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~~G 8798(>1' ~ 
UNClAS 4~64 J·rJ. ==a ..... ( 
SECTION 1 OF 4, dr\ 
FROM OASO/PA ~I ~ 
FOR INFORMATION AND PlJRLIC AFFAIRS DFFICF:RS . 
$UHJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS ~RIEFING 

PART I: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING BY COL dURKE. TUESDAY, 
APRIL 8. 1975,.' 11:15 A.M., 

1. ON THE HILL: STATEMENT FROM LGEN FISH, OIRECTOR OF OSAA, 
AT CLOSED SESSION BEFORE SENATE APPROPRI~Tl0NS OEFENSE SUB­
COMMITTEE. THAT'S AVAILAHLE NOW. THIS AFTERNOnN WE'LL HAVE 
STATEMENTS FROM 000 WITNESSES APPEARING '~EFORE AN OPEN SESSION 
OF THE SENATE ARMEr) SERVICES MILITARY CONSTRUCTInN SUBCOMMITTEE. 
wITNESSES INCLLJOE PERRY FLJAKAS. OASDIlNSTAlLATIOr\JS ANI! HOUSING, 
OASO/I&L. AND OTHERS. WE'LL RELEASE THOSE WHEN THE COMMITTEE DOES. 

0: IS THERE ANY PREPARED STATEMENT ON THE VIETNAM H~ARINGS1 
A: GENERAL WEYAND? 

PAGE 7. RUEKJCS 31R~ UNCLAS 
0: YES. 
A: NO. THERE IS NOT. HE OF COURSE, AS YOU K~OW FROM THE WIRES, 

IS ON THE HILL THIS MORNING. 
2. RELEASE ON THE ANNOlJNCEMENT THAT THE PRESIOENT HAS NOMINATED 

CHAPLAIN ORRIS F. KELLFY FOR APPOINTMENT Tn THE GRADE OF MGE~ERAL 

AND ASSIGNMENT AS CHIEF OF CHAPLAINS OF THE ARMY. HE SUCCEED~ CHAP­
LAIN HYATT WHO RETIRES AUGUST 1. CH~PLAIN KELLEY IS PRESENTLY 
SERVING IN THE OFFICE CHIEF OF CHAPLAI~S OF THE ARNY, ALSO, THE 
PRESIDENT HAS 'NAMED BRIGAnIER GENERAL HENRY MOHR FOR ASSIGNMENT 
AS CHIEF OF THE ARMY RESERVE. HE'S PRESENTLY SERVING AS COMGENERAl 
OF THE 1~2ND u.~. A~MY RESERVE COMMAND IN ST. LOUIS. 

3. NO SPEECH TEXTS TODAY. 
4. SOMEONE ASKEr) YESTERDAY ABOUT THE STATUS OF THE FUNDING 

FOR V I ETNAM FOR THE FOt JR TH OUAR TER AhlD WE' R E HlLD THAT AS OF 
3 APRIL ALL OF THE $175 MILLION FOURTH QUARTER FUNDS, HAVE BEEN 
OHU(;ATED. BECAUSE OF.THE FLlIID SITUATION OIlT THERE~ THERE WILL 
lJNOOUtHEDLY BE SOME REPROGRAMMING WITHIN THIS M\oUNT, HUT THE 
EXACT RREAKOUT OF THE FUNDS IS A DECISON THAT'S tlASICALLY MADE 
BY PEOPLE- OUT THERE IN VIETNAI". 

0: HOW DO THEY DO THAT? IF THEY OBLIGATED IT, THEY MUST HAVE 
PA(;E 3 RUEKJCS 3180 UNCLAS 
GONE INTO CERTAIN PDCKFTS. HOW DO THEY GET IT BACK? 

A: I DON'T KNOW THF. MECHANICS OF IT 9 LLOYD (I\JDR""AN, NHI·SWEEI(.), 
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IilH THERE IS A WAY UP TO A CERTAIN POINT THAT THEY CAN AI)JIIST IT. 
0: IN VIEW"OF THE SEVERAL PLAioJE LOAns OF HOWITZE~S ANI) OTHER 

THINGS THAT HAVE GONE OUT THERE IN THE L~ST WEEK. IS THERE ANY 
WAY TO TELL HOW MUCH OF THIS $17~ AC1lJ~LLY HAS BEEN DELIVEREO? 

A: THE REST WE CAN GET RIGHT NOW. FRED (HOFFMAN. AP), IS 
THAT ONLY, A SMALL PORTION OF THE $115 MILLHIN FOURTH OUARTER 
MONEY HAS BEEN EXPENDED AND OELIVEREO. OF THE TOTAL $70~ MIL­
LIDN FOR '75 AS OF YESTERDAY, ABOUT $468 MIlUON HAl) ~EEN EX­
PENDED AND DELIVEREO. OF THAT 5468 MILLION. THE LARGEST CATE­
GORY OF COURSE IS AMMUNITION AND A~OlJT $19(,1 MILLION REPRESENTS 
GRDUNJ) AMM\JNITION. 

c: HOW MUCH OF IT W4S AIR AMMUNITIONi 
A: AIR Af-1I"'UNITION -- $18 MILLION, AND $55 MILLION FOR POL. 

THESE FIGURES ALL ARE PART OF THE $468 MILLIUN. THE REST REPRE­
SENTS MATERIALS, SPARE PARTS AND A PRETTY GOOD CHUNK OF IT, 
FOR SERVICES. 

Q: CAN YOU BREAK THIS ALL OUT? 
A: FURTHER THAN THIS? 

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 31R0 UNCLAS 
0: YES. CAN YOU GO DOWN THAT LIST? 
A: I nON'T HAVE A ~REAKOOWN FOR THAT LAST CATEGORY. BUT WE 

CAN PROBABLY GET A RREAKDOWN ON THAT. 
Q: IS THERE ANY EQUIPMENT, IN OTHER WORns~ THE HOWITZERS 

THAT WERE SENT OUT THERE, ARE THEY THE FIRST ONE-FOR-ONE 
REPLlICEMENT? 

A: THAT WOULD STILL BE 'PART OF THE $700 MILLION IN ANY F:VENT. 
Q: I JUST WONnERED RECAUSE THEY WERE SAYING THAT THERE WERE 

PRACTICALLY NO ONE-FOR-ONE REPLACEMENTS IN THE LAST YEAR. 
A: THAT WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY ~E PART OF THIS PORTION THAT I 

HAVEN'T BORKEN DOWN. WE'LL SEE. 
Q: MATERIALS, IN OTHER WORDS. EQUIPMENT, SPARES, ETC.? 
A: YES, 'THAT WOULD fl.!: PART OF THE 'REMAINDER. 
Q: IT'S STILL 232 MILLION THEN THAT CAN ~E REPROGRAMMED? 
A: HOW DO YOU GET THAT? 
Q: $468 FROM $70101. THAT DOESN'T INtlUDE WHAT WAS IN THE 

PIPELINE. AS LONG AS IT HASN'T SEEN DELIVERED, YOU CAN CHANGE 
WHAT'S IN THE PIPELINE • 

A: I'M NOT SURE EXACTLY AT WHAT POINT, ANn I ASSUME IT 
VARIES WITH DIFFERENT KINOS OF SHIPSMENTSI I'M NOT SURE AT WHAT 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3180 UNCLAS 
POINT YOU CANNOT REPORGRAM IT. WE CAN SEE WHAT WE CAN FIND OUT. 

Q: IN OTHER WORDS, IF THEY ORDER ONE HlJNDREn 1~5S ANO THEY 
DECIDE INSTEAD TO SEND THEM SOMETHING LIKE RADIOS, JHE ARMY 
KEEPS THE IM5S'AND SENns THEM RADIOS IN THE SAME AMOUNT OF MONEY. 
IS THAT WHAT YOU MIGHT CAll REPROGRAMMING? 

A: I THINK THAT'S RIGHT. 
0: SO IT REALLY DOESN'T INVOLVE CHANGING ANY CONTRACT? 
A: THERE WOULD BE A CONTRACT INVOLVED WIT~ A SUPPLIER IF 

IT WE~E COMING FROM OTHER THAN ARMY STOCKS AND SOME OF THIS 
DOES. 1NCLUDING SERVJC~S. SO IT nEPENDS ON WHAT KINO OF ITEM 
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WE'R~ T~LKING ABOUT AND WHERE IT'S CONING FROM. 
5. ONTHF. ORPHAN F.VACIIATION, illlR. INFORMATlO"lIS THAT THE 

TOTAL-NUMBER THAT HAVE ARRIVED AT TRAVIS AFB. CALIFORNIA. IS 
193' OR~HANS; THEY ARRIVEn ON TH~~E C-141 F(IGHTS. THERE ARE 
ANOTHER 302 ORPHANS ENROUTF: TO TRAVI S ON A MAC CHARTER DC-1~ 

(OVERSEAS NATIONAL AIRLINE) ANO ARE EXPECTED TO ARRIVE THIS 
AFTERNOON OUR TIME. THERE ARE AN ADDITIONAL 23 ORPHANS STILL 
AT CLARK AR. THE TOTAL IS 51R. IN ADDITION TO THOSE AND THAT'S 
THE I'I.S. GOVERNMENT AIRLI FT, OUR FIGlIRj;:S SHOW THAT ON OTHER 

,AIRLIFTS. TWO PANAM FLIGHTS AND ONE DC-R WORLD AIRWAYS -­
PAr,E b RUEKJCS 3180 UNCLAS 
THERE WERE 787. SO IF OUR FIGURES ARE CORRECl. THE TOTAL MOVED 
TO DATE IS 1.3~5 ORPHANS. 

0: WHERE DID THE CIVILIAN AIRLIFT GO INTO? 
A: I I LL HAVE TO' CHECK. 
6. THE PHNOM PENH ST~TlSTICS: THE AiTACKS BY FIRE ON POCHENTON 

AIRPORT ON APRIL 6 W4S ONE 105MM ROUND AND TWENTY-FOUR 107MM 
R..OUNDS; APRIL 7 THERE WE-RE'ELVEN 1;155 AND TWNETY-SEVEN 107 
ROCKETS. ,NO REPORT ON APRIL 8. THE FLIGHTS INTO POCHENTONG ON 
APRIL 8 WERE 41. WE WILL GIVE~dU A H~EAKOUT LAJER • 

7. WE HAVE A FACT SHEET THAT IS A PARTIAL REPORT ON THE FIRST 
PORTION OF THE REFUGEE EVACUATION AS IT 'RELATES TO THE MILITARY 
SEALIFT COMt4AND ACTIVITIES. WE WILL TRY AND KEEP YOl) UPDATED ON 
THIS. AS YOU KNOW, WHEN THE DECISION WAS MADE TO IMMEOIATELY PRO­
VIDE AMERICAN NAVAL TRANSPOR..TS AND CONTRACT VESSELS TO, ASSIST IN 
THt: EVAGlJATI.ON OF REFqr,EES. THERE WERE SOME SHIPS UNDER THE CO"'l­
TROL OF THE NAVY'S MILITARY SEALIFT CQMMAND .N A~D NEAR VI~TNAM~SE 
WATERS AND THEY WERE ENGAGED AT THAT TIME IN THE MOVEMENT OF 
CARGO. 50 THEY IMMEDI'AT-FLY DIVERTED TO THE EVACUATION OF REFUGEES 
AND HEGAN WHAT TURNED OUT Tn 13E AN AROUND-THE-CLOCK OPERATION 
WHICH ACCORDING TO THE REPORTS THAT ARE COMING IN, WERE, AS YOU 
BT . 
#.318"-1 
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RUCL~FA T CDR 
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P ~A1952Z APR 
FM SECI)EF WASH 
TO AIG 8799 
AIG 8798 
AT 
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1ST ,CAVALRY,DlV FO~T Hnon.T~ 
2ND ARMOREO OIV FORT HOOD IX, 
III CORPS FORT HOOD TX 
75 ZNZ1 

DC 

SECTION 2 OF 4 
CAI,/ II.,AGINE. SIlMElrJHAT DIFFICULT ANI) tlNr)ER HAZAROOlJS CONO[TIONS. 
WE HAVE ~BRIEF FACT SHEET WHICH YOU MIGHT H~ INTERESTED IN. 

Q: WHA·T A~IJlJT TI-fE l"1ARINES AT SU8IC? ARE THEY GOING ABOARO 
THF f)IIRI-fAM ANf) THE FREnF-RICK AND WHAT ARE THEY GOING TO 00 
AND WHf~E ARE THEY GOING TO GO? 

A: THE MARINES ARE AT SUBIC HUT I'M NOT GOING TO,DISCUSS WHERE 
THEY'RE GOING OR WHAT THEY'RE GOING TO 00. 

·Q:~OW LARGE A FORCE DID Yn~ SAY IT WAS? 
A: IT'S A I:\ATTALION. AROtJT 1.50(-1 foIARINES. 
Q:/FROM WHICH f)IVISION, IS THAT THE- THIRO? 

./j: THEY'RE FROM THE 9TH REGIN~NT ON OKINAWA. 
0: ARE VOII RilLING OIJT THE MARINFS WILL AE PUT ON BOARD 

THE CONTRACT SHIPS? 
A: 1\10, I'M NOT RlJLlNGTHAT OUT, THAT IS A POSSP3ILITY. WE 

PAGE 2 ,RUEKJCS 31Al UNCLAS 
HAVE M6RINES ON THE FOLLOWING MILITARY SEALIFT COMMANO SHIPS 
WH[CH ARE CONTRACT S~IPS. THE PlONEER CONTEN0E~, THE TRANS­
COLORADO; THE AMERICAN CHALLENGER, AND THE GREEN PORT. 

0: AREN'T THOSE MARINES SUPPOSED TO GO ON THE NAVY SHIPS? 
A: WHI~H MARINES? . 
Q: THE MARINES NOW THAT ARE AT SUBIC. 
A: I'VE ALREAny SAIO I'M NOT GOING TO DISCUSS WHERE THEY'RE 

GOING, BUT I'M NOT RIJLING OUT THE POSSIHILITY THAT THEY NAY PRO­
VIDE SHIPHOARD SECURITY ON OTHER CIVILIAN CONTRACT VESSELS AS 
NEEDED. 

0: DIDN'T THEY TAKE MARINES OFF OF SOME OF THE NAVY SHIPS -­
LIKE THE DURHAM AND THE FREDERICK AND SO 111\1 LIKE. THAT ANI) TRANS­
FER THEM TO THE PIONFER CQNTENf)ER, THE TRANSCOLORAOO; THE CHAL­
LENGER AND SO? ARE THESE MARINES AT SURIC REPLACEMENTS FOR 
THESE GUYS WHO WERE ON THE CONTRACT SHIPS? 

A: THERE ARE 70M MARINES FRO~THE '1ST HATTALION OF THE 4TH 
MARINES AND THEY'RE n~~LOYEO LIK~ THIS: 5~~ ARDARO THE USS 
HLlIER I DGE ANO THE USS nut:\UQUE. THE BLIJERI DGE I SAT SEA IN THE 
SOUTH CHINA SEA; THE nUBUQUE IS INTHE VICINITY OF PHil QtJoe 
ISLAND. OF THE REMAINING 2~~ OF THAT 7~e, THERE IS A SECURITY 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3181 UNCLAS 
DETACHMENT OF ABOUT 50 MARINES· ABOARD THESE FOUR MSC SHIPS. 
THE AMERICAN CHALLENGER; PIONEER CONTENOER; GREEN PORT AND 
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TRANSCOlORAOD. 
0: I'S THAT 5~ EACH? 
A: 5'" E,ACH -- THAT f;IVES YOI) THE 21')'" ANO h()1) THAT TO THE 50~ 

AN!) YOU GET THE 1~\01. THOSF FOUR SHIPS ARE LClCATF:O IN THE FOLlOW­
ING PLACES: THE AMERICM\j CHALLFNr.ERS IS AT PHU QUDC, AS IS THE 
PIONEER CONTENDER ANI) GREEN 'PORT; THE TRANSCOLnRA!)O IS AT OR 
NEAR VIJNG TAll. 

0: THIS Flr.UR~ OF 5~ YOU USED,POINTS UP AN ANNOYING HABIT 
VOU HAVE AROUND THIS PLACE. I A$KEI). Ai:mIJT THI,S YI:STERr)AY, THE 
SIZE nF OETI'lCHMENTS. I WAS GIVf.N A FIGIIRE HfTWFHI 40 AND 60. 
WHY SDMERODY COUL!)N'T HAVE SAIl) AT THAT TIME IT WAS ABOUT 50. 
IT'$ KIND OF NFEOLESS WAFFLING THAT'S DONE. 

A: \.JE PRORARLY SHOULI) 1)0 THAT, FRE!) (HOFFMAN, API. 
C: SO TODAY YOU S/lY 50? 
A: 1 IMAGINE THiH ONE OF THF TINGS THAT CAIJSESUS TO DO THINGS 

LIKE THAT I S BECAUSE THOSE OF US HH(J HAVE REEN (J"J THE OTHER SIDE 
DF THE WORLD AND HAVE READ SPECIFIC ~UMBERS COMING OUT OF THE 
PENTAGON A~OUT OUR UNITS A~D THEN FINDING THAT ACTUALLY WE HAD 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 31Rl UNCLAS 
A LITTLE MORE OR LITTLE LESS. THAT MAY CONn)~lON SO~E OF THOSE 
THINr,S. WE REALLY OUGHT TO FOR OIIR PIIRPOSES HFRE COME liP WITH 
ONE FIGURE. IF WI: KNOW THAT ITS AROUT A HALLPARK FIGURE. 

0: ARE THERE REPLACEMFNTS? WILL THERE ~F ~EPLACEMENTS FOR THE 
GUYS \·)1-10 HAVE GONE ONTO THESE SHIPS? 

A: THE r)ISPERSAL OF THE PEOPLE, THE MARINES ON THESF VARIOUS 
$H1PS AND AtoIIONG THE AMPHI~IOUS SHIPS. OCC'JRRI=:D LAST 'rJEFK AND 
OVER THE WEEKEND. ,l\ND THIS LATEST BATTALION CONSTITlITES A 'BACK­
UP FORCE WHICH REPLACES. II\) PART. SOME OF THFM. 

C: I JUST WANT TO Rl\ISE TH~ DUESTION: YOU KNOW WE ASKED YES­
TERDAY AND WE I.JERE TOLO THAT vou ~OlJLD CHECK ON IT AND I THINK 
AHOUT HALF OF THE PEOPLE SITTING bUT HERE KNEW THAT THE MARINES 
WERE ALREADY IN SUBIC AND WERE R~PORTING IT ANn YOU KNOW WE DID­
N'T FINO OUT U~TIL 6:30 OR 7:~0 O'CLOCK LAST NIGHT THAT THEY 
WERE THERE. IF THEY'RE ONLY ON A HUMANITARIAN MISSION. WHY All 
THE SECRECY? < 

A: WELL, IT WASN'T OUR INTENT TO Bf SECRETIVE ABOUT IT PAR­
TICULARLY SINCE THE MOVE FROM OKINAWA TO SlJMIC HAD BEEN COM­
PLETED AND SO W''tt,'LL JUST HAVE TO TAKE A LUMP ON THAT. 

Q: WH~N DID I~ HAPPE~, SUNDAY, SATURDAY? 
PAf,E 5 RUEKJCS 3181 UNCLAS 

A: IT wAs OVER THE WEEKEND. wE CAN FIND OUT EXACTLY WHEN. 
Q: WHAT'S THE DELAY IN DISPERSING THE (lRIGINAL 7~0 MARINES 

THAT'WENT THERE LAST W~EK A8QARD ,THE SHIPS? THAT'S THE PURPOSE 
TO PROVIDE SHIP SECURITY. WHY HAVE THEY ONLY BEE~ PUT ON FOUR 
SHIPS? IS IT THAT QIFFIC~lT? 

'A: NO, THEY'RE PUT ON THE SHIPS 'WHERE THERE IS A NEED FOR 
THEM. THERE MAY BE SOME ADDITIONAL DEPLOYMENT ON OTHER SHIPS 
LATER. 

0: tHERE WAS CERtAINLY A NEED FOR T4EM ON THE GREENVIllE 
VICTORY. 
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A: THAT WAS WHAT CONVINCED US THAT THERE WAS A NEED. 
0: ARE THEY ARMEl) -8Y THF. WAY OR ARE THEY JI)ST MERELY ON 

ITHR I FLES? 
A: THE MARINES THAT ARE AKOARn THOSE SHIPS? 
Q: YES, BECAUSE I'M GOING TO ASK A NASTY QUESTION RIGHT 

AFTERWARDS. 
A: AS FAR AS I KNOW. THEY ~AVE INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS BUT WE 

CAN CHECK ANO S~E. 

0: ARE THEY CARRYING ANTI-~IOT WEAPONS, TEARGAS? 
A: I DON'T KNOW. WE'LL CHECK AND SEE. 

PAe;E n RUEKJCS 31111 lJNClAS 
·0: MY QUESTION IS: IS IT THAT nIFFICIJLT Tn TRANSFER THEM TO 

THE SHIPS? WEREN'T THFY WITH THE FLEET BEFORE THIS INCIDENT 
ON THE r,REE\lVILLE VICTORY? WEREN'T THEY ON THE bLUE RIDGE AND 
DUBUOUE? 

A: YES, I P-ELIEVE THEY I-IERE. 
Q: I AM CURIOUS AS TO WHY THEY HAnN'T 8EEN PUT ON THE SHIPS. 
A: WHY THEY HADN'T HEEN PUT ON ALL OF THE SHIPS. 
Q: YE S. 
A: rv1Y UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THEY'RE ALREADY ON THE SHIPS 

WHERE IT APPEARS THEY'RE NEEDED. 
Q: THEY WERE ORIGINALLY BROUGHT DOWN ONLY ONH,E NAVY SHIPS. 

THi:Y Wf:RE BROUGHT· DOWN BECAUSE THEY WERE NEEOEO BECAUSE OF THE 
INCIDENT OFF OANANG. YOU HROUGHT THEM DOWN A~11 YOll ·SEEMED TO 
HAVE KEPT THH' ON H.JO SHJ PS -- Ti-lE HLUERIOGE MID THE DUBUOUE 
MJO ·TH'EN YOU HAD ANOTH~R I~JCII)F.NT. ITIS NOT A tHe; THING, BUT 
! 'ill\ J lJ S T C lJ R I OU S AS TOW H Y THE I1.E LAY IN T H FIR DIS PER S A.L • 

A: I 'M NOT SUqE EXACTLY WHEN THEY WERE PUT ABDARD THOSE 
FO.UR CIVILIAN SHIPS, BlIT WE CANCH·ECK. . 

0: YOI) DIDN'T PLAN TO PUT THEM)DN BOARD THE CONTRACT SHIPS 
UNTIl·AFTER THE INCIDENT? . 
BT 
#3181 
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P HR1952Z APR 75 ZNZI 
FM SECDEF WASH DC 
TO AIG 8799 
AIG 879R' 
BT 
UNCLAS 4064 
sec TI ON 3 OF 4 

A: AS I SAY TO THE REST OF r-1Y KNOWLEDGE THE INITIAL THOIIGHT 
WAS THAT THEY WER E llNL Y. NEEDED ON THOE FOIJR SHI PS "AND WHETHER 
THERE IS A DIFFERENT JUDGMENT RIGHT NOW I JUST DON'T KNOW. 

0: YOll DIDN'T PlJT THE"" ClN THE cnNTRACT SHIPS UNTIL AFTER 
THERE WAS DISORDER ONTHE GREENVILLE VICTORY. THE ORIGINAL AN­
NOlJNCE"'ENT SAID THI:: 1\1)11 MARINES, WERE TO BE DISBURSED AMnNG THE 
FOUR NAVY VESSELS • 

A: Ar-1PHIBIOUS VESSELS. RIGHT. 
0: THERE WAS NO INTENTION OF PUTTING THEM ON THE CONTRACT 

SHIPS? 
. A: I DON'T THINK IT WAS THOUGHT NECESSARY AT THAT TIME. OF 

COURSE. EVENTS INDICATED THAT IT WAS. I DON'T THINK THE INTEN­
TInN EVE~ WAS Tn PUT THEM ON ALL OF THOSE SHIPS. THEY'RE ASSESS­
INr, THE SITUATIO~ TO DETERMINE wHERHER THEY THINK IT'S NECESSARY 
DAr,E ,2 RUEKJCS 3192 UNCLAS 

[ 

)~, 

i c:;l 

AND THEN PIITTING THE~ ON THOSE SHIPS WHERE THEY'RE NEEDED, BUT NOT 
~ECESSARILY ALL SHIPS. 

0: ARE WE ~OlNG TO MAINTAI A FORCE OF MARINES ON ONE OR TWO 
SHIpS THAT ARE ABOUT 500 -- 1~00 IN CASE HELP IS NEEDED IN THE 
EVACUATION OF A'-1ERICANS? ' . 

A: AREYOIJ TALKING AHOllT THE AMPHIBIOlJS SHIPS? 
(,): A.NY SHIPS. • 
A:·'WE'LL .JUST HAVE TO WAIT AND SEE. ,..,' - . -

-g: ARE THE FREOERICKANO DURHAM IN SUSIC NOW? 
A: YES, THEYARE AND SO IS THE CARRIER HANCOCK ANO THE CORAL 

EA IS ALSO INSUBIC. 
0: WHERE ARE THOSE FOUR DESTROYERS YOU WERE TALKING ABOUT 

YESTE~OAY? 
A: I DON'T KNOW BECAUSE I DON'T KNOW WHICH FOUR DESTROYERS 

I WAS TALKING AROUT YESTERDAY. IF YOU'RE INTERESTED IN WHICH 
SHIPS ARE AT PHU QUOC AND VUNG TAU AND PLACES LIKE THAT, WE 

AN PRORA\3LY GIVE YOll THAT. 
0: ARE THEY CHANGFO FROM YESTERDAY? YOU RAN DOWN THOSE. 
A: THE~EIS PROBABLY SOME ·MINOR CHANGE, BUT WE CAN GIVE 

UU THAT AFTER THE BRIEFING. 
P~GE 3 RUEKJCS 3182 UNClAS 

0: CAN'T YOU JUST POST IT ON THE BOARD? 
A: WHY DON,If. WE DO THAT. THAT'S THE SHIPS AT PHU gilOC, VUNG 
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TAU ANI) WE CAN ADD SUBIC TO IT. 
0: WHAT AROtH THE ENTERPRISE ANO THF MIDWAY? 
A: THE ENTERPRISE AND THE MIDWAY ARE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. 
0: THE MIOWAY WAS IN THE VICINITY OF THE P~IlIPPINES VESTER-

DAY; IS THAT STILL WHERE IT IS? 
A: I'LL HAVE TO CHECK AND SEE WHETHER SHE'S STILL IN THAT 

SUHIC OPERATINr. AREA. 
0: 00 YOU HAVE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON WHAT CAUSED THE 

C-5 CRASH IN SAIGON? 
A: NO. WE DON If • 
c: IS THERE ANY SIGN OF MOVE~ENT OF EITHER SOVIET OR CHINESE 

SHIPS TOWARD THIS AREA OFF VIETNAM IN RECENT DAVS? 
A: TOIrIAHD '.~HAT AREA. 110 YOll MEAN OFF THE COAST OF SOUTH 

VIETNAM?' 
0: OFF THE COAST OF NORTH VIETNAM? 
/J.: wE' L L /J. SK • 
0: ALSO IS THERE ANY SIGN OF REPLENISHMENT SHIPS FROM EITHER 

THE CHINESE OR THE SOVIET BLOCK MOVING TOWARD THE ~ORTHERN PART 
PAr.E 4 RUEKJCS 3182 lJI\JCLAS 
OF SOUTH VIETNAM WHERE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAVE TAKEN OVER 
SOME OF THE POR.T AREAS SUCH AS DANANG? 

A: ~-IE'Ll ASK. 
0: YOU'VE HAD NO WORD OF THEIR UNLOADING EQUIPMENT OR ANYTHING 

LIKE THAT? 
A: I HAVEN'T PERSONALLY. NO. WE'LL ASK. 
Q: MIGHT SOME OF THE MARINES IN SUBIe BE L.OADf!) ON THE HAN­

COCK ~NDTHE. CORAL SEA? 
A: I '0 RATHER NOT DISCUSS THE FUTURE MOVEMENT OF THE MARINES 

AT SUBIC. 
Q: SINCE. THE HA~COCK IS LOADED WITH THE BIG HELICOPTERS. IS 

ITS PRIMARY MISSION THE EVACUATION? 
A: OF COURSE, HAVIN~ HELICOPTfRS ABQARD ANY SHIPS, A CARRIER 

OR ANY OTHE~ SHIP. GIVES ~ou AN EVACUATION CAPASILITV. 
Q: ARE ANY CARR I ERS BEING Ar)DED TO. THE. CORAL SEA OR HAVE 

THEY BEEN ADDEn TO THE CORAL SEA OR WILL THEY BE ADDED TO THE 
CORAL SEA OR WILL THFY BE ADDEO TQ THE CORAL SEA? 

A: WE'LL ASK WHETHE~ THEY HAVE BEEN. 
o :. THERE WERE ABOUT 30'1 MAR 1 Nf SON THE HANCOCK WHEN WE WERE 

.LAST TOLD; IS THAT STILL TRUE? 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3182·UNCLAS 

A: THOSE WERE THE PEOPLE FROM THE HELICOPTER SQUADRON. 
Q: THERE'S NO CHANGE THEN? 
A: KE CAN CHECK~ . 
Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY WORb AS TO ~HETHER AN~OF THOSE SOVIET 

SHIPS ARE STILL 60~ 01{ 701:1 MILES AWAY FRom., HAWAII ON THAT 
OCEANOr.RAPHIC STUfJY? • 

A: I'M JUST ~OT BRIEFF.D ON IT; WE CAN CHECK. 
Q: WHAT SOVIET SHIPS ARE IN THE VICINITY OF THE HAWAIIAN 

ISLANDS -- NORTHWEST? . 
A: WE'LL CHECK. 
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0: COULD YOU r,IVE US SOME KINO OF RUNnOWN ON THE KIN!) OF 
NORTH VIETNAMESE FORCES THEY AREBRII\lGIN(; INTO PUSITON AROIlND 
SAIGON, INCUJDINr-. AIRCRAFT? 

A: LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION. WF DO KNOW THAT ONE OF THEIR 
DIVISIONS, THE 341ST DIVISION, 010 MOVE INTO MR III NORTH OF 
SAIGON A'30tJT A WEEK OR SO AGO. 

0: HAVE THEY USfD ANY OF THOSE AIRFIELDS THAT THEY WERE 
DEVELOPING IN SOUTH VIETNAM? 010 THEY MOVE ANYTHING INTO THEM? 
IS THERE ANY INDICATION OF THEM MOVING AIRCRAFT ACROSS THE DMZ? 

A: ~EILl CHECK AND S~F. 

PAGE 6 RUEK.JCS 3181 UNClAS 
Q: COULD YOll EXPAND THAT TO INCLUDE MO~ILE RADAR BEING 

MOVED SOUTH, PLUS AIRCRAFT? 
A: OK. 
0: IF YOU PROVIDE AIRCRAFT FIGURES, MAKE A DISTINCTION 

BETWEE~ AIRPLA~ES AND HELICOPTERS 
A: OK. 
Q: THAT BACKUP MARli\lF. I3ATTALION, DID YOU SAY COULO OR WILL 

REPLACE SOME OF THOSE 70~ MARINES ON THE SHIPS? 
A: I WAS ASKED IF THAT WAS A POSSIBILITY~ AND I SAID YES. 
0: THEY CnULD? 
A: I DON I T WANT TO RIJlE THAT OUT. 
0: HOW MANY TROOPS HAVE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MOVED INTO 

THE DELTA? ANY NEW DIVISIONS? 
, A: TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, THEY STILL HAVE THREE 

DIVISIONS iNf.,R IV AREA. 
0: THAT'S NORTH VIETNAMESE? 
A: NORTH VIETNAMESE DIVISIONS. 
0: HOI~ MAI'lY DOES THE SOUTH HAvr THER E? 
A: THAT'S ALSO THREE. 
Q: WHEN DID THE THIRD DIVISION COME INTO MR IV? 

BT 
#3182 
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SECTION 4 OF 4 

t..: IT' S BEEN THERE. 
(J: THE NORTH :VI ETNA'''ESE? 
A: I T HAS KEEN THFR E. 
f,): A~OU"lD SAIGON. HO\o! t·HJCH OF EACH? 
A: I I)ON'T HAVE MY FIGURES WITH ME BUT WE CAN GET 

YOU AFTER PiE HRIEFING. 
(,): WHAT ELSE COULD THE MARINES AT 

SHIP SECURITY? 
A: 1 • M JUST NOT GOING TO DISCUSS 

8T 
#3183 
"'NNN 
IN 05715/~9R/75 lACK 

SUBIC 00 EXCEPT 

IT. 

o ~19·~2 ~y 
\ 

DECLASSIFIED 

THAT FOR 

PROVIDE 

.......c.. 
C.r:::::l 

,1"-_ 

dT··~ 

~I.~ 

I 
t 
I 
I 
I 
! 
t 
) 
1 

I 
I 

\ 

\ 
j 



,e 

'i(i 

t·o ---1 
i ~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

P II TU1YUW RUEKJCS33 74 111~'1Yl22-UUlJlJ--RlJEOF I A. 
7_NP. lIUUlJU 
RUCL3FA T COR 1ST CAVALRY DIV FORT HOOD TX 
RUClRFA T CD~ 2ND ARMORED DIV FORT Hnnn IX 
RI)CL~FA T COR fII CORPS FORT HOOD TX 
P 100'H5 Z APR 75 Z NZl""" 
FM SECDEF WASH DC, 
TO AIG 879c::v1 ,.~ 
A IG A798 ~, 
BT 
ur'-!CLAS 5488 
SFC TI 01'1 1 OF 4 
FROI-1 OI~SO/PA 

FOR INFORMATION ~ND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS 
SlJkJECT: DEP.ARH1ENT OF J)EFENSE MiJKNfNG Nr:i<:S rHUEFtNG 

PART I. DOD MORNIN(; I\lcWS HRIE~ING BY nASU~A MGEN SJDLE, 
WEDNESOAY, APR£L 9,1975.11:15 A."". 

1. ON THE HILL: GENERAL WEYAND AT 11:~0 O~CLOCK THIS ~ORN­
ING WILL BE AT THE NATIONAL SECURI·TY COUNCIL. AT 2:0~' O'CLOCK 
HE GOES BEFORE THE HOUSE INTERNATIONAL RfLATrONS cnMMITTEE 
AND AT 4:00 O'CLOCK GOES BEFORE THE HOUSE AP~ROPRIATIUNS COM­
,., I TTEf: • 

THIS MORNING, MR. AHF:ARNE, PRINCrPAL fJEPU'ry (1.,f.RA) APPEARED 
REFORE THE HOUSE GOVERNMfNf OPERATIONS SUHCO~MITTEE O~ POLICIES 
FOR PERSONNEL ASSIGNMENTS AND CONTRACT PERSO~~EL OVERSEAS. 
ADMIRAL TRAIN IS ~EFORE THE HOUSE ARMEO SERV~tES SUBCOMMITTEE 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3374 UNCLAS 
ON THE ENERGY INDEPENDENCE ACT OF 1975. FRA~~ lARB OF THE FED 
AND NAVY WITNESSES WILL ALSO RE THERE. 

WE WILL HAVE SEVERAL MORE STATEMfNTS WHIC~~WILL BE SAID 
BE F [) ~ E AN OPEN SESSION OF THE SENATE· A ~ ME 0 S t}{ v ICE S MILITARY 
CONSTRUCTION SUBCOMMITTEF CONSIDERING THE FIi~AL '76 PROGRAM. 
THESE STATEMENTS WILL PRORAHLY BE RELEASED AGjUT NOON AND THEY 
INCLUOE DR. CURRERI WHO'S THE PRESIDENT OF T~~ UNIFORM SERVICES 
UNIVERSITY, GENERAL WARREN, GENERAL KEN Coopf>{, OF THE ARMY 
ENGINEERS, ETC. '"1 

2. WE HAVE THE TRANSCRPTS OF GENERAL .WEYAN'l NEWS INTER­
VIEWS AFTER HIS TESTIIMONY YESTERDAY. 

3. RE L EASE ON TWO FLAG OF F I CER CHANG E S TOE:,W TO ANNOUNCE: 
ADMIRAL MACK~ SUPERINTENDENT OF USNA, WILL RE~IRE AS A VICE 
ADM I RAL ON 1 AUGlJS T. WE DDN' T HAVE AN ANNOUNO-~:MENT AS TO 
WHO WILL tAKE HIS PLACE. "" 

4. SECRETARY SCHLESINGE~ IS ALSO ANNnUNCI~' fHAT THE PRES­
IDENT IS·NOMINATING RA()M PARKER 13. ARMSTRI)NG·~-~nR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE OF VICE AnMIRAL AND ASSIGNMENT ~~ DIRECTOR, 
RESEARCH, OEVElOPMENT, TEST AND EVALUATION, U.,:FICE OF THE 
CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS. HE'S PRESENTLY SER~lNG AS DEPUTY 
PAGE 3 R.UEKJCS 3374 UNCLAS '~ 
DIRECTOR. 

5. GENERAL 
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6. WE HAVE THE ATTACKS 8Y F[RE ON POCHENTANG YESTERDAY. 
Uj-105S, l't-H17S. I OOI\j'T HAVE TODAYS. 

7. ANOTHER QUESIIO~ YOU WERE INTERESTED IN YESTERDAY, WF 
HAVE TAKEN THE MARINE DETACHMENT OFF THE TRAN~CnLORADD AND 
~E'VE PUT A OETAC8MENT ON THE KIMBRn. OTHERWISE THERE ISN'T 
f.H)CH CHANGE FROM YI::STEROAY IN All THOSE. 

a: 15V10 ARE STIll IN SUBIC? 
A: I'Ll HAVE TO CHECK THAT. 
Q: DO YOU HAVE THE HOXSCORE ON THESE SIJPPlY FLIGHTS'? 
A: SUPPLY FLIGHTS, YESTER()AY, WE HAf) 53 AND APPARENTLY 

THE TEMPORARY CLOSING OF TAN SON NHUT HAD NO EFFECT ON THIS. 
WE TRIED TO ~UN THAT DOWN THIS MORNING BUT IT APPARENTLY DID 
i\)OT HAVE MUCH EFFECT. 

0: TH~ 9TH OR THE 8TH? 
A: THAT'S THE 8TH. I DON'T HAVE THE 9TH. I H~VE NEITHER 

THE ROUNDS FIRED NOR THE FLIGHTS FO~ TODAY. 
Q: THE FIGURE THAT'S BEING QUOTEQ AS GENERAL WEYAND'S 

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3374 UNCLAS 
~ECOMMENDATION ON MILITARY AID IS 5500-$550 MILLION TO 
SOUTH VIETNAM. IS THAT GENERALLY CORRECT THAT THAT IS THE ••• 

A: I OOi-J'T KNOW THE ANSWER BUT WE CERTAINLY COULDN'T COM­
MENT ON THAT UNTIL THE PR-ESTDENT MAKES HIS'AOORESS. 

o~ PEOPLE ARE ALRtAOY CfJr'H'd:NTING ON THAT, IT'S ON THE 
PUBLIC RECORO NOW. THE Q.EASON I'M ASKING IS THAT THERE WERE 
OFFICIALS YESTERf)AY WHO WERE SUGGESTING THAT WHAT WEYAND 
RECOMMENDEf) WAS A WHOLE Q.ANGE OF MILITARY AID FIGURES AND 
NOT THE FIGURE THAT HE THOUGHT WAS MOST APPROPRIATE, WASN'T 
$50~ - $550 ~ILLION. IS THAT CORRECT?-

A: I DIDN'T NOTICE THAT. ALL I NOTICED WAS THAT GENERAL 
WEYAND SAID THAT HE COULDN'T TALK AROUT IT. SO IF HE CAN'T 
TALK ABOUT IT, 1 DON'T SEE HOW I COULD TALK ABOUT [T. 

Q: I'M ASKING YOU TO TALK ABOUT II IN A NEGATIVE SENSE 
IN TERMS OF WHAT WAS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM AS ACCURATE? 

A: I HAVE Nq INFOR"1ATION THAT HE SAID THAT: I HAVE NO 
REASON TO THINK THAT HE DIDN'T SAY IT EITHER. I MEAN I 
HAVEN'T HEARD BEFORE THAT HE HAD SAID IT. I AM 80UMD TO 
NO COMMENT' ON IT. 

Q: HAVE WE EVER HAD ANY ESTIMATES AS TO HOW MUCH EQUIP­
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3374 UNCLAS 
MENT WAS REALLY LOST IN THIS RETREAT? WAS IT A BILLION 
DOLLARS-? 

A: WE'RE STILL WORKING ON THAf; I EXPECT WE'RE GOING TO 
HAVE A FIGURE BEFORE TOO LONG. 

Q:WOULDTHIS LOSS HAVE ANY EFFECT ON THE REVISION OF 
THE S3M0 MILLION EXTRA THAT H40 HEEN REQUESTED SOME WEEKS 
AGO? 

A: YOU COULD LOGICALLY SAY THAT IT MIGHT. IT WOULD PER­
HAPS NOT BE THEI SAME $3yH' MILLION BUT I DON'T KNflW THE ANSWER 
TO THAT. ALL OF THIS IS GOING TO BECOME ClEAR HERE- IN THE 
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NEXT COUPLE OF DAYS, BUT IT ISN'T RIGHT NOW. 
0= IS THERE ANY ESTIMt\TF TO WHAT THE VIETNAMESE NEFn UR­

GENTLY NOW; WHETHER THEY NEED REPLACEMENT OF ARTILLERY, TANKS, 
ETC. 

A: AS YOU KNOW.WE ARE DELIVERING WHAT THE DEFENSE ATTACHE 
SAYS THEY NEED URGENTLY NOW ANO AS Wf'VE DISCUSSEO BEFORE, 
WE'VE PUT IN 105· HOWITZERS, WE'VE PUT IN APCS, cnNSIDERA~LE 
CllNI..,tJNICATIONS GEAR, ETC. THESE HAVE BEEN THE KINO OF AnOEO 
STARTERS THAT HAVE BEEN THE RESULT OF THIS THING WE'VE TALKED 
AHOUT THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS • 

. PAGE "RlJEK..ICS 3374 IJNCLAS 
0: DID YOU EVER GET A BREAKDOWN ON THE $175 MILLION: HOW 

MUCH I-lENT TO WHAT? 
A: NO. I THINK BOB (BURKE) MENTIONEf) YESTEROAY THAT ALTHOlJGH 

ALL OF THIS HAS BEEN OBLIGATED, A GREAT PORTION OF IT CAN BE 
REPRfJGRM-lj'iED AND OF COIIKSr.:, THAT'S ALSO GUING HI WAn THIS 
DECISION ON THE NSC MEFTING TODAY AND THE PRESIDENT'S DECISION 
ON WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN. SO THERE'S REALLY NOTHING THAT WE 
COULD SAY AHOUT THAT. YOU COULD SAY THAT'S MOST UF THE $175 
MILLION, IS STILL AVAILABLE FOR REPROGRA~MING. 

(.): WHAT'S THE EVALlJATJON AS TO IrIHFTHER THE ARVN liRE RE­
.GROUPIN(~ AND STABILIZING THEIR P(jSITIONS AND SHmJING. ANY 

IMPROVEMENT IN MORALE? 
A: THATIS PRETTY HlIRD HI TALK IIBOUT AT THIS POINT t',tCAUSE 

THERE HASN'T BEEN ANY REAL TEST IN THE SOUTH YET. NEEDLESS Til· 
SAY, WE'RE HOPEFUL. 

0= THE ATTACKS UN SAIGON DON'T REPRESENT A TEST? 
.A: NOT YET. ICDULON'T GET ANY INFORMATION ON THE XUAN LOC 

ATTACK; THE ONE. AT TAN AN WAS DEFEATED.THE RENENY WAS DRIVEN 
AWAY. IT \.J.45 NOT A dIG ATTACK. I DON'T THli'JK EITHER ONE IS. I'D 
SAY YOU HAVE TO WAIT A LITTLE BIT ON THAT 
BT 
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StCTION 2 OF '+ 

Q: ANY INFORMATION ON NORTH VIETNAMESE AIRCRAFT THAT HAVE 
HI::EN '-IO"F.O TO THE SOt)TH AND H01.o1 MANY? 

A: WE HAVE NO INDICATIUN THAT ANY COMBAT AIRCRAFT HAVE BEEN 
~OVEO TO THE SOUTH. 

Q: WHAT OTHER AIRCRAFT HAVE REEN MOVED? 
A: vIE HAVE NO INDICATIUN THAT MJY AIRCRAFT HAVE BEEN loIOVEO 

TO THE SOUTH. WE DO HAVE INDICATIUN THERE HAVE ~EEN SOME 
AnMINISTRATIVE FLIGHTS OVER THE DNZ. 

Q: THEY HAVEN'T MOVED HELICOPTERS O~ TRANSPORTS? 
A: NOTHING !3tJT ADMINISTRATIVE FLIGHTS? NOW THESF. ADMIN­

ISTRATIVE FLIGHTS COULD BE BY HELICOPTER OR FIXED WING. 
Q: IN OTHE~ WOROS THEY BRING PEOPLE IN AND THEN BRING THEM 

OUT ••• 
THAT'S AN kDMINISTRATIVE FLIGHT? 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3375 UNCLAS 

A: THAT'S RIGHT. MOVEMENT OF PEOPLE. P~IMARILY. 
Q: THERE'S A STORY TODAY THAT ~QMe NORTH VIETNAMESE ARE 

MOVING SOME PT BOATS WITH ROCKET ~ISSILES ON THEM TO AREAS 
NEAR SOUTH VIETNAM, I THINK IS TH~ WAY IT WAS PHRASEO. 

A: I I-JOULONIT ARGUE WITH THAT.I. 
Q: THEY'RE NOT PT BOATS, ARE THEY? 
A: NO, I THINK IT'S A MIXTURE. 
Q: WHAT ABOUT MOVEMENT OF AIRCRAFT FROM NORTH IN NORTH 

VIETNAM TO MORE SOUTHERLY AREAS IN NORTH VIETNAM? . 
A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION, I COULD ANSWER IT AS 

OF TWO DAYS AGO, BUT I CAN'T ANSWER IT AS OF TODAY. 
Q: 00 YOU KNOW HOW MANY PT BOATS, WHERE THEY WERE MOVED TO 

AND WHETHER THEY •••• 1 
A: DON'T HAVE THE DETAILS. 
Q: ARE THEY CONSIDEREO TO BE A THREAT TO THE EVACUATION 

SHIPS? 
A: NO, BECAUSE WE HAVEN'T ANY EVACUATION SHIPS lip THAT FAR 

NORTH. NUW A POTENTIAL THREAT, OBVIOUSLY, THEY'RE A POTENTIAL 
THREAT. 

Q: TO SHIPS? 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3375 UNCLAS 

A: TO ANY KINO OF SHIPPING. 
Q: ARE THE YIN S n l) T H V I ET N A f-1 ARE AS? 
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A: I DON'T THINK SO ~IJT I'LL TAK.E THAT. QUESTION. 
Q: WHERE ARE THEY AGAIN? 
A: THEY'VE MOVED SOUTH BUT THE ACTUAL LOCATION SOUTH I nON'T 

HAVE. 
(J: CAN YOU SAY \'IHETHER ANY OF T4E RECENT CAPTURED AIRFIELDS 

LIKE OANANG AIRFIELDS NEAR HUE, QUAN TRI, PLEIKlJ, KONTOM, 
OTHER AIRFIF.LDS FURTHER SOUTH HAVE BEEN USED IN ANY WAY BY 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE? 

A: MY RECOLLECTION IS THAT DANANG HAS, HUT LET ME TAKE IT 
M-J f) (~I V f: YOU AN 0 F F I C I A LAN S Iii E R • 

Q: THERE WERE REPORTS FROM SAIGON THAT THEY HAD MOVED 
SUME HELICOPTERS IN THERE, WERE THOSE INCORRECT? 

A: MY INFflRI"lATItlN IS THAT THEY ARE INCORRECT. THEY'VE ~1OVEO 
THEM IN HUT NOT TO STAY. THIS nCESN'T MEAN IT ISN'T GOING TO 
HAPPEN,. WE'RE TALKING ON A OAY TO DAY BASIS ON THIS THING. 
~iH,t1T J'VE SAID IS THAT WE HAVE INDICI\TIONS THAT THERE WERE 
~D~INISTRATIVE FLIGHTS. ROTH HELICOPTER AND FIXED WING, AND 
THAT'S ALL I CAN SAY ABOUT THAT AT THIS PUINT~ 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 337~ lJNCLAS 

0: HAVE THEY FLOWN ANY OF THOSE AIRCRAFT WHICH THEY CAP­
TURED INTACT, READY TO FLY AT DANANG, FOR INSTANCE? 

A: I CAN'T NECESSARILY ACCEPT YOUR PREMISE BUT IILL HAVE 
TO TAKE THE UUESTION. 

0: HOW MANY FLIGHTS. OVER 10, UNDER 10, OVER 50, WHAT? 
A: I DON'T HAVE THAT EITHER. 
0: 00 YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT THE F-5 WHICH HOMBfO 

THE PRESIUENTIAL PALACE YESTERDAY LANDED AT lJ.S.AIR FORCE 
BASE IN THAILAND? 

A: I HAVEN'T HEARD OF THAT. I CAN ANSWER THAT I HAVE NO 
INFURMATION ON THAT THAT LEADS TO THAT CONCLUSION. 

0: THE VIET CONG ANNOUNCEO THAT H~ LANDED AT ONE OF THE 
FIELDS IN THEIR AREA. 

A: HE LANOED IN THEIR AREA? 
Q: 00 WE HAVE OFFICIALLY ANY DETALLS ON THAT? 
A: NO. I THINK YOUR ~EST CHOICE THERE IS YOUR SAIGON 

BUREAU, THEY SURELY HAVE IT • 
Q: AN ADMINISTRATIVE FLIGHT IS WHAT, JUST A MOVEMENT OF 

OFFICERS OR WHAT? 
A: IT SOMETIMES IS A MOVEMENT OF THINGS OR PEOPLE, THATIS 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3375 UNCLAS 
WHAT WE CALL IT. THIS IS NOT A BIG THING AT THIS POINT. I 
CAN SAY THAT. ' 

Q: DO YOU KNOW WHAT SMALL TRANSPORT PLANES THEY MIGHT HAVE 
OR LARGER ·TRANSPORT PLANES THEY ~IGHT HAVE. 

A: I CAN GET THAT FOR YOU. I DON'T HAVE THE DESIGNATIONS. 
THEY DO HAVE SOME SMALL TRANSPORT PLANES. 

O:THOSE PT BOATS, ARE THEY KOMAR" CLASS AND FIRES STYX MIS­
SILES -- S~ALL NUMBER. 

A: THAT'S RIGHT. 
Q; 00 YOU HAVE ANY INDICATOR AS TO HOW THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

DECLASSIFIED 

. ; 
f 



4l 

fj. 

.,. 

DECLASSIFIED 

') 

AHF: ODIN\' AOi'flNSTERING THEIR NEW-FDUNf) REAL ESTATE? 
A: NO, NOT YET. THIS rs A LITTLE EARLY Tn GET ANY HARO IN­

Fn~MATIDN ON THAT. 
Q: IS THFRE ANY INFORMATION THAT THERE IS A 'BLOODBATH' 

IN ANY nF TH~SE AREAS? 
A: WE HAVE NO INFORMATION, THAT'S THE PRO~LEM. 11M NOT 

SAY'ING THERE 130R THERE: ISN'T, WE JUST 110N'T KNOW. 
- Q: WHAT A130UT THE ORDERS Ttl THEll.S. SHIPS IN THE AREA. 
QG THEY REMAN THE SAME? THAT IS TO SAY THEY HAVE KEEN TOLD 
TO AV[)[I) 51 TllATIONS OF P[JTENTIAL COMI:IAT. 
Pl\rjE 6 RUEK~ICS 3375 ur'ICLAS 

A: T~r:RE IS NO CHAN~E IN ORDERS TO THE SHIPS. 
: ARE Y fJ USA YIN r, T HAT THE REI S j\JO I N FOR "1 A T ION I NTH I S 

BUILO}!'>!G REGARDING EXEClJTIDNS ANn POLITICAL REPRISALS? 
A: THERE MAY BE SOME. I HAVEN'T SEEN IT AND WHEN IT BE­

COMES ~~ASONbbLY HA~D IS wHEN I'D SEE IT. TH~T'S WHY Ii~ 

SAYING r DON'T THIN~ W~ HAVE ANYTHING HARO ON IT ONE WAY OR 
THt OTHER. I'LL TAKE THE O!JESTlON HUT I THINK vIE'RE TOO EARLY. 
THIS SURT OF THING IJf\JDER THE PRESENT SITUATION O~VIDUSlY 
WOULD HAVE TO FILTER IN. 

Q: THERE WERE PEOPLE WHO CAME BACK WITH GENERAL WEYAND 
WHO SAID THAT THEY HAD EVIDENCE OF THIS POLITICAL REPRISALS 
A~n so FORTH, IT'S KNOWN UPSTAIRS. 

A: W ELl., I TIS N IT K NOW N T 0 /.; E. I' 1'1 S D R R Y T 0 SAY BUT LeT 
~'E TAKE THf. QUEST ION. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY PRELIMINARY FINDINGS ON TH~ C-5 CRASH 
INVeSTIGATION? 

A: NOT YET. 
0: NO WORQ AT ALL. NO EVIDENC~L' OF ANY EXPLOSION? 
A: WE THOUGHT IT WAS PRFTTY WE L ESTABLISHED THAT THE EX­

PLOSlilN TOOK PLACE AFTER IT HIT THE GRfJU:',l[), OTHER THAN THE 
BT I 
t!3375 
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P.UCL'3FA T COR I I I CORPS FORT HOUD TX 
p 1~0~15l APR 75 ZNll 
FM SECO~F WASH DC 
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fiT 
LJNCLAS 5488 
SECTION 3 OF 4 
SO-CALLED DECOMPRESSION EXPLOSION. 

c: NOTHING TO CONTRADICT THAT? 

I 

A: NOTHING TO CONTRADICT IT YET, BUT OF cnURSE THEY AREN'T 
THROUGH. THEY DIn FIND THE ROX THAT RECORDED ALL THF ACTIONS 
AND COMMANOS BUT THERE'S NO REPORT FROM THE INVESTIGATING 
GROUP. 

0: CAN YOU SHED ANY LIGHT ON NEW$OAY STORY ON THE GAO 
REPORT AROUT MISSING EOUIPMENT? 

A: THE BEST J CAN DEDUCE IS THAT THIS IS A REPORT THAT 
THE GAO HAS GIVEN TO US FOR CI1MMEf'.IT ABnUT A WEEK AGO, AND \~E 
HAVE NOT YET COMMENTED ON IT. CONSFQUENTLY, I HAVE NO COMMENT 
ON IT EITHER. I THINK THAT'S THE REPURT, IT'S A LITTLE HAZY 
bUT I THINK THAT'S THE ONE. IT onES SEE!" TO AnD UP TO ABOUT 
$~00 MILLION IN A NUMBER OF SMALLE ITEMS PUT TOGETHER. 
PAGE 2 RljEK.ICS 3376 UNCLAS 

0: HAS THE SOUTH VIETNANESE AIR FORCE·MOUNTEO ANY ATTACKS 
ON ANY OF THE AIRFIELDS OR BASES WHICH THEY GAVE UP, FOR 
INSTANCE OANANG, TO TRY TO ELIMIN~TE THE OIJIPMENT WHICH THEY 

,.~ 

.~ 
tl;.~ 

LEFT ~EHIND. 1 
A: r THINK THE ANSWER TO THAT S YES, BUT I'LL HAVE TO TAKE 

THAT ~UESTION. . 
0: CAN YOU GIVE liS AS MUCH DETAIL AS POSSII3LE ON WHAT, 

BASED ON THE LATEST INTELLIGENCE. TRAFFIC ETC. AND WHAT 
MILITARY ANALYSTS IN THE PENTAGON SAY AKUUT WHAT THE NORTH 
VIETNAI-1ESE STRATEGY IS CURRENTLY ON THE GROUND IN SOIJTH 
VIETNAM? WHAT DO THEY THINK IS GOING TO HAPPEN? WHAT ARE 
THEY DOING-RIGHT NOW? 

A: I WOULD HESITATE TO COMMENt ON THAT. THE ANALYSTS HAVE 
DIFFERENT POSITIONS AND I THINK ~T WOULD BE UNWISE FOR ME TO 
DISCUSS THAT AT TH1S POINT. 

0: TO DISCUSS THE POSSIBLE OPTIONS? 
A: I THINK THE OPTIONS ARE REASONABLY OBVIOUS. THIS HAS 

BEEN W EL L 0 I SCU SSED I N MANY COLUtJ\NS SO FAR: TH EY CAN RUSH 
SOUTH, ATTEMPT TO UVERWHELM THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT AS SOON 
ASP 0 S SIB L E: THE Y CAN TRY T 0 c'u T 0 F F SUP PLY AN r) SEE: I F S A I G ON 
PAGE 3 RlJEKJCS 3376 UNCLAS 
WILL WITHER ON THE VINE THEREBY SAVING SOME COMBAT; THEY CAN 
TAKE TIME TO MOP UP THEIR GAINS IN THE NORTH BEFORE THEY 
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,..IAKE A ~""AJOR EFFORT SOUTH. THERE'RE SEVERAL OPTIONS OPEN. 
Q: OO~S IT APPEAR ~ROM AN INTELLIGENCE TRAFFIC AS IF 

THEY'RE ATTEMPTING TO CUT OFF SAIGON FROM THE SOUrH AND ISO­
LATE IT? 

.L'I: IT ISN'T CLEAR YET, IT JUST ISN'T CLEAR. 
Q: ARE THEY MOVING ANY ~ORE UNITS DOWN FROM THE NORTH? 
A: WE MENTIONED THE OTHER DAY, THAT THERE WAS REASONABLY 

(;000 EVIDENCE THAT ONE DIVISION \"A5 "'[)vING INTO SOUTH VIETNAM 
AND T~ATIS AS·FAR AS I CAN·GO WITH THAT. 

0: THAT'SLL RE TOTALING WH~T NOW, HOW MANY OIVISIONS? 
A: THE ltl/lY I ADDED liP, IT'LL COME: TO 18 DIVISIONS. 
0: THEY'RE SAYING 2(1), IS THaT TOO HIGH? 
A: I KNml THERE AREN'T 20 IN THE COUNTRY NOIil', IT'S TOO HIGH. 
0: SOME PEOPLE SAY THAT? 
A: THEY DO SAY THAT BlJT I DON'T. AS YOl) K"Wl~, THIS IS A VERY 

t·; I>. Z Y aRE A • 
Q: WE'VE BEEN HEARING FIGURES ALL ALONG o~ 21 NORTH VIETNAM­

ES~ DIVISIONS TOAL SOUTH AND NORTH. A FOURTH HAS SHOWN UP, IS 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3376 UNCLAS 
THAT AN ADD-ON. 

A: WE'VE BEEN CARRYING 22 AS LONG AS I CMJ REMEMBER -- I 
0EAN RECENTLY. LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION BU~ MY UND~RSTANDING 
WAS THAT IT WAS 22 TOTAL. 

0: ANOTHER DIVISION OF WHAT USED TO BE IN:.EPENfJENT REGI~ENTS. 
A: THERE'S BEEN SOME OF THAT ANO THAT'S ~)SA~LY HEEN THE 

SOURCE OF CONFUSION I-/HFRE THEY PUT TOGETHER '~"cjR"'lERLY INDEPENDENT 
qEGIMENTS AND MADE THOSE INTO fJIVISIONS. 

0: AFTER THEY WERf ORGANIZED ANn ALL THO~REGIMENTS BECAME 
DIVISIONS, SUPPOSEOLY HAD 15 IN-COUNTRY AND oc·=:VEN RESERVE, 
IS THE WAY I UNDERSTAND IT. 

A: THAT'S THE WAY I UNDERSTAND IT -~ 22. 
Q, THEN UP UNTIL, WELL IN RECENT DAYS, I .~ ;INK THE ES­

TIfvlATE'S BEEN THAT THREE AND NOW PROBABLY H{i FOURTH OF THE 
RESERVE DIVISIONS HAVE COME IN WHICH 'WOULO M~ ~ IT EITHER 
18 OR •••• 

A: WE'VE PUT OUT A FACT SHEET SOME nAYS A~ ~WHICH SHOwED 
111 AND REMEMBER THAT INCLUDED THE 341ST, WHIG; WAS A NEW ONE, 
rIND THE 316TH, \-/HICH WAS A NEW ONE. IoIHAT I 'M-AYING NOW IS 
THAT WE HAVE EVIDENCE THAT THERE IS STILL AN0~ER ONE. 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3376 UNCLAS 

Q: WHAT NUMBERS? : l 

A: I DONtTHAVE THE NUMB~R. 
Q: DID THE 96RTH COUNT IN THE.15? 
A: THE 968TH DID COl/NT. 
Q: AS ONE OF THE 15 OR ONE OF THOSE' STRATEj·1C RESERVES. 
A: COUNt IT. AS ONE OF THE 15. IF YOU RECAL1 THE 968TH. 

WAS REPORTED MOVED INTO THE SECOND tORPS FRO~ ~AOS MANY 
WEEKS AGO. 

Q: YOU'RE SAYING TH~EE OF THE STRATEGIC REf~RVE HAVE COME 
IN? 
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A: THAT'S WHAT I AM SAYING -- OVER THE LAST SEVERAL WF:EKS. 
Q: HOW ~ANY INTACT nIVISIONS DO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE 

~ow TO OPPOSE THOS~ PEOPLE? 
t': THEY'VE GOT SEVEN, BUT THEY'VE GOT SaM;:' n!VISION EQUIV­

AU:NTS. REMt,"IRER THF:Y ORGANIZE!) A LOT nF THEIR REGULARS INTO 
~n-lt\T THEY CALL RANGER GROI)PS, THE ANSWER TO YOLJR QUESTION IS 
SEVEN. THERE ARE HllJR IN THIRD CORPS AND THREF. IN FOURTH CORPS. 

Q: SO I N TERMS OF MANPOWER, ARE THEY ntJTNUMBER EO TWO TO ONE? 
A: YOU'RE TALKING AROUT OUTNUMBFRED WHERE? IF YOU TAKE ALL 

nF VIETNAM, AS GENERAL WEYAND DID SAY YESTEROAY, THAT •••• 
PlI.r,E ,., RLJEKJCS 3376 lJNCLAS 

Q: LET'S SAY THE nELTA ANO THE SAIGON AREA, THE THIRf) CORPS, 
IF THEY HAVE SEVEN DIVISIONS PROTECTING THAT AND YOU HAVE TO 
ASSUME THAT 18 DIVISIONS ARE GOING TO HE ••• 

A: I \~ 0 U L D JUS T R f FER Y 0 lJ TOW H !\ T G ENE R A L 
wEYAND SAID ON THAT. HE GAVE BETWEEN TWO AND THR~E TO ONE IN 
FAVOR OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, COUNTRY-WIDE, THAT'S WHAT YOU­
RE TALKING ABOUT, POTENTIAL. 

Q: AS FAR AS WE KNOW THE NO~TH VIETNAMESE STILL HAVE FOUR RE-
SE~V~ DIVISION EQUIVALENTS IN THE NORTH? 

A: CORRECT. 
Q: WHAT A~E·THE NVA ASSETS INTHE DELTA, AS FAR AS WE KNOW? 
A: WE CREDIT THEM WITH THREE I1IVISHlNS 0£1I41\1 THERE. 
Q: WHAT ODES THAT ACTUALLY MEAN IN TERi'-1S OF I\N OFFEN-

SIVe THERE? THERE'S A OIFrERENT TERRAIN PROHLEM AND THEY HAVE 
MORE OF A PROBLEM WITH MONSOON AND WHAT NOT. DON'T THEY? 

A: YES AND OF COURSE THE TERRAIN DOWN THERE DOfSNIT LEND 
ITSELF TO WHAT YOU MIGHT CALL SET-PACE 8ATTLES EXCEPT IN A 
FEW LOCATIONS. 

Q: you TALKED ABOUT CUTTING OFF SAIGON FRDI., THE SOUTH, 
ITIS REALLY QUITE A DIFFERf:NT PICTURE· THAN ANYTHING THAT'S 
tsT 
#3376 
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A: OF cnURSE, THEY'VE ATTEMPTED TO CUT SAIGON OFF FROM 
THE SOIJTH IN THE PAST ON A NU,"IBER OF OCCASIONS. 

Q: THEY TEND TO SET-PACF H THAT WAY. 
A: A LOT OF PEOPLf SAY THEY'RE CUTTING IT OFF WHEN THEY 

CUT ROUTE 4 ANI) OF COURSE THAT ISN'T CORRECT. 
0: ON THESE RESERVE DIVISIONS, A FEW DAYS AGO THE INDI­

CATIONS WERE THAT TWO OTHERS WERE EXPECTED TO MOVE SOUTH -­
AT LEAST TWO OTHERS. THE CONFUSION HERF THAT TWO OTHERS 
ARE IND~ED MOVINr, SOUTH BUT IT'S NOT CLEAR THAT THEY'RE IN 
THE SOUTH YET? 

, ~ 
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to 
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,~ 
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A: I'M REALLY NOT PREPAREf) TO COM~ENT ON THAT AT THIS POINT. 
Q: HOI,} RECENTLY DID THIS ONE THAT'S ,'JjOVIf'.H; IN IJR THAT'S IN 

THE SOUTH, IS IT PRESErHLY MOVING OR DID IT t'IDVE IN IN THE 
PAf,E 2 RUEKJCS 3377 UNCLAS 
LAST WEEK? 

A: I THINK WE FIRST MENTIONED IT FROM THIS PLATHFORM ABOUT 
A WEEK AGO OR SO. IT'S REASONABLY RECENT. 

Q:YOU SAID A LOT OF DIVISIONS ARE ~nVING TO THE SOUTH, 
DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON NVA DIVISIONS MOVING WITHIN VIETNAM; 
ANY INDICATION THAT THEY MAY BE MOVING TOWARD THIS? 

A: THIS FALLS INTO YOU~ OTHER QUESTION ABOUT THE STRATEGY. 
IT ISN'T CLEAR YET EXACTLY WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO 00. THERE 
IS NO INDICATION AT THIS POINT. THAT DOESN'T MEAN THAT IT 
COULDN'T CHANGE OVER Nlf,Hi. 

0: SOME OF OUR PEOPLE IN HAWAII SAY THAT THERE WERE SIX 
VESSELS; THE DENVER, THE DULUTH, ANCHORAGE, MOUNT VERNON, 
MOBILE AND TUSCULOOSA, ALL LSD, LST AND LiDS DEPARTED PEARL 
HARBOR SUNDAY NIGHT WITH CONFIRMED ORDERS TO EVACUATE THE 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE. no YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THAT? 

A: I DO NOT. BUT I WILL TAKE THE OUESTION. OF COURSE THIS 
COULD BE PART OF THE PROGRAM WE HAVE GOING TO BE PREPARED FOR 
HUMANITARIAN REASONS, TO JUST BE READY, RUT I DON'T KNOW ABOUT 
THAT. I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION. 

Q: CONFIRMEn'ORDERS TO EVACUATE, ·YOU KNOW, THAT SEEMS TO 
PAr,E 3 RUEKJCS 3377 UNCLAS 
ME AS IF •••• 

A: I JUST DON'T BELI~VE THAT THAT'S CORRECT, BUT I'LL 

/tlJ~ IS-(y 
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TAKE THE QUESTION. nl1"ttT DOutH THAT THEY ,..'AY HAVI: MOVED, 
I':OO'N'T KNOL-I. BUT THAT KINf) OF OiWER WnULnl\!'T HE THE KIND 
OF ORDER THEY'f) GET. THAT'S NOT A. NORMAL OI{DER ESPECIALLY 
l.mEN THEY'RE S!-I[PPINr; 'HH:"\ (JUT Of= PEARL HARHOR. IT'S A LONG 
TI~E UN°fIL THEY GET TO THE WESTERN PACIFIC. 

Q: WHAT ~IE OUGHT TO HAVE PROVInED FOR US VERY SOON ANO 
PREFERABLY BEFORE THE PRESIDENT MAKES HIS SPEECH, IS WHAT HAS 
THE NAVY DONE ABOUT GETTING ALL nF THOSE NAV~ SHIPS OUT TO THE 
V I E HJ At" ARE A AFT E R THE P R F. SID EN T HAD 0 R D F. R E /) THE M • 

A: OF CDIJq,SF:, I THINK BOB {BURKEl COVERED THAT YESTERDAY. 
THERE'RE A LOT OF SHIPS nUT THERE; 

0: NOT AS IMPRESSIVELY AS YOU MIGHT EXPECT. 
A: WHAT DO YOU EXPfCT THEM TO 00, LLOYD (N()Rt·IAN, NHISWEEK I? 
1: WELL I EXPECT EO A BIG WHITE FLEET MOVING lIP ANI) OOWN THE 

SHORE. 
A: THE PRESIDENT SAID ALL AVAILAKLE SHIPS, GET REAOY TO 

ASSIST. 
Q: THAT SOU~OED LIKE A (INAUDIBLE)? 

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3377 UNCLAS 
A: THAT'S YOUR INTERPRETATION, I DON'T KNOW THAT THAT'S OUR 

IN TE R PRE T A TI ON • 
0: I DON'T KNOW WHAT THAT SOUNDEO LIKE TO YOU, BUT IT SEEMS 

LIKE WE WOULD HAVE MORE THAN A FEW SHIPS STANDING OFF THE 
V I E Tf"; II M C 0 A S T? 

A: WE THINK WE'RE EFFECTIVELY CARRYING OUT THE PRESIDENT'S 
ORDER. 

Q: ANY INCIDENTS INVOLVING OUR U.S. MARINES ON THESE MER-
CHANT SHIPS? 

A: NO. NONE REPORTED. 
0: THE MARINE'S HOLDING STEADY? 
A: STILL THE SAME NUMHER. 
0:' ARE THERE ANY t4UR..E SHIPS DUE TO SAIL I)UT TO THE SOUTH 

CHINESE SEA OR VIETNAM WATERS? 
A: I ILL TAKE THAT QUESTION. I AM NUT AWARF OF ANV, HUT THERE 

ARE A LOT OF SHIPS IN THE AREA. I THINK YOU ALL SHOULD UNDER­
STAND THERE'R~ AN AWFUL LOT OF NAVY SHIPS IN THE WEST~RN PACIFC. 
IF THE SITUATION SHOULD REQUIRE THEY CDULD HEEF IT UP IN A HURRY. 

Q: HAVE WE GOT ANY NEW ESTIMATE ON THE NUMHER OF Pt::IJPLE 
EVACUATED? 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3377 UNCLAS 

A: I DON'T HAVE IT HERE, IT'S OVER 1011 ,O1-)0 - LET MET AKE 
HE QUESTION. 

0: WHAT IS DOD REACTION TO THE STATEMENT OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER OF PORTUGAL THAT THEY WOULD NOT ALLOW lJS TO USE 
THE AZORES? 

A: I CAN'T cmU-IENT ON THAI. THIS. IS NOT AN APPROPRIATE 
FORUM FOR COMMENT ON THAT. 

0: ARE YOU REFEq,RING US TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE? 
A: I'M NOT REFERRING YOU TO ANYBODY. 
Q: WHAT SOVIET SHIPS ARE NORTHWEST OF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 
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AT THE PRESENT TIME? 
A: THIJSE TWO OCEANOGRAPHIC SHIPS THAT YOU ASKEr) AAOlJTYES­

TERDAY ARE STI LL AtiOIJT 750 MILES NORTHI-IEST (JF HA~JArI. 

0: ARE DOING ANYTHING THAT WE CAN DETECT? 
A: I ASKEl) ABOUT THAT AND ~E DON'T HAVE ANYTHING TO REPURT 

EXCEPT THEY'RE THERE. 
Q: IS THAT IN ADDITION TO 'THE TRAWLER OR IS THAT GONE? 
A: NO. 
0: ARE THEY STATIONARY OR MILLING AROUNO? 
A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKF. THAT QUESTION, I IISSIJNF: t-1IlUNG AROUND. 

p.,r;E h RUEKJCS 3377 UNCLAS 
I CAN VOUCH FO~ TWO S(JVIET SHIPS, OCEANOGRAPHIC TRAWLER TYPES, 
WHICH ARE APPROXIMATELY 750 MILES NO~THWEST OF HAWAII THATIS 
nlf: EXTENT Or MY INFOR'-1ATION ON THAT. ONF'S CALLEn THE MK-ll 
'\ND ONE'S CAL LEU THE "1B-26. 

Q: THE ~lB-ll IS THE ONE THAT WAS IN HAloJAII BEFORE. 
A: COULD HE. 
c: ARE THESE SOVIET BOATS THAT HAVE MOVED ALITTLE BIT SOUTH~ 

AkE THEY IN THE SAME KOMAR CLASS? 
A: NOT SOVIET BOATS, WE'RE NOT TALKING SOVIET ROATS. THESE 

ARE NORTH VIETNAMESE BOATS WE'RE TALKING AKOUT. I HAVE NO MORE 
ON SAY ON THAT SUBJECT EXCEPT WHAT I'VE SAID. 

Q: DO HE HAVE ANY DESTROYERS NEAR THE TONKIN GULF? 
A: NO. 
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SECTION 1 OF 3 #/1'1 
FRnM OASr)fPA 
FOR INFORMATION AND PlJRLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS 
SURJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS ~RIEFING BY COL 
BURKE. t-10NDAY, APRIL 14, 1975~ 11:3 A.M. 

1. ON THE HILL: LIST OF WITNESSES IS ON HiE WIRFS.WE WILL 
HAVE COPIES OF THE STATEMENTS BY MARTIN HOFF~ANN, G~NERAL 
COUNSEL. AND DR. CIJRRII:'S WHEN THE COM4ITTEES RELEASE THEM. 
ALSO ONE BY ~R. BREHM, ASD/M&RA. ( 

2. IN YOUR PACKAGE IS A RELEASE THAT HAS XD DO WITH THE SEC­
RETARY OF THE ARMY'S APPROVAL OF PLANS TO RE~lIGN SOME ARNY 
f\IAT1(JNAL GUARD UNITS. YOIJ'LL REMEMBE~ BACK F' f)ECEMBER THE 
ARMY ANNOUNCED THAT IT HAD R ECE I VEO' A JOI NT j~OPOSAL FROM 
PENNSYLVANIA AN~ NEW YORK TO REALIGN THEIR ~tY NATIONAL GUARD 
UNITS. TODAY THE ARNY IS ANNOUNCING THAT THE ~EAlIGNMENT HAS 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 38Hl UNCLAS 
BEEN APPROVED. THIS REALIGNS SOME OF THE DIV~'fION'S COMMAND 
STRUCTURES SO THAT THE 28TH INFANTRY OIVI SIm -, FOR EXAMPLE, 
IS MADE UP SOLELY OF UNITS WITHIN PENNSYLVAN~ ~ 42NO DIVISION 
WILL INCLUDE ONLY UNITS IN NEW YORK, ET. -

3. YOU HAVE THE SCHE{)ULE. FOR THE SECRETAR'l .TODAY.' TOMORROW 
NIGHT HE WILL HE SPEAKING AT THE OVERSEAS PRE ~ CLUB AT THE 
BILTMORE HOTEL IN NEW YORK CITY. THERE'S A D~~ER AT 7:30 AND 
HIS SPEECH IS SCHEDtllFO FOR 8: 30. 

0: DO YOU KNOW IF HE'LL APPEAR ON THE HILL TOMORROW? 
A: I DON'T THINK SO. WE'LL BE WATCHING THt • 
Q: WHO WILL REPRESENT THE f)EFENSE OEPARTM~ ~ BE~ORE THE 

STENNIS COMMITTEE? 
A: WE'LL CHECK AND SEE. _ 
4. YOU HAVE COPIES OF THE MESSAGE THAT SE0·~TARY SCHLESINGER 

SENT EARLY SATURDAY MORNING TO ADMIRAL GAYLER fOLLOWING THE 
DEPARTURE OF THE LAST HELICOPTER FROM PHNOM P;-;.;<\lH TO THE TASK 
FORCE. THE MSSAGE READS AS FOLLOWS: 

'I KNOW THAT ALL AMERICANS SHARE THE PRIDE AND GRATITUDE 
THAT WE FEEL IN THE TIEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE OVE~· THE SUCCESSFUL 
RESCIJE OPERATION WHICH THE FORCES OF YOUR COMi".:aND HAVE JUST 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 38~1 UNClAS 
COMPLETED IN CAMAnDIA. THE PROFESSIONAL SKILL .AND f)EOICATION 
OF THOSE WHO CARRIED OUT THIS EMERGENCY RESCUE OPERATION MARKEn 
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BY GREAT PRE~ISION AND THE NECESSARY PRECAUTIONS TO AVOID CIVIL-. . 
IAN CASUALTIES, WERE.EXF~PLARY. WELL DONE.' 

5. ON SATURDAY WE PRODUCED A T~ANSCRIPT OF A PRESS CON­
FERENCE THAT ADMIRAL GAYLER HAD IN HONOLlJLU TO ANSWER Ques­
TIONS ABOUT THE OPERATION. I- THINK YOU HAVE THAT. 

- Q: ARE YOU STILL AIRLIFTING SUPPLIES INTO CAMBODIA? 
A: NO, JOHN (FINNEY, NYTIMESI, THERE'S NO AIRLIFT INTO 

CAMBODIA. THERE ARE SOME FLIGHTS INTO CAM600lA WHICH ARE 
AIRDROPS. THE LAST AIRLIFT WAS FRIDAY, CAMBODIA TINE, WHICH 
INCLUDED 50 FLIGHTS. SINCE THAT TIME THERE WAS ONE· AIRDROP' 

I 

'\ 

ON SATURDAY -- THAT IS, APRIL 12 -- AND SIX AIRDROPS ON APRIL 13, 
AND TEN AIRDROPS ON APRIL 14. 

Q: ODES IT SAY WHAT THEY'RE DROPPING? 
A: NO, I DON'T HAVE A BREAKOUT OF WHAT THEY'RE DROPPING. 
Q: WHO'S DOING IT? 
A: IT'S BEING DONE BY C-1305 FLOWN BY AIRD AIR. 
0: IS THS AT PHNorJl PENH? 
A: TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOT AT PHNOM PENH 

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3801 UNCLAS 
AT TH I S TI ME. 

Q: ARE THEY GOING TO THE AIRPORT OR TO THE CITY ITSELF? 
A: NOT 1NTO THE PHNOM PENH AREA AT ALL; IT'S OTHER 

L DC A T I ON S • -
HO: DO YOU KNOW WHAT THE TOTAL TONNAGE WAS ON ALL THESE DROPS? 

A: NO, I DON'4. T • 
Q: WHERE ARE THE LOCATIONS? -
A: I DON'T HAVE THAT.-
0: CAN YOU GET THAT STRAIGHTENED OUT? 
A: WE'LL SEE IF WE CAN GET THAT. 
0:- WAS I TIN THE AREA? 
A: IT'S NOT IN THE PH~OM PENH AREA •. IT'S IN CAMBODIA AT 

SOME OF THE OTHER PLACES WHERE GOVERNMENT FORCES ARl. 
0: IS THAT IN BATTAMBANG OR OTHER PLACES LIKE THAT? 
A: YES, BUT I DUN'T KNOW WHETHER ~ATTAMBANG IS ONE. WE 

CAN CHECK AND SEE. 
Q: IS IT FOOD OR AMMUNITION, OR WHAT? 
A: I JUST SAID I DON'T HAVE A BREAKOUT. 
0: DID YOU SAY THAT THESE WERE NOT IN PHNOM PENH? 
A: FOR THE FOURTH TIME, THEY'RE NOT IN PHNOM PENH. 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3R01 UNCLAS 
0: CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHY NOT PHNON PENH? 
A: I'LL CHECK. 
0: ARE THESE SUPPLIES GETTING TO THE FORCE IN PHNOM PENH 

BY SOME OTHER WAY? 
A: NO, I DON'T THINK SO. THEY'RE INTENDED FOR OTHER GOVERN­

MENT FORCES IN CAMBOOIA WHICH ARE OPERATING AT OTHER LOCATIONS. 
NOT AT PHNOM PENH. 

Q: HOW MANY TROOPS ARE WE TALKING ABOUT? 
A: I DON'T KNOW. . 
Q: IS THE FIGHTING STILL GOING ON IN PHNOM.PENH? 
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A: APPAREMTLY IT IS. 
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0: 00 YOU HAVE AN~ MEANS OF REPORTING FROM -lHE GROUND DOWN 
THERE? / 

A: WE DON'T HAVE ANYBODY ON THE GROIJND. I OON'T KNOW WHAT 
KINO OF DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE OUT THERE. I DON'T HAVE ANY HERE 
AT TH I S TI ME. 

Q: ARE YOU SAYING THE GOVERNMENT FORCES ARE STILL RESISTING 
IN OTHER AREAS? 

A: YES. 
Q: AND THE PENT AGONBELI EVES THAT THEY ARE SUF·FI C I ENTl Y. 

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 3801 UNClAS 
ORGANIZED TO RESIST SO THEREFORE WE'RE CONTINUING THE SUPPORT 
OF THAT RESISTANCE. IS THAT RIGHT? ' 

A: YES, THAT'S RIGHT. 
Q: HAVE THESE FORCES FIGHTING IN OTHER LOCATIONS BEEN SUP­

PLIED BY AIRDROPS BEFORE NOW? 
A: ALL ALONG. YES. TN F.ACT, BIRD AIR HAS BEEN lISING AIRDROP 

IN ADDITION TO THE AIRLANDING FOR SOME TIME • 
0: COULD YOU SAY HOW LONG THIS MODE OF SUPPLY TO THESE 

FORCES HAS BEEN GOING ON AND AT WHAT FREQUENCY? 
A: WELL, IT'S BEEN MONTHS THAT THI S HAS ~EEN USED, BUT I 

DON'T HAVE ANY DETAILS ON IT. BUT WE_WILL SEE WHAT WE CAN GET. 
0: DO WE HAVE ANYBODY ON THE GROUND IN ANY OF THESE OTHER 

AREAS THAT WE CAN CONTACT? 
A: NO. "-
Q: HOW DO WE KNOW THEN WHAT THEY WANT OR WHAT THEY NEED? 

HOW IS THE COMMUNICATION CONDUCTED? 
A: I'LL BE GLAD TO CHECK ANO SEE. 
0: DO YOU KNOW WHEN THE AIRDROPS INtO PHNOM PENH WILL START? 
A: NO, I DON'T. 
0: ANY PLANS ALONG THAT LINE RIGHT NOW? 

BT 
#3891 
NNNN 
IN 19189/104/75 lACK 

DECLASSIFIED 

I 

, 

" 

,. . 

f 
,/1 

/ I; 
• 



DECLASSIFIED 

.1 •.. 1 · \ . j' ... 
1 ~ .. 

, 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• '. 
• 
• 

_I. ; 
l 
I, 

'. ~ .. ( 

,~ 

PATUZYUW RUEKJCS3R02 1~42215-UUUU--RUEOFIA. 

lNR UUUUU 
RUCLBFA T COR 1ST CAVALRY nIV FORT HOOD TX 
RUCLAFA T CDR 2ND ARMORED DIV FORT HOOn TX 
RUCLBFA T CDR III CORPS FORT HOOD TX 
P 142203Z APR 75 
FM SECDEF WASH DC 
TO·AIG 8799 
AIG 8798 
BT 
UNCLAS 9643 
SECTION 2 OF 3 

A: I'LL CHECK AND SEE. 
Q: WHO DECIDED THAT AIRDROP SHOULD BEGIN -- BIRD AIR OR 

THE PENTAGON OR DEPARTMENT OF STATE. OR WHO? 
A: I'M SURE IT WAS DONE BY EVERYBODY INVOLVED IN IT IN VIEW 

OF THE ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION AT PHNOM PENH, AT THE AIRFIELD •. 
0: DID YOU SAY THESE AIRDROPS HAVE BEEN GOING ON ALL ALONG? 
A: YES, THE CAMBODIANS ALSO WERE AIRDROPPING SUPPLIES WITH 

C-123S. 
0: WHY 00 WE ALL OF A SUDDEN START COUNTING THEM IF THEY'VE 

BEEN GOING ON ALL ALONG? 
A: WE'VE BEEN COUNTING THEM ALL ALONG; YOU'VE BEEN ASKING 

US THE DAILY FIGURES ABOUT FLIGHTS THAT LANDED -- AIRLANDED 
AT PONCHENTONG -- AND THAT'S WHAT WE'VE BEEN GIVING YOU. 

Q: WE'VE NEVER BEEN GIVEN ANY FIGURES ON AIRDROPS UP UNTIL 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3802 lJNCLAS 
TH I S WEEKEND. 

A: WE HAVE NEVER TRIED TO CONCEAL THE FACT THAT THERE WERE 
AIRDROPS THROUGHOUT THE PERIOD. 

Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY MOVEMENT OF SHIPS OR PLANES DOWN TO 
CLARK OR SOUTHERN SOUTH CHINA SEA FOR EVACUATION PURPOSES? 

A: WE HAVE HAD FOR SOME TIME A NUMBER OF SEVENTH FLEET 
SHIPS IN THAT AREA. I'M NOT AWARE OF ANY MOVEMENT OF AIRPLANES 
DOWN FOR EVACUATION PURPOSES. 

Q: WHAT ABOUT THE SHIPS THAT LEFT FROM HAWAII, I DON'T 
KNOW WHETHER IT WAS FIVE OR SEVEN. A~OUT A WEEK AGO THAT WAS 
SUPPOSEDLY A NORMAL ROTATION? HAVE THE SHIPS THAT HEY WERE 
GOING TO REPLACE RETURNED OR ARE THEY STAYING OVER THERE~ 

A: THESE ARE AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS YOU ARE TAKING ABOUT? 
Q: YES. 
A: WE'LL CHECK AND SEE. 
0: HAS THE OKINAWA RETURNED TO THE NORTH PACIFIC? 
A: THE OKINAWA AND THE MIDWAY ARE IN THE SOUTH CHINA 

SEA; THEY ARE NOT TOGETHER, I'M JUST TELLING YOU THAT THEY ARE 
BOTH IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA; SO IS THE CORAL SEA. THE HANCOCK 
WHICH PARTICIPATEn IN THE EVACUATION OF PHNOM PENH IS IN THE 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3802 UNCLAS 
GIJLF OF THAILAND AND THE ENTERPRISE IS IN PORT AT SUBIC. 

0: HA~'THERE BEEN ANY ADDITIONAL MOVEMENT OF MARINES INTO 
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THE GENERAL AREA OF SUBIC BAY, INDOCHINA, ETC.? 
A: NO. 
0: IN OTHER WORDS, WE'RE STILL AT APPROXIMATELY 4,~00 MARINES 

IN THE GENERAL AREA? 
A: THAT'S RIGHT 
Q:WHEN'STHE ENTERPRISE GOING BACK TO SUBIC? 
A: WE CAN CHECK. I DON'T RECALL. YOU MEAN BETWEEN NOW AND 

LAST FRIDAY? 
Q: I THINK THE LAST TIME YOU HAD IT REPORTED IN ••• 
A: SHE WAS IN SUBIC ON THE 11TH. 
Q: LAST FRIDAY THERE WERE FOUR AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS WITH BLUE 

RIDGE, I BELIEVE THE COMMAND SHIPS, WITH HANCOCK; IS THAT STILL 
THE CASE? 

A: THE COMPOSITION OF THE TASK GROUPINGS VARIES FROM OAY TO 
DAY, AND I REALLY DON'T WANT TO GET INTO IT. THERE ARE OTHER 
SHIPS WITH THE HANCOCK. 

Q: CAN YOU TELL US WHERE THOSE FOUR AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS ARE? 
A: SOME OF THEM ARE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AND SOME ARE 

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 3802 UNCLAS 
STILL IN THE GULF OF THAILAND. 

Q: WHICH ARE WHERE -- THE DURHAN, THE FREDERICK,BLUE RIDGE 
AND DUBUQUE? 

A: THE DURHAM AND FREDERICK ARE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. 
BLUE RIDGE AND DUBUQUE ARE IN THE GULF OF THAILAND. 

Q: CAN I BROADEN THAT EARLIER QUESTION? IS THERE ANY MOVE-
MENT TO INCLUDE ARMY TROOPS AS WELL? 

A: NOT THAT I'M AWARE OF, BUT WE'LL CHECK. 
Q: WHAT'S THE OFFICIAL NUMBER OF AMERICANS IN SOUTH VIETNAM? 
A: THE LAST FIGURE I RECALL IS AROUND 5,00~ BUT WE'LL HAVE 

TO CHECK. STATE CAN TELL YOU THAT DEFINITELY. WE'LL BE GLAD TO 
TAKE THE QUESTION BUT I JUST DON'T KNOW. I RECALL SOMETHING 
AROUND 5,000. 

Q: AS OF WHEN? 
A: I HEARD THAT FIGURE THE END OF THE LAST WEEK. I'M NOT 

TELLING YOU THAT'S AN ACCURATE FIGURE: I'M SAYING JILL CHECK 
IT. 

Q: SOME ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS INDICATED THAT THE LEVEL 
OF AMERICANS IN VIETNAM WOULD BE DRAWN DOWN TO A MINIMAL LEVEL 
WHAT IS A MINIMAL LEVEL? 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 3R~2 UNCLAS 

A: WE'LL TAKE THE QUESTION. 
Q: THE CAMBODIANS, BATTAMBANG IN PARTICULAR, WERE GETTING 

SUPPLIES BY ROAD FOR A LONG TIME; IS THAT STILL GOING ON? 
A: I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT IS OR NOT; WE'LL CHECK THAT. 
Q: THERE WERE REPORTS ABOUT A WEEK OR SO AGO THAT NHA TRANG 

AFTER BEING ABANDONED BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. ANn THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE FAILING TO COME IN, THAT SOME SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
TROOPS HAD GONE BACK INTO NHA TRANG. 00 WE HAVE ANY IDEA WHO 
CONTROLS NHA TRANG? 

A: TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, IT IS NOT IN SOWTH VIET-
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NAMESE HANDS. 
0: THE AID MONEY FOR CAMBODIA WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN 

DEPLETED THIS MONTH: IS IT ALL GONE NOW OR CLOSE TO ALL GONE? 
A: NO, IT 1 S NOT. 
Q: HOW MUCH IS LEFT? 
A: WE'LL SEE JF WE CAN GET A NUMBER. 
Q: THOSE SHIPS WITH THE OKINAWA, ARE THEY WITHIN HELI-

COPTE~ FLIGHT OF SAIGON? ARE ANY CARRIERS WITHIN HELICOPTER FLIGHT 
OF SAIGON? 

A: I'VE ALREADY. SAID THAT THE OKINAWA WAS IN THE SOUTH CHINA 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 3802 UNCLAS 
SEA AND, AS YOU KNOW, SHE CAME FRON THE GULF OF THAILANO. I 
rHI~K I'D RATHER JUST LEAVE IT AT THAT. 

0: ISN'T SHE ROUND FOR SUBIC BAY? 
A: THE OKINAWA IS ENROUTE TO SUBIC. ADMIRAL GAYLOR SAID THAT 

IN HIS NEWS CONFERENCE. 
Q: IS THERE ANY MONEY LEFT OR ANY STOCKS LEFT FOR CAMBODIA? 
A: THE PREVIOUS ESTIMATES THAT WE HAD WERE THAT THE STOCKS 

WERE NOT EXPECTED TO LAST PAST THIS NONTH. APRIL, AS I RECALL, 
WAS OUR BEST ESTIMATE. THERE ARE STOCKS ON THE GROUND. THERE 
ARE STILL STOCKS AVAILABLE. I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE CURRENT ESTl- . 
MATE IS AS TO WHEN THEY ~IGHT RUNUT BUT WEILL SEE IF WE CAN 
GET AN ESTIMATE -- THAT'S ALL IT WOULD BE OF COURSE. 

Q: ARE THEY STILL STUDYING THE EVACUATION PLANS FOR SAIGON? 
A: YES. 
O. HAVE THEY COME UP WITH YOU KNOW LIK~ ONE, TWO OR THREE? 

HAVE THEY ELIMINATED ANY, HAVE THEY ACCEPTED SOME OR WHAT'S 
THE STATUS? 

A: YOU MEAN LIKE OPTION ONE, OPTION TWO. OR OPTION THREE? 
I HAVE NO Cat.,MENT ON THAT. I CAN'T DISCUSS THOSE KINDS OF THINGS. 

Q: HOW FAR IS IT FROM SUBIC BAY TO THE GULF OF THAILANO? 
BT 
~3802 
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RUCLBFA T COR 1ST CAVALRY DIV FORT HOOO TX 
RUCLBFA T CDR 2ND ARMORED DIV FORT HOOD TX 
RUCLBFA T CDR III CORPS FORT HOOD TX 
P 1422~3Z APR 75 ZNZl 
FM SECDEF WASH DC 
TO AIG 8799 
AIG 8798 
BT 
UNCLAS 9643 
SECTION 3 OF 3 

A: I HAVEN'T THE FOGGIEST IDEA. 

.' 

/ 

Q: DO TYOU THINK A SHIP COULD GET THERE IN A DAY OR A HALF 
DAY? THE POI NT OF THE OUESTION I S WE WERE TOLD THE HANCOCK WAS 
OFF SUBIC FRIDAY AND NOW WE'RE TOLD IT PARTICIPATED IN THE 
EVACUATION FRIDAY NI(;HT. 

A: I DON'T RECALL WHAT WE SAID ON IT FRIDAY. 
0: YOU SAID IT WAS' IN THE S(lUTH CHHINA SEA. 
A: IF WE SAID SOUTH CHINA SEA, THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH HER 

BEING ABLE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE EVACUATION BUT IF WE SAID SUBIC, 
THAT'S OBVIOUSLY \IiWEEO IN ERROR. 

0: DID THE HANCOCK LIFT PEOPLE miT OF PHNO'" PENH? 
A: THERE WERE 12 HELICOPTERS FROM THE HANCbcK -THAT WENT INTO 

PHNOM PENH. THE HANCOCK AT THAT TIME WAS IN THE GULF OF SIAM 
(THAILAND). THERE WERE 12 HELICOPTERS FROMME USS OKINAWA. 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 3803 UNCLAS 
MOST OF THE EVACUEES WERE TAKEN TO THE OKINAWA. I BELIEVE THAT 
THE '-tAR J NE GROUND SECliR I TY FORCE CAME FROM THE HANCOCK TO PHNOM 
PENH AND RETURNED TO THE HANCOCK. (NOTE: THE MARINES CAME FROM 
THE OKINAWA AUT WERE PICKED UP AND TAKEN TO THE HANCOCK BY HELOS 
FROM THE HANCOCK.) I 

0: 00 YOU HAVE A UNIT NUMBER? 
A: I DONiT HAVE IT WITH ME BUT WE CAN GET THAT FOR YOU. 
Q: IT WAS STATED HERE THAT THE HANCOCK ONLY HAD MARINE 

HELICOPTERS BUT NO COMRAT TROOPS. IS THAT IN ERROR? 
A: MY RECOLLECTION IS THAT OF THESE 150~ MARINES THAT CAME 

FROM OKINAWA THAT WERE LOADED ABOARD SHIPS. SOME OF THOSE WENT 
AROARD HANCOCK AND WE SAID THAT. 

0: WHEN 0[0 THE HANCOCK GO [NTO THE GULF OF SIAM? 
A: WE CAN PROBABLY GET THAT. [ DON'T KNOW RIGHT NOW. 
0: THIS BREAKDOWN ON HELICOPTERS RAISES A POINT. WE'VE BEEN 

ASKING HOW MANY HELICOPTERS ARE ON THE HANCOCK AND WE GOT DIF­
FERENT F}GURES -- 15 - 18. APPEARING IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD IS A STATEMENT THAT LISTS 12 HELICOPTERS ON THE HANCOCK. 
WHY ARE WE GIVEN THESE FAGUE FIGURES? THE INFO IS HERE BUT 
WE DON'T GET THE PRECISE INFORMATIRN. 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 3R~3 tJNCLAS 

A: I UNDERSTAND AND ~PPRECIATE YOUR PRORLEM. I RECALL READING 
AT 2:00 A.M. IN THE MORNING WIRE STORIES ON THE NUMBER OF EVAC-
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UEES ANO NOTING THAT YOU CO\JLO. TAKE ANY FIGURO "BETWEEN 250 AND 
3~0 AND SOMEBODY JUST USED IT ANn EACH AOO WAS CHANGING THE I 

NUMBER. BUT AS FAR AS THE NUMBER OF HELICOPTERS ABOARD THE 
HANCOCK, 12 IS TO ME A NEW NIJMBER. I WAS NOT AWARE THAT THERE 
WERE ONLY 12 AND OUR INFORMATJON WAS THAT THERE WERE MORE THAN 
THAT. WE'LL BE GLAD TO SEE IF WE CAN SORT IT OUT. 

0: IF YOU LOOK IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, YOU WILL SEE THAT 
THE TEXT OF- THE PRESIDENT'S NOTIFICATION TO SENATOR STENNIS SAYS 
12 .. 

A: WE'LL LOOK AT IT AND SEE IF WE CAN LEARN SOMETHING ABOUT 
OUR OWN SYSTEM. 

0: THESE ARE THE ES THAT THE HANCOCK PICKED UP IN HAWAII? 
A: YES. 
PART II: FOLLOWING ARE NEW ASSIGNMENTS FOR GENERAL 

OFFICERS RELEASED FRIDAY, APRIL 11, 1975, BY THE ARMV 
ANI) AIR FORCE: 

ARMY: MGEN ROBERT C. HIXON, SPEC ASST TO CG, TRADOC, 
FT MONROE, VA • 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 38~3 UNCLAS ( 

MGEN CHARLES J. SIMMONS, CG, 3RD ARMORED DIV, USA EUROPE, ORANKE 
GERr-1ANY 

MGEN CHARLES E. SPRAGINS. COMDR, ~S HIL GP, RIO DE JANEIRO 
AIR FORCE:BGEN BRUCE K. BROWN, DFP DlR, J-3, JT STAFF(NMCC) 
~~EN WILLIAM L. NICHOLSON, ·DEP DIR, (STRAT GEN OPS), J-3. 
BGEN ROBERT E. SADLER, DIR, J-6, JT STAFF 
BGEN LELAND C. SHEPARD, DCS/PERS. MAC,· SCOTT AFB 
BGEN GARRY A. WILLARD. JR., DEP ACS/J-3 UNC/US FORCES KOREA 
BGEN CHARLES D. YOUREE, JR. OEP DIR FOR POLITICO MIL AFFAIRS 

J-5 .. 
COL ANDERSON W. ATKINSON, ASST DEP DIR (COMO AND CONTROL) J-3 , BT 

#3803 
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APR 75 lNZl 
WASH DC 

TO AIr. A798 
A I r. fn·99 
BT 
IINCLAS 4123 
SEC T ION 1 0 F 4 
FROI-'i OASO/PA 
FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION/AFFAIRS OFFICERS 
SU~JFCT: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING 

PART I: FOLLOWING-IS TRANSCRIPT OF 000 NEWS ~RIEFING FOR 
~ THUR. APR 17. 1975, (O"II)IICTFI) \iY COL. ROBERT L. BURKE, USA 

"'-nIP-ECTOR FOR Df:FENSE INFORMATION, OASO PA: 
1. THEREIS BEEN /l CHANGE 1'\1 THE SCHEf1ULE OF SOME OF OUR 

~ 8 1 
PEC1PLt ON THE HILL TOOAY. SI:C MCLUCAS AHO GF.!\I JONES OF AF, 
l-JHO !:!t:RE SCHEfl"LEO Tn TESTIFY THIS ,\1nRNII\IG AT A CUJSEO HF=ARING 
ON THE K-l WILL RE TESTIFYING THIS AFTERNOON ~EFnRE SENATE A~MEO 

S-F:'WICES R&O COf-1MITTFF. ALSO POSTP()!\IEO llNTIL THIS AFTERNOON IS 
THE APPEARANCE OF MR. ALDRICH OF nASO (PA~EI WHO WILL RE 

c- TESTIFYING ON THE U.S. STRATEGIC 80M~ER FORCE. 
2. RAOM.HART, OASO (I&L' HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL THIS 

PA(;E 2 RUEKJCS 4151 lJNCLAS 
AFTER~OON BEFORE THE SENATE GOVERNMENT COMM. ON FEOERAL 
ENERGY CONSE~VATION. 

3. STATEMENTS BY SEC. MCCLARY. ASO (COMPTI AND O~. COWAN, 
G ASD (H&E) WHO ARE TESTIFYING THIS MORNiNG HAVE HE~N RELEASED. 

4. OASO (M~RA) MINTON FRANCIS ~ILL SPEAK THIS EVENING AT 
WEST POINT. 

e 5. YESTERDAY, THE WHITE HOtJSF. ANNOIJNCF:O THE RESIGNATION OF 
UNOER SECRETARY OF THE ARMY HERt4AN STIHIf)T, E:FFECTIVE 30 APRIL. 

6. THE It-lHITE HOUSE ALSO ANNOUNCEO THE RETIREMENT OF JUOGE 
• QUINN OF THE U.S. MILITARY COURT OF APPEALS. EFFECTIVE 

AUGUST 2R, 1975. 
7. WE HAVE A RELEASE - ANNOLINC.ING THE RF.TIR.~MF:NT OF LGEN 

RICHARD SEITZ, CG, XVIII AIRRO~NE CO~PS AT FORT ARAGG. HE WIll 
-. BE REPLACED 6Y MAJ ~EN HANK EMER~ON, WHO IS NO~ CG OF 2D_INF 

D[V IN KOREA. THAT ALSO INCLUDES GEN EMERSON'S APPOINTMENT 
TO THE ~RAOE OF LT. GEN. 

• 8~ TOMORROW, SEC SCHLESINGER WILL BE TRAVELING TO FORT 
LEAVENWORTH. KANSAS~ WHERE HE WILL ADDRESS STUDENTS AT THE ARMY 
COMMANU ANO ~ENERAL STAFF COLLEGE. 

• (J: WYEN WEHE THE LAST AIRDROPS IN- PHNOM PENH? 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4151 UNClAS 

A: THE LAST AIRDROPS WERE APRIL 17. THERE WERE TEN AIR-
• DROPS ALTOGETHER IN CAMBODIA; FOUR IN PHNOM PENH. I D(lN'T HAVE 

Ie 17 /1 SD~ 
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A BREAKOUT OF ~IHAT WAS 11-.1 EACH DROP MUT 1 DO KNOI.J THAT THE FOUR 
AT PHNOM PENH CONTAINFO ~ICE. 

(J: DO YOl) HAVE A TP',E AS TO I-IHEI\I THE LAST ONE WASMAOE? 
A: NO, I iJON'T. WE CAi\IPRflBABLY GET THAT. 
0: 00 YOU HAVE Ar...IY TONNAGE? 
A: Nf),I,oJE MIGHT BE: ARlE TO GET THAT. IF YOU LIKE, I CAN 

SIJ''''1·1ARIIE I-1HAT'S HAPPENEI) SlI\lCE !=Ar,LE PULL 11\\ THJ: WI\Y OF AIR-
OROPS. THERE HAVE BEEr-1 A TOTAL OF 57 AIROR[JPS THROUGHnUT 
C A rvl BOO I A SIN C E TH E A,." F. RIC A "l S 1.J E R F. E V A C I ) A T J: n. n F THO S E 5 7, MY 
FIr,URES SHOW THAT 19 wFRE IN THE PHNnM PENH AREA. 

Q: WHEN WAS THE LAST AIROROP BEFORE THE SURRENDER, 00 YOU 
KNOW? 

A: IT WAS ON THE SAt .... E AS THE SIJRRENDER. I DnN'T KNOW 
WHETHER IT WAS BEFORE OR AFTER. 

0: THERE'S THE POSSIkIlITY THAT WE WERE OROPPING IN 
SUPPLIES AFTER THE SURRENDER? 

A: SINCE I DON'T KNOW WHAT TIME THEY DROPPED THEM, YOU 
KNOW I CAN'T DENY THAT. 
PAGE 4 RLJF.KJCS 4151 IJNCLAS 

Q: THE WAY WE GOT THE STORY FROM CAMB08IA IS THAT THE KHMER 
ROIJr,E l'IF-RoE INSIDE THE CITY ~JHEN I'IE WERE MAK!i\lr, DROPS, IS THAT 
CORRECT? 

A: I JUST DON'T KNOVI \OIHETHF:~ THAT HAPPfNED OR NOT. 
SII-JCE IT WAS RICE, 1'1-1 hWT SURE IT r"1ATTfRS THAT ""iUCH. 

Q: HAV~ THE AIROROPS DEFINITELY ENDED? 
A: I LL CHECK AND SEE. 
Q: IT WAS ONLY RICE; THERE ~FREN'T ANY ARMS nROPPED? 
A: UN THE LAST DAY THE ONLY AIRDROPS INTO PHNOW PENH WAS RICE. 
0: THAT ISN'T NECESSARILY THE CASE WITH THE OTHERS? 
A: NOT NECESSARILY, THAT'S RIGHT •• 
Q: COUL D TH E Y COi'n I NUE SUPP ORT SAY OT HER A RE AS WH ERE 

THEY'RE STILL HOLDING OUT? 
A: I OON'T KNOW, I'LL CHECK. 
Q: YOU REALLY CAN'T SAY WHETHER THE AIRDROPS HAVE HALTED? 
A: NO, I CAN'T. 
Q: WHY CAN'T YOU? 
A: I JlJST DON'T HAVE THE If\IFURMATION RIGHT NOW. 
0: WHAT IS THE PENTAr,ON'S ~EACTION TO THF FALL OF CAMBODIA? 
A: ANY OFFICIAL CO~HitF.NT ON THAT t.jOIILD COtV\E THROUGH THE STATE 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4151 lINCLAS 
DEPARTMEWT. 

Q: MILITARILY HOW 00 YOU VIEW THE FALL -- NOT FROM A 
DIPLOMATIC POINT OF VIEW? 

A: I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION. 
Q: HDW MUCH 15 LEFT UNDELIVERED FROM THIS YEAR'S 

APPROPRIATION? 
A: THE BEST ESTIMATE IS AHOIJT $6 MILLlOi\l, SO/llEWHAT LESS 

PRObAt-)lY. IN MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO CM~tjOOIA REMAINS UNDELIVERED. 
Q: CAN THAT NOW ~E TRANSFERRED TO VIETNAM? 
A: I DON'T KNOW. 
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(.,}: viE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT HAPPENS TO IT NnW? 

A: WE'LL CHECK. THE REPORTS THAT mlR PEOPLE ARE GETTING 
01" THIS liRE SOrv,EwHhT SKETCHY AND /\JOT YfT CfJ,vlPLETE SI! I'M NOT 
SIJRE OF TH~ EXACT FH;\JRF BIIT IT'S SOi"'EWHF.~E IN THAT AREA. 

Q: 110 YrJlJ HAVE THE TOTAL AS TO WHAT WF. PUT IN THERE? 
A: WE CAN r;ET THAT FOR YOU. 
0: $?75 MILLION WAS THE APPROPRIATIONS THIS YEAR? 
A: I,IF. CAN r;ET YOLI A SUMj-1ARY OF WHAT ~.jAS AllTHORIZED. 
0: T~ERE'S A STORY Tf-IJ·S MOR"III\IG \"HICH OIJOTES A SECR.ET REPORT 

i-IHTCH WAS rltAOE UP BY HW i"'FMf1ERS OF THE MISSIfJ,\j THAT I-JENT ~.JITH 

PA(;E 6 RUF:KJCS 4151 IINCLAS 
GENERAL WEYAND WHO AR~ MEM8ERS OF THE SENATE FOR~IGN RELATIONS 
COfv'iM. THEY CAME BACK \.JITH THE REPf)RT THAT THE SITlJATION IN 
SOUTH VTETNAi'4 WAS IRRETRIEVABLE NO "'lATTER HnlA! rV\UCH AID WE GIVE 
THEM. 00 YOU KNOW IF THAT REPURT EXISTS AND IS THAT TRUE? 

A: I wOULD THINK THAT YUlJ WANT TO TIIKS THE PFOPLF. I.JHO l-IROTE 
THE REPORT. ALL I CAN 110 IS POINT TO GENERAL WEYAND'S TESTI-
MONY ON THE HILL WHICH YOU ARE AWARE OF. 

Q: IT SEEMS TO ijE ftT VARIANCE WITH WHAT GENERAL WEYAND 
SAID ANI) r SII"iPLY I.JANT TO Kf\!f)\.J IF THE PEi\lTAGlli\! Ki\lO\<lS l.JHETHF.R 
THE REPORT EXISTS. WHETHER THERE IS KNfll--JLEOGE nF THE REPORT HERE 
AND WHETHER THERE'S ANY CONCURRENCE WITH THAT KINO OF A REPORT. 

A: WHETHER THERE'S CONCURRENCE, YOU'VE ALREADY HEARD 
SEC. SCHLESINGER AND GFNfRAL WEYAND GIVE THEIR VIE~S ON THAT 
SlJ8JECT- I TI-fINK THAT ANSWERS ITSELF. SO \iJrlEHTER THERE'S A 
REPORT THAT EXISTS OR NOT. I'LL BE GLAO TO CHECK ANO SEE. IF 
IT WAS A REPORT nONE HY COMEBODY IN CONGRESS, I WOULD THINK 
THAT THEY WO~LU ~E THE BEST SOURCE. 

A: SEC SCHLESINGER IS NOT ~ERY CLEAR AS TO WHAT HE EXPECTS 
TO DERIVE FROM THE $722 MILLION. HE'S ·GIVEN A NEGATIVE ANSWER 
THAT IF THEY DON'T GET IT, VIETNAMWILL FALL HUT HE DOESN'T SAY 
BT 
#4151 
NNNN 
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UNCLAS 4123 
SECTION 2 OF 4 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF THEY 00 GET IT, EXCEPT THAT HE HOFES IT 
WILL STABLIZE THE SITUATIO~. 

A: HE'S GIVEN A CA!'")ID AND HDf\IEST !:VALIJATION OF IT AS HE 
SEES IT. IF HE IS NOT PRECISE ANn SPECIFIC. PRESU~A~LY THAT'S 
~ECAIJSE THE SITUATION IS NOT ONE THAT LEI\II)S ITSELF TO EASY 
PREOICTIONS. 

0: ~ACT TO THE CAr>IAOnIAN LIFT, I wOULf) LlKI: TO HAVF AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE 0EFINITE HORn ON WHETHER OR NOT THF AIRORUP HAS HEEN 
HALTED AND v.JHEN WAS THF. LAST nROi=> CARRIEf) OUT IN RELATIOI\j TO THE 
ANf'JOllNCEt4ENT THIIT CAI"1~ODIA \';/AS THROWING IT IN. 

A: WE ARE WO~KING ON THAT RIGHT NOW. 
Q: Of) YOU KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY II.S. IViILITARY PERSONNEL IN 

ANY PLACE LEFT IN CAMRIJOIA? 
A: TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEOGE. THfRE ARE NOT. 

0: ARE THE EVACUATION PLANS FOR SAIGON Nnw cnMPLETEO? 
A: NO. I THINK THEY ARE STILL WORKING ON THEM. !

GE 2 RUEKJCS 4152 UNCLAS 

0: COULD WE FIND OUT FROM SECR!:TARY SCHLESINGER ~HEN HE PLANS 
T WITHDRAW ALL OF OIJR FORCES FROM THA1LAi\!f) SINCE THEY ARE NO 
LONGER NECESSARY? THE ONLY REASON. Ff)K. THE PRESENCE HE SAIl) IN 
THIS DEFfNSE REPORT WAS A HEDGE AGAINST NORTH VIETNAMESE MASSIVE 
OFF ENS I V E • SIN C E T HAT HAS U C C I J R R E n A i\J I) [.J F. H A V E NOT REA C T E () 0 T 
IT, THERE'S NO NEED FOR RENTENTION OF SAY 200-300 AIRPLANES AND 
23.0~~ PERSONNEL IN THAILAND. 

A: WE'LL TAKE THAT QIJWFSTION. 
Q: THE NEW YORK TIMES (')lJOTFS UNNAMED SENATnRS 

PENTA~ON TOLD THEM YESTERDAY TO CORRECT SECRFTARY 
STATEMENT THAT 3.850 AMERICA"IS REMAIN II\! VIETNAM. 
AND IF SO WHAT IS THE CORRECT NUM~ER? 

AS SAYING THE 
SCHLESINGER'S 

IS THAT TRUE 

A: I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THERE WAS A PHONE CALL OR NOT. DID 
IT SAY THERE WAS AN ERRUR IN THE NUMHER? 

Q: THE NUMRER THE SFANTOR SAID WAS SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER. 
A: WE'LL SEE WHAT KIND OF NUMBER WE CAN ~ET. 
Q: DO YOU KNOW Ar30IJT AI\IY NORTH VIETNAMESE MOVEr"iENTS INTO 

THE XUNA LOC TO RE[N~ORCE THE TROOPS THERE? 
PAGE 3 RuEKJCS 41';;2 lJNCLAS 

A: FRON NORTHERN SOllTH VIETNAM?· 
A: FRON OTHER PARTS OF THE AREA THAT THEY HAVE TAKEN, DOWN 

·19 so~ /7 
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TO XUAN lOC. 
A: LET ME SAY THAT W~ WOULDN'T ~E SURPRISED IF THERE WERE SUCH 

MOVEMENTS OOw~ IN THAT AREA. 
c: A~E THERE MOV~MENTS OR AREN'T THERE? 
A: I DON'T ~iA'\IT TO SAY ANY MI1R!= THAN THAT. 
0: THE [lTHER DAY GFNERAL WAYAI\Jf) SAIO THE DEFENSE AT XUAN LOC 

EFFECTIVELY PIJT A NORTH VfETNAMESE DIVISIOi\! nUT OF ACTIO''4. COULl) 
YOU EXPAND ON THAT? nOES THAT MEAN IT'S INEFFECTIVE, IT'S DES-
TROYED. IT'S DISPERSED, IT HAS TO ~E REPLACEO? WHAT DOES THAT 
MEAN? 

A: I DIDN'T HEAR THAT PART OF THE TESTH1L1hJY BUT I PRESIJME WHAT 
HE WAS TALKING A130tJT IS THAT WHEN A IJ''IIIT LOSES A. SIGI\jIFICANT NUMBER 
OF PF.RSI)I\!NEl . A 1\10 EQUIPMENT IT TENDS TO DEGR/4!)E THAT .IjNIT'S 
CAPAKILITY TO FUNCTfON IN THE U-1'''lEDIATE FUTURI:: AS AN EFFECTIVE 
FIGHTING UNIT. I PRFSUME THAT'S WHAT HE WAS TALKING ABOUT. 

C CAN YOU COMMENT ON NEW VORK TIMES STORY AHOUT GEN. WEYAND 
TESTIFYING THAT THE PENTAGON WAS CONSI~ERING ESTbHLISHING A 
PAGE 4 RIJEKJCS 41:;2 I)NCLAS 
CORRIOOR FRON SAIGON TO THE SEA TO EVACUATE THOI)SANOS OF VIETNAMESE 
Af\ID COUUJ INVOLVE A MA~II\',= DIVISION OF 2Vi.0vH1? 

II: THAT WAS IN HIS TESTIMONY ON THE HILL? WAS IT? 
Q: I ""1 ASKING. 
A : 1 ' L L KEG LAD TO FIN 0 0 U T 10,' HAT G tNt R 1I L \.0,' l\ Y ttl\! D S A lOB U T 

\o/E'RE NOT GOING TO TttLt< JI'./ ANY f>i7TAIL AbOUT Ai'JY COhITINGENCY. 
Q: COULD YOU GIVE IJS A LAYOUT OJ\J l·mERE THt= CARRIERS ANI) SOME 

OF THE OTHER SHIPS ARE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA OR SUSIC UR WHERE­
EVER THEY MAY ~E? 

A: THE r"IDWAY ANI) THE OKINAWA ARE BOTH AT SUf3IC. THE CORAL 
SEA AND THE ENTERPRISE AQE ijOTH IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA; THE HAN-
CDCK IS IN SINGAPORE. . 

Q: IS THE HANCOCK ON ITS WAY ~ACK HOME? 
A: NO, IT'S AT SINGAPORE. 
Q: THE STORY WHEN IT LEFT THE WEST COAST ~AS THAT AFTER 

COMPLETING ITS MISSION IT ~JAS GOING TO Rt=TlJRI\' TO HE RETIREO. NOW 
THE OUESTION IS WHETHE~ ITS GOING TO SINGAPORE IS AN INDICATIUN 
\~ H E THE R I T'S 0 N fT S WAY HAC K H lJ M E F [J R RET IRE iVl PH • 

A: I'i"" SURE \.JE wOULD ANNOUNCE THAT (..JHE'" I·/E CAN. 
D: WHAT'S HAPPENEO TO THE MARINE BATTALION THAT WAS ON THE 

PAGE 5 RlJl:KJCS 4152 IJNCLAS 
OKINAWA AND ITS SUPPORTING SHIPS? 

A: I DON'T KNOW THIS FOR SURE ~UT I ASSUME THEY'RE ENJOYING 
SOt·1E LI 8ER TV • 

C: ARE THERE PLANS TO SHIP OUT OTHER i-1ARINE UNITS TO REPLACE 
THEM? 

A: I Dd~'T WANT TO GET INTO THAT. 
C: HOW M~NY MARINES DO THEY HAVE NOW IN THAT AREA ---ALL THE. 

GlJYS ON HOARD -THE SHIPS AND THE ONES AT SUBIC? 
A: 
Q: 
(J: 

NO CHANGE. 
ABOIJT 4,0IM.II, IS THAT I.JHAT YOU'RE SAVING? 
THOSE 7(;10 .'o1I\R-INF.S THAT WERE OISPERSED AS SHIP GUARDS, 
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WHERE ARE THEY? 
A: THEY ARE NO LON~ER ON ANY OF THOSE SHIPS. W~ CAN PROBABLY 

FINn OIlT SPECIFICALLY \>JHF.RE THF.Y ARE. 
r.:J: THEY'RE NO U1NGFR ON THOSE FOUR NAVY TRANSPORTS? 
A: THEY MAY BE ON THF AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS, YFS. 
C: WELL,' THAT WAS THE LAST LUCATION, I THINK, WHERE THEY 

WERE. 
A: THAT'S THE LAST PLACE ·1 HAD THE~. 

THE J)lJ~IJr.:JLJE AND THE HLlJE RIOGE ARf: BOTH IN SU8IC, AND I'LL 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4152 LJt\ICLAS 
CHECK FOR YOU ON THE DtlRHiH'" AND THE FREOI::RICK; THEY'RE BOTH 
IN THAT AREA, I'M NOT SIJRF FXACTLY WHERE THEY AR·E. 

(.): Ir!HAT AI:;OLJT THAT fiATTALIfJN THI\T WENT TO SEA FROf"; SUBIC A 
WEEK AGO WE'[)NESDAY -- SOiJIF.t-lH~RE Oi\! THF. HANCOCK? 

A: THOSE f'iARINES r-1AY bE WITH THESE M~PHldlniIS SHIPS THAT 
WE'VE JUST MENTIONED. WE CAN FINO OUT FOR SURE.' 

Q: on THEY STILL HAVE THE MARINES ON HOARD THE HANCOCK? 
A: THE r<1ARINi: HE,LICO~TER srJUAOROhJ, AS FAR AS I KNOI.I, IS 

STILL WITH THE HANCOCK. 
0: IrIHAT SHIPS 1)10 VOll SAY I.JERE vnTH THE OKINAI-'JA AT SlJBIC? 
A: THE KLUE RInGE ANn THE nUl3l1QUE. 
c: HOW A~OLJT THE SHIPS THAT wERE ACCOMPANYING THE OKINAWA 

ALL THA"r Tliol\E IT WAS IN THE GULf OF THAILAND; THERE Wt:RE AI-\OUT 
SIX WEREN T THERE? 

A: YOU flllEAN OESTROYERS ANO SUPPORT SHIPS? MOST IlF THEr" ARE 
AT SUSIC. 

C: CAN WE GET II RUNDOWN ON THE NUMBER AND TYPE OF SHIPS 
AT SUBIC NOW? 

A: YES, WE CAN no THAT. 
W: CAN YOU TELL lIS AROUT THE SOVIET FLEET EXERCISE IN THE 

8T 
ti4152 
NNNN 
IN 13(453/107/75 lACK 

DECLASSIFIED 

! 



DECLASSIFIED 

,,,,'. ' .. :' 

PA TUZ YlJW-RIJ F.K JC $415 3 1072017 -IJUIJlJ- -RUE OF I A. 
lNR UUlJ~U 
RIJCL BF!\ T COR 
RUCLBFA 1 CDR 
IWCL BFA T CDR 
p I. 7195t4Z APR 
Filt SE(OEF \<JASH 
TO AIr, H79R 
AIG P,799 
ST 
UNCLAS 4123 

1ST CAVALRY I)IV FORT HOOD TX 
1NO ARMOR~8 OIV FORT HOOf) TX 
III CORPS FORT HnOI) TX 
75 lNZl 

DC 

SECTION 3 OF 4 
INOIAN O(EAN. SIXTH FLEET AREA, ~EDITER~ANEA~. fLSEWHERE? 

A: THE TOTAL NllMHF.q OF SOVIET SrlIPS IN THF INfJIAI\J OCEAN NmJ 
IS 22, THAT IT\JCLW)ES >=IGHT CO'''1BATAi\ITS AND 14 SUPPORT OR AlJXILlARY 
SHIPS. HfE 1).5. HAS THREE SHIPS THERE. 

Q: IS THAT A SIZEA~LE INCREASE FROM 
A: IT SEENS TO ME THAT IT IS HUT WE 

HAS BEEN. IN THE MEO, THE SOVIETS HAVF 
HALF OF WHICH ARE COMRATANTS. 

SAY PR~VIOtJS WEEKS? 
CAN CHECK ON WHAT IT 
AbOUT 55 SHIPS, ABOUT 

Q: HOW MANY NOW ARE INVOLVED WORLDWIDE IN THE EXERCISE? 
A: vlE'LL SI7E IF WE CAN GET 5or'I~THING FOR YOI) BY TOMORROW 

ON THAT. THE EXERCISE WAS RECENTLY ANNOlJf\lCEf) 13Y TASS. AS YOU 
KNOW. 

Q: l~HEN ~IA S 'THAT? 
A: TASS REPORTED IT WOULD BE CONDUCTED THIS MONTH. I'M 

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4153 IJNCLAS 
I\IflT SURE WHEN THEY ANI\IOtINCED IT. AS ymJlLl RECALL FIVE YEARS 
AGO MW lJ T T HIS 5 AI" E TI tIJ E 0 F T H '= YEA R THE S [1 V lET S H f: L /) A 
\·}(JRLDI,!WE EXERCISE CALLEn OKEAN WHICH INVOLVF.D A LARGE NUMBER 
OF SHIPS ANO ALSO INCLIJDED SOVIET AIR DEFENSE AND LOf\!G RANGE 
AIRCRAFT PARTICIPATION. DURING THOSE EXERCISES THEY EMPLOYE/) 
NAVAL AND MERCHANT SHIPS ANI) THEY HAD ANTISUdf"IARINE AND 
AMPHIBIOUS LANDING OP'=RATION$. WE'LL TRY TO GIVE SOME KINO 
OF A REPORT TOMORR(JW ON WHAT IS INVOLVED IN THIS ONE. 

0: DO THE SOVIETS HAVE A NAME FOR THIS, IF YOU DON'T 
MIND REIN~ A SOVIET SPOKESMAN? . 

A: T~EY MAY VERY WELL HAVE BUT I HAVEN'T SEEN IT. 
(J: CAN YOU TELL us !-mERE THE HID SOVIET TUGS ARE THAT 

WERE REPORTED 750 MILES FROM HAWAII? 
A: WE CAN GET IT FO~ YOU; I DON'T HAVE IT WITH ME. 
0: THE GLOMAR EXPLORER LEFT PORT AGAIN: DUES ANYHOOY KNOW 

WHERE IT'S GOING? 
A: THE GLOMAR EXPLORER onES NOT APPEAR ON MY LIFT. 
(;): f)O YOU HAVE AN.Y F I GUR E ON TH E NUMBER OF AMER I CAN 

EVACUEES FROM SAIGON YESTERDAY? 
A: l'\jO, I DON'T. 

PAGE 3 RlJEKJCS 4153 UNCLAS 
Q: HOW ARE THEY KEING EVACUATEO? 
A: ,·IV UNDERSTANDING IS THAT THEY 

)7 
ARE COMING OUT ON ~ 
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MAC AIRCRAFT, MAC CHARTE~ ANn COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT. 
Q: ARE THESE MAC CHARTER OR MAC AIRCRAFT PER SF? 
A: BOTH KINOS •. Af\Jf) THERF ARE ALSO RF.GULAR cnfV,r~ERCIAL 

FLIGHTS. THEY ARE COMIN~ nUT ALL TH~EE WAYS. 
c: THERE WAS A RfPORT THE OTHER nAY OF 9~H DEPARTING. DO 

YOII HAVE ANY UPI.)ATf:? 
A: I DO""T KNOW THAT WE CAN GIVE YOI) A DAILY I)pnATF. ON 

THE NU'".HER cnMIN~ nlJT. THI=RE HAVE ~EEH PFnpu: COI'1II\IG ntH AS 
I THlhlK WE'VE TOLD YOU THAT HERE ASSf)CIATEI) '.~ITH A RIF PROGRAM. 
THAT ["AS A FEl.J HlJNnRFn PEOPLE. THEN THERE IS THF AonITIONAL 
REf,"OVAL OF PE()PLE THAT YOU KNOW ABOUT THAT'S GOING ON. BUT 
I.JE'LL SEE IF WE CAN GET YOU A FIGURE. 

0: THE PRESIDENT saID YESTERDAY THAT WE WAS ORDERING THE 
REMOVAL OF ALL IIJOI'J-ESSENTIAL PI:OPLE I...JHICH II'IUlIL!1 MEAl" THAT THERE 
WILL KE SOME 2.M0~ LEAVING IN A WEEK. SO IF WE CAN GET FIGURES 
ON A DAI L Y BASI S. THAT \..JOIJLn ~F. HELPFUL. 

A: I DUN'T KNOW IF WE CAN DO THAT BUT WE'LL SEE. 
Q: HOW M~NY u.S. MILITA~Y REMAIN IN VIETNAM? 

PAGE l.. RIIEKJCS 4153 UNCLAS 
A: T~ERE ARE NUT VE~Y MANY MILITARY PERSOHNEL. wE CAN GET THAT. 
Q: HOW ABOUT MILITARY RELATED IN THE SENSE OF PRQVIDING 

MAI~TENANCE, ETC.? 
A:. CIVILIAN CONTRACTORS THAT ARE ASSOCIATED? 
c: HOW ~ANY CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL? 
A: THE DETERMINATION PRO~AHlY HAS TO BE MADE IN SAIGON 

AS Tn WHO IS AND WHO IS NOT ESSENTIAL, AND I DON'T KNOW HOW 
THEY ARE GOING TO BREAK IT DOWN~ 

Q: HOW MANY AMER.ICANS COIILD BE LIFTED OUT IN ONE 
HEL1CODTER EVACUATIUN IF WE WANTED TO? 

A: HOW IJ,ANY BALLS OF STRING l.JOlJLD IT TAKE TO, REACH THE 
MOnN? IT DEPENDS ON HOW KIG THE HALL OF STRING IS. 

Q: THERE'S A LIMIT AS TO HOW MANY HELICOPTERS CAN YOU SEND. 
A: IT DEPENDS ON FACTORS SlICH AS HOW NANY HELICOPTERS YOU 

HAVE AVAILABLE, THE DISTANCE THAT THEY HAVE TO FLY. 
Q: WE KNOW THE DISTANCE WE HAVE TO FLY AND WE KNOW THE HELI­

COPTERS WE HAVE AVAILABLE, HOW MANY PEOPLE CAN WE FLY OUT IN 
ONE OPERATION? 

A: YOU'RE ASSUMING THAT THE HELICOPTERS THAT ARE AVAILABLE 
ARE THE ONCS THAT ARE THERE NOW? WHAT YOU'RE ASKING ABOUT IS THE 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4153 UNCLAS 
KIN0 OF THING THAT GOES INTO CONTINGENCY PLANS AND WHILE I CAN 
TALK TO YOU ABOUT HOI"" YOt] PLAN THESE THINGS, I 001\1' T WANT TO 
TALK HOW WE IN FACT ARE THINKING A~OUT DOING IT AND I DON'T WANT TO 
TO GIVE YOU THE IMPRESSION-----

(..): ARE YUU ASSUMING IT'S GOING TO ~E A HELlC(]PTER OPERATION? 
A: I THINK THE QUESTION ASSUMES THAT. THERE ARE OTHER 

MEANS THAT COULO BE lISF.D. 
Q: HAVE ANY NEW HELICOPTERS, OTHER THAN THE ONES THAT HAVE 

~EEN T 
ERE FUR THE PAST TWO OR THREE WEEKS, HAVE ANY NEW ONES 
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GONE OUT? 
A: NOT TO MY KNOWLEOGE. 
W: HAVE ANY NEW ONES GONE TO UTAPAfl OK AI\lYPLACE? 
A: I D8l.HH THAT VERY i~LJCH; I OON'T THII\IK THEY'VE ArmED ANY 

HELICOPTER'S OUT THERE Ai\lYPLACI: IN ANY SIGi\lIFICIANT NUJ-4RER. 
0: IS THERE ANY PROTECTION REING OFFERFD IK ANY FNRM RY THE 

SOUTH VI ETNAI"ESE GOVERNMENT DR THE u.s. TU THfSE PEDPLE WHO ARE 
BEING EVACUATED? 

A: IN WHAT SENSE? 
0: IN THE SENSE THAT THERE'S A LOT OF I)lSCllSSION ABOUT A 

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4153 UNCLAS 
ANGER TOWA~D PEOPLE LEAVING THAT THERE'S THE POSSIBILITY THE 
SOUTH VIETNAt'lESE t-lIGHT TU~N ON THE Ar"'FRICAI\IS WHO ARE LEAVING, 
IS THERE ANY OF THAT GOING ON AND AKE THEY tiEING PROTECTED IN 
ANY WAY? 

A: I DUN'T HAVE ANY KINO OF ANSWER TO THAT. I DON'T SEE 
AKY }i\jDICATIOI\I THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE FEEL ANY ANGER 
TOWARD THE AMERICANS WHO ARE THERE 
WHn MIGHT HE LEAVING. Wf'VE HAD A PRETTY CLOSE RELATIONSHIP FOR 
A LONG TIME WITH THUSE PEOPLE ANO I JUST nONtT THINK THAT THAT'S 
PART OF THE PRO~LErw\ i-HJT WE CAN SEE IF \.JE CIl,\) FIND OUT FOR YOU 
WHAT KIND OF SECURITY IlRRANGEMFNTS MIGHT EXIST. 

(.): HOW I-'ANY MAC, CHARTERED, FLIGHTS Df) YOll HAVE nAILY FROM 
SIAGDN? . 

A: I JUST OON'T HAVE THAT FIGURE. 
C: I'D LIKE TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN OUTFIT A NEW ARVN DIVISION 

FOR $36 MILLION WHILE IT COSTS AT LEAST THREE TIMES THAT MUCH TO 
OUTFIT AN Ai'<\l:RICAhl OIVISION. 

A: IT VARIES FROM ONE DIVISION TO ANOTHER EVEN WITHIN THE 
AN~RICAN ARMY. AN ARMORED DIVISION'S COST COMPARED TO A LIGHT 
INFANTRY DIVISION WOULO I\IOT RE COMPARABLE. 
fH 
#4153 
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BT 
tJNClAS 4123 
SECTION 4 OF 4 

Q: WOULD YOU SAY TH'=SE DIVISIONS ARE LESS iJ.iELL EQlJlPPEO 
AND S;4AlLER, AS FAR AS INVENTORY GOES, THAN A u.s. nIVISION? 

A : WE' L L JUS T HAVE T 0 S F. ~ Itl HAT KIN n D F E QUI P ivl E N TIS PRO V IDE D 
TO THE DIVISIONS THAT WOlJLD MAKE IT POSSlt1LE TO CUNSTITUTE THAT 
KIND OF A SAVING. 

Q: IF THIS IS REING I)ONE ON AN AUSTERE ~ASIS THEN I..JE SHOULD 
SAY SO OTHE~I-JISE YOI,ILL BE ASKEO 8Y CONGRESS Ol\)E OF THESE 
DAYS WHY WE CAN'T ErJUIP OUR I)IVISIONS FOR $36 IwlILLlON. 

A: 11M CERTAIN THAT THE KINO OF EQUIP~ENT ANn THE MISSION 
(]F THE IJ.S. ANO ARVN OIVISIONS ARE JUST !'JOT CfJrl,PARARLE AT ALL. 
F:lUT I·/E' LL CHECK ANn SEE WHAT WE CAN TURN UP ON THAT. 
BT 
#4154 
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lNR uuuuu COLLECTIVE R/I (RUCRNAA) CONTAINED DO NOT REENTER 
R 182334Z1057 APR 7cfj lEB-"'. ~ JA- Itltf · _ ~ 
FM CNM WASHINGTON DC ~~ ~ 

~~C:::O:/N.51 •. 11 SECTION 01 OFr:t,pY"l 5%C .~ 
WEEKLY NEWSGRAM FROM CHINFO'(NAVYI'NIJERN1L<~fiRELATIONS ACTIVITY)'~ 
<16-75 ) 

• THIS NEWSGRAM CONTAINS NAVY NEWS HIGHLIGHTS OF THE PAST WEEK~ 
THE INFORMATION IS INTENDED FOR DISSEMINATION TO ALL HANDS. ~_ 

A. ODERATION "EAGLE PULLII DRA'WS';;PRAISE., NAVY AND MARINE ·-;:.1~ 
CORPS PARTICIPATION IN LAST WEEK'S EVACUATION OF CIVILIANS FROM ~ 
PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA, AN OPERATION CALLED IIEAGLE PULL," HAS DRAWN 
HIGH PRAISE FROM SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT,DOD AND NAVY OFFICIALS. 
uss HANCOCK (CVA-19), USS OKINAWA (LPH-3), USS VANCOUVER (LPD-2), 
uss PEORIA IlST-1183), USS THOMASTON (lSD-28), USS H.a. WILSON 
(ODG-7}, USS RAMSEY (DEG-2l, uSS MEYERKORD (OE-l~58), AND USS EDSON 
(00-946) COMPRISED THE EVACUATIMN TASK' FORCE SUPPORTING THE AIRLIFT 
MF 276 PERSONS INCLUDING 82 AMERICANS FROM THE CAMBODIAN CAPITAL. 
FOURTEEN MARINE HELICOPTERS FROM USS HANCOCK, 12 FROM USS OKINAi..JA, 
AND 12 AIR FORCE HELOS ACCOMPLISHED THE EVACUATION AFTER U.S. 
PAGE ~2 RUENAAA3708 UNCLAS 
MARINES HAD SECURED THE LANDING AREA IN PHNOM PENH. ALL EVACUEES, 
INCLUDING U.S. AM0ASSADOR JOHN GUNTHER DEAN AND ACTING CAMBODIAN 
PRESIDENT SAU KAM KHOY, WERE TAKEN TO USS OKINAWA FMR EVENTUAL AIR 
TRANSFER TO UTAPAO, 'THAILAND. THERE WERE NO AMERICAN CASUALTIES IN 
THE APPROXIMATELY TWO AND ONE-HALF HOUR EVACUATION OPERATION • 
COMMENTING ON THE OPERATION, SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY KISSINGER 
NOTED THAT IIIT WAS CARRIED OUT WITH GREAT SKILL. AND IN A MANNER 
THAT REFLECTS THE HIGHEST CREDIT ON ALL OF THOSE AMERICAN SERVICEMEN 
WHO PARTICIPATED." • 

B. NAVY ASSISTS EMPLOYEES RETURNIN~ FROM OAO SAIGON. THE NAVY 
H S ESTABLISHED PROCE6SING CENTERS AT TRAVIS AFB CA ANO 'PHILADELPHIA, 
PA TO ASSIST NAVY AND DEFENSE EMPLOYEES RETURNED TO CONUS BECAUSE OF 
REDUCTION IN FORCE AT THE U.s. DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE (DAD), SAIGON. 
THUS FAR. ALMOST 200 EMPLOYEES HAVE BEEN PROCESSED THROUGH THE TWO 
CENTERS. THE NAVY REGIONAL OFFICES OF CIVILIAN MANPOWER MANAGEMENT 

- IN SAN FRANCISCO AND PHILADELPHIA MANAGE THE CENTERS, WHICH ARE 
STAFFED WITH SPECIALISTS FROM LOCAL NAVY AND OTHER DOD ACTIVITIES. 
MANY, BUT NOT ALL, DAD EMPLOYEE~HAVE RETURN RIGHTS TO OFFENSE 
ACTIVITIES IN THE UNITED STATES. THE PROCESSING CENTERS MAKE TAO 
ASSIGNMENTS TO CONUS ACTIVITIES DURING THE RIF NOTICE PERIOD, 
PAGE 03 RUENAAA3708 UNCLAS 
ARRANGE FOR PAY AND TRANSPORTATION, AND PROVIDE PERSONAL COUNSELING 
ANf) ASSISTANCE. NA'VY· AND DOD ACTIVITIES IN THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY 
AREA HAVE CONTRIBUTED ASSISTANCE TO T~E TRAVIS AFB PRUCESSING CENTER. 

C. NEW UNIFORM CHANGES ANNOUNCED. A VARIETY OF CHANGES TO 
THE MALE OFFICER AND ENLISTED UNIFORMS WERE APPROVED LAST WEEK BY 
THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS. THE CHANGES ARE THE RESULT OF AN 
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THREE HOURS AFTER THE LAST AIRDRQP. 
A : rCA N 'T H E L P 0 NTH AT, I J tJ S T f) 0 N'T K N OI~ • I AM TO L f) 

THERE WAS A BROADCAST IN THE MORNING THAT CAME OUT OF PHN 
PEI\JH THAT REFERRED TO A CAPITlJLATION, BUT EXACTLY HOW MUC' 
CREDIBILITY WAS GIVEN TO THAT UNDER THOSE CONFUSED CIRCUM 
STANCES, I DON'T KNO,~'. 

0: WAS THAT ON THE 18TH OF APRIL, CAMBODIA TIME? 
A: NO, IT ~/AS THE l7TH, CAf.1f300IA TIME., 
Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY CHANGE AT ALL IN THE ALERT STATUS,'F . 

MARINES ON OKINA\-/A OR HAVE ANY MOVED TO THE PHILIPPINES, OR"A'N, 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4367 UNCLAS " 
MORE ON SHIPS? HAS THERE BEEN ANY MOVEMENT AT ALL OF THE MA~ 

A: THE MARINES IN THAT AREA ARE ESSENTIALLY IN THE SAME 
THEY WERE YESTERI1AY. I BEll EVE THERE WERE TWD tv1ARINE SECURITY 
OETACHI-1ENTS PUT ABOARD TWO USNS VESSELS -- THE GREENVILLE 'Vlc'T£:iRY~;' 
AND THE KIMBRO AND THOSE ARE OFF THE COAST OF VIETNAM. YOU-REMEM­
BER WE USED THOSE TO EVACUATE REFUGEES FROM THE COAST BEFOR~. 

C: WEREN'T THEY TAKEN OFF? 
A: YOIl SEE ONE OF THE GREAT ADVANTAGES OF MARINES IS THAT 

THEY'RE MORILE, YOU CAN MOVE THEM AROUND. 
C: WHEN WERE THEY PUT ON? APPARENTLY THEY'RE GETTING READY 

FOR ANOTHER EVACUATION. 
A: WITHIN THE LAST DAY OR SO. 
Q: WHERE WERE THEY TAKEN FROM? 
A: I BEL I EVE THE Y \.J ERE T J\ K E I\) FRO M THE S I J B I CAR E A 1,-1 H I CHI S 

WHERE THE REST OF THE MARINES ARE. 
Q: THEY WERE PART OF THE DETACHMENT THER~ -- THE 7~0 THAT 

CAME DOI.JN FROM OKINA\.JA OR THE 150'" THAT WERE f~RC1UGHT 1)0\o/N LATER? 
A: I DON'T KNOw IF IT WOULD BE RELEVANT TO TRACE THEM LIKE 

THAT BECAUSE THEY'RE ALL CAPABLE OF PERFORMING THE SAME TYPE 
OF MIS S I ON S. 
BT 
#4367 
NNNN 
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SECTION 4 OF 5 

Q: IT'S NOT A NEW GROUP FROM OKINAWA? 
A: NO. 
Q: HOW /.IIANY? 
A: THE LAST TIME! THINK WE SAID THE DETACHMENT WOULD BE 4~ 

DR 50 OR SOf"lE,../HERE IN THAT ARF.:A. I ASSUME IT'S SIt-1ILAR TO THAT. 
Q: A~E THESE SHIPS STANDING OFF THE COAST OF VIETNAM? 
A: NO y I DON'T KNOW THAT THEY'RE STANDING OFF, BUT THEV'RE 

OPERATING OFF THE COAST. 
Q: WE'RE NOT HAULING REFUGEES OUT OF THERE ANYMORE, ARE WE? 
~\: NOT NO'll. 
Q: \<iHV I,JERE THE MAR If\IES PUT BACK ON IT THEN? THEY IvERE ORIG­

fNM.LY PUT THERE TO I.1AINTAlf\j ORDER AMONG REFUGEES? 
A.:" S LJ R E. AS YOU K N 0\-1, PH A N RANG H 1\ S. vi I T H I NTH E LAS T D A V 

OR SO, APPARENTLY REEN TAKEK OVER BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
PAGE 2 RlJF:KJCS 43h8 UNCLAS 
FORCES IN THAT AREA AND WHETHER THERE ARE SOME REFUGEES TO BE 
EVACUATED FROM THAT COAST DOWN TO THE SAIGON AREA, I DON'T 
KNOW. I SUSPECT THAT I'S A PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE JUST ON THESE 
T\.oIO SH IPS. 

Q: ARE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE SITLL MpVING PEOPLE OUT OF PHU 
OUOC? 

A: I THINK THE MOVEMENT DOWN TO PHU Duoc THAT OUR SH~PS 
HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN WAS ENDED SEVERAL DAYS AGO. THEY 0FF-
LOA 0 E 0 ALL 0 F THO S E P EO P LET HAT W ERE G 0 Ir~ G TOP H U Q lJ 0 C. \,1 HE THE R 
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARE DOING SONE MOVEMENT WITH THEIR OWN 
SHIPS, I JUST DON'T KNOW. 

0: 00 1-1 E H A V E ANY S H 0 R F. - j; A SED PER SON N E L A T V LJ NG TAU? 
A: YOU MEAN MARINES OR PEOPLE "LIKE THAT? 
Q: MAR INES OR NAVY PEOPLE ASHORE e.· 

A: I DOUBT IT VERY MUCH, I<JE CAN CHECK AND SEE. I THINK WE 
HAVE NO ONE ASHORE THERE. 

Q: DID THE ENTERPRISE JUST PICK UP EQUIPMENT OR PEOPLE IN 
MANILA? 

A: WE'LL SEE WHAT WE CAN GET FOR VOU ON THE ENTERPRISE. I 
DON'T THINK THAT SHE DID. BUT WE'LL CHECK AND SEE. 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4368 UNCLAS 

Q: I'D LIKE AN EXPLANATION 
A: YOU KNOW TO ANSWER THAT 

OF WHY SHE SAILED SO SOON. 
YOU'VE GOT TO COVER WHAT SHE'S 

").~ J ~O I LfJs 
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nOING NOW AND WHAT THEMANS ARE FOR HER AND WE WON'T BE ABLE 
TO 00 THAT, 115 USIJAL. 

Q: '.>JHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE EVACUATION? HOW MANY DID WE-
GET OFF AND HOW MANY ARE STILL THERE? 

A: ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT FROM VIETNAM? 
(.): YES. 
A: YOU SHOllLD ASK THE STATE DEPARTMENT ABOUT THAT. A \-IORK­

[NG FIGURE HAS BEEN ABOUT 4,000. I'/HAT THE NUi>1f:lE? NOW IS, I 
DON'T KNnW. 

(.): SEVERAL DAYS AGO I ASKED FOR A DEFINITION OF 'MINIMAL 
r'JUf;1BER' OF AMERICANS IN SOlJTH VIETNM-1. DO YOU HAVE AN ANSWER 
Ol-J THAT? 

A: NO. BUT IF THERE WERE TO BE AN ANSWER ON THAT, STATE 
DEPARTMENT WOULD HAVE TO PRnVIOE IT,NOT US. 

Q: 00 YOU HAVE ANY EVIDENCE OF MASSACRE BY THE NORTH VIET­
NAMESE OF PEOPLE WHO WERE FRIENDLY OR WORKED WITH AMERICANS 
IN AREAS ALREADY TAKEN OVER BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE? 

A: THERE HAVE BEEN A ~UMBER OF MESSAGES ON THAT. I HAVE 
rAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4368 UNCLAS 
NOT SEEN THE DETAILS MYS~LF. THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS OF A 
NLJMf;ER OF INCIDENTS WHICH 00 INDICATE THAT THBBE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE AND VIET CONG FORCES THAT HAVE MOVEn INTO THOSE AREAS 
HAVE CARRIED OUT SOME APPA~ENTLY RLOOOY REPRISALS. WE'LL SEE 
IF THERE IS ANYTHING WE CAN GET YOU. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY FIGURES ON PEOPLE INVDLVED? 
A: NO, I HAVE NOT SEEN THE DETAILS BUT AM AWARE OF THE 

REPORTS AND WEILL SEE WHAT WE CAN GET TO GIVE TO YOU. I 
DON'T PERSONALLY KNOW WHAT ~UMHERS ARE INVOLVED. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE THE AREAS INVOLVED? 
A: r DON'T KNOW IF ANY OF THESE REPORTS ARE CONFIRMED. 

SOI'1E OF THEM ARE FROf>l PRETTY RELIARLE .SOURCES. I DON'T KNOW 
THE AREt\S. BUT wE WILL TRY TO PROVIDE W.HATEVER KIND OF SPECIFIC 
[)ETAILSARE AVA[LABLE. 

Q: ARE ANY SOUTH VIETNAMESE BUSINESSMEN TRAVELING BACK AND 
FORTH BETWEEN SAIGON AND DANANG? IS THERE ANY CONTACT BETWEEN 
THE COM~ERCIAL CONTACTS? 

A: I T H INK YO LJ \ol Ol J L D WAN T T 0 ASK S TAT E MHl U T T HAT • 
Q: HOW MANY NVA DIVISIONS ARE NOW IN THE SOUTH? 
A: THE LATEST FIGURE THAT I HAVE SHm~s THAT THERE ARE STILL 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4368 UNCLA~ 
20 NORTH VIETNAMESE DIVISIONS OUT OF THE 22 THAT THEY HAVE. WHAT 
Wf:'VE SEEN IS A r"OVEMENT SOUTHWAR.D OF THE ONES ALREADY IN SOUTH 
VIETNAM. 

(.): IS THIS IN THE LAST FEW DAYS? 
A: I'VE JUST GIVEN YOU TWO THIS MORNING THAT WE KNOW 

ARE IN MR II. THERE HAVE BEEN INDICATIONS FOR SOME DAYS 
THAT SOME UNITS HAVE BEEN MOVING SOUTHWARD. 

C: HAVE ELEMENTS OF THE TWO REMAINING NVN DIVISIONS MOVED 
S(JUTHWARD? 

A: I DON'T HAVE ANYT~ING ON THAT SUBJECT THAT JeAN DISCUSS 
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WITH YOU RIGHT NOW. 
PART II: QUERlES OF SIGNIFICANCE: 
Q: WHAT BECOMES OF THE $h MILLION IN UNDELIVERED MIlITA~Y 

MATERIEL FOR CAMROO[A? 
A: THE DEPARTMENT OF O~FENSE IS DETERMINING WHETHER THE 

56 MILLION REMAINING IS ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE FUNDED CAMBODIA 
MAP PI~or,RAM DR TO THE SPEC I AL ORAWDOV/N AIJTHfJR lTY. ONCE THI S 
IS OETERMINEO y APPROPRIATE DISPOSITION OF THE MATERIEL WILL 
BE MADE. 

0: HOW MUCH MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (MAP) WAS ALLOTTED 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4368 UNCLAS 
TO CAMRn~IA TH[S YEAR? 

A: CONGRESS PLACED ,A $2(1~ MILLION STATUTORY CEILING ON THE 
CA!vlBfJDIA MAP PROr,RAM AI\)D ALSO GRANTED $75 NILLION IN SPECIAL 
ORAWDOWN AUTHORITY. 

Q: CAN YOU PROVIDE A SUMMARY OF MAP FUNDS PROGRAMMED AND 
DELIVERED TO C~MRODIA. 

A: DURING FY 1950-75, $1.264 BILLION WAS PROGRAMMED FOR 
THE CAMBODIA MAP PROGRAM. OF THIS, Bl.258 BILLION HAS BEEN 
DELIVERi=O. 

0: ~DQ MANY CAMBODIAN A~D SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY STUDENTS 
UNDERGOING TRAINING IN U.S.? 

A: APPROXIMATELY 220 CM"tjOrJIANS AND 250 SIJIJTH VIETNAMESE AS 
OF 3 APRIL. 

Qi HAS AIRDROP BEEN SUSPENDED? 
A: YES. 
C: WHEN WAS THE LAST AIRDROP AT PHNOM PENH? 

. A: THE LAST AIRDROP INTO PHNOM PENH WAS RICE. IT OCCURRED 
SHORTLY AFTER l~ A.M. LOCAL TIME (11 P.M. EDTt. 

Q: WHEN WAS THE LAST AIRDROP IN CAM~ODIA? 

A: THE LAST AIRDROP IN CAMBODIA OCCURRED AT 3:30 P.M. LOCAL 
EH 
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RlJCLBFA T CDR.J.J.I CDJU>S FORT HOOD TX 
P 182301Z APR 75 ZNZI 
FM SECOEF WASH DC 
TO AIG 8799 
AIG 8798 
6T 
lJNCLAS 5639 ~]tt 
SECTION 5 OF 5 
TIMES 14:30 A.M. EDT) AT KDMPONG CHNANG. 

Q: WHEN DOES THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE PLAN TO WITHDRAW U.S. 
FORCES FROM THAILAND? 

A! THIS MATTER IS A SUBJECT OF CONTINUING DISCUSSIONS 
BETW~EN THE IJ.S. GOVERNMENT AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THAILAND. 
THE D~TAILS HAVE NOT YET BEEN FINALIZED. 

Q: WHAT'S THE HANCOCK DOING IN S[NGAPORE? 
A: PORT VIST/LIRERTY. 

- Q: IS THE HANCOCK DUF. TO RETURN TO U.S. FOR RETIREMENT? 
A: AS PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED HY THE NAVY, THE HANCOCK IS DUE 

FOR U!ACTIVATION SOi"'ETII~lE IN FY '76. HANCOCK IS ON ITS LAST 
WESTPAC DEPLOYMENT. 

Q: ARE THE MARINES STILL ABOARD THE HANCOCK? OKINAWA? 
IF NOT WHERE ARE THEY? 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4369 UNCLAS 

A: THE NARINE HELD DETACHMENT IS STILL ABOARti T~E HANCOCK, 
,'.IARINES ASSIGNED TO THE OKINAWA ARE INSUBIC BAY. 

Q: WHERE ARE THE DURHAM AND THE FREDERICK? 
A:BOTH SHIPS ARE IN HONG KONG. . 

Q: WHERE ARE THE REST OF THE SHIPS ~HAT WERE WITH THE 
OKINAWA IN THE GULF OF SISM? 

A: IN PORT SUHIe BAY. 
Q: WHERE IS THE 1500 MAN BN. OF MARINES WHICH DEPARTED 

SUBIC LAST WEEK? 
A: AT SEA. 
Q: CAN WE HAVE A COMPLETE RUNDOWN ON THE [\lUMBER AND TYPES 

OF SHIPS AT SUSIe? 
A: AIRCRAFT CARRIERS: 1/OESTROYERS; 13/CRIIlSERS: lIREPlENISH­

;ItENT: 9/tIMPHIBIOUS: 5 
Q: IS THERE A SIZABLE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF SOVIET SHIPS 

IN THE INDIAN OCEAN? 
A: NO. THE SOVIETS HAVE MAINTAINED ABOUT 20 SHIPS IN THE 

INDIAN OCEAN FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. THE BULK OF THESE SHIPS ARE 
SUPPORT OR AUXILIARY SHIPS. 

Q: HOW MANY SOVIET SHIPS WORLDWIDE ARE INVOLVED IN THE 
PAGE 3"RLJEKJCS 4369 lJNCLAS 
CURRENT EXERCISE? 

A: UNKNOWN AT THIS TIr-1E • 
. ~ 
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0: WHEN DID TASS ANNOUNCE THIS EXERCISE? 
A: APRIL 1~. 1975. 
Q: WHAT IS THE SOVIET NAME FOR THIS EXERCISE? 
A: SPRING EXERCISE. 
Q: HOW MANY DESERTERS AT LARGE IN VIETNAM? 
A: AS OF DECEMBER 1973 THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE HAD 

EVIDENCE OF ONLY 5 U.S. MILITARY DESERTERS IN SOUTH VIETNAM. 
0: ANY NO'rJ SHOWING UP IN VIETNAN? 
A: NO REPORTS OF ANY. 
Q: WHAT HAPPENS TO THEM IF THEY DO SHOW UP? 
A: THEY WOULD BE ASSISTED IN EVACUATION AND BE SUBJECT TO 

ARREST AND PROSECUTION FOR THE AHSENTEE OFFENSE. 
BT 
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FM SECDEF WA~H ~ 
TO AIG 3799 .,4Ct1 "-U 
AIG 8798 f{~ r 

~~CLAS 8905·· I IN r 
SEC T I ON 1 OF 6 -:sit S',)I'\. 
FROM OASD/PA ry 
FOK INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS 
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF D~FENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING 

PART I: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING BY MGEN SIDLE, DASD/PA 
TUESDAY, APRIL 22, 1975, 11:15 A.M. 

1; ON THE HILL: I KNOW OF NO PREPARED STATEM~NTS FOR ANY 
DOD REPRESENTATIVES. WE DO HAVE MR. ABRAMOWITZ, THE DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE lISA) APPEARING AT 10:00 O'CLOCK 
TODAY IN OPEN SESSION OF THE HOUSE ARMED SERV·ICE-S cmH-lITTEE ON 
AID TO VIETNAM. HE DOES NOT HAVE A STATEMENT. 

~' 

'~ 
~ ... 

." -

LGEN HOWARD FISH, DIRECTOR OF DEFENSE SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
AGENCY, WILL ADDRESS THE A~ROSPACE INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION JHIS 
AFTERNOON IN SAN DIE~O. WE WILL HAVE ADVANCE COPIES OF ~lS TEXT. 

2. WE'VE GOT A COUPLE OF MEMOS FOR YOU IN YOUR PACKAGE: 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4651 UNCLAS 
ONE CONCERNING THE PROPOSED LETTER OF OFFER TO SAUDI ARA~IA 

FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN AND SUPERVISION OF CONSTRUCTION OF 
AN AIR FORCE ACADEMY IN SAUDI ARABIA. THE INITIAL PHAS~WHICH 
IS WHAT THIS IS TALKING A~OUT, WILL BE LESS THAN $25 MILLION, 
BUT WE HAVE NOTIFIED THf CONGRESS ANYWAY SINCE IT WILL COST 
MORE THAN $25 MILLION BEFORE WE'RE THROUGH. 

3. MR. CALLAWAY ANNOUNCES TODAY THAT HE HAS ESTABLtSHED 
A TASK FORCE ON THE EMPLOYMENT OF CIVILIAN WOMEN AND THE 
PURPOSE OF THIS TASK FORCE IS TO EVALUATE AND DEVELOP PLANS. 
TO IMPLENENT RECOMMENDATIONS ON ANOTHER STUDY WHICH WAS COK­
PLETED A LITTLE WHILE AGO ON THE USE OF CIVILIAN WOMEN EM­
PLOYEES WITHIN THE ARNY AND OF COURSE THE GOAL IS TO HAVE 
MORE, AND GIVE THEM A BETTER CAREER PROGRAM. 

Q HOW MANY MARINES HAVE BEEN MOVED OUT OF. OKINAWA; WHERE 
HAVE THEY GONE AND WHAT'S THE MARINE COMPLEMENT NOW? 

A: LET'S FIRST GET ONE RULE STRAIGHT HERE, I'M NOT GOING 
TO DISCUSS TROOP MOVEMENTS OTHER THAN THOSE THAT YOU'RE 
FAMILIAR WITH. 

Q: HOW ABOUT COMPLETED TROOP MOVEMEHTS1 
A: IN SOME CASES WE CAN DISCUSS THE COMPLETED ONES. THE 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4651 UNCLAS 
PRESIDENT AS YOU KNOW LAST NIGHT CONFIRMED AND I BELIEVE HIS 
INTERROGATORS ALSO MENTIONED THE SIZE -- IT WAS A BATTALION 
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MOVING' FROM HAWAII TO THE PACIFIC AND, AS HE SArD~ TO TAKE 
liP THE SLACK. THESE PEOPLE ARE GOING OllT AS A PRUDENT PRE­
CAIJTIONARY '-tEASURE JUST IN CASE THEY'RE NEEDED. THEY' HAVE NO 
SPECIFIC MISSION AT THIS TIME. AS FAR AS TROOPS LEAVING. 
OKINAWA ARE CONCERNED, THERE ARE NONE AND AS FAR AS FUTURE • 
PLANS ARE CONCERNED, AS YOU KNOW WE HAVE MANY CONTINGENCIES AND 
WE DON'T HAVE ANY SPECIFIC PLANS AT THIS TIME. WE'RE GOING TO 
WAIT AND SEE HOW THE SITUATION TURNS OUT. I SHOULDN'T SAY WE 
DON'T HAVE ANY SPECIFIC PLANS, WE HAVE MANY SPECIFIC PLANS BUT 
NONE ARE BEING IMPLEMENTED. 

Q: \O/HEN YOU SAY NONE HAVE LEFT OK INAWA •••• 
A: OTHER THAN THEONES WE'VE ALREADY ANNOUNCED. NO ADDITIONAL 

MARINES HAVE LEFT WITHIN THE LAST DAY. I THINK THAT'S WHAT WE'RE 
TALKING ABOUT. 

Q: ARE ANY BEING ORDERED ABOARD A~PHIBIOUS SHIPS? 
A: NO, NOT AT THIS TIME. I'M NOT SAYING IT WON'T HAPPEN. 
Q: HOW ABOUT THE TOTAL NUMHER OF MARINES ON BOARD SHIPS 

IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA? 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4651 UNCLAS / 

A: WE'RE STILL AT A80UT THE 4.000 LEVEL. I'M TALKING 
COMBAT MARINES. I'M NOT TALKING HELICOPTER MECHANICS AND THE 
STATION COMPLEMENTS SO TO SPEAK. 

Q: THE AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS THAT LEFT A COUPLE"OF WEEKS AGO, 
STOPPED AT OKINAWA, IS THAT CORRECT? \ 

A: THEY WE E BRIEFLY THERE, AND ARE NO~ DOWN IN THE SOUTH 
CHINA SEA AREA. 

Q: THEY DIDN'T TAKE ON MAR~ IN OKINAWA·? . ll-L} 
A: MY INFORMATION IS 'NO.' Q~_~~ 
0: "THAT'S DIFFERENT FROM INFORMATION THAT W~S AVAILABLE ~ . 

HERE YESTERDAY. 
A: LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION, BUT I'M QUITE SURE I'M RIGHT 

ON THIS. 
Q: CAN I COME BACK TO THIS POINT, YOUR ORIGINAL STATEMENT 

THAT YOU WILL NOT DISCUSS TROOP MOVEMENTS? I THINK WE ARE 
NOT ENGAGED IN WAR, HENCE THE PURPOSE OF ANY TROOP MOVEMENTS 
IS CONNECTED WITH A HUMANITARIAN MISSION. I WOULD LIKE YOU 
TO EXPLAIN TO US, TO OUR READERS, WHY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT 
REFUSES TO DISCUSS TROOP MOVEMENTS? 

A: WE DO THE BEST WE CAN TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF ANYONE 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4651 UNCLAS 
WITH WHOME WE ARE GOING TO TAKE HUMANITARIAN ACTIONS, SUCH AS 
AN EVACUATION, AS WE TALKED ABOUT IN THE PHNOM PENH AFFAIR. 
THERE'S JUST NO POINT IN GIVING THE GUY WHO MIGHT BE SHOOTING 
AT SOMEBODY YOU'RE TRYING TO HELP ANY INFORMATION THAT WOULD 
BE HELPFUL TO HIM AT SUCH A TIME. OHVIOUSLY, SOME OF THE INFOR­
MATION GETS OUT AND WE'RE WILLING TO CONFIRM IT IN MOST CASES, 
BUT OUR FEELING IS THE LESS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE KNOW ABOUT 
WHAT WE'RE DOING, THE BETTER OFF EVERYBODY IS. 

Q: THAT'S A MARVELOUS QUOTE. 'THE LESS THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
KNOW WHAT ItlE AR E ABO.UT, TH E BET TER. • • 
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A: WHAT WE'RE DOING THE BETTER, YES, OR ANY OTHER POTENTIAL 
INTERFERER WITH SOMETHING THAT WE MAY DECIDE TO 00 •. 

Q: WHERE ARE THE MARINES FROM HAWAII GOING? 
A: TO THE WESTERN PACIFIC. 
Q: INCLUDING THOSE MARINES, HOW MANY WILL WE HAVE IN THE 

WESTERN PACIFIC? 
A: I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION, I DON'T KNOW THE FIGURE, IT'LL 

BE MORE THAN THAT? 
Q: YOU SAY WE ALREADY HAVE 4,000 THERE. 
A: YOU SAID WESTERN PACIFIC, THAT INCLUDES OKINAWA. 

PAf,E 6 RUEKJCS 4651 UNCLAS 
Q: IN THE WATERS AROUND, BETWEEN THE PHILIPPINES AND •••• 
A: THAT'S STILL IN THE 4,000 BRACKET. 
Q: SO YOU'RE SAYING THESE PEOPLE ARE NOT GOING TO THAT AREA? 
A: I'M NOT SAYING WHERE THEY'RE GOING, THAT'S WHAT I'M 

SAY I NG. 
Q: CAN YOU TELL US HOW MANY TROOPS ARE INVOLVED IN THIS . ~ 

MOVEMENT FROM HAWAII; IS THAT 1500? '/ 
A: THAT'S HIGH. IT'S A BATTALION. YOU KNOW BATTALIONS RUN ~. 

BETWEEN 80~ AND 1,000 OR SO. 
c: YOU'RE ~OT RULING OUT THE POSSIBILITY THIS BATTALION'S 

GOING TO WIND UP IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, ARE 'YOU? 
A: I'M REALLY NOT RULING OUT ANY POSSIBILITY., BUT WE'RE 

NOT GOING TO SAY WHERE THEY'RE GOING. 
Q: IF THEY'RE GOING TO 'BEEF-UP' WHAT ARE THEY GOING TO' 

'BEEF-UP'? 
A: WELL WE HAVE THE FORCES IN OKINAWA; THEY ARE AVAILABLE 

TO BE BEEFED-UP. WE'VE FROM TIME-TO-TIME STATIONED TROOPS IN 
A NUMBER OF PLACES OUT THERE.' 

HERE AGAIN WE SEE NO POINT IN REVIEWING THIS AT THIS TIME. 
Q: THEY'RE NOT GOING TO SUBIC ARE THEY? 

BT 
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ECTION 2 OF 6 
A: I'M NOT SAYING WHERE THEY'RE GOING. 
0: DID THEY GO BY COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT, SOME OF THEM? 
A: THERE WERE SOME CHARTER AIRCRAFT. 
Q: WHY DID YOU HAVE TO TURN TO CHARTER AIRCRAFT? 
A: I THINK IT WAS DONE REALLY FOR ECONOMIC REASONS, I 

DON'T KNOW. I'LL TAKE YOUR QUESTION. 
0: I ASKED THA~. ARE YOU SHORT ON AIRLIFT CAPACITY NOW TO 

TAKE PEOPLE OUT OF SAIGON? 
A: I\IOT AT THE PRESENT TIME. • 
0: THAT'S THE STORY OUT OF SAIGON TODAY. THERE'S A BIG 

BACKLOG OF PE()PLE. , 
A: LET ME REMIND YOU THAT WE HAVE IN OUR INVENTORY SOME 

247 C-141S; I DON'T REMEMBER THE FIGURE ON 130S -- IT'S 
BIGGER THAN THAT. SO MAYBE WE'RE SHORT AT ONE PARTICULAR TIME, 
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BUT I CAN'T SEE HOW WE WOULD BE SHORT OVERALL. IN ADDITION, 
WE HAVE A GREAT NUMBER OF CHARTERS AVAILABLE. WE'VE BEEN USING 
CHARTER PLANES FOR A LONG TIME. 

0: THERE WAS A C-130 THAT WAS FIRED· UPON FROM TAN SON NHUT. 
A: IT WAS REPORTEDLY FIREOUPON. 
0: THE PENTAGON HAS THE REPORT THAT IT WAS FIRE PPON. 
A: WHEN YOU READ THE REPORT, YOU'RE NOT AT ALL SUR~ THEY 

WERE FIRED UPON ORNOT •. 
0: FROM WHAT WAS BELIEVED TO BE A 51 MM •••• 
A: WHEN YOU READ THE REPORT YOU'RE NOT AT ALL SURE THEY WERE 

FIRED UPON. I'M NOT CONFIR~ING THAT STORY. THE PILOT REPORTED 
THE POSSIBILITY THAT HE WAS FIRED UPON.' AT THIS TIME IT'S VERY 
HARD TO TELL, WHETHER HE WAS OR NOT. 

Q: JUST WHAT WAS HE CARRYING DO YOU KNOW? EVACUEES? 
A: I'LL HAVE TO CHECK THAT. I DIDN'T GET THAT PART. LET ME 

TAKE THE QUESTIONS ON THAT. 
Q: THIS WAS A MILITARY PilOT? 
A: THIS WAS A MILITARY PilOT. 
0: REPORTEDLY FIRED UPON BY WHAT? 
A: BY SOMETHING ON HIS WAY IN OR OUT OF TAN SON NHUT. 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4652 UNCLAS 
Q: MISSILE OR WHAT? 
A: NO, IT WASN'T MISSILE. IT WAS SOME KINO OF SMALL ARMS 
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OR PERHAPS SOME KIND OF ANTIAIRCRAFT WEAPON, BUT NOT A MISSILE. 
Q: BUT HE WASN'T HIT. 
A: HE WAS NOT HIT, IN ANY CASE. THAT'S RIGHT. WE'RE STILL 

CHECKING ON THIS IKE (PAPPAS). THE THING IS STILL PRETTY HAZ-Y, 
AT THE MOMENT. 

0: ON THE MIDWAY, HAVf THEY PUT AODITInNAL HELICOPTERS ON 
THE MID\.JAY FOR THE EVACUATION? 

A: I'LL TAKE THAT. WE PUT A FEW EXTRA ON ONE OF THEM. 
0: HOW MUCH OF A THREAT ARE THS SA-7S AND SA-2S NOW AT TAN 

SON NHUT? DO WE KNOW? 
A: RIGHT NOW THERE'S NOT MUCH OF A THREAT. THE SITUATfON 

ON THESA-2S IS A LITTLE HAZY, I WOULD REMIND YOU HOWEVER, 
THAT FOR THEM TO BE EFFECTIVE OVER TAN SON NHUT THEY HAVE TO 
BE wITHIN ABOUT 20 MILES. THEY CAN'T SHOOT FROM PHUC BINH INTO 
TAN SON NHUT, THEY DON'T HAVE THAT CAPABILITY. THE SA-7 PICTURE 
IS EVEN MORE HAZY. AGAIN, THAT'S, AS YOU KNOW, A RELATIVELY 
SHORT RANGE WEAPON SO THEY'D HAVE TO BE CLOSE. I DON'T WANT 
TO SAY THERE'S NO CHANCE OF IT HAPPENING BECAUSE YOU KNOW 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4652 UNCLAS 
THEY COULD ALWAYS SNEAK IN AND POP OFF A COUPLE, BUT AS FAR 
AS ~EING CLOSE ENOUGH FOR EITHER ONE TODAY, I'D SAY THE ANSWER 
TO THAT HAS TO BE NO, IN GENERAL TERMS. • 

0: BUT IS IT NOT CORRECT THAT TECHNICALLY TH~ SAM-7S SEEM 
TO BE WITHIN RANGE OF TAN SON NHUT NOW? 

A: I'D SAY TECHNICALLY, NO, I'D SAY THAT AGAIN FROM A PRAC­
TICAL STANDPOINT AFTER ALL THEY HAVE IN THE PAST SNEAKED IN UN 
TON SON NHUT A NUMBER OF TIMES WITH A NUMBER OF KINDS OF 
WEAPONS BUT THEYREALLY AREN'T THAT CLOSE FOR THE SA-7. 

Q: I'N NOT TALKING ABOUT THE 5A-7, I'M SORRY IF I DID, I 
MEAN THE SAM-2. IS TECHNICALLY WITHIN RANGE OF TAN SON NHUT, MAY­
BE NOT WITHIN EFFECTIVE, PRACTICAL RANGE BUT THEY'RE WITHIN 
RANGE. , 

A: I'M THINKING MORE ABOUT EFFECTIVE, PRACTICAL, I GUESS 
TECHNICALLY YOU'D HAVE TO SAY THEY MUST BE SOMEPLACE IN THE 
PERIPHERY WHERE THEY COULD SET THEM UP IF THEY HAPPEN TO FIND 
OUT WHERE IT WAS, ETC. THAT'S A HARD QUESTION, THAT'S PRETTY 
THEORETICAL. 

Q: HOW CLOSE ARE THEY NOW? 
A: I'VE ALREADY ANSWERED THE OUESTION, OUR OPINION IS AS 

AGE 5 RUEKJCS 4652 UNCLAS 
OF TODAY, THEY'RE NOT CLOSE ENOUGH. 

Q: HOW MANY SHIPS ARE IN PHIBRON V? 
A: WE WERE TALKING ABOUT THAT JUST BEFORE I CAME IN, IT'S 

EITHER FIVE OR SEVEN. LET ME TAKE THAT. 
Q: IF SOME EMERGENCY AROSE THAT NECESSITATED THE IMMEDIATE 

EVACUATION OF ALL AMERICANS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM, ARE THE FORCES 
AVAILABLE IN THE SOUTH CHINA'SEA NOW ADEQUATE TO GET THEM ALL 
OUT SAfELY? 

A: CERTAINLY THERE~S ENOUGH LIFT, IF THAT'S YOUR QUESTION. 
Q: NO, THAT'S NOT MY QUESTION. 
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A: THAT'S JUST TOO THEORETICAL, IT WOULD DEPEND ENTIRELY 
ON THE SITUATION. THERE'S NO POINT IN GETtING INTO ~ DISCUS­
SION_OF THE UMPTEEN DIFFE~ENT POSSIBILITIES THAT COULD OCCUR. 
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES THEY'RE ABSOLUTELY ENOUGH; IN '. 
OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES THEY'RE PROBABLY NOT. 

Q: IN OTHER WORDS IT'S CONCEIVABLE TO YOU THAT CIRCUMSTANCES 
COULD ARISE WHERE THE AMERICANS COULD NOT BE GOTtEN OUT SAFELY 
--THE REMAINING AMERICANS. 

A: THAT'S ALWAYS CONCEIVABLE, I DON'T CONSIDER THAT AS A 
PROBABILITY. 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4652 UNClAS 

0: WHEN YOU SAY ENOUGH LIFT ARE YOU REFERRING TO HELI­
COPTERS IN A ONE-SHOT OPERATION OR ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT 
ALL THE AIRLIFT AIRCRAFT NOW AVAILABLE? 

A: AS YOU KNOW, OUR CONTINGENCY PLANS COVER ALL THREE 
CONTINGENCIES AND MAYBE WE EVEN HAVE SOME MORE ALTHOUGH 
I CAN'T THINK OF ANY. I WAS TALKING OF TOTAL LIFT. AGAIN, 
SPECULATING ON ALL OF THE POSSIBLE EVENTUALITIES, IT'S 
INTERESTING BUT IT ISN'T REALLY VERY WORTHWHILE ENDEAVOR 
FOR ME TO GET INTO. 

Q: YOU MEAN ALL AMERICANS OUT? 
A: THAT'S THE QUESTION, ALL AMERICANS. 
Q: WHAT ABOUT THE VIETNAMESE? 
A: HERE AGAIN YOU'RE FACING THE PROBLEM OF HDW '~ANY THE 

CONGRESS IS GOING TO AUTHORIZE AND W, D'S 'DING TO MAKE THE 
DECISION, ETC. 

0: FOR THE SAKE OF ARGUMENT WHAT ABOUT TH~ FIGURE THAT'S 
OFTEN USED, 175,000, ImAT PERCENTAGE OF THAT NUMBER COULD BE 
GOTTEN OUT WITH THE LIFT CAPACITY WE NOW HAVE? 

A: IT WOULD DEPEND ON HOW iou DID IT. I DON'T WANT 
TO SPECULATE ON THAT. 
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ECTION 3 OF 6 
Q: DO TH BE CONTINGENCY PLANS INCLUDE THE POSSIBILITY OF 

CALLING IN FORCES OTHER THAN MARINES SUCH AS THE AIRBONRE? 
I UNDERSTOOD FROM WHAT THE PRESIDENT SAID THAT IF NECESSARY 
WE WILL PROTECT OUR OPERATIONS TO EVACIJATE AMERICANS ANO 
THAT MIGHT REQUI~E SOMETHING MORE THAN JUST A SHOW. 

.. 

A: WE WOULD AGAIN HAVE TO PLAY IT BY EAR, AUT IT'S POSSIBLE 
TO CONCEPTUALIZE A SITUATION WHERE YOU'VE GOT TO HAVE MORE 
FORCES. 

Q: WELL HAS THE AIRBORNE FOR INSTANCE BEEN ALERTED? HAS 
THERE BEEN ANY ALERT IN THE UNITED STATES FOR" THOSE UNITS? 

A: I'M NOT GOING TO SPECULATE ON THAT. I'LL VIOLATE MY OWN 
R U LEA N D TELL YOU THE AN S W E R I S NO. THE R E ' V E H E'E N A LOT 0 F 
RUMORS FLOATING AROUND ON THIS AND IT'D BE WORTHWHILE TO SAY 
NO SO YOU WON'T BE MISLED •• 
PAGE Z RUEKJCS 4653 UNCLAS 

Q: FROM YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF HELICOPTER OPERATioNS, IS IT pos­
SIBLE TO USE HELICOPTERS TO LIFT AMERICANS OUT OF DOWNTOWN 
SPOTS IN SAIGON? 

A: OH YES • 
. Q: THERE ARE PLACES WHERE THIS COULD BE DONE? 

A: I DON'T KNOW HOW MUCH YOU'VE BEEN ABLE TO READ UP ON 
THE PHNOM PENH AFFAIR BIlT THERE WERE A NUMBER OF LANDlNG lONES. 
THAT'S THE ONE ADVANTAGE OF THE HELICOPTER IT DOESN'T HAVE TOO 
MUCH LIFT CAPACITY BUT IT CAN GO ALMOST ·ANYWHERE. 

Q: ARE YOU FAMILIAR WITH THE PLAZA OR PARK AT THE CONTIN­
ENTAL PALACE HOTEL IN FRONT OF THE ASSEMBLY BUILDING? IS THAT 
AN AREA WHERE YOU COULD PICK UP PEOPLE? 

.9P 
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r 

A: THAT WOULD BE DIFFICULT THERE BUT YOU DON'T HAVE TO GO 
VERY FAR FROM THERE TO FINO A NUMBER OF PLACES WHERE IT WOULDN'T 
BE. 

Q: YOU MEAN YOU HAVE TO HAVE A FAIRLY OPEN SPACE? 
A: AS YOU KNOW, THEY CAN GO INTO A RATHER NARROW SPACE BUT 

THERE'S REALLY NO POINT IN DOING IT UNLESS YOU HAVE TO. 
Q: HOW DO YOU GUARD AGAINST CIVILIAN HANGERS-ON LIKE AT 

DA NANG? 
PAr.E 3 RUEKJCS 4653 UNCLAS 

A: WE WOULD HOPE THAT WE WOULD HAVE THE SECURITY ON THE 
GROUND SUFFICIENTLY STRONG TO PREVENT THAT • 
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Q: THAT 20 MILES YOU MENTIONED. IS THAT THE EFFECTIVE RANGE 
F THE SA-2? 

A: IN ORDER TO SHOOT OVER THE AREA THEY WANT TO HIT WIT~ 
ANY DEGREE OF ACCURACY THEY'VE GOT TO BE WITHIN 20 MILES. 

0: THAT'S FOR THE 7 AND THE 2? 
A: NO, THAT'S THE 2. 
Q: HOW ABOUT THE 7? 
A: THAT'S 3.5 KILOMETERS. 
0: WOULD YOU PLEASE GIVE US A RUNDOWN OF THE SHIPS NOW 

IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA. PLEASE? 
A: WE HAVE THE FIVE CARRIERS AND THE NUMBER OF AMPHIBIOUS 

SHIPS TODAY. I THINK IF YOU SAID ABOUT 12 YOU'D BE CORRECT. 
Q: IS THIS THE TROOP CARRIER TYPE AND LSTS AND ALL THAT? 
A: NO. THIS DOES NOT INCLUDE THE MSC SHIPS, THAT'S A DIF­

FERENT FIGURE WHICH, AS I REMEr·mER, IS ALSO ABOUT 12 BUT WE 
CAN GET YOU THAT EXACTLY. ON TOP OF THAT, YOU KNOW, THERE ARE 
SOME FOREIGN SHIPS THAT HAVE SAID THEY'D BE WILLING TO HELP 
IN THE EVACUATION. SO IT'S A SIZEABLE NUMBER OF HOTTOMS. 
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0: HOW, HAVE YOU GOT DESTROYERS ALONG WITH THE CARRIERS 
ABOUT A DOZEN OR SO, OR WHAT? 

A: LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION, WE'LL GIVE IT TO YOU RIGHT 
AFTER. 

Q: IS PHIBRON V INCLlJOED IN THIS? 
A: PHIBRON VI IS NOW INCLUDED. 
Q: WHEN DID THAT ARRIVE? 
A: JUST NOW, MAYBE LAST NIGHT. 
Q: COULD WE GET THE DETAILS AND THE NUMBER OF SHIPS IN 

PHIBRON V AND THE NATURE OF T~OSE SHIPS? 
A: I'LL SEE WHAT I CAN GET. 
Q: HAVE THERE BEEN ANY MOVEMENTS OF PLANES INTO THAILAND? 
A: THERE'S ALWAYS MOVENENT IN AND OUT, I DON'T KNHOW WHAT 

YOU MEAN. 
0: HAVE YOU SENT ADDITIONAL PLANES INTO THAILAND? • 
A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT ONE. 
0: SPECIFICALLY, HAVE YOU SENT IN THE F-4S THAT CARRY THE 

ANTI-ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT? 
A: I WON'T COMMENT ON THAT, EVEN IF WE HAD. 

HOW MANY DESTROYERS WERE THERE? 
5 RUEKJCS 4653 UNCLAS 

A: I SAID I DON'T KNOW, I'M GOING TO LOOK THAT UP. 
Q: THE NUMBER OF THE SEALIFT CONMAND TOO, tHE CONTRACT 

HIPS. 
A: I GET THAT. 
Q: ARE THOSE AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS SIMILAR TO THE BLUE RIDGE? 
A: THERE'RE ALL DIFFERENT KINDS, THERE'S LSTS, THERE'S 

SOS, THAT'S THE BLUOE RIDGE TYPE. 
Q: IS THIS A.BIG INCREASE? I MEAN WE'VE BEEN GOING BY FOUR 

MPHIBIOUS TRANSPORTS? 
A: NO, THE BIG INCREASE IS PHIBRON V. 
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0: DO YOU HAVE TWO OR THREE MSTS SHIPS IN SAIGON NOW? 
MY UNDERSTANDING WAS THAT IT WAS FOUR BUT I'LL· CHECK 

0: WHAT ARE THEY DOING IN SAIGON, IT IS SAFE TO LIFT 
EVACUEES DOWN A RIVER THAT'S FAIRLY NARROW? 

'. 

A: I WOULD THINK WE WOULDN'T DO IT IJNLESS WE THOUGHT IT 
WAS REASONABLY SAFE. BUT REMENBER, I KEEP TELL ING YOU, WE'VE 
GOT A NUMBER OF OPTIONS STILL OPEN AND WE WANT TO KEEP THEM 
OPEN. 

Q: ASSUMING THAT THERE IS NO INTERFERENCE WITH THE EVACUATION 
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THAT'S GOING ON, HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE TO GET ALL OF THE AMER­
ICANS OUT? 

A: I CAN'T SAY BECAUSE IT WOULD AGAIN DEPEND ON THE SITUATION. 
I T DEPENDS HOW MUCH OF A RUSH WE I-IANT· TO GO INTO AND WHAT HAP­
PENS ELSEWHERE IN THE COUNTRY AND WHAT DECISIONS ARE MADE HERE. 
I JUST DON'T KNOW. 

Q: THERE HAVE BEEN SOME DECISIONS MADE AT THE WHITE HOUSE 
THIS MORNING, HAVEN'T THERE? SOME OF THE SENATORS WERE SAYING 
THEY EXPECT TO GET DOWN TO 1,5~0 AMERICANS BY THE END OF THE 
NIGHT. 

A: WE ARE IN A THINNING OUT PROCESS, TRYING TO GET DOWN TO 
THE REALLY ESSENTIAL PEOPLE. WHETHER THAT WOULD TURN OUT TO 
BE 1,500 OR 2,00~. I DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY SAID ~HIS MORNING. 

Q: HOW MANY PLANES ARE VOU USING AND TYPE FOR TAKING PEOPLE 
OUT OF SAIGON? . 

A: C-130$, C-141S AND CHARTERS. THE NUMBER, I'LL HAVE TO 
TAKE THAT QUESTION. 

Q: THE CHARTERS ARE STRETC~ DC-8S? 
A: THEY'RE ALL DIFFERENT KINDS. THEY HAVE OC-8S, 7075 • 

. Q: COULD BIRO AIR AND THOSE OTHER CHARTERS BE USED? 
fH 
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SECTION 4 OF 6 
A: BIRD AIR WAS NOTIFIED THAT THEIR CONTRACT IS OVER. 

REMEMBER, THE ORIGINAL CONTRACT HAD THEM GOING TO THE 30TH 
OF JUNE, BUT WE HAD THE OPTION OF CANCELLING EARLIER AND WE 
HAVE. 

Q: EFFECTIVE WHEN? 

\ 

A: CONTRACT TERMINATION NOTICE WAS MADE ON 19 APRIL AND 
WRITTEN NOTIFICA~ION WAS GIVEN 21 APRIL. 

liVE BEEN AKSEO ~EFORE AND I DIDN'T HAVE THEINFORMATION, .. ~. 
BUT WHAT CAN A C-141 CARRY. IN A PINCH, IF Yn~J WANT TO SEAT 
EVERYONE YOU CAN SQUEEZE IN -- 15~. FOR A SHORT HAUL YOU 

OIJLD CARRY A FEW MORE. • 
Q: HAVE YOU MOVED OTHER MARINES FROM THE U.S. TO HONOLULU 

TO TAKE UP THE SLACK OF THOSE MOVED FROM HONOLlJlU? 
A: I HAVE NO KNOWLEDGE OF THIS, LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION. 

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4654 UNCLAS 
Q: HOW MUCH AMMO WAS DESTROYED THIS MORNING AT BIEN.HOA? 
A: I'LL TAKE THAT QUESTION. 
Q: HAVE THE MARINES LEFT HAWAII? 
A: THEY HAVE LEFT. 
Q: HOW CLOSEIRE NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS COMING UP ROUTE 4 

TO TON SON NHUT NOW? 
A: NOT VERY CLOSE COMING UP ROUTE 4. AT BEST IN TH~ SOUTHERN 

PART OF LONG AN PROVINCE r/HICH WOULD BE -- THIS IS PRETTY 
HAZY --

Q: NOW, THAT'S ONE DIVISION MOVING UP THERE? 
A: NO, THERE ARE ELEMENTS OF THE 8TH DIVISION p ELEMENTS OF 

THE 9TH DIVISION AND/ELEMENTS OF THE 3RO DIVISION. ALL ARE SORT 
OF INVOLVED. 1 CAN'T SAY WHICH ONE IS IN THE ROUTE 4 AREA, 
PROBABLY THE 8TH. 

Q: 1 GOT THE IMPRESSION UP ON THE HILL YESTERDAY THAT THIS 
IS THE SOURCE OF CONCERN, IS IT, THE MOVEMENT OF THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE UNITS UP ROUTE 41 

A: I'M NOT SURE IT'S ANY MORE SOURCE OF CONCERN THAN A LOT 
OF THE OTHERS. OF COURSE, THE ADVANTAGE TO THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
IS THAT IT CUTS OFF THE RICE SUPPLY FROM THE DELTA. 
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Q: WE'RE NOT WORRIED ABOUT THE RICE SUPPLY, WE'RE WORRIED 
ABOUT Ar-IERICANS. 
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A: I DUN'T KNOW WHY YOU PICK ON ROUTE 4 AS OPPOSED TO THE 
THREAT TO REIN HOA OR ANY OF THE OTHERS. I DON'T SEF THAT 
THAT~S ANY NORE THREATENING. • 

0: HOW MANY DIVISIONS DO YOU HAVE NOW FOR THE NORTH VIET~ 
NAMESE AND THE ARVN IN THE SAIGON AREA? 

A: I CAN GIVE YOU THE III CORPS SINCE EVERYBODY REPORTS OUT, 
OF SAIGON AS IF ALL OF III COR~S IS A SUBURB OF ~AIGON. WE SHOW 
A TOTAL OF 14 NORTH VIETNAMESE ~IVISIONS EITHER fN OR VERY CLOSE 
TO THE III CORPS. ACTUALLY, IN .111 CORPS ARE NOW 11 AND PARTS 
OF THE 12TH AND A COUPLE AWFULLY CLOSE. SO 14 WOULD BE A GOOD 
FIGURE. 

Q: DOES THAT COUNT THE DIVISIONS SOUTH OF SAIGON? 
A: I AM COUNTING ALL THE WAY AROUND. 
0: WHAT AROUT MR IV? 
A: THE 4TH DIVISION IS DOWN DEEP IN MR IV. THE OTHER TWO 

DIVISIONS THAT WE WERE CARRYING IN MR IV, THE ~TH AND 8TH, 
ARE EITH~R IN OR VERY CLOSE TO III CORPS. SO WE'RE COUNTING 
THEM IN III CORPS AT THIS POINT. 
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0: SO YOU HAVE ONE DIVISION IN IV CORPS? 
A: ONENVA DIVISION, EXCEPT IT WAS REA(LY ~ORE THAN THAT. I 

DON'T WANT TO MISLEAD YOU AS SOME OF THE FIFTH AND EIGHTH ARE 
STILL IN THE IV CORPS. 

Q: WHAT 00 THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE TO HOLD OFF THESE 14 
I) I V I S I ON SIN TH E I I I COR P S? 

A: THEY'VE GOT QUITE A CONGLOMERATION. THEY'VE GOT WHAT'S LEFT 
OF THE 18TH DIVISION; THEY HAVE A GOOD BIT OF THE AIRBORNE 
DIVISION; THEY HAVE THE 25TH DIVISION: THE 5TH DIVISION AND ALSO 
AVAILABLE TO THEMA RE THE 7TK AND THE 9TH DIVISIONS, WHICH ARE 
IN THE NORTHERN PART OF THE IV CORPS ALSO. THEN THEY'VE RECON­
STITUTED ABOUT FOUR BRIGADES FROM PEOPLE WHO WERE EVACUATED 
FROM TXE NORTH; THEY'VE GUT THREE ARMORED BRIGADES; FIVE RANGER 
GROUPS. TAKING THE 14 NVA DIVISIONS THAT I WAS TALKING ABOUT, 
VERSUS ALL OF THESE UNITS I GAVE YOU ON THE ARVN, tO~ES TO ABOUT 
13~,000 NORTH VIETNAMESE AGAINST 60,0"0 ARVN. BUT THEY AREN'T 
FACE-TO-FACE, THAT'S WHAT I WANT TO BE SURE YOU UNDERSTAND. 
I'M JUST GIVING YOU THE GROSS FIGURES 

Q: IS THIS II I CORPS OR THE I II AND IV CORPS? . 
A: THE III CORPS WITH THE EDGE OF THE IV CORPS; I HAD TO 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4654 UNClAS 
THROW IN THE EDGE TO MAKE A LOGICAL CUT OFF POINT. 

Q: THE 130,000 TO 60,000 IS IN THE IMMEDIATE BATTLE AREA OF 
THE III CORPS? 

A: YES, THE IMMEDIATE ENVIRONS OF THE III CORPS. 
Q: WHAT DO WE HAVE lEFT IN COMBAT ATTACK AIRCRAFT WITH VNAF? 
A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION. 
Q: WHAT REPORTS ARE YOU GETTING FROM THE DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE 

ABOUT TROOPS, SAY FROM THE 18TH CONING HACK INTO SAIGON AND THEIR 
STATE OF DISCIPLINE? 

A: I'lL HAVE TO TAKE THAT ONE. THE ONLY REPORTS THAT I HAVE 
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SEEN SAID THE 18TH FELL BACK ON BIEN HOA, RATHER THAN SAIGON 
AND ARE ENGAGED IN THE DEFENSE OF THE APPROACHES TO BIEN HOA • 
r HAVE NOT SEEN ANYREPORTS OTHER THAN PRESS REPORTS OF SOME 
MEMBERS OF THE 18TH COMING BACK INTO SAIGON. I DID SEE THE PRESS 
STORY THAT SPECULATED ON THIS, BUT I HAVEN'T SEEN ANYTHING 
OFFICIALLY. 

Q: ARE YOU GETTING ANY REPORT FROM YOUR DEFENSE ATTACK OFFICE 
ABOUT STRAGGLERS WANDERING AROUND SAIGON ARMED? 

A: I WON'T SAY, WE'RE NOT GETTING THEM, I HAVE NOT SEEN ANY. 
LET ME TAKE THAT. 
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Q: IT'S NOT A SOURCE OF CONCERN AT THIS POINT? 
A: I COULD WELL BECOME ONE. I GUESS 1'1) HAVE TO SAY RIGHT 

NOW, IT ISN'T EXCEPT AS A POTENTIAL CONCERN. 
Q: JUST TO KEEP TRACK OF THESE NUMBERS, ARE THERE STILL 

ABOUT 40,0~0 REGULAR TROOPS IN MR IV. 
A: THAT'S DOWN NOW IN VIEW OF THE MOVEMENT NORTH; IT'S 

A~OUT 35,000 IN THE IV CORPS, RENEMBF.R I SAID THE 7TH ANI) THE 
9TH ARE AVAILABLE FOR USE IN III CORPS, BUT THfY'RE~-1DSTLY STILL 
IN IV CORPS, IN THE IV CORPS, THE ARV; STILL HAS A PREPONDERANCE 
--AGAIN TAKING THATIMAGINARY LINE I GAVE YOU·OF THE IMMEDIATE 
ENVIRONS OF III CORPS AND NOT COUNTING TROOPS THERE, WHAT'S LEFT 
FURTHER SOUTH IN IV CORPS IS ABOUT 2BBVl00 NORTH VIETNAt4ESE AND 
35,000 ARVN. 

Q: WHEN DID YOU START USING C-13~S IN THIS EVACUATION? 
A: WE'LL HAVE TO CHECK THAT. VE VB E HSS~G SSNE EC.130S, I 

THINK YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT THE BEEFING IT UP.­
Q: YES. 
A: I THINK iT WAS SATURDAV OR SUNDAY. 
Q: COULD YOU TELL US HOW MANY FLIGHTS YOU'RE MAKING DAILY 

OUT OF SAIGON? 
IH 
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SECTION 5 OF 6 

A: IT VARIES EVERY DAY. 
Q: DO YOU HAVE AN AVERAGE? 

\ 

A: I DON'T HAVE IT, WE CAN START CARRYING THAT IF YOU LIKE. 
Q: DO YOU HAVE A COUNT OF H OW MANY AMERICANS HAVE COME OUT: 

HOW MANY SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE COME OUT? 
A: THIS IS GOING TO HAVE TO BE REFERRED TO STATE. THEY'RE 

KEEPING BOOK ON THIS, NOT US. 
Q: DO YOU HAV~ INSTRUCTIONS FROM STATE NOT TO GIVE A BREAK­

DOWN? 
A: I DON'T HAVE ANY INSTRUCTIONS; 11M NOT GIVING ANY FIGURES 

ON THIS, BREAKDOBN OR NO. . . 
Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY FIGURES ON NUMl1ER OF TANKS ON EITHER 

SIDE AND HEAVY ARTILLERY; IN OTHER WORns, ARE THE NVA PRETTY 
WELL EOUIPPED WITH TANKS? 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4655 UNCLAS 

A: LET ME TAKE THAT LLOYD (NORMAN, NEWSWEEK). THEY HAVE NO 
HEAVY ARTILLERY, OF COURSE. THEY HAVE 130S AND 122S WHICH ARE IN 
OUR LEXICON WILL BE MORE MEDIOM. 

Q: WHAT'S HEAVY THEN? 
A: WE GET UP TO 8-INCH AND 175S. WE CALL OUR 155$-6 INCHES 

MEDIUM ARTILLERY. SO 122 YOU COULD EVEN CLASSIFT AS LIGHT. 1 
DON'T KNOW WHAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE CALL THEM. LET ME TAKE 
THAT. 

Q: HOW MANY AWOL AMERICANS HAVE TURNED UP ALL OF A SUDDEN? 
A: LET ME TAKE ONE. I'VE HEARD SOME HUMOROUS STORIES OUT 

OF THERE, BUT NOTHING OFFICIAL. 
Q: WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO WITH THOSE PEOPLE WHEN THEY GET 

BACK? 
A: OUR RULE ON THAT IS THAT EACH SERVICE WILL HANDLE IT'S 

OWN, AND I PRESUME THEY'LL HANOLE THEM THROUGH THE NORMAL 
DISCIPLINARY CHANNELS. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION. 

~.'-
'~ ~. 

Q: THE UQESTION IS WHETHER THEY'LL BE EVACUATED? 
A: I'LL TAKE THAT QUESTION. I WOULD THINK THEY WOULD, 

ALL THEY'RE AMERICAN CITIlNES. 
Q: DO YOU THINK THEY WOULO OR THAT THEY WOULDN'T? 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4655 UNCLAS 
A: WOULD. 
Q: YOU THINK THEY WOULD? 
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A: OUR PAST HISTORY HAS BEEN THAT VE WOULD TAKE THEN OUT. OF 
COURSE. THERE HAVEN'T dEEN TOO MANY EXAMPLES. 

~~ IS THIS A SIZEABLE GROUP OF PEOPLE? • 
A: I HAVEN'T THE SLIGHTEST IDEA. I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION.· 
Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY MOVEMENT OF NORTH VIETNAMESE COMBAT 

AIRCRAFT INTO THE SOUTH? 
A: NOTHING SIZEABLE. AS OF THE END OF LAST WEEK THERE HAD 

NOT. LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION. 
Q: CAN YOU TELL US ANYTHING ABOUT SOVIET SHIPS IN VARIOUS 

AREAS? FIRST SPECIFICALLY, THE T~O SOVIET OCEANOGRAPHIC SHIPS 
THAT WERE REPORTED 750 MILES BEYOND HAWAII AND THEN THE OKEAN 
II EXERCISE, WHETHER THEY'RE ANY SIZEAALf INCREASES RECENTLY 
AND ANY INCIDENTS INVOLVING U.S. OR ALLIED SHIPS? 

A: THE LAST QUESTION I CAN ANSWER IN THE NEGATIVE, NO 
INCIDENTS. THE EXERCISE IS STILL GOING ON AND AS FAR AS THE 
NAME OF IT, I'VE BEEN TOlf) IS THE SPRING EXERCISE '75. IT'S SIM­
ILAR TO OKEAN '70. NO INCIDENTS. OF THE TWO SHIPS THAT WERE 
OFF HAWAII, I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT. I THOUGHT COLONEL BURKE 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4655 UNCLAS 
ANSWERED THATO N FRIDAY, I DON'T REME~HER WHAT HE SAID, BUT 
THEY HAVE NOTHING TO DO, I'M SURE, WITH THE EXERCISE. 

Q: IS THERE ANYTHING NEW ON LT TRUNG. TO GET RACK TO HIM? 
A: NO, NOTHING NEW ON LT TRUNG. I HAVEN'T CHECKED THAT 

RECENTLY. I'LL CHECK THAT. 
Q: CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT DIDN'T SCHEDULE 

A BRIEFING YESTERDAY? 
A: UNFORTUNATELY, I"WAS NOT HERE AND I DO NOT KNOW THE ANSWER. 
Q: THE PRESIDENT LAST NIGHT SAID IT WOULD TAKE A SIZEABLE 

FORCE TO EVACUATE AMERICANS. MILITARILY, HOW DO YOU DEFINE THAT? 
WHAT IS A SIZEABLE FORCE? 

A: I WAS GOING TO ASK YOU TO OEFINE IT FOR ME. THAT'S THE OLD 
QUESTION, RELATIVE TO WHAT? I DON'T KNOW. SOME PEOPLE WOULD CALL 
A THOUSAND SIZEABLE, AND SOME WOULD SAY IT HAD TO BE A HUNDRED 
THOUSAND, I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER. ~ DON'T THINK THAT'S AN 
ANSWERABLE QUESTION. 

Q: THERE WAS A STORY RECENTLY THAT GENERAL WEYAND SUPPOSEDLY 
TOLD CONGRESS THAT 20,M00 TROOPS WOULD BE NEEDED TO CREATE AN 
ARE A. • • • 

A: NOW WE'RE GETTING BACK INTO THIS OLD THING WE STARTED OFF 
PAG"E 5 RUEKJCS 4655 UNCLAS 
WITH, I DONT' THINK WE SHOULD GET INTO THAT. EVERYTHING WOULD 
DEPEND ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES. YOU CAN ENVISION A CASE WHERE YOU 
COULD DO IT WITH A BATTALION, AN~ YOU COULD ENVISIO~ A CASE 
WHERE YOU'D NEED A CORPS. THERE'S NO VAY TO SPEClJLATE ON THAT. 

Q: GENERAL WEYAND SAID THAT SAIGON FOR ALL INTENTS AND PUR­
POSES IS NOT DEFENSIBLE, IS THAT THE GENERAL FEELING IN THIS 
BUILDING THAT IT IS NO LONGER DEFENSIBLE NO MATTER WHAT AID 
THEY GET? 

A: I DID NOT SEE THAT STATEMENT. I'M NOT SURE WHAT HE MEANT. 
YOU KNOW ANY CITY IS DEFENSIBLE IP YOU HAVE ENOUGH TROOPS. A 
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CITY IS A PRETTY GOOD THING Tn FIGHT FROM. HOUSE-TO-HOUSE FIGHTING 
IS THE HARDEST TYPE OF FIGHTING. SO I'M SURE HE DIDN'T MEAN 
IT THAT WAY. • 

0: HE TOLD THE HOlJSE APPROPRIATIQNS COMMITTEE THAT THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE HAVE UNLIMITED OPPORTUNITIES AT THIS MOMENT. 

A: r·1AYBE HE MEANT THAT IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE FOR THE SOUTH VIET­
NAMESE TO THROW ENOUGH TROOPS AROUND THE CITY TO'COVER THE WHOLE 
THING. 

0: 1 THINK IT WAS GENERAL THIEU SAID THAT THE WAR CANNOT BE 
WON MILITARILY, IS THAT THE OPINION IN THE BUILDING? 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4655 UNCLAS 

A: CANNOT BE WON BY WHOM? 
Q: BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE? 
A: WE'RE GETTING DOWN TO MATTERS OF OPINION, I DON'T THINK 

SHOULD COMMENT ON THB. 
Q: HAVE THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MOVED ANY TROOPS TOWARD VUNG 

TAU, THE APPARENT INTENTION OF •••• 
A:.WE'RE WATCHING THAT. AS OF NOV, THE ANSWER TO THAT IS 

NO. THAT'S AN OPTION THEY HAVE. 
Q: HOW CLOSE ARE THEY? 
A.: A LONG WAY, 60-70 KILOMETERS, WOULD BE JHE CLOSEST, 1'M 

GIVING THEM AN EDGE. 
Q: WHAT u.s. NAVAL OR SEALIFT COMMAND OR OTHER CONTRACT 

ASSETS, DO WE HAVE NEAR THE PORT OF VUNG TAU? 
A: NOT TOO MUCH, IN AND AROUND VUNG TAU THERE ARE ABOUT" 

FIVE SHIPS AT THE MOMENT. 
Q: ANY WAR SHIPS OR COMBAT TYPE? 
A: NO COMBAT TYPES. 
0: ARE ANY AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS IN THE REGION OF OKINAWA? 
A: NO. 
0: ARE THERE ANY AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS IN SUBIC? 

BT 
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SECTION 6 OF 6 

A: WE HAVE THEM IN AND OUT OF SUBIC ALL THE TIME • 
. Q: OR IN THE VICINITY OF SUBIC? 

A: THEYIRE JUST SCATTERED AllOVER THEPlACE OVER THERE. 
AS OF THIS PARTICULAR SECOND I DONIT THINK THERE ARE ANY IN SUBIC 
RUT THATIS NOT VERY MEANINGFUL, BECAUSE THEYCOME IN AND OUT. 

Q: ARE THERE ANY MOVING SOUTH THAT HAVE RECENTLY lEFT OKINAWA? 
A: PHIBRON V, JS THE ONE I MENTIONED. 
C: AROUT HOW MANY AMERICAN MIl]TAR~ PERSONNEL ARE IN THIS 

FLOTILLA IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA? 
A 

WE'VE GIVEN THE FIGURE OF 4,~00 r·\ARINES. I OON'T KNOW 
THE NAVY STRENGTH. I'll TAKE THAT. IT'S PROBABLY A SIZEABLE 
FIGURE. 

C: WHEN PH[ARON V lEFT OKINAWA DID IT TAK~ ANY MARINES FROM 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4656 UNCLAS 
OKINAWA WITH IT? 

A: MY UNDERSTANDING IS NO, .BUT I'M GOING TO CHECK IT. 
Q: \o.lOULD YOIJ CHARACTERIZE THE IMPETUS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE~ 

OFFENSIVE AS COMPARED TO SAY THREE OR FOUR DAYS AGO, HAS IT . ~ 
SLOWED, rlAS IT MAINTAINED THE SAME LEVEL, HAS IT INCREASED? fiQ. 

A: THE ACTION AS OF TODAY; SINCE THEY'RE 12 HOURS AHEAD. 
WAS LIGHT. SO TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTION -- I THINK IT M~GHT BE 

,~. 
MISLEADING -- BUT IT IS SLOWED FOR THE MOMENT, BUT I WOULDN'T 
lEAN ON HAT VERY HEAVILY. . i:b 

IN THE PREVIOUS REPORTING PERIOD? riC : Q: DID YOU SAY IT HAS LIGHT 
A: THE REPORTS THAT WE HAVE 

WEIRE TWELVE HOURS BEHIND, ARE 
Q: AND MONDAY? 

WHICH COVER TODAY, ~OU KNOW j-~ 
DE~INITELY LIGHT. 

A: LIGHT COMPARED TO WHAT'S BEEN GOING ON, YES. 
Q: HOW WOULD YOU CHARACTERIZE BEFORE, MODERATE OR HEAVY? 
A:WHEN YOU WERE TALKING A80UT OVER THE WEEKEND, YOU WERE 

SLIPPING FROM HEAVY INTO MODERATE INTO LIGHT IS WHAT'S HAP­
PENED, THE TREND HAS GONE. DOWN BUT I REALLY THINK THAT,ANY 
ANSWER I GIVE IS 80UND TO BE MISLEADING BECAUSE I DON'T CONSIDER 
THABT NECESSARILY A TREND. 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4656 UNCLAS 

Q: IS THERE A LOWER CLASSIFICATION? 
A: NO, "E HAVE LI GHT, MEDIUM AND HEAVY'ft{ 
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O:IS THERE ANY APPARENT THRUST -- A FEW DAYS AGO THERE 
WERE 11 DIVISIONS AROUND S'AIGON, NOW THEY'RE HllJRTEEN. 

~i LET'S GO BACK -- AROUND SAIGON, AGAIN. ' ••• 
0: I DIDN'T MEAN IN CLOSE PROXIMITY. , 
A: THERE'S AN INCREASE, 08VIOUSLY. THE LAST FIGURE WE GAVE 

YOU WAS TWLEVE AND NOW WE'RE GIVING YOU FOURTEEN~ SO THERE'S 
AN INCREASE OF TWO. 

0: ARE ANY OF THE FIVE IN TH~ NORTHERN REGIONS MOVING SOUTH? 
A: SOME HAVE. 
Q: ANY SIGN OF THE DIVISIONS IN THE DELTA MOVING NORTH? 
A: ADD THOSE, TOO. 
0: (INAUDIBLE)? 
A: I'JO, THE LAS TTl MEW F. DIS C US SED T HIS WE W ERE A TAB OU T 10 

AS I RECALL. WE WENT FROM 8 TO 10 TO 12 TO 14. SO THEY'RE 
COMING IN MOSTLY FROM THE NORTH, BUT TWO ONLY FROM THE SOUTH. 

Q: THE THRUST OF MY QUESTION WAS 00 YOU HAVE ANY IDEA FROM 
THIS WHAT TO EXPECT, IS THERE ANY APPARENT STRATEGY DEVELOPING 
FOR THE NVA? 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4656 UNCLAS 

A: THE OPTIONS OPEN TO THEM OF COURSE REMAIN BASICALLY TWO, 
YOU COULD CUT OFF SAIGON WITHOUT ATTACKING IT.OR YOU COULD 
ATTACK IT. IT'S IMPOSSIbLE TO TELL AT THIS POINT. 

(,): DIlES IT APPEAR THOSE DIVISIONS MOVING UP FROM THF: SOUTH 
ARE TRYING TO CUT OFF SAIGON RATHER THAN ATTACK SAIGON? 

A: THERE'S NO WAY WE CAN TELL AT THIS POINT, THAT'S THE 
POINT OF THE QUESTION, I CAN'T ANSWER IT. 

Q: YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT THOSE DIVISIONS MOVING UP FROM THE 
SOUTH ARE DOING THEN? 

A: THEY'RE GETTING INTO A POSITION TO CUT IT OFF AND THEY 
COULD CERTAINLY GO FROM THERE TO ATTACKING IT. 

Q: WHERE DO THEY APPEAR TO BE LOCATED SPECIFICALLY? 
A: THEY'RE MORE SOUTHWEST qHAN ANY OTHER DIRECTION. 
Q: ASSUMING THE AMERICAN CONTINGENT IS REDUCED TO 1,200 

PERSONS AND TAKING THE HELICOPTER CAPACITY YOU NOW HAVE 
AVAILA~LE, HAVE YOU ANY IDEA HOW LONG IT WOULD TAKE TO EVACUATE 
1,200 M-1ER ICANS. 

A: YOU MEAN IF WE HAD TO GO IN RIGHT NOW -- IT COULD BE DONE 
IN A DAY BUT YOU CAN'T REALLY SAY THAT BECAUSE THAT WOULD DEPEND 
ON HOW MUCH OPPOSITION THERE WAS, HOW QUICKLY YOU COULD GET 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4656 UNClAS 
THE PEOPLE YOU WERE EVACUATING TOGETHER AND A NUMBER OF OTHER 
INPONDERABLES. BUT THE ACTUAL LIFT CAPACITY AND THE DISTANCE 
TO BE FLOWN IS ENOUGH SO YOU COULD DO IT IN A DAY, OR LESS THAN 
A DAY, 9 HOURS MAYBE, SOMETHING LIKE THAT. 

Q: HOW MANY AMERICANS ARE LEFT IW SOUTH VIETNAM? 
A: I REFER YOU TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT ON THAT. 
Q: ARE WE GOING TO FLY PRESIDENT THIEU OUT OF SAIGON TO 

TAIWAN OR ANY PLACE LIKE THAT? 
A: THIS AGAIN IS A STATE DEPARTMENT QUESTION, 11M SURE THAT 

IF HE MADE SUCH A REQUEST IT WOULD RfCEIVE CAREFUL AND SYMPA-
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THETIC CONSIDERATION. 
Q: WHAT'S THE POLICY OF THE U.S. ARMY OR AIR FORCE, WHOEVER 

WOIJLD BE INVOLVED AS TO THE REMOVAL OF GOLD FROM SAIGON? 
A: AGAIN~ THAT IS NOT IN THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT AREA. WEIRE 

THE IMPLEMENTERS BUT WE DON'T MAKE THE DECISIONS. 
BT 
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SECTION 1 OF 5 
FROi'" OASO/PA 

FOR INFORMATION ANO PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
SU8JEtT: DEPARTMENT OF OfFENSE MORNING NFWS ~G 

r..ORN I RIEFING BY i"1GF.:N SIDLE, WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 23, 1975, 11:15 A.M •• 

,--

1. ON THE HILL: MR. GREENBERG, DIRECTOR OF MANPOWER PROGRAMS 
(OASD-lvl&RA) IS HEFORE THE HOUSE F.:DLJCATION AND LABOR SlJRCm-1HITTEE 
WHICH IS CONDUCTING HEARINGS ON VOCATIONAL, CJCClJPATIONAL AND 
CAREER EDUCATION. 

2. NO SPEECHES TODAY. 
3. THERE \,.JAS A ~EP()RT THAT THERE WOULD BE A PRESS C[)f',IFERENCE 

H E p, E T HIS AFT E r~ N 00 i'] .1\ T 4: 11 (1, T H A. TIS TOT ALL Y LJ N T R LJ E, U N F 0 LJ N 0 E D 
\~ITHDUT BASIS. FEIJERATIClN OF AMERICANE:ARAB ORGANIZATIONS IS 
MEETING WITH MR. ELLSWORTH, ASD(ISA) IN A CLOSED SESSION AT 3:00 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4766 lJl\JCLAS 
BUT THERE'S NO PRESS CONFERENCE INVOLVED. 

(.): WHAT'S THE SUBJECT? 
A: WHAT THE FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVES WAr'H TO DISClJSS 

WITH DOD WAS NOT SPECIFIED. 
Q: DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE FEDERATION, IS IT PRIVATE 

OR QIJASI-OFFICIALS? 
A: I THINK IT'S MORE PRIVATE THAN ANYTHING ELSE. WE WEREN'T 

ABU: TO. FIND OUT TOO MllCH ABOUT IT BUT THERE ARE SOME AMER­
ICAN ARABS UNOFFICIAL GROUPS IN THE COUNTRY AND THEY APPARENTLY 
HAVE FORMED INTO A FEDERATION. I DON'T KNOW Ho\,.J OLD IT IS BUT 
THEY DID WRITE IN AND ASK TO TALK WITH A KNOWLEDGEABLE DEFENSE 
OFFICIAL AND MR. ELLSWORTH AGREED TO TALK TO THEM; SIH?JECTS 
ARE UN"KNOWN. I HAD RREAKFAST 'tIITH ·MR. ELLSI.JORTH AND HE DOESN'T 
KNOW WHAT THEY'RE GOING TO ASK HIM~ 

4. RELEASE ON MONTHLY STRENGTH FIGlJRES FOR MARCH. 
5. RELEASE ON THE NEW R INCH MAJOR CALIBRE LIGHTWEIGHT GUN 

OF THE NAVY WHICH HAS BEEN FIRED SUCCESSFULLY IN ITS INITIAL 
TESTS. THEY'VE BEEN WORKING ON IT FOR SOME YEARS AND IT'S 
DESIGNED TO REPLACE THE 5 INCH GUNS THAt ARE PRESENTLY ON 
DESTROYERS. IT'S ACTUALLY LIGHTER AND TAKES LESS SHIPBOARD 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4766 LJNCLAS 
SPACE THAN THE OLIJ 8 IiKH GUN THAT \.JAS ON CRUISERS. IT'S 
A P PAR EN T L Y A G REA T WE A P Of~. IT I S A lJ T [) MATI C A I\j D PER M IT S A SIN G L t= 
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OPERATOR TO LOAD AND FIRE PROJECTILES. 
Q: IT'S NOT LASf:R GIJIDH)? 
A: I HAVE NOTHING 01\\' THAT. 
Q: ARE THE SAM-2S NOW WITHIN RANGE OF TAN SON NHUT? 
A: NOT THAT WE COULD DETERMINE YET. I HATE TO SAY NO, 

BUT WE DON'T HAVE ANY INDICATION THAT THEY ARE. THAT COULD 
HAP PEN A T A i\! Y T H<1 E A S YO lJ ~I E LL ~~ N OI-J • 

Q: HAVE ANY OF THE PLANES CO~E UNDER EITHER MISSILE OR 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE? . 

A: NO PLANES HAVE COME IJNDER MISSILE FIRE. t.-IE HAVE FOUR 
REPORTS OF PLANES POSSIBLY CmlING LJi'IDER SOME KIND OF GROUND" 
FIRE. I BROUGHT ONE ALONG AND IT'S VERY HAZY. FOR INSTANCE, 
AND THIS IS TYPICAL, THE PILOT WHILE TURNING TO MAKE HIS 
APPROACH TO TAN SON NHlJT, HE WAS QUITE AWAYS OUT STILL, 
DETECTED CIRCULAR WHITE MUZZLE FLASHES WHICH APPEARED TO BE . 
FIRED DIRECTLY AT THE AIRCRAFT, BUT NO TRACES OR AIR BURSTS 
SHOWED UP -- WHICH AS YOU CAN SEE MAKES THIS A VERY HAZY 
REPORT. THE PEOPLE ON THE SCENE ARE CONVINCED THAT NONE HAVE 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS 
ACTUALLY BEEN FIRED AT YET. 

Q: ARE THE P LANES FOLLOWING ANY SPECIAL TACTICS GOING IN 
AND OUT OF THE AIRPORT? 

A: I DON'T KNOW, I KNOW THAT ~IE WOULDN'T fiE ABLE TO TELL 
YOU WHAT THEY WERE ANYWAY. 

Q: WHY [\IOT? 
A: SURELY YOU KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT. 
Q: NO, I DON'T. 
A: IF YOU'RE GOING TO TELL A GUY WHO IS MAY BE GOING TO 

SHOOT AT YOU HOW YOU'RE GCING TO COME INTO THE AIRPORT, 
THAT'S A VERY HELPFUL THING TO HIM. 

Q: ARE THESE WHITE PUFFS SIMILAR TO ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE? 
A: THERE A~E NO PUFFS. 
Q: WHAT'D YOU SAY? 
A: HE SAW FLASHES FROM THE WEAPONS. 
Q: THERE WERE NO HITS THOUGH. 
A: AS I SAY, NO HITS, NO TRACERS, NO AIRSURSTS. 
Q: DID SOME PILOTS REPORT TRACER HULLETS? . 
A: SOME OF THEM REPORTED TRACERS BUT 01'" FURTHER ciUESTIONING 

IT WAS DETERMINED THEY WEREN'T NECESSARILY COMING AT THEM. YOU 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS 
KNOW IT'S KIND OF HARD TO TELL UP" IN THE AIR IF YOU SEE A TRACER 

. GOING LIKE THIS -- YOU KNOW IT IS GOING TO MISS YOU BUT YOU 
DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT'S AIMED AT YOU. 

Q: DIn ANYONE OF THOSE PILOTS HEAR TYPICAL ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
TYPE EXPLOSIONS? 

A: WE HAVE NO REPORTS OF THAT. 
Q:HAS THERE BEEN ANY INDICATION OF DAMAGE, IN OTHER WOROS, 

FRAGMEtHS? 
A: NO, NOT A ONE. WE'RE TREATING THIS WITH CONSIDERABLE 

CAUTION AT THIS POINT. WE DON'T WANT TO SAY THEY WEREN'T SHOT 
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AT BUT WE SURE DON'T HAVE ANY HARD PROOF tHAT THEY WI:RE. 
Q: NONE OF THE FOUR RE~ORT ANY AIRBURSTS? 
A: THAT'S RIGHT. 
0: SOME OF THE FOUR SAW TRACERS? 
A: YE S. 
0: WHEN YOU SAY THE SAM-2S ARE NOT WITHIN RANGE DOES THIS 

MEAN NONE HAVE BEEN FIRED AT IN~crl{v1ING PLANES? 
A: I'M SAYING WE DON'T HAVE ANY EVIDENCE. NONE HAVE BEEN 

FIRED. 
Q: DO YOU HAVE DOUBT THAT THEY COULD BE WITHIN RANGE IF THEY 

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS 
WANTED TO BE? 

A: I WOULD SAY THEY CERTAINLY COULD BE. NEEDLES TO SAY, 
EVERYONE'S LOOKING. 

Q: HOW t·1ANY EVAClJATIONS FLIGHTS ~"'ERE CONDUCTED THERE, FOR 
EXAMPLE, TODAY SAIGON TIME?, 

A: WE HAVE A LITTLE TROUBLE KEEPING TRACK OF THAT SINCE 
STATE IS SUPPOSED TO REPORT ON THIS. NOT ALL OF THE FLIGHTS ARE 
ACTUALLY AIR FORCE PLANES. YOU KNOW THERE'RE SOME CHARTERS. LET 
ME TRY TO GET AN ANSWER ON THAT I SHOULD THINK WE'D BE ABLE TO 
GET ONE. 

Q: IS IT ALSO CORRECT THAT SOME OF THE FLIGHTS ARE NOW GOING 
TO GUAM? 

A: YES, THAT IS CORRECT. 
0: vJHY IS THAT? 
A: STATE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED THIS NORNING THAT GUAM WAS 

GOING TO REPLACE CLARK AS THE CENTRAL HANDLING POINT AT LEAST 
FOR VIETNAMESE. NOW THAT DOESN'T MEAN THAT SOME STILL WON'T GO 
TO CLARK. THE CENTRAL, THE BASIC POINT, WILL f1E GUAM. 

0: WHAT DO YOU MEAN VIETNAMESE; THAJ'S ALL WE'RE EVACUATING 
ISN'T IT? 
BT 
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SECTION 2 OF 5 
A: WE'RE EVACUATING AMERICANS TOO. 
Q: I SEE WHAT YOU MEAN. THE AMERICANS MIGHT COME INTO CLARK 

BUT THE VIETNAMESE WILL GO TO GUAM. 
Q: ARE THERE STILL AMtRICANS LEAVING ON THEIR OWN, PAYING 

THEIR OHN \~AY, US.ING COMMERCIAL AIRLINERS? . 
A: THERE MUST BE BlJT I'LL CHECK THAT. I DDN'T HAVE ANY 

REPORT ON THAT. THEY'RE KEEPING TRACK OF EVERYBODY NOW, BUT I 
DONIT KNOW. 

Q: IN OTHER WORDS, THERE ARE SONE AMERICANS WHO MIGHT HAVE 
LEFT ON COf"'i'~ERCIAL FLIGHTS OUT OF SAIGON AND THEY WOULD HAVE 
BEEN INCLUDED IN ANY TOTALS THAT ARE AVAILABLE? 

A: LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION. IF YOU ASKED ME LAST WEEK, I 
KNOW LAST WEEK THAT WAS TRUE. THEY WERE KEEPING TRACK OF THEM 
SO I PRESUME THEY'RE STILL KE'EPING TRACK OF THEM BUT I DON'T 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS 
KNOW THAT ANY ARE GOING THAT WASY NOW. 

Q: SHOULDN'T ALL NON-ESSENTIAL AMERICANS BE OUT BY NOW? 
A: I WOULD THINK SO, WE'RE GETTING DOWN. 
Q: ALL.THAT'S GOING OUT NOW IS VIETNAr"lESE? 
A: NO. I SHOULDN'T HAVE SAID YES TO ALL, THEY'RE GETTING 

DOWN TO MORE ESSENTIAL AS THEY THIN OUT. 
Q: RUT THE HEAVY MAJORITY OF PEOPLE LEAVING ARE NOW 

VIETNAMESE? 
A: I WOULD SAY THAT'S CORRECT, BUT I WOULD ASK YOU TO 

PLEASE ASK YOUR REFUGEE QUESTIONS OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 
WE ARE ONLY THE EXECUTIVE AGENT ON THIS, I'M NOT IN A POSITION 
REALLY TO ANSWER THE QUESTIUNS. 

Q: THEREIS ONE ALLIED QUESTION., WHAT ARE YOU DOING LOGIS­
TICALLY? VOU CAN'T SUDDENLY DIHW SEVERAL THOUSAND PEOPLE ON.AN 
ISLAND LIKE GUAM WITHOUT PREPARING TENTS AND MAKING SURE FOOD 
IS IN THERE AND MEorCAL SUPPLIES AND THE REST OF IT. 

A: OF COURSE THIS ISN'T ALL THAT SUDDEN. IN OTHER WOROS, 
THE. COMMANDER ON GUAM, ADMIRAL MORRISON, WAS INFORMED ~HAT THIS 
MIGHT HAPPEN AND HE HAS THE CAPABILITY TO HANDLE SEVERAL THOU­
SAND AS FAR AS HOUSING IS CONCERNED RIGHT OFF THE BAT. OBVIOUSLY, 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS 
IF THE NlJMBER GETS LARGE, HE WILL HAVE TO GO INTO TENTS AND I'M 
SURE THEY CAN FLY IN THE NECESSARY SUPPLIES AND SO FORTH. 
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(.): ARE WE NOltJ LOADING S.OUTH VIETNAMESE ON THOSE FIVE COM-
M~RCIAL SHIPS THAT ARE IN PORT NEAR SAIGON? . 

A: MY INFORMATION IS WE'RE NOT LOADING ANYONE ON THOSE SHIPS. 
0: ARE THERE FIVE OR FOUR? 
A: THERE ARE FOUR THERE; FIVE YESTERDAY. 
0: DID ONE LEAVE WITH SOUTH YIETNAMESE ON IT? 
A: ONE LEFT EMPTY AS I UNDER5TA~m IT. IT DIDN'T HAVE ANY 

VIETNAMESE ON IT. I'LL HAVE TO JAKE THE QUESTION. 
0: WHAT ARE THEY THERE FOR? 
A: AS I TOLD YOU YESTERDAY, IT GETS INTO OUR MANY CONTINGENCY 

PLANS AND IT'S 'IN CASE' PROPOSITI·ON. 
G: TIJ EVACUATE WHO? 
A: IT W 0 U L D H A VET fJ B t= DEC IDE D LA T E R. YOU CAN 0 RAW YOU R OW N 

CONCLUSION AS EASILY AS I CAN. IT'S ALL GOING TO DEPEND ON THE 
S I TIJATlON. 

Q: DOES THAT INCLUDE SOME 100.000 SOUTH VIETNAMESE HE'RE 
GOING TO TAKE OUT OF THERE? IS THE ARMADA THERE TO TAKE OUT 
10~),(il0Vl? 
PA.GE 4 RUEKJCS lf767 IJNCLAS 

A: THE ARMADA IS THERE TO DO WHAT IT'S TOLD TO no WHEN THE 
TIME COMES ANO I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THAT WILL BE WHAT IT DOES 
OR NOT. 

Q: CAN WE FIND OUT WHAT THIS ARNADA CONSISTS OF? 
A: I UNDERSTOOD HE GAVE THAT TO YOU YESTERDAY. THERE ARE 

FIVE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS AND SEVEN SHIPS WITH PHI8~ON V. THE TOTAL 
NUMBER OF AMPHIBIOUS SHIPS DEPLOYED IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA 
AREA IS ABOUT A DOZEN. HOW MANY MSC SHIPS AVAILA8LE TO ASSIST 
POSSIBLE EVACUATION OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE? TEN MSC PLUS ABOUT A 
DOZEN FOREIGN AND THERE ARE SEVERAL TUGS AND NUMEROUS RARGES. 
I GAVE YOU THE COMMERCIAL SHIPS, THAT'S ABOUT A DOZEN. THERE 
ARE MORE THAN A DOZEN DESTROYERS. 

Q: HOW ABOUT FIFTEEN? 
A: IF YOU ItiANT TO SAY FIFTEEN, THAT WOULD BE REASONABLY CLOSE.' 
Q: WHAT'S THE POINT IN TELLING US THE NUMBER OF CARRIERS HUT I 

NOT THE DESTROYERS. 
A: YOU CAN USE AS A RULE OF THUf"iB, AS YOU KNOW, THE CARRIER 

ALWAYS TAKES TWO OR THREE DESTROYERS WITH THEM. 
Q: HOW ABOUT THE LONG BEACH? 
A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT~ 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS 
Q: CAN YOU GIVE us A TOTAL NUtvlBER OF THE MARINES? 
A: AGAIN I CAN'T GIVE YOU A FIRM FIGURE. PHIBRONS NORi"IALLY 

CARRY A BATTALION LANDING TEAM WHICH VARY IN SIZE BUT IF YOU 
FIGURE 800 TO 1,000, THAT'S THE NORMAL FIGURE. SO THIS PHIBRON V 
HAS EMBARKED A MARINE RATTALION LANDING TEAM. 

Q: WHERE DID THEY COME FROM? 
A: OKINAIJ/A. 
0: YOU WERE GOING TO GIVE us THE TYPES IN THE PHIBRON SO 

WE COULD DE T ER"I IN E ~/H ETH ER OR NOT THEY COULD GO UP ON THE BEACH? 
A: TWO LSTS: TWO Lsns; AN LKA AND TWO LPDS. 
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Q: HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE NOW IN YOUR DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE 
IN SAIGON? 

A: ABOUT 150, BUT IILl CHECK THAT. 
0: WHY ARE THOSE TRANSPORT SHIPS NEAR SAIGUN? 
A: I CAN'T TELL YOU Ai\IVTHING "'lO~E ABOUT THEM. I TOLD VOU THAT 

THEY ARE THERE IN CASE THEY ARE NEEDED THIS WHOLE FLEET IS THERE 
TO eE AVAILABLE IF NEEDED. 

0: NOW THAT MOST OF THE AMERICANS ARE THERE EXCEPT TO EVACU­
ATE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. 

A: YOU CAN DRAW THAT CONCLUSION. I'M JUST NOT GOING TO 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4767 (ji\JCLAS 
PREDICT WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO BE USED FOR. 

Q: WHAT IS THE TOTAL CAPACITY OF ALL THE SHIPS? HOW MANY 
HUMAN BEINGS CAN THAT FLEET TAKE OUT OF SOUTH VIETNAM? 

A: LET fvlE TAKE THAT QUESTION. IT t1OIJU) DEPFI\iO ON HOW FAR 
ITIS GOING, OK. IN OTHER WO~OS IF YOU ARE GOING TO MOVE A SHIP 
FROM VUNG TAU OR SAIGON TO THE PHILIPPINES YOU COULD TAKE A 
CONSIDERABLY LARGER NUMBER THAN IF YOU IRE GOING TO MOVE THEM 
1500 TO 2,000 MILES. 

Q: HOI-I IvlANY TRANSPORT SHIPS FOR HLJfvlAN BEINGS IN THIS WHOLE 
FLEET DO YOU HAVE? 

A: WEe A N IT USE T HAT A S A FIG U R E I::l E C AU S E I 1\1 f) LJ R PRE V I {] U S 
REFUGEE EFFORTS WE USED CARGO SHIPS AS WELL AS TRANSPORTS. 

Q: FOR THIS PURPOSE? 
A: ALL OF THESE SHIPS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE IF WE 

WANT TO USE THEM FOR IT. 
Q: OBVIOUSLY, YOU COlJLD TAKE OUT ABOUT 10'1,000 PEOPLE. 
A: I WOULD SAY THAT WOULD BE EASY. 
Q: DO YOU AHE ANYTHING ON HELICOPTERS AND MARINES ABOARD 

THE f,., I D WAY? 
A: I DON T HAVE ANYTING ABOUT MARINES; THE MIDWAY DOES HAVE 
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HELICOPTERS ABOARD. I KNOW OF NO MARINE MOVEMENT TO THE MIDWAY. 

Q: HOW MANY HELICOPTERS? 
A: I CAN' T SAY. 
Q: WHAT KIND OF HELICOPTERS? 
A: LET ~1 ETA K E THE Q t J EST I 01\1 • 
Q: ANY f~ 0 R E !'II A R I N E M 0 Y t MEN T S FRO M HAW A I I T () [l KIN A I,.) A ? 
A: NO. 
Q: OR FROM THE WEST COAST TO HAWAII? 
A: NO MOVEMENTS OF THAT TYPE GOING ON. 
0: THE PLANES ON THE CARRIER, DO THEY HAVE THE DEVICES THAT 

SEEK OUT fvlISSILES AND AUTOMATICALLY FIRE THE ROCKET TO ATTACK 
i"iISSILE SITES? 

A: I DON'T KNOW. I'lL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION. 
0: HOI>! r"lAI'JY HELICDPTERS, ROUND OR PRECISE FIGURE, ARE AVAIL­

PAGE 2 RlJEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS 
ABLE ON THESE CARRIERS FOR EVACUATION PURPOSES? 

A: LET ["'IE TAKE THAT OUESTIrJN. I KN0\1 WE CAN GIVE YOU A ROUND 
FIGURE. . 

0: COULD YOU GIVE A SORT OF GENERAL IDEA UF THEIR CAPACITY 
IN TERMS OF PERSONNEL? THE REASUN FOR MY QUESTION IS TO DETER­
MINE IF IT'S GOING TO TAKE ONE 'FELL SWOOP' OR WHAT? 

A: IT WILL TAKE MORE THAN UNE 'FELL SWOOP'. BUT AS I 
MENTIONED YESTERDAY, WE CAN DO THAT DEPENDING. ON THE OP­
POSITION. THAT'S Ai\! EASY DAY'S JOB. YOU CDlJLD IT IT LESS 
THAN A DAY IF ITS ORGANIZED AND NOBODY IS STOPPING YOU. 

Q: YOU CONSIDER IT ONE OPERATION? 
A: IT WOULD BE ONE OPERATION, SAME AS THE PHNOM PENH. 
0: WAS IT THE PLAN TO STAGE out OF VUNG TAU IF YOU HAVE 

TO USE HELICOPTERS? 
A: THAT IS ONE OF THE CONTINGENCIES,THERE ARE A NUMBER. 

AGAIN, I DON'T WANT TO GET INTO THE GREAT VARIETY INVOLVED, 
THAT OBVIOUSLY IS A POSSIBILITY BUT IT'S NOT REOUIRED. 

0: THIS DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE EVACUATION LONG HAUL 
AND SHORT HAUL REALLY ISN'T THAT IMPORTANT, IF YOU WANT TO GET 
PEOPLE OUT. 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 476R UNCLAS 

A: IT IS ON SHIPS. 
Q: NOT IF YOU WANT THE PEOPLE OUT, WE CAN GET THEM OUT. 
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A: NOW, YOU'RE ASSUMING SOME SORT OF A SYSTEM WHERERY 
THEY CAN GET ON BOARD, OH YES. , 

0: IS THERE ANY PROBLEM IN THE PHILIPPINES ABOUT BRINGING 
MORE PEOPLE IN, IS THERE A LACK OF CAPACITY FOR ADDITIONAL 
STAGING? 

A: CLARK IS NOT REALLY A GOCD PL/lCE FOR ANY KINO OF A 
MASSIVE OPERATION OF THAT TYPE~. THEY CAN HANDLE A COUPLE OF 
THOUSAND. THAT WAS ONE OF THE ~AIN TRANSSHIPMENT POINTS FOR 
TROOPS BUT THEY CLOG UP PRETTY r-=AST. 

0: DIDN'T THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT ALSO ORJECT TO THAT? 
A:I DON'T KI\JOW ABDUT THAT, I'D HAVE TO CHECK THAT. MAYBE 

YOU SHOll LD ASK ST AT E. 
Q: CAN THE F-14S BE USED OPERATIONLLY AS A COVER IN ASSIST­

ING THE EVACUATION? 
A: YES, SURELY, SURELY. 
Q: WE WERE DOWN TO 1,500 YESTEROAY, IS THAT 1,500 AND 

HOLDING? 
A: AGAIN, I'LL REFER.YOU TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT FOR AN 
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ACCURATE FIGURE ON THAT, I DON'T KNOW. 

0: DO YOU KNOW IF AMERICANS ARE STILL COMING OUT? 
A: YES, I CAN SAY THAT, THAT'S A FACT. 
Q: ARE THERE ANY MOVEMENTS OF 8-52S TOWARD GUAM? 
A: I WOULDN'T COMMENT ON THAT ANYWAY. 
Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY INCREASE IN THE 6-52 ON GlJAM? 
A: I KNOW OF NO WORLDWIOE CHANGE IN ANY 8-52 SETUP. 
Q: ANY INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF PLANES IN THAILAND? 
A: AGAIN, THAT'S THE SORT OF THING I DON'T WANT TO COMMENT 

ON. 
Q: HAVE ANY MARINES IN THE UNITED STATES OR HAWAII BEEN 

ALERTED FOR MOVEMENT WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS? 
A: NO ORDERS HAVE GONE OUT OF THIS HUILOING TO ALERT ANY­

BODY FOR ANYTHING. 
Q: AFP REPORTED FROM SAIGON TODAY, THAT THE SOlJTH VIETNAMESE 

AIR FORCE -- THIS IS SKETCHY -- IS USING A SORT OF BOMB NOW· 
WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS A COMPRESSION 60MB WHICH CREATES A VACUUM 
WHICH SUFFOCATES PEOPLE. 

A: I SAW THAT. I DON'T KNOW OF ANY BOMB LIKE THAT, THE REPORT 
I SAW CALLED IT AN 'ULTRALETHAL, ASPHIXIATION BOMB' AND THAT'S 
PAGE 5 RlJEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS 
A NEW ONE ON ME. AS FAR AS I KNOW~E DON'T HAVE ANYTHING LIKE 
THAT IN OUR INVENTORY, SO I VIEWEO THAT REPORT WITH SOME DOUBT. 

Q: NAPALM WILL HAVE THAT EFFECT? 
A: OF COURSE, BUT THAT WOULDN'T BE A NEW ULTRALETHAL 

ASPHIXIATED BOMB •. 
Q: THERE HAVE BEEN PREVIOUS REPORTS THAT THE ARMY OR THE AIR 

FORCE HAVE DEVELOPED A WEAPON THAT SORT OF SUCKS THE OXYGEN OUT OF 
AN AREA. 

A: WE HAD A BOMB A WHILE BACK THAT WAS -- AS A SIDE EFFECT 
DID SUCK SOME OXYGEN -- NOT ENOUGH TO BE USED AS A WEAPON 
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ITSELF BUT IN ORDER TO FACILITATE THE EXPLOSION OF OTHER 
BOM~S. THAT'S NOT NEW. I DON'T REMEMBER THE NAME OF IT MAYBE 
THAT'S WHAT THEY'RE TALKING AeOUT. I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION 8N 
THAT. 

(.:): YOU DON'T KNOW I-JHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT? 
A: NO, I DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT. 
Q: COULD NAPALM ASPHIXIATE? 
A: IF THEY MEAN NAPALM, EVERYBODY KNOWS WHAT NAPALM IS 

THEY HAVE NAPALM. 
Q: IF THEY HAD FOUND A CORPSE THAT WAS ASPHIXIATED AND NOT 
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t1lJRNED, COULD NAPALf'vl HAVE DONE THAT? 

A: YES, BUT THAT'S NOT A NEW ULTRALETHAL ASPHIXIATION BOMB. 
Q: I SIT TRUE THAT THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT HAS PROPOSED A 

$1.1 (v\ILLION 'PAMER FUND' TO FINO SO~~E WAY OF TAKING CARE OF 
GENERALS AND ADMIRALS NOW THAT THEY ARE BEING STRIPPED OF THEIR 
ENLISTED AIDES? 

A: AS YOU PHRASE THE QUESTION, Iii., SURE THE ANSI-ifR IS NO 
BECAUSE WE HAVE NO FUNDS EARMARKED TO PAMPE~ GENERALS. HAVING 
REEN KEEPING A 17-ROOM HDUSE MYSELF WITHOUT ANY ASSISTANCE, I 
CI\N SEE THE NEED FOR SUCH A FUND. LET !VIE TAKE THE QUESTIrJN. 

0: I DOI\j'T KNOW AH(lllTTHE !'IO'NEY FIGURE. THERE IS A STUDY 
GOING ON TO SEE IF THERE ISN'T SOMETHING THAT CAN BE DONE TO 
HELP THe 55-YEAR OLD HOUSE\~IFE \,JHD Hl\$ TO KEEP A 17-ROOi'l 
HOlJ Sf \~ I THOlJT t<lAK I NG HER HU 5i3 AND COI'~ E HOME FR or-1 IAIORK TO HEl_ P 
HER -- THERE'S A STUDY ON THAT -- I HAVEN'T HEARD A DOLLAR 
FIGURE BUT LET ME TAKE THE OUESTIDN. 

Q: SOMETIME AGO, I ASKED WHY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT WAS 
CLOSING DOWN THE FLAG OFFICERS DINING ROOM; THAT WAS A SELF­
SUPPORTING OPERATION? YOU NEVER GAVE US AN ANSWER. 

A: IT viAS NOT SELF-SUPPORTING. HOWEVER, LET rvlE BRIhlG YOU 
8T 
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UP TO DATE ON THAT. I HAVEN'T GIVEN YOU Ai'J ANSWER BECAlJSE 
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THEY HAVEN'T GOT IT RESOLVED YET. I HAVE MET WITH THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE CONCESSIONS COMMITTEE AND THEY HAVE PROVIDED ME WITH THE 
RATIONALE ON WHY THEY CLOSED IT DOWN WHICH I JUST RECEIVED 
MONDAY AND 11M STUDYING IT AT THE MOMENT TO SEE IF WE Cf]NClJR. 
YOU MAKE A GOOD P_OINT, THERE ISKIT TAY PLLCE Tn DO UNLLSS HEY 
on SOt-'l E TH I NG. 

C): lIRE YOUoGOIl\IG TO CLARIFY THE QUESTIOf\! AS TO v.!HAT HL\PPENS 
TO THE PROFITS THAT THEY DERIVE FROM THE VARIOUS CONCESSIONS? 

A: I'LL CHECK THAT. I WAS r;l[JRE ~!ORRI ED ABOUT THE OTHER THi\N 
T HAT. A S Y [) U .K NOW! THE W ELF I~ REF U "If) B lJ SIN E S S HAS BEE N G 0 I N G [] N 
FOR A LONG TIME. I HAVE NOT CHECKED THAT. 

Q: IS THAT JlJSTIFIAI)LE? 
A: THAT MAY BE A MATTER OF OPINION. 
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Q: THE FACT THAT IT WENT ON A LONG TIME, DOESi'J'T JUSTIFY IT. 
A: NO, I AGREE WITH THAT. JUST BECAUSE IT l;JAS GOOD ENOUGH 

@l~ --:-- H 0 \;J MAN Y MAR I N E S n 0 ~J E H A V EON 0 KIN A WAN 0 W ? 
A: I ILL TAKE THE (JUESTION. -Q 

__ OUR GRANDFATHERS, DOESNIT [VIEAN THAT ITIS GO(]G EN(]UGH FOR US. 

Q: IT WOULD BE CORRECT TO SAY THAT THE TOTAL NUMBER WITH 
, THIS FORCE IS 5,0007 

° A: I DO 1'1 'T \-/ ANT TOG 0 I NT (] N W<1 B E R S, 6 U T YOU IRE ALL 0 WED TO 

~: 

SPECULATE. 
Q: WHEN PHIBRON WENT OUT TO THE PACIFIC, IT WAS SUPPOSED 

TO ROTATE WITH EXISTING PHIBRON FORCES? HAS IT? 
A: NO, THEY'RE BOTH THERE. 
Q: IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA

o
? 

A: THE SOUTH CHINA SEA AREA, YES. 
Q: THAT'S ANOTHER BLT THEN? 
A: NO, THAT'S THE ONE WE WERE JUST TALKING ABOUT -- SAME" 

ONE -- NOT ANOTHER ONE. THERE'S NO ADDITIONAL ONE. T~E ONLY 
RECENT ADDITIOfl.! IS THE ONE I JUST MENTIONED; PICKEl) UP BY 
PHIHRON V. 

C: I'M CONFUSED AS TO WHAT THE EXISTING PHIBRON WAS. 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS 

A: YOUILL RECALL THE OKINAWA TASK FORCE OR WHATEVER Y(]U 
WANT TO CALL IT, HAD A MARINE BlT, THAT WAS ASSOCIATED WITH 
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THE PHIBRON. THAT'S THF NDRMAL Ir.JAY THESE FELLOWS J~RE USED. 
THE ONLY THING WE DID DIFFERENTLY ON THIS ONE, IS THAT WE ~AD 

THOSE 70~ THAT WE MOVED DOWN FOR THE EVACUATION WITH THE 
HLlJf= RIDGE (;ROUP. . 

0: ON THAT SOUTH VIEHIAiVlESE BOi'J\I:lING, THEY DO 'USE Afv1ERICAN 
SUPPLIED NAPAU~, DON'T THEY? 

A: THEY HAVE THAT. 
Q: DO I GATHER CORRECTLY FRO~ YOUR EARLIER STATEMENT THAT 

THERE IS NO MOVEMENT OF EITHER SHIPS OR PLANES OR MEN OTHER 
THAN WHAT WE ALREADY HAVE IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA FOR POSSIBLE 
EVACUATION? 

A: THE QUESTION I ANSWERED WAS ON NEW ALERTS. THERE ARE, OF 
COURSE, A CONTINUING MOVEMENT OF AIRPLANES. 8ACK AND FORTH, I 
tdOULDN If \tJAr'H TO ANSI'.'ER YOUR OlJESTION YES, FLAT OUT. 

0: I UNDERSTAND THAT, RUT PUT ASIDE AIRPLANES, THERE ARE 
NO OTHER SHIPS OR MARINES BEING MOVED DOWN TOWARD THAT AREA? 

A: NONE THAT I AM AWARE OF. 
Q: SIR, DO YOU HAVE A ROUND NUMBER ON THE NUMHER OF SHIPS? 
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IS IT THIRTY, IT'S HARD TO ADD THEM UP? 

.1:1.: I'lY ADDING CAME TO AR(Jl)I\Ji) 40 ADDlr..1G UP THE FIGURES I .JUST 
GAVE YOU. NAY BE A LITTLE MORE. 

0: COULD YOU PROVIDE US AN INTERPRETATION OF THE WAR POWERS 
ACT AS TO THE LIMITATIONS THAT EXIST OR THAT ARE ACCEPTED BY 
THE PENTAGON ON THE USE OF fv1lLITARY FORCE TO PROTECT AN 
EVACtJATION OF M-1ERICAf\J CITIZNES? SPECIFICALLY, AS TO WHAT THE 
LIMITATIONS ARE ON EXCALATION; HOW FAR CAN THE PRESIDENT GO IN 
SUPPORTING, WITH MILITARY FORCE, SUCH AN EVACUATION? 

A: yoG HEARD THE PRESIDENT THE OTHER NIGHT.I DON'T THINK 
THAT'S AN ANSWERABLE qUESTION. I THINK YOU'D HAVE TO WAIT AND 
SEE WHAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES WERE. 

Q: SOMEBODY HAS TO HAVE SOME IDEA ••• 
A: THIS WOULD BE A COMMAND DECISION AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL WHEN i 

THE TIME COMES. 
Q: IN OTHER WORDS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES IS THE 

ONE WHO DECIDES HOW FAR HE CAN GO IN ESCALATING? 
A: I AM SURE HE CONSULTS BEFORE HE DECIDES, oUT THAT IS HIS 

DECISION. 
Q: AND AS FAR AS YOU KNOW THERE IS NO LIMITATION? 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS 
A~ \~E'VE GOT TO I~PPLY THE RtJLEOF REASON. 
Q: PRACTICAL LIMITATIONS AS TO WHAT RESOURCES YOU HAVE 

AVAILABLE? 
A: I DON'T REALLY THINK WE COULD ANSI-JER THE QUESTION. THE 

PRESIDENT SAID THE OTHER NIGHT THE WAR POWERS ACT DOES PERMIT 
HIM TO TAKE, I FORGET WHAT HIS WORD WAS •••• 

Q: SOMETHING ON PRECISE LIMITATIONS -- HE DIDN'T MAKE IT VERY 
CLEAR. 

A: I'M NOT VERY CLEAR EITHER. WHY DON'T I TAKE YOUR QUESTION 
AND SEE IF WE CAN GIVE YOU AN ANSWER. FROM A PRACTICAL STAND-
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POINT, I THINK EVERYONE HAS AGREED THAT HE HAS THE POWERS TO 
USE SOME MILITARY FORCE. 

Q: THERE'S NO RESTRICTION THAT WOULD PROHI~lT THE USE OF A-52 
BOMBERS, LET'S SAY? 

A: I CAN HARDLY IMAGINE A CASE WHERE THEY'D pO THAT FROM A 
REALISTIC STANDPOINT. L~T ME TAKE YOUR OUESTION. 

Q: IN THE CASE THAT MAY ARISE AND A~PEARS TO HE THE MOST 
Illllt'llf\JENT CASE, SUPPOSE THE 5A-2 FIRED ON AMERICAI-.J EVAC\JATION 
PLANES AND HIT THEM, WOULDN'T THE PRESIDENT HAVE THE POWER TO 
ORDER RETALIATION STRIKES AGAINST THOSE MISSILE SITES? 
PAGE h RUEKJCS 4769 IJNCLAS 

A: IF AN ACTUAL EVACUATION WAS TAKING PLACE, YOU KNOW 
WHAT WE'RE DOING NOW IS NOT CALLED A~ EVACUATION, THIS IS A 
THINNING lllJT. WHAT TODK PLACE' AT THE END IN PHNfJlV\ PENH IS AN 
EXAMPLE OF EVACUATION, THAT'S WHAT WE'RE TALKING ABOUT. 

Q: THA.T STILL HAS TO COME, I PREsur'~E. 

A: RIGHT. THIS IS WHAT I ASSUME THAT LLOYD (NORMAN, NEWSWEEK) 
IS TALKING ABOUT. 

0: SUPPOSE THOSE PLANES OR HELICOPTERS ARE FIRED ON AND HIT; 
SOME KNOCKED DOWN, WOULD WE RETALIATE WITH AIRSTRIKES AGAINST 
MISSILES? 

A: LET 1-1 ETA K E T HAT () IJ E S TI 0 N, TOO. rw mJl\l FEE LI N GIS T HAT 
WE WOULD H~VETO; THAr WOULD BE A LEGITIMATE THING TO 00, BUT 
THAT'S JUST ME TALKING. 

Q: YOU WOULD HAVE TO DEFINE WHETHER THE PLANES ARE CARRYING 
AMERICANS OR SOUTH VIETNAMESE? 

A: THAT'S RIGHT. THERE ARE SOME TRICKY RAMIFICATIONS, LET ME 
TAKE THE OlJESTION. 

Q: CAN YOU TELL US THE PRESENT STAGE OF THE FIGHTING IN 
VIETNAM AS TO THE THREAT TO SAIGON? 

A: AS WE TALKED ABOUT YESTERDAY, IT'S DOWN TOVJARDS THE LIGHTER 
BT 
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END OF THE SCALE OF LIGHT-f'-10DERATE-HEAVY. THERE'S ACTUALLY VERY 
LITTLE CHAf\lGI: FRor"l YESTERDAY. THERE IS PRESSURE 8EING f1RDlJGHT TO 
BEAR, ACTUALLY, IN THE NUMBER OF DIRECTIUNS FROM THE SOUTH-
WEST -- VERY LITTLE FROM THE EAST AT THIS POINT -- AND SOME 
FROM THE NORTHWEST, BUT IT ISN'T BIG AT THIS STAGE. AS WE 
SAID YESTERDAY, WHAT'S COMING NEXT WE HAVE YET TO SEE. 
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FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS UFFICERS 
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MURNING NEWS BRIEFING 

PART I: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING BY MGEN SIDLE, WEDNESDAY, 
APRIL 23, 1975, 11:15 A.M. 

1. ON THE HILL: MR. GREENBERG, DIRECTOR OF MANPOWER PROGRAMS 
(()ASO-~'I&RA) IS BEFORE THE l-iDUSE EDUCATION i).(\JiJ LA~()R SU8COi"\i"lITTEE 
1"iHICH IS CClN()UCTlN(; HEARIN(;S ON VOCATIONAL, C]CCLJPATIONAL AND 
CAREER EDUCATION. 

2. NO SPEECHES TODAY. 
3 .• THERE II'JAS A ~r:I)ORT THAT THERE 1fJ()\JLD fiE A PRESS CUNr-Ef{Ei\lCE 

HERE THIS AFTERNOON AT 4:00, THil.T IS TOTALLY lJrHRUE. UNFIlU!\JOED 
WITHOUT BASIS. FEDERATION OF AMERICA(\J&~RA8 ORGANIZATIONS IS 
f.\EETING WI TH MR. ELLS~H)RTH, ASOJ ISA) Ii\! A ClllSEO SESSIO~~ AT 3:(i1(.j 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS 
bUT TH~RE1S NO PRESS CONFERENCE INVOLVED. 

(.:): !r-IHAT'S THE SUi:\JECT? 
A: "'IHAT THE FEOERI'.TION REPRESENTATIVES \.>JAf\!T TO or SCliSS 

MITH Don WAS NOT SPECIFIED. 
0: DO YOU KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THE FEDERA1InN, IS IT PRIVATE 

OR QUASI-OFFICIALS? 
A: I THINK IT'S MORE PRIVATE THAN ANYTHING ~LSE. WE WERFN'T 

ABLE TO FIND OUT TOO i"lUCH .1\\30UT IT BUT rHERE ARE Sf)t'1f. AMER-
ICAN ARABS UNOFFIClt"l.L GROUPS IN THf: COUf\ITRY AND THEY I\PPARF:f\ITLY 
H.·WE FORt'lED INTO A FEDERATION. I ODN'T KNOi-J HOW OLD IT IS BUT 
THEY DID WRITE IN ANn ASK TO TALK WITH A KNOWLEDGEABLE OEFENSE 
() F F I C I A L J\ NOM R. ELL S W 0 R T HAG R E E 0 T (] TA L K TOT H E f'l; SUB .J f: C T S 
ARE UNKNOWN. I HAD BREAKFAST WITH MR. ELLSWORTH ANO HE DOESN'T 
KNOW WHAT THEY'RE GOING TO ASK HIM. 

4. RELEASE ON ,v1UNTHLY STRENGTH J-=IGURES FOR fvlARCH. 
5. RELEASE ON THE NEW 8 INCH MAJOR CALIKRE LIGHTWEIGHT GUN 

OF THE NAVY WHICH HAS BEEN FIRED SUCCESSFULLY IN ITS INITIAL 
TESTS. THEY'VE BEEN WORKING ON IT FOR SOME YEARS AND IT'S 
I) E SIr, N E I) TOR E P LAC E THE 5 INC H G IJ i\J S T HAT ARE P R f: SEN T L Y (J N 
DESTRUYERS. IT'S ACTIJALLY LIGHTER AND TAKES LF.SS SHIPBrJARD 
PAGE 3 RlJEKJCS 4766 UI\IClAS 
SPACE THAN THE OLD B INCH GU~J THAT I.JAS ON CRUISERS. IT'S 
APPARENTLY A GREAT WEAPON. IT'S AUH1HATIC:MlO PEKHITS A SINGLE 
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OPERATOR TO LOAD AND FIRE PROJECTILES. 
Q: IT'S NOT LASER GUIDED? 
A: I HAVE NOTHING Of\1 THAT. 
0: A~E THE SAM-2S NOW WITHIN RANGE OF TAN SON NHUT? 
A: NOT THAT WE COULD DETERMINE YET. I HATE TO SAY NO, 

BUT ",IE DON'T HAVE ANY INDICATION THAT THtY ARf. THAT COULD 
HAPPEN AT ANY TIME AS YOU WELL KNOW. 

Q: HAVE ANY OF THE PLANES COME UNDER EITHER l"lISSILE OR 
ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE? 

A: NO PLANES HAVE COME llNDI::R MISSILE FIRE. \,.JE HAVE FOUR 
REPORTS OF PLANES POSSIRLY COMli'IG UNDER SOME KIND OF GROUND 
FIRE. I BROUGHT ONE ALONG AND IT'S VERY HAZY. FOR INSTANCE, 
AND T HIS 1ST Y PIC A L, THE P I LOT \'J H I LET URN I 1\1 G Tel M A K E HIS 
APPROACH TO TAN SOI'-J NHIJT, HE WAS QUITE AWlWS OUT STILL, 
DETECTED CIRCULAR WHITE MUZZLE FLASHES WHICH APPEARED TO BE 
FIR,ED DIRECTLY AT THE AIRCRAFT, I:HJT NO TRA.CES OR AIR BURSTS 
SHOWED UP -- WHICH AS YOU CAN SEE MAKES THIS A VERY HAZY 
REPORT. THE PEOPLE UN THE SCENE ARE CONVINCED THAT NONE HAVE 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS 
ACTUALLY BEEN FIRED AT YET. 

Q: ARE THE P LANES FOLLOWING ANY SPECIAL TACTICS GOING IN 
AND OIJT OF THE AIRPORT? 

A: I DON'T KNOW, I KNOW THAT WE WOULDN'T BE AHLE TO TELL 
YOU WHAT THEY WERE ANYWAY. 

[J: WHY NOT? 
A: SURELY YOU KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT. 
Q: NO, I DON'T. 
A: IF YOU'RE GOING TO TELL A GUY WHO IS MAY BE GOING TO 

SHOOT AT YOU HOW YOU'RE GOfNG TO COME INTO THt= AIRPORT, 
THAT'S A VERY 8ELPFUL THING TO HIM. 

Q: ARE THESE WHITE PUFFS SIMILAR TO' ANTI-AIRCRAFT FIRE? 
A: THERE ARE NO PUFFS. 
Q: WHAT'D YOU SAY? 
A: HE SAW FLASHES FROM THE WEAPONS. 
Q: THERE WERE NO HITS THOUGH. 
A: AS I SAY, NO HITS, NO TRACERS, NOAIRBURSTS. 
Q: DID SOME PILOTS REPORT TRACER BULLETS? 
A: SOME OF THEM REPORTED TRACERS BUT 01\) FURTHER QUESTIONING 

IT WAS DETERMINED THEY WEREN'T NECESSARILY COMING AT THEM. YOU 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4766 lHKLAS 
KNOW IT'S KIND OF HARD TO TELL UP IN THE AIR IF YOU SEE A TRACER 

. GOING LIKE THIS -- YOU KNOW IT IS GOING TO MISS YOU BUT YOU 
DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT'S AIMED AT YOU. 

Q: DID ANYONE OF THOSE PILOTS HEAR TYPICAL ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
TYPE EXPLOSIONS? 

A: WE HAVE NO REPORTS OF THAT. 
Q:HAS THERE BEEN ANY INDICATION OF DAMAGE, IN OTHER WORDS, 

FRAGMENTS? 
A: NO, NOTA ONE. WE'RE TREATING THIS WITH CONSIDERABLE 

CAUTION AT THIS POINT. WE DON'T WANT TO SAY THEY WEREN'T SHOT 
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AT BUT WE SURE DON'T HAVE ANY HARD PROOF THAT THEY WERE. 
Q: NONE OF THE FOUR REPORT ANY AIRBURSTS? 
A: THAT'S RIGHT. 
Q: SOME OF THE FOUR SAW TRACERS? 
A: YES. 
Q: WHEN YOU SAY THE SAM-2S' ARE NOT WITHIN RANGE DOES THIS 

MEAN NONE HAVE BEEN FIRED AT ·INCOMING PLANES? 
A: I'M SAYING WE nON'T HAVE ANY EVIDENCE. NONE HAVE BEEN 

FIRED. 
Q: DO YOU HAVE DOUBT THAT THEY COULD BE WITHIN RANGE IF THEY 

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4766 UNCLAS 
WANTED TO BE? 

A: I WOULD SAY THEY CERTAINLY COULD BE. NEEDLES TO SAY, 
EVERYONE'S LOOKING. 

Q: HO\t-J HANY EVACUATIONS FLIGHTS I.,jERE CONDUCTED THERf, FOR 
EXAMPLE, TODAY SAIGON TIME? 

A: WE HAVE A LITTLE TROUBLE KEEPING TRACK OF THAT SINCE 
STATE IS SUPPOSED TO REPORT ON THIS. NOT ALL OF THE FLIGHTS ARE 
ACTUALLY AIR FORCE PLANES. YOU KNOW THERE'RE SOME CHARTERS. LET 
ME TRY TO GET AN ANSWER ON THAT I SHOULD THINK WE'D BE ABLE TO 
GET ONE. 

Q: IS IT ALSO CORRECT THAT SOME OF THE FLIGHTS ARE NOW GOING 
TO GUAM'? 

A: Yf::S, THAT IS CrJRRECT. 
0: \rJHY IS THAT? 
A: STATE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED THIS NORNING THAT GUAM WAS 

GOING TO REPLACE CLARK AS THE CENTRAL HANDLING POINT AT LEAST 
FOR VIETNAMESE. NOW THAT DOESN'T MEAN THAT SOME STILL WON'T GO 
TO CLARK. THE CENTRAL, TJ-:iE B.~SIC POII\JT, WILL RF GUAM. 

Q: WHAT DO YOU MEAN VIETNAMESE; THAT'S ALL.WE'RE EVACUATING 
I SN 'T IT? 
IH 
#4766 
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\.j 

Q: I SEE ItJHAT YOU MEAN. THE M~ERICANS MIGHT CO~1E II\ITO CLARK 
BUT THE VIETNAMESE WILL GO TO GUAM. 

Q: ARE THERE STILL AM~RICANS LEAVING ON THEIR OWN, PAYING 
THEIR OWN WAY, USING COMMERCIAL AIRLINERS? 

A: THE R E 1'-1 U S T BE BUT I' L L U-l E C K T HAT. I D () NIT H A V r: ANY 
REPORT ON THAT. THEY'RE KEEPING TRACK OF EVERYBODY NOW, BUT I 
DON'T KNOVJ. 

0: IN OTHER WORDS, THERE ARE SONE AMERICANS WHO MIGHT HAVE 
LEFT ON COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS OUT OF SAIGON AND THEY WOULD HAVE 
BEEN INCLUDED IN ANY TOTALS THAT ARE AVAILABLE? 

A: LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION. IF YOU ASKED ME LAST WFEK, I 
KNDl-J L.~ST WEEK THAT WAS TRUE. THEY WERE KEEPING TRACK OF THEi"1 
SO I PRESUME THEY'RE STILL KEEPING TRACK OF THEM BUT I DON'T 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS 
KNOW THAT ANY ARE GOING THAT WASY NOW. 

Q: SHOULDN'T ALL NON-ESSENTIAL AMERICANSRE OUT BY NOW? 
A: I WOULD THINK SO, WF'RE GETTING ,DOWN. 
0: ALL THAT'S GOING [JUT Nm~ IS VIETNAI~ESF? 
A: NO, I SHOULDN'T HAVE SAID YES TO ALL, THEY'RE GETTING 

DOWN TO MORE ESSENTIAL AS THEY THIN OUT. 
0: BUT THE HEAVY MAJORITY OF PEOPLE LEAVING ARE NOW 

VIETNAilljESE? 
A: I WOULD SAY THAT'S CORRECT, BUT I 1·~OULD ASK YOU TO 

PL~ASE ASK YOlJR REFUGEE OLlESTlflNS OF THE STATE OEPARTMENT. 
WE ARE ONLY THE EXECUTIVE AGENT ON THIS, I'M NOT IN A POSITION 
REALLY TO ANSWER THE OUESTIONS. 

Q: THERE'S ONE ALLIED QUESTION, WHAT ARE YOLl DOING LOGIS­
TICALLY? YOU CAN'T SlJDDENLY OlH'lP SEVERAL THOlJSAND PEDPLE ON AN 
ISLAND LIKE GUAM WITHOlJT PREPARli\lG TENTS .AND t"'AKING SURE FDOD 
IS IN THERE AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND THE REST OF IT. 

A: OF COURSE THIS ISN'T ALL THAT SUDDEN. IN OTHER WORDS, 

,~: 

.~ 

t'l'l: 

t-~ 

THE COMMANDER ON GUAM, ADMIRAL MORRISON, WAS INFORMED THAT THIS 
MIGHT HAPPEN AND HE HAS THE CAPABILITY TO HANDLE SEVERAL THOU­
SAND AS FAR AS HOUSING IS CONCERNED RIGHT OFF THE BAT. OBVIOUSLY, 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS 
IF THE NUMBER GETS LARGE, HE WILL HAVE TO GO INTO TENTS AND I'M 
SURE THEY CAN FLY IN THE NECESSARY SUPPLIES AND SO FORTH. 
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Q: ARE WE NOW LOADING SOlJTH VIETNAMESE ON THDSE FIVE COM-
ERCIAL,SHIPS THAT ARE IN PORT NEAR SAIGON? 

A: MY INFORMATION IS WE'RE NOT LOADING ANYONE ON THOSE SHIPS. 
Q: ARE THERE FIVE OR. FOUR? 
A: THERE ARE FOUR THERE; FIVE YESTERDAY. 
Q: DID ONE LEAVE WITH SOUTH VIETNAMESE ON IT? 
A: ONE LF.ET EMPTY AS I UNI)ERSTAND IT. IT DIDN'T HAVE ANY 

VIETNAMESE ON IT. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THE QUESTION. 
0: WHAT ARE THEY THERE FOR? 
A: AS I TOLD YOU YESTERDAY, IT GETS II\!TO OUR 1'1ANY CONTI~JGENCY 

PLANS AND IT'S 'IN CASE' PROPOSITION. 
(): TI) EVACUATE \~HO? 

.A: IT WOULD HAVE TO BE DECIIJEfJ LATER. ynu Cill\! DRAt,,} YOUR mm 
CONCLUSION AS EASILY AS I CAN. IT'S ALL GOING TO OF.PENO ON THE 
SITUATION. 

Q: DOES THAT INCLUDE SOME 100,000 SOUTH VIETNAMESE WE'RE 
GOING TO TAI<'E OUT OF THERE? IS THE ARt'lADA THERE TO TAKE OUT 
UH1 ,0130? 
P AG E 4 RUE K J C S 4767 1)1\1 C LAS 

A: THE ARMADA IS THERE TO 00 WHAT IT'S TOLD TO no WHEN THE 
TJ~E COMES AND I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THAT WILL BE WHAT IT ODES 
OR NOT. 

Q: CAN WE FIND OUT WHAT THIS ARNAOA CONSISTS OF? 
A: I U~JDERSTOO() \.<IE GAVE THAT Tel YOUYF.STERDAY. THERE ARE 

FIVE AIRCRAFT CARRIERS AND SEVEN SHIPS WITH PHIBRON V. THE TOTAL 
NUi"!3ER OF Af"!PHIRIOIJS SHIPS DEPLOYED II\J THE SOUTH CHINA SEA 
AREA IS ABOUT A DOZEN. HOW MANY MSC SHIPS AVAILABLE TO ASSIST 
POSSIBLE EVACUATION OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE? TEN MSC PLUS ABOUT A 
DOlEN FOREIGN AND THERE ARE SEVERAL TUGS AND NtmEROUS BARGES. 
I GAVE YOU THE COMMERCIAL SHIPS, THAT'S ABOUT A DOlEN. THERE 
ARE MORE THAN A DOZEN DESTROYERS. 

0: HOW ABOUT FIFTEEN? 
A: IF YDU ItlANT TD SAY FIFTEEi\jy THAT Wm.lLO l)E RE.I}.SON,ABLY CLOSE. 
Q: WHAT'S THE POINT IN TELLING US THE NUMBER OF CARRIERS HUT 

NOT THE DESTROYERS. 
A: YOU CAN USE AS A RULE OF THUMB, AS YOU KNOW, THE CARRIER 

ALWAYS TAKES TWO OR THREE DESTROYERS WITH THEM. 
0: HOW ABOUT THE LONG BEAtH? 
A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT. 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4767 UNCLAS 
0: CAN YOIJ GIVE US /'J. TOTAL Nl;i'vlt3F:R OF THE MARINES? 
A: AGAIN I CAN'T GIVE YDU A nRM FIGURE. PHIBRDNS NORf'lIALLY 

CARRY A BATTALION LANDING TEAM WHICH VARY IN SIZE BUT IF YOU 
FIGURE 800 TO 1,000, THAT'S THE NORMAL FIGURE. SO THIS PHIRRDN V 
HAS EMBARKED A MARINE RATTALION LANDING TEAM. 

Q: \m ERE !) I D THE Y COM E F R Of"1? 
A: OKINAi>IA. 
0: YOU WERE GOING TO GIVE US THE TYPES IN THE PHIBRON sa 

E COULD DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THEY COULD GO UP ON THE BEACH? 
A: TWO LSTS: TWO LSDS; AN LKA AND TWO LPOS. 
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Q: HOW MANY PEOPLE ARE NOW IN YOUR DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE 
SAIGON? 
A: ABOUT 150, BUT I'LL CHECK THAT. 
Q: WHY ARE THOSE TRANSPORT SHIPS NEAR SAIGON? 
A: I CAN'T TELL YOU AI\IYTHING f''I(JRI: ABOUT THEM. I TOLD YOU THAT 

THEY ~RE THERE IN CASE THEY ARE NEEDED THIS WHOLE FLEET IS THERE 
TO HE AVAILABLE IF NEEDED. 

Q: NOW THAT MOST OF THE AMERICANS ARE THERE EXCEPT TO EVACU­
ATE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE. 

A: YOU CAN DRAW THAT CONCLUSION. I'M JUST NOT GUING TO 
P AGE 6 RUE K ,j C S 476 7 lJ ~,I C LAS 
PREDICT WHAT THEY ARE GOING TO BE USED FOR. 

Q: WHAT IS THE TOTAL CAPACITY'OF ALL THE SHIPS? HOW MANY 
HUi"1AN f~EINGS CAN THAT FLEET TAKE (JUT UF SOUTH VIETNAM? 

/I.: LET i"lE TAKE THAT DlJESTION. IT l"I'OlJLn OfPEI\li) ON HDW FAR 
T'S GOING, OK. IN OTHER WORDS IF YOU ARE GOING TO MOVE A SHIP 
RIJi'v1 VUNG TAU OR SAIGON TO THE PHILIPPINES YOU COULD TAKE A 
ONSIDERA~LY LARGER NUMBER THAN IF YOU'RE GOING TO MOVE THEM 
500 TO 2,000 MILES. 

Q: HQ\lJ MANY TRANSPORT SHIPS FOR HUfvlAN BEINGS IN THIS WHOLE 
LEET DO YOU HAVE? 

.4: trJE CAN'T USE THAT AS A FIGURE HECI~USt IN CJlJR PREVIOUS 
EFUGEE EFFORTS WE USED CARGO SHIPS AS WELL AS TRANSPORTS. 

Q: FOR THIS PURPOSE? 
~: ALL OF THESE SHIPS ARE AVAILABLE FOR THIS PURPOSE IF WE 

WANT TO USE THEM FOR IT. 
Q: OBVIOUSLY, YOU COlJLD TAKE OUT ABOUT 10i(1,000 PEOPLE. 
A: I WOULD SAY THAT WOULD H~ EASY. 
Q: DO YOU AHE ANYTHING ON HELICOPTERS AND MARLNES ABOARD 

THE r~IDWAY? 

A: I DON T HAVE ANYTING ABOUT MAKINES; THE MIDWAY DUES HAVE 
BT 
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HELICOPTERS ABOARD~ I KNOW OF NO MARINE MOVEMENT TO THE MIDWAY. 
Q: HOW MANY HELICOPTERS? 
A: I CAN' T SAY. 
0: WHAT KIND OF HELICOPTERS? 
A: LET ME TAKE THE (,)IJESTION. 
(,): ANYMORE MARINE MOVEMENTS FROM HAWAII TO OKINAWA? 
A: NO. 
Q: OR FROfYI THE \-JEST CDAST TO HAWAI I? 
A: NO MOVEMENTS OF THAT TYPE GOING ON. 
Q: THE PLANES ON THE CARRIER, DO THEY HAVE THE DEVICES THAT 

SEEK OUT I-IISSILES AND ALJTUMATICALLY FIRr: THE ROCKF:T TO ATTACK 
",1ISSILE SITES? 

A: r DON'T I<NOW. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION. 
Q: HO\.J ~1Af\JY HELICfJPTFRS, ROUND OR PRECISE FIGIJIU, ARE AVAIL­

PAGE 2 RlJEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS 
ABLE ON THESE CARRIERS FOR EVACUATION PURPOSES? 

A: LET ME TAKe THAT OUESTION.I KNOW WE Ct\N GI·VE YOU A ROUND 
FIGURE. 

Q: COULD YOU GIVE A SORT OF GENERAL· IDEA UF THEIR CAPACITY 
IN TERMS OF PERSONNEL? THE REASON FOR MY QUESTION IS TO DETER­
MINE IF IT'S GOING TO TAKE ONE 'FELL SWUOP' OR WHAJ? 

A: IT WILL TAKE MORE THAN UNE 'FELL SWOOP'. BUT AS I 
MENTIONED YESTERDAY, WE CAN DO THAT DEPENDING. ON THE OP­
POSITION. THAT'S AI~ EASY fJAY'S JOB. VOlJ CUULD IT IT LESS 
THAN A DAY IF ITS ORGANIZED AND NOBODY IS STOPPING YOU. 

Q: YOU CONSIDER IT ONE OP~RATION? 
A: IT WOULD BE ONE OPERATIUN, SAME AS THE PHNfJM PENH. 
Q: WAS IT THE PLAN TO STAGE bUT OF VUNG TAU IF YOU HAVE 

TO USE HELICOPTERS? 
A: THAT IS ONE OF THE CONTINSENCIES.THfRE ARE A NUf"lBER • 

. AGAIN, I DON'T WANT TO GET INTO THE GREAT VARIETY INVOLVED, 
THAT OBVIOUSLY IS A POSSIBILITY BUT IT'S NUT REOUIREfJ. 

0: THIS DISTINCTION BEHJEEN THE EVACUATION LONG HAUL 
,AND SHORT HAUL REALLY ISN'T THAT IMPORTANT, IF YOU WANT TO GET 

PEOPLE [JUT .. 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS 

A: IT IS ON SHIPS. 
Q: NOT IF YOU WANT THE PEOPLE OUT, WE CAN GET THEM OUT. 
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A: NOW, YOU'RE ASSUMING SOME SORT OF A SYSTEM WHEREBY 
HEY CA~ GET ON BOARD, DH YES. 

Q: IS THERE ANY PROKLEM IN THE PHILIPPINES ABOUT BRINGING 
MORE PEOPLE IN, IS THERE A LACK UF CAPACITY FOR ADDITIONAL 
ST/~GING? 

A: CLARK IS NOT REALLY A GOOD PLACE FOR ANY KIND OF A 
MASSIVE OPERATION OF THAT TYPE. THEY CAN HANDLE A COUPLE OF 
THOUSAND. THAT WAS ONE OF THE MAIN TRANSSHIPMENT POINTS FOR 
TROOPS BUT THEY CLOG UP PRETTY FAST. 

Q: DIDN'T THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT ALSO OBJECT TO THAT? 
A:l DON'T KNOW ABOUT THAT, lID HAVE TO CHECK THAT. MAYBE 

YOU SHOULD ASK STATI:. 
Q: CAN THE F-14S BE USI:D OPERATI0NLLY AS A COVER IN ASSIST­

ING THE EVACUATION? 
A: YES, SURELY, SURELY. 
Q: WE WERE DOWN TO 1,500 YESTERDAY, IS THAT 1,500 AND 

HOLDJf\jG? 
A: AGAIN, I'LL REFER YOU TO THE STATE DEPARTMENT FOR AN 

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4768 UNCLAS 
ACCURATE FIGURE ON THAT, I DON'T KNOtoJ. 

Q: DO YOU KNOW IF AMERICANS ARE STILL COMING OUT? 
A: YES, I CI~N SAY THAT, THAT'S A FACT. 
0: ARE THERE ANY MOVEMENTS OF 8-52S TOWARD GUAM? 
A': I W 0 \J L D ~J 'T C () H ~~ l: NT (J NTH AT MJ YVJ A Y • 
0: HAS THERE BEEN ANY INCREASE IN THE B-52 ON GUAM? 
A: I KNOW OF NO WORLDWIDE CHANGE IN ANY B-52 SETUP. 
Q: ANY INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF PLANES IN THAILAND? 
A: AGAIN, THAT'S THE SORT OF THING I DON'T WANT TO COMMENT 

ON. 
Q: HAVE ANY MARINES IN THE UNITED STATES OR HAWAII BEEN 

ALERTED FOR MOVEMENT WITHIN THE NEXT F~W DAYS? 
A: NO ORDERS HAVE GONE OUT OF THIS HUILDING TO ALERT ANY­

BODY FOR ANYTHING. 
Q: AFP REPORTED FROM SAIGON TODAY, THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAi'1ESE 

AIR FORCE -- THIS IS SKETCHY -- IS USING A SORT OF BOMB NOW 
WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS A COMPRESSION BOMB WHICH CREATES A VACUUM, 
WHICH SUFFOCATES PEOPLE. 

A: I SAW THAT. I DON'T KNOW OF ANY BOMR LIKE THAT, THE REPORT 
I SAW CALLED IT AN 'ULTRALETHAL, ASPHIXIATION BOMA' AND THAT'S 
PAGE 5 RUEt<,JCS 4768 \JNCLAS 
A NEW ONE ON ME. AS FAR AS I KNOW WE DON'T HAVE ANYTHING LIKE 
THAT IN OUR INVENTORY, SO I VIEWEO THAT REPORT WITH SOME DOU~T. 

Q: NAPALM WILL HAVE THAT EFFECT? 
A: DF COURSE, BUT THAT \-JOULDN'T BE A NHJ ULTRALETHAL 

ASPHIXIATED ~OMB •. 
Q: THERE HAVE BEEN PREVIOUS REPORTS THAT THE ARMY OR THE AIR 

FORCE HAVE DEVELOPED A WEAPON THAT SORT OF SUCKS THE OXYGEN OUT OF 
AN AREA. 

A: WE HAD A BOMB A WHILE BACK THAT WAS -- AS A SIDE EFFECT 
DID SUCK SOME OXYGEN -- NDT ENOUGH TO BE USED AS A WEAPON 
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ITSELF :- BUT IN ORDER TO FACILITATE THE EXPLOSION OF OTHER 
Bor~BS. THAT'S NOT NEV.}. I DON'T RElv,EMBER THE f\JAiV1E OF IT MAYB'E' 
THAT'S WHAT THEY'RE TALKING ABOUT. I'LL TAKE THE OUESTION ON 
TH AT • ' 

(.): YOU DON'T KNOW HHAT THEY'RE TALKII'lG AbOUT? 
A: NO, I DON'T KNOW WHAT TMEY'RE TALKING ABOUT •. 
Q: COULD NAPALM ASPHIXIATE? 
A: IF THEY ~IEAN NAPALrv1, EVERYBODY KNO\...JS \..JHi\T NAPALi"1 IS 

THEY HAVE NAPALM. 
Q: IF THEY HAD FOUND A CORPSE THAT WAS ASPHIXIATED AND NOT 

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4768 lJNCLAS 
BURNED, COULD NAPALM HAVE DONE TH~T? 

A: YES, BUT THAT'S I,IOT A NHI ULTKALETHAL ASPHIXIA.TION BOMB. 
0: IS IT TRUE THAT THE DEFENSE DEPARTMENT HAS PROPOSED A 

$1.1 MILLION 'PAMER FUND' TO FIND SOME WAY OF TAKING CARE OF 
GENERALS AND ADMIRALS NOW THAT THEY ARE BEING STRIPPED OF THEIR 
ENLISTED AIDES? 

A: A S YOU P H R A SET H E (:) LJ EST ION, I' 1v1 SUR E THE A t\l S W E R I S N 0 
BECAUSE WE HAVE NO FUNDS EARMARKED TO PAMPER GENERALS. HAVING 
REEN KEEPING IJ. 17-ROor~ HDUSr: ('WSELF ilJITHOIJT lIf\IY ASSISTANCE, I 
CAN SF:e: THE NEf:D FOR SlJCH A FUf-.ID. LET iV1E TAKE THE QUEST ION. 

rJ: I OOI\l'T KNOW AI'IOIIT THE ~10NEY FIGURE. THERE IS A STUDY 
GOING ON TO SEE IF THERE ISN'T SOMETHING THAT CAN BE DONE TO 
HELP THE 55-YEAK OLD HOUSH'JIFE WHD HAS TO KEEP A 17-RDOM 
HDUSE l~ITHOlJT MAKING HER HUSBAf\lD CO!'-lE HClfv1E FROM h!ORK TO HELP 
HER -- THERE'S A STUDY ON THAT -- I HAVEN'T HEARD A DOLLAR 
FIGURE BUT LET jVlE TAKE THE (JUESTION. ; 

Q: SOMETIME AGO, I ASKED WHY THE DEFENSE OEPARJMENT WAS 
CLOSING DUWN THE FLAG OFFICERS DINING ROOM; THAT WAS A SELF­
SUPPORTING OPERATION? YOU NEVER GAVE US AN AN~WER. 

A: IT WAS NOT SELF-SUPPORTING. HOWEVER, LET ME BRING YOU 
8T 
#476R 
NNNN 
IN 17837/113/75 lACK 
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UP TO DATE ON THAT. I HAVEN'T GIVEN YOU AI\) Ai\IS\..JER BECAlISE 
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THEY HAVEN'T GOT IT RESOLVED YET. I HAVE MET WITH THE CHAIRMAN 
OF THE CONCESSIONS COMMITTEE AND THEY HAVE PROVIDED ME WITH THE 
RATIONALE ON WHY THEY CLOSED IT DOWN WHICH I JUST RECEIVED 
MONDAY AND I'M STUDYING IT AT THE MOMENT TO SEE IF WE CONCUR. 
YOU i"lAKE A GOOD POINT, THERE ISK'T lAY PLLCE TO 00 liNLLSS HEY 
DO sm'1E TH I NG. 

Q: ARE YOU GOING TO CLARIFY THE OUESTION 65 TO WHAT HAPPENS 
TO THE PROFITS THIH THEY DfRIlfE FROM THE V,/""RIUUS COI\jCESSIClNS? 

A,: I' L L C H E C K - T HAT. I \-J A S ('1lf) R F ~m R. KIf D MHJ l JT THE eJT HER T H 1\ N 
THAT'. AS Y[1U KNm-J, THE WELFARE FUND BUSH-JESS Ht\S BEEN GOING ON 
FOR A lJll\JG TIME. I HAVE NOT CHECKED THAT~ 

C,J: 1ST HAT ,I lJ S T I F I A 13 L F.? 
A: THAT MAY BE A MATTER OF OPINION. 

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4769 Ui\ICLAS 
Q: THE FACT THAT IT WENT ON A LONG TIME. DOESN'T JUSTIFY IT. 
A: NO, I AGREE WITH THAT. JUST BECAUSE IT ,-lAS GOOD ENOUGH 

R OUR GRANDFATHERS, DOESN'T MEAN THAT IT'S GonG ENOUGH FOR US. 
Q: HOW MANY MARINES DO WE HAVE ON OKINAWA NOW? 
A: I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION. 
Q: IT WOULD BE CORRECTTU SAY THAT THE TOTAL NUMRER WITH 

THIS FORCE IS 5,000? 
A: I nON'T it/ANT TO GO INTO I\IUf'lBERS, BUT YOU'RE ALLOWED TO 

SPECULATE. 
Q: vJHEN PHIBRON WENT OUT TO THE PACIFIC, IT WAS SUPPOSED 

TO ROTATE WITH EXISTING PHISRON FORCES? HAS IT? 
A: NO, THEY'RE BOTH THERE. 
0: IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA'? 
A: THE SOUTH CHINA SEA ARfA, YES. 
Q: THAT'S ANOTHER BLT THEN? 
A: NO, THAT'S THE ONE WE WERE JUST TALKING ABOUT -- SAME 

ONE -- NOT ANOTHER ONE. THERE'S NO ADDITIONAL ONE. THE ONLY 
RECENT ADDITION IS THE ONE I JUST MFNTIDNED; PICKEl) UP BY 
PHIBROI\! V. 

Q: 1'M CONFUSED AS TO WHAT THE EXISTING PHIBRON WAS. 
PAGE 3 RLJEKJCS 4769 lJi\ICLAS 

A: YOlJ'LL RECALL THE OKINAWA TASK FORCE OR l-JHATFVER YOU 
WANT TO CALL IT. HAD A MARINE SLT, THAT WAS ASSOCIATED WITH 
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THE PHIBRON. THAT'S THE NORMAL WAY THESE FELLOWS ARE USED. . . 
THE ONLY THING WE 010 DIFFERENTLY ON THIS ONE, IS THAT WE HAD 
THOSE 700 THAT WE MOVED DOWN FOR THE EVACUATION WITH THE . 
BLUE RIDGE GROUP. 

0: ON THAT SOUTH VIF.TNAi\H:SE BOI"\I3If\!G, THEY DO 'USE l\f"lERICAN 
SUPPLIED NAPAU~, DON'T THEY? 

A: THEY HAVE THAT. 
Q: DO I GATHER CORRECTLY FROM YOUR EARLIER STATEMENT THAT 

THERE IS NO MOVEMENT OF EITHER SHIPS OR PLANES OR MEN OTHER 
THAN I-JH/H WE ALREADY HAVE IN THE SfJUTH CHINA SEA FOR Pf]SSIBLE 
EVACUA T I 01\1? 

A: THE QUESTION I ANSWERED WA~ ON NEW ALERTS. THERE ARE, OF 
COURSE, A CONTINUING MOVEMENT OF AIRPLANES. HACK AND FORTH, I 
WOlJl.DN'T \,oJANT TO MJSWER YOUR OUESTI!lN YES, FLAT OlJT. 

a: I UNDERSTAND THAT, RUT PUT ASIDE AIRPl.ANES, THERE ARE 
NO OTHER SHIPS OR ~ARINES HEING MOV~D DOWN TOWARD THAT AREA? 

A: NONE THAT I AM AWARE OF. 
0: SIR, DO YOU HAVE A RDUdD NUIVlBER ON THF. NlH·\IjER OF SHIPS? 

PAGE if RUEKJCS 4769 lJi\ICLAS 
IS IT THIRTY, IT'S HARO TO t~DI) THEN UP? 

A: MY tlDDING CM1E TO AR(llJj\JD 4(.') f.\.orlING UP THE FIGURES I JUST 
GAVE YOU. NAY BE ALITTLF MORE~ 

Q: COULD YOU PROVIDE US AN INTERPRETATION OF THE WAR POWERS 
ACT ~S TO THE LiMITATIONS THAT EXIST OR THaT ARF. ACCEPT~O BY 
THE PEf\ITAGON ON THE USE DF rHLITARY FORCE TO PROTECT AN 
E V A C I J A T ICJ N 0 F Af''l E R. I CAN C J T I Z N E S? S P E C I F I CAL L y, A S T f) ~J HAT THE 
L If" IT A TI () N S ARE [) N EX C A U\T ICll\l; HOW F t\ RCA NTH t PRE SID E N T GO I N 
SUPPORTlf'JG, \.JITH MILITARY FORCE, SUCH AN EV.I\CU/.\TIDN? 

A: YDU HEARD THE PRESIDENT THE OTHER NIGHT. I nOf\I'T THINK 
THAT'S AN ANSWERABLE qUESTION. I THINK. YOU'D HAVE TO WAIT AND 
SEE WHAT THE CIRCUMSTANCES WERE. 

Q: SOMEBODY HAS TO HAVE SOME IDEA •••• 
A: THIS WOULD BE A COMMAND DECISION AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL WHEN 

THE TH1E COMES. 
Q: IN OTHER WORDS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES IS THE 

ONE WHO DECIDES HOW FAR HE CAN GO IN ESCALATING? 
A: I AM SURE HE CONSULTS BEFORE HE DECIDES, HUT THAT IS HIS 

DECISION. 
Q: Al\I D A S FAR 1\ S YOU K f\JD \.-J THE REI S N (J L Ii''1I TAT ION? 

PAGE '5 RUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS 
A: wE'VE GOT TD APPLY THE RULE UF REASON. 
G): PRM:TICAL LHllTATIDNS I~S TO I-.JHAT RESOURCES YOU HAVE 

AVA.ILABLE? 
A: I OOf\I'T REALLY THINK WE COULD ANSvlER THE (.)IJESTIlJi\I. THE 

PRESIDENT SAID THE OTHER NIGHT THE WAR POWERS ACT ODES PERMIT 
HIM TO TAKE, I FORGET WHAT HIS WORD WAS •••• 

Q: SOMETHING ON PRECISE LIMITATIONS -- HE DIDN'T MAKE IT VERY 
Cl.EAR. 

A: I'M NOT VERY CLEAR EITHER. WHY DON'T TAKE YOUR QUESTION 
AND SEE IF WE CAN GIVE YOU AN ANSWER. FROM A PRACTICAL STAND-
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POINT, .r THINK EVERYONE HAS AGREED THAT HE HAS THE POWERS TO 
USE SOME MILITARY FORCE. 

Q: THERE'S NO RESTRICTION THAT WOULD PROHIbIT THE USE OF A-52 
80M8ERS, LET'S SAY? 

A: 1 CAN HARDLY IMAGINE A CASE WHERE THEY'D pO THAT FROM A 
REALISTIC STANDPOINT. LET ME TAKE YOUR OUESTION. 

0: IN THE CASE THAT MAY ARISE AND A~PEARS TO BE THE MOST 
IW-1INENT CASE, SUPPOSE THE SA-2 FIRED ON AMERICAi\) EVAClJATION 
PLANES AND HIT THEM, \..JOLJU)N'T THE PRESIDEI\IT HIWE THE POWER TO 
ORDER RETALIATION STRIKES AGAINST THOSE MISSILE SITES? 
PAGE hRUEKJCS 4769 UNCLAS 

A: IF AN ACTUAL EVACUATION ~'JA'S TAKING PLACE, YOU KNOW 
\tJHAT WE'RE DOING Nm-J IS NOT CALLED AN EVACIJATION, THIS IS A 
THINNING mn. WHAT TOOK PLt:l.CE AT THE END IN PHNOM PENH IS AN 
E X A 1'-1 P LEO F E V A C U A T ION, T H IH 'S W HAT WE' RET A L KIN GAB 0 U 1. 

Q: TH/H STILL HAS TO C(Jf>1E, I PRESU(-I{E. 
A: RIGHT. THIS IS WHAT I ASSUME THAT LLOYD (NORMAN, NEWSWEEK) 

IS TlILKlhlG ABOlJT • 
Q: SUPPOSE THOSE PLANES OR HELICOPTERS ARE FIREO ON AND HIT; 

SOME KNOCKED DOWN, WOULD WE RETALIATE WITH AIRSTRIKES AGAINST 
~4ISSILES? 

A: LET ME TAKE THAT QlJESTION, TOU. ~jy mJN FEELING IS THAT 
WE WOULD HAVE TO; THAT WOlJLD BE A LEGITIMATE THING TO DO, BUT 
THAT'S JUST ME TALKING. 

Q: YOU WOULD HAVE TO OEFINE WHETHER THE PLANES ARE CARRYING 
AMERICANS OR SOUfH VfETNAMESE? 

A: THAT'S RIGHT. THERE ARE SOME TRICKY RAMIFICATIONS, LET ME 
TAKE THE QUESTION. 

Q: CAN YOU TELL US THE PRESENT STAGE OF THE FIGHTING IN 
VIETNAM AS TO THE THREAT TO SAIGON? 

A: AS WE TALKED ABOUT YESTERDAY, IT'S DOWN TmJARDS THE LIGHTER 
BT 
tl4769 
I\IN~m 
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END OF THE SCALE OF LIGHT-MODERATE-HEAVY. THERE'S ACTUALLY VERY 
LITTLE CHANGE FROf''1 YESTERDI~Y. THERE IS PRESSURE l3EING BROUGHT TO 
BEAR, ACTUALLY, IN THE NlJf'1BER OF OIRECTtOI\lS FRDr"1 THE SOUTH-
WEST ~- VERY LITTLE FROM THE EAST AT THIS POINT --.ANO SOME 
FROM THE NORTHWEST, BUT IT ISN'T BIG AT THIS STAGE. AS WE 
SAID YESTERDAY, WHAT'S COMING NEXT WE HAVE YET TO SEE. 
iH 
#477V) 
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Sf::C TI ClN 1 OF 5 ,-- rD 
FROIVi Of~SD/PA 

FOR I~FORMATInN ANO PU~LIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS 
S lJ FLJ E C T: 0 E P ,1-\ R T /VI E N T 0 F D E FEN S E :"1 0 R [\1 I I\! G N E I~ S Fl R I F 1= I [\! G 

p t\ R T I: DO [) BRIE F I [\1 (; t3 Y ril G t N SID L E! TH U R S D tW 1 J\ P R I L 24, 
197.5, ll:15 A.~1. 

l. ON THE HILL: DR. JOHN J. ~ENNETT. ACTING ASO(I&L), IN 
DPFN SESSION BEFORE HOIJSE APPROPRIATIClNS OFFENSE SUHCO~MITTEE 

ON OFFENSE PROCUREMENT POLICY. THERE WILL BE SOME ARMY WIT­
NESSES THIS AFT~RNOON • 

2~ SPEECHES: AnM]RI\L HOLLOWAY, CNO, AND GENERAL CUSHMAN, 
i"lARIf\JE CQj\liv1 j.\i'JDAr\IT, SPF:I.\KS BEFORE f\JAVY LEI\GUF: COf\!\lEf\ITIUf\! Ii\! 
NEW ORLEANS. LA.' 

3'. THE UJI\f)li'JG FOR.t.. RDUTli\IE l\iV\PHII:'IIU!JS TRAll\!ING txF:RCISf: 
WILL BEGIN TOMORROW IN SAN DIEGO, CALIFURNIA. THIS THING'S 
PA(;E 2 RUEI<JCS 4R95 lJNCLAS 
BEE[\! SCHEDULED FOR MANY i'-10!'lTHS." IT H4S NrJ COi\:I\j~CTIDN \,JITH 
SOUTHEAST l\SIA AND THESE EXERCISES GO ON !)()\dl\j THERE OFF SAH 
DIEGO QUITE OFTEN. THE TROOPS WILL START LOADING ABOARD THE 
TRANSPORTS TOMORROW, APRIL 25. SO WHEN. YOU START GETTING STOR­
IES ABOUT THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION BEING EMBARKED FOR SOUTH­
EAST ASIA, THEY \>/ILL i']OT BE TRUE. THEY ARE CD/-lING OUT DF CI.\MP 
PENnLETON AND THE EXERCISF: WILL INVOLVE ABnllT TWO DOZEN SHIPS. 
IT' L L B E f3 A S I ( L\ L L Y THE F IF. T H M t\ R I N E A iv) PHI B I 0 lJ S B RIG A [) E 0 lJ T 0 F 
THE FIRST MARINE DIVISION. 

Q: TWO THOUSAND? 
A: A bRIGADE-SIZE THAT'LL BE, WHAT YOU MIGHT SAY A REIN-

FORCED REGIMENT, THAT'D BE CLOSER TO 5,000 • 
Q: WHERE WILL THE EXERCISE TAKE PLACE? 
A: OFF THE CALIFORNIA COAST. 
Q: ARE THEY GOING TO HAVE AN AMPHIBIOUS LANDING ON THE 

CALIFORNIA COAST? 
A: THAT'S WHAT THEY NORMALLY 00 ; I DIDN'T LOOK UP THE 

SCE i\IAR 10. 

.~ 

"'~,.l 

.~ 

~ 

Q: IS THIS A TRAINING EXERCISE? 
A: IT'S A TRAINING EXERCISE. 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4895 U!\ICLAS '7f 
Q: IS IT DESERT TRAINING OR JUST/:;::~[}OIJS?//./. /{.,_;i// 
A. NOT OESERT, NO OESERT. ~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ 
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l (J: DO YOU H A V E A j\J I C K N AM E FOR IT P 
A: EXERCISE 'l2,EI! hIISTEB.' IT \o.IAS ORIGII\!ALLY tI/'·INClUNCED ON, 

T8: 18T~ OF APRIL. 
4. VIE HAVE THE RECRUITING RESULTS H1R MARCH. 
5. \A!E' HAVE SOME l~nDI TI ONAL AI\iI\JOl,JNCtMtI\ITS AROI.JT THE ARiVlY'S 

A F F I LI A TI 0 I\! PRO G R ,A M \'} H t RET HEY II S FAN A TID I\! A L G U !~ R 0 H RIG AD E 
AND AFFILIATE IT Tn A DIVISION. THEN THAT DIVISION MONITORS 
CLOSELY ITS TRAINjNG AND ITS 'REAnINESS SO THAT IF lHE DIVISION 
S H [1 LJ L D G Cl T Oh' A R, I T'D H I\V E THE fJ P T I Cll\! [l FHA V I i\I G A 1\1 EXT R A 
ARIGADE WITH IT. THE nFTAIlS ARE IN THF RFLEASE. 

6. YOU ASKED ME YESTERDAY ABOUT THE LIFT CARRYING CAPA­
BILITY OF HELICOPTERS. IT'S INTERESTING TO KNOW THAT THERE ARE 
SO MANY VARIABLES IT'S HARD TO CONE UP WITH A GENERALIZATION 
B l JT HER. E 'S THE S T A i\l f) L\ R ['): A T A 9 (1 - D E G ~ E E T E !V) PER IH \ I ~ E AND AT 
SEtl LEVEL tHm IF TYE t4HJDS AREI\I'T 1:3 A ° , YQU CAi\! PUT A l"1ARIHE 
[) R A R H Y T R [) (1 PER \~ I T H HIS E () lJ I P I'~ E ;'\1 T - - H H I C H \~ (1 II U) COM E T 0 

. 4.RllUT 24(1, PilUi\JDS, IT \...JCllJLD BF LESS FUR. DTHERS. THE CH-L~6 CAN 
(I.\RJ<Y l6 PASSENf;ERS IJf\irJER. THOSE CIRCtJl'ISTAf'JCES Mlf) THE CH-53 C~AN 

PM~E 4 RUEKJCS 4895 U!\ICLfl.S 
CAQRY 37. PH)\-! AS YOll Cl'li\1 SEE ALL OF TH.!\T IS V~\RI!\I:\LE. OBVIOUSLY, 
IF YDU DON 1 T CARRY ECllJI PI'v1ENT, YDUCI)N PIIT r'~(JRE PE[)PLE ON IT 1 

BUT AS YOU GO liP Ii\) THF: AIR, YOU HAVE THI!\INER AIR, YUlJ C~\RRY 

LESS: THf HEAT ALSD HAS AN EFFECT -- 90-DEGREE HAPPENS TO AE 
.4 C;OOD OPER.tl.TING TEi'WERA.TURE FUR THIS J\RfA THAT \,'ltIRE TALKING 
L'ROUT • 

w: JUS T A S A r·, A T T E R 0 F HIS T U R Y, DID THE C H n p p r:: R P IL n T SIN 
THE VIETNAM WAR ALWAYS GET OUT ANO ASCERTAIN THE STANDARDS 
BEFORE THEY LIFTED OFF? 

A: WE 010 PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO SEVERAL OF T~ESE FACTORS • 
SOi"IE OF THEivl WERE FAIRLY· STAf\lDMW SUCH AS IF Yl1U'RE UPERATING OUT 
OF PLEIKU YOU K~m\d \'JHAT THE Tt:r~PEkATURF IS MOST OF THE TIi-"E ,AL­
THOUGH IT DID VERY SOME THERE. YOU KNO~ WHAT THE WINDS WERE, 
Aur THE CHOPPER PILOTS WERE VERY CAREFUL TO TRY TO AVOID OVER­
LOADING BECAUSE THATIS OANGEROUS. THEY .DUN'T LIKE IT ANY MORE 
T H At\) THE G lJ Y S T HAT ARE R I n I N G \.JI T H THE M. THE Y 0 0 PAY A T TEN T ION 
TO THESE FACTORS • 

7. YESTERDAY I WAS ALSO ASKED ABOUT THE ULTRA LETHAL ASPHIX­
IATION BOMB. WE DID HAVE IN 1970 IN VIETNAM AN EXPERINENTAL 
1:)0 j'm ~j E CAL LEI) A [ t3 U , 5. I' fVI S lJ RES m~ E 0 F YOU W ILL R E Iv1 E i'4l3 E R , -PAGE 5 RUEK,JCS 4895 LJf\iCLAS 
THIS WAS DESIGNED TO CREATE A HIGH PRESSlJRE EXPLOSION. WHAT YOU 
DID FIRST \.JAS CLEAR (JUT A LANDIN(; znr\JE 1.r.lITH I,-.lHATEVF.R l'vlEANS YOU 
HER EGO I N G T (1 lJ S E .R E 1'1 E fvil:) E R \.j E H 1\ [) S 0 l"i E EXT R A L A R (; r: B n t'1 t) S WE 
SED FOR THAT, A IDAISY CUTTER,' 1 THINK SU~1E !.jERE CALLED. THEN 
YOU PUT IN ONE OF THESE THINGS WHICH CREATED A HIGH-OVER 
PR.ESSURE WHICH EXPLODED ANY MINES OR BOOBY TRAPS THAT WERE IN 
THE LANIJING ZONE. THIS IS THE ONLY THING THAT STORY OF YESTER­
DAY MI~HT HAVE REEN TALKING ABOUT. 

THIS WEAPON HAD Tn BE DROPPED OUT OF A HELICOPTER OR A 
SLOW~SPEED FIXED-WING AIRCRAFT. IT WAS A CANNISTER WHICH 
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.. ~ 

HAD THREE OTHER CANNISTERS WITHIN. I WON'T GU INTO AtL THE 

DETAILS RUT WHAT IT DID WAS CREATE A HEAVY EXPLOSION WITH 
U1NS TOFRARLE nmJN-PRF.SSURf AND IT COIlU) BE THAT'S WHAT THE 
STORY YESTERDAY WAS TALKING AHOIlT. THE CHANCES OF ANY OF THOSE 
BEING OVER THERE ARE KIND OF SLIM BUT IT IS PoSSIAL~ THERE WERE 
A F HJ THE R E. THE IRS H ELF L I F E ISS H !J R T, R I JT 1\ S I f\i A!\! Y T H I hi GEL S E , 
S 0 ivl E 0 i= THE 1"1 PRO R A B L Y \...J U U L D S TIL L \,10 R K • S n \,1 E E X P E C T T HAT'S 
WHAT IT WAS. IT'S THE EWUIVALENT OF A 50W-POUND HIGH-EXPLOSIVE. 
G E i\1 E R /'1.1_ PUR P 0 S E R m~ R BUT "1 IT H THE FOR C I" A I i'll E D I 1\1 T U THE G R 0 UNO 
AND IT'S QUITE POSSIBLE THi~T IF Soi"lE GUY HAPPI"i'lED TO f1E IN 
PAGE (, RLJEK,JCS 4R9~j jJi\ICLAS 
THE MIDDLE OF THAT HE COULIl BE ASPHIXIATED BECAIJSE DE THE 
DOWN BLAST EFFECT. THAT'S PRoBOHLY WHAT THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT. 

0: THEY'RE S.l\YING Ii'! SAIGON THAT THESE PEOPLE COULD BE 
ASPHIXIATED WITHIN 200 YARDS • 

A: I DOI\J'T SELIEVE THE AREA OF EFFECT IS THAT BIG, ~!JT 
UNDER CERTAIN CLIMATIC CONDITIONS THAT MIGHT ~F RIGHT. THIS 
Bfllv'!l3 \tJl\S DESIGNED FOR THE INORHAL SIZE LANDIf\lG Z()f\JE ~,JHICH WOULD 
BE' S Iv] t\ L L E R THAll.! 2 ~j 0 Y 1\ R D S • 

0: ARE THESE STANDARIl EXPLOSIVES OR ARE THEY SOME KIND OF 
F LJ E L 0 I L [J R C; A S CJ R S ClivI E T H I r\IG ? 

A: i.r·IH A T H II P P E /\1 SIS T H L\ T THE C A 1\11\1 1ST E R R.l J P T U RES, !) I SHU R SIN G 
AN Af:ROSDL CLOUD WHICH IS nETClNATED AND PROVIDES A I3LAST EFFI::CT 
EC)tJIVALENT Tn t\ 500-POUI\J[) rlIGH-EXPLDSIVF (~Fi\JERAL PURPOSE f30Mf3, 
THE DIFFERENCE REING THAT THE MAIN HLAST IS DOWN • 

0: I TIS CLUSTER BDiV1B? 
A: I T I.-J A SAC L U S T E R Bl)J\1 f3 I f\j T HAT IT t) R E 1\ K SIN TOT H F< E E S U 8-

CANNISTER. IT'S NOT CLUSTER BCJiVJB IN THE SFi\lSE THAT IvE TALKED 
ABOUT BEFORE, RUT IT IS /) CLUSTER BOr.1B. 

Q: WHAT IS IN THE AEROSOL, GASOLINE OR. 
A: I'LL Hll.VE TO TAKE THAT. 

BT 
'#4895 
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S F. C TI 01\1 2 () F 5 
(J: (I 1\1A U [) I f1 L E ) E X P LOS ICJ N V E R SUS Ll TTL E B 0 i"H3 LET S G 0 I f\J G 0 F F ? 
A: THAT'S THE IDEA. 
Q: ONE TIME THEY WERE USING A SORT OF A COMPRESSED GAS THE 

SAiAE KIf\JD THAT \,.)AS lJSED FOR HOUSEHOLD COOKlhIG. 
'A: THERE HAVE BEEN A LOT OF EXPERIMENTS. THE RIG PROBLEM 

THlIT DEVELOPED HITH TH1S Oi\!E ItJAS THAT IT \rJAS sn INACCURATE. 
01\1 E It! A Y 0 F P L A. C I N G I T lUI S T 0 K I C K IT Cli JT T H F. S 10 F. 0 F A HUE Y • 
THAT'S FACTUAL AND YOU'VE GOT Tel BE PRETTY G(lI'){) AT THAT. 
I SUPPOSE i«JITH Ei'JD\JGH PRACTICr: YUU CDULD (;f::1 GllfJU AT IT. v.JE 
om NOT us!: THf)SE Tf) ANY G~E!~T EXTEf\lT. IT OF) WORK FROM THE 
STANDPOll'H IF YOU COULD GET IT 01\) THE TARGFT IT \~OUll1 OETOi\IATF. 
THE MINES all RIGHT. 

0: WERE THESE STOPPED IN THE 1970S? 
A: ALL WE DID WAS TEST IT; WE NEVER REALLY USED IT AND 

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 4R96 UNCLAS 
ACTUALLY IT WAS NEVER TESTED AS AN ANTI-PERSONNEL WEAPON 
RUT [J B V IOU SLY I T HAS A 1\\ .M! Tl - P f:: R S (l 1\1 N E l C /I P A B I L IT Y, R l JT i'! 0 T 
\j E R Y G 0 lJ D, ACT U ALL Y. IT' D REI f\! E F F I C I E f\lT FRO Iv! T H.A T S T A 1\1 0 P fJI NT. 

(:): I,m ERE v·) A S IT T EST ED, II'l S (]I JT H V I ET I\! AM? 
A: Ihj SOUTH VIETNAtv1. 
Q: WHAT WAS IT TESTED FOR TO CLEAR LANDING AREAS? 

~ 

,~. 

,~. 

A: A.S I JUST SAID, I THOUGHT TO GET THE foJlIW::S ANI) I')OOBY TRAPS 
EXPLODED. IT WASN'T USED TO CLEAR THE AREA; YOU HAVE TO USE 
SOH,=THING ELSE. 

Q: IT WAS PRETTY EFFICIENT TO EXPLODE MINES AND 800HY TRAPS 
IN A SMALL AREA. 

A: IF YOU'RE ON A HELICOPTER CfJlvlII\IG INTO A Lfl.l'lOHJG ZUNE IT'S 
REAL COI"\FORTING TO Ki'J01.Aj YOU'RE NDT GOIj\IG TO JlH'lP OUT AND LAND 
ON A ~n NE. 

(.): IT'S TO CLEAR A LA!'WII\!G ZONE. 
A: CLEARING IN OUR TERt-1INOLOGY IS ~mEi\I YOl! KNOCK Dmll\! THE 

TREES AND STUFF; IT'S PART OF THE CLEARING PROCESS. 
(,): FOR HELICOPTER LANI}Ii\IG? 
A: YES, PART OF THE PRDCESS, YOU'VE GUT Tel KNOCK DOWN THE 

TREES FIRST, THIS ISN'T ANY GOOD AT THAT. 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 4896 UNCLAS 

Q: WAS IT TESTED IN COMBAT OR WAS IT TESTED IN A QUIET AREA? 
A: IT WAS TESTED IN COMRAT; IT WAS TESTED BnTH WAYS. 

;f'~ooy/ ~J 
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Q: THE AIR FORCE S-AffO THAT THEY i::\OI)GH T SOl"'!: OF THESE THINGS. 
A: Y,ES, HUT THERE I,;JiEREIII'T MllNY. IT I,IAS t.. Vt=RY SfvlALL PlJRCHlISE 

AND IT WAS DECIDED IT ~ASN'T REALLY WORTH IT. 
(.): DC) YOlJ HAVE ANY IREASflN Til THli\)K THIS IS ~mAT WAS lJSED 

THE OTHER. DAY? 
A: IT'S THE ONLY ~~ING I CAN FIND THAT EVEN BEGINS TO 

l"lEET THE DESCRIPTION. ,ll FfJUi\ll) II\! LCl(JKII\IG IT UP THAT SCH·'1l:: 
P Ell P L f USE D Toe ALL r if I i'J S L A 1\) G - - I T IN A Sf\!' r THE [J r= FIe I A L 
NAME -- CALL IT AN ASPHIXIAT)ON BOM~ AND A DEPRESSION BOMB 
\\!HICH hlERt THE ~mRDS HSEO so IT LtlH)S IJS TO f:lELIFVE THAT'S 
GOT TU tiE IT. 

Q: THERE'S A SMALL CHANCE THAT THEY HAVE THESE THINGS. 
T H IH 'S THE H () R. D Y U t) l J Sf: 0, 'S jv1 ALL C H A 1\1 C E? ' 

A: NO, WE KNOW THERf'RE SOME THERE. NOHony KNOWS HOW MANY. 
THERE CAN'T BE VERY MANY, AND THE SHELF LIFE IS CONSIDERED SHORT. 
THE CHAI\iCES ARE THATr"lDST [IF THEl"j H(llJU)j\j'T ~~ORK. THIS IS 
REA L L Y r'j 0 TAN li'1 P () R T MH F.I\ C TOR I S \A,I HAT I' f-1 S JW I N G • 

,Q: WHAT'S THE CBI) OESIGNATION STAND FOR? 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 4896 UNCLAS 

A: THAT'S THF: CLUSTER. 6[1!ViI3. IT'S A Burvlt\ THtlT HREAKS INTO 
T H R E E P Mn S. f"i [J S T C L U S T ERR 0 !~1 8 S, A S Y [] U K 1\1 [)~!, 8 REA KIN T 0 
MANY'MORE PARTS THATN THAT, BUT OON'T ASK ME WHY THEY NAMED 
IT THAT. I HAVE NO IDEA. 

0: DD YUU HAVE /\NYTHTNG Oi\! THE FIGHTIhiG SITUt\TlfJN 11\1 VIEHIArI? 
A: LET'S GET I NT 0 T H n 1\ LIT TL E BIT. THE S T A 1\1 DAR D (.) IJ EST I ON 

YOU'VEIJEEfIJ ASI<If~G ME IS ABOUT SA-25. \I,IE SITLL DON'T HAVE I\I\]Y 
IN H] H H tl TID NTH A T ~J Oll L D P LAC E THE 'vi INS I f) E T H t 2 (i) (vi! L E K AD IUS I 

,,1 E N TI 0 1\1 ED. H 0 \" EVE R, THE REA R E j\J Q\.] t\ (; REA T I\J l) iv1 ~ E R HER E AND T H F:=fJ, E 
OF ENEMY TROOPS WITHIN 20 MILES. 

0: TWENTY MILES OF WHERE? 
A: nJENTY MILES OF T.t'\N scm 1\IHlJT. 
0: YOU SAID A GREAT NUMBER? 
A: I DON'T HAVE A NIJI"15ER BUT THERE ARE A I\!lH"1RER OF PLACES 

WHERE THE ENEMY IS ESTIMATED TO AE WHICH WOULD BE INSIDE A 
CIRCLE IF YOU DfH::\r.J A 20-r'1ILE CIRCLE £IROljND Till\! SOI\I I\JHUT. 

0: RlJt NO SA-2~? 
A: 1\J[l INDICI\TIOI\I OF THAT. 
Q: C(lULD WE SAY THOUSANDS'OF TROOPS WITHIi'j THE 20 /VIlLE CIRCLE? 
A: I JUS TOO N 'T H A V E A i\) Y F I G,U ~~ E S CJ NIT; I G U E SST H iH W 0 U L [l 

PAGE 5 RLJEKJCS 4896 UNCLil,S • 
bE ALL RIGHT RlJT I DON'T REALLY-KNOW. I CAN'T CONFIRM IT. 

Q: WHAT AAA wEAPONS DO THEY ~BVE WITHIN THAT CIRLE? 
A:\~E ACTUALLY HAVr: NO INDICATIUN OF ANY bUT THEY HAVE ItIiTH 

THEM THE 57S AND THE 37S. WE DO NUT KNIlW FOR SURE ,THAT THEY HAVE 
THE SA-7S BUT WE'RE QUITE CONFIDENT THEY DO. 

0: I S THE 37 RADAR GUI D60? 
A: THE 57 IS RADER QUIDED. 
0: WHAT ABOUT THE 37? 
A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT. IN SDHE CASES IT IS, IN sor"lE 

CASES IT ISN'T, I BELIEV~, RUT lET ME TAKE THAT TO MAKE SURE • 
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OF COUR,SE, YOU UIN FIRE' IT UN-RADAR GUIDED IF VOU WAi\IT TO. 
0: THOSE ARE WHAT -- ANTIAIRCRAFT NISSI1ES? 
A: ANTIAIRCRAFT GUNS. THEY FIRE SHELLS nR bULLETS. 
Q: HOW ABOUT THIS ZilOM 24, QUAD? 
A: NO INFROMATION O~ THAT. AGAIN THAT WOULD BE A LOGICAL ONE 

TO SUSPECt ~UT WE HAVE NU INFORMATION. 
rJ: DC) THEY H/WE THAlf AT ALL? DO THE NOR.TH VIETNAMESE HAVE 

THAT? 
A: THEY HAVE HAD THE QUAD IN TH fIR. INVENTORY IN THE PAST. 
Q: NO FURTHER INDICATIUN THAT AMERICAN PLANES HAVE BEEN 

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 4896 UNCLAS 
FIRED ON? 

A: NO, ACTUALLY WE nON'T EVEN HAVE ANY REPORTS TODAY. 
0: IS THERE ANV. ACTUAL FIGHTING GOING ON? 
A: THERE'S ABOUT THE SAME LEVEL AS YESTERDAY. 
Q: LIGHT? 
A: IT'S LIGHT, IT'S IN JlJST AtHJUT THE SAME PLACES. THERE 

IS;\]'T i'!UCH GDII\IG ON TO THE EAST OF HIEf\1 HOf\ H1IAJIIRD XUi'lf\j UJC, 
THAT'S OUIET. THERE IS Sor~\E FIGHTING TO THE srltJTHWEST /If\JO 
Tf-1f:RE'S FIGHTING em THE i\!fJRTH~~EST 8tH NOTHIf\!G BIG. 

Q: SfJUTHWEST, HUW CLOSE TO SAIGON? 
A~ I COULDN'T GIVE YOU A FIGURE. THE FIGHTING ITSELF IS 

P F U 13 A.l:l L Y A 8 [) U T 1 5 [vi IL E S, I T H I f\j K. Ii UTI \,,} A i\i T T Cl T 8 Y T 0 A \j 0 I D 
MISLEADING YOU FROM THE STANDPOINT THAT THERE MAY 8E TROOPS 
vJHERf: THERE ISf\!1f .ANY FIGHT!i\jG THin l\RE CLUSER THAI\I \,!HERE THE 
FIGHTING I~ THE FIGHTING IS NOT VERY CLOSE • 

0: HOW LONG HAS THE LULL 8EEN GOING ON NOW? 
A: I GUESS ABOUT THREE bAYS,'HASNiT IT? WE STARTED TALKING 

ABOUT IT VESTERDAY. 
Q: DD YOl) HAVE J.\NY INFORI'IjATION THJ\T 14 CEASEFIRE ISIMI'·HNEi\JT? 
A: I HAVE NO INFDRMATIUf\! ON THAT AT. ALL. 

!3T 
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SECTlrJi\1 3 OF 5 
Q: ANY INDICATION THAT THEY'RE HOLDING OFF WHEN THEY COULD 

MARCH RIGHT THROUGH? 
,fl.: \~[= REALLY HAVE i\l{] II'.IDICATIDN ON~JHJ\T THEY'RE nL:IING. 
[.1: A hJ Y I 1\\ DIe A T ION T HAT A S lJ R !{ E I<. D t R (J F S!x I C; [J 1\1 I S I i"i f'11 1\1 E I\fT ? 
.A: r.iCl I!\! DIe fI T I [J I\J () F T HAT. 
0: I1I\1Y INDICA.TIONS OF ANY SUPPLY PRfII:H.H"lS OR LOGISTIC 

DIFFIClJLTIF:S? 
t\ 

I i<'f--JDi,1 THAT'S BEHIG PL\SSED ARCllJl\JD AS A PUSSIKILITY AND 
IT T S, 0 F C 0 U R S E, A P 0 S SIB I L IT Y, .\) U T It! t H A V E N 0 I 1\1 rn CAT reI NTH A T 
THAT'S THE RFASON. YUU RECALL, BEFORE THEY START~D, THEY HAD, 
A S 1,1[: P III I\l H: I) 0 U THE 1< t flj M-IY T I fA E S, A T R E r~ E I'! !J U U SST Il C K U F S l) P -
P LIE S. I T'S T RUE THE Y I V E: P R ACT J C 1\ L L Y I) (J U ij L E: D T H t S I Z E (1 F THE 
FORCE RUT OUR ESTIMATES WERE THEY HAD ENUUGH THERE FOR THEIR 
PAGE I' RUEK,JCS l~897 IlhiCU~S 

ORIGINAL FORCE, WHICH WAS EIGHT DIVISIONS, TO FIGHT ABOUT A 
Yf:AR. Y[JU KNDlrI IF YOU DOUBLE IT THEORETICALLY YOIJ'VE GOT SIX 
MONTHS. ~UT THERE MAY 8E SOME LOCAL PROBLEM, IT'S POSSIBLE. 

C): (I N /.H) f) If:) L E ), I N flii R I r I? -. 
A: I 1f-1 TALKII\JG ABOIJT AVAILABLE TO THEf'·1 If\1 ['JiR III. 
Q LET'S PUT IT THIS WAY, IS THERE ANY MILITARY REASON WE 

KN{)\'J OF WHY THEY HOULnN I T MOVE UI\! SA IGClN? 
A: THE POSSIBILITIES ON THE MILITARY SIDE ARE THE NECESSITY 

TO RESUPPlY, THEY HAVE AS I THINK I SAID YESTERDAY, THEY HAVE 
TRADlTIDi\!ALLY FOUGHT IN KIND OF FITS l\I\ID STARTS SECAUSE THEY 
THEY GO TO AN OBJECTIVE, STOP, RESUPPLY, REORGANIZE, GO ON 
TO THE NEXT ONE. THE DELAYS BETWEEN THESE THINGS IN THE PAST 
HAVE BEEN AS LDI\IGAS .fl. COUPLE OF I,'IEEKS OR ONLY AS LONG AS A 
COUPLE OF DAYS. THE POSSIBILITY THAT WARREN RAISED IS OF 
COl J R SEA NOT HER P 0 S SIR I L IT Y. I,} E H A V E I\In I 1\1 [) I CAT Irl N 0 F T HAT , 
THAT'S \t.!HAT 1'1'4 TRYING TO SAY. THIS IS ALL VERY THEORETICAL. 

0: IS THERE ANY B.I\.O WEATHER CONDITION OUT THERE, LIKE 
HEAVY RAINS? 

A: NOTHING PART IC1.JLll.R. 
Q: THE RAINY SEASON HASN'T STARTED? 

P A(~ E 3 RUE K .J C S l~ 8 9 7 II i\1 C L l\ S 
A: IT'S GUING TO START PRETTY SOON BUT IT HASN'T REALLY 

STARTED. ~.) 00]// :Vr 

DECLASSIFIED 

"",,,,". 

~ 
t.t"t 

, .... 
.~. 



~p 1(/ 

~ 
~ ~: 

~ 

~ 
~p 
" 

~ 
~ «I: 
~ 
~ 

~r ~ 

~ 

~ 
f.L 

~ 

(1; 

~ <ZJ: 

"l1li 

~r 

~ ell 
'_.J 

~ 
" 

~ ~ ;: 
~ 

~, 

6.J: 

~ ~~ 

i !fir 
oil 
.011 

.011 

ff .011 

.. 

.011 ~\ .. 
~ .. .. 

~J .. .. .. 
~I 

,til 

~, 

DECLASSIFIED 

'0: ARE WE STILL FLYING AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE OVER SOUTH 
VIETI\\J~rv'I' INCLUnll\\(~ THrJSE PORTIONS blHICH ARE UCCUPIEIJ? 

A,: U 1\1 A R I~ E D A E R I A L R E C (J !\! [\1 A ISS A i\! C c, I' LL T A K E THE 0 U F. S T I 0"1 , 
IT'S A G Cl 0 I) (:) U EST I Ol\j , .[ f) fJ i\1 'T K i\I r:J\~ THE A (\1 S H F. R • I \,1 f)( J L [) PRE­
s U l"i E IT' S YES, R lJ T LET ~,q= T A K E IT. 

D: (',IHAT'S OUR SITIJATInN AS F/~R AS THE f\IIJI'HIER UF SHIPS 
WE'VE GOT NOW OFF THE COAST IS THAT STILL AROUND 407 

A: THERE'O BE NO CHANGE IN AN OVERALL FIGURE -- AROUND 40 
IS STILL ABOUT RIGHT. 

Q: ANY MOVEMENT OF MARINES? 
A: NO ADDITIONAL MOVEMENT OF MARINES. 
Q: THE R E l>J A S 6 I J PIP I C T U R EYE S T E R DAY S H 0 \<! I N G "I A R I 1\1 E SIN 

~AWAII 1,500 OF THEM READY FOR MOVEMENT. 
A: THAT f~LJST HE M~ OLO PICTURt. t,IELL ynU RErJ1U'l8ER, THE 

LAS T 1-\ I R P L MI E 0 F T HAT KAT T i\ LI Cll\l T HAT 14 ESE ~JT HJ [J 1< I N,fl, H 1\ JUS T 
LEFT YESTERDAY. THEY nON'T ALL GET IN,AN AIRPL6NE AT ONCE AND 
FLY OUT. 

-0: THE OUESTION WAS WHETHER THERE WERE 1,5007 
PAGE 4 RlJEK,JCS 4897 IJi\JCUi.S 

A: I HAV~ NOTHING I CAN RELEASE ON THAT OTHER THAN WHAT 
WE TALKED AROUT YESTERnAY, THE NORMAL SIZE. 

Of WE WERE GIVEN STRONG INDICATION THAT IT WAS A NORMAL 
SIZE BATTALION WHICH IS 8ETWEEN 800 ANU 1,000. 

A: LET [Yj E E X P LA I N HI.L\l /\ LIT TL E f:', IT ~ Y (11 J H /1 VET H REF T E R (v1 5 
TO WORRY ABOUT, A BATTALION, A BATTALION'S LANI)[NGTEAM AND A 
MAR I 1\1 E M1 P H J B I [) U S LJ NIT 0 Hi f I) A T T I\L I [J N vi r:J I) L I) R IJ 1\1 !:3 E THE E 1\1 8 ~) 0 
Ai'JD 1,0v)(.1. IF YOU THRO~J H-I THE REST, THAT l'tAKES IT A r3ATTALIilN 
LANDING TEAM, THAT MEANS IT'S GOT AN ARTILLE~Y KATtERY, IT'S 
GOT I\RlviORED {\.I'IPHIBIOtJS TRfJ(JP CARr,zlf:RS, IT'S GOT A LDT OF OTHER 
T H I N (; S • I T A [) D S 01\) SOY 0 U GET U P T [) A R 0 U 1\1 [) T H t 1, 2 0 '" - 1,::3 (iH1 
LEV E L. THE N LET'S SAY Y 011 PUT H f L I COP T f R S [I j\1 IT, THE li. I R CO fvH:I AT 
EL Er';l EI\JT IT S' C t1L LEI) -- P.i'W AS YOU R f: CALL 1:11= S Ff\jT nllT m,JE OF 
THOSE I-11TH THE HANCOCK -,- THAT ArJfJS 6HGTHF.:R 30fl flR SO "lORE. 
SO HHEN YOU GET UP TO /!. i'lARINE AIVlfJHIKIrJUS l)i'.!IT YrlIJ'kE liP AROUND 
1,700 - 1,R0~. NOW WE'VE KEEN TRYING TO TALK AHOUT HATTALION 
LA1\lDlf\JG TEAf'J1S RECll.lJSF 11\1 CURREI\IT CIRCUIv'ISTAi\ICr:S THE ESTASLISH­
MENT OF A MARINE AMPHIKIOIJS VNIT WOULD BE DONE MORE OR LESS ON 
THE SPOT. SO WE'RE PRIMARILY CARRYING THE TRUOP AS BATTALION 
LAi\JDHIG TEAMS • 
PM;E 5 RUEI<JCS 4897 LJNCLJ\S 

(~: eDU LO you TEL L US WHAT I--IA'S iVIO\! to FRIJM OK! ~,'AWA? 
A: IT 'tJA.S A RATTALIOI\I LAf'.JDING TEL\i"i THAT fc'I[1\ffO FROI'~ DKINAl.JA 

AND A BATTALIOI\I HOVEO FRO!,vl HONDLlJLlJ. IT OCJESl\i'T MEAN THAT SOI"1E 
D6Y THAT BATTALION WON'T BECOME A BATTALION LANDING TEAM. 

0: SOilijERODY HAS TFLLli\IG ME YESTERDAY THIIT THE SITUATION 
,COULD COME TO HEAD' AS EARLY AS THIS WE~KEND. IN OTHER WORDS, 
F:ITHF.R THERE'S SOME SORT OF /4 POLITICAL STOP DR THE !\IORTH 
V1ETNAMESE AND THE VIET CUNG DECIDED TO GO AHEAD. THIS APPAR­
ENTLY WAS THE FEELING AMO~G SOME PFOPLE IN THE INTELLIGENCE 
COIvH'HlNITY. THERE'S A NlJMRER OF PIFFt::RENT FEELINGS. DO YDU GET 

DECLASSIFIED 
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THE FEELING THAT WE'RE COMING CLOSE TO •••• 
A: IF YOU HANT HJ TALK IN T~RI"1S OF f:~.IEMY CAPAt'>ILITIES, THEY 

HAVE TH'f:: CAPl\BILITY RIGHT NOltl OF iv1ClUi\lTli\IG A :YI/I.SSIVE InTACK, SO 
THEY'VE GOT THAT OPTILlI\J. KIJT I THINK ItJHIH YUIJ'RE T.ALI<Ii\IG A13CJUT 
IS THE INTENTr(]NS. I ifJOlJLD HESITATE /\5 A FClRlv'FR If\iTFLLIGEi\!Cf 
OFFICER TO COMMENT ON INTENTIONS. IT'S A V~RY DANGEROUS TH]NG 
TO DO, kUT THEY DO HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF DOING ~ITHER OF THE 
THINGS YOU SAID. AS FAR AS THE OFFICIAL DEFENSE POSITION ON 
THIS, WE HAVE NONE. IT'S NOT LOGICAL TO HAVE ONE. 

0: THERE'S BEEN SOME ESTIMATES THOUGH, BUT THESE DAYS THERE'S 
PAGE 6 RUeKJCS 4897 lji\!CLAS 
Lin [)F HEOING I (;UE5S, OF \,jHAT THE Ii'HE'\ITIOi\IS ARE, RUT HAVE YOIJ 
HEARl) OR SEEN REPORTS .THAT SO(vl,ETHli\JG COlJLD Hi\PPEN SClDI\] OR THIS 
THIS \.JEEKE~m? 

A: I \,)OULI) SAY HlI~T S!Jl'~EnIUJG COULD HI.\PPEN Ar~Y MINUTE FRO!" 
THE STANDPOINT OF CAPAbILITIES. SO YOU'D HAVE TO SAY THAT 
s m·l E T H I N G C (1 U L D HAP P Ei,I T HIS \-1 E EKE i\J D; \,1 F. ' R E 1\1 0 T SAY IJIi G T HAT IT 
WILL, WE A~ENfT SAYING THAT IT WON'T EITHER. 

(.): HOW jvlt\NY Pf.fJPUtlRF: !.-IE LIFTII\IG OUT DF SIlIGfli\j EACH DAY 

AND H[)W MANY ARE AMERICANS AND HOW MANY ARE VIETNAMESE? 
A: PLEASE GO ASK AMHASSADOR BROWN AT STATE DEPARTMENT THIS 

(')UES1)DN. 
Q: HOW MANY CONTRACT FREIGHTERS ARE IN THE SAIGON HAR60R? 
A: TODAY, WE'RE DOWN TO THREE. 
(..)-: l"E I·JERE TOl[) YESTERDAY TH/\T' S ALL, THkEf' 5 I_EFT. 
1\: I CHECKED THAT THIS MORNING fiNO THAT'S WRONG. I HEARD 

THAT YESTEROAY TOO, RUT AS OF AN HOUR OR TWO AGO, THERE WERE 
THRFF:. -

0: DO YOI! KNOV-! 1.'IHAT THEY'RE DOING? 
A: THE Y , R E W A IT I W; F () R F lJ R THE I~ INS T Rue T IC1i\J S • 
Q: WHAT OlD THE ONE TAKE OUT? 

tn 
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SECTION 4 OF 5 
1-'1: I~S FAR AS r CAf~ FINO OUT, IT DIDl\j'T TAKE OUTANYTHHIG. 
0: WHERE'D THEY GO? 
J~: OU T TfJ SEA. 
(): IT'S i\!LlT STMlDIi\!G OFF VUNG TAlJ OR SDrvlEPU\CE? 

,A: I DO f\j 'T K r'i U '.4 ACT i.J ALL Y, I:l U T IT ISS TAN D I l\j G 0 F F S 01\1 E P LAC E • 
Q: TWO LEFT EMPTY, IS THAT RIGHT? 
A: I'U HAVE Tf) CHECK THE FIRST (Jf'-lE. 
(.): YES T E R D ,A Y ISO N F, \~ E i\1 T 0 lJ T F ,',1 P T Y • 
1-'1: THilT'S THE ONE I'l'll TALKIi'JG AF)[JUT. THE DN!:: I [)(JI\j'T K[\Jml 

ABOUT, BUT 11["1 PRETTY SURE THEY'RE BUTH tfilPTY, ACTUALLY, bUT 
I 'U_ CHfCK THAT. 

Q: DOES MR. SCHLESINGER HAVE ANY RESPONSE TO THE DICK LEVINE 
PIE C f. I NTH F: \U\ L L S T REt T J 0 lJ R i\I A L MHJ U T HIS I-j I'l. D lhl T F.: L LI G ENe E ? 

A: 11M NOT SPEAKING FOR MR. SCHLESINGER ON THIS, BUT AS I 
P AGE ~ R l J t= K J C S 4 R <:) 13 I J r--I C LAS 
POINTED nUT FRnrvl THIS PLt\TFnRr~ RIGHT AFTFR THF FIRST FVFNT, 
f~AlI\ELY, THAT THIS YEAR HE ESTIMATED I,'JOIILO RE A CHIPPIN(; A!.JAY 
AND THAT THE MAIN OFFENSIVE WOULD COME NEXT YEAR. JUST TWO 
PAR A. G RAP H S L ATE R H E POI [\1 TEO Cl U T" T H A. T H t \~I\ S N '"T R I J L I f\j G 0 U T T HAT 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WOULD CERTAINLY EXPLOIT ANY OPPORTUNITIES 
THEY, MIGHT DEVELOP. SO I DON'T THINK THAT'S ALL THAT BAD. 

0: LnOKING FROM HINDSIGHT, IS THERE ANY INDICATION THAT THEY 
REALLY IMPROVISED THAT THAT THEY HAD NOT PLANNED A MAJOR OF­
FENSI VE THI S YEAR, !jUT IT OPI::f\!ED UP FOR THFi'~ ! .. -JHEi\J THE RETREAT 
CAiV1E? 

A: I THINK THAT IS THE C[J('IJCLlJS[OI\! THAT iViUST OF THE Af\!ALYSTS 
ARE REACHING, THAT THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT HAPPENED. THEY HAD A 
'OTAllY UNEXPECTED OPPORTUNITY WHICH THEY TOOK AOVANTAGE OF. 

0: JUST FOR THE RECORD, HAVE WE LANOED ANY MARINEs INTO 
SOUTH VIETNAM OR ANY MARINES ON THOSE FREIGHTERS IN PORT NEAR 
SAIGON? 

A: NU, THE ONLY MARHJI::S IN VI'ETNAM ARE THE Q[\IES WHO ARE 
GUARDING THE EMBASSY IN SAIGON. 

Q: IS THERE ANY INDICATION OF SMALL BOAT ACTIVITY AS PART 
AS OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE OFF THE COAST? 
PAGE 3 RLJEKJCS 4898 UI\!CLAS 

A:THERE ARE SOME INDICATIONS THAT THENORTH VIETNAMESE ARE 
AT LEAST THINKING ABOUT, AND QUITE LOGICALLY, USING THE PORTS 
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THAT THEY'VE CAPTUReD FURTHER SOUTH FUR RESUPPLY. 
0: ARE THEY G,ETTING CLOSE Hl DUR ••• 
A: WE DON'T REALLY HAVE ANY INOICATIONS OF THAT. THE INDI­

CATIONS ARE ALL LOGISTIC4L. 
(J: HH.4T ARE THE Ii\JUICATIL1NS, CAN YUU DETtUL 'THAT? 
A: THERE'VE BEEN A COUPLE OF SHIPS AT LEAST THAT HAVE 

j"l[iVEI) l)()i.,.jN, AT LEAST AS FAR AS CHU LAI AI\jI) IrJE'RE EXPECTIi\!G 
THEY'LL FIE SHO'·!I NG UP FURTHER SOUTH THAI\I, THAT. 

0: H HAT K I 1\1 I) [) F S HIP S? 
A: U1GISTICAL SH IPS, CARGO CARRI~RS, I\!DT LCRG,E, BUT CARGIl. 
Q: ARE THE S D I JT H V ItT f\I AI~ ESE jIJ t\ \j Y C HAL L E 1\) G I i\) G THE M ? 
A: NO, I 't"1 S lJ RET HEY , R E NOT. 

'n: ANY SIGN OF SOVIET NVA SHIPS GnIN~ Tn DANANG, NOW THAT'S 
DPtf\j A(':,AIN? 

A: I t) ELI EVE THE A 1\) S "J E !~ TOT H I~ TIS YES, _ BUT LET 1,1 ~ T A K E T H I:: 
ClLJ EST I Cl f\! .' 

n: MR. SCHLESINGER'S VISIT TODAY WITH FRENCH AN~ GERMAN 
P M~ L I t,li'~ E i\JT A R I f.I [\1 S, \·1 H 0 'S CO 1"1 I i\l G I i\lT n nlD fl. Y ? 
PAr;E 4 RlIEK..JCS 4H9H Ur'iCLlIS 

A: THIS IS i'J. BIPARTISlIN GRrlUP ir-JHICH If\JCLl.Jf)ES Y[)UhlG FRENCH, 
GERMAN AND AMERICAN PARLI~MENTARIANS WH[) ARE INTERFSTEO IN 
OI:)TAiNli\IG.1:-. BETTF:R lJ~JDF.RST6f\JI)If\!G DF I::ACH Cfllji':TRY'S U':GISLAT1VE 
1~i\Ii.! POLITICAL PRDCESSES. THE!~E AHE i\JfJ f\jM~ES. THIS IS A GRClUP 
TRYlf\JG TO FTi'ID OlJT HIJ\~ THE DTHJ:R !\I,L\TIf]i\i v,.lflRI<S. LT'S A PRDGRAiV\ 
TH.l'-T'S BEEN GrJli\JG Oi\l Sfi'-!CE 1970 l\Mllr'~(; HiI:: THR~E CCHJhITRIES. 

(.): CAi\! YOU HLL us l\.I~OUT HIS i'lEETING i;.IITH DEFE"'ISE IV'ilI\IISTER 
DENITZ OF ISRAEL? 

A: 1,10, I CAf'I'T TALK AI.:\OUT It-JHAT HE SAID 11\! THERE'. I CAi\! 
REINTERAT HIS PREV!OSLY STATED POSITION AND THE PRESIDENT'S 
PREVICJUSLY STATEn PDSITION Of\1 THE MATTER ClF SUPPORT TD ISRAEL, 
I\jAj'!I[:LY, THAT THE SECURITY OF ISRL\EL lAiOULIJ REivll\II\J /VJ ClBJECTIVr: 
D F IH E I J NIT E D S TAT E S (; u 1/ E R 1\1 rJ1 E I'J T • 

(.): 1ST HER E A 1\1 Y r~ E 1\ S Cl i\I 'l~ H Y HIS V I S IT IrJ A S ~1f.lT LIS TED YES T E R I) A. Y ? 
A: IfJE'RE ALL TRYI!\jG TO FIf\IO DIJT THi\T HAPPEI\IFD. 
(J: H A V E A [\1 Y MIG S S H () v! I\J lJ P HJ S [Jl IT H T (J 0 A Y ? 
A: NCl. 
Q: ANY CONRAT PLANES? 
A: NO COM8AT PLANES. 
(..): THE Y , R E C 01\1 T I j\j 1I I N G C [lll R I ~ R F LI G H T S ? 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 4898 UNCLAS 
A: COURIER FLIGHTS. 
Q: IS THERE A PENTAGON WRAP~UP ON THE SOVIET NAVY EXERCISE? 
A: NOTHING NEW REALLY. I'VE ASKED THEM TO LET ME KI\JOW WHEN 

THE THING APPEARS TO BECOi'''1ING TlJ AN Ef\lf) FlUT IT'S STILL GOING 
ON IN OTHER WORDS. 

(J: DID HE EVER' FIND lJlJT WHETHER ANY OF THE U~RKIERS \~ERE 
EN~AGED IN THIS EXERCISE THAT IS THE TWO HELICDPTER CARRIERS? 

A: I'LL HAVE TO CHECK THAT. 
(..): HDW AtWUT THE NUMf3ER OF Hf:LICOPHRS, WERE YOU GD1NG TO 

LOOK THAT llP THE OTHER DAY? 
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A: I CAN'T GIVE YO~ A NUM~ER. IN TRYING TO ADD UP WHAT WE'VE 
TALKED A.!~OUT 511 FAR, 11 \,.)fJULD CCH'1E TO Af3ClUT 7VJ. I CMl SAY THAT, 
BUT T H t\ TIS NJ] T t X ACT Uf R [ C; H T. J T 'S 13 E T T E R T H {\ N 7 0 • 

Q: 7~ TRANSPO~TS OR •••• 
A: T R Al\J S P (J R T S • COt HlJ1 F. H f'1 ALL, I' f) GET IV: n R F. T H /\ NTH i\ T • 
C): HHY DID YOU DEC:lf!JE HJ GIVE US THAT ERRUI\If:CJUS FIGtJRf: , 

Af\Jf) Tr: LL ti S THA T THERE \r] ER E MOR E THAI\! THA T? 
A: I I ;-1 N [] TAT LI p, F R lTV TOG I \I E Y CltJ T H f F X t\ C T FIG lJ R E. WE 

HAE FROM TIME-TO-TIME MENTIONED CERTAIN NUM~ERS AND IF A~YONE 

ADD E IJ THE HA L L UP HE' 0 GET tl R (J U N r) 7)). 
P Ar;E 6 RlJEK,)CS l,1)98 l1r.'!CLAS 

0: 15 THAT 25 PI::RCEw.JT DF THE l!1T/~L? 
A: 1\1 (), T HAT I S 11 C LOS E FIG lJ R E: • 
(): HOIAI DID YOU GET TO IT? r' 

A: THIS GOES \'JAY 8ACK TO \AJHENWE !.JERE TALKIi\!G I~BDlIT THE 
OKINAWA WEEKS AGO. 

Q~ liVE GOT 15 ON. EACH, IS THAT WRONG? 
A: THERE'~E OTHERS INSERTED IN THERE. YOU OONIT HAVE TO 

TtlKE 1,1Y FrC;U!?E. I 'r',~ f'lUT GOI\j(; OT PJSrST Df\I IT. 
0: ARE MOST OF THESE ON THE OKINAWA? 
A: NO, THEY'RE SPREAD AROUND. 
0.: AI~E THEY ON 1,1 ORE HIMI THE THREE SHIPS -- ClKH\I/\I.~A, I'HDItJAY 

.AND HM1CUCK? 
A: THERE ARE .FIVE CARRIERS BUT THE: THREE THilT Y(JU r/!ENTlf)[\lED 

14 R E . THE P rn i'K I -P ;:\ L S • 
(:): LET'S ASSIJf\iE THAT TON SON I\JHIJT ISCUJSED DOHI\!. I'VE HEl\RO 

.A FIG U RET HAT H E COl J LnG f T D U T f) F: H~ E E N 5 A i\! D l (;) ,~H1{ij PEr J P LEA . 
DAY FROi'~ DQ!".JNTOItIN, UNLESS THE TROOPS WERE ALL OVER THE PLACE, 
IISING THESE HELICPTERS. IS THAT 1l.CCURATE? 

A: 1'1) SAY THin \-!OlJLD 8E HIGH. tIS I 5/\10 YESTERDAY AND I 
DON'T HAVE AN EXACT FIGURE, LET'S SAY 1,600, THAT COULD, tiE DUNE 
BT 
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SECTION 5 OF 5 
IN A DAY. 

0: 1,600 COULD BE DONE IN A DAY? 
A: WEATHER PERMITTING, RESISTANCE PERMITTING AND ~LL THE 

V ,A R I A [~ L E S Id II U L f) H A VET (J MER I G H T • 
<-): ii, k I:: It) E H 0 L I) l!'\j (; lJ PUN THE E V A C U A TI () N n F T H F S I') lJ T H V I t=T -

NAMESE UNTIL WE GET CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL? 
A: I RECfW,f'f,END YOU ASK THAT ClF STATE DEPARP1EI\IT. 
0: IS THERE ANY COST FIGURE YOU CAN PHT ON HE OPERATION 

SO FAR? 
A: NO, I COULDN'T NOW. LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION. 

T 
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!H 
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SECTIDN 1 Dr: ') /'" 0:'\ 
F ROf"l 0,,\5 [) IPA :; r U 
FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS 
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING 

PART I: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING FRIDAY, APRIL 25, 1975, 
11:15 A.M. HY MGEN SIDLE 

1. -Oi'l THE HILL: HR. VfRNfJN MCKENZIE, PO/),SO/H&E, APPEARS BE­
FflRt: M~ IJP~=I\I SESSION OF THI~ SlJBCClHNITTEE ON 1"1[]NOPOLY OF THE 
SEf'JATE SELECT COMHITTEE ON SMALL BUSII\IESS; THE SUKJECT IS 
OP,UG PRDCURf::HENT /\ COpy IS A\U\.I lABLE. 

2. SPEECHES: NAVY SECRETARY M[OOENOORF WILL SPEAK IN NOR­
FOLK? VA. TODAY AND NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, TONIGHT. HE'S 
(; lJ I f\l G T [) BET HE P R 1 N C I PAL S PEA K ERA T THE N A V Y LEA G U f: HI f;) E W 
ORLEANS. THE TEXT OF HIS SPEECH WILL BE AVAILAblE. THEN HE'S 
GOINe TO NEWPORT NEWS VIRGjNIA, .TONORROW FOR THE KEEL-LAYING 
PAGE. 2 RUEKJCS 5027 UNClAS 
OF THf NUCLE~R SUBMARINE HIRMINGHAM AND THE lAUNCHING OF THE 
NUCLEaR SUBMARINE BATON ROUGE. 

3. MR. CLEMENTS IS GOING TO FLORIDA TONIGHT AND HE WILL 
WATCH THE POLARIS MISSILE TEST OFF CAPE CANAVERAL, FLORIDA, 
vll-lICH TAKES PLACE TOMORR()l--i. 

0: WHAT'S SPECIAL ABOUT THE POLARIS TEST? 
A: HE HAS NOT SEEN ONE. 
4. FOLLOWING IS LIST OF AIR FORCE GENERAL OFFICER ASSIGNMENT 

CHANGES: 
t~(,Ej\1 /),LDEN G. GLAUCH, COMOR, 2l AF, MAC ivlCGUIRE AFB 
MGEN I_ESTER T. KEARf\JEY, JR. VICE DIR, J-5 
BGEN HARRY C. ADERHOLT, COMOR, USMACTHAII 
BGEN HARRY A MOR~lS, oes/o, MAC SCOTT AFB 

I COL KEHi\\ETH o. eURNS, VICE COMDR, USAFSS, SuN ANTCmro, TEXAS 
5. THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF PACIFIC, ADMIRAL GAYLER, HAS AN-

t!\! 0 U j\J C EDT H t; THE'S IJ R D E R I N GAB 0 lJ T b 00 A R !Vi Y MEN AN f) W 0 MEN 1 N 200-

f
'PERSON INCREMENTS TO MOVE FROM HAWAII TO GUAM. THE IDEA IS TO 
,MAKE THE TRANSITION MORE COMFORTABLE AND ORDERLY FOR REFUGEES 

'

FROM SOUTH VIETNAM WHO ARE COMING INTO GUAM. WE HAVE A COpy 
OF THAT ANNOUNCEMENT. 

I 
~PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5027 lJNCU\S 
~t Q: tmlH .l\RE THEIR SPECIALTIES? 
{ A: THERE'S GOING TO RE SOME MILITARY POLICE, MEDICAL AND 
f s 
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VARIOUS OTHER SKILLS THAT YOU NEED' FOR TAKING CARE OF REFUGEES. I 
6. GENERAL JONES, CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE AIR FORCE, WILL VISIT} 

IRAN. HE U:.WES APRIL 26 AND HE WILL BE HOSTED BY THE' IMPERIAL I . 
IRANIAN AIR;FORCE. HE'S GOING TO VISIT SOME OF THEIR INSTAL- £.: 
LATIONS AND HOLD DISCUSSIONS WITH THEH AND U/-. MIL(TARY t 
P ERSONN EL. i, 

r. 
fi 
r:1 

7. I KNOW YOU'RE GOI NG TO ASK' ME ABOUT ANY CHANGES 'I N THE 
FORCE STRUCTURE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA SO I WANT TO ANNOUNCE THAT 
THE CRUISER OKLAHOMA CITY, FLAGSHIP OF THE SEVENTH FLEET IS 
NO~ IN THE SOUTH CHINCA SEA AND ADMIRAL GEORGE B.· STEEL, II, 
THt SEVENTH FLEET COMMANDER I SOl\! BOARD. 'THE REASON UF COURSE 
IS THE MAJORITY·OF THE SEVENTH FLEET'S SHIPS ARE IN THE SOUTH 
CHINA SEA. 

8. YOU ASKED ME ABOUT THE LONG BEACH THE OTHER DAY. IT IS 
NO LONGER IN THE AREA. IT'S IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC SO THAT 
THE ON~ CRUISER IN THE FLEET SAILING AROUND THE SOUTH CHINA 
SEA IS THE OKLAHOMA CITY. 

9. vJ E H A V E AUG MEN TED AS 0 F A F E \~ H 0 lJ R SAG Ll THE G U A R 0 SAT 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5027 UNCLAS 
THE EMBASSY IN SAIGON WITH APPROXIMATELY 40 MORE MARINES. 
THESE ARE INDIVIDUi\LS, Nell A UNIT. 

Q: WHERE DID THEY COME FROM? 
A: THEY CAME FROM THE HANCOCK VIA HELICOPT~R. 
Q: HO~ MANY MARINES ARE THERE NOW? 
A: IT'S OVER 100. 
Q: EIGHTY WAS THE FIGURE.WE HAD LAST WEEK. 
A: YOU CAN ADD •••• 
Q: DID IT HAPPEN TODAY? 
A: YES, IT IrJllULD BE TODAY. THE I R TI i'lE. 
Q: ANY SPECIAL REASON? 
A: NO, THEY REQUESTED A LITTL~ REINFORCEMENT OF THE GUARD 

DETACHMEIH. IT'S JUST A PRUDENT, PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE. 
Q: WHO? 
A: THE AMBASSADOR. 
Q: DO YOU KNOW WHAT KIND OF WEAPONS THEY BROUGHT ALONG? 
A: NO, JUST THE NORMAL INDIVIDUAL WEAPONS. 
Q: WHY THIS PRECAUTIONARY MEASURE? 

r 
I; 

Ii 
11 
I, 
Ii 

I 
Ii 
1, 

! 
I 

A: I HAVE NO EXPLANATION FOR THAT OTHER THAN IT SEEMS LOGICAL 
TO ME. 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5027 UNCLAS 

Q:TO BEEF UP SECURITY? 
A: IT'S PURELY FOR SECURITY. 
Q: ARE THEY IN UNIFORM AND PLAIN CLOTHES? 
A: IN UNIFORN. 
Q: WHY WOULD IT BE MORE LOGICAL TODAY THAN YESTERDAY? 
A: THAT'S A TOUGH QUESTION. YOU REMEMBER WE DID THE SAME 

THING IN PHNOM PENH. WE BROUGHT IN 15 OR SO THERE. 
Q: ARE THEY EXPECTING AN ATTACK ON THE EMBASSY? 
A: WE HAVE NO INFROMATION THAT WOULD LEAD US TO BELIEVE 

THAT. IT'S BEEN DONE BEFORE THOUGH, YOU RECALL. 
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Q: HOW SOON AFTER WE REINFORCED THE EMBASSY IN PHNOM PENH J 
THAT WE EVACUATED IT? ONE DAY? 

A: OH, NO, IT WAS LONGER THAN THAT. SEVERAL DAYS 
0: THEY WENT IN IN PLAIN CLOTHES? 
A: NO, THEY WENT IN IN FATIGUES, I THOUGHT. ANn-JAY THESE I":"" 

MARINES WENT IN IN FATIGUES OR WHATEVER UNIFORM THEY'RE WEARING, 
OUT THERE. . 

Q: CAN YOU TELL US WHERE THE HANCOCK WAS AT THE TIME IT 
HAP P AN ED? " 

. A: SOUTH CHINA SEA. NO, I OONIJ KNOW, BUT IT HAD TO BE 
P~GE 6 RUEKJCS 5027 UNCLAS . 
CLOSE ENOUGH SO THAT THEY COULD FLY. I WOULDN'T DRAW ANY PAR­
TICULAR CONCLUSION FROM THIS AT ALL. IT'S SOMETHING THE AMBAS­
SADOR ASKED FOR AND WE PROVIDED. 

Q: YOU SAID JUST A MINUTE AGO THAT WE 010 THIS IN THE LAST 
DAYS OF PHNOM PENH; WELL, ARE WE IN THE LAST DAYS OF SAIGON? 

A: I'M NOT PREPARED TO SAY THAT, NO. THAT MAY BE BUT I 
DON'T HAVE ANY FORECAST. 

Q: IS THERE ANY PARTICULAR THREAT TO THE EMBASSY TODAY 
AS OPPOSED TO LAST WEEK? HAS SOMETHING NEW BEEN DISCOVERED? 

A: I DON'T KNOW OF ANYTHING NEW. 
Q: DID THEY LAND AT TAN SON NHUT OR DIRECTLY TO THE 

Ef'18ASSY? 
A: I DO NOT KNOW THAT EITHER, I DIDN'T CHECK THAT. 
0: DO YOU KNOW HOW MANY ~ELICOPTERS THEY USED? 
A: I UI'IOERSTOOD IT I~AS ONE. YOU CAN SQUEEZE INTO ONE ON 

THI)SE BIG JOBS. 
Q: ARE THERE MARINE ANYWHERE ELSE THAN SOUTH VIETNAM? 
A: NO, I'VE GIVEN YOU THE TOTAL CHANGES; ONE WAS THE 

OKLAHOMA CITY; ONE WAS THE MARINES. 
Q: HOW MANY MARINES ON THE OKLAHOMA CITY? 

BT 
#5027 
NNNN 
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A: WELL, THEY HAVE A REGULAR COMPLEMENT BUT IT'S SMALL. 
Dm~' T KNOH WHAT IT IS. 

Q: IS THE FIGURE NOW 4 OR 5,000 IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA? 
A: WE'VE SAID THAT YOU MAY SPECULATE. IT'S OVER 4,0000 

I HAVE NOT CONFIRMED \vHAT IT IS SINCE THEN ,BUT OBVIOUSLY, 
YOU CAN DRAW REASONABLY CORRECT CONCLUSIONS. 

Q: CAN WE ASSUME THAT THE HANCOCK IS ABOUT 100 MILES OFF 
SHORE? 

A : I DON q K N mi vi HER E IT I S NO\-I. I T vlO U L [) N 'T H A VET 0 S T A Y 
THERE. I WOULDN'T WANT TO SPECULATE CH 

. THAT AT ALL; OBVIOUSLY, IT 
HAS TO BE WITHIN RANGE, AUT I THINK SOME OF THOSE CHOPPERS CA 
GO 150 MILES WITHOUT ANY TROUBLE. 

Q: WELL, THAT'S WHAT I A~ TALKING ABOUT. 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS ~)028 Ui\lCLAS 

A: YOU CAN DRAW YOUR O\'JI'J CONCLUSIONS. I DI1N'T KNOW WHETHER 
IT ,...'AKES ANY DIFFERENCE. I JUST DON'T KNDW THE ANSWER. IT 
WOULD HAVE TO BE WITHIN THAT RADIUS. 

Q: WAS THERE A LARGE GROUP OF MARINES ON THE LONG BEACH 
BEFORE I T PULLED OUT? 

A: NO, JUST A NORMAL COMPLEMENT. 
Q: WOULD IT BE SIMILAR TO THE NUMBERS ON THE OKLAHOMA CITY? 
A: YES, THE OKLAHOMA CITY DID NOT BRING IN A BIG BATCH OF 

MARINES. 
Q: THE OKLAHOMA CI~Y JUST REPLACED THE LONG BEACH? 
A: IN ESSENCE. 
Q: HAVE THERE BEEN ANY FURTHER REPORTS FROM TAN SON NHUT OF 

AIRCRAFT BEING FIRED ON? 
A: THERE WAS ONE MORE REPORT BY AN INCOMING PILOT TODAY, 

JUST THE SAME AS THE OTHERS. WE DON'T HAVE THE DETAILS. HE 
REPORTED THAT HE THOUGHT THAT HE HAD BEEN FIRED ON -- ABOUT 
11 ROUNDS -- WHILE ON HIS LANDING APPROACH. UPON LANDING THERE 
WAS 1\10 DAMAGE. 

Q: WHAT KIND OF PLANE? 
A: [-130. 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5028 UNCLAS 
Q: WHAT KINO OF PILOT? 
A:. U.S. AIR FORCE. 
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. Q: HAVE ALL THE FIRfNGS BEEN AT INCOMING AIRCRAFT? 
A: AT LEAST FOUR WERE INCOMING BUT I DON'T KNOW ABOUT THE 

FIFTH. 
Q: THE OTHER DAY YOU WERE ASKED WHAT YOUR REACTION WOULD 

BE IF DURING THE EVAClJiHION FROM TAI\! SON NHlJT Mlt=RICAN PLANES 
WERE FIRED AT. I THINK YOU WERE ASKED IF AIR STRIKES MIGHT 
TAKE PLACE AND YOU SAID YOU'D TAKE THE QUESTION. 

A: lIVE DONE SOME RESEARCH. THE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE COMMANDER 
IN TH~ FIELD ARE THAT HE IS TO TAKE WHATEVER STEPS ARE NECESSAR 
TO-GET THE PEOPLE OUT SO THAT YOU COULD FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO 
GIVE YOU A SPECIFIC ANSWER TO.THAT. YOU CAN DRAW ALL KINDS OF 
LOGICAL CONCLUSIONS. 

Q: YOU SAID YOUR FEELIN~ WAS THAT YOU WOULD HAVE TO. 
A: E X ACT L Y RIG H TAN D T HAT'S S TIL L r'1 Y FEE LI N G B LJ r I' M NOT 

THE COMMANDER IN THE FIELDo HE'S THE GUY THAT'S GOING TO MAKE 
THE DECISION. 

0: WHO IS THE COMMANDER THAT NAKES THE DECISION? 
A: IF AND WHEN THIS KICKS OFF AMAH WWLL BE DRSISHATEEI ,HT 

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5028 UNCLAS 
I DON'T KNO~ WHO THAT WILL BE. THE CO~MANDER IN THE FIELD WILL 

~ ALMOST CERTAINLY BE THE COMMANDER OF THE MARINE AMPHIBIOUS 
~ ,i3R IGADE THERE. 

0: THAT'S ASSUMING YOUIRE GOING TO PUT MARINES IN. 
A: THATIS RIGHT AND THAT'S WHY ITIS HARD TO ANSWER THESE 

QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME. I WAS ASSUMING THAT THAT WAS THE 
QUESTION. 

0: YOU SAY THE COMMANDER WILL HAVE THE DISCRETION TO CALL IN 
.. AI R? 

A: YOU HAVE TO DO ]T THAT WAY; YOU CANIT DICTATE FROM HERE 
HOyl YOU ARE GOING TO DO IT IN DETAIL. THF.RE'S JUST NO \.JAY" 

Q: YOU WERE HERE IN THE MCNAMARA PERIOD? 
A: THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE IN THOSE DAYS MADE A RATHER 

STRONG EFFORT TO TRY TO DICTATE FVERYTHING BUT ACTUALLY THEY 
COULDN'T, EVEN WITH ALL THAT CONTROL. 

Q: YOU COULD IF YOU SETUP A PROPOSITION; IF AMERICAN PLANES 
~ DURING EVACUATION COME UNDER ATTACK, YOU ARE HER~BY ORDERED TO 

HAVE AIR STRIKES AGAINST THE SAM-2S OR WHATEVER. 
, A: NO, THAT IS NOT THE WAY VOU DO IT. YOU LEAVE IT TO THE 

.. DISCRETION OF THE MAN IN THE FIELD. YOU HAVE TO GIVE HIM GUIDE-
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5028 UNCLAS 
LINES AS NO UNNECESSARY FORCE AND THINGS LIKE THAT. IT WOULD 
SEVERY DANGEROUS FOR ANYBODY IN WASHINGTON TO TELL THE MAN IN 
THE FIELD HOW TO DO THE DETAILS OF HIS JOB. IT JUST WON'T WORK 
THAT WAY. 

,Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY. INFORMATION THAT THE SAM-2S ARE ANY CLOSER, 
WITHIN THE 2~ MILES? 

A: NO SIR, WE'RE JUST WHERE WE WERE YESTERDAY ON THAT -- NO 
CHANGE. 

0; YOU AREN'T WORRIED ABOUT THE SAM-2S; AREN'T YOU WORRIED 
ABOUT THE SA'-7? 
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A: THE 511-7 IS PfHJI3ABLY A MORE SERIOUS \>JORRY. THE RAOAR 
GUIDED 57 IS A WORRY TOO. 

0: DO WE HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT THEY ARE BRINGING IN MORE 
SA-7S? 

A: NO, THERE'S REALLY NO INDICATION OF THAT. 
Q: YOU ALWAYS HAVE THIS DISCRETION. 
A: SURE. WE HAD THAT DISCRETION ALL ALONG FOR AMERICANS. 
Q: THE ONLY THING YOU GOT FROM CONGRESS WAS THIS ADDITIONAL 

DIS C R E TI [] N VI I T H REG J\ R D TOT H E E V A C U A T ION 0 F SOU T H V lET N M~ ESE 7 
A:~YES. THE RULES ARE THE SAME. 

PAGE 6 RUEICJCS 5028 LJI\lCU\S 
0: THE 5/1-7 SHOT DOWN AN /1-37 ABOUT A WEEK AGO. HAVE THERE 

BEEN ANY FIRINGS BY SA-7S IN THAT AREA? 
A: I HAVEN'T SEEN ANY REPORTS OF THAT ~UT LET ME TAKE THE 

OUESTIUN. 
Q: HOW MANY WILD WEASEL AIRCRAFT 00 YOU HAVE IN THAILAND? 
A: I AM NOT PERMITTED TO COMMENT CH THAO. 
Q: IS THERE A SHORTAGE OF MAC AIRCRAFT OR CONTRACT AIRCRAFT 

ARRIVING IN TAN SON NHUT TO TAKE OUT REFUGEES? WE HAD REPORTS 
OF FEWER FLIGHTS AND THE BACKLOG HAS INCREASED FROM 1,000 TO 
5y~j0(1. 

A: I'LL HAVE TO CHECK THAT. I HAVEN'T HEARD ANY REPORT OF 
~ ,SHORTAGE. 
~ Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY AIRLIFT REPORT FOR YESTERDAY? 

A: STATE DPEARTMENT WOULD HAVE TO ANSWER TH AT. 
Q: THE ENTERPRISE IS STILL IN THAT GENERAL AREA? 
A: ALL FIVE OF THE CARRIERS THAT WE'VE BEEN CARRYING. 0 • 0 

Q: ARE THE F-14S ~EING RESTRICTED TO FLIGHTS OFF THE COAST? 
A: YES, WE'RE NOT INVADING THE LAND SPACE, THE AIR SPACE, 

OR WATER SPACE OF THE COUNTRY. 
Q: EVEN SOUTH VIETNAM TH ERE'S NO F-14 FLYING IN? 

BT 
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75 ZNZI 

DC 

5 

Q: WHAT IS THE HEAVIEST WEAONS THE MARINES HAVE AT THE EMBASSY? 
A: IILL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION o THEY HAVE MACHINE GUNS, 

HAND GRENADES, RIFLE GRENADES, M-16 RIFLES o WHETHER THEY HAVE 
MORTARS OR NOT, r DON'T KNOW. 

~ Q: HOW MANY BASES ARE BEING LOOKED INTO AS POSSIHLE CAMPS 
FOR THE VIETNAMESE THAT WILL ARRIVE IN THE U.S.? 

A: THIS IS A PLANNING PROCESS THAT WE ARE GOING THROUGH NOW. 
NOBODY HAS BEEN ALERTED OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT. EACH SERVICE HAS 
REEN ASKED TO COME UP WITH WHERE THE~ THINK TH~Y COULD TAKE HOW 

"'" 'MANY, THAT SORT OF TING. FOR INSTAf\JCE, THERE ARE t\ NUMB!':/-{ OF 
ARMY BASES THAT ARE USED BY THE RESERVE COMPONENTS, PRIMARILY, 
THAT DO HAVE SPACE AVAlLABLE 

Q: WOULD FORT CHAFFEE B~ ONE OF THEM? 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5029 UNCLAS 

A: FORT CHAFFEE WOULD BE ONE OF THEM THAT THEY SHOULD BE 
~ 

CONSIDERING BECASUE THAT'S A SIZEABLE CAMP AND MORE THAN A 
DIVISION WAS THERE WHEN IT WAS ACTIVE. IT ,DOES 00 A BIG BUS­

~ I Nt 55 IN RE SERVE COMPONENT TRAI N I NG. TH ER E AR E A NUi'1BER OF 
~ NATIONAL GUARD BRIGADES AND SIZEABLE U.S. ARMY RESERVE UNITS 
~ EVERY EYAR. IN FACT, IT GETS USED BY SOMEBODY ALMOST EVERY 
~ WEEKEND. BUT ITIS SUFFICIENTLY BIG THAT IT COULD BE USED FOR 
~ REFUGEES AS WELL WITHOUT INTERFERING WITH THE TRAINING UNLESS 

IT GOT OVERLOADED. I THINK RIGHT NOW THEY HAVE THE CAPABILITY 
OF FEEDING 20,000 PEOPLE. WITH A LITTLE BIT OF REINFORCEMENT IT 
COULD BE MORE THAN THAT. I KNOW THIS BECAUSE IT WAS ONE CAMP 
THAT I USED IN MY LAST ASSIGNMENT ~OR THE TRAINING OF RESERVES. 

Q: WHAT WOULD BE THE TOTAL CAPACITY OF THE ARMY? 
A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THE QUESTIGN. 
Q: WHAT OTHER CAMPS ARE BEING CGNSIDERED? 
A: I DON'T ~NOW BUT THERE ARE A LOT OF LOGICAL ONES SUCH AS 

: CAMP ROBERTS, CALIFORNIA,CAMP PICKETT, VIRGINIA -- TWO THAT 
COME QUICKLY TO MIND ALONG WITH CHAFFEE. 

Q: ALL SERVICES ARE INCLUDED? 
A: YES, ALL SERVICES HAVE BEEN ASKED 'TO LOOK INTO THIS. 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5029 UNCLAS 
Q: HAVE MORE C-130S BEEN MOVING TO GUAM, THE PHILIPPINES OR 

SAIGON NOW THAT CIVILIAN PLANES HAVE BEEN BARRED FROM LANDING 
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AT TAN SON NHUT? 
A: NO, NOT YET. THE THOUGHT CROSSED MY MIND AS YOU ASKED 

THE QUESTION THAT MAYBE SOME WILL BE ~UT I DON'T HAVE. ANY IN­
FORMATION AT THIS MOMENT. 

Q: WHEN YOU SAY THAT ALL SERVICES WAVE BEEN ASKED •••• 
A: THEY WEREN'T GIVEN ANY FIGURES. THE WAY YOU 00 IT IS YOU 

ASK FOR THEIR CAPACITY AND WHERE WOULD YOU HOUSE THIS CAPACITY, 
YlHAT \.-IOULD IT COST YOU IN TERMS OF DOLLARS Ai\ID WHAT WOULD YOU 
NEED IN TERMS OF BEDS, FOOD, MEDICAL CARE, ETCo 

Q:~HOW MANY CAMPS CAN THE ARMY COME UP WITH? 
," A: I Dor\j'T KNOVI. 

Q: HAVE YOU BEEN GIVEN A CERTAIN NUMBER TO COME UP WITH? 
A: NO, JUST THE OTHER WAY AROUND. IT WAS 'WHAT HAVE GOT 

THAT CAN BE USED?' 
Q: BY WHEN MUST THIS INFORMATION BE IN? 
A: NOT A PARTICULAR DEADLINE BUT THEY ASKED FOR IT AS SOON 

l~S POSSIRLE. 
Q: THIS IS FOR AMBASSADOR BROWN? 

PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5029 UNCLAS 
A: IT WILL GO TO HIM, YES. 
Q: I i\SKED FOP. A COST FIGURE ON THIS OPERATION YESTERDAY. 
A: I DON'T HAVE IT, IT'S STILL WORKING. 
Q: WHEN DOES GUAM REACH ITS CAPACITY? YOU SAID THE OTHER 

DAY THAT IT HAS A CAPACITY FOR SEVERAL THOUSAND AND NOW THEY 
HAVE 9 OR 12,000. 

A: I WAS TALKING ABOUT COVERED SHELTER, NOT COUNTING TENTS~ 
Q: IN COUNTING TENTS, WHEN DOES GUAM REACH ITS CAPACITY? 
A: GLJAM HAS BEEN TOLD TO'PREPARE TO TAKE 25,000 AN~ BE READY 

TO TAKE ANOTHER 25,000. 
Q: CAN GUAM DO IT? 
A: I'M SURE THAT IT CAN; THEY'LL NEED ASSISTANCE, OF COURSE. 
Q: 50,000 WOULD BE THERE AT ONE TIHE; YOU WON'T MOVE IN 

25,000 AT A TIME? 
A: I'M NOT SAYING THAT WILL ACTUALLY HAPPEN. THE INSTRUC-

TIONS ARE FOR 25,000 AND MAYBE FOR ANOTHER 25,000 • 
Q: WHO IS COORDINATING THIS? 
A: THE STATE DEPARTMENT. 
Q: CAN YOU TELL US ANYTHING ABOUT THE MILITARY SiTUATION? 

IS THERE STILL A LULL? 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5029 UNCLAS 

A: IT IS ALMOST EXACTLY THE SAME' AS IT WAS YESTERDAY. THERE'S 
A LITTLE ACTION. I GATHER THE MPHA~IS TODAY IS A LITTLE FURTHER 
TO THE WEST THAN IT WAS YESTERDAY. 11M TALKING SMALL ACTIONS. 

Q: M~Y IDEA OF THE LONG-PLANNING, THE SAf'lIE AS YESTERDAY? 
A: I HAVE NO DIFFERENT ANSHERS TO GIVE 
Q:M.THE LUSS IS CONTINUNING? 
A: TH~ LULL IS CONTINUING. 
Q: ANY IDEA YET ON THE NUMBER OF DESERTERS THAT HAVE TURNED 

THEMSLEIJES IN? 
A: NO, WE'RE LOOKING INTO THIS-
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Q: I-WAS TOLD LAST WEEK THAT THERE WERE ONLY FIVE DESERTERS 
ON THE BOOKS o 

A: THAT WE CARRIED. 
Q: I DIDN'T BELIEVE IT THEN AND I DON'T BELIEVE IT NOW. 

THEY STUCK TO IT YESTERDAY AND I THINK SOMEBODY'S 
A: I THINK THIS IS A TECHNICAL PROBLEM. 
0: THAT'S RIGHT, THE SAHE OLD BUSINESS. 
A: AS ALL OF US KNOW, THERE ARE MORE THAN FIVE THERE. I DON'T 

HAVE ANY IDEA HOW MANY. 
Q( PASS THE WORD BACK TO THOSE PEOPLE WHO ARE GIVING ME THAT 

P AG E 6 RUE KJ CS 5 ~)29 UNC L.AS 
MICKEY MOUSE ANSWER THAT IT JUST WON'T DO. 

A:J DON'T THINK WE'RE GOING TO KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT 
UNTIL IF AND WHEN EVERYBODY'S OUT; THEN WE'LL KNOW.· 

Q: YOU'LL KNOW IF YOU HAVE PEOPLE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY • 
A: AS I JUST SAID THERE ARE SOME TURNING UP; I DON'T HAVE 

A FIGURE ON IT. MORE THAN FIVE. 
Q: MORE THAN FIVE? 
A: THEY'RE GOING TO BE D~ALT WITH BY THE SERVICE CONCERNED 

AND AS WE DISCUSSED THE OTHER DAY, I REALLY DON'T HAVE ANYTHING 
TO ADD TO THAT. I'M SURE THEY'RE GOING TO HAVE TO DO IT ON A 
CASE-BY-CASE BASIS. 

Q: YOU SAID THERE ARE MORE THAN FIVE TURNING UP; YOU DON'T 
KNm~ Ho\~ MANY? 

A: I DON'T HAVE A FIGUREo 
Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA HOW MANY WCRE TURNED OVER TO MILITARY 

CONTROL? ARE THEY JUST TURNING INTO THE EMBASSY AND COMING 
BACK ON A FLIGHT? 

A: I'LL TAKE THE QUESTlON. I DON'T KNOI,o./o IT HAS TO BE SOME­
WHERE ALONG THE LINE, WHETHER IT'S IN TAN SON NHUT, OR ClAR OR 
WAKE OR GUAM OR WHATEVER, I DON'T KrWW .• 
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O:ON GUM'1 flGAIN, HOlt} LONG CA[\1 25,000 BE ACcm111J100ATED THEREf3] 
IF YOU HAVE THIS KIND OF INFORMATION AND THEN IF THEY GATHER 
ADDITIONAL, WHEN ARE THEY GOING TO MOVE FROM GUAM? 

A: WE DON'T KNOW. WE CAN UNDOURTEDLY ACCOMMODATE THEM FOR 
A LONG TIME, AS LONG AS THEY WANT US TO. IT WON'T BE THE SHERATON­
HILTON, BUT IT WUULD HE AT LEAST LIVEABLE. 

0: ARE THE PLANS TO MOVE THEM ALL BY SHIP? 
A: I DON'T KNOW THAT EITHER. I DOUBT IF THAT KINO OF DECISION 

HAS ~EEN MAQE. THE PLAN RIGHT NOW IS Tn MOVE THEM UP BY AIR& 
NOW IF IT GOT TO 8E A BIG PROBLEM, SHIPS ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE. 

0: THE VC NEWS AGENCY REPORTED THAT THE PORT OF DANANG IS NOW 
OPEN TO FOREIGN SHIPS. DO YOU OHSERVE ALREADY SOME FOREIGN SHIPS, 
FOR EXAMPLE, RUSSIANS DR CHINESE, IN THAT WATER? 

A: NO, I DON'T HAVE ANY REPORT ON THAT, BUT I MUST SAY I 
P AGE 2 RUE K J C S 50 30 U ~K U~ S· 
HAVEN'T CHECKED THAT EITHER. SO LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION. 

Q: WE ASKED YESTERDAY IF THERE WAS ANY KIND OF SHIP MOVEMENT. 
A: I KNOW THE ANSWER WAS NO YESTERDAY, BUT I DON'T KNOW WHAT. 

THE ANSWER IS TODAY. 
Q: HAVE THEY r--l0VED CDf"lB.lIT AIRCRAFT INTO THE SOUTH? 
A: NO. 
Q: WE ASKED YESTERDAY ABOUT THE RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS? 
A: RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHTS ARE, AT THE REQUEST OF THE SOUTH 

VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT, BEING FLOWN UNARMED OVER TERRITORY AND 
UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE SOUTH VIETNANESE GOVERNMENT. THAT'S A 
LITTLE HAZY, I'LL GRANT YOU. 

Q: WHO IS FLYING THEMr AMERICANS? 
A: THE SAME AS WE'VE HEEN DOING "ALL ALONG. 
(): WE HAVE BEEN DOHle; THIS ALL I\LONG? 
A: FOR SURE, WE' VE Ai\I~'JlJU;'lCED Hi~T A NUMBER OF TIMES -- OVER 

SOUTH V lET NAM". 
Q: THE LAST TIME WE ASKED THERE wERE 130,000 NORTH VIETNAMESE 

TROOPS AGAINST 60,00'1 SOUTH VIETNM1ESE TROOPS; HAS THAT CHANGED 
AT ALL? 

A: I DON'T THINK MY OFFICIAL FIGURE'S CHANGED. IT COULD HAVE 
PAGE 3 RU€KJCS 5030 UNCLAS 
ACTUALLY GONE UP SOr--1E ON THE NORTH VIETNArvlESE SIDE. I ODN'T HAVE 
HAVE A CHANGE. LET ME TAKE THAT QUESTION TOO. I THINK IT'S 
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PROBABLY PRETTY CLOSE. I MIGHT HAVE GOTTEN UP TO 140,~&0. 

I'DON'T KNO\rJ. Ilfv1.J UST GUESSING AT THAT. 
Q: STILL THE 14 DIVISIONS? 
A: THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE ANALYSTS' POSlTION 

IF 14. I'VE HEARD FROM OTHER SOURCES SOME OTHER AGENCIES THINK 
IT MIGHT BE 15 OR EVEN 16; WE'RE SAYING IT. 

Q: THOSE HiO UNITS FROM THE SOUTH, HAVE THEY MOVED UP MORE 
AND CHANGED THEIR POSITION? 

A:JINCHING fORWARD WOULD BE THE WAY TO HANDLE IT. BUT THE 
ONES FROM THE SOUTH ARE STILL PARTIAllY IN III CORPS AND 
PARTIALLY IN IV CORPS. 

Q: ON THESE CAMPS THAT ARE BEING LOOKED AT FOR POSSIBLE CEN­
TERS, WERE ANY FIGURES GIVEN TO COMMANDERS LIKE 175,000, 
15~j,000? 

A: NO, THAT'S THE POINT I'M GETTING AT. THEY DIDNlT WORK IT 
THAT WAY. THEY WORKED IT THE OTHEP HAY; THEY SAID, 'HOW MANY CAN 
YOU ACCOMMODATE?' AND THEN AS t SAID WITH COST, AND PEOPLE, ETC. 
IrJ ILL BEN E E D ED. 
PAGE 4 RUEKJC~ 5030 UNCLAS 

Q: WHERE IS THE MONEY COMING FROM? IS THIS OUT OF THE 
ALLEGEDLY HU~ANITARIAN MONEY THAT CONGRESS IS VOTING NOW WOULD 
IT COME OUT OF THE DEFENSE BUDGET? 

A: STATE WOULD HAVE TO ANSWER THAT, BUT THAT SEEMS TO BE 
THE LOGICAL SOLUTION. 

Q HAV E TH EY HOVEn Tml ARDS VUNG TAU? 
A: YES, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME REPORTS OF SOME MOVES IN THE 

DIRECTION OF VUNG TAU. AS F~R AS IT'S ACTUALLY BEING CUT OFF YET, 
I'M NOT PREPARED TO SAY THAT. BUT THEY'RE GETTING PRETTY CLOSE 
TO ROUTE 15 WHICH COMES DOWN FROM RIEN HOA TO VUNG TAU. 

Q: HOW IMPORTANT WOULD THAT 8E IF THEY CUT IF OFF? 
A, NOT PARTICULARLY. 
Q: IN TERMS OF THE SEALIFT? 
A: IN TERl'riS OF THE SEALIFT IT I-IOULD BEIMPORRANT, IF THEY 

GOT TO THE SAIGON RIVER. BUT THOSE OF YOU WHO'VE BEEN OVER 
THERE KNOW TH,t.T THEY HAVE TO COf'vlE THROUGH THE RUNG SAT ANYWAY, 
WHICH IS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO KEEP CLEAR IF SOMEBODY WANTS TO 
GO SHOOT A RPG 7 AT YOU, THEY'RE GOING TO BE ABLE TO DO IT 
UNLESS THEY IRE Ui\JLlJCKY o IT TOOK US A GREAT DEAL OF EFFORT TO 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5030 UNCLAS 
GET THAT·PLACE SO THAT THEY COUL04'T 00 IT ~ACK IN THE MID-60S. 
AND EVEf~Y NOW ,AND THEN BACK .. THEN tilTH f>.MAJOR EFFORT GOING ON, 
THEY STILL SNUCK THROUGH AND EITHER HIT A SHIP ~IITH A MINE OR 
WITH SOME SORT OF WEAPON a 

Q: HAS THERE BEEN A GREAT GATHERING OF REFUGEES AT WUNG TAU 
ALREADY? 

.A: THERE HAS BEEN A SIZEABLE INCREASE IN THE POPULATION, I 
DON'T HAVE A FIGURE. I JUST HAVE SEEN SEVERAL FIGURES, BUT 
THEYVARY QUITE A BIT FROM SOMETHING LIKE 75 THOUSAND TO AROUND 
200,000. I DON'T KNOW WHAT THE FIGURE IS. 

Q: OF REF~GEES THERE? AND NO MOVEMENT AT ALL TO LOAD THEM 
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ON THE BOATS STANDING OFF VUNG TAU'? 
A: NONE THAT I KNOW OF. 
0: ARE WE GOING TO? 
A: I CAN'T ANSWER THAT. 
0: ARE WE GOING TO, OR ARE THE BOATS GOING TO STAND THERE 

AND THE REFUGEES STAND THERE? 
A: I DON'T KNOW WHERE THEY'D TAKE THEM. THIS MIGHT BE A 

DIFFERENT KIND OF REFUGEE. I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT. 
THAT 0UGHT TO REALLY BE ADDRESSED TO STATE. 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5030 lJNCLI~S 

Q: THE THREE SHIPS ARE STILL IN SAIGON? 
A: NO, THEY LEFT. THEY LEFT LAST NIGHT OUR TIME, ABOUT THE 

MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT AND ARE NOW STANDING OFF VUNG TAU. THEY 
DID NOT TAKE PEOPLE. 

Q: \olE HAVE TEN STANDING OFF Vt)\JG TAU NOW? 
A: WE'VE GOT EITHER TEN OR ELEVEN IN THE GENERAL AREA. WHEN 

YOU SAY STANDING OFF VUNG TAU. I VISUALIZE LOOKING OUT OVER tHE 
HORIZON AND THERE SITS A SHP. THEY'RE NOT THAT CLOSE BUT THEY'RE 
INTHE AREA. 

Q: TEN? 
A: TEN'S -A GOOD FIGURE. IT f'lIGHT BE ll. 
Q: CAN YOU REI\IH1BER THE LANGUj~GE OR APPROXIMATELY THE PURPOSE 

FOR LOOKING AT THESE. BASES ·TO FIi"Jr) OUT. (·IAS IT FOR. TEfvlPORARY 
HOUSING· BEFORE RESETTLEi'-'1ENT? 

A: THATIS THE IDEA; FOR TH1PORARY l·mUSING ~nTHOlJT ANY LIt~I­
TATIONOR TIME FRAME BEING PUT ON THE TEMPORARY. 

Q: PRIOR TO RESETTLEMENT? 
A: I THINK YOU COULD RAW A PARALLEL HETWEEN WHAT WE DID WITH 

THE HUNGARIANS BACK AT CAMP KILMER. WE JUST KEPT THEM UNTIL WE 
GOT THEM ALL WORKED. OUT WHICH TOOK SEVERAL MONTHS, AS I RECALL. 
fH 
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SECTION 5 OF 5 

Q CAN WE PRESUME THAT ONCE CONGRESS GIVES FINAL APPROVAL OF 
THIS EVACUATION MONEY, AND AUTHORIZES THE USE OF TROOPS ETC. 
THAT THE SEALIFT OPERATION WILL BEGIN? 

- -_0'; 

A: I DON'T THINK YOU COULD ASSU4E ANYTHING. AS I SAID BEFORE, 
THIS IS BEING PLAYED BY EAR. 

0: IS THAT WHAT THEY'RE WAITING FOR? 
A: BASED ONTHE CONTEXT OF YOUR OUESTION, I DON'T THINK THAT'S 

THE POINT, I WOULDN'T ORAW THAT CONCLUSION. 
Q: IS NO~ THE SEALIFT BAN IN EFFECT, BY THE WAY THE LEGIS­

LATION IS NOW PHRASED? 
A: SINCE THE SIGNALS ON THIS ARE BEING CALLED BY STATE, I 

RECOMMEND YOU ASK THEM. ALL I KNOW IS WE DON'T HAVE ANY INSTRUC­
TIONS TO DO ANYTHING. 

c: DO WE HAVE AMERICANS IN VUNG TAU TO TAKE OUT? 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5031 UNCLAS 

A:PROBABLY. WE'VE GOT SOME IN CAN THO SO WE OUGHT TO HAVE 
SOME IN VUNG TAU. 

Q: BUT NOT NECESSARILY? 
A: WE HAD AS OF YESTERDAY. THE CONSULATE'S DmVN IN CAN THO. 
Q: BIEN HOA TOO, BUT THERE'S NOBODY IN IT APPARENTLY. 
A: PROBABLY NOT. 
Q: IN OTHER WORDS, YOU HAVE NO STANDING ORDER THAT WHEN 

CONGRESS ACTS TO GO AHEAD WITH IT? 
A: THAT'S MY POINT. THE PLANNING ON THIS WOULD BE DONE BY STATE. 
Q: HAVE YOU HAD ANY SUCCESS IN ROUNDING UP BY SOME MEANS BIOGS 

Of SOME OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE GENERALS WORKING OR RUNNING THESE 
DIVISIONS IN THE SOUTH? 

A: NO •. 
Q: YOU DON'T HAVE ANY MASTERMINQ. IN 
A: THERE OBVIOUSLY IS ONE. I HAVEN'T 

COULD FINO OUT WHO THE BIG COMMANDER IS 
LOOKED INTO IT ON THAT BASIS. LET ME DO 
SOMETHING WE CAN SAY ON IT. 

EFFECT? 
PURSUED THIS. WE PROBABLY 
DOWN THERE.! JUST HAVEN'T 
THAT AND SEE IF THERE IS 

Q: YOU M~NTIONED T8E ARMY BASES: DO WE HAVE ANY AIR FORCE 
OR NAVY INSTALLATIONS THAT •••• 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5031 UNClAS 

A, I'M NOT THAT FAMILIAR WITH THEM, BUT THEY'VE PROBABLY 
GOT SOMETHING SIMILAR TO THE ARMY'S. I DO NOT KNOW THE AIR FORCE 
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HAD ONE, IT MAY HAVE IIEE(\! IJEt-,CTIVATED, SUT ELLINGTON AIR FORCE 
BASE IN HOUSTON, FOR EXAMPLE, WAS IN THE SAME STATUS ,AS FORT 
CHAFFEE. IT WAS USED BY THE RESERVE AND AIR NATIONAL GUARD FOR 
TRAINING PURPOSES. IT DOES HAVE BARRACKS; IT DOES HAVE BUILDINGS 
BUT I DON'T KNOW WHETHER THF AIR FORCE IS CONSIDERING THAT AS ONE 
OF THE'" OR r~OT. 

Q, WASN'T THERE A LARGE AF RASE CLOSED IN PUERTO RICO? 
A: YES, BUT THIS IS UP TO TH~ SERVICES TO COME BACK WITH 

vlHAT "THEY THINK TI-IEY C,b,I\) HANDLE. THERE'S 1\10 POlhlT IN OlJR DIS­
CUSSING IT AT THIS POI~T. WAIT UNTIL THEY COME BACKo 

Q: HOW ABOUT CAMP ATTERBURY? 
A: ,THAT'S ANOTHER'ONE. 
Q: IS CHAFFEE A GOOD ONE? IS THERE JUST A SKELETON FORCE 

THERE? 
A: IT'S AN INACTIVE POST IN WHICH WE KEEP A SMALL RRGULAR, 

ARMY CARETAKING CONTINGENT BECAUSE OF ALL THE USE THAT I MEN­
TIONED BY THE RESERVE AND NATIONAL GUARD. FORT CHAFFEE HAPPENS 
TO BE IN EXCELLENT CONDITION, I KNOW FROM HAVING BEEN THERE 
PAGE L. RLJEKJCS 5031 UNCLAS 
JUST EIGHT MONTHS I~G[J. I DOh]'T I<.NmJ THE STATUS OF ANY OF THE 
OTHERS. 

Q: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING TO ADD TO YOUR ASPHIXIATION ROMB STATE­
j<lENT OF YESTERDAY? DCl YOU HAVE ANY i'JlJHFlERS? DID YOU SAY THAT THE 
CONCUSSION WOULD KILL PEOPLE AT 200 YARDS? 

A: NO, I DID NOT. [ SAID THE RADIUS OF EFFECT WAS 200 YAROS 
BUT IT WAS NOT AN ANTI-PERS~NNEL WEAPON, SO WE DIDN'T GO INTO 
THAT. THE ONLY ThING I FOUND OUT IN ADDITON TO THAT WAS THAT TH E 
AEROSOL IS CALLED 'COMBUSTIBLE, EHTELENE OXIDE' WHICH IS A KIND 
OF GASOLINE TYPE OF THING. WHAT IT DOES IS FORM A CLOUD OF VAPOR 
WHICH IS IGNITED AND THEN THE DOWN PRESSURE IS SUFFICIENT TO 
EXPLODE MINES AND BOOBYTRAPS. THE ACTUAL RADIUS EFFECT OF THE 
IGNITING PORTION IS AHOUT 50 FEET. SO THESE STORIES ABOUT IT 
BEING TERRIBLY WIDE AREA WEAPON IS JUST STRIC TlY A lOT OF BALONEY. 
THIS IS, AS I SAID YESTERDAY, ABOUT A TWO HUNDRED YARD RADIUS OF 
TOTAL EFFECT AND THAT'S THE PRESSURE EFFECT. 

Q: IS THE PENTAGON DENYING THE NORTH VIETNAMESE CHARGE THAT 
THE SOUTH VIETNAHESE HAVE USED.THIS? 

. A; NO, WE ARE NOT DENYING THE CHARGE'THAT THEY'VE USED IT. 
WE ARE DENYING THE CHARGE THAT THIS IS AN INHUMAN, ILLEGAL WEAPON. 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5031 UNClAS 

Q: HAVE THEY USED IT? 
,A: I HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO FINO THAT 
Q; THE C H A R G E WAS T HAT THE Y USE 0 IT A T X LJ AN L OC .. 
A: WHAT WE SAID YESTERDAY, REMEMBER. THAT IT WAS AVAILABLE 

AND IT'S QUITE POSSHLE THAT THEY USED IT BUT IT IS NOT THE 
WEAPON THATTHEY CALL IT. THERE IS NO COMPARISON BETWEEN A HUGE 
AREA KILLING WEAPON AND THIS lITTLE THING. 

Q: (INAUDIBLE)? 
A: WE BOUTHT IN 1913 SOME 4800, TO BE GIVEN TO ALL OF THE 

SERVICES FOR-FURTHER TESTS. MY UND~RSTANDING FROM THE AIR FORCE 
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IS THAT IT ISN'T WORTH MUCH. I DID NOT CHECK THE NAVY OR ARMY. 
0: WHY DID WE PRODUCE ONLY650 UP TO FY 1973 -- (INAUDIBLEl? 
A; I DO NOT KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT. 
Q: HAS A DECISION BEEN MADE TO TRANSFER LARGE NUMBERS OF 

VIETNAMESE Tel CAMPS IN THIS COUNTRY OR IS STILL. 0 •• 

A: IT'S ALL PLANNING; THERE'S BEEN NO FIRM DECISION. 
0: SO YOU'RE EXAMINING ITt HIEY HAVEN'T SAID WE'RE GOING TO 

DO IT, NOW FIND US A SPOT? 
AL--EXACTLY, THEY HAVE NOT SAID THAT. 
0: IS THERE A LIMIT ON THE TYPE OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE YOU ARE 

P~GE 6 RUEKJCS 5031 UNCLAS 
FLYING OUT? 

A: ASK STATE. THIS WAS COVERED IN A MESSAGE THAT THEY PUT 
OUT AS A RELEASE. 

Q: (INAUDIRLEl? 
A: I HAVE NO OFFICIAL INFORMATION ON THAT. I'VE SEEN THE 

PRESS REPORTS. I KNOW OF NOTHING OFFICIAL. 
BT 
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FROM OASD/PA 
FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS 
SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MORNING NEWS BRIEFING 

PART I: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING BY MGEN SIDLE, MONDAY,' 
APRIL 28, 1975, 11:15 A.M. 

1. ON THE HILL: ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY FOR 
~ FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, MR. HALL, IS AT AN OPEN SESSION OF THE 
~ HOUSE GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON ARMY PROCUREMENT 
~ OF COMPUTER SYSTEMS. WE HAVE NO STATEMENT. 
~ 2. NO SPEECHES. 

3. I NOTICED SEVEN OF YOU TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THAT AWACS 
~ FLIGHT THIS MORNING. AT 2:00 O'CLOCK THIS AFTERNOON THERE 
~ HILL BE A GROUND ORIENTATION WHICH WILL BE O~EN TO THE MEDIA. 
l DETAILS .I.I.T THE AIR FORCE DESK~ 
J. PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5205 Uf\ICLAS 

4. LAST NIGHT THE NORWEGIAN CHIEF OF DEFENSE, GENERAL 
HERMAN ZEINER GUNDERSEN, ARRIVED IN WASHINGTON, HE'S VISITING 
THE U.S. AS A GUEST OF GENERAL BROWN. THERE WILL BE ANAR­
RIVAL CEREMONY FOR HIM TOMORROW AT THE RIVER ENTRANCE AND 
THEN H~'S GOING TO PAY COURTESY CALLS ON THE SERVICE CHIEFS 
OF STAFF AND MR. ELLSWORTH, ASD- (ISA). THEN. HE'S GOING. TO SEE 
SOME OF OUR INSTALLATIONS AROUND THE COUNTRY. 

5. I KNOW YOU'RE ALL INTERESTED IN WHAT'S COMING OUT OF 
SAIGON AND I'M SORRY TO SAY I CAN'T GIVE YOU MUCH OHN THAT. 

~ WE'RE HAVING TROUBLE GETTING INFORMATION THAT WE CAN RELY ON. 
~ WE DO KNOW THAT WE CAN CONFIRM THAT THERE WERE AT LEAST 4 -

A 37'S THAT oro BOMB ~AN SON NHUT. THEY DESTROYED SOME VIET­
NAMESE AIR FORCE PLANES. NO U.S. THEY DESTROYED PART OF THE 
B~SE OPS AREA. THOSE OF YOU WHO HA~E BEEN THERE KNOW WHERE 
THAT IS. WHO FLEW THEM? WE DON'T KNOW. THE MOST RELIABLE 
REPORT WE HAVE IS THAT THERE ACTUCALLY WEREN'T ANY U.s. AIR­
CRA.FT ON THE GROUND AT THE TIME OF ~HE ATTACK ALTHOUGH ONE 
C 130 WAS DEFINITELY COMING IN AND HE WAS WAVED OFF AND 
RETURNED TO CLARK. THE AIR BASE WAS CLOSED AND THERE IS ONE 
REPORT IN JuST BEFORE I CAME IN THAT IT'S REOPENED AND ALSO 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5205 UNClAS 
ONE REPORT JUST BEFORE I CAME IN THAT IT' WASN'T. SO I GIVE 
YOU THAT AND YOU CAN TAKE YOUR PICK. MY GUESS IS .THAT IT'S 
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PROBABLY REOPENED, BUT WE DON'T KNOW THAT YET.-
THE RUMORS ABOUT STRAFING THE PALACE, WE CAN'T CbNFlkM.' 

THE REPORT WE HAVE ON THAT SAYS SPECIFICALLY THEY CAN'T 
CONFIRM IT. THE GUNFIRE HEARD DOWNTOWN IS ALSO IN THE SAME 
STATUS. THERE HAS BEEN SOME SHOOT1NG IN DOWNTOWN SAIGON, 
BUT NOBODY SEEMS TO KNOW WHAT IT -IS. AT THIS POINT. RENEM­
BER NOW, W'ERE DOWN NOI.J TO A MUC~ SMALLER GROUP THAN W.E WERE 
BEFORE AND IT'S A LITTLE HARDER TO GET THE INFORMATION' OVER 
TH ER E. 

Q:~IS THE DAO OFFICE CLOSED? 
A: AS FAR AS I KNOW IT IS NOT CLOSED •. 
(.): IS IT CLOSING TODAY? 
A: I CAN'T ANSWER THAT, I DON'T KNOW. 
Q: HOW BIG IS IT NOW? 
A': I DrJf\!'T HAVE THE EXACT FIGURE. I CAN GET THAT FOR YOU 

AFTER THE BRIEFING. 
Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY ORDER AT ALL TO PULL THE REMAINING 

AMERICANS OUT -- JUST LEAVE TODAY? 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5205 UNCLAS 

A: I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION. I THINK THE ANSWER IS NO, NOT 
YET. AS YOU XNOW WE'RE THINNING DOWN AND HAVE BEEN FOR A NUM­
BER OF DAYS. 

Q: IS THERE ANY CONFIRMATION TO THE REPORT THAT THE A 37S -
WERE CHASED BACK TO PHAN RANG? 

A: NO CONFIRMATION OF THAT. IN FACT, NO CONFIRMATION THAT 
HAD ANYTHING TO DO WITH PHAN RANG EXCEPT A COUPLE OF PRESS 
STORIES. WE DON'T HAVE ANYTHING OFFICIAL ON THAT AT ALL. 

Q: WERE ANY A 37S CAPTURED ON SOME OF THE FIELDS THAT THEY 
(NORTH VIETNAMESE) TOOK? 

A: YES, INDEED. A COUPLE 'OF ·DOZEN AT LEAST. SO YOU CAN 
BUILD A CASE EITHER WAY ON THIS, THAT'S THE THING THAT MAKES 
IT HARD TO COrvlE UP WITH AN ANSI,fER WITHOUT ANY INFORMATION. 

Q: HOW MANY AMERICANS LEFT IN,SAIGON? 
A: THE LATEST FIGURE WE HAVE AND WE'RE RUNNING ABOUT 12 

HOURS BEHIND, WAS ABOUT 900. I THINK IT WAS 870. THAT'S A 
HAZY FIGURE BECAUSE IT CHANGES EVERY HOUR ON THE HOUR, BUT 
THEY ARE GUARANTEED DOWN BELOW A THOUSAND THAT I KNOW. 

Q: HAS THERE BEEN ~NY CHANGE IN THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE 
FORA MILITARY STYLE OF EVACUATION, IF THAT IS NECESSARY, 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5205 UNCLAS 
THAT WE HAVE OUT THERE? 

A: AFLOAT? 
Q: YES. . 
A: NO CHANGE ON THE AFLOAT. AS YOU KNOW WE'VE GOT A NEW 

SQUADRON OF 1305 OVER THERE THAT HAS ARRIVED AT CLARK AIR 
BASE. 

Q: WHERE'D THEY COME FROM? 
A: THEY CAME FROM LITTLE ROCK AIR FORCE BASE IN LITTLE ROCK. 
Q: A SQUADRON? 
A: A- SQUADRON BETWEEN 14 AND 16. 

DECLASSIFIED 

o 

10 

o 

I 0 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

·0 



DECLASSIFIED 

Q: COULD YOU GIVE US THE TOTAL OF AVAILABLE 130 AND 140 
AIRCRAFT? 

A: I'LL TAKE THAT. I CAN GET YOU THE TOTAL OF·WHAT THEytRE 
USING. OF COURSE, IT'S A GREAT NUMBER AVAILABLE. 

c: I MEAN WHAT'S AVAILABLE AT CLARK'BEING USED RIGHT NOW. 
A: OK. I'LL TAKE THAT. I JUST DON'T KNOW. 
Q: THERE WAS A REPORT THIS MORNING THAT THEY'RE FLYING ONLY 

PROPELLERED AIRCRAFT INSTEAD OF JETS. 
A: AS I UNDERSTAND THAT THEY'RE NOT FLYING ANYTHING AT THE 

~ MOMENT THAT WE CAN CONFIRM. YOU'RE TALKING ABOUT INTO TAN SON 
~ PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5205 UNCLAS 
J NHUT. 
~ Q: I N OR OUT? 
~ A: MY INFORMATION IS AND AGAIN I WANT TO DOUBLE CHECK IT" 
~ THAT THAT I S CORRECT. 

C: ARE THEY FLYING ANY C-55? 
~ A: NO C-TS, 13135 ONLY. 
, Q: WHY IS THAT? 
~' A: THEY ARE LESS SUSCEPTI~LE TO BEING SHOT DOWN, THAT'S THE 
~ MAIN REASON, AND WE HAD QUITE A BIT OF EXPERIENCE IN THAT. 

Q: WHEN DjD YOU TAKE THE 1415 OUT? 
A: THIS IS VERY RECENT. 
C: IS THAT THE REASON WHY THE ADDITIONAL C-13~S WERE ORDERED? 
A: I CAN'T ANSWER THAT. THAT WAS NOT EVIDENT, BUT IT MAKES, 

SENSE. , 
Q: IS THE MARINE LEVEL ABOUT 6,000? 
A: THAT'S A PRETTY GOOD FIGURE. 
Q: THERE'RE STILL FIVE CARRIERS, RIGHT? 
A: FIVE CARRIERS. THESE ARE THE ONES WE TALKED ABOUT THE OTHER 

DAY. YOU KNOW WHEN THEY GET THEMSELVES INTO A CONFIGURATION 
WHERE YOU HAVE A BATTALION LANDING TEAM PLUZHELICOPTERS, IT 
BT '''', 
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I SECTION 2 OF 6 
ADOS ABUUT 800. WE ARE RUNNING, YOU RECALL, AT ABOUT 4,000 

I AND IT WORKED ITS WAY UP TO 5,000. COUNTING ALL THESE OTHER. ' 
'l1li FELLDWS, IT GETSUPCLOSE TO 6,001.1. 
~I Q: ANY OF THE MARINES GONE ASHORE TO AUGMENT,THE EMBASSY 

GUARDS? 
A: NO, WE SHIPPED IN THE 40 THAT WE TALKED ABOUT FRIDAY' TO 

'l1li AUGI~ENT THE Ei'-lB ASS Y GUARDS. 
~ Q: WHAT'S THE TOTAL? 
'l1li A: ABOUT h0 ADDITIONAL MARINES TO AUGMENT THE EMBASSY GUARDS. 

i Q: THOSE ARE THE ONES THAT ARE MENTIONED IN THE PAPER THIS 
MORNING THAT ARE IN THE DAD? 

A: THESE ARE THE ONLY MARINES THAT WE'VE SENT IN WERE THE 
4~ THAT I ANNOUNCED TO YOU ON FRIDAY, IT BRINGS THE TOTAL ••• 

~' Q: SOME GUY IN SAIGON INTERVIEWED MARINES IN THE DAD 
~ PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5206 UNCLAS 

.01 

CAFETERIS. 
A: THE DAD IS PART OF THE EMBASSY. 
Q: I THINK YOU MENTIONED THE' OTHER DAY THAT IF WE COULDN'T 

FLY INTO TAN SON NHUT THAT CONCEiVABLY WE WOULD USE HELICOPTERS 
GOING INTO DOWNTOWN OR SOME OTHER AREA, HAVE WE DONE ANY OF THAT 
AT ALL? 

A: NO. YOU KNOW IF WORSE COMES TO WORSE THAT'S THE LAST THING 
.01 TO DO. 
~ Q: 00 YOU ANTICIPATE THAT IN lIGHT OF THE APPARENTLY CONFUSED 
~ BUT NEVERTHELESS OANGE,ROUS SITUATION IN SAIGON WHERE THERE'S 
, BEEN SOME BOMBING AND SOME FIREING IN TOWN, THAT THERE WILL BE ... 

A SUBSTANTIAL PULL OUT OF THE REMAINING 870 OR SO AMERICANS 
TODAY? 

A: I CAN'T COMMENT ON THAT. THAT'S A DECISION THAT'S GOING 
TO BE MADE SOMEWHERE ELSE • 

.III 

... Q: OUR PEOPLE IN WIESBADEN WERE CONTACTED BY SOM~ONE CLOSE 
~ TO THE NATb COMMAND AND WERE BRIEFED ON A DIRECTIVE ENTITLED 

MC-14-4 FROM THE MILIARY COMMITTEE DISCUSSING THE CHANGE OF 
~ NATO'S STRATEGY ALONG LINES OF THE SCHLESINGER DOCTRINE~ I 
f WAS WONDERING IF YOU COlJLD GIVE ME ANYTHING ON THAT OR DIRECT 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5206 UNCLAS 
ME TO WHERE I CAN FIND OUT ABOUT THAT? 

A,I'LL TAKE THE QUESTION. I HAD NOT HEARD ABOUT THIS.' 

.Jj 
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Q: THE OTHER THIN~ ALONG THOSE LINES THAT I'VE TALKED TO A 
COUPLE OF PEOPLE ABOUT HERE, THERE SEEMS TO BE SOME BICKERING 
OR ARGUMENT BETWEEN U.S. AND, GERMANY INPARTICULAR, COMMAND 
PEOPLE IN NATO AQOUND THEIDEA OF LIMITED NUCLEAR WAR VERSUS THE 
OTHER STRATEGY. DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING ON THAT? 

A: AGAIN, LET ME TAKE THE QUESTION. AS YOU MAY RECALL, THERE 
HAVE BEEN DISCUSSIONS OF THIS TYPE GOING ON BETWEEN T~~ .VARIOUS 
MEMBERS OF NATO FOR AS LONG AS I CAN REMEMBER BUT I DON'T KNOW 
OF ANYTING RECENT. 

Q: HAS THERE BEEN ANY GROUND FIRE AT TAN SON NHUT AT ANY OF 
THE AMERICAN PLANES? 

Q: WE'VE HAD THE FIVE REPORTED INCIDENTS AND WE'VE BEEN 
UNABLE TO CONFIRM ANY OF THEM. 

Q: WHICH WERE THESE FIVE, I'M SORRY I MISSED THOSE? •. 
A: THIS WAS SPREAD OUT OVER LAST WEEK. THERE WERE TWO ONE 

DAY AND THEN THERE WERE TWO ANOTHER DAY AND THERE WAS A LULL 
AND TH~N THERE WAS ONE. I DON'T REMEMBER THE EXACT DATES, BUT 
WE CAN GET ALL THAT. 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5206 UNClAS 

Q: ARE THERE 57S DOWN THERE? 
A: NOT CGNFIRMED? IT LOOKED LIKE 57 OR MAYBE EVEN SOMETHING 

LESS BUT WE JUST HAVEN'T BEEN ABLE TO CONFIRM THAT THEY WERE 
ACTUAL ATTACKS ON THE AIRCRAFT 

Q: ANY DAMAGE? 
A: NO DAMAGE ON ANY AIRCRAFT TO INCLUDE THIS MORNING. 
Q: WAS THERE A .36-HOUR INTERRUPTION OF THE C-130 OPERATIONS 

THIS PAST WEEK BECAUSE OF THE GUAM FILLUP? 
A: I UNDERSTAND THERE HAVE BEEN NO INTERRUPTIONS OF C-130S 

INTO TAN SON NHUT. 
Q: THERE WAS A REPORT IN THE PAPER OVER THE WEEKEND. 
A: THAT DID NOT APPEAR IN.ANX"DF OUR DOCUMENTS. 
Q: IS THE REASON FOR TH~ REMOVAL OF THE C-141S FROM THE 

AIRLIFT THE FACT THAT SA-7S ARE NOW CLOSE ENOUGH TO HIT THEM? 
A: THAT'S NOT THE REASON. THERE ARE PROBABLY TWO REASONS: 

I'M SPECULATING BUT IT MAKES SENSE. THE ISLAND HOPPING THAT'S 
GOING ON WITH THE REFUGEES IS BETTER DONE BY C-141S AND CHARTER 
AIRCRAFT BECAUSE THEY~RE LONGER LEGGED BY FAR THAN THE 130. 
THE 130 IS IDEAL FOR THE CLARK-TAN SON NHUT HOP NOT ONLY BE­
CAUSE IT CAN MAKE THE ROUND TRIP WITHOIJT REFUELING BUT BECAUSE 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5206 UNCLAS 
IT'S ALSO lESS IMPERVIOUS TO ANY GROUND FIRE THAT MIGHT COME UP. 
THAT HASN'T HAPPENED YET EXCEPT IN THESE FIVE CASE I MENTIONED. 
BUT THE REAL REASON I'M NOT ACTUALLY AWARE OF. I CAN CONFIRM, 
HOWEVER, THAT THEY HAVE TERMINATED, 141 OPERATIONS INTO TAN SON 
NHUT. 

Q: WHEN WAS THAT DONE? 
A: THAT'S VERY RECENT. OVER THE WEEKEND. 
Q: THE SITUATION AROUND TAN SON NHUT HAS NOT DETERIORATED 

ANY? IT IS AT THE SAME LEVEL OF DANGER AS EARLY"LAST YEAR? 
A: YOU CAN'T REALLY SAY IT'S DETERIORIATED BUT IT WASN'T 
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REALLY VERY GOOD TO START WITH. 
Q: HAS THE AIRLIFT CONTINUED OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION UNDER 

THE FISCAL 757 
A: I'D HAVE TO TAKE THAT, I DON'T KNOW. 
Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION THAT SAIGON IS COMPLETELY 

CUTOFF EXCEPT FOR TAN SON NHUT, NO~i, ALL THE HIGHWAYS AROUND 
THE CITY? . 

A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT QUESTION. THAT WOULD NOT BE 
SURPRJSING AT THIS POINT BUT I DON'T ACTUALLY KNOW THAT THERE 
THEY'RE ALL CUT OFF. YOU'LL RECALL ON FRIDAY WE MENTIONED 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5206 UNCLAS 
THAT THEY WERE ATTEMPTING TO CUT OFF ROUTE 15. I CAN'T 
CONFIRM THAT THAT WAS SUCCESSFUL BLJT YOU COULD ESTIMATE THAT 
IT PROBABLY INAS BECAllSE IT WAS A LONG WAY DOWN FROM SAIGON, , 
WHERE THEY WERE DOING IT. 

Q: DO YOU KNOW WHERE THE BASES ARE THAT HAVE BEEN SELECTED 
FOR THE REFUGEES? 

A: AS I MENTIONED LAST WEEK THIS PLANNING PROGRAM IS OB­
VIOUSLY GETTING CLOSE TO THE END AND 2 REALLY EXPECT WE'll 
HAVE AN ANNOUNCEMENT ON THAT TODAY. 1 DON'T HAVE IT NOW. 
(FYI: FORT ~HAFFE, ARKANSAS; EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, AND 
CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA. 

FOLLOWING MEMORANDUM FOR CORRESPONDENTS WAS POSTED TODAY, 
APRIL 2R, 1975, 

THREE MILITARY BASES IN THE UNItED STATES HAVE BEEN SELECTED 
TO SERVE AS RECEPTION CENTERS FOR INDOCHINA REFUGEES. 

THE BASES SELECTED AS TEMPORARY ·HOUSINGSITES ARE EGLIN 
AIR FORCE 'BASE, FLORIf)A; FORT CHAFFE, ARKANSAS: AND THE MAR.INE 
CORPS BASE, CAMP PENDLETON, CAL.IFORNIA. THE BASES WILL ~E USED 
FOR TEMPORARY HOUSING FOR INDOCHINA REFUGEES FOR UP TO 90 DAYS 
OR MORE. EACH BASE MAY HANDLE UP TO 20,000 REFUGEES. 
BT . 
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., TO AIG 8799 
AIG 8198 
BT 
UNCLAS 56Q5 
SECTION 3 OF 6 

., REFUGEES GOING TO EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE WILL ARRIVE AT EGLIN: 
~ THOSE GOING TO FORT CHAFFEE WILL ARRIVE AT LITTLE ROCK AIR 
., FORCE BASE AND THOSE GOING TO CAMP PENDLETON WILL ARRIVE AT 

THE MARINE CORPS AIR STATION, EL TORO, CALIFORNIA. 
~ MOVEMENT OF REFUGEES TO THESE BASES IS EXPECTED TO BEGIN 
., WITHIN THE NEXT TWO DAYS IN ORDER TO REDUCE LARGE BUILDUPS 
l1li OF REFUGEES AT U.S. BASES IN THE PACIFIC. 

0: WHAT'S THE STATUS OF VUNG TAU NOW? 
A: VUNG T~U IS THREATENED, WE CAN CONFIRM THAT. IT STILL 

., HAS NOT YET BEEN ATTACKED BUT WE DO KNOW THAT THE ENEMY'S 
"II lN A GOOD POSITION TO ATTACK .IT. 
"II Q: LET ME AS THIS ABOUT VUNG TAU ARE ALL THE ROADS TO 

VUNG TAU CUT? 
A: ACTUALLY ROUTE 15 WAS THE ONLY ROAD LEFT OPEN AND IF 

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5207 UNCLAS 
THAT'S BEEN CUT THEN THEYARE BUT I CAN'T VOUCH FOR THE FACT THA 
IT'S CUT. . 

Q: WHAT ABOUT THE SAIGON RIVER? 
A: THAT'S NOT CUT; OF COURSE, BUT IT'S CUTABLE. 
Q: IS ANY TRAFFIC MOVING DOWN THE RIVER? 
A: NO U. S. T R A F F I C • I DON'T K N'O W ABO LJ T SOU T H V lET 111 A M ESE. 
0: ARE THERE STILL THREE U.S. SHIPS IN SAIGON? 
A: NO. FRIDAY, WE ANNOUNCED THEIR DEPARTURE AND I WANt TO 

APOLOGIZE ON THAT.INCIDENTLY, I WAS INFORMED THAT THERE WERE 
• NO REFUGEES ABOARD AN~ OF THOSE SHIPS. TURNS OUT THERE WERE. 

675 ON BOARD ONE OF THEM, THE OTHER TWO WERE, IN FACT, WITHOUT 
R~FUGEES. . 

Q: $0 THERE'S NO U.S. SHIPPING IN SAIGON? 
A: NO U.S. SHIPPING IN SAIGON. .-
0: THERE'S NO WAY WE CAN TAKE PEOPLE FROM'SAIGON OUT TO 

VUNG TAU BY WATER? 
A: NOT ON U.S. BOTTOMS. WE COULD MOVE THEM BACK IN, OF 

COURSE,THERES ALWAYS THAT OPTION, \~E DON'T HAVE ANY THERE. 
Q: ARE WE TAKING REFUGEES FROM VUNG TAU? 
A: THERE'S ONE SHIPLOAD FROM VUNG TAlf THAT WENT TO PHU 
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QUOC OVER THE WEEKEND ON BOARD A U.S. CHARTER. 

Q: IS THIS THE ONE THAT WENT FRO~ SAIGON OR DID IT TAKE 
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ON ADDITIONAL PASSENGERS? 
A: NO, I CAN GET YOU THE NAME. THE AMERICAN CHALLENGER 

LOADED APPROXIMATELY 8,600 REFUGEES FROM THE VUNG TAU AREA 
AND SAILED FOR PHU QUOC AND SHOULD BE THERE BY NOW. 

Q: WHEN WAS THAT? 
A: IT WAS OVER THE WEEKEND, I DDN'T ACTUALLY HAVE THE 

DATE, IT WAS EITHER SATURDAY OR SUNDAY. , 
Q: LAST WEEK THERE WERE A TOTAL OF FIVE, SIX OR SEVEN, 

DEPENDING ON WHO YOU LISTENED TO, MERCHANT SHIPS THAT WERE 
~ IN SAIGON AT THE BEGINNING OF THE WEEK AND THEN ALL LEFT. THIS 

675 IS THE TOTAL TAKEN OUT? 

"'II 

.oiIII: 

A: THEY WENT OUT ON ONE CALLED THE GREEN WAVE AND THAT WAS 
THE ONLY ONE THAT TOOK REFUELS. REMEMBER FRIDAY I WAS GOING 
TO CHECK ONE OF THEM, TURNS OUT I CHEKCED THE WRONG ONE BECAUSE 
THE GREEN WAVE WAS ONE THAT WE THOUGHT WAS EMPTY BUT HAD 675 
ABOARD. 

Q:THE SHIPS THAT WERE IN EARLIER IN THE WEEK AND LEFT EARLIER 
IN THE WEEK,DID NOT CARRY REFUGEES? 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5207 UNCLAS 

A: THE GREEN WAVE WAS ONE OF THE SIX AND THAT'S THE ONLY 
ONE THAT CAR.RIED REFUGEES. 

Q: THESE ARE THE FIRST SOUTH VIETNAMESE REFUGEES EVACUATED 
BY SEA? ' 

A: E\{ACUATED FROM' SAIGON. 
Q: I MEAN THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN AWAY FROM SOUTH VIETNAM 

ABOARD SHIPS. 
A: YOU MEAN COMING OUT FROM SOUTH VIETNAM, YES, THAT'S 

CORRECT. 
Q: ARE THOSE SHlPS STILL STANnING OFF OF ,VUNG TAU._ 
A: THAT'S CORRECT. 
Q: HOW MANY? ~ 

A: THERE WOULDN'T BE ANY CHANGE FROM 
YOU LAST WEEK, 10 OR 11. ONE OF THEM IS 
ONE'S GONG TO SUBIC SO IT WOULD BE NINE 
NINE STANDING REASONABLY NEAR VUNG TAU. 

THE FIGURE I GAVE 
DOWN IN PHU QUOC AND 
LOGICALLY. I COUNT 

Q: WHAT'S THE DELAY, THESE SHIPS HAVE BEEN STANDING THERE 
FOR SOMETIME? ~ 

A: I CANNOT ANSWER YOUR QUESTION. 
Q: THERE'VE BEEN FIVE SHIPS THERE FOR ABOUT A WEEK, ARE 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5207 UNCLAS 
WE PROCESSING, ARE WE SELECTING THE REFUGEES? 

A: I CANNOT ANSWER THAT. 
Q: YOU SAID YOU HAD 200,000 REFUGEES IN THE CITY. 
A: YOU'RE MAKING A LOT OF ASSUMPTIONS I'M NOT SURE WHETHER 

THEY'RE TRUE OR NOT IN ANY CASE I CAN'T ANSWER YOUR QUESTION • 
IF YOU'LL RECALL THE ANNOUNCEMENT LAST WEEK BY THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL AFTER THE APPROVAL OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY COM~ITTEE 

4 WAS THAT CERTAIN TYPES OF REFUGEES WOULD BE AUTHORIZED FOR 
t RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES AND I PRESUME THAT THIS TYPE WAS 

NOT PRESENT IN LARGE NUMBERS IN VUNG TAU. 
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Q: ABOUT HOW MANY REFUGEES ARE THERE ON PHUQUOC AND:WH4T'S 
"" HAPPENED? ARE THEY JUST PILING UP THERE OR WHAT? 
• A: I'LL HAVE TO TAKE THAT I DON'T REMEMBER THE NUf'lIBER. 
~ PHU QUoe OF COURSE WAS DESINGATED BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

GOVERNMENT AS A RELOCATION SITE BUT I THINK 1 CAN GET A NUMBER 
ON THAT. 

Q: HAVE YOU RECEIVED ANY REACTION FROM THE POPULACE AROUND 
THESE BASES THAT ARE UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR RECEPTION CENTERS? 
HAS DOD GOTTEN ANY COMPLAINTS? 

A: I DON'T THINK THAT THEY'VE HAD TIME TO REACT BECAUSE 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5207 UNCLAS 
THERE'S BEEN NO ANNOUNCEMENT AS TO WHICH ONES ARE BEING OF­

~ FICIALLY CONSIDERED. YOU MAY RECALL THERE WAS A THING IN 
~ CALIFORNIA I'M REALLY NOT FAMILIAR WITH, BUT THAT WAS IN 
~ GENERAL TERMS 0 

~ Q: YOU LISTED A FEW THAT BECAME OFFICIALLY CONSIDERED AS 
OF THE TIME YOU LISTED THEM. 

A: I WAS LISTING ONES THAT WOULD FIT THE BILL, BUT I REMEMBER 
""I I MADE IT QUI TE CLEAR THI S WAS JUST EXAMPLES. I SHUULDN'T HAVE 

DONE THAT BECAUSE EVERYBODY THINKS THAT'S OFFICIAL AND IT'S NOT .. 
~ OFFICIAL AND· 1 SAID IT WASN'T OFFICIAL AT THE TIME. 

I SHOULDN'T HAVE DONE THAT, BECAUSE EVERYBODY THINKS 
THAT'S OFFIC.IAL. IT'S NOT OFfiCIAL. 

~ Q: T~ERE SEEMS TO'BE A LOT OF BAD REACTION FROM PEOPLE OF 
~ FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS, ABOUT THE USE OF CHAFFEE. WOULD THAT HAVE 

ANY DIRECT BEARING ON WHAT BASES WOULD BE USED AND WOULD NOT 
BE USED? 

A: I AM NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE BAD REACTION. THE NEWSMEN THAT 
I TALKED TO FROM THERE DID NOT INDICATE THAT. I'M NOT SAYING IT 
ISN'T TRUE, BUT I JUST DON'T KNOW ABOUT IT. 

Q: IS THERE ANY SORT OF AN I~TELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT IN THE 
BT ' 
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SECTION 4 OF 6 
BUILDING TO FROM THERE DID NOT INDICATE THAT. I'M NOT SAYING IT 
ISN'T TRUE, BUT I JUST DON'T KNOW AeOUT IT. 

0: IS THERE ANY SORT OF AN INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENT IN THE 
BlJILDING EITHER FROM SAIGON OR OUR OWN MILITARY EXPERTS, ON WHAT 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE MIGHT DO? IS THERE A FEELING THEY WANT TO 
ATTACK SAIGON, THEY WANT A MILITARY VICTORY OR ••• 

A: I CAN'T ANSWER THAT. WE, OF COURSE, DON'T COME UP WITH AN 
OFFICIAL PROJECTION ON THAT. 

Q: BASED ~N INTELLIGENCE ANALYSIS OF THE FRAGMENTS OF THE 
ROCKETS THAT HIT TAN SON NHUT, ANY ESTIMATE AS TO WHAT KIND OF 
ROCKETS THEYVERE' WHAT DISTANCE THEYWERE FIRED FROM? 

A: I CAN GET THAT. I DONITHAVE IT, BUT I'M SURE WE 00 HAVE 
THAT. 

Q: ••• ARTILLERY SHELLS? 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5208 UNCLAS 

A: NO, IT WAS LISTED AS ROCKETS. 
Q: DID IT SURPRISE ANYBODY THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE WERE ABLE 

TO FLY IN THE A-37S SO QUICKLY?' 
A: THIS HAS NOT BEEN CONFIRM~D THAT,THESE ARE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 
Q: ARE THE AMERICANS IN SAIGON SAFE? 
A: I CAN'T ANSWER ,THAT EITHER •. 
Q: YOU SAID THEY \oIERNE'T FROM PHAN RANG. 
A: I SAID, WE DIDN'T KNOW. 
Q: DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEA WHERE THEY MIGHT HAVE COME FRON? 
A: IT'S GOING TO D~PEND ON WHO WAS FLYING THEM. 
Q: DO YOU HAVE THE INFORMATION WHICH INDICATES WHAT DIRECTION 

THEY CI\ME FROM? 
A: IF \..JE DO. WE'D HAVE A BETTER "FEEL FOR IT. WE JUST DON'T 

HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION. 
0: ANY MARKINGS ON THE PLANES A~ ALL? 
A: THEYWEREMARKS OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE, BUT YOU KNOW 

IF THEY TOOK SOME OF THOSE PLANES THAT THEY CAPTURED UP NORTH, THEY 
PROBABLY WOULD CHANGE THE MARKINGS. 

,Q: WHAT'S THE LEVEL OF FIGHTING MONDAY AS COMPARED TO ••• 
A: IT'S UP. 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 52~8 UNCLAS 
Q: UP OVER YESTERDAY? 
A: YESTERDAY, ALSO WAS THE SAME .AS TODAY. MUCH HEAVIER 
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THAN LAST \<lEEK. 
Q: WHAT ARE THE CLOSEST NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS TO SAIGON? 
A: THEY'RE CLOSER. I DON'T HAVE ANY SPECIFIC FIGURE. WHAT'S 

HAPPENING, OF COURSE, IS AS ALWAYS. SOME SMALLER UNITS ARE 
GETTING IN CLOSER THAN T HE LARGER UNITS AND THE REPORTS WE 
HAVE DON'T MAKE THAT VERY CLEAR JUST HOW CLOSE ANYBODY. IS. ONE 
REPORT TALKED ABOUT THE OUTSKIRTS OF SAIGON, BUT YOU KNOW THAT'S 
NOT A,VERY DEFINITIVE TERM. WE DO KNOW THAT THE EVIDENCE INDI­
CATES THAT ATTACKS ARE IMMINENT ON BIEN HOA AND LONG BIEN, 
PROBABLY TAN AN DOWN IN THE SOUTH. TAY NINH IS UNDER ATTACK 
TODAY. 

Q: WHEN YOU ADD IT ALL UP, IS THIS THE PUSH? 
A: WE CAN'T BE SURE YET. IT'S THE SAME OLD THING. IT'S 

LOOKING MORE LIKE IT, BUT WE CAN'T BE SURE YET IF THIS IS 
ANOTHE~ LUNGE OR WHETHER THEY'RE JUST GOING TO TRY TO KEEp· 
GOING. 

Q: LAST WEEK I THINK YOU INDICATED THAT AN ATTACK COULD COME 
ON SAIGON AT ANY MINUTES. IS THERE ANY MORE IMMINENCE IN THE 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5208 lJNCLAS 
PENDING ATTNCK ON BIFN HOA, LONG t.HEN, THAN THERE WAS LAST WEEK'l 

A: IT'S CERTAINLY MORE IMMINENCE ON THE ATTACK ON LONG BIEN, 
AND BIEN HOA. IN THE CONTEXT THAT YOU'RE ASKING THE (,)UJ:STION, YES. 

Q: WHAT ARE THE SIGNS THATIT'S IMMINENT? HPW 00 WE KNOW THAT? 
A: BECAUSE OF THE INTENSE ENEMY ACTIVITY IN THE SURROUNDINGS. 

THERE'S A GREAT INCREASE IN PROBE.S: THE ATTACKS BY FIRE, BIEN 
HOW REPORTED A THOUSAND ROUNDS, I DON'T KNOW WHAT KIND OF ROUNDS, 
BUT A THUUSAND ROUNDS YESTERDAY. 

Q: ON THE AIR BASE OR IN THE TOWN? 
A: IN THE AREA. THEY DION'T ~PECIFY. 
Q: IF YOU CAN'T ANSWER THE OU~STION ABOUT WHETHER THE AMER­

ICANS ARE SAFE OR NOT, WHY .AREN't THEY BEING TAKEN OUT? 
A: THIS IS A QUESTION THAT WOllLD HAVE TO BE ADDRESSED TO THE 

STATE DEPARTMENT. THIS IS A DECISInN MADE BY THE AMBASSADOR, 
AS YOU KNOW, AND I JUST CAN'T ANSWER THAT. 

Q: IS THIS THE FIRST INTELLIGENCE YOU'VE HAD THAT THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE OR SOUTH V!~TNAMESE ARE FLYING THESE A-37S AROUND OC­
CUPIED TERRITORY? 

A: OF COURSE THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE HAVE A-37S. 
Q: I UNDERSTAND THAT, BUT THE ONES THAT WERE CAPTURED, I THINK, 

PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5208 UNCLAS 
WE ADMIT THAT· WE'RE RUNNING RECONNAISSANCE OVER SOUTH VIETNAM, 
RIGHT? 

A: UNARMED. 
Q: THE FIRST INTELLIGENCE WE HAVE THAT THOSE FIELDS,. I'M 

SURE THEY'VE KEPT THEM UNDER SURVEILLANCE, HAVE BEEN FLYING 
THOSE PLANES, TEST FLIGHTS OR ORIENTATION FLIGHTS? 

A: SHOULD THESE TURN OUT TO BE PILOTED BY NORTH VIETNAMESE, 
THAT'S GOING TO BE ONE CASE. THERE WERE SOME REPORTS THAT THE 

~ NORTH VIETNAMESE WERE PLAYING AROUND WITH THE A-37S IN SOME 
UNKNOWN FASHION. I REGRET THAT I CAN'T REALLY ANSWER THAT 
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FACTUALLY. I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT IS TRUE OR NOT. 
C: WHAT AIRFIELD WAS THIS THAT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ~ERE 

PLAYING AROUND IT? 
A: THE DANANG AREA. 
Q: WHAT DO YOU MEAN PLAYING AROUND? 
A: I DON'T KNOW WHAT I MEAN, T4AT'S WHY I USED THOSE WORDS. 

THIS IS A VERY HAZY REPORT AND I JUST CAN'T MAKE ANYTHING OF 
IT BECAUSE OUR INFORMATION ISN'T THAT GOOD. 

C: FLYING THEM OR ON THE GROUND OR •••• 
A:··TAXIING THEM UP AND DOWN AND THAT SORT OF THING. THE 

PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5208 UNCLAS 
BEST ANSWER TO THE QUESTION IS I DON'T KNOW WHETHER IT IS OR 
NOT. 

'l1li C: WHERE DID THE HAZY REPORT COME FROM? 
'l1li A: THESE COME OUT OF A MIXTURE OF SOURCES, I'M REALLY NOT 
i ABLE TO SAY. 
~. Q: WHEN WAS IT? 
~ A: LAST WEEK. 
~ Q: WAS IT THROUGH ANY SORT OF AERIAL SURVEILLANCE THAT ~~E 

DETERMINED THI5? 
~ A: I OON'T KNOW THE ANSW~R TO THAT. 
~ Q: HAVE wi: CONFIRMEO OR SOLIDIFIED THE FIGURE OF HOW i-1ANY 
~ AIRCRAFT THEY TOOK THAT WERE INTACT THAT MIGHT BE USED FOR 
~ ATTACK ON SAIGON? . 
~ A: WE DON'T HAVE A FIRM FIGURE. I THINK PROBABLY I AM GOING 
II1II TO BE ABLE TO GIVE YOU AN ESTIMATE PRETTY QUICKLY ON THE TOTAL 
~ NUMBER INVOLVED, BUT HOW MANY ARE FLYABLE, THIS IS WHERE WE 
.III DON'T KNOW. 

Q: 00 WE KNOW HOW MANY OF THESOUTH VIETNAMESE WENT BACK. AND 
.oj DESTROYED? 

A: NO, THAT'S ONE OF THE PROBLE~S WHY WE CAN'T ANSWER THE 
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OTHER QUES TI ON. 

Q: AS A MILITARY MAN, CAN YOU GIVE US YOUR JUDGMENT BASED 
L1PON THE INFORMATION REACHING THE PENTAGON ABOUT THE MILITARY 

i ~~~L1:~~~~C!~SS~~~~~:S~~~~DJ~~G~!~~NW~~~~E~Rg~ ~O~I~~~A:~Me!~~ 
, POINT, IrjITHIN THE NEXT DAY OR TWO? 

," A: I REALLY CAN'T DO THAT BECAUSE THIS JUST ISN'T MY AREA 
, OF RESPONSIR.ILITY. IT ISN'T EVEN THE DEFF:NSE DEPARTMENT'S AREA 

OF RESPONSIBILITY, IT'S STATE. I CAN GIVE YOU 
A JUOGMENT BUT THERE'S NO REASON FOR HE TO GET INVOLVED IN 
'THIS AS AN INDIVIDUAL BECAUSE IT S NOT ANY OF MY BlJSINESS. 

Q: NOW THAT THE PLANES ARE BOMBING THE AIRPORT, WHETHER 
NORTH VIETNAMESE OR SOUTH VIETNAMESE, THERE'S A DANGER OF 
ATTACK UPON ANY OF OUR AIRCRAFT GOING INTO TAKE OUT AMERICANS, 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5209 UNCLAS 
WOULD WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO USE FIGHTER ESCORT FOR ANY AIRCRAFT 
THAT WILL BE CALLED IN TO TAKE OUT ANY AMERICANS NOW? 

A: MY UNDERSTANDING IS THAT WHEH THEE EVACUATION, AS SUCH,IS 
• OR DE RED, T HAT THE AN S W E R TOT HAT I S YES. 

Q: COllLD YOU BRING US UP TO DATE ON THE NUHt3ER OF DIVISIONS 
THAT THE NVA HAS VERSUS. • •• . 

A: IT'S GONE UP TO 15. 
Q: YOU HAD IT UP AS HIGH AS 16. 

~ A: NO, REMEM~ER WE SAID 14 AND I MENTIONED THE OTHER AGENCIES 
~ WERE THINKING THAT MA~~E IT HAD GONE TO 15 OR 16, NOW THE DEFENSE 
~ DEPARH1Ei\,IT'S POSITION IS THAT IT'S 15. 

Q: IN MR I I I? 
A: AROUND SAIGON, YES. 

~ Q: 010 YOU SUGGEST OR SAY THAT A~ ATTACK ON SAIGON WAS IM-

I 

MINHH? 
A: NO, THE QUESTION WAS WHEN DID I THINK IT WOULD TAKE PLACE 

AND I SArD IT COULD TAKE PLACE ANYTIME FROM NOW ••• i. 

Q: HE SAID WHY 00 XOU THINK THAT ATTACK WAS IMMINENT? 
• 'A: WE WERE TALKING THEN ABOUT BIEN HOA AND LONG BIEN. 
5 Q: THE NEW DIVISION CAt~E FROM WHERE? 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5209 UNCLAS 
A: IT CAME FROM THE NORTH? 
Q: CAN YOU IDENTIFY IT? 
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A: I WILL BUT I DON'T HAVE THE NUMBER RIGHT NOW. , 
0, IN VIEW CONGRESS HASN'T PASSED THE LEGISLATION GIVING 

YOU AUTHORITY TO USE TROOPS IN THE EVAUCATION EFFORT, WHERE 
WOULD YOU G~T YOUR AUTHORITY TO USE AIR COVER? 

~ A: THE OliESTJON I WAS ADDRESSING WA/S THE EVACUATION OF AMER-
~ ICANS. WE HAVE THE AUTHORITY FOR THAT. 
~ Q: WHAT IMPACT HAS THE CONGRESSIONAL FAILURE THUS FAR TO PASS 
~ THE AUTHORIZING LEGISLATION HAD UP ; YYUR EVACCATTIN N[ANS? 
~ A: I DON'T THINK IT'S HAD ANY BECAUSE WE HADN'T GOTTEN INTO 
~ POSITfON WHERE THIS WOULD COME INTO PLAY. 
~ Q: WHO MAKES THAT DECISION TO EVACUATE~ 

~ A: THE AM~ASSADOR IS THE KEY NAN. 
~ Q: Hm~ MANY SOUTH VIETNAMESE REFUGEES HAVE WE TAKEN OUT? 
~ A: AS OF THIS MORNING IT'S AROUND 40,000, PROBABLY A LITTLE 
~ OVER THAT. I DON'T HAVE THE EXACT FIGURE. 
~ 0: COULD YOU GET US A BREAKDOWN OF WHERE THEY ARE? 
~ A: NO, BUT THERE ARE ABOUT 20,000 ON GUAM. I'LL HAVE TO TAKE 

THE QUESTION. 
~ PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 520g UNCLAS 

Q PLUS HOW MANY AMERICANS? 
;A: AI30UT 7,000 ROUGHLY. 
~ Q: THAT INCLUDES THE 678 THAT LEFT VUNG TAU AND WENT TO SUBIC? 
~ A:THAT INCLUDES EVERYBODY. 
~ Q: IF AN ANNOUNCEMENT IS TO BE MADE OF A TOTAL EVACUATION, 
~ WOULD YOU ANTICIPATE THAT IT WOULD COME FROM THE WHITE HOUSE 
~ OR STATE DEPARTMENT? 
~ A: I WOULD ANTICIPATE FROM STATE DEPARTMENT. 

I 
I 

0: WHERE WOULD THE REFUGI:ES FRON PHIJC QUOC GO? ; 
A: I DON'T KNOW; THAT'S A SOUTH VIETNAMESE PROHLE~. 

THEY WERE EVACUATED BY THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE •. 
Q: IN OTHER WORDS, THESE ARE PEOPLE WHO AREN'T RELATIVES OR 

WORKED FOR THE U.S. ~ 
A: YOU'lL RECALL THESE A'RE PEOPLE THAT CAME ",rOSTlY OUT OF 

THE NORTH. 
Q: I'M TALKING BOUT THE ONES THAT YOU TOOK THIS WEEKEND 

FROM VUNG TAU TO PHU CHOC? 
A: THIS IS THE SAM~ CATEGORY T8AT WE TOOK TO PHU CHOC IN THE 

FIRST PLACE. THESE ARE PEOPLE WHO CANE FROM THE NORTH, MAYBE NOT 
AS FAR NORTH, THEY ARE REFUGEES COMING DOWN SOUTH. THEY ARE NOT 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5209 UNCLAS 
IN OUR CATEGORY. 

Q: THEY WIll NOT BE GOING TO TO THE U.S.? 
A: THEY WILL NOT. 
Q: ARE ~OST OF THE HIGH RISK VIETNAMESE NOW OUT OF SAIGON? 
A: I CAN'T ANSWER THAT. I DON'T KNOW WHAT T~E FIGURE IS. 

YOU RECALL THE ESTIMATES ON THE HIGH RISK CATEGORY ARE PRETTY 
WIDE. I DON'T KNOW WHO WOULD KNOW THE ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION 
BUT WE CERTAINLY DON'T HERE IN DEFENSE. 

Q: I THOUGHT YOU SAID TO AN EARLIER QUESTION THAT SHIPS 
WEREN'T'TAKING MORE BECAUSE THERE WEREN.'T ANY LARGE NUMBERS 
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LEFT? 
A: NO, DIDN'T SAY ANYTHING LIKE THAT. I SAIO I DIDN'T 

KNOW. 
Q~ WOULD YOU PLEASE NOTIFY US WHEN GENERAL HOMER SMITH, 

~ DAD, LEAVES SAIGON, IF HE HASN'T ALREADY LEFT SAIGON? 
~ A: HE HAS NOT LEFT. WE'LL NOTIFY YOU AS SOON AS WE CAN. 

REMEMBER THIS IS A STATE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCEMENT. 
Q: BUT HE'S YOUR MAN? 
A:~YES, BUT HE'S WORKING FOR STATE. 
Q: HAVE THE CARRIERS BEEN MOVED IN CLOSER TO SHORE OR ARE 

~ PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5209 UNCLAS 
THEY BEING MOVED IN CLOSER? 

A: NO, THERE'S BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN THE DISPOSITION 

I 

ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION I HAVE. LOOKS ABOUT THE SAME AS 
BEFORE. 

Q: NO CHANGE IN NUMBERS? 
A: NO CHANGE IN NUMBERS. 
Q: NO NEW SHIPS? 

..01 

.. .. 

A: NO NEW SHIPS. 
Q: ABOUT 40 SHIPS? 
A: A LITTtE OVER 40 SHIPS o 

Q: i-/HAT ABOUT HELICOPTERS? 
A: THE SAME AS BEfORE -- 70 ODD. 
g: WHAT'S THE COST OF THE OPERATION? 
A: I DON'T HAVE THAT. THAT WILL TAKE A WHILE. YOU KNOW,HOW 

DO YOU COST IT. YOU CAN TAKE IT TWO WAYS -- ONE YOU'RE PAYING 
A SAILOR FOR SAILING AROUND ON SHI~ WHETHER HE'S OUT IN THE 
SOUTH CHINA SEA OR THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. IT'S NO EASY THING TO 
COST. YOU HAVE TO FIGURE WHAT ARE THE ADDITIONAL COSTS •. 

Q: YOU SAY YOU HEARD A REPORT T~AT TON SON NHUT MAY BE OPEN? 
A: RIGHT. 
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Q: CAN WE AUTOMAITICALlY INFER THAT IF TAN SON NHUT IS TECH-

~ 

I 

I ... 

NICALLY OPEN, U.S. C-13~S WILL BE FLYING IN? 
A: I THINK THAT WOULD BE VERY SAFE. 
Q: THE PROGRAM HS NOT BEEN SUSPENDED IN ANY WAY? 
A: IT'S NOT BEEN SUSPENDED. 
Q: IS THERE A DIMINISHED EVACUATION CAPACITY BY USING ONLY 

C-130S VERSUS 141S OR C-5S? 
.A: PROBABLY, BUT I DON'T KNOW THAT IT WOULD BE VERY SIGNI­

FICANT BECAUSE WE'VE GOT MORE C-130SNOW. 
Q: YOU WOULD KNOW WHETHER C-130S NOW ARE GOING -- STILL 

GOING IN. 
A : IT T A K E SUS ALIT T L E 1m I lET 0 H EAR, BUT WE 

YES HE WILL BE ABLE TO TELL YOU IF IT'S OPEN. 
Q: I THOUGHT YOU SAID EARLY ON THAT AS OF NOW 

PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5210 UNClAS 
GOING IN? 

A: I SAID I HAD TWO CONFLI(1)NG REPORTS.· •• 

WILL KNOW 

THEY WEREN'T 

Q: I THOUGHT YOU SAID THAT THE ~-13~S, EVEN THOUGH THESE 
WERE CONFLICTING REPORTS • •• ~. 

A: I DIDN'T MEAN TO SAY.THAT BECAUSE IF IT OPENS UP THEY'D 
BE GOING I'M SURE OF THAT. THERE'S BEEN NO ORDER TO CANCEL, 
THAT'S WHAT I'M SAYING? 

Q: WHAT ABOUT AN ORDER TO SUSPEND? 
A: THAT'S A DIFFERENT THING BECAUSE IF THE AIR BASE IS CLOSED 

THEN YOU CAN'T FLY IN'O IT, THAT'S A DIFFERENT SET OF CIRCUM­
STANCES. 

Q: WAS THERE AN ORDER TO SUSPEND THE AIRLIFT THIS MORNING? 

I 
A: THE AIR BASE WAS CLOSED, YES, AND THAT AUTOMATICALLY 

SUSPENDED THE FLIGHTS. 
Q: DO WE HAVE THE MILITARY CAPABILITY AS THE MATTER STANDS 

RIGHT NOW, TO GET ALL THE AMERltANS UUT SAFELY? 
I A: YES, LET'S PUT IT THIS WAY, IF WORSE COMES TO WORSE. AND 
~ WE HAVE TO GO IN WITH HELICOPTERS TO GET THEM, WE HAVE .ENOUGH 
• HELICOPTERS TO DO IT. 
j' Q: THAT'S NOT RESPONSIVE TO THE QUESTION. 

PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5210 UNCLAS 
A: THAT'S THE BEST I CAN DO, I T4INK IT'S RESPONSIVE. 
Q: YOU HAVE ENOUGH OF OTHER THINGS, LIKE MARINES? 
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A: wE'VE ANSWERED THIS QUESTION ABOUT 10 TIMES BUT n's ,GOING 
TO DEPEND ON THE SITUATION, BUT WE DO HAVE THE POTENTIAL TO DO· 
IT, YES. YOU CAN C E R T A I N L Y V I SUA Ll Z E A SITU A T I ON "W HER E IT M I GH T 
BE VERY DIFFICULT. 

Q: THAT INCLUDES AIR COVER AND "MEN ON THE GROUND1 
A: THAT WOULD COVER THE WHOLE BIT. 
Q: WE ARE NOT NOW PROVIDING AIR COVER FOR ANY FLIGH~SJ 

A: IT WOULD TAKE US INTO VIETNAM WHERE WE'RE NOT ALLOWED TO 
GO WIT-HOUT ONE OF TWO THINGS HAPPENING. ONE WE'D HAVE TO CONSULT 
THE CONGRESS. IF THE FINAL EVACUATION IS ORDERED THEN WE HAVE THE 
AUTHORITY TO DO THIS TO RESCUE AMERICANS." 

Q: THAT'S ONLY THE FINAL EVACUATION? 
A: RIGHT. 

~ NOW IF WE WANTED TO SEND THEM IN UNDER THE CURRENT CIRCUM-
~ STANCES OF COURSE THIS WOULD BE A LITTLE DIFFERENT. 
~ 0: WHAT IS THE GENERAL DISTANCE FROM THE SHIPS INTO SAIGON 
~ FOR H..EL'ICOPTER FLIGHTS? 
~ A: ABOUT 100 MILES -- A LITTLE LESS IN SOME CASES, A LITTLE 
~ PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 52Hl UNClAS 
• MORE IN OTHERS. 
~ Q: THE PRESENT INTENTION, IF YOU HAVE TO GO TO A HELIBOPERT 

EVACUATION, \>/OULO BE FROM THE CARRIERS, INTO SAIGON, BACK TO THE 
... CARRIERS. 

A: 1 REALLY wOULDN'T WANT TO COKMENT ON THAT BUT THE LOGIC 
IS ALMOST UNASSAILABLE. WEIRE NOT SUPPOSED TO GO INTO DETAILS. 

Q: WHAT WAS THE DISTANCE FROM THE CARRIERS IN THE GULF OF 
SIAM INTO PHNOM PENH? 

A:ABOUT THE SAME. I THINK THE SHORTEST FLIGHT THE~E WAS 
CLOSER TO 80 MILES. 

Q: HAS GENERAL KY FLOWN OUT ON A C-130 OR 141? 
A: I HAVE NO INFORMATION ON 5ENERA~ KY AT ALL. 
Q: HOW ABOUT HIS FAMILY1 
A: I'LL CHECK THAT, I DON'T KNOW. 
0: THERE'S A REPORT •••• 
A: I SAW THAT REPORT BUT IT WAS NOT CONFIRMED. OF COURSE, 

SHE UNDOUBTEDLY FIT INTO THE CATEGORY, BUT I HAVE NOT SEEN 
ANYTHING OFFICIAL ON l~AT. 

Q: CAN YOU DETAIL THE FIGHTING AT TAY NINH RIGHT NOW? WHAT'S 
HAPPENING? 
PAGE 5 RUEKJCS 5210 UNCLAS 

A: IT'S UNDER GROUND ATTACK. 
Q: BY HOW 1'-1ANY DIVISIONS AND •••• 
A: I DON'T KNOW THAT, SIZEARLE IS THE WORD WE GOT~ 

Q: ARTILLERY INTO THE TOWN? 
A: ARTILLERY ATTACKS ~Y FIRE AND AN INFANTRY ATTACK? 
Q: I S THE I NFANTR YIN THE TOWN? 
A: NO REPORT THAT THEY'RE IN THE TOWN BUT THAT THEY ARE 

. ATTACKING. 
Q: IS IT HOLDING? 
A: HOLDING AS OF THE LAST REPORT. 

o. 
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~ 0: IS THAT THE ONLY PLACE THAT THERE'S A SIZEABLE ATtACk? 

A: AT THE MOMENT. 
Q: HOW MANY GOVERNMENT TROOPS WER~ AT TAY NINH , 00 YOU KNOW? 
A: I DON'T KNOW THAT. 
Q: HAVEN'T THEY R~MOVED THE ARVN DIVISION? 
A: IT'S MY UNDERSTANDING THAT THE ARVN 25TH DIVISION HAD 

BEEN REMOVED FROM THERE BUT THAT LEFT BEHIND TERRITORIAL FOR­
CES AND POSSIBLY A COUPLE OF RANGER GROUPS. I'LL TAKE THE 
QUESTiON, I DON'T KNOW THE ANSWER. 

Q: CAN I MAKE THE REQUEST THAT IF AND WHEN WE GET INTO THIS 
"'l1lI PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5210 UNCLAS 

EVACUATION WHICH I EXPECT WE'RE GOING TO HAVE TO COVER IN LARGE 
• MEASURE OUT OF WASHINGTON, THAT T~E PENTAGON BE READY WITH T~E 

INFORMATION OF WHAT'S GOING ON IN THE OPERATION. 
A: WE'RE PREPARED TO DO OUR BEST. 
0: YOU MENTIONED THE SA-7S BEFORE, ARE THE SA-2S BEING MOVED 

I A: NOTHING NEW ON THAT, I DID CHECK THAT THIS MORNING. 
~ . Q: WHY ARE THE C-130S LESS SUSCEPTIBLE -- THEY CAN TAKE OFF 

WITH SHORTER •••• 
A: LET ME TAKE THAT, I'M NOT AN AIR FORCE OFFICER, I DON'T 

KNOW. I DO K'NOW THAT THEIR EI\JGINES ARE HAROER TO PUT OlJT OF 
~ COMMISSION AND THAT MAY BE THE ANSWER BUT LET ME TAKE THAT. 

. Q: HOW DIFFICULT IS IT TO FLY AN A-'n, 151T CONCEIVABLE 
~ THAT A NORTH VIETNAMESE PILOT WITHOUT ANY TRAINING FROM THE 

UNITED STATES COULD FLY ONE OF THOSE AIRPLANES? 

~ • ~ 

I .. 
~ 

• ~ 

I 
.. 
~ 

~ 

A: I'M SURE IT'S CONCEIVABLE. I BETTER TAKE THAT QUESTION. 
I3T 
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FROM OASD/PA SD D 
FOR INFORMATION AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICERS , 
SUBJECT: DOD MORNING NEWS BRIEFING 

PART ,.1: THERE WAS NO 001} MORNING NE'WS BRI EFING. 
PART II: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE JAMES R. SCHLESINGER MET 

WITH NEWSMEN AT THE PENTAGON, THURSDAY, MAY 1, 1975, 
TRANSCRIPT FOLLOWS: 

SECRETARY SCHLESINGER: GENTLEMEN, I AM PREPARED TO DISCUSS 
WITH YOU THE EVACUATION FROM VIETNAM. 

FIRST, I SHOULD LIKE TO POINT OUT THAT IN THE OIVISENESS 
THAT HAS BEEN ASSOCIATED WITH THIS' WAR, THAT MANY OF THE MEN. 
~HO FOUGHT THERE HAVE CONSIDERED IT TO BE A THANKLESS TASK. I 
SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT THEIR ACTIONS AND THEIR VALOR ARE APPRE7 
CIATED BY TH PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY AND THAT WE EXTEND TO THEM 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS5588 UNCLAS 
OUR THANKS IN THIS THANKLESS TASK. 

I DISPATCHED A MESSAGE TO THE ARMED FORCES THE OTHER DAY 
AND I SHALL READ A PART OF IT. 

'FOR MANY OF YOU THE TRAGEDY OF SOUTHEAST ASIA IS MORE THAN 
A DISTA~T AND ABSTRACT EVENT. yriu FOUGHT THEREw YOU HAVE LOST 
COMRADES THERE, YOU HAVE SUFFERED THERE. IN THIS PERIOD OF 
REFLECTION YOU MAY FEEL THAT YOUR EFFORTS AND SAC~IFJCESHAVE 
GONE FOR NAUGHT. THAT IS NOT THE CASE. WHEN THE PASSIONS HAVE 
MUTED AND THE HISTORY IS WRITTEN~ AMERICANS WILL RECALL THAT 
THEIR ARMED FORCES SERVED THEM WELL. UNDER CI~CUMSTANCES MORE 
DIFFICULT THAN EVER BEFORE FACEDI3Y OUR MILITARY SERVICES, YOU 
ACCOMPLISHED THE MISSION ASSIGNED TO YOU BY HIGHER AUTHORITY.' 

1.N"'THJS LAST EXERCISE, ONCE AGAIN I BELIEVE THE ARMED FORCES 
f' HAV·.§ .RESONSED MAGNI F I CENTL Y TO THE TASKS THAT WERE GIVEN TO 

THEM. THEY PERFORMED HEROICALLY UNDER THE MOST ADVERSE CON~ 
OITIONS. 

I WILL NOT GO INTO ANY GREAT DETAIL. THE AIR FORCE OPERATING. 
FROM THAILAND, THE NAVY OFF ,THE COAST, THE MARINES BOTH ON THE 
GROUND AND IN THE HELICOPTERS AS WELL AS AIR FORCE HELICOPTERS 
ALL PERFORMED EXCELLENTLY. THEY PERFORMED UNDER DIFFICULT CON­
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5588 UNCLAS 
DITIONS. AMONG THOSE THAT I SHOULD LIKE TO SINGLE OUT ARE THE 
HELICOPTER PILOTS. THIS WAS THE MOST MASSIVE HELICOPTER EVAC-
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UATION IN HISTORY, FAR LARGER THAN HAD BEEN ANTICIPATED. SOME 
b3B HELICOPTER SORTIES WERE, FLOWN ONCE AGAIN UNDER DIFFICULT 
CONDITIONS. THE CHOPPER PILOTS FROM THE START OF THE MISSION 
TO THE CLOSE OF THE MISSION, WORKED FOR 20 HOURS. FROM THE' 
FIRST ALERT IT'WAS 27 HOURS. AFTER DARKNESS FELL IN SAIGON 
AND A NUMBER OF LANDING SITES AT THE EMBASSY WAS REDUCED, 
THEY WERE FORCED TO THREAT THEIR WAY, WITH OCCASIONAL FIRE, ' 
DOWN TO THE EMBASSY AND TO SET DOWN ON THE RESTRICTED LAND 
SITES UNDER OARNESS AND IN POOR WEATHER. THEY EXTRACTEDA(L 
THAT THEY WER'E REOUIRED TO EXTRACT ,AND TO THEM I THINK, WE 
OWE A PARTICULAR TRIBUTE. 

0: THERE'VE BEEN REPORTS, MR. SECRETARY, THAT YOU WERE 
UNHAPPY AT THE PACE OF THE EVACUATION WHILE IT WAS UNDERWAY 
AND THAT YOU TRIED' TO GET THE AMBASSADOR TO SPEED IT UP IN 
FAIRLY STRONG LANGUAGE. CAN YOU TELL US WHAT HAPPENED ON THAT? 

A: WELL, THE EVACUATION PROCEEDED MORE SLOWLY AT THE EMBASSY 
THAN WE ~OULD HAVE WISHED. IT WAS LARGELY DUE TO THE FALL OF 
NIGHT, THE TRESTICTION fN THE LANDING lONES; THE DIFFICULTY 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 558R UNCLAS 
OF LANDING CHOPPERS, AS WELL AS THE (ARGE NUMGER OF PEOPLE 
THAT HAD TO BE EXTRICATED FROM THE EMBASSY. NATURALLY, UNDER 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE 010 NOT WANT THE OPERATION TO CONTINUE 
WITHOUT LIMIT AND WE MADE ATTEMPTS TO ExpEDITE IT. 

Q: CAN YOU TELL US WHERE THE SHIPS ARE, THAT TASK FORCE~ 

AND ARE THEY LEAVING? 
A: I BELIEVE ALL THE SHIPS HAVE DEPARTED FROM TH~COAST 

AT THIS POINT. 
Q: ARE THEY MORE THAN 12 MILES FROM THE COAST NOW?, 
A: YES, WELL OVER TWELVE MILES, I TH1NK, WE'LL HAVE TO 

CHECK TO BE SURE THAT THEY ARE ALL OUT BUT CERTAINLY WITH 
ONE OR TWO EXCEPTIONS THEY RE OUT. 

Q: ARE THEY NO LONGER MAKING PICKUPS? 
A: IF SOMEONE IS ABLE TO REACH ANY OF THE SHIPS. THERE WILL 

BE PICKUPS. 
Q: WHEN YOU SAY WITH ONE OR TWO EXCEPTIONS THE¥'R~ ALL OUT, 

ARE THOSE ONE OR TWO EXCEPTIONS WITHIN THE 12 MILES? 
A: NO, I WAS JUST SIMPLY STATING THE POSSIBILITY THAT THEY 

MIGHT NOT BE ALL OUT. I BEll EVE THAT THEY ARE ALL OUT AT THI S 
TIME. 
PAGE.; 5 RUEKJCS 5588 UNCLAS 

-0: Da YOU KNOW WHAT THE TIME WAS WHEN THE ORDER WAS GIVEN 
TO'\i:>{PART THE AREA? 

A: WE WILL ~HECK ON TH~T, LLOYD (NORMAN, NEWSWEEK), AND 
GET THAT INFORMATION TO YOU. ' 

0: MR. SECRETARY, HAS IT BEEN DET~RMINED WHO GAVE THAT ORDER \ 
TO DELAY THE PICKUP BY AN HOUR? \ 

A: WE ARE REVIEWING THAT; THE ORDER ITSELF, O~ COURSE,i CAME 
FROM THE COMMAND SHIP. ' 

Q: ARE ALL THE SHIPS SAILING TOWARD THE PHILIPPINES NOW~ 
A: I DO NOT KNOW THEIR bESTINATIONS; I PRESUME THAT MOST, 
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DECLASSIFIED 

I o 
I 

o 
I 
io 
I 

() 

1 o 

1 

., 
i' 

1
0 

I 
iO 
I 
.10 
I 

'10 

o 

o 

, i 



DECLASSIFIED 
, , .. ~. 

,: ,~'~ THEM ARE GOI NG TO THE EAST WI TH THE REFUGEES ABOARD. 
Q: M'R. SECRETARY, WHEN YOU SPOKE OF A LARGE NUMBER OF· 

PEOPLE EXTRACTED FROM THE EMBASSY BEING A FACTOR IN THE PRQ-. 
TRACTED OPERATION THERE, IS THAT A LARGER NUMBER THAN YOU. ' 
ANTICIPATED? 010 IT INCLUDE MANY MOKE VIETNAMESE THAN YOU , 
ANTICIP~TED AND IS THERE A BREAiDOWN ON THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE~ 
FROM THE EMBASSY AS DISTINGUISHED FROM TAN SON NHUT AT THIS 
TIME? 

A: WE EXTRACTED 4,475 VIETNAMESE FROM TAN SON NHUT AND 1,129 
FROM THE EMBASSY ACCORDING TO THE NUMBERS THAT I HAVE HERE. 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5588 UNCLAS 
IN ADDITION, THERE WERE 395 U.S. FROM TAN SON NHUT, 978 FROM,' 

~THE EMBASSY; A TOTAL OF 1,373. THIRD COUNTRY NATIONALS 'ARE 
ESTIMATED AT 85 FOR A GRANO TOTAL OF 7,~53 PLUS THE SECURITY 
FORCE THAT AMOUNTED TO 995. SO THAT NEARLY 8,000 PEOPLE WERE' 
LIFTED OUT IN THIS EXERCISE. 

Q: To.T AL OF 1,300 AMER I CANS? 
A: 1,373. 
Q: MR. SECRETARY, HAVE YOU MADE ANY INITIAL SURVEY ABOUT HOW 

MUCH MILITARY EQUIPMENT HAS NOT FALLEN INTO NORTH VIETNAMESE 
HANDS? THE SECOND PART OF THE QUESTION, WILL YOU BE ABLE TO 
GET THOSE AIRPLANES WHICH WERE FLOWN TO THAILAND? 

A: THE UNITED STATES RETAINS TITLE TO ALL AIRCRAFT THAT 
HAVE BEEN GIVEN UNDER ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. IT RETAINS ULTIMATE 
TITLE SO I WOULD NOT THINK THAT WE WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY IN 
REASSERTING TI TLE TO THOSE AIRCRAFT. THE QUESTION OF THE ",', . 
AMOUNT OF EQUIPMENT THAT HAS FALLEN TO THE VIETNAMESE, THE ESTI­
MATES RUN tN EXCESS OF $5 BILLION WORTH OF EQUIPMENT. WE HAVE 
NOT GOTTEN A PRECISE BREAKDOWN BUT WE SHAll MAKE THOSE FIGURES 
AVAILABLE WHEN WE HAVE THEM. I SHOULD EMPHASIZE THAT MUCH OF 
THIS EQUIPMENT WILL BE UNUSABLE FOR THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 
BT 
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MUCH OF IT HAS BEEN DEADLINED PREVfOUSLY. THERE WILL BE NO 
AVAILABILITY OF SPARE PARTS AND THE lIKE. 

iit 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, ISIT TRUE, AS REPORTED IN THE WASHINGTON 
POST, T~AT A MESSAGE 010 GO'TO AMBAS~ADORMARTIN SAVING THAT THE 

~ EVACUATlbN SHOULD BE SP~EDED AND THE 19 HELICOPTERS WOULD BE 
THE LAST FLIGHT? 

A: AS I INDICATED EARLIER, ATTEMPTS WERE INDDED MADE TO 
~ EXPEDITE THE EVACUATiON FROM THE EMBASSY. 

~' ' 

Q: SO YOU \.JERE UNHAPPY ABOUT THIS? 
A: I WOULD NOT USE THAT PHRASE. I ~HINK THAT WE WOULD, 

NATURALLY PREFER AS EXPEDITIOUS AN EVACUATION AS POSSIBLE 
Q: HAD' YOU NOT ANTICPATED THAT 1,000 OR MORE VIETNAMESE 

WERE TO BE EVACUATED FROM THE EMBASSY? WAS THAT THE MAIN 
PROBLEM? 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS, 

A: WE DID NOT HAVE A FIX ON THE PRECISE NUMBER THAT WOULD 
~, BE EVACUATED PREVIOUSLY. WE HA~ TRUSTED THAT THE EVACUATION 
~ WOULD INCLUDE'-- OF VIETNAMESE WOULD COME FROM TAN SON NHUT 

BY FIXED WING AIRCRAFT. 
~ Q: MR. SECRETARY, IN THE EQU1PMENT LEFT BEHIND. WAS THERE 
~ ANYTHING THAT MIGHT BE OF VALUE, SAY, TO THE SOVIET UNION, 
~. EQUI PMENT THEY WOULD NOT HAVE INFORMATION ON? ' 

A: NO, SIR. I BELIEVE THAT THERE ARE NO HIGH TECHNOLOGY 
ITEMS THAT WERE LEFT BEHIND THAT WOULD BRING BOUT ANY ADVANCE 
IN THEIR STATE OF KNOWLEDGE~-

Q: YOU SAID THAT YOU HAD THOUGHT THAT THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
WOULD COME FROM TAN SON NHUT·IN FIXED WING AIRCRAFT. DOES THAT 
MEAN IHAT YOU HAD NOT CONTEMPLATED THAT ANY SIGNIFICANT NUMBER'S 

.. OF .S,U~TH~ VIETNAMESE WOULD BE EVACUATED BY HELICOPTER? 
'A: ORIGINALLY, WE HAD EXPECTED TO BE ABLE TO EVACUATE ALL 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE FROM TAN SONNHUT BY FIXED WING WITH THE 
~ EXCEPTION OF A RELATIVELY LIMITED NUMBER OF HIGH RISK PEOPLE. 

Q: SO WAS AMBASSADOR MARTIN ACTING BEYOND VOUR EXPECTATIONS 

", , 

WHEN HE WAS LOADING SOUTH VfETNAMESE FROM THE EM6ASSY? \ 
A: NO, I WOULD NOT SAY THAT. WE HAD NOT ANTICIPATED THAT 

PAGE ~ RUEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS \ 
BUT CIRCUMSTANCES CHANGED ~ATHER RAPIDLY ON THEZ8TH. WHAT' 
WE HAD EXPECTED AT THE START OF THE DAY WAS TO CONTINUE THE 
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FIXED W1NGEVACUATION FROM TAN SON NHUT. WHEN IT BECAME EVIDENT 
T~AT TAN SON NHUT WAS NO LONGER AVAILABLE, THE DECISION WAS 
MADE TO PROCEED WITH THE EVACUATION OF THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAD BEEN 
PUT ~OGETHER IN MIXED GROUPS FOR EVACUATION FROM TAN SON NHUT 
AND IN ADDITION, THOSE WHO WERE AT THE EMBASSY. THE REASON FOR 
THIS WAS A PRAGMATIC REASON, THAT PROCEEDING WITH THE EVACUATION 
IN THAT MANNER WAS NOT ONLY ADVANTAGEOt'S ON GROUNDS OF HUMAN­
ITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO THE SOUTH VIeTNAMESE WHO FELD UNDER THREAT, 
BUT IN ADDITION PROVIDED US. WE THGUGHT. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
WITH THE MOST EFFECTIVE MEASURES FOR EXTRACTING JHE AMERICANS. 

Q: NOW THAT THE WAR IN INDOCHINA IS OVER, DO WE PLAN TO 
REMOVE OUR AIRCRAFT FROM THAILAND? 

A: THE ULTIMATE DISPOSTION OF OUR FORCES IN THAILAND WILL 
COME FROM CONSULTATIONS WITH THE THAIS. AS YOU KNOW, I BELIEVE 
I INDICATED A' YEAR AGO~E PLANNED TO FURTHER DRAWDOWN IN 
THAILANQ, AND WE WILL BE MAKING REDUCT'IONS IN OUR FORCES IN 
THAILAND. THE PRECISE TLMING, THE PRECISE MAGNITUDE, REMAINS 
TO BE DETERMINED. I 

pAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS 
Q: MR. SECRETARY, DURING THE PAST YEAR, ON SEVERAL OC­

CASIONS, YOU SAID THAT, THE AMERICAN PEOPLE WOULD NOT TOLER-
ATE A MASSIVE NORTH VIETNAMESE INVASION ACROSS THE BORDER IN 
EVENT THEY DID. WERE YOU SIMPLY WRONG OR DO YOU THINK SOMETHING . 
IN THE AMERICAN ATTITUDE CHANGED THAT YOU DID NOT DETECT? 

A: I BELIEVE THAT WHAT I HAD STATED EARLIER WAS THAT THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE SHOULD NOT DISCOUNT THE EXERCISE OF AMERICAN 
MiLITARY POWER. I INDICATED THAT AMERICAN PUBLIC OPINION WAS 
INDEED VOLATILE AND THAT UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES THE REACTIONS 
OF THE PUBLIC MIGHT BE STARKLY UNFAVORABLE FROM THE STANDPOINT 
OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. PUBLIC OPINION WAS NOT THAT VOLATILE. 

Q: HAVE THE NUMBER OF THE VIETNAMESE REFUGEES ON THE SHIPS 
THAT ARE SAILING AWAY FROM VIETNAM INCREASED FROM YESTERDAY 
SUBSTANTI ALLY? 

A: I DON'T HAVE PRECISE INFORMATION ON THAT. I 00 NOT BE-' 
LIEVE THAT THERE HAS BEEN A VERY SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN THE 
NUMBERS THAT HAVE BEEN TAKEN OUT. , 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, IF THIS OPERATION WAS EXTENDED AND EX­
PANDED IN SCOPE -- THE HELICOPTER OPERATION -- IN ORDER TO. 

~ TAkE OUT So.UTH VIETNAMESE, WHAT WAS THE CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY t . PAGE '5 ~UEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS 
TO.-SQ- USE OUR ARMED FORCES? 

~: THE CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY TO. USE OUR ARMED FORCES? THE 
PRESIDENT HAS, AS YOU KNOW, 'THE INHERENT OBLIGATION UNDER THE 
CONSTITUTIo.N TO PROTECT AMERICANS. THERE ARE THREE REASONS: 
PRAGMATIC, MORAL AND LEGAL. ,THE PRAGMATIC REASON I HAVE ALREADY' 
INDICATED. AT TAN SON NHUT WHERE THE~ULK OF THE VIETNAMESE 
WERELOCATED, THEY HAO BEEN ASSEMBLED IN MIXED GROUPS FOR FLIGHTS 
OUT ON C~130S. IT WAS THE JUDGMENT OF THOSE ON THE SCENE TO 
ATTEMPT TO. SEPARATE THOSE 'GROUPS AT T4AT STAGE MIGHT HAVE PRO­
VOKED PANIC; MIGHT HAVE EXTENDED INTO SAIGON ITSELF AND THAT 
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-IT MIGHT HAVE DELAYED THE WITHDRAWAL OPERATION. THE WITHDRAWAL 
FROM TAN SON NHUT, AS YOU KNOW, PROCEEDED QUITE EXPEDITIOUSLY, 
SO THAT THERE WAS A PRAGMATIC REASON GIVEN THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES •. 
IN ADDITION, AS I BELIEVE, THE PRESIDENT'S PRESS SECRETARY,HAS 
INDICATED, THERE WERE STRONG. MORAL REASONS WHICH THE PRESIDENT· 
HAS STRESSED, THAT WE SHOULD FULFILL OUR OBLIGATIONS TO THESE 
PEOPLE BY PROVIDING THEM WITH THE OPPO~TUNITY TO BE EVACUATED.·· 

FINALLY, AS YOU KNOW, JHE PRESIDENT HAD REQUESTED SPECIFIC 
AUTHORITY IN THIS REGARD FROM THE CONGRESS AND BOTH HOUSES HAD 
PASSED LEGISLATION PROVIDING THEM WITH THAT AUTHORITY. THAT WAS 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5589 UNCLAS _ 
AN EXPRESSION OF CONGRESSIONAL INTENT. THAT LEGISLATION HAD NOT 
BECOME FINAL BUT IT WAS INDEED BOTH LEGISLATIVE HISTORY AND AN 
EXPRESSION OF CONGRESSIONAL INTENT. 

Q: AS A PRACTICAL MATTER, THIS NEANT THAT THE OPTION IV, 
THE HELICOPTER EXTRACTION AS CARRIED OUT, WAS SUBSTANTIALLY 
DIFFERE~T FROM THE ONE THAT HAD BEEN PLANNED. IS THAT CORRECT? 

~ A: I WOULD SAY THAT lHERE WERE MORE PEOPLE LIFTED OUT THAN 
~ HAD BEEN ANTICIPATED. 
~. 0: HOW MANY WERE ANTICIPATED, SIR? YOU MUST HAVE HAD A 
~ PLAN ON THAT.-

... I ... . 

f~ 

~ I 

~ , .. 

A: WELL, ONCE AGAIN. WE HAD ANTICIPATED THAT WE WOULD LIFT 
OUT BY FIXED WING MOST OF THE VIETNAMESE AND MOST OF THE 
AMERICANS THAT WERE LOCATED AT TAN- SON NHUT SO THAT WE WOULD 
HAVE BEEN DOWN TO A MUCH SMALLER GROUP AT THE EMBASSY. AS IT 
TURNED OUT, TAN SON NHUT WAS CLOSED AND IT BECAME NECESSARY . 
IN THE JUDGMENT OF ALL CONCERNED TO LIFT OUT ALL DF THE PEOPLE 
WHO HAD BEEN IN THE SCHEDULED LIFT AS WELL .AS THE VIETN~MESE 
WHO HAD BEEN ASSEMBLED AT THE EMBASSY. 

0: THOSE PEOPLE WHO WERE IN CHARGE OF THIS LIFTI MR. SECRE­
TARY, INCLUDING YOURSELF AND YOUR PRINCIPAL MILITARY ADVISORS, 
BT 
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THINK THAT IT SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN UNDERWAY SOONER EITHER ON THE 
DAY IN QUESTION OR IN TERMS OF SEVERAL DAYS? 

A: I THINK THAT AT THE TIME THERE WAS NO QUESTION THAT THERE 
WAS UNIVERSAL AGREEMENT ABOUT THE PROC~DURES THAT WERE ADOPTED 
AT THE TIME OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING WHICH WAS 
TO ATTEMPT TO EVACUATE ALL FROM TAN SON NHUT BY FIXED WING AIR­
CRAFT AND THAT WAS REGARDED AS THE WISEST COURSE OF ACTION TO 
BE PURSUED. THE CHANGE IN PLANS THAT RESULTED FROM THE CLOSURE 
OF TAN SON NHUT WERE AGREED TO ONCE AGAIN BY ALL PARTIES. AS TO 
THE PRECISE PACING'OF' THE EVACUA'nON .OVER A PERIOD OF SOME WEEKS, 
THERE KERE DIFFERENCES OF OPINION BUT I DON'T SEE ANY PURPOSE 
IN GOING INTO THEM NOW. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, I WAS WONDERING, BASED ON A REPORT FROM 
TIME MAGAZINE THIS WEEK, WHETHER IN FACT THERE WAS A PLAN IN 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5590 UNCLAS 
AUGUST 1973 TO BOMB KHE SANH, THE NORTH VIETNAMESE SUPPLY DEPOT 
THERE AND THE SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILES THAT HAD BEEN PUT IN 
THERE? WAS THERE, INDEED, SUCH A PLAN AND WAS, IT C~LLED OFF 
BECAUSE OF THE WATERG~TE CONSEQUENCES? 

A: THE ARTICLE IN TIME THAT YOU REFER TO I THINK STATED 
APRIL OF 1973~ RATHER THAN AUGUST OF 1973. IN AUGUST 1973, 
THE LEGISLATION THAT WAS PASSED WITH THE CONTINUING ~ESOLUTION 
AUTHORITY PRECLUDED, I BELIEVE, ANY SUCH CONTEMPLATED ACTION. 
IN APRIL 1973 I DO NOT KNOW WHETHER OR NOT THERE WAS A PLAN TO 
PROCEED WITHOUT BOMBING. I KNOW THAT THERE WAS GREAT CONCERN 
ABOUT THE BUILDUP OF SAM CAP~BILITIES BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 
IN TOTAL VIOLATION OF THE AGREEMENT. THEY HAD BEGUN TO CHEAT, 
NOT-,IN SMALL WAYS, BUT BY INTRODUCING INTO SOUTH VIETNAM AN' 
EN11~ELY NEW CLASS OF MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND, OF COURSE, THE 
AGR~EMENT CONTE~PLATEO ONLY ONE-FOR-QNE REPLACEMENT. THAT ~AS 
A MATTER OF CONCERN, WHETHER IT WENT AS FAR AS A DECISION TO 
PROC EED, WHICH WAS SUBSEQUENTLY CANCELLED, FOR WHATEVER EASON, 
WAT~RGATE OR OTHERS I DO NO~ KNOW. BUT THERE WAS DEEP CONCERN 
AT THAT TIME ABOUT THE GROSS VIOLATIONS THAT HAD'COME INTd BEING 
AROUND ,KHE SANH. 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5590 UNCLAS \. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, LOOKING AHEAD A MOMENT, VIETNAM ASSUMING 
ITIS A LEGAL UNIFICATION OR NOT, HAS EMERGED AS A MAJOR MILITARY 
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POWER IN INDOCHINA OR WHAT IS LEFT OF INDOCHINA; COULD YOU GIVE 
US YOUR VIEWS AS TO WHAT YOU SEE IN TERMS OF THE THREAT THAT'S 
POSED TO SURROUNDING STATES IN INDOCHINA? 

A: AS YOU KNOW, THE CAMBODIANS HAVE DECLARED THEIR NEUTkALITV 
SINCE THERE HAS BEEN A TAKEOVER BY TH COMMUNIST INSURGENTS. THAT 
NEUTRALITY MAY WELL BE RESPECTED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMES. IN 
LAOS, THERE IS A SETTLEMENT, AND OWCE AGAIN ONE MAY HOPE THAT 
THAT SETTLEMENT MAY BE RESPECTED Y THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. IT 
WILL BE AN ADDITIONAL TEST OF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE FORBEARANCE. 
ONE CANNOT TELL WITH PRECISION WHAT THE OUTCOME WILL BE, AND 
THAT IS A MATTER THAT WILL REFLECT TWF PRIORITIES OF THE POLITBURO 
IN HANOI; THEIR ASSESSMENT OF THEIR INTERNAL NEEDS AS OPPOSED TO 
THEIR EXTERNAL OAJECTIVES. WHATEVER THEY MAY BE. ELSEWHERE, 
ALONG THEIR FRONTIERS, I WOULD NOT EXPECT THEM TO INDULGE IN 
HOSTILE ACTION. 

Q: THAILAND? 
A: T~AT, OF COURSE, IS NOT ALONG THEIR FRONTIER. ONCE AGAIN 

THAT WOULD REFLECT THE BALANCE IN THE POLITBURO IN HANOI BE~ 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5590 UNCLAS 
TWEEN INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL OBJECTIVES. 

~ 0: MR. SECRETARY, YOU SAID MOST OF THE· EQUIPMENT IS UNUSABLE 
~. THAT WAS LEFT THERE. . . 
~ A: NO, SIR, I HOPE I SAID SOME SUBSTANTIAL PORTION OF IT, 

.oil 

BUT I WOULDN'T. •• • 
Q: WHY IS IT UNUSABLE, IS IT BECAUSE OF THE LACK OF SPARE 

PARTS OR IS IT SIMPLY BECAUSE IT WAS WORN OUT? 
A: UNDOUBTEDLY, THERE IS SOME IN THE LATTER CATEGORY, BUT 

MUCH OF THAT EOUIPMENT HAD BEEN LAID UP BECAUSE OF THE ABSENCE 
OF SPARE PARTS. PROBABLY ADDITIONAL DAMAGE HAS BEEN DONE; 
THERE HAS BEEN ADDITIONAL WEAR AND TEAR. SO THAT SOME SIGNIFICANT 
FRACTION OF THE DOLLAR VALUE OF TiiE ORIG{NAL DOLLAR COST OF THAT 
EQUIPMENT WOULD REPRESENT ESSENTIALLY UNUSUARLE ITEMS. 

Q: IS THERE ANY ROUGH ESTIMATE AS TO HOW MUCH IS USABLE? 
A: I TH I NK WE CAN SUP PL Y SUCH AN ESTIMATE TO YOU. A SUB­

STANTIAL FRACTION OF THE EQUIPMENT HAD BEEN LAID UP PRIOR TO 
THE COLLAPSE AT BAN ME THOUT IN THE MIDDLE OF MARCH, AND I 
WOULD THINK THAT THAT EQUIPMENT WOULD BE UNUSABLE. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, DO YOU THINK THAT THE FINAL DENOUEMENT 
IN VIETNAM HAS CAUSED ANY HARDENING OF VIEWS WITHIN THE ADMIN­
PAGE ~5 RUEKJCS 5590 UNCLAS 
IST~AJIO~ OR HARDENING OF SUSPICIOUNS ABOUT DETENTE WITH THE-
SOV{E'T UNION AND CHINA? . 

A: I'M NOT SURE THAT I WOULD USE A PHRASE LIKE 'HARDENING.' 
UNDOUBTEDLY AN EVENT OF THIS SORT DO~S CAUSE A PROPENSITY TO 
REASSESS POLICY. THE PRESIDENT STATED IN HIS M~SSAGE TO THE 
CONGRESS THAT DETENTE IS NOT A LICENSE TO FISH IN TROUBLEQ 
WATERS. I THINK THAT WE PROBABLY CAN CONCLUDE THAT DETENTE 
HAS BEEN FARE '''ORE StJCCESSFUL IN TERMS OF THE DIRECT RELATION­
SHIPS BETWEEN THE CENTRAL POWERS THAN IT HAS BEEN IN PROVIDING 
REGIONAL STABILITY ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD EITHER SOUTHEAST ASIA 
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0: IS IT POSSIBLE THAT WE WIll BE SENDING ANY FURTHER SHIPS 
BACK NEAR THE, COAST OF SOUTH VIETNAM TQ PICK UP ADDITIONAL 
REFUGEES? 

A: I' DON'T WANT TO RULE THAT OUT ENTIRELY, BUT THERE IS NO 
SUCH PLAN AT THIS TIME. 

Q: I'M NOT CLEAR, MR. SECRETARY. ARE ALL THE SHIPS WITH­
DRAWING OR ARE SOME STILL OUTSIDE THE 12-MIlE ZONE. 

A: I WOULD HAVE TO GIVE YOU A PRECISE UPDATE AT THE PRESENT 
TIME. MOST OF THE SHIPS ARE WITHDRAWING; THERE MAY BE SOME 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5590 UNCLAS 
THAT ARE STAYING WELL OUTSIDE THE 12-NILE LIMIT. THAT WOULD 
BE A MATTER OF HOURS OR PERHAPS DAYS. 

0: lN EFFECT, YOU'RE OBEYING THE NORTH VIETNAMESE ORDERS 
TO CEASE FORCEABLE REMOVAL? 

A: I THINK THAT THOSE DEMANDS CHARA£TERISTICALl~ FOLLOW AN 
ACTION, '-RATHER THAN PROCEED THEM. 

Q: NOW THAT WE'RE Ollr OF SOUTH VIETNAM, WHAT WOULD YOU, LIST, 
AS THE AREAS IN WHICH WE HAVE AN IMPORTANT NATIONAL SECURITY 
INTEREST? , 

A: WELL, I THINK THAT THE FOR~ARD DEFENSE AREAS MUST CON­
TINUE TO BE wESTERN EU~OPE AND XOREA, AND INDIRECTLY JAPAN. 
IN ADDITION, OF COURSE WE HAVE COMMITMENTS WHICH I WOULD NOT 
EXPECT TO BE CHALLENGED, TO THE PHILIPPINES. WE HAVE OTHER 
MAJOR INTERESTS IN THE STABILITY OF THE MIDDLE EAST. WE HAVE 
OUR TREATY OaLIGATION WITH AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND, WHICH 
CONTINUES, OF COURSE, IN FORCE. I'M JUST TRYING io TICK OFF 
THE MAJOR ITEMS. I DO NOT EXPECT TO SAY ANY CHALLENGE 
IN THE PART OF THE WORLD, HOWEVER. 

0: NOT EVEN FROM THE PHIlIPPINES~ MR. SECRETARY? 
A: I WAS REFERRING TO AUSTRALIA, NEW ZEALAND. 
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I WOULD NOT EXPECT A MILITARY CHALLEN5E TO THE PHILIPPINES, 
THERE WOULD BE NO SIGN OF THAT. 

Q: WHAT ABOUT KOREAi . . 
A: KOREA AS I INDICATED IS A FORWARD DEFENSE AREA. WE ARE 

BOUND TO THEM BY THE MUTUAL DEFENSE TREATY AND U.S. FORCES 
ARE DEPLOYED THERE. I WOULD NOT ANTICPATE THAT ANYONE WOULD 
CHALLENGE THAT U.S. PRESENCE OR CONMITMENT. 

0: WAS THERE ANY UNDERSTANDING TACIT OR OTHERWISE WITH 
THE COMMUNIST FORCES BEFORE THE EVACUATION? IT APPEARS THAT 
THEY DIDN'T TRY AWFULLY HARD TO TRX TO STOP IT WITH DIRE. 

A: I'M NOT SURE WHETHER ONE SHDULD CHARACTERIZE THAT AS A 
TACIT UNDERSTANDING. UNDOUBTEDLY, THEY DID NOT BRING TO BEAR 
THE. FULL WEIGHT OF THEIR MILITARY POWER. UNDOUBTEDLY THAT 
REFLECTED A MIXTURE OF SELF RESTRAINT. DIPLOMACY AND THE 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5591 UNCLAS 
PRUDENCE IN HANDLING MILITARY UNITS THAT HAS CHARACTERIZED 
NORTH VIETNAMESE OPERATIONS FOR MANY YEARS • 

. Q: WHAT JUSTIFICATION REMAINS FOR KEEPING U.S. FORCES IN 
THAILAND SINCE YOU SAID IN YOUR POSTURE STATEMENT THAT THEY -
WERE THERE FOR ONLY A HEDGE AGAINST A NORTH VIETNAMESE MAJOR 
OFFENSIVE AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAM? SINCE THAT HAS ALREADY PASSED, 
WHY WOULD YOU ~EEP ANY FORCES IN THAILAND? " 

A: I THINK THAT IS A QUESTION THAT WE WILL HAVE TO DISCUSS 
AT SOME LENGTH. OBTAINING THAI PERCEPTIONS ON THAT PROBLEM. 
A PRIOR REASON FOR THEIR RETENTION IN THAT MAGNITUDE WERE AS 
YOU STATED, BUT THE U.S. HAS LONG CONTEMPLATED, EVEN AFTER 

~ THE CLOSURE ONE WAY OR ANOTHER OF THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN WAR, 
~., THE.pcrSSlBILITY OF A RESIDUAL FORCE REMAINING IN THAILAND. 

WE ·C.o~TINUETO BE MEMBERS OF THE SEATO ORGANIZATION WITH 
THE'THAIS. 

Q, DO YOU CONSIDER THAT AN OBLIGATION TO DEFEND THAILAND IN 
CASE SHE IS 'ATTACKED EXTERNALLY? 

A: I WOULD HAVE TO CDNSULJ WITH MY LAWYERS. I THINK THAT 
THERf IS AN OBLIGATION OF A MORAL NATURE UNDER THOSE CIRCUM­
STANCES. 
PAGE 3 RUEKJCS 5591 UNCLAS 

0: COULD YOU ADDRESS THE STATUS OF FORMOSA? 
A: I THINK ONCE AGAIN THAT FORMOSA IS PART OF THE ISLAND 

. I' 

DECLASSIFIED 



" 

"III . 

... 

DECLASSIFIED 

CHAIN OFF THE COAST OF ASIA THAT IS DEFENSIBLE. WE HAVE TREATY 
OBLIC,ATIONS WITH TAIWAN AND AS LONG AS THOSE TREATIES CONTINUE 
TO GUIDE THE COUNTRY AND ARE THE HIGHEST LAW OF THE LAND, . 
FORMOSA TOO WLLL RE PROTECTED. 

Q: FOR YEARS THE STATIONING OF U.s. TROOPS IN KOREA HAS 
BEEN BASED UPON THE COMPLETION OF A FIVE-YEAR MODERNIZATION. 
PROGRAM WHICH STARTED MORE THAN FIVE YEARS AGO. 

A : I TIS AS YET NOT COM P LET ED. 
Q: WHAT I'M ASKING IS THE BASIS OF OUR POLICY THAT WE 

WILL WITHDRAW OUR TROOPS WHEN THAT IS COMPLETED,AT THE END 
OF THE FIVE-YEAR PERIOD OR 00 WE NOW HAVE A MUCH MORE OPEN~ 
ENDED COMMITMENT TO KEEP THE TROOPS IN KOREA? 

A: I I M NOT SURE THAT ONCE AGAI N THAT I WOULD EMPLOY YOUR 
PHRASEOLOGY OF ABOUT A MUCH MORE OPEN-MINDED COMMITMENT. IN 
THE FIRST PLACE THE TYING OF THE U.s. PRESENCE TO THE COM­
PLETIoN~OF THE PLAN WAS A DECISION THAT WAS TAKEN BY THE PRIOR 
ADMINISTRATION AND IT WAS ANNOUNCED AT THAT TIME. WE HAVE A 
NEW PRESIDENT.,WE HAVE A PRESIDENTIAL POLICY AND WHETHER OR NOT 
PAGE 4 RUEKJCS 5591 UNCLAS 
THERE IS ANY SUCH TIE BETWEEN A HYPOTHETItAL COMPLETION OF THAT 
FIVE-YEAR PLAN AND THE REDUCTION OF AMERICAN FORCES, SOMETHING 
THAT WOULD HAVE TO BE EXAMINED- IT IS CLEAR, I THINK, THAT A 
CONSEQUENCE OF THE EVENTS IN SOUTHE~ST ASIA HAS BEEN TO SHAKE THE 
CONFIDENCE OF MANY COUNTRIES IN AMERICAN POWER AND PARTICULARLY' 
IN AMERICAN STEADFASTNESS. UNDER THESE CONDITIONS, IT IS PAR­
TICULARLY INOPPORTUNE TO CONTEMPLATE MAJOR CHANGES IN THE U.s. 
POSTURE ABROAD THAT WOULD APPLY TO KOREA. AND, OF COURSE, WHEN 
THE PRESIDENT wAS IN KOREA, HE INDICATED HIS INTENTION TO RETAIN 
THOSE FORCES THERE FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. 

Q: WE'VE BEEN HEARING AND SEEING THAT THERE'S A LOT OF UN­
HAPPINESS WITH THE PEOPLE AROUND THE BASES WHERE THE VIETNAMESE 
ARE COMING IN. ARE YOU RECEIVING ANY FEEDBACK FROM FORT SMITH, 
ARKANSAS; FORT WALTON BEACH, AND SO ON, FROM PEOPLE WHO ARE 
UNHAPPY ABOUT THESE REFUGEE CAMPS? 

A: I THINK THAT YOU WILL HAVE MIXED REACTIONS GND~R SUCH 
CIRCUMSTANCES. PARTICULARLY IN THE LOCALITY. I THINK THAT MOST 
OF THOSE IN THE LOCALITY WILL RECOGNIZE THAT THE NECESSITY FOR 
THE UNITED STATES TAKING ACTION AND THAT I WOULD EXPECT THAT 
ANY,REGRETS OR STRoN~ FEELINGS THAT ARE EXPRESS~D WILL BE ' 
PAG.~ .; 5 jWE K JCS 5591 UNCLAS 
TE~P.oRARY. WE TRUST THAT THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN EVACUATED 
FROM VIETNAM WILL RAPIDLY BE FITTED INTO A PLACE IN THE AMER­
ICAN SOCIETY. FUR THOSE THAT COME HE~E TO THE CONTINENTAL 
UNITED STATES, WE ARE HOPEFUL, CONTINUE TO BE HOPEFUL, THAT 
OTHER NATIONS THAT HAVE EXP~ESSED INTEREST IN THEIR,OWN HVMAN­
ITARIAN OBLIGATIONS, WILL BE PREPARED TO PROVIDE A SAFE HAVEN 
FOR THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN FORCED OUT OF VIETNAM. 

Q: MR. SECRETARY, DO YOU THINK THAT THE FALL OF SOUTH \ 
VIETNAM WAS PRIMARILY DUE TO LACK OF MILITARY Alb AND SUPPORT 
FROM THE UNITED STATES OR DO YOU THINK THAT THERE WERE OTHER 
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,IMP6~TANT INTERNAL FACTORS THAT WERE MERE THAT LED TO THE 
DECAY AND COLLAPSE OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY? 

A: I THINK THAT IT WAS BOTH AND IN HISTORY IT WILL BE HARD' 
TO SEPARATE OUT THE VARIOUS CONSIDERATIONS THAT WERE AT WO~K.·, 
UNDOUBTEDLY, THE AID QUESTION MADE A VERY SUBSTANTIAL CONTRIBU­
TION IN THE IMMEDIACY OF THE COLLAPSE, AND INDIRECTLY, IT MADE 
A CONTRIBUTION IN THAT FOR A PERIOD OF A YEAR THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE HAVE KEEN FORCED TO SUBSTITUTE, HIGHER CASUALTIES 
AS A RESULT IN THE OEGLINE IN FI~EPOWER. THOSE HIGHER 
CASUALTIES KILLED IN ACTION, RUNNI~G IN EXCESS OF 30,000 
PAGE 6 RUEKJCS 5591 UNCLAS . 
A YEAR RESULTED IN A DISPROPORTIUNATELY LARGE NUMBER OF JUNIOR 
OFFICERS, SENIOR NON-COMS BEING KILLED~ NOW UNDOUBTEDLY THE 
LOSS OF THOSE JUNIOR OFFICERS, SENIOR NON-COMS AFFECTED THE 
LEADERSHIP PROBLEM. ON THE OTHER HAND, AS YOUR QUESTION ODES 
SUGGEST, THERE HAS BEEN A MASSIVE COLLAPSE HE E, THAT IT MIGHT 
HAVE OC~URRED, MIGHT HAVE OCCURRED AT SOME TIME IRRESPECTIVE 
OF A GREATER GENEROSITY IN THE AID APPROPRIATIONS. 

Q: IN LIGHT OF VIETNAM AND CANAODIA, DO YOU FORESEE ANY 
CHANGE OF THE AMERICAN MI~ITARY PUST RE IN ASIA RATHER THAN 
STATED IN YOUR DEFENSE PAPER? IS THERE ANY CHANGE CONTEMPLATED? 

A" WE ARE NOT PLANNING TO CHANGE AT THIS TIME; AT LEAST 
THAT ODES NOT MEAN THAT THERE ISA Y PLANNED CHANGE IN THE 
FUTURE, BUT WE ARE;NT PLANNING AT THIS TIME ANY CHANGES IN 
THE PURPOSES FOR WHICH WE DEPLOY NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 

Q: SOME TIME AGO, ABOUT A YEAR AGO, ON THIS KOREA POSITION 
YOU TALKED ABOUT USING THEM AS A MOBILE FORCE FOR USE IN THE 
PACIFIC AREA.HAS THAT CONCEPT NOW BEEN REJECTED? 

A: NO, IT HAS NOT BEEN REJECTED AND WE HAVE MOVED IN THE 
DIRECTION OF CREATING A GREATER DEGREE OF MOBILITY IN THAT 
FORCE. 
BJ 
#5591 
NNNN 
IN 01009/121175 lACK 

'., ~. 

~, .. 
( 

.'. 

I;. 

DECLASSIFIED 

J 

.,:) 
, 

I ,,) 

,.-"',," 

' . ...J 

') .,., 

i '~ 

i 

"'<"\ '-.j 

I :J 

() 

f , ... / 

( ) 

() 

fj 

0'; .. ./ 

0.) 

Q) 

Q) 

I 

0) 

a} 

OJ 

0: . , 



""'" .. 

.01 

.01 

..... 

DECLASSIFIED 

. '. ' 

. iii ~ 

PATUZYUW RUEKJCS5592 1212202-UUUU--RUEOFIA. 
. lNf{ UUUUU 

RUCLBFA T CDR 1ST CAVALRY DIV FORT HOOD TX 
RUCLBFA T CDR 2ND ARMORED DIV FORT HOpO TX 
RUCLBFA T CDR III CORPS FORT HOOD TX. 
P 012153Z MAY 75 ZNZl 
FM SECDEF WASH DC 
TO AIG 8799 
AIG 8798 
BT 
UNCLAS 9053 
SECTION 5 OF 5 

.. ' 

Q: MR. SECRETARY~ YOU'RE NOT AS POSItIVE AS nMBASSADOR 
MARTIN WHO IS AS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT IF WE HAD KEPT OUR· 
COMMITMENT, SAIGON WOULD NOT HAVE FALLEN; YOU'RE NOT QUITE 
SURE OF THAT? 

A: I THINK IT IS VERY HARD TO DISENTANGLE THESE HISTORICAL 
EVENTS. I THINK THAT AMBASSADOR MARTIN MAY 8E REFERRING TO 
MORE T~AN THE MATERIAL ASSISTANCE. I THINK THAT AMBASSADOR 
MARTIN MAY BE REFERRING TO MORAL ASS.ISTANCE OF A GREATER 
DEGREE THAN WE DID PROVIDE; THE FEELING THAT THE UNITED STATES 
WAS INDEED BEHIND THEM; AND IN ADDITION WAS REFERRING TO 
THE INDICATIONS THAT HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN GIVEN, THAT U.S. 
MILITARY POWER WOULD BE REINTRODUCED. IN THE EVENT OF A 
AREAKDOWN OF THE PARIS ACCORDS. UNDGUBTEDLY, IF THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE HAD PERCEIVED THAT T4AT WAS A LIVELY POSSIBILITY, 
PAGE 2 RUEKJCS 5592 UNCLAS 
THEY WOULD NOT HAVE ACTED AS THEY DID • 

DURING THE MONTH OFJANUARY,THEY BEGAN TO TEST AND THIS 
WAS, OF COURSE, AS MUCH AS 18 MONTHS AFTER THE LEGISLATION 
THAT PRECLUDED ADDITIONAL U.S. MILITARY ACTIVITY IN SOUTHEAST 
ASIA WITHOUT GOING BACK TO CONGRESS, THAT THEY TESTED THAT 
RESOLVE IN THE ATTACK ON PHUOC LONG, THE REACTION OF THE 
UNITED STATES WAS TO·REQUEST THE $300 MILLION THAT HAD PRE­
VIOUSLY BEEN AUTHORIZED, BUT FOR WHICH THERE WAS NO APPRO­
PRIATION. IT WAS NOT AS STRONG A REACTION AS THEY MIGHT HAVE 
FEARED AND THEY WERE GRADUALLY EMBOLDENED TO THE 'POINT THAT 
THEY BEGAN TO THRUST A DIVISION AFTtR DIVISION INTO SOUTH 
VIETNAM. IF THE NORTH VIETNAMESE HAD PERCEIVED THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WAS ONCE AGAIN PREPARED TO TAKE MILITARY ACTION, I 
THINK THAT THE PARIS ACCORDS WOULD HAVE STOOD UP. 

Q; WAS THERE EVER ANY PREPARATION ON THE PART OF THE ADMIN~ 
ISTRATI~N OR THE CONGRESS TO TAKE SUCH ACTION? 

:';'A: I THINK THAT PRESIDENT FORD HAS SPOKEN ON THAT ISSUE 
INSOFAR AS THE.PERIOD FOR WHICH HE HAS BEEN PRESIDENT. 1 THINK 
THAT IT WAS THE INTENTION OF PRESIDENT NIXON IN THE SUMMER OF 
'73 AND AT THE TIME OF THE ACCORDS, TO BE PREPARED TO TAKE 
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MIll TAR Y AC TI ON. 
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