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DoD Morning News Briefing
Tuesday, March 25, 1975
(Maj. Gen. Sidle, DASD/PA)

Announcements:

1. On the Hill: There are several statements that you might be interested

in -- Fred Wacker, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Comptroller, who specializes
in Program and Budget, will appear before the Senate Appropriations Defense
Subcommittee about three of our reprogramming actions; Admiral Cramer, Director
of the Defense Mapping Agency, is in an open session of the House Armed
Services R&D Subcommittee; Admiral Weschler, Director of logistics, JCS, and
several other people will be talking to the House Armed Services Subcommittee
on Investigations. Their subject will be the transfer of certain naval
petroleum reserves to the Department of the Interior.

2. No speeches.

3. There was a question yesterday about the $8 million for additional rice
flights. We've posted this. Just to make sure you all got it, the Agency

for International Development has transferred $8 million from its commercial
import program to extend the DC-8 program for about thirty more days. You

may remember the original program was due to be over on the 27th of this month.
This is strictly for supplies to civilians. Shortly after the first of April we
expect to have six DC~8 aircraft flying this material in. The additional
airline involved is going to be Seaboard World Airlines which is head-

quartered in New York City and they will furnish one DC-8 and perhaps a

second one later.

Q: Now one of those DC-8s was flying ammunition from Utapao; is that one
going to end on the 27th? o
A: I'll take the questionm.

Q: The total carriers involve five?

A: 5ix will be the total as fast as they can get them over there.
Q: That's what, the total number of planes?

A: The total number of planes -- DC-8s flying rice out of Saigon.
Q: Is that four airlines or five airlines?

A: It becomes five airlines now as soon as Seaboard starts flying.
Q: The original figure was $4.6 million?

A: Yes, we are now up to $13.5 for the whole thing. That's the old

contract plus the new contract.

Q: Why does it cost you more?
A: More planes.

Q: One more plane?

A: It's varied up and down. Remember we had six, five, four, this will
be six. ’

MORE
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Are you sure it's costing more?

Q
A: I'm giving you the figure.

4. You have in your package a memo announcing the Army's change in weapons
training policy for enlisted women. After 30 June, all enlisted women in

the Army will be required to take defensive weapons training. This will
be part of their basic training. Their whole thing is to stress defensive

use. The Army has no plans to change anything about putting women in combat
roles, but they will be required to be able to shoot in self defense.

Q: 1Is that an M-167

A: They are going to learn to fire defensive type weapons, including
qualifications on the M-16. Actually they have been doing this on a volumtary
basis up to now and about B0 percent of the women who have been enlisting have
volunteered for the training.

Q: A constitutional question arose when this came up a couple of years ago.
Did your General Counsel decide there was no such constitutional problem?
Admiral Zumvalt was arguing -- '

A: I'll take the question.

Q: I didn't know whether you had backup material on the legality of this.
A: No. Incldentally currently the Navy gives a familiarization course
during boot training. The Alr Force and the Marine Corps use the voluntary
gystem that the Army was using. I1'11l check that. My recollection was that it
had something to do with the question of women in combat rather than anything .
to do with training. But I'l1l check that for you. _

5. Did Colonel Burke tell you yesterday that Secretary Laitin has arranged
for you all to get your building passes now without being Investigated?

The following was announced by Colonel Robert L. Burke, USA, Director,
DDI, on Monday, March 24, 1975:

Secretary lLaitin asked me to tell you that he's worked out an arrangement
with the O0SD Security Office where henceforth news correspondents assigned to
the Pentagon by accredited news organizatlons will no longer have to go through
the usual red tape to get building passes. This i1s for newsmen assigned from
now, it's not retroactive. All that's needed, he says, 1s a letter from the
home office or proper executive saying that you work for them. The letter
won't even have to vouch for your character, he says. I talked with him
about this a few minutes ago and he pointed out that 1f at any future time you're
being investigated, it's not for the building pass, it's your own problem.
You're on your own.

6. You asked yesterday why the Armed Forces Policy Council did not meet and
you probably have noticed in the past that they don't necessarily meet every
Monday. There were too many people too busy is the reason I've been given.

7. Another question from yesterday was: How many U.S. citizen soldiers, etc.,
are in Saudi Arabia? We have slightly under 250 military personmnel; 22 DoD
civilians and the contractors' technical assistance personnel currently ~
in place is about 2200; either individuals or teams. .
' MORE
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Q: But Vinnell hasn't arrived there, has it?
: A: They have somebody there, but the full amount is not there. The
. 2200 are going but less than half, about 1,000, are in-country at the
. present time.

Q: As of what date?
: This is pretty current 1nformation.

A
Q: The remaining 1200 are contractor people on their way now?
A: Being hired, trained, etc.

Q: Are there AID people out there, permanent employees of AID?
A: There may be. All my question was for DoD -~ military and DoD.

¢ So these wouldn't cover the State Department?
¢ No. :

Q: So it isn't all U.S. civilians then? ‘
A: The ones I gave are contractor personnel. I cover two categories ——
DoD civilians and contractor technical assistance persomnel.

Q: There are just under 2500 altogether in the categories that you
counted?

A: There will be when all the civilians, contractors' technical assistance
teams get there. Not that at least 1200 of those are not there.

Q: 1Is there any change in the plans to send the remainder of the
contractors' assistance personnel there?
. A: No change that I know of at this time.

Q: Have U.S. forces been alerted or otherwise affected by the assassination?
A: No change.

Q: Does the Pefense Department have any official comment on it?
No comment. After all, it's pretty quick.

A:

Q: Are we still flying ammunition into Phnom Penh from Utapao?

A: The pipeline is still not empty, so I would assume you are correct.
I don't actually have the figures today. I do have the total flights which
came to 30 flights, but I don't have a breakdown.

Q: It was the same as yesterday?
A: Apparently is, yes.

Q: Tuesday, the 25th?
A: This is dated the 25th.

Q: Some did come from Utapao, right?
A: We have to assume that, yes. 1 can't firmly say it.

Q: What's been the result of the comment of the Thai Prime Minister that
there would be no more ammunition flights?

A: Let me take the question. As I say, I'm not actually sure there were any
- because this doesn't say so. If in fact there were some, then I can answer

. your question. MORE
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Q: Thirty total flights, doesn't say where they're from? '
A: No, and doesn't say what was on them either.
Q: Why all of a sudden we're not getting a breakdown?
A: You recall, it's been off and on; I missed a day last week you may remember.
Q: We didn't get it yesterday.
A: You got it yesterday, I've got it here in front of me.
Q: Maybe it was the number of rounds?
A: TI've got the number of rounds, 13,
Q: 107s?
A: 107s, no 105s.
Q: Has the Thai statement taken the form of a formal request that you

know of or is it just ——
A: I do not know the answer to that. I do know we have been in consul-

tation with the Thail Government on a number of things for a number of years;
this has all been worked out through a series of consultations. I suggest you
direct that question to the State Department because they'’ re the ones who
will be dealing with 1it.

Q: Can you give us an update on the situation around Danang and the
movement of the carrier HANCOCK?
A: The HANCOCK, as you know, 1s scheduled to leave Honolulu some time
this week. I don't have a date. Danang, again it's awful hard to be up to .
date from this distance, but I don't know of any significant change from
yesterday, I can say that.

Q: The question was asked yesterday if legiélation would permit

evacuation of -- _
A: Yes, I know, I read that and the legal people are still discussing

this. I'm not in a position to answer that question.

Q: Also the question was asked for the breakdown of Soviet military aid
to Hanol between economic and military ‘aid.
' A: This 1s also being worked on; it was not ready as of time coming .

in here -- shouldn't be too long. The other one may be harder to answer.

END
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DoD Morning News Briefing
Monday, March 24, 1975, 11:15 a.m.
(Colonel Robert L. Burke)

Announcements:

1. This morning we're releasing a statement by Secretary Schlesinger on the

equal opportunity policy. In the statement he reaffirms the Department's

equal opportunity policy and this incidentally is being distributed to the

members of the Armed Forces Policy Council this morning. He says, "It must

be emphasized once again that the Department of Defense will base this solely

on the abilities of the personnel concerned, and individual's race, religion,
ethnic background or national origin shall not influence the selection process."
He indicates the actions to be taken if an individual refuses selection to a
country to which he doesn't wish to be assigned. If there are any questions later,
we can answer them.

Q: As a practical matter, how does this change things, when the Saudi
Arabians, for example, can stlill veto an assignment of a man they don't want
to come because he's Jewish? :

A: As I understand it, Fred (Hoffman, AP), it will insure that any
decision as to whether a man is going to be assigned to Saudi Arabia will be
something that will not be anticlpated by us on the basis of past experience

but it will have to be made on an individual basis by the country concerned.

2. We have another document for release: the annual real and personal property
report, which is available in DDI.

Q: In that there are two categories, donated land, public démain land.

What is donated land? Does that mean the State lets the military use land for
a base? '

A: We'll have to check.

3. On the Hill: Ve have copies of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller)
McClary's prepared statement before House Appropriations Defense Subcommittee

on FY '76 supplemental request for pay, subsistence, etc. Also copies of
prepared statements by Lt. Gen. Graham, Director of DIA, and Dr. C. H. Heilmeier,
Director of ARPA, for thelr testimony before the House Armed Services R&D
Subcommittee.

4. No speech texts today.

5. Also we're releasing the monthly figures on military strength and recruiting
results for February.

6.. We alsc have a release which announces the selection of the new Sergeant
Major of the Marine Corps. This 1s Sergeant Major Henry Black, originally
from Imperial, Pennsylvania. He becomes the seventh Sergeant Major of the
Marine Corps, succeeding Sergeant Major Clinton A. Puckett, who is retiring.
. MORE
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Q: I wonder if we can get any explanation from Mr. Schlesinger as -
to an answer he gave last Friday in which he said: 'inevitably, we must ‘

provide equipment and supplies that will sustain South Vietnam and hopefully
Cambodia." What does he mean by inevitably? 1Is he making a prediction or just
a philosophical statement? . :

A: I assume that he is referring to the fact that they don't have the
capability to produce the kind of armaments that they need themselves.

Q: What's the compulsion that will force Congress to vote the equipment?
Does he have any justification for saying "inevitably?"
A: I can ask.

Q: Has there been any change in our military aid program as a result of the.
recent developments in South Vietnam? Accelerating deliveries, for example:.
A: We can check on that. .

Q: Could you éxplain why the Defense Department's been so niggardly in
obligating that $700 million? = According to Senator Mathias; who got the figures
from the Defense Department; something on the order of $500 million of the
$700 million have not yet been delivered. ‘

‘ A: I'll chéck, John (Fiiinéy, NY Times). The question about the rate at.
which it was being provided hds been discussed here a couple of times. T

understood it was being spread out throughoiut thé entire yéar, but we can
check on that.

Q: Tlet's see how much has been delivered, how much is in the pipeline and
how much has not yet been obligated. I'd like your latest figures on that
with some explanation, 1f possible, as to why such a large amount 1s still either ™~
in the pipeline or unobligated

: Q: There seems to be a fourth of the total appropriations in Vietnam,
only a fourth has been delivered in weapons so far; do you know whether that s
true?

A: No, I don't; we can check and see.

Q: Can I put an addendum on John (Finney's) question, as to whether any
plans for accelerating deliveries are in the works? Actually run through
where we are and how we got there. -

A: We'll check that.

Q: Is there any ammunition left anywhere in Southeast Asia that is
available for shipment to Cambodia at this time?
A: To Cambodia?

Q: Yes. $21.5 million ought to have been drawn down; it's been about
two weeks. _
A: Let me see if I understand the question right.

Q: Is there any ammunition or.other supplies in the pipeline left for

Cambodia?
A: For which there are funds available?

Q: Yes. Right. o
| | oz ®
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- Q: Senator Mathias draws a conclusion from this, which on the basis it
. gseems valid that you want the extra $300 million not for the present fiscal

year, but for deliveries in the ensuing fiscal year because you must have a
time period between obligation and delivery in the order of three months or so.

" A: I don't think that's the case, John, but I'11l find out what the story
is. .

- Q: There's a specific query within the framework of what's happened to
aid and where does it stand. If the reports are accurate that South Vietnam
is indeed running short on POL and we had money in the kitty to furnish POL,
how come they are short? In other words, is it their option not to spend the
money available for POL? 1Is it our option to spread this thing out evenly
for purposes of bookkeeping so we let shortages develop? In other words, can you
glve some rationale as to why they should be short of POL if, indeed, there's
money available for POL?

A: You're asking really how the system works specifically for POL.

LR .l

Ry

Q: 1I'm asking why the shortage if there's still money available and as a
specific within that question, about why are they short of POL if there's lots
of money to turn.

A: We'll check.

Q: Can you comment on a report —— I understand that it's out of Bangkok
this morning -~ the Thai Prime Minister says that he will no longer allow the
United States to fly arms from Utapao to Cambodia? .

A: No, I have seen that story, but I just wouldn t want to comment. You
. might check State on that.

Q: Would the Pentagon have any contingency plans if we were not allowed
to fly from Utapao, if we were flying from Tan Son Nhut instead?
A: I just don't know that there's any intentidn to fly from anywhere else.

Q: You have no comment at all on that report?
A: I just am not briefed on what the U.S. response is to that.

Q: Do you have any reports on airlifes as to. whar ammunition is moving
from Utapao?

A: The information I have indicates that ammunition has been coming
from Utapao.

P e e e

Q: Can you give us the details as to what the airlift is bringing in in
the last day? ,
" A: In terms of sorties?

Q: Yes.

A: Coming out of Utapao, they're flying more than just ammunition; it
includes also POL and general cargo. On the 22nd there were three C-130s
gorties and one DC-8 sortie for a total of four. On the 23rd of March, there
were no air-landed sorties at Phnom Penh and on the 24th of March, there
were a total of 30 sorties, 18 C-130s and 12 DC-8s.

Q: The 18 C-130s were all out of Thailand?
6 A: Yes, that's the information I have.

MORE
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Q: The 12 DC-8s were out of South Vietnam? _
A: 1 think there vas one DC-8 on March 22; that one that flew on March 22. o
I.believe that came out of Utapao.

Q: The point 1s that at least for today the flights are continuing out
of Thailand?
A: Yes, that's correct.

Q: Were they ammunition flights?
A: Ammunition, rice, POL, general cargo.

Q: The Prime Minister said he would allow food but. these are. definitely
ammunition flights?

! To the best of my.information, yes, that's correct.

Q: Contract will be up in three days on the DC-8s; have they
renewed that contract yet?

A: We'll check and see. On the DGC~8 question, there was something working
to extend the contract; I don't know whether it's been announced or what the
details are. ' '

Q: In the event that the civilian pilots prove reluctant to continue
flights into Phnom Penh, does the Defense Department have contingency plans to
use Air Force pilots and Air Force planes to. fly in the ammunition and.’
equipment?

A: Not to my knowledge.

Q: What would be your disposition to having one of the military assistance Q
people here tomorrow at the briefing time to run through where you stand with

aid to Cambodia and Vietnam as the Pentagon sees it; since it's front and center
right now as an issue i1t might maybe be worth getting the facts out op the

table all at one time for everybody.

A: We'll ask whether we can do that. The same people who could do that
most knowledgeably are also involved. in testifying and doing other things. We'll
see.

Q: Could you also clarify the Soviet aid to Hanoi? General Brown said
the other day how it had increased from about $700 million in '73 to abOut
$1.7 billion last year. I understand the major part of that increase is
economic aid. Could we get that broken down by economic and military?

A: We'll see if there's a breakout. ‘

Q: Can we get a reading from the Pentagon as to whether the fighting in
Vietnam has reached the proportions of Faster of '72 or Tet of '68? There
seems to be some dispute between the State Department and Defense.

A: I know what you're talking about but I think it depends on what
terms you use. In terms of the intensity of the contacts that are being
made by the opposing forces, it does not seem to be as high yet as 1972. 1In
terms of territory lost, of course it's considerably greater.

Q: Does the Pentagon still not comsider this a nationwide offensive?

A: There's heavy fighting in Military Reglon I and MR II and MR III
it seems as though, and of course there is also some contact in MR IV, I ‘
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think you would probably call that a nationwide offensive.

Q: Didn't Schlesinger acknowledge on the Hill last week that yes, this
is a major offensive?

A: Right.

Q: When you say not as high yet as in '72, do you mean in terms of actual

fighting as opposed to deployment of number of tanks and troops, you're talking

about clashes?

A: If you remember in '72 there were three major points where there
were very heavy contacts ——~ at Quang Tri, up in the Pleiku/Kontum area
and down in the An Loc area -- and so far, although there have been some
intense contacts, I don't think it's quite reached the level of that
1972 fighting.

Q: What's the Defense Department's comment as to the number of provinces

" that have been lost?

A: I just don't have one for you. It appears that the provinces that
border, for example, on Cambodia, Kontum, Pleiku, Darlac and on down --

Q: Phdué Long?
- A: Phuoc Long was the first, I think.j I don't have anything definite on Binh
Long.

§: It may be lost, it may not be?
A: It may be; I'm just not briefed on that.

Q: Do we have any plans to supply Danafg? It‘s supposedly now being
cut off; they've got troops on the South and North of it.

A: 1 saw that, I don't know whether we do have plans to assist the refugees
at Danang or the South Vietnamese military forces that are trying to defend
that area. B

Q: How about the disposition of the North Vietnamese reserve divisions?
A: There isn't any change since last week.

- Two out of seven?

Q
A: - That's right.

- Q: I think the Secretary has indicated, that if there was a major
nationwlde offensive the Defense Department would consider asking Congress

for Ppermission to give direct military

support to the South Vietnamese. Is the Defense Department considering
asking Congress for permission to give direct military support, if this is a
nationwide offensive? ‘

A: You know that under the law there is no way that U.S. military forces
can be used in South Vietnam without the permission of Congress. Whether
or not there will be any request for anything like that would be something
that would be addressed at the highest levels of government and whether
the Secretary will make that kind of a recommendation to the President
would be something he'd have to decide and I have no idea.

Q: Is it beiﬂg considered by the Secretary now?
A: I haven't been informed of any such discussion.

MORE
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Q: Didn't he indicate in one of those corridor interviews last. ‘week
that the climate was such that =- he didn't say it in so many words but ‘

.the tone seemed to me -- the climate is such that the Administration
probably wouldn't?

A: I'm not aware that that issue is a live one and is being discussed
right now.

Q: I'm confused by your earlier answer on the two divisions,I think there's
the 314th and the 316th. Do you now have definite information that those
two divisions‘have moved into South Vietnam or is your information still
inconclusive?

A: I think that the analysts feel that elements of those two divisions
are certainly in South Vietnam. '

Q: Still only the elements? You still do not have conclusive proof
that the entire division has moved down?

A: 1 can't tell you right from here whether or not the entire division
in each case is down and you're talking about the 341st and the 316th
I believe.

Q: Are those the Hanol home guard divisions?
A: I'm not sure.

.Q: Has Danang been a port of entry in the past for our military equipment?
A: It has, yes.

Q: Since we withdrew? : .
A: I don't know whether we've brought it into Danang or not; we can =
check that.

Q: If we begln to send our ships directly into Danang, would that
represent a change in our past action and policies,
A: We'll check and see.

Q: Have they brought the 105s back into Phnom Penh? Are they firing
those again? : .

A: I don't have the last two days' reports, they're available but we just
haven't gotten them. As of last Friday, the only rounds landing in that area were
twenty 107mm rockets, not 105s.

Q: In the Phnom Penh airport?
A: In the vicinity of Pochentong ailrport, yes.

Q: What about evacuation plans, is there anything that can be said on
those yet? 1If they take them out, are they going to take them to Okinawa
or are they going to take them to Utapao, or what?

A: 1 just don't want to talk about the evacuation plans.

Q: 1Is the OKINAWA still in the Gulf of Siam?
A:  Yes.

Q: Tell us about the HANCOCK and whether it's loaded up with Marines.
A: The HANCOCK is due into Pearl Harbor shortly and there is a Marine CH—SB.‘

helicopter squadron alerted on Hawaii. MORE
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Q: How many CH-53s?
‘At I'm not sure how many they have; we can check that.,
Q: Marine helicopter squadron alerted for evacuation duty?
A: It's for a possible move to Western Pacific.
Q: You put them aboard ship?
A: Aboard the HANCOCK.
Q: When is the HANCOCK due in?
A: 'It's due in Hawail about now and conceivably it could leave for
WESTPAC some time this week.
Q: Are any Marines at Okinawa on alert?
A: Not to my knowledge.
- Q: By speaking of WESTPAC, would that include Vietnam as well as Cambodia?
A: That's all in that area, it would also include places like the Philip-
pines.

Q: Can you tell us what the Soviet tug around Hawaii is doing, where it
is operating now?
A: We can take the question, I think we can find that.

Q: To what do you attribute the increased accuracy of the Khmer Rouge
rockets in the Pochentong area?

A: T haven't seen those reports but usually with rockets the accuracy
is a function of range and if you can move them in closer you can get
better accuracy and that may be the case. I just don't know.

Q: The airport is suitable for landing now?
A: Yes.

Q: The Marine helicopter squadron on Hawaii, do you know which one
and when it was put on alert?
A: I don't have that here but we can find that out for you.

Q: Do you know when it was put on alert? Over the weekend?
A: No, T think it's been alert to go for several days; it did not
happen over the weekend.

Q: Where is the HANCOCK coming from?
A: California.

Q: San Diego?
A: Alameda,

Q: How many helicopters in the squadron?
A: We can find that out for you.

Q: 1Is this the last mission for the HANCOCK?
A: I'm told this is its last scheduled deployment.

Q: When did it leave Alameda?
A: We can get that for you.

MORE
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: How many Marines are involved?
¢ I would guess about 300.

There have been no other Marine units alerted, have they?
Not to my knowledge.

: None on Okinawa?
: No.

Q: Just the helicopters, pilots and maintenarnce people?
A: That's right.

Q: Where on Hawaii are we talking about?
A: Kaneohe.
Q
A

t Is this a scheduled mission?
: I haven't said that. 1It's not a regular operation.

Q: I would take it that it's going to take part in a special mnifssion
around South Vietnam, i1s that correct?
A: No, not necessarily.

Q: These Marines will board the HANCOCK? Can we say that?
A: Yes, they will.

Q: That will depart some time this week?
A: Yes.

Q: Presumably they would pull up near Danang and ferry back atid forth?
A: We are not able to tell you where they are going and I would not make any
assumptions at this time if I were you.

Q: What's the transit time to WESTPAC?
A: It takes about 10 days. .

Q: Aside from the pilots, flight crews and maintenance men, no other

Marines have been put on alert? L }
A: Not to my knowledge. No other Marines are on alert other than that

one helicopter squadron.

Q: Aside from the basic number of crew of the squadron, no other
Marines are traveling on the HANCOCK wherever they go? o

A; To the best of my knowledge, no; it's just the one squadron.

Q: Is there any Marine battalion afloat in that general area ~-
South China Sea? Or is one being sent there?
A: 1 haven't heard but we can check.

Q: What carriers are in WESTPAC now?
-A: ENTERPRISE 1s in Subic Bay; midway at Yokosuka, Japan; and CORAL
SEA is at sea. : . .

Q: Where? -
A: WESTPAC. @
MORE
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Q: ‘West of the Philippines?
A: Yes.
Q: Vietnam or Cambodian waters?
A: No, it's fairly close to the Philippines.
Q: Is it accompanied by an amphibious force of any sort?
A: CORAL SEA 1s not accompanied by amphibious forces.
Q: What other ships are with her?

A: She 1s accompanied by two destroyers and an oiler.

Q: Has there been any change in the makeup, the composition of
that OKINAWA group or for that matter the location?
A: We can check and see.

Q: What's the latest count on the number of Marines?
A: I don't think that's varied. We can check that.

Q: Still 8007

A: We'll see if we can get you a figure.
Q: What kind of helicopters are involved?
A: CH-53.

Q: Why are the people in this building so reluctant to talk about
evacuation from Cambodia or Vietnam when obviously we're not going to send
any troops in there. When we had the Cyprus situation, we were told every-
thing. Why can't they do the same thing in the Indochina area?

A: We'll answer as many questions as we think we can safely. We won't
be able to answer the others.

Q: What's the subject of safety have to do with it? I don't think
North Vietnam or the Khmer Rouge 1s going to attack our carriers.

A: There is some concern about talking about contingency plans which in the
case of evacuation would conceivably have to be carried out in a very
difficult and dangerous situation. There is8 some concern over the lives
of the people that might have to carry out that mission and also for the safety
of the evacuees who will be leaving. So it limits what we feel able to say on
that subject. ’

Q: Could you find out how many people the HANCOCK could accommodate if it
turned out to be necessary?
A: Do you mean in the way of troops?

Q: I was thinking of evacuees.

Q: Whendid CORAL SEA leave? Are there any Marines aboard it?

A: I said T don't know when she left port. To the best of my knowledge,
there are no Marine units with helicopters aboard the CORAL SEA.

Q: Are there more than the normal complement of Marines aboard?
A: We can check and see.

Q: You say the HANCOCK will stop long enough to pick up this squadron

and head out? MORE
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A: TIt's expected to leave sometime this week.

Q: Is this an emergency measure?
A: No, I don't see it that way.

Q: Would we be off base to speculate that there are contingency plans

for evacuating Danang? . ‘
A: We have all kinds of contingencies and I can't help you with that

kind of speculation.

Q: Evacuating who? I'm getting lost here.
A: He's talking about Danang. :

Q: I'm talking about evacuating the South Vietnamese troops if they
happen to get stalled in Danang.

Q: If that's the line of questioning then we're going to have to ask
the Defense Department whether it views the current legislation as
permitting it to evacuate either military or civilians of South Vietnam.

A: We'll take that question.

Q: Is the Secretary going to come see us this week since he .didn't make

it last week?
A: I wouldn't rule that possibility out.

'Q: Is it likely that he will? . )
A: I don't know; I'm not sure but it is possible. .

Q: Did anything important happen at the Armed Forces Policy Council
meeting this morning?

A: It did not meet this morning. I sald earlier that copies of that
Equal Opportunity statement were being sent to members of the Armed Forces

Policy Council.

QiA Any reason why they did not meet?
A: I'm sure there is but I don't know it. I should have asked.

Q:. Would you comment on Jack Anderson's column :this morning saying

we lost a super—secret Mark 48 torpedo?
A: I saw that but I don't have any information on it yet.

transport?
A: Yes, there was a response over the weekend on it which we have in DDI.

G: Can you respond to Rep. Aspin’s weekender on the nerve gas

END ' ]
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DoD Morning News Briefing
Thursday, March 27, 1975, 11:15 a.m.
(Maj. Gen. Sidle, DASD/PA)

Announcements:

1. On the Hill: Congress is in recess. It is expected to last until April 7.
We have no representatives scheduled to appear there until the week of April 7.

2., We have no speeches.

3. We are announcing the appointment of Robert J. Murray as Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Policy, Planning and Management in the Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Manpower and Reserve Affairs. Bob Murray was Assistant
to the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary under both Mr. Richardson and for a
while under Mr. Schlesinger. Prior to that he worked in ISA -- since about 1961.

4. We've notified the Congress of a proposed letter of offer to sell the Govern-
ment of Saudi Arabia additional equipment and services for the construction of
port, base and headquarters facilities and the continuation of the planning and
design for their naval expansion program. Value: $142.8 million.

Q: Have they ever explained that, as to what they meant by increased facilities?
They imply that this was in addition to something else that had gone on?

A: Yes. You know they've had a plan for naval expansion for some time.
My understanding was they had a meeting last fall and agreed that this and
that had to be done and this was part of the agreed expansion. I don't have any
details on it.

’ Q: And this is the construction portion of it, in other words?
A: There is some construction in base and headquarters facilities plus
futther design. I'm not sure what that amounts to.

Q: Can you tell us the current whereabouts and what the alert status is
of the lst Battalion of the 4th Regiment of the 3rd Marine Corps Division
in Camp Hansen in Okinawa and similarly the current status about the 3rd
Battalion of the 4th Regiment of the 3rd Marine Division at Camp Hansen?

A: I can say as I did yesterday there's no change in the alert
status of any of the units on Okinawa and none have gone from their locatioms
on Okinawa. I can't answer your specific question on the two units but what
I said covers that.

Q: What 1s the alert status?
A: Whatever 1t was, there's been no change in weeks. ILet me explain to
you what's going on over there which I found out this morning.

Q: Let me explain. Apparently there is some lawsuit involving Bird
Air. Various people have brought a case, including members of Congress, against
Bird Air. These people, the plaintiffs in this case, content that they have
been informed by the Defense Department that certain steps have been taken
on these two battalions that I'm quoting. I am trying to establish what the
facts are.

A: 1I'll have to take the quesiton; I don't know when the current alert
status started; all I know is there has been no change in many, many, many

6 days.
: ; MORE
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: Weeks or months? ) . . f
: I said weeks before, I think weeks is right. But let me check when we did
make the last change. My recolléction though is that it's at least three or

four weeks; whenever we first started talking about the USS OKINAWA, At that
time, as became generally known, two companies up there were placed on an
increased alert status as a precautionary measure in connection with the

possible evacuation of Phnom Penh. I know of no change in that, in all that

time., That's a long time, so I say it's nothing recent.

Now let me explain to you, I found out finally, at least I think I know why
the sudden spate of queries on this subject. Apparently the local commanders
on Okinawa, and this is on their own, anticipating that somet ing might be
in the wind, did take local action designed to improve their readiness in the
event they're directed to participate in evacuation type duty. As you know,
there is a back—up battalion up there for the one that's on the OKINAWA and
I think we've discussed with you thé possibilities of switching those. There
was no decision made on this and as a former commander, I know that on many
occasions I would alert my troops to get ready for something that might or .
might not happen. In fact, I'm sure that's the origination of the o0ld Army term
"hurry up and wait," and many of these "hurry up and wait" things ¢ome from
such actions.  So the key point: there has been no change in the alert status from
here or CINCPAC. Thére's no official change in the alert status, and none of the
t¥oops on Okinawa have goneé anywhere. That dnswers the question.

Q: Is. it contemplated that one of thése companies or both would move dboard the
HANCOCK ? 'li

A: I can't say that 8 contemplated because there won't be a decision on -
anything like ‘that until later. Obviously, ‘that's a possibility, but 1t wouldn t
necessarily have to be onhé of them. There's no point in dratwing that 1{iiferénce.

Q: Has the HANCOCK left, do you know? o

A: The HANCOCK left yesterday at oné o'clock. It is west of Honolulu as
you could guess. — _—
R

Q: It has aboard 15 helicopters or thereabouts?

At Thét's the figure we were saying would be logical, yes.

Q: 300 Marines?
! Approximately, yes.

Q: That's with the helicopter company, but there are other Marines aboard,
aren't there? There's supposed to be a company.

A: They have what we might call a station complement. That s a very small
group. I think it's 43 or something like that, part of the ship s company.
Every ship sails with a Marine detachment. It doeésn't have to be a company.

Q: There was a report yesterday or the day before yesterday of an
amphibious group moving out of San Diego westward.

A: This will occur tomdorrow. There will be a movenent of what they call Gl
PHIBRON V. We aren't going to announce this until tomorrow, but I might as well

te w. This is a normal long-planned replacement action. The group

will go out to the Western Pacific and éventually replace some of the ships . -

out there who will then return to the West Coast. This is a normal thing. Thete .
MORE
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was some word that they were going to have a Marine complement on board. It
is true. There will be 200 Marines on board, going only to Honolulu. _These
are Marine replacements. This 1s not & unit; it 1s not a military organization.
Tt 18 200 replacements and they will get off at Honolulu.
\

Q: Do we know for a fact how many other Marines are on the HANCOCK or
are we assuming it's 407

A: TI'll check that. I know it's just part of the normal ship's company.

Q: PHIBRON V consists of how many ships?
At I'll have to get that for you. I didn't expect to put that out today.

Q: When you sald earlier that these commanders, on their own, were telling
their troops to get ready, what orders were they, do you know?
A: I don't know that.

Q: Were these battalion commanders; company commanders?

A: I would suspect it would be at least battalion; it might even be division.
But you know if you're out in the field and you know that you are at the end
of the line and if anybody's going to do anything about anything, it's going
to be you, you tend to try to get ready.

Q: Since you had two commanders doing this =--
A: I don't know that we had two. This is the way the story came in. I
can't confirm that. My understanding was there was only one.

Q: You first said that there were two.
A: No, I said there were two companies.

Q: I got the impression that you used a plural -- the unit commanders.

A: .I.don't actually know that. My understanding was that it was only
one. So I'd have to check that. We were trying to run down why the sudden
spate of stories, and this appears to be the answer.

No, absolutely not.

’///////ééz Have any orders been given to any of these units to move out of Okinawa?

-

Q: What is the Defcon status? Is it one, two, three, four or five? Can
you say that?
A: 1I'll have to check that.

Q: What does increased status mean?

A: If you increase an alert status, it ups the number of hours in which
they're supposed to be ready; in other words, move out in eight hours; move
out in 16, 24, 32, you name it.

Q: That's the reason that Frank's question is important.
A: I know it's important but I'll have to get the answer to that.

¢ Five or whatever it is -- it could be next to the bottom for all we know.
A: Sure, it could go from five to four, which would not be much.

Q: The word alert is like an alarm bell you know, you've got to be very

. precise. . : MORE

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

(This is nbt‘a verbatim transcript) &

A: I agree, that's why I'm taking the question. I don't want to speculate
on it because I don't know: -

¢ Have Defense analysts confirmed that 105s" are .again shelling Pochentoug?
A: 1055 are agdin landing in the Pochentong area.

Q: The first day now?’

A: T understand it's the second, yesterday, I'm speaking now of Pochentong
time, 26 March, there were twenty-eight 107g and five 105s. We don't have our
today's report. .

Q: The 105s and 107s all hit théjairPOrt?
A: These were all -in the area of the airport. There was né” interriaption-
of flights s6 apparently there wasn't any serious damage.

Q: How many flights?

A: The total coming in were 46 for today, that is, the 27th; 48 for’
yesterday. I don't have the breakdown.- We will post the breakdown between
C-130s and DC-8s.

Q: Are: they: still coming out of Thailand?
A: They're coming out of Thailand and Saigon.:

Q: Has the U.S.. Govérnment received any officilal request from the
Thai- Government yet.tha;uydu‘refaware%of“tb‘stbp'thé'flightS?
At Not to my knowledge.

A:- As you know,  there-1s at least one- plane’ involved 86" far‘ This" 1s' bleing

andled by the State Department. I really shouldn' t get into thig, I would
suggest that you ask- them about the Danang airlift because wé're not’ involveéd:-

&f 'Q: What's the. status of the- Danang: airlift?
h;

Q: Did you negotiate a contract? 4 K

A: Not yet, we're not involved at this:point.

Q: You're not involved; in other words; there's been’no: contract signed yet?
¢ No new contract.

Q: This one supposedly is under charter to Air Vietnam; not’ to the U.S.:
So the Defense Department has.signed no contrict as yet’ with- anybody. for’
727s or 7478 or anything?

A: That's-correct.

Q: And the Defense Department has not been asked as yét to'sign a contract?
A: That's correct also:

© Q: The State Departiment then has not told the Defense'Depatrtment what it
has already told the public? o ‘ ‘
A: I wouldn't want to put it that way. I'm sure’that thé State Department’
has not officially asked us yet.: ’

Q:' It says in the little memo that the- MAC has made the arrangements.
A: Well, the MAC has' done some’ unofficial checking around; that's™

sbably hey're talking about.
probably what they : g MORE:.
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Has anything happened with the sea 1ift proposal7

I have nothing new on that.

It just hasn't gone anywhere?

No, that's of course a little different ball game, but there's nothing
new on it.

>o o

Q: In this case the military sealift command would be involved?
A: Right. MSC would, in all probability, would be used as the contracting
authority.

Q: There are reports that ships are already moving.
A: Again I would refer this to the State Department.

Q: Can we have a reading from Mr. Schlesinger as to whether the death
warrant for Cambodia has been signed yet with the delay of the Easter recess?
A: I'll take your question.

Q: You got a stay on that death warrant, didn't you, with that $21.57
A: A small stay.

Q: That's not much of a stay; in fact, it isn't a stay. The point is
that Congress 1s going to be gone until after April 7 and therefore that is a
delay in action and I wonder what the effect of that 1s going to be.

A: I don't have the figure and I'll try to get this tomorrow but there's
still some of the $21.5 left.

' Q: That has not been drawn down?
. A: I don't believe it's all even been obligated yet.

Q: Have you got the figures on that?
A: I will get those; I didn't get them this morning.

Q: Is the holdup on the contract for the airlift because AID has not
ﬁome up with the money yet?

A: I'm not familiar with the reason; again, that would have to be a
State question. But we have not officially been asked to do the job and of
course that would include a fund cite as we say.

Q: A fund cite?

A: When we do anything in the Defense Department, somebody's got to pay
for it, and the term we often use 1s a fund cite --what funds are you
going to use to pay for it.

Q: You know who paid for that flight yesterday that brought the Americans
out?

A: That was Alr Vietnam. That would have been funds already available over
there.

Q: This is a left over question about whether you can legally evacuate
South Vietnamese troops and the last time we asked you the "legals" were still

looking at it.
A: They still are.

. MORE
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‘'This would include civilians, South Vietnamese?
The’whole problem is being addressed.

> o >0

o oo

Anything new on North Vietnamese reserve unit movements?
I'm sure there is nothing new. ‘

Q: Does the Defense Department have any idea of the extent of loss of
equipment, suppliés and ammunition by the South Vietnamese forces that
are being withdrawn?

A: Not yet. We of course are anxious to learn this and as you know
in our present situation that this information is not as easy to come by
as it was in days gone by so we do not have a figure on that. We will
undoubtedly have them.

Q: Do you have any general feel on this question without precise figures?
A: Not really, I'd just be participating in a wild speculation and there's
no point in doing that.

Q: Do you have any information on whether the South Vietnamese
forces have or have not been blowing up ammunition dumps as they retreat ?
A: There is definitely some information that they have in at least some
cases. We don't have information in other cases whether they have or not.

Q: Ammunition?
A: And equipment. If you can't take it out with you you better destroy it.
Thatfs a rule of war. ’

Q: What kind of equipment?

Az Well, it would be kind of across the board; .I don't have any specifics
but there'd certainly be some artillery and some tanks and some airplanes
and trucks.

Q: Airplanes?

A: Aircraft, you know there was some aircraft left behind in Pleiku
and they were inoperative. Now whether they went to the troublé of making
them more inoperative I don't know, but they were considered unflyable.

Q: How serious has been the loss of this territory in its effect on our
intelligence availability in the area? v

A: T don t have an answer to that. Let me take that question. I don't
know that we'll be able to answer but let me take it. As you know, our
intelligence has not been as good since our own people got out as it was
when we were there.

Q: Were there not sizeable ammunition stocks in Hue?

A: Probably, but I'll take the question. Danang is the big supply point
up in the north. You know it's prudent if you're defending to spread your
stocks out go there's bound to have been some in Hue.

Q: Along with the evacuation of people, is there anything being done to
evacuate these ammunition stockpiles from Danang?

A: 1t certainly would be prudent to do so but this is a South Vietnamese
problem. I don't know the answer to that.

-MORE
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o : Q: It's something I suggest we ought to know about since we are in the
" . -business of supplying them. a
. o A: I would suggest that would be correct. 1

i
|

. Q: Is there any speculation on how long the South Vietnamese could hold

: without additional American aid? =

" | A: We haven't gotten into that yet. !

; ]
Q: We have been talking about the Cambodians running out of ammo. |
A: It's still far from a parallel case. The Cambodians are almost down

to a han@-to-mouth operation and the South Vietnamese are not. I think weg

could refer to Mr. Schlesinger's statement on that. !

Q: The other day your office said that due to constrained consumption .
of the South Vietnamese POL, stocks are not critically short at this time.
“ Can you make a similar statement about ammo stocks? ' o
‘ 'A: I'll take the question but I'm personally sure that's correct because
' they were spread around; the use was rationed and the statement should be a
‘true one. o :

Q: But aren't the ammo stocks, putting aside Hue and Danang, primarily
concentrated in the region of Saigon? A
A: I think the answer to that is yes, that they aren't going to be
forced into a hand~ o-mouth existence very quickly on that, but let me take

the question.

; Q: Is the situation around Pochentong alrport more dangerous than ——
‘ A: There's been very little change on who _owns‘what around there. The
= enemy recaptured Toul Leap two or three days and that area was close enough
before for them to shoot the 105mm artillery, so the presumption is that they
are shooting the 105s out of there again. I don't have any confirmation of that.
That is the current presumption.

: . Is the situation any different than when the 105s were there previously?
! No.

Q

A

Q: Do you consider it any more dangerous?

A: What do you mean by dangerous? What I'm saying is that it's about the
same as it was except that Toul Leap 1s again in the hands of Khmer Rouge.
That's the only significant change that we're aware of.

Q: There were reports on the radio this morning that the Chinese are
sending cargo ships towards Hue with supplies. Is that true?
A: I don't have any word on that.

Q: 1Is it true that either China or Russia or both have stepped up, in the
last few days or weeks, their military aid to Hanoi?

A: 1'll take the question. I have not seen anything personally or heard
anything.

Q: Have any of the other Southeastern Asia countries changed the alert status
of thelr troops, particularly Thailand?
A: We have no word that would indicate that. That doesn't mean they

‘ haven't done something on the local basis. The local border guard commander VORE
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might have increased the alert status of his personnel. We have nothing on .
that situation at all. :

Q: We plan to continue flights into Phnom Penh at the current level?
A: Yes.

Q: Do we detect through our surveillance means any signs of aggreséive or
possibly threatening moves in the Middle East area in the last few days, by
either side?

A: No change in that area at all to my knowledge.

¢ No movement of troops forward or mobilization?
A: I have seen no reports on that.

Q: Can I get your help in interpreting a statement put out by your office
the other day? This was on the whole question of the status of aid to South
Vietnam. The statement says as of 24 March records in Saigon indicate that supplies
services valued at 430.3 million "had been used" thus far this fiscal year.
Does "used" in this sense mean obligated; does it mean delivered, what does
that mean?
A: It means delivered, which to us 1s the point where the paperwork starts going -
back and eventually winds up in the Comptroller's office and at that point it
becomes an outlay. Remember this was the cause of the confusion in the first
place.

Q: That represents deliveries? v o ‘
A: Yes. 1 guess you weren't here, but we had a brédkdown of exactly where &ll @&
the money was. The $175 million for the fourth quarter of this fiscal year, of
_course, has not yet been obligated. It will be put out for obligation on
the 3lst — next week. Of the $525 million that had beer released for
obligation, $430.3 million was used as you said, and there was $94.7 million
which is still in the pipeline --

Q: It means $430 has been delivered?

A: Right. Let me just point that part of that is services, and vhen you
talk about a service being delivered, that's a little hard to figure. What
they try to do is figure that in and the unexpended part of that that's been
put out for obligation, the $94 million does include money for services.

Q: That is a dec®ptive figure since out of the whole total of $700 million,
as I understand it, only $268 million represents ammunition and hardware.

A: There's a little more -- hardware, spare parts, POL —- but a’ sizeable
portion of it is services. You've got to account for it. Why would it bé
misleading?

Q: It's misleading in the sense when you say $430 million, people got
the impression that it's $430 million worth of ammo --

A: I didn't say ammo; we're talking money.

Q: I know,'but what I'm saying is that money sounds like a lot, but when it's
reduced to actual bullets, it's a very small amount; it's roughly one-third.
A: Relative to what? That 8 a lot of ammunition. .

MORE ‘ |
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. Q: 1It's like buying insurance and discovering that you're getting
very little for it because the administrative costs eat up most of the
insurance.

A: It's not administrative costs.

Q: Various costs involved in servicing this? :

A: This is part of the deal. For instance, the crating and. packa-
ging we're required to charge against the $700 million, for example.
It's not too huge a figure, but it's a sizeable figure.

Q: Could these figures be broken out? :
A: We have them broken out. We'll get it out today. We worked it
out last night.

‘1. As of 26 March 1975, $525 million of the $700 million

DAV Appropriation for FY75 has been obligated; i.e., three-
fourths of the FY 75 DAV appropriation has been committed by
‘08D for the procurement of supplies and services by the
individual Military Departments. A breakdown by general cate-
gories is as follows (in millions):

$204.6 Ammunition (bullets, shells, bombs).
74 .8 Fuel and other petroleum products.
66.7 Spare parts and components for aircraft,

weapons, combat vehicles, and other
combat equipment.
31.0 Other military supplies (e.g. medical
, supplies). _
. 64.0 Technical assistance and training,
including highly skilled technicians for
jet aircraft, radar and other sophisticated
equipment,.

82.9 Transportation of equipment and supplies
and administrative services chargeable to
the DAV.

1.0 Non-major 1tems of equipment; e.g. combat
radios, tank sights, and aircraft modifica-

‘ tions,

$525.0 :

2. The remaining $175 million for the fourth quarter FY75
will be ordered/allocated to the Military Departments on 31
March 1975\ Yo fund requirements identified at this time

which are generally proportionate to those requirements already
funded. It should be noted however, that ongoing reassesments
of the tactical situation may necessitate reprogramming of
funds to accomodate new developments.

Q: (Inaudible).

A: I'm not arguing with your point Lloyd (Norman, Newsweek), but
this has been worked out in agreement with everybody and I don't really
see any problem, One of the biggest problems is that we don't have
enough money for example, for more services, One of the reasons that the

Lt

airplanes aren't flying in full ‘numbers is because they don't have
.anough money to pay for the services.
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Q: Can you expect the same proportion to prevail in the remammg $200

| rhilhon? ' o .

A: I would expect it, but I'll check that, I don't know.

" Q: Would you elaborate on that? One of the reasons not all of their aircraft
are flying is that they do not have enough money for services.

A: You remember back last fall they were forced to terminate a large
number of contract employees at Bien Hoa and at that time there was a spate of
stories saying this is going to seriously affect the maintenance, etc., of the VNAF.
I would say this has come to pass. :

Q: Were they forced to terminate or did they elect to terminate and buy
- ammunition instead.

A: I'd have to check that, but that's my understanding. Again, this was so
long ago, they didn't have enough money for everything so they cut that out,

Q: I mean this was nothmg legislative. ..
A: No, this was an administrative decision on the part of the South Vietnamese,

as counseled by our attache personnel, probably.

Q: It was the lack of maintenance supplied by American contractor employees
than it was lack of spares-- : '

A: Spare parts, of course, are very important, too. I wouldn't begin to
'speculate on which would be considered more important--they're both important. .

Q: If they've got 5/6th of one type of an aircraft down, presumably if they
had full maintenance capability they could start to cannibalize and get a goodly
‘proportion of them flying. ’

JA: 1Ithink that's reasonable speculation.

‘Q: I think the figures show that the South Vietnamese are getting twice as
much-aid.as the North Vietnamese-are getting in this latest: appropnatwn
A: You mean military aid?

Q: Yes, military assistance. I think it's $700 million as opposed to $400 .
million. Is that true? ‘ ‘

A: Right now I won't comment on the truth of that because we're not really
sure how this got worked out. This very same problem could be-applied to the
North Vietnamese, how does their bookkeeping work. Are they counting their
services in one pot and their a.ctual hardware in another--we don't know, we're
looking into th1s

Q: Still the total figures and you come up with the word ''niggardly.' How
_can the Defense Department justify that kind of a word?

A: We only got half of what we asked for; I would say that was pretty
niggardly. .

MORE .
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‘ Q: What was unclear from that briefing paper on Soviet and PRC supplies
to Hanoi was how that $400 million estimate was broken out into services and

hardware and POL.
A: That s correct, it was unclear to me, too,

Q: There must be some speculation that could lead one to say that half of
this is real hardware, or two-thirds of it.

A: I'd be unwilling to speculate until we look into it further. You are citing
my suspicions on this, but I don't know this yet, :

Q: I think there's a report which shows that 38% of the $700 million goes in
for ammo and actual hardware for the South Vietnamese and something like 68%
_of the $400 million of the North Vietnamese goes into the same equipment,

A: I can't comment on it, but I can give you the figures for ours.

Q: I don't want to belabor the point except I do want it made a part of the
record, but you said we did not ask the question. It would have been more politic
for the Defense Department and a lot more appropriate that the Defense Department
anticipate the question that I should have asked, and forthrxghtly and on a volunteer
basis given us the information that we should have had. :

A: I believe we would have no doubt done that had we thought of it. You
" didn't think of it and we didn't thmk of it. We got asked and we gave it out.

./ Q: Back to Marines. If CINCPAC or DoD says to the Marine units, ''You
should be able to move within 48 hours, " is it the local commander's prerogative
to up that status? v

A: It's his prerogative. I can't speak for the Marine Corps, but we in the
Army; in the past, have tried to discourage people from doing too much of that .
because it does turn out to be "hurry up and wait, !' but it often happens. You get
‘the men poised at the initial point and then they stand there for two days. This
is bad, this is a morale problem. I'm not criticizing the Marines.

Q: I know, but a local commander can do it?
A: He can do it, right.

Q: This comparison between North and South Vietnamese aid, the question
the people who have to pay the taxes are asking is that we're giving the South
Vietnamese twice the amount of money to buy this equipment and handling and
everything else as the North Vietnamese. The North Vietnamese are doing twice
as much on the ground. How can you justify...

A: Ican't accept your premise until we look into it further. I dontt accept
it. We don't have that kind of guaranteed fact.

Q: Is what you're saying is that the Defense Department questions the
validity of the recent study prepared by the intelligence community?

® | | MORE
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. ~A: No, I'm not saying that. I'm saying that we want to know further about

what rules they used to break out different costs. It's kind of like the dlscussxons'
that we've had in the past on how much the Soviets spend on defense. If you p\;gt
down all your--this is an extreme case but a possible one--let's say you put your
civilian pay in support of the Defense Department in another pot and then they say
we're only spending this much not counting the civilian pay. We want to know
what the analyst-s did--what pots they assign what to. That's the key to 11:.

Q: If the Defense Department had these questions, why in the world did
General Brown quote approvingly from that report in his recent speech‘? He used
the figures right out of that report.

A: I'm not able to answer that question.

Q: What progress are you making in getting the security file on me (John
-Finney) and other people who have had to go through your security clearance.
Remember I asked for that under the Freedom of Information Act.

A: I'll take that questmn, I don't know. As you do know, we will not do
that anymore. All we're going to require is a letter from your employer saying
you are a bona fide employee and that'll be good enough. Mr. Laitin will make the.
decision as to getting a building pass. So if you find that somebody's mvest1gatmg
you, as [ said the other day, better get worried because it won't be us.

Q: I'm still interested in getting that security file,
A: Okay.

END
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FROM OASD/PA
FOR INFORMATION AND PURLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS
SUBJECT: NEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING

PART I: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING BY ASD/PA LAITIN,
WEDNESDAY, MAY 7, 1975, 11:15 A.M. '

L. IN RESPONSE TO POPULAR DEMAND, YOU SHOULD HAVE CNPIES
OF THE MEWS RELEASES AND OTHER DATA WHICH YOU NORMALLY GET
AT THE CONCLUSION OF THESE BRIEFINGS AND JUST TO MAKE SURE
YOU'VE GOT EVERYTHING THOUGH, LET ME OUICKLY RUN DOWN FOR THE
RECORD WHAT'S ON THE HILL TODAY:

DASD/COMPTROLLER FREN WACKER, BEFORE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS
DEFENSE SURCOMMITTEE CONCERNING OVER ALL 0O&M BUDGET REQUEST;
ASD/MERA WILLTAM BREHM, ASD/COMPTROLLER TERENCE MCCLARY AND
BRIGADER GENERAL EMMETT W, BOWERS OF THE DEFENSE CUMMISSARY
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 1177 UNCLAS - ‘ '
STUDY GROUP BEFORE OPEN SESSTON OF HOUSE ARMED SERVICES INVES-
TIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMMISSARIES: MR, PERRY FLIAKAS,
DIRECTOR OF THE FACILITY PROGRAMMING, GASD/IEL, E. R. HARRING-
TON, OASD/TI&L, LT. GEN. WARREN JOHNSOM, DIRECTOR OF DNA AND
CLT. GEN. DANIEL GRAHAM, DIRECTOR NF DIA, BEFORE OPEN SESSTON

OF THE HOUSE ARMED SERVICES MILITARY CONSTRICTION SUBCOMMITTEE;S
DR. JOSEPH RYERSON, CHATRMAN OF DOD METRICATION PANEL AND
MESSRS. FOX AND MITCHELL OF OASD/I&L BEFORE OPEN SESSION OF
MOUSE SCTENCE AND TECENOLNGY SUBCOMMITTEE ON METRICATINN. ;

SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE APPROVED THE NUMINATION OF
LT. GEN. LOUTS WILSON TO BE COMMANDANT 0OF THE MARINE CORPS
AND VOTED TO SEND HIS NOMINATTON [TO THE FLOOR OF THE SENATE
FOR CONMFIRMATION. | _

2. SPEECHES: DASH/MERA (EOUAL IMPPORTUNITY) H, 8. FRANCIS
SPOKE ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN AT A MEETING AT THE WHITE HOUSE
YESTERNDAY AND TEXTS OF HIS REMARKS ARE AVATLABLE. ’

3. THERE'S ALSO THE MEMORANDUM T- HOPE YOU HAVE ON THE
REFUGEE STATUS FIGURES. 1 JUST MANT 7O POINT OUT THAT THE
FIGURES ARE A LITTLE DIFFERENT TODAY THAN THEYIRE  YESTERDAY
BECAUSE DAY BY DAY WFE'RE REFINING THE FIGURES AS WF GET MORE
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS. 1177 UNCLAS J
AND MORE DATA. o

4. S YOU RECALL, | ADVISED YGU LAST THURSDAY THAT THE
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REMAINS NOF THE TWO MARINES KILLED AT TAN SON NHUT WERE ON

THE MIDWAY. A FEW DAYS AGD WF WERE ADVISFD BY THE MIDWAY

THAT THE BODIES NF THE TWO MARINES WERE NOT ARQARD THAT VESSEL
AND SINCE WE RECEIVED THAT REPORT, WE'VE BEEM MAKING A THORDUGH
SEARCH THROUGHOUT THE FLEET T0O DETERMINE THE WHEREAROUTS OF THE
BONDIES. RUT LATE YESTERDAY, AFTER TALKING T6 aLlL THOSE INVOLVED
AT TAN SON NHUT AND CHECKING THE INCOMING REPORTS OF VARIOUS
SHIPS AND PEOPLE AT THE FMBASSY WHO WERE INVOLVED, WE CAME TO

THE CONCLUSION THAT THERE WAS FVFRY PROBABILITY THAT THE BODIES OF
THE TWO SLAIN MARINES ARE STILL AT THFE SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST HOS-
PITAL IN SATGON. AS SDON AS WF WERE CONVINCED THF ORIGINAL INFOR-
MATTION WAS WRONG, THF NEXT OF KIN WERE NOTIFIED ULATE LAST NIGHT
TO THIS EFFECT. I JUST WANTED TO ADD THAT THE STATE OEPARTMENT,

1 CAM ASSURE YOU, IS NOW DOING EVERYTHING POSSIBLE AND WILL
CONTINUE TO DO EVERYTHING TO DETERNINE WHERE THFE BODIES ARE AND
TO ARRANGE FOR THEIR RETURN., - C :

Q: WHY WERENM'T THFY BROUGHT OWT?

A THAT GETS VERY COMPLICATED) IKE (PAPPAS, C8S)s YOU RECALL
PAGE 4 RUFKJCS 1177 UNCLAS | _ .

THE TWO MARINES WERE KILLED AT TAN SON NHUT BEFORE THE ACTUAL
EVACUATTON GOT UNDERWAY, THEIR BODIES WERE TAKEM T0 THE NEARRBY
ADVENTIST HOSPITAL. WHEN PEQPLE AT THE EMBASSY AMD THE MARINE
CONTINGENT CALLED THE HOSPITAL, THEY APPARENTLY WERE TOLD BY
HOSPITAL OFFICIALS THERE THAT THE -AMERTCAN AUTHORITIES HAD
REMOVED THE RADIES WITHOUT INENTIFYING THEM AND BFCAUSF DF THE
SHIFTLY MOVING EVENTS OF THAT MONDAY AND TUESDAY, 1T WAS ONE OF
THOSE CASES WHERE APPARENTLY DIFFERENT PEOPLE IN CHARGE THOUGHT
IT HAD BEEN TAKEN CARE QF, IT WAS CERTAINLY NOT THAT THE EFFORT
HAD NOT REEN MADE FROM FVERYTHING ['VE READ OF THE ACCOUNTS, ¢

O: [ HEARD ONF STORY THAT THEY KNEW THAT THE RUDIES WERE STILL
AT THE HOSPITAL BUT THEY COULDN'T GET OUT OF THE COMPOUND BECAUSE
IT WAS SURROUNMNDED: IS THAT CORRECT?

At T HAVE NOT HEARD THAT STORY. ALL 1 HAVE SEFM, AND T'YE DONF
A LOT OF READING OF CARLES AND T'VE DONE A LOT 0OF TALKING TO
PENPLE WHO HAVE BEEN MAKING THE SFARCH, AND AS NFEARLY AS I CAN
FIGURE, WITH ALL THE EFFORT THAT HAD BEFN MANF, THEY HAD ASSUMED
THAT THE BODIES HAD BEEN MOVED QUT BY FIXED-WING AIRCRAFT BEFORE
THE ACTUALL HELICOPTER EVACUATION BEGAN,Y

Q: FIXED=-WING TO THE MIDWAY? - ‘

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 1177 UNCLAS . _

A: AT FIRST 1T WAS RY FIXED-WING AND THEY ASSUMED THEY WERE
GOING TO THAIUAND, I THINK, I'M NOT CERTAIN AROUT THAT. BUT THEN
IN THE ENSUING HOURS  SONEHODY BELIEVED THAT THEY HAD REEN TAKEN
OUT BY HELICOPTER AND THAT'S WHY WE GOT THE REPORT FROM THE
EMBASSY THAT IT WAS UNDERSTOOD THE BONIES HAD BEEN FLOWN TO THE
MIDWAY. FNR A COUPLE OF DAYS, THIS WAS THE ASSHMPTION UNTIL WE
CHECKED THE MIDWAY  TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THFE REMOVAL AND
WERE ADVISED THE BODIES WERE NOT ABOARD, THEN WE KEGAN TO SEARCH
AMONG THE OTHER SHIPS, - : :

O: CAN WE GET THE NAMES OF THOSE TwW0O MARINES?
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A: CORPORAL CHARLES MCMAHON, JR., OF WOBURN, MASS., AND LANCE
CORPORAL DARWIN L, JUDGE, NF MARSHALLTNWN, I0OWA. BOTH THESE
MARINES WERE SERVIMG WITH THE MARINE SECURITY GUARD DETACHMENT
AT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN SAIGON.

0: YDOU SAY YOU GOYT THE REPORT FROM THE EMBASSY?

A: YES, '

0: DO YOU MEAN IT CAME IN HERE TO THE PENTAGON OR TO THF STATE
NEPARTMENT? _ : '

A: T ASSUME IT CAME IN BOTH PLACES. IT WAS A REPORT FROM THE
EMBASSY. ;

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 1177 UNCLAS , :

Dt SO FAR YOU HAVE NOT BEEN ABLE TO COMFIRM THAT THEY ARE IN
FACT AT THE HOSPITAL, RIGHT/ : .

Az ND.I SAID THE PROBABILITY EXISTS.

O: THAT'S WHAT T UNDERSTONND. WIiTH THE CHANGE IN GOVFRNMENTS,
HOW DO YOU 6O AROUT TRYING TO FIND THIS OUT? WHAT ARE THE EFFORTS
THAT ARE BEING MANE? :

. A: THERE ARE MANY, MANY AVEMUES AVAILARLE AND THE STATE DFPART-
MENT IS EXPLORING ALL OF THEM, _

Q: DO AMY OF THE REPORTS THAT YOU GET INDICATF HOW MANY o
AMERICANS MAY HAVE BEEN LEFT BEHIND, FITHER IN JAIL OR OTHERWISE
NOT AIRLIFTED QUT? :

A: THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN MANILA HAS SENT T0O THE DFPARTMENT
OF STATE AND THE DEPARTMENT. OF DEFENSE A LIST CONTAINING THE NAMES
OF SOME 30 AMERICANS AND ABOUT 25 PERSONS OF OTHER NATIONALITIES
WHO WERE REPORTED TO BE IN SAIGON,

THE LIST WAS COMPILED WHEN VIETNAM EVACUEES AT SURIC BAY WERE
INTERVIFWED BY U.S. AUTHORITIFS. THE VIETNAM EVACYUEES INDICATED
THAT TO THE BEST OF THEIR KNOWLEDGE THESE PEOPLE REMAINED IN ¥
VIETNAM, THIS IS NOT CONFIRMED AND IS BASED UPDON THEIR PERSONAL
RECOLLECTINMS. NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS AVAILABRLE AT THIS
BT :
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TIME, THE LIST OF NAMES 1S BEING CHECKED AGAINST A MASTER COMPUTER
LIST MAINTAINED RY THE USS BLUE RIDGF. ' o
Q: THOSE TWO MARINES WERE KILLED ON MONDAY AFTERNOON, 0OUR Q)
TIME, WASNYT [T? . _
A: AS T RECALL, IT WAS ABOUT 4:3¢ IN THE AFTERNOON, OUR TIME. o
(FYI: 94%¥, 29 APRIL 1975, SAIGON TIME) 2
Q: APRIL 28, WAS IT? ’
A: MONDAY. 1T WAS AS THE RESULT OF A HEAVY ARTILLERY ROCKET

THAT LANDED NEAR THE DAO COMPDUND. gh
Q: IS THE REMOVAL OF AIRCRAFY FROM THAILAMH STILL IMN SUS-

PENSTON? £
A: ITT IS NOW TEMPORARILY 1IN SUSPbNSION BUT AS YOU KNOW WE R

DID GET A FORMAL REQUEST FROM THE THAI CABIMET AND WE'RE DIS-

CUSSING WITH THE THAIS THE FINAL StTTLhMtNT OF THE PROBLEM. &

PAGE . RUEKJCS 1178 UNCLAS ' =

G: H JW MANY. DID YOU GET OUT BEFORE THE SUSPENSION TOOK PLACE?
: At APPARENTLY AS MUCH AS THE MIDWAY COULD CARRY. THEY WERE,
FULLY LOADED: THERE'S STILL SOME EQUIPMENT THERE BUT IT'S REALLY | i
IN SMALL AMOUNTS: SUME OF IT'S DAMAGED FROM WHAT I COULD LEARN
THE EOUIPMENT LEFT. INCLUDED SOME HIGH VALUE EQUIPMENT, SIX £-7S .
WHICH ARE RELATIVELY SMALL TRANSPORT PLANES THAT HAVE FACILITY O
FOR GETTING INTO AND OUT OF SMALL PLACES,

Q: LEFT BEHIND?

2
A: IT 1S STILL THERE. AS YOU KNOW, WE BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE Q
LEGAL RIGHT TO THIS FOUIPMENT. F : '
O: THE ORIGINAL REMOVAL OF EQUIPMENT WAS DONE WITH THE AP— »
PROVAL OF THE THAT CABINET, WAS 1T.NOT? ®
At IT WAS DONE, AS 1 UNDERSTAND® 1T, BEFORE THEY FORMALLY
PROTESTED. ~ "
G: THE OTHER AIRCRAFT THERE ARt WHAT, OBSERVATION —-=DID THEY . o
GFT OUT ALL THE F-5S87? t !
A:THE DNFS THAT WEREFE IN GOOD CUNDITIDN. I DON'T HAVE A BRE@K— Ie
DOWN., “d
0F 1T WAS SAID THERE WERE 120 AIRPLANES THERE = DOES THAT
MEAN THAT WE GOT OUT 117 AIRCRAFT, LET'S SAY? -
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS. 1178 UNCLAS ; ~)
A: THERE WERE QUITE A FEW HELPCUPTERS THAT FLFW QUT TO THE ‘
MIDWAY, THEY WEREN'T TAKEN TO THAILAND. _ ‘3
O 7 2o 44X ’/7/
| | , , .
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0: THEY'RE NOT INCLUDED IN THE 126 THOUGH?

A: THERE WERE TWENTY=SEVEN A=37S; TWENTY=FIVE F-5S; 48 HELI~
COPTERS, M2ST NF WHICH WERE PLUWN ON BOARD, INCLUDING FIVE AIR
AMERTCA HUEY HELICOPTERS. : : :

D1 YOUSRE SAYING THESE ARF DN THE MIDWAY?

A: YES. . ’

THEN THERE'S AN 0O-1 WHICH IS AN NBSEFRVATION PLANF.
" Q: FIVE ATR AMERICA?

A YES, 1 DON'T KNOW WHAT KIND THOSE ARE; JUST SAYS AIR
AMERICA HERE,

0: THERE WERE SUME C-13#S FLOWN QUT TOO?

A: T RELIEVE THERE '»'}-Rf—, BUT 1 DONTT KMNOW HOW MANY .,

0: WERE SOME OF THFE PLANES ACTUALLY LIFTED BY HFLICOPTERS
OUT TO THE CARRIFER? '

A: T DON'T HAVE THE DRAMATIC DETAILS OF IT, EXCEPT WHAT 1
READ IN THE NEWSPAPERS OF MEN WHO WERE THERE AND APPARENTLY
SAW IT.

O: SAW THEM ACTUALLY LIFTING THE AIRCRAFT?

PAGE 4 RUFKJCS 1178 UNCLAS

A: APPARENTLY, BUT I DON'T HAVE ANY REPDRTS OR COLOR ON THAT.

Q: SO, MOST IF NOT ALL OF THE FLYABLE ATIRCRAFT THAT WERE THERF
HAVE BEEN NOW RECOVERED BY THE UMITED STATFS. IS THAT CORRECT?

A: THAT!'S PROBABLY A FAIR ASSUMPTION TOD MAKE,

Q: THE 48 HELICOPTERS WERE NOT TN THE ORIGINAL 122 COUNT,
WERE THFY?

Az T DON'T KNOW WHTHER THEY WERE OR NOT, ACTUALLY. , ,

O: THEY WEREN'T IN THATLIST THAT WE GOT HERE: THAT WAS ALL
FIXED-WING ATRCRAFT,

O: THAT LIST YOU GAVE US HAS 38 F~5S3; THAT MEANS THREE ARF,
STILL THERE? ‘ :

A: THEY COULD BE THERF AND I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THEY WERE
LEFT BEHIND BECAUSE THFY WERE DAMAGED OR WHAT. A LOT OF THE FQUIP-
MENT THAT IS STILL THERF IS APPARENTLY NOT OPFRABLE WITHOUT AD-
NITIONAL WORK., '

Q: WEREN'T TWO OF THE F=5S FLOWN TO KORAT FDR THE U.Se. AIR
FORCE? : | :

A: I DON'T KNOW.

O: SECRETARY SCHLESINGER SPOKE| AT MAXWF[L THE OTHER DAY, IT
WASN'T PUBLICIZED. DO YOU HAVE ANY’HING ON THAT?

PAGE 5 RUFKJCS 1178 UNCLAS ; .

At HIS TALK WAS OFF THE RECORD 11,309 AIR FORCE NFFICFERS
ATTENDING THE/ ATR WAR COLLEGE. HF SPENT AN HOUR TALKING TO THEM
AND AN HOUR ANSWERING THEIR QUESTIONS, )

O: WAS IT JUST A TALK DR WAS THERE A TOPIC? .

A: IT RANGED OVER ALL 0OF MILITARY AFFAIR% AND IT WAS ALL OFF
THE RECORD AND CONSIDERED SECRET.|

D: CAN YOU TELL US ANYTHING ABOUF HIS MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR
CARLUCCT AND WHAT THEY TALKED ABOUT?

At T THINK HE'S STILL UP THEREL AT LEAST WHEN I CHECKED HE
WAS ARNUT TO GO IN. '
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D: THERE WERE REFERENCES MADE BY HENRY KISSINGER TO ALTER-
NATIVES THAT WOULD BE AVAILABLE IF THE PORTUGUESE BASES WERE
NOT AVAILABLE TO US. IS HE DISCUSSING THAT WITH HIM PERHAPS?

At I'M SURE HE'S NISCUSSING ALL THE PROBLEMS WE MAY FACE 1IN
PORTUGAL . THERE'S NO AGENDA. ' '
N: YOU IMPLIED EARLIER THAT THESE PLANES WERE MOVED BEFORE
THEY FORMALLY PROTESTED. AN FFFORT TO SWIFTLY REMOVE THEM FROM

THE COUNTRY BEFORE THEY CAN ACT IS THE IMPLICATION?

At THAT WASN'T THE IMPLICATION THAT 1 WAS MAKING. I WAS
SIMPLY POINTING OUT THAT THE MIDWAY WAS CARRYING ALL THE EXCESS
PAGE 6 RURKJCS 1178 UNCLAS '

FOUIPHMENT IT COULD HANDLE AND SAILED AWAY WITH IT. MEANTIME,
WE ARE NEGOTTIATING WITH THE THAI GOVERNMENT WITH THE HOPE NF
SETTLING THE DIFFERENCES.

0t WE ARE NEGOTIATING WITH THE THAT GOVERNMENT AND THEY HAVE
ASKED US TO LEAVE WITHIN A YEAR. ARE WE ALSO MEGOTIATING THEIR
PAYING US FOR UTAPAD, AND ALL OF THOSE OTHER BASES THAT WE BUILT
THERE 1IN RECENT YEARS, WHICH THEY WILL NOW INHERIT? .

A: T DON'T KNOW BUT T IMAGINE THAT WILL EMERGF AS THE DISCUS-
SIANS CONTINUE.,

0: WAS THAT AN OFFICIAL RFQUEST BY THEM THAT WE LFAVE?

A: T DON'T KNOW. IT WAS AN OFFICIAL REQUEST ABOUT KEEPING THE
EQUIPMENT THERE, BUT I DON'T KNOW THE OTHER DETAILS.

Q: ARE YUOU ACKNOWLENGIMG OFFICIALLY THAT WE HAVE BEEN ASKED
TO LEAVE BY A PARTICULAR DAY? RY A4Y DAY?

At 1 DON'T KNOW, LLOYD (NORMAN, NEWSWEEK). I DON'T RECALL
SEEING THAT [N THE COMMUNIQUE, BUT THAT'S EASILY CHECKED.

0: YOUR ANSWFR COULD BF INTERPRETED AS AN INDICATION THAT YOU
ACKNOWLEDGE THAT. . v
Ay 1 DIDN'T MEAN TO ACKNOWLEDGE, AS I DON'T HAVE ANY FIRST-

HAND KNMOWLEDGE AT THE MOMENT, :

BT
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Q: HAVE YOU GOT A BREAKDOWN YET AVAILABLE OF THE PLAKFS THAT
WERE REMOVED OQUT OF THE NEXT INCREMENT OF WITHDRAWLS FROM THATLAND?
A: A LOT DF THAT DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT EQUIPMENT IS BEING

)

PULLED TOGETHER NOW AND WHEN IT'S AVAILABLE TO ME, I'LL Bt HAPPY

TO MAKFE IT AVATILABRLE TN YOU.

Q: WHAT'S THE STATUS OF THE STUDY THAT 'S RFINb MADE OF WHAT
WAS LEFT BEHIND IN VIETNAM OF VALUE?

A: T ALSO MEANT TD ALLUDE TO THAT MATTER OF GATHERING THIS
INFORMATION, i

Q: IS IT STILL GOING ON? '

A Y%S.

0: WHEN DD YDU EXPECT TO GET THAT?

A 1 DON'T KNOW, SOMETIME IN THE NEAR FUTURE, 1 WOULD HOPE.

Q: AFTER WE ANNQUNCED THAT WE WOULD STOP REMOVING THE AIR-
PAGE 2 RUFEKJCS 1179 UNCLAS .
CRAFT FROM THAILAND, DID THE MIDWAY SAIL BEFORE THAT POINT OR
AFTER THAT POINT, AFTER THEY ANNUUNCED FUORAMLLY?

A: T DON'T KNOW WHAT THE TIMING WAS. WHEN SHE WAS FULLY LOADED
WITH EQUIPMENT, SHE SATLED. WHEN THE FORMAL REGUEST WAS RECEIVED,
WE HONORED IT AND ENTERED INTOD NEGOTIATIONS ARODUT THE REMAINING

EQUIPMENT WHICH WE FEFL IS OURS.

Q: THE THAI FOREIGNM MINISTER, AT LEAST STATED IN THE PRESS,
THAT THATLAND INTENDED TO KEEP CONTROL OF THOSE PLANES. WOULD
THEY HAVE TO MAKE A FORMAL DECLARATION OF THLS I[MTENT?

A: T DON'T KNOW WHAT THE PROTOCOL INVOLVED IS, BUT WE ARE
INVOLVED IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH THEN AS A RESULT OF THEIR
INITIATIVE.

O: CAN YOU SAY ANYTHING FURTHER ONTHE AIR COMBAT FIGHTER
DECISION? WHAT TS THE SECRETARY GOING TO DO AND WHEN?

A: YOU MEAN ON THE F-187 NO, 8UT, THE MORE I GO INTO THAT
MATTER, THE MORE T'M CONVINCED MAYBE WE OUGHT TO HAVE DNE 0OF
THE F-18 EXPERTS NDOWN HERE TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS, IN LOOK-

ING OVER THE TRAMSCRIPT OF DR. POTTER, I COULDM'T SEE ANY CON-

FLICT THERE. IF YOU DON'T HAVE COPIES OF IT, I'LL BE GLAD TO

GIVE YOU ANOTHER, AND IF YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL DUESTIONS, I

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 1179 UNCLAS

THINK THAT., 4+ « " A ‘
Q:POTTER INDICATED THAT HE EXPECTED THE DECISION BY THE
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SECRETARY IN 4 MATTER DF DAYS. HE INDICATED IT MIGHT BE REFORE
THE TESTIMONY BEQAN ON THE HILL YESTERDAY. HF SEFMED VERY CLEAR
IN THAT HE WAS SIGNALING HIS EXPECTATION OF AN FARLY SCHLESINGFR
DECISION,

A WHENM [T LOOKED INTO THAT 1 CAME TO THE COMCLUSION THAT THE
OVERALL PROGRAM CONCEPT AND THE CONTRACTOR CHOICE FOR THE F-18
OR THE F=17 DERIVATIVE, DEPENDING ON WHAT YOU WANT TO CALL IT,
HAS THE FULL SUPPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE AND THIS 1S
A PERIOD WHERE THIS DETAILED DFFINMITION BEFORE THE FINAL APPROVAL
IS MADE FOR THE FULL-SCALE SYSTL4 DEVELOPMENT AND I COULDN'T SEE
ANY COMFLICT.

O: DR. POTTER SAID, I LOOKED AT THE TRANSCRIPT YFSTERDAY, HE
DEFINITELY REFERRED TO THE FULL-SCALE DEVELOPHMENT. HE SAID THAT
C HE EXPECTED AN AFFIRMATIVE ANSWER 1IN A VERY FEW DAYS. DR. CURRIF
CAME QUT YESTERDAY IN HIS TESTIMONY AND SAID APPROVAL WOULDN'T
BE UNTIL LATE SUMMER,

A: [ WENT INTQ THAT AND I THINK THEY MIGHT HAVE BEENM TALKING
ABOUT TWO DIFFERENT THINGS. I'LL GET A STATEMENT FROM NDR. CURRIF
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 1179 UNCLAS
DR DR. POTTER ABDUT THAT ANMD POST 1T, THE CONTRACTUAL MATTERS
ARE A LITTLE TOO COMPLICATED FOR ME TO ABSORB IN A COUPLE OF
HOURS, BUT I'LL HAVE THEM PREPARE THIS. » o «

Q: DO YOU FIND THAT THERE'S ANY RELATIONSHIP TO THIS DECISION
BY THE FOUR~-COUNTRY CONSORTIUM OVERSEAS?

Acs, T DON'T BFELIEVE THFRE IS. NO. .

Q: THEY WOULD EITHER BF FACED WITH A' PRSSIRBLE CHOICE OF TwO
PLANES DR JUST THE F=16. WOULD WE BE DEFERRING THE DECISION ON
THE F~16 IN QRDER JUST TO GIVE THE FOUR COUNTRIES? ¥

A: YDU'RE GETTING INTO A VERY DELICATE AREA WHICH I DON'T
FEEL COMPETENT AT THE MOMENT TO ADDRESS MYSELF TO, IfLL BE
GLAD TO PRODUCE THE PEOPLE WHO CAN.

RD: CAN I SUGGEST THAT YOU ASK TWE SECRETARY TO TELL US WHAT
HE HAS ALREADY DECIDED ABQUT THE F-18 AND WHAT HE FEELS HE HAS
" LEFT TO DECIDE?

A: SURE. : | ,

0: THE THING THAT PUZZLED US YESTERDAY WAS THAT BOTH DR.
CURRIE AND DR.POTTER REFERRED TO FULL-SCALE DEVELOPMENT; THEY
BOTH USFED EXACTLY THE SAMF WORDS, DR. CURRIE SAYING LATE SUMMER
AN DR, POTTER SAYING IN A VERY ka DAYS. HE SALD-THAT TWICF.
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 1179 UNCLAS s

A: THERE'S' NO REASON WHY THAT CUNFUSTON SHOULD REMAIN AND
I'Lq N0 MY BEST TO HAVE THAT CLEARED UP BY PEOPLE WHO ARE FAR
MORE QUALIFIED. WHEN 1 ASK FOR ANSWERS ON THINGS LIKE THAT N
Amoll GET LITTLE PARAGRAPHS THAT DON'YT SATISFY MF, I THINK
THAT THE PEOQPLE WHO ARE IN CHARGEiUF THESE THINGS OUGHT TO
ADDRESS THEMSELVES, i :

Ol: WE NCED AN F-18 EXPERT 710 ANSH R A LOT OF OTHER QUESTIONS.
At 1 THDUGHT THAT HAD ALL BEEN%TAKFN CARE OF WHEN WE BROUGHT -
POTTER DOWN HERE LAST WEFK., f
oh NOES THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE APPROVE THE USE OF THE

DR .
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GOVERNMENT FUNDS BY THE AIR FORCE LEGISLATIVE LIAISON OFFICE TO
THROW A CUCKTAIL PARTY FOR STAFF MEMBERS 0OF CUNGRESS WHEMN THEY
WATCH A B-1 MOVIE?

A: THE WAY YOU PUT IT, I DON'T KNOW HOW ANYBO)Y COULD APPROVE
OF IT, JOHN (FINNEY, NY TIMES).

O: I THINK IT'S A FAIRLY FACTUAL STATEMENT OF WHAT OCCURRED
AND T'M JUST ASKING WHETHER THF SECRETARY APPRUVES OF SUCH USE
OF GOVERNMENT FUNDS?

A: 1 CAN SAY WITH SOME DEGREE OF SURFTY THAT HE WOULD APPROVE
OF NO IMPROPER EXPENDITURE 0OF FUNDS.

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 1179 UNCLAS :

O: THAT OF COURSE IS NOT REALLY MY QUESTION., MY NEXT QUESTION
ISy DOES HE REGARD SUCH USE OF FUNDS AS A PROPER OR IMPROPER USE
OF GOVERNMENT FUNDS?

A: T'LL BE GLAD TO OISCUSS 1T WITH HIM SOMETIME, IT!'S A PER-
FECTLY GOOD QUESTIONS I'M NOT DISREGAPDING YOUR QUESTIMNN,

Q: T HOPE YOU'RE NOT: I DON'T PRESENT IT FK[VHLDUSLY, I
THINK IT!'S OUTRAGEQUS.

A: PLESE DON'T REGARD MY ANSVF AS FIRVOLOUS,

Q: THE HANDQUT ON THE USD, IT SAYS THE BLUE RIBBON COMMITTEE
RECOMMENDED CONTINUED UNITED WAY FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE USO,
RUT IT DAESN'T SAY WHETHER THE USO IS GOING TO GET CONTINUED
FINANCTAL SUPPORTs: THEN IT GOES ON TO SAY THE USD SAYS 1T WILL
NEED A MILLION DOLLARS MORE AND. + + & '

A: T'LL TAKE YQUR QUESTION AND I'LL ARRANGE FOR SOMEBODY TO
GIVE YOU MORE DETAILS OMN IT. :

Q: ON THE THAI NEGOTIATIONS, WHAT ELSE COULD THEY BE&E DISCUS-
SING? WHAT EQUIPMENT ARE YOU REFERRING T0? ¥

Ar T SAID THERE WAS MDRE EQUIPNENT THERE., ALTHOUGH MOST OF
THE HIGH VALUE EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN TAKEN QUT. ‘

“Q: DO YQU HAVE A TOTAL VALUE ON THE EQUIPMENT?

BT '
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A: I DON'T HAVE A MONEY FIGURE,
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SECTION 1 OF 2 ~; By Originator.
EROM OASD/PA
FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS DFFICERS
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING

PART I: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING BY ASD/PA LAITIN,
THURSDAY, MAY 8, 1975, 11:15 A.M.

L. YOU ALL HAVE THE MATERIAL IN ADVANCE AGAIN THIS MORNING,
['VE ASKED DR. MALCOLM CURRIE 70O COME DOWN HERE THIS MORNING
CAND ANSWER ANY OF THOSE QUESTIONS YOU BROUGHT UP YESTERDAY
ABOUT THE F=18 AND HE SHOULDE BE HERE SHORTLY. HE CAN ONLY
STAY FOR A FEW MINUTES. HE'S GOT TO CATCH A PLANE BUT 1
THOUGHT WITH QUESTIONS LIKE THAT, IF THEY REALLY ARE THAT MUCH
ON YOUR MIND OUGHT TO BE ANSWERED BY THE TOP MAN.

2. THE PRIME MINISTER OF SINGAPORE, MR. LE GUAN YEW WILL
VISIT SECRETARY SCHLESINGER HERE IN THE PENTAGON AT 2:30 P .M,
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 1319 UNGLAS .
TOMORROW .

O: WHEN WAS THAT APPOINTMENT ARRANCED, CAN YOU TELL US THAT,
WAS 1T WEEKS AGO OR JUST NOW? .

A: T DON'T KNOW. T CAN LET YQU KNOW LATER. IT NEVER OCCURRED
TO ME TO FIND OUT WHEN.,

3, SECRETARY OF THE NAVY J, WILLIAM MIDDENDORF, 11, WILL
SIGN A CONTRACT AGREEMENT TODAY: AUTHORIZ ING DONATION OF THE
AIRCRAFT CARRIER USS YORKTOWN TO THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.
THE NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE
CEREMONY WHICH WILL BE HELD IN THE U.S. CAPITOL., ROOM EFLOUY
AT 3106 P.M. ‘

4. DEPUTY SECRETARY CLEMENTS WILL ADDRESS AN AEROSPACE
LUNCHEON OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERGCE OF LDS ANGELES TOMORROW
AND WE'LL HAVE.THE ADVANCE TEXT HERE.

5. YOU HAVE IN YOUR PACKAGE THE RELEASE ABOUT THE 19
CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES OF. THE DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY WHO
WILL BE PRESENTED THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD AT 2 P.M.
FRIDAY, IN ROOM 5A1070.

6. YOU HAVE THE INDGCGCHINA REFUGEE STATUS,.

INDOCHINA REFUGEES ARE PRESENTLY LOCATED AS FOLLOWS:
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 1314 UNCLAS .

AT SEA ENROUTE TO PACIFIC SITES. o o o 16,678

AT U.S. PACIFIC BASES. o & o 4 o o o o 459,877

0% 2

DECLASSIFIED

o 72

Y
v:
%

Lrad

£

o

£y

el

o

\Em»}




DECLASSIFIED

N _ |
AT CONUS U.S. BASES: FORT CHAFEE o . &« « 7,808

CAMP PENDLETON o . 15,482
EGLIN AFB v o o « 619
COMPLETED PROCESSING AND DEPARTED o « o o o 13,362

T. YOU ASKED ME YESTERDAY ABOUT THE MIDWAY AND I'LL ANSWER
THAT JUST AS SOON &S WE HAVE DR. CURRIF UP HERE.

GENTLEMEN, DR. CURRIE, '

(DR. MALCOLM CURRIE, DIRECTOR, DEFFENSE RESFARCH AND ENGINEERING
DISCUSSED WITH MEWSMEN THE NAVY'S DECISION ON SELECTING THE,. -
F-18 AS THE NAVY LIGHTWEIGHT FIGHTER,)

_ MR. LAITIN: YESTFRDAY YOU ASKED ABOUT THE SAILING OF THE
MIDWAY FRCOM THAILAND. 1 CHECKEF ON IT. THE MIDWAY ARRIVED

TO LAOD THE FORMER VIETNAMESE AIRCRAFT WITH THE APPROVAL OF

THE APPROPRIATE THAI OFFICIALS AND IT DEPARTED THAILAND AT

11:30 P,.M. MONDAY, LOCAL THAI TIME, WHICH WAS 15 HOURS BEFORE

THE ROYAL THAI GOVERNMENT REQUESTED AND THE U.S. AGREED TO A

TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF THE REMOVAL OF THE REMAINING AIRCRAFT,

Q: WHO WERE THE APPROPRIATE THAI OFFICIALS? WE HAD NEWS
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 1310 UNCLAS
REPORTS FROM THREE DIFFERENT THAI OFFICIALS.

A: THAT'S THE WAY IT WAS DESCRIBFED TO MF BY OUR EMBASSY IN
BANGKOK AND 1 ASSUME THEY KNOW WHO THE APPRROPRIATE AUTHORITIES
ARE, : :
Dt LAST NIGHT THE WHITE HOUSE GAVE A FIGURE OF 259 AIRPLANES
WHICH HAVE BEEN RECOVERED. WILL THOSE NOW BE GOING TO THE U.S.
INVENTORY? WILL THAT BE REFLECTED IN THE LESS NEED FOR FUTURE
PROCUREMENT? ‘

A: 1 DON'T KNOW HOW TO ANSWER THE LAST PART (OF YDUR QUESTION.
THE ANSWER TO THE FIRST PART OF YOUR GQUESTION, IS YES. THE FIG-
URES USED YESTERDAY WERE 254 AND FR(M THE PRESS REPORTS THERE'S
A LITTLE CONFUSION ABOUT WHETHER THAT INCLUDED THE OTHER AIR-,
CRAFET THAT I REFERRED TO HERE YESTERDAY, THE ANSWER IS THAT THE
254 FIGURE INCLUDED THE 122, THERE SEEMS T0O HAVE BEEN SOME CON-
FUSION THAT IN THENEWS REPORTS THAT [ READ

LET MF GO INTO THAT THIS WAY. THE 250 AIRCRAFT WHICH INCLUDFD
25 HELICOPTERS WERE FLOWN BY CAMBODIAN AND VIEFTNAMESE PILOTS TO
THAILAND FROM THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES, EXCEPT FOR SEVEN OF
THESE 250, WHICH WERE FLOWN TO SINGAPORE. THE 48 HELICOPTERS
THAT [ REFERRED TO YFSTERDAY, ABOARD THE MIDWAY, WERE FLOWN
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 1310 UNCLAS i
DIRECTLY TO THE MIDWAY FROM VIETNAM BY VIETNAMESE PILOTS.

Q: THE 48 ARE INCLUNDED IN THE 25627

At NO, THEY ARE NOT INCLUDED?

Q: SO, WE ACTUALLY GOT 38# AIRPLANES OUT OF THERE?

A: SO FAR, BUT WHEN YOU PUT IT THAT WAY YOU ARE DISREGARDING
A LOT OF HELICOPTERS AND PLANES THAT FLEW QUT TO DTHER SHIPS
AND WERE DROPPED INTO THE SFA,

Q: WE ARE TRYING TO FIND QUT HOW MANY AIRCRAFT OF ALL TYPES
WE RECOVERED. i

A: IT'S A LITTLE EARLY TO BE DEFINITIVE ABOUT THAT. THAT'S

i
I
i
|
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WHY 1 SAID EARLIER A LOT OF THIS INFORMATION HAS TO BE SORTED

DUT. IT WILL TAKE A FEW DAYS AND 1 HOPE THAT BEFORE TOO LONG WE |

WILL HAVE A FINAL AND OVERALL FIGURE, A

Q: IN RESPONSETO A QUERY YOU SAID THE 122 WAS PART 0OF THE
- 258, IN FACT, PART OF THAT 122 WHICH IS AN ISSUE BETWEEN US .
AND THE THAIS, ABOUT HALF OF THEM ARE IN SUSPENSION RIGHT NOW.
SO WE HAVEN'T RECOVERED THODSE. :

At THAT'S CORRECT. WE'RE TALKING ABOUT THE PLAN&S THAT WERE
.FLOWN DUT OF CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM,.

. Q: THAT WE HAVE IN QUR POSSESSION NOW?
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 131# UNCLAS _

At THAT ALL DEPENDS ON WHAT YOU MEAN 'IN OUR POSSESSION
NOW.!' IT'™M REFERRING TO. THE-PLANES THAT WERE FLOWN DUT OF
CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM TO THAILAND,.

Q: SOME OF WHICH ARE STILL IN DISPUTE?

A: SOME OF WHICH ARE STILL THERE, LET'S PUT IT THAT WAY.:
© -~ Q: HOW WERE THE 128 PLANES TAKEN QUT OF VIETNAM? WERE THESE

AMERICAN PILOTS WHO TOOK THEM QUT, VIETNAMES PILOTS?
- A: NO, THEYWRE VIETNAMESE PILOTS.- :

Q: HAVE YOU HEARD AMYTHING ABDUT THE MARINE BODIES THAT
WERE. LEFT BEHIND?

A: THE STITUATION IS PRETTY MUCH AS 1 PUT IT TO YOU YESTERDAY
ALTHOUGH THERE SEEMS TO BE SOME MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE FACT
THAT WE WITHHELD THE NEWS FROM YDU WHICH REALLY ISN'T SO. WE
JUST GAVE THE INFORMATION TO YOU A FEW HOURS AFTER THE NEXT-0OF-
KIN WERE NOTIFIED ABOUT IT. I NOTICED IN THE NEWS REPORTS,

AT LEAST IN SOME OF THE NEWS REPORTS, SOME MISUNDERSTANDING
- ABQUT THAT, BUT THE FAMILIES WERE NODTIFIED LATE TUESDAY EVENING.

0: I GUESS, THE MISUNDERSTANDING WAS BY THE FAMILIES, THEY
WANTED TO KNOW ‘WHY THEY HADN'T BFEN NOTIFIED. WHY IT TOOK SO
LONG.
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WHY 1 SAID EARLIER A LOT OF THIS INFORMATION HAS TO BE SORTED
OUT. IT WILL TAKE A FFW DAYS AND 1 HOPE THAT BEFORE TOO LONG WE
WILL HAVE A FINAL AND OVERALL FIGURE,

Q: IN RESPONSETO A QUERY YOU SAID THE 122 WAS PART OF THE
257, IN FACT, FART OF THAT 122 WHICH IS AN ISSUFE BETWEEN US
AND THE THAIS, ABOUT HALF OF THEM ARE IN SUSPENSTON RIGHT NOW.
SO WE HAVEN'T RECOVERED THOSE. = , B -

At THAT'S CORRECT. WE'RE TALKING ABOUT THE PLANES THAT- WERE
FLOWN QUT OF CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM, _ ) ‘

Q: THAT WE HAVE.IN QUR POSSESSTON NOW?

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 1319 UNCLAS : ‘

: A: THAT ALL DEPENDS ON WHAT YOU MEAN 'IN DUR. POSSESSION
NOW.' T'M REFERRING TO THE PLANES THAT WERE FLOWN OUT OF

" CAMBODIA AND VIETNAM TO THAILAND. »

Q: SOME OF WHICH ARE STILL IN DISPUTE?

A: SOME OF WHICH ARE STILL THERE, LET'S PUT IT THAT WAY.

Q: HOW WERE THE 128 PLANES TAKEN OUT 0OF VIETNAM? WERE THESE
AMERICAN PILOTS WHO TOCK THEM QUT, VIFTNAMES PILOTS?

A: NO, THEYWRE VIETNAMESE PILOTS.

Q: HAVE YOU HEARD ANYTHING ABOUT THE MARINE BODIFS THAT
WERE LEFT BEHIND? . !

At THE SITUATION 1S PRETTY MUCH AS I PUT IT TO YOU YESTERDAY
ALTHOUGH THERE SEEMS TO BE SOME MISUNDERSTANDING ABOUT THE FACT
THAT WE WITHHELD THE NEWS FROM YOU WHICH REALLY ISN'T SO. WE
JUST GAVE THE INFORMATION TO YOU A FEW HOURS AFTER THE NEXT-0F-
KIN WERE NOTIFIED ABOUT IT. I NOTICED IN THE NFWS REPORTS,y
AT LEAST IN SOME OF THE NEWS REPORTS, SOME MISUNDERSTANDING
ABOUT THAT, BUT THE FAMILIES WERE NUTIFIED LATE TUESDAY EVENING,

Q: I GUESS THE MISUNDERSTANDING WAS BY THE FAMILIES, THEY
WANTED TO KNOW WHY THEY HADN'T BEEN NOTIFIED. WHY IT TOOK SO
LONG.

BT
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SECTION 2 OF 2

A: THEY WERE NOTIFIED AS I THUUGHT I EXPLAINED TO YOU YES-
TERDAY AS SOON -AS WE WERE SURE THAT THE BOOIES OF THE TWO
MARINES WERE NOT ABOARD ANY DF THE SHIPS.

O: THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS HAVE WE LOCATED THE BODIES DEF- .

INITELY  AS IN THE HOSPITAL?

“A: 1 SAID 1 HAVE NO ADDITIOMAL INFORMATION'TO GIVE YOU OTHER
THAN WHAT 1 GAVE TO YOU YESTERDAY.

-~ Q: ISN'T THAT WHY THERE'S A QUESTION ABOUT THE PFLANES IN
SINGAPORE WHETHER THE STATUS IS IN QUESTION OF THE STNGAPORE
GOVERNMENT OR WHETHER THE SINGAPORE GOVERNMENT ACCEPTS IT
THERE. + « &

As T KNOW OF NO QUESTION THAT'S BEEN RAISED ABQUT THEM,

Q: WHERE 1S ERIC VON MARBOD?

A: HE'S ENROUTE BACK TO THE STATES.

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 1311 UNCLAS o .

Q: WILL HE COME BACK WITH ‘AN ACCOUNTING OF MISSING HARDWARE?

At HE'LL COME BACK WITH A GOOD DEAL OF INFORMATION, I'M
SURE .

Q: IN THE FINAL DAYS OF EVACUATION, THERE WERE VARIQUS BODATS
AT NEWPORT FIELD, WHICH AS I RECALL LEFT EMPTY WE WERE TOLD.
WERE THEY TAKING EQUIPMENT OUT OF THE EMBASSY? DID WE SUCCEED -
IN TAKING ANY HARDWARE OUT OF THOSE KINDS OF BOATS OR. + o

A: 1 DON'T KNOW WHETHER WE TOOK ANY EQUIPMENT QUT. I
UNDERSTAND THAT ALL SENSITIVE EQUIPMENT WAS MADE UNUSABLE,

0: WERE THERE ANY RADIOS: WAS THERE ANYTHING TAKEN OUT AT /
ALL?

A: 1 DON'T KNOW. WE CAN FIND THAT QUT PERHAPS WHEN MR, VON
MARBOD RETURNS TO THE STATES.

Q: ONE OF THE THINGS WE'D LIKE TO FIND QUT WHEN HE COMES
BACK 1S HOW MUCH OF THE NAVY WAS SALVAGED, IF ANYTHING? WFE
GAVE THEM AN AWFUL LOT OF PATROL BOATS AND OUN BOATS. . G

A: WHEN HE COMES BACK I PLAN TO TALK WITH HIM, I THOUGHT
THAT THE NUMBER OF VIETNAMESE BOATS WERE ACCOUNTED FOR. 1
DON'T KNOW WHETHER HE WILL HAVE THAT INFORMATION, BUT HE'LL
HAVE AN AWFUL LOT OF INFORMATION. HE WAS IN THE THICK OF IT
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 1311 UNCLAS
AND HE KNOWS HIS BUSINESS IN THAT AREA

Q: I'D LIKE TO KNOW WHAT YOU THOUGHT THE ACCOUNTING WAS.
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I'VE BEEN TRYING FOR TWO WEEKS TO FIND OUT SOMETHING ABOUT
THE VIETNAMESE MAVY AND HAVE BEEM ASSURED THAT NOBODY KNOWS
EXCEPT FOR 29 THAT THEY SPOTTED ON THE HIGH SEAS°

AT THAT'S ALL T OKMOW ABOUT,.

Q: THEY HAD A THIRD OF A BILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF SHIPS
AND CRAFT, I FORGET THE NUMBER.,

A: ULTIMATELY, I HOPE THAT WE WILL HAVF ALL THAT INFOR—
MATION AVAILABLE.WE HAVE JUST COMPLETED ONE OF THE MOST -
FANTASTIC EVACUATIONS IN:QUR HISTORY AND I THINK- THAT THE
MILITARY HAS DONE REMARKABLY WELL™ AT SUPPLY FIGURES AS WE
GO ALONG, THERE'S NO  POINT GETTING INTO A NUMBERS GAME
NOW, WE'LL GET ALL THAT. MATERIAL FOR YOU AS WE RECEIV E IT
SORT IT QUT AND ANALYZE 1IT.

©0: NEVERTHELESS, I WILL CONTINUE TO ASK,.

At T WOULD HOPE SO,

Q: WHETHER YOU CONSIDER THERE'S ANY POINT IN IT OR NOT
BECAUSE I THINK THAT SINCE WE BOUGHT THIS MAVY, WE'RE EN-
TITLED TO FIND QUT WHAT'S HAPPENED TO 1T. JUST AS I'M
PAGE & RUEKJCS 1311 UNCLAS :

CAPPALLED TO DISCOVER HOW MANY MORE AIRPLANES YOU GOT INFOR~
MATIGN ON THAN YOU'VE BEEN TELLING US ABOUT ALL WEEK. WE'VE
BEEN TOLD ABOUT 17¢ INCLUDING 48 HELICDPTERS AND NOW IT
TURNS OUT THERE'S ALMOST 399.

At AS WE GET INFORMATION, I TRY .TO RELAY IT TO YQOU AS
QUICKLY. AS POSSIBLE.

0: YES, BUT THE POLNT IS THE AIRPLANES FROM CAMBODIA
WOULD MOST OBVIOUSLY HAVE ARRIVED IN THAILAND BEFORE THE
AIRPLANES FROM VIETNAM, BUT.WE‘VE-NEVER HAD ANY INFORMATION

IN THEM BEFORE. '

A: THE INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE TO ME UNTIL THIS
MORNING AND T1'M RELAYING IT TO YOU WITHOUT EVEN A CHANCE
TO ADD UP ALL THE FIGURES.

0: IS THERE A DOLLAR VALUE ON THE AIRCRAFT THATT'S BEEN
RECOVERED?

At NO. T WILL EVENTUALLY HAVE THAT INFORMATION. THERE'S
JUST A MATTER OF TIME TO GET ARQUND TO IT.

Q: DID ALL THE C-134S MAKE IT TO THFE PHILIPPINES?

A: T DON'T KNOW IF THEY DID DR NODT.

Q: THE PLANES THAT FLEW TO CAMBODIA ARE NOW IN U.S. HANDS?
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 1311 UNCLAS

A: 1 ASSUME SO.

Q: THE STORY SAID THAT 250§ PLANES HAVE BEEN RECOVERED BY
THE. o« « & .

A: 259 PLANES FLEW TO THAILAND., .

Q: THE IMPRESSION YOU GOT 1S THAT WE RECOVERED 258 PLANES,
BUT OBVIOUSLY HALF OF THE 122 THAT WE TALKED ABQUT THE LAST
COUPLE OF DAYS ARE STILL IN THAI HANDS, WF MAY NOT GET THEM
BACK, THEY COULD CONCEIVABLY GO BACK TO SAIGON OR HANOL, OR ~#
WHEREVER.,

A: THAT MATTER'S BEING NEGOTIATED RIGHT NOW WITH THE THAT
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GOVERNMENT , -
Q: THE PLANES ARE IN U.S. HANDS, IS WHAT I'M_ASKING?

0
A

CJUST SAYING THAT I HAVE

NOT EMBARGUED.

A WHAY DO YGU MEAN BY U.S. HANDS?
0 :

CAD T JUST DON'T HAYE A PRECISE BREAKDOWN OF THAT.

PYOU TOLS US 189 YESTERDAY.
¢ THGOSE WERE THE BEST FIGURES 1 HAD YESTERDAY AND I'M

ALL ON THAT,

PAGE

0

YOU BELIEVE ARE IN VIETNAM,

A
BY
#131
NNNN
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IS THAT RIGHT?
EXCEPT FOR THE ONES 'IN SINGAPORE AS I TOLD YOU.

NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, THAT'S

"Q: OF THE 258 WE HAVE ON THE MIDWAY OR FLOWN OUT, ABOUT

6- RUEKJCS 1311 UNCLAS ' L

64 PLANES,
A

¢ THE LIST THAT YOU SAID YESTERDAY, THESE 55 PEOPLE THAT

IS THERE ANYTHING NEW ON THAT?

¢ NOTHING. T DON'T HAVE ANYTHINS ON IT. NO ONE KNOWS,.

1
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-(This is not a verbatim transcript)

. DoD Morning News Briefing
Wednesday, May 7, 1975 11:15 a.m.
(ASD/PA Joseph Laitin)

Announcements:

1. In response to popular demand, you should have copies of the news releases
and other data which you normally get at the conclusion of these briefings and
just to make sure you ve got everything though, let me quickly run down

_for the record what's on the Hill today.

DASD/Comptroller Fred Wacker, before House Appropriations Defense Sub-
committee concerning overall O&M budget request; ASD/M&RA William Brehm,
ASD/Comptroller Terence McClary and Brig. Gen. Emmett W. Bowers of the Defense
Commissary Study Group before open session of House Armed Services Investigations
Subcommittee on commissaries; Mr. Perry Fliakas, Director of the Facility
Programming, OASD/I&L, E. R. Harrington, OASD/I&L, Lt. Gen. Warren Johnson,
Director of DNA and Lt. Gen. Daniel Graham, Director of DIA, before opén session

"of the House Armed Services Military Construction Subcommittee; Dr. Joseph
Ryerson, Chairman of DoD Metrication Panel and Messrs. Fox and Mitchell of
0ASD/I1&L before open session of House Science and Technology Subcommittee
on metrication.

. Senate Armed Services Committee approved the nomination of Lt. Gen. Louis
; Wilson to be Commandant of the Marine Corps and voted to send his nomination
. to the floor of the Senate for confirmation.

2. Speeches: DASD/M&RA (Equal Opportunity) H. M. Francis spoke on the status
of women at a meeting at the White House yesterday and texts of his remarks
are available.

3. There's also the memorandum I hope you have on the refugee status figures.

I just want to point out that the figures are a little different today than they
were yesterday because day by day we're refining the figures as we get more and more
data. ’

4, As you recall, I advised you last Thursday that the remains of the two_
Marines killed 4t Tan Son_Nhut were on the carrier MIDWAY. A few days ago we

- were advised by the MIDWAY that the bodies of the two Marines were not aboard
that vessel and since we received that report, we've been making a thorough
search throughout the fleet to determine the whereabouts of the bodies. But
late yesterday, after talking to all those involved at Tan Son Nhut and
checking the incoming reports of various ships and people at the Embassy who
were involved, we came to the conclusion that there was every probability that
the bodies of the two slain Marines are still at the Seventh Day Adventist
Hospital in Saigon. As soon as we were convinced the original information
was wrong, the next of kin were notified late last night to this effect. I
just wanted to add that the State Department, I can assure you, is now doing
everything possible and will continue to do everything to determine where the
bodies are and to arrange for their return.

‘ Q: Why weren't they brought out?
. MORE
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(This is not a verbatim tramscript) .2;A‘

A: That gets very complicated, Ike (Pappas, CBS); you recall the two :
Marines were killed at Tan Son Nhut before the actual evacuation got underway. ‘
" Thelr bodies were taken to the nearby Adventist Hospital. When people at-
the Embassy and the Marine contingent called the hospital, they apparently
" were told by hospital officials there that the American authorities had
removed the bodies without identifying them and because of the swiftly moving events
of that Monday and Tuesday, it was one of those cases where apparently :
different people in charge thought it had been taken care of. It was certainly
_not that the effort had not been made from everything I've read of the accounts.

Q: I heard one story that they knew that the bodies were still at the
hospital but they couldn't get out of the _compound because 1t was surrounded;
is that correct?

A: I have not heard that story. All I have seen, and I've done.a lot
of reading of cables and I've dome 'a lot of talking to people who have been
‘making the search, and as nearly as I can figure, with all the effort that
-had been made, they had assumed that the bodies had been moved out by fixed
wing aircraft before the actual helicopter evacuation began.

Q: Fixed-wing to the MIDWAY?
A: At first it was by fixed wing and they assumed they were going to
Thailand, I think, I'm not certain about that. But then in the ensuing hours,
somebody believed that they had been taken out by helicopter and that's why
we got the report from the Embassy that it was understood the bodies had been
flown to the MIDWAY. For a couple of days, this was the. assumption until we
checked the MIDWAY to make arrangements for the removal and were advised the
bodies were not aboard. Then we began to search among the other ships. .

Q: Can we get the names of those two Marines?

A: Corporal Charles McMahon, Jr., of Woburn, Mass., and Lance Corporal
Darwin L. Judge, of Marshalltown, Iowa. Both these Marines were serving with
the Marine Security Guard Detachment at the American Embassy in Saigom.

Q: You say you got the report from the Embassy?
A: Yes.

Q: Do you mean it came in here to the Pentagon or to the State Department?
A: 1 assume it came in both places. It was a report from the Embassyf

Q: So far you have not been able to confirm that they are in fact at that
hospital, right?

A: WNo. I saild the probability exists.

Q: That's what I understood. With the change in governments, how do
you go about trying to find this out? What are the efforts that are being made?
A: There are many, many, avenues available and the State Department is

exploring all of them.

Q: Do any of the reports that you get indicate how many Americans may
‘have been left behind, either in jail or otherwise not airlifted out?
A: The American Embassy in Manila has sent to the Department of State
and the Department of Defense a list containing the names of some 30 Americans
and about 25 persons of other nationalities who were reported to be in Saigon. .

MORE

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

(This is not a verbatim transcript) 3.

The list was compiled when Vietnam evacuees at Subic Bay were interviewed

by U.S. authorities. The Vietnam evacuees indicated that to the best of their
knowledge these people remained in Vietnam. This is not confirmed and is

based ‘'upon their personal recollections. No additional information is available
at this time. The list of names is being checked against a master computer

list maintained by the USS BLUE RIDGE.

Q: Those two Marines were killed on Monday afternoon, our time, wasn't it?
A: As I recall, it was about 4:30 in the afternoon, our time. (FYI:

0400, 29 April 1975, Saigon time)

Q: April 28, was 1t?
A: Monday. It was as the result of a heavy artillery rocket that 1anded
near the DAO compound.

Q: Is the removal of aircraft from Thailand still in suspension? |

A: It is now temporarily in suspension, but as you know we did get a
formal request from the Thai Cabinet and we're discussing with the Thais the
final settlement of the problem.

" Q: How many did you get out before the suspension took place?

A: Apparently as much as the MIDWAY could carry. They were fully loaded;
there's still some equipment there but it's really in small amounts; some of it's
damaged. From what I could learn the equipment left included some high value
equipment, six C-7s which are relatively small transport planes that have
facility for getting into and out of small places.

Q: Left behind?
A: It is still there. As you know, we believe that we have legal right
to this equipment. :

Q: The original removal of equipment was done with the approval of the
Thai Cabinet, was it not?
A: It was done, as I understand it, before they formally protested.

Q: The other aircraft there are what, observation -~ did they get out
all the F-5s8?

A: The ones that were in good condition. I don't have a breakdown.

Q: It was sald there were 120 airplanes there -— does that mean that we got
out 117 aircraft, let's say?

A: There were quite a few helicopters that flew out to the MIDWAY, they
weren't taken to Thailand.

Q: They're not included in the 120 though?
A: There were twenty-seven A-37s; twenty-five F-53; 48 helicopters, most
of which were flown on board, including five Air America Huey helicopters.

Qi You're saying these are on the MIDWAY?
A: Yes. Then there's an 0-1 which is an observation plane.
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Q: There were some C-130s flown out too? ' N ,
A: I believe there were, but I don't know how many. - i .
'Q:' Were some of the planes actually liftédvby helicopters'out_to_the
carrier?
A: I don't have the dramatic details of it, except what I read in the
newspapers of menvwho were there and apparently saw it.
Q: Saw them actually lifting the aircraft?
A: Apparently, but T don't have any reports or color on that.
Q: So, most if not all of the flyable aircraft that were there have been
now recovered by the United States, is that correct?
A: That's probably a failr assumption to make.
Q: The 48 helicopters were not in the original 122 count, were they?
A: I don't know whether they were or not, actually.
Q: They weren't in that list that we got here; that was all fixed wing ) .}
aircraft. ' '
Q: That 1list you gave us has 38 F-5s; that means three are still there”
A: They could be there and I don't know. whether they were left behind
because they were damaged or what. A lot of the equipment that is still there
1s apparently not operable without additional work. .
Q: Weren't two of the F-5s flown to Korat for the U.S. Air Force? ’

A: I don't know.

Q: Secretary Schlesinger spoke at Maxwell the other day, it wasn' t
publicized. Do you have anything on that?

A: His talk was off the record to 300 Air Force officers attending the
Alr War College. He spent an hour talking to them and an hour answering
their questions.

Q: Was it just a talk or was there a topic?
A: It ranged over all of military affairs and it was all off the record
and considered secret.

Q: Can you tell us anything about - his meeting with Ambassador Carlucci !
and what they talked about? |

A: T think he's still up there. At least when I checked he was about
to go in.

Q: There were references made by Henry Kissinger to alternatives that
would be available if the Portuguese bases were not available to us. .Is he
discussing that with him perhaps?

A: TI'm sure he's discussing all the problems we may face in Portugal.
There's no agenda.

Q: You implied earlier that these planes were moved before they
formally protested. An effort to swiftly remove them from the country before
- they can act is the implication? ‘ .

A: That wasn't the implication that I was making. I was simply pointing
. . : MORE
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out that the MIDWAY was carrying all the excess equipment it could handle and
sailed away with it. Meantime, we are negotiating with the Thai government
with the hope of settling the differences. :

' Q: We are negbtiating with the Thai government and they have asked us to leave
within a year., Are we also negotiating their paying us for Utapao, and all of

those other bases that we built there in recent years, which they will now

inherit? : . , ‘
.A: I don't know but I imagine that will emerge as the discussions continue.

Q: Was that an official request by them that we leave?
A: I don't know. It was an official request about keeping the equipment

.there, but I don't know the other details.

Q: Are you acknowledging officially that we have been asked to leave by
a particular day? By any day?

A: I don't know, Lloyd (Norman, Newsweek). I don't recall seeing that
in the communique, but that's easily checked.

Q: Your‘answer could be interpreted as an indication that you acknowledge that.
A: I didn't mean to acknowledge, as I don t have any first-hand knowledge
at the moment. .

Q: Have you got a breakdown available of the planes that were removed
out of the next increment of withdrawals from Thailand?

A: A lot of that detailed information about equipment is being pulled
together now and when it's available to me, I'll be happy to make it
available to you.

Q: What's the status of the study that's being made of what was left
behind in Vietnam of value? »
A: I also meant to allude to that matter of gathering this information.

): Is it still going on?
: Yes.

Q

A

Q: When do you expect to get that?

A: I don't know, sometime in the near future, I would hope.

Q: After we announced that we would stop removing the aircraft from
Thailand, did the MIDWAY sail before that point or after that point, after
.they announced formally?

A: 1 don't know what the timing was. When she was fully loaded with
equipment, she sailed. When: the formal request was received, we honored
it and entered into negotiations about the remaining equipment which we
feel is ours.

Q:  The Thai Foreign Minister, at least stated in the press, that
Thailand intended to keep control of those planes. Would they have to make a
formél declaration of this intent?

. At I don't know what the protocol involved is, but we are involved in

'negotiations with them as a result of their initiative.
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Q: Can you say anything further on the air combat fighter decision7 What

is the Secretary going to do and when? .
A: You mean on the F-18? No, but the more I go into that matter, the

more I'm convinced maybe we ought to have one of the F-18 experts down. here to

answer your questions. In looking over the tramscript of Dr. Potter, I couldn't

see any conflict there. If you don't have copies of it, I'1ll be glad to give you

another, and 1f you have any additional questions, I think that —-

Q: Potter indicated that he expected the decision by the Secretary in
a matter of days. He indicated it might be before the testimony began on the
Hill yesterday. He seemed very clear in that he was signaling his expectation of
an early Schlesinger decision.

A: When I looked into that I came to the conclusion that the overall
program concept and the contractor choice for the F-18 or the F-17 derivative,
depending on what you want to call it, has the full support of the Secretary
of Defense and this is a period where this detailed definition before'
the final approval is made for the full-scale system development and I
couldn't see any conflict. . -

Q: Dr. Potter saild, I looked at the transcript yesterday, he definitely .
referred to the full-scale development. He said that he expected an. ‘
affirmative answer in a very few days. Dr. Currie came out yesterday in his
testimony and said approval wouldn't be until late summer.

A: I went into that and I think they might have been talking abOut two
different things. 1I'l1 get a statement from Dr. Currie or Dr. Potter about
that and post it. The contractual matters are a little too complicated for me to
absorb in a couple of hours, but I'll have them prepare this —=

-

Q: Do you find that there's any reiationehip to this decision byrthe four-
country consortium overseas? '
A: 1 don't believe there is. No.

' Q: ‘“They would either be faced with- a possible choice of two planes or
Just the F-16. Would we be deferring the decision on the F-18 in order just
to give ithe four countries?

A: ‘lou're getting into a very delicate area which I don' t feel competent
at the moment to address myself to, but 1'll be glad to produce the people
who can.

Q: Can 1 suggest that you ask the Secretary to tell us what he has
already decided about the F—18 and what he feels he has left to decide?
A: Sure.

Q: The thing that puzzled us yesterday was that both Dr. Currie and Dr.
Potter referred to full-scale development; they both used exactly the same
words; Dr. Currie saying late summer and Dr. Potter saying in.a very few days.
He said that twice.

A: There's no reason why that confusion should remain and 1'11 do my best
to have that cleared up by people who are far more qualified. When I ask
for answers on things like that and I get little paragraphs that don't
satisfy me, I think that the people who are -in charge of these things ought
to address themselves. S . ;

' L o o ]
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Q: We need an F-18 expert to answer a lot of other questions.
A: I thought that had all been taken care of when we brought Dr.
Potter down here last week.

Q: Does the Secretary of Defense approve the use of the government funds
by the Air Force Legislative Liaison office to throw a cocktail party for
staff members of Congress when they watch a B-~1 movie?

A: The way you put it, I don't know how anybody could approve of it,
John (Finney, NY Times).

Q: I think it's a fairly factual statement of what occurred and I'm just
asking whether the Secretary approves of such use of government funds?

A: I can say with some degree of surety that he would approve of no
improper expenditure of funds.

Q: That of course is not really my question. My next question is,
does he regard such use of funds as a proper or improper use of Government
funds.

A: 1'll be glad to discuss it with him sometime. It's a perfectly good

question; I'm not disregarding your question.

Q: T hope you're not; I don't present it frivolously; I think it's
outrageous.
A: Please don't regard my answer as frivolous.

Q: The handout on the USO, it says the Blue Ribbon Committee recommended
continued United Way financial support for the USO, but it doesn't say whether

‘the USO is going to get continued financial support; then it goes on to say

the USO says it will need a million dollars more and --

A: 1I'll take your question and I'll arrange for somebody to give you
more details on 1it.

Q: On the Thai negotiations, what else could they be discussing? What
équipment are you referring to?

A: I said there was more equipment there, although most of the high value
equipment had been taken out.

Q: Do you have a total value on the quipment?

A: I don't have a money figure.

END
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DoD Morning NewsABriefing
Monday, May 5, 1975, 11:25 a.m.
(ASD/PA Joseph Laitin)

Announcements:
1. On the Hill: No Congressional testimony for release today.

2. I do have a statement by the press which I am happy to communicate to you.
It is signed by 85 media representatives who were on the USS OKINAWA, This
message was received by CINCPAC Public Affalrs at Clark Air Base on arrival
of these men from the OKINAWA by helicopter. It 1is simply provided for your
background information.

"A message to the officers and men aboard the USS OKINAWA:

"On behalf of the entire press corps aboard the USS OKINAWA we would like
to express our deepest gratitude to the officers and men of the United States
Navy and the United States Marine Corps for transporting us out of Saigon
in the face of personal danger.

"We would also like to express our admiration for the professional mamner in
which this operation was carried out.

"Especially, we would like to thank Captain Charles J. Moore, USN, his
crew and the members of the U.S. Marine Corps aboard the USS OKINAWA for
the hospitality and sacrifices made during our stay. Speclal thanks also go to
those members of the crew who have handled the vast amount of press communi-
cations from the USS OKINAWA this week.

"Once again, our sincerest thanks and admiration.
"The Press Corps'

I don't recall ever getting a message like this from anybody in the Pentagon
press corps.

Q: And nor are you likely to. (laughter)
A: I wasn't suggesting that I was anticipating it, Mr. Hoffman (AP).

3. The latest update on the refugee ships: Indications are that we have
about 52,375 evacuees aboard Navy, MSC and former South Vietnamese navy ships.
Most of the U.S. Navy and MSC ships arrived over the weekend at Subic Bay

in the Philippines. We expect the South Vietnamese flotilla to arrive at
Subic on Wednesday, May 7. The first MSC ships are expected to arrive in
Guam tomorrow. The first two ships, the SS PIONEER COMMANDER and the SS
AMERICAN CHALLENGER with about 10,000 refugees aboard, did not stop at Subic
Bay because both masters of these ships stated that they were in good shape
and the U.S. Navy stores ship, WHITE PLAINS, 18 escorting these first two
MSC ships on route to Guam, The present plan is to airlift about 30,000 of
the shipboard refugees from Subic to Guam or Wake with the remaining 43,000
going to Guam by MSC ships. The airlift by Air Force C-130's began yesterday.
We expect to airlift about 6,000 people daily from Subic to Guam or Wake.
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Inciden:ally, the latest count of the South Vietnamese flotilla is 29 ]
ships. The plan is to transfer the majority of these refugees to MSC ships .

for the trip to Guam., But some of the refugees will be airlifted to Guam,

Q: How many people are on the South Vietnamese ships?
A: The last count was somewhere in the neighborhood of about 25,000. u

b

4. Secretary Schlesinger's remarks Saturday at the Commissioning of the B
USS NIMITZ at Norfolk are available. . .

5. A transcrlpt'of Under Secretary of the Navy Potter's briefing on the F-18
is available.

6. We have posted the joint statement 1ssued today in Bangkok:

"In acccrdance with a joint announcement of the Royal Thai Government
and the United States Government, on March 29, 1974, concerning the
reduction of U.S. military forces, U.S. military personnel in Thailand
last year decreased by 10,000. Following consultations between repre-
"sentatives of the two Governments, a decision has now been reached to further
reduce the U.S. military forces in Thailand., By about the end of June 1975,
the current level of 27,000 authorized personnel will be reduced by 7,500.
Further discussions will determine the specific forces to be deleted and
the timing of their departure."

nominated Rear Admiral Edward W. Cooke, USN, for appointment to the grade of

7. Secretary of Defense James Schlesinger today announced the President has .
Vice Admiral and his assignment as Deputy Chief of Naval Operations, Logistics.

8. The Army selected 56 Colonels for promotion to Brigadier General and included
in this list, which you should now have, is Colonel Mary E. Clarke, Chief of

the Women's Army Corps Branch. She will be succeeding Brig. Gen. Mildred

Bailey as Director of the WACs when she retires on August 1.

9. There is for your edification the Pentagon Protestant pulpit presents
Colonel Heath Bottomly, USAF retired, on the Pentagon concourse at 12:00 noon.

Q: What can you tell us about the troop pullout in Thailand? Can you
amplify on that? o

A: Nothing beyond what the joint statement says. As you know, negotiations
are continulng and that's all I can say.

Q: The authorized strenmgth is 27,000; what's the current strengfh?
A: About 25,000,

Q: Can jyou tell us why this reduction is any greater than had been contemplated

two or three months ago?
A: I don't have that information.

Q: Thai officials are still speaking of the total removal of Ametrican
troops by next March, I think it was. Ie that the plan?
" At Ag I said before, the negotiations are continuing and I wouldn't want to _

2o beyond that for obvious reasons.
MORE o ¢

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

(This is not a verbatim transcript) 3.

Q:  Who is conducting the negotiations?
A: The State Department.

Q: Does this reduction also mean a reduction in the number of airplanes

stationed there?
A I don't know; this is a matter of negotiations.

]
Q: What's the current level of the number of planes there”
¢t 350 of which 200 are combat.

Q: ' Will the overall worldwide strength be cut by this number?
A: I don't have that information.

Q: Where are the men going to be taken to that are being withdrawn?

A: 1 can get that for you. .

Q: Are we making arrangements to take from Thailand the planes that ‘South
Vietnamese people flew into there?

A: 1 can only assume so, but I don't have any specific information on that.

Q: Have you dispatched a carrier or anything like that?
A: 1 don't know if we dispatched a carrier specifically to take care of
this matter and I don't know what the logistic arrangements are.

Q: Have you dispatched a carrier to the Gulf of Thailand or an area close
enough that they could be flown out?

A: We have ships in that . area but I don't know if that's their mission
or not.

Q: Has the Thal Government agreed to release the planes?
A: I don't have any knowledge of that. I assume those arrangements will be
made through the State Department.

Q: In whose hands are those aircraft, Thai or U.S.?
A: 1 assume they are in our hands.

Q: 1've been trying to get the cost of thie evacuation operation, including
the cost of the helicopters that went over the side.

A: It's been a little early. We'll come up with figures on that sooner or
later. It takes some time to work that out.

Q: I think there is legitimate interest as to what happens to those airplanes.
Secretary Schlesinger told us we would reassert title and regain the airplanes.
Now it's some days later; instead of saying you don't know, are you willing to
say you would find out whether we're going to take them out?

A: 1 wasn't trying to be evasive; is that what you were suggesting?

Q: I'm suggesting you said you don't know.
A: I don't know but I'm certainly going to find out for you.

Q: Can we find out rather swiftly to go along with this Bangkok
announcement? ,
A: 1'11 find out as soon as I possibly can. (FYI: Soéme aircraft, like C~130s

are being flown to Clark AFB and most of the others are being removed by ship.

2.%J¥§%t IDWAY is in the Gulf of Thailand at Sattahip and is loading some of these
MORE
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Q: Also, can we get an updated list by type of plane?
A: I don't know whether that's 1mmediate1y available, but I'll try to
get that.

Q: Can vou tell us what bases these 7,500 men are going to come from?
A: No, [ don't have that breakdown. I'm not sure that's available this
quickly.

QS Will any of those bases be closed?
A: I have no knowledge or information on that.

Q: Those 25,000 aboard South Vietnamese ships, they are in addition to your
earlier figure?
A: Let ne give a complete breakdown.

Indochina refugees are presentlj located as follows:

At sea enroute to Pacific sites.......e.......52,375 (including SVN Navy)
At U.S, Pacific BaseS..eererecsescecasnsnssesea39,043 ,

At CONUS U.S. Bases: :
Fort Chaffee..cesesesesss 2,784
Camp Pendleton.ecesseceess 8,673
Eglin Air Force Base..... 360
Completed Processing and Departed........,....11,138

: When 1s Secretary Schlesinger going to make his decision known on the
Navy 8 air combat fighter?

A: 1I'd eay in the very near future. I don't have a specific date.

Q: Like today before tomorrow's hearing?
A: I can't answer that question right now, mainly because I don't have
the informationm.

Q: When he signs off on it would you inform us?
A: TIndeed.

Q: 1If he signs off on it today, no matter how late, could we be informed?

A:  If he signs off on it late today, I guess the only expeditious way of
doing it would be to notify the wires -- depending on what time it is. We
won't keep it a secret if that's what you mean.

Q: Could you enlighten us any more than the Navy did on why a Service was
able to make an announcement of a choice of weapons system and also state that
the Secretary of Defense had not approved it? It may not be unprecedented but it's
not the usual. thing. All they could tell us was that they were afraid the
secrecy not he kept once they had decided and so they announced it. The
secrecy had already escaped them but it was a very unusual thing.
A: I'm not in position to say that it was unusual or not. I accept your
word for it. I do know they were concerned about the information leaking out.
and wanted to go ahead with it and I thought the best thing to do was that once
the decision was made at that level was to get it out as fast as you can and
I approved of them putting it out immediately.
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: It would be a bit awkward if the Secretary says "mo dice," won't it?
t Avwkward for whom? 1t depends on where you sit.

Q: Can you shed any light to the report that there were some 450 South
Vietnamese employees left in the Embassy once Ambassador Martin departed the
courtyard? L

A: There were quite a few Vietnamese in the building, I don't know whether
they were employees or not. I think this is a matter that you would have to
take up with another agency. All I do know is that the report that the Marines
used their small arms weapons was unfounded.

Q: They used tear gas though? : o
A:" They used crowd control devices, whatever they were, but only in the
building, I understand.

Q: Not outside, not out on the grounds?
A: I heard it was only in the building.

Q: Did the last Marines out from the DAO and from the Embassy setbfire to
those bulildings? '
A: I have not heard anything of that nature.

Q: Were the plens for the evacuation mﬁdevheie or were they’made by the
Embassy in Saigon?
A: You mean the overall plans?

Q: The specifics, in terms of the picking of the landing sites, the schedul-
ing of areas where refugees or evacuees were to be picked up by bus, that sort
of thing. ' ,

A: I understand those detalled plans had to be made over there. They
may have been submitted here at some point but I think that it was in the hands of
the persqnnel over there. You can't master-mind something like that from here.

Q: My question was when these specific plans were submitted or referred
here to the people who would carry them out. :
A: I don't know whether they got down to that kind of a detall over here.

‘It just seems to me that people on the spot would be in the best position to

determine where the landing zones would be. That's the way it was done in
Phnom Penh and I would imagine that's the way it was done over there.

Q: Does anybody know how much military equipment was in South Vietnam
at the time of the surrender?

A: That information 1s being pulled togethér and one of the people who
knows more about that probably than any other person is not back in Washington.
When he comes back, I plan to get some information from him.

Q: Are you also putting together an inventory of fixed installations and
their value; the buildings and equipment belonging to U.S. contractors?

A: I can only assume that somebody 1s doing it. I don't know who it
would be. : :

Q: That would be well over $5 billion.

A: I don't have any figures. A lot of those things are obviously going to be
done and it takes a 1it¥1e %hile to pull things like that togetherf
E N D
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DoD Morning News Briefing
Friday, May 2, 1975, 11:15 a.m.
(ASD/PA Joseph }aitin)

Announcements:
1. No DoD witnesses on’thetHill today.

2. The President speaks tomorrow at the commissioning of the USS NIMITZ in
Norfolk at 11 a.m. The Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of the Navy
will participate in the ceremonies. The Secretary of Defense will introduce
the President. '

Q: Could you apropos of that get us the estimated cost now of the
NIMITZ and how far behind schedule she is in this commissioning?

A: Yes, I can get that. I've got part of it, but I'd rather get the
whole thing for you later, John (Finney, NY Times). ’

3. Secretary Schlesinger is announcing today that the President has nominated
General Lucius D. Clay, Jr., to be placed on the retired list in his current
grade, effective Septembé% 1, 1975. General Clay is currently serving as the
Commander-in~Chief, NORAD, and Commander, Aerospace Defense Command.

4. The Secretary of the Army, Howard Callaway, will present the 1975 Pace
Awards for distinguished service to the Department of the Army at Pentagon
ceremonies at 11:30 a.m. today. The awards made annually since 1963 and
named after former Secretary of the Army Frank Pace, will be presented to
Major Patrick A. Metress and Mr. I, Stanley DeGroote.

5. Release on new assignments for general and flag officers. *

6. The 1973-1974 Harmon International Aviation Trophies will be presented by
President Ford to Air Force LCol. Edgar L. Allison and Col. Edward J. Nash

in White House ceremonies today. The presentations are scheduled before noon
in the Rose Garden. The Harmon Trophies are, as you all know I'm sure, for
outstanding feats of individual flying skill; adjudged "worthy of international
recognition and contributing to the art and science of flight." There is
additional information available on this at the Air Force Desk if you're

" interested. I understand the White House is inviting the press to the ceremonies.

7. About the correspondents and news media representatives with the fleet in

the South China Sea, we're receiving messages from the fleet with the names

of correspondents who were evacuated or are otherwise embarked. DDI has the
list and will be happy to make copies available to those of you who would like
to get it for yourself for your offices, or if you've got any friends whose
whereabouts are unknown to you. We're purusing it, and we'll update the list
as we get additional information.

Incidentally, we're still pressing for access to communications facilities
on behalf of your colleagues who are aboard various ships. We tried to get
them all on one ship for transport to the Philippines. We are still working
that out. As a matter of fact, as early as this morning, 1 took some new.
measures to try.to expedite- the.transport of these correspondents so that we
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can get them to the Philippines before nightfall our time tonight. I saw ,
some messages that indicated that the plans were to have them in the Phlllpplne

Sunday nlght and felt that we ought to make a little better effort.

Q: Is there any possibility of getting copy off by other means?

A: As part of this effort, I've also tried to get extra communications
facilities made available because there has developed, surprisingly to me,
quite a large backleog of copy which I thought had all cleared. Either your
colleagies have become much more prolific than I'd ant1cipated or the
channels of communications have not been adequate to meet the need. Anyway
I'm trying to clear up both problems and if any of you want to know what
progress, what luck we're having, touch base with my office and we'll be glad
to tell you.

Q: 1Is that the OKINAWA you're talking about, that you're trying to get
into th2 Philippines?
A: A good many of them are on the OKINAWA now, but I discovered that
there are quite a few on other ships. . .

Q: Do you have an ETA on the OKINAWA?:
A: On ETA, we're trying to get them off the ship by’ chopper into the
Philippines. :

Q: Does that mean you'd go through Clark or Subic?
A: They're headed in that direction.
Q: Which one, Subic or Clark? ~ .
A: If they stay on the ship, they go to Subic. By plane they would go to
© Clark. : .

Q: 1Is.there any chance of getting a pouch on a jet fighter or similar
aircraft? ' "

A: We're working on every angle of this, . Lloyd (Norman, Newsweek), and
I'11 know within a couple of hours whether we can do anything. I'm trying to find
out why the problem has developed and before I know what the problem is, it's
a little difficult to find ways of solving it.

Q: So what's the one ship you're trying to put them on?

A: Tt doesn't have to be on one ship. 1I'd be perfectly happy if they
get them off the other ships and when they come within range of the Philippines
to.get them on either a fixed-wing aircraft, you know like a COD, or with these
big helicopters and get them into the Philippines before the weekend has
started.

Q: Do you know where the rest of the fleet 1s headed now? Is it going to
Subic? Is it going to Guam or what?
A: Let me get to that in a moment.

8. General Robert E. Cushman, Jr., the Commandant of .the Marine Corps, is
making a speech tomorrow in Philadelphia before the Marine Corps Reserve
Officers Association and copies of his text are available to you.

’I -
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9., Just a quick roundup of the numbers of evacuees. On U.S. bases in the
Pacific, there're 35,319 people. On the U.S. mainland, which at the moment

- would include only Camp Pendleton, there are now 4,381. One really should :
round these figures but I'm giving you the specifie count as given to me. It keeps
changing, of course.

Q: Does that mean the people who have come there and perhaps have since.
left or people who are physically present? "

Az The figure I just gave you, 4,381, are the people who are presently
there. An additional 2,000 have already processed through Pendleton and are
now proceeding to various places where their sponsors are living. Afloat on
U.S. ships are 34,363 people. The Vietnamese Navy, which is now proceeding
in an easterly direction, very slowly, with a couple of U.S. Navy ships nearby,
have aboard a large number of refugees in the 26 ships that comprise this
South Vietnamese Navy flotilla.

Q: What kind of ships are they?

A: I don't have an exact breakdown of the types of craft but I can tell
you it consists of landing craft —- the LST type —-- patrol craft, such as former
Coast Guard cutters, patrol gunboats and service crafts such as small oilers.

I have an estimated figure of the number of refugees aboard these Vietnamese
Navy ships and I would suggest that you use the figure with a little caution.
The estimated figure that I found in the cable traffic is 30,000. That's a very
rough estimation. '

Q: That's 30,000 refugees,'and does not include crew members?
~A: I don't know.

Q: In addition to the list, are you including the ones in Thailand?
. At No, these are just the ones on the Vietnamese Navy ships which are
now moving slowly in an easterly direction in the Western Pacific.

Q: How was the estimate made, through aerial photos or what?
A: T would assume that it was made from observation by the two ships which
are 1n the immediate area.

. Q: What are the two ships in the immediate area?

A: The USS COOK, which is a destroyer escort and the TUSCALOOSA which
ig an LST., They may have a chopper with them that flew over; it's an eye-
ball estimate, I would guess. A large part of the time was nighttime during
this period. :

Q: When did the two U.S. Navy ships meet up with the flotilla and could
you call them an escort?

A: I would just prefer to say that two U.S. Navy ships are in the
immediate area of the Vietnamese ships. I don't know whether they've
been assigned as an escort, that takes on a very special significance. They
are going at the same speed in the same direction and they're in the
immediate area.

Q: Are they going to the Phillppines or are they going to Guam?
A: They are heading apparently towards the Philippines, but I don t
know whether they are g01ng to the Philippines. 5

MORE L - .

. DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

(This is not a verbatim transcript) 4.

Q: How far are they from South Vietnam?

A: I don't have a mileage estimate, but I would say that the present ‘
speed, according to the calculations of the reports, they could reach the
Philippine area in the middle of next week.

Q: Are they still close enough to the Vietramese coast to be picking
up people or are they out:of that range now?
A: It depends on too many factors; I don't know how to answer that question.

Q: Are there U.S. ships still out ﬁhere picking up refugees?
A: No.

Q: When did that stop?
A: I think Secretary Schlesinger indicated to you yesterday that it
stopped yesterday.

Q: There are none still out there?
A: There are no U.S. Navy ships in what you would call the immediate
area of Vietnam. -

Q: Does this mean that the Philippine government has acquiesced in their
going there?

A: I have no knowledge of that. I didn't say they were going to the
Philippines; I said they appear to be heading in the direction of the

‘Philippines, in an easterly direction from Vietnam. 1 don't know whether

they're going to the Philippines or not.

Q: Did this flotilla come out of various ports in Vietnam or did they all.
leave, say, Vung Tau?

A: I wish I had more 1nformation to.give you on that. We just became
aware of this flotilla late yesterday afternoon and we weren't sure about it. We
weren't very certain of the number of ref ugees aboard even late yesterday
afternoon. And, it wasn't until the evening hours when the information
seemed 0 be firm enough so that we could even respond to queries about it.

Q: You mean that this came as sort of a surprise to you then, that
this flotilla came out?
A: 1t came as a surprise to me, but I wouldn't want to speak for everybody.

I don't know how many people were aware of that but I doubt whether very many

people were aware of it much before yesterday; let me put it that way.

Q: What is the policy about picking up any of these refugees in these
small boats?

‘At The policy remains pretty much the way the Secretary put it yesterday
and the way I put it the day before. ’

Q: Which was that you would pick them up?
A: Which is that there's no law against the United States Navy rescuing
people in distress on the high seas.

Q: Are the sea condltlons favorable, are these ships all right at this point?
A: 1 have no knowledge that they aren't. . .

Q: Are we going to claim title to all 26 ships? B

A: I don't believe that title ever left us.
- : : MORE
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‘ Q: So wherever those ShlpS go we can presume the United States will
then claim them? .

A: I would suppose so but it's a legal question and I would like that
question to be addressed to the lawyers., But I made a quick check and 1
understand that the title never actually left. Again, it's a highly
technical question, which I would be glad to get an answer to for you.

Q: Related question, are the planes in Thailand under U.S. physical
control? Who's got them?

A: Similarly, we never gave up title of those planes.

Q: But who's got physical possession?
: T assume they're in our possession but I don't know.

Do you have an up-to~date figure of Vietnamese refugees in Thailand°
I don't have any figures on the refugees in Thailand.

Have you been flying out refugees from Thailand?
Not to my knowledge. I'll be glad to check into that.

PO O

Q: I have a gap here. State Departﬁent'gave“a figure Ef 80;000 Vietnamese
refugees yesterday --
A: We're not too far from that.

: Q: If you don't count the 30,000 that you didn't know about, I add up to
. something like 70,000.

A: Our figures add up. to 74,000. You know when you have a mass
movement like this, your figures don't always tote up the same and there's
always a little discrepancy.

'Q: That does not include the 30,0007
: That does not include the estimated 30,000.

. Q: During what reporting period, are the figures that you gave us?
¢ I try to cover the whole period.

Q: As of what time, Washington time, are those figures that you gave us?

A: As of the time I walked into this room which was 11:15. I should
tell you that all Navy and MSC ships, all of them with refugees aboard, are
steaming eastward toward the Philippines.

Q: What's that in specific numbers?

A: I meant to get that for you but I don't have it. I know you asked
that question yesterday and the day before. If you keep asking me the
question, I may be able to come up with the answers.

Q: You are confident that you can find out?
A: I'm only confident of my desire to do so.

Q: Do you know whether there are any South Vietnamese ships still in the
-vicinity of South Vietnam that might still be picking up people? '
. A: No, I wouldn't have any knowledge of that now.

MORE
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Q: When will the Navy and MSC ships arrive in the Philippines? .
A: We expect the first ship. to arrive at Subiec with evacuees will be ' ’

the carrier USS HANCOCK. It has aboard 2001 evacuees.

Q: When does she arrive? T

A: At 9:00 p.m. this evening EDT. I've got a breakdown on it: 101
Americans, 1815 Vietnamese and 85 third-country nationals. The first MSC
ship-group to arrive in the Philippine area will be composed of the SS PIONEER
COMMANDEE which will have aboard 5,500 evacuees; the SS PIONEER CONTENDER
which will have aboard 5,953 evacuees; and the SS AMERICAN CHALLENGER which
will have aboard 5,029 evacuees. That totals out to 16,482 evacuees. The
ETA is around noon tomorrow EDT.

Q: 1Is that at Subic?

A: T presume at Subic but these ships will simply replenish their
supplies, obtain any necessary medical services, then proceed to Guam with
the refugees. o

Q: Does that apply to the HANCOCK also?
A: No, I don't believe that applies to the HANCOCK.

Q: Those 2,000 or so will be treated otherwise that are on the HANCOCK?

A: I don't know what the plans are. I imagine there's a lot of planning
going on right now to determine how many can be flown from the Philippines
to Guam or to Wake or whatever and how many could best be transported with
reasonable comfort by ship. ‘

Q: Will the US Government accept the refugees aboard the Vietnamese flotilla?
A: I haven't any idea; that's a State Department matter and I would refer
you thera for possible answer.

Q: What is composition of the refugees on the South Vietnamese flotilla?
A: I don't have any breakdown; I just have the number as I gave them to you.

Q: You don't know what kind of people they are, where they came from or
anything else?
A: They all came from South Vietnam I assume.

Q: Whether they're just friends and relatives of the crewmen that were
flown on board at the last minute? _

At You're asking me a question it's impossible for me to answer. I can
only assume what you assume.

Q: Did you say before the newsmen would come into Subic and then be flown
to Clark AB?

A: No, I didn't say that at all. I said that I was trying to arrange
for the news media people to be flown from the ships they were on to the
Philippines either to Clark or to Subic whichever was most convenient for
the military involved and that is what I'm trying to arrange now. It doesn't
make that much difference whether it's Clark or Subic; they're both almost
equidistant from Manila -- just an hour or two by jeep.

NN

Q: And you also said before that you were trying to get them on one ‘

- PR P R “"f 'e?
commurnication ship so they could fil MORE
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A; No, I didn't say that.

Q: What did youy say then? '

A: I said I was trying to expedite the flow of copy from the various
ships that the correspondents were on because I have discovered that there is
an enormous backlog of copy due to circumstances that I am not aware of. I
said that it might be because the correspondents are more prolific than
I expected ot it might be that there's been some problem with making avaljable
commmications channels to them. I'm trying to do everything I can to reduce

and eliminate the backlog of copy of whatever ships correspondents happen
to be on.

Q: The first of the refugees are supposed to arrive at Chaffee today.
When are thev due at Chaffee, and secondly, with so many other refugees on the
way, is Dop looking at any other bases that may be used?

A: I believe that we are looking at other bases but no decisions have
been made yet.

Q: When are they due at Chaffee, do you know?

A: I don't know that. We have pretty high- 1evel“off1cers at the three
bases ~- men with good public relations backgrounds to help the media. Other
agencies involved, by the way, are also sending people there. I heard from
HEW yesterday that they are sending public relatiomns people there to assist
the press and it's all being coordinated and our military PR men will
cooperate with them. We're responsible, of course, with the housekeeping,
transportation and then there are many other facets in handling the refugees
“and so they're sending out top-level men, State Department, etc. I understand
that out of Pendleton vesterday there were about 90-100 news media people. 1
hate the term news media, but I guess that'll be the only thing that'll cover
cameramen and sound men.

Q: Could you give us a hint as to whatever bases you're looking at now?
A: 1'd be glad to give you a hint, but I don't know.

Q: 1Is Pendleton full now, is that why they're going to Chaffee?
A: Pendleton is far from full. They've got 4,000 people there and

,,they ‘are arranging accommodations to handle up to 20,000 and maybe beyord
at Pendleton.

Q: Why are they moving refugees to Chaffee at this point?

- A You want to spread them arcund. There's no point in putting the
whole burden on one base and furthermore it takes time to get up to speed.
You don't want to suddenly drop 20,000 people on ome base. You realize that
is bigger than the population of a lot of American cities.

Q: Are all the refugees on the South Vietnamese flotilla South Vietnaumese,
there are no Americans, no third-country nationals on board that you know of?

A: It's an interestlng question, but I just assume that they are all
Vietnamese. I can't elaborate on that at all.

Q: 1If these ships proceed to Guam, what would be their estimated

time of arrival?
A: . It depends on how fast a ship they're on.
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~A: No, I didn't say that.

Q: What did yoy say then?

A: T said I was trying to expedlte the flow of copy from the various
ships that the correspondents were on because I have discovered that there is
an enormous backlog of copy due to circumstances that I am not aware of. I
said that it might be because the correspondents are more prolific than
I expected or it might be that there's been some problem with making available
comnunications channels to them. I'm trying to do everything I can to reduce
and eliminate the backlog of copy of whatever ships correspondents happen
to be on.

Q: The first of the refugees are supposed to arrive at Chaffee today.
When are thev due at Chaffee, and secondly, with so many other refugees on the
way, is Dop looking at any other bases that may be used? ‘

A: 1 believe that we are looking at other bases but no decisions have
been made yet. -

Q: When are they due at Chaffee, do you know?

A: I don't know that. We have pretty high-level’ offlcers at the three
bases -- men with good public relations backgrounds to help the media. Other
agencies involved, by the way, are also sending people there. I heard from
HEW yesterday that they are sending public relations people there to assist
the press and it's all being coordinated and our military PR men will
cooperate with them. We're responsible, of course, with the housekeeping,
transportation and then there are.many other facets in handling the refugees

~and so they're sending out top-level men, State Department, etc. I understand

that out of Pendleton yesterday there were about 90-100 news media people. I
hate the term news media, but I guess that'll be the only thing that'll cover
cameramen and sound men.

Q: Could you give us a hint as to whatever bases you're looking at now?
A: I'd be glad to give you a hint, but I don't know.

Q: Is Pendleton full now, is that why they're going to Chaffee?
A: Pendleton is far from full. They've got 4,000 people there and

. they ‘are arranging accommodations to handle up to 20 000 and maybe beyond

at Pendleton.

Q: Why are they moving refugees to Chaffee at this point?

- A: You want to spread them around. There's no point in putting the
whole burden on one base and furthermore it takes time to get up to speed.
You don't want to suddenly drop 20,000 people on one base. You realize that
is bigger than the population of a lot of American cities.

Q: Are all the refugees on the South Vietnamese flotilla South Vietnamese,
there are no Americans, no third-country naticnals on board that you know of?

A: It's an interesting question, but I just assume that they are all
Vietnamese. I can't elaborate on that at all. '

Q: If these- Shlps proceed to Guam, what would be their estimated

time of arrival?
A: . It depends on how fast a ship they're on.
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, A: No, I didn't say that.

Q: What did you say then?

A: I said I was trying to expedlte the flow of _copy from the various
ships that the correspondents were on because I have discovered that there is
an enormous backlog of copy due to circumstances that I am not aware of. I
said that it might be because the correspondents are more prolific than
I expected or it might be that there's been some problem with making available
communications channels to them. I'm trying to do everything I can to reduce
and eliminate the backlog of copy of whatever ships correspondents happen:
to be on.

Q: The first of the refugees are supposed to arrive at Chaffee today. .
When are thev due at Chaffee, and secondly, with so many other refugees on the
way, is Dop 1looking at any other bases that may be used? ‘

A: I believe that we are looking at other bases but no decisions have
been made yet. :

Q: When are they due at Chaffee, do you know? :

A: I don't know that. We have pretty high-level  officers at the three
bases —— men with good public relations backgrounds to help the media. Other
agencies involved, by the way, are also sending people there. I heard from
HEW yesterday that they are sending public relations people there to assist
the press and it's all being coordinated and our military PR men will
cooperate with them. We're responsible, of course, with the housekeeping,
transportation and then there are many other facets in handling the refugees
and so they're sending out top-level men, State Department, etc. I understand
that out of Pendleton yesterday there were about 90-100 news media people. I
hate the term news media, but I guess that'll be the only thing that'll cover
cameramen and sound men.

‘Q: Could you give us a hint as to whatever bases you're looking at now?
A: TI'd be glad to give you a hint, but I don't know.

Q: Is Pendleton full now, is that why they're going to Chaffee?
A: Pendleton is far from full. They've got 4,000 people there and

,,vfhéy ‘are arranging accommodations to handle up to 20,000 and maybe beyond

at Pendleton.

Q: Why are they moving refugees to Chaffee at this point?

. At You want to spread them around. There's no point in putting the
whole burden on one base and furthermore it takes time to get up to speed.
You don't want to suddenly drop 20,000 people on one base. You realize that
is bigger than the population of a lot of American cities.

Q: Are all the refugees on the South Vietnamese flotilla South Vietnamese,
there are no Americans, no third-country nationals on board that you know of?

A: It's an interesting question, but I just assume that they are all
Vietnamese. I can't elaborate on that at all. '

Q: If these ships proceed to Guam, what would be their estimated

time of arrival?
A: . It depends on how fast a ship they're on.
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Q: There is a logical questlon that flows out of this; it's a pretty 1ong.
trip from Manila to Guam with 5,000 people.
A: T tried to tell you before when they were going to arrive, but I was

 interrupted by a very good question, They are expected to arrive on these MSC

ships, the speed of which we know approximately,on next Wednesday, which is May 7.

Q: Next Wednesday in Subic?
A: No, in Guam.

- Q: That's about 4 or 5 days aboard ships that aren't equipped to carry 5
or 6,000 people; why are you Just replenishing them and going on to Guam, why
don't you —

A: T thought I had conveyed to you that they were going to pause at

Subic for medical checks and replenishment and also I understand that they
are reviewing the whole situation to see what would be the best way of transporting
these pecple to Guam. I don't know what answers they'll come up with, but they
are looking at the situation. I said they will try to determine how many can be
transportied aboard ship in-reasonable comfort and make their determinations on
that basis, and to see what the medical situation is aboard the ship.

Q: What I'm getting at is whether we have run into governmental problems
in taking those people off those ships in Subic Bay.
A: If we have, I'm not aware of them.

Q: Are these all South Vietnamese on the MSC ships?
: I don't know. I .don't have a breakdown on the MSC ships. .

~

Q: When was the last ship to move off station, off the South Vietnamese
A: I don't have that information.

Q: Do you have a figure of approximately how close the nearest Navy ship is
to South Vietnam? :

A: They're all in international waters now. Does that answer your
question?

Q: No, because I don't know what you claim as international waters any
more. ‘

A: Without getting into the legal aspects of it, I understand they were
all in excess of 35 miles off the coast and I would guess considerably in
excess of that now.

Q: Do you know what has happened to the convoy that left Phnom Penh for

Thailand? Where they are?

A: No, I donft.

Q: You say all the U.S. Navy and MSC ships are out of Vietnam waters
or vicinity of Vietnam; are any U.S. ships still picking up refugees either off
the coast of Vietnam or off certain islands?

A: To the best of my knowledge, no. I imagine this flotilla, if they find
somebody adrift, with a life belt on, they'd pick them up. Your questijon is .
whether there's an organized effort right now and as far as I've been able to .

.determlne the answer is no.
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. Q: Reuters quotes shipping communications monitored in Singapore
as stating that evacuation of refugees was continuing from the offshore
islands of Kon Son and Phu Quoc. ‘
A: As far as Phu Quoc is concerned, I checked on that this morning and
those operations were over.

et

Q: What operations?

A: Whatever operations were going on.

Q: Navy operations?

A: No, as far as I know they were refugees.

Q: Who was taking these off?

A: I don't know. There were some ships there a couple of days ago,

but that's all I know. They aren't there now.

Q: Vietnamese Navy ships?
A: T have no idea.
Q: So no- ships under charter to the Military Sealift Command are presently
engaged in any organized effort of picking up refugees?
A: I would say that's probably a pretty accurate statement.

Q: I would like to go back to the Phu Quoc, we asked several times last
week what was planned for refugees at Phu Quoc, and there was never a clear
. answer. Is this part of the sealift?

d A: I don't have a clear answer for you; I just know that we are not there
now.

Q: Were we ever there? _ ‘
A: I don't know, I'll be glad to find out for you. I think we had picked

up some people or delivered some people there. I'm not quite sure about that,
but we are not there now,

Q: Has the Navy made its decision on which of the lightweight fighter
planes it will choose, the F-16 or the F-17?
A: No. ‘ '

Q: Are we going to hear about it today? )
A: The matter is being studied by the appropriate people in Defense, and
when the decision is made, it'1ll be announced promptly.

Q: Are we coming that close to that decision?

A: Probably, but don't nail me down. When the decision is made, it'll be
announced.

- Q: Has Mr.. Clements briefed on this yesterday or today? Or to be more
specific, did the Navy present its recommendations yesterday or today to Mr. Clements:
A: I don't know about the timing on it, but I know the mattdr is being
studied by the appropriate people in Defense. I've just been handed a note
’ which states the first planeload of refugees arrived at Fort Chaffee at

10 o'clock this morning. Everything went smoothly and the Governor was there .
to meet them. ’ - o '
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Q: Méy I make the request that once the decision is made on the F-16 '
or 17 by the Navy, that that announcement be accompanied by a briefing by

- some civilian official to explain the reasons behind it and the 1mplicat10ns
. of that recommendation?
-A: I'1ll certainly take your mquest. It soundsreasonable.

Q: Will you work with us to the extent that vou will not make the.
announcement after 5 o'clock today on the selectiom of that plane?
A: Don't pin me down on time. :

Q: The dec181on was supposed to have been made in March and it was
delayed and now we' re into May. It was supposed to hawe been made in April
and now .into May, I think these questlons are falr.

A. I didn't say they weren't fair.

Q: Are we getting anywhere close to that decision, so we could be
alerted on this thing? We're not asking to be given the decision if its
not ready for the next 24-48 hours.

A: You'll be notified.

Q: You can't say now whether. it'll be today or néxt week?
A: I can't say anything beyond what I've told wyou.

Q: Are NATO governments deciding this weekend whether or not to purchase
the YF-16?
, A: T don't know whether they are expected to or not. I know it's been .
under study for quite a while as you know. I don't know when they're coming
up with their decision. Why don't you ask them?

Q: When the Air Force announced their decision, they had a news conference
—-— Mr. Mclucas came down, everything. Can we expect that from - = Mr, Middendorf
also?

A: 1 think we'll handle it in a way that will give it maximum exposure
and we won't try to sneak anything out on you.

Q: Yesterday, the Secretary came down here and he said all U.S. Navy
ships have been removed from the vicinity of Vietnam —- Vietnamese waters ——
and he said that this action had preceded the North Vietnamese protest. Then
late yesterday our office put out an announcement that the Joint Chiefs of
Staff had issued orders at 3:00 p.m. EDT which was three hours after the
Secretary s news conference that all Navy ships and MSC ships were to leave.
I'm confused about the timing as to whether this order preceded or followed the
protest of the North Vietnamese.

A: I think I would stand on what Secretary Schlesinger said, John.

Q: That leaves it in a state of confusion.
A: I thought he was rather precise in the way he put it to you.

Q: A1l the ships were pulled out yesterday then? Not today, is that
correct?
A: That's correct.

Q: When was the JCS order announced?

‘;AE hWhatlfééﬁlgas théz in, John (Finney, NY Times)?
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¢+ About 6 p.m. DBI put it out.
A: That was an answer to query, wasn't 1t?

Q: It was at Schlesinger's news conference. Why weren't we all called? S
A: No one was called, I'm not familiar with what John is referring to.
If there is a problem I will look into it. The Secretary was down here and
you asked him a question and he answered it. I really don't see what the problem
is.

Q: Let's get it out in the open and discuss it. The problem is this:  The
Secretary comes down here and he makes certain statements. We are all covering
those statements. The Secretary himself said there were certain questions I -
cannot answer at this point, we will have to check on them. He said we shall
get you an answer and in fact he told Mr. Norman (Newsweek) we will get you time
of that order. The whole afternoon your office labored on this and finally at 6 p.m.
or thereabouts they came up with these answers to these questions. At that point
does your office see fit to call the reporters who had been at the news
conference and whom they should know are writing storieg about it to inform
them —- here are answers to some of the questions that were left unanswered at
the news conference. I think if you will check you will find that the office
did not call the interested reporters and that some reporters may have discovered
more by accident than by any concerted plan down in DDI. I think that office .
has an obligation, particularly since they are answering questions that the F
Secretary said would be amswered, to call the people and tell them.
A: I think you've got a point. There's another procedural matter; if
there are 40 people here and everybody is interested in it and we have the
information, there's also certain obligation on your part to call in, but
that's procedural matter and we can straighten that out.

Q: We often call in before our deadlines and we are told it isn't up.
Unless you go to rather great lengths to request that you be called on a
specific day, you never do get called.

A: My understanding is that my office goes out of its way to accommodate
your needs and if they are not doing the job they should be doing and I

" want to know about it and I will see to it that the matter is corrected.

Q: That's why 1 just made the comments.

END
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DoD Morning News Briefing
Thursday, May 1, 1975; 12:00 Noon
(ASD/PA Laitin)

A number of you in the last few days have asked for interviews with
Secretary Schlesinger, so because I was not able to comply with all those
requests I have invited Secretary Schlesinger to come down here himself
today and he will be here within a few minutes.

Meantime, I just wanted to respond to one query that I had yesterday
afternoon from a number of you asking whether the bodies of the two Marines
killed at Tan Son Nhut on Monday had been taken out of Vietnam and I just
wanted to tell you that .the bodies are on the MIDWAY.

For the record, I would also like to get a slight error corrected that
was made here yesterday by me when I reported that an F-14 had taken 20
rounds of ammunition, enemy fire. I discovered that the message that I
saw did indeed say F-14, but it turns out to be a typographical error,
which I'm sure none of you have had happen to you. It was an F-4 and not
an F-14 and the rounds did not hit the plane, but they were observed in the
alr. Aside from that, my report was accurate. :

"Q: What is the position of the ships off the coast.of Vietnam now?

A: I think that might be a question, in view of the fact that Secretary
Schlesinger is expected here momentarily, that you might want to address to
him, Mr. Finney.

Q: Were any F-14s used in the operation for cover?

A: There were a couple of squadrons of F-l4s available on one of the
carriers and I'm not certain as to whether any of them were used. You know
they're high~flying craft; they operate most effectively at a higher altitude.

if you are interested in that, then I'll run a check. But the aircraft I referred

to you yesterday was an F-4, I hope I don't have to issue another correction
on that. '

Q: Did they ever clear up where this radio message came to delay the landing

of those helicopters a couple of days ago?

" A: No, I have not. I tried to find out. I have not any additional
information on that, but again you may want to address that to Secretary
Schlesinger.

If there are any other questions that you don't follow up from yesterday's
briefing, I'11l be glad to take the questions before the Secretary comes.

Q: If there any reason why the Secretary has to schedule these news
conferences in such an Iimpromptu secret manner?

A: They aren't scheduled. I told him of a number of requests I'd had
to talk to him in the past day and suggested that it would be a good idea for
him to come down at my briefing and he agreed to do it. I notice you're all
here. .

MORE
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Q: Your people are so uncertain whether he's going to have a press
conference any day that when we get messages, it doesn't even say that he
may come down. It's just that Colonel somebody called or Captain somebody
called and I for one just happened to amble in here.

A: We're glad to have you aboard, Mike (Getler). Are you suggesting
" you wouldn't have been here if you thought that only I was doing the briefing?

Q: Even the call we're getting; we're having to question very thoroughly
to ascertain what's happening.

A: All I can say is that I am delighted to see that you're here and
I'm sure that Secretary Schlesinger will be delighted to see you're here too.

Gentlemen, Secretary,Schlesinger.
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. DoD Morning News Briefing
Wednesday,  April 30, 1975 ll 15 a.m.
.~ (ASD/PA Laitin)

Announcements:

1. Secretary Schlesinger is calling on King Hussein of Jordan at Blair House
-in the District.

Q: What time is that?

, A: It was scheduled for 10 o'clock; I don' t know how long it 8 lasting.
_He may still be there.

2. On the Hi1l: Thomas Dashiell of ODDR&E is appearing before open session

‘of the House Science and Technology Subcommittee concerning the DoD environ-.
~mental quality research and development program.

3. Secretary Schlesinger sent a message to Admiral Gayler; Cemmander in
Chief, Pacific, late last night, which I'll read to you and then give you copies.

"Once again it is my privilege to congratulate you and the men and women
of your Command for your continuous and exhausting efforts in the evacuation
of personnel from South Vietnam during the past twenty-four hours. Again,
‘as in the evacuation from Phnom Penh, the world has witnessed the

- professionalism and dedication of America's military forces in executing
. a most difficult Operation. »

"The performance of people under your €ommand is in keeping with the
highest traditions of the Armed Services and reflects great credit on them,
" on the Pacific Command, and on the Department of Defense.

"Please extend to your entire Command our appreciation for another
job well done." :

.~ Now that we've had a chance to take a few steps back and look at this
operation, getting away from some of the nuts and bolts which we all had to
. concentrate. on during the past forty-eight hours, there are one or two things
that we missed because of the rapidly developing situation. One was that an
" F=1l4 from the carrier ENTERPRISE took about 20 rounds of antiaircraft fire,
but the plane remained operable, landed sefely, and the pilot was not injured.

Q: Where'd this happen? _ . , ,

A: It happened over Vietnam. I wasn't able to nail it down. I probably
can do that later if it's of any interest to you. It took twenty rounds of
37mm fire while acting as part of the ¢over for the helicopter airlift.

Q: Do you have the time?
. At The message doesn't carry the time, but I can get that for 'you later.
I did try to get it before I came in here. but I find that if you try to nail
every one of those details down, you'd never get in here to get the job done.

Q
A

(.
/4

Did they return the fire?
No.

MORE
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Q: In other words, two planes that were hit in the entire operation

"and only one plane that expended ammunition?

A: In recapping the whole project, which I have not had time to do in
detail, I think you're probably right. The next couple of days we'll try to
pull everything together. We really haven't had sufficient time.

Q: The helicopter was fired on; it wasn't hit, was 1t?
A: The lead helicopter at the DAO compound " attracted some small arms

fire, but as far as we know it was not hit. I don't know of any othér aircraft.
that received any fire. ‘ - .

Q The F-4 that took fire and responded youvdidn't say at the time that

1t'd been hit. |

A: As far as I know, it did not get hit. but it took a dim view of belng
fired upon, as I recall. ,

-_Q: -So where in. Vietnam did this happen?

. At I've got a latitude and longitude here, but I haven't been able to nail
itvdovn. I1'1l have that for you afterwards. :

Q: Can you give that to us?
A: Sure we can.

Q: Was it definitely communist fire? : -
A: 1 haven't the slightest idea whether it was. Let's put it this way,
it was apparently a rather unfriendly thing to do.

'Q: I understand there was some antiaircraft fire; was there any

- - indication there was any SAM fire by 2's and 7's?

‘ A: Yes, the:e was; I reported that yesterday.

Q: *Of the 30 shots fired by the F-14, how many actually hit?
A: ‘I said there were 20 rounds it took. 1 don't know how many rounds
were fired. It took 20 rounds.

Q:' You werengoing to’give us the latitude end longitude points.
A: 1I'1ll give it to you right after the briefing.

Q: How many instances were there of Americans returning fire?
A: I haven't assembled all that. The only one I recall reporting to

"you 1s the F-4 that responded to AAA fire. He did drop bombs, and there

were secondaty explosions as a result of that.

Where was that?
It was over Sailgon.

Q
A
Q: How near Saigon was the AAA? _

A: It was over Saigon. I don't know what part of thée city it was.
Q:

A

Q:

A

Where d he drop the bombs? . .
He dropped the bombs on the AAA implacement.

Where was that?

I don't know whaﬁjnart of Saiébn; It was in Saigon, as I recall it.
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Q:v But the others, there were some SA-7s fired at the helicopters? -
A: There was SA~7 fire. There was one helicopter that reported being
fired on by three SA~7s and all three missiles did not hit the target.

Q: Was it full of evacuees? . '
A: I don't know. I reported that yesterday and I don't recall whether

' 1t had evacuees in 1t or not. At any rate, the helicopter was not hit.

Q: What time did you report that? :
"A: I don't know. Sometime over the past forty-eight hours. I can look
that up. I've got ‘three transcripts and then a couple of times I came into the
presa room and reported on it :

Q: Is that the only time the SAM-7s were fired that you know of?
At That I know of at the moment. yes.

Q: Any other SAMs fired?

A: The SA~7 as you all probably know is that shoulder weapon operated
by two men.

n Q: Wasn't there SA-7s3 fired against two South Vietnamese plenes?
A: There was. I haven't been able to check on this, I heard that there
were at least two South Vietnamese ‘Planes - one was a boxcar -that were

 brought down apparently by an SA-7; I haven't been able to check that out.

Q: With the possible exception of the Marines leaving the Eﬁhessy last night

- there was ho other time that we think South Vietnamese fired on American»
" planes or helicopters? :

A: I don' t even know rhat the fire yesterday was by South Vietnamese.

Q: That was a possible-exception. There was no report otherwise?
A: There's nofrecord that I know of even indicating that.

Q: Charlie (Corddry, Baltimore Sun) ‘has something in his story this
morning saying that the Marines had to use. teargas in an exchange of small arms

-fire at the Embassy last night between our guys and South Vietnemeee. You

have no record of that?
A: I tried to get additional 1nformation on that, it is still not
available. :

Q: You say it is true that Marines had to fire on South Vietnamese? .

A: I did not; I said I tried to get information on that before I came in
here. There's still not any information aside from what you were given
yesterday as to what happened but I am still trying to get additional
details on that.

Q: Were there eey Marines in the fihal hours of the evacuatipn hurtf
- A: Apparently not. I've asked for a report on that. .The indications

'are there were no caeualtiee.

Q: I don't know what information was’ glven on these Marines. Late last
night were you saying that they did use teargas and exchange small arms

fire, the last few gecring Out? »
" MORE
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At I don't know. I'm sure there's a complete report about what was given
out last night but I've not seen it yet.

Q: I'm not sure there was a complete report, that's why I'm asking.
A: T say a complete report on what we had available which was not much.

Q: Could i make a suggestion? I don't want to make too much of it but

‘I think it's important. There are those of us who spent the whole day
here yesterday and found that information was being put out but not generally.:

In other words, 1f information came out, it was given piecemeal and ro
copy was made of it, no distribution was made generally to the group after
the 9:00 a.m. press conference. From 9:00 until zero, which is right
now, we got no printed or written statements as to what was put out.

" Ay That's right. My recollection, Lloyd, 1s that after 9:00 which I

' gave out was Just recapping what 1'd given out before and putting it into

some semblance or order but 1'11 be glad to go over the whole thing with
anybody that wants to and’ get it all on the tecord

Q: Was there an intetruption of the airlift during the afternoon because
of weather or crew fatigue for an hour and 20 minutes?
-+ At The interruption was, remember these pilots had been flying for 14
hours, many of these hours in darkness and maneuvering at low levels
over a clty with which many of them were unfamiliar and with SA-7s firing on
occasion and putting down on home rooftops. It was quite a remarkable venture
and I think there are probably a lot of dramatic details of this that are
not yet told and hopefully we will get them in due course. Remember this
was probably the greatest helicopter evacuation in history. Over 7,000 people
were taken out, : '

Is that over 7, 0007
Over 7,000 people were taken out by helicopter alone.

. How many Americans and how many South Vietnamese?
There vere 1,000 Americans. : :

PTIE T

The queetion'earlier,was whether or not there'd been any interruptionm.
I addressed myself to it. I said there had been an interruption.that
might have been to give the crew a 1itt1e time to rest up and a lot of other
things. . 4

0 »O PO

Q: How long did it last?
A: I believe it was about two hours.

Q: About what time was 1t? :
~A: It was in the early afternoon,our eatly afternoon. I can nail
that down for you. I don't have it here.

Q: Were there any other third country nationals taken out?

A: I don't know. They're scattered over quite a few ships and a lot
of people were taken aboard ships from various types of seaborne craft -
that put Out from Vung Tau beach. '

' Q: Is there any chance that some third country nationals are aboard
those ships? :

A: It could be. We don't have the'information'on it and it's very VORE
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difficult right now to get all the information, all the details at once from
the ships because thelr communications, as you can understand, are being
pretty well taxed. We did work overnight making sure where there were

' correspondents aboard ships that they were given some priority so that

. their copy could get out. As you probably have been noticing this morning,
the stories are coming off the ships and particularly the BLUE RIDGE"
where several days ago we had put a pool of reporters and photographers.. _
Their copy has begun to. come through starting yesterday and I think there 11
be- more and more coming ,

Q: Could you tell us how many got out by boat and taken aboerd American
ships? '
.. A: We now estimate the total evacuees aboard Navy and MSC ships,
including the 7,000 plus that came aboard by helicopter is at 25,000. people.
Of these, 1,000 are Americans. Fighteen thousand got there by surface
craft of one kind or another.

' Q: They were all picked up?
. A:  They were all picked up.

- Q: From Vung Tau and other spots along the coast barges, sampans and
’ whatnot just coming out?
Ar And rafts and whatnot.

.- - Qi But t_h'at"s/‘ still going on, isn't'_it,, that pickup operation?
A: I understand that it has not ended yet and that's why some ships are
. there and a good many other naval craft are pointed eastward at the moment.

Q: When did they start picking up this 18,0007
- A: It's been going on, but in large numbers, the past couple of days since the
helicopter airlift began. .

: Q: Do you have a total figure on the number of people that have come out of
Vietnam in the last three weeks? _
A: 1I'11 take that question. I've got it somewhere. I don't have it here.

Q: What happens now to these 18, 000 unsolicited evacuees by boat? Do they
_get taken to Guam or wherever else out of Vietnam?
A: The first thing that's going to happen, they're going to move some
of the refugees around so they can organize it better on the craft. The redis-
tribution and consolidation of the refugees, which is to insure maximum
safety and the health of the refugees, is now going on.  Generally, the ships
are expected to sail to Subic where the refugees will be either transferred to an
- airlift or other.ships and would have to be reprovisioned for sailing to other
porta. Some of them will undoubtedly go to Guam; some will go direct to Guam
and this 1s being worked out now.

Q:. What are the conditions on those ships; that's an awful lot of people
for even ten or twelve ships, isn't 1t?
A: That's right.

Q: What are the conditions? Are they like the ships that came down from
Danang and the North?

MORE
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A 1 would doubt it. Remember these ships were prepared to take on

" the refugees.

Q: 25,0007

A: No, they weren't prepared to take on that many but they were prepared
to handle any contingency situation I would guess. I haven't heard any reports
and 1 haven't heard any complaints from the ships either.

Q: Could we get a rundown again of the ships that were involved in this
operation?

A: We could get that. I thought you all had that.

. Q: Are there any ships pointed at South Vietnam to pick up any additional
refugees?

A: We' 11 have to wait for that information but 1’ 11 get it for you.

Q: What's the total now, the number of those evacuated? Would it be
40,000 ‘plus 25,0007

A: I said T would get a recap of those figures for you.

Q: Are these 18 to 25,000 mainly on MSC ships?
A: A lot of them are.

Q: SecrEtary Kissinger mentioned a figure of 55,000. Was he‘including _
these 18,0007 T
A: I don't know, I assume he was. I don't knoww what figure he was

working with but when we get the total figure if it's close to that figure, then
obviously he was. '

Q: The people that were airlifted, were they taken to the carriers or trans-
port ships?

A: They were taken mostly to the carriers for obvious reasons —- they could
land easier. But some of the other ships had helipads and they were taken
there. You know what happened on the BLUE RIDGE;'they had a little problem.

Q: Most of ‘the people were evacuated by helicopters are on the
carriers now then, right?

A: They were aboard the: carriers and I don't know whether there 8 been
any redistribution yet. There must have been some.

Q: How many ships are still standing off the South Vietnamese coast? _
- At I don't know how many are standing off and how many have set sail,
but I'11 try to get that.

Q: They are staying in ihternational waters?
A: Yes,

Q: What euthority is the Defense Department relying upon to continue

‘this evacuation effort now that all the Americans have been withdrawn?

A: T don't know whether they are continuing the effort. There's no law
that says you can't pick up somebody who is in distress on the high seas.

Q: Presumably these 18,000 that were picked up were anybody who appeared
MORE
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~ to be picked up. There was no blue slips from the Embassy saying that they
' fit into oneé of the immigration categorias?
A: They were undocumented, if that's what you mean, many of them,

Incidentally that will have to be a job that will be taken up when they
reach a port; that is, separating the documented people, the ones who have
passports and the papers are all in order from the others. Of course, that's what
the Interagency Indochina Committee will be handling. They're meeting every

day and reviewing the whole situation.

Q: 1Is there any possibility that there are Americans still in Saigon who could
get out for one reason or another and who wanted to get out? ' .
.~ A: The only ones that I know of were a couple of United Press -correspondents
and they had a special problem of not being able to reach the Embassy As
far as I know, they are still there. .

- Q: No U.S. employees or others that you know of that did not get out?
~ A: No. :

Q:" No DAO people or Americans?
A: No.

Q: How many landing zones and how did they organize this thing in the
first place?

A: T wanted to get more detailed information. I thOught you’d be interested
in this (photo) =- this is the Embassy compound area. The U.S. Marine guard
had to remove some trees from this area here, which is you see 95x115 feet, next
to the Embassy and this for the CH-46 and CH-53 landings. I think that even an
expert helicopter pilot under good conditions would consider that not an overly
ample landing site. Can you imagine doing that in the bad weather they had
there during the night and at night and then of course on the roof over there?

Q: How large is the roof?
A: The roof is half the size of this little yard — 45 ft. by 70 ft. 1
do not know whether they used this site over here.

. Q: What's that site?
. At This site looks like a parking lot.
Q

: That's going beyond the Embassy compound wall?
A: Yes. I don't think they used that. The roof could not take the CH-53s
becauae they couldn't atand the weight.

Q: How did you get the picture?

A: Charlie (Corddry), this was the picture I examined down in the National
Command Center when I was there keeping in touch with what was going on and 1
saw Secretary Schlesinger and General Brown referring to this and so this

morning before coming in here, when I was looking over my notes, I sent somebody
down to ask if I could borrow the picture and here it is.

Q: Now while that gets us that far, 1 how did 1t get to the NMCC?
Is it an old picture or is it one made yesterday and transmitted here sometime?
A: No, I've seen this picture for a week. :

Q: How many other landing zones were there?
MORE
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A: That was it and here i1s the picture of the DAO compound out at Tan

“Son Nhut. This is the compound area here and here's the baseball field. Some

of you probably know this area pretty well. I think that most of the landingé oe
were here in the tennis courts. 1I'll leave these here or keep them in my office
if any of you want to examine them more closely.

Q: Can we get copies of those?
A: It'll be easier for me to get you coples of this area rather than

. this copy. It 1s one of those bureaucratic things. These belong to the
Command Center but I can get similar type photographs if you want them. If you do,

please let me or my secretary or Commander Hamilton or DDI --

Q: Is there any word on the two missing crewmen?
A: They are still considered missing in action Theit names E
is home in Okinawa-Japan.

Q: Do we have a stateside?
A: No, we just have his next of kin as his wife -- Carol Una- Nystul -

‘who 1ives in Okinawa. The other crew member is lst Lieutenant Michael John

Shea. He lives in E1 Paso, Texas. Next of kin is his wife -- Jennifer

,Claire Shea, El Paso, Texas.

Q: Are these Army types?
A: No, these are Marines.

Q: They're still listed officially as missing in. action?

A: They're reported as migssing. They were half of the crew of a CH-46
helicopter Marine Corps -~ and it went down near the carrier HANCOCK. The
other two Marine crewmen aboard the helicopter were rescued.

Q: Do you have ages on these guys?
A: No, I don‘t. :

: Were there passengers on those?
‘A: No, there were not.

That would be the assumption.

¢ We were told it was a rescue chopper, wasn't it?
A: Then it was.

Q

A

Q: They were on their way out?

Al

Q

A

: How much ordnance did the U.S. Air Force expend there? :
¢ I don't know, but it's a good question. I'm sure we'll come up
with a statistic on that at some point in time.

"Q: These 18.000 refugees were undocumented? That is any refugee who could
make —-

A: Not necessarily. I just assume a good many of them were.
Q: Is that what we're doing? We're assuming that these were just anybody

who could make it out to the U.S. ships?
A: That s right.
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Q: At what point did that policy begin? . '
A: I don't know that it was established policy but’ they were: there and

..they were on the high seas and they were rescued from whatever craft they
were on. : :

’Q: Are they still coming?
A: I've heard but haven't been able to check it officially that some of it
is still going on but I don't know to what degree.

7 vQ:e How many miles off South Vietnam are those ships?

-As  Beyond three miles.
. Q: Beyond three ~-- would it be five, ten?
A: I said beyond three. ;
Q: Why do you say three miles? Is the international waters of Vietnam?
.A: Because I asked somebody how far out the ships were and they said

beyond three miles. They were at varying distances from land as any flotilla
would be. s

. Q: In other words, the DoD still regards three milee as the territorial
limits of Vietnam?
A: If you're asking me, that's a legal question, 1’ 11 be glad to get an
. .~ answer for you. ‘

o Q: How many fighter planes and other air cover protection planes were
‘involved in this operation? What Services were involved? v
A: The Navy, Marines and Air Force were very much involved. There were 120
U.S. Air Force planes involved. :

Q: From Thailand?
A: Thailand.
Q

: You're talking now about fighter type planes rather than transports?
A: And tankers. Remember, hours before this operation began U.S. Air Force
. tankers had to prepare for and position themselves and many of the fighter planes
that provided air cover for the helicopters remained in the alr for considerable
amount of time as a result of this air refueling capability mostly by the Air Force.
Q: This had to be planned several days ahead that you were going to- L
airlift them out, this could not have been a last minute decision for Option Iv.
A: It was a last minute decision for Option IV. But these four options
had been available to Ambassador Martin for a period of time and the military
was aware of it and obviously had to prepare for any of the congingencies
presented to them by the selection of any of the options, all of which were
. exercised up to and including the final option which was known as Option IV.

Q: Option I, you wouldn't have had to have air cover? _
o A: That's right. Option II called for a military response and so did
‘ Option III gpng obviously, Option IV.

Q: How long were the tankers on station, circling in the area to be used,
a week? - : '

A: No, but they were prepared to move on short notice. - ORE
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-Q: How 1ong would it have taken them from their bases in Thailand to
their positions for the operation?

A: It would depend on which bases they came from but they were in position
when they were needed; let's put it that way.

_ ‘Q: There was a lag of about almost two hours between the order to begin
Option IV and the time -- .

A: To be precise, it was an hour and 50 minutes.

Q:' Is that accounted for by what you just deacribed?
A: I would think that a large part of that was. required because it took
that 1ong to get everybody positioned including the air cap.

Qi;blncluding the tankers and air cap?
A: Mostly the air cap.

Q: How many Navy planes were involved?
A: It was closer to 150. Involved is a tricky word let' s say were

available for participation. I'm covering myself in case some of them never
took off '

: What kinds of aircraft were involved in the cover?
You know there was an F-14; F-4s, A-Ts.

How many were airborne over South Vietnam?
" Most of them were at some time or another but not all at the same time.

: Those figures do not include helos? : o

' That figure does not include helicopters. My recollection is that there
were 81 helicopters. Incidentally, while we're on the subject of helicopters,
quote a few of those were U.S. Air Force helicopters that operated from the
carrier MIDWAY. As a minor footnote in history, this is the first time that
Air Force helicOpters operated Operationally off a carrier.

>o o PO

" Q: What was the reason Or can you explain for the delay in landing of the
helicopter that you spoke of yesterday?

A: No. The information I gave you at the time was accurate and still ie.

Q: You also said that questions are being asked, or an effort_being made to
find out what happened. I assume the effort is still going on?

A: Yes, quite naturally there was an effort at the time to find out why -
it was issued, where it came from and together with a number of other things
on this whole successful operation it is being looked into and perhaps they' 11
come up with some anawera for you.

Q: What order was given to ships still lying off the South Vietnamese
coast as to what type of refugees were picked up?
A: I don't kndw, but I'11 be glad to try to find out.

Q: WOuld you, and get more precise information on this, how many ships' how
long they're going to atay on station? .

A: Most of them, 1've already told you, are going to head toward
Subic because they re needed.

MORE
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. Q: You also sald a certain number of ships had remained there to pick
up people.
A: For a matter of a short period of time, I'm talking in terms of hours,
or maybe a day or something. Because they aren't all going to steam back
to Subic.

Q: How do the ships establish that the people they are picking up are high
risk Vietnamese. the ones that we've said that we were going to evacuate?

A:  I'1ll check into that, but I don't know whether you apply that rule
to'somebody who is on a small boat on the high seas and asks for help.

Q: Can you tell us how things are going at the three bases here in this
country where they re' taking ‘in the refugees and are they going to ship these
25,000 to these bases eventually?

"A: " Some of the refugees have already been taken to Camp Pendleton but
‘these are the evacuees, I should call them, that have come here by fixed
wing aircraft. I have requested and it's been carried out that: competent,
high level military personnel be assigned to handle the public affairs
‘situation at these camps. If you want the names of these officers in charge,

I would suggest you call DDI. They've got the names. There's a Lieutenant

Colonel Art Brill, a very competent officer at Pendleton; Col. Ryock at

Camp Chaffee; and Major Smith at Eglin. Eglin will probably be the last to tdke

in some of these people: it's unfortunately a place where they would have to

erect mostly tents. They don't have the same barracks capability as Chaffee and
‘ Pendleton.

Q: Is the plan to go to Pendleton, f11ll it up and then move to Chaffee, £111
-1t up and then move to Eglin?
A: That's the general thinking but you really ought to go to the
Interagency Committee headed by Ambassador Brown to get more precise information
on that, except for day to day information at- the camps and then we've got
these PAO setups’ there and. _they'll later be assisted - by State Department
people to handle the aspects of it that are non—military oriented.

qQ: What is the Defense Department reaction to the military defeat in
South Vietnam and the surrender of the South Vietnamese government?
' A: For the first part of your question, I would address you to the
statement of Secretary Schlesinger that he transmitted to the Armed Forces
yesterday and which you condensed so well in your broadcast this morning.

Q: As the record now stands, the only time that our forces used any
fire was the F-4 dropping bombs; if that is not correct, I hope you will
correct it for the record and let us know.

A: 1 don't know whether there was any small arms fire returned That
might be a little difficult to establish for a couple of days, but eventually
"you'll get all of that information. The only incident was the one you referred’
to, offhand of a fighter plane returning any fire. "

Q: There was an F-4 that returned fire agalnst the SA-7 missiles that were
o fired at that helicopter you said. So. it was two F-4s that actually -~
. A: T don't believe.I said that. :

Q: You told me yourself that there were three missiles fired at a helicopter,
~ MORE
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he called in an F-4 who ‘went down to try and suppress fire against whoever
wasg ==

A: T don't know whether he fired or not.
- Q: You don't know whether he actually fired or not, but he was called in.

' Q: What service was the F—4 that was fired on and fired back? Was that
~ Navy or Air Force?

- Ay 1 11 have to find that out for you.

Q: I'd appreciate 1t if you would because there :geems to- be some doubt
in some quarters whether. this airplane actually did, as the saying goes, expend
ordnance. : .

A: Where dOes the doubt come from’

Q: 1' m not going to tell you that; it may be that I've been?the wrong Service.
A: I can tell you that was officially notified that they dropped bombs, so let's
clear up that part of it. Maybe it's the Service that wasn't able to tell you.

Q: How many of the South Vietnamese planes landed in Thailand?
~ A: I made a note of one other thing that I wanted to tell you. There
were 72 planés, mostly Vietnamese operated -- one of them was Air America;
I don't know who operates them -- that flew to Thailand with approximately
2,100 people. .

Q: Mbstly C-130s? :
A: There were 13 C-47; 27 F-5s and s0 forth. I don't have a complete
‘record so 1et 8 juet stand on that. '

. Q: How many C-130s? =
,A. 1 don' t have any record of a C—130

Qi What s happening to the aircraft?
-A. I haven t. any idea._

'Q: Has any other country either volunteered or shown a willingness to
discuss settling on permanent basis Vietnamese refugees other than the U.S.?
-That would be more of a matter to address to this Interagency Committee
: and possibly to the State Department.

Q: I was just wondering whether you'd heard anything?
A: No, I haven't heard anything at all; it's a little early for that.

Q: Did you say that more Vietnamese aircraft went to other countries
besides these in Thailand and the approximately 18 helicopters you discussed
yesterday going to the ships offshore?

- A: No, I have no knowledge of any other aircraft.

'Q: still abOut 18 helicopters that came to the ships offshore or

have there been some more?

A: I can't even verify the 18 except 1 did mention 18 yesterday; I don't
know whether there were any additional ones. .

g
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Q: Did you eay ‘the F-14 did not return fire?
A: I have no knowledge that it did so I assume it did not. I'm sure
. 1 would have heard that it had.

I mentioned a little earlier about the refugees that were evacuated and
have arrived at various bases on the West Coast during the past 24~36 hours
now totals 1,700 from Indochina: arriving on 12 MAC C-1l4ls and two commercial MAC
charter aircraft. Of these, 437 are presently at Camp Pendleton and the

' remainder are either enroute to Pendleton or in the case of persone with
immediate’ sponsors ‘have been relocated

Q: Is the United States still flying reconnaisaance flights over South
Vietnam? .
(AR I don't know.

Q: Can ‘you confirm or deny that Ky ‘18 ‘'on board the MIDWAY?

A: He's on the BLUE RIDGE -- ~ and Ambassador Martin. T understand
that Ambassador Martin was to hold a press conference aboard the BLUE
RIDGE this morning.v

- Q: Did Ky fly ‘out with Martin at the very. end?
A 1 don t think he did; I have no knowledge that he did.

Q: Would you establish whether we are st111 flying recon flights for
. . u8 please?
A: I don't know whether we discuss operational questions like that
but 1f we do, I' 11 get it for you.

Q: In the past Mr. Schlesinger has. openly acknowled°ed we were flying unarmed
recon flights.
A: There are. times when one abandons rules and he's in a position to do 1it.

- Qs General Sidle mentioned it here about a week ago.
‘ A: I will check it. I'm not denying you the information and I'm not
“assuming that I know what the proper rules are but I will find out about it and tell
it to you 1if T can. E

,Q:' That hour end’SO minute delay you referred ‘to before -- :
A:  There wasn't an hour and 50 minute delay; it took an hour and 50
minutes before they took off from the carrier.

Q: You spoke of tankers (1naudib1e) do you mean. poaitions in the air or just -
getting ready to take off? . .
A: Both,

Q: Who gaVe the order on that and why?-
A: The operation was under CINCPAC.‘

Q: I'd 1ove to know why 1t would have been necessaty for a SOO-mile '
an hour tanker to take off from Utapao hours before any evacuation had been ordered
‘ A: I didn't say that they took off hours before the evacuation order.

Q¢ You implied that.

Ay I said‘before the evacuation started, that's what I meant to say. \ORE
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Q:  The order for evacuation was at 10:51 p.m. local time. If
they were several hours earlier -- let's say 7:51, which would have been
some time before the order --

A: If it's of importance for vou to know exactly when they took off, I'll
be glad to find it out. Conceivably one of them could have been ordered to take
off the minute it looked as though there was the possiblity of having a large
scale choppet evacuation.

- Q: You implied_beforefthat the helicopters were delayed for two hours in
order to give the tankers and air cover time to get over the scene.
~ A: I said that was part of the reason why. I don't know enough about
carrier helicopter operations to know precisely why. That information is probably.
very easily available and I'1l be glad to get it for you if you want it. They also
had to deploy search and rescue choppers; that probably was a factor.

Q: Can't we simply find out when the tankers took off?
A: - They were on station thoughout the operation and if it's all that

1mportant to find out exactly what hour they were on station, I'm sure that I
can get that information for you.

END
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DoD Morning News Briefing
Monday, April 28, 1975, 11:15 a.m.
(Maj. Gen. Sidle

Announcements:

1. On the Hill: Assistant Secretary of Army for Financial Management Mr.
Hall is at an open session of the House Government Operations Subcommittee
on Army Procurement of Computer Systems. We have a statement.

2. No speeches.

: i

3. I noticed seven of you took advantage of that AWACS flight this morning.
At 2:00 o'clock this afternoon there will be a ground orientation which
will be open to the media. Details at the Air Force Desk.

4, Last night the Norweglan'Chief of Defense General Herman Zeiner Gundersen,
arrived in Washington. He's visiting the U.S. as a guest of General Brown.
There will be an arrival ceremony for him tomorrow at the River Entrance

and then he's going to pay courtesy calls on the Service Chiefs of Staff

and Mr. Ellsworth, ASD/ISA. Then he's going to see some of our

installations around the country. '

5. I know you're all interested in what's coming out of Saigon and I'm sorry

to say I can't give you much on that. We're having trouble getting information
that we can rely on. We do know that we can confirm that there were at least

four A37's that did bomb Tan Son Nhut. They destroyed some Vietnamese _

Air Force planes. No U.S. They destroyed part of the base ops area. Those

of you who have been there know where that is. Who Flew them? We don't know. The
most rellable report we have is that there actually weren't any U.S. aircraft

on the ground at the time of the attack although one C-130 was definitely coming

in and he was waved off and returned to Clark. The Air Base was closed and

there is one report in just before I came in that it's reopened and also one

report just before I came in that it wasn't. So I give you that and you can

take your pick. My guess is that it's probably reopened, but we don't know that yet.

The rumors about strafing the palace, we can't confirm. The report we
have on that says specifically they can't confirm it. The gunfire heard
downtown is also in the same status. There has been some shooting in downtowm
Saigon, but nobody seems to know what it is at this point. Remember now, we're
down now to much smaller group than we were before and it's a 1little harder to
get the information over there.

Q: Is the DAO office closed?
A: As far as I know, it is not closed.

Q: Is it closing today?

A: I can't answer that, I don't know.

Q: How big is it now? ‘

A: I don't have the exact figure. I can get that for you after the briefing.
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A
Q: Has there been any order at all to pull the remaining Americans out --

just leave today? .
A: 1I'll take the question, I think the answer is no, not yet. As you

know, we're thinning down and have been for a number of days.

Q: 1Is there any confirmation to the report that the A-37s were chased
back to Phan Rang?

A: No confirmation of that. In fact, no confirmation that had anything
to do with Phan Rang except a couple of press stories. We don't have anything
official on that at all.

A4

Q: Were any A37's captured on some of the fields that they (NVN) took?

N A: Yes, indeed. A couple of dozen at least. So you can build a case .
either way on this; that's the thing that makes it hard to come up with
N an answer without any information.

Q: How many Americans left in Saigon?
A: The latest figure we have and we're running about 12 hours behind,
was about 900. I think it was 870. That's a hazy figure because it changes every
N hour on the hour, but they are guaranteed down below a thousand, that I know.

Q: Has there been any change in the resources available for a military style
of evacuation, 1f that is necessary, that we have out there?

A: Afloat?
Q: VYes. o .
A: No change on the Afloat. As you know, we've got a new squadron of ‘

130's over there that has arrived at Clark Air Base.

Q: Where'd they come from?
A: They came from Little Rock Air Force Base in Little Rock.

Q: A squadron?
A: A squadron between 14 and 16.

Q: Could you give us the total of available 130 and 140 aircraft?
A: 1'11 take that. I can get you the total of what they're using. Of
4 course, it's a great number available. .

Q: I mean what's available at Clark being used right now?
A: OK. I'll take that. I just don't know. .

Q: There was a report this morning that they're flying only propellered
alrcraft instead of jets. ;

A: I understand that they're not flying anything at the moment that
we can confirm. You're talking about into Tan Son Nhut.

Q: In or out?
A: My information is, and again I want to double check it, that that
is correct. '

Q: Are they flying any C-58? ' L
A: No C-5s, 130's only. : . '
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Q: Why is that?
A: They are less susceptible to being shot down, that 8 the main reason
and we had quite a bit of experience in that. :

Q: When did you take the 141's out?
A: This is very recent.

Q: Is that the reason why the additional C-130s were ordered?
A: I can't answer that. That was not evident, but it makes sense.

Q: Is the Marine level about 6,000?
: That's a pretty gooed figure.

Q: There are still five carriers, right?

A: Five carriers. These are the ones we talked about the other day.
You know when they get themselves into a configuration where you have a
battalion landing team plus helicopters, it adds about 800. We were running,
you recall, at about 4,000 and it worked its way up to S 000, Counting all
these other fellows, it gets up close to 6,000. : :

Q: Any of the Marines gone ashore to augment the Embassy guards?
A: No, we shipped in the 40 that we talked about Friday to augment the
Embassy guards.

What's the total?
About 40 additional Marines to augment the Embassy guards.

Q
A

e es

' Q: Those are the ones that are mentioned in the paper this morning that
are in the DAO? :
A: These are the only Marines that we've sent in were the 40 that I announced
to you on Friday; it brings the total --

Q: Some guy in Saigon interviewed Marines in the DAO cafeteria7
A: The DAO is part of the Embassy.

Q: I think you mentioned the other day that if we couldn't fly into
Tan Son Nhut that conceivably we would use helicopters going into downtown
or some other area; have we done any of that at a1l1?

A: No. You know if worse comes to worse that's the last thing we do.

Q: Do you anticipate that in light of the apparantly confused but
nevertheless dangerous situation in Saigon where there's been some bombing
and some firing in town, that there will be a substantial pullout of the
remaining 870 or so Americans today?

A: I can't comment on that. That's a decision that's going to be made
somewhere else.

Q: Our people in Wiesbaden were contacted by someone close to the NATO
command and were briefed on a directive entitled MC-1l4-4 from the military commit-
tee discussing the change of NATO's strategy along lines of the Schlesinger
doctrine. I was wondering if you could give me anything on that or direct
me to where I can find out about that?

A: 1I'll take the question, I had not heard about this.

Q: The other thing.aloﬁg ihose 1ines that I've talked to a couple
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of people about here, there stems to be some bickering or argument between
U.S. and Germany in particular, command people in NATO around the idea
of limited nuclear war versus the other strategy. Do you have anything
on that? ‘

A: Again, let me take the question. As you may recall, there have
been discussions of this type going on between the various members of NATO
for as long as I can remember but I don't know of anything recent.

Q: Has there been any ground fire at Tan Son Nhut at any of the
American planes7 :

A: We've had the five reported incidents (that we've reported) and we
have been unable to confirm any Jf them.

Q: Which were these five ~-— I'm sorry I missed those?

A: This was spread out over last week., There were two one day and
then there were two another day and there was a lul]l and then there was one.
I don't remember the exact dates, but we can get all that.

Q: Are there 57s down there?

A: Not confirmed. It looked like 57 or maybe even something less but
we just haven't been able to confirm that they were actual attacks on the
aircraft.

Q: Any damage?
A: No damage on any alrcraft to include this morning.

Q: Was there a 36-hour interruption of the C-130 operations this past
week because of the Guam fillup?

A: I understand there have been no interruptions of C-130s into Tan
Son Nhut.

Q: There was a report in the paper over the weekend.
A: That did not appear in any of our documents.

Q: Is the reagson for the removal of the C-1l4ls from the airlift the fact
that SA-7s are now close enough to hit them?

A: That's not the reason. There are probably two reasons; L'm speculating
but it makes sense. The island hopping that's going on with the refugees is
better done by C-141ls and charter ailrcraft because they are longer legged by
far than the 130. The 130 is ideal for the Clark-Tan Son Nhut hop not
only because it can make the round trip without refueling but because it's
also less impervious to any ground fire that might come up. That hasn't
happened yet except in these five cases I mentioned. But the real reason I'm not
actually aware of. I can confirm, however, that they have terminated 141
operations into Tan Son Nhut.

Q: When was that done?
A: That's very recent, over the weekend.

Q: The situation around Tan Son Nhut has not deteriorated any?
It is at the same level of danger as early last year?

A: You can't really say it's deteriorated but it wasn't really very good
to start with.
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Has the airlift continued of arms and ammunition under the fiscal '75?
I'd have to take that, I don't know.

Q
A
Q: Do you have any information that Saigon is completely cut off except
for Tan Son Nhut now -- all the highways around the city?
A: 1'll have to take that question. That would not be surprising at
this point but I don't actually know that they're all cut off. You'll
recall on Friday we mentioned that they were attempting to cut off route 15.
I can't confirm that that was successful but you could estimate that it

probably was because it was a long way down from Saigon, where they
were doing it.

Q: Do you know where the bases are that have been selected for the refugees?
A: As I mentioned last week this planning program is obviously getting
close to the end and I really expect we'll have an announcement on that today.
‘I don't have it now. (FYI: Fort Chaffee, AR: Eglin AFB, FL; and Camp
Pendleton, CA.)

Q: What's the status of Vung Tau now? :
A: Vung Tau is threatened, we can confirm that. It's still not yet
been attacked but we do know that the enemy's in a good position to attack it.

Q: Let me ask this about Vung Tau -- are all the roads to Vung Tau cut?
A: Actually Route 15 was the only road left open and if that's been cut, then
they are but I can't vouch for the fact that it's cut.

: What about the Saigon River?
. A: That's not cut, of course, but it's cutable.
¢ Is any trdaffic moving down the river?
No U.S. traffic; I don't know about South Vietnamese. -

» O O

..

Q: Are there atill three U.S. ships in Saigon? .=~ .
A: No. Friday we announced theilr departure and I want to apologise on
‘that incidently. I was informed that there were no refugees aboard any
of those ships. Turns out there were 675 on board one of them; the other
two were in fact without refugees.

Q: So there's no U.S. shipping in Saigon?
A: No U.S. shipping in Saigon.
Q

¢ There's no way we can take people from Saigon out to Vung Tau by
water? : . ’ ‘ .

A: Not on U.S. bottoms. We could move them back in, of course; there's
always that option; we don't have any there.

Q: Are we taking refugees from Vung Tau?

A: There's one shipload from Vung Tau that went to Phu Quoc over the
weekend on board a U.S. charter,

Q: Is this the one that went from Saigon or did it take on additional

passengers?
MORE
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A: No, I can get you the name. The American Challenger loaded
approximately 8,600 refugees from the Vung Tau area and sailed for Phu. .
Quoc and should be there by now. :

Q: When was that?

A: It was over the weekend; I don't actually have the date, it was
either Saturday or Sunday.

Q: Last week there were a total of five, six or seven, depending on
who you listened to, merchant. ships that were in Saigon at the beginning of
the week and then all left. This 675 is the total taken out?

A: They went out on one called the Green Wave and that was the only
one that took refugees. Remember Friday I was going to check one of them,
turns out I checked the wrong one because the Green Wave was ome that we
thought was empty but had 675 aboard.

Q: The ships that were in earlier in the week and left earlier in the
week did not carry refugees?
A: The Green Wave was one of the six and that's the only one that
carried refugees. .
Q: These are the first South Vietnamese refugees evacuated by sea?
A: Evacuated from Saigon.

Q:. I mean that have been taken away from South Vietnam aboard ships.
A: You mean coming out from South Vietnam; yes, that's correct.

Are those ships still standing off of Vung Tau? ' : .
: That's correct.

o

How many?

There wouldn't be any change from the figure L gave you last week,

10 or 11. One of them is down in Phu Quoc and one's gone to Suble so it would
be nine logically. I count nine standing reasonably near Vung Tau. ’

o

Q: What's the delay? These ships have been standing'there for
some time.
A: 1 cannot answer your question.

Q: There've been five ships there for about a week are we processing,
are we selecting the refugees?
A: 1 cannot answer that.

Q: You said you had 200 000 refugees in the city.

A: You're making a 1ot of assumptions I'm not sure whether they're true
or not; in any case, I can't answer your question. If you'll recall the announcement
last week by the Attorney 'General after the approval of the Senate Judiciary
Committee was that certain types of refugees would be authorized for return
to the United States and I presume that this type was not present in large
numbers in Vung Tau.

Q: About how many refugees are there on Phu Quoc and wﬁat's happened?
Are they just piling up there or what?

A: I'11 have to take that; I don't remember the number. Phu Quoc of course .
MORE - :
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was .designated by the South Vietnamese Government as a relocation site but
I think I can get a number on that.

Q: Have you received any reaction from the populace around these bases
that are under consideration for reception centers? Has DoD gotten any
complaints? } .

A: I don't think that they've had time to react because there's been
no announcement as to which ones are being officially comsidered. You
may recall there was a thing in California I'm really not familiar with
but that was in general terms.

Q: You listed a few that became officially considered as of the time
you listed them, '
A: T was listing ones that would fit the bill, but I remember I made
it quite clear this was just examples. I shouldn't have done that
because everybody thinks that's officlal and it's not official and I
" said it wasn't official at the time. T shouldn't have. done that, because
everybody thinks that's official. TIt's not official.

MORE

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

8.

W

Q: There seems to-be a lot of bad reaction from people at Fort

Smith, Arkansas, about the use of Chaffee, would that have any direct 2
bearing on what bases would be used and would not be used? .
A: I am not familiar with the bad reaction. The newsmen that I

talked to from there did not indicate that. I'm not saying it isn't
true, but I just don't know about it.

Q: 1Is there‘any sort of an intelligence assessment in the building
either from Saigon orour own military experts, on what the North Viet~

namese might do? 1Is there a feeling that they want to attack Saigon,
they want a military victory er ...

A: "I can't answer that. We, of course, don't come up with an
official projection on that. -

Q: Based on intelligence analysis of the fragments of the rockets -
that hit Tan Son Nhut, any estimate as to what kind of rockets they
were, what distance they were fired from? -

A: I can get that. I don't have 1t, but I'm sure we do have that.

Q: (Inaudible) artillery shells?
A: No, it was listed as rockets.

Q: Did it surprise anybody that the North Vietnamese were able to fly
in the A-37s so quickly...

A: This has not been confirmed that these are North Vietnamese.

Q: Are the Americans in Saigon safe?
A.

I can't answer that either. : _ e .
Q: You said they weren't from Phan Rang.
A: I said, we didn't know.
Q: Do you have any idea where they might have come from?
A: It's going to depend on who was flying them,

Q: Do you have the information which indicates what direction they
came from?

A: If we do, we'd have a better feel for it. We just don't have
enough information. : .

Q: Any markinge on the planes at all?
A: They were marks of the South Vietnamese air force but you know 1if

they took some of those planes that they captured up north, they probably
wouldn't change the markings. ' :

Q: What's the level of fighting Monday as compared to...
A: It's up.

[

Q: Up over yesterday. » S

A: Yesterday, also was the same as today. Much heavier than last week.
Q: What are the closest North Vietnamese troops to Saigon?

A: They're closer. I don't have any specific figure. What's happening,

of course, is as always, some smaller units are getting in closer than th.
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larger units and the reports we have don't make that very clear just
how close anybody is. One report talked about the outskirts of Salgon,
‘ut you know that's not a very definitive term. We do know that the
vidence indicates that attacks are imminent on Bien Hoa and Long Bien,
probably Tan An down in the south. TayNinp is under attack today.

Q: When you add it all up, is this the push?

A: We can't be sure yet. It's the same old thing. It's looking more
like it, but we can't be sure yet if this is another lunge or whether
they're just going to try to keep going.

Q: Last week I think you indicated that an attack could come on
Saigon at any minute. Is there any more imminence in the pending attack
on Bien Hoa, Long Binh, than there was last week?

A: It's certainly more imminent on the attack on Long Binh and
Bien Hoa. In the context that your're asking the gquestion, yes.

Q: What are the signs that it's imminent? How do we know that?

A: Because of the intense enemy activity in the . surroundings.
There's a great increase in probes; the attacks by fire, Bien Hoa reported
a thousand rounds, I don't know what kind of rounds, but a thousand
rounds yesterday.

Q: On the air base or in the Town?
A: In the area. They didn't specify.

Q: If you can't answer the question about whether the Americans are
fe or not, why aren't they being taken out?
A: I can't answer the question, we'd have to go through quite an

exercise! of what do you mean by safe, etc. 1It's just not that easy.

Q: The question directly then, why aren't the Americans in Saigon
being taken out.

A: This is a question that would have to be addressed to the State
Department. This is a decision made by the Ambassador, as you know, and I
just can't answer that.

Q: Is this the first intelligence you've had that the North Vietnamese
or South Vietnamese are flying these A-37s around occupied territory?
A: Of course the South Vietnamese have A-37s,.

QE I understand that, but the ones that were captured. I think we
admit that we're running reconnalssance over South Vietnam, right?
A Unatmed.

Q: The first intelligence we have that those fields, I'm sure they've
kept them under surveillance, have been flying those planes, test flights
or orientation flights?

A: Should these turn out to be piloted by North Vietnamese, that's
going to be one case. There were some reports that the North Vietnamese
were playing around with some of the A-37s in some unknown fashion. I

regret I can't really answer that factually, I don't know whether it is
or not.

. ‘ _MORE
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Q: What ailr field was this that the North Vietnamese were playing
around it? °
A: The DaNang area. .

Q: What do you mean playing around?

A: I don't know what I mean, that's why I used those words. This is a
very hazy report and I just can't make anything of it because our infor-
mation isn't that good.

Q: Flying them or on the ground or.
A:; Taxiing them up and down and that sort of thlng ‘The best answer
to the question is I don't know whether it is or not.

Q: Where did the hazy report come from? :

A: These come out of a mixture of sources, I'm really not able to say.

Q: When was it?

A: Last week,

Q _

Q: Was it through any sort of aerial surveillance that we determined
~this? -

A: I don't know the answer to that.

- Q: Have we confirmed or solidified the figure of hew many alrcraft they
took that were intact that might be used for attack on’ Saigon?

A: We don't have a firm figure. I think probably I am going to be able
to give you and estimate pretty quickly on the total number 1nvolved

but how many are flyable, this is where we don't know . _ : o '
Q: Do we know how many of the South Vietnamese went back and destroyed?.
A: No, this 1s one of the problems why we can't answer the other

question. ' ) : '

Q: As a military man, can you gilve us your judgment based upon the
information reaching the Pentagon about the military situation in Saigon,
your judgment whether or not the remaining Americans there should be
taken out, from a military view point of view with the mnext day or two?

A: I really can't do that because this just isn't my area of responsi-
bility, it's State's. I can give you a judgment but there's no reason
for me to get involved in this as an individual because it's not any of
my business.

Q: Now that the planes are bombing the airport, whether North Vietnamese
or South Vietnamese, there's a danger of attack upon any of our aircraft
going in to take out Americans, would we have the right to use fighter
escort for any aircraft that will be called in to take out any Americans.
now? :

A: My understanding is that when the evacuation, as such, is ordered,
that the answer to that is yes.

Q: Bring us up to date on the number of diviasions that the NVA has.,..
A: It's gone up to 15. :

Q: You had it up as high as 16.
A: No, remember we said 14 and 1 mentioned the other agencies were ‘

think
posgtigg §2a§h2%n1f¢5t gad gone to 15 or 16, now the Defense Department's
- More
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Q: In MR III?
-A: Around Saigon, Yes.

Q: Did you suggest or say that an attack on Saigon was imminent?
A: No. The question was when did I think it would take place and I
said it could take place anytlme from now .. :

Q: He said why do you think that attack was imminent?
A: We were talking then about Bien Hoa and L.ong Bien,

Q: The new division came from where?

A;: It came from the north,
\ .

Q: Can you identify it?

A: I will but I.don't have the number right now.

Q: In view Congress hasn't passed the legislation giving you authority

to use troops in the evacuation effort, where would you get your authority
to use air cover? ‘

A: The question I was addressing was the evacuation of Americans.
We have the authority for that.

Q: What impact has the congressional failure thus far to pass the
authorizing legislation had upon your evacuation plans?

A: Idon't think its had any because we hadn't gotten into position
where this would come into play. '

Who makes that decision to evacuate?
The Ambassador is the key man.

>0

Q: How many South Vietnamese refugees have we taken out?
A: As of this morning its around 40, 000, probably a little over
that. I don't have the exact figures.

Q: Could you get us a breakdown of where they are?
A: No, but there are about 20, 000 on Guam. ‘11 have to take the
question.

Q: Plus how many Americans?
A: About 7,000 roughly.

Q: That includes the 678 that left Vung Tau and went to Subic?
A: That includes everybody.

Q: If an announcement is to be made of a total evacuation, would you

anticipate that it would come from the White House or State Department?
A: I would anticipate from State Department.

MORE

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

’ 12,

Q: Where would the refugees from Phu Quoc go?

A: I don't know; that's a South Vietnamese problem. . They were
evacuated by the South Vietnamese.

Q: In other words, these are people who aren't relatives or worked
for the U.S. L
A: You'll recall these are people that came mostly out of the north.

Q: I'm talking about the ones that you took this weekend from Vung
Tau to Phu Quoc? _

A: This is the same category that we took to Phu Quoc in the first
place. These are people who came from the north, maybe not as far north,
they are refugees coming down south. They are not in our category.

Q: They will not be going to the U.S. ?
A: They will not.

Q: Are most of the high risk Vietnamese now out of Saigon?

A: 1 can't answer that. [ don't know what the figure. You recall
the estimates on the high risk category are pretty wide. I don't know who
would know the answer to that question but we certainly don't here in
Defense. '

Q: I thought you said to an earlier question that ships weren't taking
more because there weren't any large numbers left?
A: No, Ididn't say anything like that. I said I dida't know.

Q: Would you please notify us when Gen Homer Smith, DAO, leaves
Saigon, if he hasn't already left Saigon? ’

A: He has not left. We'll notify you as soon as we can. Remember,.
this is a State Department announcement.

Q: But he's your man?
‘A: Yes, but he's working for State.

Q: Have the carriers been moved in closer to shore or are they
being moved in closer? T '

A: No. There's been no significant change in the disposition accord- .
ing to the information I have.. Looks about the same as before.

Q: DNo change in numbers,
Mo change in numbers.

A:
Q: Mo new ships?
A: No new ships.

About 40 ships?
A little over 40 ships.

>0

MORE .
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"13.
What about helicopters?
The same as beforé -- 70 odd.

What's the cost of the operation? o .

I don't have that. That will take a while. You know, how do you
cost it? You can take it two ways -- one your paying a sailor for sailing
around on ship whether he's out in the South China Sea or the Atlantic
Ocean. It's no easy thing to cost. You have to figure what are the
additional costs. ' '

>0 20

Q: You say you heard a report that Ton Son Nhut may be open? .'
A: Right. :

Q: Can we automatically infer that if Tan Son Nhut is téchnically
open U,S. C-130s will be flying in? :
A: Ithink that would be very safe.

Q: The program has not been suspended in any way”
A: It's not been suspended. :

Q: Is there a diminished evacuation capacity by using only C-130s
vs. 14ls or C-58?

A: Probably, but I don't know that it would be very sxgmhcant
because we've got more C-130s now.

Q: You would know whether C-~130s now are going -- still going in
A: It takes us a little while to hear, but we will know -~- yes we
will be able to tell you if its open. '

Q: I thought you said early on that as of now they weren't going in? '
A: I said I had two confhctmg reports ~-

Q: I thought you said that the C-130s, even though there were conflicting
reports . . .,

A: Ididn't mean to say that because if it opens up they'll be going
I'm sure of that. There's been no order to cancel, that's what I'm saying.

Q: What about an order to suspend?

A: That's a different thing because if the airbase is closed then you
can't fly into it, that's a different set of circumstances.

Q: Was there an order to suspend the airlift this morning?

A: The axrbase was closed, yes and that automatlcally suspended

the flights.

MORE
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Q: Do we have the military capability as the matter stands rxght
now to get all the Americans out safely?

A: Yes, let's put it this way, if worse comes to worse and we have
to go in with helicopters to get them we have enough helicopters to do it.

That's not responsive to the question.
That'e the best I can do, I think it's responsive.

You have enough of other things, like Marines?

We think so, We've answered this question about 10 times but
'it's going to depend on the situation, but we do have the potential to do
it, yes. 'You can certainly visualize a situation where it might be very
difficult. ‘

>0 »D

Q: That includes aircover and men on the ground?
A: That would cover the whole bit.

QQ: We are not now providing aircover for any flights?

A: Thaat would take us into Vietnam where we're not allowed to go
without one of two things happening. One, we'd have to consult the
Congress, If the final evacuation is ordered then we have the authomty
to do this. to rescue Americans,

Q: That's only the final evacuation?
A: Right.

Q: Now if we wanted to send them in under the current circumstances
of course this would be a little different.

Q: What is the general distance from ths ships into Saigon for

helicopter flights?
A: About 100 miles -- a little less in some cases, a 11ttle more in

- others.

Q: The present intention, if you have to go to a hehcopter evacuatlon
would be from the carriers, into Saigon, back to the carriers.
A: I really wouldn't want to comment on that but the logic is almost

unassailable., We're not supposed to go into details.
Q: What was the distance from the carriers in the gulf of Siam into

Phnom Penh? ‘ : _
' A: About the same. I think the shortest flight there was closer to

80 miles.

MCRE
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Q: Has Ceneral Ky flown out on a C-130 or 141?
‘ A: I have no information on General Ky at all.

Q: How about his family?

A: I'll check that, I don't know,

Q: There's a report. :

A: 1 saw that report but it was not confirmed. Of course she
undoubtedly fit into the category, but I have not seen anythmg off1c1a1
on that.

Q: Can you detail the fighting at Tay Ninh right now? What's
happening?

A: It's under ground attack.

. Q: By how many divisions and

A: I don't know that, sizeable is the word we got

Q: Artillery into the town.

A: Artillery attacks by fire and an infantry attack?

Q: Is the infantry in the town?

~A: No report that they're in the town but that they are attacking.
. ' Q: Is it holding?
" A: Holding as of the last report.
Q: Is that the only place that there's a sizeable attack?
A: At the moment. =
'Q: How many government troops were at Tay Ninh do you know?
A: Idon't know that. :
" Q: Haven't they removed the ARVN division?

A: It's my understanding that the ARVN 25th division had been removed
from there but that left behind territorial forces and possibly a couple of
ranger groups. I'll take the question, I don't. know the answer.

Q: Can I make the request that if and when we get into this evacuation

which I expect we're going to have to cover in large measure out of Washington,
that the Pentagon be ready with the information of what's going on in the
operation. '

A:

We're prepared to do our best,
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Q: You mentioned the 'SA-7s before, are the SA-2s being moved in?
A: Nothing new on that, I did check that this morning?

Q: Why are the C-130 less susceptible -- they can take off with

shorter
A: Let me take that, I'm not an Air Force officer, I don't know.

I do know that their engines are harder to put out of commission and that
may be the answer but let me take that. '

Q: How difficult is it to fly an A-37, is it conceivable that a North
Vietnamese pilot without any training from the United States could fly

one of those airplanes? '
A: I'm sure it's conceivable. I better take that question.

1
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. DoD Mbrhing.News Briefing’ R AH_U.A.“ ' ‘ )
. Friday, April 25, 1975, ,_;;1.5 a.m. o o
(Maj. Gen. Sidles't ' o e T

Announcements: - R - Y 5.,:,:{5:5
1. On the Hill: Mr. Vernon McKenzie, PDASD/HSE, appears before an open
session of the Subcommittee on Monopoly of the Senate Se¥ ct Committee on
Small Business; the gsubject is drug procurement. A copy is available.

2. Speeches: Navy Secretary Middendorf will speak in Norfolk, VA, today

‘and New Orleans, LA, tonight. He's going to be the principal speaker at the
Navy League in New Orleans. The text of his speech will be available. Then he's
going to Newport News, VA, tomorrow for the keel-laying of the nuclear submarine
BIRMINGHAM and the launching of ghe nuclear submarine BATON ROUGE.

3. Mr. Clements is going to Florida tonight and he wilﬂ_watch fhe Polaris
missile test off Cape Canaveral, Florida, which takes place tomorrow.

Q: What's special about the Polaris test?e.
A: He has not seen one. . :

4. We have a list of Air Force general officer assignment changes.

5. The Commander-in-Chief Pacific, Admiral Gayler, has announced that he's
ordering about 600 Army men and women in 200-person increments to move from

W Hawaif to Guam. The idea 18 to make the transition more comfortable and
orderly for refugees from South Vietnam who are coming into Guam. We have
a copy of that announcement. '

T Q ‘What are their speclalties? ‘
A: There's going to be some military police, medical, and various other
kills that you need for taking care of refugees.

6. General Jones, Chief of Staff of the Air Force, will visit Iran. He leaves

 April 26 ‘and he will be hosted by the Imperial Iranian Air Force. He's going
to visit some of their installations and hold discussions with them and U.S.
military personnel. '

7. 1 know you're going to ask me about any changes in the force structure in
Southeast Asia so I want to announce -that the cruiser OKLAHOMA CITY, flagship

of the Seventh Fleet is now in the South China Sea and Admiral George B. Steel,
II, the Seventh Fleet Commander, is on b . The reason of course is the"
majorIty o eet's ships are in the South China Sea.

It's in the Western Pacific so that the one cruiser in the fleet sailing around

8. You asked me about the LONG BEACH the other day. It is no longer in the area.
/%$/p the South China Sea is the OKLAHOMA CITY.

9. We have augmented as of a few hours ago the guards!at the Embassy in Saigon
_with approximately 40 more Marines. These are individuals, not a unit.

".‘ S . E MORE
1 I .
\ A o
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Where did they come from? : -
They came from the HANCOCK via helicopter. » ‘ .

How many Marines are there now9
It's over 100.

Eighty was the figure we had last week. '
. You can add -- '

Did it hatppén today?
Yes, it would be today their time.

: Any special reason?
No, they requested a little reinforcement of the guard detachment.

It's just a prudent, precautionary measure.

?o o ».oO >o‘Lo,

‘Q: Who?
A: The Ambassador.

Q: Do you know what kind of weapons they brought along?
-A: HNo, just the normal individual weapons.

Q: Why this precautionary measure?
A: I have no explanation for that other than it seems logical to me.

Q: To beef up security?

: It's purely for security. ' _ ' ’
L ’
- Why would it be more logical today than yesterday?

Q:
A That's a tough question. You remember we did the same thing in Phnom
Penh. We brought in 15 or so there.

Axe they in uniform and plain clothes?
In uniform.

e o

ae o

Q: Are .they expectiné'an attack on the Embassy7b :
.A: We have no information that would lead us to believe that. It's been
done before though, you recall. '

'~ Q: How soon after we reinforced the Embassy in Phnom Penh that we
‘evacuated it? One day?
A: 03, no, it was longer than that. Several days.

Q: They went in in plain clothes?
A: No, they werit in in fatigues, I thought. Anyway these Marines went in in
fatigues o1 whatever uniform chey re wearing out there.

Q: Can you tell us where the HANCOCK was at the time it happened?

A: South China Sea. No, I don't know, but it had to be close enough so
that they .could fly. I wouldn't draw any particular conclusion from this at all.
It's someching the Ambassador asked for and we provided.

Q: You said just a minute ago that we did this in the last days of Phnom

Penh; well, are we in the last days of Saigon? ‘ .
. . MORE . g
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A: I'm not prepared to say’ that, no. That may. be, but I don't have
any forecast. ’ »

Q: 1s there any particular threat to the Embassy today as opposed to last
week? Has aomething new been discovered? .
A: I don't know of . anything new.

.Did they land at Tan,Son Nhut or directly at the Embassy?
1 do not know that either; I didn't check that.

Do you know how many helicopters they used? L

1 understood it was one. You can squeeze into one on those big jobs.
|

Q: . Are there Marines anywhere ‘else in South Vietnam?

A: No, I've given you the total changes; one was the OKLAHOMA CITY.

o PO

oe oo

 one was the Mhrines

Q: How many Marines on the OKLAHOMA CITY? .
: A: Well, they have a regular complement but it's small. I don't know
what it is. '

Q: Is the figure now 4 or 5,000 in the South China Sea?

A: We've said that you may speculate. It's over 4,000. I have not
confirmed what it is since then, but obviously you can draw reasonably correct
conclusions.

Q: Can we assume that the HANCOCK is about 100 miles off shore?

A: I don't know where it is now. It wouldn't have to stay there. I
wouldn't want to speculate on that at all; obviously, it has to be within
range, but I think some of those choppers can go 150 miles without any trouble.

Q: Well, that's what I am talking about.

A: You can draw your own conclusions. I don't know whether it makes
any difference. I just don't know the answer. It would have to be within
that radius.

Q: Was there a large group of Marines on the LONG BEACH before it _ ‘é
pulled out?
A: No, just a normal complement.

192.’

Q: Would it be similar to the numbers on the OKLAHOMA CITY? 5 *
A: Yes, the OKLAHOMA CITY did not bring in a big batch of Marines. / \a 1)
N

\]

Q: The OKLAHOMA CITY just replaced the LONG BEACH?
A: In esasence.

Q: Have there been any further reports from Tan Son Nhut of aircraft

- being fired on?

A: There was one more report by an incoming pilot today, just the same
as the others. We don't have the details. He reported that he thought that
he had been fired on -~ about 11 rounde ~~ while on his landing approach. Upon
landing there was no damage.

i
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» Q: What kind of plane? _ ‘ . .
A: C-130. o :

Q: what kind of pilot?
A: U.S. Alr Force.

Q: Have all the firings been at incoming aircraft?
A: At least four were incoming but I don't know about the fifth.

: The other day you were asked what your reaction would be if during
the evacuation from Tan Son Nhut American planes were fired at. I think you
were asked if air strikes might take place and you said you'd take the question.
A: TI've done some research. The instructions to the commander in the field
are that he is to take whatever steps are necessary to get the people out so
that you could find it impossible to give you a specific answer to that. You
can draw all kinds of logical conclusions.

Q: You said your feeling was that you w0u1d have to.
A: Exactly right and that's still my feeling but I'm not the commander in
the field. He's the guy that 8 going to make the decision.

Q: 'Who is the commander that makes the decision?

A: If and when this kicks off a man will be designated, but I don't
know who that will be. The commander in the field will almost certainly be the
commander of the Marine amphibious brigade there.

Q: 'That's assuming you're going to put- Marines in.
. A: That's right and that's why it's hard to answer these questions at this
time. I was assuming that that was the question.

Q: ‘fou say the}commander‘will have the discretion to call in air?
A: ‘fou have to do it that way; you can't dictate from here how you are
going to do it in detail. There's just no way.

Q: ‘'lou were here in the McNamara period?
A: 'The Department of Defense in those days made a rather strong effort to
try to dictate everything but actually they couldn't, even with all that control.

Q: You could 1if you set up a proposition; i1f American planes during eva-
cuation come under attack, you are hereby ordered to have air strikes against
the SAM-235 or whatever.

A: To, that is not the way you do it. You leave it to the discretion of the
man in the field. You have to give him guidelines such as no unnecessary force
and things like that. It would be very dangerous for anyhody in Washington
to tell the man in the field how to do the details of his job. It just won't
work that way.

Q: Do you have any information that the SAM-2s are any closer, within the
20 miles?

A: No, sir, we're just where we were yesterday on that -- no change.
. . MORE
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Q: You aren't worried about the SA"-2s; aren't you worried about the
SA-7?
' A: The SA—7 is probably a more serlous worry. The radar guided 57 1is
a worry too. '

‘Q: ‘Do we have any information that they are bringing in more SAr7sV
‘A: No, there's really no indication of that.

Q: You always have this discretion.
A: Sure. We had that discretion all along for Americans.

Q:' The only thing you. got from Congress was this additional discretion
with regard to the evacuation of South Vietnamese?
‘ A: Yes. The rules are the same.

s Q: The SA~7 shot down an A-37 about a week ago. Have there been any
firings by SA-7s in that area? _
A: I haven't seen any reports of that but let me take the question.

Q: How many Wild Weasel aircraft do you have in Thailand?
A: I am not permitted to comment on that.

Q: 1Is there a shortage of MAC aircraft or contract aircraft arriving in
Tan Son Nhut to take out refugees? We had reports of fewer flights and the
backlog has increased from 1,000 to 5,000,

A: 1I'll have to check that. I haven t heard any report of shortage.

Q: Do you have any airlift report for yesterday?
A: State Department would have to answer that.

The ENTERPRISE is. still in that general area?
All five of the carriers that we've been carrying -

Are the F-14s being restricted to flights off the coast?
Yes, we're not invading the land space, the air space, or water
space of the country.

>O bl

Q: Even South Vietnam there's no F-14 flying in?
A: No.
Q
A

What is the heaviest weapons the Marines have at the Embassy? ,
: I'll have to take that question. They have machine guns, hand grenades,
rifle,grenades, M-16 rifles. Whether they have mortars or not, I den't know.

r Q: How many bases are being looked into as possible camps for the Vietnamese
that will arrive in the U.S.?
A: This is a planning process that we are going through now. Nobody
has been alerted or anything like that. Each Service has been asked to come
up with where they think they could take how many, that sort of thing. For
instance, there are a number of Army bases that are used by the Reserve
Components, primarily, that do have space available.

Q: Woulﬁ Fort Chaffee be one of them?

A; TFort Chaffee would be one of them that they should be considering
fm )

MORE
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because that's a sizeable camp and more than a division was there when it
was active. It does do a big business in Reserve Component training. There .

are a number of National Guard brigades and sizeable U.S. Army Reserve units
every year. In fact, it gets used by somebody almost every weekend. But it's
sufficientliy blg that it could be used for refugees as well without interfering
‘with the training unless it got overloaded. I think right now they have
"~ the capability of feeding 20,000 people. With a little bit of reinforcement
it could be more than that. I know this because it was one camp that I used in
my last asuignment for the training of Reserves.

Q: What would be total capacity of the Army?
A: I'll have to take the question.

Q: Waat other camps are being considered?

A: I don't know but there are a lot of logical omes such as Camp Roberts,
CA, Camp Pickett, VA - two that come quickly to mind along with Chaffee.
[ -, -~ :

Q: All Services are included?
A: Yes, all Services have been asked to look into this.

.Q: Have more C-130s been moving to Guam, the Philippines or Saigon now
that civilian planes have been barred from landing at Tan Son Nhut?

A: No, not yet. The thought crossed my mind as you asked the question
that maybe some will be but I don't have any information at this moment.

Q: Vhen you say that all Services have been asked --
. A: They weren't given any figures. The way you do it is you ask for their .
capacity and where would you house this capacity, what would it cost you in terms ™~
of dollars and what would you need in terms of beds, food, medical care, etc.

Q: How many camps can the Army come up with?
A: 1 don't know. :

Have you been given a certain number to come up with? .
: No, just the other way around. It was '"what have you got that can be used."

Q

A

- Q: 3y when must this information be in?

A: Not a particular deadline but they asked for it as soon as possible.

: This 1s for Ambassador Brown? e
It will go to him, yes.

Q
A
Q: I asked for a cost figure on this operation yesterday.
: I don't have it, it's still working.
Q:

When does Guam reach its capacity? You said the other day that it has
a capacity for several thousand and now they have 9 or 12,000.
A: I was talking about covered shelter, not counting tents.

Q: In counting tents, when does Guam reach its capacity?
A: Guam has been told to prepare to take 25,000 and be ready to take
| another 25,000.

* MORE
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Q: .Can Guam do it? :
A: I'm sure that it can; they 11 need assistance. of course.
Q: 50,000 would be there at one time; you won't move in 25,000 at a time?
A: I'm not saying that will actually happen. The instructions are for

25,000 and maybe for another 25,000.
'{ Q: Who is coordinating this?
A; The State Department.

. Q: Can you tell us anything about the military situation? Is there stiil
a lull? . ' , '
A: It is almost exactly the same as it was yesterday. There's a little
action. I gather the emphasis today is a little further to the west than
it was yesterday. 1'm talking small actions.

Q: Any idea of the long-planning, the same as yesterday?
A: T have no different answers to give.

Q: The 1lull is continuing?
: The 1lull is continuing.

Q: Any idea yet on the number of deserters that have turned themselves in?
_ A: No, we're looking into this.

Q: I was told last week that there were only five deserters on the books.
: That we carried.

Q: I didn't believe it then and I don't believe it now. They stuck to it
yesterday and I think somebody's ~-- ‘
A: 1 think this is a technical problem.

Q: That's right, the same old business.
A: As all of us know, there are more than five there. I don't have any
idea how many.

Q: ‘Pass the word back to those people who are giving me that mickey mouse ?
answer that it just won't do.

A: I don't think we're going to know the answer to that until if and
when everybody's out; then we'll know. '

4

Q: You'll know if you have people taken into custody. :
A: As I just saild, there are some turning up; I don't have a figure on
it. More than five.

Q: More than five?

A: They're going to be dealt with by the Service concerned and as we
discussed the other day, I really don't have anything to add to that. I'm
sure they're going to have to do it on a case-by-case basis.

MORE
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)¢ You said there are more than five turning up; you don't know how
many? _ : . “l'
A: I don't have a figure.

(): Do you have any idea how many were turned over to military control?
Are they just turning into the Embassy and coming back on a flight?

A: I'11 take the question. I don't know. It has to be somewhere along -
the ane, whether it's in Tan Son Nhut, or Clark or Wake or Guam or whatever,
I don't know.

_ ( Q On Guam again, how long can 25,000 be accommodated there if you have this
kind of information and then if they gather additional when are they going to
move from Guam?
At We don't know. We can undoubtedly accommodate them for a long time, as
long as they want us to. It won't be the Sheraton-Hilton, but it would be at
least liveable. ’ :

Q: Are the plans to move them all by ship?

A: I don't know that either. I doubt if that kind of decision has been made.
The plan right now is to move them up by air. Now if it got to be a big

problem, ships are always availlable.
A

Q: The VC News Agency reported that the port of Danang is now open to
foreign ships. Do you observe already some foreign ships, for example, Russians
or Chinese, in that water?

A: No, I don't have any report on that, but I must say I haven't checked
that either. So let me take that question.

Q: We asked yesterday if there was any kind of ship movement.
A: 1 know the answer was no yesterday, but I don't know what the answer

. 1s today.

Q: Have they moved combat aircraft into the South.
A: No.

Q: We asked yesteérday about the reconnaissance flights?

A: Reconnaissance flights are, at the request of the South Vietnamese
Government, being flown unarmed over territory and under the control of the
Soutli Vietnamese Govermment. That's a little hazy, I'll grant you.

Q: Who is flying them, Americans?
A: The same as we've been doing all along.

Q: We have been doing this all along?
A: For sure, we've announced that a number of times -- over South Vietnan.

Q: The last time we asked there were 130,000 North Vietnamese troops
against 60,000 South Vietnamese troops; has that changed at all?

A: I don't think my official figure's changed. It could have actually
gone up some on the North Vietnamese side. I don't have a change. Let me
take that question too. I think it's probably pretty close. It might have gotten
up to 140,000. I don't know. I'm just guessing at that.

MORE : _ . .
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: \ Q: Still the 14 divisions?
. " A: The Department of Defense intelligence analysts' position if 14.

I've heard from other sources some other agencies think it might be 15
or even 16; we're saying 14.

. Q: Those two units from .the South, have they moved up more and changed their
position?
A: Inching forward. would be the way to handle it, but the ones from
the South are still partially in III Corps and partially in IV Corps.

) Q: On these camps that are being looked at for possible centers, were
any figures given to commanders like 175,000, 150,0007
A: No, that's the point I'm getting at. They didn't work it that way. They -

worked it the other way; they said, "How many can you accommodate?' and then
as I sald with cost, and people, etc., will be needed.

Q'A Where is the money coming from? Is this out of the allegedly
humanitarian money that Congress 1is voting now would it come out of the
Defense budget?

A: State would have to answer that, but that seems to be the logical
solution.

Q: Have they moved towards Vung Tau? - :

A: Yes, there have been some reports of some moves in the direction of
Vung Tau. As far as it's actually being cut off yet, I'm not prepared to say that,
but they're getting pretty close to Route 15 which comes down from Bien Hoa

‘ to Vung Tau.

Q
“A

How important would that be 1f they cut it off?
Not particularly.

Q: In terms of the sealift?

_ A: In terms of the sealift it would be important, if they got to the
Saigon River. But those of you who' ve been over there know that they have to
come through the Rung Sat anyway, which i1s almost impossible to keep clear
1f somebody wants to go shoot & RPG7 at you,_they're going to be able to do it
unless they're unlucky. It took us a great deal of effort to get that place
gso that they couldn't do it back in the mid-60s. And every now and then back
then with a major effort going on, they still snuck through and either hit
a ship with a mine or with some sort of weapon.

Q: Has there been a great gathering of refugees at Vung Tau already?

A: There has been a sizeable increase in the population. I don't have
a figure.. I Just have seen several figures, but they vary quite a bit from
something like 75 thousand to around 200,000. I don't know what the figure is.

Q: Of refugees there? And no movement at all to load them on the boats
standing off Vung Tau?
A:  None that I know of.

‘Q: Are we going to?
A: I can't answer that.

Q: ‘Are we going to, or are the boats going to stand there and the

MORE
refugees stand there?
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A: T don't know where they'd take them. This might be a different kind ‘
of refugee. I don't know the answer to that. That ought to really be .
.addressed to State. : ' '

Q: The three ships are still in Saigon?
A: No, they left. They left last night our time, about the middle of
night and are now standing off Vung Tau. They did not take people.

Q: We have ten standing off Vung Tau now? _

A: We've got either ten or eleven in the general area. When you say standing
off Vung Tau. I visualize looking out over the horizon and there sits a ship. '
They're not that close but they're in the area.

Q: Ten?
A: Ten's a good figure. It might be 1l1.

Q: Can you remember the language or approximately the purpose for looking
at these bases to find out, was it for temporary housing before resettlement?
. A:  That's the idea; for temporary housing without any limitation or
" time frame being put on the temporary.

- Q: Prior to resettlement?
A: I think you could draw a parallel between what we did with the
Hungarians back at Camp Kilmer. We just kept them until we got them all worked
out which took several months, as I recall.

Q: Can'wé presume that once Congress gives final approval of this .
evacuation money, and authorizes the use of troops, etc., that the sealift -

operaticn will begin? .
A: 1 don't think you could assume anything. As I saild before, this

is being played by ear.

Q: 1Is that what they're waiting for?
A: Based on the context of your question, I don't think that's the point.

I wouldn't draw that conclusion.

Q: 1Is not the sealift ban in effect, by the way the legislation is

now phrased?
A: Since the signals on this are being called by State, I recommend you
ask then. All I know is we don't have any instructions to do anything.

Q: Do we have Americans in Vung Tau to take out?
A: Probably. We've got some in Can Tho so we ought to have some in
Vung Tau.

Q: But not necessarily?
A: We had as of yesterday. The Consulate's down in Can Tho.

Q: Bien Hoa too, but there's nobody in it apparently.'
A: Probably not.

Q: In other words, you have no standing order that when Congress acts to
go ahead with it? )
A; That's my point. The planning on this would be done by State. .
MORE S
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Q: Have you had any success in rounding up by some means Biogs of soume
of the North Vietnamese generals working or running these divisions in the

. South?

A: No.

Q: You don't have any mastermind, in effect? : : ,
: A: There obviously is one. I haven't pursued this, We probably could find
out who the big commander is down there. I just haven't looked into it on that
basis. Let me do that and see if there is something we can say on it.

Q: You mentioned the Army bases; do we have any Air Force or Navy
installations that -~

A: I'm not that familiar with them, but they've probably got something
similar to the Army's. I do know the Air Force had one, it may have been deactivated,
but Ellington Air Force Base in Houston, for example, was in the same status as
Fort Chaffee. It was used by the Reserve and Air National Guard for training
purposes. It does have barracks; it does have buildings but I don't know whether
the Alr Force is considering that as one of them or not. ’

A 4 aneasmamneds

- Q: Wasn't there a large AF base closed in Puerto Rico?
A: Yes, but this is up to the Services to come back with what they think
they can handle. There's no point in our discussing it at this point. Wait
until they come back. '

'Q: How about Camp Atterbury?
{As That's another one.

. ' Q: 1s Chaffee a good one? 1Is there just a skeleton force there?.
A: It's an inactive post in which we keep a small regular Army caretaking
. contingent because of all the use that I mentioned by the Reserve and National Guard.
Fort Chaffee happens to be in excellent condition, I know from having been there
just eight months ago. I don't know the status of any of the others.

y Q: Do you have anything to add to your asphixiation bomb statement of

yesterday? Do you have any numbers? Did you say that the concussion
would kill people at 200 yards?

A: No, I did not. I said the radius of effect was 200 yards but it was not

an anti-personnel weapon, so we didn't go into that. The only thing I found
out in addition to that was that the aerosol is called "combustible,
ethelene oxide" which is a kind of gasoline type of thing. What it does
is form a cloud of vapor which is ignited and then the down pressure is sufficient to
explode mines and boobytraps. The actual radius effect of the igniting portion
is about 50 feet. So these stories about it being terribly wide area weapon
is just strictly a lot of baloney. This is, as I said yesterday, about a two
hundred yard radius of total effect and that's the pressure effect.

Q:  Is. the Pentagon denying the North Vietname%e charge that
the South Vietnamese have used this?

A: No, we are not denying the charge that they've used it. We are
denying the charge that this is an inhuman, illegal weapon.

MORE
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Heve they used it?
I haven't been able to find that.

> 0

Q: The charge was that they used it at Xuan Loc. _
A: What we said yesterday, remember, that it was available and it's
quite possible that they used it but it is not the weapon that they call it.

There 1s no comparison between a huge area killing weapon.and this little thing.

Q: (inaudible)
A: - We bought in 1973 some 4800, to be given to all of the Services for
further tests. My understanding from the Air Force is that it isn't worth

much., I did not check the Navy or Army..

Q: Why did we produce ;only 650 up to FY 1973 ——- (inaudible)
A: 1 do not know the answer to that.

. Q: FHas a decision been made to transfer large numbers of Viethamese
|to camps in this country or is still -~
A: It's'all planning; thefe's been no firm decision.

Q: So you're examining it, they haven't said we're going to do it, now
find us a spot? ‘
A: lixactly, they have not said that,

v Q: [s there a limit on the type of South Vietnamese you are flying out?
:  ISKState—THtewas Tovered 1in a message that they put as a release.

Q: (inaudible) ' _ e
A: T have no official information on that. I've seen the press reports.
"I know of nothing official. : : : .

END
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DoD Morning News Briefing
T hursday, April 24, 1975, 11:15 a.m.
(Maj. Gen. Sidle)

Announcements:

1. On the Hill: Dr. John J. Bennett, Acting ASD(ISL), in open session before
House Appropriations Defense Subcommittee on defense procurement policy There
will be some Army witnesses this afternoon.

2. Speeches: Admiral Holloway, CNO, and General Cushman, Marine Commandant,
speaks before Navy League Convention in New Orleans, LA.

3. The loading for a routine amphibious training exercise will begin. tomorrow
in San Diego, California. This thing's been scheduled for many months. It
has no connection with . i : Southeast Asia and these exercises go on down there
off San Diego quite often. The troops will start loading aboard the

- transports tomorrow, April 25. So when you start getting stories about the
First Marine Division being embarked for Southeast Asia, they will not be
true. They are coming out of Camp Pendleton and the exercise will involve
about two dozen ships. It'll be basically the Fifth Marine Amphibious

" Brigade out of the First Marine Division.

Q: Two thousand?
A: A brigade-size that'll be, what you might say a reinforced regiment
that'd be closer to 5,000,

Q: Where will the exercise tékevplace?
A: Off the California coast.

Q: Are they going to have an 8mphibious 1andiﬁg on the California coast?
A: That's what they normally do; I didn't look up the scenario.

Q: Is this a training exercise?
A: It's a training exercise.

Q: 1Is it desert training or just amphibious?
A: Not desert, no desert.

Q: Do you have a nickname for it?
A: Exercise "Bell Buster." It was originally announced on the 18th of April.

4. We have the recruiting results for March.

5. We have some additional announcements about the Army's affiliation program
where they use a National Guard brigade and affiliate it to a division. Then
that division monitors closely its training and its readiness so that if the
division should go to war, it'd have the option of having an extra brigade
with it. The details are in the release.

6. You asked me yesterday about the lift carrying capability of helicopters.
It's intereating to know that there are so many variables it's hard to come
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up with a generalization but here's the standard: at a 90 degree temperature

and at sea level and if the winds aren't bad, you can put a Marine or trooper _
with his equipment -~ which would come to about 240 pounds, it would be less ‘
for others, the CH-46 can carry 16 passengers under those circumstances

and the CH-53 can carry 37. Now as you can see, all of that is variable.

Obviously, if you don't carry equipment, you can put more people on it, but

‘as you g3o up in the air, you have thinner air, you carry less. The heat also

has an cffect -—- 90 degree happens to be a good operating temperature for this

area that we're talking about,

Q: Just as a matter of history, did the chopper pilots in the Vietnam
War always get out and ascertain the standards before they 1lifted off?

A:  We did pay close attention to several of these factors. Some of them
were fairly standard such as if you're operating out of Pleiku you know what
the temperature is most of the time although it did vary some there. You know
what the winds were, but the chopper pilots were very careful to try to avoid
overloading because that's dangerous. They don't like it any more than the
guys that are riding with them. They do pay attention to these factors.

7. Yesterday I was also asked about the ultra lethal asphixiation bomb. We

did have in 1970 in Vietnam an experimental bomb we called a CBU 55. I'm

sure scme of you will remember, this was designed to create a high pressure
explosion. What you did first was clear out a landing zone with whatever

means you were going to use. Remember we had some extra large bombs we

used for that, a "daisy cutter," I think some were called. Then you put in one
of these things which created a high-overpressure which exploded any mines

or booby traps that were in the landing zone. This is the only thing that story
of yesterday might have been talking about. ‘

This weapon had to be dropped out of a helicopter or a slow-speed fixed-
wing alrcraft. It was a cannister which had three other cannisters within. T
won't o into all the details but what it did was create a heavy explosion
with considerable down-pressure and it could be that's what the story yesterday
was talking about. The chances of any of those being over there are kind of
s8lim but it is possible there were a few there. Their shelf life is short,
but as in anything else, some of them probably would still work. So we expect
that's what it was. It's the equivalent of a 500 pound high-explosive, general
purpose bomb but with the force aimed into the ground and it's quite possible
that if some guy happened to be in the middle of that he could be asphixiated
because of the down blast effect. That's probably what they were talking
about. :

Q: They're saying in Saigon that these people could be asphixiated within
200 yards..

A: 1 don't believe the area of effect is that big, but under certain
climatic conditions that might be right. This bomb was designed for the
normal. size landing zone which would be smaller than 200 yards.

Q: Are these standard explosives or are they some kind of fuel oil or gas
or sonething? '

A: What happens 1is that the cannister ruptures, disbursing an aerosol cloud
which is detonated and provides a blast effect equivalent to a 500 pound high explo
sive general purpose bomb, the difference being that the main blast is dowm.

vol)
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Q: It is cluster bomb?
. A: It was a cluster bomb in that it breaks into three sub cannister. It_’s

not cluster bomb in the sense that we talked about before but it is a
cluster bomb.

Q: What is in the aerosol, gasoline or —-
¢ I'll have to take that. .

qQ (inaudible) Explosion versus little bomblets going off? '
A: That's the idea.
Q

One time they were using a sort of a compressed gas the same kind
that was used for household cooking.

A: There have been a lot of experiments. The big problem that developed
with this one was that it was so inaccurate, One way of placing it was to kick
it out the side of a Huey. That's factual and you've got to be pretty good
at that. I suppose with enough practice you could get good at it. We did not
use those to any great extent. It did work from the standpoint if you could
get 1t on the target it would detonate the mines all right.

Q: Were these stopped in the 1970s?
A: All we did was test it; we never really used it and actually it was
never tested as an anti-personnel weapon but obviously it has an anti-personnel

capability, but not very good, actually. It'd be inefficient from that
standPoint. '

. _ Q: Where was it tested, in South Vietnam?
A: In South Vietnam.

Q: What was it tested for to clear landing areas? ’
A: As I just said, I thought to get the mines and booby traps exploded
It wasn't used to clear the area; you have to use something else.

" Q: It was pretty efficient to explode mines and booby traps in a small area.
A: If you're on a helicopter coming into a landing zone it's real
comforting to know you're not going to jump out and land on a mine.

Q: . It's to clear a landing zome.

A: Clearing in our terminology is when you knock down the trees and stuff;
it's part of the clearing process.

Q: For helicopter landing?

A: Yes, part of the process, yoﬁ've got to knock down the trees first,
this isn't any good at that.

Q: Was it tested in combat or was it tested in a quiet area?
A: It was tested in combat; it was tested both ways.

Q: The Air Force saild that they bought some of these things.
A: Yes, but there weren't many. It was a very small purchase and it was
decided it wasn't really worth it.

‘ Q: Do you have any reason to think this is what was used the other day?
MKORE
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A: It's the only thing I can find that even begins to meet the
description. And I found in looking it up that some people used to call it in ‘
slang -~ it wasn't the official name -- call it an asphixiation bomb and a
depression bomb which were the words used so it leads us to believe that's
got to be itc.

‘qQ There s a small chance that they have these things, that's the word
,yOu used, "small chance?"

- At No, we know there are some there. Nobody knows how many. There can't
.be very many, and the shelf life is considered short. The chances are that most
of them wouldn't work. This is really not an important factor is what
I'm saying. ' ;

Q: What's the CBU designation stand for?

A: That's the cluster bomb. It's a bomb that breaks into three parts.
Most cluster bombs, as you know, break into many more parts than that, but don't
ask me why they named it that. I have no idea,

Q: Do you have anything on the fighting situation in Vietnam?

A: Let's get into that a little bit. The standard question you've been
asking me is about SA-2s. We still don't have any information that would
place them inside the 20 mile radius I mentioned. However, there are now a
_ great number here and there of enemy troops within 20 miles.

Q: 'Twenty miles of where?
A: Twenty miles of Tan Son Nhut.

Q: -You said a great number? : ‘
A: I don't have a number but there are a number of places where the enemy

is estimated to be which would be inside a circle if you drew a 20-mile

circle around Tan Son Nhut. :

Q: But no SA-2s?
“A: No indication of that.

Q: Could we say thousands of troops within the 20 mile circle?
A: I just don't have any figures on it; I guess that would be all right
but I don't really know. I can't confirm it.

- Q: What AAA weapons do they have within that circle?
A: We actually have no indication of any but they have with them the 57s
and the 37s. We do not know for sure that they have the SA-7s but we re
quite confident ‘they do. :

' Q: Is.the 37 radar guided?
A: The 57 is radar guided.

Q: What about the 377

A: I'l1 have to take that. In some cases it is in some cases it isn't,
I believe, but let me take that to make sure. Of course, you can fire it un-radar
guided if you want to. ' :

Q: Those are what -~ antiaircraft missiles? ' -
_A: Antiaircraft gung. They fire shells or bullets. MORE ‘
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_ Q: How about this zoom 24, QUAD? '
A: No information on that. Again that would be a logical one to suspect
. but we have no information. ‘ '

Q: Do they have that at all? Do the North Vietnamese have that?
A: They have had the QUAD in their inventory in the past.

Q: No further indication that American planes have been fired on?
A: No, actually we don't even have any reports today.

Q: Is there any actual fighting going on?
A: There's about the same level as yesterday.

Q: Light? : - .
_ A: It's light, it's in just about the same places. There isn't much
going on to the east of Bien Hoa toward Xuan Loc, that's quiet. There is some
fighting to the southwest and there 8 fighting on the northwest but nothing ‘
really big.

Q: Southwest, how close to Saigon?

A: I couldn't give you a figure; the fighting itself is probably about 15
miles, I think. But I want to try to avoid misleading you from the standpoint .
that there may be troops where there isn't any fighting that are closer than
where the fighting is. The fighting is not very close.
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