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18 August 1977
Dear Mr. Gordons

Please forgive the informality of this but I wanted to get it out before
I go into the hospital. next week and didn't want to put it through the
paperwork mill — you might never get 1it.

I am including several things. First, the pictures. Obviously, there are
many more than you ever wanted or perhaps need but I thought just browsing
through them may give you a better flavor of the life in a refugee camp.

The article, "Public Affairs Aspects of Refugee Evacuation Operations at
MCAS, EL Toro" was published in the Military Media Review. It is a quarterly
magazine produced by the Defense Information School, Ft. Benjamin Harrison,
and distributed to all PAO shops in all of the services. That issue also
contained articles about the other refugee operations, particularly the
public affairs aspects. There is one about the Camp Pendleton operation

in that issue.

I told you when you were here that we used to give a slide presentation to
almost everyone who drove through the gate and the rough script to that is
also enclosed. Unfortunately I do not have copies of the slides left. The
Marines who worked at the center practically wiped me out when we closed so
they could fill their scrapbooks. I am sending, however, a copy of a few
slides which may be of interest, especially the arial shots of the camp.
Two of them require a little explanation. The one showing a Highway
policeman handcuffing a refugee is not what it appears. The patrol used

to give classes on driving and basics in the law to include what would
happen if you broke the law. The one of the press center which shows

the TVs illustrates what I said about the pictures, how we used to put them
out for the media to take and use as needed. We also put out fact sheets,
statistics, etc.

In cleaning out a storage closet, my people found boxes full of the clippings

which we gathered through a clipping service. I told them to hold on to them

in case you might want them. If you do, please let me know; if not, I'll just
automatically discard them in about a month.

The masters degree I discussed with you which was done solely on the Press

! Center operations was written for San Diego State University by Charles
. Rainey, a former Air Force LtCol. PAO. It was a comprehensive, well-done document.

This is all I can think of at the moment. As I said, I'm as far as the telephone

and will be returning to work probably on the 6th of September. I hope this
information will be useful.

Sincerely,

S tat bt
3. 4. PRITCHETT
Maj, USMC
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Public Affairs Aspects of Refugee Evacuation Operations at the
Marine Corps Alr Station, El Toro, California

The Marine Corps Alir Station, E1 Toro, involvement with the
refugees begad earlier than most other commands which turned
out to bé fortunate. Several weeks before the mass evacuations
to CONUS began, we had been chosen as an alternate landing site
for the arrivals of orphaned children during Operation "Baﬁy
Lift.". Los Angeles International Airport had proved unsatis-
factory because of the lack of control over reporters and
curiosity seekers. The Naval Alr Station, Los Alamitos was now
| being used as the landing site for the inherent control of

a military base and its close proximity to Long Beach Naval
Station where the processing ﬁas being handled. But, it was
unsure how long Los Alamitos runways would hold;up under the

heavy aircraft and sé, E1 Toro had been given a warning order.

The command sent several of its staff officers to observe one

of the "Baby Lift" arrivals and to plan for & similar operation.
The Assistant Chiefs of 8Staff for Operations, Logistics, Security.
and I, the Public Affairs Officer, saw many areas on which we
could improve and formulated a planlwhich, later, we put into

effect almost verbatim.

Several important decisilons were derived during the planning .
session: the passenger terminal would be used'as the main
operating area vice the old tower which had traditionally been

the site of Presidential arrivals; the basic Presidential

~
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security plan could be pﬁt info effect with slight modifications;
the amount of persdnnel and logistic support was determined;

and accomodations for the press were established. I would
establish a Command Information Bureau in the passenger terminal
and separate that functlon-as best I could from the Public Affairs
Office so that the normal work could be accomplished unhampéred.
The press area was delineated to give the media ample photo-
graphic opportunities but not intefere with the flow of required
1n§rocessing. A michrophone system was established, apart from
that used for paging in‘the terminal, for use in press briefings
if required. Medla representatives would be given passes by PAO
personnel rather than Security which would clear all others.

One of the main advantages of the terminal was the bank of public
telephones, about 20 of then, alreédy installed, which proved

to be a great convenience for media representatives. I made

one demand for a blackboard which was questioned at first but
which later became the most-used item by'alllconnected with

refugee arrivals.

The word came to the command on Saturday, 26 April, to stand-by.
Refugees could arrive as early as Monday, 28 April for further
transpbrt to Camp Pendleton, In éddition, Pendleton would
probably not be ready ;o handle the first group of 800 or so

and E1 Toro may have to put them up for a night or two. As with
Pendleton, Marines started scrambling, Several old barracks

near the terminal which were used mainly for Reservists in the
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summer were cleaned up and outfitted with bunks and linens.
In addition, a tent camp capable of temporarily housing an
~additional 600 refugees sprang up from nowhere. Since we did
not have some of the logistic support required for the larger
'dommercial alrlines, calls went out to ﬁorton Alr Force

Base and gear sﬁarted rolling in.

My office phone began ringing Monday morning with querles as

to the possibility of refugee arrivals. My guildance was not

to confirm or deny until given the go-ahead. DoD had stated

that the local base PAO should not be the DoD spokesman so LtCol.
LeelPreble from the Marine Public Affalrs Office in Los Angeles
was ordered in; In the meantime, though, I was the gal on the
spot. As part of'the planning, the Security pe&ple had contacted
the Orange County Sheriff's office which turned around and made

a press release on the Trefugee arfivals. When I discovered this;
I called the Sheriff who confirmed and defended his action. There
was a filery discussion over the propriety of this move and we
-ended the conversation on less than friendly terms. He apologized

& few days later but that didn't help at the tinme.

His rélease stated that the Refugees would begin arriving that
evening which turned out to be incorrect but it was not until
la;e.that afternoon that I could release the anticipated arrival
which would now be the next morning. Though we were able to close

up shop by about 1900, my home phone rang most of the night.
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By 0700 the next morning, the PAO personnel were occupied

full time answering the phones -- press, curious civilians,
complainers, offers of volunteer assistance, ad infinitum.

LtCol. Preble, I and one of my_NCO's moved the CIB to the
terminal and by the arrival of the first aircraft-at 0930,

-we were attempting to answer the scores of questions frOHl;

about 100 reporters - wires, all three networks and media reps

from throughout the west coast. ‘The film crews had set up

on the portable press stand which had electrical outlets and was
still around from the old Presldentlal arrival days. The

remote units were parked in:a predesignated area which would

give them the best transmitting location and the still camera-

men were swarming everywhere. Reporters were lined up to use

the phones and to save them for immediate access after the first

arrival. The CIB phones would not stop ringing with calls

from all over the United States and the whole scene was remi-

niscent of the proverbial fire drill.

We had split the terminal in half. One side where passengers
normally check in and awalt transportation was used for press
and.other assorted bodies not cleared for the other side which

was a large open area used for iﬁmigratibn and naturalization
processing and customs checks. The two were totally isolated

from each other. From the processing area, the refugees stepped
right onto the busses. So, from the time they entered the terminal,

there were no more photo opportunities, much to the media reps'
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dismay. But that was the way it was! To have allowed them
in the processing area would only have created more chaos than

already existed.

The blackboard, ss I mentioned, became the best sourcé of @ata

we had. On it we listed ETA's, type of aircraft, airline ;nd

expected number of passengers. The ETA's changed constantly

and after a head count on each planeload, we would amend the
numbers. We kept a running tally of numbers of aircraft and
pers{bs which was the most sought-out information from our
operation. Secondly, and more importantly, the phones at the

PAO shop rang constantly with queries from interested civilians
on how to help and sponsor. It became obvious ‘that, for the

time being at least;-the idea of total spparation'from the normal
PAO functions would not be possible. My personnel shortage

was nearly critical but it was necessary to establish a 24-hour

phone watch at the office as well as the terminal., We had the
capabiiity of recording a message and having the operators direct

all sponsor-type calls to that number, but still that wasn't
cnough. We did 1t on a second line as well and after about three

days, were able to disband the night watch. Still, though, the

terminal scene had to be covered. LtCol. Preble normally

took the daytime, I took the evening and my one and only SNCO

stood 1t in the wee hours of the morning.
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About three days into the operation, I entered the terminal one
merning to find 15 of the 20 phones sitting on the floor and two
phone company men working on removing 3 others. I am told that
my look of utter disbelief should have been captured on £ilm

for postérity. It seems that several months prior, a work order
was subnitted to remove all but two for lack of use. In fheir
dismantling, the phone men were astonished at the amount of money

in each phone but they had their orders. After a couple of calls

"~ I departed the area and when I returned, all 20 phones were

reinstalled; I was satisfied but warned to steer clear of the
two men -- they were looking for a female, redheaded major who

had causel them so much additional work.

‘As the numbers of média reps decreased, we weré able to give
them more leeway. We took them #o the bottom of the ramp and
inside the processing area and some were even allowed to board
the busses for the trip to Pendleton, about a 40-minute drive.
Things quleted down considerably and after a week, we were able

to eliminate the terminal 24-hour watch.

From that point on, media interesf was spotty. They came abdard
vvheh we were forced to house about 400 refugees awaiting further
transport to Ft. Chaffee and the first group of Cambodians
received considerable coverage. But the most harrowing experience
I have ever had wlth news media, and I thought I had seen the worst

with Mr. Nixon's return on his resignation day, was the arrival
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of former Premier Ky.

It was nighttime. The press stand proved incapable of providing
éufficient electricity and film crews were frantic in their
efforts to jerry-rig a workable system. The Public Works
Director would have had apoplexy 1f he had seen it. Theré was
reluctance from higher up to allowing Mr. Ky to meet with the

- press. The compromise was that, 1f he agreed, he could meet them
along the fence leading into the terminal. There would be 2
absolutély'ho interference to the movement of the remaining
refugees and when the busses were ready to depart, he would be

on one. LtCol. Preble boarded the aircraft and asked if this
would be acceptablelto Mr. Ky and he agreed. But, as they started
ab the far end of thie fence reporters, afraid they would miss
some earth-shattering news, stormed the area in the attempt

to ask questions and have the answers recorded. Every couple

of minutes, Cél° Preb;e would move him down a few more feet.

Ih their efforts to get the story, the reporters became downright
vicious and I was surprised that no one was hurt in the scramble.

It was over in a matter of minutes but both the Colonel and I
felt that we had been through a major battle.

A few weeks into the operation, my deputy and I visited Campe
Pendleton to observe the operation with particular interest in
the press center. It was obviously much different than ours

but then so were the circumstances. In one respect, though,
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we had approached the problem with the same phdlosophy:
provide the most and best service available to the media and be
as honest as possible. With minor exceptions, the theory worked

and served to cement our already-good relationship with the press.

Little did I realize it then, but soon I was TAD to the Réfugee
Center at Camp fendleton and with a quick permanent change of |
stations in between I will see this operation through to its
close. It's been hectic, trying, physically and mehtally ex-

hausting. 'But it's also been an experience I shall never forget.

Sara (Sally) Pritchett
Major, USMC

Public Affairs Officer,
1st Marine Division
Marine Corps Base,

Camp Pendleton, CA
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DIRECTOR OF MARINE CORPS HISTORY AND MUSEUMS
MARINE CORPS HISTORICAL CENTER
BUILDING 58 WASHINGTON NAVY YARD
801 M STREET SOUTHEAST
WASHINGTON DC 20374-5040
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12 camps

REFUGEE SLIDE PRESENTATION

ON APRIL 28, 1975, BRIGADIER GENERAL PAUL G. GRAHAM,
THEN THE COMMANDING GENERAL, MARINE CORPS BASE, CAMP
PENDLETON, RECEIVED WORD THAT PENDLETON HAD BEEN
SELECTED AS 6¥S=6F THE FIRST FOUR BASES TO RECEIVE
AND HOUSE INDOCHINESE REFUGEES WHO WERE BEING EVACUATED
FROM SOUTHEAST ASIA. SHORTLY AFTFR, A CITY OF OVER
18,000 WAS CONSTRUCTED AND OPERATED FOR THE NEXT SIX
MONTHS .

ONE ADVANTAGE WAS THE CLOSE PROXIMITY TO THE MARINE
CORPS AIR STATION, EL TORO, JUST 40 MILES TO THE
NORTH. AFTER LONG FLIGHTS, REFUGEES WOULD ONLY HAVE
A SHORT BUS RIDE TO THEIR NEXT STOP.

WHEN GENERAL GRAHAM, WHO WAS DUE TO RETIRE ON 30 APRIL,
RECEIVED THE WORD, HE HAD TWO VERY OBVIOUS QUESTIONS.
FIRST, HOW MANY REFUGEES COULD WE EXPECT. THE ANSWER
WAS "AROUND 18,000."

THE SECOND QUESTION WAS, "WHEN CAN WE EXPECT THEM?"
THE SURPRISING ANSWER WAS, "TOMORROW!!"

THE FIRST DECISION TO BE MADE WAS WHERE TO PUT THEM.
THE CAMP IS DIVIDED INTO 12 AREAS CALLED CAMPS IN
WHICH MARINES LIVE AND TRAIN. THE NORTHERN CAMP
CALLED TALEGA WAS RESERVED FOR THE TRAINING OF

MARINE AND ARMY RESERVISTS AND WAS VACANT AT THE TIME.
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THE REFUGEES COULD BE BILLETED THERE WITHOUT ANY
MAJOR INVASION OR DETRIMENT TO THE REMAINDER OF THE
CAMP AND THE TRAINING OF MARINES.

CAMP SAN ONOFRE, ABOUT 5 MILES SOUTH, WAS ALSO
CHOSEN. IT IS THE HOME OF THE INFANTRY TRAINING
SCHOOL BUT IT HAD A NUMBER OF QUONSET HUTS WHICH
WERE IN THE PROCESS OF BEING TORN DOWN. THESE HUTS
ALONG WITH SOME WHICH WERE SITUATED AT CAMP TALEGA
COULD HOUSE THE INITIAL INFLUX OF REFUGEES WHILE
THE TENTS WERE BEING ERECTED.

AT CAMP TALEGA, THERE WAS ALREADY A MESS HALL, A
MAIN ROAD, MAIN WATER AND POWER LINES BUT NOT MUCH

ELSE. MUCH WORK WAS GOING TO HAVE TO BE DONE.

T Y
AT SAN ONOFRE, A DINING HALL WAS VACATED By "I" "T" “gvseswt

AND TURNED OVER TO THE REFUGEES AND THESE, ALONG WITH
TALEGA, WERE CAPABLE OF HOUSING THE FIRST GROUP WHICH
‘ SAN DO [ .
ARRIVED THE NEXT DAY. &P BECAME THE HOME CF THE
CAMBODIAN REFUGEES. BECAUSE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL
DIFFERENCES, WE SEPARATED THE CAMBODIANS FROM THE
VIETNAMESE.
THE Faua rie
BUT, OF COURSE, .THAT WAS ONLY A DROP IN THE BUCKET.
THE NEXT ORDER OF BUSINESS WAS THE TENT CITIES. WE
175 IV '
DED-NOT HAVE NEARLY ENOUGH SUPPLIES AND TENTS FOR THE
ANTICIPATED NEEDS SO CALLS WENT TO THE WAR RESERVES

DEPOT IN OGDEN, UTAH, AND WITHIN 24 HOURS THE TRUCKS
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WERE ROLLING IN LOADED DOWN WITH TENTS AND RELATED
EQUIPMENT. 1IN THE MEANTIME, PLANNERS WERE PLOTTING
THEIR STRATEGY.

Civilians MUCH OF THE ROUTINE MAINTENANCE WORK ON BASE CAME
TO A HALT IN ORDER TO BE READY. CIVILIAN WORKERS
FROM MAINSIDE GOT TOGETHER WITH THE MARINES AND
EVERYONE WENT TO WORK.

Open field THIS IS WHAT A TENT CAMP IOOKED LIKE BEFOR}; AND AFTER
IT WAS A TENT CAMP.

Tent bags IT IS NOT AN EASY MATTER TO SET UP MORE THAN 1,000

- TENTS. EACH ONE OF THESE BAGS CONTAINS A TENT

WEIGHING ABOUT 360 POUNDS.

Tent poles AND, OF COURSE, A TENT CANNOT STAND ALONE: IT NEEDS
_POLES AND LINES.

Night shot’ ) MARINES LITERALLY WORKED AROUND THE CLOCK TO GET

| READY., THEY HAD ALLOWED THEMSELVES 6 DAYS TO COMPLETE

THE JOB BUT AS MARINES WILL, THEY GOT A LITTLE L
COMPETITIVE SPIRIT GOING BETWEEN PLATOONS AND WERE

Fork 1lift #&w ABLE TO DO THE JOB IN ONLY 5 DAYS. THEY ATE "C"
RATIONS AND GOT VERY LITTLE SLEEP, AND, AMAZINGLY,
Timprad
SHOWED A VERY HIGH MORALE. THEY KNEW A JOB HAD TO BE
DONE AND THEY DID IT.

Marine w/cot NOT ONLY WERE THE TENTS ERECTED BUT THE COTS, 16,000
OF THEM, WERE SET UP AND MADE UP WITH 60,000 BLANKETS, Al‘jD ’
36,000 SHEETS AND PILLOWS.

Workman on pole BUT, STILL IT WAS NOT A CITY. 20 MILES OF PCWER LINES
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Heads

.Tent Camp 5

AND 36 MILES OF UNDERGROUND CABLE WERE INSTALLED.

AND OF COURSE NO CITY CAN FUNCTION WITHOUT TELEPHONES.
CAMP TALEGA ORQGINALLY HAD 7 PHONES BUT AT ITS PEAK,
THERE WERE 200 TELEPHONE POLES AND OVER 300 TELEPHONE
INS TRUMENTS .

WATER LINES WERE INSTALLED IN THE TENT AREAS WITH
35,000 FEET OF FEEDER LINES SO THAT THERE WAS A

SPIGOT FOR DRINKING AND WASHING EVERY 8 FEﬁT.
NATURALIY, A CITY OF 18,000 NEEDS A GREAT DEAL OF
WATER. CAMP PENDLETON PROVIDES ITS OWN WATER SUPPLY
BY RECYCLING USED WATER THROUGH HOLDING PONDS. BUT
WITH THE SUMMER COMING AND THE ADDITIONAL PEOPLE
ABOARD, WE REALIZED THAT WE NEEDED MORE THAN USUAL.
SO, THE MARINE ENGINEERS GOT TO WORK AND IN A MATTER
OF A DAY, MOVED 750,000 CUBIC:YARDS OF EARTH TO CREATE
A NEW HOLDING POND.

AS YOU CAN IMAGINE, WE CORNERED THE MARKET IN "
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FOR PORTABLE HEADS. FORTUNATELY
THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY WAS IN A SLUMP AND THEY WERE
AVAIIABLE. 600 HEADS WERE MOVED IN AND SERVICED DAILY
AT A COST OF $5 PER DAY/PER HEAD.

THE TENT CAMPS WERE FINISHED LITERALLY JUST BEFORE

THE REFUGEES ‘ARRIVED TO OCCUPY THEM. OF THE 8 NUMBERED
CAMPS, EACH WITH A MARINE COMMANDER AND STAFF, FIVE OF

THEM HAD TENTS FOR HOUSING. THE KEMAWIER
HAD QuonseT HuT S,
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Chow on tray

ANOTHER VITAL CONCERN WAS THE FOOD. FOR THE FIRST

COUPLE OF MONTHS, MARINE AND NAVY PERSONNEL DID ALL

OF THE COOKING, TRANSPORTING OF FOOD AND SERVING,

CAFETERIA STYLE)WHICH THE REFUGEES HAD TO GET USED TO.
A& oAt

IN JULY, THE PREPARATION AND SERVING WAS DONE BY A

CIVILIAN—CONTRACTED COMPANY UNDER MARINE SUPERVISION.

L NOTE OF INTEREST, DURING THE OPERATION 7,367,696

MEALS WERE SERVED.

FOR SANITATION REASONS, ONLY PLASTIC KNIVES, FORKS

AND SPOONS WERE USED, AS WELL AS PLASTIC PLATES, ALL

OF WHICH COULD BE THROWN AWAY.

THE MENU WAS RECYCLED EVERY 7 DAYS. IT WAS FOUND

THAT THE ONLY THING TﬁAT DIDN'T AGREE WITH THE REFUGEES

WAS WHOLE MILK, SO LOW-FAT MILK WAS SUBSTITUTED. OF

COURSE, THERE WERE SOME THINGS WITH WHICE THEY DIDN'T

AGREE, NAMELY CHOW MEIN, SO THAT WAS ELIMINATED.

THEY DEVELOPED A-TASTE FOR CHILI DOGS, SPAGHETTI

AND POTATO CHIPS. THE MENU WAS BASICALLY MARINE

SUPPLEMENTED WITH ADDITIONAL PORK AND FISH, AND RICE

WITH EACH MEAL.

YONE OF THE AREAS FOR WHTICH MARINES WERE RESPONSIBLE

WAS THE SECURITY. THIS WAS NOT SO MUCH A MATTER OF
KEEPING THE REFUGEES IN -- THAT WAS NOT MUCH OF A
PROBLEM. DON'T GET ME WRONG, I'M SURE SOME OF THE

TEENAGERS CLIMBED OVER THE HILL TO GET A LOOK AT
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SAN CLEMENTE. BUT THE REAL PROBLEM WAS KEEPING
PERSONS OUT WHO REALLY HAD NO BUSINESS ﬁEING THERE --
THOSE WHO WANTED TO SPONSOR SWEET YOUNG GIRLS OR
ILLEGALLY SELL THEIR DICTIONARIES. MORE IMPORTANTLY,
THOUGH, THE M.P.'s HAD A 24-HOUR WALKING POST
AROUND EACH CAMP. THEY WERE UNARMED,AND ONE WAS
MANNED WITH A RADIO AND THEY WERE LOOKING FOR ANY
INJURIES OR SIGNS OF FIRE. THE OPERATION dCCURRED
DURING THE MOST VULNERABLE TIME OF THE YEAR FOR
FIRES IN SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA AND ONE GOOD ONE WOULD
HAVE MEANT DISASTER. ANY SIGN OF TROUBLE, ONE M.P.
WOULD CALL FOR HELP AND THE OTHER WOULD BEGIN
ASSISTANCE. WE WERE FORTUNATE TO BE ABLE TO AVOID
ANY MAJOR PROBLEMS.

FRam
AS YOU KNOW, SIN@R THE FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE

(AMFLISS

PROGRAM, THIS WAS AN INTER'NATIONAIJ}STORY. THE FIRST
FEW WEEKS SAW AS MANY AS 100 REPORTERS CHECK INTO *
THE PRESS CENTER A DAY FROM EVERY NEWORGANIZATION
YOU CAN THINK OF AND A NUMBER OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
THERE WAS A REQUIREMENT FOR TWO NEWS CONFERENCES A
DRY AT FIRST)WHICH NATURALLY DROPPED OFF LATER ON.
THE POLICY WAS ONE OF COMPLETE HONESTY AND FREEDQM
TO COVER WHATEVER STORIES THEY DESIRED AND JUDGING
FROM THE COVERAGE WE GOT, THE THEORY WORKED. THE

FINAL NUMBER OF NEWSMEN WHO VISITED THE CENTER WAS

3,445,
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ON APRIL 29TH, APPROXIMATELY 27 HOURS FROM THE

FIRST WARNING CALL, THE FIRST OF THE REFUGEES

ARRIVED AND THEY CAME IN A STEADY STREAM, DAY AND
NIGHT, FROM THEIR TRIP INTO EL TORO.

SOME OF THEM LEFT THEIR COUNTRY WITH ONLY THE CLOTHES
ON THEIR BACKS BUT SOME WERE LUCKIER AND WERE ABLE

TO BRING A FEW OF THEIR POSSESSIONS WITH THEM.
ADMITTEDLY, THE FIRST FEW DAYS WERE CONFUSING AND
FRUSTRATING. WE HAD NOT HAD TIME TO SET UP THE SYSTEMS
WHICH LATER BROUGHT ABOUT A SEMBLANCE OF ORGANIZATION
AND ELIMINATED THE NEED FOR THE LONG LINES AND
WAITING.

THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCESSING WAS THE MOST INVOLVED

-

AND TIME-CONSUMING . THIShgéﬁTHE PROCESSING CENTER

: 4

WHICH BECAME THE HUB OF THE OPERATION. IT WAS SOON
ESTABLISHED THAT EACH REFUGEE OF THE AGE COF 17 ANQ
OLDER WOULD HAVE TO HAVE A SECURITY CLEAFANCE BEFORE
HE WOULD BE ALIOWED TO LEAVE CAMP FOR HIS SPONSOR.

HE HAD TO BE CLEARED BY FOUR DIFFERENT AGENCIES IN

WASHINGTON: DOD, CIA, INS AND THE DRUG ENFORCEMENT

AGENCY. AND,’IF HE HAD EVER BEEN IN THE UNITED STATES
BEFORE, HE A;SO HAD TQ BE CLEARED BY THE FBI. EARLY
IN THE OPERATION, THIS PROCESS TOOK MUCH LONGER THAN
WAS EXPECTED BUT THAT, TOO, WAS EXPEDITED LATER ON.

SINCE AN OPERATION OF THIS TYPE HAD NEVER BEEN DONE

7
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BEFORE, IT WAS NOT KNOWN WHAT GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES
WOULD BE REQUIRED. BUT BEFORE LONG, WE HAD THE
INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE CONSISTING OF THE STATE
DEPARTMENT AS THE COORDINATING AGENCY AND INCLUDING
THE IMMIGRATION & NATURALIZATION SERVICE; HEALTH,

' EDUCATION & WELFARE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR: THE UNITED
STATES INFORMATION SERVICE AND THE GENERAL :SERVICES
ADMINISTRATION.

2 women | I SAID THAT EACH REFUGEE HAD TO HAVE A SECURITY
CLEARANCE BEFORE HE COULD LEAVE, BUT HE ALSO HAD TO
HAVE SOMETHING ELSE -- A SPONSOR. MOST OF THEM HAD
NO RELATIVES OR FRIENDS IN THE STATES WHO COULD ACT
AS SPONSORS. SO, THE VOLUNTEER AGENCIES WERE CONTRACTED
TO FIND SPONSORS, VERIFY THEIR ABILITY TO SPONSOR,

' . MATCH THEM WITH THE REFUGEES,’AND SEND THEM ON THEIR
WAY. THESE AGENCIES, OR VOLAGS AS THEY WERE KNOWN,
WERE MOSTLY INTERNATIONAL RESETTLEMENT AGENCIES wﬁiCH
HAVE BEEN IN THIS BUSINESS FOR YEARS SUCH AS THE
U. S. CATHOLIC CONFERENCE, INTERNATIONAL RESCUE
COMMITTEE AND THE AMERICAN FUND FOR CZECHSLOVAKIEN

‘5 GSoMENM | e REFUGEES./\OTHER VOLAGS APPEARED IATER SUCH AS THE

e .._..-..w!

STATE OF IOWA, THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, AND THE

CONSOLIDATED CHINESE BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION WHICH
SPONSORED ALL OF OUR 2,000 ETHNIC CHINESE REFUGEES.

- THE NAME VOLUNTEER AGENCY IS A LITTLE MISLEADING IN
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THAT EACH AGENCY RECEIVED A GRANT CF $500 FROM
THE STATE DEPARTMENT FOR EACH REFUGEE THAT IT
RESETTLED. AND IF, FOR ANY KUMBER OF REASONS, THE
LROKE B E
SPONSORSHIP BREAKS DOWN, THAT AGENCY BEGEMES
RESPONSIBLE TO TAKE CARE OF THE REFUGEES UNTIL
Coud
ANOTHER SPONSOR GAN BE FOUND.
Cross THIS CROSS WHICH OVERLOOKS THE LARGEST OF THE TENT
CAMPS IS LOCATED AT CAMP CRISTIANITOS. IN i769, AS
THE SPANISH EXPIORERS TRAVELED NORTH FROM BAJA,
CALIFORNIA, THEY CAME ACROSS TWO VERY ILL INDIAN
BABIES. THEY WERE THE FIRST TWO BAPTISMS IN
CALIFORNIA. 206 YEARS LATER, A REFUGEE BABY WAS
BAPTIZED AT THIS SITE BY A PRIEST FROM THE SAME ORDER.
Mass - RELIGION WAS AN INTEGRAL AND IMPORTANT PART OF THE
' DAILY EXISTENCE FROM THE EARLY. DAYS OF THE OPERATION.
THE TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR CATHOLIC SERVICES NUMBERED
AIMOST 300,000; BUDDHIST CEREMONIES NUMBERED 31,000
AND THE PROTESTANT SERVICES HAD 52,000 IN ATTENDANCE.
WE ALSO HAD 52 WEDDINGS.
Buddhists ‘ " THERE WERE SERVICES EVERY DAY IN EACH OF THE CAMPS.
THE NAVY'S CHAPLAIN CORPS CONTRACTED WITH MONKS FROM
LOS ANGELES TO ADMINISTER TO THE SPIRITUAL NEEDS OF
THE BUDDHISTS. AND REFUGEE PRIESTS AND MINISTERS

HANDLED THE CATHOLIC AND PROTESTANT SERVICES UNDER

THE GUIDANCE OF THE NAVY CHAPIAINS.
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Medical ANOTHER PRIMARY CONCERN WAS THEIR HEALTH. EACH
TENT CAMP HAD ITS OWN DISPENSARY MANNED BY A REFUGEE
DOCTOR AND RED CROSS NURSES. IF A PROBLEM WAS TdO
SEVERE, THE PATIENT WAS REFERRED TO A MAIN DISPENSARY
WITH NAVY DOCTORS ASSIGNED. STILL MORE SERIOUS
PROBLEMS WERE REFERRED TO THE NEW 600-BED NAVY |
REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER MAINSIDE. IT IS INTERESTING
TO NOTE THAT CONTRARY TQ SOME PUBLIC OPINION AT THE
COUTSET THAT THE REFUGEES WOULD BRING ALL KINDS OF
EXOTIC DISEASES WITH THEM, THEY WERE A REMARKABLY
HEALTHY GROUP OF PEOPLE. THERE WERE A FEW CASES OF
TB, TREATABLE LEPROSY AND THE LIKE, BUT NOTHING LIKE
WHAT WAS EXPECTED. DURING THE 6 MONTHS, 165 BABIES
WERE BORN -~ 88 BOYS AND 77 GIRLS, AND THERE WERE

5
ONLY 8 DEATHS.

Outdoor class THE NEED FOR AN EDUCATION PROGRAM WAS ALSO RECOGNI?ED
EARLY AND CLASSES BEGAN INFORMALLY. BUT, SOON THE
PROGRAM DEVELOPED INTO THE PENDLETON REFUGEE EDUCATION
PROGRAM OR "PREP", ORGANIZED AND RUN BY THE SAN DIEGO
COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. SOME 25,000 CLASSES
WERE TAUGHT Bf 500 VOLUNTEER TEACHERS WHO CAME IN

o ;_f?.ﬂ{ﬁ} «=* EACH DAY, SIX DAYS A WEEK. ) SOME OF THE EARLY SUBJECTS

L AP . 0 5 AN A

. Lo et ————
Mg

WERE SURVIVAL ENGLISH, HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD ORIENTATION
AND AMERICAN CIVICS. OTHER SPECIAL PROGRAMS WERE

- : . GRAMMAR, JOB APPLICATIONS, TELEPHONE USAGE AND

VOCATIONAL COUNSELING.

10
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Tent class

Children

Checkers

Ping Pong

Volleyball

Swings

Monkey bars

AS THE PROGRAM WAS REFINED, MORE SUBJECTS WERE
ADDED SUCH AS SMALL BUSINESS ORIENTATION, DRIVERS
EDUCATION, ADVANCED ENGLISH, COLLEGE ORIENTATION,
MATHEMATICS AND SENIOR CITIZEN CLASSES.

THERE WERE ACTIVITIES, TOO, FOR THE YOUNG
CHILDREN -- SUPERVISED GAMES TO KEEP THEM BUSY

WHILE THEIR PARENTS WERE ATTENDING SCHOOL,

"PROCESSING OR VISITING THEIR VOLAGS. THIS PROGRAM

WAS SET UP BY THE AMERICAN RED CROSS.

RECREATION WAS ALSO IMPORTANT AND FOR THIS PROGRAM,
THE YMCA MOVED IN.

THE !_NEEA HAD 1,470 VOLUNTEERS FROM A VARIETY OF
GROUPS SUCH AS ETHNIC SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS, YMCA
DAY CAMPS, WORK EXPERIENCE STUDENTS AND RELIGIOUS
YOUTH GROUPS. ATHLETES WHO WENTED TO KEEP IN
SHAPE, MARINE DEPENDENTS, ACTIVE AND RETIRED’
TEACHERS, AND CRAFTS-ORIENTED LAYMEN ALL HELPED
KEEP THE REFUGEES BUSY.

A VARIETY OF SPORTS ACTIVITIES WERE SET UP AND
OFTEN, IOCAL TEAMS WOULD COME IN TO MATCH SKILLS.
OF COURSE IT WASN'T HARD TO KEEP THE YOUNGER
CHILDREN BUSY. LIKE ALL KIDS, THEY ENJOYED ANY
KIND OF ACTIVITY.

MARINES MOVED IN PIAY EQUIPMENT AND THE RED CROSS

ORGANIZED THE PLAY SCHOOLS. PRIOR TO THAT, THE

11
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Girl w/guitar

1lst MarDiv Band

Concert

~ Refugee concert

Bulletin board

MOST SOUGHT-AFTER TOY WAS A ILARGE PIECE OF
CARDBOARD THAT COULD BE USED AS A SIED TO RIDE

DOWN THE SMALL EMBANKMENTS.

ENTERTAINMENT WAS ABUNDANT. FROM THE NIGHTLY
OUTDOOR MOVIES TO MORE SOPHISTICATED FORMS,

EVERYONE LOVED THE VARIETY THAT WAS OFFERED BY

THE YMCA VOLUNTEERS. L

OUR OWN BAND PLAYED A CONCERT EACH DAY FOR THE
FIRST WEEKS AND IT WAS LIKE THE PIED PIPER WHEN

THE BAND MARCHED INTO THE CENTER. IT SEEMED LIKE
EVERY CHILD IN CAMP WOULD COME RUNNING TO FOLLOW
THEM TO THE CONCERT SITE.

MANY PROFESSIONAL GROUPS FROM THE LOCAL AREA
VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME TO ENTERTAIN THE REFUGEES.
AND THE BIG NAMES IN SHOW BUSINESS ALSO PERFORMED --
HERB ALPERT, kOSEMARY CLOONY, THE BARNUM AND BAILEY
CIRCUS CAME WITH CLOWNS, SMALL ANIMAL ACTS, JUGGLERS
AND HIGH WIRE PERFORMERS. AND THE PAT BOONE FAMILY
ALSO APPEARED.

THERE WERE MANY TALENTED REFUGEES ALSO WHO ORGANIZED
AND PUT ON THEIR OWN SHOWS.

COMMUNICATIONS WAS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT. ASIDE
FROM THE TELEPHONES, WE ALSO NEEDED VEHICLES_BY

WHICH WE COULD SPEAK TO THE REFUGEES. ONE OF THE

12
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s

Kids
Posters

Man w/map

Hand of Hope

Bus leaving

METHODS WAS A SERIES QF BULLETIN BOARDS ON WHICH
THEY, TOO, COULD PLACE MESSAGES. EACH CAMP HAD A
LOUD SPEAKER SYSTEM OPERATED BY THE REFUGEES IN

THEIR OWN IANGUAGE. THERE WERE FOUR NEWSLETTERS

PRINTED DAILY: CHINESE, CAMBODIAN, ENGLISH AND

- VIETNAMESE,

Pt

BUT THE NAME OF THE GAME WAS WAITING....AND.
WONDERING.

WONDERING WHERE THEY WERE GOING, WHEN, WHAT THEIR
NEW LIVES WOULD BE LIKE. HOW WOULD THEY FARE?
THEY HAD LEFT THEIR HOMES, THEIR FRIENDS AND, IN
MANY CASES, THEIR FAMILIES FOR A NEW WORLD. JUST
TRY TO PLACE YOURSELVES IN THEIR POSITION. HOW

WOULD YOU FEEL?

. A REFUGEE SCULPTOR WANTED TO LEAVE A LASTING

~

REMINDER.A&'&HE OPERATION AT CAMP PENDLETON. HE
CONSTRUCTED THIS STATUE AND CALLED IT THE "HAND OF.
HOPE". THE CHILDREN, HE SAID, REPRESENT THE
VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIAN PEOPLE AND THE HAND, A
SYMBOL OF FRIENDSHIP AND ASSISTANCE TO FIND A NEW
WAY OF LIFE IN FREEDOM.

THIS IS WHAT IT WAS ALL ABOUT, THIS WAS OUR GOAL =--

HEADING FOR THEIR SPONSORS AND THEIR NEW LIVES AS

AMERICANS.

13
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MCB seal

50,424 OF THEM PASSED THROUGH THE CENTER OF CAMP
PENDLETON AND I THINK I CAN SPEAK FOR ALL OF US

WHO PARTICIPATED -- IT WAS AN EXPERIENCE WE SHALL

NEVER FORGET.

14
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The-Hand -..-Hope statue
built by a refugee

artist depicting the |
hand of friendship extended
to Vietnamese and Cambodian
refugees.by the United
States. -
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A family of refugees boards
a bus to join its sponsors
in a ney life in the
United States,
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<. Scene of Tent Camp #8 in the process
of being dismantled from the site
of the first Baptism in' California,
called Cristianitos.
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