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Lo SECRETARY SCHLESINGER IS CALLING 0N KING BHIISSEIN OF

i AT ®LATR HOUSE TN THE DISTRICT,
FOoTiMe IS . THAT? '
TT WAS SCHEDLLEN FOR 19 MICLOCK, T DON'T KMODW HOW LUNG

S OLASTING. HE MAY STXLL BiE THERE,

2, 0N THE HILL: THOMAS DASHIELL, DF DDREE, IS =
BEFORE AN OPEN STSSTON OF :Hw HOUSE SCIFNCE AND TECHNGLOS
SUSCUAMTTTER CANCERNTNG THE 10D ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY RESEARCH
AND DEVELNPAENT PRUGRAM, :
PALE 2 RUEKJICS 5467 UNCLAS ’

. SECRETARY SCHLESINGER SENT A #SESSAGE TU ADMIRAL GAYLER,

i SR =CHIER, PACIFIC, LATE LAST NIGHT, FOLLOWING IS THFE

1 MESSAGE: ,

(OF DFFENSFE JAMES R, SCHEESTRGFR SnT L

R f ST ADATRAL NDEL GAYLFR, CUMMANDER-IN-CHIF \(
AT 9 Pam, 29 a»ulL 1975 YONCE AGaln IT IS MY PRI“I\FLF 10
COMOGRATULATE YOU  abity THE MEN AND WOMEN DV YR CHsMMAND FOR
YOUR CONTINGOUS AMD FXHAUSTING FFFORTS IN THE EVACHUATION OF
PERSONMEL FROM SOUTH VIETNAM DURIMG THE PAST ToENTY-FMIR HOURS,
AGBTIN, AS TN THE PROEESSTONALTSH AND DEDICATION NF AMERICATS
MICTTARY FORCES IN RXEC H1 ING A AUST DIFFICULT ORPERATTON,

PTHE DEREDRMANGE GOF PEOPLS UNDER YR COMMAND 1S TN KEEP [NG
WLTR THE HIGHEST TEANDTTIUNS OF THE ARMED SFRYVICES ANMD REFLECTS
GREAT CHREDTIT ON THEM, ON THE PACIFIC COMMAND, AD ON THE DEPART -
SUNT F DEFENSE. .

PLEASE EXTEND Tl YOUR ENTIRE COMMAND OUR aPPRECTATION FOR
AMITHER 08wl DONF,?

MU THAT WE'YE HBD A CHANCE TO TAKE A FFW STEES BACK ARD LO0K
AT THIS DPERATION, OETTING AWAY FRDM SOME OF THE NUTS AND BULTS
AT CH W A HAD Tor COROERNTRATE ON DHRING THE PAST FO2TY-FIOHT

CRAGE 3 RNEKUCS S4nT UNCLAS
AIELS, THERE ARE OnE OROTWO THINGS THAT WF MISSED 0OF T4
HARTOLY DEVFLOPTING SITUATION, OMEF WAS THAT AN N
=
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CARRTIER ENTERPRISE TOOK aAsDUT 29 ROUNDS OF AMTLAIRKCRAFT FIR
BUT THE PLAMNE REMAINED OPERARBLE, LANDED SAFELY, AND THE PI
WAS MOT INJURED ., :

e WHEREYD THIS HAPPEN? .

At TT HAPPENED NDVER VIETNAM. T WASN'T ABRLE TO NAIL IT DOWN,
I PROBABLY CANM DO THAT LATER TF IT'S 0OF ANY TNTFEFST T Y.
PT OTO0OK TWENTY ROUNDS OF 37 MM FIRE wWHILE ACTING AS PART OF
Tl COVER FOR THE HELTCOPTER AIRLIEFT,

D DYDY HAVE THE TI#E? : ‘

At THE MESSAGE DOFSNTT CARRY THE TIME, RUT 1 CAN GET THAT
FORYDU LATER. T NDID TRY T GET IT BEFORE T CAME INM HERE, BRUT
[ FINMD THAT TF YOU TRY T §JATL EVERYONE OF THUOSE DEATLS DORRN,
YIUEYD NFVER GET [N HERE TO GET THE J0O8 NOME,

D DI THEY RETUHRN THE FIRE?

At NDY, ’

O TR OTHER WNRDS, TwWO PLANES THAT WERE HIT IN THE ENTIRE
OPERATTON AND ONMLY ONE PLANE THAT EXPENDED AMsMUNTTIONT?

A TN RECARPEINMG THE WHOLE PROJECT, WHICH I HAVE NOT HAD TI1ME
PACE 4 RUEKICS 94A7 UNCLAS :
T DO IN DETATL, T THINK YOUI'RE PROBABLY RIGHT., THE WNeEXT COUPLE
[ DAYS WwetlL TRY TO BULL EVERYTHING THGETHER, WE OREALLY
HAVEMIT HAD SUFFTCTENT T IME?

0 THE HELICOPTER wW4S FIRFD O, TT WASHIT HIT, SAS 177

Ar THE LEAD HELICOPTFER AT THE DAQ COMPOUND THAT ATTRACTED
SOME SMALL ARMS FTRE BUT AS FAR AS WE KNOW, IT WAS NOT HIT,
I DONYT KNOW OF ANY DTHER ATRODRAFT THAT RECEIVFED ANY FIRE.

O: THE F=4 THAT TOOK FIRE AND RESPOMDED, YU DIDM'T SAY AT
THE TIME THAT IT'D BREN HIT, ) .

A AS FAR AS 2 KNOW, 1T DID -NOT GET HIT, BUT IT TOOK A DIM
YIEv OF RBRETNG FIRED UPON, AS T REC

O SO WHERE IN VIETNAM DID THIS HAPPEN?

A TYWE GOT A LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE HERE, BUT 1T HAVEN'T
BEEN ARLE TO NATL TT DOwM, T'LL HAVE THAT FOR YOI AFTERWARDS.

O CAp YO GIVE THAT TD 1187

At SURE WE CAM,

Q0 VAS IT DEFINITELY COMMUNTIST FIRE?

A, T HAVEN'T THE SLIGHTEST IDEAN WHETHER IT WAS. LET!'S PUT
[T THLS “WAY, IT WAS APPARENTLY A RATHER UNFRIENDLY THING 70 DO.

TP T UNDERSTAND THERE #4848 SOME ANTIAIRCRAFT FIRT, WAS THERF

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5467 UNCLAS )
AMY INODTCATION THERE WAS ANY SAM FIRE BY 25 AND 757

At YES, THERE WAS, [ REPORTEDN THAT YESTEENAY,

QO OF THE 39 SHOTS FIREND BY THE F=14, HMW MANY ACTUALLY HIT?

At T SALD THERE WERE 29 RNOUNDS IT TNOK. T NONTT KNI S
MARMY KOUNDS #FERE FIRED, TT TOOK 24 RNOUNDS, .

Q: YOU WERE GOING TO GIVE US THE LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE
POINTS.

Ar THYLL GIVE TT IO YO RIGHT AFTER THE BRIFFING,

G HOW MANY TNSTAMCES WERE THEZE NF AYMERICANS RETUHRNING
FIRE? ‘
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A T HAYENTT ASSEMHLEFND ALL. THAT. THE ONLY 0OME [ RECALL
REPORTIMG TO YA TS THE F=&4& THAT RESONDED T AaA FIRF, HE DID
3ROP BOMRS, AND THERE WERF SECUONNDARY FXPLOSTONMS AS A RESULT OF
THAT,

O: WHIERE HWAS THAT?

A 1T WAS OVER SATGON, -

D HOW NEAR SATGON WAS THF AdA,

At IT WAS OVER SALIGON, T DONPT KAOW WHAT PART 0OF THE CITY
IT WAS, , ) ~ :

Dt WHERE'D HE DROP THE BIOIMRS?

PAGE A RUFKICS 5467 UNCILAS

As HE DROPPED THE RBOMBS N THRE AAN TMPLACEMENT,

Q: WHERE WAS THAT?

A LT DONYT KNOW WHAT PART NF SATGON. IT WAS Tim SATGOM, AS 1
RECALL IT, ]

G BUT THE OQTHERS, THERE WERE SUOME SA-7S FIRED AT THE HELI-
COPTERS? '

At THERFE WAS SA-7 FIRE, THERE WAS MnkE HELICNPTER THAT REPORTED

AETNG FTRED ON RY THREE SA=7S AND ALL THREF MISSTLES DIN MOT HIT
THE TARGET., _ '

G WAS 1T EULL NF EVACURES?

At T DONYT KNOW. T REDORTED THAT YESTERDAY AND T NAN'T RECALL
WHETHER [T HAD FVACUFES TN IT OR NOT, AT ANY RATE, THF HELI-
COPTER WAS NOT HIT. _

Gr WHAT TIME DID YOU REPORT THAT?

At T DONT'T KNOW. SOMFTIME (VER THE PAST FORTY-FIGHT HOURS.

I CAN LOOK THAT UP. T'VE GOT THREF TRANSCRIPTS AND THEM A COUPLE
OF TIMES T CAME TNTO THE PRESS ROOM AND REPORTED ON [T.

i TS THAT THE ONLY TIME THE SaM=785 WERE FIRED, THAT YOI
K (1872 _ ’

AL THAT T KNOW 0IF, AT THE MOMENT, YES.

BT

5447
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SECTIUN 2 0OF A
D ANY DOTHER SAMS FIRED?
A THE SA=7 AS YOI ALL PROBAZLY KNOW TS THAT SHIMILNDER WEAPON
HPFRATFD BY TWD MEN. - .
D WASN'T THERE SA-7S FIRED AGATNST Tw SHTH VIETMAMESE PLANES?
A THFRE WAS, T HAVENTT ﬁ FNARILE TN CﬂFCK N THIS. T HEART)
THAT THERE WERE AT LEAST TW{ SOUTH VIKTNAMESE PLANES, NFE WAS A
BOX CAR, THAT wWERE RROIGHT DOWN APPAQENTLY HY THFE SA=-T7T, T HAVEN'T
BEEN ARLE T CHECK THAT 00T, :

S WITH O THE POSSTRLE FXCELTION OF THE MARIMES LEAVING THE
EMBASSY LAST NIGHT, THRERE WAS NO DTHER TIME TiHAT WE THINK SOUITH
VIEFTHNAMESE FIRED NN AMERTCAN PLANES (R HELTCOPRPTERS?

A T DONYT EVEN KNOW THAT THE FIRE YESTEFADAY WAS wY SOUTH
VIETNAMESE . ' .

GO: THAT WAS A POSSIRLE EXCEPTION, THERE WAS NO REPMORT
PAGE 2 RUFKJCS H4h8 LNCLAS :
OTHERWIT S#7?

Ar THRRE'S NO RECORD THAT T KNQOW 0DF FVEM IMODICATIMG THAT,

D CHARLIFE (CORNDDRY, RATILLIMORE SUNY. HAS SOMETHING IN HIS
STORY THIS MORNIMG SAYTNG THAT THE MARIANES HAD T USE TEAKGAS -
TRY AN EXCHANGE OF SMal Ll ARMS FIRE AT THE EMBASSY LAST NIGHT
RETWEEN NUR GUYS AND SHUTH VIETNAMESE. YOU HavE N1 RECHRD 0OF
THAT? )

Ar T TRIFD TO GET ANDDITTONAL ITMFURMATION OM THAT, 1T IS
STTLL NOT AVATLARLE,

D YOU SAY IT IS TRUE THAT MARIMES HAD T FIRFE ON
VIETNAMESE? :

A T IO NOT. T SAID T TRIFED TN GET INFORMATION 0N THAT
HEFNORE 1T CAME TN HERE, THRFEEYS STIHLL WNOT ANY INFORMATINON ASTDE
FROM WHAT YOI WERE GTVEN YESTERDAY AS T0O WHAT HAPPENED BUT I
AM STILL TRYING 70 GET ANDITIONAL DETALILS On THAT,

b: WERE THERE ANY’MAR[NE§ N THE FINAL HOURS OF THE FVYAC-
UATINN HURT? ‘

AT APPARENTLY nNOT. T'VE ASKED FOR A REPDRT DN THAT. THE
[NODTCATINNS ARFE THEREF WFRF MO CASUALTIFS, '

DT DONT'T KNOW WHAT ITNFORMATION WAS GIVEN ON THESE MARINES,
PAGHK 3ORDECICS 5468 HINCLAS
LATE LAST NIGHT WeERE YO SAaYIaG THAT THEY DI UHSE TEARGAS AND
EXCHANGE SMALL ARMS FIRE THE LAST FEW GETTING ODT?

/ﬁ@ggz“’
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At T DONM'T KNOW.  I'M SURE THERF!'S A COMPLETE REPART ABOUT
WHAT WAS GIVEN OUT LAST NIGHT BUT Tr'VE NOT SFFM IT YET,

O T'M NOT SURE THERE WAS A COMPLETE KEPURT, THAT'S WHY I'M™
ASKIMNG,

A T SAY A COMPLETFE REPORT N WHAT WE HAD AVAILABLE WHICH
WAS WOT MUCH. , : :

G COULD 1T MAKE 4 SUGGESTTON, T NON'T WANT T MAKE T0HHO MUCH
DF 17 BUT T THINK TS ITMPORTANT . THFRE ARE THOSE OF S WHN
SPENT THE WHOLE DAY HERE YESTERDAY AND FOuUnND THAT INFORMATION
WAS RETMG PUT -NDUT BT &0T GENFRALLY, IM OTHER wORNDS, TF INFOR-
MATTON CAME OUT TT WAS GIVEN PIECFEMEAL ANMD NO COPY WaS MADF 0OF
U7, NO DISTRIBUTION WAS MADE GENERALLY TO THE GROUP AFTER THE
Gy A, PRESS CONFFRENCE. FROM 9wy (INTIL ZERM, WHICH IS
RIGHT NiW, WE GOT NO PRINTED R wWRITTEN STaTEMENTS AS TO WHAT
WAS PUT 0OUT . ,

A THATTS RIGHT. MY RECOLLECTION LLNOYD IS THAT AFTER 9:6@
WEAT T GAVE DT WAS JUST RECAPRING wWHAT T'D GIVEN YO RBEFORE
ANDS PUTTING TT INTO SOME SFMBRLANCE 0OF ORDER BUT I'LL BE GLAND
PanE 4 RUEKICS 5468 HMCLAS :

TGO OVER THE WHOLE THING WITH ANYBODY THAT WANTS TO AND GET
LT AL Dn THE RECORD, ‘ .

G WAS THERE AN [NTFRRUPTION (F THE AIRLIFT DURING THE AFTER-
WOUM BECAUSE 0OF WEATHER DR CREW FATIGUR FOR A/ HIIUR AND 26
MINUTES? - : )

A THE INTERRUPTINN WAS, REMEMBER THESE PILOTS HAD BFEN FLY-
IhG FOR 14 HOURS,  MANY OF THESE HOURS I8 DARKNESS AND MANFUVER-
ITHG AT LOW LEVELS OVER A CITY WITH WHICH ®ANY DF THEM WERE. (in-
FARTLIAR AND WITH SA-7S FIRING OR OCCASTAN AND PUTTING DOWN DN
HOME ROOFTHPS, IT WAS LJTE A REMARKABLE VENTHRE AND T THINK
THERFE ARE PROBABLY A 1LOT NF DRAMATIC DETATLS OF THIS THAT ARE NOT
YET TOLD AN HOPEFULLY wR WILL GRT THEM IN DUE COURSE, REMEMBER
THIS WAS PROBARBLY THE GREATEST HELICOPTER EVACUATION IN HISTNARY.
UVER 7,800 PEROPLE WERFE TAKEN DUT, '

D: IS THAT DVER 7,407 ,

At OVER 7,0 PEOPLE WERE TAKEM OUT RY HELICORPTER ALONE.

O HOW MAMY AMERTCANS AND HOW- MANY STHITH VIETHMAMESE,

A THERE WERE 1.0t AMERICANS,

Qs THE QUESTION EARLTER WAS WHETHER OR NOT THFERE') BEEN
Amy_LNTE%RuwTIUMS.

DAGE 5 RUFKJCS 5468 HNGLAS

Ay T ANDHRESSED MYSELF TN IT, 1 SAIN THERE HAD BEEN AN IMTER-
RUBTTION THAT MIGHT HAVE KEENM TH GIVF THE CREW A LITTLF TIME T0
REST UP AND A LOT 0OF DTHER THINGS, :

0 HOW LONG DI 1T LaST?’

AT T RELTEVE TT WAS AROUT Twi HOURS.

T AROUT WHAT TTIME WAS {77

Ay TT WAS T THE EARLY AFTERNDON, DUR EARLY AFTERNONM. I CAN
FATE THAT DOWAL FOR YO, 1 DONMTT HAVE [T HERF,

01 WERE THERE ANY DTHER THIRD COUNTRY NATINNALS TAKEN T2

Ae T DON'T KMNOW. THEYIRE SCATTERED DOVER OUITE A FEe SHIPS

1
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ARD A DT OF PEOPLE WERF TAKEN ARDARD SHIPS FRUM VARTHUS TYPES
OF SEABDRN CRAFT THAT POT NUT FROM VUNG TAH BEACH,
O TS THERE ANY CHAMCE THAT SOME THIRD COUNTRY NATTIONALS
ANE ARDARD THNSE SHIPS? g
A IT COodLn RE, NE DONYT HAVE THE TNFORMATTION ON T T AN 1718
VERY DIFFTICHLT RIGHT NOW TO GET ALL THE INFORMATION, ALL THE .
DETATLS AT ORNCF FROM THI: SHIRPS BECAUSKE THEIR COMMUNICATINNSG, b
AS Y CAN HVDFRSTANU, ARE REING PRETTY WELL TAXFD, WE DID WNORK )
OVERNITGHT MAKING SHRE WHERF THFRE WERE. CORRFSEOMDEMTS ABOARD .
SHIPS THAT THEY WERE (GIVEN SOmE pRIURT‘Y S50 THAT THEIR CMOPRPY 1=
PAGE 6 RUFK.ACS 5468 INCLAS
SOHLNY GET NUT. AS YOUE PROHABLY HAVE HEEN NOTICIMG THITS MORNTMG S
THE STNRTES ARE COMING OFF THE SHIPS AMD PARTICHILARLY THE RLilE Lt
RINGE WHERE SEVERAL DAYS AGO WE HAD PUT A PO DF REPORTERS
AND PHNOTOGRARPHERS, THETR CNOPY HAS BEGUM TO CNME THROUGH STARTING | -
YESTERDAY, AND T THINK THERETLL 85 NORE AND MORE COMING, LW

O COULN YO TELL US HOW MANY GOT OUT #Y B0AT AnD TAKEM ABOARD
AMERTCAN SHIPS? : 3
At WE NOW EST!MATE"THE TOTAL EVACHEES ABNARD NAVY ARMD NS €
SHIPS, INCLUDING THE 7,wad—-PLUS THAT CAME ABOARD RY WFLIF'PIFR,
TS AT 28,6608 PEOPLE. F THESE yud? ARE AMERICANS, FIGHTEEN S
THOUSANMDY GAT THERZE BY SHRFACE CRAFT OF OnE KIND NR O ANOTHER , e
O: THEY WERE ALL PLOKED wp?
AN THﬁY‘Kt AL PICKFD P, : .
O FROM VUNG TA AND DTHER SPOTS ALANG THE COAST: BARGES, O
SAMPANS AN WHATNOT, JHST COMING OUT?
AT AMD RAETS AMD WHATNOT . -
D¢ BUT THATYS STILL GOING O ISNYT IT, THAT PICKHP DPFRATTION? st
AT UNDERSTAMD THAT 17T HAS NOT BNDED YET ANMD THAT!S WHY SOME
SHIPS ARE THERE AND A GDOD MAMY DTHER NAVAL CRAFT ARFE POINTFED

FASTWARD AT THFE MNMENT. . A L)
BT ' '
HH 468
NINENIY : , By
(N DUH33/ 121775 JACK '

] \)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

o2 ]

PATUZYUW RUEKJCSH469 1210048 -DIH==RUEQFTA, gy

7R LU ‘ Lot
RUCLHBFA T COR LST CAVALRY NIV FORT HOOD TX

RUCLHBFEA T CDRO2ND ARMORED DIV BORT HONOND TX : )
RUCLBEFA T CHR TIT CHORPS FORT HOOD TX b

PonlWaIs7 MAY 75 INZL b

=MOSECHER WASH DC P . =
TN ALG 3799 ' A B
ATG BT9R . _ . >
BT o

UMCLAS RNQT .

SECTION 3 OF 6 ,

D5 WHEN DID- THEY START PICKING UP THIS 18,0967

At TTYS REEN GOTING I8, BUT [N LARGE NUMBERS, THE FAST COUPLE
OF DAYS SINCE THE HELICUOPTER AIRLIFT BEGAM,

O: B0 YOU HAVE A TOTAL FIGURE ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE THAT
HAVE CoOmE DUT OF VIETNMAM TN THF LﬂST THREE WEEKS?

At TTLL TAKE THAT QUEFSTION, T7VE GOT IT SOMEWHERE. T DONYT
HAVE 1T HERE, ,

N: WHAT HAPPENS NOW 10 THESE 18,8480 UNSOLICITED EVACUEFRS

BY ROAT 0O THEY GET TAKFM T0O GUAM OR WHFREYER FLSE 4T NF VISTNAM?.

At THE FIRST THIRNG THAT'S GNING T HAPPEN, THEY'RF GONG T MOVE
NME OF THE REFUGEES AROUND SO THEY CAM RG Ail/k AT rETTER ONT THE

IS TO InSURE SMAX[MUM SAFETY AND THE HEALTH N+ THE REFUGEES, IS NUW
GOTING ON, GENERALLY, THE SHIPS ARE EXPECTED TO SATIL TN SUBIC WHERE
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 95469 LNCLAS v

THE REFUGEFRS WTLL 8E RETTHER TRAMSFERREDND T AN AIRLIFT OR OTHER

SHIPS AND WNDLD HAVE T BE REPROVISIONED FEOR SATLING TN QTHER PORTS,

SOME DF THEM WL HNDOHMTEMLY GO TH GUAM: SOME WILL GO DIRECT TO
GUAR AND THIS TS BEING HORKED OUT NOW,

Dt WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS ON THOSE SHIPS, THAT!'S AN AWFRYL LOT
OF PREOPLE FNR EVEN TFN NR TWELVE SHIPS ISHM*T I1T7 '

At THATVS RIGHT.

0 WHAT ALE THFE CUONDITIONS, ARE THEY LIKE THE SHIPS THAT C0OME
DAEN S FROM DANANG CAND THE NORTH?

AL ﬂDULU NOURT 1T, REMEMBER THESE SHIPS WERE PREPARED TN
TAKE LOM THE REFUGEES.

e 2h, 007 ' '

AT NO, THEY WEREN'T PREPAREND TO TAKE ON THAT MANY BUT THEY
WEEE PRERPARFED TO HANDLE ANY CONTIMGENCY SITUATION T WOULD GH'}S,
i HMAVENDYT HEARD ANY REPORTS AND [ HAVEN'T HEARD -ANY COMPLAIN
FROM THE SHIPS EITHEK. ’

D COULD WE GFT A RUIINDOWN AGATN OF THE SHIPS THAT WERF IN-
VOLVED T THTS NPERATIOINT

A WE COULD GET THAT., 1 THOUGHT YM) ALL Hal) THAT,

(r ARE THERE ANY SHIPS POINTED AT SODTH VIFTNAM T0 PICK UP
PAGE 3 RUBEKJCS 94A9 LNCLAS
ANY ADDTTIONAL REFLGEFS? .

At WENLL HAVE TO WATT FOR THAT TNFORMATION wUT 1'LL GET [T

/5’@ %g 7%
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G WHATES THE TOTAL nNOW, THE NUMBER OF THOSE FVACUATED?
VO 1T BE 4W, il PLUS 25 ,0ihu7?

A L SATD T WOULD GET A RECARP OF THOSE FIGURES FOR YUY,

D ARF THESE 18 T 25, 2% MATNLY 0N MmSC SHIPS?

A: A LOT OF THEM ARF, )

S0 SECREFTARY KISSINGFR MENTIONED A FIGIHRE OF 55,6nu. WAS
HE INCLODTHG THESE 15, 0nu? : o o

AT L DUNYT KNDW, T ASSUME HE WAS. T DON'T kaDW wHAT FIGHRE
HE WAS WORKING WITH BUT WHEN Wk GeT THE TOTAL FIGURE,IF T1'S
CLMsE 70 THAT FIGURE. THEN DOBVIOUSLY HE WAS, :

D THE PEOPLE THAT WEH2F AIRLIFTED, WERE THEY TAKEN T THE
CARRIERS OR TRANSPIIRT SHIPS?

At THEY WERE TAKEN MOSTLY T0O THE CARRIFRS FOR OBYIOUS REASONS
THEY COULD LAND FaSTER, dUT SOME OF THE OTHER SHIPS #Hal) MELI-
PADS AND THEY WERE TAKEN THERE., YOU SNOW- wWHAT HAPPENED ON THE
ALUE RIDGE, THiY HAD ALITTLE PROBLEH, . '

2 MOST NF THE PEDPLE WERE EVACUATED RY HWELICOPTERS ARE Ow
FALE 4 RUEKJICS 5469 LHNCLAS ' '

THE CARRIERS NOW THEN, RIGHT? : .

A THEY WERE AROARD THE CARRIERS AND T DON'T KMOW WHETHER
THEREYS BEEN ANY REDTSTRIHRUTION YET. THERE My ST HAYE REFN SiE .,

D HOW MANY SHIPS ARE STILL STAMDING NOFF THE SOUTH VIETNAM~
ESE CDAST? :

A T ODON'T KNOW HOW MANY ARE STANDIMG OFF AND HIOW MANY HAVE
SET Sali, BUT TY L TRY TO GET THAT.

O THEY ARE STAYTING IN TMTERNATIOMAL WATERS?

At YES. ‘ .

O WHAT AUTHORTITY IS THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT RELYING UPUN T
COMTINUE THIS EVACUATION EFFORT NOW THAT ALL THE AMEFRICANSS
HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN? A

A T DONYT KMNOAW WHETHER THEY ARE CONTINDING THE bBrFORT,
THEREYS m0 LAad THAT SAYS YOU CANT'T PICK UP SOMERODY WHOD I3 IN
PDISTRESS ON THE HIGH SEAS,

D! PRESUMARBLY THESE 18,0004 THAT WERFE PICKED UR WERE ANYRODY
WHO APPEARED, TN BE PTCKED UPL. THERE WAS MO BLUE SLIPS FROM THE
EMEASSY “SAYING THAT THEY FIT INTO ONF DF THE TMMIGRATION CATF-
GORTES?

A THEY WERE UNDUOCUMENMTED, 1TF THATYS WHAT YU MEAM, MANY TIF
PAGE 5 RUEKJICS 5469 UNCLAS ' ‘

THE 4 INCTIDENTALLY, THAT WILL HAVE TO HE A J0O8 THAT WILL ®E
TAKEN 1P WHEN THEY REACH A PORT, THAT TS SEPARATING THE DOCU~
FMENTED PEQPLE, THE ONFS WHO HAVE PASSPARTS AND THF PAPFERS. ARE
AL TN, ORDER FROM THE NTHIFRS, OF CmSE, THATYS WHAT THE TNTER-
AGENCY TMDOCHINA COMMTTTEE WILL ®BF HANDLING. THEY!RE MEETING
EVERY DAY AND REVIEWING THE WHOLE STTUATINN.

Geo T5 THERE AMNY POSSTHILITY THAT THERE ARE AMERICARS STTLL
[N SATGeN WHD COULD NOT GET OUT FOR DONF REASGN DR ANDTHER  ANMD
WHO WANTED TO GET wdT? i

Az THE DRNLY ONES THAT T KMOW OF WERF A COURPLE OF UNTTED PRESS
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CORRESNONDENTS AND THEY HAD A SPECIAL PROBLFM OF AOT BEING ARLE
ABLE TO REACH THE FMBASSY. AS FAR AS 1 KNMW THEY ARF STTLL THFRF.
TN, ULS. EMPLOYFES DR OTHFRS THAT YO KMOW OF THAT DID

NOT GET OUT?
Ar WD),
W NGO DAD PEOPLE DR AMERICANS? 7
Aronin, .
D HOW MANY LANDTING Z0NES AND HUW DIN THFEY ORGANIZE THIS.
THING TN THE FIRST PLACE? :
Ae T WANTED TO GET MORE DFETATLED INFORMATION, T THOUGHT
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5469 UNCLAS ’
YOUED BE INTERESTED TN PHES (PHUTO) == THIS IS THE EMBASSY
COMPOUND AREA,  THE 1),S. MARINE GUARD HAD TN RFEMOVE SOME TREES
FRM THIS AREA MERE, WHICH IS YOU SEE IS 95 X 115 FEFT, NEXT
T THE EMBASSY AMD THIS FOR THE CH=-46 AND CH=353 LAMDINGS, I
THIMK THAT FVEN AN EXPERT HELICOPTER PILOT UNDER GHOD CONMDITIONS
FOULD COMSTOER THAT NOT AN OVERLY AMPLE LaMDING STTE.  CAN YU
MAGTME DOING THAT Tn THE BAD WEATHER THEY HAD THERE DURING THE-
NTGHT AND AT NIGHT AN THEN OF COURSE O THE ROOF OVER THERE.
D HOW O LARGE IS THE RUOUF? ’
Ay THE RODF TS HALF THE S[ZE OF THIS Il TLE Ym<n ~— 45 FT BY
1S SITE OWER HERE.

Tiv FT. 1T DO ROV KNOW wWHFETHER THEY USED
Gt WHAT!YS THAT SITFE?

A THIS SITE LNOKS LIKF A PARKING |nT._

O THAT'S GNING BEYOMD THE CMBASSY COMPOUND WALL?

Ar YES. T DON'T THINMK THEY USED THAT. Ilk RODE COULD NOT
TAKE THE CH=53S BECAUSE THEY COULDN'T STAND THE wEIGHT.

Do HOW DIND YOU GET THE PICTIIRE?

A CHARLEY {(CORONDRY Y, THIS WAS THE PICTURE T EXAMINED
GOSN ITa THE NATIONAL COMMANMD CENTER WHEN T wWAS THERE KEEPING
I TOUCH WITH WHAT WAS GOING OM AND T SAW SECRATARY SCHLESTMGER
HY '
#HARKD
NI ¢
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Pl he3ng MAY IS N7

EM SECDEF WASH DC

T ATG A799

ATG RT708

BT
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Y

~)
KA T
P

AND GENMEFRAL BROWN REFERRING TO THIS AND SO THIS MORMING S8EFDRE
COMERG TR HERE, WHEN T WAS LOOKING OVER MY MOTFS, T SENMT SOME-
FODY DOWAa T ASK TF T COULD BORRODW THE PICTURE AND HERE IT IS,

O NOW WHILE THAT GETS S THAT FAR, NOW HOW DID IT

GET TO THE

N“(C7 TS IT AN QLD PICTURE NOR IS 1T OME MADE YESTERDAY AND

TRANSMTTTED HERE SOMFTIME?
A MO, T'vlE SEFEN T HTS PICTHRE FOR A WEEK.
o HOW MANY DTHER LANMDIMG ZNNFS WERE THERE?

A THAT WAS IT AND HERE IS THE PICTURE OF THE DA C
DUT AT TAN SO NHUT, THIS IS THE CONPOUSD ARTA HERE a0

MPIND

THE BASERALL FIELD, SOME OF YOI PROCGARLY KM THLS AREA UQPTTY

WELL. T THINK THAT THE #0ST OF THE LAMDINGS WERE HERE
TEMNIS COURTS. ['LL LFAVE THESE HERE DR KFFP THEM TN |
TF ANY [IF YOU WANT T0 FXAMINE THEM MORE CLOSELY.
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5474 UNCLAS

O: CAN WE GET COPTES OF THOSE?

IN THE

aY QOFFICE

A TTYLL BE BEASTIER FOR #ME TO GET YO FlD[rS 0F THES AREA,
E

RATHER THAN THIS CORPY, TT IS ONE 0 THUS

SECRETARY DR COAMMANDER HAMILTON OR DDI. o
Q: 1S THERE ANY WORD 08 THE THO MISSING CREWMEN?
A THEYARE STILL CONSTDERED MISSTNG=IN=AC TINN:AND

LTKE T0O HAVE THEIR NAMES, CAPTAILN WTLLTAM CRATG NYSTHL

HIS HOME [N DKINAWA=JAPAN,

D200, WE HAVE A STATESIDE?

SATONGL, WE S JUST HAVE HIS NEXT=DF=KIN AS HIS WIFE --
UNA MYSTOL == WHO LTVES TN DKINAWA,

THE OTHER CREW MEMKER 1S FIRST LIFUTENANT MICHAFL

RUREAUCRATIC
THESFE ®ELONG TN THE COMMAND CENTER BUT [ CAN GET SImIL
PHOTNGRAPHS TR YOU WANT THEM, LF YOU DY, PLEASE LET ME

THINGS.,
AR TYPE
OR MY

TF yousn
. HE MAKES

CARDL

JOHN SHEA,

HE LIVES IN"EL PASU, TEXAS, NEXT-0F-KIN IS HIS WIFE —= JENNIFER

CLATKE SHEA, EL PASO, TEXAS.
0 ARE THESE aRmY TYPES?
At MO, THESE ARE MARINES,
QO THEYVTRE STTLL LTSTED OFFICTALLY AS MISSTMG-IN-AC

Ar THEY'RE PIRTED AS MISSTNG, THEY WERHEHALF DF THE

SAGE BORUERICS havv DINCELAS

AOCH=AA BELTCAPTER MARIANE CORPS == &ND LT Wk DOWN wE
THE HELI-

CARRTER HANCNOCK. THE (OTHFER TWO BARTNF CREWAFRM ARDARD

B 0o3SY
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COPTER WERE RESCUFM,

O: DO YDU HAVE THE AGES ON THESE GUYS?
A MO, T DONYT,

N WERE THERF PASSENGERS ON THOSE?
Aoty THERFE WERE NOT.

O THEY WERE ON THETR WAY 0OUT.

Ar THAT WOULD BE THE ASSIMPTION,

O: Wi WERE TOLD 1T WAS A RESCUE CHUPPER, WASN'T IT7?

A THERN TT WAS,

O BOW HMUCH ORDNANCE DID THE U.S. AIR FARCE EXPEND THERE?

Ar 1 DON'T KNOW. BUT TT'S A GOON QUESTON. T'M SURE WEYLL CNME
UP WITTH A STATISTIC ON THAT AT SOMFE POINT IN TIi :

We THESE 18,44y REFUGEES WERE UNDHUCUMENTED. THAT [S ANY
BEFUGER WHO COULD MAKE., o o

A WHUT NECESSARILY, T JUST ASSUME A GUHOD manNY OF THEM WERFE,

O IS THAT WHAT WFETRE DOING, WF'RE ASSUMING THAT THESE WERE
JUST ANYBRODY WHO COULD MAKE TT 0T 11 THE U.S. SHIPS?

A THAT!'S RIGHT. .

PAGE 4 RURKJCS 2476 UNMCLAS

G AT WHAT POTNT NIH THAT POLTICY BEGIN? .

At T TOONTT KNOW THAT 1T WAS ESTABLISHED POLILY EUT THEY WERE
THERE AND THEY WERE ON THE HIGH SFAS AND THEY WERE RESCUED FROM
PEATEVER CRAFT THEY WERE 0N, ‘

03 ARE THEY STILL CiwminG?

Ay TYWE HEARD, BUT RHAVEN'T BREEN ABLEF TO CHFECK IT DFFICTALLY
THAT SO&E OF IT IS STILL GUING On BUT T DOMYT KNOW T WHAT
DEGREER ., ,

O: HOW MANY MILES OFF SDUTH VIETsam ARE THUSE SHIPS?

Al HEYOND THREE MTLES. ‘

QG BEYOND THREE, WOULD 1T Be P, TEN?

A1 SALTD RBEYNND THREE. . :

O: WY DO YOU SAY THREF MILES? 1S THE INTRRNATIONAL WATERS
OF VIETNAM? : '

A BECAUSE T ASKED SOM=RIDY Hiw FAR DUT THE SHIPS WERE AND
THEY SAIND REYDOND THREE MILEFS, THEY WhERE AT VARYING DISTANCES
FRIWM LAND AS ANY FLOTILLA wOULD HE, '

s IR OTHER WORDSy THE 113 STHLL REGARDS THREE MILFES AS THE
TENRLTHHiﬂL'L[MITS DF VIETNAM?

At LF OYOITRE ASKING ME THAT'S A L=EGAL GUESTION, I'ilL BE GLAD
PAGE 5 HUEKJCS 5476 tNCILAS
TO GET AN ANSWER FUR YU, )

Q3 HuW MANY FIGHTER PLANES AWD OTHER AIR COVER PROTFCTION
PLANES wWeRE INVOLVeED InN THIS OPERATIOND? WHAT SERVES WERE IN-
VOLVED? : :

At THE NAVY, MARINES AND ATR FORCE WERE VERY MUCH INMVOLVED.
THERE WERF 1200 J.S. ATR EDRCE PLANES 1TNVOLVED,

G FROM THATLANDT

A TallAND,

B YOUTRE TALKING NDW oROUT FIGHTER TYPE PLaNFS RATHER THAN
TRANSPORTS?
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Al OND TANKERS. REMEMHER, HOURS BEFURE THIS OPERATINN BEGAN,
oS, ATR FORCE TARKERS HAD TO PREPARE FOR AND POSTITION THEM-
SELVES AND MANY OF THEF FIGHTER PLAMES THAT FROVINEN AIR CNVER
FOR THE HELICOPTERS REMATNED TH Tk AIR FOR A CONMSINERABLFE AmMNOUNT
NF TIME AS A RFESULT OF THIS ATR REFUELING CapasILITY MUSTLY 4Y
THE TR FORCE,
Dt THIS HAD TN RE PLONMED SEVERAL DAYS AHFAD THAT YOU WERE GUING
TN ATRLIFT THEM QUT, THIS COULD NOT HAVE BFEM A LAST mINUTE
DECLSTON FNR OPTION Tv? . , o
Av TT WaS & LAST MINBTE DECTISION FOR NPTION TV, AT THESF FOLR
PAGE A RUEKJCS H47it UNCLAS '
OPTINNS HAD BEFN AVATLAKLE TO AMBASSADDOR MARTIN FAOR A PERIOD OF
TIME AND THE MILITARY WAS AWARE UOF 1T AMD OrVIOUSLY HAD TO PRE-
PARE #0R ANY 0OF THE CONTINGENCIES PRESENTED T THEm 8BY THE SELEC-
TION OF ANY OF THE DPTIOMS, ALL OF WHICH WERE EXFRCISED UP TO AND
[NCLUDTAG THE FINAL OPTTON WAS KNOWRCAS OPTIHN T,
S0 DPTION T YOU WOULONTT HAVE HaD- T HAVE ATR COVER?
AT THATYS RIGHT, OPTION [T CALLFD FOR A MILITARY RESPONSE
AND SO DID GPTION TT AnD ORYIOUSLY, OPTIUN V.
Go HOW LONG WERE THE TANKERS ON STATTOs CIRCLING [N THE AREAS
O BE USED, A WEEK? :
LA NG, BT THEY WERE PREPARED T MOVE 1M SHORT wMOTICE. .
Coo s HOW LONG WOULD HAVE TT TAKERN THEM FROM THETR #daA3ES IN
THALLAND TO THEIR POSITTONS FOR THE UPERATIIM?
CoAr 1T WOULD DEPEND DN WHICH RASES THEY CAME FROM AT THEY
HERE IM POSITINN WHEN THREY WERE MEEOED, LET'S PUT 1T THAT WAY,
0T THERE WAS A LAG OF AHOUT ALFOST TWO HOURS BETWEEN THE
ORUGER TN HEGIN OPTION 1Y AND THFE TIsE o . . .
At THOME PRECISE, IT WAS AN HOUR AND 5y MINUTES,
O: IS THAT ACCOUNTED FOR BY WHAT YOI JUST DESCR
A IT WAS ACCHOUNTED FOR. T wWOULD THINK THAT A LARGE PART 0OF.

BT
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PATUZYUW RUEKJCES471L 1216051 -HUL==RUENFTA,

2R UL ' ’ 53
BUCLREA T GDR LST CAVALRY DIV FORT HONO TX =

RUCLARFA T CDR 2NN ARMORED DIV FORT HOOD TX
RUCLAFA T CDE 111 CORPS FORT #=HOOH TX ‘ s
O oylun3sz MAY 75 7RN7ZL - i
Ft SECHEF WASH DC - ) i
T ATG R799 ‘ _ T
AL RTOR8 , ' ' S A
KT ‘ ' : b
LBINCLAS BUA9T
SECTION B NF A
THAT WAS REQUIRED THAT LONG TO GET AVERYRODY 70 GET POSTTIONED
TRNCLUDTING THE ATR CAP,

O TRCLUDING THE TANKERS AND ATR CAP? |

At MOSTLY THE ATR CAP. X ' I

O HOW MARY MAVY PLANES WERE [RVOLYVED?

b TT WAS CLOSFR TO 156, [NVOLVED IS A TRICKY ®wORD, LET'S
SAY WERE AVATLABLE FNR PARTICIPATION. ['s COVERING MYSELF I[N
CASE SOME UF THEM NEVER TOMK (OFF,

O: WEAT KINDS OF ATRCRAFT WERE [NVOLVED IN THE CHOVER?

At YOU KNOW THERE WAS AN F-14: F-4S. A-TS,

O HOW MANY WERE ATRBORBE DVER SOUTH VIRTNAM?

Ar RNST NF THEM WERE AT SOWE TIME OR ANOTHER, SUT NOT ALL
AT THE SAME TIME.

0: THOSE FIGURES DO NDT INCLUDFE HELNS?

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5471 UNCLAS :

At THAT FLGURE NOES NOT JNCLUDE HELICOPTERS, MY RECOLLECT [ON
IS THAT THERE WERE %1 HELICOPTERS, [MCTORNTALLY, WHILE WEIRE 0N
THE SUBJECT NF HELICNPTERS, ONITE A FEW OF THISE WERE 1,S., AIR
FORCE HELTCOPTERS THAT (PERATED FROM THE CARRTER MIDWAY. AS A
MINOR FONTNOTE TN HISTORY, THIS 1S THE FIRST TINE THAT AIR FORCE
HELICOPTERS OPERATEN OPFERATIOMALLY OFF A CARRIFR.

0t WHAT WAS THE REASON (R CAN YOU FXPLATN FOR THE DFLAY LN

LAMDING OF THE HELICOPTERS THAT YOU SPNAKFE OF YESTERDAY?

A NOL THEINFORSMATION T GAVE YO AT THE TIME WAS ACCURATE
ANMD -STTLL S

ﬂ:JYﬂH ALSD SATH THAT QUESTIONS ARF BEING ASKED |
[SYBFTMG MADE TO FIuD OUT WHAT =APPENEN. T ASSUME Th
STILL GOING (N2 -

& YES, OUITE MATHURALLY THERE WAS AN FFFORT AT THE TIME T
FIND OUT WHY IT WAS TSSUED, WHFRE T CAME FROM AND TOGFTHER
WITH A nUMBER OF QTHER THINGS O THIS WHOLE SUCCESSEUL NPERATION,
TT 1S BEINMG LODKED TATO ARMD PFRHAPS THEY VLL COME UP WITH SOME
ARSWERS FOR YL,

N WHAT ARDERS WERE GIVEMN T SHIPS STTLL LYING NFF THF SOUTH
VIiETMAMESE COAST AS TO WHAT TYPE OF RERFUGEES WERE PICKED UR?
PAGE 3 ORHNELICS 5471 UNMOLAS

Ay T DONET KN, SOT TYLL »BF GLAD T T

D WOULD YO GET MUORF PRECTSE INFORMAT

/0035 %
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MANMY SHIPS: HOW LONG THEY'RE GOING TN STAY 08 STATINN?

A: MOST OF THEM, TYVE ALRFADY TOLN YO, ARE GOLING T HEAD
TAWARD SUBTC HECAUSE THEY NEFD, . .

O YO ALSO SATN A CERTAIN NUMBER NF SHIPS HAD REMAINFD - -
THERE 1O RPICK UP PEOPLF, :

A FOR A MATTER OF A SHORT PERIOND NF TIME, (M TALKING M .
TERMS 00F HNURS, NR MAYRE A DAY DR SUMETHING. RECAUSE THEY ARFN'T 3
ALL GOING T STEAM BACK T SUBIC. : ,

O H0W DNTHE SHIPS FSTARLISH THAT THE PFOPLE THEY ARF PICK=- .
ING UP ARE HIGH RTISK VIFTNAMESE, THE DNES THAT WEIVE SAID THAT I
WE WERE GRING T EVACHATE? :

A LVLL CHECK INTN THAT, BUT T DONVT KNOW WHETHER Y ARPPLY -
THAT RULE TO SOMSERONY WH 1S ON A SMALL BNOAT UN THE HIGH SFAS v
AND ASKS FOR HFLP.

O CAN YDU TRLL US HOW THINGS ARE GNOTING AT THE THREE HASFS , -
HERE TR THIS COUINTRY WHFERE THFEY'RF TAKING In THFE REFUGEES AND D
ARE THEY GOTING TO SHIP THESE 25,460 T0 THESE SASES EVENTHALLY?

A SOMFE NF THE REFUGEFS HAVE ALREADY BEEN TAKEN TU CAMP "
DAGE 4 QUEKIGCS 5471 UNGLAS . : Y
PENDLETNMN RUT THESE ARF THE EVAGUEES, 1 SHIILD CALL THEM THAT,

HAVE COME HERE RBY FIXED WING AIRLIFT,. T+ HAVE REDJESTEN AND I1T1S o -
HEEN CARRBIED OUT THAT COMPETENT HIGH LFVEL MILITARY PERSONMEL %
BE ASSTGMED TO HANDLE THE PUBLIC AFFAIRS SITUATINN AT THESFE

CAMPS, TF YOU WANT THE MAMES OF THESE FFICFRS-IN-CHARGE, I .
HOULD SUGGEST YO CALL DDL, THEYTVE GUOT THE NAMES, THERE'S A D
LTEUTENANT COLONEL ART ARILL, A VE2Y COMPETESMT NFFICER AT '
CAMP PRMDLETONS COLDONEL FYOCK AT CAMP CHAFFRES AND MAGNOR SMITH
AT EGLTN. FGLIN WILL PROBARLY 8F THF LAST TO TAKE 1IN SO8MF OF
THESE DFEOELE: TT'S FORTUNATFLY "A PLACE WHERFE THFEY HOLLD HAVE TN
FRECT ®MUOSTLY TEMTS. THEY DOM'T HAVE THF SAMF RARRACKS CAPARILITY .
AS CHAEFEE AND PENDLETON, : -

O IS THE PLAN TO GO TN PENDLETON, FILL IT LP AND THEMN MOVE
TO CAHERE, FILL IT UR AND THEN MOVE T0O EGLIN? c .

Ar THATYS THE GENERAL THIMCING BUT YOU REALLY QUGHT TO 60 70 )
THE INTERAGENCY COMMITTEE HEADFD BY AMRASSANNR BROWN T GET
MORE PRECTSE INFORMATION OM THAT. FXCEPT FOR DAY=TN=DAY TNE(R- .
MATTIM AT THE CAMPS AMD THFEN WETYE GDT THESE PAO SETUPS THERE - ‘ o
ARG THEY'LL LATER BE ACCOBMPANIFED RYSTATE DFEPARTMENT PEOPLE T0O
HANDUE THE ASPECTS JF [T THAT ARF MON-MTLITARY ORTENTED.

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS, 5471 UNCLAS _ ‘

00 WHAT IS THE DREFENSE DEPARTMEMT REACTION TH THE MILITARY
DEFEAT T SOUTH VIETNAM AND THE SURRENDER (F THE SOUTH VIET-
NAMESE GOVERNMEMT . ’ :

A: FOR CTHE FIRST PART OF YOUR QUFSTION T WOULD ADDRESS YOI
TO OTHE.STATEMENT OF SECORETARY SCHLESINGER THAT HE TRANMSMITTED
T OTHE ARMED FORCES YESTFRDAY AND WHICH YOI CUONDENSED SO WELL
T YDUIR BROADCAST THIS MIRNTNG,

Wi OAS THE RECORD i STANDS, THFE HRLY TTrk THAT OUR FORCES
HSED ANY FIRF WAS THE Fe-& DROPPING #MBS. ITF THAT IS NMOT CORRECT,
I HOPE YOU WILL CORRECT TT FNR THE RECHRD AND LFT US KNOW.

L
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At L DONYT KNOW WHETHER THERE WAS ANY SMALL ARMS FIRFE
PETURNED, THAT MIGHT AF A LITTLE NIFFICULT TH E8TARLISH FNOR A
COHPLE OF DAYS. AUT FVENTHALLY YOUYLL GFT ALL NFE THAT ITRFNR-
MATION. THE MNLY TNCTOENT WAS THFE DNF YO REFERRED T0, (OFF-

HAMD OF A FIGHTER PLANT RETORNTING ANY FIQF. C

D THERF WAS AN F=4 THAT RETURNED FIRF AGATNST THE SA-7
SISSTLES THAT WERE FIRFEND AT THAT HALICOPTER YOU SAID. SO IT.

WAS THO F=4S THAT ACTUALLY o o'W . : '

Ar T DANYT BRELIEVE 1 Saln THAT.

DroYOU TOLD ME O YOURSFLE THAT THERE WFRF THREF MISSTLES FIRED
PAGE A RUEKICS 5471 UNCLAS
AT A RHELICNPTER, HE CALLFD LN AN Fe=b4 WHO WENT DOWN TO TRY AMD
SUPPRESS FIRE AGATNST WHOFVER WAS. . .

At T DOMYT KNOW WHETHER HE FIRED DR NOT.,

GV DON'T OKNOW wWHETHER HE ACTUALLY FIRFD 0OR NOT, BUT HE
WAS CALLED TN,

Wi WHAT SERVICF WaS THE F=4 THAT WAS FIRFD 08 AND FIRFD BACK,
WAS THAT NAVY (R ATR FIRCE? ' I :

At TYLL OHAVE TOOFIND THAT (JUT E0OR YU,

e TV APPRECIATE IT I8 YNOU WOULD BFCAUSE THERE SEEMS T #F
SulaE DOURT TN SOME OUARTFRS WHETHE  THIS AIRPULANE ACTUALLY DID,
AS THE SAYING GOES, EXPEND ORDMAMCE,

A WHERFE NORS THE DOURT COME FRUM?

G Tve NDT GOIMG TO TELL YO THAT 1T MAY BB THAT [YVE HEER
GIVEN THE WRONG SERVICE,

At T CAN TELL Y THAT WAS OFFICIALLY MOTIFIED THAT THEY
DROLDPED BAMBS, SO LET'S CLEAR UP THAT PART OF [T, MAYBE IT'S v
THE SERVICE THAT WASN'T asbE T0 TELL YN, ,
Wo HOW MANY OF THF SOUTH VIFTNAMESE PLANES LANDED TN THATLAND?
v T OHMANE A MOTE OF ONE OTHFER THING THAT T WANTED TO TELL YOU.
THERE WERE 72 PLANES, MUSTLY VIETNAMESE OPERATED —= ONE DE THEM
HT _ _ .
dhaf]
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RJCLYFEA T CNDROIST CAVALRY DIV FORT SN TX . =D

RUCLYBFEFA T CHR 2MD ArRNDLED DY FORT HOOD TX e
PUHOLARRFA T CDR OTTIT CORPS FORT HOMOD TX ==
B wlHnas7 MAY 75 7871 =
e e ‘ Bang
FMOSECDERE WASH DO - L5

TOALIG 2799 - ' i

ATG 8798
T
VML AS BUIT .
SECTYION & OF 6
WAS AR AMERTICA, T DOM'T KNOW WHO OPERATES THEM —— THAT FLEY
THATLAND WITH APPROUXIMATELY 2,Lun PEOPLE,

OOMOSTLY C-13187

At THERF WERE 13 C-47S3 27 F=55 AND SO FORTH. 1 DON'T HAVE
A COMPILETE RECORD S0 LET'S JUST STAND ON THAT,

Q1 HOW #ANY C-13U87 '

Ar T DON'T HAVE aNY RECORD UOF X C~134.

O VHATYS HAPPENING TO THE &JRCARLFT?

A 1T HAVEN'T ANY TDFA.

O: HAS AMY ATHER CONUNTRY FITHER VOLUNTEERED DR SHOWS A WILLING=-
FESS TO NLSCUSS SETTLING DN A PERNANENT BASIS, VIETNAMESE REFUGEESS

GTHER THAN THE UNITED STATES? :

At THAT WOULD BE MORE NF A #ATTER TD ADDRESS TO THIS INTER
AGENCY COMMITTEE AMD POSSTHLY TN THE STATE NEPARTMENT.
PAGE 7 RUEKJCS 5472 UNCLAS

0 1 WAS JUST WONDFRING WHETHER YNUTH HEARD ANYTHING?

At MO T OHAVEN'T HFARD ANYTHING AT ALL, IT!'S A LITTLE EARL
Fia THAT. v

91 DI YOU SAY THAT THERE WERE MORE VIETMAMESE AIRCRAFT TH
WENT TO NTHER COUMTRIES MESTNES THESE I[N THATLAND AND THE APP

TaTELY 18 HELTCOPTERS YOU DISCUSSED YESTERDAY GOING TO THE S

NFF SHORE,
A BId, T HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE NF ANY OTHEFR ATRCRAFT.
Qv STTLL ARDUT LR "_II(HP1i9§ THAT CAME TO THE SHIPS OFF
3
A

SHARE OR HAVE THERE mEEN SOME MORE?
Ar T CANIT FVEN VERIFY THE |
TERDAY, 1 PDONYT KNOW WHETHER THERE WERE ANY ADRDITTIONAL DONES.

S0 00D vl SAY THE F=14 DID NOT RETURN FIRE?

EFXCERPT T DI MENTION 18 YES—

TQ

Y

AT

A\U.\’K"
410 S

N1 HAVE NGO KNOWLFNGE THAT 7T DI, ST ASSUME IT DIHD MOT.

T SURE T WOULD HAVE HEARD THAT 1T Hah,
I MENTTONED A LTITTLE RAKLTER ABOUT THE REFUGERS THAT WERE

EVACUATED AND HAVE ARRTIVED AT VARTOUS HASES OME THE WEST COASY

DURZTNG THE PAST 24-36 HOURS "MW THNTALS 1.744 FROY INDOCHINA,
{1iy L/ MAC C=141S AxD Tud COMMER{] AL MAC CHARTER AIRCRAFT. F
: 437 ARE PRESENTLY aT CasP PEMDLFTON AND THE REMAINDER
3 RUEKJCS 9472 unCias

AR FETTHER FENROUITE T PENDLFTON OROIM THE CASE R DERSONS W7

PR EDTATE SPONSORS HaVie KEEN RELTHCATED,

pI0035 Y,
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Q0 IS THE UNITED STATES STILL FLYING RECONNATISSANCE FLIGHTS
OVER SOITH VIETNAM?

A T ODONYT KNDW,

N CANM YO CONFIRM NR DENY THAT KY TS 0Ol S0ARD THE MIDWAY?

A HETS (W THE RBLUF KINGE ~— HE AND AMRASSADUOR MARTIM, I
GRDERSTAMD THAT AMRASSAODDOR MARTIN WAS 10 HOLD A PRESS COMFER-
ENCE ARDARD THE BLUE RIGGE THIYS MORMING, .

N: HID KY FLY DOT WITH MARTIN AT THE VERY FND? :

A T DONTT THINK HE DID. 1 HAVE ND £NOWLEDGE THAT HE DID.

O WOULD YOU ESTABLISH WHETHER WE ARE STILL FLYING RECON
FLIGHTS FOR US PLEASE? )

Ar T DONMYT KNDW wWHrTHER WE DISCUSS OPERATIONAL QUESTIONS
LIKE THAT BUT IF WE DO (YL GET IT FOR YO,

Dz In THE PAST, MR, SCHLESTNGER HAS OPENLY ACKNMOWLEDGED WE
WERE FLYTMG UNARMED RFCON FILLIGHTS. .

AT THERE ARE TIMES WHEM ONME ABANDONS RULES AsD HE'S In A
POSTTIOAN TO Ou IT.

Q: AENFRAL SIDLE ®ENTTIANFND 1T HERF ARDUT o WEEK AG{,
PAGE 4 RUFKICS 5472 UNCLAS .

At T wiLL CHECK TT, '™ NOT DEMYIMG YO THE INFORMATION
AN T UM NDOT O ASSH@ING THATT KNG WHAT THE PROPER UIJLFES ARE RUT
U PLL FIND OUT ARODT TT ANMD THELL IT Tooyouw 18 T CAn,

O THAT HOWR AN 56 MINMUTE DFELAY YOI QFFERRED T REFORE,

A THERE WASNYT AN HOUR AND S» MINUTE DELAY, IT TOOK AN
HOOR O AND 56 MINUTES BEFORE THEY TOOK OFF FROM TiE CARRIER,

(3 YU SEPAKE F TANKERS (INMAUDIBLEY, DO YOlU-FEAN POSTTIONS

[a0 THE ATR OR JUST GETTING READY T TAKE NFE?
AT BITH,
D WHID GAVE THE DRDOFR DF THAT AND wHY?

A THE DRERATTON WAS UNDER CINCPAC,

O T LOVE TO KN WHY 1T WOULD HAVE BEEN NECESSARY FO
SUA-MTLE AMD HOUR TANKER TO TAKFE NFF FROM UTAPAD HOURS BEF
AnMY EVACUATION HAD BEREN ORDERED,

A L DIDNTYT SAY THAT THEY TO0OK OFF HOURS BEFORE THE EVACL-
UATION ORDER., -

Do, YO TMPLTED THAT, ,

fA; TSATH REFORE THE EVACHATTOK STARTFN, THAT'S WHAT [ ™MEAMT
Ti SAY.

O THE ORDER FOR RYLCUATION WAS AT 1Msbhl P,mM, LOCAL TIMFE, IF
PAGE L RUEKICS 5472 UMCILAS
THEY WERE SFVFRAL HUOURS FAQLIFR ~— LFET'S SAY 7:5%, WHICH WOULD
HAVE BFEN SOMETIME BFFORF THE ORDER, ,

A TF ITYS OF IMPORTANCE FOR YOS TO KNOW FXACTLY WHEM THEY
TOUS OFF, TTLL BE GLAD TO FIND TT 00T, CONCEIVABLY OME OF THEHM
COULD HAVE REEN ORDERFD T0 TAKE EFEF THE @ISUTE IT LOOKED AS
TN E THERE WAS THiEE POSSIRTLITY 0OF HAYVING A LARGE SCALE CHUPRPPER
FVACHAT i,

o vol Tael1en BerialE THAT THE ARLTOORPTERS WERE DELAYFD FOR
TWll HOURS W DRDERTTO H1IVE THE TANKERS AN AIR COVER TIME THO GET
MVER THE SCENE, ' :

R A
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At 1 SALN THAT WAS PART OF THE REASDN wWHY, [ DONTT KNOY
ENOUGH Anul CARRIFER HFLTCOPTER DPERATIONS T KNOW PRECISFELY
WHY o THAT TNFORMATIO Ts PROBABLY VERY EASTLY AVALLABLE AND ['LL
BE GLAG TO GET 11T FOR YD) TF YU WANT IT. THEY ALSH HAD TH DkE-
PLOY SEARCH AND RESCUE CHNPPERS  THAT PROBASLY WAS A FACTOR,

B CANYT Wi STHMPLY FInD OUT WHESTHE TANMKERS TOOK OFF,

Av THEY WERE ON STATION THROUGHDUT THE OPFRATION and) TF ITT'S
ALL THAT IMPORTAMT TO FIND OUT EXACTLY WHaT HUOUR THEY WERE UON
STATION T'M SURE THAT | CAN GET THAT INFORMATINON FOR YU,

BT ‘
#5472
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FROM QASD/PA

@  :0R INFORMATION AND PURLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS :
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING

‘ PART I: DGND MORNING WEWS BRIEFING BY COL BURKE, TUESDAY,

@ APRIL 8, 1675,0 11315 A.M. ?

1. ON THE HILL: STATEMENT FROM LGEN FISH, DIRECTOR OF DSAA,

AT CLOSED SESSION BEFORE SENATE APPROPRIATINNS DEFENSE SUB-

@  COMMITTEE. THAT'S AVAILABLE NOW. THIS AFTERNONN WE'LL HAVE
STATEMENTS FROM DOD WITNESSES APPEARING ‘BEFORE AN NPEN SESSION

.-, 0OF THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES MILITARY CONSTRUCTION SUBCOMMITTEE,

S WITNESSES INCLUDE PERRY FLTAKAS, DASN/INSTALLATINNS AND HOUSING,
OASD/16Ls AND OTHERS. WE'LL RELEASE THOSE WHEN THE COMMITTEE DOES.

0: IS THERE ANY PREPARED STATEMENT (N THE VIETNAM HEARINGS?

Q. A: GENERAL WEYAND?
= . PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 318#W UNCLAS
) 0: YES.
‘,

A: NO, THERE IS NOT. HE OF COURSE, AS YOU KNOW FROM THE WIRES,
1S ON THE HILL THIS MORNING.

2. RELEASE ON THE ANNOUNCEMENT THAT THE PRESIDENT HAS NOMINATED
CHAPLAIN ORRIS F. KELLEY FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE OF MGENERAL
AND ASSIGNMENT AS CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS OF THE ARMY. HF SUCCEEDS CHAP-
LAIN HYATT WHO RETIRES AUGUST 1. CHAPLAIN KELLEY IS PRESENTLY
SERVING IN THE OFFICE CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS OF THE ARNY,s ALSO, THE
PRESIDENT HAS ‘NAMEND BRIGANIFER GENERAL HENRY MODHR FNR ASSIGNMENT
AS CHIEF OF THE ARMY RESERVE. HE'S PRESENTLY SERVING AS COMGENERAL
OF THE 1W2ND U.S. ARMY RESERVF COMMAND IN ST. LOUIS.

. 3. ND SPEECH TEXTS TODAY.

4, SOMEONE ASKEND YESTERDAY ABOUT THE STATUS OF THE FUNDING
FOR VIETNAM FOR THE FOURTH QUARTER AND WE'RE TOLD THAT AS OF
3 APRIL ALL OF THE $175 MILLION FOURTH QUARTER FUNDS, HAVE BEEN
OBLIGATED. BECAUSE OF.THF FLUID SITUATION OUT THERF, THERE WILL
UNDOUBTEDLY BE SOME REPROGRAMMING WITHIN THIS AMOQUNT, BUT THE
EXACT BREAKOUT OF THE FUNDS IS A DECISON THAT'S BASICALLY MADE
BY PEOQPLE OUT THERE IN VIETNAM,

Q: H0w DO THEY DO THAT? IF THEY OBLIGATED 1T, THEY MUST HAVE
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 32189 UNCLAS _

GONE INTD CERTAIN PDCKETS. HOW DO THEY GET IT BACK?
A: I DON'T KNOW THE MECHANICS OF IT, LLOYD NDRHAN. NEWSWEEK) ,
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BUT THERE IS A WAY UP TD A CERTAIN PDINT THAT THEY CAN ADJUST lf;

N: IN VIEW OF THE SEVERAL PLAWNE LOADS OF HNWITZERS AND NTHER:
THINGS THAT HAVE GONE QUT THERE [N THE LAST WEFK, 1S THERE ANY
WAY TO TELL HOW MUCH OF THIS $175 ACTUALLY HAS BEEN DELIVERED?

A: THE BEST WE CAN GET-RIGHT NOW, FRED (HOFFMAN, AP), IS
THAT ONLY A SMALL PORTION DF THE $175 MILLION FOURTH OUARTER
MONEY HAS REEN EXPENDEN AND DELIVERED. OF THE TOTAL $7#@ MIL-
LION FDR '785 AS OF YESTERDAY, ABOUT $468 MILLIDN HAD HBEEN EX- -
PENDED AND DELIVERED, OF THAT $468 MILLION, THE LARGEST CATE-~
GORY OF COURSE IS AMMUNITION AND ABOUT $199W MILLION REPRESENTS
GROUND AMMUNITION.,

Q: HOW MUCH OF IT WAS AIR AMMUNTTION?

A: AIR AMHMUNITION -- 518 MILLION, AND $55 MILLION FOR POL.
THESFE FIGURES ALL ARFE PART OF THE $468 MILLION, THE REST REPRE-~
SENTS MATERIALS, SPARE PARTS AND A PRETTY GOOD CHUNK OF IT -

FOR SERVICES.
Q: CAN YU BREAK THIS ALL OQUT?
A: FURTHER THAN THIS?

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 318#% UNCLAS

0: YES. CAN YOU GO DOWN THAT LIST?

A: 1 DON'T HAVE A BREAKDOWN FOR THAT LAST CATEGORY, B8UT WE
CaAN PROBABLY GET A BREAKDOWN ON THAT.

D: IS THERE ANY EQUIPMENT, IN DTHER WORDS, THF HOWITZERS
THAT WERE SENT OUT THERE, ARE THEY THE FIRST ONE~-FOR-ONE
REPLACEMENT? _

A: THAT WOULD STILL BE PART 0OF THE $7v¥® MILLINN IN ANY FVENT,

Q: I JUST WONDERED BECAUSE THEY WERE SAYING THAT THERE WERE
PRACTICALLY NO ONE-FOR~ONE REPLACEMENTS IN THE LAST YEAR,

A THAT wWOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE PART OF THIS PORTION THAT 1

HAVEN'T BORKEN DOWN. WF!'LL SEE.

Q: MATERIALS, IN OTHER WORDS, EQUIPMENT, SPARES, ETC.?

A: YES, THAT WOULD Bt PART OF THE ‘REMAINDER.,

Q: IT*'S STILL 232 MILLION THEN THAT CAN BE REPROGRAMMED?

"A: HOW DO YOU GET THAT?

Q: 5468 FROM $THr. THAT DOESN'T INCLUDE WHAT WAS IN THE
PIPELINE. AS LONG AS IT HASN'T BEEN DELIVERED, YOU CAN CHANGE
WHAT?IS 1IN THE PIPELINE,

A: T'M NOT SURE EXACTLY AT WHAT POINT, AND I ASSUME IT
VARTIES WITH DIFFERENT KINDS OF SHIPSMENTSI I'M NOT SURE AT WHAT
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3184 UNCLAS
POINT YOU CANNDT REPORGRAM IT. WE CAN SEE WHAT WE CAN FIND 0QUT,

Q: IN OTHER WORDS, IF THEY DORDER ONE HUNDRED 1p5S AND THEY
DECIDE INSTEAD TO SEND THEM SOMETHING LIKE RADIOS, THE ARMY
KEEPS THE 1#55S AND SENDS THEM RADIOS IN THE SAME AMOUNT OF MONEY.
IS THAT WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL REPROGRAMMING’

A: 1 THINK THAT'S RIGHT. . . :

O: SO IT REALLY DOESN'T INVOLVE CHANGING ANY CONTRACT?

A: THERE WOULD BE A CONTRACT INVOLVED WITH A SUPPLIER IF
1T WERE COMING FROM DTHER THAN ARMY STOCKS AND SOME OF THIS
DOES,.  INCLUDING SERVICES, SO IT NEPENDS ON WHAT KIND OF ITEM

R Ve
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WEtRE TALKING ABOUT AND WHERE [T'S CONING FROM, :
" 5. ON THE ORPHAN EVACUATION, OUR INMFORMATION IS THAT THE
_TOTAL "NUMBER THAT HAVE ARRIVED AT TRAVIS AFB, CALIFORNIA, IS
. 193  DRPHANS; THEY ARRIVED ON THRZE C-141 FLIGHTS. THERF ARE
'ANOTHER 3#2 ORPHANS ENRQUTE TO TRAVIS ON A MAC CHARTER DC-1¢
(DVERSEAS NATIONAL ATRLINE) AND ARE EXPECTEN TO ARRIVE THIS
AFTERNOON OUR TIME, THERE ARE AN ADDITIONAL 23 0ORPHANS STILL
AT CLARK AR, THE TOTAL IS 518. IN ADDITION TO THOSE AND THAT'S
THE (1.S. GOVERNMENT AIRLIFT, DUR FIGURFS SHOW THAT ON OTHER
CAIRLIFTS, TWO PANAM FLIGHTS AND ONE DC-8 WORLD AIRWAYS --
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 3189 UNCLAS o :
THERE WERE 78T7. SO IF OUR FIGURES ARE CORRECT, THE TOTAL MOVED
TO DATE IS 1,345 ORPHANS. ~

Q: WHERE OID THE CIVILIAN AIRLIFT GO INTOD?

A: 1'LL HAVE TQ CHECK. ,

6., THE PHNOM PENH STATISTICS: THE ATTACKS 8Y FIRE ON POCHENTON
AIJRPORT ON APRIL 6 WAS ONE 1#45MM ROUND AND TWENTY-FOUR 107MM
ROUNDS; APRIL 7 THERF WERE ELVEN 1455 AND TWNETY-SEVEN 147
ROCKETS. -NO REPORT ON APRIL 8. THE FLIGHTS INTO POCHENTONG ON
APRIL 8 WERE 41. WE WILL GIVE YOU A BREAKQUT LATER.

7. WE HAVE A FACT SHEET THAT IS A PARTIAL REPORT ON THE FIRST
PORTION OF THE REFUGEE EVACUATION AS IT RELATES TO THE MILITARY
SEALIFT COMMAND ACTIVITIES. WE WILL TRY AND KEEP YOU UPDATED ON
THIS. AS YOU KNOW, WHEN THE DECISION WAS MADE 7O IMMEDIATELY PRO-
VIDE AMERICAN NAVAL TRANSPDRTS AND CONTRACT VESSELS TO ASSIST IN

-1, THE EVACUATION OF REFUGFES, THERE WERE SOME SHIPS UNDER THE CON-

TROL OF THE NAVY'S MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND IN AND NEAR VIETNAMESE

WATERS AND THEY WERE ENGAGED AT THAT TIME IN THE MOVEMENT OF
CARGD. SO THEY IMMEDIATELY DIVERTED T0O THE EVACUATION OF REFUGEES
AND BEGAN WHAT TURNED QUT TO BFE AN AROQUND=THE-CLNCK OPERATION
WHICH ACCORDING TO THE REPORTS THAT ARE COMING IN, WERE, AS YOU
BT ' - :

" #3189 .
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SECTION 2 OF 4 :
CAN IMAGINE, SNMEWHAT DIFFICULT AND UNNDER HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS.
WE HAVE A BRIEF FACT SHEET WHICH YOU MIGHT BFE INTERESTED IN.

Q: WHAT ABOUT THE MARINES AT SUBIC? ARE THEY GOING ABOARD
THE DIIRHAM AND THE FRENDFRICK AND WHAT ARE THEY GOING T0O DO
AND WHERE ARE THEY GOING TO GO? : :

A: THE MARINES ARE AT SUBIC BUT I'M NOT GOING TO.DISCUSS WHERE
THEY'RE GOING DR WHAT THEY'RE GOING TO DO.

-Q:"HOW LARGE A FORCE DID YD SAY IT wAS?

A: IT'S A BATTALION, AROUT 1,564 MARINES.

Q3 FROM WHICH DIVISION, 1S THAT THE THIRD?

,~A:z THEY'RE FROM THE 9TH REGINENT ON OKINAWA,

0: ARE YNU RULING DUT THE MARINES WILL BE PUT ON BOARD
THE CONTRACT SHIPS? . : :

A: NO, I'M NDT RULING THAT 0OUT, THAT IS A POSSIBILITY. WE
PAGE 2 -RUEKJCS 3181 UNCLAS
HAVE MARINES ON THE FOLLOWING MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND SHIPS
WHICH ARE CONTRACT SHIPS, THE PLONEER CONTENDER, THE TRANS-
COLORADO: THE AMERICAN CHALLENGER, AND THE GREEN PORT,

O: AREN'T THOSE MARINES SUPPOSED TO GO ON THE NAVY SHIPS?

A: WHICH MARINES?

Q: THE MARINES NOW THAT ARE AT SUBIC.

A: IVVE ALREADY SAID 1'M NOT GOING TO DISCUSS WHERE THEY'RE
GOING, BUT I'M NOT RULING OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THEY NAY PRO-
VIDE SHIPBOARD SECURITY ON OTHER CIVILIAN CONTRACT VESSELS AS
NEEDED.

QO: DIDN'T THEY TAKE MARINES OFF DF SOME OF THE NAVY SHIPS --
LIKE THE DURHAM AND THE FREDERICK AND SO ON LIKE. THAT AND TRANS-—
FER THEM TO THE PIONFER CONTENDER, THE TRANSCOLORADO; THE CHAL-

LENGER AND S0? ARE THESE MARINES AT SUBIC REPLACEMENTS FOR

THESE GUYS WHO WERE ON THE CONTRACT SHIPS?

A: THERE ARE 7@8% MARINES FROMTHE 1ST BATTALION OF THE 4TH
MARINES AND THEY'RE DEPLOYED LIKE THIS: 54¥ AROARD THE USS
BLUERIDGE AND THE USS NDUBUQUE. THE BLUERINDGE IS AT SEA IN THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA3; THE DUBUQUE IS INTHE VICINITY OF PHU QUOC
ISLAND. OF THE REMAINING 2ua OF THAT 7#Q, THERE IS A SECURITY
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3181 UNCLAS
DETACHMENT OF ABOUT S# MARINES' ABOARD THESF FOUR MSC SHIPS.
THE AMERICAN. CHALLENGERS PIONEER CDNTENDFR‘ GREEN PORT AND

Q817527
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TRANSCNLORADD., _
Q: I'S THAT 54 EACH? o
A: 54 EACH ==~ THAT GIVES YOU THE 2u¥ AND ADD THAT TO THE S¥é

AND YOU GET THE 7¢4. THOSF FOUR SHIPS ARE LOCATED IN THE FOLLOW-
- ING PLACES: THE AMERICAN CHALLENGERS IS AT PHU QUWOC, AS IS THE '

PINNEER CONTENDER AND GREEN PORT; THF TRANSCOLNRANDO IS AT OR
NEAR VUNG TAU. -

Q: THIS FIGURE OF Sk YOU USED,POINTS UP AN ANNOYING HABIT
YDU HAVE AROUND THIS PLACE, ] ASKED ABNUT THIS YESTERNDAY, THE
SIZE OF DETACHMENTS. I WAS GIVEN A FIGURFE HETWEEN 4 AND 60.
WHY SOMERODY COULDN'T HAVE SAIND AT THAT TIME IT WAS ABNUT 54,
IT'S KIND OF NFENLESS WAFFLING THAT'S DONE,

A: WE PROBARLY SHOULD DO THAT, FRED (HOFFMAN, AP).

Q: SO TODAY YQU SAY S¢?

A: 1 IMAGINF THAT ONE DOF THF TINGS THAT CAUSES US TD DD THINGS
LIKE THAT 1S BECAUSE THOSE OF 1S wHO HAVE BEEN OM THE OTHER SIDE
DF THE WORLD AND HAVE READ SPECIFIC NUMBERS CDOMING DUT OF THE
PENTAGON ABDUT OUR UNITS AND THEN FINDING THAT ACTUALLY WE HAD
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 31R1 UNCLAS ,

A LITTLE MDRE OR LITTLE LFESS. THAT MAY CONNITINN SOME OF THDSE
THINGS. WE REALLY OUGHT TN FOR OIIR PURPASFS HFRE COME tHP WITH
ONE FIGURE IF WE KNOW THAT ITS ABQUT A BALLPARK FIGURE,

Q: ARE THERE REPLACEMFNTS? WILL THERE BE REPLACEMENTS FOR THE
GUYS WHD HAVE GONE ONTO THESE SHIPS? x :

A: THE DISPERSAL NF THE PEOPLE, THE MARINES 0OiN THESE VARIOUS
SHIPS AND "AMONG THE AMPHIRIOUS SHIPS, OCCURRED LAST WEEK AND
OVER THE WEEKEND, AND THIS LATEST BATTALION CONSTITUTES A BACK-
UP FDORCE WHICH REPLACES, IN PART, SOME OF THEM,

Q: I JUST WANT TO RAISE THE DUESTION: YOU KNDOW WE ASKED YES-
TERDAY AND WE WERE TOLD THAT YOU WOULD CHECK ON IT AND I THINK
ABOUT HALF OF THE PEQPLE SITTING [DUT HERE KNEW THAT THE MARINES
WERE ALREADY IN SURBIC AND WERE REPORTING IT AND YOU KNOW WE DID=-
NIT FIND QUT UNTIL 6:33 OR T7:¢v¥ O'CLOCK LAST NIGHT THAT THEY
WERE THERE. IF THEY'RE ONLY ON A HUMANITARIAN MISSION, WHY ALL
THE SECRECY?

At WELL, IT WASN'T QR INTENT TO BF SECRETIVF ABOUT 1T PAR-
TICULARLY SINCE THE MOVE FROM OKINAWA TO SHBIC HAD BEEN COM=~
PLETED AND SO WE'LL JUST HAVE TO TAKE A LUMP ON THAT.

Q: WHEN DID IT HAPPEN, SUNDAY, SATURDAY?

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3181 UNCLAS . =

A: IT WAS OVER THE WEEKEND, WE CAN FIND 0QUT EXACTLY WHEN,

Q: WHAT®*S THE DELAY IN DISPERSING THE ORIGINAL 74¥ MARINES
THAT -WENT THERE. LAST WEEK ABNARD THE SHIPS? THAT'S THE PURPOSE
TO PROVIDE SHIP SECURITY., WHY HAVE THEY ONLY BEEN PUT ON FOUR
SHIPS? IS IT THAT DIFFICYLT? ‘

At NO, THEY'RE PUT ON THE SHIPS WHERE THERF IS A NEED FOR
THEM, THERE MAY BE SOME ADDITIONAL DEPLOYMENT ON DTHER SHIPS
LATER, . :

Q: THERE WAS CERTAINLY A NEED FOR T4EM ON THE GREENVILLE
VICTORY. .-~ . . _ .

-
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A: THAT WAS WHAT CONVINCED US THAT THERE WAS A NEED.
Q: ARE THEY ARMED BY THFE WAY OR ARE THEY JUST MERELY ON
ITH RIFLES?

A: THE MARINES THAT ARE ABOARND THOSE SHIPS? _

D: YES, BECAUSE I'M GOING TO ASK A NASTY QUESTION RIGHT
AFTERWARDS. ,

A: AS FAR AS I KNOW, THEY HAVE INDIVINDUAL WEAPONS BUT WE
CAN CHECK AND SEE.

D: ARE THEY CARRYING ANTI-RIOT WEAPONS, TEARGAS?

A: 1 DON'T KNOW. WE'LL CHECK AND SEE.

PAGE & RUEKJCS 3181 UNCLAS

D3 MY QUESTION IS: IS IT THAT DIFFICULT TN TRANSFER THEM TO
THE SHIPS? WEREN'T THEY WITH THE FLEET BEFORE THIS INCIDENT
ON THE GREENVILLE VICTORY? WEREN'T THEY ON THE BLUE RIDGE AND
DUBUOUE?

A: YES, 1 RELIEVE THEY WERE.

Q: I AM CURIOUS AS TO WHY THEY HANN'T BEEN PUT ON THE SHIPS.

A: WHY THEY HADN'T BEEN PUT ON ALL OF THE SHIPS.

Q: YES.

A: MY UNDERSTANDING 1S THAT THEY'RE ALREADY ON THE SHIPS
WHERFE IT APPEARS THEY'RE NEEDED.

Q: THEY WERE ORIGINALLY BROUGHT DOWN ONLY ONTHE NAVY SHIPS.
THEY WERE BROUGHT NOWN- BECAUSE THEY WERE NEEDED BECAUSE OF THE
INCIDENT OFF DANANG. YOU BROUGHT THEM NOWN AND YOU -SEEMED TO
HAVE KEPT THEM ON TWO SHIPS -~ THE BLUERIDNGE AND THE DUBUOUE
AND THEN YOU HAD ANDTHER INCIPENT. IT'S NOT A BIG THING, BUT
I'v JUST CURIBUS AS TO WHY THE DFELAY IN THFIR NDISPERSAL.

A: 1°'M NOT SURE EXACTLY WHEN THEY WERE PUT ABNARD THNSE
FOUR CIVILIAN SHIPS, BUT WE CAN CHFCK.

O: YOU DIDN'T PLAN TO PUT THEM|ON BUARD THE CDNTRACT SHIPS

UNTIL AFTER THE INCIDENT?

BT

#3181
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SECTION 3 OF &

A: AS 1 SAY TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE THE INITIAL THOUGHT
WLS THAT THEY WERE ONLY NEEDED ON THOE FOUR SHIPS. AND WHETHER
THERE IS A DIFFERENT JUDNGMENT RIGHT NOW I JuUST DON'T KNOW,

Q: YOU DIDN'T PUT THEM ON THE CONTRACT SHIPS UNTIL AFTER
THERE WAS DISORDER ONTHE GREENVILLE VICTORY, THE ORIGIWNAL AN-
NOUNCEMENT SAID THE 7w MARINES NERE TO BE DISBURSED AMNNG THE
FOUR NAVY VESSELS, :

A: AMPHIBIOUS VESSELS., RIGHT.

Q: THERE WAS NO INTENTION OF PUTTING THEM ON THE CONTRACT
SHIPS?

"A: 1 DON'T THINK IT WAS THOUGHT NECESSARY AT THAT TIME. OF
COURSE, EVENTS INDICATEN THAT IT WAS, 1 DON'T THINK THE INTEN-

TIAN EVER WAS TN PUT THEM OGN ALL OF THOSE SHIPS. THEY'RE ASSESS-

ING THE SITUATION TO DETERMINE WHERHER THEY THINK IT*S NECESSARY
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3182 UNCLAS

AND THEN PUTTING THEM ON THOSE SHIPS WHERE THFY'RE NEEDED, BUT NOT

NECESSARILY ALL SHIPS. , _

Q: ARE WE GOING TO MAINTAI A FORCE OF MARINES ON ONE OR TwO
SHIPS THAT ARE ABOUT 5@ == 19p® IN CASE HELP IS NEEDED IN THE
EVACUATION OF AMERICANS?

At ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT THE AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS?

0: ANY SHIPS.

A:-<WE'LL JUST HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE.

‘0t ARE THE FREDERICK AND DURHAM IN SUBIC NOW?

A: YES, THEYARE AND SO IS THE CARRIFR HANCOCK AND THE CNRAL
SEA IS  ALSO IN .SUBIC.

0t WHERE ARE THOSE FOUR DESTROYERS YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT
YESTERDAY?

At I DON'T KNOW BECAUSE I DON'T ‘KNOW WHICH FOUR DESTROYERS
I WAS TALKING ABOUT YESTERDAY. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN WHICH
SHIPS ARE AT PHU QUOC AND VUNG TAU AND PLACES LIKE THAT, WE

AN PROBABLY GIVE YOU THAT.
Q: ARE THEY CHANGED FROM. YESTERDAY? YOU RAN DNWN THOSE.
A: THERE IS PRDOBABLY SOME MINDR CHANGE, BUT WE CAN GIVE
OU THAT AFTER THE BRIEFING.
PAGE 3 RUEKJICS 3182 UNCLAS
Q: CAN'T YODU JUST POST IT ON THE BOARD?
A: WHY DON'T WE DD THAT. THAT'S THE SHIPS AT PHU QUOC, VUNG
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TAU AND WE CAN ADD SUBIC TO IT.

: WHAT ARDUT THE ENTERPRISE AND THE MINDWAY?

A: THE ENTERPRISE AMD THE MIDWAY ARE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA.

Q: THE MIDWAY WAS IN THE VICINITY OF THE PHILIPPINES YESTER-
DAY: IS THAT STILL WHERE IT 1S7? .

A: T1'.L HAVE TO CHECK AND SEE WHETHER SHE'S STILL IN THAT
SUBIC DPERATING AREA,

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON WHAT CAUSED THE
C-5 CRASH IN SAIGON?

A: NO, WE DON'T,

Q: IS THERE ANY SIGN OF MOVEMENT OF EITHER SOVIET OR CHINESE

SHIPS TOWARD THIS ARFA OFF VIETNAM IN RECENT DAYS?

Az TOWARD WHAT AREA, DO YDU MEAN OFF THE COAST OF SOUTH
VIETNAM? -

0: DFF THE COAST OF NDORTH VIETNAM?

A: WEWL L ASK,

Q: ALSO IS THERE ANY SIGN OF REPLENISHMENT SHIPS FROM EITHER
THE CHINESE DR THE SOVIET BLOCK MOVING TOWARD THE NORTHERN PART
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3182 UNCLAS
OF SOUTH VIETNAM WHERE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE TAKEN OVER
SOME OF THE PORT AREAS SUCH AS DANANG?

A: WE'LL ASK.

Q: YOU'VE HAD NOD WORD OF THEIR UNLOADING EQUIPMENT OR ANYTHING
LIKE THAT?

A: 1 HAVEN'T PERSONALLY, NO., WE'LL ASK.

Q: MIGHT SOME OF THE MARINES IN SUBIC 8BE LOADED ON THE HAN~

COCK "AND THE CORAL SEA?

A: 1'D RATHER NOT DISCUSS THE FUTURE MOVEMENT OF THE MARINES
AT SuBIC.

0: SINCE THE HANCODCK IS LOADED WITH THE BIG HELICOPTERS, IS
ITS PRIMARY MISSION THE EVACUATION?

A: OF COURSE, HAVING HELICOPTERS ABNARD ANY SHIPSq A CARRIER
OR ANY OTHER SHIP, GIVES YOU AN EVACUATION CAPABILITY. :

Q: ARE "ANY CARRIERS RBFING ANDED T0O. THE CORAL SEA OR HAVE
THEY BEEN ADDEND 7O THE CORAL SEA OR WILL THEY BE ADDED TO THE
CORAL SEA OR WILL THFY BE ADDED TO. THE CORAL SEA?

A: WE'LL ASK WHETHER THEY HAVE BEEN,

Q: THERE -WERE ABOUT 3#® MARINES ON THE HANCOCK WHEN WE WERE

LAST TOLDs IS THAT STILL TRUE?

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3182 UNCLAS

A: THOSE WERE THE PFOPLE FROM THE HELICOPTER SOUADRON.

Q: THERE'S NO CHANGE THEN?

A: WE CAN CHECK. . )

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY WORD AS TO WHETHER ANY OF THOSE SOVIET
SHIPS ARE STILL 644 OR 7v#¥ MILES AWAY FROM HAWAII ON THAT
OCEANOGRAPHIC STUNDY? -

A: T'™™ JUST NOT BRIEFED ON IT; WE CAN CHECK.

Q: WHAT SOVIET SHIPS ARE IN THE VICINITY 0OF THE HAWAITAN
ISLANDS ==~ NORTHWEST?

A: WE'LL CHECK.
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“Q: COuLD YOU GIVE US SOME KIND OF RUNDOWN ON THE KIND OF
NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES THEY ARE BRINGING INTD POSTTON AROUND
SAIGON, INCLUDING AIRCRAFT?

A: LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTIDN., WFE DO KNOW THAT ONE 0OF THEIR
OIVISIONS, THE 341ST NDIVISION, DID MOVE INTO MR III NORTH OF
SAIGON ABDUT A WEEK 0OR SO AGO.

Q: HAVE THEY USED ANY (OF THODSE AIRFIELNS THAT THEY WERE
DEVELOPING IN SOQUTH VIETNAM? DID THEY MOVE ANYTHING INTO THEM?
IS THERE ANY [INDICATIOM QF THEM MOVING AIRCRAFT ACR(OSS THE DMZ?

A: WEYLL CHECK AND SFF,

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 3182 UNCLAS

Q: COULD YOU EXPAND. THAT TO INCLUDE MOBILE RADAR BEING
MOVED SOUTH, PLUS AIRCRAFT?

A: OK.

Q: IF YOU PROVIDE AIRCRAFT FIGURES, MAKE A DISTINCTION
BETWEEN AIRPLANES AND HELICOPTERS

A: OK,

Q: THAT BACKUP MARINE BATTALION, DID YOU SAY COULD OR WILL
REPLACE SOME OF THQOSE 7nv MARINES OM THE SHIPS?

A: T WAS ASKED IF THAT wWAS A POSSIBILITY, AND 1 SAID YES.

Q: THEY COULD?

A: T DON'T WANT TO RILE THAT 0OUT.

Q: HOW MANY TROOPS HAVE THE NORTH VIETMAMESE MOVED INTO
THE DELTA? ANY NEW DIVISIONS? ' s
- . A: TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, THEY STILL HAVE THREE
DIVISIONS IN MR IV AREA.

Q: THAT'S NORTH VIETNAMESE?

A: NORTH VIETNAMESE NDIVISIONS,

Q: HOW MANY DOES THE SOUTH HAVE THERE?

A: THAT'S ALSO THREE.

Q: WHEN DID THE THIRD DIVISION] COME INTO MR 1V?

BT - ' . ' : "
#3182

NNNN -

IN ©5714/098/75 /ACK

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

g

® @ 6 o & © ® o

D

~—r

i

i

P 06 © o © 0 0@ 9 @ o

-

‘}

Cd

PATUZY
INR UV
RUCLRBF
RUCLHF
RUCLBF
P “819
FM SEC
TO AIG
AIG 87
BT
UNCLAS
SECTIQ
Ll
(AT
A
Q:
A
Yoy AF
Q:
SHEIP S
Az
BT
#3183
NNNN
IN #45

UW RUEKJCS3183 6#981959-UUUU--RUEDFIA.
oy :

& T CDR 1ST CAVALRY NIV FORT HOOD TX .
A T COR 2ND ARMORED DIV FNRT HOOD TX
A T COR IIl CORPS FORT HOOD TX

522 APR 75 INZ1

DEF WASH DC ]
8799
98
4964
N 4 OF &

IT'S BEEN THERE,

THE NORTH VIETNAMESE?

IT HAS BEEN THERE.

AROUND SALIGON, HOW MUCH OF EACH?

I DON'T HAVE MY FIGURES WITH ME BUT WE CAN GET THAT FOR
TER THE BRIEFING.

WHAT ELSE COULD THE MARINES AT SUBIC DO EXCEPT PROVIDE
ECURITY?

I*M JUST NOT GOING TO DISCUSS IT.
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" ENGINEERS, ETC.

WHO WILL TAKE HIS PLACE.
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SECTION 1 OF 4
FROM DASD/PA

FOR INFORMATINN AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS : s

SURJECT: DEPARTMENT OF NEFENSE MIORNING NEWS WURIEFLING

PARY 1. DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING BY DASU/PA MGEN SIDLE,
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 9, 1975, 1l1:15 A.M.

1. ON THE HILL: GENERAL WEYAND AT 11:044 D=CLOCK THIS MORN-
ING WILL BE AT THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. AT 2:40 0O*CLOCK
HE GOES BEFORE THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE
AND AT 6:99 O'CLOCK GDES BEFORE THE HOUSE APFROPRIATIUNS COM- -
MITTEE,

THIS MORNING, MR, AHEARNE, PRINCIPAL DEPUTY (MERA) APPEARED
BEFORE THE HOUSE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS SUBCOMITTEE ON _POLICIES
FOR PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS AND CONTRACT PERSOMMEL NDVERSEAS,
ADMIRAL TRAIN [S REFORE THE HOUSE ARMED SERV?E mES SUBCOMMITTEE
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3374 UNCLAS L5
ON THE ENERGY INDEPENDENCE ACT OF 1975, FRA:( ZARB OF THE FEOD
AND NAVY WITMESSES WILL ALSO BE THERE, B

WE WILL HAVE SEVERAL MORE STATEMENTS WHIC
BEFORE AN DOPEN SESSION OF THE SENATE "ARMED S
CONSTRUCTION SUBCOMMITTEFR CONSIDERING THE FI
THESE STATEMENTS WILL PROBABLY BE RELEASED A
INCLUDE DR, CURRERI WHO'S THE PRESIDENT OF T
UNIVERSITY, GENERAL WARREN, GENERAL KEN COOP

"JILL BE SAID
IVICES MILITARY

L '76 PROGRAM,

T NOON AND THEY
UNIFORM SERVICES
OF THE ARMY

2. WE HAVE THE TRANSCRPTS OF GENFRAL WEYAN: NEWS INTER-
VIEWS AFTER RIS TESTIIMONY YESTERDAY, -
3. RELFASE ON TWO FLAG OFFICER CHANGES TOP’
ADMIRAL MACK, SUPERINTENDENT 0OF USNA, WILL RE:
ADMIRAL ON 1 AUGUST. WE DON'T HAVE AN ANNOUN

%Y TO ANNOUNCE:
RE AS A VICE
ENT AS TO

THAT THE PRES-
R APPOINTMENT
DIRECTOR,
‘+1CE OF THE

ING AS DEPUTY

4., SECRETARY SCHLESINGER IS ALSO ANNDUNCI
IDENT IS NOMINATING RANDM PARKER B. ARMSTRIING
TO THE GRADE OF VICE ADMIRAL AND ASSIGNMENT
RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND EVALUATIQW,
CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIOMS. HE'S PRESENTLY SE
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3374 UNCLAS
DIRECTOR. :

5. GENFRAL BROWN 1S BACK IN THE PENTAGON Ti4DAY AFTER HIS

0 a0 /
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6. WE HAVE THE ATTACKS BY FIRE ON POCHENTANG YESTERDAY.
185-105S, L14~1087S. 1 NON'T HAVE TODAYS, )

7. ANDTHER QUESTION YOU WERE INTERESTED IN YESTERDAY, WF
HAVE TAKEN THE MARINE DETACHMENT OFF THE TRANSCOLORADO AND
WEIVE PUT A DETACHMENT QON THE KIMBRO. OTHERWISE THERE ISN'T
tUCH CHANGE FROM YESTERDAY IN ALL THOSF.

Q: 1544 ARE STILL IN SUBIC?

A: 1'LL HAVE TO CHFCK THAT., o

Q: DO YU HAVE THE BOXSCORE NN THESE SUPPLY FLIGHTS?

A: SUPPLY FLIGHTS, YESTERDAY, WE HAD 53 AND APPARENTLY
THE TEMPBDRARY CLOSING OF TAN SON NHUT HAD NO EFFECT ON THIS.
WE TRIED TO RUN THAT DOWN THIS MORNING BUT 1T APPARENTLY DID
NOT HAVE MUCH EFFECT. . .

Q: THE 9TH QR THE 8TH?

A: THAT'S THE BTH. 1 DON'T HAVE THE 9TH. 1 .HAVE NEITHER
THE ROUNDS FIRED NOR THE FLIGHTS FOR TODAY.

Q: THE FIGURE THAT'S BEING QUOTED AS GENERAL WEYAND?S
PAGE & RUEKJCS 3374 UNCLAS
RECOMMENDATION ON MILITARY AID IS $544-$55¢ MILLION TO
SOUTH VIETNAM, IS THAT GFENERALLY CORRECT THAT THAT IS THE. .

A: T DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER BUT WF CERTAINLY COULDN'T COM-
MEMT ON THAT UNTIL THE PRESIDENT MAKES HIS'ADDRESS.

O: PEOPLE ARE ALRFADY COMMENTING ON THAT, IT!'S ON THE
PUBLIC RECDRD NOW. THE REASON I'M ASKING IS THAT THERFE WERE
DFFICIALS YESTERDAY WHO WERE SUGGESTING THAT WHAT WEYAND
RECOMMENDED WAS A WHOLE RANGE OF MILITARY AID FIGURES AND
NOT THE FIGURE.THAT HE THNUGHT WAS MOST APPROPRIATE, WASN'T
$509 ~ $55@ MILLION. IS THAT CORRECT?

A: 1 DIDN'T NOTICF THAT. ALL [ .NOTICED WAS THAT GENERAL
WEYANG SAID THAT HE COULDN'T TALK ARDUT IT. SO IF HE CAN'T
TALK ABOUT IT, I DON'T SEE HOW I COULD TALK ABOUT [T.

©: I'M ASKING YOU TO TALK ABOUT IT IN A NEGATIVE SENSE
IN TERMS OF WHAT WAS ATTRIRUTED TO HIM AS ACCURATE?

A: 1 HAVE NO INFORMATION THAT HE SAID THAT: I HAVE ND
REASON TO THINK THAT HE DIDON'T SAY IT -EITHER. [ MEAN 1
HAVEN'T HEARD BEFORE THAT HE HAD SAID [T, I AM BOUND TO
NO COMMENT' ON IT.

Q: HAVE WE EVER HAD ANY ESTIMATES AS T0 HOW MUCH EQUIP-
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3374 UNCLAS
MENT WAS REALLY LOST IN THIS RETREAT? WAS IT A BILLION
DOLLARS? ; :

A: WE'RE STILL WORKING ON THATS I EXPECT WF'RE. GOING TO
HAVE A FIGURE BEFORE TOO LONG. ' ’

Q: WOULD -THIS LNSS HAVE ANY EFFECT ON THE REVISION OF
THE $3v» MILLION EXTRA THAT HAD BEEN REQUESTED SOME WEEKS
AGO? .

A: YOU COULD LOGICALLY SAY THAT IT MIGHT,., IT WOULD PER-
HAPS NOT BE THE' SAME $348 MILLION BUT I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER
TO THAT. ALL OF THIS 1S GOING TO BECOME CLEAR HERE IN THE
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NEXT COUPLE OF DAYS, BUT [T ISN'T RIGHT NOW,

O: IS THERE ANY ESTIMATE TO WHAT THF VIETNAMESE NEED UR-
GENTLY NOW; WHETHER THEY NEED REPLACEMENT DF ARTILLERY, TANKS,
ETC. . '

A: AS YOU KNOW WE ARE DELIVERING WHAT THE DEFENSE ATTACHE
SAYS THEY NEED URGENTLY NOW AND AS WEF'VE DISCUSSED BEFORE,
WE'VE PUT IN 165 HOWITZERS, WE'VE PUT IN APCS, CONSINERABLE
CONMUNICATIONS GEARy ETC. THESE HAVE BFEN THE KIND OF ADDED
STARTERS THAT HAVE BEEN THE RESULT OF THIS THING WE'VE TALKED
ABOUT THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS,

"PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 3374 UNCLAS

0: DIN YOU EVER GET A BREAKDOWN DN THE $175 MILLIDN. HOW
MUCH WENT TO WHAT? ,

A: NO. I THINK BOB (BURKE) MENTIONEN YESTERDAY THAT ALTHOUGH
AlLL OF THIS HAS BEEN OBLIGATED, A GREAT PORTION OF IT CAN BE
KEPROGRAMMED AND OF COURSE, THAT'S ALSO GOING TO WAIT THIS
NDECISION ON THE NSC MEETING TODAY AND THE PRESIDENT'S NECISION
ON WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN., SO THERE'S REALLY NMOTHING THAT WE
COULD SAY ABOUT THAT. YOU COULD SAY THAT'S MOST OF THE $175
MILLION, IS STILL AVAILABLFE FOR REPROGRAMMING.

0: WHAT'S THE EVALUATION AS TO WHFTHER THE ARVN ARE RE-

CGROUPING AND STABILIZING THETR POSITIONS AND SHOWING. ANY

IMPROVEMENT IN MDRALE?

A: THAT'S PRETTY HARD T{) TALK ABOUT AT THIS POINT BECAUSE
THERE HASN'T BEEN ANY REAL TEST IN THE SOUTH YET., NEEDLESS TO-
SAY, WE'RE HOPEFUL.

0: THE ATTACKS ON SAIGON DON'T REPRESENT A TEST?

AT NOT YET. T .COULDN'T GET ANY INFORMATION ON THE XUAN LOC
ATTACK: THE ONE AT TAN AN WAS DEFEATED.THE RENENY WAS- DRIVEN
AWAY. IT WAS NOT A BIG ATTACK. I DON!T THINK EITHER ONE 1S. I'D
SAy YOU HAVE TO WAIT A LITTLE BIT DN THAT
BT
#3374
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SECTION 2 OF 4 i
Q: ANY INFORMATION ON NORTH VIETNAMESE AIRCRAFT THAT HAVE
REEN MOVED TO THE SOUTH AND HOW MANY? !
At WE MAVE NO INDICATION THAT ANY COMBAT AIRCRAFT HAVE BEEN ‘
MOVED TO THE SOUTH.
Q: WHAT OTHER AIRCRAFT HAVE REEN MOVED?
A: WE HAVE NO INDICATION THAT ANY AIRCRAFT HAVE BEEN MOVED
TO THE SOUTH. WE DD HAVE INDICATIUN THERE HAVE BEEN SOME
ADMINISTRATIVE FLIGHTS OVER THE DNZ.
Q: THEY HAVEN'T MOVED HELICOPTERS 02 TRANSPORTS?
At NOTHING RUT ADMINISTRATIVE FLIGHTS? NOW THESF ADMIN-
ISTRATIVE FLIGHTS COULD BE BY HELICOPTER OR FIXED WING.
Q: IN OTHER WORDS THEY BRING PEOPLE IN AND THEN BRING THEM
OUT. . & : ~ . :
THAT'S AN ADMINISTRATIVE FLIGHT?
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3375 UNCLAS
A: THAT'S RIGHT. MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE, PRIMARILY.
Q: THERE'S A STORY TODAY THAT $OME NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE
MOVING SOME PT BOATS WITH ROCKET MISSILES ON THEM TO AREAS
NEAR SOUTH VIETNAM, I THINK IS THf WAY IT WAS PHRASED.
At 1 WOULDN'T ARGUE WITH THAT.|
Q: THEY'RE NOT PT BOATS, ARE THEY?
A: NO, T THINK IT'S A MIXTURE. .
0: WHAT ABOUT MOVEMENT OF AIRCRAFT FROM NNRTH IN NORTH
VIETNAM TO MORE SOUTHERLY AREAS IN NORTH VIETNAM? -
A: 1'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT OQUESTION, I COULD ANSWER IT AS
OF TWO DAYS AGO, BUT I CAN'T ANSWER IT AS OF TODAY.
Q: DD YOU KNOW HOW MANY PT BOATS, WHERE THEY WERE MOVED TO
AND WHETHER THEY o o o o7 - ;
A: DON'T HAVE THE DETAILS. ° '
Q: ARE THEY CONSIDERED TO BE A THREAT TO THE EVACUATION
SHIPS?
A: NO, BECAUSE WE HAVEN'T ANY EVACUATION SHIPS up THAT FAR

KE 0 MH

o
)]

' NORTH. NOW A POTENTIAL THREAT, OBVIOUSLY, THEY'RE A POTENTIAL

THREAT,
Q: TO SHIPS?
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3375 UNCLAS
A: TGO ANY KIND OF SHIPPING.
Q: ARE THEY IN SOUTH VIETNAM AREAS?

j0s0 05
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At T DON'T THINK SO BUT ['LL TAKE THAT.QUESTION.
Q: WHERE ARE THEY AGAIN?
A: THEY'VE MOVED SOUTH BUT THE ACTUAL LOCATION SOUTH [ NON'T

HAVE,

Q: CAN YOU SAY WHETHER ANY 0OF T4F RECEMT CAPTURED AIRFIELDS
LIKE DANANG AIRFIELDS NEAR HUE, QUAN TRI, PLEIKU, KONTOM,
OTHER AIRFIELDS FURTHER SOUTH HAVE BEEN USED ]N ANY WAY BY
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE?

A: MY RECOLLECTION IS THAT DANANG HAS, BUT LET ME TAKE IT
AND GIVE YOU AN OFFICIAL ANSWER, :

Q: THERE WERE REPORTS FROM SAIGON THAT THEY HAD MOVED .
SUME HELICOPTERS IN THERE, WERE THOSE INCORRECT?

At MY INFORMATION IS THAT THEY ARE INCORRECT. THEY'VE MOVED
THEM IN BUT NOT TD STAY. THIS DGESN'T MEAN IT ISN'T GOING TO
HAPPEN, WE'RE TALKING ON A DAY TO DAY BASIS ON THIS THING.
wHAT F'VE SAID IS THAT WE HAVE INDICATIONS THAT THERE WERE
ADAINISTRATIVE FLIGHTS, BOTH HELICOPTER AND FIXED WING, AND
THAT'S ALL I CAN SAY ABOUT THAT AT THIS PUINT.

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3375 UNCLAS

Q: HAVE THEY FLOWN ANY OF THOSE ATRCRAFT WHICH THEY CAP-
TURED INTACT, READY TO FLY AT DANANG, FOR INSTANCE?

At I CAN'T NECESSARILY ACCEPT YDUR PREMISE BUT I'LL HAVE
TQ TAKE THE QUESTION,

0: HOW MANY FLIGHTS, QVFR 1@, UNDER 19, OVER S¢, WHAT?

A: I DON'T HAVE THAT FITHER.

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT THE F-S5 WHICH HHMBED
THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE YESTERDAY LANDED AT U.S. AIR FORCE
BASE IN THAILAND?

A: I HAVEN'T HEARD 0OF THAT. I CAN ANSWER THAT I HAVE NO
INFORMATION ON THAT THAT LEARS TO THAT CONCLUSION.

G: THE VIET CONG ANNDUNCED THAT HF LANDED AT ONE OF THE
EIELDS IN THEIR AREA.

A: HE LANDED IN THEIR ARFA?

O: DO WE HAVE QFFICIALLY ANY DETALLS ON THAT?

A: NO. I THINK YOUR BEST CHOICE THERE IS YOUR SAIGON
BUREAU, THEY SURELY KAVE IT,

O: AN ADMINISTRATIVE FLIGHT IS WHAT, JUST A MOVEMENT OF
OFFICERS (R WHAT?

A: IT SOMETIMES IS A MOVEMENT OF THINGS OR PEOPLE, THAT'S
PAGE S RUFKJCS 3375 UNCLAS
WHAT WE CALL IT. THIS IS NOT A BIG THING AT THIS POINT. I
CAN SAY THAT. ' '

‘Q: DO YOU KNOW WHAT SMALL TRANSPORT PLANES THEY MIGHT HAVE
DR LARGER "TRANSPORT PLANES THEY MIGHT HAVE,

A: I CAN GET THAT FOR YOU. I DON'T HAVE THE DESIGNATIONS.
THEY DO HAVE SOME SMALL TRANSPORT PLANES.

O:THOSE PT BOATS, ARE THEY KOMAR- CLASS AND FIRES STYX MIS-

SILES —-- SMALL NUMBER,

A: THAT®S RIGHT.,
Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY INDICATOR AS TO HOW THE NQRTH VIETNAME SE
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ARE DOING ADMINSTERING THEIR NEW=-FOUND REAL ESTATE?

Ar NO, MOT YET., THIS IS A LITTLE EARLY TO GET ANY HARD IN-
FORMATIDN 0N THAT.

0: TS THERE ANY INFORMATIOM THAT THERE IS A 'BLONDDBATH?
IN ANY 0F THESE AREAS?

At WE HAVE NO INFORMATIODN, THAT'S THE PROBLEM. I'M NOT
SAYING THERE S OR THERE ISN'T, WE JUST NON'T KNOW,

T Q: WHAT AROUT THE ORDERS T THE UJ.S. SHIPS IN THE ARFEA,
NG THEY REMAN THE SAME? THAT IS TO SAY THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD
TG AVOIND STITUATIONS OF POTENTIAL COMBAT. '

PARE 6 RUEKJCS 3375 UNCLAS

A: THERE IS NO CHANGE IN DORDERS T THE SHIPS,

: ARE YDU SAYING THAT THERE IS NO INFORMATION IN THIS

BUILDING REGARDING EXECUTINONS AND POLITICAL REPRISALS?

A: THERE MAY BE SOME. ] HAVEN'T SEEN IT AND WHEN IT BE-
COMES REASOMABLY HARD IS WHEN 1'D SEF [T. THAT'S WHY 1%+
SAYING T DON'T THINK WE HAVE ANYTHING HARD ON IT ONE WAY OR
THE OTHER.I'LL TAKE THF QUESTION BUT I THINK WE'RE TOO EARLY.
THIS SUORT OF THING UNDER THE PRESENT SITUATION 0QBVIOUSLY
WOULD HAVE TO FILTER IN.

Q: THERFE WERE PEOPLE WHO CAME BACK WITH GEMNERAL WEYAND
WHO SAID THAT THEY HAD FVIDENCE OF THIS POLITICAL REPRISALS
AND SO FORTH,IT'S KNOWMN UPSTAIRS.

L: WELL, [T ISN'T KNOWN TO ME. I'M SORRY TO SAY BUT LET
ME TAKE THE QUESTION. ’ )

Q@: DO YOU HAVE ANY PRELIMINARY FINDINGS ON THFE. C-5 CRASH
INVESTIGATION?

A: NOT YET,

Q: NO WORD AT ALL. MO FVIDENCF: OF ANY EXPLOSTON?

A: WE- THOUGHT IT WAS PRETTY WELL ESTABLISHED THAT THE EX-
PLOSION TOOK PLACE AFTER IT HIT THE GROUND, OTHER THAN THE
BT
#3375
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SECTION 3 OF 4 o
SG-CALLED DECOMPRESSION EXPLOSION. iii;
Q: NOTHING TO CONTRADICT THAT? il

A: NOTHING TO CONTRADICT IT YET, BUT OF CNURSE THEY AREN'T
THROUGH, THEY DIN FIND THE BOX THAT RECORNED ALL THFE ACTIONS
AMD COMMANDS BUT THERE'S NO REPORT FROM THE INVESTUIGATING
GROUP,

Q: CAN YOU SHED ANY LIGHT ON NEWSDAY STDRY ON THE GAD
REPORT ABOUT MISSING EQUIPMENT?

A: THE BEST I CAN DEDNUCE IS THAT THIS IS A REPORT THAT
THE GAD HAS GIVEN TO US FNOR COMMENT ABAUT A WEEK AGH, AND WE
HAVE NOT YET COMMENTED ON TI7. CONSFEQUENTLY, I HAVE NO COMMENT
OM [T EITHER, I THINK THAT'S THE REPORT, IT'S A LITTLE HAZY
50T T THINK THAT'S THE ONE. IT DOES SEEM TO ADD UP TU ABOUT
$243 MILLION IN A NUMBER OF SMALLE ITEMS PUT TOGETHER,

PAGE 2 RUEK.JCS 3376 UNCLAS '

Q0: HAS THE SOUTH VIETNANESE AIR FORCE -MOUNTED ANY ATTACKS

ON ANY OF THE AIRFIELDS OR BASES WHICH THEY GAVE uP, FOR

INSTANCE DANANG, TO TRY TO ELIMINATE THE QUIPMENT WHICH THEY

LEFT BEHIND,

A: T THINK THE ANSWER TO THAT [S YES, BUT I'LL HAVE TO TAKE
THAT QUESTION. '

Q: CAN YOU GIVE US AS MUCH DETAIL AS POSSIBLE ON WHAT,
BASED ON THF LATEST INTELLIGENCE, TRAFFIC ETC. AND WHAT
MILITARY ANALYSTS IN THE PENTAGON SAY ABQUT WHAT THFE NORTH
VIETNAMESE STRATEGY IS CURRENTLY ON THE GROUND IN SOUTH
VIETNAM? WHAT DO THEY THINK IS GOING TO HAPPEN? WHAT ARE
THEY DOING -RIGHT NOW?

A: I WOULD HESITATE TO COMMENT ON THAT. THE ANALYSTS HAVE
DIFFERENT POSITIONS AND I THINK T WOULD BE UNWISE FOR ME TD
DISCUSS THAT AT THIS POINT. . :

Q: TN DISCUSS THE POSSIBLE OPTIONS? :

A: I THINK THE OPTIONS ARE REASONABLY OBVIOUS. THIS HAS
BEEN WELL DISCUSSED IN MANY COLUMNS SO FAR: THEY CAN RUSH
SOUTH, ATTEMPT TO OVERWHELM THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE: THEY CAN TRY TO CUT OFF SUPPLY AND SEE; IF SAIGON
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3376 UNCLAS
WILL WITHER QN THE VINE THEREBY SAVING SOMFE COMBAT; THEY CAN
TAKE TIME TO MOP UP THEIR GAINS IN THE NORTH BEFORE THEY

/60018 2
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MAKE A MAJDR EFFORT SOUTH. THERE'RE SEVERAL OPTIONS OPEN.

Q: DOFS IT APPEAR FROM AN INTELLIGENCE TRAFFIC AS IF
THEY'RE ATTEMPTING TOU CUT OFF SAIGON FROM THE SOUTH AND 1S0-
LATE IT? ’

A: IT ISN'T CLEAR YET, IT JUST ISN'T CLEAR.

D: ARE THEY MOVING ANY MORE UNITS DOWN FROM THE NORTH?

A: WE MENTIONED THF OTHER DAY, THAT THERE wAS REASONABLY
GOOD EVIDENCE THAT ONE DIVISION WAS MDVING INTO SOUTH VIETNAM
AND THAT?'S AS.FAR AS I CAN.GOD WITH THAT,

O: THAT'SLL RE TOTALING WHAT NOW, HOW MANY DIVISIONS?

A: THE WAY T ADNED UP, IT'LL COME TN 18 DIVISIONS.

Q: THEY'RE SAYING 28, [S THAT TOO HIGH?

A: I KNOW THERE AREN'T 24 IN THE COUNTRY NOW, IT'S TOO HIGH.

D: SOME PEQPLE SAY THAT?

‘Az THEY DO SAY THAT BUT I DON'T. AS YOU K&OW, THIS IS A VERY
HAZY AREA, :

N: WFE'VE BEEN HEARING FIGURES ALL ALONG COF 21 NORTH VIETNAM-
£SE DIVISIONS TOAL SOUTH AND NORTH, A FOURTH HAS SHOWN UP, IS
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3376 UNCLAS
THAT AN ADD-ON.

A: WEIVE BEEN CARRYING 22 AS LONG AS 1 CAés REMEMBER =—-- 1

AEAN RECENTLY, LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION BU MY UNDERSTANDING

WAS THAT IT WAS 22 TOTAL.

D: ANOTHER DIVISION OF WHAT USED TO BE IN:EPENDENT REGIMENTS.,

A: THERE'S BEEN SOME 0OF THAT AND THAT'S P= )BABLY BEEN THE
SOURCE OF CONFUSION WHFRE THEY PUT TOGETHFR #-9RMERLY INDEPENDENT
REGIMENTS AND MADE THOSE INTO DIVISIONS. :

Q: AFTER THEY WERE ORGANIZED AND ALL THOS: REGIMENTS BECAME
DIVISIONS, SUPPOSEDLY HAD 15 IN-COUNTRY AND ‘EVEN RESERVE,

IS THE WAY 1 UNDERSTAND IT.

A: THAT'S THE WAY 1 UNDERSTAND IT -- 22, - ° -

Q, THEN UP UNTIL, WELL IN RECENT DAYS, 1 = INK THE ES-
TIMATE'S BEEN THAT THREE AND NOW PROBABLY TH} FOURTH OF THE
RESERVE DIVISIONS HAVE COME IN WHICH "WOULD Mhif [T EITHER
18 OR 4 o o o !

A: WEIVE PUT OQUT A FACT SHEET SOME DAYS A& < WHICH SHOWED
18 AND REMEMBER THAT INCLUDED THE 341ST, WHIL - WAS A NEW ONE,
AND THE 316TH, WHICH WAS A NEW ONE. WHAT I'M .AYING NQW IS
THAT WE HAVE EVIDENCE THAT THERE 1S STILL ANE 4ER ONE.

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3376 UNCLAS : -

G: WHAT NUMBERS? e

A: 1 DON'T -HAVE THF NUMBER.

O: DID THE 9468TH COUNT IN THE.157

A: THE 968TH DID COUNT.

Q: AS ONE OF THE 15 OR ONE OF THOSE STRATF iC RESERVES.

A: COUNT IT.AS ONE OF THE 15. IF YOU RECALL THE 968TH.
WAS REPORTED MOVED INTO THE SECOND CORPS FQUM ons MANY
WEEKS AGO. 2

Q: YOU'RE SAYING THREE OF THE STRATEGIC RE‘%RVE HAVE COME
IN?
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A: THAT'S WHAT 1 AM SAYING -~ OVER THE | AST SEVERAL WEEKS.
Q: HMOW MANY [NTACT DIVISIONS DO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE

wWOW TO 0OPPOSE THOSE PEOPLE?

A: THEY'VE GOT SEVEN, BUT THEY'VE GOT SOME NIVISION EQUIV-
ALENTS. REMEMBER THEY ORGANIZED A LOT NF THEIR REGULARS INTO
WHAT THEY CALL RANGER GROUPS, THE ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION IS
SEVEN. THERE ARE FOUR IN THIRD CORPS AND THREF IN FOURTH CORPS.
Q: SO IN TERMS OF MANPOWER, ARE THEY NUTNUMBERED TWO TO ONE?.
A: YOU'RE TALKING ARDUT OUTNUMBFERED WHERE? IF YOU TAKE ALL
NF VIETNAM, AS GENERAL WEYAND DID SAY YESTERDAY, THAT. . . .
PAGE A RUEKJCS 3376 UNCLAS
Q: LET'S SAY THE DELTA AND THE SAIGON ARFA, THE THIRD CORPS,
IF THEY HAVE SEVEN DIVISIONS PROTECTING THAT AND YOU HAVE TO
ASSUME THAT 18 DIVISIONS ARE GNING TO BE . . .
A: 1 WQULD JUST REFER YOU TO WHAT GENERAL
WEYAND SAID ON THAT. HE GAVE BETWEEN TWO AND THRFE TO ONF IN
FAVOR OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, COUNTRY-WIDBE, THAT'S WHAT YOU-
RE TALKING ARDOUT, PDTENTIAL. ‘
0: AS FAR AS WE KNOW THE NORTH VIETNAMESE STILL HAVE FOUR RE-
SERVE DIVISION EQUIVALENTS IN THE NORTH?
A: CORRECT. : )
Q: WHAT ARE.THE NVA ASSETS INTHE DELTA, AS FAR AS WF KNOW?
A: WE CREDIT THEM WITH THREE DIVISINNS DUWN THERE.
Q: WHAT DOES THAT ACTUALLY MEAN IN TERMS (OF AN OFFEN-
SIVE THERE? THERE'S A DIFFERENT TERRAIN PROBLFEM AND THEY HAVE
MORE OF A PROBLEM WITH MONSQOON AND WHAT NOT. DON'T THEY?
A: YES AND OF COURSFE THE TERRAIN DOWN THERE DOESN'T LEND
ITSELF TO WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL SET—-PACE BATTLES EXCEPT IN A
FEW LOCATIONS.
Q: YOU TALKED ABOUT CUTTING OFF SAIGON FROM THE SOUTH,
[T'S REALLY QUITE A DIFFFRENT PICTURE THAN ANYTHING THAT'S
BT
#3376
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SECTION &4 OF &4
HAPPENED UP TO NOW?

A: 0NF COURSE, THEY'VE ATTEMPTED TO CUT SAIGON OFF FROM
THE SOUTH IN THE PAST ON A NUMBER OF OCCASIONS.

Q: THEY TEWD T0 SET-PACE H THAT WAY. :

A: A LOT OF PEDOPLE SAY THEY'RE CUTTING IT OFF WHEN THEY
CUT ROUTE 4 AND OF COURSE THAT ISN'T CORRECT.

Q: ON THESE RESERVE DIVISIONS, A FEW DAYS AG{D THE INDI-
CATIONS WERE THAT TWO OTHERS WERE EXPECTED TO MOVE SOUTH --
AT LEAST TWO OTHERS. THE CONFLISION HERE THAT TWO DTHERS
ARE INDEED MOVING SQUTH BUT IT'S NOT CLEAR THAT THEY'RE IN
THE SUUTH YET?

Hrgf 1 ver

A: T'*M REALLY NOT PREPARED TO COMMENT ON THAT AT THIS POINT.

Q: HOW RECENTLY DID THIS ONE THAT'S MOVING IN DR THAT'S IN
THE SOUTH, IS IT PRESEMTLY MOVING OR DID IT MOVE IN IN THE
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3377 UNCLAS
LAST WEEK?

A: I THINK WE FIRST MENTIONED IT FROM THIS PLATHFORM ABOUT
A WEEK AGO OR SO0. IT'S REASONABLY RFECENT.

C:YOU SAID A LOT OF DIVISIONS ARE MAVING TO - -THE SOUTH,

DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON NVA DIVISIONS MOVING WITHIN VIFTNAM;
ANY INDICATION THAT THEY MAY HBE MOVING TOWARD THIS?

A: THES FALLS INTO YOUR OTHER -QUESTION ABOUT THE STRATEGY.
IT ISN'T CLEAR YET EXACTLY WHAT THEY ARE GOING TN DO, THERE
[S NO INDICATION AT THIS POINT., THAT DDESN'T MEAN THAT IT
COULDN'T CHANGE OVER NIGHT. )

Q: SOME OF OUR PENPLE IN HAWAII SAY THAT THERE WERE SIX
VESSELS: THE DENVER, THE DULUTH, ANCHORAGE, MOUNT VERNON,
MOBILE AND TUSCULDOSA, ALL 1S5SD, LST AND LTDS DEPARTED PEARL
HARBOR SUNDAY NIGHT WITH CONFIRMED ORDFRS TO EVACUATE THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE. DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT?

A: 1 DO NOT. BUT I WILL TAKE THE QUFSTION, OF COURSE.THIS
COULD BE PART OF THE PROGRAM WE HAVE GOING TO 8EFE PREPARED FOR
HUMANITARIAN REASONS, TO JUST BE READY, BUT 1 DON'T KNOW ABOUT
THAT., T'LL TAKE THE OQUESTION.

Q: CONFIRMEN  ORDERS TO EVACUATE, YOU KNOW, THAT SEEMS TO
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3377 UNCLAS
ME AS IF. o« .« &

A: I JUST DON'T BELIEVE THAT THAT'S CORRECT, BUT I'LL

/800/5 44
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TAKE THE QUESTION. I DON'T DOUBT THAT THEY MAY HAVE MOVED,
1°DON'T KNOW. BUT THAT KIND OF ORDER WOULDNM'T BE THE KIND
OF ORDER THEY'D GET. THAT'S NOT A NORMAL ORDER ESPECTALLY
WHEN THEY'RE SHIPPING THEM (QUT OF PEARL HARBNR, IT'S A LONG
TIME UNTIL THEY GET TO THE WESTERN PACIFIC.

Q: WHAT WE NUGHT TO HAVF PROVIDED FOR US VERY SOON AND
PREFERABLY REFDORE THE PRFSIDENT MAKES HIS SPEECH, IS WHAT HAS
THE NAVY DONE ABNUT GETTING ALL NF THUSE NAVY SHIPS OUT TO THE
VIETNAM AREA AFTER THE PRESIDENT HAD ORDFEREND THEM,

A: OF COURSF, I THINK BOB [BURKE) COVERED THAT YESTERDAY,
THERE'RE A LDT OF SHIPS 0OUT THERE., :

0: NOT AS I[MPRESSIVELY AS YOU MIGHT EXPECT.

A: WHAT DD YOU EXPFCT THEM TO DO, LLOYD (NORMAN, NEWSWEEK)?

1! WELL I EXPECTED A BIG WHITE FLEET MOVING UP AND DOWN THE
SHORE .

A: THE PRESIDENT SAID ALL AVAILABLE SHIPS, GET READY TO
ASSIST.

@: THAT SOUNDED LIKE A (INAUDIBLE)?

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3377 UNCLAS _

A: THAT'S YOUR INTERPRETATINON, I DON'T KNOW THAT THAT'S QUR
INTERPRETATINN, :

Q: I DON'T KNOW WHAT THAT SOUNDED LIKE TO YDU, BUT IT SEEMS
LIKE WE WOULD HAVE MORE THAN A FEW SHIPS STANDING OFF THE
VIETNAM COAST?

A: WE THINK WE'RE EFFECTIVELY CARRYING OUT THE PRESIDENT!'S
ORDER . .

Q: ANY INCIDENTS INVOLVING OUR U.S. MARINFS NN THESE MER-
CHANT SHIPS?

A: NO, WONE REPORTED.

Q: THE MARINE'S HOLDING STEADY?

A: STILL THE SAME NUMBER, _

Q:- ARE THERE ANY MUORE SHIPS DUE TD SAIL DUT TO THE SOQUTH
CHINESE SFA OR VIETNAM WATERS?

A: I'LL TAKE THAT QUESTION, I AM NUT AWARF OF ANY, BUT THERE
ARE A LOT OF SHIPS IN THE AREA. I THINK YOU ALL SHOULD UNDER-
STAND THERE'RE AN AWFUL LOT CF NAVY SHIPS IN THE WESTERN PACIFC.

IF THE SITUATION SHOULD REQUIRE THEY COULD BEEF IT UP IN A HURRY,

H: HAVE WE GOT ANY NEW ESTIMATE ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE
EVACUATED? _
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3377 UNCLAS

A: I DON'T HAVE IT HERE, IT'S OVER 1¥¥W,800 — LET ME TAKE

HE QUESTION.

O: WHAT IS DOD REACTION TO THE STATEMENT OF THE PRIME
MINISTER QF PORTUGAL THAT THEY WOULD NOT ALLOW US TO USE
THE AZORES?

A: | CAN'T COMMENT ON THAT. THIS IS NOT AN APPROPRIATE
FORUM FOR COMMENT ON THAT.

Q: ARE YOU REFERRING US TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE?

A: I'™ NOT REFERRING YOU TO ANYBODY. -

0: WHAT SOVIET SHIPS. ARE NORTHWEST OF THE HAWAII AN ISLANDS

e
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AT THE PRESENT TIME?

Az

THOSE TWN OCEANOGRAPHIC SHIPS THAT YOU ASKED ARQUT YES-~-

TERDAY ARE STILL ABOUT 75# MILES NORTHWEST DOF HAWAIL.

0:
A:

ARE NDING ANYTHING THAT WE CAN DETECT?
I ASKED ABOUT THAT AND WE DON'T HAVE ANYTHING TO REPURT

EXCEPT THEY'RE THERE.,

Q:
A
(AN
A
PLGE
1 CAN
wWiHICH

IS THAT IN ADDITION TO THE TRAWLFR OR IS THAT GONE?
NO . :

ARE THEY STATIONARY DR MILLING ARDUND? :
I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION, I ASSUNE MILLING AROUND,
A RUEKJICS 3377 UNCLAS

VOUCH FOR TwD SOVIET SHIPS, DCEANOGRAPHIC TRAWLER TYPES,
ARE APPROXIMATELY 75% MILES NORTHWEST DF HAWAII THAT!'S

THE EXTENT 0OF MY INFORMATION ON THAT., ONF'S CALLEND THE MB-11
AND ONE'S CALLED THE MB-26.

Q:
A
0:

THE MB-11 IS THE ONE THAT WAS IN HAWAII BEFORE.
COULD BE. o _
ARE THESE SOVIET BOATS THAT HAVE MOVED ALITTLE BIT SOUTH,

ARE THEY IN THE SAME KOMAR CLASS?

Al

NOT SOVIET BOATS, WE'RE NOT TALKING SOVIET BOATS, THESE

ARE NORTH VIETNAMESE BOATS WE'RE TALKING ABOUT. I HAVE NO MORE
ON SAY ON THAT SUBJECT EXCEPT WHAT ['VE SAID,.

Q: DO WE HAVE ANY DESTROYFRS NEAR THE TONKIN GULF?
A: NQ.

BT
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SECTION 1 OF 3 97
FROM OASD/PA .
FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS SRIEFING BY COL
BURKE. MONDAY, APRIL 14, 1975, 11:3 A.M, '
1. NN THE HILL: LIST OF WITMESSES IS DN TiE WIRES. WE WILL
HAVE COPIES OF THE STATEMENTS BY MARTIN HOFFHANN, GENERAL
COUNSEL, AND DR. CURRIE'S WHEN THE COM4ITTEES RELEASE THEM.
ALSO ONE BY MR, BREHM, ASD/MERA,
2. IN YOUR PACKAGE 15 A RELEASE THAT HAS ¥0 DO WITH THE SEC-
RETARY OF THE ARMY'S APPROVAL OF PLANS TO RE<LIGN SOME ARNY
NATIONAL GUARD UNITS. YOU'LL REMEMBER BACK I+ DECEMBER THE
ARMY ANNOUNCED THAT IT HAD RECEIVED:'A JOINT % ROPNSAL FROM
PENNSYLVANIA ANB NEW YORK TO REALIGN THEIR A: 4Y NATIONAL GUARD
UNITS. TODAY THE ARNY IS ANNOUNCING THAT THE 2EALIGNMENT HAS
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3841 UNCLAS
@  GEen APPROVED. THIS REALIGNS SOME OF THE DIVE F10N'S COMMAND
STRUCTURES SO THAT THE 28TH INFANTRY DIVISIO: - FOR EXAMPLE,
IS MADE UP SOLELY OF UNITS WITHIN PENNSYLVAN: % 42ND DIV.ISION
@ WILL INCLUDE ONLY UNITS IN NEW YORK, ET. =
3, YOU HAVE THE SCHEDULE.FOR THE SECRETARSY TODAYJ TOMORROW
@ NIGHT HE WILL BE SPEAKING AT THE OVERSEAS PRE S CLUB AT THE
BILTMORE HOTEL IN NEW YORK CITY. THERE'S A Di'NER AT 7:38 AND
HIS SPEECH IS SCHEDULED FOR 8:38.
0t DD YOU KNOW IF HE'LL APPEAR ON THE HILL TDMDRRDH’
e A: I DON'T THINK SO. WE'LL BE WATCHING TH# -
O: WHO WILL REPRESENT THE DEFENSE DEPARTME T BEFORE THE
STENNIS COMMITTEE? ;
® A: WE'LL CHECK AND SEFE. B '
4. YOU HAVE COPIES OF THE MESSAGE THAT SEG-ETARY SCHLESINGER
SENT EARLY SATURDAY MORNING TO ADMIRAL GAYLER FOLLOWING THE
© [ DEPARTURE OF THE LAST HELICOPTER FROM PHNOM FiuH TO THE TASK
FORCE. THE MSSAGE READS AS FOLLOWS: .
'] KNDOW THAT ALL AMERICANS SHARE THE PRIDE AND GRATITUDE
® | 11AT WE FEEL IN THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OVE:. THE SUCCESSFUL
RESCUE OPERATION WHICH THE FORCES OF YOUR COM:AND HAVE JUST
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3841 UNCLAS ,
@ AND DEDICATION

COMPLETED IN CAMBODIA. THE PROFESSIONAL SKILL

OF THOSE WHO CARRIED OUT THIS EMERGENCY RESCUE¥ OPERATION MARKED

/) #2203 K%
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;BY GREAT PREGISION AND THE NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS TO AVOID CIVIL~-
- TAN CASUALTIES, WERE EXEMPLARY. WELL DONE.!

5. ON SATURDAY WE PRODUCED A TRANSCRIPT OF A PRESS CON- ,
FERENCE THAT ADMIRAL GAYLER HAD IN HONOLULU TO ANSWER QUES-
TIONS ABOUT THE OPERATION. I THINK YOU HAVE THAT.

- Q: ARE YOU STILL AIRLIFTING SUPPLIES INTO CAMBODIA?

A: ND, JOHN (FINNEY, NYTIMES), THERE'S NO AIRLIFT INTO .
CAMBODIA. THERE ARE SOME FLIGHTS INTO CAMBODIA WHICH ARE
AIRDROPS, THE LAST ATRLIFT WAS FRIDAY, CAMBODIA TINE, WHICH
INCLUDED 5@ FLIGHTS. SINCE THAT TIME THERE WAS ONE- AIRDROP
ON SATURDAY ~- THAT 1S, APRIL 12 -- AND SIX AIRDROPS ON APRIL 13,
AND TEN AIRDROPS ON APRIL 14,

Q: DOES IT SAY WHAT THEY?'RE DROPPING? °

A: NO, I DON'T HAVE A BREAKOUT OF WHAT THEY'RF DROPPING.

Q: WHO'S DOING IT?

A: IT'S BEING DONE BY C-136S FLOWN BY AIRD AIR.

P: IS THS AT PHNOM PENH? -

A: TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, IT 1S NOT AT PHNOM PENH
PAGE & RUEKJCS 3801 UNCLAS
AT THIS TIME, ‘ «

Q: ARE THEY GOING TO THE AIRPORT OR TO THE CITY ITSELF?

A: NOT INTO THE PHNOM PENH AREA AT ALL; I1IT*S OTHER
LOCATIONS.,

HO: DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE TOTAL TONNAGE WAS ON ALL THESE DROPS?

A: NO, I DONtT,

O: WHERE ARE THE LOCATIONS?

A: 1 DON'T HAVE THAT. -

0: CAN YOU GET THAT STRAIGHTENED 0UT?

A: WE'LL SEE IF WE CAN GET THAT.

Q: WAS IT IN THE AREA?

A: IT'S NOT IN THE PHNOM PENH AREA. IT'S IN CAMBODIA AT
SOME OF THE OTHER PLACES WHERE GOVERNMENT FORCES ARH,

0: IS THAT IN BATTAMBANG OR OTHER PLACES LIKE THAT?

A: YES, BUT 1 DON'T KNOW WHETHER BATTAMBANG IS ONE. WE
CAN CHECK AND SEE.

0: IS IT FOOD DR AMMUNITION, OR WHAT?

A: 1 JUST SAID I DON'T HAVE A BREAKOUT.

Q: DID YOU SAY THAT THESE WERE NOT IN PHNOM PENH?

A: FOR THE FOURTH TIME, THEY'RE NOT IN PHNOM PENH.

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3841 UNCLAS

Q: CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHY NOT PHNON PENH?

A: I'LL CHECK, ,

O: ARE THESE SUPPLIES GETTING TO THE FORCE IN PHNOM PENH
BY SOME OTHER WAY? : - :

A: NO, I DON'T THINK SO. THEY'RE INTENDED FOR OTHER GOVERN~
MENT FORCES IN CAMBODIA WHICH ARE OPERATING AT OTHER LOCATIONS.
NOT AT PHNOM PENH,.

0: HOW MANY TROOPS ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?

A: 1 DON'T KNOW. - ’

Q: IS THE FIGHTING STILL GOING ON IN PHNOM PENH?.

A

[ Y
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DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

Py .

AT e e ) e, L Xt

L %}..

.

A: APPARENTLY IT IS. .

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY MEANS OF REPORTING FROM THF GROUND “DOWN
THERE? /
A: WE DON'T HAVE ANYBODY ON THE GROUND, I DON'T KNOW WHAT
KIND OF DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE OUT THERE. I DON'T HAVE ANY HERE

AT THIS TIME,
Q: ARE YDOU SAYING THE GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE STILL RESISTING
IN OTHER AREAS?
A: YES. .
Q: AND THE PENTAGON BELIEVES THAT THEY ARE SUFFICIENTLY
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 3841 UNCLAS
DRGANIZED TO RESIST SO THEREFORE WE'RE CONTINUING THE SUPPORT

~OF THAT RESISTANCE, IS THAT RIGHT?

A: YES, THAT'S RIGHT.

Q: HAVE THESE FORCES FIGHTING IN OTHER LOCATIONS BEEN SUP-
PLIED BY AIRDROPS BEFORE NOW?

A: ALL ALONG, YES, IN FACT, BIRD AIR HAS BEEN USING AIRDROP .
IN ADDITION TO THE AIRLANDING FOR SOME TIME,

0: COULD YOU SAY HOW LONG THIS MODE OF SuUPPLY TD THESE
FORCES HAS BEEN GOING ON AND AT WHAT FREQUENCY? ¢

At WELL, IT'S BEEN MONTHS THAT THIS HAS BEEN USED, BUT 1
DON'T HAVE ANY DETAILS ON IT. BUT WE WILL SEE WHAT WE CAN GET.

Q: DO WE HAVE ANYBODY ON THE GROUND IN ANY OF THESE OTHER
AREAS THAT WE CAN CONTACT?

A: NO.

Q: HOW DO WE KNOW THEN WHAT THEY WANT OR WHAT THEY NEED?
HOW IS THE COMMUNICATION CONDUCTED?

A: I'LL BE GLAD TO CHECK AND SEE.

Q: DO YOU KNOW WHEN THE AIRDROPS INTO PHNOM PENH WILL START?

A: NO, I DON'T.

Q: ANY PLANS ALONG THAT LINE RIGHT NOW?
BT
#3881
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SECTION 2 OF 3
A: I'LL CHECK AND SEE.
0: WHO DECIDED THAT AIRDROP SHOULD BEGIN =-- BIRD AIR OR
THE PENTAGON OR DEPARTMENT OF STATE, OR WHO?
A: I'M SURE IT WAS DONE BY EVERYBODY INVOLVED IN IT IN VIEW

OF THE ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION AT PHNOM PENH, AT THE AIRFIELD.

Q: DID YOU SAY THESE AIRDROPS HAVE BEEN GOING ON ALL ALONG?

A: YES, THE CAMBODIANS ALSO WERE AIRDROPPING SUPPLIES WITH
C-123S.

O0: WHY DO WE ALL OF A SUDDEN START COUNTING THEM IF THEY VE
BEEN GOING ON ALL ALONG?

A: WE'VE BEEN COUNTING THEM ALL ALONG; YOU'VE BEEN ASKING
US THE DAILY FIGURES ABOUT FLIGHTS THAT LANDED =-=- AIRLANDED
AT PONCHENTONG =-- AND THAT'S WHAT WE'VE BEEN GIVING YOU.

Q: WE'VE NEVER BEEN GIVEN ANY FIGURES ON AIRDROPS UP UNTIL
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 38¢2 UNCLAS
THIS WEEKEND,

A: WE HAVE NEVER TRIED TO CONCEAL THE FACT THAT THERE WERE
AIRDROPS THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD.

/(‘ Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY MOVEMENT OF SHIPS OR PLANES DOWN TO
CLARK OR SOUTHERN SOUTH CHINA SEA FOR EVACUATION PURPOSES?

A: WE HAVE HAD FOR SOME TIME A NUMBER OF SEVENTH FLEET
SHIPS IN THAT AREA, I'M NOT AWARE OF ANY MOVEMENT OF AIRPLANES
DOWN FOR EVACUATION PURPOSES.

Q: WHAT ABOUT THE SHIPS THAT LEFT FROM HAWAII, I DON'T
KNOW WHETHER IT WAS FIVE 0OR SEVEN, ABOUT A WEEK AGO THAT WAS
SUPPOSEDLY A NORMAL ROTATION? HAVE THE SHIPS THAT HEY WERE
GOING TO REPLACE RETURNED OR ARE THEY STAYING OVER THERE?.

A: THESE ARE AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS YOU ARE TAKING ABOUT?

Q: YES.

A: WE'LL CHECK ANP SEE.

@: HAS THE OKINAWA RETURNED TD THE NORTH PACIFIC?

A: THE OKINAWA AND THE MIDWAY ARE IN THE SCUTH CHINA
SEA; THEY ARE NOT TOGETHER, I'M JUST TELLING YOU THAT THEY ARE
BOTH IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA3 SO IS THE CORAL SEA. THE HANCOCK
WHICH PARTICIPATED IN THE EVACUATION OF PHNOM PENH IS IN THE
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3882 UNCLAS
GULF OF THAILAND AND THE ENTERPRISE IS IN PORT AT SUBIC.

O: HAS“THERE BEEN ANY ADDITIONAL MOVEMENT OF MARINES INTO
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THE GENERAL AREA OF SUBIC BAY, INDOCHINA, ETC.?

\

A: NO. .

Q: IN OTHER WORDS, WE'RE STILL AT APPROXIMATELY 4,488 MARINES
IN THE GENERAL AREA? -

A: THAT'S RIGHT

Q:WHEN'STHE ENTERPRISE GOING BACK TO SuUBIC?

A: WE CAN CHELK. I DON'T RECALL. YOU MEAN BETWEEN NOW AND
LAST FRIDAY?

Q: I THINK THE LAST TIME YOU HAD IT REPORTED IN . .

A: SHE WAS IN SUBIC ON THE 11TH. '

Q: LAST FRIDAY THERE WERE FOUR AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS WITH BLUE
RIDGEy I BELIEVE THE COMMAND SHIPS, WITH HANCOCK;: IS THAT STILL
THE CASE? )

A: THE COMPOSITION OF THE TASK GROUPINGS VARIES FROM DAY TO
DAY, AND I REALLY DON'T WANT TO GET INTO IT. THERE ARE OTHER
SHIPS WITH THE HANCOCK.

Q: CAN YOU TELL US WHERE THOSE FOUR AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS ARE?

A: SOME OF THEM ARE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AND SOME ARE
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3882 UNCLAS .

STILL IN THE GULF OF THAILAND.

Q: WHICH ARE WHERE -~ THE DURHAN, THE FREDERICK,BLUE RIDGE
AND DUBUQUE?

A: THE DURHAM AND FREDERICK ARE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA,

BLUE RIDGE AND DUBUQUE ARE IN THE GULF OF THAILAND.

Q: CAN 1 BROADEN THAT EARLIER QUESTION? IS THERE ANY MOVE-~
MENT TO INCLUDE ARMY TROOPS AS WELL?

A: NOT THAT I1'M AWARE OF, BUT WE'LL CHECK.

Q: WHAT'S THE OFFICIAL NUMBER OF AMERICANS IN SOUTH VIETNAM?

A: THE LAST FIGURE I RECALL IS ARQUND 5,004 BUT WE'LL HAVE
TO0 CHECK. STATE CAN TELL YOU THAT DEFINITELY. WE'LL BE GLAD TO
TAKE THE QUESTION BUT I JUST DON'T KNOW. 1 RECALL SOMETHING
AROUND 5,400 .

Q: AS DF WHEN? .

A: T HEARD THAT FIGURE THE END OF THE LAST WEEK. I1'M NOT
TELLING YOU THAT'S AN ACCURATE FIGURE: I'M SAYING I'LL CHECK
IT.

Q: SOME ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS INDICATED THAT THE LEVEL
OF AMERICANS IN VIETNAM WOULD BE DRAWN DOWN TO A MINIMAL LEVEL =-
WHAT 1S A MINIMAL LEVEL?

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 38832 UNCLAS

A: WE'LL TAKE THE QUESTION,

Q: THE CAMBODIANS, BATTAMBANG IN PARTICULAR, WERE GETTING
SUPPLIES BY ROAD FOR A LONG TIMEs IS THAT STILL GOING ON?

A: T DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT IS OR NOT; WE'LL CHECK THAT.

Q: THERE WERE REPORTS ABOUT A WEEK OR SO AGO THAT NHA TRANG .
AFTER BEING ABANDONED BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE, AND THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE FAILING TO COME IN, THAT SOME SOUTH VIETNAMESE
TROOPS HAD GONE BACK INTO NHA TRANG, DO WE HAVE ANY IDEA WHO
CONTROLS NHA TRANG?

A: TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOT IN SOUTH VIET-
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NAMESE HANDS. :
Q: THE AI1D MONEY FOR CAMBODIA WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN
DEPLETED THIS MONTH: IS 1T ALL GONE NOW OR CLOSE TO ALL GONE?
A: NO, IT'S NOT.
©: HOW MUCH IS LEFT?
A: WE'LL SEE IF WE CAN GET A NUMBER. ‘
Q: THOSE SHIPS WITH THE OKINAWA, ARE THEY WITHIN HELI-

COPTER FLIGHT OF SAIGON? ARE ANY CARRIERS WITHIN HELICOPTER FLIGHT

OF SAIGON?

A: 1'VE ALREADY SAID THAT THE OKINAWA WAS [N THE SOUTH CHINA
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 3862 UNCLAS
SEA AND, AS YOU KNOW, SHE CAME FRON THE GULF OF THAILAND. 1
THINK 1'D RATHER JUST LEAVE IT AT THAT.

Q: ISN'T SHE BOUND FOR SUBIC BAY?

Az THE OKINAWA IS ENROUTE TO SUBIC. ADMIRAL GAYLOR SAID THAT
IN HIS NEWS CONFERENCE,

Q: IS THERE ANY MONEY LEFT OR ANY STOCKS LEFT FOR CAMBODIA?

A: THE PREVIDUS ESTIMATES THAT WE HAD WERE THAT THE STOCKS
WERE NOT EXPECTED TO LAST PAST THIS NONTH, APRIL, AS I RECALL,
WAS DUR BEST ESTIMATE, THERE ARE STOCKS ON THE GROUND. THERE
ARE STILL STODCKS AVAILABLE. I DOM'T KNOW WHAT THE CURRENTY ESTI- -
MATE IS AS TD WHEN THEY MIGHT RUNUT BUT WE'LL SEE IF WE CAN

GET AN ESTIMATE --— THAT'S ALL IT WOULD BE OF COURSE,
0t ARE THEY STILL STUDYING THE EVACUATION PLANS FOR SAIGON?
A: YES.

0, HAVE THEY COME UP WITH YOU KNOW LIKE ONE, TWO OR THREE?
HAVE THEY ELIMINATED ANY, HAVE THEY ACCEPTED SOME OR WHAT'S
THE STATUS?
A: YOU MEAN LIKE OPTION ONE, OPTION TW3, OR OPTION THREE?
1 HAVE NO COMMENT ON THAT. I CAN'T DISCUSS THOSE KINDS OF THINGS.
Q: HOW FAR IS IT FROM SUBIC BAY TO THE GULF OF THAILAND?
BT
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SECTION 3 OF 3

A: 1 HAVEN'T THE FOGGIEST IDEA. v

Q: DO TYOU THINK A SHIP COULD GET THERE IN A DAY OR A HALF
DAY? THE POINT OF THE QUESTION 1S WE WERE TOLD THE HANCOCK WAS
OFF SUBIC FRIDAY AND NOW WE'RE TOLD IT PARTICIPATED IN THE
EVACUATION FRIDAY NIGHT.

A: I DON'T RECALL WHAT WE SAID ON IT FRIDAY.

Q: YOU SAID IT WAS IN THE SOUTH CHHINA SEA.

A: IF WE SAID SOUTH CHINA SEA, THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH HER
BEING ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EVACUATION BUT IF WE SAID SUBIC,
THAT'S OBVIOUSLY UNDEED IN ERROR.

Q: OID THE HANCOCK LIFT PEOPLE OUT OF PHNOM PENH?

A: THERE WERE 12 HFELICOPTERS FROM THE HANCOCK .THAT WENT INTO
PHNOM PENH. THE HANCOCK AT THAT TIME WAS IN THE GULF OF SIAM
(THAILAND). THERE WERE 12 HELICOPTERS FRDMME USS DKINAWA.

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3843 UNCLAS

MOST OF THE EVACUEES WERE TAKEN TO THE OKINAWA. I BELIEVE THAT
THE MARINE GROUND SECURITY FORCE CAME FROM THE HANCOCK TO PHNOM
PENH AND RETURNED TO THE HANCOCK. (NOTE: THE MARINES CAME FROM
THE OKINAWA BUT WERE PICKED UP AND TAKEN TD THE HANCOCK BY HELOS
FROM THE HANCOCK.)

O: DO YOU HAVE A UNIT NUMBER?

A: 1 DON'T HAVE IT WITH ME BUT WE CAN GET THAT FOR YQU.

O: IT WAS STATED HERE THAT THE HANCOCK ONLY HAD MARINE
HELICOPTERS BUT NO COMBAT TROOPS. IS THAT IN ERROR?

A: MY RECOLLECTION IS THAT OF THESE 150#» MARINES THAT CAME
FROM OKINAWA THAT WERE LOADED ABOARD SHIPS, SOME DF THNSE WENT
ABDJDARD HANCOCK AND WE SAID THAT.

Q: WHEN DID THE HANCOCK GO INTO THE GULF OF SIAM?

A: WE CAN PROBABLY GET THAT. I DON'T KNOW RIGHT NOW.

Q: THIS BREAKDOWN ON MELICOPTERS RAISES A POINT. WE'VE BEEN
ASKING HOW MANY HELICOPTERS ARE ON THE HANCOCK AND WE GOT DIF-
FERENT FIGURES -- 15 - 18, APPEARING IN THE CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD IS A STATEMENT THAT LISTS 12 HELICOPTERS ON THE HANCOCK.
WHY ARE WE GIVEN THESE FAGUE FIGURES? THE INFO 1S HERE BUT
WE DON'T GET THE PRECISE INFORMATIRN,

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3843 UNCLAS

A: 1 UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE YDUR PROBLEM, 1 RECALL READING

AT 2:8P8 A.M. IN THE MORNING WIRE STORIES ON THE NUMBER OF EVAC-
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UEES AND NOT{NG THAT YOU COULD. TAKE ANY FIGURD BETWEEN 258 AND
33 AND SOMEBODY JUST USED IT AND EACH ADD WAS CHANGING THE y
NUMBER,. BUT AS FAR AS THE NUMBER OF HELICOPTERS ABOARD THE
HANCOCK, 12 1S TO ME A NEW NUMBER. I WAS NOT AWARE THAT THERE
WERE ONLY 12 AND OUR INFORMATION WAS THAT THERE WERE MORE THAN
THAT. WE'LL BE GLAD TO SEE IF WE CAN SDRT 1T QOUT. ‘
Q: IF YOU LOOK IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, YDU WILL SEE THAT
THE TEXT OF THE PRESIDENT'S NOTIFICATION TO SENATOR STENNIS SAYS
1z,
A: WE'LL LOOK AT IT AND SEE 1F WE CAN LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT
OUR OWN SYSTEM.
Q: THESE ARE THE ES THAT THE HANCOCK PICKED UP IN HAWAII?
A: YES. '
PART I1: FOLLOWING ARE NEW ASSIGNMENTS FOR GENERAL
OFFICERS RELEASED FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 1975, BY THE ARMY
AND AIR FORCE: N
ARMY: MGEN ROBERT C. HIXON, SPEC ASST TO CGs TRADOC,
FT MONROE, VA,
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3883 UNCLAS : ¢
MGEN CHARLES J. SIMMDNS, CG, 3RD ARMORED DIV, USA EUROPE, DRANKE
GERMANY
MGEN CHARLES E. SPRAGINS, COMDR, MS HIL GP, RIO DE JANEIROD
ATR FORCE:BGEN BRUCE K. BROWN, DFEP DJR,y J-3, JT STAFF(NMCC)
BGEN WILLIAM L. NICHOLSON, -DEP DIR, {(STRAT GEN OPS), J-3.
BGEN ROBERT E. SADLER, DIR, J-6,y JT STAFF
BGEN LELAND C. SHEPARD, DCS/PERS, MAC, SCOTT AFB
BGEN GARRY A. WILLARD, JR.y DEP ACS/J-3 UNC/US FORCES KOREA
BGEN CHARLES D. YOUREE, JR. DEP DIR FOR POLITICO MIL AFFAIRS

. J-So
COL ANDERSON W. ATKINSON, ASST DEP DIR (COMD AND CONTROL) J-3
. BT ’
#3883 '
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SECTION 1 OF 4

FROM DASD/PA

FOR PURLIC INFORMATION/AFFAIRS QFFICERS .

SUBJECT: DOD MNRNING NEWS BRIEFING e
PART 1: FOLLOWING IS TRANSCRIPT OF DON NEWS ERIEFING FOR ’;\‘Eﬂ

THUR . APR 17, 1975, CORDIICTEDN BY COL. ROBERT L. BURKE, USA :

TS~ PDIRECTOR FOR DEFENSE INFORMATION, OASD PA:

'@

R

_ AUGUST 28, 1975.

1. THERE'S REEN A CHANGFE IN THE SCHEDULE NF SOME DOF OUR
PENPLE ON THE HILL TODAY. SFC MCLUCAS AHD GEN JONES fIF AF,
WHO MERE SCHENULED TO TESTIFY THIS MNRNING AT A CLOSED HEARIMG
N THE B—1 WILL BE TESTIFYING THIS AFTERNNON REFORE SENMATE ARMEN
SE2VICES R&D COMMITTFF, ALSO PASTPONEN UNTIL THIS AFTFRNOON IS
THE APPEARANCE OF MR, ALDRICH OF 0ASD (PAKE) WHO WILL BE
TESTIFYING ON THE U.S. STRATEGIC BOWMRER FORCE.

2. RADM, HART, OASD (TEL) HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNMTIL THIS
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4151 UNCLAS
AFTERNOON BEFORE THE SENATE GOVERNMENT COMM ON FEDERAL
ENERGY CONSERVATION. '

3. STATEMENTS BY SEC, MCCLARY, ASD (COMPT) AND DR. COWAN,
ASD (HEF) WHO ARE TESTIFYING THIS MORNING HAVE BFEN RELEASED.

4. DASO (MERA) MINTAON FRANCIS WILL SPEAK THIS EVENING AT
WEST POINT.

5. YESTERDAY, THE WHITE HOUSF ANNOUNCED THF RESIGNATION OF
UNDER SECRETARY OFf THE ARMY HERMAN STAUDT, EFFECTIVE 34 APRIL,

6. THE WHITE HOUSE ALSO ANNOUNCED THE RETIREMENT OF JUDGE
OUINN DOF THE U.S. MILITARY COURT OF APPEALS, EFFFCTIVE

7. WS HAVE A RELFASE ANNOUNC.ING THE RETIREMENT OF LGEN
RICHARD SEITZ, CG, XVIIT ATRBDRNE CORPS AT FORT BRAGG. HE WILL
BE- REPLACED BY MAJ GEN HANK EMERSON, WHO IS NOW CG OF 2D INF
DIV IN KOREA. THAT ALSO INCLUDES GEN FMERSON'S APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADFE DF LT. GEN.

8, TOMORROW, SEC SCHLESINGER WILL BE TRAVELING TO FORT
LEAVENWORTH, KANSAS, WHERE HE WILL ADDRESS STUDENTS AT THE ARMY
COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF COLLEGE.

Gt WHEN WERE THE LAST AIRDROPS IN PHNOM PENH?

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4151 UNCLAS

A:  THE LAST AIRDROPS WERE APRIL 17. THERE WERFE TEN AIR-

DROPS ALTQGETHER IN CAMBODIAZ FOUR IN PHNOM PENH, DONST HAVE'

-7 /9 st
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A BREAKDUT DF WHAT WAS IN FACH DROP BUT 1 DO KNOW THAT THE FOUR
AT PHNOM PEMH CONTAINED RICE. _

O: DO YN HAVE A TIME AS TO WHEM THE LAST ONE WAS MADE?

A: ND, I D0ON'T., WE CAM PRNDBABLY GET THAT.

O: DO YOU HAVE ANY TIONNAGE?

A: NO, WE MIGHT BE ARLE TO GET THAT. IF YDU LIKE, 1 CAN
SUMMARTIZE WHAT'S HAPPENED SINCE FAGLE PULL IN THE wWAY DF AIR-
NROPS. THERE HAVE REEN A TOTAL NOF 57 AIRDROPS THROUGHNUT '
CAMBODTA SINCE THE AMFRICAMS WERFE EVACUATED. OF THOSE 57, MY
FIGURES SHOW THAT 19 WFRF IN THE PHNNM PENH ARFA,

O: WHEN WAS THE LAST AIRDROP BFFORE THF SURRENDER, NO YOU
KNOW? ' Co

A: IT WAS NN THE SAME AS THE SURRENDFR. 1 DON'T KNOW
WHETHER TIT WAS BEFNRFE DR AFTER,

0: THERE'S THE PNOSSIRILITY THAT WE WERE NROPPING IN
SUPPLIES AFTER THE SURREMDER?

A: SINCE I DON'T KNOW WHAT TIME THFY DROPPED THEM, YOU
KNOW I CAN'T PDENY THAT.

PAGE 4 RUFKJCS 4151 UNCLAS :

N: THE WAY WE GOT THE STORY FRNOM CAMBONIA IS THAT THE KHWER
ROUGE WERE INSIDE THE CITY WHEN WE WERE MAKING DRNPS, IS THAT
CORRECT?

A: I JUST DON'T KN{JW WHFTHFR THAT HAPPENEDN OR NOT.

SINCE IT WAS RICF, I'™M HNOT SURE IT MATTERS THAT MiCH.

0: HAVE THE AIRDROPS DEFINITFLY ENDED?

A: 1 LL CHECK AND SFE.

0: IT WAS ONLY RICE; THERF WFREN'T ANY ARMS DROPPEN?

A: UN THE LAST DAY THE ONLY AIRDROPS INTO PHNOW PENH WAS RICE.

Q: THAT ISN'T NECESSARILY THF CASE WITH THE QOTHERS?

A: NOT NECESSARILY, THAT'S RIGHT. .
~Q: COULD THEY CONTINLIE SUPPORT SAY OTHER AREAS WHERE
THEY'RE STILL HOLDING OUT? .

A I DON'T KNOW, T'LL CHECK. _

D: YDU REALLY CAN'T SAY WHETHER THEF AIRDRMNPS HAVE HALTED?

A: NOy 1 CAN'T,

Q: WHY CAN'T YQU?

Ar 1 JUST DON'T HAVE THE IRNFORMATION RIGHT NOW,

Q: WHAT IS THE PENTAGON'S REACTION T THF FALL OF CAMBODIA?

A:  ANY QFFICIAL COMMENT ON THAT wWOWLD COME THROUGH THE STATE
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4151 UNCLAS
DEPARTMEWT.,

N: MILITARILY HOW DO YOU VIEW THE FALL == NOT FROM A
DIPLOMATIC POINT NF VIEW?

A: T'LL TAKE THE QUFSTION.

D: HOW MUCH IS LEFT UNDELIVERED FROM THIS YEAR'S
APPROPRIATION?

A: THE BEST ESTIMATE IS ABDUT $6 MILLION, SOMEWHAT LESS
PROBABLY, IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CAMAODIA REMAINS UNDELIVERED. .

Q: CAN THAT NOW BE TRANSFFRRED TO VIETNAM? -

A: [ DON'T KNOW.
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0: VWE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT HAPPENS TO IT NOW?
¢ At WE'LL CHECK. THE REPORTS THAT OJUR PENPLE ARE GETTING
"ON THIS ARE SOMEWHAT SKETCHY AND NAT YET COMPLETE SO 1°'M NOT
SURE OF THE EXACT FIGURFE BUT IT'S SOMEWHFRE IN THAT ARFA.
0: DO YNU HAVE THE TOTAL AS TO wHAT WF PUT IN THERE?
A: WFE CAN GET THAT FOR YOU.
0: %275 MILLION WAS THE APPROPRIATIONS THIS YEAR?
¢ A: WE CAN GET YOU A SUMAARY OF WHAT WAS AUTHORIZED.
0: THERE'S A STORY THI'S MORNING WHICH OUNTES A SECRET REPORT |
WHICH WAS MADE UP BY TW0 MEMRERS OF THE MISSION THAT WENT WITH
' PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4151 NCLAS
GENERAL WEYAND WHO ARE MEMBERS OF THF SENATE FNDREIGN RELATIDNS :
COMM. THEY CAME BACK WITH THE REPORT THAT THE SITUATION IN i
SNYTH VIETNAM WAS TRRETRIEVABLE NQ MATTER HOW MUCH AIO WE GIVE 2
THEM. DO YU KNOW IF THAT REPURT EXISTS AND IS THAT TRUE? ‘
At 1 WwOULD THINK THAT YOU WANT TO TAKS THE PFOPLE WHO WROTE

{ THE REPORT. ALL I CAN DO IS POINT T0O GENFERAL WEYAND'S TESTI- :
MOMNY ON THE HILL WHICH YOU ARE AWARE 0OF.
‘ Q: IT SEEMS TO BE AT VARIANCF WITH WHAT GENERAL WEYAND

SATD AND T SIMPLY WANT TO KNOW IF THE PENTAGHN KMOWS WHETHER
THE REPODRT EXISTS, WHETHER THERE IS KNOWLEDGE NF THE REPORT HERFE
AND WHETHER THERE'S ANY COMCURRENCE WITH THAT KIND OF A REPORT.
At  WHETHER THERE'S CONCURRENCE, YOU'VE ALREADY HEARD
SEC. SCHLESINGER AND GFNERAL WEYAND GIVE THEIR VIEWS ON THAT
- SUBJECT-= I THINK THAT ANSWERS ITSELF., SO WHEHTER THERE'S A
v REPORT THAT EXISTS OR NQOT, I'tL BE GLAD TO CHECK AND SEE, IF
IT WAS A REPDRT DONE BY COMEBODY IN CDNGRESS, I wOULD THINK
THAT THEY WOULDL BE THE BEST SOURCE. i
¢ A: SEC SCHLESINGER IS NOT VERY CLEAR AS T WHAT HE EXPECTS
T DERIVE FROM THE $722 MILLION., HE'S -GIVEN A NEGATIVE ANSWER .
THAT IF THEY DON'T GET 1T, VIETNAMWILL FALL BUT HE DOESN'T SAY '

¢ &
#4151
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WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF THEY DO GET IT, EXCEPT THAT HE HDFES IT
WILL STABLIZE THE SITUATION,

A: HE'S GIVEN A CANDID AND HONMEST EVALUATION OF IT AS HE
SEES IT. IF HE IS NOT PRECISE ANf) SPECIFIC. PRESUMABLY THAT'S
BECAUSE THE SITUATION IS NOT ONE THAT LENDS ITSELF TO EASY
PREDICTINNS.

N: BACT TO THE CAMARDODIAN LIFT, I WOULD LIKE TO HAVF AS SOON
AS PNSSIRLE DEFINITE WORD OM WHETHER (R NOT THE AIRDROP HAS HEEN
HALTED AND WHEN WAS THE LAST DROP CARRIED NUT IN RELATION T0O THE
ANMOUNCEMENT THAT CAMBODTA WAS THROWING IT IN,

A:  WE ARE WORKING ON THAT RIGHT NOW,

Q: DO YOU KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY 11.S, MILITARY PERSONNEL IN
ANY PLACE LEFT IN CAMBODIA?

At TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, THERE ARE NOT,.

AGE 2 RUEKJCS 4152 UNCLAS

Q: ARE THE EVACUATION PLANS FOR SAIGON NOW CNMPLETED?

A: NDO, I THINK THEY ARF STILL WORKING 0ON THEM,

Dt COULD WE FIND OUT FROM SECRETARY SCHLESINGER WHEN HE PLANS
TO WITHDRAW ALL OF OQUR FORCES FRDM THATLAND SINCE THEY ARE N1
LONGER NECESSARY? THE ONLY REASON F(K THE PRESENCE HE SAID IN
THIS DEFENSE REPORT WAS A HEDGE AGAINST NORTH VIETNAMESE MASSIVE
OFFENSIVE. SINCE THAT HAS OCCURRED AND WE HAVE NOT REACTED OT
IT, THERE'S ND NEED FOR RENTENTION OF SAY 200-300 AIRPLANES AND
23,0y PERSONNEL IN THATILAND,

A: WE'LL TAKE THAT QUWESTION,.

Q: THE NEW YORK TIMES QUOTES UNNAMED SENATORS AS SAYING THE
PENTAGON TOLD THEM YESTERDAY T CORRECT SECRETARY SCHLESINGER'S
STATEMENT THAT 3,854 AMERICANS REMAIN IN VIETNAM, IS THAT TRUE
AND IF SO WHAT IS THE CORRECT NUMBER?

Az I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THERE WAS A PHONE CALL OR NDOT. DID
IT SAY THERE WAS AN ERRUR IN THE NUMBER?

Q: THE NUMBER THE SFANTOR SAID WAS SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER,

Az MWE'LL SEE WHAT KIND OF NUMBER WE CAN GET.

QO: DO YOU KNOW ABOUT ANY NORTH VIETNAMESE MOVEMENTS INTO
THE XUNA LOC TO REINFORCE THE TROOPS THERE?

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4152 UNCLAS
Az FRON NORTHERN SOUTH VIETNAM? .
A: FRON DTHER PARTS OF THE AREA THAT THEY HAVE TAKEN, DOWN
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TO XUAM LOC.

e A: LET ME SAY THAT WFE WOULDN'T BE SURPRISED IF THERE WERE SUCH
MOVEMENTS DUOWN IN THAT AREA,
q 0: ARE THERE MOVEMENTS OR AREN'T THERE?

A: I DON'T WANT TQ SAY ANY MARE THAN THAT., , _
@: THE OTHER DAY GFNERAL WAYAND SAID THE DEFENSE AT XUAN LOC
EFFECTIVELY PUT A NORTH VIETNAMESE DIVISION NUT NF ACTION. COULD
€@ QU EXPAND ON THAT? DOES THAT MEAN IT'S INEFFECTIVE, IT'S DES=—
TROYED, IT'S DISPERSED, IT HAS TO BE REPLACED? WHAT DOES THAT
ME AN?
Q A: 1 OIDN'T HEAR THAT PART OF THE TESTIMONY BUT 1 PRESIHME WHAT
HE WAS TALKING AROUT IS THAT WHEN A DNIT LNSES A. SIGNIFICANT NUMBER
OF PERSONNEL "AND EQUIPMENT IT TENPS T DEGRANE THAT .UNIT'S
@  CAPABILITY TO FUNCTION IN THE [MMEDIATE FUTURE AS AN EFFECTIVE
FIGHTING UNIT. 1 PRESUME THAT'S WHAT HE WAS TALKING ABOUT.
Q CAN YOU COMMENT ON NEW YDRK TIMES STORY ABOUT GEN. WEYAND
€ FESTIFYING THAT THE PENTAGON WAS CONSIDERING ESTABLISHING A
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4152 UNCLAS
CORRINDR FRON SAIGON TO THE SEA TO EVACUATE THOUSANDS 0OF VIETNAMESE
@  AND COULD INVOLVE A MARINE DIVISION DF 20,0kin?

A:  THAT WAS IN HIS TESTIMONY ON THE HILL, WAS IT?

Q: I'M ASKING.

A: I'LL HBE GLAD TO FIND OUT WHAT GENFRAL WAYAND SAID BUT
WEIRE NOT GOING TO TALK IN ANY DETAIL ABOUT ANY CONTINGENCY.

Q: COULD YDU GIVE US A LAYOUT ON WHERE THFE CARRIERS AND SOME
OF THE OTHER SHIPS ARE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA OR SURIC UR WHERE-
EVER THEY MAY BE? ' '

Az THE MIDWAY AND THE NKINAWA ARE BOTH AT SuBIC. THE CORAL
SEA AND THE ENTERPRISE ARE BOTH IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA3 THE HAN-
COCK IS IN SINGAPORE. )

Q: IS THE HANCOCK N ITS WAY BACK HOME?

A: NO, IT'S AT SINGAPORE.

0: THE STORY WHEN IT LEFT THE WEST COAST WAS THAT AFTER
COMPLETING ITS MISSION IT WAS GOING TO RETURN T0O BE RETIRED, NOW
THE QUESTION 1S WHETHER ITS GOING TN SINGAPORE IS AN INDICATION
WHETHER 1T'S ON ITS WAY BACK HOME FOR RETIREMENT.

A: ['M SURE WE WOULD ANNOUNCF THAT WHEN WE CAN, -

Q: WHAT'S HAPPENED TO THE MARINE BATTALION THAT WAS QN THE
PAGE 5 RUFKJCS 4152 UNCLAS
OKINAWA AND ITS SUPPORTING SHIPS?

A: I DON'T KNOW THIS FOR SURE BUT 1 ASSUME THEY'RE ENJOYING
SOME LIBERTY.

Q@: ARE THERE PLANS 'TO SHIP OUT OTHER MARINE UNITS TO REPLACE
THEM? :

A: 1 DON'T WANT TO GET INTO THAT.

0: HOW MANY MARINES DO THEY HAVE NOW IN THAT ARFA ---ALL THE.
GUYS DN BOARD THE SHIPS AND THE ONES AT SUBIC? -

A: NQO CHANGE,

0: ABOUT 4,mn0, IS THAT WHAT YOU'RE SAYING?

0: THOSE 70@ MARINFS THAT WERE DISPERSED AS SHIP GUARDS,

S———
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RE ARE THEY?

A:  THEY ARE NO LONGER ON ANY 0OF THNSE SHIPS. WF CAN PRORABLY

N OYUT SPECIFICALLY WHERE THEY ARF,

Nt THEY'RE NO LONGFR 0ON THOSE FOUR NAVY TRANSPORTS?

A:  THEY MAY RE ON THF AMPHIBIOQUS SHIPS, YFS, ,

0: WELL, THAT WAS THE LAST LOCATION, 1 THINK, WHERE THEY

£. : .

A:  THAT'S THE LAST PLAGE .1 HAD THEM,

THE DUBURUE AND THE BLUE RIDGE ARE BOTH IN SUBIC, AND I'LL

E 6 RUEKJCS 4152 UNGCLAS

CK FOR YOU ON THE DURHAM AND THE FREDERICK: THEY'RE BOTH

THAT AREA, 1'M NOT SURF EXACTLY WHERE THEY ARE.

O: WHAT ABOUT THAT BATTALION THAT WENT TO SEA FROM SUBIC A

K AGU WEDNESDAY -—- SOMEWHFRE ON THE HANCOCK?

A: THOSE MARINES MAY BE WITH THESE AMPHIBINDUS SHIPS THAT

VE JUST MENTIONED. WE CAN FIND OUT FUR SURE,.:

O: DO THEY STILL HAVF THE MARIMNES 0ON BDARD THE HANCOCK?

A:  THE MARINE HELICOPTER SOUADR{ON, AS FAR AS I KNOW, IS

LL WITH THE HANCOCK. -

Q: WHAT SHIPS DID YD) SAY WERE WITH THE OKINAWA AT SUBIC?

At THE BLUE RINDGE AND THE DUBUQUE,

Q: HOW AROUT THE SHIPS THAT WERE ACCNOMPANYING THE OKINAWA
THAT TIME IT WAS IN THE GULF OF THAILAND: THERE WERE ARQUT
WEREN T THERE?

A: YOU MEAN DESTROYERS AND SUPPORT SHIPS? MOST (OF THEM ARE

SUsiC.

0: CAN WE GET A RUNDOWN ON THE NUMBER AND TYPE OF SHIPS

SUBIC NOW?

A: YES, WE CAN DO THAT, .

Q: CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT THE SOVIET FLEET EXERCISE IN THE

52
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¢ INDIAN DCEAN, SIXTH FLEET AREA, MEDITERRANEAN, ELSEWHFRE?
A: THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SNVIET SHIPS IN THE INDIAN NCEAN NOW

.‘%;az il4 lﬂ_[

IS 22, THAT INCLUDES FIGHT COMBATANTS AND 14 SU1PPORT OR AUXILIARY

0 SHIPS. THE H,S. HAS THREE SHIPS THERE.
Q: IS THAT A SIZFARLE INCREASE FROM SAY PREVIOUS WEEKS?
A: IT SEEMS TO ME THAT IT IS BUT WE CAN CHECK ON WHAT IT
0 HAS BREEN. IN THE MED, THE SOVIETS HAVF ABOUT 55 SHIPS, ABOUT
HALF OF WHICH ARE COMBATANTS,
0: HOW MANY NOW ARE INVOLVED WORLDWIDE IN THE EXERCISE?

¢ A: VWE'LL SFE IF WE CAN GET SOMETHING FOR YOU BY TOMORROW
ON THAT. THE EXERCISE wAS RECENTLY ANNOUNCED BY TASS, AS YDU
KNOW. ' .

¢ Q: WHEN WAS THAT?

A: TASS REPORTED IT WOULD BE CONDUCTED THIS MONTH., [°*M
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4153 UNCLAS
¢ NAT SURE WHEN THEY ANNOUNCED IT. AS YAU'LL RECALL FIVE YEARS
AGD ABOUT THIS SAME TIME OF THE YEAR THE SOVIETS HELD A
WORLDWIDE EXERCISE CALLFED NDKEFAN WHICH INVOLVFD A LARGE NUMBER
¢ OF SHIPS AND ALSO INCLUDED SOVIET AIR DEFENSE AND LONG RANGE
: AIRCRAFT PARTICIPATION. DURING THOSE EXERCISES THEY EMPLOYED
NAVAL AND MERCHANT SHIPS AND THEY HAD ANTISUSBMARINE AND
P AMPHIBIOUS LANDING OPERATIONS. WE'LL TRY TO GIVE SOME KIND
OF A REPDORT TOMORROW ON WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THIS ONE.
Q: DU THFE SOVIETS HAVE A NAME FOR THIS, IF YOU DON'T
‘ MIND BEING A SNVIET SPOKESMAN? '
) Al THEY MAY VERY WELL HAVE BUT I HAVEN'T SFEN IT.
Q: CAN YOU TELL US WHERF THE TWO SOVIET TUGS ARE THAT
‘ WERF REPORTED 754 MILES FROM HAWAII?
A: WE CAN GET IT FOR YOUs; I DON'T HAVE IT WITH ME,
Q: THE GLOMAR EXPLORER LEFT PORT AGAIN: DOES ANYBODY KNON
‘ WHERF IT'S GOING?
A: THE GLOMAR EXPLORER DfIES NOT APPEAR DN MY LIFT.
0: DO YOU HAVE ANY FIGURE ON THE NUMBER OF AMERICAN
¢ EVACUEES FROM SAIGON YESTERDAY?
A: N0, I DON'T.
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4153 UNCLAS
Q: HOW ARE THEY HFING EVACUATED?
A: MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THEY ARE COMING OUT ON
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MAC ATRCRAFT, MAC CHARTER AND COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT.

q Q: ARE THESE MAC CHARTER DR MAC AIRCRAFT PER S§E?

A: BOTH KINDS, . ANND THERF ARE ALSO REGULAR COMMERCTIAL
FLIGHTS. THEY ARE COMING NUT ALL THREE WAYS,

Q 0: THERE WAS A RFPORT THE OTHER DAY 0OF 9##t DEPARTING. DO
YO HAVE ANY UPDATE?

A: T DON'T KNOW THAT WE CAN GIVE YDU A DAILY UPDATE ON

q THE NUMBER COMING QUT. THFERE HAVE HEEN PFAPLE COMING OUT AS

I THINK WE'VE TOLO YOU THAT WERE ASSACIATEN WITH A RIF PROGRAM,

THAT WAS A FEW HUNDRED PEOPLE. THEN THERE IS THF ADDITIONAL

REMOVAL DF PEQPLE THAT YOU KNDW ABOUT THAT'S GOIMG ON. BUT

WE'LL SEE IF WE CAN GET VYOIl A FIGURE. .

QN: THE PRESIDENT SAlIN YESTERDAY THAT WE WAS ORDERING THE
REMOVAL OF ALL NDON-ESSENTIAL PEOPLE WHICH WOULD MEAN THAT THERE
WILL BE SOME 2.¥4W LEAVING IN A WFEK. SO IF WE CAN GET FIGURES
ON A DAILY BASIS, THAT WOULD BE HELPFUL.

’ Az I DON'T KNOW [f WE CAN DO THAT BUT WE'LL SEE.

0: HOW MANY U.S. MILITARY REMAIN IN VIETNAM?Y
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4153 UNCLAS

A: THERE ARFE NUT VERY MANY MILITARY PERSNONMNEL, WE CAN GET THAT.

G:  HOW ABOUT MILITARY RELATED IN THE SENSE 0OF PROVIDING '
MAINTENANCE, ETC.?

At o, CIVILTAN CONTRACTNRS THAT ARE ASSOCIATED?

P: HOW MANY CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL?

A: THE DETERMINATION PRNBABLY HAS TO BE MADE IN SAIGON
AS TO WHO IS AND WHO IS NOT ESSENTIAL, AND I NDON'T KNOW HOW
THEY ARE GOING TO BREAK IT OODWN,

Q: HOW MANY AMERICANS COULD BE LIFTED OUT IN ONE
HELTCGPTER EVACUATION 1F WE WANTED TO?

A:  HOW ™MANY BALLS OF STRING WOULD IT TAKE TO, REACH THE
MONN? TT DEPENDS ON HOW BIG THE BALL OF STRING IS.
© Q: THERE'S A LIMIT AS TO HOW MANY HELICOPTERS CAN YODU SEND.

A: IT DEPENDS ON FACTORS SUCH AS HOW NANY HELICDPTERS YOU
HAVE AVAILABLE, THE DISTANCE THAT THEY HAVE TO FLY.

Q: WE KNOW THE DISTANCE WE HAVE TO FLY AND WE KNDOW THE HELI-
COPTERS WE HAVE AVAILABLE, HOW MANY PEOPLE CAN WE FLY QUT IN
OONE OPERATION?

d A: YUU'RE ASSUMING THAT THE HELICOPTERS THAT ARFE AVAILABLE
ARE THE ONCS THAT ARE THERE NOW? WHAT YOU'RE ASKING ABOUT IS THE
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4153 UNCLAS

¢ KIND OF THING THAT GOES INTO CONTINGENCY PLANS AND WHILE [ CAN

TALK TO YOU ABOUT HOW YOU PLAN THESE THINGS, I DON'T WANT TO

TALK HOW WE IN FACT ARE THINKING ABOUT DOING IT AND I DON'T WANT TO

TO GIVE YOU THE IMPRESSION-=---

Q: ARE YOU ASSUMING IT'S GOING TO BE A HELICOPTER OPERATION?
4 A I THINK THE QUESTION ASSUMES THAT. THERE ARE OTHER

MEANS THAT COULD BE USED, _

Q: HAVE ANY NEW HELICOPTERS, OTHER THAN THE ONES THAT HAVE -

¢ BEEN T
ERE FUR THE PAST TWO OR THREE WEEKS, HAVE ANY NEW ONES

-
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BONE OUT?

A: NOT TO MY KNOWLEDGE.

0: HAVE ANY NEW ONES GONE TO UTAPAN OR ANYPLACE?

At 1 DAURT THAT VERY MUCHS; I DON'T THINK THEY'VE ADDED ANY
HELICOPTERS OUT THERF ANMYPLACF IN ANY SIGNIFICIANT NUMBER,

N: 1S THERE ANY PROTECTION REING OFFERED IK ANY FNRM RY THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DR THE U.S. TU THESE PEDPLE WHO ARE
BEING EVACUATED? ‘

At TN WHAT SENSE?

N: IN THE SENSE THAT THERE®'S A LOT OF DISCLSSION ABDUT A
PAGE 6 RUEKJICS 4153 UNCLAS ‘

AMGER TOWARD PEQPLE LEAVING THAT THERE'S THE POSSIBILITY THE
SOUTH VIETNAMESE MIGHT TURN ON THE AMERICANS WHO ARFE LEAVING,
IS THERE ANY OF THAT GOING ON AND ARE THEY BFING PROTECTED IN
ANY WAY?

A: I DON'T HAVE ANY KIND OF ANSWER TO THAT. 1 DON'T SEE
AKY INDICATION THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FEEL ANY ANGER
TOWARD THE AMERICANS WHO ARE THERE

WHN MIGHT BE LEAVING. WE'VE HAD A PRETTY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP FOR
A LONG TIME WITH THOSE PEUPLE AND I JUST DOUGN'T THINK THAT THAT'S

PART OF THE PROBLEM BUT WE CAN SEE IF WE CAN FIND OUT FOR YOU
WHAT KIND NF SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS MIGHT EXIST.

D: HOW MANY MAC, CHARTERED FLIGHTS DO YDU HAVE DAILY FROM
STAGON? ’ :

A: I JUST DON'T HAVE THAT FIGURE.

0: ['D LIKE TO FIND DOUT HOW YOU CAN OUTFIT A NEW ARVN DIVISION
FOR %$36 MILLIDN WHILE 1T COSTS AT LEAST THREE TIMES THAT MUCH TD

OUTFIT AN AMERICAN DIVISION.
A 1T VARIES FROM ONE DIVISION TO ANOTHER EVEN WITHIN THE

AMERICAN ARMY, AN ARMORED DIVISION'S COST COMPARED TO A LIGHT
INFANTRY DIVISION WOULD NOT BE COMPARABLE. -

BT
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SECTION &4 0OF 4
0: WOULD YOQU SAY THESE DIVISIONS ARE LESS WELL EQUIPPED
AND SHMALLER, AS FAR AS INVENTORY GOES, THAN A U.S. DIVISION?
At WE'LL JUST HAVE TO SEF WHAT KIND 0OF EFQUIPMENT IS PROVIDED
70 THE DIVISIONS THAT wWOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE 70O CONSTITUTE THATY
KIND OF A SAVING,
Q: IF THIS 1S BEING DONE ON AN AUSTERF KBASIS THEN WE SHOULD
SAY SO OTHERWISE YOU'LL BE ASKED BY CONGRESS ONE OF THESE
DAYS WHY WE CAN'T EOUIP OUR DNDIVISIONS FOR $36 MILLIDN.
A: 1'M CERTAIN THAT THE KIND OF EQUIPMENT AND THE MISSION
F THE YeS. AND ARVN DIVISIONS ARE JUST NOT COMPARABLE AT ALL.

.BUT WE'LL CHECK AND SEE WHAT WE CAN TURN UP ON THAT,

BT
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WEEKLY NEWSGRAM FROM CHINFO (NAVY " NALLRELATIONS ACTIVITY) “Tn
(16=75)
7 THIS NEWSGRAM CONTAINS NAVY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST WEEKSZ
€ /He INFORMATION IS INTENDED FOR DISSEMINATION TO ALL HANDS. -

A. DDERATION “EAGLE PULL™M DRAWS :PRATSE. - NAVY AND MARINE o
e CORPS PARTICIPATION IN LAST WEEK'S EVACUATION OF CIVILIANS FROM —
PHNDM PENH, CAMBODIA, AN OPERATION CALLED "EAGLE PULL," HAS DORAWN
"HIGH PRAISE FROM SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT,DOD AND NAVY OFFICIALS.
€ USS HANCOCK (CVA=-19), USS OKINAWA (LPH-3), USS VANCOUVER (LPD=2),
USS PEDORIA (LST-1183), USS THOMASTON (LSD-28)}, USS H.3. WILSON
{DDG-7}), USS RAMSEY (DEG-2), USS MEYERKORD (DE-1858), AND USS EDSON
(DD-946) COMPRISED THE EVACUATIMN TASK FORCE SUPPORTING THE AIRLIFT
MF 275 PERSONS INCLUDING 82 AMERICANS FROM THE CAMBDDIAN CAPITAL.
FOURTEEN MARINE HELICOPTERS FROM USS HANCOCK, 12 FRDM USS OKINAWA,
- AND 12 AIR FORCE HELOS ACCOMPLISHED THE EVACUATION AFTER U.S.
PAGE 42 RUENAAA3T@8 UNCLAS
MARINES HAD SECURED THE LANDING AREA IN PHNOM PENH. ALL EVACUEES,
INCLUDING U.S. AMBASSADOR JOHN GUNTHER DEAN AND ACTING CAMBODIAN
PRESIDENT SAU KAM KHOY, WERE TAKEN TO USS OKINAWA FMR EVENTUAL AIR
TRANSFER TO UTAPAO, THATLAND. THERE WERE NO AMFRICAN CASUALTIES IN

@ THE APPROXIMATELY TWO AND ONE-HALF HOUR EVACUATIDN OPERATION,

COMMENTING ON THE OPERATION, SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER
NOTED THAT "IT WAS CARRIED OUT WITH GREAT SKILL, AND IN A MANNER
e THAT REFLECTS THE HIGHEST CREDIT ON ALL OF THOSE AMERICAN SERVICEMEN
WHO PARTICIPATED."
B. NAVY ASSISTS EMPLOYEES RETURNING FROM DAO SAIGON, THE NAvVY

4 @ HES ESTABLISHED PROCESGSING CENTERS AT TRAVIS AFB CA AND 'PHILADELPHIA,

PA TO ASSIST NAVY AND DEFENSE EMPLOYEES RETURNED TO CONUS BECAUSE OF
REDUCTION IN FORCE AT THE U.S. DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE [(DAG), SAIGON.

) THUS FAR, ALMOST 20¢ EMPLOYEES HAVE BEEN PROCESSED THROUGH THE TWO

A imtail v e . s 2

. CENTERS. THE NAVY REGIONAL OFFICES OF CIVILIAN MANPOWER MANAGEMENT
< IN SAN FRANCISCO AND PHILADELPHIA MANAGE THE CENTERS, WHICH ARE
® STAFFED WITH SPECIALISTS FROM LOGCAL NAVY AND OTHER DOD ACTIVITIES.
MANY ., BUT NOT ALL, DAO EMPLOYEES. HAVE RETURN RIGHTS TO DEFENSE
ACTIVITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. THE PROCESSING CENTERS MAKE TAD
e ASSIGNMENTS TO CONUS ACTIVITIES DURING THE RIF NOTICE PERIOD,
PAGE ©3 RUENAAA3748 UNCLAS .
ARRANGE FOR PAY AND TRANSPORTATION, AND PROVIDE PERSONAL COUNSELING
AND ASSISTANCE. NAVY AND DOD ACTIVITIES IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY

e AREA HAVE CONTRIBUTED ASSISTANCE TO THE TRAVIS AFSB PROCESSING CENTER.,
C. NEW UNIFORM CHANGES ANNOUNCED. A VARIETY OF CHANGES TO
THE MALE OFFICER AND ENLISTED UNIFORMS WERE APPROVED LAST WEEK BY
® THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIUNS. THE CHANGES ARE THF RESULT OF AN
® l? D.Z 33U ‘33
o .
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JAS THREE_HDURS AFTER THE LAST AIRDROP,

-CREDIBJILITY WAS GIVEN TO THAT UNDER THOSE CONFUSED CIRCUM

A: T CAN'T HELP ON THAT, I JUST DON'T KNOW. I AM TOLD
THERE WAS A BROADCAST IN THE MORNING THAT CAME QUT OF PHND
PENH THAT REFERRED TO A CAPITULATION, BUT EXACTLY HOW MUC

STANCES, 1 DON'T KNOMW.

Q: WAS THAT ON THE 18TH OF APRIL, CAMBODIA TIME?

A: ND, IT WAS THE 17TH, CAMBODIA TIME,

0: HAS THERE BEEN ANY CHANGE AT ALL IN THE ALERT STATUS’
MARINES ON OKINAWA OR HAVE ANY MOVED TO THE PHILIPPINES, OR
PAGE & RUEKJCS 4367 UNCLAS
MORE ON SHIPS? HAS THFRE BFEN ANY MOVEMENT AT ALL 0OF THE MARINE

A: THE MARINES IN THAT ARFA ARE ESSENTIALLY IN THE SAME PLACES
THEY WERE YESTERDAY. [ BFELIEVE THERFE WFRE TW(O MARINE SECURITY -
NETACHMENTS PUT ABOARD TWU USNS VESSELS -- THE GREENVILLE VICTORYv
AND THE KIMBRO AND THOSE -ARE OFF THE COAST OF VIETNAM, YOU- REMEM-‘-
BER WE USED THOSE TO EVACUATE REFUGEES FROM THE CDAST BEFORE. .

Q: WEREN'T THEY TAKEN OFF?

A: YOI SEE ONE OF THE GREAT ADVANTAGES DOF MARINES IS THAT
THEYYRE MOBILE, YOU CAN MOVE THEM AROUND.

Q: WHEN WERE THEY PUT ON? APPARENTLY THEY'RE GETTING READY
FOR ANODTHER EVACUATION. '

A: WITHIN THE LAST DAY DR SO.

0: WHERE WERE THEY TAKEN FROM?

A: I BELIEVE THEY WERE TAKEN FROM THE SUBIC AREA WHICH IS
WHERE THE REST OF THE MARINES ARE.

Q: THEY WERE PART OF THE DETACHMENT THERE -~ THE 74# THAT
CAME DOWN FROM OKINAWA OR THE 1540 THAT WERE BRQUGHT DOWN LATER?
A: I DON'T KNOW IF IT WOULD BE RELEVANT T(Q TRACE THEM LIKE
THAT BECAUSE THEY'RE ALL CAPABLE OF PERFORMING THE SAMF TYPE

OF MISSIONS.,

BT
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SECTION &4 OF 5

Q: IT'S NOT A NEW GROUP FROM OKINAWA?

At NO.

Q: HOW MANY?

A: THE LAST TIME T THINK WE SAID THE DETACHMENT WOULD BE 49
NR 50 OR SOMEWHERE IN THAT ARFA. I ASSUME IT'S SIMILAR TO THAT.

Q: ARE THESE SHIPS STANDING OFF THE CODAST OF YIETNAM?

A: MO, I DON'T KNOW THAT THEY'RE STANDING OFF, BUT THEY!'RE
NPERATING OFF THE COAST.

Q¢ WE'RE NOT HAULING REFUGEES OUT OF THERE ANYMDORE, ARE WE?

A NOT NOW.

Q: WHY WERE THE MARINES PUT BACK DN IT THEN? THEY WERE DRIG-
TNALLY PUT THERE TO MAINTAIN ORDER AMONG REFUGEES?

A: SURE, AS YOU KNOW, PHAN RANG HAS, WITHIN THE LAST DAY
0R SO, APPARENTLY BEEN TAKEK QOVER 8Y THE NORTH VIETMAMESE
PAGE 2 RUFKJCS 4368 UNCLAS i
FORCES IN THAT AREA AND WHETHER THERE ARE SOME REFUGEES TO BE
EVACUATED FROM THAT COAST DOWN TO THE SAIGON AREA, I DON'T
KMOW. I SUSPECT THAT I'S A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE JUST ON THESE
TWO SHIPS, .

Q@: ARE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE SITLL MOVING PEOPLE 0OUT OF PHU
ouoC?

A: I THINK THE MOVEMENT DOWN TO PHU QUOC THAT OUR SHIPS
HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN WAS ENDED SEVERAL DAY.S AGO. THEY BFF-
LOADED ALL OF THOSE PEDRPLE THAT WERE GOING TO PHU QUOC., WHETHER
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARE DOING SONE MOVEMENT WITH THEIR OWN
SHIPS, I JUST DON'T KNOW.

Q: DD WE HAVE ANY SHORE-BASED PERSONNEL AT VUNG TAU?

A: YOU MEAN MARINES OR PEQOPLE LIKE THAT?

0: MARINES OR NAVY PEQPLE ASHORE..

A: I DOUBT IT VERY MUCH, WE CAN CHECK AND SEE. I THINK WE
HAVE NO ONE ASHORE THERE,

Q: DID THE ENTERPRISE JUST PICK UP EQUIPMENT OR PEOPLE IN
MANTLA?

. A: WE'LL SEF WHAT WE CAN GET FOR YOU ON THE ENTERPRISE. I
DON'T THINK THAT SHE DID, BUY WE'LL CHECK AND SEE.
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4368 UNCLAS

O: I'D LIKE AN EXPLANATION OF WHY SHE SAILED SO SOON.

A: YOU KNOW TO ANSWER THAT YOU'VE GOT TO COVER WHAT SHE'S
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NOING NOW AND WHAT THEMANS ARE FOR HER AND WE WON'T BE ABLE

TO DD THAT, AS USuAlL.

Q: YWHAT 1S THE STATUS OF THE EVACUATION? HOW MANY DID NE'
GET OFF AND HOW MANY ARE STILL THERE?

A: ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT FROM VIETNAM?

0: YES.

A: YOU SHDULD ASK THE STATE DEPARTMENT ABOUT THAT. A YWORK-
ING FIGURFE HAS BEEN ABOUT 4,000, WHAT THE NUMBER NOW 1S, I
DON'T KNOW,

0: SEVERAL DAYS AGO 1 ASKED FDOR A DEFINITION OF 'MINIMAL
NUMBER?' OF AMERICANS IN SOUTH VIETNAM, DO YOIy HAVE AN ANSWER
ON THAT?

A: MO, BUT IF THERE WERE TO BE AN ANSWER OMN THAT, STATE
DEPARTHMENT WOULD HAVE TO PROVIDE IT,NOT US,

0: DO YOU HAVE ANY EVIDENCE 0OF MASSACRE BY THE NORTH VIET-
NAMESE OF PEOPLE WHO WERE FRIENDLY 0OR WORKED WITH AMERICANS
IN AREAS ALREADY TAKEN OVER BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE?

A: THERE HAVE BEEN A NUMBER OF MESSAGES ON THAT. 1 HAVE
PAGE & RUEKJCS 4368 UNCLAS :

NOT SEEN THE DETAILS MYSELF. THERE HAVE BEEM REPORTS OF A

MUMBER OQF INCIDENTS WHICH DO INDICATE THAT THBBE NORTH
YIETNAMESE AND VIET CONG FORCES THAT HAVE MOVED INTO THOSE AREAS
HAVE CARRIED OQUT SOME APPARENTLY BLOONDY REPRISALS. WE''LL SEE

IF THERE IS ANYTHING WE CAN GET YOU .

N0: DO YOU HAVE ANY FIGURES ON PEQPLE INVOLVED? i

A: NO, I HAVE NOT SEEN THE DETAILS BUT AM AWARE OF THE
REPORTS AND WE''LL SEF WHAT WE CAN GFT TO GIVF TO YOU. 1
DON'T PERSONALLY KNOW WHAT NUMBERS ARE INVOLVED.

Q: DO YOU HAVE THE AREAS INVOLVED?

A: I DON'T KNOW IF ANY OF THESE REPORTS ARE CONFIRMED.

SOME OF THEM ARE FROM PRETTY RELIABLE .SOURCES. I DON'T KNOW
THE AREAS. BUT WE WILL TRY TO PROVIDE WHATEVER KIND OF SPECIFIC
NETATLS ARE AVAILABLE.,

Q: ARE ANY SOUTH VIETNAMESE BUSINESSMEN TRAVELING BACK AND
FORTH BETWEEN'SAIGON AND DANANG? IS THERE ANY CONTACT BETWEEN
THE COMMERCIAL CONTACTS?

A: I THINK YOU WOULD WANT TO ASK STATE ARNUT THAT,

Q: HOW MANY NVA DIVISIONS ARE NOW IN THE SOUTH?

A: THE LATEST FIGURE THAT | HAVE SHOWS THAT THERE ARE STILL
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4368 UNCLAS -

23 NORTH VIETNAMESE DIVISIONS 0DOUT OF THE 22 THAT THEY HAVE., WHAT
WE'VE SEEN IS A MOVEMENT SOUTHWARD OF THE ONES ALREADY IN SOUTH
VIETNAM.

Q: IS THIS IN THE LAST FEW DAYS?

A: T'WE JUST GIVEN YOU TWO THIS MORNING THAT WE KNOW
ARE IN MR []. THERE HAVE BEEN INDICATINONS FOR SOMF DAYS
THAT SOME UNITS HAVE BEEN MOVING SOUTHWARD.

Q: HAVE ELEMENTS OF THE TWO REMAINING NVN DIVISIONS MOVED
SOUTHWARD?

A: 1 DON'T HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT SUBJECT THAT T CAN DISCUSS
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WITH YOU RIGHT NOW.

PART 11t QUERIES OF SIGNIFICANCE:

O: WHAT BECOMES OF THE $6 MILLION IN UNDELIVERED MILITARY
MATERIEL FOR CAMRODIA? -

A: THE OEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE IS DETERMINING WHETHER THE
$6 MILLION REMAINING IS ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE FUNDED CAMBODIA
MAP PROGRAM (R TO THE SPECIAL DRAWDDWN AUTHORITY. ONCE THIS
IS DETERMINED, APPROPRIATE DISPOSITION OF THE MATERIEL WILL
BE MADE.

Q: HOW MUCH MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (MAP) WAS ALLOTTED
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4368 UNCLAS
TO CAMBONIA THIS YFAR?

A: CONGRESS PLACED A $2010 MILLION STATUTORY CEILING ON THE
CAMBODIA MAP PROGRAM AND ALSD GRANTED $75 MILLION IN SPECIAL
DRAWDOWN AUTHORITY.

Q: CAN YOU PROVIDE A SUMMARY 0OF MAP FUNDS PROGRAMMED AND
DELIVERED TQ CAMBONIA,

A: DURING FY 1950-75, $1.264 BILLION WAS PROGRAMMED FOR
THE CAMBODIA MAP PROGRAM, OF THIS, B1.258 BILLION HAS BFEN
DELIVERFD.

‘0: HGO MANY CAMBODIAN AND SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY STUDENTS
UNDERGOING TRAINING IN U.S.?

A: APPROXIMATELY 220 CAMBONIANS AND 256 SOUTH VIETNAMESE AS
OF 3 APRIL.

Q: HAS AIRDROP BEEN SUSPENDED?

A: YES.

Q: WHEN WAS THE LAST AIRDROP AT PHNOM PENH?

© A: THE LAST AIRDROP INTO PHNOM PENH WAS RICE. IT OCCURRED
SHORTLY AFTER 14 A.M, LOCAL TIME (11 P.M. EDT}.

Q: WHEN WAS THE LAST ATIRDROP IN CAMBODIA?

A: THE LAST AIRDROP IN CAMBODIA OCCURRED AT 3:39 P.M, LOCAL
8T
#4368
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@ TIMES (4:36 A.M., EDT) AT KOMPONG CHNANG.

b Q: WHEN DOES THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE PLAN TO WITHDRAW U.S.
FORCES FROM THAITLAND?

e At THIS MATTER IS A SUBJECT OF CONTINUING DISCUSSIONS

g BETWEEN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THAILAND.
THE DETAILS HAVE NOT YET BEEN FINALIZED,

. 0: WHAT'S THE HANCOCK DOING IN SINGAPORE?
& A: PORT VIST/LIBERTY.
— 0: IS-THE HANCOCK DUF 70 RETURN T0O U,S. FOR RETIREMENT?
- Ay AS PREVIOUSLY ANNQOUNCED BY THE NAVY, THFE HANCOCK 1S DUF

FOR IHACTIVATION SOMETIME IN FY '76. HANCOCK IS ON ITS LAST
WESTPAC DEPLOYMENT. _ S
Q: ARE THE MARINES STILL ABOARD THE HANCOCK? OKINAWA?
IF NOT WHERE ARE THEY?
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4369 UNCLAS .
o A: THE NARINE HELO DETACHMENT IS STILL ABOARD THE HANCOCK,
MARINES ASSIGNED TO THE OKINAWA ARE IN “SUBIC BAY.
Q: WHERE ARE THE DURHAM AND THE FREDERICK?
A:BOTH SHIPS ARE IN HONG KONG. ’
" Q: WHERE ARE THE RFEST OF THE SHIPS THAT WERE WITH THE
OKINAWA IN THE GULF OF SISM? .
A: IN PORT SUBIC BAY. '
O: WHERE IS THE 1588 MAN BN. OF MARINES WHICH DEPARTED
SUBIC LAST WEEK?

: A .
EL A T SEA

Q: CAN WE HAVE A COMPLETE RUNDOWN ON THE NUMBER AND TYPES
OF SHIPS AT SUBIC?

A: ATRCRAFT CARRIERS: 1/DESTROYERSS 13/CRUISERS: 1/REPLENISH-
MENT: 9/AMPHIBIOUS: 5

Q: ES THERE A SIZABLE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF SOVIET SHIPS
IN THE INDIAN OCEAN? ' '

A: ND, THE SOVIETS HAVE MAINTAINED ABOUT 2¥ SHIPS IN THE
INDIAN OCEAN FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. THE BULK OF THESE SHIPS ARE
SUPPORT OR AUXILIARY SHIPS,

€ Q: HOW MANY SOVIET SHIPS WORLDWIDE ARE INVOLVED IN THE
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4369 UNCLAS
& CURRENT EXERCISE?
A: UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME.
° 19230195
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WHEN DID TASS ANNOUNCE THIS EXERCISE?
APRIL 14, 1975. ) - e
WHAT 1S THE SOVIET NAME FOR THIS EXERCISE?
SPRING EXERCISE.
HOW MANY DESERTERS AT LARGE IN VIETNAM? .
: AS OF DECEMBER 1973 THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HAD
EVIDENCFE OF ONLY 5 U.S. MILITARY DESERTERS IN SOUTH VIETNAM,
0: ANY NOW SHOWING UP IN VIETNAN?
A: ND REPORTS OF ANY,
Q: WIHAT HAPPENS TO THEM IF THEY DO SHOW UP?
A: THEY WOULD BE ASSISTED IN EVACUATION AND BE SUBJECT 70O
ARREST AND PROSECUTIOM FOR THE ABSENTEE OFFENSE.
BT
#4369
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REFUGEE LIFT
1o YD CARRIED OUT THF DESANMNDING NUITIFS AMD RESPANSIHKILITIFS

NF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE REFUGEFE RELDCATIGN UNDFR THE MOST TRYING
CIRCUMSTANCESR, YOUR ACTIHNS HFLPFN SAVF

COUNTLESS THMNUSANDST Al NF YA CanN TokF

GREAT BRIDE IN THIS TRULY AIMANITAR]T &N EFFORT, (IMPRECEDENTED IN
RFCENT TI#ES. WELL DONE AND THANKS, ADMIRAL WOEL GAYLFR, COMMANDER
In CHIEF PACIFIC
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FROM OASD/PA
FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS DFFICERS

.ﬂ SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING
PART 1: DOD MORMING NEWS BRIEFING BY MGEN SIDLE, DASD/PA
TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 1975, 11:15 A.M,
e 15 ON THE HILL: 1 KNOW OF NO PREPARED STATEMENTS FOR ANY
DOD REPRESENTATIVES. WE DO HAVE MR, ABRAMOWITZ, THE DEPUTY
€ ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (ISA) APPEARING AT 10:4¥ O'CLOCK

TODAY IN OPEN SESSION OF THE HOUSE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE ON
AID TO VIETNAM, HE DOES NOT HAVE A STATEMENT.

LGEN HOWARD FISH, DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE SECURITY ASSISTANCE
AGENCY, WILL ADDRESS THE AFROSPACE INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION THIS
AFTERNOON IN SAN DIEGO. WE WILL HAVE ADVANCE COPIES OF HIS TEXT.
- 2. WE'VE GOT A COUPLE OF MEMOS FOR YOU IN YOUR PACKAGE:

e PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4651 UNCLAS
ONE CONCERNING THE PROPOSED LETTER OF OFFER TO SAUDI ARABIA
g FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN AND SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION OF
* AN AIR FORCE ACADEMY IN SAUDI ARABIA. THE INITIAL PHASE. WHICH
IS WHAT THIS IS TALKING ABOUT, WILL BE LESS THAN $25 MILLION,
@ BUT WE HAVE NOTIFIED THE CONGRESS ANYWAY SINCE IT WILL COST
© MORE THAN $25 MILLION BEFORE WE'RE THROUGH.
3. MR. CALLAWAY ANNOUNCES TODAY THAT HE HAS ESTABLISHED
@ D TASK FORCE ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF CIVILIAN WOMEN AND THE
PURPOSE OF THIS TASK FORCE 1S TO EVALUATE AND DEVELOP PLANS.
TO IMPLENENT RECOMMENDATIONS ON ANOTHER STUDY WHICH WAS COK~
@ PLETED A LITTLE WHILE AGD ON THE USE OF CIVILIAN WOMEN EM-
PLOYEES WITHIN THE ARNY AND OF COURSE THE GOAL IS TO HAVE
MORE, AND GIVE THEM A BETTER CAREER PROGRAM.
Q HOW MANY MARINES HAVE BEEN MOVED OUT OF. OKINAWA; WHERE
Q@ [ HAVE THEY GONE AND WHAT'S THE MARINE COMPLEMENT NOW?
A: LET'S FIRST GET ONE RULE STRAIGHT HERE, I'M NOT GOING
| TO DISCUSS TROOP MOVEMENTS OTHER THAN THOSE THAT YOU'RE
@ ) EAMILIAR WITH.
0: HOW ABOUT COMPLETED TROOP MOVEMEHTS?
p A: IN SOME CASES WE CAN DISCUSS THE COMPLETED ONES. THE
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4651 UNCLAS
PRESIDENT AS YOU KNOW LAST NIGHT CONSIRMED AND I BELIEVE HIS
@\ 'NTERROGATORS ALSO MENTIONED THE SIZE == IT WAS A BATTALION
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r\MOVINGX FROM HAWAII TO THE PACIFIC AND, AS HE SAID, TO TAKE

UP THE SLACK. THESE PEOPLE ARE GDING OUT AS A PRUDENT PRE-
CAUTIONARY MEASURE JUST IN CASE THEY'RE NEEDED. THEY' HAVE NO
SPECIFIC MISSION AT THIS TIME. AS FAR AS TROOPS LEAVING ,
OKINAWA ARE CONCERNED, THERE ARE NONE AND AS FAR AS FUTURE -+
PLANS ARE CONCERNED, AS YOU KNOW WE HAVE MANY CONTINGENCIES AND
WE DON'T HAVE ANY SPECIFIC PLANS AT THIS TIME. WE'RE GOING TO
WAIT AND SEE HOW THE SITUATION TURNS DUT. I SHOULDN'T SAY WE
DON'T HAVE ANY SPECIFIC PLANS, WE HAVE MANY SPECIFIC PLANS BUT
NONE ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED.

O: WHEN YOU SAY NONE HAVE LEFT OKINAWA . . . .

A: OTHER THAN THEONES WE'VE ALREADY ANNOUNCED. NO APDITIONAL
MARINES HAVE LEFT WITHIN THE LAST DAY. I THINK THAT'S WHAT WE'RE
TALKING ABOUT.

0: ARE ANY BEING ORDERED ABOARD AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS?

A: NO, NOT AT THIS TIME. I'M NOT SAYING IT WON'T HAPPEN.

0: HOW ABOUT THE TOTAL NUMBER OF MARINES ON BOARD SHIPS
IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA?

PAGE & RUEKJCS 4651 UNCLAS

A: WE'RE STILL AT ABOUT THE 4,888 LEVEL. I1'M TALKING
COMBAT MARINES. I'M NOT TALKING HELICOPTER MECHANICS AND THE
STATION COMPLEMENTS SO TO SPEAK.

Q: THE AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS THAT LEFT A COUPLE OF WEEKS AGO,
STOPPED AT OKINAWA, IS THAT CORRECT?

A: THEY WE E BRIEFLY THERE, AND ARE NOW DOWN IN THE SOUTH
CHINA SEA AREA.

O: THEY DIDN'T TAKE ON MARINES IN OKINAWA? \)

Ai MY INFORMATION 15 1NO. 1 S 'JHQA’

0: THAT'S DIFFERENT FROM INFORMATION THAT WAS AVAILABLE(!?V
HERE YESTERDAY. .

A: LET ME TFAKE THE QUESTION, BUT I'M QUITE SURE ['M RIGHT
ON THIS. : .

Q: CAN I COME BACK TO THIS PUOINT, YOUR ORIGINAL STATEMENT
THAT YOU WILL NOT DISCUSS TROOP MOVEMENTS? I THIMK WE ARE
NOT ENGAGED IN WAR, HENCE THE PURPOSE OF ANY TROOP MOVEMENTS
IS CONNECTED WITH A HUMANITARIAN MISSION. I WOULD LIKE YOU
TO EXPLAIN TO US, TO OUR READERS, WHY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT
REFUSES TO DISCUSS TROOP MOVEMENTS?

A: WE DO THE BEST WE CAN TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF ANYONE
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4651 UNCLAS
WITH WHOME WE ARE GOING TO TAKE HUMANITARIAN ACTIONS, SUCH AS
AN EVACUATION, AS WE TALKED ABOUT IN THE PHNOM PENH AFFAILR.
THERE'S JUST NO POINT IN GIVING THE GUY WHO MIGHT BE SHOOT ING
AT SOMEBODY YOU'RE TRYING TO HELP ANY INFORMATION THAT WOULD
BE HELPFUL TO HIM AT SUCH A TIME. OBVIOUSLY, SOME OF THE [NFOR=-
MATION GETS OUT AND WE'RE WILLING TO CONFIRM IT IN MOST CASES,
BUT QUR FEELING 1S THE LESS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE KNOW ABOUT
WHAT WE'RE DOING, THE BETTER OFF EVERYBODY IS.

: THAT'S A MARVELOUS QUOTE. 'THE LESS THE NORTH VIETMAMESE
KNOW WHAT WE ARE ABOUT, THE BETTER. o o !
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" WESTERN PACIFIC?

"BE MORE THAN THAT?

A: WHAT WE'RE DOING THE BETTER, YES, OR ANY OTHER POTENTIAL
INTERFERER WITH SOMETHING THAT WE MAY DECIDE TO DO. -
Q: WHERE ARE THE MARINES FROM HAWALII GOING? .

A: TO THE WESTERN PACIFIC. -
Q: INCLUDING THOSE MARINES, HOW MANY WILL WE HAVE IN THE

A: I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION, I DON'T KNOW THE FIGURE, IT'LL

Q: YOU SAY WE ALREADY HAVE 4,304 THERE.
A: YOU SAID WESTERN PACIFIC, THAT INCLUDES OKINAWA,
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O: IN THE WATERS ARQUND, BETWEEN THFE PHILIPPINES AND. « . &
A: THAT'S STILL IN THE 4,008 BRACKET.
Q: SO YOU'RE SAYING THESE PEOPLE ARE NOT GOING TO THAT AREA?
A: I'™M NOT SAYING WHERE THEY'RE GOING, THAT'S WHAT J'M

SAYING.

0: CAN YOU TELL US HOW MANY TROOPS ARE INVOLVED IN THIS . ,
MOVEMENT FROM HAWAII: IS THAT 15882 @gfd
At THAT'S HIGH. IT'S A BATTALION. YOU KNOW BATTALIONS RUN AN
BETWEEN 800 AND 1,948 OR SO. 58*”(
O: YOU'RE NOT RULING OUT THE POSSIBILITY THIS BATTALION'S

GOING TO WIND UP IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, ARE YOU?
Az I'M REALLY NOT RULING OUT ANY POSSIBILITY,, BUT WE'RE
NOT GOING TO SAY WHERE THEY'RE GOING.
Q: IF THEY'RE GOING TO !'BEEF-UP' WHAT ARE THEY GOING TO'
'BEEF-UP'? .
A: WELL WE HAVE THE FORCES IN OKINAWAj; THEY. ARE AVAILABLE
TO BE BEEFED-UP. WE'VE FROM TIME-TO-TIME STATIONED TROOPS IN
A NUMBER OF PLACES OUT THERE.: '
HERE AGAIN WE SEE NO POINT IN REVIEWING THIS AT THIS TIME.
Q: THEY'RE NOT GOING TO SUBIC ARE THEY? .
BT
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NNNN
IN 16658/112/75 /ACK

e et gt e

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

a.

PATUZYUW RUEKJCS4652 1122244-UUUU~-RUEDFIA,

ZNR UUUUU
RUCLBFA T CDR 1ST CAVALRY DIV FORT HOOD TX v .
RUCLBFA T CDR 2ND ARMORED DIV FORT HOOD TX -
RUCLBEA T CDR IIl1 CDRPS FORT HOOD TX
P 2222347 APR 75 INZ1
FM SECDEF WASH DC
TO AIG 8799
AIG 8798
BT
UNCLAS 8905
ECTION 2 OF &

A: I'M NOT SAYING WHERE THEY'RE GOING.

O: DID THEY GO BY COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT, SOME OF THEM?

A: THERE WERE SOMF CHARTER AIRCRAFT.

Q: WHY DID YOU HAVE TO TURN TO CHARTER AIRCRAFT?

A: I THINK IT WAS DONE REALLY FOR ECONDMIC REASONS, 1
DON'T KNOW. I'LL TAKE YDUR QUESTION.

Q: I ASKED THAT, ARE YOU SHORT ON AIRLIFT CAPACITY NOW TO
TAKE PEOPLE DUT OF SAIGON?

A: NOT AT THE PRESENT TIME, .

Q: THAT?'*S THE STORY OUT OF SAIGON TODAY. THERE'S A BIG
BACKLOG OF PEODPLE.,

A: LET ME REMIND YOU THAT WE HAVE IN OUR INVENTORY SOME
247 C-141S3 I DON'T REMEMBER THE FIGURE 0N 13945 —-- IT'S
BIGGER THAN THAT. SO MAYBE WE'RE SHORT AT ONE PARTICULAR TIME,
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4652 UNCLAS .

BUT | CAN'T SEE HOW WE WOULD BE SHORT OVERALL. IN ADDITION,
WE HAVE A GREAT NUMBER OF CHARTERS AVAILABLE. WE'VE BEEN USING
CHARTER PLANES FDOR A LONG TIME. :

Q: THERE WAS A C-13@ THAT WAS FIRED-UPON FROM TAN SON NHUT. . .

A: IT WAS REPORTEDLY FIREDUPON,

D: THE PENTAGON HAS THE REPORT THAT IT WAS FIRE PPON.

At WHEN YOU READ THE REPORT, YOU'RE NOT AT ALL SURE THEY
WERE FIRED UPON ORNOT., - :

0: FROM WHAT WAS BELIEVED TO BE A 57 MM. + +» . N

A: WHEN YOU READ THE REPORT YOU'RE NOT AT ALL SURE THEY WERE
FIRED UPON. I'M NOT CONFIRMING THAT STORY. THE PILOT REPORTED
THE POSSIBILITY THAT HE WAS FIRED UPON. AT THIS TIME IT'S VERY
HARD TO TELL, WHETHER HE WAS OR NOT.

Q: JUST WHAT WAS HE CARRYING DO YOU KNOW? EVACUEES?

A: I'LL HAVE TO CHECK THAT. I DIDN'T GET THAT PART. LET ME
TAKE THE QUESTIONS ON THAT,

O: THIS WAS A MILITARY PILOT?

A: THIS WAS A MILITARY PILOT. !

0: REPORTEDLY FIRED UPON BY WHAT?

A: BY SOMETHING ON HIS WAY IN OR OUT OF TAN SON NHUT.
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Q: MISSILE OR WHAT? :
A: NO, IT WASN'T MISSILE. IT WAS SOME KIND DOF SMALL ARMS

r
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OR PERHAPS SOME KIND OF ANTIAIRCRAFT WEAPOM, BUT NDT A MISSILE.

D: BUT HE WASN'T HIT, .

A: HE WAS NOT HIT, IN ANY CASE, THAT'S RIGHT. WE'RE STILL
CHECKING ON THIS IKE (PAPPAS). THE THING IS STILL PRETTY HAZY,
AT THE MOMENT.

Q0: ON THE MIDWAY, HAVF THEY PUT ADDITINNAL HELICOPTERS ON
THE MIDWAY FOR THE EVACUATION? g

A: I'LL TAKE THAT. WE PUT A FEW EXTRA DN ONE OF THEM,

Q: HOW MUCH OF A THREAT ARE THS SA-7S AND SA-2S NOW AT TAN
SON NHUT? DO WE KNOW?

A: RIGHT NOW THERE'S NOT MUCH OF A THREAT. THE SITUATION
ON THE-SA-2S IS A LITTLE HAZY, I WOULD REMIND YOU HOWEVER,
THAT FOR THEM TO BE EFFECTIVE OVER TAN SDN NHUT THEY HAVE TO
BE WITHIN ABOUT 24 MILFS. THEY CAN!'T SHOOT FROM PHUC BINH INTD
TAN SON NHUT, THEY DON'T HAVFE THAT CAPABILITY. THE SA~-7 PICTURE
IS EVEN MDRE HAZY. AGAIN, THAT'S, AS YOU KNOW, A RELATIVELY
SHORT RANGE WEAPON SO THEY'D HAVE TO BE CLOSE, I DON'T WANT
TO SAY THERE'S NO CHANCE OF IT HAPPENING BECAUSE YOU KNOW
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 45652 UNCLAS
THEY COULD ALWAYS SNFAK IN AND POP OFF A COUPLE, BUT AS FAR
AS BEING CLOSE ENOUGH FOR EITHER ONE TODAY, I'D SAY THE ANSWER
TO THAT HAS TO BE NO, IN GENERAL TERMS, ‘

Q: BUT IS IT NOT CORRECT THAT TECHNICALLY THE SAM-T7S SEEM
TO BE WITHIN RANGE OF TAN SON NHUT NOW?

A: 1'D SAY TECHNICALLY, NO, I'D SAY THAT AGAIN FROM A PRAC-
TICAL STANDPOINT AFTER ALL THEY HAVE IN THE PAST SNEAKED IN ON
TON SON NHUT A NUMBER OF TIMES WITH A NUMBER OF KINDS OF
WEAPONS BUT THEYREALLY AREN'T THAT CLOSE FOR THE SA~T7.

O: 1'N NOT TALKING ABDUT THE SA-7, I'M SORRY IF I DID, 1 .
MEAN THE SAM=2, IS5 TECHNICALLY WITHIN RANGE OF TAN SON NHUT, MAY-
BE NOT WITHIN EFFECTIVF, PRACTICAL RANGE BUT THEY'RE WITHIN
RANGE.

A: I'M THINKING MORE ABOUT EFFECTIVE, PRACTICAL, I GUESS
TECHNICALLY YDU'D HAVE TO SAY THEY MUST BE SOMEPLACE IN THE
PERIPHERY WHERE THEY COULD SET THEM UP IF THFY HAPPEN TO FIND
OUT WHERE IT WAS, ETC. THAT'S A HARD QUESTION, THAT'S PRETTY
THEORETICAL.

Q: HOW CLOSE ARE THEY NOW? .

A: I'VE ALREADY ANSWFRED THE OQUESTION, OUR OPINION IS AS

AGE S5 RUEKJCS 4652 UNCLAS '
OF TODAY, THEY'RE NOT CLOSE ENOUGH.

Q: HOW MANY SHIPS ARE IN PHIBRON V? .

A: WE WERE TALKING ABOUT THAT JUST BEFORE I CAME IN, IT'S
EITHER FIVE OR SEVEN. LET ME TAKE THAT. ,

0: IF SOME EMERGENCY AROSE THAT NECESSITATED THF IMMEDIATE
EVACUATION OF ALL AMERICANS FROM SOUTH VIFETNAM, ARE THE FORCES
AVATLABLE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA NOW ADEQUATE TO GET THEM ALL
OUT SAFELY? )

A: CERTAINLY THERE'S ENDUGH LIFT, IF THAT'S YOUR QUESTION.

Q: NO, THAT'S NOT MY QUESTION,

L e
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A: THAT'S JUST TOO THEORETICAL, [T wOULD DEPEND ENTIRELY
ON THE SITUATION. THERE'S NO POINT IN GETTING INTO A DISCUS-
SION OF THE UMPTEEN DIFFERENT POSSIBILITIES THAT COULD OCCUR.
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES THEY!RE ABSOLUTELY ENOUGH; IN * |

OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES THEY'RE PROBABLY NOT.
Q: IN OTHER WORDS IT'S CONCEIVABLE TD YDOU THAT CIRCUMSTANCES

CouLn ARISE WHERE THE AMERICANS COULD NOT BE GOTTEN OUT SAFELY -

-—THE REMAINING AMERICANS, N

A: THAT'S ALWAYS CONCEIVABLE; I DON'T CONSIDER THAT AS A
PROBABILITY. "

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4652 UNCLAS

0: WHEN YOU SAY ENOUGH LIFT ARE YOU REFEFRRING TO HELI-
COPTERS IN A ONE-SHOT QPERATION OR ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT
ALL THE AIRLIFT AIRCRAFT NOW AVAILABLE?

A: AS YDU KNOW, OUR CONTINGENCY PLANS COVER ALL THREE
CONTINQENCIES AND MAYBE WE EVEN HAVE SOME MORE ALTHOUGH
] CAN'YT THINK OF ANY., I WAS TALKING OF TOTAL LIFT. AGAIN,
SPECULATING ON- ALL OF THE POSSIBLE EVENTUALITIES, IT'S
INTERESTING BUT IT ISN'T REALLY VERY WORTHWHILE ENDEAVOR
FOR ME TO GET INTO.

Q: YOU MEAN ALL AMERICANS QUT?

A: THAT'S THE QUESTION, ALL AMERICANS. .

Q: WHAT ABOUT THE VIETNAMESE?

A: HERE AGAIN YOU'RE FACING THE PROBLEM OF HOW MANY THE
CONGRESS IS GOING TO AUTHORIZE AND W, 0O'S '0ING TO MAKE THE
DECISION, ETC,

Q: FOR THE SAKE OF ARGUMENT WHAT ABOUT THE FIGURE THAT'S
OFTEN USED, 175,008, WHAT PERCENTAGE OF THAT NUMBER COULD BE
GOTTEN OQUT WITH THE LIFT CAPACITY WE NOW HAVE?

A: IT WOULD DEPEND ON HOW YOU DID IT. I DON'T WANT
TO SPECULATE ON THAT,

T
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D: DO TH BE .CONTINGENCY PLANS INCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF

CALLING IN FORCES OTHER THAN MARINES SUCH AS THE AIRBONRE?

1 UNDERSTOOD FROM WHAT THFE PRESIDENT SAID THAT IF NECESSARY

WE WILL PROTECT OUR OPFRATIONS TO EVACUATE AMERICANS AND

THAT MIGHT REQUIRE SOMETHING MORE THAN JUST A SHOW. ‘

A: WE WOULD AGAIN HAVE TO PLAY IT BY EAR, BUT IT'S POSSIBLE
TO CONCEPTUALIZE A SITUATION WHERE YOU'VE GOT TO HAVE MORE
FORCES.

Q: WELL HAS THE AJIRBORNE FOR INSTANCE BEEN ALERTED? HAS
THERE BEEN ANY ALERT IN THE UNITED STATES FOR* THOSE UNITS?

Az I'M NOT GOING TO SPECULATE ON THAT. I'LL VIOLATE MY OWN
RULE AND TELL YOU THE ANSWFR IS NO. THERE'VE BEEN A LOT OF
RUMORS FLOATING ARQOUND ON THIS AND IT!D BE WORTHWHILE TO SAY
NGO SO YOU WON'T BE MISLED..

PAGE 2 RUFEKJCS 4653 UNCLAS

Q: FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF HELICOPTER OPERATIONS, IS IT POS-
SIBLE TO USE HELICOPTERS TO LIFT AMERICANS DUT OF DOWNTOWN
SPOTS IN SAIGON? ' _ :

A: OH YES. )

" Q: THERE ARE PLACES WHERE THIS COULD BE DONE?

Az | DON'T KNOW HOA MUCH YOU'VE BEEN ABLE TO READ UP ON
THE PHNOM PENH AFFAIR BUT THERE WERE A NUMBER OF LANDING ZONES.
THAT'S THE ONE ADVANTAGE OF THE HELICOPTER IT DDESN'T HAVE TOO
MUCH LIFT CAPACITY BUT IT CAN GO ALMOST -ANYWHERE,

Q@: ARE YOU FAMILIAR WITH THE PLAZA OR PARK AT THE CONTIN-
ENTAL PALACE HOTEL IN FRONT DF THE ASSEMBLY BUILDING? IS THAT
AN AREA WHERE YOU COULD PICK UP PEOPLE? ’

A: THAT WOULD BE DOIFFICULT THERFE BUT YOU DON'T HAVE TO GO
VERY FAR FROM THERE TO FIND A NUMBER OF PLACES WHERE IT WOULDN'T
BE. .

0: YOU MEAN YOU HAVE TO HAVE A FAIRLY OPEN SPACE?
A: AS YOU KNOW, THEY CAN GO INTO A RATHER NARROW SPACE BUT
THERE'S REALLY NO POINT IN DOING IT UNLESS YOU HAVE TO.

Q: HOW DO YOU GUARD AGAINST CIVILIAN HANGERS~ON LIKE AT
DA NANG?

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4653 UNCLAS

A: WE WOULD HOPE THAT WE WOULD HAVE THE SECURITY ON THE
GROUND SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO PREVENT THAT.

3
6
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Q: THAT 28 MILES YOU MENTIONED, IS THAT THE EFFECTIVE RANGE
F THE SA=~2? :

A: IN ORDER TO SHOOT OVER THE AREA THEY WANT TO HIT WITH
ANY DEGREE OF ACCURACY THEY'VE GOT TO BE WITHIN 26 MILES. -
O0: THAT'S FOR THE 7 AND THE 27
A: NO, THAT'S THE 2.

0: HOW ABOUT THE 72

A: THAT'S 3.5 KILOMETERS.

0: WOULD YOU PLEASE GIVE US A RUNDOWN OF THE SHIPS NOW

IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, PLEASE?

A: WE HAVE THE FIVE CARRIERS AND THFE NUMBER OF AMPHIBIOUS
SHIPS TODAY. I THINK IF YOU SAID ABOUT 12 YOU'D BE CORRECT.
Q@: IS THIS THE TROOP CARRIER TYPE AND LSTS AND ALL THAT?
A: NO, THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE THE MSC SHIPS, THAT'S A DIF-
FERENT FIGURE WHICH, AS I REMEMBER, IS ALSO ABOUT 12 BUT WE
CAN GET YDU THAT EXACTLY. ON TOP OF THAT, YOU KNOW, THERE ARE
SOME FOREIGN SHIPS THAT HAVE SAID THEY'D BE WILLING TO HELP
IN THE EVACUATION. SO IT'S A SIZEABLE NUMBER OF BOTTOMS.

PAGE & RUEKJCS %653 UNCLAS

Q: HOW, HAVE YOU GOT DESTROYERS ALONG WITH THE CARRIERS =--—
ABQUT A DOZEN OR SO, OR WHAT? )

A: LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION, WE'LL GIVE IT TO YOU RIGHT
AFTER. )

Q: IS PHIBRON V INCLUDED IN THIS?

A: PHIBRON VI IS NOW INCLUDED.

o- WHEN DID THAT ARRIVE?

-

:- JUST NCOW, MAYBE LAST NIGHT.
Q: COULD WE GET THE DETAILS AND THE NUMBER DF SHIPS IN
PHIBRON V AND THE NATURE OF THOSE SHIPS?
A: I'LL SEE WHAT 1 CAN GET.
Q: HAVE THERE BEEN ANY MOVEMENTS OF PLANES INTO.-THAILAND?
A: THERE'S ALWAYS MOVENENT IN AND OQUT, I DON'T KNHOW WHAT
YOU MEAN.
Q: HAVE YOU SENT ADDITIONAL PLANES INTOD THATLAND?
A: T'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT ONE.

O: SPECIFICALLY, HAVE YOU SENT-IN THE F-4S THAT CARRY THE
ANTI-ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT?

A: I WON'T COMMENT ON THAT, EVEN IF WE HAD.

Q0: HOW MANY DESTROYERS WERE THERE?
PIAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4653 UNCLAS

A: 1 SAID I DON'T KNOW, I'M GOING TO LOOK THAT UP,

Q@: THE NUMBER OF THE SEALIFT CONMAND TOO, THE CONTRACT
HIPS.

A: 1 GET THAT,.

Q: ARE THOSE AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS SIMILAR TO THE BLUE RIDGE?

A: THERE'RE ALL DIFFERENT KINDS, THERE'S LSTS, THERE'S
SDS, THAT'S THE BLUNE RIDGE TYPE,

Q: IS THIS A BIG INCREASE? I MEAN WE'VE BEEN GOING BY FOUR
MPHIBIOUS TRANSPORTS?

A: NO, THE BIG INCREASE IS PHIBRON V.
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0: DO YOU HAVE TWO OR THREE MSTS SHIPS IN SAIGON NOW?
a A: MY UNDERSTANDING WAS THAT IT WAS FOUR BUT I'LL CHECK
THAT.
0: WHAT ARE THEY DOING IN SAIGON, IT IS SAFE TO LIFT ‘.
e EVACUEES DOWN A RIVER THAT'S FAERLY NARROW?
Az T WOULD THINK WE WOULDN'T DO IT UNLESS WE THOUGHT IT
WAS REASONABLY SAFE. BUT REMENBER, I KEEP TELLING YOU, WE'VE
a GOT A NUMBER OF OPTIONS STILL OPEN AND WE WANT TO KEEP THEM
OPEN.
Q: ASSUMING THAT THERE IS NO INTERFERENCE WITH THE EVACUATION
a PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4653 . UNCLAS
THAT*S GOING ON, HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE TO GET ALL OF THE AMER-
ICANS 0UT?
a A: ] CAN'T SAY BECAUSE IT WOULD AGAIN DEPEND ON THE SITUATION,

IT DEPENDS HOW MUCH OF A RUSH WE WANT TO GO INTO AND WHAT HAP-
PENS FELSEWHERE IN THE COUNTRY AND WHAT DECISIONS ARE MADE HERE.
a I JUST DON'T KNOW.

' N: THERE HAVE BEEN SOME DECISIONS MADE AT THE WHITE HOUSE
THIS MORNING, HAVEN'T THERE? SOME OF THE SENATORS WERE SAYING
THEY EXPECT TO GET DOWN TO 1,50@ AMERICANS BY THE END OF THE
NIGHT.

A: WE ARE IN A THINNING OUT PROCESS, TRYING TO GET DOWN TO
THE REALLY ESSENTIAL PEQPLE. WHETHER THAT WOULD TURN OUT TO
BE 1,500 DR 2,00%. I DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY SAID THIS MORNING.

Q: HOW MANY PLANES ARE YOU USING AND TYPE FOR TAKING PEQPLE
OUT OF SAIGON? )

A: C-13#4S, C-141S AND CHARTERS. THE NUMBER, I'LL HAVE TO
TAKE THAT QUESTION, )

Q: THE CHARTERS ARE STRETCH DC-8S? :
€ A: THEY'RE ALL DIFFERENT KINDS. THEY HAVE DC-8S, 797S.

. Q: COULD BIRD AIR AND THOSE OTHER CHARTERS BE USED?

BT '
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A: BIRD AIR WAS NOTIFIED THAT THEIR CONTRACT IS OVER.
REMEMBER, THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT HAD THEM GOING TO THE 38TH
OF JUNE, BUT WE HAD THE OPTION NF CANCELLING EARLIER AND WE
HAVE.

Q: EFFECTIVE WHEN?

A: CONTRACT TERMINATION NOTICE WAS MADE ON 19 APRIL AND
WRITTEN NOTIFICATION WAS GIVEN 21 APRIL.

I1'VE BEEN AKSED REFORE AND I DIDN'T HAVE THEINFORMATION,
BUT WHAT CAN A C-141 CARRY. IN A PINCH, IF YOU WANT TO SEAT
EVERYONE YOU CAN SQUEEZE IN -- 159¥. FOR A SHORT HAUL YDU

OUILD CARRY A FEW MORE.

G: HAVE YOU MOVED OTHER MARINES FROM THE U.S. TO HONOLULU
TO TAKE UP THE SLACK OF THOSE MOVED FROM HONOLULU?

A: 1 HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF THIS, LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION,
PAGE .2 RUEKJCS 4654 UNCLAS -

Q: HOW MUCH AMMO WAS DESTROYED THIS MORNING AT BIEN HOA?

A: I'LL TAKE THAT QUESTION.

Q: HAVE THE MARINES LEFT HAWAII?

A: THEY HAVE LEFT.

QO: HOW CLOSE'RE NORTH VIETNAMESE TRDDPS COMING UP ROUTE 4
TO TON SON NHUT NOW?

A: NOT VERY CLOSE COMING UP ROUTE 4. AT BEST IN THE SOUTHERN
PART OF LONG AN PROVINCE WHICH WOULD BE -~ THIS IS PRETTY
HAZY -~ :

Q: NOW, THAT'S ONE DIVISION MOVING UP THERE?

A: NO, THERE ARE ELEMENTS OF THE 8TH DIVISION, ELEMENTS OF
THE 9TH DIVISION AND,ELEMENTS OF THE 3RD DIVISION, ALL ARE SORT
OF INVOLVED. 1 CAN'T SAY WHICH ONE IS IN THE ROUTE & AREA,
PROBABLY THE 8TH.

Q@: I GOT THE IMPRESSION UP ON THE HILL YESTERDAY THAT THIS
IS THE SOURCE OF CONCERN, IS IT, THE MOVEMENT OF THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE UNITS UP ROUTE 47

A: I*M NOT SURE IT'S ANY MORE SOURCE OF CONCERN THAN A LOT
OF THE OTHERS. OF COURSE, THE ADVANTAGE TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
IS THAT IT CUTS OFF THE RICE SUPPLY FROM THE DELTA.

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4654 UNCLAS

Q: WE'RE NOT WORRIED ABOUT THE RICE SUPPLY, WE'RE WORRIED

ABOUT AMERICANS.
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A: 1 DON'T KNOW WHY YOU PICK ON RDOUTE 4 AS OPPOSED TO THE
THREAT TO BEIN HOA OR ANY OF THE OTHERS, 1 DON'T SEE THAT
THAT®S ANY NORE THREATENING, . s

Q: HOW MANY DIVISIONS DO YOU HAVE NOW FOR THE NORTH VIET=
NAMESE AND THE ARVN IN THE SAIGON AREA?

A: 1 CAN GIVE YOU THE III CORPS SINCE EVERYBONDY REPORTS OUT
OF SAIGON AS IF ALL OF III CORFS IS A SUBURB OF SAIGON. WE SHOW
A TOTAL OF 14 NORTH VIEFTNAMESE DIVISIONS EITHER IN OR VERY CLOSE
TO THE III CORPS, ACTUALLY, IN .III CORPS ARE NOW 11 AND PARTS
OF THE 12TH AND A COUPLE AWFULLY CLOSE, SO 14 wnULD BE A GOOD
FIGURE.

Q: DOES THAT COUNT THE DIVISIONS SOUTH OF SAIGON?

A: I AM COUNTING ALL THE WAY AROUND.

Q: WHAT ABROUT MR 1V?

A: THE 4TH DIVISION IS DOWN DEEP IN MR IV. THE OTHER TWO
DIVISIONS THAT WE WERE CARRYIMG IN MR IV, THE STH AND 8TH,

ARE EITHFR IN OR VERY CLOSE TO II1 CORPS. SO WE'RE COUNTING
THEM IN II1 CORPS AT THIS POINT.
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Q@: SO YDU HAVE ONE DIVISION IN IV CORPS?

A: ONENVA DIVISION, EXCEPT IT WAS REALLY MORE THAN THAT. 1
DON'T WANT TO MISLEAD YOU AS SOME OF THE FIFTH AND EIGHTH ARE
STILL IN THE IV CORPS.

R: WHAT DO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE TO HOLD OFF THESE 14
DIVISIONS IN THE II1! CORPS?

A: THEY'VE GOT QUITF A CONGLOMERATION. THEY'VE GOT WHAT'S LEFT
OF THE 18TH DIVISION: THEY HAVE A GOOD BIT OF THE AIRBORNE
DIVISION; THEY HAVE THE 25TH DIVISION: THE STH DIVISION AND ALSO
AVAILABLE TO THEMA RE THE 7TH AND THE 9TH DIVISIONS, WHICH ARE
IN THE NDRTHERN PART OF THE IV CORPS ALSO. THEN THEY'VE RECON-
STITUTED ABOUT FOUR BRIGADES FROM PENPLE WHO WERE EVACUATED
FROM TXE NDORTH; THEY'VE GOT THREE ARMORED BRIGADES; FIVE RANGER
GROUPS. TAKING THE 14 NVA DIVISIONS THAT I WAS TALKING ABOUT,
VERSUS ALL OF THESE UNITS I GAVE YDU ON THE ARVN, COMES TO ABOUT
130,003 NORTH VIETNAMESE AGAINST 60,0"% ARVN, BUT THEY AREN'T
FACE~TO-FACE, THAT'S WHAT I WANT TO BE SURE YOU UNDERSTAND.

I'M JUST GIVING YOU THE GROSS FIGURES

Q: IS THIS IIl CORPS OR THE II1 AND IV CORPS?

A: THE I1I CORPS WITH THE EDGE OF THE IV CORPS; 1 HAD TO
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4654 UNCLAS
THROW IN THE EDGE TO MAKE A LOGICAL CUT OFF POINT.

Q: THE 139,000 TO 6¥,9¥8 1S IN THE IMMEDIATE BATTLE AREA OF
THE 111 CORPS? .

A: YES, THE IMMEDIATE ENVIRONS OF THE III CORPS.

Q: WHAT DO WE HAVE LEFT IN COMBAT ATTACK AIRCRAFT WITH VNAF?

A: 1'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION.

Q: WHAT REPORTS ARE YOU GETTING FROM THE DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE
ABOUT TROOPS, SAY FROM THE 18TH CONING BACK INTO SAIGON AND THEIR
STATE OF DISCIPLINE?

A: I'tL HAVE TO TAKE THAT ONE, THE ONLY REPORTS THAT 1 HAVE
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SEEN SAID THE 18TH FELL BACK ON BIEN HOA, RATHER THAN SAIGON
AND ARE ENGAGED IN THE DEFENSE OF THE APPROACHES TO BIEN HOA,
I HAVE NOT SEEN ANYREPORTS OTHER THAN PRESS REPORTS OF SOME
MEMBERS OF THE 18TH CUMING BACK INTO SAIGON. I DID SEE THE PRESS
STORY THAT SPECULATED ON THIS, BUT I HAVEN'T SEEN ANYTHING
OFFICIALLY. .

Q: ARE YOU GETTING ANY REPORT FROM YOUR DEFENSE ATTACK OFFICE
ABOUT STRAGGLERS WANDERING AROUND SAIGON ARMED?

CA: 1 WON'T SAY, WE'RE NOT GETTING THEM, I HAVE NOT SEEN ANY,

LET ME TAKE THAT,
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4654 UNCLAS

Q: IT'S NOT A SOURCE DOF CONCERN AT THIS POINT?

A: I COULD WELL BECOME ONE. I GUESS I'D HAVE TO SAY RIGHT
NOW, IT ISN'T EXCEPT AS A POTENTIAL CONCERN,

Q: JUST TO KEEP TRACK OF THESE NUMBERS, ARE THERE STILL
ABQUT 44 ,80% REGULAR TRODPS IN MR 1V. v

A: THAT'S DOWN NOW IN VIEW OF THE MOVEMENT NORTH; IT'S
ABQUT 35,000 IN THE IV CORPS, RENEMBFR I SAID THE 7TH AND THE
9TH ARE AVAILABLE FOR USE IN IlI CORPS, BUT THEY'REMOSTLY STILL
IN IV CORPS, IN THE IV CORPS, THE ARV: STILL HAS A PREPONDERANCE
~-AGAIN TAKING THATIMAGINARY LINE I GAVE YOU-OF THE IMMEDIATE
ENVIRONS OF IIT CORPS AND NOT COUNTING TROOPS THERE, WHAT'S LEFT
FURTHER SOUTH IN IV CORPS IS ABOUT 2BBW0@ NORTH VIETNAMESE AND
35,0400 ARVN,

0: WHEN DID YOU START USING C-130S IN THIS EVACUATION?

A: WE'LL HAVE TO CHECK THAT. VE VB F HSSWG SSNE EC.136S, I
THINK YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT THE BEEFING IT UP.-

Q: YES.

A: T THINK IT WAS SATURDAY OR SUNDAY., .

Q: COULD YOU TELL US HOW MANY FLIGHTS YOU'RE MAKING DAILY
OUT OF SAIGON? ‘ '
BT '
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A: 1T VARIES EVERY DAY.

0: DO YOU HAVE AN AVERAGE?

A: 1 DON'T HAVE IT, WE CAN START CARRYING THAT IF YOU LIKE.

©: DO YOU HAVE A COUNT OF H OW MANY AMERICANS HAVE COME OUT:
HOW MANY SOUTH VIETNAMESFE HAVE COME OUT?

A: THIS IS GOING TO HAVE TO BE REFERRED TO STATE. THEY'RE
KEEPING BOOK ON THIS, NOT US. _

0: DO YOU HAVE INSTRUCTIONS FROM STATE NOT TO GIVE A BREAK-
DOWN?

A: 1 DON'T HAVE ANY INSTRUCTIONS; I'M NOT GIVING ANY FIGURES
ON THIS, BREAKDOBN OR NO. '

D: DO YOU HAVE ANY FIGURES ON NUMBER OF TANKS ON EITHER
SIDE AND HEAVY ARTILLERY;: IN OTHER WORNS, ARE THE NVA PRETTY
WELL EQUIPPED WITH TANKS?

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4655 UNCLAS

A: LET ME TAKE THAT LLOYD (NORMAN, NEWSWEEK). THEY HAVE NO
HEAVY ARTILLERY, OF COURSE. THEY HAVE 138S AND 122S WHICH ARE IN
OUR LEXICON WILL BE MORE MEDIUM.

Q: WHAT'S HEAVY THEN?

A: WE GET UP TO 8-INCH AND 175S. WE CALL OUR 1555-6 INCHES ~-
MEDTUM ARTILLERY. SO 122 YDU COULD EVEN CLASSIFT AS LIGHT. 1
DON'T KNOW WHAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE CALL THEM. LET ME TAKE
THAT, R , ;

Q: HOW MANY AWOL AMERICANS HAVE TURNED UP ALL OF A SUDDEN?

A: LET ME TAKE ONE. I'VE HEARD SOME HUMOROUS STORIES OUT
OF THERE, BUT NOTHING OFFICIAL.

Q: WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO WITH THOSE PEOPLE WHEN THEY GET
BACK? ‘

A: DUR RULE ON THAT IS THAT EACH SERVICE WILL HANDLE IT'S

OWN, AND 1 PRESUME THEY'LL HANDLF THEM THROUGH THE NORMAL e
DISCIPLINARY CHANNELS. I1'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION. N
Q: THE UQESTION IS WHETHER THEY'LL BE EVACUATED? ~ o
A: I'LL TAKE THAT QUESTION. I WOULD THINK THEY WOULD, AFTER.eg jand
ALL THEY'RE AMERICAN CITIZNES. ' : -
Q: DO YOU THINK THEY WOULD OR THAT THEY WOULDN®T? o
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4655 UNCLAS - : ’i; .
A: WOULD. ek B E
Q: YOU THINK THEY WOULD? =3
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A: OUR PAST HISTQORY HAS BEEN THAT VE WOULD TAKE THFN OUT. OF
COURSE, THERE HAVEN'T BEEN TOO MANY EXAMPLFES.

0: IS THIS A -SIZEABLE GROUP OF PEOPLE?

A: 1 HAVEN'T THE SLIGHTEST IDEA. I'LL TAKE THE OUESTION.

0: HAS THERE BEEN ANY MOVEMENT OF NORTH VIETNAMESE COMBAT
AIRCRAFT INTO THE SOUTH? 1

A: NOTHING SIZEABLE. AS OF THE END OF LAST WEEK THERE HAD
NOT. LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION,

Q@: CAN YOU TELL US ANYTHING ABQUT SOVIET SHIPS IN VARIODUS
AREAS? FIRST SPECIFICALLY, THE TWO SOVIET OCEANOGRAPHIC SHIPS
THAT WERE REPORTED 758 MILES BEYOND HAWAII AND THEN THE OKEAN
Il EXERCISE, WHETHER THEY'RE ANY SIZEABLE INCREASES RECENTLY
AND ANY INCIDENTS INVOLVING U.S. OR ALLIED SHIPS?

A: THE LAST QUESTION I CAN ANSWER IN THE NEGATIVE, NO
INCIDENTS. THE EXERCISE IS STILL GODING ON AND AS FAR AS THE
NAME OF 1T, I'VE BEEN TOLPD IS THE SPRING EXERCISE '75. IT'S SIM-
ILAR TO OKEAN '7¢., NO INCIDENTS. OF THE TWO SHIPS THAT WERE
OFF HAWAI[, I'LL HAVF TO TAKE THAT., [ THOUGHT COLONEL BURKE
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ANSWERED THATO N FRIDAY, I DON'T REMEMBER WHAT HE SAID, BUT
THEY HAVE NOTHING TO DO, I'M SURE, WITH THE EXERCISE.

Q: IS THERE ANYTHING NEW ON LT TRUNG. T0O GET BACK TOD HIM?

A: NO, NOTHING NEW ON LT TRUNG. I HAVEN'T CHECKED THAT
RECENTLY. I'LL CHECK THAT,

Q: CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT DIDN'T SCHEDULE
A BRIEFING YESTERDAY?

A: UNFORTUNATELY, I WAS NOT HERE AND I DO NOT KNOW THE ANSWER.,

Q: THE PRESIDENT LAST NIGHT SAID IT WOULD TAKE A SIZEABLE
FORCE TO EVACUATE AMERICANS. MILITARILY, HOW DD YOU DEFINE THAT?
WHAT 1S A SIZEABLE FORCE? :

A: I WAS GOING TO ASK YOU TO DEFINE IT FOR ME. THAT'S THE OLD
QUESTION, RELATIVE TO WHAT? I DON'T KNOW. SOME PEOPLE WOULD CALL
A THOUSAND SIZEABLE, AND SOME WOULD SAY IT HAD TO BE A HUNDRED
THOUSAND, 1 DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER. I DON'T THINK THAT'S AN
ANSWERABLE QUESTION. _

Q: THERE WAS A STORY RECENTLY THAT GENERAL WEYAND SUPPOSEDLY
TOLD CONGRESS THAT 24,068 TROOPS WOULD BE NEEDED TO CREATE AN
AREA., + « .

A: NOW WE'RE GETTING BACK INTO THIS OLD THING WE STARTED OFF
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WITH, T DONT' THINK WE SHOULD GET INTO THAT,., EVERYTHING WOULD
DEPEND ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES. YOU CAN ENVISION A CASE WHERE YOU
COULD DO IT WITH A BATTALION, AND YOU COULD ENVISION A CASE
WHERE YOU'D NEED A CORPS. THERE'S NO VAY TO SPFCULATE ON THAT,

Q: GENERAL WEYAND SAID THAT SAIGON FOR ALL INTENTS AND PUR~-
POSES IS NOT DEFENSIBLE, IS THAT THE GENERAL FEELING IN THIS
BUILDING TFTHAT 1T IS ND LONGER DEFENSIBLE NO MATTER WHAT AID
THEY GET? :

A: I DID NOT SEE THAT STATEMENT. I'M NOT SURE WHAT HE MEANT.
YOU KNOW ANY CITY 1S DEFENSIBLE IF YOU HAVE ENDUGH TROOPS. A
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CITY IS A PRETTY GOOD THING TO FIGHT FROM. HOUSE-TO-HOUSE FIGHTING
q IS THE HARDEST TYPE OF FIGHTING. SO I'M SURE HE DIDN!'T MEAN
IT THAT WAY.
Q: HE TOLD THE HOUSE APPROPRIATIQNS COMMITTEE THAT THE NORTH
P VIETNAMESE HAVE UNLIMITED QPPORTUNITIES AT THIS MOMENT.
A: MAYBE HE MEANT THAT 1T WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE SOUTH VIET-
NAMESE TO THROW ENQUGH TROOPS AROUND THE CITY TO COVER THE WHOLE
) THING .
d Q: 1 THINK IT WAS GENERAL THIEU SAID THAT THE WAR CANNOT BE
WON MILITARILY, 1S THAT THE OPINION IN THE BUILDING?
¢ PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4655 UNCLAS
A: CANNDT BE WON BY WHOM?
Q: BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE?
q A: WE'RE GETTING DOWN TO MATTERS OF OPINION, I DON'T THINK
’ I SHOULD COMMENT ON THB.
Q: HAVE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MOVED ANY TROOPS TOWARD VUNG
q TAU, THE APPARENT INTENTION OF. o« o« .
A: WE'RE WATCHING THAT. AS OF NOV, THE ANSWER TO THAT IS
NO. THAT'S AN OPTION THEY HAVE.
a O: HOW CLOSE ARE THEY?
A: A LONG WAY, 60-74 KILOMETERS, WOULD BE THE CLOSEST, I'M
GIVING THEM AN EDGE.
D: WHAT U.S. NAVAL OR SEALIFT COMMAND OR QOTHER CONTRACT
ASSETS, DO WE HAVE NEAR THE PORT OF VUNG TAU?
A: NOT TOD MUCH, IN AND AROUND VUNG TAU THERE ARE ABOUT®
\ FIVE SHIPS AT THE MOMENT.
- 0t ANY WAR SHIPS OR COMBAT TYPE?
A: NO COMBAT TYPES.
g : ARE ANY AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS IN THE REGION oF OKINAWA?
’ A: NO,.
. Q: ARE THERE ANY AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS IN SUBIC?
€ 4655
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SECTION 6 OF 6
A: WE HAVE THEM IN AND OUT OF SUBIC ALL THE TIME.,

- Q: DR IN THE VICINITY OF SUBIC?

A: THEY'RE JUST SCATTERED ALL OVER THEPLACE QOVER THERE.

AS OF THIS PARTICULAR SECOND [ DON'T THINK THERE ARE ANY IN SUBIC
BUT THAT'S NOT VERY MEANINGFUL, BECAUSE THEYCOME IN AND OUT.

Q: ARE THERE ANY MOVING SOUTH THAT HAVE RECENTLY LEFT OKINAWA?

A: PHIBRON V, IS THE ONF I MENTIOUNED.

0: ABDUT HOW MANY AMERICAN MILITARY. PERSONNEL ARE IN THIS
FLOTILLA IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA?

A -

WE'VE GIVEN THE FIGURE OF 4,008 MARINES. I DON'T KNOW
THE NAVY STRENGTH. ['LL TAKE THAT. IT'S PROBABLY A SIZEABLE
FIGURE.

Q: WHEN PHIBRON V LEFT OKINAWA DID IT TAKE ANY MARINES FROM
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4656 UNCLAS '
OKINAWA WITH 1T? _

A: MY UNDERSTANDING IS NO, .BUT I'M GOING TO CHECK IT.

Q: WOULD YOU CHARACTERIZE THE IMPETUS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ema

OFFENSIVE AS COMPARED TO SAY THREE OR FOUR DAYS AGO, HAS IT - ==
SLOWED, HAS IT MAINTAINED THE SAME LEVEL, HAS IT INCREASED? L
A: THE ACTION AS OF TODAY, SINCE TWEY'RE 12 HOURS AHEAD,
WAS LIGHT, SO TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTION ~-- I THINK IT MIGHT BE ~—
MISLEADING -~ BUT IT IS SLOWED FOR THE MOMENT, BUT I WOULDN'T

LEAN ON HAT VERY HEAVILY. : sy
Q: DID YOU SAY IT WAS LIGHT IN THE PREVIOUS REPORTING PERIOD? gz
A: THE REPORTS THAT WE HAVE WHICH COVER TODAY, YOU KNOW 1B
WE'RE TWELVE HOURS BEHIND, ARE DEFINITELY LIGHT.
O: AND MONDAY? -
A: LIGHT COMPARED TD -WHAT'S BEEN GOING ON, YES.
O: HOW WOULD YOU CHARACTERIZE BEFORE, MODERATE OR HEAVY?
A:WHEN YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT OVER THE WEEKEND, YOU WERE
SLIPPING FROM HEAVY INTO MODERATE INTO LIGHT IS WHAT'S HAP-
PENED, THE TREND HAS GONE DOWN BUT I REALLY THINK THAT, ANY
ANSWER 1 GIVE IS BOUND TO BE MISLEADING BECAUSE 1 DON'T CONSIDER
THABT NECESSARILY A TREND.
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4656 UNCLAS
Q: IS THERE A LOWER CLASSIFICATION?
A: NO, WE HAVE LIGHT, MEDIUM AND HEAVY,
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Q: IS THERE ANY APPARENT THRUST -—- A FEW DAYS AGO THERE
WERE 11 DIVISIONS ARQUND SAIGON, NOW THEY'RE FDURTEEN.
A: LET'S GO BACK == ARQUND SAIGON, AGAIN. . « '

O: I DIDM'T MEAN IN CLOSE PROXIMITY.

A: THERE'S AN INCREASE, OBVIOUSLY. THE LAST FIGURE WE GAVE
YOU WAS TWLEVE AND NOW WE'RE GIVING YOU FOURTEFNy SO THERE'S
AN INCREASE OF TwO.

Q: ARE ANY OF THE FIVE 1IN THE NORTHERN REGIONS MOVING SOUTH?

A: SOME HAVE.

Q: ANWY SIGN OF THE DIVISIDNS IN THE DELTA MOVING NORTH?

A: ADD THOSE, TOO.

D: (INAUDIBLE)?

A: NO, THE LAST TIME WE DISCUSSED THIS WE WERE AT ABDUT 1@
AS 1 RECALL. WE WENT FROM 8 TO 1¢ TO 12 TO 14, SO THEY'RE
COMING IN MOSTLY FROM THE NORTH, BUT TWO ONLY FROM THE SOUTH.

Q: THE THRUST OF MY QUESTION WAS DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA FROM
THIS WHAT TO EXPECT, IS THERE ANY APPARENT STRATEGY DEVELOPING
FOR THE NVA?

PAGE & RUEKJCS 4656 UNCLAS

A: THE OPTIONS OPEN TO THEM OF COURSE REMAIM BASICALLY TWO,
YOU COULD CUT OFF SAIGON WITHOUT ATTACKING IT.DR YOU COULD
ATTACK IT. IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO TELL AT THIS POINT.

D¢ DOES IT APPEAR THOSE DIVISIONS MOVING UP FROM THE SOUTH
ARE TRYING TO CUT OFF SAIGON RATHER THAN ATTACK SAIGON?

A: THERE'S NO WAY WE CAN TELL AT THIS POINT, THAT'S THE
POINT OF THE QUESTION, [ CAN'T ANSWER IT.

O: YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT THOSE DIVISIONS MOVING UP FROM THE
SOUTKH ARE DOING THEN? .

A: THEY'RE GETTING INT(Q A POSITION TO CUT IT OFF AND THEY
COuLD CERTAINLY GO FROM THERE TO ATTACKING IT.

Q: WHERE DO THEY APPEAR TO BE LOCATED SPECIFICALLY?

A: THEY'RE MORE SOUTHWEST ~THAN ANY OTHER DIRECTION.

Q: ASSUMING THE AMERICAN CONTINGENT IS REDUCED TO 1,269

. PERSONS AND TAKING THE HELICOPTER CAPACITY YOU NOW HAVE

AVAILABLE, HAVE YDU ANY IDEA HOW LONG IT WOULD TAKE TO EVACUATE
1,200 AMERICANS,

A: YOU MEAN IF WE HAD TO GO IN RIGHT NOW -- IT COULD BE DONE
IN A DAY BUT YOU CAN'T REALLY SAY THAT BECAUSE THAT WOULD DEPEND
ON HOW MUCH OPPOSITION THERE WAS, HOW QUICKLY YOU COULD GET
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4656 UNCLAS
THE PEOPLE YOU WERE EVACUATING TOGETHER AND A NUMBER OF OTHER
INPONDERABLES. BUT THE ACTUAL LIFT CAPACITY AND THE DISTANCE
TO BE FLOWN IS ENOUGH SO YOU COULD DO IT IN A DAY, OR LESS THAN
A DAY, 9 HOURS MAYBE, SOMETHING LIKE THAT.

Q: HOW MANY AMERICANS ARE LEFT IW SOUTH VIETNAM?

A: I REFER YOU TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT ON THAT.

Q: ARE WE GOING TO FLY PRESIDENT THIEU OUT OF SAIGON TO
TAIWAN OR ANY PLACE LIKE THAT?

A: THIS AGAIN IS A STATE DEPARTMENT QUESTION, I'M SURE THAT
IF HE MADE SUCH A REQUEST IT WOULD RFCEIVE CAREFUL AND SYMPA-
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. q‘.

THETIC CONSIDERATION,
D: WHAT'S THE PDLICY OF THE U.S. ARMY DR AIR FORCE, WHOEVER
WOULD BE INVOLVED AS TO THE REMOVAL OF GOLD FROM SAIGON?
A: AGAIN, THAT IS NOT IN THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT AREA. WEIRE
THE IMPLEMENTERS BUT WE DON'T MAKE THE DECISIDNS.
BT
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SECTION 1 OF 5
FROM OASD/PA
FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICHRS

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORMING NEWS BRIEFING

IR 1T D00 MORNING NEWS BRIEFING BY MGEN SIDLE, WEDNESDAY,

CAPRIL 23, 1975, 11:15 A.H, °

L. ON THE HILL: MR. GREENBERG, DIRECTOR OF MANPOWER PRNGRAMS
(OASD—MERA) 1S BEFORE THE HOUSE EDUCATION AND LABOR SUBCOMMITTEE
WHICH IS CONDUCTING HEARINGS ON VOCATIONAL, OCCUPATIONAL AND

-.CAREER EDUCATION.

2. ND SPEECHES TODAY,.

3. THERE WAS A REPORT THAT THERE WOULD BE A PRESS CONFERENCE
HERE THIS AFTERNODN AT 4:00, THAT IS TOTALLY UNTRUE, UNFOUNDED
WITHOUT BASIS. FEDERATION OF AMERICANEARAB ORGANIZATIONS 1§
MEETING WITH MR, ELLSWORTH, ASD(ISA) IN A CLOSED SESSION AT 3:90
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS
BUT THERE!S NO PRESS CONFERENCE INVOLVED,

Q: WHAT'S THE SUBJECT?

A: WHAT THE FEDERATION REPRFSENTATIVES WANT TO DISCUSS
WITH DOD WAS NDOT SPECIFIED.

Q: DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE FEDERATION, IS IT PRIVATE
OR QUASI-OFFICIALS? -

A: T THINK IT'S MORE PRIVATE THAN ANYTHING ELSE. WE WEREN'T |
ABLE TO FIND QUT TOO MUCH ABOUT IT BUT THERE ARE SOME AMER-

ICAN ARABS UNOFFICIAL GROUPS IN THE COUNTRY AND THEY APPARFENTLY
HAVE FORMED INTO A FEDERATION. I DON'T KNNW HOW OLD IT IS BUT
THEY DID WRITE IN AND ASK TO TALK WITH A KNOWLEDGEABLE DEFENSE
OFFICTIAL AND MR, ELLSWORTH AGREED TO TALK TO THEM3 SUBJECTS

ARE UNKNOWN. I HAD BREAKFAST WITH MR. ELLSWORTH AND HE DOESN'T
KNOW WHAT THEY'RE GOING TO ASK HIM. '

4, RELEASE ON MONTHLY STRENGTH FIGURES FOR MARCH.

5, RELEASE ON THE NEW 8 INCH MAJOR CALIBRE LIGHTWEIGHT GUN
OF THE NAVY WHICH HAS BEEN FIRED SUCCESSFULLY IN ITS INITIAL
TESTS. THEY'VE BEEN WORKING ON IT FOR SOME YEARS AND IT'S
DESIGNED TO REPLACE THE 5 INCH GUNS THAT ARE PRESENTLY ON
DESTROYERS. IT!'S ACTUALLY LIGHTER AND TAKES LESS SHIPBOARD
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS _

SPACE THAN THE OLD 8 INCH GUN THAT WAS ON CRUISERS. IT'S
APPARENTLY A GREAT WEAPON, IT'S AUTOMATIC AND PERMITS A SINGLF
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OPERATOR TG LOAD AND FIRE PROJECTILES.

Q: IT'S NOT LASER GUIDED?

A: 1 HAVE NOTHING ON THAT, .

Q: ARE THE SAM=2S NOW WITHIN RANGE OF TAN SON NHUT?

A: NOT THAT WE COULD DETERMINE YET. 1 HATE TO SAY NO,

BUT WE DON'T HAVE ANY INDICATION THAT THEY ARE. THAT COULD
HAPPEN AT ANY TIME AS YOU WELL XNOW. .

Q: HAVE ANY OF THE PLANES COME UNDER EITHER MISSILE OR
ANTI-AIRGCRAFT FIRE? . : _

A: NO PLANES HAVE COME UNDER MISSILE FIRE. WE HAVE FOUR
REPORTS OF PLANES POSSTBLY COMING UNDER SOME KIND OF GROUND
FIRE. I BROUGHT ONE ALONG AND IT'S VERY HAZY. FMR INSTANCE,
AND THIS 1S TYPICAL, THE PILOT WHILE TURNING TO MAKE HIS
APPROACH TO TAN SON NHUT, HE WAS QUITE AWAYS OUT STILL,
DETECTED CIRCULAR WHITE MUZZLE FLASHES WHICH APPEARED TO BE
FIREND DIRECTLY AT THE AIRCRAFT, BUT NO TRACES DR AIR BURSTS
SHOWED UP == WHICH AS YOU CAN SEE MAKES THIS A VERY HAZY
REPORT, THE PEOPLE ON THE SCENE ARE CONVINCED THAT NONE HAVE
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS
ACTUALLY BEEN FIRED AT YET. :

Q: ARE THE P LANES FOLLOWING ANY SPECIAL TACTICS GOING IN
AND QUT OF THE AIRPORT?

A: 1 DON'T KNOW, I KNOW THAT WE WOULDN'T BE ABLE TO TELL
YOU WHAT THEY WERE ANYWAY.

Q: WHY NOT? o

At SURELY YDU KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT.

Q: NOy I DON'T, :

A: IF YOU'RE GOING TO TELL A GUY WHO IS MAY BE GOING TO ;
SHOOT AT YOU HOW YQU'RE GCING TO COMF INTO THE AIRPORT,

THAT'S A VERY HELPFUL THING TO HIM.. ‘

Q: ARE THESE WHITE PUFFS SIMILAR TO ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE?

THERE ARE NO PUFFS,

WHAT'D YOU. SAY?

HE SAW FLASHES FROM THE WEAPONS.

THERE WERE NO HITS THOUGH.

: AS I SAY, NO HITS, NO TRACERS, NO AIRBURSTS.
DID SOME PILDTS REPORT TRACER BULLETS? - .

A: SOME OF THEM REPORTED TRACERS BUT ON FURTHER QUESTIONING
IT WAS DETERMINED THEY WEREN'T NECESSARILY COMING AT THEM. YDU
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS
KNOW IT'S KIND OF HARD TO TELL UP IN THE AIR IF YOU SEEF A TRACER

DO ror

- GOING LIKE THIS —-- YOU KNOW IT IS 'GOING TO MISS YOU BUT YOU

DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT'S AIMED AT YOQU.

O: DID ANYONE OF THOSE PILOTS HEAR TYPICAL ANTI-AIRCRAFT
TYPE EXPLDSIONS? : ’

At WE HAVE NO REPORTS 0OF THAT.

Q:HAS THERE BEEN ANY INDICATION OF DAMAGE, IN OTHER WORDS,
FRAGMENTS?

A: NO, NOT A ONE, WE'RE TREATING THIS WITH CONSIDERABLE
CAUTION AT THIS POINT. WE DON'T WANT TO SAY THEY WEREN'T SHOT
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AT BUT WE SURE DON'T HAVE ANY HARD PROOF THAT THEY WERE.

Q: NONE OF THE FOUR REPORT ANY AIRBURSTS7

A: THAT'S RIGHT.

Q: SOME DF THE FOUR SAW TRACERS?.

A: YES,. .

O: WHEN YOU SAY THE SAM=-2S ARE NOT WITHIN RANGE DOES THIS
MEAN NONE HAVE BEEN FIRED AT INCOMING PLANES? .

A: 1'M SAYING WE DON'T HAVE"ANY EVIDENCE. NONE HAVE BFEN
FIRED.

Q: DO YDU HAVE DOUBT THAT THEY COULD BE WITHIN RANGE IF THEY
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS | '
WANTED TO BE? .

A: T WOULD SAY THEY CERTAINLY COULD BE. NEEDLES TO SAY,
EVERYONE'S LOOKING.

Q: HOW MANY EVACUATIONS FLIGHTS WERE CDMDUCTED THERE, FOR
EXAMPLE, TODAY SAIGON TIME?, -

A: WE HAVE A LITTLE TROUBLE KEEPING TRACK OF THAT SINCE
STATE 1S SUPPOSED TO REPOURT ON THIS. NOT ALL OF THE FLIGHTS ARE \
ACTUALLY AIR FORCE PLANES. YOU KNOW THERFE*RE SOME CHARTERS. LET '
ME TRY TO GET AN ANSWER ON THAT I SHOULD THINK WE'D BE ABLF TO

© GET ONE.

Q: IS 1T ALSO CORRECT THAT SOME OF THE FLIGHTS ARE NOW GOING
TO GUAM? '
A: YES, THAT IS CORR FCT.
O: WHY IS THAT? : )
A: STATE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED THIS NORNING THAT GUAM WAS
GOING TO REPLACE CLARK AS THE CENTRAL HANDLING POINT AT LEAST !
FOR VIETNAMESE, NOW THAT DOESN'T MEAN THAT SOME STILL WON'T GO
TO CLARK. THE CENTRAL, THFE BASIC POINT, WILL BE GUAM.
0: WHAT DO YOU MEAN VIETNAMESE; THAT'S ALL WE'RE EVACUATING
ISN'T IT?

BT
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A: WE'RE EVACUATING AMERICANS T00,.

Q: 1 SEF WHAT YOU MEAN. THE AMERICANS MIGHT LUMF 1NTD CLARK
RUT THE VIFTNAMESE WILL GO JTO GUAM,

Q: ARE THERE STILL AMERICANS LEAVING ON THEIR OWN, PAYING
THEIR OWN WAY, USING COMMERCIAL AIRLINERS?

A: THERE MUST BE BUT I'tL CHECK THAT. I DON!'T HAVE ANY
REPORT ON THAT. THEY'RE KEEPING TRACK OF EVERYBODY NOW, BUT I.
DON'T KNOW, . '

Q: IN OTHER WORDS, THERE ARE SONE AMERICANS WHO MIGHT HAVE
LEFT ON COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS OUT OF SAIGON AND THEY WOULD HAVE
BEEN INCLUDED IN ANY TOTALS THAT ARE AVAILABLF? _

At LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION. IF YOU ASKFED ME LAST WEEK, I
KNOW LAST WEEK THAT WAS TRUE., THEY WERE KEEPING TRACK OF THEM
SO 1 PRESUME THEY'RE STILL KEEPING TQACK OF THEM BUT I DON'T -
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS . .

KNOW THAT ANY ARE GOING THAT WASY NOW, :

Q: SHOULDN'T ALL NON~ESSENTIAL AMERICANS BE OUT BY NOW?

A: I WOULD THINK SO, WF'RE GETTING DOWN,

Q: ALL THAT'S GOING OUT NOW IS VIETNAMESE?

A: NO, [ SHOULDN'T HAVE SAID YES TO ALL, THEY'RE GETTING
DOWN TO MORE ESSENTIAL AS THEY THIN 0OUT. :

Q: BUT THE HEAVY MAJORITY OF PEOPLE LEAVING ARE NOW
VIETNAMESE?

At 1 WOULD SAY THAT'S CORRECT, BUT I WOULD ASK YOQU TO
PLEASE ASK YQUR REFUGEE QUESTIONS QF THE STATE DEPARTMENT.

WE ARE ONLY THE EXECUTIVE AGENT ON THIS, I'M NOT IN A POSITION
REALLY TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS.

Q: THERE'S ONE ALLIED QUESTION, WHAT ARE YOU DDING LOGIS-
TICALLY? YOU CAN'T SUDDENLY DUMP SEVERAL THOUSAND PEQPLE ON.AN
ISLAND LIKE GUAM WITHOUT PREPARING TENTS AND MAKING SURE FOOD
IS IN THERE AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND THE REST OF IT. .

A: OF COURSE THIS ISN'T ALL THAT SUDDEN. IN OTHER WIDORNS,
THE  COMMANDER ON GUAM, ADMIRAL MORRISON, WAS INFORMED THAT THIS
MIGHT HAPPEN AND HE HAS THE CAPABILITY TO HANDLE SEVERAL THOU-

SAND AS FAR AS HOUSING IS CONCERNED RIGHT OFF THE BAT. OBVIDUSLY,

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS
IF THE NUMBER GETS LARGE, HE WILL HAVE TO GO INTO TENTS AND I'M
SURE THEY CAN FLY IN THE NECESSARY SUPPLIES AND SO FORTH.

23229
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Q: AYRE WE NOW LOADING SOUTH VIETNAMFSF'ON THOSE FIVE COM-

MERCTAL SHIPS THAT ARF IN PORT NEAR SAIGON?

A: MY INFORMATION 1S WE'RE NOT LOADING ANYONE ON THOSE SHIPS.

Q: ARE THFRE FIVE 0OR FOUR?

A: THERE ARE FOUR THERE; FIVE YESTERDAY,

Q: DID ONE LEAVE WITH SOUTH YIETNAMESE ON IT?

A: ONE LEFT EMPTY AS I UNDERSTAND IT. IT DIDN'T HAVE ANY
VIETNAMESE ON IT. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THE QUESTION.

0: WHAT ARE THEY THERE FOR? i

A: AS I TOLD YOU YESTERDAY, IT GETS INTO OUR MANY CONTINGENCY
PLANS AND IT'S 'IN CASE!' PROPOSITION,

Q0: TO EVACUATE WHOQ?

A: IT WOULD HAVE TO BE DECIDED LATER. YOU CAN DRAW YOUR 0OuN
CONCLUSION AS EASILY AS I CAN. IT'S ALL GODING TO DEPEND ON THE
SITUATION.

Q: DOFS THAT INCLUDE SOME 140,494 SOUTH VIETMAMESE WE'RE
GOING TO TAKE QUT OF THERE? IS THE ARMADA THERE TO TAKE OUT
150, 3R 7
PAGE - 4 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS

A: THE ARMADA 1S THERE TO DO WHAT IT'S TOLD TG DO WHEN THE
TIME COMES AND I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THAT WILL RE WHAT IT DOES
OR NOT. : : - :

‘Q: CAN WE FIND OUT WHAT THIS ARNADA CONSISTS 0OF?

A: 1 UNDERSTOOD WE GAVE THAT TO YOU YESTERDAY. THERE ARE
FIVE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS AND SEVEN SHIPS WITH PHIBRON V. THE TOTAL
NUMBER. OF AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS DEPLOYED IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA
AREA IS ABOUT A DOZEN. HOW MANY MSC SHIPS AVAILARLE TO ASSIST
POSSIBLE EVACUATION 0OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE? TEN MSC PLUS ABOUT A
DOZEN FOREIGN AND THERE ARE SEVERAL TUGS AND NUMEROUS BARGES.

I GAVE YOU THE COMMERCIAL SHIPS, THAT'S ABOUT A DOZEN. THERE
ARE MORE THAN A DOZEN DESTROYERS, '

Q: HOW ABOUT FIFTEEN?

Az IF YOU WANT TO SAY FIFTEEN, THAT WOULD BE REASONABLY CLOSE.

O: WHAT'S THE POINT IN TELLING US THE NUMBER OF CARRIERS BUT
NOT THE DESTROYERS. ’ -

A: YOU CAN USE AS A RULE OF THUMB, AS YOU KNOW, THE CARRIER
ALWAYS TAKES TWD OR THREE DESTROYERS WITH THEM. :

Q: HOW ABDUT THE LONG BFACH?

A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT.

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS

Q: CAN YOU GIVE US A TOTAL NUMBER OF THE MARINES?

At AGAIN 1 CAN'T GIVE YOU A FIRM FIGURF. PHIBRONS NORMALLY
CARRY A BATTALION LANDING TEAM WHICH VARY IN SIZE BUT IF YQU
FIGURE 8¢# TO 1,4An, THAT'S THE NORMAL FIGURE. SO THIS PHIBRON V
HAS EMBARKED A MARINF BATTALION LANDING TEAM.

0: WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?

A: OKINAWA, :

0: YOU WERE GOING TO GIVE US THE TYPES IN THE PHIBRON SO
WE COULD DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THEY COULD GO UP ON THE BEACH?

A TWO LSTS: TWO LSPS: AN LKA AND TWO LPDS.
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Q: HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE NOW IN YDUR DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE

(IN SATGON?

A: ABOUT 154, BUT I!'LL CHECK THAT.

0: WHY ARE THOSE TRANSPORT SHIPS NEAR SAIGON?

A: T CAN'T TELL YOU ANYTHING MORE ABOUT THEM,. I TOLD YOU THAT
THEY ARE THERE IN CASE THEY ARE NEEDED THIS WHOLE FLEET IS THERE
TO BE AVAILABLE IF NEEDED.

Q: NOW THAT MOST OF THE AMFRICANS ARFE THFRF FXCFPT TO FVALU-
ATE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE.

A: YOU CAN DRAW THAT CONCLUSION. I'M JUST NOT GOING .TO
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS '

PREDICT WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO BE USED FOR.

Q: WHAT IS THE TOTAL CAPACITY OF ALL THE SHIPS? HOW MANY
HUMAN BEINGS CAN THAT FLEET TAKE OUT OF SOUTH VIETNAM?

A: LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION. IF WOULD DEPFND ON HOW FAR
IT'S GOING, OK. IN OTHER WORDS IF YOU ARF GOING TO MOVE A SHIP
FROM VUNG TAU OR SAIGON TO THE PHILIPPINES YOU COULD TAKE A
CONSIDERABLY LARGER NUMBER THAN IF YOU'RE GOING TO MQOQVE THEM
1508 TO 2,408 MILES. : ' - :

Q: HOW MANY TRANSPORT SHIPS FOR HUMAN BEINGS IN THIS WHOLE
FLEET DO YOU HAVE? )

A: WE CAN'T USE THAT AS A FIGURE BECAUSE IN OUR PREVIOUS
REFUGEE EFFORTS WE USED CARGQO SHIPS AS WELL AS TRANSPORTS.,

Q: FOR THIS PURPOSE? :

A: ALL OF THESE SHIPS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE IF WE
WANT TOQ USE THEM FOR IT.

Q: OBVIOUSLY, YOU COULD TAKE OUT ABOUT 1@@ 034 PEOPLE.

A: 1 WOULD SAY THAT WOULD BE EASY.

Q: DO YOU AHE ANYTHING ON HELICOPTERS AND MARINES ABOARD

THE MIDWAY?

A: T DBON T HAVE ANYTING ABOUT MARINES; THE MIDWAY DOES HAVE
T .
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HELICOPTERS ABOARD. I KNOW OF NO MARINE MOVEMENT TO THE MIDWAY,
Q: HOW MANY HELICOPTERS?
t 1 CAM'T SAY,

O: WHAT KIND QF HELICOPTERS?

A: LET ME TAKE THE QUESTIOM.

" Q: ANYMORE MARINE MOVEMENTS FROM HAWAII TO OKINAWA?

A: NO.

Q: OR FROM THE WEST COAST TO HAWAII?

A: NO MOVEMENTS OF THAT TYPE GOING- ON,

0: THE PLANES ON THE CARRIER, DO THEY HAVE THE DEVICES THAT
SEEK OUT MISSILES AND AUTOMATICALLY FIRE THE ROCKET TO ATTACK

MISSILE SITES? _

At 1 DOM'T KNOW. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT OUESTION,

Q: HOW MANY HELICOPTERS, ROUND OR PRECISE FIGURE, ARE AVAIL-
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS
ABLE ON THESE CARRIERS FOR EVACUATION PURPOSES?

At LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION. I KNOW WE CAN GIVE YOU A ROUND
FIGURE. :

Q: COULD YOU GIVE A SORT OF GENERAL IDEA OF THEIR CAPACITY
IN TERMS OF PERSONNEL? THE REASUN FOR MY QUESTION IS TO DETER-
MINE IF IT'S GOING TO TAKE ONE 'FELL SWOOP!' QR WHAT?

A: IT WILL TAKE MORE THAN ONE 'FELL SWOOP'., BUT AS 1
MENTIONED YESTERDAY, WE CAN DO THAT DEPENDING ON THE QP=-
POSITION. THAT'S AN EASY DAY'S JOB. YOU COULD IT IT LESS
THAN A DAY IF ITS ORGANIZED AND NOBODY 1S STUOPPING YOU.

D: YOU CONSIDER IT ONE OPERATION?

A: IT WOULD BE ONE OPERATION, SAME AS THE PHNOM PENH,

Q: WAS IT THE PLAN TO STAGE DUI OF VUNG TAU IF YQU HAVE
TO USE HELICOPTERS?

A: THAT IS ONE OF THE CONTINGENCIES,THERE ARE A NUMBER, .
AGAIN, I DON'T WANT TO GET INTO THE GREAT VARIETY INVOLVED,
THAT OBVIOUSLY IS A POSSIBILITY BUT IT'S NOT REQUIRED.

Q: THIS DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE EVACUATION LONG HAUL
AND SHORT HAUL REALLY ISN'T THAT IMPORTANT, IF YOU WANT TO GET
PEOPLE OUT.

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS
A: IT IS ON SHIPS.
Q: NOT IF YOU WANT THE PEQOPLE QUT, WE CAN GET THEM QUT.
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At NOW, YOU'RE ASSUMING SOME SORT OF A SYSTEM WHEREBY

THEY CAN GET ON BOARD, OH YES. . )

D: IS THERE ANY PROBLEM IN THE PHILIPPINES ABOUT BRINGING
MORE PEOPLE IN, IS THERE A LACK OF CAPACITY FOR ADDITIONAL
STAGING? ,

A: CLARK IS NOT REALLY A GOQD PLACE FOR ANY KIND OF A
MASSIVE OPERATION OF THAT TYPE. THEY CAN HANDLE A COUPLE OF
THOUSAND, THAT WAS ONE OF THE MAIN TRANSSHIPMENT POINTS FOR
TROOPS BUT THEY CLOG UP PRETTY FAST.

Q: DIDN'T THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT ALSO OBJECT TO THAT?

Azl DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT, I'D HAVE TO CHECK THAT. MAYBE

YOt SHOULD ASK STATE.

Q: CAN THE F-14S BE USED OPERATIONLLY AS A COVER IN ASSIST-
ING THE EVACUATION?

At YES, SURELY, SURELY.

Q: WE WERE DOWN TO 1, 5ww YESTERDAY, IS THAT- 1,508 AND !
HOLDING? ’ .

At AGAIN, I'LL REFER_YDU TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT FOR AN :
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS
ACCURATE FIGURE ON THAT, 1 DON'T KNOW.
O: DO YOU KNOW [F AMERICANS ARE STILL COMING OUT?
A: YES, I CAN SAY THAT, THAT'S A FACT.
Q: ARE THERE ANY MOVEMENTS OF B-52S TOWARD GUAM?
A: 1 WOULDN'T COMMENT ON THAT ANYWAY.
Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY INCREASE IN THE B-52 ON GUAM?
A: 1T KNOW OF NO WORLDWIDE CHANGE -IN ANY B-52 SETUP,.
Q: ANY INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF PLANES IN THAILAND?
At AGAIN, THAT'S THE SORT OF THING I DON'T WANT TO COMMENT ,
ON. : :
Q: HAVE ANY MARINES IN THE UNITED STATES DR HAWAILl REEN
ALERTED FOR MOVEMENT WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS? :

A: NO DRDERS HAVE GONE OUT OF THIS BUILDING TO ALERT ANY-
BODY FOR ANYTHING. ) . :

Q: AFP REPQRTED FROM SAIGON TODAY, THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE
AIR FORCE == THIS IS SKETCHY —-- 1S USING A SORT OF BOMB NOW -
WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS A COMPRESSION BOMB WHICH CREATES A VACUUM
WHICH SUFFUOCATES PEOPLE.

A: T SAW THAT. I DON'T KNOW OF ANY B0OMB LIKE THAT, THE REPORT
1 SAW CALLED IT AN 'ULTRALETHAL, ASPHIXIATION BOMB' AND THAT'S
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS '
A NEW ONE ON ME, AS FAR AS I KNOW WE DOM'T HAVE ANYTHING LIKE
THAT IN QUR INVENTORY, SO I VIEWED THAT REPORT WITH SOME DOURBT.

Q: NAPALM WILL HAVE THAT EFFECT?

A: OF COURSE, BUT THAT WOULDN'T BE A NEW ULTRALETHAL
ASPHIXIATED BROMB. ' :

Q: THERE HAVE BEEN PREVIOUS REPORTS THAT THE ARMY 0OR THE AIR
FORCE HAVE DEVELOPED A WEAPON THAT SORT OF SUCKS THE OXYGEN OUT OF

AN AREA, :
A: WE HAD A BOMB A WHILE BACK THAT WAS -~ AS A SIDE EFFECT

DID SUCK SOME OXYGEN =- NOT ENQUGH TO BE USED AS A WEAPON
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TTSELF ~~ BUT IN ORDER TO FACILITATE THE EXPLOSION OF OTHER

BOMBS, THAT'S NOT NEW. I DON'T REMEMBER THE NAME OF 1T MAYBE
THAT'S WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT. 1'LL TAKE THE QUESTION BN
THAT.

@: YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT?

A NO, T DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT.

Q: COULD NAPALM ASPHIXIATE?

A: 1F THEY MEAN NAPALM, EVERYBODY KNOWS WHAT NAPALM 1S --
THEY HAVE NAPALM,

O: IF THEY HAD FOUND A CORPSE THAT WAS ASPHIXIATED AND NOT
PAGE & RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS
BURNED, COULD NAPALM HAVE DONE THAT?

A YES, BUT THAT'S NOT A NEW ULTRALETHAL ASPHIXIATION BOMB.

Q: IS IT TRUE THAT THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT HAS PROPOSED A
$1.1 MILLION 'PAMER FUND'!' TO FIND SOME WAY OF TAKING CARE OF
GENERALS AND ADMIRALS NOW THAT THEY ARE BEING STRIPPED OF THEIR
ENLISTED AIDES? ‘

A: AS YOU PHRASE THE OQUESTION, 1'#M SURE THE ANSWER 1S NO
BECAUSE WE HAVE NOD FUNDS EARMARKED TO PAMPER GENERALS. HAVING
BEEN KEEPING A 17-ROOM HOUSE MYSELF WITHOUT ANY ASSISTANCE, 1
CAN SEE THE NEED FOR SUCH A FUND. LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION.

Q: I DON'T KNOW ABOUT THE MONEY FIGURE. THERE IS A STUDY
GOING DN TO SEE IF THERE ISN'T SOMETHING THAT CAN BF DONE TO
HELP THE S$5-YEAR OLD HOUSEWIFE WHD HAS TD KEEP A 17-RODM
HOUSE WITHOUT MAKING HER HUSBAND COME HOME FROM WORK TO MELP
HER -- THERE'S A STUDY ON THAT —-- I HAVEN'T HEARD A DOLLAR
FIGURE BUT LET ME TAKE THE OQUESTION. _

Q: SOMETIME AGO, I ASKED WHY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT WAS
CLOSING DOWN THE FLAG OFFICERS DINING ROOM; THAT WAS A SELF~
SUPPORTING OPERATION? YOU NEVER GAVE US AN ANSWER.

A: IT WAS NOT SELF~SUPPORTING. HOWEVER, LET ME BRING YOU
BT - -
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SECTION & OF 5
UP TO DATE ON THAT. I HAVEN'T GIVEN YOU AN ANSWER BECAUSE
THEY HAVEN'T GOT IT RESOLVED YET. I HAVE MET WITH THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE CONCESSTONS COMMITTEE AND THEY HAVE PROVIDED ME WITH THE
RATIONALE ON WHY THEY CLOSED IT DOWN WHICH I JuST RECEIVED
MONDAY AND I'M STUDYING IT AT THE MOMENT TO SFE IF WE CONCUR.
YOU MAKE A GDOD POINT, THERE ISK'T TAY PLLCE TO 0D UNLLSS HEY
DO SOMETHING. : . '

O: ARF YOU.GOING T0O CLARIFY THE QUESTION AS TO WHAT HAPPENS
TO THE PROFITS THAT THEY DERIVE FROM THE VARIOQUS CONCESSIONS?

A: T'LL CHECK THAT. I WAS MORE WORRIED ABQUT THE OTHER THAN
THAT, AS YOU KNOW, THE WELFARE FUND BUSINESS HAS BEEN GOING ON
FOR A LONG TIME. I HAVE NOT CHECKED THAT.

S Q: IS THAT JUSTIFIABLE?

At THAT MAY BE A MATTER OF DPINION.

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS '

Q: THE FACT THAT [T WENT ON A LONG TIME, DOESN'T JUSTIFY IT.

A: NO, I AGREE WITH THAT, JUST BECAUSE IT WAS GOOD ENOUGH
OUR GRANDFATHERS, DOESN'T MEAN THAT IT'S GOOG ENOUGH FOR US.
B Apa HOW MANY MARINES DO WE HAVE ON OKINAWA NOW?

At ['LL TAKE THE QUESTION.

Q: IT WOULD BE CORRECT TO SAY THAT THE TOTAL NUMBER WITH
THIS FORCE IS 5,0087?

A: I DON'T WANT TO GO INTO NUMBERS, BUT YOU'RE ALLOWED TO
SPECULATE., :

"Q: WHEN PHIBRON WENT OUT TOD THE PACIFIC, IT WAS SUPPOSED
TO ROTATE WITH EXISTING PHIBRON FORCES? HAS IT?

A: NO, THEY'RE BOTH THERE.

Q: IN THF SOUTH CHINA SEA?

A: THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AREA, YES.

Q: THAT'S ANOTHER BLT THEN? ‘ _

A: NO, THAT'S THE ONE WE WERE JUST TALKING ABOUT == SAME "
ONE ~- NOT ANOTHER ONE. THERE'S NO ADDITIONAL ONE. THE ONLY
RECENT ADDITION IS THE ONE I JUST MENTIONED; PICKED UP BY
PHIBRON V. .

G: I'M CONFUSED AS TO WHAT THE EXISTING PHIBRON WAS.:

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS : '

A: YOU'LL RECALL THE OKINAWA TASK FORCE OR WHATEVER YOU

WANT TO CALL IT, HAD A MARINE BLT, THAT WAS ASSOCIATED WITH
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THE PHIBRON. THAT'S THE NORMAL WAY THESE FELLOWS ARE USED.

THE ONLY THING WE DID DIFFERENTLY DN THIS ONE, IS THAT WE HAD
THOSE 7v# THAT WE MDVED DOWN FOR THE EVACUATION WITH THF
BLUE RIDGE GROUP. -

O: ON THAT SOUTH VIETNAMESE BOMBING, THEY DO ‘USE AMERICAN
SUPPLIED NAPALM, DON'T THEY? .

A: THEY HAVE THAT.

N: DO I GATHER CORRECTLY arM YOUR EARLTER STATFNFNT THAT
THERE IS NO MOVEMENT OF EITHER SHIPS OR PLANES 0OR MEN OTHER
THAN WHAT WE ALREADY HAVE IN THE SDUTH CHINA SEA FOR POSSIBLF
EVACUATION? ' ' :

A: THE QUESTION T ANSWERED WAS ON NFW ALERTS. THERE ARE, OF
COURSE, A CONTINUING MOVEMENT OF AIRPLANES, BACK AND FORTH, I
WOULDN'T WANT TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTION YES, FLAT QUT.

O: I UNDERSTAND THAT, BUT PUT ASIDE AIRPLANES, THERE ARF
NO OTHER SHIPS OR MARINES BEING MOVED DOWN TOWARD THAT AREA?

CA: NONE THAT I AM AWARE 0OF.

Q: SIR, DO YOU HAVE A ROUND NUMBER ON THE NUMBER OF SHIPS?
PAGE &4 RUFEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS
IS IT THIRTY, IT'S HARD TO ADD THEM UP?

A: MY ADDING CAME TO ARQUND 44 ADDING UP THE FIGURES I JUST
GAVE YOU. NAY BE A LITTLE MORE,

O: COULD YOU PROVIDE US AN INTERPRETATION (OF THE WAR POWERS

ACT AS TO THE LIMITATIONS THAT EXIST OR THAT ARE ACCEPTED BY

THE PENTAGON ON THE USE OF MILITARY FORCE TO PROTECT AM
EVACUATION OF AMERICAN CITIZNES? SPECIFICALLY, AS Tf) WHAT THE
LIMITATIONS ARE ON EXCALATION; HOW FAR CAN THE PRESIDENT GO IN
SUPPORTING, WITH MILITARY FORCE, SUCH AN EVACUATION?

A: YOU HEARD THE PRESIDENT THE DTHER NIGHT.I DON'T THINK
THAT'S AN ANSWERABLE QUESTION, I THINK YOU'D HAVE TO WAIT AND
SEE WHAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES WERE.

Q: SOMEBODY HAS TO HAVE SOME IDEA. . . .

A: THIS WOULD BE A COMMAND DECISIGN AT THF HIGHEST LEVEL WHrN
THE TIME COMES.

Q: IN OTHER WORDS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES IS-THE
ONE WHO DECIDES HOW FAR HE CAN GD IN ESCALATING? .

A: I AM SURE HE CONSULTS BEFORE HE DECIDES, BUT THAT IS HIS
DECISION.

Q: AND AS FAR AS YOU KNOW THERE IS NO LIMITATION?

- PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS

A: WE'WE GOT TO APPLY THE RULE 0OF REASON,

Q: PRACTICAL LIMITATIONS AS TO WHAT RESOURCES YOU HAVE
AVATLABLE?

A: T DON'T REALLY THINK WE COULD ANSWER THE QUESTION, THE
PRESIDENT SAID THE OTHER NIGHT THE WAR POWERS ACT DOES PERMIT
HIM TO TAKE, T FORGET WHAT HIS WORD WAS o« « . .

Q: SOMETHING ON PRECISE LIMITATIONS -~ HE DIDN'T MAKE 17 VERY
CLEAR,

A: T'M NOT VERY CLEAR EITHER. WHY DON'T I TAKE YOUR QUESTION
AND SEE IF WE CAN GIVE YOU AN ANSWER. FROM A PRACTICAL STAND-
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POINT, I THINK EVERYONF HAS AGREED THAT HE HAS THE POWERS TO
USE SOME MILITARY FORCE, +
Q: THERE'S NO RESTRICTION THAT WOULD PROHIBIT THE USE OF B-52

BOMBERS, LET!S SAY?

A: T CAN HARDLY IMAGINE A CASE WHERE THEY'D DO THAT FROM A
REALISTIC STANDPOINT, LET ME TAKE YOUR QUESTIOM.

Q@: IN THE CASE THAT MAY ARISE AND APPEARS TO BFE THE MOST
IMMEINENT CASE, SUPPDOSE THE SA-2 FIRED ON AMERICAN EVACUATION
PLANES AND HIT THEM, WOULDN'T THE PRESIDENT HAVE THE POWER TO
ORDER RETALTATION STRIKES AGAINST THOSE MISSILE SITES?

PAGE 6 RUEKJCLS 4769 UNCLAS

A: ITF AN ACTUAL EVACUATION WAS TAKING PLACE, YOU KNOW
WHAT WE'RE DOING NQOW IS NOT CALLED AM EVACUATION, THIS IS A
THINNING OUT. WHAT TODK PLACE AT THE END IN PHNOM PENH IS AN
EXAMPLE OF EVACUATION, THAT'S WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT.

Q: THAT STILL HAS TO COME, 1 PRESUME. :

A: REGHT. THIS IS WHAT T ASSUME THAT LLOYD (NORMANM, NEWSWEEK)
IS TALKING ABOQUT.

Q: SUPPOSE THOSE PLANES OR HELICDPTFRS ARE FIRED ON AND HIT;
SOME KNOCKED DOWN, WOULD WE RETALIATE WITH AIRSTRIKES AGAINST
MISSILES? ) ’ ’ . :

A: LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION, T0O0. MY OWN FEELING IS THAT
WE WOULD HAVE TOs5 THAT WOULD BE A LEGITIMATE THING TOQ 00, BUT
THAT'S JUST ME TALKING,

©: YOU WOULD HAVE TO DEFINE WHETHER THE PLANFb ARE CARRYING
AMERICANS OR SOUTH VIETNAMESE? -

A: THAT'S RIGHT. THERE ARE SOME TRICKY RAMIFICATIONS, LET ME
TAKE THE QOUESTION.

Q0: CAN YOU TELL US THE PRESENT STAGE 0OF THE FIGHTING N
VIETNAM AS TO THE THREAT TO SAIGON?

A: AS WE TALKED ABOUT YESTERDAY, IT'S DOWN TOWARDS THE LIGHTER
BT . '
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CSECTION 5 OF 5

CEND OF THE SCALE OF LIGHT-MODERATE-HEAVY. THERE'S ACTUALLY VERY

LITTLE CHANGE FROM YESTERDAY. THERE IS PRESSURE BEING BROUGHT TO
BEAR, ACTUALLY, IN THE MUMBER OF DIRECTIUNS FROM THE SOUTH-~

WEST —=~ VERY LITTLE FROM THE EAST AT THIS POINT -- AND SOME

FROM THE NORTHWEST, BUT IT ISN'T BIG AT THIS STAGE. AS WE

SAID YESTERDAY, WHAT'S COMING MEXT WE HAVE YET TO StEE.

<~ BT
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SECTION 1 OF 5
& FROM OASD/PA
FOR INFORMATION AND PURLIC AFFALRS OFFICERS
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING
@ PART T: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIFFING BY MGEN SIDLE, WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 23, 1975, 11:15 A M.
1. ON THE HILL: MR. GREENBERG, DIRECTOR 0OF MANPDWER PROGRAMS
@  (UASD-MERA) (S BEFORE THE HOUSE EDUCATION AND LASOR SURCOMMITTEE
WHICH 1S CONDUCTING HEARINGS ON VOCATIONAL, OCCUPATIONAL AND
CAREER EDUCATION., :
=y 2. NO SPEECHES TODAY. . :
" 3, THERE WAS A REPORT THAT THERE WOULD BE & PRESS CONFERENCE
HERE THIS AFTERNOON AT 4:a¥, THAT 1S TOTALLY URTRUE, UNFDUNDED
~,  WITHOUT BASUS. FEDERATION OF AMERICANGARAR ORGANIZATIONS IS
" OMEETING WITH MR, ELLSWORTH, ASD{ISA) 1IN A CLOSED SESSION AT 3:04
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4764 UNCLAS :
@ BUT THERE'S NO PRESS CONFERENCE INVOLVED.
' Q: WHAT'S THE SURJECT?
A: WHAT THE FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVES WANT TO DISGUSS
@ Y(TH DOD WAS NOT SPECIFIED.
' ©Q: DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE FEDERATINN, 1S IT PRIVATE
: NR QUASTI~OFFICIALS? : '
g At I THINK 1T'S MORE PRIVATE THAN ANYTHING ELSE. WE WEREN'T
" ABLE TO FIND OUT TOO MUCH ABOUT IT BUT THERE ARE SOME AMER-
ICAN ARABS UNOFFICIAL GROUPS IN THE COUNTRY AND THEY APPARENTLY
@ HAVE FORMED INTO A FEDERATION. I DON'T KNOW HOW OLD IT 1S 8UT
THEY DID WRITE IN AND ASK T0O TALK WITH A KNOWLFOGEABLE DEFENSE
OFFICTAL AND MR. ELLSWORTH AGREED TO TALK TO THEM; SUBJECTS
@  ARE UNKNOWN. 1 MAD SREAKFAST WITH MR, ELLSWORTH AND HE DOESN'T |
KNOW WHAT THEY'RE GOING TO ASK HIM,
4, RELEASE ON MONTHLY STRENGTH FIGURES FOR MARCH,
@ 5, RELEASE ON THE NEW 8 INCH MAJDR CALIRRE LIGHTWEIGHT GUN
OF THE NAVY WHICH HAS BFEN FIRED SUCCESSFULLY IN ITS INITIAL
TESTS. THEY'VE BEEN WORKING ON IT FOR SOME YEARS AND IT'S
@ DESIGNED TO REPLACE THE 5 INCH GUNS THAT ARE PRESENTLY 0N
N DESTROYERS. IT'S ACTUALLY LIGHTFR AND TAKES LESS SHIPBOARD
- PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS
g SPACE THAN THE OLD 8 INCH GUN THAT WAS ON CRUISERS, IT'S
2 APPARENTLY A GREAT WEAPON. IT'S AUTOMATIC.AND PERMITS A SINGLE
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OPERATOR TO LOAD AND FIRE PROJECTILES.

Q: IT'S NOT LASER GUIDED?

At T HAVE NOTHING ON THAT.

©O: ARE THE SAM=-2S NOW WITHIN RANGE 0OF TAN SON NHUT?

A: NOT THAT WE COULD DETERMINE YET, I HATE TO SAY NO,
BUT WE DON'T HAVE ANY INDICATION THAT THEY ARF THAT COULD
HAPPEN AT ANY TIME AS YOU WEUL KNOW, )

. Q: HAVE ANY OF THE PLANES COME UNDER EITHER MISSILE DR
ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE? ‘

At NO PLANES HAVE COME UNDER MISSILE FIRE. WE HAVE FOUR
REPORTS OF PLANES POSSIBLY COMING UNDER SOME KIND OF GROUND
FIRE. I BROUGHT ONE ALONG AND IT'S VERY HAZY,., FOR INSTANCE,
AND THIS IS TYPICAL, THE PILOT WHILE TURNING TO MAKE HIS
APPROACH TO TAN SON NHUT, HE WAS QUITE AWAYS 0OUT STILL,

NDETECTED CIRCULAR WHITE MUZZLE FLASHES WHICH APPEARED TO BE

FIRED DIRECTLY AT THE AIRCRAFT, BUT NO TRACES OR AIR BURSTS
SHOWED UP .~—- WHICH AS YOU CAN SEE MAKES THIS A VERY HAZY
REPORT, THE PEOPLE ON THE SCENE ARE CONVINCED THAT NOMNME HAVE
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS

- ACTUALLY BEEN FIRED AT YET.

Q: ARE THE P LANES FOLLOWING ANY SPECIAL TACTICS GOING IN
AND OUT OF THE AIRPORT?

As T DON'T KNOW, 1 KNOW THAT WE WOULDN'T BE ABLE TO TELL
YOU WHAT THEY WERE AMYWAY,

Qs WHY NOT?

A: SURELY YOU KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT.

0: NO, I DON'T,

At IF YOU'RE GOING TO TELL A GUY WHD IS MAY BF GNING TO
SHOOGT AT YOU HOW YOU'RFE GOING TO COME INTO THE AIRPORT,
THATYS A VERY HELPFUL THING TO HIM, -

0: ARE THESE WHITE PUFFS SIMILAR TO ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE?

At THERE ARE NO PUFFS,

‘0 WHAT!'D YOU SAY? v )

At HE SAW FLASHES FEROM THE WEAPONS,

0: THERE WERE NO HITS THOUGH

At AS 1 SAY, ND HITS, MO TRACERS, NO AIRBURSTS.

O: DID SOME PILOTS REPORT TRACER BULLETS?

A: SOME OF THEM REPORTED TRACERS BUT ON FURTHER QUESTIONING
IT WAS DETERMINED THEY WEREN'T NECESSARILY COMING AT THEM. YOu
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS

KNOW IT'S KIND OF HARD T TELL UP IN THE AIR IF YOU SEF A TRACER
SGOING LIKE THIS ~— YOU KNOW IT IS GOING TO MISS YOU BUT YOU

DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT'S AIMED AT YOU.

0: DID ANYONE OF THOSE PILOTS HEAR TYPICAL ANTI~AIRCRAFT
TYPE EXPLOSIONS?

A: WE HAVE NO REPORTS OF THAT.

Q:HAS THERE BEEN ANY INOICATION OF DAMAGE, IN OTHER WORDS,
FRAGMENTS?
. A: NO, NOT A ONE, WE'RE TREATING THIS WITH CONSINERABLE
CAUTION AT THIS POINT. WE DON'T WANT TO SAY THEY WEREN'T SHOT

RN . L
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AT BUT WE SURE DON'T HAVE ANY HARD PROOF THAT THEY WERE,

Q: NONE OF THE FOUR REPORT ANY AIRBJRSTS°

A: THAT'S RIGHT.

Q: SOME OF THE FOUR SAW TRACERS?

A: YES.

Q: WHEN YOU SAY THE SAM=2S ARE NOT WITHIN RANGE DOES THIS
MEAN MONE HAVE BEEN FIRED AT -INCOMING PLANES?

A: I'™ SAYING WE DON'T HAVE ANY EVIDENCE. NONE HAVE BEEN
FIRED.

Q: DO YOU HAVE DOUBT THAT THEY CDULD BE WITHIN &ANGF IF THEY
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS
WANTED TQO BE?

A: 1 WOULD SAY THEY CFRTAINLY COULD BE. NEEDLES TD SAY,

EVERYONE'S LOOKING,

Q: HOW MANY EVACUATIONS FLIGHTS WERE CONDUCTED THERE, FOR
EXAMPLE, TODAY SAIGON TIME?

A: WE HAVE A LITTLE TROUBLE KEEPING TRACK OF THAT SINCE
STATE IS SUPPOSED TO REPOURT ON THIS. NOT ALL OF THE FLIGHTS ARE
ACTUALLY AIR FORCE PLAMES., YOU KNOW THERE'RE SOME CHARTERS. LET
ME TRY TO GET AN ANSWER ON THAT I SHOULD THINK WE'D BE ABLE TO
GET ONE. ’

Q: IS IT ALSO CGORRECT THAT SOME OF THE FLIGHTS ARE NOW GODING
TG GUAM?

A: YES, THAT IS CORRECT.

O: WHY IS THAT?

A: STATE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED THIS NORNING THAT GUAM WAS
GOING TOQ REPLACE CLARK AS THE CENTRAL HANDLINMG POINT AT LEAST
FOR VIETNAMESE. NOW THAT DOESN'T MEAN THAT SOME STILL WON'T GO
TO CLARK. THE CENTRAL, THE BASIC POINT, WILL BF GUAM.

0: WHAT DD YOU MEAN VIETNAMESE; THAT'S ALL.WE'RE EVACUATING
ISN'T IT? '

\BT
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At WE'RE EVACUATING AMERICANS TOO.

{ O: I SEE WHAT YOU MEAN, THE AMERICANS MIGHT COME INTO CLARK
BUT THE VIETNAMESE WILL GO TO GUAM, :

Q: ARE THERE STILL AMFRICANS LEAVING ON THEIR OWN, PAYING
THETR OWN WAY, USING COMMERCIAL - AIRLINFRS? - -

At THERE MUST BE BUT I'LL CHECK THAT. I DON'T HAVE ANY
REPORT ON THAT. THEY'RE KEEPING TRACK OF EVERYBODY NOW, BUT I
DON'T KNOW. ' ' ’

0: IN OTHER WORDS, THERE ARE SONE AMERICANS WHO MIGHT HAVE
LEFT ON COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS OUT OF SAIGON AND THEY WOULD HAVE
BEEN INCLUDED IN. ANY- TOTALS THAT ARE AVAILABLE?

R: LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION. IF YOU ASKED ME [AST WFEK, I
KNOW LAST WEEK THAT WAS TRUE. THEY WERE KEFEPING TRACK OF THEM
SO I PRESUME THEY'RE STILL KEEPING TRACK OF THEM BUT 1 DON'T
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS ' '

KNOW THAT ANY ARE GOING THAT WASY NOW.

I
L

O: SHOULDN'T ALL NON-ESSENTIAL AMERICANS BE OUT BY NOW?

A: T WOULD THINK SO, WE'RE GETTING DOWN,

Q: ALL THAT'S GOING OUT NOW IS VIETNAMESE?

A: NO, T SHOULDN'T HAVE SAID YES TO ALL, THEY'RE GETTING
DOWN TO MORE ESSENTIAL AS THEY THIN OUT. ‘

Q: BUT THE HEAVY MAJORITY OF PEOPLE LEAVING ARE NOW
VIETNAMESE?

A: T WOULD SAY THAT'S CORRECT, BUT [ WOULD ASK YOU TO
PLEASE ASK YOUR REFUGEE QUESTIONS OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT.

WE ARE ONLY THE EXECUTIVE AGENT ON THIS, I'M NOT IN A POSITION
REALLY TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS.

0: THERE'S ONE ALLIED QUESTION, WHAT ARE YOU DOING LOGIS~
TICALLY? YOU CAN'T SUDDENLY DUMP SEVERAL THOUSAND PEOPLE ON AN
ISLAND LIKE GUAM WITHOUT PREPARING TENTS AND MAKING SURE FQOOD
IS IN THERE AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND THE REST OF IT.

A: 0OF COURSE THIS ISN'T ALL THAT -SUDDEN. IN OTHER WORDS,

- THE COMMANDER ON GUAM, ADMIRAL MORRISON, WAS INFORMED THAT THIS

MIGHT HAPPEN AND HE HAS THE CAPABILITY 7O HANDLE SEVERAL THOU-

SAND AS FAR AS HOUSING 1S CONCERNED RIGHT OFF THE BAT., OBVIOUSLY,
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS

IF THE NUMBER GETS LARGE, HE WILL HAVE TO GO INTO TENTS AND I'M
SURE THEY CAN FLY IN THE NECESSARY SUPPLIES AND SO FORTH.
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Q: ARE WE NOW LOADING SOUTH VIETNAMESE ON THOSE FIVE COM=

hFRCIAL SHIPS THAT ARE IN PORT NEAR SAIGON?

A: MY INFORMATION 1S WE'RE NOT LOADING ANYONE ON THOSE SHIPS.

Q: ARE THERE FIVE OR FOUR?

A: THERE ARE FOUR THERE; FIVE YESTERDAY,

Q: DID ONF LLEAVE WITH SOUTH VIETNAMESE ON IT?

A ONE LEFT EMPTY AS I UNDERSTAND IT. IT DIDN'T HAVE ANY
VIETNAMESE ON IT, I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THE QUESTION.

Q: WHAT ARE THEY THERE FOR? ’

AT AS T TOLD YOU YESTERDAY, IT GETS INTO OUR MANY CONTINGENCY
PLANS AND IT'S 'IN CASE' PROPOSITION.

Q: TO EVACUATE WHO? '

A IT WOULD HAVE TO BE DECIHED LATER. YOU CAN DRAW YOUR OWN
CONCLUSION AS EASILY AS I CAN, IT'S ALL GOING TO DEPEND ON THE
SITUATION, . :

Q: DOES THAT INCLUDE SOME 1¢4,40d SOUTH VIETMNAMESE WE'RE
GOING TO TAKE OUT OF THERE? IS THE ARMADA THERE TO TAKE 0OUT
Lo, 8uAa?

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS

A: THE- ARMADA IS THERE TO DO WHAT IT'S TOLD TO NO WHEN THE

TIME COMES AND I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THAT WILL BF WHAT IT DOES

OR NOT.

Q: CAN WE FIND OUT WHAT THIS ARNADA CHONSISTS 0OF?

A: I UNDERSTOOD WE GAVE THAT TO YOU YESTERDAY. THERE ARFE
FIVE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS AND SEVEN SHIPS WITH PHIBRON V. THE TOTAL
NUMBER 0OF AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS DEPLOYED IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA-
AREA TS ABOUT A DOZEN., HOW MANY MSC SHIPS AVAILABLE T0O ASSIST
POSSIBLE EVACUATION OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE? TEN MSC PLUS ABOUT A

DOZEN FOREIGN AND THERE ARE SEVFRAL TUGS AND NUMEROUS BARGES.
I GAVE YOU THE COMMERCTIAL SHIPS, THAT'S ABOUT A DDZEN. THERF
ARE MORE THAN A DOZEN DESTRQOYERS, .
Q@: HOW ABOUT FIFTEEN?
A: TF YOU WANT TD SAY FIFTEEN, THAT WOULD BE REASONABLY CLOSE.
Q: WHAT'S THE POINT IN TELLING US THE NUMBER OF CARRIERS BUT
NOT THE DESTROYERS. v '
A: YOU CAN USE AS A RULE OF THUMB, AS YOU KNOW, THE CARRIER
ALWAYS TAKES TWO OR THREFE DESTROYERS WITH THEM.
Q: HOW ABOUT THE LONG BEACH?
A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT.
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS _
O: CAN YNU GIVE US A TOTAL NUMBER OF THE MARINES?
A: AGAIN [ CAN'T GIVE YOU A TIRM FIGURE. PHIBRONS NORMALLY

"CARRY A BATTALION LANDING TEAM WHICH VARY IN SIZE BUT IF YOU

FIGURE 8¥Y®» TO 1,488, THAT'S THE NORMAL FIGURE. SO THIS PHIBRON V
HAS EMBARKED A MARINE BATTALION LANDING TEAM.
Q: WHERE DID THEY COME FROM?
A: OKINAWA, :
Q: YOU WERE GOING TO GIVE US THE TYPES IN THE PHIBRON S0
£ COULD DETERMINE WHETHER 0OR NOT THEY COULD GO UP ON THE BFACH°
At TWO LSTS: TWO LSDS: AN LKA AND TWO LPDS.
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Q: HOW MANY PEDPLFE ARF NOW IN YDUR DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE
IN SAIGON? ' '
A: ABOUT 154, BUT I'LL CHECK THAT. _
@ [ 0: WHY ARE THOSE TRANSPORT SHIPS NEAR SAIGON?
A: 1 CAN'T TELL YOU ANYTHING MORE ABOUT THEM, I TOLD YOU THAT
THEY ARE THERE IN CASE THEY ARE NEEDED THIS WHOLE FLEET IS THERE'
‘éa TO BE AVAILABLE IF NEEDED.

&

[ Q: NOW THAT MOST OF THE AMFRICANS ARE THERE EXCEPT TO EVACU-
ATE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE, '
. A: YOU CAN DRAW THAT CONCLUSION. I'M JUST NOT GODING TO

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4767 UMNCLAS

PREDICT WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO BE USED EOR. . :
g Q: WHAT IS THE TOTAL CAPACITY OF ALL THE SHIPS? HOW MANY

HUMAN BEINGS CAN THAT FLEET TAKE OUT OF SOUTH VIETNAM?

A: LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION. IT WOULD DEPEND ON HOW FAR

g l-T'S GOING, OK., IN OTHER WORDS IF YOU ARE GOING TO MOVE A SHIP
EROM VUNG TAU 0OR SAIGON TO THE PHILIPPINES YOU COULD TAKE A
LONSTIDERABLY LARGER NUMBER THAN IF YOU'RE GOING TO MOVE THEM
g 156 TD 2,008 MILES. i
@: HOW MANY TRANSPORT SHIPS FOR HUMAN BEINGS IN THIS WHOLE
FLEET DO YOU HAVE? A : ‘
g Ay wWE CAN'T USE THAT AS A FIGURE BECAUSE IN OUR PREVIQOUS
h REFUGEE EFFORTS WE USED CARGO SHIPS AS WELL AS TRANSPORTS.
Q: FOR THIS PURPQOSE? ,
- At ALL OF THESE SHIPS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE IF WE
WANT TO USE THEM FOR IT. ' '
Q: 0OBVIOUSLY, YOU COULD TAKE OUT ABOUT 149,948 PEOPLE.
- A: T WOULD SAY THAT WOULD BE EASY. ‘

¥ .
¢ Q: DO YOU AHE ANYTHING ON HELICOPTERS AND MARINES ABODARD
THE MIDWAY?
a At [ DON T HAVE ANYTING ABBUT MARINES; THE MIDWAY DOES HAVE .
©ABT : ' '
4767 :
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SECTION 3 OF 5 - ,
HELICOPTERS ABOARD. I KNOW OF NO MARINE MOVEMENT TO THE MIDWAY.
: HOW MANY HELICOPTERS? ' :

I CAN'T SAY.,

WHAT KIND OF HELICOPTERS?

LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION.

ANYMORE MARINE MOVEMENTS FROM HAWAII TO OKINAWA?

NQO o .

OR FROM THE WEST COAST 70 HAWAII?

: NO MOVEMENTS OF THAT TYPE GOING ON,

0: THE PLANES ON THF CARRIFR, DO THFY HAVE THE DEVICES THAT
SEEK OUT MISSILES AND AUTUMATICALLY FIRE THE ROCKFT TO ATTACK

MISSILE SITES? ’

A: T DON'T KNOW. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION.

Q: HOW MANY HELICOPTERS, ROUND OR.PRECISE FIGURE, ARE AVAIL=-
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS -

ABILE ON THESE CARRIERS FOR EVACUATION PURPOSES?

A: LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION. -I KNOW WE CAN GIVE YOU A ROUND
FIGURE.

@: COULD YOU GIVE A SORT OF GENFRAL IDEA OF THEIR CAPACITY
IN TERMS OF PERSONNEL? THE REASON FOR MY QUESTION IS TO DETER-
MINE IF IT'S GOING TO TAKE ONE 'FELL SWOOP!' OR WHAT?

At 1T WILL TAKE MORE THAN ONE 'FELL SWOOP', BUT AS I
MENTIONED YESTERDAY, WE CAN DO THAT DEPENDING. (N THE 0OP-
POSITION. THAT'S AN EASY DAY'S JUB. YOU COULD IT IT LESS
THAN A DAY IF ITS ORGANIZED AND NOBODY IS STOPPING YQU.

Q: YOU CONSIDER IT ONE OPERATION?

A: IT WOULD BE ONE OPERATION, SAME AS THE PHNOM PENH.

Q: WAS IT THE PLAN T0O STAGE DUT OF VUNG TAU IF YOU HAVE
TO USE HELICOPTERS?

A: THAT IS ONE OF THE CONTINSENCIES,THERE ARE A NUMBER.

PO >ODC PO

"AGAIN, 1 DON'T WANT TO GET INTO THE GREAT VARIETY INVOLVED,

THAT OBVIOUSLY IS A POSSIBILITY BUT IT!S NOT REQUIRED.
Q: THIS DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE EVACUATION LONG HAUL

| AND SHORT HAUL REALLY ISN'T THAT IMPORTANT, IF YOU WANT TO GET
KﬁEDPLE OUT. :

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS
A: IT IS ON SHIPS.
Q: NOT TF YOU WANT THE PEOPLE OUT, WE CAN GET THEM OUT.
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A: NOW, YOU'RE ASSUMING SOME SORT OF A SYSTEM WHEREBY

HEY CAN GET ON BOARD, OH YES. _

Q: IS THERE ANY PRORLEM IN THE PHILIPPINES ABDUT BRINGING
MORE PEOPLE IN, IS THERE A LACK OF CAPACITY FOR ADDITIONAL
STAGING? ‘ '

A: CLARK 1S NDT REALLY A GOUD PLACE FOR ANY KIND OF A
MASSIVE OPERATION OF THAT TYPE. THEY CAN HANDLE A COUPLE OF
THOUSAND, THAT WAS ONE OF THE MAIN TRANSSHIPMENT PODINTS FOR
TROOPS BUT THEY CLOG UP PRETTY FAST,

Q: DIDN'T THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT ALSO OBJECT TO THAT?

Al DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT, I‘D HAVE TO CHECK THAT. MAYBE
YOU SHOULD ASK STATE.

0: CAM THE F-14S BE USED UPtRAT[ONLLY AS A COVER IN ASSIST-
ING THE EVACUATION?

A: YES, SURELY, SURELY. :

0: WE WERE DOWN TO 1,508 YESTERDAY, IS THAT 1,543 AND
HOLDING? :

A: AGAIN, T'LL REFFR YOU TO THE STATE DFPARTMENT FOR AN
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS
ACCURATE FIGURE ON THAT, [ DON'T KNOW,

O: DO YOU KNOW IF AMERICANS ARE STILL COMING QUT?

A: YES, 1 CAN SAY THAT, THAT'S A FACT.

Q: ARE THERE ANY MOVEMENTS OF B-52S TOWARD GUAM?

At T WOULDN'T COMMENT ON THAT ANYWAY.

O: HAS THERE BEEN ANY INCREASE IN THE B=52 ON GUAM?

A: 1 KNOW OF NO WORLDWIDE CHANGE IN ANY B-52 SETUP.

Q: ANY INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF PLANES IN THAILAND?

A: AGAIN, THAT'S THF SORT OF THING I DON'T WANT TO COMMENT

- ON.

Q: HAVE ANY MARINES IN THE UNITED STATES OR HAWAI{ REEN
ALERTED FOR MOVEMENT WITHIN THE NEXT FFW DAYS?

" A: NO ORDERS HAVE GONF OUT OF THIS BUILDING TO ALERT ANY-
BODY FOR ANYTHING. ) ‘

O: AFP REPODRTED FROM SAIGON TODAY, THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE
AIR FORCE —- THIS IS SKETCHY =-- IS USING A SORT OF ROMB NOW
WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS A COMPRESSION BOMB WHICH CREATES A VACUUM
WHICH SUFFOCATES PEOPLE.

A: I SAW THAT. I DON'T KNOW OF ANY BOMB LIKE THAT, THE REPORT
I SAW CALLED IT AN *ULTRALFTHAL, ASPHIXIATION BOMB' AND THAT'S
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS
A NEW ONEF ON ME, AS FAR AS I KNOW WE DOM'T HAVE ANYTHING LIKE
THAT IN OUR INVENTORY, SO I VIEFWED THAT REPORT WITH SOME DOUBT.

Q: NAPALM WILL HAVE THAT EFFECT?

A: OF COURSE, BUT THAT WOULDN'T BE A NEW ULTRALFETHAL
ASPHIXIATED BOMB,

Q: THERE HAVE BFEN PREVIOUS REPORTS THAT THE ARMY DR THE AIR
FORCE HAVE DEVELOPED A WEAPON THAT SORT OF SUCKS THE OXYGEN QOUT OF
AN AREA. : .

A: WE HAD A BOMB A WHILE BACK THAT WAS -- AS A SIDE EFFECT

DID SUCK SOME OXYGEN —-- NOUT ENOUGH TO BE USED AS A WEAPON
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ITSELF =— BUT IN QRDER TO FACILITATE THE EXPLOSION QF OTHER
BOMBS. THAT'S NOT NEW. I DON'T REMEMBER THE NAME OF IT MAYBE
THAT'S WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT. I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION ON
THAT.

Qi YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT?

A: NO, I DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT.,

Q: COULD NAPALM ASPHIXIATE?

A: IF THEY MEAN NAPALM, EVERYBODY KNOWS WHAT NAPALM IS ==
THEY HAVE NAPALM.,

Q: IF THEY HAD FOUND A CORPSE THAT WAS ASPHIXIATED AND NOT
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS .
BURNED, COULD NAPALM HAVE DONE THAT? :

A: YES, BUT THAT'S NOT A NEW ULTRALETHAL ASPHIXIATION BOMB.

Q: IS IT TRUE THAT THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT HAS PROPOUSED A
$1.1 MILLION 'PAMER FUND' TO FIND SOME WAY OF TAKING CARE OF
GENERALS AND ADMIRALS NOW THAT THEY ARE BEING STRIPPED OF THEIR
ENLISTED AIDES? |

A: AS YOU PHRASE THE QUESTION, I'M SURE THE ANSWER IS NO
BECAUSE WE HAVE NO FUNDS EARMARKED TO PAMPFER GENERALS. HAVING

" BEEN KEEPING A 17-RO0M HOUSE MYSELF WITHOUT ANY ASSISTANCE, I

CAN SEE THE NEED FOR SUCH A FUND. LET ME TAKE THE OUESTION.

Q: T DON'T KNOW ABOUT THE MONEY FIGURE. THERE IS A STUDY
GOING ON -TO SEE IF THERE ISN'T SOMETHING THAT CAN 8E DONE TO
HELP THE 55=YEAR OLD HOUSEWIFE -WHO HAS TO KEEP A 17-ROGM
HOUSE WITHOUT MAKING HER HUSBAND COME HOME FROM WORK TO HELP
HER —- THERE'S A STUDY ON THAT -- 1 HAVEN'T HEARD A DOLLAR
FIGURE BUT LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION, .

Q: SOMETIME AGQ, I ASKED WHY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT WAS
CLOSING DOWN THE FLAG OFFICERS DINING ROOM; THAT WAS A SELF- .
SUPPORTING OPERATION? YOU NEVER GAVE US AN ANSWER.

A: IT WAS NOT SELF-SUPPORTING., HOWEVER, LET ME BRING YOU
BT
#4768 : ' r
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UP TO DATE ON THAT. 1 HAVEN'T GIVEN YOU AN ANSWER BECAUSE

THEY HAVEN'T GOT IT RESOLVED YET. I HAVE MET WITH THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE CONCESSIONS COMMITTEE AND THEY HAVE PROVIDED ME WITH THE
RATIONALE ON WHY THEY CLOSED [T DOWM WHICH I JUST RECEIVED

MOND

Y OU

Do S
8]

AY AND T

M STUDYING IT AT .THE MOMENT TO SEE IF WE CONCUR.

MAKE A GOOD POINT, THERE ISK'T TAY PLLCE T0O 00 UNLLSS HEY

OME THING,
: ARE YOQU

GOING TO CLARIFY THE QUESTINN AS TO WHAT HAPPENS

TO THE PROFITS THAT THEY DERIVE FROM THE VARIOUS CONCESSTONS?

A

I'cL CH

ECK-THAT. 1 WAS MORE WORRIED ABOUT THE OTHER THAN

THAT. AS YOU KNOW, THE WELFARE FUND BUSINESS HAS BEEN GOING ON
A LONG TIME, [ HAVE NOT CHECKED THAT,

FOR
Q

Al

PAGE

Q3
A-

R

Q:

A
Q

A

SPEC

Q:

¢ IS THAT
THAT MA

JUSTIFIABLE? .
Y BE A MATTER OF QPINION,

2 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS

THE FAC
QUR GRAND

¢ I'LL TA

T THAT IT WENT ON A LONG TIME, DOESN'T JUSTIFY IT.

NO, T AGREE WITH THAT. JUST BECAUSE IT WAS GOOD ENOUGH

FATHERS, DOESN'T MEAN THAT IT'S GOOG ENOUGH FOR US.

HOW MANY MARINES DO WE HAVE ON OKINAWA NOW?

KE THE QUESTION,

t IT WOULD BE CORRECT-TO SAY THAT THE TOTAL NUMBRER WITH
THIS FORCE IS 5,0407?

ULATE.
WHEN PH

I DONM'T

WANT TO GO INTO NUMBERS, BUT YOU'RE ALLOWED TO

IBRON WENT OUT TO THE PACIFIC, IT WAS SUPPOSED

TO ROTATE WITH EXISTING PHIBRON FORCES? HAS IT?

A
Q:
A
Q:

A
ONE

NO, THEY'RE BOTH THERE,

IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA?

THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AREA, YES.

THAT'S ANOTHFER BLT THEN?
: NO, THAT'S THE ONE WE WERE JUST TALKING -ABOUT -- SAMF
—-— NOT ANOTHER ONE. THERE'S NO ADDITIONAL ONE,., THE ONLY

RECENT ADDITION IS THE ONE T JUST MENTIONED3; PICKED UP BY

PHIB

Q:

PAGE

A

WANT

RON V.

I'™ CONFUSED AS TO WHAT THE EXISTING PHIBRON WAS,

3 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS

TO CALL

YOU'LL RECALL THE OKINAWA TASK FORCE OR WHATEVER YOU

[Ts HAD A MARINE BLT, THAT WAS ASSOCIATED WITH

2322294/%
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THE PHIBRON. THAT'S THE NORMAL WAY THESE FELLOWS ARE USED.
THE ONLY THING WE DID DIFFERENTLY ON THIS ONE, IS THAT WE HAD
THOSE 7% THAT WE MOVED DOWN FOR THE EVACUATIOM WITH THE
BLUEF RIDGE GROUP. ,

0: ON THAT SOUTH VIFTNAMESE BOMHING, THEY DO ‘USE AMERICAN
SUPPLIED NAPALM, DON'T THEY? :

A: THEY HAVE THAT.

R: DO I GATHER CORRECTLY FRﬂM YDUR EARLIER STATEMENT THAT
THERE IS NO MOVEMENT OF EITHER SHIPS DR PLANES DR MEN OTHER
THAN WHAT WE ALREADY HAVE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA FOR  POSSIBLE
EVACUATION? : '

A: THE QUESTION 1 ANSWERED WAS 0ON NEW ALERTS. THERE ARE, OF
COURSE, A CONTINUING MOVEMENT GF ATRPLANES, BACK AND FORTH, I
WOULDN'T WANT TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTION YFS, FLAT QUT.

O+ 1 UNDERSTAND THAT, BUT PUT ASIDE AIRPLANES, THERE ARE
ND OTHER SHIPS OR MARINFS BEING MOVED DOWN TOWARD THAT AREA?

A: NONE THAT 1 AM AWARE 0OF,.

Q: SIR, DO YOU HAVE A ROUND NUMBER ON THFE NUMBER OF SHIPS?
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS A
IS IT THIRTY, IT'S HARD TO ADD THEM UP? :

A: MY ADDING CAME TO AROUND 40 ADNDING UP THE FIGURES I JUST

~GAVE YBU. NAY BE A LITTLE MORE.-

0: COULD YOU PROVIDE US AN INTERPRETATION (IF THE WAR POWERS
ACT "AS TO THE LIMITATIONS THAT EXIST OR THAT ARE ACCEPTED BY
THE PENTAGON ON THE USE OF MILITARY FORCE TO PROTECT AN
EVACUATION OF AMERICAN CITIZNES? SPECIFICALLY, AS T0 WHAT THE
LIMITATIONS ARE ON EXCALATION; HOW FAR CAN THE PRESIDENT GO IN
SUPPORTING, WITH MILITARY FORCE, SUCH AN EVACUATION?

A: YOU HEARD THE PRESIDENT THE OTHER NIGHT.T DON'T THINK
THAT'S AN ANSWERABLE QUESTION, I THINK YOU'D HAVE TO WALT AND
SEE WHAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES WERE.

Q0: SOMEBODY HAS TO HAVE SOME IDEA. . . .

A: THIS WOULD BE A COMMAND DECISION AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL WHEN
THE TIME COMES.

0: IN OTHER WORDS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES IS THE
ONE WHO DECIDES HOW FAR HE CAN GO IN ESCALATING?

At I AM SURE HE CONSULTS BEFORE HE DECINDES, BUT THAT IS HIS
DECISION. ,

Q: AND AS FAR AS YOU KNOW THERE IS NO LIMITATION?

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS

At WE'VE GOT TO APPLY THE RULE OF REASON.

@: PRACTICAL LIMITATIONS AS TO WHAT RESOURCES YOU HAVE
AVATLABLE? ‘ ’

A: 1 DON'T REALLY THINK WE COULD ANSWER THE QUESTION, THE
PRESIDENT SAID THE OTHER NIGHT THE WAR POWERS ACT DOES PERMIT
HIM TO TAKE, 1 FORGET WHAT HIS WORD WAS o o o o

Q: SOMETHING ON PRECISE LIMITATIONS —-— HE DIDN'T MAKE IT VERY
CLEAR, :

A: I'M NOT VERY CLEAR EITHER. WHY DON'T I TAKE YOUR QUESTION
AND SEE IF WE CAN GIVE YOU AN ANSWER. FROM A PRACTICAL STAND-

e’

~
H
ot
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POINT, I THINK EVERYONE HAS AGREED THAT HE HAS THE POWERS TO.

USE SOME MILITARY FORCE.

O: THERE'S NO RESTRICTION THAT WOULD PROHIBIT THE USE OF B- 52
BOMBERS, LET'S SAY?

A: T CAN HARDLY IMAGINE = A CASE WHERE THEY'D DO THAT FROM A
REALISTIC STANDPOINT. LET ME TAKE YOUR QUESTTON,

Q: IN THE CASE THAT MAY ARISE AND APPEARS TO BE THE MOST
IMMINENT CASE, SUPPOSE THE SA-2 FIRED ON AMERICAN EVACUATION
PLANES AND HIT THEM, WOULDN'T THE PRESIDENT HAVE THE POWER TO
ORDER RETALIATION STRIKES AGAINST THOSE MISSILE SITES?
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS
" -A: IF AN ACTUAL EVACUATION WAS TAKING PLACE, YOU KNOW
WHAT WE'RE DOING NOW TS NOT CALLED AN EVACUATION, THIS IS A
THINNING OUT. WHAT TOOK PLACE AT THE END IN PHNOM PENH IS AN
EXAMPLE (OF EVACUATION, THAT'S WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT.

Q: THAT STILL HAS TO COME, [ PRESUME.

A: RIGHT. THIS IS WHAT I ASSUME THAT LLOYD (NORMAN, NEWSWEEK)

IS TALKING ABOUT.

Q: SUPPOSE THOSE PLANES OR HEL[COPTERS ARE FIRED ON AND HIT;
SOME KNOCKED DOWN, WOULD WE RETALIATE WITH AIRSTRIKES AGAINST
MISSILES? : .

A: LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION, TOD, MY OWN FEELING IS THAT
WE WOULD HAVE TD; THAT WOULD BE A LEGITIMATE THING TO DD, BUT
THAT'S JUST ME TALKING. '

Q: YOU WOULD HAVE TO DEFINE WHETHER THE PLANES ARE CARRYING
AMERICANS OR SOUTH VIETNAMESE?.

A: THAT'S RIGHT. THERE ARFE.SOME TRICKY RAMIFICATIONS, LET ME
TAKE THE QUESTIGON.

O: CAN YOU TELL US THE PRESENT STAGF QOF THF FIGHiING IN

CVIETNAM AS TO THE THREAT TO SAIGON?

At AS WE TALKED ABOUT YESTERDAY, IT'S DOWN TOWARDS THE LIGHTER
BT ’ ’ o o
#4769 :
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~ SECTION 5 OF 5 .
END OF THE SCALE OF LIGHT-MODERATE-HEAVY., THFERE'S ACTUALLY VERY
LITTLE CHANGE FROM YFSTERDAY. THERE IS PRESSURE BEING BROUGHT TO
REAR, ACTUALLY, IN THE NUMBER OF DIRECTIONS FROM THE SOUTH-
WEST == VERY LITTLE FROM THF EAST AT THIS POINT —-= AND SOME
FROM THE NORTHWEST, BUT IT ISN'T BIG AT THIS STAGE. AS WE
SAID YESTERDAY, WHAT'S COMING NEXT WE HAVE YET TD SEE,
BT : '
44770
NNNN .
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SECTION 1 OF 5 ﬂ%zg A IJﬁ/QD
g FROM DASD/PA
" EOR INFORMATION AND PURLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS RRIFFING
@ PART 1: DOD BRIEFING BY MGEN SIDLE, THURSDAY, APRIL 24,
1975, 11:15 A.M :
1. DN THE HILL: DR. JOHN J. BENNETT., ACTING ASD(I&L), IN
g OPFN SESSION BEFORE HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS DEFENSE SUBCOMMITTEE
" ON DFFENSE PROCUREMENT POLICY. THERE WILL BE SOME ARMY WIT-
NESSES THIS AFTERNOGN. _ o _
& 2. SPEECHES: ADWMIRAL HOLLOWAY, CNO, AND GENMERAL CUSHMAN,
Y MARINE COMMANDANT, SPEAKS BEFORFE NAVY LFAGUE CONVENTION IN
NEW NRLEANS, LA,

3, THE LOADING FOR A ROUTINE AMPHIRIOUS TRAINING EXERCISE
WILL BEGIN TOMORROW IN SAN DIFGO, CALIFDRNIA. THIS THING'S
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4895 UNCLAS '
~ | BEEN SCHEDULED FOR MANY MONTHS. IT HAS NO CONNECTION WITH
B Y SOUTHEAST ASTA AND THESE EXERCISES GO ON DOWN THERE OFF SAN
DIEGO QUITE OFTEN. THE TROOPS WILL START LOADING ABOARD THE
8 TRANSPORTS TOMORROW, APRIL 25. SO WHEN. YOU START GETTING STOR-

* | IES ABOUT THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION BEING EMBARKED FOR SOUTH-
EAST ASIA, THEY WILL NOT BE TRUE. THEY ARE COMING OUT OF CAMP
PENDLETON AND THE EXFERCISE WILL INVOLVE ABOUT TWf DOZEN SHIPS.
IT'LL BE BASICALLY THE FIFETH MARINE AMPHIBIOUS BRIGADE QUT OF
THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION.,

Q: TWD THOUSAND?

A: A BRIGADE=STZE THAT'LL BF, WHAT YNU MIGHT SAY A REIN=
FORCED REGIMENT, THAT'D BE CLOSER T0 5,000.

Q: WHERE WILL THE EXERCISE TAKE PLACE?

A: OFF THE CALIFORNIA COAST.

Q: ARE THEY GDING TO HAVE AN AMPHIBIOUS LANDING ON THE
CALIFORNIA COAST? , _

A: THAT'S WHAT THEY NORMALLY DO 3 I DIDN'T LOOK UP THE
SCEMARIO.

Q: IS THIS A TRAINING EXERCISE?

A: IT'S A TRAINING EXERCISE.

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4895 UNCLAS
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4 Q: IS IT DESERT TRAINING OR JUST AMPHIRIOQUS? //_,
- A: NOT DESERT, NO OESERT., /7{5;’ 7 ///
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@} Q: DO YOU HAVE A NICKNAME FOR ITP

A: EXERCISE 'BELL _BUSTER.' IT WAS ORIGINALLY ANNDUNCED ON
THE 18TH 0OF APRIL. : :
€ 4. VIE HAVE THE RECRUITING RESULTS FOR MARCH. :
. 5., WE HAVE SOME ADDITIONAL ANNOQUNCEMENTS AROUT THE ARMY'S
AFFILIATION PROGRAM WHERE THEY USE A NATIONAL GUARD BRIGADE
g AND AFFILIATE IT TO A DIVISION, THEN THAT DIVISION MONITORS
‘ CLOSELY ITS TRAINING AND ITS REANDINESS SO THAT IF THE NDIVISION
SHOULD GO TO WAR, IT'D HAVFE THE OPTION 0OF HAVING AN EXTRA
a BRIGADE WITH IT. THE NDFTAILS ARF IN THF RELEASE.
g 6. YOU ASKED ME YESTERDAY ABQUT THE LIFT CARRYING CAPA-
BILITY OF HELICOPTERS. IT'S INTERESTING TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE
@ SO MANY VARIABLES IT'S HARD T0O CONE UP WITH A GENERALIZATION
"\ BUT HERE'S THE STAMDARND: AT A 9@-DFGREE TEMPERATURE AND AT
SEA LEVEL AND IF THF WINDS AREM'T BAD, YOU CaAN PUT A MARINE
q OR ARMY TROOPER WITH HIS EQUIPMENT —— WHICH WOULD COME TO
| ABDUT 249 POUNDS, IT WOULD. BE LESS FOR OTHERS, THE CH-46 CAN
CARRY 16 PASSENGERS UNDER THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES AND THE CH-53-  CAN
a PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4895 UNCLAS
' CARRY 37. NOW AS YOU CAN SEE ALL OF THAT IS VARIABLE. OBVIOUSLY,
CIF YOU DON'T CARRY FQUIPMENT, YOU CAN PUT.MNRE PEOPLE ON IT,
Q& “BUT AS YOU- GO UP-IN THE AIR, Y{l) HAVE THINNER AIR, YOU CARRY

LFSS. THE HEAT ALSD HAS AN FFFECT == 99-DEGREE HAPPENS TO RE
A GOOD OPERATING TEMPERATURE FOR THIS ARFA THAT WE'RE TALKING
-~ AROUT ., ‘ )

0: JUST AS A MATTER OF HISTORY, DID THE CRHOPPER PILAOTS IN
THE VIETNAM WAR ALWAYS GET OUT AND ASCERTAIN THE STANDARDS
@ BEFORE THEY LIFTED OFF? ’

A WE DID PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO SEVERAL 0OF THESE FACTORS.
SOME OF THEM WERE FAIRLY- STANDARD SUCH AS IF YOU'RE OPERATING OUT
OF PLEIKU YOU KNOW WHAT THE TERPERATURE IS MOST OF THE TIME AL~
THOUGH 1T DID VERY SOME THERE, YOU KNOW WHAT THE WINDS WERE,
BUT THE CHOPPER PILOTS WERE VERY CAREFUL TO TRY TO AVOID OVER-
LOADING BECAUSE THAT'S DANGEROUS. THEY DON'T LIKE IT ANY MORE
THAN THE GUYS THAT ARE RIDING WITH THEM, THEY DO PAY ATTENTION
T0 THESE FACTORS.

7. YESTERDAY I WAS ALSO ASKED ABOUT THE ULTRA LETHAL ASPHIX-
TATION BOMB. WE DID HAVE IN 16764 IN VIETNAM AN EXPERINENTAL
BCMB WE CALLED A_CBU 55, I'™ SURE SOME OF YQOU WILL REMEMBER,

Q PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4895 UNCLAS : .
' THIS WAS DESIGNED TO CREATE A HIGH PRESSURE EXPLOSION. WHAT YOU
DID FIRST WAS CLEAR OUT A LANDING ZONE WITH WHATEVER MEANS YOU
& WERE GOING TO USE. REMEMBER WE HAD SOME EXTRALARGE -BOMBS WE
' SED FOR THAT, A 'DAISY CUTTER,' I THINK SOME WERE CALLED. THEN
YOU PUT IN ONE OF THESE THINGS WHICH CREATED A HIGH-OVER :
g PRESSURE WHICH EXPLODED ANY MINES (R HBOOBY TRAPS THAT WERE IN
THE LANDING ZONE. THIS IS THE ONLY THING THAT STORY (F YESTER-
DAY MIGHT HAVE REEN TALKING ABNDOUT.
<) THIS WEAPON HAD TO BE DROPPED OUT OF A HELICOPTER OR A
SLOW~-SPEED FIXED-WING AIRCRAFT. IT WAS A CANNISTER WHICH
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HAD THREE DTHER CANNISTERS WITHIN. I WON'T GO INTO ALL THE
DETAILS BUT WHAT IT DIND WAS CREATE A HEAVY EXPLOSION WITH
CONSTNDERABLE DOWN=PRESSURFE AND IT COULD BE THAT'S WHAT THE
STORY YESTERDAY WAS TALKING ABCGUT. THE CHANCES 0OF ANY 0OF THOSE
BEING OVER THERE ARE KIND OF SLIM BUT IT IS POSSIBLE THERE WERE
A FEW THERE. THEIR SHELF LIFE IS SHORT, RBUT AS IN ANYTHING ELSE,
SOME 0OF THEM PROBABLY WOULD STILL WORK. SO WE EXPECT THAT'S
WHAT 1T WAS. IT'S THE EQUIVALENT OF A 580-POUND HIGH-EXPLOSIVE,
GENERAL PURPOSE BOMB BUT WITH THE FORCE AIMED INTO THE GROUND
AND IT'S QUITE POSSIBLE THAT IF SOME GUY HAPPENED TO BF IN
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4895 UNCLAS
THE MIDDLE OF THAT HE COULD RE ASPHIXIATED BFECAUSE OF THE
DOWN BLAST EFFECT,., THAT'S PROBABLY WHAT THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT.

Q: THEY'RE SAYING IN SAIGON THAT THESE PEOPLE COULD BE
ASPHIXIATED WITHIN 20#@ YARDS, :

A: T DON'T BRELIEVE THE AREA OF EFFECT ‘IS THAT BIG, BUT
UNDER CERTAIN CLIMATIC CONDITIONS THAT MIGHT BE RIGHT. -THIS
BOMB WAS DESIGNED FOR THE NORMAL SIZE LANDING ZONE WHICH wouLD
BE "SMALLER THAN 2## YARDS.

Q: ARE THESE STANDARD EXPLOSIVES OR ARE THEY SOME KIND OF
FUEL OIL OR GAS QR SOUMETHING?

A: WHAT HAPPENS IS THAT THE CANNISTER RUPTURES, DISBURSING

AN AEROSOL CLOWUD WHICH IS DETONATED AND PROVIDES A BLAST EFFECT

EQUIVALENT TO A 50#9-POUND HIGH-EXPLOSIVE GFENERAL PURPNSE BOMB,
THEE DIFFERENCE BEING THAT THE MAIN BLAST IS DOWN,

Q: IT IS CLUSTER BOMB? ' K .

A: IT WAS A CLUSTER BOMB IN THAT IT BREAKS INTO THREE SuUB-
CANNISTER. IT*'S NOT CLUSTER BOMB IN THE SENSE THAT WE TALKED
ABOUT BEFORE, BUT IT IS A CLUSTER ROMB,

@: WHAT IS IN THE AEROSOL, GASOLINE DR, + . .

A: T'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT.

BT '
#4895
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Q: (INAUDIBLE) EXPLOSION VERSUS LITTLE BOMBLETS GOING OFF?

A: THAT'S THE IDEA, ’

Q: ONE TIME THEY WERE USING A SORT OF A COMPRESSED GAS THE
SAME KIND THAT WAS USED FOR HOUSEHOLD CODKING,

"A: THERE HAVE BEEN A LOT QOF EXPERIMENTS, THE RIG PROBLEM
THAT DEVELOPED WITH THIS ONE WAS THAT IT WAS SO INACCURATE.
ONE WAY OF PLACING IT WAS TO KICK IT OUT THE SIDE OF A HUEY.
THATYS FACTUAL AND YOU'VE GOT TGO BE PRETTY GOND AT THAT.

T SUPPOSE WITH ENDUGH PRACTICE YOU COULD GET GDOD AT IT. WE
DIN NOT USE THOSE TOQ ANY GREAT EXTENT. [T DID WORK FROM THE
STANDPOINT IF YOU COULD GET IT ON THE TARGET IT WOULD DETONATE
THE MINES aAtL RIGHT.,

Q: “WERE THESE STOPPED IN THE 1970572

A: ALL WE DID WAS TEST IT; WE NEVER RFALLY USED IT AND
OAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4896 UNCLAS
ACTUALLY IT WAS NEVER TESTED AS AN ANTI—PERSDMNEL WEAPON
BUT OBVIOUSLY TT HAS AN ANTI-PERSONNEL CAPABILITY, BUT MOT
VERY GDOD, ACTUALLY. IT'D BE INEFFICIENT FROM. THAT STANDPOINT.

Q: WHERE WAS IT TESTED, TN SOUTH VIETNAM? :

A: IN SOUTH VIETNAM,

Q: WHAT WAS IT TESTED FOR TO CLEAR LANDING AREAS?

A: AS T JUST SAID, T THOUGHT TO GET THE MINES AND BOOBY TRAPS
EXPLODED. IT WASN'T USED TO CLEAR THE AREA; YOU HAVE TO USE
SOMETHING ELSE.

Q: IT WAS PRETTY EFFICIENT TD EXPLODE MINES AMD ROUBY TRAPS
IN A SMALL AREA,

‘ A: TF YOU'RE ON A HELICOPTER COMING INTO A LANDIMG ZONE ITYS
REAL COMFORTING TO KNOW YOU'RE NOT GOIMG TO JUMP QUT AND LAND
ON A MINE. -

Q: IT!'S TO CLEAR A LANDING ZONE.

A: CLEARING IM QOUR TERMINOLOGY IS WHEN YOU KMOCK DOWN THE
TREES AND STUFF3 IT'S PART OF THE CLEARING PRD(FSS.

PD: FOR HELTICOPTER LANDING?

At YES, PART OF THE PROCESS, YOU'VE GOT TO KNOCK DOWN THE
TREES FIRST, THIS ISN'T ANY GOOD AT THAT.

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4896 UNCLAS i .

G: WAS IT TESTED IN COMBAT 0OR WAS IT TESTEN IN A QUIET AREA?

A 1T WAS TESTED IN COMBAT; IT WAS TESTED BUTH WAYS. - '
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Q: THE ATIR FORGCE SATID THAT THEY BOUGH T SOME OF THESE THINGS.
A YES, BUT THERE WERFN'T MANY. IT WAS A VERY SMALL PURCHASF
AND IT WAS DECIDED TT WASN'T REALLY WORTH IT. .
O: DO YOU HAVE ANY REASON TO THINK THIS IS WHAT WAS USED
THE OTHER DAY?
A IT'S THE ONLY THING T CAN FIND THAT EVFEN BEGINS TO
MEET THE DESCRIPTION, I FOUND IN LOOKING [T UP THAT SOME
PEOPLE USED TO CALL IT I8 SLANG —-- IT WASM!'T THE OFFICIAL
NAME == CALL IT AN ASPHIXIATION BOMB AND A DFEPRESSION BOMB
WHICH WERE THE WORDS MSED SO IT LEADS US TO BELIEVE THAT'S
GOT TO BF IT. :
O: THERE'S A SMALL CHANCE THAT THEY HAVE THESE THINGS.
THAT'S THE WORD YOU USED, 'SMALL CHANCE?!
AT NO, WE KNOW THERE'RE SOME THERE. NOBDDY KNOWS HOW MANY.
THERE CAM'T BE VERY MANY, AND THE SHELF LIFE IS CONSIDERED SHORT,
THE CHANCES ARE THAT MOST 0OF THEM WOULDN'T WORK. THIS IS '
REALLY NOT AN IMPORTANT FACTOR IS WHAT I'M SAYING.
-Q: WHAT'S THE CBU DESIGNATION STAND FQOR?
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4896 UNCLAS :

A: THAT'S THE CLUSTER BOMB,., IT'S A BOMB THAT BREAKS INTO
THREE PARTS, MOST CLUSTER BOMBS, AS Y KNOW, BREAK INTO
MANY MORE PARTS THATN THAT, BUT DON'T ASK ME WHY THEY NAMED
IT THAT. I HAVE NO IDEA.

D: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THE FIGHTING SITUATIDN IN VIETHMAM?

A: LET!S GET INTO THAT ALITTLE BIT. THE STANDARD QUESTION
YOU'VE BEEN ASKING ME IS ABOUT SA-2S. WE SITLL DON'T HAVE ANY
INFORMATION THAT WOULD PLACE THEM INSIDE THE 20 MILE RADIUS I
MENTIONED. HOWEVER, THERE ARF NOW A GREAT NUMBER HERE AND THERE
OF ENEMY TROOPS WITHIN 28 MILES, -

O: TWENTY #®MILES OF WHERE? ’

A: TWENTY MILES OF TAM SON MHUT.

Q: YOU SAID A GREAT NUMBER?

: 1 DON'T HAVE A NUMBER BUT THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PIACES
WHERE THE ENEMY 1S ESTIMATED TO #E WHICH WOULD BE INSIDE A
CIRCLE IF YQU DREW A 2¢—-MILE CIRCLE ARQUND TAN SON NHUT.

0: RUT NO SA-2S? ‘ '

At NO INDICATION OF THAT. :

Q: COULD WE SAY THOUSANDS OF TROOPS WITHIN THE 20 MILE CIRCLE?

A: T JUST DON'T HAVE ANY FIGURES ON IT3; [ GUESS THAT wWOULD
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4896 UNCLAS 7

"BE ALL RIGHT BUT I DON'T REALLY" KNOw I CAN'T CONFIRM IT.

Q: WHAT AAA WEAPONS DO THEY ®AVE WITHIN THAT CIRLE?

A: WE ACTUALLY HAVE NO INDICATION OF ANY BUT THEY HAVE WITH
THEM THE 575 AND THE 37S. WE DO NOT KNOW FOR SURE THAT THEY HAVE
THE SA-7S BUT WE'RE QUITE CONFIDENT THEY DO.

Q: IS THE 37 RADAR GUIDED?

A: THE 57 1S RADER QUIDED.,

O: WHAT ABOUT THE 377

A: T'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT. IN SOME CASES IT IS, IN SOME
CASES IT ISN'T, I BELIEVE, BUT LET ME TAKE THAT TO MAKE SURE.,
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OF GOURSE, YOU CAN FIRE IT UN=-RADAR GUIDED [F YOU WANT TO.

Q: THOSE ARE WHAT. —— ANTIAIRCRAFT NISSILES?

At ANTIAIRCRAFT GUNS. THEY FIRE SHELLS OR BULLETS.

Q: HOW ABOUT THIS 700M 24, QUAD?

A: NO INFROMATTON ON THAT. 'AGAIN THAT wOULD BE A LOGICAL ONE
TO SUSPECT BUT WE HAVE NO TNFORMATION. : ‘

Q: DO THEY HAVE THAT AT ALL? DO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE
THAT? : :
A: THEY HAVE HAD THE QUAD IN TH EIR INVENTORY IN THE PAST,

0: NO FURTHER INDICATION THAT AMERICAN PLANES HAVE BEEN:
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4896 UMCLAS
FIRED ON? - .

A: NO, ACTUALLY WE DOM'T EVEN HAVE ANY REPORTS TODAY.

0: IS THERE ANY ACTUAL FIGHTING GOING ON? :

A: THERE'S ABOUT THE SAME LEVEL AS YESTERDAY,

G: LIGHT?

A: TT'S LIGHT, IT'S IN JUST ABOUT THE SAME PLACES. THERE
ISN'T MUCH GOING ON TO THE EAST OF BIEN HOA TOWARD XUAN LOC,
THAT'S QUIET. THERE IS SOME FIGHTING TO THE SOUTHWEST AND
THERE'S FIGHTING 0N THE NORTHWEST BUT NOTHING BIG.

0: SOUTHWEST, HOW CLOSE TO SAIGON? .

A: 1 COULDN'T GIVE YOU A FIGURE,. THE FIGHTING ITSELF IS
PROBABLY ABOUT 15 MILES, I THINK. BUT I WANT T0O TRY T0O AVOID
MISLEADING YOU FROM THE STANDPOINT THAT THERE MAY BE TROOPS
WHERE THERE ISM!'T ANY FIGHTING THAT ARE CLOSER THAN WHERE THE
FIGHTING IS THE FIGHTING IS NOT VERY CLOSE.

Q: HOW LONG HAS THE LULL BFEN GOING ON NOW? .

A: 1 GUESS ABOUT THREFE DAYS, HASN'T IT? WE STARTED TALKING
ABOUT IT YESTERDAY.

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT A CFASEFIRE IS IMMINENT?
At I HAVE NO INFORMATION ON THAT AT.ALL.

BT '
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O: ANY INDICATION THAT THEY'RE HOLDING OFF WHEN THEY COULD
MARCH RIGHT THROUGH? _
A: WE REALLY HAVE NO INDICATION ON WHAT THEY'RE DOING.
Q: ANY INDICATION THAT A SURKFKDkR OF SAIGON IS TMMINENT?
A ND OINDICATION OF THAT.
O+ ANY INDICATIONS OF ANY SUPPLY PROBLEMS OR LOGISTIC
DIFFICULTIES?
: A
1 KNODW THAT'S BEING PASSED ARGUND AS A PUOSSIBILITY AND

“IT IS, OF COURSE, A POSSTIBILITY, BUT WE HAVE NO INDICATION THAT

THAT?'S THE REASON., YOU RECALL, BEFORE THEY STARTED, THEY HAD,
AS WE POINTED QUT HERE MANY TIMES, A TREMEMDOUS STOCK OF SUP-
PLIES. IT'S TRUE THEY'!'VE PRACTICALLY DOUBLED THE STZE OF THE
FORCE BUT DUR ESTIMATES WERE THEY HAD ENOQUGH THERE FOR THEIR
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4897 LNCLAS
ORIGINAL FORCE, WHICH WAS EIGHT DIVISIONS, TH FIGHT ABOUT A
YEAR, YOU KNOW [F YOU DOUBLE IT THEORETICALLY YOU'VE GOT SIX
MONTHS., BUT THERE MAY BE- SOME LOCAL PROBLEM, IT'S POSSIBLE.

O: (INAUDIBLE), IN MR IIT? ] -

A: T'M TALKTNG ABOUT AVAILABLE TO THEM INM MR III.

O LET'S PUT TIT THIS WAY, IS THERE ANY MILITARY REASOM WE
KNOW OF WHY THEY WOULDN'T MOVE ON SAIGON?

A: THE POSSIBILITIES ON THE MILITARY SIDE ARE THE MECESSITY
T} RESUPPLY, THEY HAVE AS I THINK T SAID YESTERDAY, THEY HAVE
TRADITIONALLY FQUGHT IN KIND OF FITS AND STARTS BECAUSE THEY
THEY GO TO AN OBJECTIVE, STOP, RESUPPLY, REORGANIZE, GO ON
TO THE NEXT ONf. THE DELAYS BETWEEN THESE THINGS IN THE PAST
HAVE BEEN AS LONG AS A COUPLE OF WEEKS OR ONLY AS LONG AS A
COUPLE OF DAYS. THE POSSIBILITY THAT WARREN RAISED IS OF
COURSE ANOTHER POSSIRILITY. WE HAVE ND INDICATION OF THAT,
THAT'S WHAT 1'M TRYING TQ SAY. THIS IS ALL VERY THEORETICAL.

Q: IS THERE ANY BAD WEATHER CONDITION OUT THERE, LIKE
HEAVY RAINS? : '

A NOTHING PARTICULAR,

Q: THE RAINY SEASON HASN'T STARTED?
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4897 LINCLAS

Ar IT'S GOING T START PRETTY QODN BUT IT HASN'T REALLY

STARTED. . /..S O@// ‘y(
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e ‘0: ARE WE STILL FLYIMG AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE OVER SOUTH
" VIETNAM: INCLUDING THOSE PORTIONS WHICH ARF QCCUPTEN?
A: UNARMED AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE, I'LL TAKE THE OQUESTION,
a. IT'S A GOOD QUESTION, 1 DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER. I wWOULD PRE-
" SUME IT'S YES, BUT LET ME TAKE IT.
[ O: WHAT'S OUR SITUATION AS FAR AS THE MUMRER 0OF SHIPS
g | WE'VE GOT NOW NFF THE COAST IS THAT STILL ARDUND 4472
A: THERE'D BE NO CHANGE IN AN OVERALL FIGURF —- AROUND 49
IS STILL ABDUT RIGHT. '
@ D: ANY MOVEMENT 0OF MARINES?
At MO ADDITIOMAL MOVEMENT OF MARINES.
Q: THERE WAS A UPI PICTURE YESTERDAY SHOWING MARINES IN
q: HAWATL 1,588 0OF THEM RFADY FOR MOVEMENT. '
A: THAT MUST BE AN OLD PICTURF. WELL YOU REMEMBER, THE
LAST AIRPLANE OF THAT BATTALION THAT WE SENT TO OKINAWA JUST
@ | LFFT YESTERDAY. THEY DON'T ALL GET IN:-AN AIRPLANE AT ONCE AND
" FLY QUT. _
D THE QUESTION WAS WHETHER THERE WERFE 1,507
g | PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4897 UNCLAS : -
A: T HAVE NOTHING 1 CAN RELFASE ON THAT OTHFER THAN WHAT
WE TALKED ABOUT YESTERDAY, THE MORMAL SIZE,
& 07 WE WERE GIVEN STRONG INDICATION THAT IT WAS A NORMAL
h SIZE BATTALTION WHICH IS RETWEEN 849 AND 1,007,
A: LET ME EXPLAIN THAT A LITTLE BIT. YO HAVE THREE TERMS
TO WORRY ABDOUT, A BATTALION, A BATTALION'S LANDING TEAM AND A
MARINE AMPHIRIOUS UNIT. THE HATTALION WOULD RUN BETWEEN 899
CAND - L,#0#, IF YDU THROW IN THE REST, THAT MAKES IT A BATTALION
@ | LANDING TEAM, THAT MEANS I1T'S GOT AN ARTILLERY BATTFRY, IT'S
' GOT ARMORED AMPHIBIOUS TROOP CARRIFRS, IT'S 6OT A LOT 0OF OTHER
THINGS. 1T ADDS ON SO YOU GET UP T0O ARDUND THE 1,200 — 1,309
@ |LFVEL. THEN LET'S SAY YOU PUT HELICOPTERS ON IT, THE AIR COMBAT
" RELEMENT ITS' CALLED == AND AS YOU RECALL WF SENT QUT ONF OF
THOSE WITH THE HANCOCK —-= THAT ADDS AHOTHER 346 OR SO MORE,
a SO WHEN YQU GET UP TO A MARINE AMPHIBIOUS UNIT YOU'RE UP AROUND
" l,700 - 1,804, NOW WE'VE BEEN TRYING T0O TALK ABQUT BATTALION
LANDING TEAMS RECAUSE IN CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCKES THE ESTABLISH-
@ [MENT OF A MARINE AMPHIBIDUS UNIT WOULD BE DONE MORE (R LESS ON
THE SPOT. SO WE'RE PRIMARILY CARRYING THE TRUOP AS BATTALION
LANDIMG TEAMS. '
g [PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4897 UNCLAS ,
Q: COULD YOU TELL US WHAT WAS MOVED FROM OKIMAWA?

A: IT WAS A BATTALION LANDING TEAM THAT MOVED FROM NKINAWA
@ [AND A BATTALION MOVED FROM HONOLHLU. IT DOESN'T MEAN THAT SOME
DAY THAT BATTALION WON'T BECOME A RATTALION LANDING TEAM,

O: SOMERODY WAS TFLLING ME YESTERDAY THAT THE SITUATION
@ [ COULD COME TO HEAD AS EARLY AS THIS WEEKEND. IN OTHER WORDS,
" f FITHER THERE'S SOME SORT OF A POLITICAL STOP OR THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE AND THE VIET CONG DECIDED TO GO AHEAD. THIS APPAR-
@ | ENTLY WAS THE FEELING AMONG SOME PEOPLE IN THE INTELLIGENCE
COMMUNITY. THERE'S A NUMBRER OF PIFFERENT FEELINGS. DO YDU GET
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THE FEELING THAT WE'RE COMING CLOSE TO o o o . :

A: IF YOU WANT TO TALK IN TERMS OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES, THEY
HAVE THE CAPABTILITY RIGHT NOW OF MOUNTING A MASSIVE ATTACK, SO
THEY'WE GOT THAT OPTION. BUT I THINK WHAT YUU'RE TALKING ABOUT
IS THE INTENTIONS. T WOULD HESITATE AS A FORMER INTEFLLIGENCF
OFFICFR TO COMMENT ON INTENTIONS. TT'S A VERY DANGEROWS THING
TD DO, BUT THEY DO HAVE THE CAPARBILITY OF DOING FITHER OF THF
THINGS YOU SAID. AS FAR AS THE OFFICIAL DEFENSE POSITION ON
THIS, WE HAVE NONE. [T'S NOT LOGICAL TO HAVE ONE.

O: THERE'S BEEN SOME ESTIMATES THOUGH, BUT THESE DAYS THERE!'S
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4897 UNCLAS
LOT OF HEDING I GUESS, OF WHAT THE INTENTIONS ARE, RUT HAVE YO
HEARD OR SEEN REPORTS.THAT SOMETHING COULD HAPPEN SOON 0OR THIS
THIS WEEKEND? : A

A 1 WOULD SAY THAT SOMETHING COULD HAPPEN ANY MINUTE FROM
THE STANDPOUOINT OF CAPABILITIES. SO YOU'D HAVE TO SAY THAT
SOMETHING COULD HAPPENM THIS WEEKEND; WEIRE NOT SAYING. THAT IT
WILL, WE AREN'T SAYING THAT IT wWON'T EITHER, :

0: HOW MANY PEOPLE ARF WE LIFTING OUT OF SAIGON EACH DAY
AND HOW MANY ARE AMERICANS AND HOW MANY ARE VIETNAMESE?

A: PLEASF GO ASK AMBASSADOR BROWN AT STATE DFPARTMENT THIS
QUESTION.

Q: HOW MANY CONTRACT FREIGHTERS ARE IN.THE SAIGON HARRBOR?

A: TODAY, WE'RE DOWN TO THREE, _

Gt WE WERE TOLD YESTERDAY THAT'S ALL, THREE'S LEFT,

At 1 CHECKEDR THAT THIS MORNING AND THAT'S WRONG. T- HEARD
THAT YESTERDAY T0OO, BUT AS OF AN HOUR OR TWO AGO, THERE WERF
THREF, o '

Q: DO YOU KNOW WHAT THEY'RE DOING?

AT THEY'RE WAITING FOR FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS,

0: WHAT DID THE ONE TAKE QUT?

BT :
#4897
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A: AS FAR AS I CAN FIND QUT, IT DIDN'T TAKE OUT ANYTHING.

0 WHERE'D THEY GO?

At OUT TO SEA. '

s ITY'S NOT STANDING OFF VUNG TAYU DR SOMEPLACE? ;

AT DON'T KNOW ACTUALLY, BUT IT'S STANDING OFF SOME PLACE.

© 0 TWO LEFT EMPTY, IS THAT RIGHT? ,

A: I'D HAVE T0O CHECK THE FIRST ONE.

Q: YESTERDAY'S ONE, WENT DUT EMPTY, T

Ar THAT'S THE ONE I'M TALKING ABCUT. THE ONE 1 DONT'T KNOW
ABOUT, BUT I'M PRETTY SURE THEY'RE BOTH EMPTY, ACTHJALLY, BUT
I'".L CHECK THAT,

P: DOES MR, SCHLESINGER HAVE ANY RESPUONSE T THE DICK LEVINE
PIECE IN THF WALL STREFT JOURNAL ABOUT HIS BAD IMTELLIGENCE?

Ar It NOT SPEAKING FOR MR. SCHLESINGER- ON THIS, BUT AS I
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4898 UNCLAS
POINTED OUT FROM THIS PLATFORM RIGHT AFTER THE FIRST EVENT,
NAMELY, THAT THIS YEAR HE ESTIMATED WOULD BE A CHIPPING AWAY
AND THAT THE MAIN OFFENSTVE WOULD COME NEXT YEAR, JUST TWO
PARAGRAPHS LATER HE POINTED OUT THAT HE WASN'T RULING QUT THAT
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WOULD CERTAINLY EXPLOIT ANY DPPORTUNITIES
THEY, MIGHT DEVELOP. SO I DON'T THINK THAT'S ALL THAT BAD,

O: LOOKING FROM HINDSIGHT, IS THERE ANY INDICATION THAT THEY
REALLY IMPROVISED THAT THAT THEY HAD NOT PLANNED A MAJOR OF-
FENSIVE THIS YEAR, BUT [T OPENED UP FOR THE#M WHEN THE RETREAT.
CAME? ’

Ar T THINK THAT IS THE CONCLUSION THAT MOST OF THE ANALYSTS
ARE REACHING, THAT THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED. THEY HAD A
OTALLY UNEXPECTED QOPPORTUNITY WHICH THEY TOOK ADVAMTAGE QF,

Q: JUST FOR THE RECORD, HAVE WE LANDED ANY MARIMES INTO
SOUTH VIETNAM OR ANY MARINES ON THOSE FREIGHTERS IN PORT NEAR
SATGON? : :

A: NOy THE ONLY MARINES IN VIETNAM ARE THE ONES WHO ARE
GUARDING THE EMBASSY IN SAIGONMN,. ' B

Q: IS THERE ANY INDICATION OF SMALL BDAT ACTIVITY AS PART
AS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE OFF THE COAST?

PAGE 3 ‘RUEKJCS 4898 UNCLAS

A:THERE ARE SOME INDICATIONS THAT THENORTH VIETMAMESE ARE

AT LEAST THINKING ABOQUT, AND QUITE LOGICALLY, USING THE PORTS
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THAT THEY'VE CAPTURED FURTHER SOUTH FOR RESUPPLY.

Q: ARE THEY GETTING CLOSE TO OUR. + . .

A: WE DON'T REALLY HAVE ANY INDICATIONS OF THAT. THE INDI-
CATIDNS ARE ALL LOGISTICAL. '

0! WHAT ARE THE IMDICATIONS, CAN YUU DETAIL THAT?

A THERE'WE BEEN A COUPLE OF SHIPS AT LEAST THAT HAVE
MOVED DOWN, AT LEAST AS FAR AS CHU LAI AND WE'RE EXPECTING
THEY'LL BE SHOWING UP FURTHER SOUTH THAN THAT.

0 WHAT KIND OF SHIPS?

A: LOGISTICAL SH IPS, CARGO CARRIFRS, NOT LARGE, BUT CARGD.

Q: ARF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE NAVY CHALLENGING THEM?

At ND, T'M SURE THFY'RE NOT.

"D ANY SIGN OF SOVIET NVA SHIPS GOING TO DANANG, NOW THAT'S
DPEN AGATN? :

A: I BELIEVE THE ANSWER TO THAT IS YES, 8UT LET ME TAKE THE
QUESTION,. ‘ ' )

0: MR. SCHLESINGER'S VISIT TANAY WITH FRENCH AND GERMAN
PARLIAMENTARIANS, WHO'S COMING INTN TONDAY?

PAGE 4 RUEKJLS 4898 UNCLAS : .

T A: THIS IS A RIPARTISAN GROUP WHICH INGCLUDES YOUNG FRENCH,
GERMAN AND AMFRICAN PARLIAMENTARTIANS WHO ARF INTFRESTED IN
OBTAINING A BETTER UNDERSTANDING 0OF FACH COUNTRY'S LEGISLATIVE
AND, POLTITICAL PROCESSES. THERE ARE ND NAMES. THIS IS & GROUP
TRYING TO FIND QUT HOW THE OTHER MATION WORKS., IT'S A PROGRAM
THAT'S BEEN GOING ON SINCE 1974 AMONG THE THREE COUNTRIES.

Q: CAN YOU TELL US ABOUT HIS MEETING WITH DEFENSE MIMISTER
DENITZ OF ISRAFL? | : : -

A: ND, I CAN'T TALK ABDUT WHAT HE SAID IN THERE. T CAN
REINTERAT HIS PREVIOSLY STATED POSITION AND THE PRESIDENT'S
PREVIOUSLY STATEN POSITION ON THE MATTER OF SUPPORT TO ISRAEL,
NAMELY, THAT THE SECURITY (OF ISRAEL WOULD REMAIN AN OBJECTIVF
OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT.

Q: IS THERE ANY REASON WHY HIS VISIT WAS NOT LISTED YESTERDAY?

A: WE'RE ALL TRYING TO FIND OUT THAT HAPPENED,

0: HAVE ANY MIGS SHOWN UP IN SOUTH TODAY?

A NQO.

Q: ANY COMBAT PLANFS?

A: NO COMBAT PLANES,

O: THEY'RE CONTINUING COURIFR ELIGHTS?
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4898 UNCLAS

A: COURIER FLIGHTS,

O: IS THERE A PENTAGON WRAP-UP ON THE SOVIET WAVY EXERCISE?

A: NOTHING NEW REALLY. I'VE ASKED THEM TO LET ME KNOW WHEN
THE THING APPEARS TO BFCOMING TO AN END RUT IT'S STILL GOING
ON IN OTHER WORDS.
O: DID WE EVER FIND QUT WHETHER ANY OF THE CARRIERS WERE
ENGAGED IN THIS EXERCISE THAT IS THE TWO HFLICOPTER CARRIFRS?

A: I'LL HAVE TO CHECK THAT. ‘

Q: HOW ABOUT THE NUMBER OF HFLICOPTERS, WERF YOU GOING TO
LOOK THAT UP THE OTHER DAY?
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A: T CAN'T GIVE YDU A NUMBER, IN TRYING TO ADD UP WHAT WE!'VE
TALKED ARBOUT SO FAR, IT WOULD COME T0O ABOUT 76. I CAN SAY THAT,
(BT THAT'S NOT EXACTLY RIGHT., IT'S BETTER THAN 74,

D: 7V TRANSPORTS OR . . « .

A: TRAMSPORTS. COUNT FHM ALL, I1'D GET MORE THAN THAT.

Q: WHY DID YOU DNECINE TN GIVE US THAT ERRONEOUS FIGURFE
AND TELL US THAT THERE WERFE MORE THAN THAT?

A: T'M NOT AT LIRERFTY TO GIVE YOU THE FXACT FIGURE, WF
HAE FROM TIME-TO-TIME MENTIONED CERTAIN NUMBERS AND IF ANYONE
ADDED THEM ALL UP HE'D GET ARQUND 74. .
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4B8BGR UMCLAS

O: 1S THAT 25 PERCENT OF THE TOTAL?

A: NO, THAT'S A CLOSE FIGURE. :

O: HOW DID YOU GET To IT? ! ”

At THIS GOES WAY BACK TO WHENWE WRERE TALKING ABOUT THE
DKINAWA WEEKS AGOD. '

O I'WE GOT 15 ON FACH, IS THAT WRONG? A

At THERE'RE OTHERS INSERTED IN THERE. YOU DON'T HAVE TO
TAKE MY FIGURE, T'M NOT GONG OT INSIST ON IT.

Q1 ARE MOST NF THESFE ON THE OKINAWA?

At NO, THEY'RE SPREAD AROUND. - :

. Q: ARE THEY ON MORE THAM THE THREFE SHIPS -- OKINAWA, MIDWAY
AND HANCOGK? _ o . :
A: THERE ARE FIVE CARRIERS BUT THE THREE THAT YOU MENTIONED

~ARE -THE PRINCIPALS.

D: LET'S ASSUME THAT TON SON NHUT IS CLOSED DOWN. I'VE HEARD
A FIGURE THAT WE CDULD GFT OUT BETWEEN 5 AND 16,449 PENPLE A -
DAY FROM DOWNTOWN, UNLESS THE TROOPS WERE ALL DVER THE PLACE,
USING THESE HELICPTERS. IS THAT ACCURATE? .

Az T'YD SAY THAT WOULD BE HIGH, AS I SAID YESTERDAY AND I
DON'T HAVE AN EXACT FIGURF, LET'S SAY'176@”7 THAT CODULD, BE DONE
BT A -
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IN A DAY.

Q: 1,600 COULD BE DONE IN A DAY?
A: WEATHER PERMITTING, RESISTANCE PERMITTING AND ALL THE
VARTARLES WOULDN HAVE T0 BE RIGHT. ‘

O: ARE ME HOLDING UP ON THE EVACUATION OF THE SDUTH VIET-
NAMESE UNTIL WE GET COMGRESSTONAL APPROVAL? :
Ar 1 RECOMMEND YOU ASK THAT OF STATE DEPARTMENT,
Q: IS THERE ANY COST FIGURE YOU CAN PHT ON  HE OPERATION

50 Far?

Az NO, 1 COULDN'T'NOW.‘LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION.
T .
#4899
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FROM ODASD/PA g;fgz) i
FOR TNFORMATION AND PURBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING

PART I DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING FRIDAY s APRIL 25, 197%,
11:15 A.M. BY MGEN SIDLE

1. -OM THE HILL: MR. VERNON MCKENZIF, PDASD/H&E, APPEARS BE-
FORE AN DPEN SESSION OF THE SUBCOMNITTEE ON MONOPOLY OF THE
SEMATE SELECT COMMITTEE ON SMALL RUSINESS; THE SUBJECT IS
DRUG PROCUREMENT A COPY IS AVAILABLE,

2. SPESCHES: NAVY SECRETARY MIDDENDORF WILL SPEAK IN NOR-
FOLK, VA. TODAY AND NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, TONIGHT. HE'S
GDING T0O RE THRE PRINCIPAL SPEAKER AT THE NAVY LEAGUE TN RNEW
ORLEANS. THE TEXT OF HIS SPEECH WILL BE AVAILABLE. THEW HE'S
GOING TO NEWPORT NEWS VIRGINIA, TOMORROW FOR THE KEEL-LAYING
PAGE 2 RUEXJCS 5827 UNCLAS
OF THE NUCLEAR SUBMARINE BIRMINGHAM AND THE LAUNCHING OF THE

NUCLEAR SUBMARINE BATON ROUGE,

3., MR, CLEMENTS IS GOING TO FLORIDA TONIGHT AND HE WILL
WATCH THE POLARIS MISSILE TEST OFF CAPE CANAVERAL, FLORIDA,
WHICH TAKES PLACE TOMORROW.

01 WHAT'S SPECIAL ARQUT THE POLARIS TEST?

A: HE HAS NOT SEEN (ONE, .

4, FOLLOWING IS LIST OF AIR FORCE GENERAL OFFICER ASSIGNMENT
CHANGES: : .

MGEN ALDEM G. GLAUCH, COMDR, 21 AF, MAC MCGUIRE AFB

MGEN ILESTER T. KEARNEY, JR. VICE DIR, J-5

BGEN HARRY C. ADERHOLT, COMDR, USHMACTHAIL/

BGEN HARRY A MORRIS, DCS/0, MAC SCOTT AFB

COL KENMETH D, BURNS, VICE COMDR, USAFSS, SAN ANTONIQ, TEXAS
i 5. THE COMMANDER-IN~-CHIEF PACIFIC, ADMIRAL GAYLER, HAS AN-
NOUNCED THAT HE'S ORDERING ABOUT 600 ARMY MEN AND WOMEN IN 208
PERSON INCREMENTS TO MOVE FROM HAWAII TO GUAM. THE IDEA IS TO
giAVE THE TRANSITION MORE COMFORTABLE AND ORDERLY FUOR REFUGEES
FROM SOUTH VIETNAM WHO ARE COMING INTO GUAM,., WF HAVE A COPY
%DF THAT ANNDUNCEMENT, ' :

PAGE 2 RUEKJLS 5027 UNCLAS
Q: WHAT ARE THEIR SPECIALTIES?
A: THERE'S GOING TO BE SOME MILITARY POLICE, MEDICAL AND

2 52328 Ve 7%
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VARIOUS OTHER SKILLS THAT YOU NEED FOR TAKING CARE OF REFUGEES. ﬁ/
" 6. GENERAL JONES, CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE AIR FORCE, WILL VISIT
IRAN. HE LEAVES APRIL 26 AND HE WILL BE HOSTED BY THE IMPERIAL 5
IRANIAN AIR:FORCE. HE'S GOING TO VISIT SOME OF THEIR INSTAL- /
LATIONS AND HOLD DISCUSSIONS WITH THEH AND U/-. MIL{TARY ;
PERSONNEL, ‘

7. 1 KNOW YDU'RE GOING TO ASK ME ABOUT ANY CHANGES "IN THE
FORCE STRUCTURE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA SO I WANT TO ANNOUNCE THAT
THE CRUISER OKLAHOMA CITY, FLAGSHIP OF THE SEVENTH FLEET IS
NOW IN THE SOUTH CHINCA SEA AND ADMIRAL GEORGE B. STEEL, IT1,
THE SEVENTH FLEET COMMANDER IS ON BOARD, 'THE REASON OF COURSE
IS THE MAJORITY. OF THE SEVENTH FLEET'S SHIPS ARE IN THE SOUTH
CHINA SEA, ‘

8., YOU ASKED ME ABOUT THE LONG BEACH THE OTHER DAY. IT IS
NO LONGER IN THE AREA. IT*'S IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC SO THAT
THE ONE CRUISER IN THE FLEET SAILING AROUND THE SOUTH CHINA
SEA 1S THE OKLAHOMA CITY. , ;

9. WE HAVE AUGMENTED AS OF A FEW HOURS AGO THE GUARDS AT i
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5027 UNCLAS
THE FMBASSY IN SAIGON WITH APPROXIMATELY 4@ MNORE MARINES.
THESE ARE INDIVIDUALS, NOT A UNIT.

Q: WHERE DID THEY COME FROM? :

A: THEY CAME FROM THE HANCOCK VIA HELICOPTER, ‘ \

Q: HOW MANY MARINES ARE THERE NOW?

A: IT'S OVER 1044,
EIGHTY WAS THE FIGURF WE HAD LAST WEFK.
YOU CAN ADDe &+ o o
DID IT HAPPEN TODAY?
YES, IT WOULD BE TODAY. THEIR TIME,
ANY SPECIAL REASON?

A: NO, THEY REQUESTED A LITTLF REINFORCEMENT OF THE GUARD
DETACHMENT. IT'S JUST A PRUDENT, PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE,

Q: WHO?

A: THE AMBASSADOR.

Q: DO YOU KNOW WHAT KIND OF WEAPONS THEY BROUGHT ALONG?

At NO, JUST THE NORMAL INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS.

Q: WHY THIS PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE? _

A: 1 HAVE NO EXPLANATION FOR THAT OTHER THAN IT SEEMS LOGICAL
TO ME.
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5827 UNCLAS

Q: .TO BEEF UP SECURITY?

A: IT'S PURELY FOR SEGURITY.

Q: ARE THEY IN UNIFORM AND PLAIN CLOTHES?

A: IN UNIFORM.

Q: WHY WOULD IT BE MORE LOGICAL TODAY THAN YFSTFRDAY’

A: THAT'S A TOUGH QUESTION. YOU REMEMBER WE DID THE SAME
THING IN PHNOM PENH. WE BROUGHT IN 15 DR SO THERE.

Q: ARE THEY EXPECTING AN ATTACK ON THE EMBASSY?

A: WE HAVE NO INFROMATION THAT WOULD LEAD US TO BELIEVE
THAT. -IT'S BEEN DONE BEFORE THOUGH, YOU RECALL.
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O HOW SOON AFTER WE REINFORCED THE EMBASSY IN PHNOM PENH
THAT WE EVACUATED 1T? ONE DAY?

A: OH, NO, IT WAS LONGER THAN THAT. SEVERAL DAYS

Q: THEY WENT IN IN PLAIN CLOTHES? : '

At NO, THEY WENT IN IN FATIGUES, I THOUGHT. ANYWAY THESE

MARINES WENT IN IN FATIGUES OR WHATEVER UNIFORM THEY'RE WE AR ING |

OUT THERE. :

Q: CAN YDU TELL US WHERE THE HANCOCK WAS AT THE TIME IT
HAPPANED?

. A SOUTH CHINA SEA., NO, I DON'T KNOW, BUT IT HAD TO BE

CLOSE ENOUGH SO THAT THEY COULD FLY. I WOULDN'T DRAW ANY PAR-
TICULAR CONCLUSION FROM THIS AT ALL. IT?*'S SOMETHING THE AMBAS-
SADOR ASKED FOR AND WE PROVIDED. :
Q: YOU SAID JUST A MINUTE AGO THAT WE DID THIS IN THE LAST
DAYS OF PHNOM PENH; WELL, ARE WE IN THE LAST DAYS OF SAIGON?
A: ['™ NOT PREPARED TO SAY THAT, NO., THAT MAY BE BUT 1
DON'T HAVE ANY FORECAST,

Q: IS THERE ANY PARTICULAR THREAT TO THE EMBASSY TODAY
AS. OPPOSED TO LAST WEEK? HAS SOMETHING NEW BEEN DISCOVERED?

A: T DON'T KNDW OF ANYTHING NEW.

Q: DID THEY LAND AT TAN SON NHUT OR DIRECTLY TO THE
EMBASSY?

A: 1 DO NOT KNOW THAT EITHER, I DIDN'T CHECK THAT.,.

0: DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY HELICOPTERS THEY USED?

A: 1 UNDERSTOOD IT WAS ONE. YOU CAN SQUEEZE INTO ONE ON
THOSE BIG JOBS. _ :

Q: ARE THERE MARINE ANYWHERE ELSE THAN SOUTH VIETNAM?

A: NO, I'VE GIVEN YOU THE TOTAL CHANGES:; ONE WAS THE
OKLAHOMA CITYs ONE WAS THE MARINES. ‘

Q: HOW MANY MARINES ON THE OKLAHOMA CITY?
BT
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" WOULD HAVE TO BE WITHIN THAT RADIUS,.
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SECTION 2 OF 5 -
A: WELL, THEY HAVE A REGULAR COMPLEMENT BUT IT'S SMALL.
I DON'T KNOW WHAT IT IS.
Q: IS THE FIGURE NOW 4 OR 5,889 IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA?
A: WE'VE SAID THAT YOU MAY SPECULATE. IT'S OVER 4,400,
I HAVE NOT CONFIRMED WHAT IT IS SINCE THEN ,BUT OBVIOUSLY,
YOU CAN DRAW REASONABLY CORRECT . CONCLUSIONS.
O: CAN WE ASSUME THAT THE HANCOCK [S ABOUT 189 MILES OFF
SHORE? _ ‘
At 1 DONFYT KNOW WHERE IT IS NOW. IT WOULDN'T HAVE TO STAY
THERE. T WOULDN'T WANT TO SPECULATE CH
THAT AT ALL; OBVIOUSLY, IT
HAS TO BE WITHIN RANGE, BUT [ THINK SOME OF THOSE CHOPPERS CAM
GO 158 MILES WITHOUT ANY TROUBLE.

Q: WELL, THAT®!S WHAT I AM TALKING ABOUT.
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5028 UNCLAS

A: YOU CAN DRAW YDUR OWN CONCLUSTIONS. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER
IT MAKES ANY DIFFERENCE. T JUST DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER. [T

Q: WAS THERE A LARGE GROUP OF MARINES ON THE LONG BEACH
BEFORE IT PULLED QUT?

A: NO, JUST A NORMAL COMPLEMENT,

Q: WOULD IT BE SIMILAR TO THE NUMBERS ON THE OKLAMOMA CITY?

A: YES, THE OKLAHOMA CITY DID NOT BRING IN A BIG BATCH OF
MARINES. : :

0: THE OKLAHOMA CITY JUST REPLACED THE LONG BEACH?

A: IN ESSENCE. ' '

.....

Q: HAVE THERE BEEN ANY FURTHER REPORTS FROM TAN SON NHUT OF
ATRCRAFT BEING FIRED ON?

A: THERE WAS ONE MORE REPORT BY AN INCOMING PILOT TODAY,
JUST THE SAME AS THE OTHERS. WE DON'T HAVE THE DETAILS. HE
REPORTED THAT HE THOUGHT THAT HE HAD BEEN FIRED ON =-- ABOUT
11 ROUNDS == WHILE ON HIS LANDING APPROACH. UPON LANDING THERE
WAS NO DAMAGE. - :

Q: WHAT KIND OF PLANE?
A: C~130.

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5328 UNCLAS
Q: WHAT KIND OF PILOT?
A:'onSQ AIR F‘JRCEO
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Q: HAVE ALL THE FIRINGS BEEN AT INCOMING AIRCRAFT?

A: AT LEAST FOUR WERE INCOMING BUT 1 DON'T KNOW ABOUT THE
FIFTH, : ) ’

Q: THE OTHER DAY YOU WERE ASKED WHAT YOUR REACTION WOULD
BE IF DURING THE EVACUATION FROM TAN SON NHUT AMERTICAN PLANES
WERE FIRED AT. T THINK YOU WERE ASKED IF AIR STRIKES MIGHT
TAKE PLACE AND YOU SAID YOU'D TAKE THE QUESTION,

A: 1'VE DONE SOME RESEARCH, THE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COMMANDER
IN THE FIELD ARE THAT HE IS TO TAKE WHATEVER STEPS ARE NECESSARY
TO GET THE PEOPLE QUT SO THAT YOU COuLh FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO
GIVE YOU A SPECIFIC ANSWER 7O THAT. YOU CAN DRAW ALL KIANDS QF
LOGICAL CONCLUSIONS.

Q: YOU SAID YOUR FEELING WAS THAT YOU WOULD HAVE TO0.

A EXACTLY RIGHT AND THAT'S STILL. MY FEELING BUT I'M NOT
THE COMMANDER IN THE FIELD., HE'S THE GUY THAT'S GOING TO MAKE
THE DECISION.

Q: WHO IS THE COMMANDER THAT NAKES THE DECISION?

A: IF AND WHEN THIS KICKS OFF A MAH WWLL BE DRSISHATEE/ HHT
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5628 UNCLAS
I DON'T KNOW WHO THAT WILL BE., THE COMMANDER IN THE FIELD.WILL
ALMOST CERTAINLY BE THE COMMANDER OF THE MARINE AMPHIBIOUS

Q: THAT'S ASSUMING YOU'RE GOING TO PUT MARINES IN.

A: THAT'S RIGHT AND THATE!S WHY IT3S HARD TO AMNSWER THESE
QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME. I WAS ASSUMING THAT THAT WAS THE
QUESTION. : '

0: YOU SAY THE COMMANDER WILL HAVE THE DISCRETION TO CALL IN
AIR?

A: YOU HAVE 70 DO IT THAT WAY; YOU CAN'T DICTATE FROM HERE
HOW YOU ARE GOING TO DO IT IN DETAINL. THERE'S JUST MO WAY,

Q: YOU WERE HERE IMN THE MCNAMARA PERIOD? _ '

A: THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE IN THOSE DAYS MADE A RATHER
STRONG EFFORT TO TRY TO DICTATE EVERYTHING BUT ACTUALLY THEY
COULDN'T, EVEN WITH ALL THAT CONTROL,

Q: YOU COULD IF YOU SET .UP A PROPOSITION; IF AMERICAN.PLANES
DURING EVACUATION COME UNDER ATTACK, YOU ARE HEREBY ORDERED TO
HAVE AIR STRIKES AGAINST THE SAM-2S (R WHATEVER, _ ‘

A: NO, THAT IS NOT THE WAY YOU DO IT. YOU LEAVE IT TO THE
DISCRETION OF THE MAN IN THE FIELD. YOU HAVE TO GIVE HIM GUIDE-
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 58628 UNCLAS '

LINES AS NO UNNECESSARY FORCE AND THINGS LIKE THAT. IT WOULD
BE -VERY DANGEROUS FOR ANYBODY IN WASHINGTON TO TELL THE MAN IN

—————

THE FIELD HOW TO DO THE DETAILS OF HIS JOB. IT JUST WON'T WORK
THAT WAY,

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY, INFORMATION THAT THE SAM-25 ARE ANY CLOSER,
WITHIN THE 240 MILES? .

At NO SIR, WE'RE JUST WHERE WE WERE YESTERDAY ON THAT ==~ NO
CHANGE .

Q3 YOU AREN'T WORRIED ABOUT THE SAM-2S; AREN'T YOU WORRIED
ABOUT THE SA=T7?
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A: THFE SA-7 1S PROBABLY A MDRE SERIOUS WORRY. THE RADAR

GUIDED 57 IS A WORRY TOO,

Q: DO WE HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT THEY ARE BRINGING IN MORE
SA-7S? ‘

A: NO, THERE'S REALLY NO INDICATION OF THAT.

Q: YOU ALWAYS HAVE THIS DISCRETION.

A: SURE., WE HAD THAT DISCRETION ALL ALONG FOR AMERICANS.

W: THE ONLY THING YOU GOT FROM CONGRESS WAS THIS ADDITIONAL
DISCRETION WITH REGARD TO THE EVACUATION OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE?

A: YES. THE RULES ARE THE SAME,

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 56428 UNCLAS

Q: THE SA~-7 SHOT DOWN AN A-37 ABQUT A WEEK AGO. HAVE THERE
BEEN ANY FIRINGS BY SA=7S IN THAT AREA?

Az 1T HAVENT'T SEEN ANY REPORTS OF THAT BUT LET ME TAKE THE
QUESTION, :

Q: HOW MANY WILD WEASEL AIRCRAFT DO YOQU HAVE IN THAILAND?

A: I AM NOT PERMITTED TO COMMENT CH THAG.

Q: IS THERE A SHORTAGE OF MAC AIRCRAFT OR CONTRACT AIRCRAFT
ARRIVING IN TAN SON MNHUT 70O TAKE OUT REFUGEES? WE HAD REPORTS
OF FEWER FLIGHTS AND THE BACKLOG HAS INCREASED FROM 1,480 T0
5498% -

At TH*LL HAVE TO CHECK THAT. I HAVEN'T HEARD ANY REPORT OF
SHORTAGE « ' :

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY AIRLIFT REPORT FOR YESTERDAY?

A: STATE DPEARTMENT WOULD HAVE TO ANSWER TH AT,

Q: THE ENTERPRISE IS STILL IN.THAT GENERAL AREA?

A: ALL FIVE OF THE CARRIERS THAT WE'VE BEEN CARRYING . o «

Q: ARE THE F<145 BEING RESTRICTED TO FLIGHTS OFF THE COAST?

A: YES,; WETRE NOT INVADING THE LAND SPACE, THE AIR SPACE,
OR WATER SPACE OF THE COUNTRY., :

Q: EVEN SOUTH VIETNAM TH ERE'S NO F-14 FLYING IN?

BT

#5028

MNNN

IN  198@37/115/75 /ACK

DECLASSIFIED

O

@

&

Ve




DECLASSIFIED

A Add MUldidld AMidd A4dA

A A A Abh

Ah b Ak A

[ YN

PATUZYUW RUEKJCS5829 1152346-UUUU<~RUEOFIA. _ _
ZNR UUUUU _ e

RUCLBFA T CDR 1ST CAVALRY DIV FORT HOUOD TX : e
RUCLBFA T CDR 2ND ARMORED DIV FORT HOOD TX _ e

RUCLBFA T CDR III CORPS FORT HOOD TX
P 25232572 APR 75 ZINZ1 : »

FM SECDEF WASH DC il
7O AIG 8799 R ,
AlG 8798 ) ﬂ:

BT
UNCLAS 3573
SECTION 3 OF 5

A: 'NO, -~

Q: WHAT 1S THE HEAVIEST WFADONS THE MARINES HAVE AT THE EMBASSY?

A: T'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTIONe. THEY HAVE MACHINE GUNS,
HAND GRENADES, RIFLE GRENADES, M-16 RIFLES, WHETHER THEY HAVE
MORTARS OR NOT, I DON'T KNOW.

* HOW MANY BASES ARE BEING LOOKED IMTO AS POSSIBLE CAMPS
FOR THE VIETNAMESE THAT WILL ARRIVE IN THE U.S.7?

A: THIS- IS A PLANNING PROCESS THAT WE ARE GOING THROUGH NOW.
NOBODY HAS BEEN ALERTED OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT. FACH SERVICE HAS
BEEN ASKED TO COME UP WITH WHERE THEY THINK THEY COULD TAKE HOW

"MANY, THAT SORT OF TING. FOR INSTANCE, THERE ARE A NUMBER OF

ARMY BASES THAT ARE USED BY THE RESERVE COMPOMENTS, PRIMARILY,
THAT DO HAVE SPACE AVAILABLE ‘

- Q: WOULD FORT CHAFFEE BE ONE OF THEM?
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5029 UNCLAS : )

A: FORT CHAFFEE WOULD BE ONE OF THEM THAT THEY SHOULD BE
CONSIDERING BECASUE THAT'S A SIZEABLE CAMP AND MORE THAN A
DIVISION WAS THERE WHEN IT WAS ACTIVE. IT DOES DO A BIG BUS-
[NESS IN RESERVE COMPONENT TRAINING, THERE ARE A NUMBER OF
NATIONAL GUARD BRIGADES AND SIZEABLE U.S. ARMY RESERVE UNITS
EVERY EYAR. IN FACT, IT GETS USED BY SOMEBODY ALMOST EVERY
WEEKEND., BUT IT'S SUFFICIENTLY BIG THAT IT COULD BE USED FOR
REFUGEES AS WELL WITHOUT INTERFERING WITH THE TRAINING UNLESS
IT GNOT OVERLOADED. I THINK RIGHT NOW THEY HAVE THE CAPABILITY
OF FEEDING 20,008 PEOPLE. WITH A LITTLE BIT OF REINFORCEMENT IT
COULD BE MORE THAN THAT. I KNOW THIS BECAUSE IT WAS ONE CAMP
THAT I USED IN MY LAST ASSIGNMENT FOR THE TRAIMING OF RESERVES,

Q: WHAT WOULD BE THE TOTAL CAPACITY OF THE ARMY?

A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THE QUESTIUN.

Q: WHAT OTHER CAMPS ARE BEING CUNSIDERED?

A: T DON'T KNOW BUT THERE ARE A LOT OF LOGICAL ONES SUCH AS
CAMP ROBERTS, CALIFORNIA, CAMP PICKETT, VIRGINIA -~ TWO THAT
COME QUICKLY TO MIND ALONG WITH CHAFFEE.

‘Q: ALL SERVICES ARE INCLUDED?

A: YES, ALL SERVICES HAVE BEEN ASKED 'TO LOOK INTO THIS.

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5429 UNCLAS :

Q: HAVE MORE C-1368S BEEN MOVING TO GUAM, THE PHILIPPINES OR

SAIGON NOW THAT CIVILIAN PLANES HAVE BEEN BARRED FROM LANDING

2 52325 %
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AT TAN SON NHUT?

A: NOy NOT YET. THE THOUGHT CROSSED MY MIND AS YOU ASKED

THE QUESTION THAT MAYBE SOME WILL BE BUT [ DON'T HAVE ANY IN-

FORMATION AT THIS MOMENT,
Q: WHEN YOU SAY THAT ALL SERVI

CES WAVE BEEN ASKED. « « o

Y
£

{
e

e
s

A: THEY WEREN'T GIVEN ANY FIGURES., THE WAY YOU DO IT IS YOU
ASK FOR THEIR CAPACITY AND WHERE WOULD YOU HOUSE THIS CAPACITY,
WHAT WOULD IT COST. YOU IN TERMS OF DOLLARS AND WHAT WOULD YOU

MASNA AAMMAMA ASM Al 4

AMMEIA 4 44 4 4

A

NEED IN TERMS OF BEDS, FOODs MEDI
Q: HOW MANY CAMPS CAN THE ARMY
SAT D DON'T KNOW.

CAL CARE,y ETC,
COME UP WITH?

Q: HAVE YOU BEEM GIVEN A CERTAIN NUMBER TO COME UP WITH?
A: NO, JUST THE OTHER wWAY AROCUND, IT WAS 'WHAT HAVE GOT

THAT CAN BE USED?!
Q: BY WHEN MUST THIS INFORMATI

A: MOT A PARTICULAR DEADLINE BUT THEY ASKED FOR IT AS SOON

AS PAOSSIALE,.

Qe THIS IS FOR AMBASSADOR BROW
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5629 UNCLAS

A: IT WILL GO TO HIM, YES.

ON BE IN?

N?

Q: 1 ASKED FOR A COST FIGURE ON THIS OPERATION YESTERDAY.

A: I DON'T HAVE IT, TI7'S STILL

WORKING,

Q: WHEN DOES GUAM RFACH ITS CAPACITY? YOU SAID THE OTHER

HAVE 9 0OR 12,008,

A: 1 WAS TALKING ABOUYT COVERED SHELTER,

.DAY THAT IT HAS A CAPACITY FOR SEVERAL THOUSAND AND NOW THEY

NOT COUNTING TENTS,

Q: IN COUNTING TENTS, WHEN DOES GUAM REACH ITS CAPACITY?

A: GUAM HAS BEEN TOLD TO PREPARE TO TAKE 25,890 AND BE READY

TO TAKE ANOTHER 25,808,
Q: CaN GUAM DO IT?

A: 1'M SURE THAT IT CAN: THEY'LL NEED ASSISTANCE, OF COURSE.

Q: S5¥,0¥8 WOULD BE THERE AT ONE TIHE; YOU WON'T MOVE IN

25,888 AT A TIME?
A: IT'™ NOT SAYING THAT WILL AC

TUALLY HAPPEN,

THE INSTRUC-

TIONS ARE FOR 25,469 AND MAYBE FOR ANOTHER 25,004,

Q@: WHO IS COORDINATING THIS?
A: THE STATE DEPARTMENT.

Q: CAN YDU TELL US ANYTHING ABOUT THE MILITARY SITUATION?

IS THERE STILL A LULL?
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5829 UNCLAS

A: IT IS ALMOST EXACTLY THE SAME- AS IT WAS YESTERDAY., THERE'S
A LITTLE ACTION. T GATHER THE MPHASIS TODAY IS A LITTLE FURTHER
TO THE WEST THAN IT WAS YESTERDAY., I'M TALKING SMALL ACTIONS.

Q: ANY I1DEA OF THE LONG-PLANNING, THE SAME AS YESTERDAY?

A: 1 HAVE NO DIFFERENT ANSHWERS
Q:M . THE LUSS IS CONTINUNING?
A: THE LULL IS CONTINUING,.

Q: ANY IDEA YET ON THE MUMBER OF DESERTERS THAT HAVE TURNED

THEMSLEVES IN? .
A: NO, WE'RE LOOKING INTO THIS

TO GIVE
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O: I-WAS TOLD LAST WEEK THAT THERE WERE ONLY FIVE DESERTERS
ON THE BQOKS,

A: THAT WE CARRIED. ‘ : -

Q: I DIDN'T BELIEVE IT THEN AND I DON'T BELIEVE IT NOW.

THEY STUCK TO IT YESTERDAY AND I THINK SOMEBODY'S o o« » o

A: 1 THINK THIS IS A TECHNICAL PROBLEM,

O: THAT'S RIGHT, THE SAME OLD BUSINESS.

At AS ALL OF US KNOW, THERE ARE MORE THAN FIVE THERE., I DON'T
HAVE ANY IDEA HOW MANY, '

Q¢ PASS THE WORD BACK TO THOSE PEOPLE WHO ARE GIVING ME THAT
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5#29 UNCLAS
MICKEY MOUSE ANSWER THAT IT JUST WON'T DO.

At 1 DON'T THINK WE'REF GOING TO KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT
UNTIL 1F AND WHEN EVERYRODY'S OUT3; THEN WE'LL KNOW. .

O: YOU'LL KNOW IF YOU HAVE PEOPLE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY.,

A: AS 1 JUST SAID THERE ARE SOUME TURNING UP3 1 DON'T HAVE
A FIGURE ON IT. MORE THAN FIVE.

Q: MORE THAN FIVE?

A: THEY!RE GOING TO BF DEALT WITH BY THE SERVICE CONCERNED
AND AS WE DISCUSSED THE OTHER DAY, I REALLY DON'T HAVE ANYTHING
TO ADD TO THAT. I'M SURE THEY'RE GOING TQ HAVE TO DO IT ON A
CASE-BY~-CASE BASIS,

O: YOU SAID THERE ARE MORE THAN FIVE TURNING UP; YOU DON'T
KNOW HOW MANY?

A: 1 DON'T HAVE A FIGURE,

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA HOW MANY WCRE TURNED OVER TO MILITARY
CONTROL?  ARE THEY JUST TURNING INTO THE EMBASSY AND COMING
BACK ON A FLIGHT? -

A I'LL TAKE THE QUESTIOM, I DON'T KNOWe IT HAS TO BE SOME-
WHERE ALONG THE LINE, WHETHER IT'S IN TAN SON NHUT, OR CLAR OR
WAKE OR GUAM OR WHATEVER, I DON!T KNOW. '
BT '
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SECTION &4 OF 5

0: ON GUAM AGAIN, HOW LONG CAN 25,008 BE ACCOMMODATED THERE &3
IF YOU HAVE THIS KIND OF INFORMATION AND THEN IF THEY GATHER
ADDITIONAL, WHEN ARE THEY GDING TO MOVE FROM GUAM?

A: WE DON'T KNOW. WE CAN UNDOUBTEDLY ACCOMMODATE THEM FOR
A LONG TIME, AS LONG AS THEY WANT US TO. IT WON'T BE THE SHERATON-
HILTON, BUT IT WOULD BFE AT LEAST LIVEABLE.

O: ARE THE PLANS TO MOVE THEM ALL BY SHIP?

A: 1 ODN'T KNOW THAT EITHER. ] DOUBT IF THAT KIND OF DECISION
HAS BEEN MADE. THE PLAN RIGHT NOW IS TN MOVE THEM UP BY AIR,
NOW IF IT GOT TO BE A BIG PROBLEM, SHIPS ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE.

0: THE VC NEWS AGENCY REPORTED THAT THE PORT OF DANANG IS NOW

‘OPEN TO FOREIGN SHIPS. DO YOU OBSERVE ALREADY SOME FOREIGN SHIPS,

FOR EXAMPLE, RUSSIANS (R CHINESE, IN THAT WATER?

A: ND, 1 DON'T HAVE ANY REPORT ON THAT, BUT I MUST SAY I
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5639 UNCLAS -

HAVENIT CHECKED THAT EITHER., SO LET ME TAKF THAT QUESTION.

Q: WE ASKED YESTERDAY I1F THERF WAS ANY KIND DF SHIP MOVEMENT.

A: T KNOW THE ANSWER WAS NO YESTERDAY, BUT I -DON'T KNOW WHAT
THE ANSWER IS TODAY. ' _ :

Q: HAVE THEY MOVED COMBAT AIRCRAFT INTO THE SOUTH?

A: NO.

Q: WE ASKED YESTERDAY ABOUT THE RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS?

A: RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS ARE, AT THE REQUEST OF THE SOUTH
VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT, BEING FLOWN UNARMED OVER TERRITORY AND
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE SAOUTH VIETNANESE GOVERNMENT. THAT'S A
LITTLE HAZY, I*tL GRANT YOU. . - :

Q: WHO IS FLYING THEM, AMERICANS?

A: THE SAME AS WESVE BEEN DOING "ALL ALONG.

0: WE HAVE BEEN DOING THIS ALL ALONG?

A: FOR SURE, WE'VE ANNOUNCED THAT A NUMBER OF TIMES == QVER
SOUTH VIETNAM, -

Q: THE LAST TIME WE ASKED THERE WERE 134,089 NORTH VIETNAMESE
TROOPS AGAINST 68,080 SOUTH VIFTNAMESE TROOPS; HAS THAT CHANGED
AT ALL? : . : ,

A: 1 DON'T THINK MY OFFICIAL FIGURE'S CHANGED. IT COULD HAVE
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5638 UNCLAS
ACTUALLY GONF UP SOME ON THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SIDE. I DON'T HAVE
HAVE A CHANGE. LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION TOO. I THINK IT'S
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PROBABLY PRETTY CLOSE. I MIGHT HAVE GOTTEN UP TO 14@{Mdﬂ.

T DON!T KNOW, I'MJ UST GUESSING AT THAT,
Q: STILL THE 14 DIVISIONS?.

A: THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS' POSITION

IF 14. I'VE HEARD FROM OTHER SOUOURCES SOME OTHER AGENCIES
[T MIGHT BE 15 DR EVEN 1635 WE'RE SAYING IT.

Q: THOSE TWO UNITS FROM THE SOUTH, HAVE THEY MQOVED UP
AND CHANGED THEIR POSITION?

A:,INCHING FORWARD WOULD BE THE WAY TO HANDLE 1T, BUT
ONES FROM THE SOUTH ARE STILL PARTIALLY IN.III CORPS AND
PARTIALLY IN IV CORPS.,

THINK

MORE

THE

Q: ON THESE CAMPS THAT ARE BEING LOOKED AT FOR POSSIBLE CEN-

TERS, WERE ANY FIGURES GIVEN TO COMMANDERS LIKE 175,000,
15V, 0042

A: NO, THAT'S THE POINT I'M GETTING AT. THEY DIDN'T WORK IT

THAT WAY. THEY WORKED [T THE OTHEP WAY; THEY SAID, 'HOW

MANY CAN

YOU ACCOMMODATE?® AND THEN AS T SAID WITH COST, AND PEOPLE, ETC.

WILL BE NEEDED.
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5834 UNCLAS.

Q: WHERE IS THE MONEY COMING FROM? IS THIS OUT OF THE
ALLEGEDLY HUMANITARIAN MONEY THAT CONGRESS IS VOTING NOW
IT COME OUT OF THE DEFEMSE BUDGET?

A: STATE WOULD HAVE TO ANSWER THAT, BUT THAT SEEMS TO
THE LOGICAL SOLUTION,

Q@ HAVE THEY MOVED TOWARDS VUNG TAU?

A: YES, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME REPORTS OF SOME MOVES IN
DIRECTION OF VUNG TAU. AS FAR AS IT'S ACTUALLY BEING CUT
I'M NOT PREPARED TO SAY THAT. BUT THEY'RE GETTING PRETTY
TO ROUTE 15 WHICH COMES DOWN FROM BIEN HOA TO VUNG TAU.

Q: HOW IMPORTANT WOULD THAT BE IF THEY CUT 1IF OFF?

A, NOT PARTICULARLY.

Q: IN TERMS OF THE SEALIFT?

WOULD
BE
THE

OFF YET,
CLOSE

A: IN TERMS 0OF THE SEALIFT IT WOULD BEIMPORRANT, IF THEY
CGOT TO THE SAIGON RIVER, BUT THOSE OF YOU WHO'VE BEEN OVER
THERE KNOW THAT THEY HAVE TO COME THROUGH THE RUNG SAT ANYWAY,
WHICH IS5 ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO KEEP CLEAR IF SOMEBODY WANTS TO
GO SHOOT A RPG 7 AT YOU, THEY'!'RE GOING TO BE ABLE 70 DO IT
UNLESS THEY'RE UNLUCKY, IT TOOK US A GREAT DEAL 0OF EFFORT TO

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5039 UNCLAS.

GET THAT.PLACE $O THAT THEY COULD4'T 00 IT BACK IN THE MID*GQS.
AND EVERY NOW AND THEN BACK.THEN "ITH A MAJUDOR EFFORT GOING ON,

WITH SOME SORT OF WEAPON,

‘THEY STILL SNUCK THROUGH AND EITHEP HIT A SHIP WITH A MINE OR

Q: HAS THERE BEEN A GREAT GATHERING OF REFUGEES AT HUNG TAU

ALREADY?

At THERE HAS BEEN A SIZEABLE INCREASE IN THE POPULATION, I
DON'T HAVE A FIGURE., T JUST HAVE SEEN SEVERAL FIGURES, BUT
THEYVARY QUITE A BIT FROM SOMETHING LIKE 75 THOUSAND TO AROUND

200,000, 1 DON'T KNOW  WHAT THE FIGURE IS,

Q: OF REFUGEES THERE? AND NO MOVEMENT AT ALL TU LOAD THEM
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ON THE BOATS STANDING OFF VUNG TAU?

A: NONE THAT 1 KNOW OF,

0: ARE WE GOING TO7?

A: 1 CAN'T ANSWER THAT.

Q: ARF WE GOING TO, OR ARE THF B0ATS GOING TO STAND THERE
AND THE REFUGEES STAND THERE?

A: 1 DON'T KNQW WHERE THEY'D TAKE THEM, THIS MIGHT BE A
DIFFERENT KIND OF REFUGEE. I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT.
THAT @UGHT TO REALLY BE ADDRESSED TO STATE.

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5434 UNCLAS
" Q: THE THREE SHIPS ARFE STILL IN SAIGON?

A: NDO, THEY LEET. THEY LEFT LAST NIGHT QUR TIME, ABOUT THE
MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT AND ARE MNOW STANDING OFF VUNG TAU, - THEY
DID NOT TAKE PEDPLE.

Q: WE HAVE TEN STANDING DFF VUNG TAU NOW? :

A WE'WE GOT EITHER TEN CR ELEVEN IM THE GEMERAL AREA. WHEN
YOU SAY STANDING OFF VUNG TAU. I VISUALIZFE LOOKING OUT OVER THE
HORIZON AND THERE SITS A SHP. THEY'RE NOT THAT CLOSE BUT THEY'RE
INTHE AREA. .

Q: TEN?

A: TEN'S A GOOD FIGURF. IT MIGHT BE 11.

0: CAN YOU REMEMBER THE LANGUAGE OR APPROXIMATFLY THE PURPOSE
FOR LOOKING AT THESE BASES -TO FIND OUT, WAS IT FOR TEMPORARY
HOUSING -BEFORE RESETTLFEMENT?

A: THAT'S THE IDEA: FOR TEMPORARY HOUSING WITHOUT ANY LIMI-
TATION.OR TIME FRAME BEING PUT ON THF TEWPORARY.

@: PRTIOR TO RESETTLEMENT?

A: 1T THINK YOU COULD RAW A PARALLEL BETWEEN wHAT WE DID WITH
THE HUNGARIANS BACK AT CAMP KILMER. WE JUST KEPT THEM UNTIL WE
GOT THEM ALL WORKED . QUT WHICH TOOK SEVERAL MONTHS, AS I RECALL.
BT :
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SECTION 5 OF 5

Q CAN WE PRESUME THAT ONCE CONGRESS GIVES FINAL APPROVAL OF
THIS EVACUATION MONEY, AND AUTHORIZES THE USE OF TROOPS ETC.
THAT THE SEALIFT OPERATION WILL BEGIN?

A: T DON'T THINK YQU COULD ASSU4E ANYTHING. AS I SAID BEFORE,
THIS IS BEING PLAYED BY EAR,

O: IS THAT WHAT THEY'RE WAITING FOR?

A: BASED ONTHE CONTEXT OF YOUR QUESTION, I DON'T THINK THAT!S
THE PDINT, 1 WOULDN'T DRAW THAT CONCLUSION.

Q: IS NOT THE SEALIFT BAN IN EFFECT, BY THE WAY THE LEGIS~

LATION 1S NOW PHRASED?

A: SINCE THE SIGNALS ON THIS ARE BEING CALLED BY STATE, I
RECOMMEND YOU ASK THEM, ALL I KNOW IS WE DON'T HAVE ANY INSTRUC=
TIONS TO DO ANYTHING. '

Q: DD WE HAVE AMERICANS IN VUNG TAU TO TAKE 0QUT?

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5831 UNCLAS

A:PROBABLY. WE'VE GOT SOME IN CAN THO SO WL OUGHT TD HAVE
SOME IN VUNG TaAuU,

Q: BUT MNOT NECESSARILY?

A: WE HAD AS OF YESTERDAY. THE CONSULATE'S DDOWN IN CAN THO.

Q: BIEN HOA T0O, BUT THERE'S NOBODY IN IT APPARENTLY.,

A: PROBABLY NOT.

Q: IN OTHER WORDS, YDOU HAVE NO STANDING ORDER THAT WHEN
CONGRESS ACTS TO GO AHEAD WITH IT?

A: THAT'S MY POINT. THE PLANNING ON THIS WOULD BE DONE BY STATE. .

Q: HAVE YOU HAD ANY SUCCESS IN RQUNDING UP BY SOME MEANS BIOGS
OF SOME OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GENERALS WORKING OR RUNNING THESE
DIVISIONS IN THE SOUTH?

A: NO. _

O: YOU DON'T HAVE ANY MASTERMIND. IN EFFECT?

A: THERE OBVIQUSLY IS ONE. I HAVEN'T PURSUED THIS. WE PROBABLY
COULD FIND OUT WHO THE BIG COMMANDER IS DOWN THERE.I JUST HAVEN'T
LOOKED INTO IT ON THAT BASIS. LET ME DO THAT AND SEE IF THERE IS
SOMETHING WE CAN SAY ON IT.

‘0: YDU MENTIONED THE ARMY BASES: DO WE HAVE ANY AIR FORCE
OR NAVY INSTALLATIONS THAT. . . . ‘ '

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5831 UNCLAS

A, I'M NOT THAT FAMILIAR WITH THEM, BUT THEY'VE PROBABLY

GOT SOMETHING SIMILAR TO THE ARMY! S. I DO NOT KNOW THE AIR FORCE

262325 Ys
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HAD ONE, IT MAY HAVE BEEN DEACTIVATED, BUT ELLINGTON AIR FORCE
BASE IN HOUSTON, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS InN THE SAME STATUS AS FORT
CHAFFEE. IT WAS USED BY THE RESERVE AND AIR NATIONAL GUARD FOR
TRAINING PURPOSES. IT DOES HAVE BARKACKS; IT DOES HAVE BUILDINGS
BUT 1 DON'T KNOW WHETHER THE AIR FORCE IS CONSIDERING THAT AS ONE
OF THEM QR NOT, '

O, WASN'T THERE A LARGE AF BASE CLOSED IN PUERTO RICO?

A: YES, BUT THIS IS UP TO THE SERVICES TO COME BACK WITH
WHAT “THEY THINK THEY CAN HANDLE. THERE'S NO POINT IN OUR DIS-
CUSSING IT AT THIS POINT. WAIT UNTIL THEY COME BACK.

Q: HOW ABOUT CAMP ATTERBURY?

A: THAT'S ANQOTHER ONE,

Q: IS CHAFFEE A GOOD ONE? IS THERE JUST A SKELETON FORCE
THERE?

At IT'S AN INACTIVE POST IN WHICH WE KEFP A SMALL RRGULAR .
ARMY CARETAKING CONTINGENT BECAUSE OF ALL THE USE THAT I MEN-
TIONED BY THE RESERVE AND NATIONAL GUARD. FORT CHAFFEE HAPPENS
TO BE IN EXCELLENT CONDITION, T KNOW FROM HAVING BEEN THERE
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5@31 UNCLAS
JUST EIGHT MONTHS AGO. I DON'T KNOW THE STATUS OF ANY OF THE
OTHERS.,

Q: DO YOU HAVE AMYTHING TO ADD TO YOUR ASPHIXIATION BOMB STATE-

MENT OF YESTERDAY? DO YOU HAYE ANY MNUMBERS? DID YOU SAY THAT THE

CONCUSSION WOULD KILL PEOPLE AT 280 YARDS?

A: NO, I DID NOT. I SAID THE RADIUS OF EFFECT WAS 288 YARDS
BUT IT WAS NOT AN ANTI-PERSOMNEL WEAPON, SO WE DIDN'T GO INTO
THAT, THE ONLY THING [ FOUND OUT IN ADDITON TOQ THAT WAS ‘THAT TH E
AEROSOL IS CALLED 'COMBUSTIBLE, EHTELENE OXIDE' WHICH IS A KIND
OF GASOLINE TYPE OF THING, WHAT IT DOES IS FORM A CLOUD OF VAPOR
WHICH IS IGNITED AND THEN THE DOWN PRESSURE IS SUFFICIENT TO
EXPLODZ MINES AND BOUBYTRAPS. THE ACTUAL RADIUS EFFECT OF THE
IGNITING PORTION IS ABOUT 508 FEET., SO THESE STORIES ABOUT IT
BEING TERRIBLY WIDE AREA WEAPON IS JUST STRIC TLY A LOT OF BALONEY.
THIS IS, AS 1 SAID YESTERDAY, ABQUT A TWO HUNDRED YARD RADIUS OF
TOTAL EFFECT AND THAT'S THE PRESSURE EFFECT.

Q: IS THE PENTAGON DENYING THE NORTH VIETNAMESFE CHARGE THAT
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE USED THIS? :

Ay NO, WE ARE NDT DENYING THE CHARGE'THAT THEY'VE USED IT.

WE ARE DENYING THE CHARGE THAT THIS IS AN INHUMAN, ILLEGAL WEAPON,
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5931 UNCLAS - : '

Q: HAVE THEY USED IT?. -

‘At T HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO FIND THAT

Qs THE CHARGE WAS THAT THEY USED IT AT XUAN LOC.

A: WHAT WE SAID YESTERDAY, REMEMBER, THAT IT WAS AVAILABLE
AND IT!S QUITE POSSIALE THAY THEY USED 1T BUT IT IS NOT THE
WEAPON THATTHEY CALL IT. THERE IS NO COMPARISON BETWEEN A HUGE
AREA KILLING WEAPDON AND THIS LITTLE THING.

Q: (INAUDIBLE)? _

A: WE BOUTHT IN 1973 SOME 4804, TO BE GIVEN TO ALL OF THE
SERVICES FORFURTHER TESTS. MY UNDERSTANDING FROM THE AIR FORCE
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IS THAT IT ISN'T WORTH MUCH, 1 DID NOT CHECK THE MAVY OR ARMY.

0: WHY DID WE PRODUCE ONLY658 UP TO FY 1973 -- (INAUDIBLE)?

Ay I DO NOT KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT. ‘

Q: HAS A DECISION BEEN MADE TO TRANSFER LARGE NUMBERS OF
VIETNAMESE TO CAMPS IN THIS COUNTRY OR IS STILL o o o &

A: IT'S ALL PLANNING; THERE!S BEEM NO FIRM DECISION.

Q: SO YOU'RE EXAMINING IT, THEY HAVEN'T SAID WE'RE GOING TO
DO 1T, NDW FIND US A SPOT?

Al EXACTLY, THEY HAVE NOT SAID THAT.

Q¢ IS THERE A LIMIT ON THE TYPE OF SOUTH VItTNAMFSE YGu ARE

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5831 UNCLAS
FLYING OUT?
A: ASK STATE. THIS WAS COVERED IN A MESSAGE THAT THEY PUT
OUT AS A RELEASE.
Q: (INAUDIBLE)?
A: 1 HAVE NO OFFICIAL INFORMATION ON THAT. I'VE SEEN THE
PRESS REPORTS. I KNOW OF NOTHING OFFICIAL.
BT
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FROM OASD/PA
FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT DF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING

PART I: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING BY MGEN SIDLE, MONDAY,:®

APRIL 28, 1575, 11:15 A.M,
1. ON THE HILL: ASSISTANT SECRETARY 0OF THE ARMY FOR

q FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, MR, HALL, IS AT AN OPEN SESSION OF THE

HOUSE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON ARMY PROCUREMENT
OF COMPUTER SYSTEMS, WE HAVE NO STATEMENT,

2. NO SPEECHES.

3. I NOTICED SEVEN OF YOU TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THAT AWACS
FLIGHT THIS MORNING, AT 2:99 O0'CLOCK THIS AFTERNOON THERE
WILL BE A GRODUND ORIENTATION WHICH WILL BE OPEN TO THE MEDIA,
DETAILS AT THE AIR FORCE DESK.

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5215 UNCLAS

4, LAST NIGHT THE NORWEGIAN CHIEF OF DFFENSE, GENERAL
HERMAN ZEINER GUNDERSEN, ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON, HE'S VISITING
THE UeS. AS A GUEST OF GENERAL BROWN. THERE WILL BE AN AR-
RIVAL CEREMONY FOR HIM TOMORROW AT THE RIVER ENTRANCE AND
THEN HE'S GOING TO PAY COURTESY CALLS ON THE SERVICE CHIEFS
DF STAFF AND MR, ELLSWORTH, ASD-(ISA). THEN HE'S GDING TO SEE
SOME OF OUR INSTALLATIONS AROUND THE GCOUNTRY.

S. I KNOW YOU'RE ALL INTERESTED IN WHAT'S COMING OUT OF
SAIGON AND I'M SORRY TO SAY I CAN'T GIVE YOU MUCH OHN THAT,
WE'RE HAVING TROUBLE GETTING INFORMATION THAT WE CAN RELY ON.
WE DO KNOW THAT WE CAN CONFIRM THAT THERE WERE AT LEAST 4 -

A 37*S THAT DID BOMB TAN SON NHUT. THEY DESTROYED SOME VIET=-
NAMESE AIR FORCE PLANES. NO U.S. THEY DESTROYED PART OF THE
BASE OPS AREA. THOSE OF YOU WHO HAVE BEEN THERE KNOW WHERE
THAT 1S. WHO FLEW THEM? WE DON'T KNOW. THE MOST RELTABLE
REPQORT WE HAVE IS THAT THERE ACTUCALLY WEREN'T ANY U.S. AIR-
CRAFT ON THE GROUND AT THE TIME OF THE ATTACK ALTHOUGH ONE

C 130 WAS DEFINITELY COMING IN AND HE WAS WAVED OFF AND
RETURNED TO CLARK, THE AIR BASE WAS CLOSED AND THERE 1S ONE
REPORT IN JUST BEFORE I CAME IN THAT IT'S REOPENED AND ALSO
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5245 UNCLAS

ONE REPORT JUST BEFORE I CAME IN THAT IT WASN'T. SO I GIVE
YOU THAT AND YOU CAN TAKE YOUR PICK. MY GUESS IS THAT IT'S
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PROBABLY REOPENED, BUT WE DON'T KNOW THAT YET.

THE RUMORS ABOUT STRAFING THE PALACE, WE CAN'T CONFIRM, "
THE REPORT WE HAVE ON THAT SAYS SPECIFICALLY THEY CAN'T
CONFIRM IT,..THE GUNFIRE HEARD DOWNTOWN IS ALSO IN THE SAME
STATUS. THERE HAS BEEN SOME SHOOTING IN DOWNTOWN SAIGON,
BUT NOBODY SFEMS TO KNOW WHAT IT-IS. AT THIS POINT. RENEM-
BER NOW, W!ERE DOWN NOW TO A MUCH SMALLER GROUP THAN WE WERE
BEFORE AND IT'S A LITTLE HARDER TO GET THE INFORMATION' OVER
THERE,

Q:" 1S THE DAO OFFICE CLOSED? ,

A: AS FAR AS I KNOW IT IS NOT CLOSED. .

Q: IS IT CLOSING TODAY?

A: I CAN'T ANSWER THAT, I DON'T KNOW,

Q: HOW BIG IS IT NOW?

A: T DON'T HAVE THE EXACT FIGURE. I CAN GET THAT FOR YOUﬁ‘

AFTER THE BRIEFING.

0: HAS THERE BEEN ANY ORDER AT ALL TO PULL THE REMAINING
AMERICANS OUT -- JUST LEAVE TODAY?

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5285 UNCLAS '

A: J'LL TAKE THE QUESTION. I THINK THE AMSWER IS NGO, NOT
YET. AS YOU KNOW WE'RE THINNING DOWN AND HAVE BEEN FOR A NUM-
BER OF DAYS.

Q: IS THERE ANY CONFIRMATION TO THE REPORT THAT THE A 37§~
WERE CHASED BACK TO PHAN RANG?

A: NO CONFIRMATION OF THAT, IN FACT, NO CDNFIRMATIDN THAT
HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH PHAN RANG EXCEPT A COUPLE OF PRESS
STORTIES, WE DON'T HAVE ANYTHING OFFICIAL ON THAT AT ALL.

Q: WERE ANY A 37S CAPTURED ON SOME OF THE FIELDS THAT THEY
(NORTH VIETNAMESE) TOOK?

A: YES, INDEED. A COUPLE ‘OF .DOZEN AT LEAST. SO YOU CAN

BUILD A CASE EITHER WAY ON THIS, .THAT'S THE THING THAT MAKES

IT HARD TO COME UP WITH AN ANSWER WITHOUT ANY INFORMATIDN.

Q: HOW MANY AMERICANS LEFT IN _SAIGON?

A: THE LATEST FIGURE NE HAVE AND WE'RE RUNNING ABQUT 12
HOURS BEHIND, WAS ABQUT 9#nd. I THINK IT WAS 878, THAT?'S A
HAZY FIGURE BECAUSE IT CHANGES EVERY HOUR DN THE HOUR, BUT
THEY ARE GUARANTEED DOWN BELOW A THOUSAND THAT I KNOW.

Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY CHANGE IN THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE
FOR A MILITARY STYLE OF FVACUATION, IF THAT IS NECESSARY,
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5285 UNCLAS
THAT WE HAVE QUT THERE?

A: AFLOAT?

Q: YES, ' :

A: NO CHANGE ON THE AFLOAT. AS YOU KNOW WE'VE GOT A NEW
SQUADRON OF 134#S OVER THERE THAT HAS ARRIVED AT CLARK AIR
BASE.

Q: WHERE'D THEY COME FROM?

A: THEY CAME FROM LITTLE ROCK AIR FDRCE BASE IN LITTLE ROCK.,

Q: A SQUADRON?
A: A SQUADRON BETWEEN 14 AND 16,
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Q: COULD YOU GIVE US THE TOTAL OF AVAILAst 134 AND 140

ATRCRAFT?

At T'LL TAKE THAT. I CAN GET YOU THE TOTAL OF -WHAT THEY'RE
USING. OF COURSE, IT'S A GREAT NUMBER AVAILABLE,

Ot I MEAN WHAT'S AVAILABLE AT CLARK BEING USED RIGHT NOW.

A: OK. I'LL TAKE THAT. I JUST DON'T KNOW.

0: THERE WAS A REPORT THIS MORNING THAT THEY'RE FLYING ONLY
PROPELLERED AIRCRAFT INSTEAD OF JETS.

A: AS 1 UNDERSTAND THAT THEY'RE NOT FLYING ANYTHING AT THE
MOMENT THAT WE CAN CONFIRM. YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT INTO TAN SON
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5285 UNCLAS ' :
NHUT. :

Q: IN OR OUT?

A: MY INFORMATION IS AND AGAIN I WANT TO DOUBLE CHECK IT, .
THAT THAT 1S CORRECT.

0: ARE THEY FLYING ANY C=5$?

At NO C-TS, 1385 ONLY.

Q: WHY IS THAT?

A: THEY ARE LESS SUSCEPTIBLE TO BEING SHOT DOWN, THAT'S THE
MATN REASON, AND WE HAD QUITE A BIT OF EXPERIENCE IN THAT.

O: WHEN DID YOU TAKE THE 141S 0OUT?

THIS IS VERY RECENT.
IS THAT THE REASON WHY THE ADDITIONAL C-130S WERE ORDERED?
I CAN'T ANSWER THAT. THAT WAS NOT EVIDENT, BUT IT MAKES

IS THE MARINE LEVEL ABOUT 6,8407?

THAT'S A PRETTY GOOQD FIGURE.

THERE'RE STILL FIVE CARRIERS, RIGHT?

FIVE CARRIERS. THESE ARE THE ONFS WE TALKED ABOUT THE OTHER
DAY. YOU KNOW WHEN THEY GET THEMSELVES INTO A CONFIGURATION
WHERE YOU HAVE A BATTALION LANDING TEAM PLUZ HFLICDPTERS, IT

BT , ‘
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ADDS ABRUUT 8@0. WE ARE RUNNING, YOU RECALL, AT ABOUT 4,900
AND IT WORKED ITS WAY UP TO 5,0#¥h., COUNTING ALL THESE OTHER .-
FELLOWS, IT GETSUP CLOSE TO 6,084,
Q: ANY OF THE MARINES GONE ASHORE TD AUGMENT THE EMBASSY
GUARDS?
A: NO, WE SHIPPED IN THE 4#® THAT WE TALKED ABOUT FRIDAY' TO
AUGMENT THE EMBASSY GUARDS..
Q: WHAT'S THE TOTAL?
‘At ABOUT 49 ADDITIONAL MARINES TO AUGMENT THE EMBASSY GUARDS.
Q: THOSE ARE THE ONES THAT ARE MENTIONED IN THE PAPER THIS
MORNING THAT "ARE IN THE DAQ?
A: THESE ARE THE ONLY MARINES THAT WE'VFE SENT IN WERE THE
4 THAT 1 ANNOUNCED TO YOU ON FRIDAY, IT BRINGS THE TOTAL « o «
0: SOME GUY IN SAIGON INTERVIEWED MARINES IN THE DAO
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5206 UNCLAS o _ :
CAFETERIS, i
A: THE DAO IS PART QF THE FMBASSY. ‘
Q: I THINK YOU MENTIONED THE: OTHER DAY THAT IF WE COULDN'T

FLY INTO TAN SON NHUT THAT CONCELVABLY WE WOULD USE HELICOPTERS

GOING INTO DOWNTOWN OR SOME OTHER AREA, HAVE WE DONE ANY OF THAT
AT ALL? '

A: NO. YOU KNOW IF WORSE COMES TO WORSE THAT'S THE LAST THING
TN DO. '

Q: DO YOU ANTICIPATE THAT IN LIGHT OF THE APPARENTLY CONFUSED
BUT NEVERTHELESS DANGEROUS SITUATION IN SAIGON WHERE THERE'S
BEEN SOME BOMBING AND SOME FIREING IN TOWN, THAT THERE WILL BE
A SUBSTANTIAL PULL OUT OF THE REMA]NING 874 OR SO AMERICANS
TODAY?

A: T CAN'T COMMENT ON THAT, THAT'S A DECISION THAT'S GOING
TO BE MADE SOMEWHERE ELSE,

Q: OUR PEOPLE IN WIESBADEN WERE CONTACTED BY SOMEONE CLOSE
TO THE NATO COMMAND AND WERE BRIEFED ON A DIRECTIVE ENTITLED
MC-14-4 FROM THE MILIARY COMMITTEE DISCUSSING THE CHANGE OF
NATO'S STRATEGY ALONG LINES DOF THE SCHLESINGER DOCTRINE, I
WAS WONDERING IF YOU COULD GIVE ME ANYTHING ON THAT OR DIRECT
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5286 UNCLAS '

ME TO WHERE 1 CAN FIND OUT ABOUT THAT? '
» 1'LL TAKE THE QUESTION., I HAD NOT HEARD ABOUT THIS.-

/
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Q: THE OTHER THING ALONG THOSE LINES THAT I'VE TALKED TQ A
COUPLE OF FEOPLE ABOUT HERE, THERE SEEMS TO BE SOME BICKERING
OR ARGUMENT BETWEEN U.S. AND, GERMANY INPARTICULAR, COMMAND
PEQPLE IN NATO ARQUND THEIDEA OF LIMITED NUCLEAR WAR VERSUS THE
OTHER STRATEGY. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT?

A: AGAIN, LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION. AS YOU MAY RECALL, THERE
HAVE BEEN DISCUSSIONS OF THIS TYPE GOING ON BETWEEN THE VARIOUS

'MEMBERS OF NATO FOR AS LONG AS I CAN REMEMBER BUT I DON'T KNOW

OF ANYTING RECENT. -
Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY GROUND FIRE AT TAN SON NHUT AT ANY OF

THE AMERICAN PLANES?

Q: WE'VE HAD THE FIVE REPORTED INCIDENTS AND WE'VE BEEN.
UNABLE TO CONFIRM ANY OF THEM, C

Q: WHICH WERE THESE FIVE, I'M SORRY I MISSED THOSE? v

A: THIS WAS SPREAD OUT OVER LAST WEEK. THERE WERE TWO ONE
DAY AND THEN THERE WERE TWO ANOTHER DAY AND THERE WAS A LULL
AND THEN THERE WAS ONE. I DON'T REMEMBER THE EXACT DATES, BUT
WE CAN GET ALL THAT, : '

" PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5286 UNCLAS

Q: ARE THERE 575 DOWN THERE? :

A: NOT CONFIRMED? IT LOOKED LIKE 57 OR MAYBE EVEN SOMETHING
LESS BUT WE JUST HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO CONFIRM THAT THEY WERE
ACTUAL ATTACKS ON THE AIRCRAFT

Q: ANY DAMAGE?

A: NO DAMAGE ON ANY AIRCRAFT TD INCLUDE THIS MORNING.

Q: WAS THERE A 36-HOUR INTERRUPTION OF THE C-138 OPERATIONS
THIS PAST WEEK BECAUSE OF THE GUAM FILLUP?

A: I UNDERSTAND THERE HAVE BEEN NO INTERRUPTIONS OF C-134S

INTO TAN SON NHUT,

Q: THERE WAS A REPORT IN THE PAPER OVER THE WEEKEND.

A: THAT DID NOT APPEAR IN ANY OF OUR DOCUMENTS.

Q: IS THE REASON FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE C-141S FROM THE ‘
AIRLIFT THE FACT THAT SA-7S ARE NOW CLOSE ENOUGH TO HIT THEM?

A: THAT'S NOT THE REASON. THERE ARE PROBABLY TWO REASONS:
['M SPECULATING BUT IT MAKES SENSE. THE ISLAND HOPPING THAT'S
GOING ON WITH THE REFUGEES 1S BETTER DONE BY C-141S AND CHARTER
ATRCRAFT BECAUSE THEYX{RE LONGER LEGGED BY FAR THAN THE 134.
THE 138 1S IDEAL FOR THE CLARK-TAN SON NHUT HOP NOT ONLY BE-
CAUSE IT CAN MAKE THE ROUND TRIP WITHOUT REFUELING BUT BECAUSE
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5206 UNCLAS

IT'S ALSO LESS IMPERVIOUS TGO ANY GROUND FIRE THAT MIGHT COME UP.Q

THAT HASN'T HAPPENED YET EXCEPT IN THESE FIVE CASE I MENTIONED.
BUT THE REAL REASON I'M NOT ACTUALLY AWARE OF. I CAN CONFIRM,
HOWEVER, THAT THEY HAVE TERMINATED, 141 OPERATIONS INTO TAN SON
NHUT. : '

Q: WHEN WAS THAT DONE?

A: THAT'S VERY RECENT, OVER THE WEEKEND.

Q: THE SITUATION ARCUND TAN SON NHUT HAS NOT DETERIORATED
ANY? IT IS AT THE SAME LEVEL OF DANGER AS EARLY LAST YEAR?

A: YOU CAN'T REALLY SAY IT'S DETERIORIATED BUT IT WASN'T
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REALLY VERY GOOD TO START WITH,.

0: HAS THE AIRLIFT CONTINUED OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION UNDER
THE FISCAL 757

A: 1'D HAVE TO TAKE THAT, I DON'T KNOW. .

3t DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT SALGON 1S COMPLETELY
CUTOFF EXCEPT FOR TAN SON NHUT, NOW, ALL THE HIGHWAYS AROUND
THE CITY? -

At I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION. THAT WOULD NOT BE
SURPRISING AT THIS POINT BUT I DON'T ACTUALLY KNOW THAT THERE
THEY'RE ALL CUT OFF. YOU'LL RECALL ON FRIDAY WE MENTIONED
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5286 UNCLAS
THAT THEY WERE ATTEMPTING TO CUT OFF ROUTE 15. I CAN'T
CONFIRM THAT THAT WAS SUCCESSFUL BUT YOU COULD ESTIMATE THAT
IT PROBABLY WAS BECAUSE IT WAS A LONG WAY DOWN FROM SAIGON, °
WHERE THEY WERE DOING IT.

0: DO YOU KNOW WHERE THE BASES ARE THAT HAVE BEEN SELECTED
FOR THE REFUGEES?

At AS 1 MENTIONED LAST WEEK THIS PLANNING PROGRAM 1S 0B-
VIOUSLY GETTING CLOSE TO THE END AND 2 REALLY EXPECT WE'LL
HAVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT ON THAT TODAY. I DON'T HAVE IT NOW.

(FY1: FORT CHAFFE, ARKANSAS; EGLIN AIR FDRCE BASE, AND
CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA.

FOLLOWING MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS WAS POSTED TODAY,
APRIL 28, 1975,

THREE MILITARY BASES IN THE UNITED STATES HAVE BEEN SELECTED
TO SERVE AS RECEPTIUN CENTERS FOR INDOCHINA REFUGEES.

THE BASES SELECTED AS TEMPORARY -HOUSING -SITES ARE EGLIN ,
AIR FORCE -BASE, FLORIDA; FORT CHAFFE, ARKANSAS: AND THE MARINE
CORPS BASE, CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA. THE BASES WILL BE USED
FOR TEMPORARY HOUSING FOR INDOCHINA REFUGEES FOR UP TO 9% DAYS
OR MORE. EACH BASE MAY HANDLE UP .TO 28,804 REFUGEES.

BT - : , S
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SECTION 3 QF &

REFUGEES GOING TO EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE WILL ARRIVE AT FGLIN.
THOSE GOING TO FORT CHAFFEE WILL ARRIVE AT LITTLE ROCK AIR
FORCE BASE AND THOSE GOING TO CAMP PENDLETON WILL ARRIVE AT
THE MARINE CORPS AIR STATION, EL TORO, CALIFORNIA.

MOVEMENT OF REFUGEES TO THESE BASES IS EXPECTED TD BEGIN

CWITHIN THE NEXT TWO DAYS IN ORDER TO REDUCE LARGE BUILDUPS

0OF REFUGEES AT U,S. BASES IN THE PACIFIC.,

Q: WHAT'S THE STATUS OF VUNG TAU NOW? '

A: VUNG TAU IS THREATENED, WE CAN CONFIRM THAT. IT STILL
HAS NOT YET BEEN ATTACKED BUT WE DO KNOW THAT THE ENEMY?'S
IN A 00D POSITION TO ATTACK IT.

~Q: LET ME AS THIS ABROUT VUNG TAU.ARE. ALL THE RQADS T0
VUNG TAU CUT?

A: ACTUALLY ROUTE 15 WAS THE ONLY ROAD LEFT OPEN AND IF
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 52087 UNCLAS
THAT!'S BEEN CUT THEN THEYARE BUT I CAN'T VOUCH FOR THE FACT THA
IT'S CuT. ' :

0: WHAT ABOUT THE SAIGON RIVER?

A: THAT'S NOT CUT, OF COURSE, BUT IT'S CUTABLE.

Q: IS ANY TRAFFIC MOVING DOWN THE RIVER? '

A: NO U,S. TRAFFIC. I DON'T KNOW ABOUT SOUTH VIETNAMESE.

Q: ARE THERE STILL THREE U.S. SHIPS IN SAIGON? _

A: NO. FRIDAY, WE ANNOUNCED THEIR DEPARTURE AND I WANT TO
APOLOGIZE ON THAT.INCIDENTLY, I WAS INFORMED THAT THERE WERE
NO REFUGEES ABOARD ANY* OF THOSE SHIPS. TURNS QUT THERE WERE.
675 ON BUOARD ONE OF THEM, THE OTHER TWO WERE, IN FACT, WITHOUT
REFUGEES.

Q: SO THERE'S NO U.S. SHIPPING IN SAIGON?

A: NO U.S. SHIPPING IN SAIGON,

Q: THERE'S NO WAY WE CAN TAKE PEOPLE FROM SAIGON 0OUT TO
VUNG TAU BY WATER?

A: NOT ON U.S. BOTTOMS., WE COULD MOVE THEM BACK INy oF
COURSE,THERES ALWAYS THAT OPTION, WE DON'T HAVE ANY THERE.

Q: ARE WE TAKING REFUGEES FROM VUNG TAU?

A: THERE'S ONE SHIPLOAD FROM VUNG TAU THAT WENT TO PHU
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 52087 UNCLAS :

QUNOC OVER THE WEEKEND ON BOARD A U.S. CHARTER. ,

Q: IS THIS THE ONE THAT WENT FROM SAIGON OR DID IT TAKE

| 3y
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ON ADDITIONAL PASSENGERS? , S

A: NO, I CAN GET YOU THE NAME, THE AMERICAN CHALLENGER
LOADED APPROXIMATELY 8,648 REFUGEES FROM THE VUNG TAU AREA
AND SATLED FOR PHU QUOC AND SHOULD BE THERE BY NOW.

Q: WHEN WAS THAT? o

A: IT WAS OVER THE WEEKEND, I DUN'T ACTUALLY HAVE THE
DATE, IT WAS EITHER SATURDAY OR SUNDAY.

Q: LAST WEEK THERE WERE A TOTAL OF FIVE, SIX OR SEVEN,
DEPENDING ON WHO YOU LISTENED TO, MERCHANT SHIPS THAT WERE '
IN SAIGON AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WEEK AND THEN ALL LEFT. THIS
675 IS THE TOTAL TAKEN QUT?

A: THEY WENT OUT ON ONE CALLED THE GREEN WAVE AND THAT WAS
THE ONLY ONE THAT TOOK REFUELS. REMEMBER FRIDAY I WAS GOING
TO CHECK ONE OF THEM, TURNS OUT I CHEKCED THE WRONG ONE BECAUSE
THE GREEN WAVE WAS ONE THAT WE THOUGHT NAS EMPTY BUT HAD 675
ABOARD,

Q:THE SHIPS THAT WERE IN EARLIER IN THE WEEK AND LEFT EARLIER
IN THE WEEK, DID NOT CARRY REFUGEES?

PAGE & RUEKJCS 5237 UNCLAS

A: THE GREEN WAVE WAS ONE OF THE SIX AND THAT'S THE ONLY
ONE THAT CARRIED. REFUGEFS.

Q: THESE ARE THE FIRST SOUTH VIETNAMESE REFUGEES EVACUATED
BY SEA?

A: EVACUATED FROM SAIGON, §

©: I MEAN THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN AWAY FROM SOUTH VIETNAM
ABDARD SHIPS,

A: YOU MEAN COMING QUT FROM SOUTH VIETNAM, YES, THAT!'S
CORRECT.

0: ARE THOSE SHIPS STILL STANDING OFF OF VUNG TAU. .

A: THAT'S CORRECT.

Q: HOW MANY? '

At THERE WOULON'T BE ANY CHANGE FROM THE FIGURE I GAVE
YOU LAST WEEK, 1@ OR 11, ONE OF THEM IS DUWN IN PHU QUODC AND
ONE'S GONG TO SUBIC SO IT WOULD BE NINE LOGICALLY. I COUNT
NINE STANDING REASONABLY NEAR VUNG TAU. :

Q: WHAT'S THE DELAY, THESE SHIPS HAVE BEEN STANDING THERE
FOR SOMETIME? - g

A: 1 CANNOT ANSWER YOUR QUESTION.

Q: THERE'VE BEEN FIVE SHIPS THERE FOR ABOUT A WEEK, ARE
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 52¢#7 UNCLAS
WE PROCESSING, ARE WE SELECTING THE REFUGEES?

A: 1 CANNDT ANSWER THAT.

Q: YQU SAID YOU HAD 206,890 REFUGEES IN THE CITY.

A: YOQU'RE MAKING A LOT OF ASSUMPTIONS I'M NOT SURE WHETHER
THEY'RE TRUE OR NOT IN ANY CASE I CAN'T ANSWER YQOUR QUESTION.
IF YOU'LL RECALL THE ANNOUNCEMENT LAST WEEK BY THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL AFTER THE APPROVAL OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
WAS THAT CERTAIN TYPES OF REFUGEES WOULD BE AUTHORIZED FOR
RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES AND I PRESUME THAT THIS TYPE WAS
NOT PRESENT IN LARGE NUMBERS IN VUNG TAU.
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Q: ABOUT HOW MANY REFUGEES ARE THERE ON PHU QUOC AND:WHAT'S

HAPPENED? ARE THEY JUST PILING UP THERE OR WHAT?

A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT 1 DON'T REMEMBER THE NUMBER,

PHU QUOC OF COURSE WAS DESINGATED BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE
GOVERNMENT AS A RELOCATION SITE BUT I THINK I CAN GET A NUMBtR
ON THAT.

Q: HAVE YOU RECEIVED ANY REACTION FROM THE POPULACE AROUND
THESE BASES THAT ARE UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR RECEPTION CENTERS?
HAS DOQD GOTTEN ANY COMPLAINTS?

A: 1 DON'T THINK THAT THEY'VE HAD TIME TO REACT BECAUSE
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5287 UNCLAS ,

THERE'S BEEN NO ANNOUNCEMENT AS TO WHICH ONES ARE BEING 0OF-
FICIALLY CONSIDERED, YOU MAY RECALL THERE WAS A THING IN
CALIFORNIA I'M REALLY NOT FAMILIAR WITH, BUT THAT WAS IN
GENERAL TERMS.

Q: YOU LISTED A FEW THAT BECAME OFFICIALLY CONSIDERED AS
OF THE TIME YOU LISTED THEM,

A: 1 WAS LISTING ONES THAT WOULD FIT THE BILLo BUT I REMEMBER
I 'MADE IT QUITE CLEAR THIS WAS JUST EXAMPLES. I SHOULDN'T HAVE
DOME THAT BECAUSE EVERYBODY THINKS THAT'S OFFICIAL AND IT'S NOT
OFFICIAL AND-1 SAID IT WASN'T OFFICIAL AT THE TIME.

I SHOULDN'T HAVE DONE THAT, BECAUSFE EVERYBODY THINKS
THAT'S OFFICIAL. IT'S NOT OFFICIAL. '

Q: THERE SEEMS TO BE A LOT OF BAD REACTION FROM PEOPLE OF
FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS, ABOUT THE USE QOF CHAFFEE. WOULD THAT HAVE
ANY DIRECT BEARING ON WHAT BASES WOULD BE USED AND WOULD NOT
BE USED? .

A: I AM NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE BAD REACTION. THE NEWSMEN THAT

I TALKED TO FROM THERE DID NOT INDICATE THAT, I'M NOT SAYING IT -

ISN'T TRUE, BUT [ JUST DON'T KNOW ABOUT IT.
Q: IS THERE ANY SORT OF AN INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT IN THE

BT . . R
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ROCKETS THAT HIT TAN SON NHUT, ANY ESTIMATE. AS TO WHAT KIND 0F
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SECTION 4 OF 6

BUILDING TO FROM THERE DID NOT INDICATE THAT. I'M NOT SAYING IT
ISN'T TRUE, BUT 1 JUST DON'T KNOW ABOUT IT.

0: IS THERE ANY SORT OF AN INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT IN THE
BUILDING EITHER FROM SAIGON OR OUR DWN MILITARY EXPERTS, ON WHAT
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MIGHT DD? IS THERE A FEELING THEY WANT TO
ATTACK SATGON, THEY WANT A MILITARY VICTORY OR . . .

"A: I CAN'T ANSWER THAT. WE, OF COURSE, DON'T COME UP WITH AN
OFFICIAL PROJECTION ON THAT,
O: BASED ON INTELLIGENCE ANALYSIS OF THE FRAGMENTS OF THE

zgigg b0 611

ROCKETS THEYVERE' WHAT DISTANCE THEYWERE FIRED FROM? .

A: 1 CAN GET THAT. I DON'T HAVE IT, BUT I'M SURE WE DO HAVE
THAT. : It

0 + « « JARTILLFRY SHFLLS?
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5248 UNCLAS

A: NO, IT WAS LISTED AS ROCKETS.

Q: DID IT SURPRISE ANYBODY THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESF WERE ABLE
TO FLY IN THE A-37S SO QUICKLY?
' A: THIS HAS NOT BFEN CONFIRMED THAT THESE ARE NDRTH VIETNAMFSE.

: ARE THE AMERICANS IN SAIGON SAFE?

A: I CAN'T ANSWER THAT EITHFR.

Q: YOU SAID THEY WERNE'T FROM PHAN RANG.
A: 1T SAID, WE DIDN'T KNOW.

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY IDFA WHERE THEY MIGHT HAVE COME FRON?

A: IT'S GDING TO DEPEND ON WHO WAS FLYING THEM.

Q: DO YOU HAVE THE INFORMATION WHICH INDICATES WHAT DIRECTION
THEY CAME FROM?

A: IF WE DO, WE'D HAVE A BETTER FEEL FOR IT. WE JUST DON'T
HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION. '

Q: ANY MARKINGS ON THE PLANES AF~ALL° '

‘At THEYWERE MARKS OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE, BUT YOU KNOW
IFf THEY TOOK SOME OF THOSE PLANES THAT THEY CAPTURED UP NORTH, THEY
PROBABLY wWOULD CHANGE THE MARKINGS.

Q: WHAT'S THE LEVFL OF FIGHTING MONDAY AS CGMPARtD TO o o o

A: IT'S UP. : ,
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5248 UNCLAS

QO: UP DOVER YESTERDAY? ' "
A: YESTERDAY, ALSO WAS THE SAME AS TODAY. MUCH HEAVIER

- Y
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THAN LAST WEEK.

O: WHAT ARE THE CLOSEST NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS TO SAIGON?

A: THEY'RE CLOSER. T DON'T HAVE ANY SPECIFIC FIGURE. WHAT!S
HAPPENING, OF COURSE, 1S AS ALWAYS. SOME SMALLER UNITS ARE
GETTING IN CLOSER THAN T HE LARGER UNITS AND THE .REPORTS WE
HAVE DON'T MAKE THAT VERY CLEAR JUST HOW CLOSE ANYBODY. IS. ONE
REPORT TALKED ABOUT THE OUTSKIRTS OF SAIGON, BUT YOU KNOW THAT'S
NOT A-VERY DEFINITIVE TERM. WE DO KNOW THAT THE EVIDENCE INDI-
CATES THAT ATTACKS ARE IMMINENT ON BIEN HOA AND LONG BIEN,
PROBABLY TAN AN DOWN IN THE SOUTH. TAY NINH IS UNDER ATTACK
TODAY.

0: WHEN YOU ADD IT ALL UP, IS THIS THE PUSH?

A: WE CAN'T BE SURE YET. IT'S THE SAME OLD THING, IT'S
LOOKING MORE LIKE IT, BUT WE CAN'T BE SURE YET IF THIS IS
ANOTHER LUNGE OR WHETHER THEY?'RE JUST GOING TO TRY TO KEEP -
GOING.

Q: LAST WEEK T THINK YOU INDICATED THAT AN ATTACK COULD COME
ON SATIGON AT ANY MINUTES. IS THERE ANY MORE IMMINENCE IN THE
PAGE: 4 RUEKJCS 5248 UNCLAS

-PENDING ATTACK ON BIEN HOA, LONG BIEN, THAN THERE WAS LAST WEEK?

A: IT'S CERTAINLY MORE IMMINENCE ON THE ATTACK ON LONG BIEN,
AND BIEN HOA. IN THE CONTEXT THAT YOU'RE ASKING THE QUESTION, YES.

0: WHAT ARE THE SIGNS THATIT'S IMMINENT? HOW DO WF KNOW THAT?

A: BECAUSE OF THE INTENSE ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE SURROUNDINGS.
THERE'S A GREAT INCREASE IN PROBES: THE ATTACKS BY FIRE, BIEN
HOW REPORTED A THOUSAND ROUNDS, I DON'T KNOW WHAT KIND OF ROUNDS,
BUT A THHUSAND ROUNDS YESTERDAY, ' §

Q: ON THE AIR BASE OR IN THE TOWN? ,

A: IN THE AREA. THEY DIDN'T SPFECIFY. -

0: IF YOU CAN'T ANSWER THE QUESTION ABOUT WHETHER THE AMER-
ICANS ARE SAFE DR NOT, WHY AREN'T THEY BEING TAKEN OQUT?

A: THIS IS A QUESTION THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE ADDRESSFD TO THE
STATE DEPARTMENT. THIS IS A DECISION MADE BY THE AMBASSADOR,

AS YOU KNOW, AND T JUST CAN'T ANSWER THAT.

Q: IS THIS THE FIRST INTELLIGENCE YOU'VE HAD THAT THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE OR SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARE FLYING THESE A-37S AROUND 0C-
CUPIED TERRITORY?

A: OF COURSE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE A~37S.

Q: T UNDERSTAND THAT, BUT THE ONES THAT WERE CAPTURED, I THINK,
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5298 UNCLAS
WE ADMIT THAT- WE'RE RUNNING RECONNAISSANCE OVER SOUTH VIETNAM,
RIGHT? . .

A: UNARMED, ’ ,

Q: THE FIRST INTELLIGENCE WE HAVE THAT THOSE FIELDS,. I'M
SURE THEY'VE KEPT THEM UNDER SURVEILLANCE, HAVE BEEN FLYING
THOSE PLANES, TEST FLIGHTS OR ORIENTATION FLIGHTS?

A: SHOULD THESE TURN DUT 70 BE PILOTED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE,

THAT'S GOING TO BE ONE CASE. THERE WERE SOME REPORTS THAT THE

NORTH VIETNAMESE WERE PLAYING AROUND WITH THE A-37S IN SOME
UNKNOWN FASHION., I REGRET THAT I CAN'T REALLY ANSWER THAT
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FACTUALLY. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT IS TRUE OR NOT,

Q: WHAT AIRFIELD WAS THIS THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WERE
PLAYING AROUND IT?

A: THE DANANG AREA.

Q: WHAT DO YOU MEAN PLAYING ARDUND? '

A: T DON'T KNOW WHAT 1 MEAN, T4AT'S WHY I USED THOSE WORDS.,
THIS IS A VERY HAZY REPORT AND I JUST CAN'T MAKE ANYTHING OF
1T BECAUSE DUR INFORMATION ISN'T THAT GOOD.

O: FLYING THEM OR ON THE GROUND DR« « .« .

A:-TAXIING THEM UP AND DOWN AND THAT SORT OF THING. THE
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5288 UNCLAS
BEST ANSWER TO THE QUESTIDN IS I DON'T KNOW WHETHER 1T IS OR
NOT.

Q: WHERE DID THE HAZY REPORT COME FROM? -

A: THESE COME OUT OF A MIXTURE OF SOURCFS, I'M REALLY NOT
ABLE TO SAY, :

Q: WHEN WAS IT?

A: LAST WEEK.

Q: WAS IT THROUGH ANY SORT OF AERTAL "SURVEILLANCE THAT WE
DETERMINED THIS?

A: 1 DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT,

0: HAVE WE CONFIRMED OR SOLIDIFIED THE FIGURE OF HOW MANY
ATRCRAFT THEY TODK THAT WERE INTACT THAT MIGHT BE USED FOR
ATTACK ON SAIGON? ) -

A: WE DON'T HAVE A FIRM FIGURE. I THINK PROBABLY I AM GOING
TO BE ABLE TO GIVE YOU AN ESTIMATE PRETTY QUICKLY ON THE TOTAL
NUMBER INVOLVED, BUT HOW MANY ARE FLYABLE, THIS IS WHERE WE
DON'T KNOW, B ’

Q: DO WE KNOW HOW MANY OF THESOUTH VIETNAMESE WENT BACK. AND

DESTROYED? , ,
A: ND, THAT'S ONE OF THE PROBLEMS WHY WE CAN'T ANSWER THE
#5208 '
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SECTION 5 QF 6
OTHER QUESTION. L

Q: AS A MILITARY MAN, CAN YOU GIVE US YOUR JUDGMENT BASED
UPON THE INFORMATION REACHING THE PENTAGON ABOUT THE MILITARY
SITUATION IN SAIGON: YOUR JUDGMENT WHETHER OR NOT THE REMAIN-

ING AMERICANS THERE SHOULD BE TAKEN OUT, FROM A MILITARY VIEW
. POINT, WITHIN THE NEXT DAY OR TWN?

A: 1 REALLY CAN'T DO THAT BECAUSE THIS JUST ISN'T MY AREA
OF RESPONSIBILITY. IT ISN'T EVEN THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT!S AREA
OF RESPONSIBILITY, IT'S STATE. I CAN GIVE YOU
A JUDGMENT BUT THERE'S NO REASON FOR HE TO GFT INVOLVED IN -

THIS AS AN INDIVIDUAL BECAUSE IT S NOT ANY 0OF MY BUSINESS,

D: NOW THAT THE PLANES ARF BOMBING THE AIRPORT, WHETHER
NORTH VIETNAMESE OR SOUTH VIETNAMESE, THERE'S A DANGER OF
ATTACK UPON ANY OF QUR AIRCRAFT GOING INTO TAKE OUT AMERICANS,
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5209 UNCLAS
WOULD WE HAVE THE RIGHT TD USE FIGHTER ESCORT FOR ANY AIRCRAFT
THAT WILL BE CALLED IN TO TAKE PDUT ANY AMERICANS NOW?

A: MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT WHEH THEE EVACUATION, AS SUCH,IS-
ODRDERED, THAT THE ANSWFR TO THAT IS YES.

Q: COULD YOU BRING US UP TO DATE ON THE NUMBER OF DIVISIONS.
THAT THE NVA HAS VERSUS. o o &

A: IT'S GONE UP TO 15.

Q: YOU HAD IT UP AS HIGH AS 16,

A: NO, REMEMBER WE SAID 14 .AND I MENTIONED THE OTHER AGENCIES
WERE THINKING THAT MAYBE IT HAD GONE TO 15 OR 16, NOW THE DEFENSE
DEPARTMENT'S POSITION IS THAT IT'S 15,

@: IN MR II17? .

A: AROUND SAIGON, YES,

G: DID YOU SUGGFST OR SAY THAT AN ATTACK ON SAIGON WAS M-
MINENT? -

A: NO, THE OUESTION WAS WHEN DID I THINK IT WOULD TAKE PLACE.
AND I SAID IT COULD TAKE PLACE ANYTIME FROM NOW. o o ‘s

Q: HE SAID WHY DO YOU THINK THAT ATTACK WAS IMMINENT?

At WE WERE TALKING THEN ABOUT BIEN HOA AND LONG BIEN.

O: THE NEW DIVISION CAME FROM WHERE?'

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5209 UNCLAS
A: IT CAME FROM THE NORTH?
Q: CAN YOU IDENTIFY IT?
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A: 1T WILL BUT 1 DON'T HAVE THE NUMBER RIGHT "NOW.

Oy IN VIEW CONGRESS HASN'T PASSED THE LEGISLATION GIVING .
YOU AUTHORITY TO USE TROOPS IN THE EVAUCATION EFFORT, WHERE
WOULD YOU GET YOUR AUTHORITY TO USE AIR COVER?

A: THE QUESTION I WAS ADDRESSING WA/S THE EVACUATION OF AMER-
ICANS. WE HAVE THE AUTHORITY FOR THAT.

Q: WHAT IMPACT HAS THE CONGRESSIONAL FAILURE THUS FAR TO PASS
THE AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION HAD UP 3 YYUR EVACCATTIN NLANS?

A: 1 DON'T THINK IT'S HAD ANY BECAUSE WE HADN'T GOTTEN INTO
POSITION WHERE THIS WOULD COME INTO PLAY.

Q: WHO MAKES THAT DECISION TO EVACUATE?

A: THE AMBASSADOR IS THE KEY NAN.

0: HOW MANY SOUTH VIETNAMESE REFUGEES HAVE WE TAKEN OUT?

A: AS OF THIS MORNING IT'S AROUND 40,0800, PROBABLY A LITTLE
OVER THAT. 1 DON'T HAVE THE EXACT FIGURE.'

Q: CHULD YOU GET US A BREAKDOWN OF WHERE THEY ARE?

A: NO, BUT THERE ARE ABOUT 20,948 ON GUAM. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE
THE QUESTION. '

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 52089 UNCLAS

Q PLUS HOW MANY AMERICANS?

‘A ABOUT 7,906 ROUGHLY. o . . A

Q: THAT INCLUDES THE 678 THAT LEFT VUNG TAU AND WENT TO SUBIC?

A:THAT INCLUDES EVERYBODY. '

Q: IF AN ANNOUNCEMENT 1S TO BE MADE OF A TOTAL EVACUATION,
WOULD YOU ANTICIPATE THAT IT WOULD COME FROM ~ THE WHITE HOUSE
OR STATE DEPARTMENT?

A: 1 WOULD ANTICIPATE FROM STATE DEPARTMENT.

Q: WHERE WOULD THE REFUGEES FRON PHUC QUDC GO? ;

At 1 DON'T KNOW; THAT'S A SOUTH VIETNAMESE PROBLEM,

THEY WERE EVACUATED BY THE SQUTH VIETNAMESE. .
Q: IN OTHER WORDS, THESE ARE_ PEDPLE WHO AREN'T RELATIVES OR

. WORKED FOR THE U,S.

A: YOU'LL RECALL THESE ARE PEOPLE THAT CAME MOSTLY OuT OF
THE NORTH.,

Q: I'M TALKING BOUT THE ONES THAT YOU TOOK THIS WEEKEND
FROM VUNG TAU TO PHU CHOC? _

A: THIS IS THE SAME CATEGORY THAT WE TOOK TO PHU CHOC IN THE
FIRST PLACE. THESE ARE PEOPLE WHO CANE FROM THE NORTH, MAYBE NOT
AS FAR NORTH, THEY ARE REFUGEES COMING DOWN SOUTH. THEY ARE NOT
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 520h9- UNCLAS ‘

IN OUR CATEGORY,

Q: THEY WILL NOT BE GOING TO TO THE UeS,?

A: THEY WILL NOT.

Q: ARE MOST OF THE HIGH RISK VIETNAMESE NOW OUT OF SAIGON?

A: 1T CAN'T ANSWER THAT, I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE FIGURE 1S,

YOU RECALL THE ESTIMATES ON THE HIGH RISK CATEGORY ARE PRETTY
WIDE. T DON'T KNOW WHO WOULD KNOW THE ANSWER T0O THAT QUESTION

BUT WE CERTAINLY DON'T HERE IN DEFENSE.

Q: I THOUGHT YOU SAID TO AN EARLIER QUESTION THAT SHIPS
WEREN'T TAKING MORE BECAUSE THERE WEREN'T ANY LARGE NUMBERS
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A: NO, I DIDN'T SAY ANYTHING LIKE THAT. I SAID I .DION'T
KNOW , ’ ‘

Q: WOULD YOU PLEASE NOTIFY US WHEN GENERAL HOMER SMITH,
DAQ, LFAVES SAIGON, IF HE HASN'T ALREADY LEFT SAIGON? ,

A: HE HAS NOT LEFT. WE'LL NOTIFY YOU AS SOON AS WE CAN.
REMEMBER THIS IS A STATE DEPARTMENT ANNODUNCEMENT., :

Q: BUT HE'S YOUR MAN?

“YES, BUT HE'S WORKING FOR STATE. .

o: HAVE THE CARRIERS BEEN MOVED IN CLOSER TO SHORE OR ARE
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5249 UNCLAS
THEY BEING MOVED IN CLOSER? :

A: NO, THERE'S BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE DISPOSITION
ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION I HAVE, LOOKS ABOUT THE SAME AS’
BEFORE. : ' :

Q: NO CHANGE IN NUMBERS?

A: NO CHANGE IN NUMBERS.

Q: NO NEW SHIPS?

A: NO NEW SHIPS.

Q: ABOUT 49 SHIPS?

A: A LITTLE OVER 49 SHIPS,

0: WHAT ABOUT HELICOPTERS?

A: THE SAME AS BEFORE -- 78 ODD.

O: WHAT'S THE COST OF THE OPERATION?

A: I DON'T HAVE THAT. THAT WILL TAKE A wHILF. YOU KNOW,HOW
DO YOU COST IT. YOU CAN TAKE IT TWO WAYS —- ONE YOU'RE PAYING
A SAILOR FOR SAILING AROUND ON SHIP WHETHER HE'S QUT IN THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA OR THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. IT'S NO EASY THING TO
COST. YOU HAVE TO FIGURE WHAT ARE THE ADDITIONAL COSTS. .

0: YOU SAY YOU HEARD A REPORT THAT TON SON NHUT MAY BE OPEN?

A: RIGHT. s
BT : .
#5209
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0: CAN WE AUTOMAITICALLY INFER THAT IF TAN SON NHUT IS TECH-
NICALLY OPEN, U.,S.. C-13#S WILL BE FLYING IN? ’

A: 1 THINK THAT WOULD BE VERY SAFE,

Q: THE PROGRAM HS NOT BEEN SUSPENDED IN ANY WAY?

A: 1T'S NOT BEEN SUSPENDED. ,

Q: IS THERE A DIMINISHED EVACUATION CAPACITY BY USING ONLY
C-13¥S VERSUS 141S OR C-5S7?

At PROBABLYs BUT I DON'T KNOW THAT IT WOULD BE VERY SIGNI—
FICANT BECAUSE WE'VE GOT MORE C-134S NOW.

Q: YOU WOULD KNOW WHETHER C=138S NOW ARE GOING -~ STILL
GOING IN. .

A: IT TAKES US A LITTLE WHILE TO HEAR, BUT WE WILL KNOW —-
YES WE WILL BE ABLE TO TELL YOU IF IT'S OPEN.,
~Q: I THOUGHT YOU SAID EARLY ON THAT AS OF NOW THFY WEREN'T
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5214 UNCLAS ‘ -
GOING IN? ‘ ' ‘ {

A: 1 SAID I HAD TWO CONFLICTING REPORTS. o o« o

0: I THOUGHT YOU SAID THAT THE C-134S, EVEN THOUGH THESE
WERE CONFLICTING REPORTS. . o &= -- ,

A: 1 DIDN'T MEAN TO SAY.THAT BFCAUSF IF IT OPENS UP THEY'D .
BE GOING I'M SURE OF THAT. THERE'S BEEN ND ORDFR TO CANCEL,
THAT'S WHAT ['M SAYING? : .

Q: WHAT ABOUT AN ORDER TO SUSPEND?

rerge b0 1L

A: THAT'S A DIFFERENT THING BECAUSE IF THE AIR BASE IS CLOSED
THEN YOU CAN'T FLY INTO IT, THAT'S A DIFFERENT SET OF CIRCUM-
STANCES. :

QO: WAS THERE AN ORDER TO SUSPEND THF AIRLIFT THIS MORNING?

At THE AIR BASE WAS CLOSED, YES, AND THAT AUTOMATICALLY
SUSPENDED THE FLIGHTS. '

Q: DO WE HAVE THE MILITARY CAPABILITY AS THE MATTER STANDS
RIGHT NOW, TO GET 4ALL THE AMERICANS QUT SAFELY?

A: YES, LET'S PUT IT THIS WAY, IF WDRSE COMES TO WORSE, AND
WE HAVE TO GO IN WITH HELICOPTERS TO GET THEM, WE HAVE ENOUGH
HELICOPTERS TO DO IT. ’

Q@: THAT'S NOT RESPONSIVE TO THE OUESTIDN.

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5219 UNCLAS
A THAT'S THE BEST I CAN DO, I T4INK IT'S RESPONSIVE.
Q: YOU HAVE ENDUGH OF OTHER THINGS, -LIKE MARINES? '

A
6
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A: WE'VE ANSWERED TRHIS QUESTION ABOUT 1# TIMES BUT 1T'S GOING
TO DEPEND ON THE SITUATION, BUT WE DO HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO DO -
[T, YES. YOU CAN CERTAINLY VISUALIZE A SITUATIDN'NHERE IT MIGHT
BE VERY DIFFICULT.

Q: THAT INCLUDES AIR COVER AND MEN ON THE GROUND?

A: THAT WOULD COVER THE WHOLE BIT. :

-Q: WE ARE NOT NOW PROVIDING AIR COVER FOR ANY FLIGHTS.

A: IT WOULD TAKE US INTO VIETNAM WHERE WE'RE NOT ALLOWED TO
GO WITHOUT ONE OF TWO THINGS HAPPENING. ONE WE'D HAVE TO CONSULT
THE CONGRESS. IF THE FINAL EVACUATION IS ORDERED THEN WE HAVE THE
AUTHORITY TO DO THIS TO RESCUE AMERICANS.:

P: THAT'S ONLY THE FINAL EVACUATION?

A: RIGHT,

NOW IF WE WANTED TO SEND THEM IN UNDER THE CURRENT CIRCUM=-
STANCES OF COURSE THIS WDULD BE A LITTLE DIFFERENT.,

O: WHAT 1S THE GENERAL DISTANCE FROM THE SHIPS INTD SAIGON
FOR HELTCOPTER FLIGHTS?

A: ABOUT 19% MILES -- A LITTLE LESS IN SOME CASESy A LITTLE
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5219 UNCLAS
MORE IN OTHERS. :

Q0: THE PRESENT. INTENTION, IF YOU HAVE T0O GO TO A HELIBOPERT
EVACUATION, WOULO BE FROM THE CARRIERS, INTO SAIGON, BACK TO THE
CARRIERS.

A: T REALLY NOULDN T WANT TO COKMENT ON THAT BUT THE LOGIC
IS ALMOST UNASSATILABLE. WE'RE NOT SUPPOSED TO GO INTO DETAILS.

Q: WHAT WAS THE DISTANCE FROM THE CARRIERS IN THE GULF OF
STAM INTD PHNOM PENH? : .

A:ABOUT THE SAME. I THINK THE SHORTEST FLIGHT THERE WAS

'CLOSER TO 80 MILES.

0: HAS GENERAL KY FLOWN OUT ON A C-130 UR 1417

A: I HAVE NO INFORMATION ON SENERAL KY- AT ALL.

Q: HOW ABOUT HIS FAMILY? :

A I'LL CHECK THAT, I DON'Y KNOW.

0: THERE'S A REPORT & o o

A: I SAW THAT REPORT BUT IT WAS NOT CONFIRMED. OF COURSE,
SHE UNDOUBTEDLY FIT INTO THE CATEGORY, BUT I HAVE NOT SEEN
ANYTHING OFFICIAL ON THAT, '

Q: CAN YOU DETAIL THE FIGHTING AT TAY NINH RIGHT NOW? WHAT'S
HAPPENING?
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5216 UNCLAS

A: IT'S UNDER GROUND ATTACK, .
BY HOW MANY DIVISIONS AND., + . .

Q:

A: 1 DON'T KNOW THAT, SIZEABLE IS THE wORD WE GOT.

Q: ARTILLERY INTO THE TOWN?

A: ARTILLERY ATTACKS BY FIRE AND AN INFANTRY ATTACK?

Q: IS THE INFANTRY IN THE TOWN?

A: NO REPORT THAT THEY'RE IN THE TOWN BUT THAT THEY ARE
ATTACKING.

Q: TS IT HOLDING?
A: HOLDING AS OF THE LAST REPORT.
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IS THAT THE ONLY PLACE THAT THERE'S A SIZEABLE ATTACK?
AT THE MOMENT. A
: HOW MANY GOVERNMENT TROOPS WERE AT TAY NINH y DO YOU KNOW?
I DON'T KNOW THAT. - :
HAVEN'T THEY REMOVED THE ARVN DIVISION?
IT'S MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THE ARVN 25TH DIVISION HAD
BEEN REMOVED FROM THFRF BUT THAT LEFT BEHIND TFRRITORIAL FOR-
CFS AND POSSIBLY A COUPLE OF RANGER GROUPS. I'LL TAKE THE
QUESTION, I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER,

Q: CAN I MAKE THE REQUEST THAT IF AND WHEN WE GET INTO THIS
PAGE & RUEKJCS 521» UNCLAS : ’
EVACUATION WHICH [ EXPECT WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO COVER IN LARGE
MEASURE OUT OF WASHINGTON, THAT THE. PENTAGON BE READY WITH' THE
INFORMATION OF WHAT'S GOING ON IN THE QPERATION.

A: WE'RE PREPARED TO DO OUR BFST.

Q: YDU MENTIONED THE SA-7S BEFORE, ARE THE SA~2S BEING MOVED IN

A: NOTHING NEW ON THAT, [ DID CHECK THAT THIS MORNING.

Q: WHY ARE THE C-13#S LESS SUSCEPTIBLE =-- THEY CAN TAKE OFF
WITH SHORTER. + o

A: LET ME TAKE THAT, I'M NOT AN AIR FORCE OFFICER, 1 DON'T
KNOW. I DO KNOW THAT THEIR ENGINES ARF HARDER TO PUT OUT OF
COMMISSION AND THAT MAY BE THE ANSWER BUT LET ME TAKE THAT.

Q: HOW DIFFICULT IS IT TO FLY AN A-37, IS-IT CONCEIVABLE
THAT A NORTH VIETNAMESE PILOT WITHOUT ANY TRAINING FROM THE
UNITED STATES COULD FLY ONEF OF THOSE AIRPLANES?

A: I'M SURE IT'S CONCEIVABLE. 1 BEFTTER TAKE THAT QUESTION.
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SECTION 1 OF 5 f’f,_

FROM OASD/PA

FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS

SUBJECT:
PART .1t
PART I1:

DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE JAMES R,
THURSDAY,
TRANSCRIPT FOLLOWS:

"SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: GENTLEMEN,
WITH YOU THE EVACUATION FROM VIETNAM.

FIRST, \
THAT HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THIS WAR,

2ND ARMORED DIV FORT HOOD TX:

MAY 1,

[ SHOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT IN THE »
THAT MANY OF THE MEN
WHO FOUGHT THERE HAVE CONSIDERED IT TO BE A THANKLESS TASK, I
‘SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT THEIR ACTIONS AND THEIR VALOR ARE APPRE-

PPr

THERE WAS NO DOD. MORNING NEWS BRIEFING.
SCHLESINGER MET
1975,

poc,+7

I AM PREPARED TO DISCUSS

DIVISENESS

CIATED BY TH PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY AND THAT WE EXTEND TO THEM

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5588 UNCLAS:
DUR THANKS IN THIS THANKLESS TASK.

I DISPATCHED A MESSAGE TO THE ARMED FORCES THE OTHER DAY

AND 1 SHALL READ A PART OF IT.

*FOR MANY OF YOU THE TRAGEDY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA IS MORE THAN
YOU HAVE LOST

A DISTANT AND ABSTRACT EVENT.
COMRADES THERE, YDU HAVE SUFFERED THERE.

YOU FOUGHT THEREy
IN THIS PERIOD OF

REFLECTION YOU MAY FEEL THAT.YBUR EFFORTS AND SACRIFICES HAVE

GONE FOR NAUGHT. THAT 1S NOT THE CASE.
MUTED AND THE HISTORY IS WRITTEN,
THEIR ARMED FORCES SERVED THEM WELL,

WHEN THE PASSIONS HAVE
AMERICANS WILL RECALL THAT
UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES MORE

DIFFICULT THAN EVER BEFORE FACED BY OUR MILITARY SERVICES, YOU

ACCOMPLISHED THE MISSION ASSIGNED TO YOU BY HIGHER AUTHORITY.!
JN‘TH}S LAST EXERCISE, ONCF -AGAIN I BELIEVE THE ARMED FORCES

HAV.E RESONSED MAGNIFICENTLY TO THE TASKS THAT WERE GIVEN TO

THEM.
DITIONS,

THEY PERFORMED HEROICALLY UNDER THE MOST ADVERSE CON=

1 WILL NOT 6O INTO ANY GREAT DETAIL. THE AIR FORCE DPERATING;

FROM THATLAND, THE NAVY OFF _THE COAST,

THE MARINES BOTH ON THE

GROUND AND IN THE HELICOPTERS AS WELL AS AIR FORCE HELICOPTERS

ALL PERFORMED EXCELLENTLY,
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5588 UNCLAS
DITIONS.

THEY PERFORMED UNDER DIFFICULT CON-

AMONG THOSE THAT I SHOULD LIKE TO SINGLE OUT ARE THE

HELICOPTER PILOTS.
\ B

THIS WAS THE MOST MASSIVE HELICOPTER EVAC- ;

ol12153 I5-%Is
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‘NATIDN IN HISTORY, FAR LARGER THAN HAD BEEN ANTICIPATED. SOME .

638 HELICOPTER SORTIES WERE. FLOWN ONCE AGAIN UNDER DIFFICULT
CONDITIONS. THE CHOPPER PILOTS FROM THE START OF THE MISSION
TO THE CLOSE OF THE MISSION, WORKED FOR 28 HOURS. FROM THE
FIRST ALERT IT WAS 27 HOURS. AFTER DARKNESS FELL IN SAIGON
AND A NUMBER OF LANDING SITES AT THE EMBASSY WAS REDUCED,
THEY WERE FORCED TO THREAT THEIR WAY, WITH OCCASIONAL FIRE, -
DOWN TO THE EMBASSY AND TO SET DOWN ON THE RESTRICTED .LAND ;
SITES UNDER DARNESS AND IN POOR WEATHER. THEY EXTRACTED ALL
THAT THEY WERE REQUIRED TO EXTRACT, AND TO THEM I THINK WE
OWE A PARTICULAR TRIBUTE, ' : .

Q: THERE'VE BEEN REPORTS, MR, SECRETARY, THAT YOU WERE
UNHAPPY AT THE PACE OF THE EVACUATION WHILE IT WAS UNDERWAY
AND THAT YOU TRIED TO GET THE AMBASSADOR TO SPEED IT uP IN

"FAIRLY STRONG LANGUAGE. CAN YOU TELL US WHAT HAPPENED ON THAT?"

A: WELL, THE EVACUATION PROCEEDED MORE SLOWLY AT- THE EMBASSY
THAN WE 'WOULD HAVE WISHED. IT WAS LARGELY DUE TO THE FALL OF

- NIGHT, .THE TRESTICTION IN THE LANDING ZONES: THE DIFFICULTY'

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5588 UNCLAS )

OF 'LANDING CHOPPERS, AS WELL AS THE LARGE NUMGER OF PEOPLE
THAT HAD TO BE EXTRICATED FROM THE EMBASSY. NATURALLY, UNDER
THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE DIND NOT WANT THE OPERATION TO CONTINUE
WITHOUT LIMIT AND WE MADE ATTEMPTS TO EXPEDITE IT.

Q: CAN YOU TELL US WHERE THE SHIPS ARE, THAT TASK FORCE,
AND ARE THEY LEAVING?

A: T BELIEVE ALL THE. SHIPS HAVE DEPARTED FROM THE. COAST
AT THIS POINT.
~ Q: ARE THEY MORE THAN 12 MILES FROM THE COAST NOW?: ‘

A: YES, WELL OVER TWELVE MILES, I THINK, WE'LL HAVE TO
CHECK TO B8E SURE THAT THEY ARE ALL OUT BUT CERTAINLY WITH -
ONE OR TWO EXCEPTIONS THEY RE OUT. ,

Q: ARE THEY NO LONGER MAKING PICKUPS?

A: IF SOMEONE IS ABLE TO REACH ANY OF THE SHIPS. THERE NILL
BE PICKUPS.

Q: WHEN YOU SAY WITH ONE OR TWO EXCEPTIONS THEY RE ALL OUT,
ARE THOSE ONE OR TWO EXCEPTIONS WITHIN THE 12 MILES?

" A: NO, T WAS JUST SIMPLY STATING THE POSSIBILITY THAT THEY
MIGHT NOT BE ALL OUT. I BELIEVE THAT THEY ARE ALL OUT AT THIS
TIME. . . ' '

PAGE , 5 RUEKJCS 5588 UNCLAS

:;{ DO YOU- KNOW WHAT THE TIME WAS NHEN THE ORDER WAS GIVEN
TO DEPART THE AREA? o _ .

A: WE WILL CHECK ON THAT, LLOYD (NORMAN, NENSNEEK), AND
GET THAT INFORMATION TO YOU.

Q: MR, SECRETARY, HAS IT BEEN DETERMINED NHU GAVE THAT ORDER
TO DELAY THE PICKUP BY AN HOUR?

A: WE ARE REVIEWING THAT3 THE ORDER ITSELF, DF COURSEo CAME_
FROM THE COMMAND SHIP,

Q: ARE ALL THE SHIPS SAILING TOWARD THE PHILIPPINES NON?

A: 1 DO NOT KNOW THEIR DESTINATIONS; 1 PRESUME THAT MOST
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|' OF THEM ARE GOING TO THE EAST WITH THE REFUGEES ABOARD.. .

Q: MR. SECRETARY, WHEN YOU SPOKE OF A LARGE NUMBER OF -
PEOPLE EXTRACTED FROM THE EMBASSY BEING A FACTOR IN THE PRO-
TRACTED OPERATION THERE, IS THAT A LARGER NUMBER THAN YOU i
ANTICIPATED? DID IT INCLUDE MANY MORE VIETNAMESE THAN YOU
ANTICIPATED AND IS THERE A BREAKDUWN ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE "
FROM THE EMBASSY AS DISTINGUISHED FROM TAN SON NHUT AT THIS.
TIME?

Ad

A: WE EXTRACTED 4,475 VIETNAMESE FROM TAN SON NHUT AND 1v125 -

FROM THE EMBASSY ACCORDING TO THE NUMBERS THAT 1 HAVE HERE.
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5588 UNCLAS S
IN ADDITION, THERE WERE 395,U.S.'FRDM TAN SON NHUT, 978 FRDM,‘
"THE EMBASSY: A TOTAL OF 1,373. THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALS "ARE
ESTIMATED AT 85 FOR A GRAND TOTAL OF 7,453 PLUS THE SECURITY
FORCE THAT AMOUNTED TO 995, SO THAT NEARLY 8+0908 PECPLE WERE -
LIFTED QUT IN THIS EXERCISE. ) k

Q: TUTAL OF 1,300 AMERICANS?

A: 1, 373, -

4 A4 4 4

Q2 MR, SECRETARY, HAVE YOU MADE ANY INITIAL SURVEY ABDUT HOW

-MUCH MILITARY EQUIPMENT HAS NOT FALLEN INTO NORTH VIETNAMESE
HANDS? THE SECOND PART OF THE QUESTION, WILL YOU BE ABLE TO
GET THOSE AIRPLANES WHICH WERE FLOWN TO THAILAND?
A: THE UNITED STATES RETAINS TITLE TO ALL AIRCRAFT THAT
HAVE BEEN GIVEN UNDER ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. IT RETAINS ULTIMATE
TITLE SO I WOULD NOT THINK THAT WE WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY IN
REASSERTING TITLE TO THOSE AIRCRAFT. THE QUESTION OF THE
AMOUNT OF EQUIPMENT THAT HAS FALLEN TD THE VIETNAMESE, THE ESTI-
MATES RUN IN EXCESS OF $5 BILLION WORTH OF EQUIPMENT. WE HAVE
NOT GOTTEN A PRECISE BREAKDOWN BUT WE SHALL MAKE THOSE FIGURES
AVAJLABLE WHEN WE HAVE THEM., I SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT MUCH OF
THIS EQUIPMENT NILL BE UNUSABLE FOR THE N ORTH VIETNAMESE.
4 BT ‘
#5588
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MUCH OF IT HAS BEEN DEADLINED PREVIOUSLY. THERE WILL BE NO-
AVAILABILITY OF SPARE PARTS AND THE LIKE., ‘

@: MR. SECRETARY, IS 'IT TRUE, AS REPORTED IN THE WASHINGTON
POST, THAT A MESSAGE DID GO TO AMBASSADOR MARTIN SAYING THAT THE
EVACUATION SHOULD BE SPEEDED AND THE 19 HELICOPTERS WOULD BE
THE LAST FLIGHT?

At AS 1 INDICATED EARLIER, ATTEMPTS WERE INDDED MADE TO
EXPEDITE THE EVACUATION FROM THE EMBASSY. -

0: SO YOU WERE UNHAPPY ABQUT THIS?

A: I WOULD NOT. USE THAT PHRASE, I THINK THAT WE WOULD.
NATURALLY PREFER AS EXPEPITIOUS AN EVACUATION AS POSSIBLE

0: HAD - YOU NOT ANTICPATED THAT 1,00@ OR MORE VIETNAMESE
WERE TO BE EVACUATED FROM THE EMBASSY? WAS THAT THE MAIN
PROBLEM?

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS. :

A: WE DID NOT HAVE A FIX ON THE PRECISE NUMBER THAT WOULD
BE EVACUATED PREVIOUSLY. WE HAD TRUSTED THAT THE EVACUATION
WOULD INCLUDE == OF VIETNAMESE WOULD COME FROM TAN SON NHUT
BY FIXED WING AIRCRAFT.

0: MR. SECRETARY, IN THE EQUIPMENT LEFT BEHIND, WAS THERE
ANYTHING THAT MIGHT BE OF VALUE, SAY, TO THE SOVIET UNION,

. EQUIPMENT THEY WOULD NOT HAVE INFORMATION ON? °

A NO, SIR, I BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE NO HIGH TECHNOLOGY
ITEMS THAT WERE LEFT BEHIND THAT WOULD BRING BOUT ANY ADVANCE
IN THEIR STATE OF KNOWLEDGE«~

0: YOU SAID THAT YOU HAD THOUGHT THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE

- WOULD COME FROM TAN SON NHUT:.IN FIXED WING AIRCRAFT., DOES THAT

MEAN FHAT YQU HAD NOT CONTEMPLATED THAT ANY SIGNIFICANT NUMBERS.
OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE WOULD BE EVACUATED BY HELICOPTER? _
. ORIGINALLY, WE HAD EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO EVACUATE ALL

SOUTH VIETNAMESE FROM .TAN SON. NHUT BY FIXED WING WITH THE

EXCEPTION OF A RELATIVELY LIMITED NUMBER OF HIGH RISK PEOPLE.
Q: SO WAS AMBASSANOR MARTIN ACTING BEYOND YOUR EXPECTATIDNS

WHEN HE WAS LOADING SOUTH VIETNAMESE FROM THE EMBASSY? }

- A: NO, I WOULD NOT SAY THAT. WE HAD NOT AVTICIPATED THAT

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS \

BUT CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGED RATHER RAPIDLY ON THE 28TH. WHAT -

WE HAD EXPECTED AT THE START OF THE DAY WAS TO CONTINUE THE

DECLASSIFIED

-

asu’:a ALY f o

O © 0 0 O

o O @

o Q@ O

© ©

o 0 6 © © ©

0,




DECLASSIFIED

A4 Aaddd

4

V|

LA MARA B | 'N N N

B
[

FIXED WING EVACUATION FROM TAN SON NHUT. WHEN IT BECAME EVIDENT.
' THAT TAN SON NHUT WAS NO LONGER AVAILABLE, THE DECISION WAS
MADE TO PROCEED WITH THE EVACUATION OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN

PUT TOGETHER 'IN MIXED GROUPS FOR EVACUATION FROM TAN SON NHUT
AND IN ADDITION, THOSE WHO WERE AT THE EMBASSY. THE REASON FOR
THIS WAS A PRAGMATIC REASON, THAT PROCEEDING WITH THE EVACUATION
IN THAT MANNER WAS NOT ONLY ADVANTAGEOUS ON GROUNDS OF -HUMAN-
ITARTAN ASSISTANCE TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE WHO FELD UNDER THREAT,
BUT IN ADDITION PROVIDED US. WE THUUGHT, UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES
WITH THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEASURES FBOR EXTRACTING THE AMERICANS.
Q: NOW THAT "THE WAR IN INDOCHINA IS OVER, DO WE PLAN TO

-REMOVE OUR AIRCRAFT FROM THAILAND?

A: THE ULTIMATE DISPOSTION OF OUR FORCES IN THAILAND WILL
COME FROM CONSULTATIONS WITH THE THAIS. AS YOU KNOW, I BELIEVE
I INDICATED A" YEAR AGO WE PLANNED TO FURTHER DRAWDOWN IN .
THAILAND, AND WE WILL BE MAKING REDUCTIONS IN OUR FORCES IN
THAILAND. THE PRECISE TIMING, THE PRECISE MAGNITUDE, REMAINS.

TO BE DETERMINED. P . :
PAGE .4 RUEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS : _ o _

Q: MR. SECRETARY, DURING THE PAST YEAR, ON SEVERAL OC-
CASIONS, YOU SAID THAT. THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WOULD NOT TOLER-

ATE A MASSIVE NORTH VIETNAMESE INVASION ACROSS THE:  BORDER IN
EVENT THEY DID., WERE YOU SIMPLY WRONG OR DO YOU THINK SOMETHING .-
IN THE AMERICAN ATTITUDE CHANGED THAT YOU DID NOT DETECT? ‘

A: I BELIEVE THAT WHAT I HAD STATED EARLIER WAS THAT THE °
NORTH VIETNAMESE SHOULD NOT DISCOUNT THE EXERCISE OF AMERICAN
MILITARY POWER. I INDICATED THAT AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION WAS
INDEED VOLATILE AND THAT UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES THE REACTIONS
OF THE PUBLIC MIGHT BE STARKLY UNFAVORABLE FROM THE STANDPOINT
OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. PUBLIC OPINION WAS NOT THAT VOLATILE. -

Q: HAVE THE NUMBER OF THE VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ON THE SHIPS
THAT ARE SAILING AWAY FROM VIETNAM INCREASED FROM YESTERDAY
SUBSTANTIALLY? , .

A: I DON'T HMAVE PRECISE INFORMATION ON THAT. I DO NOT BE=-

LIEVE THAT THERE HAS BEEN A VERY SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN THE

NUMBERS THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN OUT.

Q: MR. SECRETARY, IF THIS OPERATION WAS EXTENDED AND EX—
PANDED IN SCOPE == THE HELICOPTER OPERATION ~-- IN ORDER TO
TAKE OUT SOUTH VIETNAMESE, WHAT WAS THE CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS

TO.~SO- USE OUR ARMED FORCES? : '

A: THE CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY TO USE OUR ARMED FORCES? THE
PRESIDENT HAS, AS YOU KNOW, THE INHERENT OBLIGATION UNDER THE
CONSTITUTION TO PROTECT AMERICANS. THERE ARE THREE REASONS:

PRAGMATIC, MORAL AND LEGAL. ,THE PRAGMATIC REASON 1 HAVE ALREADY

INDICATED. AT TAN SON NHUT WHERE THE BULK OF THE VIETNAMESE
WERELOCATED, THEY HAD BEEN ASSEMBLED IN MIXED GROUPS FOR FLIGHTS
OUT ON C-13#S, IT WAS THE JUDGMENT OF THOSE ON THE SCENE TO
ATTEMPT TO SEPARATE THOSE GROUPS AT T4AT STAGE MIGHT HAVE PRO-
VOKED PANIC3 MIGHT HAVE EXTENDED INTO SAIGON ITSELF AND THAT

DECLASSIFIED

o

o

o e e

e

e

e @

C © o '@

o

&




DECLASSIFIED

4

A 4 4

Ad MAdddddd 4 4 4

A AMA RAA MA AL AARANMABL

IT MIGHT HAVE DELAYED THE WITHDRAWAL OPERATION. THE WITHDRAWAL

FROM TAN SON NHUT, AS YOU KNOW, PROCEEDED QUITE EXPEDITIOUSLY,

SO THAT THERE WAS A PRAGMATIC REASON GIVEN THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES..
IN ADDITION, AS I BELIEVE, THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS SECRETARY,HAS -
INDICATED, THERE WERE STRONG. MORAL REASONS WHICH THE PRESIDENT .

HAS STRESSED, THAT WE SHOULD FULFILL DUR OBLIGATIONS TO THESE -

PEOPLE BY PROVIDING .THEM WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE EVACUATED. =

FINALLY, AS YDU KNOW, THE PRESIDENT HAD REQUESTED SPECIFIC

AUTHORITY IN THIS REGARD FROM THE CONGRESS AND BOTH HOUSES HAD
PASSED LEGISLATION PROVIDING THEM WITH THAT AUTHORITY. THAT WAS

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS

AN EXPRESSION OF CONGRESSIONAL INTENT. THAT LEGISLATION HAD NOT

BECOME FINAL BUT IT WAS INDEED BOTH LEGISLATIVE HISTDRY AND AN
EXPRESSION OF CONGRESSIONAL INTENT. . -~
O: AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, THIS NEANT THAT THE OPTION Iv,
THE HELICOPTER EXTRACTION AS CARRIED OUT, WAS SUBSTANTIALLY
DIFFERENT FROM THE ONE THAT HAD BEEN PLANNED. 1S THAT CORRECT?
A: 1 WOULD SAY THAT THERE WERE MORE PEOPLE LIFTED OUT THAN

-HAD BEEN ANTICIPATED.

Q: HOW MANY WERE ANTICIPATED, SIR7 YOU MUST HAVE HAD A
PLAN ON THAT,. -

A: WELL, ONCE AGAIN. WE HAD ANTICIPATED THAT WE WOULD LIFT
OUT BY FIXED WING MOST OF THE VIETNAMESE AND MOST OF THE '
AMERICANS THAT WERE LOCATED AT TAN SON NHUT SO THAT WE WOULD |
HAVE BEEN DOWN TO A MUCH SMALLER GROUP AT THE EMBASSY. AS IT
TURNED OUT, TAN SON NHUT WAS CLOSED AND IT BECAME NECESSARY -
IN THE JUDGMENT OF ALL CONCERNED TO LIFT OUT ALL OF THE PEOPLE
WHO HAD BEEN IN THE SCHEDULED LIFT AS WELL AS THE VIETNAMESE
WHO HAD BEEN ASSEMBLED AT. THE EMBASSY.

Q: THOSE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN CHARGE OF THIS LIFT/ MR. SECRE-
TARY, INCLUDING YOURSELF AND YOUR PRINCIPAL MILITARY ADVISORS,.
BT : o o . ) - o ! -
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SECTION 3 OF 5/ Cre

THINK THAT IT SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN UNDERWAY SOONER EITHER ON THE
DAY. IN QUESTION OR IN TERMS QOF SEVERAL DAYS?

A: I THINK THAT AT THE TIME THERE WAS NO QUESTION THAT THERE
WAS UNIVERSAL AGREEMENT ABOUT THE PROCEDURES THAT WERE ADOPTED
AT THE TIME OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING WHICH WAS
TO ATTEMPT TO EVACUATE ALL FROM TAN SON NHUT BY FIXED WING AIR~
CRAFT AND THAT WAS REGARDED AS THE WISEST COURSE OF ACTION TO
BE PURSUED. THE CHANGE IN PLANS THAT RESULTED FROM THE CLOSURE

. OF TAN SON NHUT WERE AGREED TO ONCE AGAIN BY ALL PARTIES. AS 70
THE. PRECISE PACING OF THE EVACUATION .OVER A PERIOD OF SOME WEEKS,

THERE WERE DIFFERENCES OF OPINION BUT [. DON'T SEE ANY PURPOSE
IN GOING INTO THEM NOW,

. Q: MR. SECRETARY, 1 WAS WONDERINGq BASED ON A REPORT FROM
TIME MAGAZINE THIS WEEK, WHETHER IN FACT THERE WAS A PLAN IN
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5598 UNCLAS
AUGUST 1973 TO BOMB KHE SANH, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SUPPLY DEPOT
THERE AND THE SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES THAT HAD BEEN PUT IN
THERE? WAS THERE, INDEED, SUCH A PLAN AND WAS. IT CALLED OFF
BECAUSE OF THE WATERGATE CONSEQUENCES?

A: THE ARTICLE IN TIME THAT YOU REFER TO I THINK STATEOD
APRIL OF 1973, RATHER THAN AUGUST OF 1973. IN AUGUST 1973,

THE LEGISLATION THAT WAS PASSED WITH THE CONTINUING RESOLUTION ,
AUTHORITY PRECLUDED, I BELIEVE, ANY SUCH CONTEMPLATED ACTION. S

IN APRIL 1973 I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER OR NOT THERE WAS A PLAN TO
PROCEED WITHOUT BOMBING. I KNOW THAT THERE WAS GREAT CONCERN
ABOUT THE BUILDUP OF SAM CAPABILITIES BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE
IN TOTAL VIOLATION OF THE AGREEMENT, THEY HAD BEGUN TO CHEAT,
NOT-IN SMALL WAYS, BUT BY INTRODUCING INTO SOUTH VIETNAM AN’
ENTJRELY NEW CLASS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND, OF COURSE, THE
AGREEMENT CONTEMPLATED ONLY ONE-FOR-ONE REPLACEMENT. THAT WAS
A MATTER OF CONCERNy, WHETHER IT WENT AS FAR AS A DECISION TO
PROC EED, WHICH WAS SUBSEQUENTLY CANCELLED, FOR WHATEVER EASON,
WATERGATE OR OTHERS I DO NOT- KNOW. BUT THERE WAS DEEP CONCERN
AT THAT TIME ABOUT THE GROSS VIOLATIONS THAT HAD'COME INTO BEING
ARQUND KHE SANH, ' |
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5599 UNCLAS . '

"~ Q: MR, SECRETARY, LOOKING AHEAD A MOMENT, VIETNAM ASSUMING
IT'S A LEGAL UNIFICATION OR NOT, HAS EMERGED AS A MAJOR MILITARY
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bOwER IN INDOCHINA OR WHAT IS LEFT OF INDOCHINAS COULD YOU GIVE

US YOUR VIEWS AS TO WHAT YOU SEE IN TERMS DF THE THREAT THAT'S
POSED TO SURROUNDING STATES IN INDOCHINA?

A: AS YOU KNOW, THE CAMBODIANS HAVE DECLARED THEIR NEUTRALITV
SINCE THERE HAS BEEN A TAKEOVER BY TH COMMUNIST INSURGENTS. THAT
NEUTRALITY MAY WELL BE RESPECTED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMES, IN ‘
LAOS, THERE IS A SETTLEMENT, AND OWCE AGAIN ONE MAY HOPE THAT
THAT SETTLEMENT MAY BE RESPECTED Y THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. IT
WILL BE AN ADDITIONAL TEST OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FORBEARANCE.
ONE CANNOT TELL WITH PRECISION WHAT THE DUTCOME WILL BE, AND
THAT IS A MATTER THAT WILL REFLECT TWF PRIORITIES OF THE POLITBURO
IN HANOIS$ THEIR ASSESSMENT OF THEIR INTERNAL NEEDS AS OPPOSED TO
THEIR EXTERNAL DBJECTIVES. WHATEVER THEY MAY BE. ELSEWHERE,
ALONG THEIR FRONTIERS, I WOULD NOT EXPECT THEM TO INDULGE IN
HOSTILE ACTION, R - o

Q: THAILAND? . T

A: THAT, OF COURSE, IS NOT ALONG THEIR FRONTIER. ONCE AGAIN
THAT WOULD REFLECT THE BALANCE IN THE PULITBURU IN HANOI BE-
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 559% UNCLAS -
TWEEN INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL DBJECTIVES.

Q: MR, SECRETARY, YOU SAID MOST OF THE EQUIPMENT IS UNUSABLE
THAT WAS LEFT THERE.

A: NO, SIR, 1 HOPE I SAID SOME SUBSTANTIAL PORTION QF IT,

BUT I WOULDN'T 4 & &

Q: WHY IS IT UNUSABLE, IS IT BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF SPARE ) .

PARTS OR IS IT SIMPLY BECAUSE IT WAS WORN 0OUT?. . _
A: UNDOUBTEDLY, THERE IS SOME IN THE LATTER CATEGORY, BUT‘

MUCH OF THAT EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN LAID UP BECAUSE OF THE ABSENCE

OF SPARE PARTS, PROBABLY ADDITIONAL DAMAGE HAS BEEN DONE3S

THERE HAS BEEN ADDITIONAL WEAR AND TEAR. SO THAT SOME SIGNIFICANT

- FRACTION OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF THE ORIGINAL DOLLAR COST OF THAT

EQUIPMENT WOULD REPRESENT ESSENTIALLY UNUSUABLE ITEMS,
Q: IS THERE ANY ROUGH ESTIMATE AS TO HOW MUCH IS USABLE?
A: I THINK WE CAN SUPPLY SUCH AN ESTIMATE TO YOU. A SUB-

 STANTIAL FRACTION OF THE EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN LAID UP PRIOR TO

THE COLLAPSE AT BAN ME THOUT 1IN THE MIDDLE OF MARCH, AND 1
WOULD THINK THAT THAT EQUIPMENT WQULD BE UNUSABLE,
Q: MR, SECRETARY, DO YOU THINK THAT THE FINAL DENOUEMENT

IN VIETNAM HAS CAUSED ANY HARDENING OF VIEWS WITHIN THE ADMIN-
PAGE .5 RUEKJCS 5598 UNCLAS
ISTRATION OR HARDENING OF SUSPICIOUNS ABOUT DETENTE WITH THE
SOVIET UNION AND CHINA?

Az I'™ NOT SURE THAT I WOULD USE A PHRASE LIKE 'HARDENING.
UNDOUBTEDLY AN EVENT OF THIS SORT DOES CAUSE A PROPENSITY TO
REASSESS POLICY. THE PRESIDENT STATED IN HIS MESSAGE TO THE
CONGRESS THAT DETENTE IS NOT A LICENSE TO FISH IN TROUBLED
WATERS. I THINK THAT WE PROBABLY CAN CONCLUDE THAT DETENTE
HAS BEEN FARE MORE SUCCESSFUL IN TERMS OF THE DIRECT RELATION-
SHIPS BETWEEN THE CENTRAL POWERS THAN IT HAS BEEN IN PROVIDING

REGIONAL STABILITY ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD EITHER SOUTHEAST ASIA
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OR THE MIDDLE EAST. o S Y

O: IS IT POSSIBLE THAT WE WILL BE SENDING ANY FURTHER SHIPS

BACK. NEAR THE. COAST OF SUUTH VIETNAM TO PICK UP ADDITIDNAL'
REFUGEES?

A: 1 DON'T WANT TO RULE THAT OUT ENTIRELY, BUT THERE IS NO '~

SUCH PLAN AT THIS TIME.

Q: I'™™ NOT CLEAR, MR, SECRETARY. ARE ALL THE SHIPS WITH= .
DRAWING OR ARE SOME STILL OUTSIDE THE 12-MILE ZONE.

A: 1 WOULD HAVE TO GIVE YOU A PRECISE UPDATE AT THE PRESENT
TIME, MOST OF THE SHIPS ARE WITHDRAWING THERE MAY BE SOME
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5598 UNCLAS :
THAT ARE STAYING WELL OUTSIDE THE 12-NILE LIMIT. THAT NOULD
BE A MATTER OF HOURS OR PERHAPS DAYS. o

Q: IN EFFECT, YOU'RE OBEYING THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ORDERS
TO CEASE FORCEABLE REMOVAL?

A: T THINK THAT THOSE DEMANDS CHARACTERISTICALLY FOLLOH AN
ACTION, 'RATHER THAN PROCEED THEM,

Q: NOW THAT WE'RE OUT OF SOUTH VIETNAM, WHAT NOULD YUU_LIST'

AS THE AREAS IN WHICH WE HAVE AN IMPORTANT NATIONAL SECURITY
INTEREST? _ . _ :
A: WELL, I THINK THAT THE FORWARD DEFENSE AREAS MUST CON-

TINUE TO BE WESTERN EUROPE AND XOREA, AND INDIRECTLY JAPAN.

IN ADDITION, OF COURSE WE HAVE COMMITMENTS WHICH I WOULD NOT

EXPECT 7O BE CHALLENGED, TO THE PHILIPPINES. WE HAVE OTHER
MAJOR INTERESTS IN THE STABILITY OF THE MIDDLE EAST. WE HAVE
OUR TREATY OALIGATION WITH AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, WHICH
CONTINUES, OF COURSE, IN FORCE. I'M JUST TRYING TO TICK OFF
THE MAJOR ITEMS. I DO NOT EXPECT TO SAY ANY CHALLENGE

IN THE PART OF THE WORLD, HOWEVER. :

Q0: NOT EVEN FROM THE}PHILIPPINES. MR, SECRETARY?M‘

A: I WAS REFERRING TO ~ AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND,

BT _ - .
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SECTION & OF 5

I WOULD NOT EXPECT A MILITARY CHALLENSE TO THE PHILIPPINES,
THERE WOULD BE NO SIGN OF THAT.

Q: WHAT ABOUT KOREA? ' :

A: KOREA AS I INDICATED IS A FORWARD DEFENSE AREA. WE ARE
BOUND TO THEM BY THE MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY AND U.S. FORCES
ARE DEPLOYED THERE. I WOULD NOT ANTICPATE THAT ANYONE WUULD
CHALLENGE THAT U,S. PRESENCE OR CONMITMENT.

O: WAS THERE ANY UNDERSTANDING TACIT OR OTHERWISE NITH-
THE COMMUNIST FORCES BEFORE THE EVACUATION? IT APPEARS THAT
THEY DIDN'T TRY AWFULLY HARD TO TRY TO STOP IT WITH DIREe.

A: I'M NOT SURE WHETHER ONE SHOULD CHARACTERIZE THAT AS A .
TACIT UNDERSTANDING. UNDOUBTEDLY, THEY DID NOT BRING TO BEAR
THE FULL WEIGHT OF THEIR MILITARY POWER. UNDOUBTEDLY THAT
REFLECTED A MIXTURE OF. SELF RESTRAINT, DIPLOMACY AND THE
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5591 UNCLAS '

PRUDENCE IN HANDLING MILITARY UNITS THAT HAS CHARACTERIZED
NORTH VIETNAMESE OPERATIONS FOR MANY- YEARS. o

- Q7 WHAT JUSTIFICATION REMAINS FOR KEEPING U.S. FORCES IN
THAILAND SINCE YOU SAID IN YOUR.POSTURE STATEMENT THAT THEY -
WERE THERE FOR ONLY A HEDGE AGAINST A NORTH VIETNAMESE MAJOR
OFFENSIVE AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAM? SINCE THAT HAS ALREADY PASSED,

RUCLBFA T CDR 2ND ARMORED DIV FORT HOOD TX =
RUCLBFA T CDR III CORPS FORT HOOD TX —
P #121537 MAY 75 INZ1 : o
FM SECDEF WASH DC . ~
TO AIG 8799
AIG 8798 o,
BT -~
e
N

- WHY WDULD YOU KEEP ANY FORCES IN THAILAND?

I THINK THAT IS A QUESTION THAT WE WILL HAVE TO DISCUSS
AT SOME LENGTH. OBTAINING THAI PERCEPTIONS ON THAT PROBLEM.
A PRIDR REASON FOR THEIR RETENTION IN THAT MAGNITUDE WERE AS
YOU STATED, BUT THE U.S. HAS LONG CONTEMPLATED, EVEN AFTER .
THE CLOSURE ONE WAY OR ANOTHER OF THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN WAR,
THE-POSSIBILITY OF A RESIDUAL FORCE REMAINING IN THAILAND.
WE CONTINUE TO BE MEMBERS OF THE SEATO DRGANIZATION WITH
THE "THAIS.

Q, DO YOU CONSIDER THAT AN OBLIGATION TO DEFEND THAILAND IN

" CASE SHE IS ATTACKED EXTERNALLY? .

A: I WOULD HAVE TO CONSULT WITH MY LAWYERS. I THINK THAT
THERE IS AN OBLIGATION OF A MORAL NATURE UNDER THOSE CIRCUM=-
STANCES.

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5591 UNCLAS . ' L o

Q0: COULD YOU ADDRESS THE STATUS OF FORMDSA? ,

A: I THINK ONCE AGAIN THAT FORMQSA IS PART OF THE ISLAND - -
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CHAIN OFF THE.COAST OF ASIA THAT IS DEFENSIBLF. WE HAVE TREATY

OBLIGATIONS WITH TAIWAN AND AS LONG AS THOSE TREATIES CONTINUE

“TO GUIDE THE COUNTRY AND ARE THE HIGHEST LAW OF THE LAND, .

FORMOSA TOO WILL BE PROTECTED. : , :

Q: FOR YEARS THE STATIONING OF U.S. TROOPS IN KOREA HAS
BEEN BASED UPON THE COMPLETION OF A FIVE-YEAR MODERNIZATION. -
PROGRAM WHICH STARTED MORE THAN FIVE YEARS AGO.

A: IT IS AS YET NOT COMPLETED, :

Q: WHAT I'M ASKING IS THFE BASIS OF DUR POLICY THAT WE
WILL WITHDRAW QUR TROOPS WHEN THAT IS COMPLETED AT THE END
OF THE FIVE-YEAR PERIOD OR DO WE NOW HAVE A MUCH MORE OPEN-.
ENDED COMMITMENT TO KEEP THE TRODPS IN KOREA?

A: I'M NOT SURE THAT ONCE AGAIN THAT [ WOULD EMPLOY YOUR
PHRASEOLOGY OF ABOUT A MUCH MORE OPEN~MINDED COMMITMENT. IN
THE FIRST PLACE THE TYING OF THE U.S. PRESENCF TO THE COM-
PLETION.OF THE PLAN WAS A DECISION THAT WAS TAKEN BY THE PRIOR
ADMINISTRATION AND IT WAS ANNOUNCED AT THAT TIME. WE HAVE A
NEW PRESIDENT. WE HAVE A PRESIDENTIAL POLICY AND WHETHER OR NDT
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5591 UNCLAS g
THERE IS ANY SUCH TIE BETWEEN A HYPOTHETICAL COMPLETION OF THAT
FIVE-YEAR PLAN AND THE REDUCTION OF AMERICAN FORCES, SOMETHING
THAT wWwOuULD HAVE TO BE EXAMINED- 1T IS CLEAR, I THINK, THAT A

CONSEQUENCE OF THE EVENTS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA HAS BEEN TO SHAKE THE
CONFIDENCE DOF MANY COUNTRIES IN AMERICAN POWER AND PARTICULARLY = ' -

IN AMERICAN STEADFASTNESS. UNDER THESE CONDITIONS, IT IS PAR-
TICULARLY INOPPORTUNE TO CONTEMPLATE MAJOR CHANGES IN THE U.S.
POSTURE ABROAD THAT WOULD APPLY TO KOREA. AND, OF COURSE, WHEN
THE PRESIDENT WAS IN KOREA, HE INDICATED HIS INTENTION TD RETAIN
THOSE FORCES THERE FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE.

Q: WE'VE BEEN HEARING AND SEEING THAT THERE'S A LOT OF UN-
HAPPINESS WITH THE PEOPLE AROUND THE BASES WHERE THE VIETNAMESE
ARE COMING IN. ARE YOU RECEIVING ANY FEEDBACK FROM FORT SMITH,
ARKANSAS: FORT WALTON BEACH, AND SO ON, FROM PEOPLE WHO ARE
UNHAPPY ABOUT THESE REFUGEE CAMPS?

Az 1 THINK THAT YOU WILL HAVE MIXED REACTIONS UNDER SUCH
CIRCUMSTANCES, PARTICULARLY IN THE LOCALITY. I THINK THAT MOST
OF THOSE IN THE LOCALITY WILL RECOGNIZE THAT THE NECESSITY FOR
THE UNITED STATES TAKING ACTION AND THAT I WOULD EXPECT THAT
ANY REGRETS OR STRONG FEELINGS THAT ARE EXPRFSSED WILL BE

PAQE ¢« 5 RUEKJCS 5591 UNCLAS ~ '
TEMPORARY. WE TRUST THAT THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN EVACUATED
FROM VIETNAM WILL_RAPIDLY BE FITTED INTO A PLACE IN THE AMER=-
ICAN SOCIETY. FOR THOSE THAT COME HERE TO THE CONTINENTAL
UNITED STATES, WE ARE HOPEFUL, CONTINUE TO BE HOPEFUL, THAT
OTHER NATIONS THAT HAVE EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THEIR OWN HUMAN-
ITARTAN OBLIGATIONS, WILL BE PREPARED TO PROVIDE A SAFE HAVEN
FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN FORCED OUT OF VIETNAM, E .

0: MR. SECRETARY, DO YOU THINK THAT THE FALL OF SOUTH .
VIETNAM WAS PRIMARILY DUE TO LACK OF MILITARY AID AND SUPPORT
FROM THE UNITED STATES OR DO YOU THINK THAT THERE WERE OTHER

-
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lMPDRTANT INTERNAL FACTDORS THAT WERE MERE THAT LED TO THE. .
DECAY AND COLLAPSE OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY?
A: I THINK THAT IT WAS BOTH AND IN HISTORY IT WILL BE HARD -

-TO SEPARATE OUT THE VARIOUS CONSIDERATIONS THAT WERE AT WORK.'

UNDOUBTEDLY, THE AID QUESTION MADE A VERY SUBSTANTIAL CDNTRIBU-

TION IN THE IMMEDIACY OF THE COLLAPSE, AND INDIRECTLY, IT MADE

A CONTRIBUTION IN THAT FOR A PERIOD OF A YEAR THE SOUTH g
VIETNAMESE HAVE BEEN FORCED TO SUBSTITUTE, HIGHER CASUALTIES
AS A RESULT IN THE DECLINE IN FIZEPOWER. THOSE HIGHER
CASUALTIES KILLED IN ACTION, RUNNIMNG IN EXCESS OF 39,000

PAGE &6 RUEKJCS 5591 UNCLAS

A YEAR RESULTED IN A DISPROPORTIUNATELY LARGE NUMBER OF JUNIDR

OFFICERS, SENIOR NON-COMS BEING KILLED. NOW UNDOUBTEDLY THE
LOSS OF THOSE JUNIOR OFFICERS, SENIOR NON-COMS AFFECTED THE
LEADERSHIP PROBLEM,., ON THE OTHER HAND, AS YOUR QUESTION DOES
SUGGEST, THERE HAS BEEN A MASSIVE COLLAPSE HE E, THAT IT MIGHT.
HAVE OCCURRED, MIGHT HAVE OCCURRED AT SOME TIME IRRESPECTIVE
OF A GREATER GENEROSITY IN THE AID APPROPRIATIONS.

Q: IN LIGHT OF VIETNAM AND CANBODIA, DO YOU FORESEE ANY
CHANGE OF THE AMERICAN MILITARY POST RE IN ASIA RATHER THAN
STATED IN YOUR DEFENSE PAPER? IS THERE ANY CHANGE CONTEMPLATED?

A, WE ARE NOT PLANNING TO CHANGE AT THIS TIME; AT LEAST
THAT DOES NOT MEAN THAT THERE IS A Y PLANNED CHANGE IN THE
FUTURE, BUT WE AREINT PLANNING AT THIS TIME ANY CHANGES IN

- THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH WE DEPLOY NUCLEAR WEAPONS,.

Q: SOME TIME AGO, ABOUT A YEAR AGO, ON THIS KOREA POSITION

"YOU TALKED "ABOUT USING THEM AS A MOBILE FORCE FOR USE IN THE

PACIFIC AREA.HAS THAT CONCEPT NOW BEEN REJECTED?
A: NO, IT HAS NOT BEEN REJECTED AND WE HAVE MOVED IN THE
DIRECTION OF CREATING A GREATER DEGREE OF MOBILITY IN THAT
FORCE.
BT | . ‘ o
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SECTION 5 OF 5

O: MR. SECRETARY, YOU'RE NOT AS POSITIVE AS AMBASSADOR
MARTIN WHO IS AS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT IF WE HAD KEPT OUR -
COMMITMENT, SAIGON WOULD NOT HAVE FALLEN. YOU'RE NOT QUITE
SURE OF THAT?

A: I THINK IT IS VERY HARD TO DISENTANGLE THESE HISTORICAL
EVENTS. T THINK THAT AMBASSADOR MARTIN MAY BE REFERRING TO T
MORE THAN THE MATERIAL ASSISTANCE. I THINK THAT AMBASSADOR
MARTIN MAY BE REFERRING TO MORAL ASSISTANCE OF A GREATER
DEGREE THAN WE DID PROVIDE; THE FEELING THAT THE UNITED STATES
WAS INDEED BEHIND THEM; AND IN ADDITION WAS REFERRING TO
THE INDICATIONS THAT HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN GIVEN, THAT U.S.
MILITARY POWER WOULD BE REINTRODUCED IN THE EVENT OF A
BREAKDOWN OF THE PARIS ACCORDS. UNDOUBTEDLY, IF THE NORTH
VIETNAMESE HAD PERCEIVED THAT T4AT WAS A LIVELY POSSIBILITY, i
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5592 UNCLAS : ‘
THEY WOULD NOT HAVE ACTED AS THEY DID.

DURING THE MONTH OF .JANUARY, THEY BEGAN TO TEST AND THIS
WAS, OF COURSE, AS MUCH AS 18 MONTHS AFTER THE LEGISLATION
THAT PRECLUDED ADDITIONAL U.S. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN SOUTHEAST
ASIA WITHOUT GOING BACK TO CONGRESS, THAT THEY TESTED THAT
RESOLVE IN THE ATTACK ON PHUOC LONG, THE REACTION OF THE
UNITED STATES WAS TO REQUEST THE $30¥ MILLION THAT HAD PRE-
VIOUSLY BEEN AUTHORIZED, BUT FOR WHICH THERE WAS NO APPRO-
PRIATION. IT WAS NOT AS STRONG A REACTION AS THEY MIGHT HAVE
FEARED AND THEY WERE GRADUALLY EMBOLDENED TO THE POINT THAT
THEY BEGAN TO THRUST A DIVISION AFTER DIVISION INTO SOUTH o
VIETNAM, IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAD PERCEIVED THAT THE UNITED-
STATES WAS ONCE AGAIN PREPARED TO TAKE MILITARY ACTION, 1
THINK THAT THE PARIS ACCORDS WOULD HAVE STOOD UP,

03 WAS THERE EVER ANY PREPARATION ON THE PART OF THE ADMIN='
ISTRATION OR THE CONGRFSS TO TAKE SUCH ACTION?

ATl THINK THAT PRESIDENT FORD HAS SPOKEN ON THAT ISSUE
INSOFAR AS THE .PERIOD FOR WHICH HE HAS BEEN PRESIDENT. I THINK
THAT IT WAS THE INTENTION OF PRESIDENT NIXON IN THE SUMMER OF
'73 AND AT THE TIME OF THE ACCDRDS, TO BE PREPARED TO TAKE
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5592 UNCLAS™ = o -
MILITARY ACTION. ‘
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