ASEAN grouping, 

South Korea had no offi­
cial- reaction. On Wednes- · 
day, Prestdent Park, Chung 
Hee had suggested,1:hat the 
fall of Cambodia and• South 
Vietnam might tempt North 
Korean President Kim II 
Sung to act against the 
south. , 

Thai Defense Minister 
Pramarn Adireksarn lsaid 
the 380-mile Thai border 
with Cambodia had been 
closed to prevent infiltra­
tion and said the govern­
ment would meet to discuss 
recognition of Sihanouk. 

Sri Lanka recognized Si­
hanouk earlier this week. 
Portugal said yesterday it 
will reopen relations with 
Cambodia and Denmark 
said it would automatically 
continue relations with a 
new · Cambodian govern­
ment. 

Peace Request 
SAIGON-The South Vi­

etnamese government called 
on the 12 signatories of the 
1973 Paris peace agreement 

. for help in ending the Viet­
nam war. 

In Hanoi, the North Viet­
namese Foreign Ministry re­

: jected as slanderous· charges 
; •by the United States that -· · 

Hanoi had violated the Paris 
pact. 
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Aid Req;:iests ,_ · · 
ROME-The World Food 

· Program allocated $6 mil­
lion worth of high-protein 
food for Indochina at the re­
quest of United Nations Sec­
retary General Kurt Wal­
dheim. 

In New York, Waldheim • 
appealed to all governments 
for $100 million in immedi­
ate relief for Indochina. · 

For the Record 
• A Vietcong spokesman in 

Peking said the co·mmu­
nists would not ta:ke repri8' 

' als • against Vietnamese who 
worked · with th.e United 
States in Vietnam. 

• Two .officers of the Inter­
national Commission of Con­
trol and Supervision, caught · 1 
behind Communist ' lines 
near Banmethuot March 10, 
were returned to Saigon. A 
Vietcong spokesman said the 
officers, an Iranian and an 
Indonesian, wer.e not con-
sidered prisoners. ' 

• Greece became the 74th 
nation to recognize North 
Vietnam. 

• Australia granted a one-. 
year residence to a woman 
claiming to be Prince Noro­
dom Sihanouk's daughter. 

I The government said it could 
, not confirm her contention. 

From &taff reports and news dispatch .. 
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Friday, April 18, 1975 THE WASHINGTON POST 
' ••• Rl · 

• Khmer Rouge:·· Victois' 
----- -- -. _, 

1nCOll~uities 
I •• < • ' - • 

Beginw,'ilh ·. Sihii9; 
_ _____,___ ··c - ~ 

By Lewis M. Simons win one of the most impres- new Cambodia "will not be 
- ----~~ -- ----, 

who has never renounced 
either l;lis royal title or his Wall!llngton Post Forehrn Service , sive military victories in a Communist state, it will 
religion. __ · -BANGKOK; April 17 ~ modern warfare. be democratic." 

Who are the so-called Pehaps the s'ingle great- Just how. much weight Anyone who ever · knew. 
the mercurial prince when 'I 
he was simultaneously chief I 
of state, movie director, sax­
oph:enist, gourmet, woman­
izer and bon vivant, would 
have a hard time imagining 
him living· ·contentedly 
among the. hardliners whom 

Khmer Rouge, the rebels est incongruity about the this kind of remark carries 
who in five years of civil Khmer Rouge, or :Red Cam- with the.· insurgent leader-
war have defeated an Amer: ship as they prepare to take 
ican-supported. government New_ 

8 
Analysis power in Phnom Penh is 

and its military machine ha5d to know. · At other 
and are now about to take times, Sihanouk has · ac-
control of Cambodia? bodians, is the great and ap- krtowledged that in the long 

Oddly, even as they al- parent difference· between run the Khmer Rouge would 
ready are becoming an in- those people · who have have little use for him. 
ternationally recognized gov.. waged this war in Uie jun- "They'll' spit me out like I a 

. l;le calls· Khmer ~ouge 1but 
who refer to themselves as 

ernment themselves, very gles and the man who. cherry pit," he said once. "patriots." . 
little is known about Cam- speaks most · often on their The signs indic'ate ·that 
bodia's Communists. To most behalf-Prince Norodom Si- he's right. Information _gath• 
Westerners,, including thooe hanouk. ered from villagers who fled 
U.S. intelligenc~ experts who A pudgy, long-time play-· from insurgent-captured ter-

And yet, so far, both the 
"patriots" and Sihanouk 
himself contend tha-t he will r· 
remain head,of the govern- : 

' 'have studied them for years, boy, the 55-year-old prince ritory in Cambodia reveals 1 ment · and the partiY', ' 
GRUNK and FUNK, the 
popularly used French aero• 
nyms for the Royal Govern­
ment of Khmer National 
Union and the Fro'ht of 
Khmer Nat\onal tJnfon. 

they ·,·etain a blurred, mys- .professes to be a devout that the ComI]lunists have 
terious image. Buddhist and an anti-Com- established communes and­

'.rhe.v are shadowed , by munist. Although he . has aglricu\turai co 1 l.e ct iv es, 
A_ seeming incongruities ·and, spent the iast five years in :killed and tortured a mim-
W _ at least in th,eory, split inter- exile in no less a bastion of ber of Buddhist monks and 

.nally ·by distinct-ideologica't doctrinaire communism than.\ put the rest to work at vari• 
and geopolitical differences. Peking; just this week, ac- ous forms of harcj labor. But even' if this is .techni­

cally the ca~e at the mo­
ment, it is clear that Siha­
nouk is by , n-0 means a 

Yet, they have obviously cording to a. news agency This kind of performance 
been able to contain these ,report· from the . Chinese would seem to be unaccepta-
dii'ficulties well enou~h-~o ____ c_ap_ital, Sihanouk said the ble to a man like Sihanouk, 

r- -- --- ---
i po~er among the Cambo­

-; _dian. Qomm.unists. 
Just who really is in 

: charge remains a mystery, 

1 
just as where GRUNK's 
headquarters is located is 
not known. Some observers 

: believe the government-to. 
be has been operating out of 
the ceqtral Mekong River­
town of Kratie. But others 

· believe it is a mova:ble head­
. quarters, always operating 
' close to the mili~ary front. 

The name most commonly 
·· associated with Khmer 
I Rouge leadership is that of 
' Khieu Samphan. I 
I Described as physic)l.lly 

slight and effeminate in 
1 manner, K_hieu Samphan ·is 

a top leader of the military, 
1
1 government ·. and political 

~ party orgamz'ations. He is a 
W memb~r of FUNK's polit­

buro, . GRUNK's deputy 
prime mimster and minister 
9f national defense, and 
commander-in-chief of the 
Catnpodiiin People's Na-

tional Liberation :· 0Armed 
Forces. 

If there. is anyone calling 
the shots above Khieu Sam­
phan's head; and most ob­
~ervers believe there is, no 
one seems'to,know who that 
persoit might' be. · 

A year · ago, Khieu Sam­
phan went on a three-month 
tour of ·communist and non­
aligned countries in Asia, 
Eastern Europe;. the Middle 
East and Africa. The fact 
that .he was known to be out 
of Cambodia at the iheight 
of tht• 1974 dry season offen­
sive has led several 'observ­
ers\ to believe that at- least 
on 'the military side, some­
one else is in charge. 

Like mar,y Khmer Rouge 
leaders, tru:., 43,year-old 
Khieu Sampilan became a 
Communist w.•nle studying 
in France. He earned a doc­
torate in e(s:momies and re­
turned to Cambodia in 1959. 

From then on, he pro­
moted communism in bhe 

---~-; 
country and ran. iµto diffi- jungles from Phnom Penh to . 
culty with . Sihano'uk, who Hanoi in , 1971. He .. i~. -con- 1 _ 

was stridently anti-leftist at sidered pro-North Vietnaine'se. 
that time. Shortly after he Under the blanket la·bel' of · 
got back to Phnom Penh, he· Khmer Rouge, he Communist 
was beaten and stripped leadership a:ppea:rs to be; split 

· naked in the streets of the three _ways: those; like Ieng 1 

capital •by Sihanouk thugs.· . sray, · who are pro-Hanoi; 1 
Seven. years· later, when those who are home'.gfown 

Khieu Samphan disappeared products and, those were 
from Phnom P e nh to former members oi the· Cam- . 
join the Communist under- 1bodian 'elite and lfluctuated : 
ground, ,Sihanouk put a between being_pro- and antic· 
price on 1iis head. It· was Sihanouk as the ·prince ra-ri 
initially 1believed that Siha- Up and down the :political I 

nouk had :him and two other scale. , · 
Communists 'killed. When Some observers believ'e '. 

. they reemerged years later, the latter group, who were 
they became known as the the most . recent·, arrivals 

1 "tihree ghosts."' under the Khmer Rouge um- , 
Another m a j 9 r figure brella, currently may be the I 

among the Khmer Rouge is key pe_ople. 
Ieng Sary, a special adviser These same ·observers· ,be- , 
to Khieu Samphan who, for lieve bhat · once the Com- ; 
several years, acted · as a munists take charge · in i 
watchdog over Sihanouk in Phnom Penh,_the differences 
Peking. ' among these three -groups, , . _ 

Ieng Sary, who is married and any number of sub-
to a French-educated Com- divisions along regional 
munist like himself, is repiJted class and other lines, cou~d 
to ·have trekked fhrC?)lg'fl:~fie broaden into a ser\o~lijf~ -·----. - -~-----',----~---.;..----'-----------...:--...;_......s...-c..._c_~--~- __ ; . , .. ~ 
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------~------------------ ------· 

• ''KhJJJ~r,l!l!l!~e (]elebrate Their Victory 
From Nev.:s mwatches umphant insurgents, accord- At 11 a.m. the captured Dara, commander of the 

Victorious . Khmer R'orige ing to reports filed from the radio station issued an ap- Khmer Rouge forces in the 
forces began taking over the Cambodian capital .by Cam- peal for calm and directed ~hnom . Penhd areat, eStHa?• 
d · · t ti' · f C b d' th t . f t,h ld · I1shed his hea quar ers. ts 

a mmis ra on ° am O ia bodiart employees of the As-. e roops O e O gov- aides said that henceforth 
yesterday. In one of their sociated Press and United -ernment to lay down thelr their organization would be 

, arms: Tine message was is-
first acts, they: demanded Press International. sued jointly in the name of known as blie National Move-

. that generals and officials I The agency dispatches re-. the Khmer Rouge and sev- ment Front. . 
of the def-eated Cambodian ported 'that . the insurgents eral military and religious The whereabouts of Khieu 
government report ,to them rode into a city bedecked figures associated with the Samphan, ?ve~all leader. _of 

. under the white flag of sur- with white flags, some of former government, includ- the rebels ms1de Cambodia, 
. render. them stopping to embrace ing Gen. Chhim Chhuo.n, was _not known. . . 
· The climax to five years soldiers of the old govern- commander of the Phnom Prmce. N. 0 r O d O m Siha-

of rebellion came peacefully ment, their former enemies, Penh garrison: nouk, head . of state of the 
in Phnom Penh, and the and inviting them aboard ar- At the Information Minis- new gover~ment, and an­
only shots heard were those , mored · personnel carriers try, which is close to tihe 0ther key_ · Khmer Rouge 
fired into the a\r by the tri- for a v_ictory parade. . radio station, G,en. Hem Ket 

foaoer -said their state would . 
be neutralist ani1 nona-

_ligned .. They scoffed at con­
cern expressed by U.S. offi­
cials that, a "·bloodbath" o{ C 

reprisals would follow their 
·conquest of Cambodia. 

In Washington, where the 
U.S. government hacr been 
the chief backer of tli.e de- , 

' feated government, Presi- . 
dent Ford issued a state- ' 

; ment ' saying, "The United · 
States views the fall of the 
government of the Khmer 

, Republic with. sadne&s and 
I compassion. 
' _"I wish to ~xpress my ad-

miration for the Cambodian 
' government 'leaders and 

people, who · showed great 
courag~ until the end, aJ?d 
to their armed forces who 
fought valiantly with their 
remaining supplies." • , 

According' to the dis- , 
patches filed from Phnom ' 

! Penh Thursday, sporadic ' 
fighting continued in the irn- I 

mediate outskirts ' until · 
about•8 a.m. At that time 

i all resistance in the north'. ' 
: ern sector, an area of . a 
1 main Khmer Rouge thrust, 

j
. ended. Soon afterwards · 

army vehicles with loud-·~ 
speakers began touring the 
city telling people to display 
white fla~s. 
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.The-first rebels came into 
the city from the north. 

' They parked their armored 
vehicles near the municipal 

~ stadium and strolled trium-
1 phantly south in groups of 

three or four ·along a boule­
;, vard by the Tonie Sap 

River. 
A correspondent £or the , 

Japanese news agency 
Kyodo said some of the 
rebel soldiers told him, "We 
have come to liberate you 
from the Americans, the im- , 
perialists and the traitors. 
You are ,now free. There is , 
no more fighting or blood- ' 
bath in this city. Families 
are reunited." 

The AP staffers reported 
that thous.ands of people 

' -gathered in the streets to 
,, wave at the incoming 
l · troops. Some surrounded 

small groups of rebel sol­
diers and followed them 
about. 

Other people cheered and 
waved white strips of cloth t 

from windows and roofs, the 
AP report said. It added 
ttiat Al Rockoff, an Ameri-

' can free-lance photographer, 
; climbed on· the hood of a 

, l jeep filled witj:l Khmer 
Rouge soldiers, and th'!! jeep 
drove · up and down the 
streets. , 

North · Vietnam's leaders 
said that the Khmer Victory 
has ushered in ·a new era of 

--'"ge°nuine independence, sov­
; erignity and neutr~lity," for 
Cambodia, the North Viet­
nam News Agenc.l:'.._B!i.4, 
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The Pentagon. said its , 
emergency airdrop of food' l 
and ammunition to_ Khmer·., 
Republic forces nao ended Gen: Lon ·Non, brother of past actions. He added, how-
at 11 p.m. Wednesday Wash- President Lon Nol. · ever, that in· some othe:r 
ington time. That last air- . The president, le-ft the coun- cases there would be trials. . 
drop would have been made try several weeks ago in what "We will judge in a humane 
about an hour after the I was then described as an at- way," the envoy said. Y.ou'r~ 

, Khmer Rouge took over the tempt to bring about a nego- seen that there is· no blood-
. Phnom Penh radio. ' tiated settlement. Lon· Nol is bath in Phnom Penh." 

The last drop elsewhere in now in Hawaii. An aide said The envoy, C)1au Seng, 
the country, the Pentagon . yesterday ·that he had no told a crowded news confer-
said was Kdmpong Chhang, comment of the fall of the ence that the new govern-
at 4'.30 a.m. yesterday Wash-. country. ment would . be neutralist 
ington time. Lon Non's name was list- ,. and nonaligned and will llsl-

There were unconfirmed ed on the joint appeal for low no foreign bases on 
reports from Bangkok that calm and order for the Re- ··cambodian territory. He said 
Premier Long Boret had publican troops to. surren- Cambodia will not be a 
flown to Kompong Chhang I . der.· Last Saturday ~t wa~ ~atellite of China or any 
froin Phnom Penh. There ,· erroneously reported that · other neighbor. · 1 

was speculation that he and , Lon Non had left the Ca~-- Seng denied there was 
some other former govern~ · .. bodian capital on the· Amer• any friction between'····Siha-· 
ment leaders might attempt I ican evacuation. · · nouk and the Khmeh Rouge 
to carry on a resigtance Also surrendering · were who were fighting against 
movement. I senior monks from the main him before his overthrow in 
· Elsewhere, the surrender Buddhist pagodas in the cap- 1970. But he indicated that 

of the remaining enclaves of ital. The monks had been the prince would be little . 
· the Khmer Republic seem.ed , among- the staunchest oppo- more than a symbol. 1 almost complete, although 1 • l d 

the status of one of the larg- , . nents· ., of the Commumst- e Asked if there might be 
est-Battambang in n'orth- l Khmer Rouge movement. elections in the future . he 
western Cambodia-was not Former p re !11 i er. Sirik said, "That would not b~ im-

Matak, a key figure m the possible." · 
clear. le,gislative ouster of his cous- The f" · t. t k f th. 

A Thai newsman reported in, Prince Sihanouk, five . 1rs as s O. e new 
from the Cambodian border years ago told newsmen at governme~t, he s~1d, would, 
town of Poipet that the ·: ·the· Ho~l• Le Phnom, "I am •?e to get hf_e back to normal 
Khmer Rouge appeared to _ \. not leaving my country. I m the capit~l. . . 
be. in ef°fective control. He_·. was invited to run away but · Reporters mquired about 
reported that the takeover I refused. r really do not the fa_te •Of t_he several for-,. 
had apparently been carried know what will ,h.appen to e'.gn Journal!s~s who ha~e 
out without resistance. me andi my .family, but r d:sappeared . m. Cambodia 

The rebels, carrying AK· must .stay with my people." smce t~e f1ghtmg began. 
47 and M-16 rifles with . . . . Seng said, "We are not keep-
strips of red cloth tied to ~1

~
1k ~atak is on · the ing any journalist prisoner 

the '•barrels, had taken up . origmal 11st of_ seven; so- · in the liberated zones " r 
1 called "super-traitors" whom . · . · . 

positions in important build- . Prince , Sihanouk has said In Pekmg, Prmce S1ha-
ings in Poipet, the reporter are under a sentence of nouk heldr a reception and 
said. death. The others included described the conquest as 

Thailand sealed its border ; Lon Nol Long Boret and "the most beautiful page in 
with Cambodia to prevent a . former Premier Im 'Tam.· Cambodian history." 
flood of refugees from com- · Three others on the list left This, he said, was despite 
ing a c r-o s s. Several plane- the country before yester- the cost of 1 million Cambo-, 
loads of Cambodians, total- day's collapse of Phnom dian lives. Western sources 
ing about 100 persons, d!d Penh. -have estimated the number 
manage to get to Utapao air· b 
port in Thailand a.s the sur- The list 0£ "super-traitors" killed at a: out 250,000 of 

was subsequently expanded Cambodia's 7 million popu-render came. . . 
by Sihanouk first to 14, lation, 

Among the officials of the then 21. But in Paris yes- Sihanouk made one brief 
former government in Cam• , . d d : terday, Sihanouk's special visit to the Khmer Rouge 
bodia who reportedly- hee e f. 1 -envoy· fo Europe said -that forces in 1973 and has a 
the Khmer Rouge directive to i 
~urrender at the Tnformation only the original "seven shaky position a.s head of 

·' historic traitors'·' would be . the Royal Cambodian Gov; 
Mini5try in Phnom Penh was held accountable for their 'ernment of National Union, 
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as his state-in-exile has been 
called. Observers have ~~­
pressed doubt that he wields 
any ~eal powe:r: ove:r: his for­
mer enemies, · the Khmer. 
Rouge. . . . . . 

. Nevertheless, at th!:! Jecep. 
tion he said that the Khmer 
Rouge had 11,ske'd him to 11"~ 
head of state for life. 

He also said that he could 
not tell ·1precise1y:· when, he 
woul-d, return to .Phnom 

. Penh because his mother 
was near death. "Maybe in a . 
couple of days, ,maybe in ·a. 
couple of weeks," he said. · 

Cambodia wi1i follow· a 
poiicy . of peaceful coexist­
ence, the prince siiid. "We 
shall always struggle 
against all attempts to sabo.­
tage the independence won 
so dearly." · ' ·' 

As the end approached in 
Phnom Penh Wednesday 
night, some 2;000 persons, 90 
per cent of tliem Caniboa 
dian, sought r·efuge at _thW 

. ,Hotel Phnom-which the In­
ternational Red CrQSS had i 
declare.d a "demilitarized 'irt- I 
te~national zone.", One._per: 
son who was refused refµge / 
was. Gen. Sak· Suthakan, 
who took over last Saturcl,ay 
as the heiJd of · the gov.ern- ' 
ment. 

Early Friday,· Reuter ' 
· quoted ,tnformed sources in 
Bangkok as saying Sak Su­
thakan was among .120 Cam­
•bodians arriving in three I 

planes at the U.S. airbase of , 
Utap'ao at dawn. A Thai for-

. eign ministry spokesman 
had said no Cambodian min­
isters would be•permitt~d in. 

Agence France 0Presse; . in 
• the sole. dis p at ch from 

Phnom Penh early Frid:ay, 
reported that late Thursday 
Khmer Rouge patrols with 1 

loudspeakers rolled through 
the capital warning the jiop­
ulation to evacuate. because 
of a threat of· 'shelling; · · j 

· There was no further e\Xplm1- i 
atio1,1. \ 

.1 
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. I ~N i I ..• Vtiet Troops­
Sighted 12 Miles: 

I 

Outside_ Saigo,n 
a,../~ .. ! - -- --· -- ·- . 

'Big' Minh 
Urges Deal-~ 
With VC 

. (fl.I. '7 '<' 
From NeZS6~oat&ies 

SAIGON, April 17-
, North Vietnamese regular , 
troops were sighted less . 

. . ---- . . r---" 
than 12hmile-s-=~ro1h-Sai:--'l 
gon Thursday. 

Gen. Duong Van ("Big'-') : 
Minh demanded meanwhile, '. 
that President Thieu resign I 
before Saigon "becomes an­
other Phnom Penl1." 

Minh said he is ready to ' 
. - l!ead a new government of 

national reconciliation with 
· the Vietcong, "because that 

has always been my stand." 
American . officials :were 

. preparing a special process­
l ng center at Saigon's Tan­
sonnhut air base to expedite 
the evacuation of non-essen­
tial U.S. citizens and their 
Vietnamese families, as or­
dered by President Ford. 
. Military sources said ele- ' 
ments of a North 0Vietna-

_mese qnit were spotted just 
northwest of . _Giadinh, 10 
miles northwest of Saigon. 
It was the first. time Commu­
nist regulars have been re­
ported in tllat area within---: 
Saigon's northern defense 
perimeter since the Tet of­
.fensive of 1968. 

Attacking North Vietna­
mese troops, who outnumber 
government defenders 4 to 
1, also pushed· a South Viet­
namese unit in retreat down 
Highway 1 northeast of Sai­
gon to a point only 23 miles 

L. from the capital. 

SOUTH VIETNAM 

Mekong Delta · 

By Joseph P. Ma:st,rana:t:1o--The Wa.shin;f.011 Post 

Numbers dtsignate highway route :numbers;::and diagonal lines the Commuuist-Jtcld a1•eas. 
c_ -• • 
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1 Troops believed to be 
I from the 7th North Vietna-
1 mese division and estimated 

at 10,000 men routed a gov­
ernment force of 2,500 men 

. in the Xuanloc sector 38 
miles northeast of Saigon. 
The government still held 
Xuanloc, a strategic prov-

' ince capital, however. 
Earlier Thurs d a y the 

! sources said, , South 'Viet­
' namese warplanes destroyed 
! three Communist 130-mm. 

I 
long-range artillery pieces 
ony 31 miles from Saigon. I 

Northeast of Saigon, bat- 1 

, tered government forces I 
i fought to hold positions l 
I along Highway 1 as hordes 
\ of refugees streamed, past , ~ 
\ them toward Saigon.. · \ 

To the southwest 0£ the 
menaced capital; Commu-

-=--~~t f~rces moved 130 mm. 
artillery pieces to the south- . 
ernmost sectiqn of the Me• ) 
kong Delta and .used them 

1 lo shell a South Vietnam- 1 
ese transport ship, military ' 
sources said. · · 

I 
Gen. Minh, a political rival ' 

of Thieu, said that if ,the 
presiq_ent remained in pow- '. 
er, south Vietnam would , 
collapse, 

Minh, who led the 1963 1 

coup that toppled the gov- ' 
ernment of the late Ngo 
Dinh Diem; spoke at a ' 

· luncheon.for reporters near I 
· /Saigon. , , 

"The present situation is · 
not hopeless," · Minh said. 
"Non - ·communist Vietna­
mese can still. negotiate a 
relatively good po1itical so-

' lution with the Communists 
within the framework of the 
Paris peace accords .. 

"But the· urgent problem 
110w is that the government 
of President Nguyen Van 
Thieu should resign, for the 

: national interest, and in 
, Saigon; there should be a 
I • h . , pew government wh1c . can 
i implement the agreement." 

"The remaining time is 
short," Mihh said. "With the 
continuation in power of 
Thieu, very soon Saigon 

, will become another Phnom 
; Penh." . 

He said that if ~Thieu, re­
l fuses to go, "The peopl_e 
will make him go ,_ . • and 

: in· that case, I may partici-
1 pate at the people's reque~t. 
: T will play the role the Vi-

etnamese people wa11t me 
lo play." 

Minh is considered the 
leader of the poli ti ca I 

i 
Force" composed, of 

nts who opposed the 
government asd the 

_ . ilJli.s1s, ~· .• - _ __ 
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' - - When- the 9 p.m. curfew On Friday, U.s:~t11ori7 In Saigon, military sourcesl ' set i.n. Saigon police and mil'i ties were expected to begin ' I 
did not say how many North tary security units carrie .. speeding up processing of 1 

Vietnamese troops were out a· special practice aler , the non-essential America,A.\ 
. spotted north· of the capital f taking up positions through- \ 1 for ·evacuation to the Unit •. 

or in which direction they,: out the city. Loudspeaker States. '\ 
were traveling. They were · trucks moved through the ,. The Americans, most of 1 

· believed to have come from ; streets urging people to re- 1 them with Vietnamese wives l 
• the nearby Plain of' Reeds, main cal!fl, . ; and children, will be flown · · 
: a marshy area which has It was announced that a 1 

1 home on U.S. military 
· long been a Communist sane- I siren· would wail three times I flights. 

tuary. 
1 

to warn• the capital's popu~a- '.. For the last 48 hours, U.S. : 
· Other sources said North : :. tion of any attack. The th~ee ' embassy officials have been 

Vietnamese regulars were I ; siren calls would each }ast burning documents and ar-
spotted at the northern edge 30 seconds. 1 - ranging ·the transport back , 

. of Giadinh provinc~ _ near ' j , If the sirens start, :the to the United States of tons 
, I"oomon d1·stritc town. About k th . of archives. , ~ moto·rists were to par eir U.S. officials· in Saigon 
1, 25 m1·1es southwe~t o( Bien- c e11·st hould·d1"smount cars. Y s s shied away from calling the 
· ho" ancl about eight miles d everyone have shelter ,1, ~ an · . mov'r an ','evacuation" in an 

northwest of Tansonnhut against the walls. appMent effort to avoid 
air base, on·the western edge If the warning comes at damaging the morale of 
of the capital. ni"ht all lights should be South Vietnamese citizens. 

The 130-mm guns knocked extinguished, domestic · gas Thieu's government cen-
out bv the Suuth Vietnamese ,, supplies shut off and p~ople sorid all references' to a 
1c1-ir force Tlnnsda:J were be· , should take to their shelters. pos ible Soubh Vietnamese 
lieved to have been used The authorities said that those eva nation, leaving large 
1vionday and Tuesday to shell persons who did not have whi_te spaces on the pages 
the Bienhoa air base, 14 miles shelters should get under the o(:Saigon's English-language 
from Saigon. · , bed or go to the grpund floor , ·, daily newspaper Thursday. 

·- - they ate perhaps the most '---;, of their homes and slre1ter Officials refused to · say 
feared weapons in the Com- 1, under .the staircase. · how rriany persons were in-
munist arsenal be~ause of· · In an unusual move, the· volved, but the total U.S. : 

,:-their accuracy . and destruc- , 
r tive power. They have a ' 

range of 17 miles. . ·· 1 

Military sources said that \ 
the warplanes were in the 
air 'waiting fat'' guns to fire. ' 

' Guiding in · on mu z z I e 1 

flashes, the planes swept in 
an.d bombed the guns, the 
sourc·es said. 

Military sources said that 
other long-range 130-mm ar-

·~ Jillery pieces had been moved 
b~ the Communists to - the 
Camau region of the Me­
kong · Delta 185 miles south: 
west of Saigon. 

, They said a navy trans­
p'ort ship was hit Wednesday 
by 130-mm rounds which 
killed or wounded 15 siildiers i 

and sailors aboard the vessel. 1 

- 1 The ship, hit as it entered 
the Namcan naval base,. sus­
tained 60 per cent damage. 

The sound of , big artillery 
guns · rumbled· through the 
curfew-stilled night in the ! 
capital Thursday, but milif:iry I 
spokesmen said the fire was . 1 

'outgoing," meanin'g govern-· 1 

ment gun positions firing at 
suspected targets · or move 
ments, 

The sl}Unds of artillery 
were common every night in 
Saigon du.ring tl)e years of 

---me blg American <XJmmitment 
here, but . had not been 
h.e/lrli in ;ilmost tw~ ye-ars. ·. 

. director here of the U.S. evacuation was expected to , 
· &nfirmation Agency, Alan include about 3,QOO Ameri- : 
· Carter, appeared on Viet- can citizens. f · 

. namese television to deny Administration sources in 
: rumors flooding the city Washington said the number 

that the enitire U.S. em- , o~ Al'\)ericans in Vietnl ·, 
bassy would be evacuated could be reduced to a:b , 
on April 19 i£ Congress re- 1,000 in two· or three wee, . • 
fuses to <!,pprove additional Sources in Saigon said there l 
military aid for South Viet- were fewer than 4,000 Amer-
nam. icans left in Vietnam. 

Carter who spoke in En- A Western source said : 
.,lish which was translated · : British officials urgJd the 

- by the announcerr-Said . .it.__;_ 120..remaining Britons in Vi-
was understandable in the etnam to "make every effort 
circumstances that some to leave the country with­

U.S. 'citize~s and dependents", 
would have wanted to leave · 
''somewhat earlier .than they· 1 
had intended." , 

It was also logical that : : 
the embassy· ha(! slowly re- , : 
duced its non,essential staff i I 
over the past few weeks and i 
was. now doing so on a some- i 
wh<1t accelerate-ct basis, he 
said, but he added that the 
Saigoµ embassy was iitill 
one of the largest )u.s. mis­
sions in the world. 

He also denied, rumors 
that the U.S. consulate is 

1 issUing passes to Vietnam­
ese citizens for the pur.pose 

1 of evacuat·i"Iig them and that l 
the long-lines-of Americans'. 
and Vietnamese outside the 
consulate meant they were 
b~ng evacuated. 

out lielay while public trans­
port services still exist.." 

The ms. evacuation plan 
was opposed by some U.S. 
embassy personnel in Sai­
gon on the grounds that it I 
would harm the morale of a I 
population already shaken I 
by· the rapid Communist ad­
vances . 

A• U.S. source· said £ewer 1
1 

than 50 Americans with Vi­
etnamese families have been' I 
leaving daily during the 
past week, but the number-\,• 
was expected to double with 
the opening of the process­
ing center. 
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WASHINGTON p'osT 

~l~:S,)75, Pg 15 
For th~ lfe:{r~ l 
• A Vietc~mg spokesman in 

Peking said the Commu­
nists :would -not take repris­
als agafust Vietnamese .who 
)Vorked. · with · t_he. United 
States. in Vietnam. 

0. Two officers of the Inter­
national Commission of Con­
;trol 'and Supervision,' caught 
behind .Communist . lines 
11ear Banmethuot March .10, 
were returned to Saigon·. A 

'Vietcong.spokesman said'the . 
:; o1lficers, !ID Iranian and an · 
;',Indonesian, were; not con­
:sidered prisoners: 
,; ., . Greece ·became the .74th 
·nation to, recognize North 

· Vietnam.· · · · 
, • Australia granted a one­
;~ar residen~e to a woman 
·,claiming to be Prince Noro­
•dgm Sihanouk's daug~ter. 
,Tije gevernment S!lld it could 
1not confirm her cqntention. · 
,Prom &tall reports and news dispatches 

. ONTGOMERY on orders' from Washington, !>hilippines. and could go ·on to 
By PAUL L. M ' . not from the owners. They· are Vietnam, Mr. Heine s~id. . 
At least four American cargo th p'oneer 'Contender the Hugo F. Hansen, vice P:es1-

sliips under charter to -the De- . e 1 ' h dent of Central Gulf . Lines, ·1 
fcnse Department'are off South Pioneer Challenger and t, e said in New Orleans that the , 
Vietnam or on the way there,Pioneer Commander of t,ie Greenport had carried 7,000 til 
with orders to stand by for united States Lines, the Trans- refugees from Cam · Ranh to '1'\' 
possible evacuati_on'of r~fugees,lcoloradci of Sea train, and the Phu Quoc on a one-da:t trip · 1 
Ehipping executives said yes-!Greenport of Central Gulf. that began ~pr1l 3. He said t~e . I 
·terday. · . . j Mr. Heine said his three crew had tried to feed the ch1I-

Edward J. Heine Jr., president, 11 . h d 'ed -34 450 refu dren on board and had had 
of 'united States lines. said two! s ips_ a. cam ' • problems with adults who also 
of his line's ships-refurbished.gees from Da Nang and cam wanted food. He said many of 
a!ter a harrowing voyage with 1Ranh in the beleaguered north the civilians on board were 
refugees from Dr Nang two 1to Phu Quoe Island in the_ Gulf armed, but that there were no 
weeks ago-were standing by[of Siam. None were· des1gni:c' major disorders. 
south of Saigon,. while a third to carry passengers an.d he said The Greenport is at Satta­
was scheduled· to leave Thai- the masters of .the ,vessels de- hip and was to leave ·yesterday 

• land for the area imminently: scribe'd "incredible" crowding for Newport, prepared for fur­
Centtal Gulf Lines of ·New and diiOrder on the voyages. ther evacuation, r.M Hansen 
Orleans also said one of its The Pioneer . Contender said. · · . 
ships was ·on . the way from packed on 16,600 people for A Seatrain spokesman . said 
Thailand. · ·' · · · · • · the trip fr?m C::am·Ran~ to P~u the Transcolorado has ta_k~n 

u der Navy Charter Quoc; which Mr. He11_1e sa1d18;000 refugees Jrom,_ Qa -Nang 
, n . ,. · · :was a record for refugee. evac- and . Cam Ranh to Vung Tau 

Mr. He,ne he14 a_ new ~on- uatioh on a single ship, He said in the south in a chaotic voyage 
ference yesterday ~t the offi,ces the vessel's decks were awash with several stops, between 
of his public relation~ concer~. with human waste and that a March 31 and Aplil 9. He said 
Howard J. Rubenstein· ,Assoc_i- number of refugees had died. that 50 South Vietnamese 
ates, to. tell_ of the ro)e of his! Vessels Refurbished marines had to be taken on 
three ships in.the hectic evacu-, . _/~ board _to restore order, and 
atiori from Da Nang and Cami The Commande.r __ and the that five people had 'died dur­
Ranh early this mol\th. '.J;l~ sa,1ct! Contender, . Mr.. -Heinf sa1d,1 ing the voyage. He said five 
he had been released oy t,1e,nave been cleaned and refurb-'suspected Vietcong were dis­
Defense. · Dep3crtment from " ish~d fo~ possjble furt~er ev!lc- 1 covered among. the. passengers 
OPE\~ation. Later, execut1ve_s of uat10n work and are sta~dmg and_· we.re taken off under 
central Gulf and _s_eatram, Lines, by_ at Ne':""port, th_e American- •guard. 
which had .one smp. each under built fac1hty 15 miles south of The spokesman said the 5hip 
military ,charter in ._the area, Saigon. The Challenger . w_as had also picked. up 3,586 
gave. details 'of their 1exper1- s_cheduled to leave Sattah1p, refugees from the United States 

.. ences; ___ . ..:.: .. _'. •, .. , . Th11iland.· for .Newport soon Navy cargo vessel Durham and-
The five cargo ships under and a fourth military charter, unloaded them at Yung Tau. 

charter- to the Navy's Military, the American Racer, ~as on The Transc'olorado is preparing 
Sealift Command and opcrate1the way to Subic Bay in the to leave Saigon for Subic Bay. 
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NEH YORK TIMES 17 APRIL 1975 ~ 7 r ~. 
Saigon's Ne~d for Shorter L-ines--~~---

. · ·· : . : ,, : iir at all has been an impo~ant,, 
By nttEw MIDDLETON Its Forces Unable to/perhaps decisive, factor in its 

. The . SIIJ'.Vival ot , the So_uth G M I successes of the last 48 hours. 
V1etna!11ese Army as a crecl1ble Plug aps, "-Y I The seventh oivisiop's at· 

~~i~:iv:t!~!~e:g~ri~~:c~~ Have to Pull Back ·!tacks aro~rid Xuan Loe wsre 
to depend on an early disen- ___________ I accompanied by more tanks 
gagementfrom its present posi- . . /than the South has . reported 

, tions and a re- The Thrrd Armored Brigade,, in any single. engagement th_us 
tireinent to Hnes, which has been guarding tie i far, the American sources said. 

Military closer io thhe capi-\ northern approaches to Saigon, I Heavy Guns in Use l 
Analysis !al. The most crit-, was shifted. 50 miles to Trang~ At Xuan Loe and Bien Hoa 

tea! aspect _of a Born,. 15. miles west of Xuan I the Communists have used 122-
. . . . sw1_ftly _dete~iorat- Loe, !n the hope tha~_1t.c~uld mm. a.nd 130-mm. field guns 
mg military -~~tu~t1on 1s .~n contain two Communist drives I and ihat one repQrt described 
acute shortage of re.serve units of tanks and mfantry develop-\ as massive and 130-mm. field 
to. plug ho1¢s in ,the defense ing northvest and southwest i guns · and what on_e ,report de­
pe~imete:. The comman.d in of t~at ~atter,ed city. jscribed as' massive roc~etry, 
Saigon __ 1s , foICfl?, t~ weaken Tie h:1gad_e_s success at Trang i The North _thus has superiority 
one critical but 1nact1ve sector Born, tie m1btary analysts em· 1 in weapons as well ,as the su­
to strengthen others under at- pha.size, could make U(> for periority in manpower it has 1 

tack. ' the weakening of Sa1gon's enjoyed for ths last week. 
The situation has worsened northern defenses . caused by For all tactical purposes, the 

as a result of these develop- its tran~fer. Until yesterday, it American analysts said, seven­
ments: · · " · had been counted 'upon to con; day battle for Xuan Loe is 
• fJThe Nort.h v~iet amese ha.ve tafa any offensi,ve_ against Biffl over. Communist: expl?)tation 

mounted powert;u ltnd success- Hoa. depends. upon _the ab1hty of 
ful drives in the uan Loe sec- Long Lines of Trucks the armored bry.gade at i:ranr, 
t 30 ·1 · · t f s · . Bom to hold its increasingly . or, mt~ ea ,,o a1gon. From operational reports d'ff It 't' 
,_ fJTh1e !lien• Ho~. airfield, the reaching Washington, it is1· 1 

d;~nt~%~~'t Vietnam's su­
u~se 0~ over I l'iflf. of, . South evident that ', the Communists eriorit in men and wea ons 
Vietnam s remaining fighter• intend to exploit the situation. P11 1 y th f t ·t · P ·t 

:b.omber_s, hits , b,~n virtually Witi heavy artillery and rocket ~05j~ig thee 50~~:/ s~~ q~a~ 
neutrahzed '_by ~rslstent r shell fire limiting fighter-bombers its high' command will b; con-
a.nd rocket fire , - b ed t B' H n · qst" , j ·· · t k as a ,en . oa, recon ai tent. to pin down the armored 

r'?ng co umns o true · sance planes report :long co- brigade· and · apply pressure 
borned mfantry h~ave ~een Hob- lumns of truck-borne infantry elsewhere The most likely 
serve approa~ mg Bien oa moving south · th · be!" · s· H 
and the Saigon River corridor Th f 11 ·f Ph R area, ey 1eve, 1s .ten ~a, 
h. - .. . 1 . e a o , an ang, on whose fall would brmg nch 

t at runs south to the capita , the coast 160 miles northeast d . th 1· ·nat· of the 
Eff f . . .11 . h . 1 rewar s. . e e 1m1 100 

. ort Seen as Too Late ' o _Sa·tgon, WI av_e on Y a South's ma.in air base, tlie isola-
In this situation in the 'view peripheral• effect ,or, th~ out• tion of the troops between 

of the American. an:aylsts, tlle C';)me of tibe. cami?8-t~,,tn the Xuan Loe and Bien Hoa and ·1 
efforts of the South Vietnamese view of tbe Amenf~n sources. attainment of a good position 
G . · .i • 22 The loss of the air base at f d S · qvernment to reor .. gmze. ,· Ph n R ng further reduces the or an a. vance_on a1gon._ . 
000 troops sal"'.aged from the f a. . .8 f h S ·h v· . In this tactical s1tuBJt1on, 1t 

· d\sasters in the: northern J?f0-1 !~~btrr~rc~,e bufhtoth:!1:e. is_ difficult to see how the S?uth 
vmces ~nd the <;:ootra! H\gh- the operation is expected to Vietnamese forces can extricate 
lands Wlll not succeed m time have little influence , on the. themselvi:s and f~ll back-or, 
to affect the_ pr~sent battle. situation around Saigon. as an officer put 1t, what they 

The reorganization may have J\iir force losses from antiair- can fall back on. . . . 
moved . faster than e~ect':{I, craft missiles, shelling and sa- Some defensive pos1t1ons 
as P~n.tagon sources mamtam, botage continue .to be heavy- have been constructed around 
but it_ has not yet reached far heavier, some American the e9:stern _an~ northern faces 
the point where, the forces are sources believe, than Saigon of S~1gon,_ -it 1s report~d, but 
ready to mtervfne. They still is.willing to acknowledge. they require strong air and 
nee<! tanks, armored personnel A major problem facing the a_r,tillery support and fresh, con­
earners and artillery, according air force is what 'it will do ftd.ent troops. 
to a qualified soure~. if Bien Hoa falls to Communist The terrain ·south, southwest 

With the Coniinunistsdrobin ground attack or is made un- and west of _the capit~l ?ffers 
the d_e-fenses_ north an east tenable since the main airport! s_ome protection'. but 1t 1s un­
of Saigon with stroog forces, at Saigon, Tan Son Nhtit is j ltkely,- that Hanoi would launch 
the Government has· no cho\ce already overloaded. , 1 ' I an attack across country laced ,. 
but to gamble desperately with Hanoi's deployment in I with canals and waterways 
what reserves it. ias. One such strength of weapons systems when it ha;s a clear run from 
gamble was made yesterday. that have been used_ sparing!~ the north. ; 
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Se~f.P.a,I?fl:?, fap ~-, 

delays au'.iaction 
By THltMAS PBPPBB ; 

Washington Bure4U _of TILi sun 

Washington - The Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee 
yesterday put off action on 
President Ford's· request for 
e~~i:tte~cy aid to Sout:h Viet­
nam, m part because some 
members say the U.S. ambas­
sador there is · trying .to slow 
down the •pace of an American 
withdrawal. 

Meanwhile, House leaders 
said tliat a parallel measure 
pending on their side ·of the 
<:apitol would not come up for 
floor action until next week. 
This. would mean a del_ay in 
Mr. Ford's pro.posed deadline of 
Saturday, but Representative 
Carl Albert (D., Okla.) the 
House speaker, said the Presi­
dent had told him a slightly 

I ' later dale would be acceptable. 
Earlier yesterday, Senator 

Clifford P. Case (R., N.J.), 
ranking minority member · of 

· the Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, told reporters that he un­
derstood Mt. Ford was still 
holding out for his · original 
req11est of $722 million in addi­
tional military aid and $2:iO in 
additional· economic and hu­

manitarian funds. 
Administration sources said 

that' no new figure-closer· to 
the amounts currently being 
considered in Congress-had 
yet been f-ormulated as a coun­
ter-proposal. 

The matter was still being 
stu.:µed l~t night, the sources 

said. . 
They indicated that the ad­

ministration had . sent a new. 
Jeter to Capitol Hill yesterday, 
but the contents cou1d not be 
learned. ,, . . · ,. , ,.. , . · · 

Senator· · I>ick · Clark (D., 
Iowa), emer-ging from a two­
hour meeting of the Foreign 
Relations Committee· late !in 
the afternoon, said the rate 'at - ..... l 

which American citizens are 
being evacuated from fietnam 
"didn't turn out to be as good 
as we thought it was." 

Referring to the U.S. ambas-'" 
sador in Saigon, Graham A. 
Martin, a strong supporter of 
continued U.S. backing for the 
•government of President 
Nguyen Van Thieu, Mr. Clark 
said: "Martin is still dragging 
his feet. The proposals that 
he's put forward are not s·atis­
factory." 

Referring to a e:oal men­
tioned on Tuesday-whereby 
the number of American citi­
zens in South Vietnam would 
be reduced to about 1,000 
within two weeks-Senator 
Clark s_aid Mr. Martin's pro­
posed rate of evacuation is 
"not even close to that figure." 

The ambassador has talked 
in terms of paring down to 
about 3,000 Americans during 
the next two weeks, Mr. Clark 
said. 

Senator Case said the. panel 
has · asked to see the adminis­
tration's specific plan for evac­
uating Americans and hoped to 
get it in time for another com­
mittee meeting scheduled for 2 
P.M. today. 

Referring to Mr. Ford's 
statement that the administra­
tion was reducing the number 
of Americans in Vietnam to an 
essential minimum, Senator 
Case said the committee wahts 
to know specifically what the 
President means by "essen­
tial." 

Committee Democrats said 
they : were opposed to approv­
ing: any bill until they received -
firmer assurances from the 
President about the rate of 
withdrawal "Otherwise," one 
Democrat said, "we lose all 
our bargaining power." 

Some members said the fig­
ures administration officials 
released on Tuesday appear to 
have involved simply a re-cate­
gorizing of people, rather than , L ::,."""] ~ p]-d "OC"· 

--------------Mr. Clark said that Tuesday's 
figures-given out by Henry A. 
Kissinger, the Secretary of 
State, and James R. Schlesin-

- _ger, the Secretary of Defense­
"were just not accurate." 

Senator Charles A. Percy 
(R., Ill.) said he would have to . 
wjthdraw a comment he made 
yesterday morning in Chicago, 
to the effect that he was "en- · 
couraged" by the rate of evacu­
ation. This was based on erro­
neous information. he said. 

But Senator Jacob K. J avits 
(R., N. Y.) attributed the con­
fusion to inadvertence. "No­
b~y misled anybody," he 
said. 

&;nator John Spa.kman (D , 
AJa,), the committee chair­
man, released the text of a 
draft lbill giving Mr. Ford a 
$200, million contingency fund 
for use primarily to• evacuate 
Americans from South Viet-
nam. · 

The bill would permit --the 
P~e.sident _to use the money for 
md:tary aid to the Safgon gov­
ern,ment and for the evacua­
!io~ of some South Vietnamese 
!f he f~und such actions helpful 
m gettmg U.S. citizens safely 
out of the country. 

The bill stipulates that no 
U:S. troops could be used for 
th:s, purpose beyond those re­
quired for the evacuation of 
Americans or in areas other 
than where Americans are pre-
sent. ' 

S~nator Sparkman also re­
leased the text of a proposed 
resolution urging an immediate 

- Ct:J!§e-fire and resumption of 1 

pot:tical negotiations between '. 
the Saigon government and , 
Communist-led insurgents. 

The resolution, sponsored by 
Senators Javits, Percy, and 
Hubert H. Humphrey (D., • 
Minn.), goes on to say that 

• future-u:s. aid to all parts of 
Vietnam "will be dependent on 
the degree_ of good faith efforts 
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made by them to obtain a 
cease-Ere and political solution 
to the conflict." 

. T,!ie: Senate armed services -· 
· and appropriations committees 
, were also meeting yesterday, 

amid indications they might be 
agreeable to a h:gher aid fig. 
ure than the •Foreign Relations 
Committee. 

"I'll have something to rec­
ommend. but I don't know 

i •what it is yet," said Senator 
· John C. · Stennis (D., Miss.), 

chairman of the Armed Serv­
. ices Comm:ttee. 

On the House side, the Inter- 1 

, national Relations Committee ; 
1 was still wrestling with legal 1 

1 questions about what kind of 
' authority the President needs 
i ~~~ploy U.S. Troops in Viet-

: Committee members, who i 
; are less united in their ap-

. J ~i:.o~ch than their Senate coun-~ 
· terparts. said they would begin 

drafting a bill this morning. 
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VIE1·.0.h.:DE. l\1 
FUL . ' ~!nPULLUUl 
/'b · · ~ 7UWis . y . . .. ' 

Sp~l&l to_nie Ne'! York '.?11Jlel 

PARIS, April l~Tbe tepre, 
sentative of the Vieiiong's fro• 
visional Revolutiona.ry GoV!~rn­
ment issued . a call here·. to!\~ 
for "immeduite arid. ~l!iit" 
withdrawal . of .. what he '. ipfd 
were 25,000 Amer~an ,:~ 
per~nnel . "disguts¥;/iis'!~~ 
i!llls" .in South· Vie~. ' '. 

Iii a series of s~~men~· ~ 
at a press ,conferenc~;'~uuaid 
there· would be "no difijctilty, 
no. obstacle" placed in ih~'way 
of . their '-departure. ·.: : t · 

"If the U.S. realty :wailt,s to 
save their lies;" a setattlltlent 
said, "it should withdrll"'. •them 
totally. and irnmedia.tely." 
. ·But 'Dinh .Ba Thi,. irit!/~ 
head of thi govemm,eni'.,S:J!liS:.: 
sion here, :(,.,ould fl()t • fetij:lontl--t 
to efforts by reporijrs io ,d,e- I 

tennin~ e~ctly· 1~/:l)if 'touid 
happen to ~eric!llii( · '·oth~r 
foreigners• rt they' ' ,, in 
are!lS tl\at ~elt,~ :.~ng 
control'. He. refm . tifa : 

t:e:10::tii~lfJtt . 
protected it, th'ey obey'¥ ?'the:.J 
policy I of .. the. : teiolu\ionary 
power:'t -. , ·. • --~-· : i:.~~-- ;• · 1 

The stater,nents· accu~ "the 
Ford Administration' · ·_9f ad~ 
vancing plans i for . evac\.ia:tions I 

from .Vietnam · only as .11, \'pre­
text for renewed · .·. American 
mil\taryi}itte~i)}1~~,:,:,, 

The pre)l!Cti<>n . .Z~-, ~fense 
I Secretar>f jarties :i't! Sdi'.tesing~r 
1 that the 'lives ot.200,00Q South 
I Vietriamese would ~- 'endan-

gered if they rem'.ained !ni their, 
country; :¢"11$ de~u~~ ·(~:ta'. I 
~!11:f ~bfiCa~iq~'.'. ~a~~1,a, Qµ_:i 
umny. . . _.,_,.__ . , 

I Ambassador thr avoided' 'di-. 
rect answers for the most -part, 

, repeating . continuously the 
I words in the statements...:.He. 
~-::..-- .--;. --
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said he had "no precise infor­
mal ion" on whether the Da 
Nang airport would be opened 
to shipment of relief supplies 
pilin•g up in Vietiane, L~os. 

He confirmed that his gov­
ernment had agreed "in princi­
ple'" to permit French reli~f 
flights into Da Nang, but said 
that if "technical difficulties" 
made that impqssible, "the 
P.R.G. will· ·find-other means'" 
of receiving ~e- ~on~ributions. 

Overruling Indicated 
It has been .reported fro,m 

Vientiane that ·a new demand 
was issued for the supplies to 

1 be flown into Hanoi, then sent , 
through North Vietnam by road. : 
This would appear to be ·a ; 
North Vietnamese decision 
overruling th~ Vietcong agree- ' 
ment with the French. 

Mr. Thi would not say 
whe\her the Vietcong govern­
ment WM 1>repared to enter 
negotiations with the United 
States for evacuation of Ameri• 

· can ci,tizens and whether it 
would negotiate with Oen. 
Difong Van Minh if he set'up a 
new Saigon Govemment. ,.'.c, • 

General Minh's son, Duyen 
Minh Due, held a press confelr• 
ence here ca rlicr today In which 
he said h~s father, knowri' w 
Amt>,ricans a.s Big Minh, c11lleil 
for "the departu~e 9f Pre~i,ru/,nf, 
Nguyen Van Thieu" and }1tJr­
gent fonnation. of a peace gf>V• 
emment - to resLtme negoila-
t i,1ns with the P.R.G." . 

He indicated that his father 
was willing to head such a gov­
errimerit. arid cont:idered after 
cnntacts with the Vietcon&, that 
''such a negotiation is'poss1)>le.',! 

Mnny Talks Held 
While he has the ranlc tOf 

ambassador, Mr. Thi Is wid4!y 
considered to have less authdt-· 
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ity thari some Victconit officials 
in P,ris who have been en­
gaged . In an intensive contacts 
over the last few weeks with· 

~iwar Americans, French offi-1 
c1alii, West Europe,a,n diplomats' 
and French and Vietnamese 
scholar-s. 

Some o( these people have 
also met with North Vietnamese 
representatives here, They re­
port that the Communists all 
stress the desire to take up 
negotiations provided under the 
1973 PMis agr~cmcnts for a 
caolition council In South Viet­
nam to be followed by elections. 
They also report an expressed 
reluctance to press· for a fore• 
ful and complete Communist 
take-over of Saigon, 

. The non-Communists and 
anti-Communists who have been 
Involved in these conversations 
offer several explanations of 
why they think the Communists 
still want a negotiated political 
settlement when they may have 

.:_a milit.ary victory within their 
group. 

These include the following: 
C!Awareness that great num­

·, bers of South Vietnamese are 
frightened of a Communist vie-

. 'tory and thus might panic and 
c,rnse overwhelming problems 
of civil control once the W/14 
ends . 

l!A desire to avoid the fierce 
battle and devastation that 
could be caused hy an effort. 
to conquer Saigon, 

!)Awareness that chances 1""' 
postwar aid would be affected 
by 1whether the Vietcong set up 
their own Saigon government or 
joi:\ a three-way coalition l!I 
provided py the Paris agree­
ments. 

'IA nationalist. desire to move 
away from dependence on Mos­
cow and .Pekh,r, hy achieving 
the kind of full interm1tional 
recognition a\,d implied guar­
antees that coulil be expected to 
follow adh~rent'I' to the Paris 
agreements. 

qA feeling ir, H:rno! that Mao 
tse-tung err~c1 hy tMrching i~to 
Pekini;: in 1 M!L thus en~hh~g 
Chiang Kai-~lwk and two m1!­
lion followers It' flee and !!S· 
tahlish a rival w,vr,rnrnel1t on 
Taiwan. Hanoi is said to feel 
that I.he errnr led to the long 
isolation of Peki11g an1l to the 
r:ontinuing probl~m of having 

--two Chinese governments. 
, Whatever the reasons ad­

vanced ·all those who have 
talked ' with the Vietnamese 
Communists said they were con­
vinced that the Communists pre­
ferred a negotiated setdement 
and at least a period of coali­
tion government. to out.right 
military victory, 
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U.S. so,:(~ .. 
1
dut · 3 ~ffe.~ N~ 7;-~2-

eVUCUlltion list 
BY ARNOLD R, ISAACS 

Sun Sta!J corresponc.t,p~t 

Saigon-Section chiefs iri the Involvitd)n the embassy sur­
large United States Embassy vey are · approximately 1,100 
in Saigon began yesterday Jo American government em­
survey per~onnel list.s and d.e- ployees in the embassy, the 
lermme which Americans will AID mission and the defense 
be sent home as ''nonessen- attache's, office and another 
tial." ·• . 1.000 civilian e~ployees of AID 

An embassy spokesman said or Defense Department con-
it had not been dedd~d how tractors. . 
many will leave, but the reduc- ,, . -· ,. · 
tion will have to be drastic if '!'.here will probably be a lot 
the total American pre~ence in leavmg ne~\ weeken~ _and ,~to 
Vietnam is to be cut to 1,000- next week, one official said. 
the figure mentioned 'in con- The defense attache's office, 
gressional testimony by Henry which administers the military 
A. Kissinger, the Secretary of aid program, and. its contrac­
State. : · tors account for· the largest 

The cutbacks are b¢ing or- single group of Americans in 
dered to lessen possible diffi- Vietnam. On March 31 there 
culty in an evacuation if one is were 50 military officers and 
needed. 800 civilians in ·the attache's 

Sources said th.e embas~y al- office 'itself. No precise figures 
most certainly will beg1~ m lh_e are available how many have 
next few days to ad\'.ISe pri- left since then. 
vale Americans to le~ve the The next largest official 
country if possible. , group was in the AID mission 

"We can advise-we can't . . ' 
order them out," one source with about 350 Americans, .ind 
said. "But we'd certainly like then the embassy st~ff of 134 
to see the number reduced so State ~p_artment officers and 
there are fewer pedple we a sprmklmg from other agen­
have to worry about." : c_1es such as the U.S. Informa• 

The exact number of. Ameri- lion Agency. 
cans in the country I is not The official American pres­
known. At the end of;: March, ence had been on the way 
there were 5 886 Americans down before the current emer­
working for th~ goverriment or gency. 
government contractors or According to embas.sy fig-

' registered with the U .s; Consu- ures, as of October 31. thP-r~ 
late as private citizens living wer~,.J.900 American govern­
in South Vietnam. ; ment employees and 2,200 con-

Hmvever, there were others tract employees. 
not registered-several hundred The Defense Department 
have shown up in the last few contractors are engaged 
weeks-while an undetermined mainly in servicing and main'. 
nwnber already have )eft the taining aircraft and other mili-
country. tary equipment. 
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-'F-hai Government 
Orders Evacuees 
Out Within 30 Days 
Is ~15'"h/ 2--'f 

By ANDREW H. MALCOLM 

BANGKOK, Thailand, April 
!G-Thailand's Foreign Minis­
ter, in a. further intlicution or 
this country's :;!1ifiing fortign 
policies, ann,lunccrl 1n1lay tlrnl 
:ill Camhodian rcfur,<:(•s flnwn 
here by the Unite<! S1ates in 
recent days musl ll,a,e Tl'l,ii­
land in. 30 doy:,. 

Th~ Foreign Minister, Chati 0 

( hai Choonhavan, nlso an· 
rirrnncr:d thnt the fordgn 111i11 
isters of tni.; Associa I irm of 
Southeast A,ian Nations would 
meet in Kuala Lumpur, Maluy­
sia, 011 May 13 to dbc11;;,. ibe 
Indochina f.ituation, 
i This, he said, might u~ fol­
lowed hy a meeting of head.~ of 
state of the five member coun­
tries-Thailand, M:ilaysia, In• 
donesia, Singapore and the Phil .. 
ippincs. · 

The annour1cen1,!Jihi, made Id 
a news conferenc~· her~. wc:re 
seen as part of a broad-si:alc 
poliry reassessnwnt by many 
nations in the area in light of 
,·~cfnt cle\·dopmcnls in Jndo• 
china. 

Countries such as ·1,1aii:md, 
once firmly aligned wilh the 

1 
United States, are taking more 
flexible diplomatk ~t.<Jllds fol• 
lowing the defeat or American 
policies in C::.mbodio, !he set-

, backs in Soulh Vietn;nn and 
st:itcments from \Vushir:gl.01, 
that Southeast A~ia ii, not cru­
cial 10 American inlcreus. 

In recent weeks tl1is ,:,mn· 
try hns onkred an ,·:wl t'1 United 
Stalt.:"S a,wnunilif'1n air\,fts JJl 
Cambodi~ ff'()m Ar:,erir:•n ba;;c, 
in Thaih1nd :1nd lrn•i n~qu,:;;t.ed 
that all Am.:rican trrnins ~•'n:'. 
estimated at 251000, lra;·c \' i\)1-
in a year. 

Last wc•t~kend the L't:J.,ftd 
States flew ,c\ er,\l hu:1i\,·e,.I 
ncoplc here from l'hnnm P,.,nh. 
indudlng Anwrjcan.s. otJH::r tor• 
eigners and Cambodians ct~f,O· 

cia.ted witll Anieric,ll'l com­
panies or rrograms wllo mig!H 
face rt:pri~als. 

The Camb()dinns have he,'n 
confined to the !J 1aph,w .ii,· 
hase, a sprawling facility 100 
miles southeast of Bangkok. To-

. -day the Foreign :Min1,;tcr said -
these refugees totaled 87S c,f 
whom 438 were children u:ider 
12. 
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PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER - 17 APRIL 1975 . , 

-:Geri~ fttowfi ttrp;r ~ti~ 
i' ' . '1· 

1- We thought Air Force Gen. George 
S. Brown, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of. Staff, had learned somethin.g last 
'November, when·he made those offen-• 
'sive remarks abo'ut Jews_ anp was rep­
;rimanded by the Commander-in­
tChief, Gerald R. Ford. 

his answer: ·. , · 
r ••oli' yes~'-tbe. ·ambas-s~cfor reminds· 
me·; ·· we have a law in our country 

r' "' . ' r ! . 

which proh:ib!t.s: tlt_e/ qse. -._ 9£ ~µitary 
force ap}"!V):lete '.ig,thlil-WOrld 'without'.· 
~ngres_SJOilal-- app~oval. --and' specifi~ 
cally against· the initiation of military -
action in. Vietn~iifli'r 'cifi'ihoodia.''"': ''I'. 

i. "At least Gen .. Brown said tle I had 
'Iearn_ed a couple o_f iessons. one was 
· al>out "how little I previously· i<n:ew" 
about the corporate structur~ of bimks 
and neVfspapers, and another, _ "tp

1 avoid even the appeara_nc~ of d~alirig Jt ,seeII?-s · to us that Gen. Brown 
w_ith ~nything else" than the strategi9; pught not_ \q J).eed .a re~inder of what 
direction of the ai'IJled forces.' · . - pf~h.otµd, i;tlready ~now. Nor should he 
· · tErt ·here co~es Gen. ,_Sr6~, 'trip, 1 

n~d a. r~mirider -that these are. politi­
ping over his tongue again_. Respond- cal . qµestJoqs, beyo_nd ~is scope as a 
ing to reporters in· ~!l~arta; Indonesia, n.:itlit~ry 1<:l~~e~. ... , ' · · . 
the general indic~ted _that 5esoi1ing · Apother Api~rican generiµ,' D~ght 
ag~in to "f!· s. fqi:-ce in Ip.d~~.in~}sJtjlt p1,,Ei~enho~rr,on~e·note4 ~afwhen ll 
a hve option. ~~n, appar~ntlY; ·rtud~~-~~. -man -puts ~~ t?e Ut\i.fo~. he ~so ac­
by t1'~ tJ. S. amb~sa~or; -he ~,dd~l};Jo,1 cepts certain restr1ct10ns .. If Gen. 

Brown - cannot. accept those re-
. strictions, perhaps he should doff his 
; ~!liform and theii make whatever pub­
-•~ state.men~s he wis]:les about civilian , 

f!ffairs. · " 
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U.S. F,ni!)~~ault~ _(!!1- EvaCUation 
By Sr Rich and Se~"t. Wil~ .r 

Washin~ton Post st.an Wrtt_e_r• ___ _ 

Safgon may be strangled 
by th~ North Vietnamese as 
early'1as May 1 in the ·climax 
of . what is now an 
"irretrievable" military situ­
ation'.for the South Vietnam• 
ese, according 1 o a secret 
Senate. report obtained yes-
terday. . 

Civ'ilia11 and military intel­
ligenctf officials agree that 
"only\ decisive military ac­
tion by the United States 
could,re·v.et'se the situation,'' 
the &ii;iJ1.te Foreign Rela­
tionstCommittee. staff r,eport 
adds, :• without ri)commend­
ing any such action. 

The'1 emphasis instead,. the 
report suggests, . should . be : 
on · evacuating Americans · 
from; Saigon while there is 
still tinie. · · . · 
· · But, complains the report,: 
J,T.S. ;"Ambassador Graham 
~(ni' in . Saigon· . is 
'iactlvely" resisting su_ch . a 
"dangerously overclue" evac­
tiaruiri' to the point that Cen­
.tz,al' Intelligence Agency of• 
ficitils'· are making. wit-h­

·drawai plans of their own. ~"Seri:ous-· em Sassy· pian: ' 
•n,ing jor full-scale evacua: 
tion o:f Americans and Viet­
·namEilte began· only last 
week,'? say ·senate Foreign! 
Relations Committee staf• 
fers Charles F. Meissner 
a_nd ~icbard l\1. Moose in 
:t!;ietr.~pg.r:t .dated ~pril' H-. 
t'o''Jlie. anxiety of the Amer­
ica~ ~nµnunity," the report 
·actds/l'i's;~ompounded by the· 
11b~nee of·· a coheshie, w..ell­
'~ evacuatiofi,,t>~o-i 
cetiure'.&nd by what outs1d•' 
ers• perceive as an air· of un­
r~afi.ty pervading the· high­

;est·"l~vel of the (Arneri<:'an) 
e,n~sy". In Saigon. ; 

:'.(\ Meissner and Moose ai>n­
. .cl,uc~d a series of intervibws 
wt~ gµ. and military ~m-
~IJ · · · ,P4.wl>o_dia. an<! :Y.iet-, 

.m .. , ,l,I!rJr.~.to•J:3···• ff:P 
,t .. ~-. oU,.er J'r."\i' 

.. . , ,;Jlie.Se~A~ :f'~i'jlgn 
Rt!a~~~ Q)mniift!le,·ii:t ),::-re--
poft l11beled "&ecret:'' ,,:. ~v • .. : 

.• ''Current intelligertce.in­
. dlcates-,tMt the_ North~· 
namese wish to consolidate 

_tlleir -hold over the area 

around Saigon by May L Bv 
that time four or possibly 
five a~ditional NVA (North 
Vietnamese Arm.v) division~ 
from North Vietnam :uul the 
occuplcd territories 11rt.! ex­
pected, to arrive in the Sai• 
gon area.,. 

• "Intelligence analysts 
i!annot decide wlNlher the 
North Vietnamese will at­
tack the city directly, or 
seek to cut its land and sea 

1 

routes, thereby strangling 
~e city. The objective of ei-

ther ~trategy would he tlw 
,;ame: to force Ille South Vi­
etnam<'se governm,,nt into ;, 
negotiated settlement on 
Hanoi's terms ... 

• "Intelligence scn•iu:s ·rc.:­
port the p1·esenee of a mini· 
ber of Communist ,mp}>Ct· 
miits' in Saigon. Large-scrik 
panic t:ould easily be in• 
,111cl'd by bomb,; or rockets 
lthe Communists c·onld soon 
be in range for .either), the 
collnpae and fli<{ht of · a 
neorby ARVN (:\1:my of the 
Hepubllc of Vietnam) unit 
or a sudden infh,1x of refu-
gees... . 

• "VirturoJy ·au Vietnam­
ese military and · civilian 
leaders agree that (South 
Vietnamese President 
:'iguyen Van) 'Thieu must go 
if the armed foues are to be 
l'nllied to Saigon's defense 
and tlic nation readierl for 
what thC'y regard as the in­
cdiahle polititnl ~howdowu 
with Hanoi ... The Viel­
iwmc,•c mllitar)' does not 
ronai<lcr" l'xtrn military aid 
ns 1·1·itit'nl "in the short run" 
as n 1n1oving Thil'U, 

i\kh,ncr :i11d M<>osl' made 
a s_nil·s, uf suggcii1+9t1:j, .~ 
their lb-page report--:-some 
oi wh\l'l1 were discussed by 
llw Senate Foreign Rela-
t \ons Committee yesterday, 
The ,t;iffcrs' suggestions in 
the rC'port imludc: . _ 
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•·Exerting congressional 
pr,•ssun; on tile U.S. erh, 
fi:i,sy in Saigon "to acceler­
;iti: ,,vacualion." 

• Cutting red tape so Vt. 
et nn rn esc, can get out of Sai· 
~011 raster and be moved dl­
rc•<:t ly onto U.S. territory 
rather than continue to be 
delayPrl at Clark ,\ir Force 
B.-,e in I he Philippines. 

• Ln1111rhin;; "a fresh U.S. 
effort" to ne;>oti.1t£• an ·end 
t,1 llw war. 

,\rnba5sndor tu Cambodia 
,lolrn Gu11t11cr Dean, Meiss­
ner and i\fuosc said felt 
"tl1•Pply dis;1ppoi1Hed that 
Washington had not sup­
port eel his efforts to -bring 
about a eontrolled solution 
to the Cambodian conflict. 
Dean. believes that the 
Carn\Jorlim\s might have 
found a way out had we 
coinmittecl outselves to a ne• 
gmfatccl settlement--even· if 
it -wc,·c . tan1am<l1111t to a 
l'hnom Penh surrender." 

Tlw staftel's assert , in 
thei1· report t.hr1t American 
uffieia)s •"an.· beginning to 
app1s.ir. both 10 Urn Victnam­
cH' clnd Cambodians. more 
!111 nf. \Ip on negotiations 
than 1.hc people whom we 
[ff(• rn pposccl to be helping." 

'fh••il' l'Cll<J1·t slates that 
di·1rmsions with 1·eprcsenta­
lil'l'S of the Pro\'isional Rev­
olutionary Gov er nm en t 
(Vetc:ongJ indicated that a 
way might be worked out to 
provide American humani• 
tarian aid to South Vietnam• 
ese living in areas now con­
trolled by the Communists. 
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'lrregula~ities' Eyed 
1 • 

Eng ,.,!9 . '~a~~Yft' Ban. See11 
The temporary suspension ci~a~r:). that some of . r_ema1m?g South ,Vietnam- , 

of "Operation Babylift," the children may not be e_se children_._ who§e : a?oP­
which had brought Vietnam- orphans and may lack the t10ns are bemg e~pedlted, 
ese and Cambodian children necessary parental release are brought to the ~mted 
to the United States, will be States. 1 Greene . estimated 
lifted within a day or so and for adoption. that _on_ly 300 ch!ldren a~e 
at the latest within a. week Greene told a news con- left m . So~th _Vietnam . ~11 

. · . . ' ference that the entfre op- the "p1pelme" - that 1s, , 
._ Deputy . 1I?migratI:on and eration had been suspended, holding exit visas from the 

N~tu_rahzatwn Service Com- even though no similar South Vietnamese govern- · 
misswner James F. Green~ problems had developed ment and with parents · 
/Said yeSterday. -with Vietnamese children, -cleared to adopt them here. 

The airlift was suspended •beca1.1se the immigration, Asked ff ·Cambodian chil-
by the immigration service service had a self-imposed dren whom the courts re­
Wednesday after ."irregulari- limit of admitting 2,000 chil- fuse to <!lear for adoption · 

··,ties" were . .noted in the im- dren and about 1,650 al- would be returned to Cam-· · 
: ,migration of '29 children ready· have been admitted. •bodia, Greene rep 1 i cd, 
· from Cambodia. Closer ex- Greene said he wants an "That's a pretty remote pro-

aminatlon 'by _;ederal _offi- accu:tate count before tht spect." 
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. XuanloC: Bad SptJt 
For a G,;>p!(fight 

' By H. D. ~reenway 
f ---Wna)?,ington P~Forei-gn Siervice 

SAIGON, April 18 (Fri- Joe is not important.. But to 
d y) _ The battle for Sai- lose ~h~ .two South V1et~am-

' a . . . ese d1vis1ons now committed 
gon ihas :begun and is beiryg to its defense would now be 
fought now on the_ outer de- a disaster for Saigon. 
fens~s of the capital, 30 to The northern defenses of 
40 

~~;u~;ay. the govern- Xuanl.o? have already begun 
ment's spirited defense of to d1S11;1tegrate and the 
Xuanloc has given the . North- Vietnamese h~ve- be­
South Vietnamese . army a gun to _move down Highway 
badly needed shot in the ZO, which. leads f~om the 
arm, there is growing opin- Central H~ghlands, mto. t,h~ 
ion among military experts South ':'1etnamese 1ea1. 
here that Xuanloc 'cannot 
be held much longer and 
that its defense may prove a 

i hindrance to the defense of 
·~ the capit~l. _ 
· The fear is that the South 

Vietnamese may have. com- · 
l mitted too many of their re­

serves into the defense of 
the provincial capital, 37 
miles northeast of Saigon, 
and that the Xuanloc de-

. fenders can be cut off and 
isolated as the North Viet­
namese push in behind them 

I and on toward Bienhoa and 
· S.iigon. 

Xuanloc was never really 
a gateway to -Saigon. It was 
more of . an eastern ex­
tremity in the capital's 

louter defenses and vulnera-
1 ble to encirclement. 
! To lose the now flattened 
real estate that' was Xuan-

JVeivs Analysis 

Highway 1, leading · £rom 
Xuanloc to the capital, has 
been cut for several days. 
Much!of the South Vietnam­
ese 18th Diviston; airborne 
and ranger un~ts as well as 
a good part of their armored 
reserves could be out­
flanked and trapped in 
Xuanloc. 

Experts here · • already 
think the North Vietnamese 
have enough men and mate­
rial around Saigon td begin 
an all-out, coordinated at­
tack. Within the next two 

· weeks they could have more 
than 12 divisions committed 
against Saigon's five-six if 
the defeated B(!ldiers fro111 
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the north can be pulled to- , 
gether into fighting units in ' 
time. 

Some South Vietnamese : 
' intelligence sources have 
long predicted that the at- , 
tack against Saigon and the 1 

Delta would come at the end 
. of April or t}le beginning of 
: May and, despite the wind- 1 
fall success in the north, the 

: North Vietnamese . would 
stick to their original sched- : 
ule even though it meant 
that the Saigon governrrieiit ' 
might be given a chance to ' 
E.lll! itsel.f,JQ.gether a bit. ___ ., 
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. ·-Mani . of the arni.oroo-, 
units around Tayninh north­
we~t of the city have been 
withdrawn to defend Xuan­
loc. Military experts say 
that Tayninh, 60 miles from 

' the capital, is even more 
, vulnerable and dangerously 
. isolated hliah Xuanloc. A 

more practical defense line 
· could be drawn further 
· south, closer to Saigon "in· ' 

the northwest without the ' 
Tayninh salient that could 
so easily be pinched off by 

' North Vietnamese troops 
moving in from Cambodia. 

With the northern defen- ~ 
ses of Xuanloc beginning to 
crumble, military sources 

·-1 fear that the North Viet­
I namese will slip south of. 
1 the Dongnai · River before 
I dropping south at Bienhoa, 
1 in order to make a stab at 
: the big American-built air 
I and :military base·. at Bien-

hoa itself. The terrain in 
that area is, as, one military 
source said, "good tank , 
country." 

Were such a move coordi-
1:nated with a drive straight ' 
south down Highway 13, the I 
North Vietnamese could 
come at Bienhoa from both 1 

sides of the, Dongnai River ~ 
and · could then bring their 
artillery within range of the 
capital itself. 

Experts here are very pes­
simistic about the govern­
merit's ability to stop such a 

, drive on Bienhoa, which re­
allyiis a gateway to Saigon, , 

• onl)LF miles away. A st:rike 
at Bienhoa would also close , 

' · the Vungtao road, to the 
sea. -. 

To t4e south, along High­
way 4; to the Delta, the 1 

North -¥ietnamese 5th Divi­
.sion is becoming ever more 

· menacing-with reinforce- .' 
ments, artillery and antiair­
craft guns and missiles­
moving into Longan, the , 
province just south of Sai-

• gon. ·Two jet fighters were ; 
· recently shot down by heat- · 

seeking missiles-in that re-j:· 
· ii.on. ! 

i A Nortb,Vietnamese move 
1 toward Saigon from the 

• 1 -hsouth would not only cut off· ; 
· Highway 4, over which:most 

of the capital's food travels, 
: but' it could also bring artil-

, Iery to bear on Saigon's air­
port. 

In short, what we are be-
·- ginning to see is an ·encircle- · 

ment of the capital, much as 
was seen in Phnom' -Penh. 
Besides the already .active 
pressure · in the northeast 
and south there are North 

' Vietnamese divisions wait­
ing to the north and west as , 
well. The..Smiiet-made guns· 
that the North Vietnamese 
use have a longer range 

, than the American guns 
' used by the Sou.th Vietnam­
ese. 

With more ,divisions ·mov­
ing down the coast, the dan­
ger is that the North Viet­
namese could take 1Vungtao 
and bring the shipping chan- I 

·nels of the Saig-0n River un- · 
" der artillery fire and j.hus 
. complete the encirclement 

of Saigon. 1 
Against this threat the · 

South Vietnamese· have an 
advantage of air and mobil-

'. ity. Also, it usu.ally· takes a -
ratio of two or three to one 

, to overcome well prepared 
defenses. 

But it does not appear 
that the South Vietnamese 

1 ,are taking full advantage of 
·their defensive, position. A 
recent inspection of the · 

: nortb!?astern lihes showed 
that the South. Vietnamese.:.. ~ -­
tm(?ps were very thin and 

1 light on the ground and that 
they were not dig.ging the 

I ,defensive positions that 
/...~ulil .. '1~l.ll.. ..equalize their 
J numerical inferiority. . . 

Without a solid defense in 
depth, the highly mobile 

; units, su_ch as. the airborne, 
, will be thrown in to help 
plug a breech in the line on 
the same terms as the at­
tackers. without any of the 
advantages that u~ually ac-
crue to a defender. 1 

- If the South Vietnamese 
dissipate their advantages 
as they are now doing;' mm'. 
,tary experts would not give 
them much chance of hold­
ing the. line for long. 

Intelligence sources fear 
that North Vietnamese and 
Vietcong sappers wiU soon 
try to disrupt the capital it­
self. Thursday tonight a 
joint exercise with police, 
self-defense forces and sol­
diers' was conducted in the 
empty streets of Saigon af. 
ter the 9 p.m. curfew. 

Already the ,sounds of. 
1 guns can be heard in the. 

capital and the tension rises · 
as virtually everyone here 
knows that the game is all · 
but played out. 
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NEW YORK TIMES 
18 APRIL 1975 Pg. 14 

News Dispatches 
By U.S. Journalists· 
In Cambodia Cease 

~-~·/, 1M,f,t;,,11r . ~::,,.a,J. . 
D1spatc!res 'frprn. :American 

news sources in Phnom Penh 
ended early yesterttay when 
communications lines were 
broken a few hours after the ' 
surrender of the i Cambodian 
Government. 

The last messa~e froin a' 
Cambodian reporter for The As­
sociated Press, received by the 
egency•~ Hong Kong iffice .at 
5:36 A.M. New Yor~ tim!! yes­
terday, made no lllention of 
five American journaliiit9 still 
thought to be in the ce.ptureii 
city. Among them is Sydney ij. 
Schanberg of The New York 
Times. . , , · 

The Associated Press's "tam: 
bodian reporter, Mean. Leang,. 
had been denied ..access to the 
Hotel le Phnom, :where the 
journalists were believed to be. 

Agen'ce France-Presse report­
ed from Saigon that'.a message. 

I 
thought to hav~ come from the 
French Embas~y __ [n. Phnoil! 

, , Penh, said Mr. ~tietg-_ Wis 
.. I among five America~ newsmen 
-

1

1 at the hotel. There was· no rt• 
. port on the whereabouts of Dith 

Pran, Mr. Schanbera·s Cambo­
dian assistant. 

The Associated I>ress . said 
,Y~Jte~y that another Atneri• • ·,c.. I, 
can, a freelance photographer,. lb ----

, AJ Rockoft, had been· see .riding · \ 
on an Insurgent j~. . \ 

In Paris, a spokesman for the 
Cambodian Communists said at 
a news1 conference that their \ 

( Se~ NEWS, Pg.!._ 2) ! ,. 
\ NEWS' •• CONTINUED 

Minister of Infonnation would 
decide, ·case by case, whether 
the journalists would be al­
lowed to work in Cambodia. 

The Red Cross in C,eneva re­
ported that it had had no direct 
contact'. with .A>.ndre Pasquier, 
its representauve in Phnom 
Penh since Wednesday. lt could 
offer n9 word on the io.umalists 
in Phnom Penh, 

\ 
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SENATE -- CONTINUED tarian 3irl, hut 110,ne specifically-
for CV~<;u:ttl(lll. . 

NEW YORK TIMES Arr)'led Services Committee re- llndPr tllf' bill. whirh W<\, rn-
18.• A;RI. 1075 Pg l - ject~d' additional aid of $:15- ,J,q:-r·1l bv the White Jlrlustl, the 

SE
~N- ,.~'n'/"~JT B.ARS -:~.~'.shoonnebyofa tvhoetef~•:v· 8t-.1tn.o,e·s1. 1·':t' - r<'lwf 111011'''.i v:'D11fcl be p;1s,1·d 

-· years that Senator John C -tiono, r-uch as the ·United N:t· I 
.. ~. ~, . . throur-h intrn1;itional or1pni,~-

· t ;• · l' AIG N Stennis, Democrat of Missis- hnn~ ;,;iri l!Jc R.,d Cro~s. 

WA D To S O Tt·nnr"; c,wld he used or,lv if 
. . sifjpi. the commi_ltee_ chairma_n tlwv .,.,:,,rn m•pdrrl to :1.•\•3c1i.,1,, 

B DA-mD E. ROSENBAllM !:r,d ~ta _vote in hts comm1t· •\111t·ri,·:in,. :1ltilnugh it wn,ilcl 
y . ,,.;.. j . ,, • Hee on an important issue. ',l(' p1·:·nw;•:ihln [f) rY"cq.;t(' snn10 

Spe<2 .al to nte: Ntw York T1mu ' . h 1 . Viet 11cl1IlP~(' wi11,1 are d1ipr·ndrtHS 
WASHINGTON, April 17- 1'\$k_ed w ellle~ tie com~1it• c,f Unit~rl Statrs citir.l'hs. 

rh s t A d Serv· s te1: might reconsider its action, 
e _ena e rme . ice Senato~ Stennis irnid, "No. Tl1P hi!l.·cpprnvert it1., \•fll0 

Committee dealt a serious blow th l' ·t., of 1/, t•.• ·1. ·.-:ill pt•fi.;bly lw 
to President Ford's Vietnam pol- r 3 1.. . •·nn:,i•i•,r~,i by the f1,:i! House 
lty by rejecting additional mili- :Despite tl_1e action _hy th_e nrxt ,.,.l'f•!:. I 
tary assistance for the Saigon Armed ~e

1
. r:1:cs C?ir!mlttcc, 11 Th~ tnl'~s11.re put ,-/ff by the 

Government. wp_ uld sti.l oe poss:blc for Co:_1• ~<'niltc FPrl'ign Helc1tl-,ns Ccrn-
t · ~'00 I mitte 0 becau,e of its1 disattree-

h 
. 

1 
h H gress o appropriate .,-> -m1 - h ., 

Aero~~ t e Cap1t~, t e ou~e li()n in military as,i,ltancc that mPnt wit/J t e prescr: rate of 
[nternat_1onal Rela_t1on_s"Comm. _it- '"",s autl,ori·zcd last year b•·i· ev;icuatinn ·would 11!:11:p some-

"" ~ what more strini:rnt il,....;-FH'-lions 
tee appr~ved l~gi~lati<;>n givi_ng not appropriated. Kt'y Se11a:<cr~ r,n tlw use of trocip, ~nrl would 
the P~s1dent limited authonty ,aid. hbwever, that c>', en an ap authori1.e only $200-million. 
ta use United States forces to ~rnpriation of that anrnunt W,1~ Mtanwhile today, GPn. Fred-
e~acuate Americans in South ip rloti~t. · erick C. Weyand, the Army 
Vietnam. But the Sen.ate For- In view of his ~omrnittP,', Chi<:'f of Staff, ,.onfirmed that 
eign Rela_ tions Comm __ ittee_with-_ ~_ction,

1
1 Sen._ator Stennis said. North Vietnam was moving 

J b II be " surface-to-air mis,ilc s;tes into 
held ac~ion on a S>Jmi ar 1 . • the possibili1v cf anv ;1pprfJ1>rh· the area around Saigon. Sena-
cause its members were dis- (ion f6r miiitarv t,\d is now tors said that t.J:!.~.,:sites were 
satisfie4 with the pace'at which t'more 1remctc." . likdy to. be in pface-byN°ay l. 
Americans and their·dependents ; senator John t. \ekCi;'lian. The imp!icaticm\of this·instal-
were being evacuated.· . _Democrat of Arkansas, ci;air- l.~ti()n is twofold: B\·irst, it means 

As a 'result of the committee Iman _of . the Af,prnpri~1 ;on, that once the sitrs are installed 
actions, it was apparent. that C_omm1tte~., has pub!Jcly ,tat('.G it will be more d~ngrrous for 

' ·ir · t ltus opposttmn to any m1ltt.;.;rv Americans to be f\owin out of 
Congress was WI mg· o_ go to iaid. , · Saigon. Second, it ipcreases the 
consic;lef<?ble lengths to assure . The swing vote ,,n the Armed peril of supplying S1igon by air. 
the safe evacuation of Ameri; ; Services panel was that of senators of ho~h\ parties '?n 
cans but not disposed to give 'Sena~r William Lloyd Scott, the Foreign Relations Commit· 
further 'help to the Government · : Repub~ic:"-n of Virginia. . . tee expressed serio¥s disoatis-
. S 1 · . t la · In ~-afternoon, William fadinn with Adrnilistration's 
in a g~n or t_o evacua .ea _rge .1 .endal), a White House lobby- effort, 50 far to evacuate 
number of Vietnamese .... . '.--•·r-tst; called Senator Scott out of Am0ricans . 
. Ford; Sought $72:!-Ml1llon ! tJhe committee m<!rting and "We ~re holding th ir feet to 

· · made one last effort. to persuade th~ fire," said Son,·it~r George 
The cornerstone of President him to vote for ndctitional aid. M•·Govern, Demnrr,\t nf South 

Ford's Vietnam· p:,licy, 8- . re- After a conversation of sever~ i O:i knta. in explaining how the 
lated to CoIJ€~ ~-'-~: ~~~ minutes, Mr. Kendall informed ,nrnniittee was w, hholding 

.. )f the World message last the White House that Mr. Scott acti<:in on its \P.gi,l,itiqn in ari 
could not be sway~,rj. attempt to force the ~dminis-

week, was his request for S722- Later, Mr. Scott said that tr~linn to come up with a con-
ni!lion in immediate military "given the situation in Vietnam. crrt(' plan for evnrnation. · 
:l!SSistance. The money, to cover I think we would just be wast- CQmmittee memb\"rs s1

11id that 
a wide range of SU~$ and ing money." ther1> were now about 6,000 
armaments, was essent:iat "hf: The legisl.ition approved hy Amr>rirans and dr>pcndei1ts In 
said then, to "stabilize" the.Sai• the House lntern~tional Rela- Saigon. :Senator MCGOirern said 

t.ions Committee, in addition to that the count of the· "hard .. 
gon Government end allow for ailowing the use of troops to core" to be evr,cnuated had 
a negotiated settlement of the evacuate Ame·ricans, would s\• actuallv increased by 124 pcr-
war. low the Government to spend sons it1 the last 10 d~ys, pri-

on· the key vote today, _the j more than $350-millicm , for marily; bl!CJ~ of the incl~siop. 
evacuation and humanitarian of An\ericiin 'wifes 'of' American . 

(S~e SENATE, Pg. g) ! relief. citiiens. _. · :'· , 
,jne ·· money must stm go Despite President ; Ford's' 0

• through · the 'lppropriatiom 
i process and a somewhat smal- _ pr!:m~js~ y~sterday and again ~o-: 

·-- -·1
1

· "ler amou11t·1s hli.ely°To ·1:1e ap:- day that 'inonessential" Ameri•. 
'. propriated. ~ans wou\cl be evacuated lmme>-
\ Mr. Ford asked for $250-mil-. diately, :senators reported that · 

lion in economic and huma.nl- only 85 Americans were with• 
·---, draw ye4terday. _ _.' .... 

I 

J 
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!
-·-:d'I 's'tee! that 15-Jfiii<!e~~a~ 
sm I f'lla!or Jacob K Javi•:.. 
Repu~lican of New Y~rk A..., 
Senator Dick <::lark, Democr:1 
of Towa, df'clared, "Tha.t can 

i h~rdly_ be call rd progress. lt. 

I 
\lie s_tdf have 3,000 to 4 000 l1mencJ;1s. there 10 d~ t' 
now d •r ,ys rom 

; an · 1 North Vietnarn 
, attacks Saigon,\vho is going to 

.1 say the President should not use 
fr?ops t'! rescue them. ·and it 
will r~qu1re a lot of troops." 

Senmors and House mem .. 
hers also .r~mained opposed to 
the Admm1stration•s proposal 
for evacuation of tens of thou. 
sand~ of. Vietnamese who have 
helped the United States in . 
ln~ochina. 
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-. • - ' There is at pr;;~nt a -$300-, 

:VI. et Ann' ·S A' •• di ,· million ceiling on emer- . 
'gency weapons aid to South ' 

· J , Vietnam, although no actual , D }t D f l t , funds have been provided. ' ea ' e ,· ea I i President Ford proposed to 

In Senate Umt 1 r.aise the ceiling to $722 mil­
;hon and fund the entire 
•amount. · 

, the focus was on what mem­
bers termed the inadequate 
pace of withdrawal of U.S. 

, civilians. and their depend­
, ents from Saigon. 

. By Richard L. Lyo11s 
and Spencer Rich 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

President Ford's appeal­
for humanitarian aid to 
South Vietnam was .en- : 
dorsed yesterday · by the , 
House Internatfonal Rela­
tions Committee, but his bid, 
for expanded military aid ; 

, Stennis went into yester­
day's meeting without hope 

Sen. George McGovern 
(~S.D.) told a news confer­

, ence that ambassador Gra­
' _of getting the full $722 mil- · ham Martin was still drag­
' .lion ceiling. He opened tlIB., _,. ging his feet, and that time 

voting with a· proposal for was short since he had been 
$515 million but that went. informed that "possibly as 
down, 8 to 7. early as May 1" North Viet-

The eight voting against nam will have missiLes 
th~ increase were Virginians , planted in range of ·the Sai-
Harry Flood Byrd Jr. (Ind.) , gon itirfield, capable of 
and William L. Scott (R), . ' shooting down evacuation 

. suffered a sturining defea~' 
in a series of 8-to-7 votes in 

, Stuart Symington (D-Mo.), and supply · planes. Gen. 
Henry M. Jackson (D-W,11sh.), · Fred C. Weyand, after·testif-

1 the usually hawkish Senate 
1 

Armed Services Co)llmittee. '· 
· By an 18-to-7 vote, the 1 

. Sam Nunn (D-Ga.), John Cul-
1 

ying to the Stennis commit­
. · tee, confirmed to reporters 

House committee approved· ver (D-Iowa), Gary Hart (D-
', $327 mil~ion authorizati~iJ Colo.) and Patrick J. Leahy 
, for the fiscal year ending 1 -(D-Vt:). · . · · · · · · 
June 30 to be divided be- The seven voting for \the 

. tween humanitarian aid to: raise were Stennis, Strom 
1 South Vietnam and evp,cua-, Thurmond, (R-S.C.), Thomas 
tion of .Americans and'. J. McIntyre (D'-N,H.), John 

, South Vietnamese. This was, G. Tower (R-Texas), Barry 
1 

$77 million above President, M. Goldwater (R-Ariz.)! Rob• 

1

1 Ford's request. He h_a.a made: ert Taft Jr. (R·Ohio}-just 
no request for evacuation recuperate,d f 1 ·11 

, funds .. The 'b1'll also gives rom a ong 1 
· ness-and Dewey Bartlett · 

: him authorit)(. t~. use troops (R-Okla.). 
• if necessary to get the peo- " . Further· moves to put the 

pl;~~\,enate Foreign Rela- ceiling, at $H9 million, $401 
tions · Committee failed million, and $370 million all 
again to complete action onl. failed on 8-to-7 votes, and a 

· its version of the humanitar-, move. for $350 million was 
ian aid-evacuation bill. The, beaten, 10 to 5, several sena-

1 slowdown is an expression' tors including Stennis say­
•· of senators' anger at what ing they opposed this as 
they consider the slow pace- "too low." 

' of evacuation. Committee· 
1 

· . "That's. It. That disposes 
members · said . administra.L 'of- it- as far· as the commit­
tion figures yesterday tee's concerned," said a dis-
1howed only 120 Americans appointed Stennis. But he 

~-~ -·~ ~- ~~- __ _ _ voiced hope that the Appro-
1 leaving South Vietnam in priations Committee might 
' the previous 24 hours. at least vote some funds un-
. The Senate Armed ·Serv: , - der the existing, still un­
l ices committee, long a • funded $300· million ceiling. 
; stronghold of Vietnam war In the Senate, meanwhile, 

sentiment, refused to follow 
· the lead of chairman John 
' C. Stennis (D-Miss.). and r 

1 
turned down five separate 
attempts to boost the au-

' thorized ceiling on emer- t 

i gency weapons aid to Viet- ' 
inam. -i 
'
1 

The committee· ,votes 

I clearly signal that a substan. 
, tial portion of Congress con­
' Siders the war in Vietnam as 
all but lost, and that the 
time has come to cut .the na- 1 
tion'.s. loss.es._ 

that missiles are being 
moved up but gave n'o date. 
He called the military situa­
tion "precarious and grim." 

Meanwhile, _Senate Demo­
cratic Whip Robert C. Byrd 
CW.Va.) characterized as un­
true and "deplorable" state­
ments by President Ford' 
,and Vi,ce . President Rocke­
feller blam~ng · Vietnam's 

; cul"l'.ent military plight on 
l congression!\l aid cuts. He 
• said the President should 

"call an immediate halt to 
·the gutter politics of blame-· 
spladng.'• 

· 1 House floor action is ex-
1.Jlected Tuesday on. the aid­

evacuation bill, with which 
administration off i c.i a 1 s 

i were described as , "gen-. 
erally in accord," It au­
thorizes $150 million to be 
divided without limitation 
between aid and evacuation. 
It also removes limitations 

I from $177 million previously 

I 
authorized but not appropri­
ated for humanitarian aid 

"--- - .. __ ,,'_ __ · --
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during this fiscal year: This 
wo,µld produce a total of 
$327 million in spending au­
thority, but none of it could 
be used until approved in a 
separate appropriation bill. 

The President had asked 
for $250 million in aid. The 
bill could be considered as 
giving him this amount plus 
$77 million for evacuation. 

· But as worded, the entire 
$150 million in new authori­
zation could <be used for 
evacuation if needed. 

Most of the day-long 
House committee meeting 
was devoted to debate over 
what restrictions, if any, to· 
place on use of tmops for 
the evacuation. All-out oppo-

. nents of U.S. military in­
volvem,ent in Indochina op­
posed any use of troops for 
fear it could entangle. the 
United States in another 
war there. But what pre­
vailed was the need to evac­
uate about 3,500 American 
citiiens and the moral obli­
g~tion to help Vietnamese 
loyal to the United States 
who might· be killed by con­
quering. Communists, arid 
virtually no limitation on 
the use of troops was im­
posed. 

The House bill states that 
several provisions written 
into laws during the last two 
years forbidding U.S. mili­
tary operations in Indochina 
shall not apply to use of 
U.S. troops for evacuation. 

J;t defines those eligible 
for evacuation as American 
citizens, dependents of· 
American citizens · and of 
permanent residents of the 
United States, Vietnamese 
nationals eligible for immi­
gration to the United Stat~s 



, because of their relationship• 
, to American citizens, and 

"other foreign nationals to 
,· Whose lives a direct and im­
; minent threa,t exists." 
1 

• TJ:_lis fourth category of 
· Vietnamese in danger of 

Communist reprisals has 
been · estimated at a)lout 
175,000, including depend­
ents. 

The only limltatlon ort 
' troops is th!\t the number 
'. may not exceed those re­
l quired to evacuate the first 
: three categories, which 
, woulq be considerably fewer 
, people. 
' ·Beaten by margins of bet­
; ter than 2 ·to 1 were amend• 

- ' men ts "iliat would have lim­
ited the number of· U.S. 

, troops to 20,000 or their stay. 
in South Vietnam to 1:5 or 
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30 days, that would. have 
forbidden use of U.S. troops 
to evacuate Vietnamese na­
tionals, and that would,have 
administered the humanita­
,rlari aid by international 
organizations such .as the 
United Nations. '" 

The argument for chan­
neling the resettement aid 
money through the United 
Nations or private interna­
tional groups is that · it 
could reach suffering Viet­
namese throughout the 
country, whether under 
Communist or Saigon con­
trol. But ·senior committee 
members opposed turning· 
the money ,over to the United 
Nations, sayin,g there would 
,be no assµrance it would 
reach the •needy in Vietnam. 

... ' 
The Senate Foreign Rela­

tions Committee version of 
the humanitarian-evacuation 
'bill carries a ceiling of $200 
million compared with the , 
House bill's $327 mUlion. 
Sen. Clifford P. Case fR· , 
N.J.) said the committee, 
again refused to_ approve it 
:because the · State· Depart­
ment still hasn't come up 
with an adequate and detail- I 
ed schedule. of withdrawa1s 
of U.S. citizens ·and their 
wives and cnildren, and no 
plan at all" to ,get (!ndan- , 
gered Vietnamese civilians 1 

out. ' 
Case saiti_only 120-~rsons ·- · 

-85 Amer;can civilian per­
sonnel, plus 35 dependent.a 
-had come out in the last 
24. hours. ---~~----~~--~------____: 
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,. Vie-tnamese HOld Key w Ev~uatU)n 
r- -- - -- - -~ 

¥!ack, Panic ,~r::>~J,-~escue 
~ By Michael Getler anneorge C. Wilson 

Viashington Ppst staff Writers 

Although President Ford pcised, either by attacking : 
bas said the United States No_rthern armies or ,panick- ! 
has a "profound moral obli-

' gation" to thousands of 
South Vietnamese, Saigon 
and Hanoi, more than Wash­
ington, hold the key to get­
ting them out of South Viet-
·nam. 

If either the South Viet­
namese or the North Viet­
namese - for different rea­
sons-go all out to stop the 
evacuation of the 175,000 
persons considered most 
vulnerable to Hanoi's retri­
:bution, U,S. contingency 
plans now· on paper won't 
work. · 

There are two main 

ing &outhern fprces, it would ' 
take far more U.S. troops 
than Congress is ekpected to 
allow to make secure an 
evacuation route. 

• It would also require 
~-tnany more troops-,poi;sibly 

up to five or six divisions in 
some estimateS-:-than the 
United States could get to 
Southeast Asia fast enough 
to ·handle such a vast emer: · 
gency undertaking, even if 
Congress approved it. , 

As a result, according to 
many experienced U.S .. de­
fense planners, it is the Vi­
etnamese who hold the key reasons: .· .. - --- .,--~~ 

·• If tho ovae,'_'~ 

. ~i · b,or~e-D-iv-i-si_o_n-at_f_t._B .. r-ag""g"',-_ .. e•v•a•c•11•a•te•d•,•i-d_e..,n_ti_f_y_t_h_e .. n'l_t_o __ •_u_ic_k_ly_l_if_te_d_out of the cap-

-- N.C., and elements of a sin- loading 'authorities, · and, ital using only the helicop-
to getting at least some of · • · ' · · k. e·ep the' re'"s··t ·of the •popula-: t~i:;,, and Marines already on gl e M. arine Corps division · · · ·- · i ft - their civilians out of the tion fr'om .rushing toward station aboard U.S. a rcra 

. on Okinawa and an under- the ships. Some U.S. plan-. carriers off the coast. . 
· co~ntry. strength Army' division qn ners believe as many .as 3 _l,_ '· If Saigo11's 'airport ,:comes 

If the -South Vietnamese Hawaii would probably be million to 4 million South under attack and is closed: 
army protects aq evacuation 1;he first used if there was a ,. , Vietnamese have ample rea, , the _.only __ way sizable num: 
corridor,or if the North Vi- need to beef up quickly the sontowant,to_leave. _ .:; bers of_South Vietnamese 
etnamese, for one reason or Maririe force afready there. . .. ·could b'e· brought out is b" 

th d ·d t t p Finally, there is no public 0 

ano er, eci e no O re- Yesterday, however, Con- sea. A land con-idor would · h t· indication of where the eva-vent sue an evacua ion or gtess was st;i.11 debating how have to be formed and pro-
are too busy elsewhere, then much, if any, leeway to give cuees would go. tected from Saigon to ports 
it could work. the administration in de- Nearby .countries such as such as Vungtau, 40 miles 

In that case, the some two ploying any U.S. troops for Thailancj, 1ndonesia, the southeast of the capital. 
dozen U.S. Navy ships and evacuation of South · Viet- Philippines and 0thers might 'whe're U.S. -ships ~ould then 
private transport vessels un- names.e. allow some to land tempo- 'carry the·refugees to safety. 
der Navy contract already in Meanwhfie: tlie Navy is rarily. , If· Saigon's armies keep 
the area could be used to building up supplies aboard But there does not yet ap- , the North Vietna1hese away 
pick up evacuees from one the vessels that could sud- pear any indication whether and>don't. themselves turn 
or two ports southeast of denly find themselves jam-• countries other than the on those chosen to escape, 
Saigon: med with thousands of flee- United States would·. allow '.\hen the evacuation could 

The roughly 4,000 U.S. ing civilians, according to large-scale permanent immi: · work with relatively few 
Marines already in the area sources here. grations. U.S, troops, in the view of 
on Navy ships or in the ·Phil- . · Sources say that no final Yesterday, for example, it some officials. 
ippines could be used to al\d specific evacuation plan was reported from Bangkok On the other hand, there 
protect a smaller area for the South Vietnamese that several hundred Cam- is very little sense of cer· 
around the loading docks to h$s yet gone to President bodians evacuated last week tainty that such a mass evac-
prevent panic and to keep .. Ford from the Pentagon, by the Americans to th~ U- · " uation, wilL not get com-
order aboard the vessels and thus no additional U.S. Tapao air base in Thailand pletely out-0f hand. • 
themselyes. forces have been alerted.' would have to leave Thai- It is the prospect of secur-

It is estim:i-ted that at most · For one thing, there is not land within two weeks. ing such a long land con-i• 
the United States could rush yet any clear authorization As matters stand 110w, the dor and poss1bly the·· airport 
another one or two divisions from Congress. view among defense special- that has caused· some esti-
to the area on short notice There also seems to be ists is that as -the number of mates. of. i·equired U.S. 
and that anything more some uncertainty here about Americans in Saigon is re- · forces under the worst con-
would take many weeks. how President Thieu plans duc~d fro111 the current. 3,- ditions to- be as higl1,,as fiye 

Troeps from the 82? Air• to selett those wh'.o.:are to ,be 900'..to 1,000 dr 2,000, remain- ~r -Six divisions, :,1•_,:;, ,,~ ,, ______________ _;_ _______________ _ 
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orces 
Capital· Hails> 
R~,!:L ~!()°'J?~ 
•• PHNOM PENH, April ~s~ay) 

(AP)-Phnom Penh surrendered to th,e 
Khmer Rouge insurgents Thursday and 
welcomed the Communist-Jed rebels with'. · 
white flags and banners on every building ·' 
in the city. : .. ·, -

People stood on the sidewalks waving to ; , 
the incoming, black-clad insurgents. 

On Wednesday, the government had of­
fered a conditional surrender through the 
Red Cross only to have' it rejected by 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk. 

[The Cambodian embassy lj1ilitary at- · 
tache in Bangkok, 'Thailand, said he had. · 
learned by radio early Thursday that 
"the government surrendered at 7 a.m. -
There was no immediate confirmation 
nor any cable ,contact with Phnom Penh 
early Thursdajl.J 

As the appea,l for a cease-fire was issued 
1 through the International Committee of the 

Red Cros-s, Pochentong airport, four miles 
west of the city and its only link to th_e , 
outside world, fell to the Communist-led· 

., insurgents as they continued to advance_"in· 
the city, 

Ten persons were reported killed and 
30 wounded by howitzer shells the rebels 
fired at the city center, some of them 
hilting the downtown post office. 

The surrender offer, made by Gen. Sak 
Sutsakhan, head of the newly formed 

, Supreme Council. and Prem1c1 Long 
· Boret, offered Sihanouk's Royal Govern­

ment of Khmer National Union (GRUNK) 
a five-point plan "to end the present· 
fratricidal stfuggle" in Cambodia. · 

Sihanouk responded by telegram from 
his exile in Peking to the Red Cross in 
Geneva. "Please excuse FUNK [Khmer 
National United Front}, GRUNK, 
FAPLNK,-[People's National . Liberation. 
Armed Forces of Cambodia) and myself 
for being unable to accept this unaccep-

_tablc~ massage(' _the telegrUm said. 

- •'FUNK,, GRUNK and FAPLNK rep~­
that if second-rank traitors wish to save 
their lives, they should immediately lay 
down their arms, raise the white flag 
and · rally unconditionally to FUNK, 
GRUN"K and FAPLNK, which are_al.ready 
in many quarters of Phnom Penh. · 

"As to the first-rank traitors, forming 
' what they call the 'Supreme Council,' we, 

advise them to flee · Cambodia if they 
1 can, instead of wasting time digging bunk-

ers. , 
"A~ the main war criminals respon• 

sible for the present useless bloodbath in 
' the f'inal battle for Phnom Penh,. which 
':, have already virtually 1ost, these mem-
1 Peking had said it was "too late" for any 
1 ·bers of ·the so-called Supreme Council 

aeserve . notmng 1ess man me gallows. 
That. .. is all we have to !say to them;'' 

, --..-.--Sihanouk then as.ked the International '. 
i ~ed Cross , to "cease interfering in .the : 

mternaL affairs of \:ambo~ia." 
. , Earlier, a spokesman for Sihanouk in 
L- c~_as,e-fire in Phnom Penh. "We are· dete~- ' 
i mme11'. now to take Phnom Penh by force " 
, he said. , · ' 

Radio Phnom Penh, the official voice of· 
the C;imbodian government, gave no in­
dication tonight that the administration 
had asked the Red Cross to sue for- sur- · 
rende!'.-- Wednesday, Gen. Sutsakhan· had . 
ordered his troops to fight "to-.- the last 
drop of blood," saying that _the situation 

L around Phnom Penh's .defenses was ·•'boil- 1 
ing hotter and hotter.' . , 

The radio's only reference to the situa-
1 tion later was a:-'rej,ort. tllat. insurgents 

had been driven back , from· th,e · Urlit~ 
~tions bridge spannihg:-the ·Bassac Rii.v.ia:. 

1 
__ 

· on the-so_uthern side of the city. -It broad-
cast, however, an appeal for unity and.· 

. asked citizens for 'material supp0r't of the 

. soldiers. · 
': "Even if you can contribute ~nly a. bag 

of ;rice, it .shows _clearly that you are be-
hind them," the radio said. · · · ! 

. . Meanwhile, fuel ta~ks blazed from I 

I ~hmer Rouge attacks and black smoke 
blanketed the city.· Premier Long Boret, 
in an interview Tuesday ,night with Agence 
France-Presse, described the situation as 
"extremely critical." He stressed the pre­
carious mjlitary position after government 
troops aib,.m · Qf.,the 
Bassac . . i of !A r ~-r.) 
Takmau. ,.,;;.,.,..,_ l• 
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:Phnom Basset; 17 mile,s. northwest of the . been strengthened recently :by about four 
I I , ·1 

~~1j)ital. · · / · · regiments. 
-~~, :~lier Tuesday, tlie premier had ' . After 1Jhe .day's 'fighting, a disquieting 

was the firs/t addressed directly to Sili:a-i 
:nouk's rebe!s. It was reportedly' ham­
mered out iri late-night discussions 'at ·the· 
home of Lorig Boret; with the Cambodiari 
leaders even choosing revoluUonary phras­
es ii), hopes of appealing to Sihanouk. 

'6'1:opped'the administrator of Kandal pro,v- . calm-descended over Phnom Penh. Thou- · 
ince, Gen. Dien Del, from com'mitting. sands of government soldiers abandoned 
suicide after the. provincial gov.ernment the front to join. the hordes of refugees 
was evacuated. blocked at the city's gates by military 

• police. · ' 
As released 'by Sihanouk, the five-point 

offer that he rejected called for "any 1 

realistic solution which can end the blood- \ 
shed," · and offered an immediate cease:·: ·, 
£ire. 'The Cambodian government further : 
commmed itself to "avoiding all ac.ts of 
reprisal or discrimination" against 'people 
engaged in the ]Jostilities and · a~lmd that 
the insurgents make the · same commit- , 
ment. 1 

Battle-scarred -bodie,s were brought by· 
barge up the Mekong .and Bassac Rivers 
Tliesday night. Corpses filled whole ves­
sels which were unloaded in the northern 

---- pilrt of the city, The dead :were the last· 
defenders of the narrow tongue of land 
which lies between the M;eko.ng and -:aas­
sac Rivers south of the United Nations 
bridge. ' 

The Khmer Rouge attack on the Pochen­
tong airport began shortly after m1dni-ght 
Tue5day. The air ·base's military depot 
caught fire and the transportation brigade 
base, some 500 yards away, was occupied 
and went up iri flames. The infantry mili~ 
tary_ 1 training center was also· occupied; 
repotts said. 
· In Bangkok, a I Cambodian embassy 

spokesman .denied that the airport had 
b{ien seized. He acknowledged, however, 
that there were no civilian flights from 
the airport. · 

But he said a volunteer force of 25,000 
public works and railroad .workers and 

i 3,000 students were being flown to other 
; isolated government-held .cities to relieve 

soldiers needed for the defense of Phnom 
Penh. 

He said the goyernment still had troops 
about eight miles east of. the United Na-

: __ j tions bridge which could be usecf to strike , 
. the insurgents :from the rear. Insurgent 

forces who penetrated Phnom Penh's 
,.southern defense were believed to _have 

The . capital is bursting at the, seams 
with hundreds of ,thousands of refugees. 
Shacks have sprung ilp · on the streets and 
. some refugees. are sleeping on the side-
walks. · 

Wounded and emaciated children fill 
every/ ~ed . of the city's seven hospitals 
and spill over onto the· floors. 

Road blocks around the capital were re- Power was to be transfered undet •. I. 
inforced fo check the :now. of refug~es, who and Red Cross superyision. . 
are causing panic among the capital's Sources in ·Peking, . mell:nwhile/ . id 

. population · and troops assigned · to the Sihanouk had warri_ed Tuesday that other . 
shrinking; deferise perimeter. .. nations ,should not .. wait ''too loi;:g'' 'to 

The government called for volunteers to recognize the Kmer National Unfon. }n · 
replace. police sent to 'the front lines to re- · a meeting with Swedi<sl), ambassadJ>r Kaj ·. 

. inforce war.-weary troops. Gueri,llas, tpeir Bjork, the prince· warned that some coµn-' 
:black shirts partially covei,ed by bandoliers. . . ·. ,tries unfriendly ·to his alliance would not 
of ammunition, were reported less than · ; necessarily be accepted, mentioning -spe- ; 
half a mile fom the -Presidiehtial. Palace cifically Thailand, . Malaysia, 'Singapore, I 
and Phnom -Penh's main power generators: Australia and New. Zealand. . ,- , 1 

The clandestine· rebel 1:adio station u,rged Sweden and Turkey have announced 1 

Cambodians to change sides and fight' with their recognition of the Sihanouk goverri-
them. · ment, and Peking sources said that Iran 

The Cambodian government Wednesday is expected to follorw suit. · 
endorsed a move by· the United Natipns In Camberra, Foreign Affairs Minister 
to declare· the capital's ·main hotel, Le Don Willesee ·said he had told Sihanouk 
Phnom, a neutral international zone which that Australia wpuld recognize the Khmer 

,, would extend :for several hundred yarrls Rouge if it gains control of Phnom Penh. I 
around the building. Red Cross officials Sihanouk, 52, told Peking · sources that I 
moved into the building, whel,'e about 100 he is planning a tour of countries friendly 
foreigners are already quar:tered. to his government. He said he-· has re-1, 
' , The deserted U.S. embassy was reported-. ·ceived invitations from more than 20 · 
ly set crblaze. ' countries and he plans to speak: at the · 

The government's cease-fire proposal ----~~~e.'!_~~tions. 

' 
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U.S. Considers Corridor 
T 9 Ev~cuate Vietnamese 
~~l7~7.>/4;fLJ ~ 

By DAVID E. ltOSENBAUM , 
sl)tt1a1 to The NeW York Tlmu 

WASHINGTON, April 16-
Gen. Frederick c. Weyand, the 
Army Chief of'Staf~, told a Sen­
ate committee todj!.y that the 
Pentagon was considering es­
tablishing a corridor from Sai­
gon to the sea to eyacuate tens 
of thousands of Vietnamese. 

Creation of such a corridor, 
one of several evacuation plan_s 
being consideretl, ci:luld involve 
a mi'-jor commitme~t of Ameri­
can forces. 

Pentagon officials Said that, 
under hostile conditions, at 
least one Marine division -
about 20,000 men-plus, air 
power from Navy carriers would 
be required to pro\ect the cor­
ridor, , 

At the same time, State De­
! partment ·officials ~aid that the 
United States was J expected to 

'announce tomorror,v that 980 
Cambodian refugres would be 
admitted - as temporary resi' 
dents. [Page 18.] , 

M~anwhile, the [ rift betweer 
President Ford iind Congresi 
over aid to South!Vietnam and 

· the evacuation qf Americans 
. widened. , . . 

The President reiected as in­

adequate a Congtessional plan 
that would give bim $200-mil­
lio11 for, emergency as_sistance 
and restricred authority to use 
troops. for evacua~lon purposes. 

Members of thp. Senate For­
eign Relations C~mmittee said 
they had been mi$led about the 
rate at which Mnericans were 
being evacuated and put off, at 
least until tomorrow, further 
action on legislation. 

An accommodation over the 
amount of money to be made 
c:vailab!e still appeared pos­
sible, but there; was a sharp 
philosophical difference on the 
question of_ evaquation. 

The members of Congress . 

See EVACUATE, Pg. 2 

I EVACUATE~~~NT'D' 
~ want a rapid removal of Ameri­

cans and would permit the use 
of troops to carry out the evac­
uation. But they do not want 
to allow troops to evacuate 
Vietnamese. - . . , . 

The Government seems pre­
pared to leave a:sizable con­
tingent of Americans . in Sajgon 
for the foreseeable future and 
wants to evacuate a substan­
tial number of Vietname,e. 

President Ford told the . 
American Society of Newspaper 

, Editors today that he had , 
"ordered the evacuation . of_y_!! i 
non-essential United States .per-
sonnel in Vietnam." , 

He said that the Government 
was "phasing down on a ~aily 
basis" the number of Americans 
and that "the present plan is 
to keep those there who hav.e.. 
positions of responsibility." . 

The President refused to dis­
close the rate of withdrawal or , 

1 the number of Americans still i 
in Saigon. 

Senators said that the Pen­
tagon telephoned today to cor­
rect the statement of Defense 
Secretary James R. Schlesinger 
that 3,850 Americans remained 
in South Vietnam, The number, 
the Senators said, was signifi­
cantly higher. 

Moreover, Senators of both 
parties complained that the 
White House had provided 
them with no plan for the , 
evacuation, 

"To know what we are legis­
lating ;i.l;>out, we need to have 
more information," $aid Sen­
ator Jacqb K. Javits, Repub-
lican of New York. · 

Senator Dick Clark, -Demo­
crat of Iowa, said. it was clear 
that Graham Martin, the Unit-. 
ed States ·ambassador in Sai­
gon; was "dragging his feet" 
on the question of. .evacuation, 

Plan 1$ Reje~ted ' , 1' 

The legislation tentatively ap­
proved by the Foreign Rela­
tions Committee yesterday and 
rejected by the White House· 
today would have allowed­
American troops to protect Vi-: 
etnamese only as they wer1 incidental to an American evaci 
uation. 
In large measure, these restric­
tions reflected concern that a 
major evacuation of Vietna:: 
mese could result in a· rest.imp- -. 
tion of military invc:Hvement in 
Vietnam. 
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That concern was under­
scored by General Weyand's 
closed-door testimony today be-

-fore the Senate Appropriations I 
Committee defending the re­
quest for $722-million in mili-/' 
tary aid for the Saigon Govern-. 
ment. , 1 

General Weyand, Who re• 
turned last wek from a fact• 
finding mission to South Viet­
nam, reportedly told the Ser,­
ators that, without additional 
aid. the Government of Presi­
dent Nguyen Van Thieu would 
collapse within a month. 

·vung Tau _ls Chosen 
Although. no final evacuation· 

plan has been formulated·, Gen-· 
era! Weyand, according to com­
mittee members, said that one 
proposal would be the estab­
'Jishment · by United States 
troops of a 40-mi\e corridor 
fiiiin, s'aigon to Vung Tau. on 1 
the coast. · · · 

~ 

From Vung Tau, the~Vietna 
. mese would be evacuated to a 

unspecified point by American 
ships. · 

Mr. · Ford told Senators on 
Monday that he hoped to eva_c- . 
uate 175,000 Vietnamese. · 

One: potential progrem, Gen­
eral Weyand reportedly said, is , 

, 'that Vung Tau is overflowing , 
with refugees who fled• from 
the north. · 

On the aid question, the Sen­
ate Armed Services Committee 
will begin consideration tomor­
row the request for military as­
sistance to Saigon. The· Interna­
tional Relations Committee of 
the. House of Representatives 

1
, plans to take . up the request 

1
\ for $250-million in .humani:tarian 
, and economic assistance and au-

\ 
thori ty to use troops for. an 
evacuation. · 

Philip C. Habib, an Assistant 
Secretary of State; 'told the 
House committee· today that the 
$150-million the ·panei is con­
siderina for humanitarian relief 
would be ,inad~quate ... 

Monr6e Leigh, the State De• 
partment's legal adviser, told 
the committee that it would be 
difficult to fashion restraints 

' a <>ai:1st the use of troops sim:e 1 

i{' was "virtually impossibl? to I 
foresee al! cotiting~ncies." 

One group of .committee, 
members prefers leaYing exist­
ing laws mtact, in effect pre-1 
\ enting the use of troops -to 
evacuate Vietnamese. Anoth~r 
segment believes that the use 

-1 of troops shauld be permitted 
· vifrh few, if any, restrictions. 
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· Politics Frustrates MIA S,ta,lc;h Teams · 
• I 

By ARNOLD Al'i\l~S 

Camp Samae San, Thailand. 
As Communist forces perch on 

the threshold. of victory ln Indo-
! • china, a few ,American. officers, 
, wait here wondering whether they 
I · wlll ever fullill their last mission: · 

det~rmlning what happened to 
colleagues who never returned. 
. There were many such men, ' 

and they ·have been reduced to 
, • grim acro11yms; Of the, approxi• · 
1· niately •6,000·: U.S .. 'servi_cemen · , 

'losUn·lndochiria; some 1,400 •~ i 
classlfied-KIA-BNR (killed In ac-. , 

1 tlon, body not z:ecovered) and L 
more than 900 remain MIA (miss- · 
ing In action). · ·· . , 

There is little reason to believe 
any of the . mlssipg Americans . 
-mostly airmen-are still alive.· 
But· for more than two years· a · 1· 
group of ·their military compa- i 
trlots, members of a Thailand- I· 
based Uilit called the Joint Casual· 
ty R~lutlon Center, have been . · 
trrl.ng · to 'resolve unanswered 
cjliestions about 'their dliiappear­
,ance. Like inos.t aspects of ·the In~ . · 

. dochina · conflict, ' such questions ' 
cannot 'be . 8118l\'.eted quickly . or 

, clearly; hi 'fact, they may never ; 
be answered at all. , · .. . ,' . . 

···· ;·•·The _search 'has• been. severely 
. ~inpe~ ,.by the loglsticai diffi­

culties of reaching the missing 
men's last known positions, large-

, ly scattered, about Insecure com• 
,, bat ar~ ~n~ bombing,tar~ets_ in, ·I 
. North Vietnam.. · •. , . , , , , 

But, even,more important, the • 
quest for clues bas been thwarted. ' 
by political Issues that have made ! 
, the men who. never returned mere · 
pa~s in a propa~anda cootesl , ; 

, . Those men have• been used by , 
the North Vietnamese; who with- I 

· beliLilllormatlon about them to : 
force ,curtailment, of the supply 1

: 

flow fr:om W,a$ingtim to Saigon ; 
_;,,_;, flow, tliat . the Communists : 
, viewed, witli-considerable justifi- ; 
cation, as encouraging South Viet- · 
nameae violations of the 1973 ·, 
Paris peace agreements.· Those· 
men also have been used by Wash­
ington, with equal justification, as 
evidence of intransigence and 'in• 
humanity on the part of the North 
Vietnamese; who were committed 
by the 197.·3 accords to aSllist 
American search and recovery ef-

. forts_ .. ___ .. -~-~-~·~ 

The result bas been a bitter 1 

standoff, with JCRC efforts 
. , brQugb~ last fa!I to, a .vir.tual halt 
· through . la cit , of . saf!,! ~cce~ ,to 
'1 · · their. missing colleagues'.' known 1 

or suspected crash 'sites,. . · · . · 
1 Not since No.vember, has. an i 

American search .team ventured . , 
Into the field, and now nobody -can 
even ,venture a guess ·when:-or ~ 
-another ~overy operation will . : 
be mounted. · . . . · 

.'.'We. have not accomplished 
' much thus far," says _a_JCRC 
1 spokesman, noting . that the re­

.mains of only 40 servicemen have 

: . been . reco~~red , and , identified, 
· "But this cannot be blamed .on' 

lack of, wql o,r•e~per;tlsf We si~- ' 
: ply liave not had access ~ most 
sites, and there is no point in sac­
rificing the living for. the dead." • 

· So the. unit sits tight· at C:amp 
Samae San, adjacent to th,e giant 
Utapa9 Air, Base. he!ow Bangko~ 
Here some 100 officers -and as;. 

. sorted civilian personnel maintain 
· computerized: files, analyze avail- · 

able information and, in the case 
~f four operations teams, train for 
the day when field .work will re,, 
sume. ' 

. . .· "We know. that we may. be. 
·· stuck here, unable to do much 

·, ·more," says Maj. Robert Wielatz, 
: .a former B-52 pilot who is the 

JCRC air operations officer.· "But 
· we are pros, and we act on the as­
, sumption that someday we'll be• 

[ go_ing back out into the field." · - , · 

~

. : There is .another ·motivating 
factor: Major. Wielati a~d m~.t 

.. other JCRC personnel have exten-
1 ,sive Indochina combat· experi-' 

ence. . ... 
"It could have been me miss­

ing out there," he 'says. ''And If · 
· that were the case, I would want 

someone. like ,me at .this ·end.;..a 
pro who ls dojng, eyerythillg, jle 

, . c:a1,1to help." , · · . . .. . . · 
· Only one thing seems ~: 

' the pros' efforts tq answer ques-

\ 

tions , about the missing in lndo-
.. china will c.ontinue~as have ,siin~ . 
. ilar efforts for World .War. II and;•· 

1 · Kc;,rean war casualties, For fami~ 
J lies ~ho can do little more ~an, 

· \ ,wait, that ls not much consolation, 
_ , but it is the bestanyon~ can offer:', . 

Arnold Abrams is managing 
editor of Asia Magazine .. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

Washington. phere • of ,feverish anxiety ' 
The great question ·18 why 

I 

close to despair, .Congress has . · 
every reason to ·consider safe-

WAsHINGTON I;'OST 
16 APRIL 1975 . American intelligence was so , "''ards put ,around authoriza• 

poor that with the swift train .. - Am ' DaJ St mied ' 
of events in Vietnam a hastily tion to. deploy erica,n Y. · Y , , . 
Im rovised- Dunkirk must be troops who. would bold.an ~t. . TOKYci' ~ World Airw,ays 

p channel. " . ' · ' President Ed' ,Daly, twp. of put •t?gether to rescue s,oio . :'. . 'nle wary. on Capitol Hill , · whose planes were f,~Fed to 
Amencans and up to,i

5o,o O • geetbefollowingperil:.. ' leave Saigon •empty. y~s\e:•' ~:o:::i~!°~~i~~=t · ~ive ~ousanct:ma~ines'are, · day morning, asked'· Pi:esi-
' wishful thinking, the illusion ~rhfted. ~to. the Saigon re- dent Ford· to cut red tape 

that the Thieu regime could . · · g1on. By_ this time, if the w~rst and help ,people escape from 
bold even after tile collapse of comes, infuriated South Viet- . Saigon. , . · · .. . . . 

vltl namese take , revenge on , ''Get some of your gutless , 
the 'northern pro ces, pre,, Americans for what they cons I military personnel and, State 
vailed ,thro_ughout- the .Fo

rd 
sider betrayal. This will com- Department types out. Get 

adn,y,nlstratl~I!· . . . pound the' ttireat cif advancing some ioyal and dedicated 
The offic~ Justiflcatl~n Is Communist troops. . men in .who· can make a con-

that evacuating Amenc.ans The marines suffer sub- tributfon," h~ ~aid. ,' 
would have ~ig~ered the eDd - stantial casualties .. The r,,ooo 'ria1y,'cllarge't1'lt11at a U.S. 
of any _stablhty m Saigon. But are not enough.· An~ther con~ 1 • air attache in .Saigon told 
_that_w1ll not do,.and O!Je may 'tingent is sent in. A large na- South Vietnamese officials 
a_sk,. where were all those con: val complement, incli~ng ~-· to shoot 'dowt1 one of .his 

i tmgency plans that are a_by• craft,c;arrleri;, i~ rl!il~Y tcq~lve pla11es if ,it left ,:amonnhut 
( 1>roduct !)f the Pentagon mills. '·support. .This is another. war .. airpor.t: Tlie• planes -:,vere to 
! · The' rescue .operation, .is . ,With,.,emotioll!l deeply sbrred · 1 h!lve carried:oryh~s .t~ ,T~ 
It· being projected ip an, atmos-:1> ,, at • the sight 'of detenseless :, kyo; Daly, saiq.~r-' , .. ' ·. , · . ; 
~-~.,:\:.:'.! . ....:..,• 7 '"'· · . ·Americans,,·being sho("1tnd, '\. ' .. ,''. ,1',,,,,,, •• _, •':· ••. , • 

'·kmed. 1 
• • • . • • • ··; •· , • :wASHlNGTON POST,

1 
,, /' 

' . The res~ue operation, pro- ·~< 6 .. APfU~L975 .: .. 
jected, by a high official yes- ~ / 7 ? f' ~,,R. · 

" 'terday, was made to sound . acuatio '°P1an's -:f-f' 
. like 11notber Dunkirk. To see it SAIGON-Britons. In, Sal-• 

in the same, terms even . r!!", gon have ., been adyised . to. 
: motely'is,evl£1ence.once,again leave,vietnam if their.work, 
\' ·of the .delusion lie!'5isting ~or there is not e~sentia~, and . 
!· •two decad~,,'.l'hat IS the belief Japan has told its natu_mals r ''thafWestern values and West- ' to \eave as ~OD~ as possible. 
· ·em modes of conduct are ~1.. About 95 Britons and 250 
. evant to a·corner oC·Southeast Japanese remain· in Viet-

Asia largely feudarand tribal , nam, ac1ording to the Brit-
iii origin. · · · · . ish Foreign Office. and the· 

Dunkirk was a heroic oper• Japanese ~mba~sy in Saigon. 
atJon put together. with every . . Meanw1tile, . · 44 orp~a~s 
kind of volunteer craft to res~ · were fl()Wn to the P!ullp-. · 
cue 'close to ·340;000 ,British · pi~es aboard a, C-.141 '~ta'.­
troops stranded on the'beach• lifter, and Austraha said ·1t 
es across the F..nglish ~hanne( . , wijl fly. 77 o,r,!lans • .to ;Mel-
They were rescued 'aa the Na- bou:-ne on.Ft:1d/iY • : 

1 
, ! ,i 

%Is swept western Europe so;,'------..... --+----, 
that back in Britain they collld ~ Many have bell~ved ii) 
fight anotber day~ It was a su- · the .. assurances . , that 'have 
perb illustrat!on. of, Brt~ C91J!e from Washington. and 
resolution, ,with .Churchill s .;. , the :Th.ie11 regime. They; stand 

, · clarion call at the lowest 'polilt ,.. to Jose everything,, including 
In the war as inspiration. . their· lives and the lives of 

Many' dark . 'uncertaJi:IUes,: .. their fainllles, ll th~y ~·. l!Ot 
hover over the Vietnam·pr~ · ·,.· ~toaafety.· • .. , .~:;. 
ject. In. the, chaOJJ of break·, , . , . . . . . , 
d0WD'how could 100,000 Viet- · ; But a great deal of h!ttd 
namese , loy!ll to President, . ', :~g must go into .their 
Nguyen V~ Thieu a~d the , plight.if there Is to be such an 
American ·cause be sorted out' ·operation. Consider the condi-
of the mass and rescued? And tion' of 100,000 ,Vietnamese, , 
once brought out, what would .. , , Jew, Qf. theni speaking English; · 
be their fate?. . . . · . . · . ;, J ! set dowp: ill ~erlcan .· com-

The :·anonymous · official'. ,c' • mimltles where, as in Califor­
sald a-' substantial •.number· · nia; the Jobless @Ce is close to 
would be brought tel the Ullit- 10per cent. ' . · 
ed,States .. Other.~µntries, be/''' .. -.. :.:, ' ., ! ,' _' 1 ' 

. said; woulct1be ,aske_cl_ to.,~e . . - 'J.'.he, hope, .a frail hope, Is 
·. 'some., •Thls~ .. conven,ently 1gs that · a SaJgon: area 'd&Jense 
· nores the· unemployment . 'may"hoJd until a pollticaf solu-
. widespread throughout the In•• · , ' tion~ can .. be . achieved. That 
· .· dustriallzed world. ·· . . · mipt ~• J~catiori to vote 

A large number, of South for. ~ $722 million in mill-' · · 
Vietnamese face death or im- · tary aif erl!JI though it 18, ~~ . , 

• .. prlsonment tp a (ioinmunis~; m9nstrably not an act~·• 
, takeover, U they are not res,. and could well be too la~ :h, 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

/( 
,&< 

~ '-~ M~ 
[t!J@ W$ rtl&fl&!Jl$& 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 1 

MARINES SWOOP INTO BESIEGED PHNOM PENH, EVACUATE CIVILIANS 
Release No. BAM-111-75 
Tel: OX-4-4309 

WASHINGTON, D. C., April 17, 1975 (USM:) -- A ground combat 

force of U.S. Marine infantrymen and two squadrons of Marine 

helicopters, launched from u.s. seventh Fleet carrfers steaming 

in the Gulf of Siam, teamed up Saturday (April 12) to evacuate 

nearly 300 Americans and foreign nationals from the embattled 

capital of Cambodia •. 

The rapid evacuation from Phnom Penh was termed an impressive 

success because of surprise and good planning, along with "teamwork 

and coordination under rather difficult circumstances" by Adm. Noel 

Gayler, commander of U.S. Pacific forces, 9- news dispatch from 

Camp Smith, Hawaii, reported. 

Code-named "Operation Eagle Pull," Marine riflemen, under the 

command of Col. s. H. Batchelder Jr., were lifted in Marine 

helicopters from the USS Okinawa to a soccer field near the American 

Embassy during the early morning hours. The choppers were escorted 

to· the improvised landing zone by aircraft of the u.s. Seventh 

Air Force. Marine CH-53 Sea_ Stallions, flying from the USS Hancock, 

__ later gave support to the ground and air elements of the Marine 
t:.= 

Amphibious Unit which conducted the evacuation. 

- more -

DECLASSIFIED 



• 

DECLASSIFIED 

2-2-2-2-2 

As the troop-carrying choppers landed, the combat,equipped 

Marines charged out of them, immediately ringing the LZ with a 

defensive perimeter. No shots were fired during the more than 

two hours the Marines manned the lines. 

As the last civilians to be evacuated were leaving, a Marine 

security guard permanently assigned to the American embassy hauled 

down the U.S. flag before boarding a chopper. 

No incidents marred the swift evacuation. However, three 

rounds of high caliber enemy fire exploded in the LZ as the last 

Marine chopper launched. There were rio casualties and none of 

the aircraft received damage. 

- USM: -
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:Life in.Danang! 
Baid B~¢ollliiig] 

l 
,No~fnafAgain: 

· • . , ... · : , r · ~ "1'. f 

i Danang Rl!dio-whffifuel 
r announcers were changed 

but technical staff stayed op. :; 

.· · Bf Colin McIntyre - 1 -,-ordered all gov,erninent 
officials ~nd ;oldiers fo re- [ 
port to the control commit- i 
t~e h~idqu:ariers, wher·e ' 
they h~a" to d~s~li:>se ex~ctly j 

Reuter-~ 
SAIGON, April 16---Life is ----~--­

! returnfog;,tQ normal in Com• , 
; munist-controlled D~nang,' ; 

I 

~- {\sked how he was al>le tci \ 
leave thl) northern port city,! 
once a huge U.S. military ' , South Vi~tnam's :secqrid \ 

largest city,' acc9rdihg to a , 
South Vietnamel!'e .:business­

: man who spent pine_ days 
· there recently: 

Schools have reopened, 
, restaurants and cafes are 
, full and there is just abput 
· enough foo'd to go around, 
he said. Theaters haye also 
opened again and are, show- ,: 
ing North Vietnamese films 
with titles·such B!l "The R.ev- ; 

I ered Flag" and "Battlefield ' 
in Quangduc:" I 

' I 

North Vietnamese cur-•\ 
rency is being· used along•>\ 
side the South Vietnamese 1 

piaster and already · com-· ' 
mands an inflated black 
market rate as 'pt:!ople hedge· 
against a future . currency 
change, the b1fsinessrilarr : 
said. Many shopkeeper~ are,: 

· reluctant to sell their stock ' 
· for the same reason. · i 
· As far -as he knows, there '. 
' have been no massacres of ' 
' South Vietnamese soldiers, 
' civil servants , or refugees, 
. contrary to an almost uni-

versal belief in Saigon that 
this would inevitably follow 
any Communist takeover. 

This rare glimpse of Hfe 
i "on, the other side'' . came 
i Jrom a middle-aged ' busi­
nessman who arrived · in 

I Danang 'on March 29; the ' 
day the city fell to the Com- i 

, munists, and left on April 8. , 
·, · He said he was' politically ·i 
, neutral ,and agreed to .talk l 
' to two foreign correspond-

ents only after some persua­
. sion-and on the strict un­

derstanding that his name 
would not be_ used. 

· air base, he ,said)the _C,o.m·':1 
i:nunist authorities ~were 'al-· 
lowing free movement . for 
people carrying the neces­
·sary identity documents and 
were telling people, "You 

· can eve'n ;go _ to Saigon, but 
we'll •be there soon." 

He said he told· the new 
-authorities he waif i-eti,irning .• 
to his honietciw11 of 

' Quangngai, south of · Dan-. 
ang. But once· aooard a i 
south-bound fishing boat, he· 
traveled down to Nhatrang 
on the central coast and· 
from there to Saigon. 

The businessman said he . 
originally ieft. Quangngai in ' 
a huge refugee column that 

: pulled out behind departing 
1 government -tr9ops. Along 1 

: the way; he became sepa-
• rated from his family. Re­
turning to Quangngai, he 
found his hometown,in com-

, plete civil di_sorder, with the 
, Communist troops unable to 

exert control 1because they 
i were under strict orders not ;-; 
, to fire on civilians. 1 •• 

He then went to Danang 
to search. fot ' his family, 
where ·he . found the city 1· · 

swollen to twice its normal 1 

population of 500,000 by ref- / i 
ugees., '. · 1' 

After he was ·there a few ! 
days, however,. he said he. 
noticed that the ',refugees· 

, were ;graduall:( bei11g re:·. 
turn~d, · by .-bus, to .their 

· homes .. ·, 

, what they. had h.een d?ing j 
under. the · ~aigon . govern• ) 

' ment. Tl:ley were then_ is- i 
sued identity documents. .. • 
- For~er local. admin,istra-

1 

, tion officials •were asked to 
7 Lo~ted.tic; ~sbelngs~ld 7 'continue working-for two 
.. for 1,00o' piasters '(abouf ' cans of rice a day in iie.u1 of 
$1.30) for 220 pounds. Smalt pay. But as of April li, city 
motorbikes aban.dqned, ·'at,. offices were still closed and 
the docks by, -panic-iitricken"' ·\ ' Danang was being run on a 
evacue~lJ_Wet'i.going for,j\tst 

1 
\ d;iy-to~day basis by worker's., 

, 5,000 piasteFS (about- $7}: , 1 1 committees assigned to each 
Communist g~errillas· ia, • . 1 I .diStrict. ,;,; 

. trolling the dty did not in- ' 1 As the situation gradually 
tervene at first, he said, but returned: 'to, something_ ap-.t-
on March 30 and 31 about 10 'proaching normality, a. 10 
looters were· shoti and sev: p.m. curfew was announced! 
eral others. were seen being , and outdoor theaters in sev- · 
led away with h~nds bound. eral parts of town sh'owed· a 

· One of the first actions of film of the 1973 May Day 
the new authorities was to rally.in Hanoi. . \ . 
announce the establishment Two large rallies1 were 

- of a ·"co!bmittee of military ttern·rn Danang's sports sta-
:, control in Danartg" dedi- diuin-one volimtary for the 

general public and th~ other 
compulsory for workers' 
committees and Communist , 

"cated . to "independ-ertce; de­
moS!racy, pe~c;-~d neutr~l- . 
ity·, ... 

Its first publi,shed circular 
declared: '.'To · insure order 
and Security in the city and , 
the lives and welfare of all 
classes of people, and to _re­
store normal activity in it, 

~we are organizing a commits 
tee of military control of the 
'city of Danang." 

officers. Other meetings 

!
,. ·were· organized at the. dls•, 

trict level. r· 
The schools were ordered ; 

l
' to re'.open and to continue' 

as ·before until new orders 
were drawn up .. Textbooks 

I 
considered .particularly anti­
revolutionary were dis­
carded. 

As far as the mood of the 
: people was concerned, the 

The nine-member commit: 
Iri n·anang,there was loot-- tee that was- named,. was 

ing of. governinent . and pri-

businessman said it was a 
mixtui:e .of enormous relief i 
that the/fighting was over' 
and very real anxiety over \ 
what the_ future might hold. 

1

, 

vate warenot1ses, while some· headeil by Ho Nghin, alia's 
enterprising townsfolk did a i.' Ho -Huu Phuoc, who was 
brisk business selling· a ban-. • identified as a member of 
doned motorcycles, bicycles . th~_ 'Central poµunittee of 
and other property. · ,h -

· , · .. th~:~~ation?l Libera1li~a 
L Fr.'.:, • 
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"Of. course, they' are wor­
ried," he said, "worried . 
about economic hardship, a; 
changed lifestyle and politi- f 

L J cal restrictions. At the mo­
ment, however, they are just 
glad to ·be out of the war." 
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Airlif ting-,,¾Jl~ies, 
Ordered '$uspended 

I 
By Bill Richards and Eliza'Qeth Becker 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

Federal immigration offi- . Meanwhile, officials from 
· 1 yesterday ordered an ·the Distr.ict and. Maryland ! 

cia 
5 

said that without court doc- ' 
immediate, temporary halt uments relinquishing the 
to the "pperation Babylift" rights and responsi·bilities of 
bringing Vietnamese and the parents of the Cambo­
Cambodiari children to the dian children, they wo~ldn't 
United States. be considered adoptable in 

The officials cited their jurisdictions. 
"irregularities" and • legal In Virginia a child be­
questions arising ~rom the comes adoptable either 
transfer of the children, (n through the consent of the 
cluc;ling 28 from Cambodia . parents or "a pretty strong 
who arrived in the Washmg- showing that the consent is 

. ton area Monday. . being withheld contrary to j 
Although private adoptton . the best interests. of the ·I 

agencies began placing child,'.' accor.ding tp Fairfax 
1 

those Cambodian children •County Juvenile Court j 
in temporary foster homes Judge Richard J. Jamborsky 1' 

1esterday, Immigration an~ Jr. · 
Naturalization Service off1- "Parents must have their 1 

cials said they were not~fy- rights and responsibilities 
ing government adoption terminated in the . circuit 
agencies throughout the . court," said Barbara Hawk 
metropolitan area that ~e • of the Maryland Depart­
youngsters' adoptive status ment of Juvenile Services. 
!is cloudy. "The question of the Cambo-

"We're going to launch a dian children is very compli­
full investigation to deter- cated. I honestly don't know 
mine what these childrens' the answer for them, and 
backgrounds are and ~ow maybe nobody knows." Ju­
they got into the Umted risdiction for whether child­
States," said James Green, ren c1n be legally adopted 
deputy commissioner 9f the is up to the state govern- L 

U.S. Immigration and Natu- ments. · 
, ralization Service. "We're · Among the irregularities 

. -_-going to make certain, there cited by officials for the sus­
isn't any quick adoption of pension of the flights are 
these children before we 
know who they are." 

DECLASSIFIED 
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questions about "the authen- ' 
. ticity of . many '9f the chil-· 

ren · were identified :for the language of Cambodia, ; 
adoption and who, brought is spoken .. 
them out of Cambodia. "As Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman 
far as' we know," he· i;aid, (D-N.Y.), ·a member of the ' drens'. ·orphan ' stat:us. ·'!'here 

have also been reports t{lat 
; some high Vietnamese· offi­
; cials paid bribes to get their 
: children out of the country 

·; • and that children- leaving 
I Cambodia were promised a 
·U.S. education for · gett!ng 
onto the plane. 

Officials froin Immigra­
tion and the Agency fcir Jn­
ternatiorial Development 

\ said yesterday that it ap-
1 • pears the 28 children here do . 
' not have anv • docµments 
: authorizing their adoption 
\ by parents or .guardians: 
. One of the maJor prob­
r lems, said Green, is trying 
, Jo _determine how the child• 

"th~re was no one in author~ House subcommittee on im-
ity on. the plane when they . . 

. · _ .. migration, . questioned' ,offi-took off.". , 
The flight was under the cials froni both immigration 

direction of AID;. but offi. 'and · Ad:f yesterday. about 
cials of that agency.said yes- the children's status. · · 
terday that they were still. She said sh~ had request­
not ciear about the circum- ed immigration officials to 
stances- under : which the photograph all the children 
children left Phnom · ·Penh to insure that they i;o\lld be_ 
Aprii 9. easily found ·if they _do not 

"Our· information, which qualify for adoption .. ''If th~_Y 
1 was ·cabled' out· of · Phnom have parents, and there 1s \ 

Penh the day after they left, a question about. whether • 
.was·that their pare11ts were anyone gave permission, for , 
· all dead," said:Arthur Gard- . adoption,'' she sai~, "they'li j ; 
· ner, head of AI-D's East A,sia · · have to· be returned." 
bureau. Unlilce children from Viet-

Gardner said tha~ AID of 'nam who w~re officially des­
ficials were trying · to con- . ignatecf orphans before they 
tact members of U~e- U.S. left _Saigon and who had 
embassy in Cambodia .who ' . American · parents : already 

,-.fled- from the country l~_st . assigned· for them: _the 28 , 
, Saturday and·, a~e now m . : Cambodian- children_ here; \ 

Bangkok. He said _a cab_Je arriy~d without release sta_te-• j 
t. _fro_ m - the_ C~mbo~1a_11: em_· men ts._ from their parents, . ·\ 

bassy before it f.ell indicated_ . d" . t a . Immigra-
th h 'ld had all been accor mg o n . . 

e <; 1 r~n - - · tion Service spokesman. screened by U.S. _and Cam· . ;. . .
1 

· I 
bodian officiafs. . ·•· The V1etnan:iese chi dren f 
· The 28 children yesterday had parents ass1g~ed to them , 

, afterrioon left their tempo- who were responsible fo: the 1 
rary , dormitory . that had children when they'. arrived. . 
been set up for them by the • No p_arents had been c_hosen · 1 

Red Cross at the Leesburg' · for the Cambodian children I Presbyterian Church1in Lou- becaus7 they_ were n9t ?f• 
doun County. They . held ficial orphan~ and ~herefore 
han4s with adopti?n·,agency . _ th~y coulfnot be-g1ven-0 an;}': 

j ·personnel and then, new fos- thmg but a _tem~orary per 
1• ter parent_s. They waved apd mit, to __ stay m this· country, 

lauglled for a crowd, -of--re~ • according · to Jhe spokes­
porters and· tel_evisio~_ crews_ - man: 

. gathered in the, parkmg lot Immigration offi7ials sa~d , 
1 and playground of ' the the number of children m 

church... . ., .. .- the Uniteci· -.States • on an 
Red Cross officials said emergency status for adop-

l they were ail ·1n fairly good tion is nearly up to the 
1 -health and had been eating 2,000-child limit authorized 
i a diet,of rice and_ soy sauce by the. U.S .. Attorney Gen- j 
l prepared.to make.therrFfeel . eraL Tliey said they would -

1 : -at ·home: AcCcirtling ·tcn;ome -- not -i'equesca·,hig1ier ce1lihif' 
federal officials, none of the until. questions about the 

' children was being placed in children already here are 
foster homes where Khmer, !!leared up. 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 

\ 



• 
DECLASSIFIED 

f[?Jrd Insists 
~ lt.') .. A~ Cut 

{7fJ~7.> , .. 
Lost · ietnam, 

By Carroll Kilpatrick 
_ Washington Po,;t Staff Writer 

PresJdent Ford yesterday 
refused to ·blame P.-~king 
and Moscow for the debacle 
in Viemam and asserted 

,that if the United States had 
maintained · its aid commit­
ment, "this whole tragedy ' 
could have been .~Uminat- ' 
ed." 

The President made his 
comment in a question-and­
answer session at a lun,ch­
eon meeting of the Ameri­
can Society'• !)f Newspap.~r· 
Editors here. 

He disclosed formally for 
· the first time that he had,or­
, dered an evacuation of "all 
: nonessential U.S. personnel 
: in South Vietnam" and said 
i that "we are phasing down 
· on a daily basis such U.S. 

I
. p.~.rsonnel who have no re-
sponsibilities." · 

I He refused to give any fig. 
! ures on the number being 
withdrawn. 

If the United States had 
agreed to make available 
"reasonable sums" for mili-. •' 

I 
tary and economic aid to 
South Vi~.tnam over the 
next three years, it could 
"have met any military chal-
lenges," the Pr~sident main-
tained. ' 

The amount of aid re­
quired would have been 
"jtlst a relatiw;}ly small addi- ; 
tional commitment" ·coni- 1· 
pared to the $150 billion the 
nation spent in Vietnam in 
the last decade, he argued. 

Since the United States 
. did not provide the addi-
. tional . assistance, . "we are 

faced with this human trag­
edy," Mr. Ford said. "It just 
makes me sick every day I 
hear aJbout it, read about J 

and see it." 
The President's· strong 

words came at the ·same 
time that he pledged cooper- ' 
ation with Congress on for­
eign policy · and predicted 
that he and the legislators 
could· cooperate in continu-

i ing "a successful foreign 
I policy." 

Asked if the Chinese and 

-"-'~---------.:.-::.· _ .. -_ •? e-✓-• =,---,-,-----.:::: f Russian. supplies .to H?noi,< · - · "The situation is going· to7 
: were not in violation of .the "· pt 'Yorse, not better, unless , 
'1 · spirit ol' detente, M,r. Ford : ·r we fmd a way to develop a11 1 . said: "I don't think. we cat1 domestic sources includfng , 

blame the Soviet Union and 1 • the o?-ter continent11l shelf," 1 
the People's Republic o( 1 he _said. . , ,· . : 
China in this case. If we had · Only last year, he said, do- : 
done with our· allies what · '\ . .._.mestic oil production '.was at: 

1 we promised, I think this : therate of roughly ·10 mil- ! 
. whole: tragedy could have lion; barrels ·a day and im- : 

been!eliminated. . · . 
1 

ports . averaged 6 inillion : 
"I·. am absolutely con-. ·barrels a day. 

vinced if Congress made 1 
• But now domestic produc- ) 

available $722 millio·n in mil-.< hon.has decreased to about • 
itary assistance by 'the time ' '9 million barrels ·a day and 

· I mact·e~or sometime short: ' ; imports have increased to 7 
·Qy thereafter .: .. : the Soiith_ 1. , million barrels a day, he 
Vietn.arilese could stabilize '. said. \ ; . 
the military situation in ,Viet.-· 
nam· today." .\ 

·, The· President. has st.rug- j 

· ·gled for months to persuade· 
Congres~ to provide addi­
tional assistan·ce ... to'Vietnam 

· and Cambodia and last week 
requeste~ $722 million in as~ 
sistance for Vietnam. · · 

Mr. Ford. said that this • 
country is not now ·ih direct ' 

, negotiations with Hanoi to 
seek a cease-fire in Vietnam. 

1 He said , he did not bellieve I 
that deposed Cambodian : 
chief ,of state Prince Siha- '. 
nouk was in a position- to ne- , 
gotiate a Cambodian settle-· 
ment. ~ 

. . Sihanouk i; in Pekhufbut 
·t ·· ·his fofluence with the 
1 Khmer R_ouge, the Commu- i 
,· :nisUed insurgents in Carn- i 
1 bodia, is not regarded as sig-• , 

nificant. · .. , 
TJie United States will do \ 

what it can. to bring about a· 
. Cambodi•an cease-fire, Mr. 

Ford·said, adding that he is 
working through the signa- , 
tories of the Paris accord of' , 
1973 to bring about a cease­
fire in South Vietnam. / 

On domestic issues, the 
' President · told .the editors 
j that the nation must. make a 
, _ •~two-pronged" attack on: in'. r 

,

1

- flag.on and rece'Ssion. _ j 
'!I don't think you can ig- I 

1 nore · one and -0verempha- '. 
\ .:size the other,'' he said. f 
1 The President said he was -, 
i '.'very con,cerned" about the 1. 

.~ "dangerous tl'.ends of our 
grow,ing dependence an¢ , 
worsening dependence on 

. overseas shipments of oil." 
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By Spencer Rich and 
Richard L. Lyons• 

'IV &:/lilmr,:Oll PNt S!~_ff W r!t.e, 

;The Ford administratirm 
yesterday criticized a pro­
posed $200 miJlion emer­
gency aid fund for Vietnam 
as·inadequate, but Um s,m­
ate Foreign Relations Com· 

· niittee balked at approVing 
even that amount until with­
drawal of U.S. rmtionah 
from-Vietnam is speeded up. 

The- _dispute plunged the 
President and Congress into 
deeper conflict over Viet­
nam and made it unlikely 
that Mr. Ford's rcqu!:!sts can 

1:ie ciearcd through both 
r.-harnbers b3,,~ Saturdayr as he~ 
had lirf;Clltly sought. 

Thr: l)rcsidifrnt"s 1n..1sition, 
was cll<idosed by Sen. Clif­
.ford I\ Case {H-1~-~T.) nnU 
other s2nator~ ,a::; thi:' Fn1·-~ 
eign R.e!atio-ns ConamHtce 
met to continue worl~ o·n its 
$200 million "eontingeMy 
famd," which received tcnta­
th;c ccmmitt.cci appro\"al 
Tuesday. "The President 
doesn't look upon it with fa. 
vor," said Sen. Jacob K. Jav­
its (R•N.Y.), \i;hu wanted to 
give the bill final approval 
anyhow. 

u.s·. citiZQ11S ·t;'ht) might ,.; 
come under :fire, ilnd Sen. · 

Hube1·t-H:- -7Ju mphrey ' (D-_' 
1\iiririJ said thc:-e ,~;~r~ ~e.tU. 
ally 4,100 Americans still -in · · 
Sc11th Vietnam. Menihei-s 
had been. informed -Tuesdav · 
that the figurr \\'cl~ several . 
hundred lower. Thev said 
yesterda~• that they ,vant • i. 
full report plus a ~chcdui.: 

, c:f planned withdrawals. 
Sen. Dick Clark (D-Towa) 

:mi_cl; "We're Y!.Wy disap­
pointed m the cvachation. 
(Ambassador Graham) i\Ia:·­
tin is :stiU dragging .his 

_.feet/' _ _____ -· -~ 

Assistant Secretary of 
State· PhiUp 'C. I-Iabib tn1d 
the House CommUteP. on rn­
iE·rnatio:na1 ft!!Jntions · that 
the $201J r1iiHion :figure iS 
slmply "nnt adequate" co.m­
_parcd •with :::! r, Fnr.fl';-; r(.> 
(ftiBSt for $722 .rnill"ion in 
emergency weapons aid and 
S2a0 million ;:is a first in• 
~tallme.nt C!E humanitarian 
and Cl'onomic aid to South 
Vit:tn.am. 

Angry over -reported de• 
lays on evacuation of Ameri­
cans, the Senate rummittee 
1·efused to take final action 
either on the $200 million or 

Oll a reli!ted resolution call­
Ing .fOt ·an ,-0peJii11g of peace 
trfrks ilnd. Ciforts to -en~our­
ng~ 1-ie112ments )u -soUth 'llict­
n;i,rii who are desirous of 
seeking a political s~ttle• 
ment.n 

(::r-uHr1Lrin John Sriarkrn8.n 
(D-Ala.) said, "We have not 
?·et received the information 
w0 requested. nor the asrnr• 
~i.nces' an_ ~~dequate plan is in 
effort th,,t \Vcuid get them 
out." 

Sen. Charles. H Perry m: -­
lll.) said. the committee had 
been "misinformed" nbout 
the pace of withdrawal o.f 

'.l'l1c $enators feat that H a 
sizable number o! Am~ri­
cans remained, a major U.S. 
force wouldlia~;e th g(lilt to 
savethemtiJH:iouth~Vietnnm; 
·b<11-rci

1n -to (!i\Jri1hle; Jd.ndlfii)t)> 
whoie mwi ·U;$. 0partiriPa• . 

: ti(Hlinthe\vru\ .':Pf,:::· . 
'l'ii'.~, bUl lhetor~ th:e{~oin- ··• 

mitt~~;:· \vhuil( $park1iiat1 , 

.Jt:!( t{~, :rt;ttl~~~~:; 
· tho~1?.t?ScCI' Jl.',,Ofa-$200 , 
millio'n~con . •y;Jund:ito ·· 

. be usbd by rit. Ford : 

.. :.-r '" 'i: 
QJ~~~~\. 
'"1ce?o\l t .. 

ro':'ide, · 

;,~f~lf 1~~~1ii1f 
. ; of-theriV'.1e . <:st\;,; ls co11-

. i~!i:Jif tute·~ .,. , ,::nit 
protectlng citlicns of I.he 
United' Sta•cs and their dfr. 
pendents wi1ile they 'ui:e be• 

_ ing w1(hdrawn.0_ _ ___ ___,-, c~J 
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Town Talien 
By Vietcong [ 

j 7~7S- . 
By PhiUp A. Mccombs 
Wash~ngton Post Foreign Service 

SAIGON, ,April "'Tii-The government's 
/ military position worsened Wednesday 
1 when a division of Communist troops 
i using tanks and ·artillery overran an{! 
I captured the provincial capital of Phan­
: rang 200 miles northeast of here on the 
! South China Sea. · 
1 [Government troops were pushed back 
. at two points near the provincial capital ·; i of Xuanloc, 40 miles to the east of Saigon, 
where heavy fighting has been going on 

I for more than a week, news agencies 
1 reported·. An armored brigade was sent. 
to reinforce the forces at Xuanloc. It 

; was taken awa;ir from, threatened Tay­
I ninh Pr,ovince. The northwest approach 
i to Saigon.] 

Military observers believe the loss of 
, Phanhang opens the :'way for a .similarly 
· strong Communist atttack on the coastal 

city of Phanthiet south of Phanrang. 
, After that, the way south along the 
: coast is dear of major government posi-
1 tions all the way to the port of Vungtau 
I southeast of Saigon. Any threat to Vung­
i tau would have strong psychological re­
' percussions among Saigon's population, 
· since the port is viewed by people here 1 as a major sea escape route in the event 
I of a Communist victory: . I 
j In Saigon, officials of the French embassy i 

have been meeting privately with political I 
· opponents of President Nguyen Van Thieu., 
. The meetings follow teports from Paris that j 

the French government is trying· to lay the 1 

groundwork for a political settlement here. · 
, Last week French President Valery Giscard I 

,_; d'Estaing · suggested to 'his Cabinet that 1 
\:- ' Thieu should leave office to promote such 

a settlement. . ; 
The opposition figures who have mef,with : 

the French include former head· of state, : 
Gen. Duong Van (Big) Minh, Thich Tri+­
Quang, 1leader of the anti-Thieu Buddhist ; 
faction,1 and the Buddhisf lay leader, Sen. 

, Vu Van Mau. 'l'he substarice of the discus-
j: sions h~s not 1:1'.een. disclosed. , 
L---, It is not clear. to. :what extent the French 

1 embassy may be coordinating its activities 
: with U.S. officials, who are reluctant in 
the present supercharged atmosphere to do 
anythin~ publicly that would appear to ( ! 
undevrome Thieu. · · i , 

Many officials and diplomats here, i:tt~ t..___, 
· eluding some ·Americans, are thought to be­

lieve that Thieu's exit is essential within 
the next two weeks if there is to be any 
clia~ce of ii political ·settlement. ·' : : 

"If you don't see any political change : \ 
here within the next. lo days to two week;s, 
th~ Com.lll_un_ists are likely -~o give UJ:l any .J 

/ .. 

) D . . . .... --- ··-, 
ideas t!hey may have of a po1itical settle- ; 

· ment and simply make a direct military : 
; . drive for Saigon/' said a well.placed ' 
i :®server. · _ 

1 ' 'A political settlement including Thieu's 
depa,rture, which various Communist lead­
ers have indi-cated they would:like, would 

1 presumably take place under the 1973 
~ ·P,aris cease-fire ag'reemel).t which contem­

plates the establisihment of a tripartite 
, government in the South made up of 

representatives from the Saigon and ·Com­
( ununist sides plus independent or "t:hird-

li furce"~ elements. t!hat fav,or neither sic;le. 
i · A Communist miµtary takeover of Sai­
l, gon appears inevitable in the absence of 
1 such a politi_cal settlement. A politic·al 
~ settlement might provide for the orderly. 
i w.ithd,rawal £Dom Saigon ·~f Americans a;d · 
I 
I 
I 

of Vietnamese who would ratl!er not live 
l!nder the Communists. ·'· 

Thieu has publicly vowed· he will stay 
in power and cqntinue to fight .the Com-

/,· muni:sts, who for. their part have ·made it· 
clear . that under :no circumstances will I 
they negotiate with him. Thus it appears 
.to observers here that Thieu's removal·; 

1 •from office - forcibly or othenvise - is '. 
: · essential if there is to ,be a political settle--, 
'i nient\ 
, [Duong Van Due, the son of General 

Duong Van Minh, !:laid in Paris' that liis 
: father's political bureau had· been in touch. 
1 with the Vietcong's Provisional Revolu­

tionary Gover)Jment and that negotiation 
was possible. Due said his father's pro- 1 

· ,gram called for the departure of President 
Thieu and formation of a government of 

' peace which could negotiate with the Viet­
. •cong ,government] 
i · Meanwhile, American civilians and . 

some offi'cials continued to leave Saigon. ; 
.. Estimates of the number of Americans · 

.still in South Vietnayn vary widely }'l'ith 
rsome sources putUng it below 4,0()0' and 
/ others as high as 6,000. -The embassy is 
, moving many of them out as quickly 'as 
: possible while continuing to deny that any 
! "evacuation" is under way. • 
f · An evacuation, iri the embassy parlance, 
, would be an immediate and full-scale re-, 
: moval of Americans from Saigon, includ- i 
·, ing most or all offictals. It is thought that I 
I such an evacuation would alinost certainly / 
I be opposed by South Vietnamese civilians ' 
1 and military, possibly by force. · ' 
' Preparatio'ns appear to be under way i I for such an evacuation, however. Helicop- ', 
, ters of the ·airline that serves the U.S. 
government here, Air America, have been 
seen circling the apartinent buildings in- . 
habited by U.S. personnel in ,downtown i 

)
. Saigon and other of. ficial U.S. buildings./ 

I,n at le~st two cases, helicopters made 
1 pr:wtice · landings· atop such btiildinRs;·-. 
and work is under way to strengthen the 
roofs of some builcfp:vg~ · __ ,,, 
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Phanfang Falls; 
1 

XuanlocDefenders iRetreat: 
._-::-:_-_- --- --L __ ---~- : ~--

. . By.Joseph P. Mastrangelo-Th~ Washington Post 

s_o_~~- Vi~~~ese gave ground in fighting around Xuanlo: and lost P~ran!. . ' , . . , 

- . c~trn~~) 
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~ partol the u-: •s. embassy's campaign 
' to get more Americans to leave, officials 
, said they were cutting off Post Exchange 
- privileges for retired American military 

personnel living in South Vietnam. There 
was no. report on how many perso'nl;l the 
action affected. 

At a meeting of retirees in a Saigon 
movie theater, Maj; Gen. Homer Smith 
urged the men 'and their families to leave 

: the cOJ\lltry, offering them;ftee air trans-
portation. ' · 

"I think ve'r/ seriously that yoti ." had' · 
better think ve:7 seriously about leaving 

',/ - - ' 

, South Vietnam. Never before haveyou · : 

\ 
had a better opportunity because never\: 
before have you been offered free trans- \, 
portation '\for you and your families." ·: 

1 The U.S. embassy has arranged. with·\ 
' the Vietn'amese government to expedite 

' ' 'the granting of ei,;it visas to Vietnamese 
. wives of American citizens, and sources 
. report that charter flights sponsored by 
, the embassy are expected to arrive here 
: soon to take people out. 

So far the government refuses to al­
i low Vietnamese citizens-with the excep­
. tions of wives of Americans and a very 
I few others-to leave the · country, ~nd 
', tbe tensions among tens of thousands 
, of persons 'here who would like to leave 
' but cannot, . contribute to Saigon's present 
I explosive atmosphere. 

The ·decisive Communist military vie­
, tory in Phanrang today indicates to mili-
, tary observers here that Communist forces , 
, continue to m_ove south in strength follow-
! ing their capture· of most of the northern 

-1 two-thirds~ of. South Vietnam during their 
: six-week-old offensive, 
i Phanrang was originally thought lost 
1 several weeks ago, but its virtual aban-

donment by the government was later 
seen to have been caused by panic and 
unpreparedness rather 'than by any strong 
Communist military thrust in the area. 

The government subsequently brought 
, large forces back into the area and 

l !ought . strongly, but those forces -wer~ .\ . 
· ·decisively defeated today, -according to 

unofficial reports. The government has 
not yet officially conceded the loss of 
Phanrang, where a major airbase' is ·10-

' cated. . ·--;--~~-~- · j 

; Saigon Units at X~anloc; 
Fa~l-Biack at r~o Points_; 

· . Froin News Dlsi:,atches \ 

h~~IGON, April 16-South Vietnamese 
troops gave ground Wedne,sday at the prq-

7 
vincial capital of Xuanloc east of Saigon 
as the heavy fighting there entered its I 
second week. ' 

Government forces were sltld to have 
'·--"l - ..... _, ,.,: .· -

pulled: back £;om a district towh' 10 miles 
northiest of Xuanloc, while Saigon units 
were driven from a ·key position seven, 
miles .to the west_ on the h~ghway leading 
to, Saigon. Xuanloc is 40 · miles e~st of . 
-~•aigon and is regarded as a key position·. 
in the capital's defense perimeter. 

To counter the Comm1,mist drive against · 
. X1.1an,loc, the ,government . W!!d,nesday 

I 
move_ d the 3d Armor~d Brigade 50 miles ,· 

I from:, Tayninh Province to the eastern 
' .____;_J -f1;ont. 

' .I 

Moving the brigade is, military analysts ' 
said, a "calculated gamble that could · go 
wrong for · the South Vietpamese. At its , 
previous position at Hieuthien. the brig-

' ade served· as a •blocking force on High~ 
way 1 as it runs to~ard Cambodia. from ' 

1 
Saigon. Shifting it east . of the capital ' 

· leaves a large >hole in Saigon's north­
western_ defense line, the analysts,said. 

The Sc!igon command said Wednesday 
that two A-7 fighter-bombers had been 
downed .by portable Soviet SA-7 missiles 
40 miles southwe!iit of the capital where , 
the Communists have :been trying to cu~ 

·· Saigon's highway link with the Mekong 
\. Delta. The SA-7s have not :been used so 

close Jo Saigon before. · 
T-he Associated Press reported from , 

Washington that the government is try­
ing to quickly reform 22,000 soldiers sal• 
vaged from the retreat. in the north into : 
a new Marine division and 25 army bat- · 
talions. . . ' , 

[. South Viet~am's nE!w premier, Nguyen_, 
, B:t Can, ap_pomted an .,American freelance , 
· jjhot,grapher, Wallace Driver, 59,, to be: 

,:LJ.is personal consultant on relatiens with I 
the foreign press. ' · ' 

.T 
I 

DECLASSIFIED 


	1201066103a
	1201066103b
	1201066103c
	1201066103d

