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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
WASHIr-lGTON, D. C. 20350 

. • ,I 
The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 

the MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL to I . 
CAPTAIN WILLIAM V . COWAN 

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

For outstanding meritorious service as Operations Officer, Refu­
gee Affairs Section, and subsequently I as Camp Commander, San Onofre 
Refugee Camp, MHitary Coordination Center, Marine Corps Base, Camp 
Pendleton, California during Operation NEW ARRIVALS from 27 April 
1975 to 5 November 1975. Captain Cowan exhibited exemplary leadership 
and organizational ability in forming\a highly responsive and dedicated 
Refugee Affairs staff capable of effectively responding to hundreds of 
queries in connection with the arrival of thousands of refugee s from Indo­
china and of solving a myriad ofuniqu~ problems associated with the ar­
rival of the initial influx of refugee~. As Camp Commander of the San 
Onofre Refugee Camp, the only camp housing both Cambodian and Viet­
namese refugees and the only camp geographically separated from the 
Inter-Agency Task Force complex, h~ appointed English speaking refu­
gees as coordinators between his staff and the more than 2,000 refugees 
billeted in the camp, as well as orche~trating a harmonious relationship 
between the peoples of the two dispara~e cultures. His camp was selected 
as the site for temporarily billeting ~ group of repatriates, a sensitive 
and potentially explosive situation. Thbugh the possibility of disorder and 
confusion existed. Captain Cowan's otganized manner, calmdispositioD, 
compassion, and sound judgment were prime factors in the success real­
ized. Throughout his tenure. Captain dowandirected his total efforts and 
energy toward the assignment; thereby reflecting great credit upon him­
self and upholding the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the 
United States Naval Service. 

For the preSide~t~Q..A '1 ~ 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
wASHIII.i'GTON. D. C. 20350 

, , The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 

i 
i 
i , 
j' 

the MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL to 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL DOMENICK MUFFI 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

For outstanding meritorious service as Officer-in-Charge, Logis­
tic Support Group, Military Coordination Center, Marine Corps Base, 
Camp Pendleton, California during Operation NEW ARRIVALS from 
2 May 1975 to 15 November 1975. An extremely competent and resource­
fulleader, Lieutenant Colonel Muffi continuously displayed superb mana­
gerial abilities in coordinating all aspects of the supply, motor transport, 
food service, engineer, medical, and baggage sections' efforts in support 
of the processing of more than 50,000 refugees from Indochina. He super­
vised a food service operation employing at its peak in excess of 900 Ma­
rine Corps and Navy personnel preparing and serving over 54,000 meals 
at a cost approximating $31,000 daily. Further, Lieutenant Colonel Muffi 
directed and supervised procurement and emplacement of 1,049 general 
purpose tents, over 100 mobile homes, and the employment of more than 
60 rental vehicles and thousands of other supply items, as well as refur­
bishment and construction of additional facilities required by the Inter­
Agency Task Force. In preparation for the closing of operations, he 
established a massive and complex program for ensuring that all supplies 
and equipment were properly repaired, serviced, preserved, and packed 
prior to return to lending agenCies. Lieutenant Colonel Muffi's exemplary 
performance and total devotion to duty reflected great credit upon himself 
and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and 
the United States Naval Service. 

lj Ynaf-7tc 
For the President, 

" 

Secretary of the Navy 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20350 

.. 
The President of the United States takes pleasure in presentir 

the MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL to 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOSEPH H. OLIVER. JR. 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

For outstanding meritorious service as Assistant Officer-in­
Charge, Military Coordination Center, Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendle­
ton, California during Operation NEW ARRIVALS from 31 July i 975 to 
15 November 1975. An extremely competent and resourceful Ie ader, Lieu­
tenant Colonel Oliver consistently displayed exceptional managerial and 
leadership abilities. In addition to routinely supervising and coordinating 
the functions of the Center's staff, he coordinated with officials of the 
Departments of State and Health. Education, and Welfare, as well as Im­
migration and Naturalization Service in controlling the flow of refugees 
to those federal and civil agencies of the Inter-Agency Task Force where 
all processing was accomplished. Lieutenant Colonel Oliver conducted 
frequent visits to each of the seven refugee camps, ensuring that accom­
modations were adequate. high sanitary standards maintained, security 
was responsive, and all supply and logistical requirements were satisfied. 
He supervised the processing and movement to point of departure of a 
large group of repatriates. a highly sensitive and potentially explosive 
situation with an intense news media interest. Though the possibility of 
disorder, confusion, and adverse media coverage existed, Lieutenant 
Colonel Oliver's organized manner and sound judgment ensured execution 
of the process with diplomacy and discretion. Further, he coordinated 
the drafting and publication of a comprehensive plan for the incremental 
phasedown of operations that contributed significantly to the orderly clo­
sure of the Coordination Center. Lieutenant Colonel Oliver's profession­
alism and selfless dedication under the most arduous conditions reflected 
great credit upon himself, the Marine Corps, and the United States Naval 
Service. 

'i rr\Cvt '! 
For the President, 

• 

Secretary of the Navy 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20350 

The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL to 

COLONEL JOHN F. ROCHE III 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

for service as set forth in the following 

CITATION: 

For outstanding meritorious service as Officer-in-Charge, Mili­
tary Coordination Center, Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton, Califor­
nia during Operation NEW ARRIVALS from 10 July 1975 to 15 November 
1975. During this period, Colonel Roche supervised all action attendant 
to the operation of six refugee camps which involved billeting, feeding, 
and providing for the health and general welfare of over 35,000 Indochina 
refugees. He coordinated the arrival, departure, and processing of those 
refugees with federal and civil officials of the Inter-Agency Task Force, 
a complex procedure made even more difficult by the variety of agencies 
involved and language problems of the refugees. Colonel Roche displayed 
exceptional tact and military acumen in a politically sensitive situation 
when, in conjunction with officials of the United Nations and the Depart­
ment of State, he supervised the processing and movement of two large 
groups of repatriates to a designated departure point for a flight that was 
to ultimately return them to their homeland. Further, he developed and 
implemented, as the declining refugee population permitted, a plan for 
the incremental phasedown of operations that resulted in significant man­
hour and dollar savings to the government. An imaginative and highly 
competent officer with extraordinary managerial and leadership abilities, 
Colonel Roche's performance was a paragon for all with whom he served 
and was in keeping with the highest traditions of the !\·1arine Corps and 
the United States Naval Service. 

For the President, 
tj j;kf-7~ 

• .. 
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HDR cm·l}IENT 

Subj: Indochina Refugee-Authored ~lonograph Program 

HDR ::-lKG 
30 Sep 75 

1. HDR would like t-o CO(:lrnent on only three of the questions proposed in the 
subject memorandum. 

a. Question I should be amended to include discussion of the Co~bined 
Acti.on Program. 

b. Ouestion 4 should be amended to include discussion of the r~rine 
Division activities along with those of the Airborne Division. 

c. Question 6 should include a discussion of informal edv!sinp after 
the ,·]ithdrawal of all official U.S. advisors. 

2. No other questions are recommended. 

. ... 

\ 
\ , 
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23 Sept 1975 

From: Director of Marine Corps History 
and Museums 

To: Chief 'Historian' J\S 
Via: Deputy for History i 

Subj: CMH Indochina Refugee Oral History/ 
Moilograph',P~o9ram 

1. In concert" 'with Mr. Frank and 

Vietnam monogrpah writers, prepare 

response for my signature. 

2. Topics and scope look good to me. 

We should also offer to cooperate in 

all appropriate ways. 

V.R. 

~ 
~{. ~L...t~~~; 

CoO'c~\~Je, v-J~ 6\M n-tovnb,.(~ J-
~\s.+.k. :+6\ W"I ~c.o\\~ 

--.....,.,.-e)7J~ o.M.s we)""'" -hJr b--0\A.. <:;'/'Ifr\VV\d'I\$ 'f>o 
CWIG CHO (l)~-t)1 ~~~-io \Nle-

~ 'O&kr.W'~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF MIL.ITARY HISTORY 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20315 

"~ :, 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

DAMH-ZF-SG 16 SEP 1975 

MlMORANDUM FOR: COMMANDANT, UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

SUBJECT: Indochina Refugee-Authored Monograph Program 

1. The United States Army Center of Military History (CMH) is 
beginning a program of eliciting information from former Indochinese 
(primarily Vietnamese) military and civilian personnel, by means of 
comprehensive oral history techniques, and preparing a series of 
monographs concerning the history of the United States' military 
effort. ' 

2. The eliciting of information and writing of monographs will be 
accomplished under the direction of a contracting firm, yet to be 
selected. Attached is a list of topics Which have been identified by 
CMH as pertinent, however. they represent only the Army's need and may 
be expanded as necessary. In this regard we wish to consider USMC 
r,equirements as well. subject to fiscal limitations. It is requested, 
therefore, that if you have topics appropriate for consideration in 
this program that CMH be made aware of them at your earliest conven­
ience. Every effort will be made to include them in the schedule and 
to provide you with the results as they become available. It is 
envisioned that this project will take a maximum of three years. 

1 Incl 
as 

Qw..-~~0 
JAMES L. COLLINS, JR.: ~ 

f Brigadier General. USA 
\ Chief of Military Histo 
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TOPICS AND SCOPES OF INDOCHINA REFUGEE-AUTHORED HONOGRAPHS 

1. RV:~F and US-Unit Cooperation and Coordination. 

Scope: Successes and failures in RVNAF-US joint operations, and 
the reasons therefore. Large-unit as ~Yell as small-unit and local force 
operations. Cooperation and coordination in the use of firepower, 
mobil ity resources, planning, intelligence, communicattons and logisti­
cal support. Problems of boundaries, free-fire zones, civilian casual­
ties and property dam.age. Tne assignment of objectives and the 
allocation of resources. Les~ons learned. 

2 • Lam Son 719. 

Scope: US-RVNAF Cooperation and Coordination. Planning from the 
RVNAF viet· ... point. Collecti()~ i'_nd disser.1ination of intelligence, US and 
RVlxAF, and the exchitnge thereof. The battles. Adequacy of US support. 
Evaluation. Lessons learned. 

3. The Cambodian Incursion of 1970, its strategic background and its 
strategic implications for tile ·period 1970-1975 from both the Khmer 
and US point of view. 

S=ope: Same as for Lam Son 719. 

4. The Final Collapse. 

Scope: Beginning with the loss of Phuoc Long Provtnce, a de.scrip­
tion of the military and politicai events \·1'hich culminated in 
capitulation. The impact of reduced US support and the absence of the 
eredii>lc thrC{lt of liS military intervention en friendly and enemy plans, 
operations, morale and "'ill to fight. _ Factors influencing the decision 
not to reinforce significantly in Pnuoc Long; reasons for the failure 
to hold Ban H.:~ Timot; th·~ orders issued for the t"ithdrawal from Pleiku­
Kontum anu the execution of those orders; the nexus between event~ in 
the II Corps Highlands, operations in Binl1 Dinh Pravince, the enemy 
buildup in III Corps, the decision to withdra,v the Airborne from I 
Corps, and the loss of Hue and Da Nang. The final battles, including 
Xuan I.oe and Long An. 

S. Viet;namese vie,.,s of the US evacuation of personnel, Vietnamese 
dependents, Vietnamese employees, and PJn:AF personnel. 

Scope: Approp~iateness of ti~ing, categories, and priorities. 
Problems of execution, security and control. Conduct of US officials. 

6. The RVNAF, Vietnamization, and the Ceasefire. 

Scope: Problems of transition. Adequacy of US training, equipment 
and supply support to make the program viable. Post-ceasefire enemy 
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Sub-sector officials, and US agencies, officials and military units. 
St:r~ngths and weaknesses. oroble:ns and solutions. achie"-ements and 
failures. Adequac)" and use of in tclligencc; sources and exchange of 
intelligence in forll1ft tion . Evaluatl.on of. special equipmen:: supplied 
by US. Training under US advisors. adec: .iCY, strengths and ·.,maknesses. 
Role and value of psychological operations, equipment and procedures. 
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Col John F. Roche, III, USMC 

Operation New Arrivals Interagency Task Force 

Marine Corps Base 

Camp Pendleton, California 92055 

Dear Colonel Roche, 

Thank you for your letter of 13 September with its 

useful enclosures. It ,.,as appreciated by our writers 

as it clarified some of the details of the operation. 

The messages which you enclosed were new to us; we might 

even plagarize one of your field messages for the title 

of a chapter or section in our 1973-1975 Southeast Asia 

monograph. Your proposed award recommendations along 

with the anecdotal sketches in your letter will help in 

our efforts to includ'ehuman interest material in our 

studies. 

The tapes of your experiences which you recqrded 

while in the Pacific have also been received. 

If, in your present assignment, you corne across any 

materials relating to the refugee program which might be 

of historical interest, please feel free to contact us 

about them. 
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CMC WASHINGTON DC 

CG MCB CAMP PENDLETON CA 

. INFO JCS WASHINGTON DC 

CG MCAS EL TORO CA 

UNCLAS IINO~OOOII 

i OPERATION NEW ARRIVALS AFTER ACTION REPORT. MARCOR MESSAGE 
i ] NO. 72 {CMC CODE LPP-2~ 
'·i 
\ i A. SECSTATE 042239Z SEP 75 {NOTAL} 

:\ 1. REQUEST PROVIDE SUBJECT REPORT TO COVER SUPPORT DURIN(j:p1:~IOD 

1 
I , 

o 

FROM 28 APRIL 1975 UNTIL 1 NOVEMBER 1975 CLOSEDOWN. 
••• • •• •• • 

2. REPORT SHOULD FOCUS ON MILITARY SUPPORT ASPECTS AND INCLUDE 

POE OPERATIONS AT MCAS EL TORO. 
• • •••••• • 
• ••• • •• 

3. REF A TASKED THE SENIOR CIVIL COORDINATOR WITH A REPOR"" • 

OF OPERATIONS IN HIS AREA OF COGNIZANCE. 

TO INSURE REPORTS ARE COMPLEMENTARY. 

SUGGEST COORDIN.A.TI~N 
"" . " .. 
• ••• • • ..... 

~. ALTHOUGH NO SPECIFIC FORMAT IS REQUIRED, A CHRONOLOGY OF 

KEY EVENTS AND A SEPARATE SECTION ON LESSONS LEARNED IS DESIRED. 

LESSONS LEARNED SHOULD INCLUDE APPLICATIONS TO SIMILAR TYPE 

l 
L,LP,LPP-2,LPP,LA-2,PA,PO,FD~~D,M,C/S, OLA 

.. 

COL R W G JONES,LPP-2,Sb094 
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OPERATIONS, I.E., EVACUATION, CIVIL DISASTER, MOBILIZATION. 

S. DUE DATE FOR REPORT IS 1 DECEMBER.L~75. DISTRIBUTION 

REQUIREMENTS UILL FOLLOW. 

, 

'0.' .' .• ' 

• 

COL R W G JONES,LPP-2,Sb094 

eo ':-"'j':;- !.,'" 
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THE DEPARTMENT 
OF STATE 

Special Report 'No. 21 
September 1975 

Bureau of Public Affairs 
Office of Media Services 

Indochina Refugee Resettlement Program 

Great credit is due to the 10 experienced 
~. volunteer organiz~tions, to the generosity of many 
:... \...~American citizens, and to state and local govern­
"'"",-m~!s who have dedicated themselves to resettling 

-rOO,OOO of the 130,000 refugees from Viet-Nam 
and Cambodia. 

The phasing-out of the four refugee reception 
centers within the continental United States and 
the one in the Pacific is proceeding on schedule, 
and every state in the Union has accepted some 
refugees. The center at Eglin Air Force Base in 
Florida officially closed September 15, 1975. 
Camp Pendleton, California, is scheduled to close 
at the end of October. The center at Fort Indian­
town Gap, Pennsylvania, will be phased out by the 
end of November. Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, antici­
pates a final closing during the month of 
December. 

Most of the refugees at Guam have been trans­
ferred to the U.S. centers which are still operating 
or to third countries. At the present time there are 
appro~i~ately 1,500 refugees on Guam awaiting 
repatnatlOn. 

The following documentation, originally com­
piled by the Inter-Agency Task Force on Indochina 
Refugees, updates the information contained in 
Special Report No. 20 of August 1975. 

Excerpts from Press Statement by 
Mrs. Julia Vadala Taft, Director, Interagency 

Task Force for Indochina Refugees, 
September 18, 1975 

I am pleased to be able to announce to you 
today that this week the one hundred thousandth 
refugee has been processed through our system to 
resettlement with an American sponsor. I thought I 
might use the occasion of this milestone to give a 
public accounting of our progress to date. 

Five months ago, on April 18, the Task Forc,e 
was created by the President to deal with a prob­
lem unique in the history of this country. 
Cambodian and Vietnamese refugees were begin­
ning to arrive by the thousands at safe havens in 
the Pacific. We had to mount a humanitarian effort 
in which more people from different cultural, 
ethnic, and religious backgrounds were introduced 
into American society in a shorter period of time 
than ever before in our experience as a nation. 

Over a much longer period we had absorbed 
more than 600,000 Cuban refugees and some 
40,000 Hungarian refugees when circumstances in 
their countries forced them to leave. Our goal this 
time was to resettle, as rapidly and as humanely as 
possible, about 130,000 Indochinese refugees in 
this country and to accomplish this before the end 
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of this calendar year. The challenge was to develop, 
in remarkably short order, new structures for their 
reception and new approaches of social policy to 
cope with their unique problems. 

The mandate of the Task Force created by 
the President last April 18 was to coordinate the 
activities of 12 U.S. Government agencies involved 
in the evacuation, reception, and. resettlement of 
the refugees from Indochina. As you may recall, in 
less than 2 weeks the first refugees began to arrive 
in the continental United States. With a pipeline 
extending back to Guam, Wake Island, and Subic 
Bay [the Philippines] refugees continued to arrive 
around the clock. 

I t was necessary to quickly ready the installa­
tions in California, Arkansas, Florida, and 
Pennsylvania to receive the newcomers. At the 
peak of the program we had over 112,000 in the 
refugee system. Today I am pleased to announce 
that the center at Eglin Air Force Base in Florida 
processed out its last refugee 3 days ago and is now 
officially closed. The three remaining centers and 
the Guam repatriate camp now house only 34,992 
refugees. 

As of today more than 100,000 refugees have 
been "out-processed" through the sponsorship 
efforts of the voluntary agencies, which are going 
full speed ahead, with refugees having been re­
settled in all 50 states as well as Guam, American 
Samoa, and Puerto Rico. More than 6,000 refugees 
have been resettled in other countries, mostly in 
Canada and France. 

In addition to those refugees who entered our 
system directly, a number of Cambodians and Viet­
namese, having left their countries through their 
own efforts and resources, now find themselves 
stranded-primarily in the East Asian countries of 
Thailand, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Singapore, and 
Korea. We have been accepting these refugees into 
our system in two categories: former employees of 
the U.S. Government and their dependents; and 
certain close relatives of persons already in the 
United States. 

Depending on the willingness of the authori­
ties in Viet-Nam and Cambodia to accept those 
desiring repatriation, and depending also on the 
number of our refugees who are accepted for re­
settlement by third countries, the United States 
will continue to grant parole to these stranded 
refugees until approximately 130,000 have been 
permanently resettled in our country. This was the 

figure which was agreed upon in our consultations 
with the Congress. 

Among the approximately 35,000 family 
units in the refugee population, (h.ere are about 
70,000 persons 17 years of age or older. Of these 
we estimate that about 45,000 have entered, or 
will enter, the job market. This is certainly a small 
figure when we compare it with the Nation's work 
force of some 94,859,000. 

A word about a current issue. which has re­
ceived some publicity and will receive more-the 
problem of repatriates. There are stilI in our system 
about 1,800 refugees who wish to return to Viet­
Nam or Cambodia. The bulk of them-I,500 
plus-are located on Guam. When this issue first 
arose we asked the U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees to use his good offices on behalf of the 
refugees. We have made it clear 1hat we do not .. 
wish to stand in the way of the refugees, but.3~!:;;, 
have done all within our power to see that ilie!rv>-.. 
wish to return home is realized. In ~.~ few days' time , 
the High Commissioner will be vi~.iting Viet-Nam 
and he intends to take up this question with the 
authorities there. We hope that the results of his 
visit will be favorable and that arrartgements can be 
successfully concluded shortly for the return ofthif 

~ ./ 

repatriates. _~ 
As I mentioned earlier the one hl:indr:@­

thousandth refugee passed through our system this 
week on the way to resettlement.with his Ameri­
can sponsors. The refugee is Mr. Ph~m Phu Quoc, a 
former Vietnamese major, or one or another 
member of his family of nine, since they have, of 
course, been resettled as a unit. Mr. Quoc, his wife, 
six daughters, and two sons are departing Fort 
Chaffee, Arkansas, today for Radne, Wisconsin, 
where the family is being sponsor,:d by Lutheran 
congregations of that city. 

I feel I should explain that Mr. Quoc's family 
was determined a week ago to be 6.e group which 
would include the one hundred thousandth refugee 
to be processed out of our camp'l based on our 
projections at that time. As it 1 urned out our 
centers have processerl. out more refugees than 
anticipated the past few days, so ;'n actuality the 
hundred thousandth left the camps the day before 
yesterday with no fanfare. In any case, we are 
pleased to honor Mr. Quoc and his family as repre­
sentative of all the refugees, Cambodian as well as 
Vietnamese, who passed through nur camps since 
April. 
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CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS Cambodians in third countries, • and up 
to 50,000 "high-risk" Vietnamese. 

April 
8·15 

Apdl12 

April 
l2 -17 

April 18 

April 19 

April 22 

April 25 

State Department officials consult with 
House and Senate Committees regard. 
ing use of Attorney General's "parole" 
authority for evacuees from Indochina. 

U.S. Embassy, Phnom Penh closes. Last 
Americans and approximately 1,200 
Cambodians arc evacuated in Operation 
Eagle Pull. 

U.S. Mission, Geneva, is asked to reo 
quest assistance from UNHCR and 
ICEM [Intergovernmental Committee 
for European Migration 1 in locating 
third countries willing to accept refu­
gees from Indochina. 

Parole is authorized for dependents of 
American citizens currently in Viet· 
Nam. 

The President asks 12 Federal agencies 
"to coordinate ... all U.S. Government 
activities concerning evacuation of U.S. 
citizens, Vietnamese citizens, and third·. 
country nationals from Viet-Nam and 
refugee and resettlement problems reo 
lating to the Viet·Nam conflict" and 
named .Ambassador L. Dean Brown as 
his Special Representative and Direc­
tor of the Special Interagency Task 
Force. 

Parole is extended to include categories 
of relatives of American citizens or per· 
manent resident aliens who are petition 
holders. 

The Interagency Task Force asks civil 
and military authorities on Guam to 
prepare a safe haven estimated to be re­
quired for 90 days in order to provide 
care and maintenance for an estimated 
50,000 refugees. The first to pass 
through the area arrive the following 
day. 

The Attorney General authorizes parole 
for additional categories of relatives, 

April 27 

April 29 

May 2 

May 4 

May 5 

May 7 

May 8 

May 12 

The Task Force requests all American 
missions overseas to take up the possi­
ble resettlement of refugees as a mutter 
of urgency. 

U.S. Embassy, Saigon, closes. Operation 
Frequent Wind removes last Americans 
and Vietnamese by helicopter from 
staging sites in Saigon. The sea-lift and 
self-evacuation continue. Camp 
Pendleton, California, opens as a refu; 
gee center prepared to care for 18,000 
refugees. 

Fort Chaffee, Arkansas, opens as a refu· 
gee reception center prepared to care 
for 24,000 refugees. 

Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, opens as 
a refugee reception center prepared to 
accept 2,500 refugees (a figure later in­
creased to 5,000). 

Ambassador Brown and senior Task 
Force officials testify before the Senate 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

Ambassador Brown and senior Task 
Force officials testify before the De­
fense Subcommittee of the House Com­
mittee on Appropriations in connection 
with the Administration's request for 
$ 5 ° 7 m iIlion to run the refugee 
program. 

Ambassador Brown and senior Task 
Force officials testify before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

Ambassador Brown and senior Task 
Force officials testify before the House 
International Relations Committee. 

Ambassador Brown and senior Task 
Force officials testify before the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

Ambassador Brown and senior Task 
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Force officials testify before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

May 13 Ambassador Brown and senior Task 
Force officials testify before the Senate 
Judiciary Subcommittee on Refugees. 

May 14 

May 19 

May 22 

May 24 

May 27 

May 28 

May 29 

Ambassador Brown and senior Task 
Force officials testify before the House 
Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigra­
tion, Citizenship, and International 
Law. 

The White House announces the Presi­
dent's Advisory Committee on Refu­
gees, with Chairman John Eisenhower 
heading a distinguished list of members. 

Ambassador Brown and senior Task 
Force officials testify before the House 
Judiciary Subcommittee. 

A House and Senate conference com­
mittee agrees on the language of the 
Indochina Migration and Refugee 
Assistance Act of 1975, appropriating 
$405 million for the Administration's 
refugee program. 

The Act becomes PL 94·23 as the Presi­
dent signs it into law. 

Ambassador Brown returns to his post 
at the Middle East Institute and the 
President asks Mrs. Julia Vadala Taft, 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Health, 

June 6 

June 15 

June 16 

June 23 

July 5 

Education and Welfare for Human De· July 6 
velopment, to act as Director. of the 
Interagency Task Force until arrange-
ments are completed for organizing the July 9 
Government's efforts for the longer 
term. 

A fourth stateside reception center is 
opened at Fort Indiantown Gap, 
Pennsylvania, and receIves its first 

July 14 

refugees. July 17 

The UNHCR sends a representative to 
the reception center at Fort Chaffee to 
interview individuals who have indi-
cated a desire to return to Viet-Nam July 21 

DECLASSIFIED 

and whose names had been furnished 
earlier. Representatives of the UNHCR 
have been working similo.rly on Guam 
for several weeks, will go to Pendleton 
and Indiantown Gap the following 
week and to Eglin thereafter. 

HEW reports the establlshment of a 
special Task Force with representatives 
of the American Medical Association, 
the American Association of Medical 
Colleges, the Educational Commission 
on Foreign Medical Graduates, and of a 
number of programs within HEW that 
deal with the training and placement of 
physicians in the U.S. 

The President sends a report to the 
Congress as required by PL 94-23. 

---=~;/ 
General Accounting Office issues its ! 
initial report to Congress on the refugee 
program. 

State of Washington contracts with the 
Task Force to resettle more than 1,000 ,tJ 

/- ~ 

refugees. ----- " 

---~ 
City of Indianapolis contracts with Ji;-
Task Force to resettle 20G refugees. 

First of a series of regional meetings 
with local government officials and 
representatives of resettle::nent agencies 
held in New York City. 

Subic Bay, Philippines, refugee recep­
tion center doses. 

State of Maine contracts with the Task 
Force to resettle 300 refugees. 

Jackson County, Missouri, contracts 
with the Task Force tc resettle 250 
refugees. 

Task Force Director (et a!.) testifies be­
fore the House Subcommittee on 
Immigration, CitizenshiID, and Inter­
national Law. 

Principal operational resFonsibility for 
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July 24 

July 30 

Aug. 1 

Alabama 
Alaska 
Arkansas 
Arizona 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
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the Task Force is transferred from the 
Department of State to HEW. Julia 
Vadala Taft is named Director of the 
Task Force. 

Representatives of the voluntary 
resettlement agencies testify before the 
House Subcommittee on Immigration, 
Citizenship, and International Law. 

Task Force Director, representatives of 
the voluntary resettlement agencies, et 
al., testify before the Senate Sub­
committee on Refugees and Escapees. 

Second regional meeting held in 
Boston. 

Tentative planning summary for phase­
down of Task Force operations 
released. 

Wake Island reception center closes. 

Attorney General extends parole au­
thority to additional Indochina refugees 
stranded in third countries. 

5 

Aug. 10 President Ford visits resettlement 
center at Fort Chaffee. 

Aug. 15 Regional meeting in San Francisco. 

Aug. 21 Regional meetings held in Chicago and 
Philadelphia. 

Aug. 22 State of Oklahoma contracts with the 
Task Force to resettle 1,000 refugees 
including 414 students at Southeastern 
Oklahoma State and Connors College. 

Sept. 3 State of Iowa contracts with the Task 
Force to resettle at least 500 refugees, 
most of whom will be Thai Dam or 
"Black Thai," former Vietnamese 
mountain tribesmen. 

Sept. 9 Chinese Benevolent Association of Los 
Angeles contracts with the Task Force 
to resettle more than 2,000 Indochina 
refugees of Chinese descent. 

Sept. 12 Regional meeting in Denver. 

Sept. 15 Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, refugee 
reception center closes. 

Number of Refugees Resettled by State, Including 
District of Columbia and U.S. Territories 

1,041 Massachusetts 816 South Dakota 314 
72 Michigan 1,194 Tennessee 551 

1,247 Minnesota 3,037 Texas 6,085 
780 Mississippi 307 Utah 405 

20,310 Missouri 1,753 Vermont 119 
2,018 Montana 149 Virginia 2,868 

862 Nebraska 716 Washington 3,407 
91 Nevada 290 West Virginia ll5 

4,628 New Hampshire ll9 Wisconsin 1,265 
1,072 New Jersey 1,246 Wyoming 61 
1,876 New Mexico 139 

270 New York 2,821 District of Columbia 1,105 
2,503 North Carolina 891 Guam 568 
1,155 North Dakota 362 American Samoa 1 
1,126 Ohio 1,924 Puerto Rico 1 
1,224 Oklahoma 2,645 

579 Oregon 1,530 Unknown 5,670 
2,082 Pennsylvania 4,052 Deaths 65 

315 Rhode Island 166 
1,791 South Carolina 540 Total *92,339 

*Does not include 6,097 persons settled in third countries 
as of Sept. 14, 1975. 
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Number of Refugees Resettled from U.S. System in 
Third Countries (As of Sept. 15, 1975) 

Country. of Resettlement Total 

Australia 158 
Bahrain 2 
Belgium 58 
Bangladesh 2 
Canada 3,880 
Holland 4 
Korea 4 
France 1,534 
Germany 16 
Switzerland 1 
Hong Kong 11 
Iran 16 
Italy 1 
New Zealand 21 
Philippines 115 
Singapore 15 
Spain 2 
United Kingdom 30 
Taiwan 82 
Cambodia *88 
Laos 1 
Thailand 17 
New Caledonia 23 
New Hebrides 2 
Ivory Coast 10 
Japan 1 
Unknown 3 

Total 6,097 

·Crossed the Cambodian border on foot from Thailand on 
May 29,1975. 

A CHRONOLOGICAL REVIEW OF U.S. POLICY 
ON REFUGEE REPATRIATION 

Background: The United States believes in freedom 
of movement for all people. Thus, it has been clear 
from the beginning that the United States would 
not stand in the way of any refugee who indicated 
that he would prefer to return to his country of 
origin. We turned to the traditional intermediary in 
instances where the countries involved do not 
maintain diplomatic relations, the UNHCR. 

April 26 The UNHCR agreed to seek ways to 
assist voluntary repatriates and negotia­
tions with the authorities in Viet-Nam 
and Cambodia. A first UNHCR repre­
sen tative was subsequently sent to 
Guam to conduct interviews with the 
earliest would-be repatriates. 

May 3 

May 8 

May 13 

May 22 

May 29 
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The first requests for repatriation came 
from a group of Vietnamese Air Force 
personnel. Interagency Task Force rep­
resentatives on Guam were instructed 
to lodge them separately and to inform 
them of the U .S. wi1Iingne~s to help to 
the extent possible in the circumstances 
and to explain the role ecf the UNHCR. 

All refugee staging sites and reception 
centers were instructed 10 post notices 
and to run regular announcements in 
the camp newspapers f.nforming the 
refugees of the option of repatriation. 

All diplomatic and consular posts were 
advised by cable of U.S. policy regard-
ing repatriation and instructed to turn 
over any such applicants to the /) 
UNHCR. ~~~"~ 

In testimony before the Senate Appro­
priations Committee, Ambassador L. 
Dean Brown, then Directcr of the Inter­
agency Task Force, said in connection 
with U.S. policy, "If th(:y want to"",go / 
back, then through the United" Nations---< 
High Commissioner for li.efugees,-lh~Y""­
will go back." 

In testimony before th~ House Sub­
committee on Immigration, Citizenship, 
and International Law, Ambassador 
Brown reported ". . . We have made 

.. ~ 
very conscious efforts, in light of the ~. 

desires of some of the members of the 
Subcommittee here, to get the news :-"" 
across to every Vietnamese, either in il'.~ 
the United States or a~ Guam and ~ 
Wake, that they are noi: there under'~ 
compulsion, that they cali go back, that 
there is a mechanism by which they can 
go back. They can think Lt over again." 

The first UNHCR representative arrived 
at a continental U.S. reft: gee center to 
conduct interviews with would-be 
repatriates to insure they had made 
their decisions voluntarily and to dis­
tribute the questionnair(~ which had 
been worked out in conJunction with 
the Vietnamese authoritien and which is 
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July 8 
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July 19 

July 20 
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required in Saigon before a decision will 
be made there. 

The UNHCR New York representative 
announced that South Vietnamese 
authorities had requested its assistance 
in repatriation but that a solution 
would not emerge overnight. 

Approximately 80 of the more than 
200 would-be repatriates at Fort 
Chaffee demonstrated and threatened 
to turn violent if they were not moved 
to Camp Pendleton as quickly as they 
had expected. (Counter-demonstrations 
by refugees grateful for U.S. care fol­
lowed.) The movement was to be part 
of a consolidation process, first at 
Pendleton, then on Guam, of all 
would-be repatriates already inter­
viewed by UNHCR representatives. 

In response to an appeal by the 
UNHCR for funding, the U.S. agreed to 
provide $2 million to the UNHCR to 
pay its costs and the costs of the travel 
of repatriates from the U.S. refugee 
system to Viet-Nam if and when the 
authorities there accepted their return. 

The United' States also informed the 
UNHCR that it was prepared to assist in 
similar ways in the repatriation of Viet­
namese already living in American com­
munities who might decide that they, 
too, wished to return. 

Applicants. from the United States and 
continental refugee centers were moved 
to Guam. 

The UNHCR was asked urgently to 
raise with the authorities in Viet-Nam 

July 21 

July 22 

July 23 

7 

and has learned from Saigon that the 
600 questionnaires it has already for­
warded there are being screened. 

The UNHCR reported that it was in­
structing representatives in Southeast 
Asia to try to arrange the requested 
meeting between repatriates and Viet­
namese authorities. 

Vientiane' advised that Hong Kong had 
agreed to act as a transit point for the 
Vietnamese repatriates coming from 
Guam. 

U.S. Government concern for the con­
tinuing welfare of the would-be repa­
triates and over the slow progress 
toward their repatriation was once 
more conveyed to the UNHCR. Our 
Ambassador to the United Nations was 
also asked to raise the issue with Secre­
tary General Waldheim. 

State Department urged UNHCR repre­
sentative in Vientiane to arrange a 
meeting between Vietnamese authori­
ties and repatriates in a third country, 
perhaps Laos. U.S. Government would 
pay expenses for Guam repatriates 
delegation. 

July 24' Demonstrations on Guam-sit down, 
refusal to board buses, and then refusal 
to disembark buses. 

UNHCR representative in Guam, Mr. 
Gordon-Lennox, said that any uni­
lateral action on part of the United 
States would be a breach of agreement 
and UNHCR would withdraw its good 
offices. 

the possibility' of a meeting between Aug. 15 UNHCR advised that Saigon authorities 
rejected request for meeting on repa­
triation in Laos or other country (see 
July 19). 

representatives of the would-be repa-
triates and representatives from Saigon. 

Slightly more than 2,000 Vietnamese 
and Cambodians have applied to the Aug. 18 
UNHCR for assistance in. repatriation. 
The UNHCR has been unable to get an 
answer of any kind from Phnom Penh 

Representative Joshua EiIberg issued a 
press release stating that he would urge 
the Secretary of State immediately to 
request countries who have recognized 
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Aug. 19 

Aug. 20 

Aug. 
19·23 

Aug. 23 

Aug. 29 

Aug. 31 

Sept. 1 

the Provisional Revolutionary Govern­
ment (PRG) of Viet·Nam to assist in 
repatriating the Vietnamese refugees on 
Guam. 

Petition presented on Guam to senior 
civil coordinator and representative of 
UNHCR during peaceful demonstra­
tions by repatriates asking for the use 
of a ship to be manned by repatriates to 
sail to Saigon. 

Congressman Charles H. Wilson, Mendel 
J. Davis, and Delegate Antonio B. Won 
Pat, visiting repatriates at camp in 
Guam, advised that they thought 
United States should let the repatriates 
set sail immediately for Viet-Nam on 
their own ship, rather than working 
through United Nations. 

Repatriates on Guam previously housed 
in four contractor camps were con­
solidated in one camp, the Asan camp, 
for reasons of economy and security. 

Letter from Acting Secretary of State 
Robert S. Ingersoll to Representative 
Charles H. Wilson in response to Con­
gressman Wilson's telegram from Guam. 
Letter stated that using the ship was a 
difficult unilateral decision to be made 
and we would prefer continuing to try 
with the UNHCR. 

A meeting was held to discuss options 
with regard to repatriates. This meeting 
resulted in September 1 cable. 

Violent demonstrations break out at 
repatriates' camp in Guam. One bar· 
racks burned down. Four U.S. Marshals 
hospitalized. 

Cable sent from Acting Secretary of 
State Robert S. Ingersoll to Francis 
Dale in Geneva strongly urging 'the 
UNHCR to reinforce' the need for 
speedy action in acceptance by the 

\ MR BENtS fill FRANK 

Sept. 12 

Sept. 16 

Sept. 
18-26 

Sept. 23 

Sept. 26 

PRG; message also sent to USUN. In 
that cable, State Department also re­
quested UNHCR to consider establish­
ment of international camp s for repa­
triates if demarche unsuccessful in 
South Viet-Nam. Stated that repatriates 
are an international issue with many 
potential repatriates in third countries 
around the world seeking return. 

Invitation extended by 1 Task Force 
Director to, the UNHCR to meet her in 
Guam after his scheduled trip to Hanoi 
to discuss with repatriates the outcome 
of negotiations with PRG/DRV. 

A meeting was held with S1ate Depart­
ment officials and Task Force Director 
with high ,level UNHCR personnel. U.§.,,,,, 
Government again urged speedy actron" 
in negotiations between UNHCR and 
Viet-Nam authorities. 

UNHCR, Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, 
visited North Viet-Nam for discussions 
with the authorities on the ret).lrn of 
refugees on Guam. 

Repatriates on Guam were offered the~ ",. 
opportunity to cable, pho_le, or per­
sonally visit the PRG/DRV observer 
delegations at the U.N. to Fresent their 
plea for repatriation. 

Repatriates submitted skill!:-profile for 
60 experienced ship crewmf'!n who had 
navigational and Navy expel:.ence. They 
also selected as their Cap1ain, Master 
Tran Dinh Tru, former COl nmander in 
the South Vietnamese Na'lY with 12 
years of seagoing experience. 

Sept. 29 Mr. Rizvi, a UNHCR. olficial who 
accompanied the UNHCR to Hanoi, 
arrived on Guam representing the High 
Commissioner who did not accept the 
U.S. Government invitations to meet 
the repatriates personally. 

-2LEA[LORAl_I:tLSlQB.LU.N.LT~7"T""" ______ _ 
'HISTORY AND MUSEU~S DIVISION 

POSTAGE AND FEES PAID 
DEPARTMENT OIF STATE 

StA-SOI 

HEADWUARTERS US MARINE CORPS 
1 WASHINGTON OC 20380 

Third Class Bulk Rt. 

DECLASSIFIED 



5, .... " ... , 

Release No. 
DLS-3l4-75 

Hallie 
Washington" 
D.C. 

Taira p/801!»19: . 

O)[-4-t!J.3@~ 

DECLASSIFIED 

REFUGEE OPERATIONS TO CLOSE 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 28 (MCNews)-- The Camp Pendleton 

refugee center will end operations Nov. 1. The Marine 

Corps role has been primarily in support of the President's 

Interagency Task For~e, which coordinated the overall 

program and policies for the processinR, sponsorship and 

assimilation of refugees into the U.S. society. 

The close down will culminate six months of support 

during which approximately 50,000 refugees have been 

processed and released. 

During this period, the Marine Corps provided the 

services and support necessary to sustain a general 

population of over 18,000 people. This population 

center was literally constructed by the Marine Corps 

overnight providing shelter, food, medical and personal 

services for men, women and children of all ages . 

Within 24 hours following Camp Pendleton's official 

designation as a refugee center on April 29, 1975, the 

initial flow of refugees was received and provided for. 

The total support effort included the construction of 

nearly 1,500 shower units, 8,700 feet of underground 

water and sewage pipes, 12 miles of electrical wiring 

and 4 miles of primary and secondary power lines. 

Laundry has been processed at the rate of 7,100 

pieces daily. Playground and classrooms were constructed 

and food service involved the preparation of approximately 

39,000 meals daily. 

-more-
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Although this operations has not followed the traditional 

role normally assigned to an elite fighting force, the Marine 

Corps has gained valuable experience that can be applied when 

called upon to assist in future civil disasters or civilian 

evacuation operations. 

HQHC officials believe the successful accomplishment of this 

mission points out, once again, the versatility, esprit and 

"can do" attitude which have been the hallmark of Marines 

throughout the years. 

-30~ 
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SENA'l'E { REPORT 
No. 94-97 

VIETNAM HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND 
EVACUATION ACT OF 1975 

APRIL 25 (legislative day, APRIL 21), 1975.-Ordered to be printed 

Mr. SPARKMAN, from the committee of conference, 
submitted the following 

CONFERENCE REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 6096] 

The committee of conference on the disagreeing .votes of the two 
:Houses on the amendments of the Senate to the bIll (H.R. 6096) to 
authorize funds for humanitarian assistance and evacuation programs 
in Vietnam and to clarify restrictions on the availability of funds for 
the use of United States Armed Forces in Indochina, and for other 
purposes, having met, after full and free conference, have agreed to 
recommend and do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

, _. . That the House recede from its disagreement to the amendment of 
: :~,.,:' , tlle Senate to the text of the bill and agree to the same with an amend-

: -. ·:::':;:::',::-:i.< ~ment as follows: 
"i:,,~1.·~.'.'· In lieu of the matter proposed to be inserted by the Senate amend-

<r".",... .. e','. ":., ' ••.• ment insert the following: 
:.,;~:;.; That this Act may be cited as the "Vietnam Humanitarian Assistance 

,i(, ,and Evacuation Act of 1075". 
", "",,--4:(, . SiX. SZ. Funds he1'ea/te1' made available '1l'1l,de1' section 36 of the 

,:~.~:.iForeign A8sistance Act of 1974 'I1w,y be used on such termJJ and C011-

,,<~",-':~::dition..~ a8 the Pre8ident 'T/U2y deem appropriate 101' humanitar'ian 
!./., . . as8i8tance ,to and evacuation. progmms f1'07n South Vietnam 1.oithout 

. "i ;~:'t··: '. ;1;~g(lrd to thc pro-vi8ioll~ of sectim/, 3~ (a) (f), section 30 (a) (6), sec-
", '",>,:;<. tlOn .18(a) (1),07' the thll'd 8ente'nce of 8ectlOn 37(b) of 8uch Act and 
. 'E:; .. ".;,;,/notwithsta'llding any othe)' prm:igion of law, 
, . ··<:~;:L.i Sty'. 3. (a) It i8 traditional for the American people to be genero-us 

,.~ •... ",.}.,,,.,,~~,,;::.;.~and compassionate in helping the victim8 of loreign conflict8 and dis-
<l:<:;~j;: ,?a8ters. In keeping with that tmdition it shall be the ]Jolicy of the 
'i,,/:;:':iUnitelf States to pro'fide hunutnitarian a8sistance to hell) relieve the 
':~,:.:~' ,.m.tt!e":1-'I1fl of 1'efu.q~e8 and Othe1' needy people 10ho are victims of the 

. ". . ".'~y:conflwt 'ln South V wtnaln. 
. c', >(':,',: (b) LV otl/,-it}!st(lll~lhl fl any othel' 'prO'lJi.sion of la.w,in addition to 

.:: .,';' .. ' '·i,,·'amounts made a·tJalZable under section ~ of this Act. and in addition 
" . ;:".to tMse amounts otherwi8e available f01' rMsistanee to South Viet-nam, 

'''!''thel'e are authol'ized to be appropriated to the Pre8ident /0/' the fi8cal 
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yem'1975, to 1'e'lnain avaiuwle until empen.ded, S150,OO~,OOO, unde,1' 81Iflk 
terms (J,nd conditions (IS he may detel"lnUle, to 1)1'O'I!7de htww.ndm'1.an 
o.s.si.s~an~e to refug~es alld other 11CedY.lJeople 'Who are 1Jietim.ct/'lhe 
conflwt vn Sonth Vwt1wrn .• ; '. - rt:pc. .f}" 

(c) To in8ure that the humanitarian ossistmUJe pr01Jided flnde.1' t!dfr~ 
8ection is 7n'Q1;ided to refttgees and other needy people 1.vho are vwtuns 
of the conflict 'in South Yiet1wm, sllch ossistmnce sholl be l)1'ovided, to 
tite extent feaiSible. under the direction and control of inte'NUl.tional 
O1'ganizatio'ns 0/' 'IInder tIle auspices of 1)oluntary relief agencies. To th~ 
extent that .~U(;ft llS8istwUJe i8 so provided, it nwy be furnished only 
under the direct .H~pe1'1Jision ({!nd control of rep1'esentatives of sllch 
o/"go.nizotioll.y (YI' age'llcies. 

(d) Not less than ninety day8 afte?' tlle date of enactment of this 
Act a.nd not later than the end of each. ninety-day period thereafter, the 
Pre8ident 8hall tl'ammit to the Speaker of the HOU8e of Representa­
tii'es (('11d the 001n1nittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate a report 
-with. 7'e'~/)ect to humanitarian assistance provided under this Act 
desC'7'ibing fMlly and comJlletely-

(1) the amount of each; type of htNIw.nitarian a88istance; 
(B) the empected l'er:ipient8 of such a8sistance; 
(3) the names of all organizations and agencies involved in 

the distribntion of SltCh. assistance; and 
(4) the mean8 1fJitl~ 1.chich slwh distribution i8 carried ont, 

SU', 4. (a) If the President detennines that the 'U8e of United 
State8 A1'1ned F01'ces 'is necessary to e~'acuate citizens of the United 
States and theil' depelldent.~ from South Vietnam" the Pl'esident may, 
in accordance 'with. tlte p1'o7)i;;i011S of 8ubscction (b), U8e such A1"lIwd 
Forces in a mtmber and mannel' essential to and di1'ectly connected 
'with the protection of such Cnited States citizens and theil' depend­
ents 1cldle they a·re being e'L'ac·uated. I'll the wcent that such C'L'acliation 
cannot be accomplished 1citlwut iw.:oZ'lJing such Armed Forces ,in 
hostilities 01' in situatlonoS 1.cllere imminent involvement in hostilities i8 

II clearly indicated by the circumstances, such evaeuation 8hall, if fea­
sible, be accomplished in a single opemtion, Other than the minimum 
number of personnel ddennined by the President to be essential to 
carryon c/'itica.l function.'! of the United States lni8sion 01' to carl'y 
out suck eL'actlation, all suck citizen.~ 10110 are clnployed by, 01' in the 
.~el'cice of, tlte U'I1Ued Stale.s. and all sllch dependents, .shall be wnu:u­
ated as mpidly as possi.ble after the date of enactment of th-is Act. 

(b) If the President u,~es the United States Al'lIwd Forces fol' the 
purposes stated in subsection (a) 0/ this 8ection, he shall lJub1nit a 
"epO/'t on the use of"those fo/'ces ll8 I'c'lnil'cd by 8cction 4(a) of tlte 
Wal' Powcn Re80l'lltion (-including the certijic(ttion required u1ule'l' 
.~nb.section (c) oj tlli.~ 8cctioll) ((,lid shall comply 1cith all otlle1' 1'1'0-

·l"lsion.'J of that l'e80lution. 
(c) In addition to the information l'eqllil'ed under section 4(a) 01 

the War Powers Resoltttion, the Pl'esident shall also certify pur8uant 
to slbbsection (b) of that section t!tat-

(1) there ex~ted a direct and imminent threat to the live8 of 
.nwh citizcn.9 arul theh' dependents.: and 

(13) et'ery effort 1(.'OS made to terlninate the tlu'eat to such citi­
zens and theil' dependents by the use of diplomatic and any Otlle1' 
lnean8 available other than use of the Arllwd Forces; and . ""-

S.R.97 
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(3) other than 8uch e88ential per8onnel, 8uch citizem and their 
dependents are being evaouated as rapidly as p088ible. -

SKC. 5. In oarrying out the ~/)ithdrawal oj 8uch United States citizens 
and their dependents from Souih- Vietnam pursuant to 8ection 4 of 
this Act, the Pre8ident is authorized to use the United State8 Armed 
F 01'oe8 to as8i8t in bringing out-

(1) dependent8 of permane·nt re8ident8 of the United State8; 
(2) Vietname8e nationals eligible for immigration to the United 

State8 by 1'ea80n of thei?' family relationship to citizen8 of the 
United States,. and 

(3) othe1' foreign national8 to 'wh08e live8 a direot and imminent 
tM'eat exist8: 

if lu~ aete1'1nines and certifie8 in -!I)/'iting to the 00n01'e88 lJU1'8uant to 
8eet-ion 4(b) of the War Power8 Re80lution that-

(A) every effort has been nwde to terminate the threat to such 
pe1'80n8 by the U8e of diplomatio and any other mean8 available 
Ot/W1' than the use of the A-rmed F01'ee8; and 

(B) the nU1nbC1' of 8uch United State8 Armed Foroes will not 
be 1'equired beyond th08e e8sential to and di1'eotly oonl1A3cted with 
the evaouation of oitizens of the United States and their depend­
ent8; and 

(0) the duration of the use of 8uch United State8 Armedji'01'oe8 
to h08tilities will not the1'eb,7! be extended; and 

(D) 8uch eL'aouation will be confined to areas where United 
States forces are present for the purpose of protecting citizens 'of 
the United State8 and their dependent8 'while they are being 
evacuated. 

,sEC. 6, The autlwl'ity oontained in this A.ot is intended to constitute 
specific 8tatutory authorization'lcithin the meaning of 8ection 8(a) 
of the War Powers Re80lution but shall not be oonsidered 8pecifio 
8tatutory autlwrization f 07' purposes of 8ecti0118 5 (b) and (c) of the 
War PO'lVer8 Re8olution. 

,sEC. 7. Nothing contained in section 899 of Public Law 99-4f)7, seo­
tion 30 of Publio Law 93-189, section 806 of Public Law 93-155, sec­
tion 13 of Public La'lv 9.'3-1~6, section 108 of Public Law 93-5~, or any 
other comparable provision of law shall be com trued as limiting the 
availability of funds for the use of the Armed Foroes of the United 
State8 jor the evacuation program.'S autlwrized by this Act. 

,sk'c. 8. (a) The Pre8ident shall transmit each day to the ,speaker 
of the House of Representatives and the Oommittee on Fm'eign Rela.­
tiom of the Senate a report 8etting forth fuZZy and completeZy-

(1) the number of citium of the United States and their de­
pendents who left Vietnam the previous aay: including the num­
ber of Embassy personnel and private contract per80nnel among 
8'lJ..Chpersons; . 

(2) the number of such pers01'i8 renwining in South Vietnam: 
and ' 

(3) the number of Vietnamese nationals who left South Viet­
nam the prevWusday with the as8istance of the United States. 

(b) Such reports 8hall be t'l'anBm#~ed until8uch date as the ,speakB1' 
of the House of Representatives and'8uch oommittee nwy direct. Th.e 
information nwy be submitted on a confidential basi8 if ihe President 
deems it advWibk. 
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SEC. 9. Not more than four days after the date of enactment of thifJ 
Act, the President shall transmit to the Speaker of the House of Rep-
1'esentatives and the ohai'I"I'IWn and rfinking minority member8 of the 
Oommittee8 on Foreign Relatwri8, JUdiciary, and A1"nld Services of 
t7w Senate a report describing his general plan fm. the evacuation from 
Fietnam of the per80ns desoribed in seotions 4 and 5 of this Aot. 

SEC. 10. It 18 the sense of the Oongres8 that all the humanitarian aid 
provided under this Act is made -available in South Vietnam, the 
President is requested to use all appropriate diplmnatio means at hi8 
di8poso1 to obtain (1) an updated accounting of Amerians listed as 
1ni88ing in action in Southeast Asia, and (l'J) the return of the remains 
of known Amerioan dead. The President is further requested to report 
to the Oongress within 30 days after aid is made available in South­
ea.st Asia, the diplomatic actions being taleen. 

SEC. 11. No lund8 auth01ized in this Act shall be used, directly or 
indireotly, to aid the DC1rworatic RepMblio of Vietnam (DRV) or the 
PI'01:isio'l!aZ Rw/:ol1ttional"!! Government (PRG) nor shall any fund8 
alttlwl'ized 1tndm' this Act be cltanrwled th1'ou,qh 0'1' administered by 
tlte DRV orthe PRG. 

And the Senate agree to the same . 

• 

JOH;-; SPARKMAN, 
FRANK CHURCH, 
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, 
CLIFFORD P. CASE, 

J. JAVITS. 
HUGH Scm, 

jJf anagel's on the Pm't 0/ the Senate. 
THOlL\S E. MORGAN, 
CLElIEXT J. ZABLOCKI, 
'WAYNE L. HAyS, 
L. H. FOU;-;TAIN, 

DANTE F ASCELL, "r l\I. BROOl\IFIELD, 
EDWARD .J. DERWINSKI, 

M anage1'8 on the Part of the H OU8e, 
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.TOINT EXPLANATORY STATEMENT OF THE COMMITTEE 
OF CONFERENCE 

The managers on the part of the House and the Senate at the con­
ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the amendments 
of the Senate to the bill H.R. 6096, t.he Vietnam Humanitarian Assist­
ance and Evacuation Act of 1975, submit the following joint statement 

·to the House and .the Senate in explanation of the effect of the action 
agreed.upon by the' managers and recommended in the accompanying 
conference report: 

The Committee of Conference recommends that the House recede 
from its disagreement to the amendment of the Senate to the text of 

. the :biH with 'an amendment which is a substitute for both the text 
of the Housebill-and the Senate amendment thereto. 

Except for clarifying, clerical, and necessary conforming changp.s, 
Jhe differences between the two Houses a,nd the adjustments made in 
the'committee of conference are noted below. 

• 
SHORT TITLE 

-The 'House bill contained a short title which cited the Act as the 
"Vietnam·Humanitarian Assistance and Evacuation Act of 1975". 

The Senatwamendment contained a short title which cited the Act as 
the' "Vietnam Contingency Act of 1975". 

The Senate receded. 

FUNDING AUTHORIZATION 

"The ,House bill authorized the-appropriation of $150 million for 
. fiscal year 1975 for humanitarian assistance to· and evacuation pro­

grams from South Vietnam. The House version also authorized the use 
of Indochina economic aid funds previously authorized under the For­
eign Assistance Act of 1974, for humanitarian purposes without regard 
to the-restrictions of sections 36(a) (1), 36(a) (6), 37(b) (third sen­
tence).and,38(a) (1). 

The Senate amendment authorized the appropriation of $100 million 
for fiscal year 1975 for humanitarian and withdrawal purposes and 

. .. waived alLthe provisions of sections 36 and 38. 
In addition the Senate:version established a policy to provide hu­

lmanitarian-aid for-war victims throughout all of South Vietnam and 
. Cambodia"to,be provided:through channels acceptable to all parties; 
and authorized the appropriation of'$150 million for fiscal year 1975 

.. for humanitarian assistance to refugees and other victims of the con­
'. flicts in South Vietnam and Cambodia, to be furnished under the direc­
, tion.and control of the UN or under the auspices of other international 
organizations, international agreements, Or voluntary agencies, to be 
,distributed"onlY' under the direct supervision and control of repre­
, sentatives of such organizations and agencies. 

(5) 
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The Senate amendment also required the President to report to the 
Congress every 90 days (A) the amount of each type of economic as­
sistance provided under the bill, (B-1 the expected recipients, (C) the 
distributing agencies, and (D) the means of distribution. 

The committee of conference agreed to authorize the use of Indo­
china economic aid funds previously authorized under the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1974, but not yet appropriated, for humanitarian 
assistance to, and evacuation programs from, South Vietnam without 
regard to the funding limitations set in Section 36 (a) (1), sections 
36(a) (6), section 38(a) (1), or the third sentence· of section 37(b) of 
such Act. 

The committee of conference also agreed to a new authorization of 
appropriations of $150 million for humanitarian assistance in South 
Vietnam. It is the intent of the committee of conference that funds 
made available under this section be available to administer these 
humanitarian programs for victims of the conflict, wherever they may 
be located. 

It is the intention of the conference that such programs be carried 
out under the direction and control of international organizations and 
voluntary relief agencies, located in the United States and abroad, to 
the extent feasible. In order to insure that assistance so 'provided is 
actually delivered to refugees and others in need, the sectIon requires 
that the assistance only be furnished under the direct supervision and 
control of representatIves of the international organizations and vol­
untary agencies. The Conferees expect the Executive Branch to make 
every reasonable effort to involve these organizations and agencies 
in this humanitarian effort. Finally, the section requires quarterly 
reports to the Congress which would describe the amount and nature 
of the assistance provided by the Act, the expected recipients, the or­
ganizations and agencies involved in the distribution of the assistance, 
and the means by which the assistance is distributed. This reporting 
requirement should not be construed to require the imposition of ad­
ditional U.S. Government inspections and audits on the distributing 
agencies and organizations, if such requirements would substantially 
impede or diminish the involvement of these agencies and organiza­
tions in the programs authorized by this section. 

The Conferees have deleted the provisions in the Senate bill author­
izing humanitarian assistance to refugees and war victims in Cambodia 
and a provision relative to Public Law 480 food assistance to Cambodia 
solely because the retention of these provisions of the Senate version 
would lUlvc subjected the Conference report to a point of order under 
the House rules. The managers of both the House and Senate are 
a\vare that under existing law food assistance fol' humanitarian pur­
poses can be supplied to needy people in Cambodia and urge that 
Executive Branch officials giye contmuing consideration to requests 
for food and other assistance from international organizations and 
\'oluntary relief agencies to the extent such assistance may be provided 
under existing law'. As to Cambodian refugees who have fled from 
Cambodia, the Conferees expect that the United States will provide 
appropriate assistance to those refugees through international 01'­

g::mizations and voluntary agencies through whatever authority and 
funds that are available for such purposes, ind uding the Migration and 
Refugee Assistance Act. 
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he \\ There is no £Undin~ authorization in this Act for military assistance 
lS- programs in South Vietnam. 
.he 0 

AUTHORIZATION OF USE OF UNITED STAns ARMED FORCES FOR EVACUATION 
10- PROGRAMS IN VIETNAM 
gn 

The House bill had no express authorization for the use of United an 
mt States Armed Forces but defined "evacuation" as-one "without the use 
)DS of military force, if possible, but should it become necessary and essen-
of tiaI, with the minimum use of necessary force" to remove the categories 

,. described in the House bill. 
of 'I The Senate amendment authorized the President to use United 

Ith States Armed Forces to assist in withdrawing Americans and their 
.ds /1 dependents and endangered forei~ nationals, and placed limitations 
"lse " 011 the use of those forces. If feaslble, a single operation was required 
ay where imminent involvement in hostilities was indicated. . ' 

The House receded. It is the intention of the Committee of Confer-
,:' ." 

.', , ..•. ;. 
';. 

jed ence that references in the conference report to the use of the United 
,nd States Armed Forces are not intended to relate to the normal logistics .'-0' 

to lwd related services which may be performed by the Department of 
, is Defense, using military personnel in a non-combat situation, on a reim- ,',. , , 
res f bursable basis under the Foreign Assistance Act and other laws. 
nd • "01- • ,~ REPORTING m:QCIRE)IENTS REGARDING nSE OF AR:;\IED FORCES IN CONNEC-

tke \' TION WITH EL\C'CATIOX OF A:;\IERICANS AXD THEIR DEPENDENTS " nes 
The House bill did not refer to the provisions of section 4 of the rly, 

Ul'S 'Val' Powers Resolution which require that the President submit re-
Ot- ports to the Congress in connection with the introduction of U.S. 
lCe, combat forces into a foreign country or the introduction of forces into 
ing a situation involving actual or imminent hostilities, 
ad- The Senate amendment required that if it is essential to employ the 
ing Armed Forces in withdrawal operations~ n report be filed as required 
Jly by Section 4 of the 'Val' Powers Resolution, and that that report 
za- certifies: 

1. That a direct and imminent threat exists to the li,"es of U.S. 
101'- citizens and their dependents; 
dill 2. That every effort was made to terminate the threat by means 
dia" other than the use of forces: and 
-ion 3. That, with the exception of essential personnel, such citizens 
,del' and their dependents are being evacuated as rapidly as possible. 
are The House receded. 

>ur- II 
:hat. EVACUATION OF FOREIGN NATIONALS 

ests The House bill authorized the use of minimum necessary force to :md .~ f; .-

ded 
~ evacuate, in addition to American citizens, their dependents, Viet- ' , 

" 
" 

:oni namese nationals eligible fol' immigration to the United States by 
,ide reasons of their relationships to American citizens, and other foreign 

nationals "to whose lives a direct and imminent threat exists". Mili- ", 
or- tary force employed for this last purpose may not exceed that neces-

' -. '" .~. " . 
and ,;.,~:.<.~" 

and sary to carry out the evacuation of the three categories of persons. The 

'" 
House bill also stipulated that the authority with respect to the last 

1:' • 

~ 
\ 
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category does not extend to any action or conduct not sesential to·effec:.. 
tuate and protect the evacution of the persons referred to above. 

The Senate Amendment authorized the President to use Armed 
Forces to assist in bringing out endangere<J foreign nationals if he 
certifies, pursuant to section 4 (b) of the War Powers Resolution, that: 

1. Every' effort has been made to terminate the threat by other 
than military force; 

2. A direct and imminent threat exists to the lives of such 
individuals; 

3. The ·number·of American forces used to evacuate foreign na­
tionals wilL not be greater than those essential'to and directly con­
nected with a withdrawal of American citizens; 

4. The .duration of the use of such forces will not be extended; 
and 

5. The withdrawal will be confined to areas where U.S. Forces 
.are present for the purpose of protecting Americans while they 
are being withdrawn. 

The conference report adopts the authorities and' restrictions pro­
vided in·the Senate version but adopts the definition of foreign na­

. tionals.eligible for evacuation under the Act'which was part of the 
House version. 

.WAR POWERS RESOLUTION 

The differe'lUJe 
The House bill stated that nothing in this Act is to be construed in 

derogation of the War Powers .Resolution or to constitute a specific 
. authorization .for the use of Armed Forces within the meaning of sec­
tions 5 (b ) and (c) of such Resolution. 

The-Senate amendment stated that the authoritv of' this Act is 
intended to constitute specific· authorization within the meaning of sec­
tion 8 fa) of the War Powers Resolution and is not a specific'authoriza­
tion for the purpose of section 5 (c) of such ResolutIon, and re~uired 
the removal of such forces by concurrent.resolution.if Congress dIrects. 

The conference report provides that the authority contained in the 
Act is .intended to constitute specific statutory authorization within 
the meaning of section Sea) of the War Powers Resolution·but shall 
not be consIdered specific statutory authorization .for the purposes of 
sections 5 (b) and (c) of the War Powers Resolution. This reference 
incorporates the time limitations and termination procedure of section 
5(b) of the War Powers Resolution and requires that such forces be 
removed by the President if the Congress so directs by concurrent reso-
lution under section 5 (c) of the Resolution. . 

WAIVER OF PROHmITIONs ON THE uSE OF FUXDS FOR THE USE OF U.S • 
. FORCES IX EVACUATION 

The House bill waived prohibitions on the use of-funds for combat 
activities in Vietnam, in 5 public laws, section 839 of Public Law 93-
437, section 30 of Public Law 93-189, section 806 of Public Law 93-155, 
section 13 of Public Law 93-126, section HJ8 of. Public Law'93-52 and 
the precautionary phrase, "or- allyothel' comparable provision of law" 
to the extent necessary for. the evacuationprograms,authorized:in·that 
bill'. 
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The Senate amendment waived the same five prohibitions,plus sec­
tion 741 of Public Law 93-238, and section 307 of Public Law 93-50, 
"only to the extent necessary" to use U.S. armed forces to withdraw 
U.S. citizens and their dependents from South Vietnam. The Se,nate 
n,mendment did not contain the precautionary phrase "or any other 
comparable provision of law." 

The Senate receded. 

DAILY WITHDRAWAL REPORT 

The Housr. bill contained no provision requiring a daily withdrawal 
report. 

The Senate amendment required a daily report to the Speaker and 
to the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, as long as the recipi­
ents desire such reports, on the numbers of Americans and dependents 
who left Vietnam the previous day, broken down by government and 
private contract persOlmel. The number remaining in South Vietnam, 
and the number of South Vietnamese who left South Vietnam the 
previous day with U.S. assistance. 

The House receded. 
WITHORA WAL PLAN 

The Senate amendment required the President to submit, within 48 
hours of enactment, a report to the Speaker and to the Chairman and 
ranking minority members of Senate Foreign Relations, .Tudiciary 
and Armed Services Committees a report describing his general plan 
for withdrawal of U.S. citizens and their dependents and for with­
drawal of endangered foreign nationals. 

The House bill contained no provision requiring the submission to 
the Congress of a withdrawal plan. 

The House receded! with an amendment extending the time period 
within which a report is required from 48 hours to 4 days. 

MISSING IN ACTION REPORT 

The House bill contained a sense of the Congress provision request­
ing that, as humanitarian assistance is being made available to South 
Vietnam, the President use all appropriate dIplomatic means to obtain: 

1. An updated accounting of Americans missing in action; and 
2. The return of the remains of known American dead. 

The House bill further requests that within 30 days after aid is 
made available in Southeast Asia, the President report to the Congress 
the diplomatic actions being taken. 

The Senate amendment contained no comparable provision. 
The Senate receded. 

PROHIBITIOX ox ASSISTAXCE 

The House biB prohibited the use of funds authorized in this Act 
to aid, directly or in?~rectly, .the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
(DRV) or the PrOVISIOnal Revolutionary Government (PRG) or 
the channeling 01' administration of funds by the DRV or the PRG. 

The Senate amendm,ent contained no comparable provision. 
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The Senate receded, with an understanding that the provision is not 
intended to prohibit assistance to refugees and other needy people who 
are victims of the conflict located in the territories controlled by these 
entities, if such assistance is channeled through and dircctly admi.ni­
stered by internat.ional organizations or private voluntary agenCIeS, 
and public facilities (for transportation, etc.) are only used in a 
manner that is similar to the common practice of these agencies and 
organizations in noncommunist territories. 

EV,\CF.\TIOX (.F DESERTERS FROlf THE u.S. MILITARY 

The House bill contained no provision relating to the evacuation of 
deserters from the U.S. militarv. 

The Senate amendment contained a provision which expressed the 
sense of Congress that the United States not abandon in Vietnam 
deserters from the U.S. military who remain in that country, but 
that upon their return to the IJnited States they be turned. over to 
proper authorities for prosecution in accordancc with the law. 

The Senate receded, with the understanding that the provision 
would have been subject to a point of order in the House. 

RESGlSSIOX OF PROVISIOXS THROUGH COX CURRENT RESOL(;TION 

The House bill provided that any provisions of the bill may be 
rescinded by the Congress through concurrent resolution. 

The Senate amendment contained no comparable provision. 
The House receded, because the Committee of conference believed 

that the safeguards contained in section 5, concerning the 'Val' Powers 
Resolution, made the provision unnecessary. . 

DELIVERY OF PUBLIC LAW 480 SHIPlIEX'fS TO CAMBonIA 

The House bill did not contain a provision relating to delivery 
of Potlblic Law 480 shipments to Cambodia. 

The Senate amendment required Public Law 480 food shipments 
scheduled for delivery to Cambodia OIl or before the date of enactment 
of this bill to be delivered to Cambodia through international chan­
nels, provided that the assistance is requested by the Cambodian 
Government. 

The Senate receded. 

}'IXDIN'G OF COxGRESS ON NORTH "IETX~\)IESE AND VIETCONG VIOLATION 

OF PARIS PEACE AGrtEElIENT 

The House bill stated the finding of the Congress that this bill is 
made necessary by North Vietnamese and Vietcong militnry aggression 
in flagrant violation of the Paris Peace Agreement. 

The Senate amendment contained 110 comparable provision. 
The House receded. The committee of conference believes that a for­

mal assessment of blame could IUlye undesirable consequences with re­
spect to the overall objectiyes of the Act and~ specifically, with respect 
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to obtaining info.rmation about Americans listed as missing in action 
in Southeast Asia and the return of the remains of known American 
dead. 

.JOHN SPARKMAN, 
FRANK CUURCH, 
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY. 
Cr,IFFORD p, CASE, ' 

J. K. JAVITS, 
. HUGH SCOTT, 

M (mage)' on the Part of the Senate. 
THmIAS E. ~IORGAN, 
CI,EMEXT J. ZABLOCKI, 
WAYNE L. HAYS, 

L. H. FOUXTAIX, 
DANTI~ F ASCELL, 

WM. BROOJlIFIELD, 
Enw ARD .J. DERWINSKI, 

Managers on the Part of the Senate. 
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94TH CONGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
1st Session No. 94-155 

VIETNAM HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND 
EVACUATION ACT OF 1975 

APRIL 18, 1975.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union and ordered to be printed 

p~l;ted States. C'ongre'SSe-'-~ House_ 
Mr. MORGAN, from the(Committee on International Relations~ 

submitted the following 

REPORT 
together with 

DISSENTING, :MINORITY, AND ADDITIONAL VIEWS 

[To accompany H.B. 6096] 

The Committee on International Relations, to whom was referred 
,the bill (H.R. 6096) to authorize funds for humanitarian assistance 

, .:and evacuation programs in Vietnam and to clarify restrictions on the 
availability of funds for the use of United States Armed Forces in 

.,., ':-Indochina, and for other purposes, having considered the same, re­
,<~;port favorably thereon with amendments and recommend that the 

, ;o~,,": :y:'bilI do pass . 
':.;~F.,;Ki The amendments are as follows: 
, ,: ::c,:,;- , , 1. Page 2, line 12, after "possible," insert the following: "without 
'. ,'.:; ';the use of military force, if possible, but should it become necessary 

f'~'and essential,". 
2. Page 2, immediately after line 24, add the following: 

The authority granted by this section shall not permit or 
extend to any action or conduct not essential to effectuate and 
protect the evacuation referred to in this section. 

3. Page 3, line 7, insert after "38 (a) (1) " the following: "and in the 
third sentence of subsection 37 (b) ". 

BACKGROmro 

On March 4. 1975. the North Vietnamese and their allies in South 
'~.vietnam. the Viet.cong, opened a major assault in the Central High­

lands of Vietnam in flawant violation of the Paris Peace Accords of 
1973. In the ensuing days the Government of South Vietnam retreated 
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from large portions of its territory while its forces were und~i 2fack 
by the other side. Uncounted numbers of South Vietnamese citizens 
fled before the Communist offensive and it is estimated that between 
500~OOO and 1 million new refugees urc now present in areas contrQIled 
by the Government of South Vietnam. l"ept'" v:~ 

At present a crisis situation prevails in South Vietnam. The f!iN~ 
emment of that beleaguered country is attempting to stabilize the 
situation but it has been weakened and demoralized bv the recent re­
verses. Its efforts are being complicated by the need to feed, clothe and 
shelter hundreds of thousands of displaced persons. The fliture of the 
country and its government are, at best, lIDcertain. " 

.In the current emergency situation there are two clear priorities: 
First. to permit plans to go forward for the evacuation of thousands 

of American citizens and their dependents who are now residing in 
South Vietnam: 

Second, to provide immediate humanitarian assistance to the hun­
dr'eds of thousands of men, women and children who have been up­
rooted and made destitute as a result of the fighting. 

It is becltuse of these harsh realities that this legislation has been 
formulated and reported by the Committee. 

COM~nTTEE ACTION 

On April 14, 1975, the President sent to the Congress three bills re­
lating to the current situation in Vietnam. Two of the bills were intro­
duced by request the following day by Chairman Morgan and were 
referred to the Committee on International Relations. 

One of the bills, H.R. 5960, dealt with the. availability of funds 
for the lISC of U.S. Armed Forces to carry Ollt e,·ltcnation from South 
Vietnam. The other bill. H.R. 5961. dealt with additional economic 
assistance for South Vietnam. . 

The bills were proposed by the President in order to cany ont his 
proposals ;'ith respect to South Vietnam presented in his State of the 
World message to a joint session of Congress on April 10. 

The Committee had previously begun a series of hearings and brief­
ings on the situation in South Vietnam. On Mar'ch 26, the Special 
Subcommittee on Investigations, chaired by Mr. Hamilton. received 
1\ briefing in executive session on the political and military situation in 
South Vietnam from Maj. Charles Campbell, Chief, Vietnam Section, 
Southeast Asia Military Capabilities Branch,Defense Intelligence 
Agency, and Robert \Venzel, Dil·eetor. Vietnam Task Force, Depart­
ment of State. 

On April 9, the full Committee received a briefing on the refugee 
situation in South Vietnam frolll Hall. Daniel Parker. Administrator 
of the Agency fOl' International Dewlopment; Leonard F. 'Vaknty­
nowicz, Administrator, BlIl'eall of Security and Consular Affairs, 
Department of State; and Frank L. Kellogg, Special Assistant to the 
SecI'etary of State. for Refugee and Migration Affairs. The same day. 
the full Committee was bl'iilfed in ('xecuti ve session on the political 
and military situation in South Vietnam by HOIl. Philip Habib, 
Assistant Secretary of State for East Asiall and Pacific Affairs, and 
Gen. Frederick C. Weyand, Chief of Staff, United States Army, who 
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had just returned from Vietnam where he was sent by the President to 
assess the military-situation. 

On April 14, the Special Subcommittee on Investigations met again 
on the Vietnam emergency. The wit.nesses were Assistant Secretary 
Habib and Arthur Z. Gardiner. Assistant Administrator for East 
Asia, Agency for International Diwelopment. 

On April 15, AID Administrator Parker and. Garnett A. Zim­
merly, Deputy Assistant Administrator for East Asia, Agency for 
International Development, appeared before the full Committee on 
behalf of the President's proposal to authorize additional economic 
assistance for South Vietnam. 

On April 16, the Special Subcommittee on Investigations had a 
briefing on the situation in Vietnam from William A. Christison, 
National Intelligence Officer, Southeast Asia, Central Intelligens:e 
Agency. In addition, the full Committee held a hearing on the Presi­
dent's proposal with respect to legal restrictions on use of United 
States forces for evacuation of personnel from Vietnam. The witnesses 
were the Honorable Les Aspin, Assistant Secretary Habib, and Mon­
roe Leigh, Legal Ad"iser, Department of State. The hearing was 
followed by an examination of various evacuation contingencies in 
an executive session. 

Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger also appeared before the 
Committee on the situation in Indochina on April 18 bot1t' in open 
and in executive sessions. 

At a Committee markup session on April 17. a draft proposal com­
bining the purpos(>S of both R.R. f)960 and R.R. 5961--eyacuation and 
humanitarian assistance-was put forward by the Chainnan and was 
accepted as a working. document by the Committee. The same day the 
Chairman introduced the proposal in the Honse as R.R. 6096 . 

The Committee considered both the President's requests and n.R. 
60913 in morning and afternoon open markup sessions which lasted 
more than 6 hours. During the markup. the Committee debated and 
carefully considered 19 amendments which dealt ,,,ith a wide range 
of alternatives for a U.S. response to the emerg-ency in South Vietnall1. 
Of these, three were adopted. Upon completion of the markup. the 
Committee ordered the bill, as amended, favorably reported by a 
vote of 18 to 7. 

PRINCIPAL PURPOSES OF' TH}: BILL 

The principal purposes of the bill are several: 
1. It authorizes an appropriation of not to exceed $150 million 

to the President for humanitarian assistance in. and evacuat.ion 
from. South Vietnam. 

2. It modifies five specific provisions of law barring the use of 
funds for the reintroduction of U.S. Armed Forces into Indo­
china hostilities in order to permit the lise of such forces. under 
clearly limit£>d and specified conditions. to effect a humanitarian 
evacuation of American citizens, their dependents. and certain 
other limited categories of persons. 

3. It lifts donal' ceilings and other restrictions in the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1974 relating to S011th Vietnam. This will per­
mit $177 million in funds already authorized for Indochina post-
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war reconstruction but not yet appropriated to be used for 
humanitarian purposes in Vietnam. It will also permit reprogram­
ing for humanitarian purposes for South Vietnam or Indochina 
funds already appropriated but l:ot spent in Cambodia and South 
Vietnam. 

HUMANITARIAX ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES 

Of,ythe $150 million authorized to be appropriated in section 2, $73 
million is intended for humanitarian assistance for South ,vietnamese 
refugees. ·When added to funds previously authorized but not appro­
priated for Indochina postwar reconstruction, this authorization 
would make available, subject to the appropriations process, the full 
$250 million requested by the President for emergency humanitarian 
assistance to South Vietnam. 

There are between 500,000 and one million new refugees,in the terri­
tory of South Vietnam controlled by the Government of the Republic 
of South Vietnam. The vast majority of them have come from the 
northern and central parts of South Vietnam which were recently 
taken over by North VIetnamese and Vietcong forces. Their needs are 
basic: they need food, shelter, medical care, and clothing. 

Officials of the Agency for International Development, in testimony 
before the Committee, have indicated the priority programs which 
would be funded with the authorizations provided in thIS bill. 

A first priority is the emergency transportation of refugees to tem­
porary sites within South Vietnam. Estimated cost is $10 million. 

A second priority is the care of the refugees. That involves four 
broad categories of assistance: 

1. Temporary refugee sites must be developed and constructed. 
AID sees the need for nine sites on the mainland, capable of ac­
commodating 100,000 persons each, and one on the island of Phu 
Quoc. Costs of each site are estimated at $10 million. 

2. I&fugee relief allowances and camp operation costs are esti­
mated at roughly $10 per person per month. This will enable the 
refugees to buy food to sup(>lement their rice ration, charcoal with 
which to cook, and cloth for clothing. The total cost for this 6 
months is set at $60 million. 

3. Work programs to keep some of the refugees productively 
engaged also are planned. This will permit at least one family 
member to have a small amount of additional income. AID esti­
mates that some 200,000 people would be so employed at $1 per 
day, or $30 million for 6 months. 

4. Relief and resettlement teams composed of voluntary agency 
personnel will be employed when the security situation stabilizes 
sufficiently to allow staff to operate with a degree of safety. Their 
contribution will be the provision of doctors, nurses, medical as­
sistants and other persons in support and advisory roles. A total 
of $12 million is planned for those teams. 

The above outlined pr~gram is tentative. The objectijVe of helping 
the refugees is clear. The ways of implementing that objective will be 
shaped by the changing conditions in South Vietnam. . 
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EV,\C{7ATION COSTS 

The authorization contained in section 2 of the bill provides uJ? to 
$77 million for civilian eyacuation from South Vietnam of Umted 
States citizens, their dependents, the drpendents of permanent resi­
dents of the United States, and certain other persons specified in sec­
tion 4. 

The President. had not requested this authorization. The Committee, 
in the course of t.he hearings and briefings on the situation in Sou~h 
Vietnam, became aware of the fact that no funds are currently avaIl­
able for certain costs ronnect('d with civilian e\'acuation from South 
Vietnam. For example. the cost of evacuating South Vietnamese 
orphans has already exceeded funds available for that purpose. 

The Committee is strong!} of the opinion that resonrces necess~ry 
to carry out prompt and safe evacuation of the categories of persons 
listed in sectIOn 4 should be made ayailable to the executive branch. 
There is no way at present to estimate the exact amount of funds that 
will be required for t.his purpose. Those decisions can be made by the 
Congress through the appropriations pmcess aIHI by the Executive as 
the situation unfolds in South Vietnam. In the meantime, however, 
some type of a basic authorization is needed. 

In recommending the authorization contained in this bill, the Com­
mittee thought. it wise to take into account the many contingencies 
t,hat could arise in a rapidly deteriorating sitnation. Too little and too 
late evacuation funding could result. in hardship, even tragedv, for 
Americans, their dependents, and others. . • 

The Committee adopted three amendments to the bill introduced bv 
the Chairman, as follows: • 

Limitation on use of milita'FIJ force 
Section 4 defined evacuation as the removal of certain persons to 

places of safet.y with the minimum use of necessary force. The Com­
mittee amendment adds language to emphasize that the evacuation 
should be carried out "without the use of military force, if possible" but 
if "it becomes necessary and essentia 1" then it should be carried on 
"with the minimum usC of necessary force." The evacuation is not. 
thel-efore, to be a cover for other mi'litary activities. ' 

Limitation· on authority 
Section 4 provides and defines the authority for United States 

Armed Forces ,to ,carry, out the evacuation of certain persons. The 
Committ~e"amendment limits the authority further to action or con­
duct "essential to effectuate and protect the evacuation referred to in 
this section" only. This languag-e emphasizes once again the limited 
scope of an evacuation and of any potential U.S. military involvement 
in it. 

A vailability of /ore1'r/n assistance funds fol' adoption8 
Section 6, which lifts some of the ceilings contained in sections 3fi 

and 38 of the Foreign Assistance Act of U)74, was amended to include 
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the third sentence of section 37 (b) of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1074. This will lift the funding restriction currently in the law which 
limited assistance, including t.ransportation expenses, that can be fur­
nished on behalf of South Vietnamese children adopted by United 
States citizens; 

While the Committee bill was occasioned by the urgent request made 
by the President in his April 10 speech to Congress, it contains sig­
nificant improvements upon the legislati\'e proposals which the execu­
tive branch submitted to the Congress. 

1. The bill provide8 fund8 for humanitarian a88i8tance to refugee8 
and fO'l' an eV«mUJ,tUm in a single bill. 

The executive branch asked for separate legislation for humani­
tarian assistance for refugees and for a humanitarian evacuation of 
Americans and o~hers from South Vietnam . 

The Committee bill joins both objectives in a single fund, so that 
money not required for evacuation purposes may be used to feed, 
house and clothe war victims. 

2. It strictly limits tlw categories of individuals for whom an evacu­
ation may be undertaken. 

The Executive Branch proposal would ha.ve removed the restric­
tions on the use of funds for the purpose of employing United States 
Armed Forces, under conditions involving hostilities, in the evacua­
tion of personnel from South Vietnam without limiting the categories 
of persons eligible for such evacuation. ° 

The CommIttee bill limits the categories of persons to be evacuated 
to four: 

First and foremost, American citizens; 
Second, dependents of American citizens and of permanent 

reside9ts of the United States; 
Third, Vietnamese nationals eligible for immigration to the 

United States by reason of their family relationships to American 
citizens; and 

Fourth, third country nationals and Vietnamese whose lives 
are in imminent a.nd dlrect danger, but only to the extent that 
they can be removed without the introduction of force additional 
to the requirements of an evacuation of persons in the first three 
categories. 

3. It makes clear that °U88 of United States A7'med Forces in a:n 
evacuation is to be a last re8ort. 

The executive branch proposals would have s:riven the President 
wide leeway in the use of United States Armed Forces in an evacua­
tion without 9ualification. 

The CommIttee bill makes clear that the use of force in undertaking 
an evacuation is to be a last resort, and that if force is used, it should 
be kept to a minimum necessary to effect the withdrawal. 
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No MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROVIDED 

The. funds authorized by thig legislation are to be used for two 
purposes only-bo~h essentially humanitarian in na~UI'e : . 

An eYllCUlltlon of persons from the. war zone III South Vletnam; 
and 

Care of refugees created bv a war situation. 
None of the funds authol'izecf in the legislation may be used for 

military Pl\I'pos('s rithpJ' by the South Vietnamese or by OUI' own U.S. 
Armed Forces. 

The bill does. howeyer. modify cHtnin prm'isions of the law to per­
mit funds available to the Gove~rnment to be used for the single, nar­
row purpose of safegnuI'Iling nn eyacnation from South Vietnarn­
and for that purpose only. 

In "'aiving the seyernl proyisions of law which prohibit the use of 
funds to support the use of l~.S. Armed Forces in Indochina. the. 
Committee intends that any funds will be used solely to finance the 
operations of such minimum forces as may be necessu'ry and essential 
to effectuate the evacuation from South Vietnam of the limited cate­
gories of persons eligible for evacuation under this hill. 

TherefoJ'e. the Committee urgrs the President to reduce the number 
of individuals to be e\'acuated as rapidly as possible so as to minimize 
the possibility that military fon:e will be required to accomplish the 
evacuation. 

LIl\IITATIOXR ON USE OF U.S. ARlIIED FORGF..8 IN AN EVACUATION 

The bill does not provide any funds for militarv use in an evacua­
tion from Vietnam. It does~ ho,,:ever. free up certain other funds which 
might be used for that purpose. At the Same time, the legislation con­
tains specific limitations on how the use of force in an evacuation 
must be carried out. They include: 

(1) A clear state"mentthat any evacuation in Vietnam is to be 
carried out without the use of military force~ so far as possible. 

(2) If force ultimately is required~ it should be the minimum 
necessary to accomplish the evacuation-and evacuation only. 

(3) The legislation clearly states that no authority is given for 
any military action on conduct not essp.!ltial to effectuate and pro­
tect the evacuation. 

( 4) The evacuation is limited to four carefully delineated 
groups of people;:Three of them involve Americans, thei!' depend­
ents or their relatives. 

(5) A fourth-category of potential evacuees, Vietnamese in 
danger of their lives, has been sharply limited to those who can 
be removed withou,t additi.cmal U8e of force needed to evacuate 
Americans, their dependents. and relatives. 

(6) Any evacuation would be subject to the provisions of the. 
'Val' Powers Resolution,including a requirement for prior COll-
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sultation with Congress, a detailed report, and an automatic cutoff 
of activitie~ after 60 days. (The admini~tration has assured the 
committee that :my emergency evacuatIon would be complet.ed 
within a f~w days.) 

(7) The1bill contains a provision which permits the Congress 
to "cscind ;any or all of its provisions by t.he passage of a veto­
proof con(wrrent resolution. The 'Vlll" Powers ResolutIon con­
tains a similar concurrent resolution authority which could be 
used to cu~off U.S. palticipation in any hostilities which might 
result. I 

I COSTS ESTUlATE 
i 

Pursuant to 'clause 7 of Rule XIII of the House Rules, the ,Com­
mittee has eXalhined the requests submitted by the President to carry 
out the humanital'ian and evacuation programs authorized by this bill. 
It has made adjustments in the requests and recommends $150 million. 

Since the funds authorized by this bill are for a one-time emergency 
the Committeeidoes not expect any additional authorizations will be 
required. 

STATEMENT REQUIRED BY RULE XI (l) (3) OF HOUSE RULES 

Pursuant to'the requirements of Rule XI(I) (3) of the Rules of 
the Hous(~ of Repl'esentathoes, t.he followinl! statements are made: 

(A) Over8'ight findings and recommendati{}1!8.-Because this is 
emergency legislation no oversight findings and recommendations 
were made. Hbwever~ the Special Subcommittee on Investigations 
currently is c;onducting an in-depth review of U.S. policies in 
Indochina. ; 

(B) Oongressional Budget Act section 308(a) requirement.-This 
measure proviqes for $150 million in new bUll~et nuthorit~o. 

(0) OongrMswnaZ Budget Offiee estimate and comparison.-No esti­
mate and ~omr>arison pl'cpal'ed by the Director of the Congressional 
Budget Office under section 403 of the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974 has been received by the Committee. 

(D) 001n1nittee ()n (}()·vernment Operati01!8 8ummwry.-No over­
sight findings ~nd recommendations haye been recehoed which relate 
to this measure from the Committee on Government Operations under 
clause 2(b) (2)!of Rule X. 

: INFLATIONARY hIPACT STATEMENT 
J 

T!li? le~isla~~on pr~)Vides one-time ~mel"J!;ency assistance to cope with 
:t cnslS SItuatIon whIch currently eXISts III South Vietnam. It has 110 
specifically ide~tifiable inflationary impact. 

SECTlON-nY-Sl:(~TlOX ANALYSIS 

Seeti~'I/. I.-Section 1 establishes title of bill as "Vietnam Humani­
tarian Assistance and Evacuation Act of 1975". 

I 
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Section ~.-Section 2 authorizes the appropriation of $150 million 
for humanitarian assistance programs in South Vietnam and for 
eyacuation of certain categories of individuals fmm that countryo 

Of the funds provided in this section, $73 million, together with the 
funds previously authorized but. unappropriated and referred to in 
section 6 of this bill, is intl'nded to cover costs in the humanitarian 
assistance program requested by the President.. The remaining $77 mil­
lion is intended to be available for nonmilitary expenditures associated 
with t.he e\Oacllat.ion. including such costs as haye heen incurred in the 
transportation of South Vietnamese orphans to the United States. 

Subject to the limitations contain~d 1Il other provisions of the bill, 
it is the intent of the Committee to make available to the President 
the authorities of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended" 
and of other relevant Federal statutes in carTying out the humani­
tarian projects presented by the Administroation and in making funds 
available to meet the costs of inoacuation and the immediate needs of 
the evacuees. (These authorities include contracting, travel and ad­
ministrative authorities, and the authority to carry out projects 
through the auspices of voluntary agencies and international organi­
zations such as the International Committee of the Red Crosso) 

The Committee recognizes that the situation in South Vietnam is 
changing rapidly and believes that the President should have a ~eason­
able degree of flexibility to me.et such contingencies as may arise. The 
Committee is not adverse to changes in the tentative, program pre­
sented to the Congress so long as the projects are of a humanitarian 
nature and consistent with the intent of this bill. It is the Committee's 
intent, however, that any funds used for evacuation purposes be used 
only for immediate~ short-term, requirements. 

The Committee expects the' executive branch to maintain a con­
tinuons dialogue with the Congress on uses and proposed nses of the 
funds made available by this section. The Committee notes that the 
Congress retains the power to rescind any of the provisions of this bill 
by concurrent resolution . 
• Section 3.-Section 3 assures that the provisions of law which re­

strict the use of funds for the use of United States Armed Forces in 
Indochina will not impede the specific evacuation authorized by this 
hill. Section 3 is not a blanket waiver for t.he use of American forces 
in Indochina. The use of such forces is carefully limited and circum-
scribed in sections 4 and 5 of this bill ° " 

Section 3 waives the following five specific provisions of law which 
otherwise might limit the President's authority to use appropriated 
funds to effectuate and insure the safe evacuation of persons described 
in section 4 of this bill : 

1. Section 839-Department of Defense Appropriations Act of 1975 
(Public Law 93-437) enacted October-8. 1974. 

SEC. 839. None of the funds herein appropriated may be 
obligated or expended to finance directly or indirectly combat 
activities by United'States military forces in or over or from 
off the shores of North Vietnam. South Vietnam. Laos. or 
Cambodia. ' , 
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2. Section 30-Foreign Assistance Act of 1973' (Public Law 93-189) 
enacted December 17,1973. 

SEC. 30~ No funds authorized or appropriated under this or 
any other law may be expended to finance military or para­
military operations by the United States in or over Vietnam, 
Laos, or Cambodia. 

3. Section 80B-Military Procurement Authorization'of 1974 (Pub­
lic Law 93-155) enacted November 16l 1973. 

SEC. 806,. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, upon 
enactment of this Act, no funds heretofore or hereafter appro­
priated may be obligated or expended to finance the involve­
ment of United States military forces in hostilities in or over 
or from off the shores of North Vietnam, South Vietnam, 
Laos, or Cambodia, unless specifically authorized hereafter 
by the Congress. 

4. Section 13-Department of State Appropriations Authorization 
Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-126) enacted October 18, 1973. 

SEC. 13. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, on 
or after August 15, 1973, no funds heretofore or hereafter 
appropriated may be obligated or expended to finance the 
involvement of United States military forces in hostilities in 
or over or from off the shores of North Vietnam, South Viet­
nam, Lao$, or Cambodia, unless specifically authorized here­
after by the Congress. 

5. Section l08-Continuing Appropriations for Fiscal Year 1974 
(Public La w 9'3-52) enacted July 1, 1973. 

SEC. 10~. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, on 
Or after August 15, 1973, no funds herein or heretofore appro­
priated may be obligated or expended to finance directly or 
mdifectly combat activities by United States military forces 
in or over or from off the shores of North Vietnam, South 
Vietnam, iLaos, or Cambodia. 

The phrase "any other comparable provision of law" is included to 
assure that tlie intent of this section will not be defeated by an in­
advertent omission of a provision of law identiCl11 in impact to the 
specific sectioils cited. Under no cil'cumstances is this phrase to be 
interpreted to authorize any activities other than those for the very 
clearly limited purposes specified in this bill. 

The authority of this section cannot be used to authorize any activi­
ties other than those necessary and essential for the evacuation de­
scribed in section 4. 

Section 4.--:Sedion 4 defines "evacuation" as: 
"The removal to places of safetv as expeditiously as possible, with­

out the use 9f military force if possible, but should it become neces­
sary and essential; with the minimum use of necessary force" of four 
categories of persons: 

First, United States citizens; 
Secon~, dependents of American citizens and of permanent 

residents of the United States; 
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Third, Vietnamese nationals eligible for immigration to the 
United States by reason of their family relationships to Ameri­
can citizens; and 

Fourth, such foreign nationals to whose lives a direct and im­
minent threat exists-prov-ided that the military force necessary 
to carry out their evacnation does not exceed that force neces­
sary to carry out the evacuation of the first three ~roups. 

While the Committee recognizes that the use of mihtary personnel 
may be required to effectuate the evacuation of persons described in 
this section, the Committee expects the executive branch to make 
every effort to avoid the use of armed force to accomplish its evacua­
tion programs. This section al~o makes clear that, if military force is 
required, it cannot be used for any purpose other than evacuation. The 
Committee understands that "relationships" which make Vietnamese 
nationals eligible for immigration to the United States includes Viet­
namese fiancees of American citizens. 

Section 5.-Section 5 states that nothing in the bill in any way abro­
gates the provisions of the ·War Powers Resolution. 

The President has been submitting reports to the Congress pursuant 
to the War Powers Resolution with respect to the use of armed forces 
in the recent emergency evacuations from South Vietnam and Cam-
bodia. _ 

The requirements of the ,Val' Powers Resolution, and the authority 
which it reserves to the Congress, remain unchanged by this bill. The 
power of the Congress to terminate the use of United States Armed 
Forces applies to the situation to which this legislation is addressed 
and is reinforced by the language specifically included in this bill. 

Section 6.-This section would permit economic assistance funds 
appropriated for Indochina aid for fiscal year 1975 under section 36 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of Hl74 to be used for humanitarian 
assistance purposes without regard to certain limitations now con­
tained in that Act. 

Under st'ction 36. $617 million has been authorized for economic 
assistance for Indochina for this fiscal year. Of this amount~ $440 
million has been appropriated by the Foreign Assistance and Related 
Programs Appropriation Act for fiscal year 1975. The remaining $177 
million of that authorization. together with such previously appro­
priate~ fu~ds as may be or may become available~ may be used for 
humamtarmn programs under this bill. 

The provisions of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1974 from which 
the funds would be exempt are: 

Subsection 36 (a) (1 L which now limits to $449.9 million the 
amount of economic assistance (other than Pubic Law 480 food 
aid) that !!lay be pl'Ovided for South Vietnam in fiscal year 1975 : 

SubsectlOn 36 (a) (6). which now limits to $7 million the 
amount of economic assistance that may be provided for humani­
tarian aid for Indochina through international organizations in 
fiscal veal' 1975: . 

Subsection 38 (a) (1). which now limits to $90 million the 
amount of economic assistance for South Vietnam that may be 
used for humanitarian aid in fiscal year 1975; and . 
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That portion of subsection 37 (b) which now limits'to 10 per­
cent of the fiscal year 1975 funds provided for assistance to South 
Vietnamese children, the amount that may be used for adoption of 
South Vietnamese children by U.S. citizens. 

It should be emphasized that these exemptions apply only to 
humanitarian assistance and in noway alter existing limitations on 
assistance for other purposes. 
. 'Section 7.-Section 7 permits the Congress to rescindthe authorities 
contained in this bill by the adoption of a concurrent resolution. 

. ''i • 
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DISSENTING VIEWS OF HON. LESTER L. WOLFF 

I am prepared to support funds for humanitarian assistance and 
evacuation programs in Vietnam if we can sharply define the extent, 
nature and intent of this funding. I can support a funding authoriza­
tion for specifically d('fined humanitarian and evacuation programs, 
but I cannot support the blanket authority that is given to the Presi­
dent by virtue of the catch-all phraseology and ambiguity of H.R. 
6096. By failing to define the extent or limits to the Presidenfs au­
thority and by waiving existing provisions of law which seek to place 
a necessary check on Presidential authority, H.R. 6096 fails to provide 
the vitally important safeguard against any type of renewed military 
commitment or involvement on the part of the United States in 
Vietnam. 

The bill fails to define in any way what will be involved in our 
evacuation programs. It sets no limit on the number of troops that can 
be used in the evacuation effort. 'ViII we send in 5,000 troops, 10,000, 
20,000? Or, will we be caught up in a continuing spiral, sending 5,000 
in to rescue the people. then 10.000 to protect the 5,000, then,operhaps, 
20,000 to rescue them? The bill sets no time limit on the evacuation 
process, nor does it establish any restrictions on, nor even define, the 
kinds of activities in which our troops can engage under the cloak 
of an evacuation manuever. In noting this lack of safeguard especially, 
I recall a statement that was made during the height of our involve­
ment in Vietnam. "'V' e had to destroY a town in order to Save it." 

The blanket authority which t.his bill gives to t.he Administration 
for implementing "evacuation programs" is reminiscent of the au­
thority that was contained in the Gulf of Tonkin resolution. H.R. 6096 
exr.licitIy waives the restrictions voted in several Congresses on the 
utIlization of American Armed Forces and funds in Vietnam. 

This waiver alone should make us wary: yeL the bill contains a 
waiver that is even more onerous. Section 3 of H.R. 6096 reads: 
"Nothing contained in section 839 of Public Law 93-437~ section 30 
of Public Law 93-189. section 806 of Public Law 93-155. section 13 
of Public Law 93-126, section 108 of Public Law 93-52, o~' any other 
aomparable prOVi8Wn of law shall be construed as limiting the availa­
bility of funds for the use of the Armed Forces of the United States 
for the purposes of section 2 of this Act." Section 2 of the bill reads, 
"There is authorized to be appropriated to the President. for t.he fiscal 
year 1975 not to exceed $150,000,000 to be used, 7lot'lvithstanding any 
other pr01Jision of law * * *". 

A waiver has thus been granted not only to lnws which haye been 
spelled out, the ramifications of which we can determine~ but a waiver 
has been granted as well to all other provisions of law which might 
apply. With this catch-all phraseology being added. we have. in effect. 
no idea of what laws the Administration will waive. and thus what 
authority it will use in implementing encuation programs. After long 

(13) 
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and considerable effort to restore to Congress its rightful Constitu­
tional role in war-making decisions, we are now turning around and 
granting to the Executive the same type of unchecked authority which 
It enjoyed during the long years of our involvement in Vietnam. 

This bill limits funding to $150 million. However, by waiving exist­
ing provisions of law, it opens an avenue for the possible transfer of 
unlimited military equipment to the ARVN, who, I might note, have 
demonstrated an adeptness for t.ransferring our equipment to the Viet 
Cong and North Vietnamese. It. should also be pointed out that we 
have already authorized $450 million for Vietnam in the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1975. Of this, only $28~ million has been appropri­
ated and allocated, leaving an additional $168 million available for 
appropriation. 

We can, I believe, legitimately question why Congress needs to give 
this blanket authority to the President if we are talking simply about 
evacuating Americans from Vietnam. I believe if we. examined the 
Constitution, and the intent of the Constitution as determined by the 
Founding Fathers, we would see that the President has the authority, 
without this bill, to evacuate our people from Vietnam to insure theIr 
safety. To quote from James Buchanan, "(The Executive) cannot im­
mediately resort to force without the direct authority of Congress, 
e{J)cept in resisting and repelling Mstile attacks." I believe we would 
find that the President has the authority to act in an emergency if 
the safety of American citizens were threatened, and I thus seriously 
question the need for the all-encompassing waivers of law contained 
in H.R. 6096. 

I do not wish to oppose humanitarian assistance for the beleagured 
people of South Vietnam, but I cannot, in good conscience, vote for a 
bill which could be as disastrous to our country-and to Vietnam­
as the Gulf of Tonkin resolution. This bill asks us to once again step 
into the blackness of a tunnel, the end of which is not in sight; with 
the unknowns so powerful, we could too easily be re-drawn into this 
tragic conflict. _ 

LESTER L. WOLFF. 
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MINORITY VIEWS OF HON. MICHAEL J. HARRINGTON 

Passage of H.R. 6096 would be both dangerous and unnecessary, 
risking renewed American entanglement in the Vietnam conflict and 
setting a legislative precedent that could work mischief in the future. 

The safe evacuation of U.S. citizens from South Vietnam must go 
forward immediately, but it does not require this or any other act of 
the Congress. The Administration carried out exactly the same kind of 
operation on a somewhat smaner scale in Cambodia just a few days 
ago. For the Congress to tamper now with the restraints of the law, 
explicitly approvmg the introduction of U.S. troops, would indicate 
either an amazing recklessness or a very short memory. 

The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution and its tragic aftermath should have 
taught us how a piece of legislation of this kind can not only serve as 
a foot in the door for an administration bent on broader involvement 
but ean set in motion events in the field that develop their own logic 
and momentum. 

The bill's provisions for humanitarian aid are equally ill-c~nceived. 
Mr. Thieu's long record of graft and corruption, including his recent 
effort· to fly a load of gold bullion to Switzerland, should have con­
vinced us by now that funneling this aid through international agen­
cies is the only reasonable course for us to follow. No humanitarian 
assistance should be routed through government channels in Vietnam 
until a political settlement is achieved, and the Congress should do 
everything in its power to urge such a settlement. 

I offer this minority view with the grim awareness that any legisla­
tive ac!ion may be rendered moot in a few days' time by unfolding 
events III Southeast Asia. I hope my colleagues will not be stampeded 
by the speed of these developments into enacting legislation whose 
long-term consequences have not been properly thought out. The re­
sponsibility and authority for evacuation already lies with the Ad­
ministration, and we in the Congress Rhould simply insist that the 
process go forward with dispatch. 

MICHAEL J. HARRINGTON. 
(15) 
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DISSENTING VIEWS' OF HON. DONALD W. RIEGLE, JR. 

This legislation is another Gulf of Tonkin Resolution that poses the 
gravest dangers for the United States. If this legislation is passed, it 
would wipe away four years of carefully drafted legislative restric­
tions by the Congress which have brought our American military role 
in Southeast ASIa to an end. I was astonished that the Committee 
would ever recommend the passage of such legislation. 

If we grant the President the authority specified in this bill we give 
him a complete blank-check to plunge the U.S. into the war by rein­
troducing as many U.S. combat troops into Vietnam as he wishes, for 
as long as he wishes. 

There are absolutely no limits in this bill on the amount of U.S. 
troops the President can send back into Vietnam, how long he can 
keep them there, or how much money he can spend in the process. This 
means, of course, there are absolutely no limits as to the number of 
American troops that might eventually be killed or capture~. 

Moreover thIS blanket grant of authority would also allow the Presi­
dent to resume the American bombing of North and South Vietnam­
in contravention of legislative safeguards and limitations previously 
enacted but which are set aside by this legislation-if the President 
were to decide that such bombing was necessary to safely evacuate sev­
eral hundred thousand South Vietnamese. 

Furthermore there is no limit established as to the number of South 
Vietnamese that the President can commit the United States to 
evacuate. And again, the President is granted the authority for the 
unlimited use of American military combat resources to evacuate these 
South Vietnamese. While the Administration has tentatively spoken 
of withdrawing some 200,000 South Vietnamese, the President is free 
to announce that ~he target figure is 1,000,000 or l!l0re. . . 

The Congress, m my Judgment, would be foolIsh to the pomt ohrre­
sponsibility grant any President the sweeping powers outlined above. 

There was general agreement in the Committee that the President 
already has sufficient power under existing law and legal precedent 
to use whatever U.S. military resources are necessary to carry out the 
safe evacuation of all Americans now in South Vietnam. As to the 
evacuation of South Vietnamese, it is my contention that we should 
commit ourselves to evacuate only as many as can be safely withdrawn 
without the use of American military combat forces. This would mean 
we should be evacuating as many as possible at the present time. 

There are other serious deficiencies in this bill. One is that we per­
sist in trying to channel humanitarian assistance through what is left 
of the government of South Vietnam. The current chaos and endemic 
corruption of that regime dooms any serious effort to properly admin­
ister .. a~d dis.tribu~e humanitarian aid at the citizen level. A ra~king 
AdmInIstratIOn wItness 'actuallv reassured us tha.t U.S. AID P8l"l'Onnp.l 
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in South Vietnam would insure any humanitarian assistance was 
properl:y administered-despite the fact that we are presently work­
mg agamst t~e clock to safely evac1;late. these ~ame AID people. 

It IS my VIew that some humamtarian aSSIstance should be made 
a vailable to the citizens of Soutli Vietnam and Cambodia but only 
through international relief organizations. . 

Finally, having listened to a number of top Administration officials 
testify over the past several days, it is my belief that the Admin­
istration has not been honest with the Congress on the. matter of the 
evacuation of Americans from South Vietl!.am. It is my conviction 
that the Administration has moved much more slowly in.evacuating 
Americans than seems to have been possible or prudent. Whether by 
accident or design, the remaining Americans have become hostage to 
a deteriorating set of events-which not only endanger their safety, 
but may later require a major U.S. military effort to secure their safe 
withdrawal. I don't know who is responsible for this failure in judg­
ment-whether the American Ambassador in South Vietnam, the Sec­
retary of State, U.S. military ad,visers, or the President himself-but 
a failure of this kind is inexcusable. 

There are many former colleagues who now deeply reg-ret their 
decision to vote for the original Tonkin Gulf Resolution. This legisla­
tion is Tonkin Gulf Resolution number 2-and I hope and pray that 
this 94th Congress will be wise enough to not make the same mistake 
again ten years later . 

DON RmoLE. 
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ADDITIONAL VIEWS OF HON. STEPHEN J. SOLARZ 

Throughout the past decade I have been unalterably opposed to 
this nation's ill-conceived military misadventures in Southeast Asia 
and to ollr prolong-ed involvement in the Vietnam war. While J was 
encouraged when the Paris Peace Accords were signed in 1973, I have 
been distressed that the United States has chosen to continue to sup­
port a corrupt and inept regime in Saigon, and that we have persisted 
in pouring millions of more dollars into an apparently bottomless pit. 

At the same time I firmly believe that we have a very real duty to 
assist in the evacuation of those Vietnamese whose lives may be en­
dangered when the Communists come to power. It seems to me that 
we have a particularly strong obligation to the South Vietnamese 
inasmuch as we encouraged them to continue to fight and resist-es­
pecially as they would never have been able to last as long as they 
did without massive American financial and military support. Cer­
tainly, those Vietnamese who worked closely with the American 
Government as well as those who were employed by private ~meric8;n 
firms under contract to the go,ernment are fearful they may lose theIr 
lives when the current regime falls. So are those who had no connection 
with the American presence but who supported the Saigon Govern­
ment in one fashion or another. These men and women and their fami­
lies simply cannot be abandoned and .forgotten now that the war 
is about to end. I deeply believe that, within the framework of the 
practical and political limitations on what can be done for them, we 
have a very real obligation to facilitate their depart.ure from Vietnam 
if they choose to leave. 

On the other hand, I also share with many of our colleagues a very 
deep concern over the use of American troops to facilitate such an 
evacuation. It seems to me, as it does to them, that there is a potential 
possibility such a move could lead to a re-escalation of the war and a 
renewed U.S. involvement in Southeast Asia. I think it important 
to point out in this connection that it may well be possible to evacuate 
those who wish to leave without using American military forces in 
the process. 

Late last week I had an opportunity to discuss the question of the 
evacuation of Americans and Vietnamese from Vietnam with Mr. 
Ph am Van. Ba, the head of the permanent mission in France of the 
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet­
nam, in Paris. Mr. Ba indicated to me that the PRG would be willing 
to permit Americans and those -Vietnamese who so wish to leave 
Vietnam without .fear of military intervention. While I do not know to 
what extent Mr. Ba's assurances accurately reflect the real view of the 
PRG. and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam with which it is asso­
ciated. it seems to me that it. is incumbent upon the Administration 
to promptly pursue this possibility before sending in any American 
military personnel. ... 
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In the event, however. that American troops are ordered to Viet­
nam. it is essential that both the numbers that we send as well as the 
manner in which they are deployed be carefully controlled. In this 
regard. the Vietnam Humanitarian Assist.ance and' Evacuation. Act 
of'19i5 does contain several limitations on the use of American mili­
tary personnel which make it extremely unlikely that they will'be used 
for purposes other than those for which they were intended. Section 
4 of the legislation clearly states that the evacuation'~shall be defined 
as the removal to places of safety as expeditiously as possible,w·tthout 
the we of military forces, if possible .... " (emphasis added). -!tcon­
tinues by declaring that if the use of military .forces is required, it 
should be "with the minimum use of necessary force, ... " Further, 
the numbet· of military personnel that can be sent in is clearly limited 
to the amount necessary to evacuate American citizens,. their depend­
ents, and relations. Thus, we are talking about a substantially smaller 
number of troops than may have been originally anticipated or which 
some have estimated may be required to effectuate an evacuation. In 
addition, the bill specifically pmhibits the deplayment of troop,s, if 
sent, for activities not essential to the evacuation itself. It is also im­
port'ant to note that any provision of this act can be rescinded by con­
current resolution of the Congress and is thus not· subject to a Presi­
dential veto. For these reasons, I belie\'e this legislation substantially 
restricts both the number of, and manner in which, American forces 
may be utilized in carrying out such an evacuation if it. should prove 
necessary. 

In view of the yerv legitimate concerns in both the Congress and 
the country over the possibility that a re-introduction of United States 
troops into Vietnam could lead to a renewed American involvement 
in Indochina, I believe it would be helpful if some additional protec­
tions against such an eventuality were adopted. In this regard, I think 
it would be useful to amend the bill to provide for a 3D-day limit.on 
the am~unt of time such forces mo..}' be used in effecting an evacation. 
It seems to me that the number of persons we are talking about can be 
properly and safely reJJ1o\'ed from Vietnam-whether bv air or sea­
within this period of time. Also, it would make clear the Congress' 
determination to prevent this legislation from being turned into 
an open-ended invitation to a continuing American involvement in 
Vietnam. 

In light of the statements recently made to me by the PRG repre­
sentative that it would be willing to actively facilitate the evacuation 
Of all Americans from the Republic of Vietnam and to permit those 
South Vietnamese who W[lnt to leave to do so as well. I believe that it 
may well be possible to remove those whom this legislation contem­
plates evacuating without the use of force. 
If an arrangement were made with all interested parties whereby an 

evacuation could be conducted free of military harassment, there 
would clearly be no need to reintroduce American troops into Viet­
nam. I believe, therefore, that this legislation could be further strength­
ened by the adoption of an amendment which would require the 
President to make a good faith effort to work out an agreement with 
the Democratic Hepublic of Vietnam and the Provisional Revolu-
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tionary GovernlJlent of South Vietnam providing for a safe and 
orderly evacuation of Vietnamese nationals before sending American 
troops in for this purpose. 

I supported this legislation because I believe we have a moral obli­
gation to provide the people of Vietnam with essential humanitarian 
assistance and also because I feel we must aid those who fear their 
lives may be endangered following the collapse of the government of 
Saigon. With the restrictions already contained in the legislation, to­
gether with those I hope will be added on the floor, I believe the possi­
bility that such an effort will lead to a re-escalation of the war is 
exceedingly remote. 

STEPHEN J. SOLARZ. 
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DISSENTING VIEWS OF HON. HETJEN S. MEYNER 

It is with great reluctance that I oppose H.R. 6096. I have been 
deeply concerned with the issues of humanitarian assistance and the 
evacuation of Americans and cert.ain Vietnamese nationals. I do not 
feel, however, that this bill addresses these problems in an adequate 
manner. 

I object first to the combination of humanitarian assistance and 
evacuation in the same hill. The Administration did not request any 
additional funds for evacuation. Section 3 of this bill. however, permits 
the Administration to use as much of the $150 million authorized in 
Section 2 as they please for evacuation efforts by American military 
forces in South Vietnam. Combinin;! these two matters in a single 
bill also makes it more difficult for the House of Representatives to give 
these matters the singular attention they deserve. 

I also object to the fact that the humanitarian assistance authorized 
in Section 2 and released by Section 6 continues to be" channeled 
through AID and the Ministry of Social Welfare of the Saigon gov­
ernment. The record of these agencies in delivering humanitarian aid 
to those really in need is not a good one. Furthermore, human suffer­
ing in Indochina extends far beyond the remaining enclaves still con­
trolled by the Saigon government. 

The fact that some refugees may have fallen behind the lines of 
battle hasn't reduced their suffering, their innocence, or their need for 
assistance. 

I would prefer to see this assistance provided under the auspices of 
international organizations and private relief agencies. Several orga­
nizations and agencies are in place now and have the confidence of all 
parties in that conflict. 

Since 1973, the United Xations has had an Indochina Peninsula 
Liaison Group in operation, coordinating the efforts of UNICEF and 
the High Commissioner of Refugees in Indochina. UNICEF itself 
has been operating in Cambodia and South Vietnam since 1952. The 
Liaison Group is now under the able leadership of Sir Robert .Tack­
son, who has directed nearly all of the UN's major emergency relief 
programs in recent years. including the billion-dollar relief effort. in 
Bangladesh. Since the first of the month, the Liaison Group has re­
ceived $10 million worth of aid and pledges of aid from ten countries. 
An official of that group has said that what their organization needs 
now more than anything else is the infusion of a large grant from a 
concerned country. I belie"e that that grant should come from the 
United States. 

In addition to the United Nations. several private relief agencies, 
including the International Red Cross. the Mennonites. and the Amer­
ican Friends Service Committee. are operating throughout South 
Vietnam and other areas of Indochina and have the trust of all par-
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ties in the area. They too are willing and able to use massive amounts 
of new funds to help alleviate the suffering of innocent children and 
adults in Indochina. 

I believe that internationalizi~ relief assistance will increase the 
likelihood that the aid will reach people in need. Furthermore, I be­
lieve that a sizeable American contribution to an international relief 
program will further encourage other countries to contribute to this 
effort. ' , 

My tinal objection to this bill has to do with itsauthoriza.tion oNhe 
use of military troops for the evacuation of Americans and even Viet­
namese nationals from South Vietnam. Congress has been stung be­
fore on the issue of permitting the intrusion of American troops into 
Vietnam for "limited" actions. I devoutly hope that the American 
government will expedite the evacuation of Americans and friendly 
nationals, so that we can avoid the :possibility of further scenes-of 
panic and brutality or even AmerIcan military actions in "self 
defense." 

HELEN MEYNER. 
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DISSENTING VIEWS OF HON. CHARLES W. WHALEN) JR. 

Three objectives should guide American policy as we withdraw 
from South Vietnam. 

First, all United States citizens and their dependents should be 
evacuated. 

Second, our government should assist in the removal of those South 
Vietnam citizens whost' lives may be endangered by the fall of the 
present government. 

Third, these evacuations should be completed without the loss of 
American lives. 

As approved by the Committee on International Relations, R.R. 
6096 jeopardizes the attainment of the tllird goal. Specifically, Sec­
tion 3 of this measure waives five statutes which prohibit the involve­
ment of United States troops in combat action in Indochina. Repeal of 
these Congressional restrictions opens the door to exposure to hostile 
fire of an indeterminate number of American service personnel for an 
indeterminate period of time. This open-ended authority enabling the 
President to introduce troops in enemy-occupied areas presents a 
t.hree-fold risk: first, possible delay in the implementation of evacua­
tion plans until complete military collapse occurs: second, the result­
ant loss of American lives (both military and civilian) ; third, further 
assignment of United States forces in South Vietnam to salvage this 
deteriorating situation. 

It was these fears which prompted me to vote against H.R. 6096 in 
Committee. During House consideration of this bill, I shall support 
efforts to delete Section 3. Two benefits will accrue from retention of 
the statutes prohibiting the use of United States combat personnel in 
South Vietnam. 

First, the Administration will be required to accelerate its evacua­
tion program so that United States citizens and Vietnamese nationals 
can be removed prior to the development of "combat" situations. 

Second, the loss of American lives thereby will be eliminated or sub­
stantially minimized. 

CHARLES W. WHALEN, Jr. 
(25) 
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REFUGEE OPERATIONS TO CLOSE 

WASHINGTON, Oct. 28 (MCNews)-- The Camp Pendleton 

refugee center will end operations Nov. 1. The Marin,e 

Corps role has been primarily in support of the President's 

Interagency Task Force, which coordinated the overall 

program and policies for the processing, sponsorship and 

assimilation of refugees into the U.S. society. 

The close down will culminate six months of support 

during which approximately 50,000 refugees have been 

processed and released. 

During this period, the Marine Corps provided the 

services and support necessary to sustain a general 

population of over 18,000 people. This population 

center was literally constructed by the Marine Corps 

overnight providing shelter, food, medical and personal 

services for men, women and children of all ages. 

Within 24 hours following Camp Pendleton's official 

designation as a refugee center on April 29, 1975, the 

initial flow of refugees was received and provided for. 

The total support effort included the construction of 

nearly 1,500 shower units, 8,700 feet of underground 

water and sewage pipes, 12 miles of electrical wiring 

and 4 miles of primary and secondary power lines. 

Laundry has been processed at the rate of 7,100 

pieces daily. Playground and classrooms were constructed 

and food service involved the preparation of approximately 

39,000 meals daily. 

-more-
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Although this operations has not followed the traditional 

role normally assigned to an elite fighting force, the Marine 

Corps has gained valuable experience that can be applied when 

called upon to assist in future civil disasters or civilian 

evacuation operations. 

HQMC officials believe the successful accomplishment of this 

mission points out, once again, the versatility, esprit and 

"can do" attitude which have been the hallmark of Marines 

throughout the years. 

-30-
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Operation: NEW ARRIVALU 
El Toro 

Capt. James V. 
DiBernardo, who 
spent over five 
years as a North 
Vietnamese pris· 
oner, met arriving 
refugees at EI 
Toro. 

The Marine Corps Air Station, EI Toro, 
became involved with the Vietnamese refugee 
program earlier than most other commands, 
which turned out to be fortunate. It began when 
we were chosen as an alternate landing site for 
Operation "BABY LIFT." The Naval Air Station, 
at Los Alamitos, was chosen as the primary site, 
due to its close proximity to Long Beach Naval 
Station, where the processing was being handled. 

When we received the notification, the com· 
mand sent several staff officers to observe a 
"BABY LIFT" arrival, and to plan for a similar 
operation. As the Public Affairs Officer (PAO), r 
was included in this group. 

After observing the operation, we formulated 

by Major Sara Pritchett. USMC 

a plan which, later, was put into effect almost 
verbatim for use during Operation NEW 
ARRIVAL (ONA). Several important decisions 
were made with our facilities in mind. The pas· 
senger terminal would be used as the main 
operating area, rather than the old tower, which 
had traditionally been the site of Presidential 
arrivals; the basic Presidential security plan could 
be put into effect with slight modifications; the 
amount of personnel and logistic support was 
determined; and accomodations for the press 
were established. I would establish a Command 
Information Bureau (CIB) in the passenger term· 
inal and .. separate that function as best I could 
from the Public Affairs Office, so that the 
normal work could be accomplished unhamp· 
ered. 

The press area was delineated to give the 
media ample photographic opportunities, but not 
to interfere with the flow of required inproce<;s, 
ing. A public address system was established, 
apart from that used for paging in the terminal, 

. for use in press briefings. Media representatives 
would be given passes by PAO personnel r:lther 
than Security, which would clear all others. One 
of the main advantages of the terminal was the 
bank of public telephones, about 20 of them, 
already installed, which proved to be a great con· 
venience for media representatives. I made a 
request for a blackboard, which was questioned 
at first, but \vhich later bl'carne the most.used 
item b) all connected with refugee arrivals. 

The word came to the command on Saturday, 
26 April, to stand.by. Refugees could arrive as 
early /k. Monday, 28 April for further transport 
to Canp Pendleton. In addition, Pendleton 
would probably not be ready to handle the first 
group of 800, so El Toro might have to put them 
up for a night or t\Jo. 

llIAJOR SARA PRITCHEIT, USMC, 
is the Public Information Officer, Marine 
Corps Air Station, El Toro. She holds a 
bachelors degree in radio and tp.!euision 
from the University of Alary land. 

MILITA~Y MEDIA REVIEW 
JAN 11.6 
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As with Pendleton, El Tow Marines started 
scrambling. Several old barracks near the tenni· 
nal which were used mainly for Reservists in the 
summer were cleaned up and outfitted with 
bunks and linens. In addition, a tent camp 
capable of temporarily housing an additional 600 
refugees was erected. Since we did not have some 
of the logistic support required for the larger 
commercial airliners, calls went out to Norton 
Air Force Base and gear started rolling in. 

My office phone began ringing Monday mom· 
ing with queries as to the possibility of refugee 
arrivals. My guidance was not to confirm or deny 
until given the gerahead. Department of Defense 
(DoD) had stated that the local base PAO should 
not be the DoD spokesman, so a member of the 
Marine Public Affairs Office in Los Angeles, was 
ordered in. In the meantime, though, I was the 
gal on the spot. 

As p~rt of the planning, the Security people 
had contacted the Orange County Sheriff's office 
which turned around and made a press release on 
the refugee arrivals. When I discovered this, I 
called the Sheriff who confirmed and defended 
this action. There was a heated discussion over . 
the propriety of this move, and we ended the 
conversation on less than friendly terms. He 
apologized a few days later, but that didn't help 
at the time. 

His' relf!ase stated that the refugees would 

1976:1 

DECLASSIFIED 

begin arriving that evening, which was incorrect, 
but it was late afternoon before I could release 
the anticipated arrival, which would now be the 

, next morning. Though we were able to close up 
shop by about 9 p.m., my home phone rang most 
of the night. 

By 7 a.m. the nex.t morning, the PAO person­
nel were occupied full time answering the phones 
- press, curious civilians, complainers, offers of 
volunteer assistance, ad infinitum. The CIB was 
moved to the terminal, and by the arrival of the 
first airt!raft at 9:30, we were attempting to 
answer the scores of questions from about 100 
reporters. representing the wires, all three net­
works atld the media throughout the west coast. 

The film crews had set up on the portable 
press st:;nd which had electrical outlets and was 
still around from the old Presidential arrival days. 
The ren;ote units were parked in a predesignated 
area \Vh eh would give them the best transmitting 
location and the still cameramen were swarming 
everywhere. Reporters were lined up to'use the 
phones and to save them for immediate access 
after the first arrival. The eIB phones would not 
stop ringing with calls from all over the United 
States, and the whole scene was reminiscent of 
the proverbial fire drill. 

We had split the tenninal in half. One side 
where pHssengers normally ch€'ck in and await 
transportation was u5t'd for press and others 710t 
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Refugees get their 
first glimpse of 
American life 
du ri ng the bus 
ride to Camp 
Pendleton. 
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Former Premier 
Key was rushed 
by reporters in 
search of a story 
upon his arrival at 
EI Taro. 
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cleared fot" the ·)ther side, which was a large open 
area used for immigration and naturalization 
processing and customs checks. The two were 
totally isolated from each other. From the 
processing area, the refugees stepped rifht onto 
the busses. So, from the time they entered the 
terminal, there were no more photo opportuni­
ties, much to th~ media's dismay. But that was 
the way it was! To have allowed them in the 
processing area would only have created more 
chaos than already existed. 

The blackboard, as I mentioned, became the 
best source of data we had. On it we listed the 
flight estimated time of. arrival (ETA), type oC 
aircraft, airline and expected number of passen· 
gers. The ETA's changed constantly and after a 
head count on each planeload, we would amend 
the numbers. We kept a running tally of numbers 
of aircraft and persons which was the most 
sought·out information from our operation. 

More importantly, the phone at the PAO shop 
rang constantly with queries from interested 
civilians on how to help and sponsor. It became 
obvious that, for the time being. the idea of total 
separation from the normal PAO functions 
would not be possible. 

My personnel shortage w~s nearly critical, but 
it was neces.,ary to establish a 24-hour phone 
watch at the office as well as the terminal. We 

Paga4 

had the capability of recording a message and 
having the operators direct all sp~>nsor·type calls 
to that number, however, that wasn't enough, 
and a second line was installed. 

In the morning of the third day, I entered the 
terminal to find 15 of the 20 phones sitting on 
the floor, and two phone company men working 
on 3 others. I am told that my look of utter 
disbelief should have been captured on film for 
posterity. It seems that several months prior, a 
work order was submitted to remove all but two, 

. for lack of use. After a couple of hurried calls I 
. left the terminal area. Later, when I returned, all 

20 phones were reinstalled. 
As the numbers of media reps decreased, we 

were able to give them more leeway. We let them 
inside the processing area and some were even 
allowed to board the busses for the trip to 
Pendleton, about a 40·minute drive. 

The most harrowing experience I have ever 
had with the news media, and I thought I had 
seen the worst with Mr. Nixon's return after his 
resignation, was the arrival of former Premier 
Nguyen Cao Ky. The press stand proved incap· 
able of providing·sufticient electricity for lights, 
and film crews were frantic in their efforts to 
jerry-rig aoworkable system. 

There was reluctance from higher up in allow­
ing Mr. Ky to meet with the press. The com­
promise was that, if he agreed, he could meet 
them along the fence leading into the terminal. 
There would be absolutely no interference to the 
movement of the remaining refugees, and when 
the busses were ready to depart, he would be on 
one. 

The DoD spokesman. boarded the aircraft and 
asked Mr. Ky if our plan would be acceptable. He 
agreed. But, as they started walking along the 
fence, reporters, afraid they would miss some­
thing, stormed the area in the attempt to ask 
questions and have the answers recorded. Every 
couple of minutes, the DoD spokesman would 
move him down a few more feet. In their efforts 
to get the story, the reporters became downright 
vicious, and I was surprised that no one was hurt 
in the scramble. 

A feN weeks into the operation, my deputy 
and I visited Camp Pendleton to observe the 
operation with particular interest in the press 
center. It was obviously much different than 
ours, but then so were the circumstances. In one 
respect, though, we had approached the problem 
with th.! same philosophy: provide the most and 
best service available to the media and be as hon­
est as possible. With minor exceptions, the 
theory worked and served to cement our 
already good relationship with the pres.'>.· 0 
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, Operation: NEW' ARRIVAL 

Pendleton 

On April 28, 1975, word was J;eceived 
from Washington that Camp Pendleton had been 
selected as one of four camps to receive 
Indochinese refugees. The real block-buster was, 
the refugees would start to arrive the next day. 
We were told to plan on housing about 18,000 
refugees. 

A short time later, loc:l1 and national news 
media representatives came through the gates of 
Camp Pendleton to cover the preparations for 
the refugees arrival. The Joint Public Affairs 
Officer (JPAO) found himself on the phone or in 
front of TV cameras most of the day, with only a 
short break to hold a decision meeting with thl' 
base commanding general. 

Provisions for handling the influx of reporters 
were established in this meeting. It was decided 
that the press would have an open door, however 
a few ground rules were devised for the benefit 
of all. All media representatives would receive a 
briefing from the Department of Defense PAO, 
each rep would have an escort and no refugees 
were to be interviewed or photographed without 
their pennission. 

At the time, the JPAO had a staff of three 
officers. and 19 p.nlisted. And despite the prob­
lems that Op~ration New Arrivals (ONA) 
brought, the staff still had to produce the weekly 
newspaper, circulation 20,000, three external 
radio shows per day and the many regular daily 
news releases. They also· had to maintain the 
Community Relations Program. 

The staff was divided. The JPAO took charge 
of the Command Infonnation Bureau (CIB) at 
the refugee eente;', while his deputy handled the 
responsrbilities 01 the main portion of the base. 
The newspaper staff, three men, remained intact, 
the Radio-TV Chief assumed the role of the 
Media Support Officer, and half of the press sec­
tion became media escorts. One man was left in 

GUNNERY SERGEANT G_ N. 
DALESSANDRI, USJl-!C, was a member 
of the Joint Public Affairs Office, Camp 
Penrlit!ton, during Operation NEW 
ARRIVAL 
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by GySgt. G.N. Dalessandri, USMC 

the Fleet Home Section, and two in the radio 
section. 

The crn was established in the Officers Club 
at Camp Christianitos, which, in time, would be 
the most centrally-located area of the refugee 
operation. The location worked out far better 
than planned. Within four days the CIB was sur­
rounded by tents that made up tent camps No.4 
and No.6. 

Transfonning an Officers Club into a wor!dng 
CIB takes a vast amount of eqUipment. We 
installed five extra phone lines, four typewriters, 
a public address system with multiple recording 
capabilities and three TV sets for monitoring 
news programs. A newspaper clipping service was 
contracted, and United Press International and 
Associated Press news wires were installed. A 
podium and extra chairs were set up for use 
during the press briefings, and press kits, with 
general material on Camp Pendleton, were set 
out. It took 30 hours to complete the job. 

The news monitors and the clipping service 

It was obvious tha't the children were less than shy when photo­
graphers were present. 

(i~_-~.,<<,,_ .. - 'i""~i:li' · 
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The understanding and compassion demonstrated by the Pendleton Marines helped to traverse the 

language barrier. 

proved invaluable. As reporters were filing their 
stories, we knew in a matter of days what the 
media feeling for the operation was.. 

The wire Gervices gave us instant access to 
stories about which we would be queried. It 
allowed us to get the jump on the queries and 
have the answers ready. Furthermore, it allowed 
the PAD to keep the commanding general and his 
staff informed, long before the stories appeared 
in local newspapers. 

During the first week, 10 Marines of the JPAO 
staff handled the escort duties. However, the 
llumber of media reps coming into the refugee 
center far outnumbered the escorts (more than 
100 a day). In answer to the request for more 
escorts, 30 additional men were selected. Much 
of the success of the press center operation can 
be attributed directly to the escorts. They 
worked many arduous hours helping the media 
cover the refugee story. 

Unlike other visitors, the. media were not 
issued passes. Instead, the press escorts had 
badges identifying them as members of the JPAO· 
staff. Everybody knew that a person without a 
pass/badge would be more noticeable, and the 
media reps made it a point to keep their escort 
nearby. The ground rules immediately became 
clear to the media. If a rep was not escorted, he 
was challenged and referred to the press center, 
and this could re!\uit in a missed del/tiline. 

PagaS 

When Mrs. Betty Ford visited the refugee 
center, the media pool concept was used. Mrs. 
Ford's press secretary provided a list of media 
reps who would accompany Mrs. Ford as she 
toured the center. Two reporters were selected to 
brief those reps who were only given photo­
graphic and observation opportunities. One bus 
took the pool reporters· to the briefing rogm 
while a second bus took the others to a pre· 
arranged, roped-off press area. The. briefing by 
the pool reporters worked so well that many of 
the other reporters said they could have filed 
their stories without leaving the press center. 

When former Premier Nguyen Cao Kyarrived 
at tent camp No.8, the press wanted interviews, 
and he cooperated fully. However, it soon got 
out of hand. So, it was decided that the press 
would meet Mr. Ky each day at 4 p.m., in his 
tent, to give them all an equal chance to talk 
with hil.1. 

On the second day the jPAO was appointed as 
the DOD spokesman, and the operation was 
revised. Due to the size of the processing center 
and the many refugees and staff it honored, 
space became a premium. !fa journalist wanted 
to intelview an agency chief (Red Cross, Immi· 
gration, etc.) or if a film crew wanted to cover 
the processing operation, it had to be 1l!quested 
through the Deputy Public Affairs Officer 
(DPAO). This reduced the number of persons 
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• wandering through the center, in',errupting the 
orderly flow of business. 

.. The press was not enthusiastic; bout this new 
rule at first. However, when rules were made 
clear, no exceptions were made and, most 
'important, when all were treated equally, the 

, professionals acquiesced. 
During Phase I of the operation, the press 

center produced hand·outs showing the number 
. of daily arrivals, departures, and special events; 
weddings, baptisms and confirmations. The daily 
menu was published, as well as some figures on 
feeding 18,000 refugees. There was also a 
hand.out, updated weekly, listing improvements 
to the camp; i.e. power lines, water lines, phone 
trunks and recreational equipment for the 
refugees. 

A me of all queries kept by the press center 
proved to be quite valuable when compiling 
infonnation for press briefings. When it became 
evident many questions were being asked repeat· 
edly, the file was used to prepare a hand-out con­
taining the most frequently asked questions and 
their ans\vers~ 

Despite the magnitude of the operation and 
the vast number of media representatives logging 

,. :', ", . " .. ~ . .., . 
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into the press center, we never lost sight of our 
internal audi2nce. The base newspaper, the 
PENDLETON SCOUT, carried many pages of 
photographs taken by the base and division 
photoi;raphers. While escorting members of the 
press, members of the PAD staff were also look· 
ing fo!: stories to cover. Many of the human inter· 
est stories were produced by the. escorts who 
were working 80 to 90 hours a week . 

The base newspaper carried many articles 
explaining the refugees situation. It was also 
helpful in dispelling the many rumors that prolif· 
erate in an operation of this size. These efforts 
were further aided by the pUblication of an open 
letter from the base commander, in which he 
addresses himself to the need for stopping of 
rumors. 

To date more than 3,000 newsmen have 
logged into the press center at Camp Pendleton, 
ranging from high school journalists to members 
of the international media. The open door policy 
proved to be very successful, and each journalist 
is treated with firmness, fairness and dignity at 
all times. This has resulted ina rapport with the 
media that, we feel, will last long after the last 
refugee has departed. 0 

~~ . ::>. ~. 4f.'l-i1'~;':" , 
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Pendleton com· 
mander. BG 

Graham. shows 
Mrs. Ford a copy 
of the Viet· 
namese language 
paper printed by 
the refugees. 
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SLAVERY REPORTED 
, AMONG REFUGEES 

CanipPendleton Study Finds 
'Exploitati,o'n of Children 

By EVERETr R. BOLLES 
Q,eclal to,The New York TIm .. 

CAMP PENDLETON,' Calif., 
Jan. 31-A Marine Corps gen­
eral has reported that "slave 
children," hidden weapons 
and unsanitary habits existed 

'amon" the more than 50,000 
Southeast Asian refugees cared 
for here last year before their 
American ,resettlement. 

A sharp dispute has been 
touched off by the' report, 
which was prepared for the 
commandant of the 
Corps by Brig. Gen. Paull 
Graham, who r,ecently retired 
as commander of this training 
base. 

Details of the report, meant 
to be confidential, were dis­
closed last week and were 
quickly disputed by the Viet­
namese Alliance Association 
and other refugee groups. 

Officials of the Eederal Im­
migration and Naturalization 
Service, who were accused in 
the report of negligently allow­
ing . "illegal 'aliens" to slip, 
~way, also challenged the find­
mgs. 

The angriest re'action was to 
a statement that "slave chil­
dren: were discovered among 
the refugee ·families," either 
orphans of war or children 
separated from their parents in 

. the confusion of the evacua­
tions from Saigon last April. 
, Earlier Reports Uncomfirmed 
. While 0e refugee center was 
In operatIOn from last April 29 
to Oct. 31, there were repeated 
but u~confirmed reports that 
wealthIer refugee families were 
exploiting parentless children 
by compelling them to do me­
nial work. 
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Mrs~ Christine Minh, wife of 
a .vietnamese physician in San 
Diego and public l'elations di­
rector of the Vietnamese Alli­
ance ,Association denounced 
the findings 'as "grossly inac­
curate." 
, "Slave children are riot a 
part of the Vietnamese cul-
ture," she said. . 

"Ninety percent of the unac­
companied children at the 
camp were those whose fam­
ilies had them evacuated 'first 
hoping to ,join them later. Th~ 
remaining few had been live-in 
baby sitters for some of the 
famiIi~s back in Vietnam. They 
were In no sense slave chil­
dl'en." 
Attention by Welfare Workers 

In the San Diego area, where 
nearly 10,000 refugees have 
settled, county welfare officials 
said they have been alert to re­
ports' <that ~s6me Vletnainese·A 
children had been forced to 
WOI'k for refugee families. The 
county officials said further 
that steps have been taken to 
protect the children. 

Generall Graham~efended his 
report, entitled "Operation New 
Arrival; After Action Report," 
as "wholly factual." 

The report cited said that 
there had been not only con­
fusion but also ·a lack of co­
,ordination among civilian and 
military officials assigned to 
the refugee project and singled 
out the immigration service for 
criticism. 

"For reasons of convenience," 
the report said, the immigra- 'I 

tion service issued 1-94 identity 1 

cards-:-used for aliens legally I 

admitted to the United States 
-to refugees still undergoing 
security checks. . 

As a result, the report said, 
many refugees left the camp 
without authorization and were 
not ,subpect <to· legal action for 
their, absence. 

Denial by' Official 
Donald Day, who headed the 

immigration processing detail at 
Camp Pendletan. denied that 

,his agency had condoned un­
authorized absences. 

He said that contrary to Gen­
eral Graham's account, refugees 
who had lert the camp int- . 
,properly had been charged with ) 
being illegal aliens but that the I 
charges had been dismissed by" 
the United States Attorney's 
office. 
. The Marine Corps' account of 
weapons in the camp was con· 
tained in a section dealing with 
Cambodian refugees. 

,A search of the Cambodians 
and their belongings just prior 
to their transfe.r to Fort Chaf­
fee, Ark., in .October was said 
to have turned up 12 revolvers 
and 1,100 rounds of ammuni-
tion." , 

Much of General Graham'S 
report dealt with what it called 
low standards personal hygiene 
among the refugees and their 
refusal.' to obey the camp's 
sanitation and housekeeping 
.regulations, an accusation di~­
puted by Mrs. Minh. 
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INTERVIEWEE IDENTIFICATION: OOen Paul G, Graham, USMC (Ret) 
Refugee· Center 

LOCATION AND DATE OF INTERVIEW: H£B, Camp Pendleton, Calif 30Sep75 

SUBJECT AND SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF INTERVIEW: 

Debrief of Special Ass~ to 08, MCB, Camp Pendleton 
for Refugee Matters 

DATE OF EVENT (S): Apr-Sep75 

TAPE CONTENT CODES: 

DATE OF DUPLICATE TAPE: 

INTERVIEWEE IDENTIFICATION: LtCol Arthur Brill, USMC 

LOCATION AND DATE OF INTERVIEW: Camp Pendleton, Calif 23Jul75 

. SUBJECT AND SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF INTERVIEW: 

6155 

Speech of Joint Public Affairs Officer, Camp Penaleton 
re/Press Relations ana the Vietnamese Refug~ee 

camp 
DATE OF EVENT(S): Apr-Jul75 

TAPE CONTENT CODES: 

DATE OF DUPLICATE TAPE: 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 



~/ 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • -' ___ .10 _ _ ~' •••• __ -'...~ ... .. " __ .-:~~ .... ~~~ ...... i.,:;i.d":;:i.~..1'{"~'''~''''',-",,,: . ..• ' ...... 

FI/(Sf .I?/AFT t"~ . \ " -
Also in the 1973-1975 monograph will be a Part authored by Dr. ~. 

Gordon tentatively titled, "Refugee Operations - In the Cause of Humanity." 

Beginning with pre-evacuation planning, that part of the narrative will 

carry the t-'.arine Corps I role in the recent SoutheastJ\sia Re~ugee operations 

through to the termination of the Camp jendieton refugee camp on 31 October 

1975. Materials which the Historical Branch has gathered to support that 

portion of the writing program include After Action Reports from Camp 

Pendleton and ~mrine Barracks, Guam. as well as three cartons of operational 

records and supporting documents from Camp ~endletonrs role in supporting 

Operation NEW ARRIVALS, as the refugee program was named. Letter Reports, 

oral history interviews, ~ selected message traffic,.... and collected 

newspaper clippings have also been assembled within the Branch to assist 

the recording of the Marines' work in assisting these new Americans. 
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16 Jan 76 

From: Director of Marine Corps History 
and Museums 

To: 
Reference Section 

Subj: Casulaty figures, Vietnam 

1 .. mat are the "final" casualty 
figures for Narines in the Vietnam 
,Tar? 

2. How many refugees passed through 
Car:1P Pendleton? 

o 

3. Did the camp close 31 October or 
1 November 19751 

V.R. 

~~ 
No staff studies or equivocations; just 
the facts, ma~ 
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Official Denies Vietnamese Are Being 
'Pushed Out the Door' at Indiantown Gap 

By Edwin Chen 
-::oedal to tile Washington Star 

ANNVILLE, POl. - It is 0800 hours 
at Ft. Indiantown Gap. A wintry sun 
peeks over the blue ridge and drh'es 
away the morning frost. 

The breakfast leftovers are being 
disposed of - overcooked scrambled 
eggs and toast are tossed into the 
dumpster, bacon is recycled to 
accompany the boiled string beans 
for lunch, 

As the camp wakes up to another 
day. traffic is picking up on the 
World War II-vintage streets. A line 
of civilian cars is halted by a militarv 
policeman so the pack of children can 
crOSll the street safely to school. But 
a Volkswagen at the head of the line 
is in a hurry and begins to inch for-
ward. . 

THE GUARD exchanges scowls 
with the VW's driver. The book-laden 
children ignore the exchange. They 
are .discussing the No.1 topic here: 
the' closing of school next Saturday. 
They are speaking Vietnam-ese. 

Behind the miles of thin, twisting 
strips of sagging white tape that 
encompass this "cantonment," more 
than 3,000 Vietnamese refugees are 
still cloistered in a quiet corner of the 
18.000-acre military outpost, waiting 
for the Americans to do it for them. 
Just one more time. 
- But gone today is the initial air of 
fervent faddishness. Gone are the 
jeeps mounted with loud speakers 
broadcasting announcements and 
EngJish-Janguaged pop songs. Gone 
is the friendly Good Humor man. The 
plastic footballs, Barbie dolls, jigsaw 
puzzles and frisbees have 'fallen by 
the wayside. 

Gone are the welcoming cummit· 
tees: Now the big push is on to spon­
sor out the remaining refugees. It 
goes under a briskly military and 
brut~lly cold code name,. "Closing 
the Gap." -

"I DON'T LIKE this 'move 'em 
out' business. I prefer a more human 
interaction," said one worker for the 
U.S. Catholic Conference, the largest 
volunteer agency here. who:said he is 
quitting the organization when the 
camp is shut down. Like other volun­
tary agency officials, he· believes 
human factors are being ignored for 
the sake of expediency. , 

"This-is not a great ·dumping­
ground. operation," counters Alan 
Carter, the camp's senior civilian 
coordinator. "But there is a need to 
dose for human and political rea-
sons.··· , . 

"The refugees are still going to le­
r:iiimate, fully verified sporlsors." he 
added. noting that government offi­
cials and volunteers will still do 
'folloW-Up checks to assure that 
everything goes all right. ,; -

EUT THE IMPRESSION of haste 
and expediency remains. For exam· 
pic, Carter admits that some of the 
refugees will be farmed out to spon· 
sors who wiII not be told of troubles 
,t,cy got into while at Indiantown 
Gap. Problem refugees. including 
those guilty of extortion at the camp. 
will mingle with the others who will 
be dispersed throughout the nation. 

In the end. it's a matter of money. 
Unless a refugee can display $4.000 in 
cash for himself and each member 0' 
hi,; famity. he must ha,'e a sponsor 
before he is "paroled." 

A sponsor is an individual or a 
::~roup that pledges -c- but is not held 
legally responsible - to provide for 
the refugee and his family until they 
C:la stand on their own feet. The pa­
role status assigned to the refugees 
after they leave Indiantown Gap is 
the result of a quirk in ImmlgratLOn 
regulations, and it adds two years to 
the normal five-ye::!r waiting period 
before an immigrant is accorded full 
U.S. citizenship rights, according to 
Carter. 

ONL Y A FEW memories remain of 
the happy May days when they ar­
rived in bus loads to the tunes of 
marching high school bands, Ameri· 
can flags and speeches. All that re­
mains in this detention camp where 
no one works is a pervasive feeling of 
misery that has settled over the fort 
like the cold fog that each night 
shrouds the undulating hills here in 
Pennsylvania Dutch country. 

Inside, older refugees sit with pen­
sive stoicism day in, day out in make­
shift libraries plastered with dog­
eared travel posters. listening to cas­
sette recordin"s of hauntingly sweet 
Vietnamese music. contemplating the 
vicissitudes of war-.and the price of 
peace. 

Outside, there is only the cheery 
sounds of children at playas gangs of 
youngsters - some seem surprised 
by their ownyitality - dash between 
the green-and-white clapboard bar­
racks like a flock of hungry seagulls 
going after a ship's refuse. 

THE RESTIVE middle-aged and 
'young adult refugees, in their over­
sized military fieI'd jackets, do not 
want the past preserved. but the fu­
ture explained. How far is- Arlington? 
Can I get a job as an airplane me· 
chanic? Hl'W much is an apartment? 

In the haste to close the camp, the 
sheltered interlude that was sup­
posed to allow a quiet transition 
between two cultures is about to end. 
The melting pot has become a pres· 
sure cooker. 

Now has come the time for second· 
guessing or, in the words of one refu· 
gee. "what you Americans call 'Mon· 
day morning quarterbacking.' .. 

PHAN TRUNG QVAN. 49. Thuy's 
strolling companion on " pebble­
strewn dirt path, said. "I left because 
I wanted liberty, f~ecdom and democ­
racy. The Communists would have 
killed me and my family. So with a 
sick heart I left. A sick 'heart. It is 
very sad. 1 will always remember the 
land where 1 was born. But I cannot 

. live under the Communisis." he said 
as a fitful wind sent dU'st swirling 
about. Quan was an employe of the 
Bank of Saigon. 

A third man admitted, "I did not 
want-to leave. But. because I worked 
for the Americans, the Communists 
would have killed me." He said he 
went to work for U.S. contractors 
nearly 10 years ago in t'he Central 
Highlands, where he was born. "You 
Americans always paid very well: 
there were many mouths to feed in 
my family." 

However real those fears were last 
April. news dispatches from Saigon 
report few executions. Ttle new gov­
ernment apparently has cJ:losen to try 
to wIn over enemies and potential 
enemies through indoctrination. 

Many'who €led last Aprii. including 
military personnel and employes of 
the U.S. government .• have gone 
back. 

But those developments cannor 
prevent the stories here, after" time 
from becoming pathetically familiar' 
a hasty departure; families, friends 
and valued belongmgs left behind; a 
child spilled into the South China Sea 
his head bobbing, then disappearing 
mto the churning wake of overloaded 
fishing boats speeding out to sea' 
fear of Communist reprisals: longing 
for freed"", 

THE VISION has waned 
for some. Of the 8S here who 
want to return home, 30 are 
refusing to be moved out'to 
American homes for fear 
that the move will endanger 
their standing with their 
country's new rulers or that 
they will simply be lost in 
the bureaucracy. 

"In the last six months, 
we have lived in extremely 
painful circumstances. Our 

·young wives agd children 
are still expec-ting our re­
turn," one refugee seeking 
repatriation told Mrs. Taft 
and Prince Suddrudin Aga 
Khan, the United Nations 
bigh commissioner on refu­
gees, who came to meet 
with them last week. 

"Even if we are given 
homes here, we would be 
dying slowly, mentally," 
pleaded anot~er refugee. 
"Here we are like birds 
without a sky_" , 

Asked at a p,ress confer­
ence why the refugees could 
not remain here until their 
return to Indochina, Mrs. 
Taft conceded: "One has to 
look at it from the fiscal 
standpoint. •. As long as 
there are sponsorships 
available they should ac­
cept them. I don't believe 
the federal government has 
the responsibility ~o keep 

"There's ItO way we're pushing 
them out the door," added Julia 
Vadala Taft, director of the presi­
dent's Interagency Task Force for 
Indochina Refugees, who vi-sited In­
diD.ntown Gap last week. 

Said a 58-year-old man. named 
Thuy: "Sometimes I feel it was 
wrong for me to leave. For the young 
people. it is a good thing. But me? I 
don't know anymore. Because I am 
very homesick for my family, for m) 
friends, for my relatives and for my 
country. I feel haIr dead." 

(SEE I.NDIAHTOWN GAP ••• Pg:. 
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peopl~ i~l,!,\;:~ .¥!" ;o~~· . '.' ',~ ~i'v;l;a:' ;o;l;r~~;o~ 'V:::s' ..... -=--:-=-:~~,~:-~~~:~ .~c~':i'.;;.,:iL~. / v ( ,:;!,,"' I periods of time "when ·they hired to do the cooking, but ·Untted States, someone has said one' harried voluntee~ 
h . t 'r printed m .block letters rha'i worke, 'I. 'r:~~tl:'!! op.por 'lJnl yto the'starchY,bl<jnd offerings. :sugges,t, ,the aUfhor is.-a . The,' tl'epidati~'J- . and 

.' , iue. ,indiStinguj!iliible. {rom. chHd:_ ~'~J ]ov.e Y9U," " r.eructance of some ,refugees 
'1 "WENEEDto'go home," 'Army cuisine, with an'abun- "No, I dan't think a ,lot Qf to venture forth into a soci-

'another refugee ;told Taft dance of soggy rice and 'the refugees' are h'appy ety th~yknow ~s less--t..t~J!--
.. , 'and :Khan. uThllf 'as ;where ' white bread. '. 'a·bont lE~avIng ... Some who -wHling torecelve them/Is 
: our hearts, 'our'viha-ges and' .. They are fed en .m~ "were !s]mllsol':ed ,out 'have imder~tand'abletO: camp 
:tour 'families are. We 'hop'e . inilitary style. moving :.written ,us to say theY want .director Carter, who said: 
1 ,youwm understand. 'No'po, ' slowly down . the chow:line,' .toc.ome .baC'k"~to:.' this. 
!liticalfactors'cittet'here:'" ,pl~stic utensils in ,one :haild school," ,sa'id teacher Dean 
if' , ' ·andstyrofoam.cups,i!n-the, '. ;DeFino. "''But now we are 

I Khan, 'who bas ,k~n ne· other, thl'usting ;ouf :their - . mor.ec.oncerned with trYi~il: 
.gotiating ·wiiti;:$e~'.new pafP~rplates-to .. aci:ePt gobs, ·-.,to prepare-them for people 

1

'::;,'. ,rulers of Saigon and ·Phnom ° dlshessometlmesthey.do OIlt ide ho ay n t II like • ·.-Penhon the question of not rec()gnize. They'e'at in j swm 0 .a 
repatriation, .advised .the silence .. ', . '.', . ithem,-.unHke'in:here," .. 

·refugees .• "the' ''Countries The cooks ',read'to"Vfet. I, 
-you have left;ha~ ·,ma.ny namese criticism ,of the' fare 'll'HE iREF·UGEES· .mo-
'problems, difficulties. So- ,it with -indignation .. ".1 .don't lI'ale'~is ,sinking," .said Gail 
,takes ,time." know wliat the ,hellcthey"re ·'Gromis, .. 22·,canother"teach­

complaining' ,'about:. 'There's' ,er. ":r~ ,realize1the. end is 
M.ore than 1'40.,000 refu-' . . ; .... It's J'ke the d "., . plenty to eat:', "" '. 'com_ ... ;'·., 1 . ·en;", 

·gees - including several .:any ,schOOl 'year. 'But 'here, 
hundred Cambodians 'anda 'BUT mE CONTROVER- nobody knows_where ·they 
handfuloC:-Chinese -';have SY about the food point5-tO 'are going after school 
.arrived in the U:S, since ·the the 'Iarger :problem: .Uttle ,closes." Gromis :sald. she 
'ProyisionaJ :RevOlutionary·· has been. done to under- :and '·many other teachers 
'Government marched into stand and respond to ,l'be ',have ,begUn ·.to devote :more 
_Saigon !last s.pring, They ',tastes andsensibilitiesof.time 'to -<:onsCwusness-rais-
'weresca\tered at ·'Camps, un the Vietname'se,' :-fng· ,raP ,sessions 'wifh. ~the 
·Guam, in Camp -Pendleton, ,. "The :food is a 'minor ·:refugees ·than on ;grammar 
·:Ca.; Ft. ·Ch'linee,Ark.; problem,but w~ are'star.v.·· 'ami ·diction. The 'result is 
:Eglin Air ·For.ce-·Base, :Fla.:;' . iog psychOlogically;" said ,somelimes-ramblingdiscus-
·and ·bere. -All 'are 'closed .one refugee.'. . 'SionsOD,aU,.American prob-
now-ex~pt'!ndiaRhlwnGap', ""One 'mormng "1 ,wa's' 'lemS'Of job hunting, ·renting 
'and 'Chaffee;'wbere 9;000 ,crying'because·!'.was,thitik- .an~partment, .commutiqg, 
.refugees sti!t:await'sponsor" 'ing about [[!y brothers. 'my·.ba1ancing·a budget; apply­
·:Ship.·· ". ,s,lsters, my father 'and my - ing 'for credit :and :buying 

·THE·-:PlltOJ·ECTlE!IlJ)·clos­
,mg date 'for 'the -·A:r.kansas 
camp cis mid"December_ III 

i !:aU, ·more than .118;000 'have 
i ibeenresettledthrougbout 
; ,the country. 'Some '6;500 

;have moved to :another 
, ,.~oi:mtry, Se:venty-,six have 
:ilied, :1,546 have 'returned 
, ,·ilome.to:Soutbeasr.As.ia. , 
.~ .About 15,900 .refugees 
, Illave bieen assigned ·to 'this 
; Icamp, ;and ,about 3;000 of 
t ithem,areleft"iiving-out the 
!!l'emaining iiiays :befON! 'they 
:: 'are 'dispersed ,through ;the 
: <e>ountry :behind. endless 
I \white tap·e. strung 'up ',be­
, 'tWeen ,wooden sawhorses.. 
~ The 'makeshift ;barriers'are 
! iboth ,oreal 'and '!;Y:mbolic.: 
I :they.demark'both :the rcamp 
; 'and ·'traditions ,Of laQg\J8ge. 
j,'i::ulture,. histor:;V" ~thics, 
I 'tradition\ancLiCieology •.. 
j 'Jrhe<s,ymbolic ,bal'rier 'has 
l ,not 'been briUgediany more 

'than ·the ,real ·one. An 
,American :public :health 
'nurSe, .for 'exa·mple, .tells .a 
'-visitor: ":rile 'refugees are 
'used.to having 'their :babies 
'die'be-causeJi.Ce just ·isn~t ·as 
',important ,to' them, as:it is ·to 
\us. 'It 'doesn~t·mean 'as :much 
1to tbem.u 

·.The woman, a 'lieutenant 
c'clon'el in ,the Ar'llJ yore­
;ser:ves 'f;roni 'Texall, lI:uns ·:a 
;f.amiiy planning ;Clinic :and 
)helps :to 'inspect ,-thee ;living 
'quarters 'and ,dining JaciIi-
:ties~ . " . 

":lI'lllIE:V 'lll" AOOlE! \the fooa 
;oUt '01' tire ',mess 'halls into 
'ftheir ;barrac~s, ,which thev 
aren't ~ppoS'8d 'to;do, and 
'then ,-they .let '.tbe :food just 
'Sit 'arOtDId lattTactina :flies;" 
'S:heatl;ts ... ','BU1:,ro-h, -ttlfW 
just lowe ·'tne 'Coo'd :though. 
'They ,eat like'pigs:" 

mother,"sa'id "Ng\\yen Thi used.cars, 
:Cam. "An -Amer.i.can .got . ·"-A.pamc'has set in. Ijust 
'mad and·said: ·You;haVe.no ,try ·,to ,keep ,their -spirits.up. 
:right ·to .be;upseH You 'have ,'A ',lot ·of ,tnem ,are 'bummed 
'your husband 'and~your ,chil- :out;" said·Gromis. 
,dren 'with you:' :But 'what :Some·do:not··want'.to leave 
inany Ameriicans do nat .. ;if 'tb.ey ,could. They .came 
understand :is'! :have .-lost . seeking ;a ·new ,life and the 
nw fanilly ... · . . ifreedoms ,and .luxuries oLa 
Anotb~r pr;otilem :here., ':land 'they ,knew ·only as 

says Victor 'Lawrence, a '''{[he !Big :P.X" .and many 
guidance 'cOunselor, ,is ,tbat _have 'faunii it .nearlyimpos-
··'·the ;refugees -'lake ;sie.tas .sible'to-Ienhe·old ways 'go. 
a:ftei' luncb,·i~ of·stiinlf "rm vrillingto staY ,here 
back ·to 'achocii_ 'Now \we',unti1.the,catl!.p·closes," Anh 
realizEi·thGiir.eulture'm :61'1· lNgOO .Pham., '40, .anex-
ferent; ibnt :ne.v.er.tbele.SB 'major 'in :the :South Viet-
.- . we ;doi)~t :conitoneth'i's namese 'al'Diy, '8 ays.witb .'a 
sort 'of activity;" '. lsbr:u,g. .-

"With oitl.y . Weeks !left. ,re- . What.then:? 
,education··andacctilturation "M-a::ybe 'my ,sister iand 
· are 'now:being-attem..Pted ,st' iller :sponsor 'in ,Ca1ifornia 
·'fUll'speed.'· '!can 'ts'ke 'me. It .is '-warm 

\UNTn.the·:middle'Ol'Sep. ·'there,.])o?" 
\tember; ,attendance ,at an 
.c1asseswas -voluntat;Y. ',But 
w'iththe :knoviled'ge ,of ~the 
camp's .impendiug 'Closil\g 
date,tbe.~PennsYlvlUlia 'De- . 
':partment 'of :Education 
'hired 75 ,teachers ·at :$55 ,s 
'daY,set upia'scbOOl:system 
from kinder.gar:ten ·:through, 
high 'scnool:;'aIl'iLma:de 'at­
·tendance .. mand'ator,y jfor 
thoseililder::18,~0l'.ding'to 
state Ja'w, 

Thereare.night :classes, 
: artS and crafts 1workShops, 
'oCcupational :training .,a-nd 
.an .inter.scitolastic ,-.s:pons 
· program; ;in 'additioll ,to ':the 
traditional subjects" , 
· . · .. ·Wom~g!here;lslso;much 
'better ,tha.n iin !alSChoOl 'OR 
,the ,outside,;" ·caili '-one 
·.teacnet'. "'iHeI'e'·.ev:eJy,body 
"iseal!:er,to learn," . .. 
< 'Thepltogfess.m<tfre~pupils 
,is visible in ,the ~.af.fiU ,an 

. --around,' 'man.y· iin 1tiilingua'1 
: .';;oJ IlxtKpoSirion'- .' '·~LiiI-e is 

, dream, "JSa'iii,one. :In'a ,pam· 
. t>hl~t above a ':'lap .o'f <t:hc:o 

PHA-M .:5A:11> !he 'was 
,undergoing ·military train­
;ing:in',the ·U;S. ··when .Saigon 
'fell. "M¥ ,w,ife ;and seven 
'.children idid ,not find the 
'\t'ranspor,tation 'out;" '. ,he. 
;-said. . 

,Camp ,officials ;say ,Pham 
;is .ian ·,~xtreme ·exception, 

.. }Ever,y "refugee cw:ants :out, 
;they.said. , 
.. ;Many more· 'i;efugees', 
'h()wever;, 'ate ,diffil:ult ,to'lo­
·.cate 'sponsors .rfor ~becaLise 
',jliey 1Set ··~condiiions"·:to be 
,met 'bd01'e \1ih~'Y'!WilI :leave, 
··said ,J.;a,rry 'Flood, ,a 'task 
"force . '.spok:esm:an. 1'01' 
'je!IGuI~ple., ·the :fis·her.men 
:_nct 1m ;be ;relo~ted :as ,a 
!group; lthe \Cath<ilics ,do not 

, ''Want 'm 'be :s.ponsor.ed '·by 
'Ltrihet;ans; "the .)la:r:ger .,fami-

: .1ies,-,srune··witb )IS':or .,more 
Imemlrer.s - ,do ,not -,:w.an:t.'-to 
,be 'separatell' ; ,'Ot!hers .'insist 
;on,relocation'in,atWarm eli· 
,mate." 

.• ',it's 'a ~h~r.ct$1~ t:as,k/: 
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"rnEY, ARE going to :a 
'sponsor whom most often 
they do'not:lcnow,rhave not 
-ev.en seen, :and into a cul­
.tore they ,don't really, fully 
understand. . , • I suppose 

. a few may get .comfortable 
.here, but they're ,going 'to 
'have· to 'leave, " -

ICamp ·officials point to 
:Dang·Van··D.ug as, the typi-

. :cal 'refuge~ here. The 38-
yeal',old .. man was a foreign 
,service officer statkllled in 
Manila when the end came 
for the Republic of South 
Vietnam. He and :his family 
of six 'were among 2,000 

. others who were stranded 
in, '01' 'fled t~.a third coun­
tI'Y and ·who arrived here 
,last month. , 
,"·A new life! A -:oig chal­
lenger;'·exclaimed:Dung. "1 
·think :my wife and ·my chil­
.dr-en wjll encounter mini­
;mal ' .. difficulties here 

. becauSe we already speak 
'some. EI;Iglish," . 

BUt ,e:v:en Dung balked 
',when .a 'nearby: charitable 
,organization 'Offered.to take 
,the 'Dungs with ·.·several 
other famiIie's in·a "pack· 

·'.-age" sponsorship deal be· 
'cause, -Dung said, he want­
ed'to:be reunited with his 
family ~his' wife's brother, 
'her:sister'-and her'mother in 
'Takoma,Wash .. 

"YO[JCA.NNO'll' buy 
-a:ffection with mones;" 
'Dung ;saJd. '.<Butto.·be here 
-..in ·the 'U;S; 'is ,great. U'.s 
:great. ,For me. If yvu 'work I 
,hard .here, :you ,can 'make ·a 
.decent:liviml." 

)Meanwhile, 'the ,ground -is 
;getting :bariler 'ana :the .days ,I 
are .grnwing shorter as ·the 

·camp 'PQPLilationdwindles I 
ct(}war.d zero. Indian sum­
mer has come 'and ·.gone, So 
:Classes ·are '--let· out at J:30 .to 
give'the' refugees : some free 
dayligbthouns ; for mor;e lei-

'sureiy;pursuits. . 
. . 'It,is this ,time of day when 
,the refugees reclaim thei·&" 
·1i.ves ,and .their time. 'The 
'oarrow"grid-Jike streets 
,suddenJy :become filled wjth 
coUples out for a stroll,old 
,women in baggy black .paja­
mas:and young;girls,in their 
;ao dais. . 

. ,And 'sitting lotus· style 
"near'the street is,a 'wizened 
:man !>lttll:the .. pedantic awk­
warcdness '·of· '-a ,Confucian 
·scholar, 'who 'nods sageI.y 
·and tsa.ys: "When.1 'got on 
,that,boat,'!cthought,we were 
,the ,bLessed. ·'Now '1 ·.know 
better; .we ,are 'the ,damn-
,:00.'" , 

;He .lIesuined .his· .lotus 
,POsition',and 'began :to ,scan 
~hewant .ads in the Harris­
.urg'Patriot . 
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rt~~Tl~~~-: (,A:P ..... _ .. - .-::-.-::; ~.::i::~~~~'::-~~~ __ ~.~ ~_ ... _~ .'.'!~~_: 'v '":'_=:'- - "1 
j ~iiZ'"'iii oS pJJmf) :fo-~ J'Wg_ -~. A-chllli.an:-son tr,3'c-.tOi'" W-.t:J~ Vn;rcd St3~someG,.:'C-.:~ud one harrJed ,"'ohintecr l~ 

-- \ ..... nods of ume w~rj;tffiey hIred to do the cookmg. but pnnted m block letters that w~r~___ _ 
..,,._------ ht-:ve an opportunlty to the"'starchy~ bland offerings \ __ ~.~!e--::! :-rne-aUthor 15 i3 The trevid.afran-=-=an-d 

resettlc:~ 35 indl~t~QgU~J;1_able front \ chH~I..ln.ve yo~ : rch.u.::f:tIlCe of sonlC r«;Jugecs 
r~ '-~ _ .. - -Army cUlstne. wIth ~n ",bun' "No. I don't thmk-a -lot oJ to """ture fQrth. wto a $OCI-

.. ~ NEED to go borne. dance af soggy rIce and the refugees are happy~ty-tP9 knaw ~s less tha.n 
... anoth<.'T rc~ugee told Taft white bread. . about leaving, Some who wilJjng to-rece~_them IS '-1 .. -and ID . .an. 1'b .... at. f .. S W. here They are fed en ma~se, were sponsored out, have understandable to~e~amp , ". ou .. _h"a~, our viJ~ages and military style, mO":lng written US to say they want director Carter, who sa,d: :-..:C' . our 'f~mtlles are. ,We hope slowly down ,tho: chow line. to come back to this 

'>-o;-:s-. ~ , ,~u .wiJl understand ... No p'o" __ plastlc utensds 10 one hand school," said teacher Dean "THEY ARE going to a 
. ~ ... ' ~ '\f:lcatfa<:~m:s_e;n:e~ ... ~. and styrnf~ CUPS in t.1!e DeFino. "But now we are sponsor whmn most often 

. ~ / ..f.,:..K.ha.n, 'who, ~.a.fJ>e!:n ne· other. thrustIng ·ou~· theIr more concerned with trying they do ,not know. have not 
g..,tlat>ng w.tl:t .. ;{~e :new .pap~r plates to.accept: gobs to prepare them for people even seen. and into a cul-

~' nllCl'S of Saigon and Phnom . of dIshes so.meumes they ~o outside who may not aU like lure they don't really, fully 
·Penh -on the question of n,at recogmze. They eat In ,them unlike in here." understand .... I suppose 
,repatriation. , .. dvised the s.lence. . ' a few may get comfortable 
Cl-eiugees. Uthi!: ',,!'uotries The coo~:, react to V,et- THE REFUGEES' Ino- here, but they're going to. 
you ·bave left'have many name~e ".ntlc,.sm o!,the fat;'" rale "is sinking." said Gail have to leave." 
'problems difficulties So it With mdlgnation. I don t .Gromis, 22. another teach- Cmnp officials point to 
·takestim~." . know what the hell they're cr. "They realize the end is Dang Van Dug as the typi-

More than 140.aOO refuc complaining .'~bout. There's coming. It's like the end of cal refugee here. The 38-
'gees _ including several plenty to eat. any school year. But here. year-old rn~n was ~ {orei~n 

=~~ .!i~~::~a:::v! S':al{!~~e'f.!ipoR't.~-:~ ~~~o~::w~f't"::r~c~oeJ ~~~~: ~~~Cne~h~t~t~ofdns~~mtlnhe 
;arrived in the ·U.S. since the closes." Gromis said she for the Repubhc 0 ou 
'Provisional ·Revolutionary the larger problem: Little and many other teachers Vietnam. He and his family 
'Gov.ernment marched into has been done to under- have be~'n to devote more of six were aJDong 2.000 
Saigon last sprin·g. They stand and respond to the ·tiIIle to "~iousness-rais- others who were stranded 
'were scattered at camps nn tastes and sensibilities of ing rap sessions with the in or fled to. a third coun-
'Guam. in Camp Pendleton, t~,.~~e~n~:o~seis a minor refugees than on grammar trY and who arrived here 
Ca.; Ft. 'Chaffee, A.rk.: problem. but we are slarv- and diction. The result is la~AmnOenwtb·ll·fe '. A 'lOjg. cha I. 
,Eglin Air Force 8ase,Fla,; hi' II" 'd sometimes·rambUngdiscus- ." 
'Ilnd bere. All are closed ing psyc ooglea y, sal sionson all-American prob- lenge!" exc~aimed Dung. '.'1 
now eJtCeJ)t Indiantown Gap on::'O~f:;ge;.·orning I was lerns of job hunting. renting think YIly Wife and my chil-
and -charfee_where 9,000 crying because I was think. an .apartment, commuting, dren will encounter mini~ 
n!fugees still await·sponsor- ing about my brothers, my balancing a budget, apply. mal difficulties here 
'1dIip. - sisters, my father and my ·ing for credit and buying because we already speak 

, mother," said Nguyen Thi used cars. some E!lglish." 
THE PROJECTED clos- Cam." An American got "A panic has set in. I just But even Dung balked 

.ng date for the Arkansas Illad and said: 'You have no ,try .tt> keep their spirits up. .wben a nearby charitable 
·eamp ·islllid-Decentber. In right to be upset! You have A lot of them are bum:med organization offered to take 

. ·'all. more than 118,000 have your husband and your chil- out," said Gromis. the Dungs with several 
' ·been resettled throughout dren with you_' But wbat Some do not want to leave other familie·s in a "J)ack-
',tbe cou~tryd Some 6,500 Inany Americans do not if,they could. They callle . age" sponsorship deal be-
.,bB"e m ve to an·other understand is I have lost seeking a new life and the cause, Dung suid. he want-
, '!Country. SeVeDIy-sl.1 have my family." freedoms and luxurl"" of a cd to be r"united with his 
~ed. 1.~46 t;:;ve returned Another problem ·bere. land they knew only as family _ his wife's brother. 

me to out ast Asia. says Victor Lawrence, a "The Big PX" and many her sister and her Inother in 
.About 15.000 refugees guidance counselor, .is ·tbat have found it nearly impos- Takoma. Wash. 

,bave been assigned to this "the refugees take .siestu sible to let tbe old ways go . 
. ~amp. 'and about 3,000 of after lunch. inttead of golD. "I'm willing to stay here 
ctbem are left, living out the back to school. Now_ ,until the camp closes." Anh 
1I'elnaining days before they realize tbeir culture is di'l- Ngoc Pbam. 40. an ex· 

. ,.re ·dispersed;·through ,the ferent. 'but nevertheless major jn the South Viet-
: ~~ntr:v bebind -endless . .. . we don't 'condone ·this namese army. says with a 
, ·Wbite 'tape ·strunlt ·up be- sort of activity." • ,shrug, 
} 'tWeen -wooden sawborsea.. With only ·weeks left. re- What then? 
~ ·Tbe ·JDueshift barriers 'are education and acculturation "Maybe my sister and 
: 'botb Teal 'and 'Symbolic: are 'now beil)g attempted at ;ner sponsor in California 

'Ibey.demarl< both 1:be.calDP full speed. ·can ·take me. It is wal"m 
, l8nd UWditi<ms of bnguaae. UNTIL the middle of,Sep. there,jJo?" 
: ,<culture., bistory. ·ethics. 'tember, attendance ·at all 

>tradition:BDdideo1og:_ classes was VOIUDtary. But 
'The:QIDboltc 4>arrier bas with the .knowle4ge ·of the 

iI'Iat'beeO IJrHtged-any more camp's impending .closing 
'than 'the real nne. An date. the Pennsylvania De-
,·Anlerican 'public health cpartment of ·Educstion 
:nurse, :··for 'example. tells a hired 75 teachers ·at S55 .a 
.. j,.J.tor: "The refugees are day. set up a school system 
'used·.to 'having ·their babies from ltindergartenthrough 
-aie'beeauselife just isn't as high school .and ·made at-
fuuponant,to·themas it is to tendance mandatory .for 
·,us~n,doesn~tme.an'as much those under 18. according to 
;;to,rtnem.u state law. 

The wnrnan. a lieutenant There are night classes, 
,colo riel 'in ,the Al'my re-- arts and crafts workshops. 
':~ ;from 'rexas. :runsa DCCUpationaI trainillB . .and 
If'aJnily planning clinic ,and an inter-.scholastic -sports 
llrelps to inspect 'the living program, ,in additioD to ·the 
,.-.iarters ·and dining facili- traditional subjects. 
~s. ·"Working·here is.&O much 

better than in 'a>iChool on 
the outside," -said 'one 
. teacher. "':Here everybody 

·'°'TIIEY TAKE <the food 
«I1It oOf the '.mess halls into· 
'·their :barrae"s. ·which they 
·aren1t ·~pposed 'to do, and 
·,tben'tbey ;let ·tlre :food just 
18ii.arotmd lBlttaCtiq ;flies:" 
'!die adb. ·"But,.Gb, ·tbq 
,just 'In,,e 'the 'foodtbough. 
They·eatlike·pigs.·' 

is eager ,to learn.U 
The progress or the pupils 

:is visible in ·the graffiti aU 
around. 'many iin lbilinguaJ 
~juxtapo.Bition. "'Life .is 
'dream."'said one.'In·a .pam­
.ohlet above a map Of ·the 

PHAM SAID 'he was 
undergoing military train· 
ing in 'the U.S. ·when Saigon 
fell. "My ·wife and seven 
children ,did not find the 
'transportation out," he 
said. 

£amp officials say Pham 
:is an extreDle exception .. 
Every refugee wants out. 
'they said. 

Many more refugees, 
however, are difficult to lo­
cate sponsors for because 
,they ·.set "conditions" to be 
·l1let 'before ·they .will leave. 
said Larry Flood, a task 
.force spokesman. For 
example, ·the .fishermen 
w,an·t ,to:be relocateCI as a 
group; the Catholics,do not 
'want 'to·be sponsor.ed by 
··Lutberans; the 'larger 'fami­
lies-son>e with 15 OZ'n1ore 
'ntembers - do not want to 
,be 'separated; ,others insist 
.on ',relocation in a warnt eli­
.mate. 

:_·~.~~s a hercu]~ task.·~ 
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"YOU CANNOT buy 
affection with money." 
Dung said. "But to be here 
in the U.S. is great. It's 
great. For me. If you worll 
.hard here, you can make a 
decent living." 

Meanwbile, the ground is 
getting harder and the days 
are growing shorter as the 
camp population dwindles 
toward zero. Indian sum· 
mer has COJne and gone. So 
'classes are let out at 3:30 to 
give the refugees some free 
daylight hours for more lei­
surely pursuits. 

It is· this time of day when 
the refugees reclaim their 
lives and their time. The 
narrow, grid·like streets 
suddenly become filled with 
couples out for a stroll, old 
women in baggy black paja­
mas and young girls in their 
aadais. 

And sitting lotus-style 
near the street is a wizened 
man with the pedantic awk­
wardness of a Confucian 
schnlar. wha nods sagely 
and says: "When I got on 
that boat, I thought .we were 
,the blessed. Now I know 
better; we are the damn­
ed." 

He resumed his lotus 
.position and began to scan 
'he ,want ads in tbe Harris­
urg Patriot_ 

.. 
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BALTIMORE SUN 
1 November 1975 Pg.7 

Last. ~f ~efugees 
leave Pendleton 

Camp '. Pendleton, Calif. 
(NYT)-.The Indochinese refu­
gee center at this sprawling 
Soutbern California' Marine 

i base closed officially yesterday 
when Liang Sui Lang, bis wife 
and nine cbildren climbed 
aboard a van with their spon­
sors at 8.30 A:M. and headed for 
Los Angeles. 

They were the last of tbe 50,-
426 persons processed tbrougb 
here in the six months and two _.i. ___________ •. __ _ 
days since April 29, when the 
refugees from South Vietnam 

, began to, arrive as their gov· 
ernmellt collapsed. 

Fort Chaffee, Ark., still has 
11,384 refugees, including 244 

wbo were shipped there in re­
cent days from Camp Pendle­
ton because tbey did not have 
sponsors. Indiantown Gap, Pa., 
has 4,065. 
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MEMORANDUM 

NEW ARRIVALS MILITARY COORDINATION CENTER 
Marine Corps Base 

Camp Pendleton, California 92055 

From: Deputy Officer in Charge, Operation "NEW ARRIVALS" 
To: Brigadier General SIMMONS, U. S. Marine, Corps 

l!JLW/jwc 
3000 
14 Nov 1975 

Subj: Operation "NEW ARRIVALS It
, submission' of after action data 

Ref: (a) Fonecon between Brigadier General SIMMONS and Lieutenant Colonel 
WATSON, of 12 Nov 1975 

Enc1: (1) Packing list. box 1 
(2) Packing list, box 2 
(3) Packing list. box 3 

1. In accordance with reference (a). three boxes of 'reference data, 
photographs and.individual NAMCC after action reports have been'mailed 
under separate cover to Commandant, U~ S. Marine'Corps (HD) 

2. The final After Action Report will be published in approximately two 
weeks. 

3. Enclosures (1), (2) and (3) are inventories of the three-box shipment. 

4. If I may be of any further assistance. I can be reached at the Third 
Marine Aircraft Wing, MCAS. El Taro (Santa Ana), California • 

. Respectfully submitted, 

J. L. WATSON 
-Lieutenant Colonel, U. S. Marine Corps 
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1. CAMP 1,2,3, 
2. CAMP 4 
3. CAMP 5 
4. CAMP 6 
5. CAMP SAN ONOFRE 
6. CAMP 8 
7. ADMIN SECTION 
8. SECURITY SECTION 
9. OPERATIONS SECTION 

10. REFUGEE AFFAIRS 
11. (SPECIAL SERVICES) 
12. COMMUNICATIONS 

13. PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
14. LOGISTIC SUPPORT GROUP 
15. MISCELLANEOUS NOTES 
16. S ITREP REPORTS 

DECLASSIFIED 

INVENTORY 
BOX III 

17. SAMPLE OF CIVILIAN AGENCY REPORTS 
18. LSA PHASEDOWN REPORTS AUG-OCT 
19. SAMPLE NAMCC SOP 
20. OPERATION ORDER.W/ANNEXES 
21. PHASEDOWN ORDER W / ANNEXES 
22. PROBLEM AREAS AND LESSONS LEARNED CAMP -'INPUTS 
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28 APR - 25 OCT 
28 APR - 25 OCT 
28 APR - 14 OCT 

2 MAY - 3 OCT 
30 APR - 26 OCT 

3 MAY - 17 OCT 
28 APR - 15 SEPT 
28 APR - 31 OCT 
29 APR - 31 AUG 
29 APR - 31 OCT 
29 APR - 31 AUG 
29 APR - 21 MAY 

1 JUNE - 31 OCT 
29 APR - 31 OCT 
29 APR.,.. 31 OCT 

10 JUNE - 31 OCT· 
(INCOMPLETE) 

Enclosure. (1) 
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BOX tl3 

AERIAL MOSAIC OF' CAMP PENDLETON REFUGEE CENTER 
REPRESENETIVE PHOTOS OF CAMP LIFE. 

--------~.------ .- - - - . 
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE TENT CAMPS 
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".-.- -1 
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Enclosure (3) 
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Figure 1 The Chai#l oj'lA;'A!'I<!tm:i at Camp Pe.::;Ilo:o!il's RI!/ugl:a Camp. 

HEAD, STATE DEPARTMENT 
INTER·AGENCY TASK FORCE 

1 1======.&='''''-"""'==1'1 COMMANDING GENERAL 

~ 
f~ 

~ _____ lL ___ ~ 
STATE DEPARTMfjl.!i AND I 

VOLUNTEER ,o.GENC1ES I 
______ .. _1 

CAMP 1-2·3 , Ctl,rv;4J 

';"he refugee ,- un r _ "', r~ '1:uure, presented some 
unique problems_ fhe :JaSK ,~oal of the camp was for it 
__ , be di''iohed a~ <.jLl,,,,i, ,L' :'l'-"~Ihle, thu~ eliminating 
:nan, murivawrs or ,:t'lct;On'i normally available. This 
Inc a,pen alone made the retugee camp a challenging 
:e~t vf leadership :lnd man:lgerial skills, The ultimate 
~ifr-w allow :l deser;lOt; refugee co leave the carnp­
A"a~ nor m [he power ut ',tIe lamp commander. The 
ultimate punishmenr-w ~end a recalcitrant back to 

)outh Viernam-was :.mthlllkable by definition. Even 
ro Kl\t~ !11aterwl fewar.:' '.1, '" lJ"TCpracricaJ. both because 
Jj' :i1e' genera. ';~;:.t\;i1.".JI';': ..;{ anyri;ing ~or toe camp 

uJlt1fll:l11dt:f to give .lila Decause of the possibility of 
nega[l~e publ1cl[~ :-:Cl e:-J "';:: ;)y (hose who did nor 
reu;jvc: glf'l5. Cull,,':); eJl1.. ~l\.d IIshmeml> .,uch a~ ;m· 
pnsollmcnr \ If tIne, ",_" :.t",dl!omly :j\'oidcd due to the 
.. Hli..e[~aH' tt'g~jjn~t:-:- ,.'il~': .. ~g:.tlrL ,Jt'{alJ~C t),j: tHe 1~OUr1ler· 

prodU([I\\: pubJiclf\ '1Ia[ .,urelr would have resulted. 
Fn"l1 ~nllil.lrl\ 'n,.'.u r. :'W:l:';!l;;wm~ ~Lld; J~ ~,.mtine­

ent'!\( [lJ '-IU,_,;;t'r"t'p_ ,',' E~;:Jr:HT ... ,1 ~1; be imple­
mcnu:d. 

.-wO[ticr <':!'II!I"t!,'::-·w ',""Uer of dlC "f':\; ~t"'t' ramp. 
aHudt:a :~1 "tt:O\"t'. \''-1~ tiH~~ rn ... ~'" .:c·\·t"rJ.t~t·. RecJ\ls<; ;~ur 
,n:rali ;;Jal wa~ [v ul'ylLii: '.l;~ tdugees .. ~ quickly as 

?<l,qhk, :hl' prm~:-Jm 11; :i_';:": ;,~ bl' pr<:M.>nted in 3. 

~~'P' .r~tbj,e ~lght tv;.1 ~., ~ILl.·:' jJn{.~ uncn thusij!-.!l1C American 
;-;ubliL :-.) :LId in :inp!llg :t,c mU;;'lion III {he public 
<:\.1:. "Jm:~pvndel1t, '.'.de gJ"tn £I"\:l" ::tccess to the camp. 
T!~\", . "~":.f>t~:·~!.1t·tJ .,,~!)),;"!, ~~,d . 1~'~'~Ui{" \'111 the c:Hnp 

~vml11amH:r~ W Cil~l~'J.: war nm only was every refugee 
-on .Hed ftirh', I,ll: lkn n<:,t', d::lug;;e perceived himsdf 

... ~~rH)t! trt';':Il"ld r.lJf~~~ l~;"' lJnt;J.\(Dr~ibl~: story rnight feed 
'He ;J!1U' 'l:~ugt:C ii:c!mg in {hi: wuntry ;md cause the 
loss of port:ntial sponsors. As ir turned out. the press 
wverage of the camps was a maior contributing factor 
:. d t"j ,,;:.lr "',';. .. l \.:~b~. 

In :1 ut.JjJun .)iJ(I(;,y, J_n members aX\;; equal, with the 

COMMANDING OFFICER, NEW ARRIVALS 
MILITARY COORDINATION CENTER 

COORDINATION CENTER STAFF 

leaders chosen from among the people and deri\'ing 
thc:!r power from rhe people, Ar the refugee camp, this 
was ob\>iously not the case. The American leaders were 
simply imposed, virrualJy at random, Onto thc majority 
of the society'S population. Their power derived not 
from the people, but from outside. The leaders had no 
culture in common with the people, and they were 
obviousl\' nor equaL as was bbramly obvious every time 
a l-.larine gOt into his car and drove out of camp. 

W'ithin these unique and narrow confines, a moti\·a­
(ion. punishmenr s\S(cm to ensure orderl~' camp life 
.inti ,Jee :J(lllmpbhmenr of rhe camp commanders' 
objectives depended on subtle shadings of aV3.iJable 
rOt ~!". 

! will describe the relative effeniveness of [he tools­
and many experiences at the camp-in terms of the 
Maslow Need Hierarchy. This is a theoretical manage· 
ment principle, which states chat every human has the 
same basic needs and will stri\'e to fill these needs in a 
genem:ly sequemial manner. These needs are: 

t> Physiological 
~ Safety and security 
~ Belongingness. social, and lo\'c needs 
t> Autonomy :md self·esteem 
~ Self-actuaiization 

Sarisfacrion of {'he first !e\'e! of need-physiological 
-was a .. lose or break even" situation from the camp 
comm;1l1dtr's vie]:poim. The rcfug<:es had been 
promised implicitly nnd explicitly that they would 
teceil~e food? (JQrh.ir~g~ and shelrer. IThe optiOf1S to use 
these bctors ;1$ ~! orr,ot or ;, Hick were not open. All 
refugees were to rect'ivc rhe~c necessirit's on as nearly an 
equal a basis as possible. 

It ,hould be realiled ,hat :~" 't'fugl'c~ .:;;m,· te this 
wumrf with -;!l very fi.mdjJl~,'tmal lln<.kmanding of the 

_ United States, One D:lsi.: tener, fiercely held to, was 
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rh?t f't t"\:~:! :!r~~~ 7~l<': Cf~?~~~ df:fH~vht~~ It-l" ~tf 

least one occasion. Dining facilities varied between 
camps. Camp 1-2-3 was fortunate in that there was a 
standard. penn-anent mitit<;,ry m{:ss hat!. Other camp 
facilities consisted ,,[ ha~,i!y m:rtcd open tent~. This 
was the cause of man~ complaints. and at one point it 
was proposed that the Camp 1·2-., mes, h:l'll be dMt'd 
and the residents of Ca:np 1-2- j cat outside like every­
body else, I argued that .he other camp commanders 
should Stress the fact that the disparity in facilities was 
unimentionaL and (hal it was "the American way"­
sometimes some folks are luckier than others. This was 
margioalk ,u:ceprahle to the: other refugees. and the 
probkm was ultimately solved by upgrading the facili­
ties at the other camps. 

The food served the refugees was nutritious, plenti. 
ful. and lih all institutional food, bland. All attempts 
at Camp Pendleton to carer to cultural preferences were 
greatly appreciated, especially the "Mexican Nuc 
Mom" that resulted from using jalapeno peppers in 
trying to make the traditional Vietnamese fish sauce. 
An indication of the sensiti\'it; or this factor tOok place 

/ 

~.... .. ":':.:..... .. ~ 

,~;~?IJ~2 

Tho Hnnd of Rope 41 

tractor, rep!zeillg (he Navy r MarIne team. The im­
mediate drop in quantity and quzlity inspired heatt'o 
cClmplaint~ :md the cios{:,q rh:in~; fl) an org:Hlil.!',l 
d~'nH)nStra~i:!n ~ren ?or the: C!.f):'iP Pn',,:':';;;i; \;.,J,<' i.nJ(1i~.~ -

atelr brought to bear 10 (fI~t\','~ t;,,' ~':,',HCII;, 
Clothing wa<; pnwicicd in rw<' "",,-< 0",· \,1:~~ Flirnl1!'Y 

the establishment of SC\\ mg ll'CltL " .l~' .. 11,1 OWl'I \', ,,' 

through distribution of 5;!'~;, ',~<' ,:\ nm'-pfnl ,(1:-(; 
clothing. Gn:at carc wa' takfl~ ',ll r.murt ! hat it!! rr­
(eivcd eqllai ttcatm<.:nt, -r WI" h j)c" "f ... lll:ht", W('k 

available in Camp 1·2"1 h,,' weT c:~ncwt t'urp(h(' 

tent~ whid:: ""':'ff' ric .. ,iri;;:;:l ,", r. 'l' 7. ~?~:l< in of ~(, ;lor' 

houstlll! ~.'~. ':~:': ,-)~iK';' \~,(-~ .• :. p .... :~'/::. ,.~. :':~q"'; ~:. 0i~;1('~i?:~: 

most inlOm:ng rdugu', ''''''ft J"rgrH t, 1 III /!,,'Ldai 

purpose term The more hl¥h i \ )'r1l':d qu 'lO'ft hu[~ 
{('oded I.e {~~'l. a" (ap .. h·t~\ ... ~~(~ f\l n;~\J:'r'lrl" 

moving in fror rFrtS a~ ope-nln;!' "\rurre~ Tr.e Quon­
SCI hurr.. \\'e~" ,,'armrr i1n~ ~;l'~ ~ -.r:' (h-~~ 't;(r!1.-' lU)l.Ll(\' of 
concrete floor- and, gcneral/\. h{';:t'r J..,rd, 

The Stat!' Deparrment al~n rerngnlz!'rl rhr primac\' or 
physiolo,t:iC3.1 ;:eed~ b\' I,' rt q ,,:; :::r:;;:I1' ,:.. . .It a sponsor 
guarantee a refugee suffirien: fooc, LJuthing, and 
shelter. 

For most of the refugees, the ,econd lew'! of need-

Each of the general purpose tents s""" bem!? bumedly 

erected. below. bad a capacity of 16 .,!bereas the more 
desirable quonset huts could hold 40. At the outset, Camp 1, 

2. 3 had a pcrrnc.nent mafS hal:, left: .be othr:r jiee ~amp.~ ,.11 

Pendleton did not. 
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·~trs. irent! Dunbl.:JJ; .. #'ig}!:!. ;. ;.~' ; .. i:;"''''iH.{'i1-;;~laJ f.:,;- [hc 31,1rinc 

Corys /01' starting till! "'1::;nJ< ((,,,Nt'S u.oIl,,;/;, 10.i(cthu with 

ih4 libraries, sor,,,,,,i as m~'Hi"" pia.:es jo,' YO""8 people. The 

meeti'llfs occasionall)' resulted in marriages such as this 

.fouhle· fl·(\ld'i.~Jl t:qrCt;-HiO-: ;"i'r-;::';>cn te:CfI C~t;.Joii' couples 

t:'l t~~YFlP i~ifrf!. 

-aterv ;lI1d security-provided the motivation for 
ieaving their homeland and for choosing America as a 
(:esllf1ati()n. When asked why she had corne. Tran Thi 
:\am. a lOS-year-old lady spoke for many when she 
answered. "Because they [the Communistsl would not 
have let me live," She had fled North Viernam in 1954 
and felt that the Communists would punish her for that 
earlier betrayal. All refugees assumed themselves to be 
:'~t:e of phvsICal danger in America. They were further 
convinced of the American interest in their physical 
\(.'1]. beinr; b\' the extensive medical treatment avail· 
able, Including rourine examinations to rapidly idenrify 
an\' problems. 

For those who had been pracncmg capitalists, the 
pm'peers of fin~ncial security under the incoming 
:. 'n:rnmelH had bee;) intolerably low. Some lucky few 
Drought economic secum)' with them in the form of 
~old. For the vast majority, however, their capital assets 
were near zero. Onl~' a handful of secretaries had the 
qUCl!tuni(\' to earr m0'1C\' while living in the camp. 

hrendan(.e to the need of financial security centered 
on providing an index "f skills acquired in Vietnam to 
prn'pt'Ctiv(: tmpj()yer~. "X'hde in c;tmp, English classe~, 
,un'ival classes on h()w W ViSit a doeror. shop in a 
r;;.!fkn. en . ,\!lei l'1f.i!~" "ere available. All were 
cmnuslasucally n:ceiH:d. These improved the refugees' 
facility WIth the language. a major step, but did 
nefhing to sharpen old skills or teach new ones which 
w('~:ld improve their oppurr;.:niries in the American job 
ffi3rl--:et. 

~(.'i"ng'!lgni.;,:., ,u\t:. ,did ~oua! needs--rhe third 
tn'; 01' Henh--wt'fl: rerogniltO and addressed in thr 
wckome speech r gave cn each planeload of flew resi­
!~:~Ht, :1:i5igned to Carnp 1-::>3. I srressed my persona"] 
~le~:;ure d,Jt the re[;.l!>tes had chosen w corne to 

.'!!'~rjel :lnd ended my "pecch with, ", .. welcome to 

.':lr (<lllntry. fOf Amcrio is now OtU [oumr:,·.'· 
~i,ra)1:ht:f VtlJ.!:.H . .Hl for Slp\.~;~ki-ng to large grDups of the 

rdugees carne ar the periodic meetings I held with 
t~,)kC5rnm from tach ttnt cincl qU!.lHSt:( imL \Y.ihik The 

t:H':(lCJ ~pok~)m(,f1 \Y~rc -,:pi,.,{'ificaHv lnvitf.:d, :an oa',o 
invitation was proffered to all r~sidems. After 'the 
routine announcements such as, "Please remind the 
~;'~~~cn n'Jt :0 p);!y f.v:th Sn~k[5:' 1 v,-,:rullJ. l1elJ .i:l,,) 

'lUc:itlOns tbey might klve. 1 rclli2.!:: lHW, in iight of the 
'icquentiai nature of the basic needs, why the questions 

concerning food. clothing, and shelter steadily de· 
creased and questions concerning the future increased. 
One poigmm question encompa.«ing level three and 
level four needs was, "Why would anyone want to 
spon~or one of us?" 

The refugees' need to be loved vias displayed on two 
levels-the need to be accepted by the Americans and 
the need for the personal iO'.e of close friends and 
relatives. VoJunreers were especially helpful in demon. 
stra[ing that Americans other than those assigned to 
the camp cared about the refuG,t«' wdfare. :\ great 
deal of my time was devoted to the coordination and 
orchestration of the effortS of these groups and indivi· 
duals. 

Ont' special voiunceer ac Camp 1-2-3 was a U. S. 
;-!:l\.'Y hospital corpsman _ He rook ~1nntl;il le:we and 
droyc to the Clmp on .he d;,;: l( upent't! because he 
though, thac hi:; knowledge {)f ,he Virml1mese language 
might be useful. He W:15 a huge man. compIere with a 
{;cd D.,:,ud and ,1 pt:rpemaH~' full be.}!; ~;f"::tnd\' felt the 
thiidren. 14;: '~::1S in?t:antiy' and l,~n~"..'.e(~aHy 1v~;cd and 
(rusted by the Vietnamese due m his obvious love for 
chan ,;;;d hi~ kfll,lIY!kdge of th\?H' Llflg:.UgC and customs. 
During ,he firs! wecks of The ca:711'. hr: continw:dly 
walked from tent to tent answering questions and 
locating people in need. I gOt his leave status changed 
Iv '(":;;II"~Wfi1T~:, ,Q .... HY ;lud u~ed I)in~ ~1~ .in lin':J!J-~cl::l.i '[1)}'u­
),\/cli( (OmmU;1;(";lr~Dn Link m the refugee>. As ,[hi: bond 

, of mutual mm and respect benveen the refugees ;lnd 
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thr ('-.fC:;.~! t~,~~"" r"'l:::"F'i:~~~f:'~ gT(,~,~~ tb~' ('(~1T\['·l11~~fl'~ 

utility declined. After two months, he returned to hIs 
home unit. 

Ano,h~f iLlStam:e of incEvidu:.1 effor( was provided by 
a l\1arint'~S \\-'iff t'-'VhCi C"ot~'"Lnf:crt·d a stries of disp[ay"5 (;Y1 

the various regions of the United States. By rotating 
the~(; "g the bulktin b",(r.1 ncar th(; meSS haH, it "\\'2$ 

possible to give the n:fugees an idea of the \'Mmf.'S" and 
varitty of their new l2nd. 

While most entertainment was armnged through the 
Young i.kn's Christian ;issociarion, l s~r lip the firs; 
major entertainment en:m at the camp. I invited a 
nir-hf dub dance band to perform and abo invited )(\ 
Amui('an high school students. The /'t.rnerican kid, 
acted as catalysts for the dancing and soon had a COUPll' 

of hundred refugees dancing on the parkiN' lor hlad:­
tojp while 4,000 others watched and cheered_ 

Another area in which I was able to achie\'{' good 
results was in assembling a library. By soliCiting boob 
from anyone who asked. "\X'hat can I do to help~" we 
soon had a library of over 1.000 books. supplemented 
by daily newspapers. The librariam we~e Vietnamese 
with pre\·ious experience. COn'!hining thi' eff;m~ of 
volunteers led to ~ome symhioric relatiomhip~. For 
instance. a Jewish youth organizalion (:u,~,· tc' wc.rk 
with a Southern Baptist group in running a da} can.: 
center. The center enabled the mothers to take advan­
tage of the language classes, sewing centers. and library. 

As with many other projects, the library and the sew­
ing center satisfied multiple needs. They served as 
meeting places for people with similar interests. They 
also contributed to self-esteem needs: the sewing center 
by providing the means for a higher standard of dress 
and appe3.f2.nce and rhe library by giving the refugees a 
chance to gainfully employ their time by adding to 

This ho .• pital corp<man quickly won tbe affection of the 
b!.t(:rna1r.c,~c by bu· bnuwi(iQ.l4C of tv:;,;? l-c.nStX:{1(f.t C;f:~}:"i' C!;'jlfJi"-.·';=_~ 

Th" Hand of Hop" <1l 

rheir pcrsQo?1 kI1P,>"kd(',f'. Th::: ,.(''.',"inl: ("t!Hl1't~. (~mt': 

about through the effortS Qt a 72-year.old lady whose 
energy and ability to get results were astounding. She 
spent many nights on a folding Wt in Camp 1-2·,;'\ 
s('\vrng center so she lJ,;ol,.d.dH" ~ h.:{~-{~ t~1 "\~-~'l::.r~ lirnt' 

making the drive to a.nd from her home. The- ehail­
woman of Church \\(1 nm~'k' t' ui t'~1l Iff S;m Dit"!'(j C'Hm· 
ty, :.hc estahil'!·,e': S~ :.~"g :.:::"'IC;' ttl bw ramps. COOl'· 

dinating ciona[innJ \ of m2,(hin.r, mat('m,\. :md Pf:r~on· 
nd. Additionally. she scrounged enough whIte gowns 
:lnd tuxedos to ~(,l Lip l fl' "c hn-g-r. wtddmg bCJUliqllt 

~'~[ionaH~ or~aniz(\,j \~dU~1~CC;· Ufhdnil.2tlOn~ ~~5~~ 

pbn-d ll. maim pan in c:"mp Eh The Salvation Arm" 
1~r".:ided 1-,(:(,: •. h.nhir.r T,h' (,:,.: (.:,;:,~. ,)y aClivel\' 
~t:d:Ulg (lUt Chll~(, III nt'cc. 1.1 •. ' Jfhttilu manitestation 
(>~ ;\,llerican' Gu-ing ahJtJ: Yif' :.' (:";(>,(. Thest organiz:I­
tiuns abi' pru\'rJed me \\'iH: ~;t~. :4!~ 'n~~t~n~1i~ on ('tea .. 
sion. for instance:. the> pf('l\'~:l('d :1 W;lrm. preuy 
sltl'ping lng for the lOS-yt;<h)!': lady in Camp 1·2·3. 
TI. 1ty wert re:'unant at firtr f,,- ';';j' C'[ ,I'",rrin!! a run on 
sleeping bag~. but I told then. t:"u C\"cryone would be 
made> awnrt' of the rule< Ii H':;, at'!' wem into three 
digIts. then and I)nl~ rhu: \",:,;2 a ~iecping bat.: bf' 
pro\'ided instead of the ,candard blanket~. 

Ente~t:linmem pro\'idecl rh:'c;gr. rhl' Y!v1CA ranged 
[rum an a,(vrdian class planng:: polka music to Hero 
Alpert and the Tijuana Brass. from marching bands to 

church-sponsored choral groups, and from puppet 
shows ro Bunum & Bailel·. Because of the boredom that 
is inevitable :Jl a refugee camp. all forms of volunteer 
entertainment were gratefulh' hooked. 

The need for famili,,! love was constantl}' underscored 
by the refugee~' effortS to lo<ate relatives. The Red 
Cro;.;~ dt\l\l:eci consiciuJbk 4-."':b to the' 'FaJTIlir Re­
Unification Program.' All pO~51bJt eff~ns were made 
to expediuousl\' Unllt tamil;e, that had become 
separated during tht: t,.odu~ tr~)m South \' lcmam. 

Many romances, several leadlllg to marriages. 
bloomed a1 the camp. On ,he other hand. scverai 
marriages were seriousl\' endangered by the camp 
experience. I found m~'self funCtioning as a marriage 
counselor, a real trick siott: T dOff t speak Viemamese. I 
had mixed success. One pa'lb-up was beautifully 
successful. one common-!:Jw couple evemuallr made 
up. and tnt wife-bc:,,(t1' i;u!}1J'md·beau:r lOUple W~ 
still at odds when I len. 

Self-esteem-the f(1Unh m:td-of tht majority of 
the refugees was at a low ebb nt.eH they arrived at the 
camp. Refugees are. by and fa.rge. tOugh mentally. 
The)' arc SHfY!VOrs abo'\'{' al:. Yn it is impossible to be 
indifftrtm to being fm.:cd our of your homeland, 
I.n"wi.ng vow (:1.11 never IY!Um. h is not possible in a 
reiugee ca.m~~ L,,' ofil:(' (;ii.-h refu):tee an opportunity to 

(.h:tn~H~\tn~.t:!l n:~~ ~vQtttr r.;j; [;.ff?'t~tt~' ;:.'t1d oth('rs,. Many had 
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Organized games, Euch <u "iR9-aro .... J.tbe-rosy. kept tbe 
.,:hilf !rf;:Y1/rolH stumbling r,;,pon P\J;:dlctr:nl~r ?1:atlY 6"fJ.:ikss axd} 
~t:'i jJri~XUtJ u*}.;(};·a1d,J n!(,.~mi}!4t£, iTuiit'i.d-~J.al .~laTine$ taught 

childr(JVI to write in English. 

to regain some measure of self-esteem vicariously. If 
they saw other Vietnamese holding responsible posi­
tions, obviously being treated as important, knowl· 
edgeable people, they could say to themselves, "See, 
we Vietnamese people are c:1pable. If there were more 
jobs open, I too would do as good a job." 

It was partially with this in mind that the Vietnamese 
leadership structure was csrablished. Each rent or 
quonset hut eleered a leader. and then these spokesmen 
<:leered camp committee ~~nirmen. Staff jobs were 
created as needed and filled with volunteers. The camp 
managers worked with and through these committees 
as much as possible. 

An example of the use of the committees for both 
motivation and punishment concerned assignment to 
the quonset huts. The huts were the preferred quarters. 
W'henever a family from a quonset hut left the camp, 
there were always 'Others \'::liting to move inro the 
vacared beds. The refugees could nor be allowed (0 

change residence fredy as 1t would (omplerely negate 
an,' locator system. A form '-"as devised for requesting 
to move imo a quonset hut. The important sigmttures 
ro obtain were those of the hut leader and the commit­
tee chairman. I made it clear that, "If they approve it, I 
will." This enhanced the posirion of the Vietnamese 
leaders. helped the self-esteem of all refugees. and gave 
:1n illusion of autonomy. AUt0[Wmy. of course, v.a:; not 
possible in any absolute sense. Given autonomy. the 

. refugees would simply kaye. 
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On tht Nhcr hilnd. wh!"o sc;me refut:'fI.'s d({kkd not 
to follo\ .... the procedure and simply moved in, the camp 
executive officer and the Vietnamese leaders evicted 
them. This had to be done only once because the resultc 

iag loss of face was a powerful deterrent. The next day, 
the evicted family. submitting the standard form, was 
admitted. thereby reinforcing the position of the com­
mittee. 

Losing face is the term used to describe the PW1-

liarly Asian sensitivity to any degree of perceived public 
disgrace. It represents a violation of both social and 
self-esteem needs. Since the Vietnamese, like all 
Asians. have this as pan; of their psychological make· 
up, it afforded me my only teal tool for punishment 
and one of my strongest tools for motivation. Gaining 
face by being paid special attention to or having hi$ 
opinion and advice sought was important to all of the 
refugees. As with losing face, the more public the act, 
the more powerful. 

When a refugee had broken a rule, I tried to let the 
situation be handled at a lower level, trying to conserve 
the usage of my only • 'weapon." If the Vietnamese 
themselves, or the camp executive officer could clear up 
a minor infraction, all the better. One type of trouble 
that I always handled myself was a fight. 

Fights can be expected in any situation in which 
3,500 people are packed in together with little to do. 
Everyone intuitively realized, and I stressed at the 
meetings, the necessity for mutual cooperation and 
harmony, Every so often, however, a fight would break 
OUt. The participants would be brought to me, I would 
meet them outside my office, thus insuring an audi­
ence. The first part of the proceedings consisted of me 
loudly demanding to know what the problem was and 
thoroughly reprimanding the culprits. The fact that this 
was done through an interpreter did not seem to 
diminish the effectiveness or the amount of face lost. At 
this point, I would "notice" the gathering crowd and 
disperse them. A long quiet talk with the participants 
would follow, hammering out a solution to the original 
problem and ending with personal promises to me that 
there would be no continuation of the fight. I never 
had a repeater. 

An interesting indication of the sequential nature of 
the needs involved the issuing of coats. Camp Pendle­
ton in late spring can be quite cold, especially when 
compared to Saigon. When the camp first opened, all 
incoming refugees were issued standard military field 
jackets. These jackets were uniformly unattractive and 
invariably oversized. Yet. they wefe happily accepted. 
Within twO months c rhe Red Cross brgan issuing 
civilian jackets to new refugees and trading the new 
jackets for the field jackets. These new jackets came in 
srveraJ sizes and colors. There wn~ cO!15tcierable hag-

The Hnnd of Hope 4" 

gilng involVl"d dmin~ tnt rmrk·h, pron:~~. Rrfu/trc~ 
were quite choosy about size and color, an attitude 
which surprised and dismayed most of the American 
staff. This apparent change of attitude on the part of 
the: refugees appears reasonahle in tight of Mash;1W'~ 
Need Hierarchy. \Xlhcn fi~i arrivmg. the refug<:es 
were eager to fulfill their level one needs, inc\udin,f 
clothing. This was thc miwde with ",hid; ,he- flck 
jackets were viewed. Sen:ra! w<td\~ later. confirlrm of 
their ability to 5arisfy lcve: on>: and two needs, the 
refugees viewed [he offered jackets in light of leve:! 
three and fom on'!'.!:" An 3Hlacti'H' well· fining j::u:ktt 
fillfd social ;lnd sdf-cs~eer" nr€:d·, 

~nle fifth need!. that "')f;f~c[w;lil.a.jon. b d1(~ mos~. 
difficult to fill In any SOCIC"". ;":0'; surprisingly. it was 
even more difiicuh <t' r~'if' ~(:ft,!g1'f: camp. Those who 
approached it were a {ortlmare few. and can easily be 
enumerated. They wen~; 

The artist who constructed a mammoth .• Hand of 
Hope," a concrete sculprure. llS a lasting memorial to 

the camp; the photographer who put together a POrt­

folio to permanently record the camp life, using film 
provided by the Marines; the committee heads. 
including a number of women. who were probably 
more important than they had ever been before. 

In all of this. I've only discussed one aspen of the 
assignment: the meeting and satisfying of needs that 
exhibited themselves in remarkable textbook fashion. 
In total, the personal relations with the refugees, 
volunteers, State Department personnel. and Marines 
were tremendously satisf~'ing. Imagine the pleasure 
involved in having a military assignment in which there 
were immediate, obvious results to nearly everything 
you did, one in which ~'OU affected the future lives and 
attitudes of thousands of new citizens. and one in 
which the people you were Hying ro help frequently 
said, "Thank you." 

M.)o; l'OWll><nd received. b.chdor of SCience degree Ir. 

nlJt.hculaut~ .wtl 0: tomrau .. \ton tn 1963 through (he i\.:'ROTC 
progr'afi'l at ~ ... b1'quettc i.JrHtteC'SHY. He eamtd ." m2Ster") 

dtgTC',C In eomPU(tf ~,u:ntl: from the N-aV'1l.! POStAraduatt 

School In 197;. He h~ served £wo toun In the far East. one 
m Otj~\\."a ::nd 3 ~ccond tn VIetnam's Northern) Corps. 

wh.><h included $CV." months as commanding officer of the 

Il' a·jnch Howitw Ba'ter). St:l,d;!t toUr!! indtrd"i twO rears :Il an miltcr; 
sunncn' tnS::ru1'lQf ::~ ~~'t ~ifj. VI.:~4*:VC1~. ~.f1~, four y(;~.n; \\'l-th- tf.!C Marirt:¢ 

10<"",1 Comm>"c .1"1 ' .. ONrr·' ''''.r,,' (Mt".f,(:('S1 T""t Ikcl. C::mp "c"dk· 
IOn. While ""lUting for duty ar w ;';,,-,u War CoU~ge. Newport, Rhode bland, 

he YOlunteered for "'. Camp Pendleton Rcfull"t CAmp Ccmpla. He is now 
t:tt"',:t(hcd to thlJ 3rd t:.:t~!:m!J o-,\".si.~(j,.laOi~!~'\?·~f. 
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By Major Patrick L Townsem;L t:. 5, }.i2f\Oe Cnrps 

A Vietnamese refugee created and-with 
the help of God and a fe'll) Marines­
constructed a concrete sculpture, which 
he called the "flam1 of Hope, » ;;lS a lasting 
memorial to Camp Pendleton's Refugee 
Camp. Somebody Pllt these youngsters in 
the giant palm, just as somebod:y put 
them and thei?' elders in this and similar 
camps across the country. And all these 
displaced As:a'ns, Wu their hosts, tri.ed to 
make the best of a bad situation. 

The demise 01 (he 2'tJ' .. : n \ ;t::.a!11~se GOe errment in 
late April 197') led f() J.I: lntlux <,f mer 120.000 Viet­
namese refugee~ mw e:1e l..- mtea Stares. The Loncurrem 
collapse of the LJmbl'dl:ln Government produced 
chousands more. [he i;;~t Jttempt fO absorb ;.: large 
number uf relu(~n',. 'he \ : .. Ih,w< ,~( the :"xtles. had 
Ixen jloorJv :-:iJ.':"';;:'; ",'<I c.:,: ;;,; ,1i· ',,~ct' ~f ill 
feding. EHb. :;:e '1.:~ ,·",:!·,.,j':;.:,.l;!.~,: 1,1 In:n 

(C .. Hltr~.fl Un: inir;,,+.:''":~ ~;~ ~ ~.f ~\, .. HL~.:o1't '\_~'~'lJlS illt.U 

m; souet\,. :-WO .lIe,j·, . ;>.;Cj' ,',UlKli[ ''''.:': deCJci.Cfl 

upon. \X'hcre n.e ",:~, ·:u:u::,:; ,.)1 WI.' C{E'~,!jj5 had 
never lefr theIr IlfIgma: 'lJte ut' en<f\,. Florida. the new 
[ertlget'~-) \\-ere {u bl: .:.~i'lrJ.·~ ~~.! ~ ,. :lr'l"u!_d'~i ~lH d~f: uJUnrfy. 

Where the Cubans had bl:efl tor the most p:m left to 

:hejr ,IW(, .ie\({:c$ to S:liid .l I'KW jilt, ;:he Sourheast 
~\sl~i.n~ 'i,,"-·l(n.~ t.,~ h,r~!c ~H1it'th PtlJ.~td tl.-l ~~~.i:~/I: them on 

dB H;J .. ji'/jd;J~d h~l"'-S. 
filL fU\1 iHJ!tlC ~IH1 ~d l~~f' ;,~.h!;.;;t(.;; ~·'r~uhi h<.ti\t H1 tht, 

~:nm,d SCM..:;, "'!,lj t,) be·.i JCh1;;,"<: elmp. dIe running of 
'A'i?1~i-~ \l/<JUhj he ~l nH'IH~J~,: H:':·:i~un~ib·jljry~ Three \vere 
:tlit!;,Jjy e'{:lbli~hed. n:d J. [rUith came 5001'1 after. A 
'Glmp w;;c,; e!>t:!lbli.hei! :.i!: Eglitl :\ir rflf{C B~$e, Florida, 

',> .,._"ni' "I.'t~,<1 •• ~ :,,)' t} ~';.-L -\~L~) d~:--\..!~1.·'Y. 

rtJrc tJ I~Hte. .:\rk.J.'J '!;'d~, '-, 1 ~) J.HJJ rt'ftlt;ets and later 
.).Lid;:a "Intll;U'ituWll CJ.p, Peonsyh'ani:l, with room for 
l'i.D!.J11 morc. The ,\Iarine Corps oper;ned the Camp 

Pendleron Refugee Camp in California with a popula­
tion of 18,000. 

The refugees went first (0 Guam and then, as room 
became available. were transferred to one of tht: four 
Clmps in the conrinmcal Unircc S[att:~. Excqn for cases 
involving family reunification. the camp a particular 
refu",ee went to was a matter of chance. 

The camps were home co [he refugees for periods 
ranging from a couple of days to several months. The 
length of the stay depended on how quickly the refugee 
Cl)uld be "sponsored OUt." a prr:CCS5 which required a 
security clearance and a sponsor. The sponsor agreed to 
a moral obligation of insuring that the refugee or 
refugees had sufficient clorhing. rood. and shelter until 
',Icn :Jmc :1-' he bClamt' fir::~f'::"dly independent. The 
't'Cunt\ ,'"earance wa!> oa>x:d ,':-. :'r:lgmtnt;iry ~el0rds . 
. Hil: ., ".,:'> nt\er made ~ :::"r _ .. ;,t· .;unp ,(;:\\,;. WI1::": 

'"uuld happen if a refugt:;; ,h,.H, .... r",il (he ([iten". 
I was assigned to [he Camp Pendleton Refugee Camp 

['rom :> May-I) July 1975. This penod began seven days 
after (he official opening of [he camp. I will describe 
some of [he problems encnunn:r;:d :lor! rhe snluricms 
[n;l( (,'i11ngnl 

<!"l.J ptJ{ n:) r\Jk: :n pl'11t--t.:t.,: .. \~. : ;;.: .... H"C .J. "L~·~.:" ~:~~ 

.1._~ir;~;; l'~t: .... ,,:.r;'!' ~e'!'~t:L .. {;, <'.: ~.~:. ·'·d' .... ~"'\·,::·ll·tl~ ~~}..~~ r:t~e 

~~~~~:\::o~{ 1e:'-~t'1 ~J..nh l.j~r(.(r. \,'.~!t~·_ ... ~;~ .~r~t:d.:[ \..,~'J:~l rne 

:"eiugfe'-). 'r~;e (~inlps af Cd;~JIJ :r"\::.~h~(0n varied t:1 ~i.te, 
dependent I.m geographical lim;fJtioflS. from !.~oo w 
), Hm re,idcfltS. I w:tS the o)ml::,m,j:ng .Mlcl:[ nt r:;,mp 
1·2·3. 50-called because adjacem arcas originaliy dcsig­
nitea as C:imp 1, Camp 2. :iod Camp .3 were ul1der a 
singlen)rnm3nd~ Camp 1.-2-3', popUlation varied from 
day 10 d:1Y_ :1::\ did that of all ,he c;mps, om (he average 
was ),500 ttsidt:n£s. 

~ly mi:>5ion was never ~pd!ed nut to me pcr St', but 
(!V(:r a period of time 1 Glm;: to believe it was tv:dold. 
The immediate objectives were to ensure th~t the 
refugees received ail 9ppropriate benefi.ts ;lCct th:tt the 
~~Tnp \'\"-clb :tfui,J.uie .H1.""t. :\ "4 .. ~.:;- .. -~;;i~':::-.: "-Li~"j .·.i ,.4.:a3t 

equally itn~rtant. mwion w;.;; w g.i'ioce these '~ilrure 
cit~zeilS the best possible firs, impre"$siltn vf d:,,\" new 
country. 
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Americanizing the Refugees: 
Huynh Van Trang Becomes Trang Q. Pubhc 

hy John Monczunski 

The journey to America began like a night­
mare, But sitting in John Beckman's 
living room in Dale City, Va., eight weeks 
and half-a-world away from the fall of 
Saigon, Huynh Van Trong was beginning 
to think that the nightmare had turned into 
a dream come true; the end of the world 
somehow had become the end of the 
rainbow. 

After living with the Beckmans for a 
month, the numbing, cold-sweat confusion 
of being a stranger in a strange land was 
beginning to subside. Trong's worries were 
slowly giving way to cautious optimism. 
His prospects looked good, and much better 
than those of the Vietnamese still in refugee 
camps. Everything might he OK after all. 

Before his world vaporized, Trong 
worked for the Americans at Tan Son Nhut 
Air Base for 12 years. At first he was a bus 
dispatcher and then a staff car driver 
assigned to 1-2, army intelligence. Trong 
wasn't rich but working seven days a week, 
sometimes 12 hours a day, he could com­
fortably support his wife and seven 
children. He owned a motorbike and a 
modest two-story home near the Presiden­
tial Palace in the center of the city. 

When the Saigon government began to 
crumble, all of that evaporated. He 
kncw his job would bc held against him and 
he would have to /lee. As the American 
evacuation began, the icy panic of Saigon's 
last days quickly melted into a frantic 
scramble to get out and Trang made the 
painful decision to leave. He moved his 
family to a hotel a short distance from the 
air base where he could quickly pick them 
up if it became necessary to move fast. As 
long as he could get them inside, beyond 
the guard gate, he was sure they would be 
safely evacuated. 

But getting refugees onto the base was 
the problem. The 47-year-old Vietnamese 
driver spent his last day at work smuggling 
people past South Vietnamese police 
guarding the entrance. His boss, a U.S. 
Army colonel named LeG rowe, gave him a 
list of Vietnamese families and Trong drove 
around the city picking them up. 

He ripped holes in the rear seat of the 
car so that fresh air could reach the trunk. 
Men, women and children wedged them­
selves into the rear compartment like so 
many fish in a can, and Trong took them 
past the guards, depositing them safely 
inside the walls of the military compound. 
All told, Trang made five trips into the 
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Huynh Vall Trang believes the niJihtmare of 
SaiJ(on's fall turned into a dream come true 
jor him. 

base bringing in as many as 10 children at 
one time. FinallY, Col. LeG rowe told him 
he'd better leave, too, and ordered him to 
get his family and go. 

Trang sneaked his wife and six children 
past the guards the same way he smuggled 
the others in. Although he got them safely 
on base, he was anything but happy, The 
family was not really intact, Earlier, 
officials told him that his children had to 
have birth certificates listing him as father 
to be eligible for the airlift. Thinking his 
17-year-old-stepson couldn't accompany 
them, Trong reluctantly left the boy in the 
care of his wife's mother. The hurt became 
a double cut when they reached Guam 
only to find the rules hadn't been enforced. 

"When my wife see this, she very mad at 
me," Trong lamented' in his low gravelly 
voice. Some of the pain of the loss might 
be taken away, he said, if they could locatc 
a long-lost cousin who married an American 
and came to the United States several 
years ago. They would like to locate the 
cousin and her American husband but they 
know neither their name nor their address. 
Complicating things further, Trong said 
the cousin knew him only as Francois and 
not by his Vietnamese name. (Trong in­
herited French citizenship, which he re­
nounced when he began working for the 
Americans, and a French name from his 
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grandfather, a Vietnamese farmer who 
served in the French army and was deco­
rated for bravery in Algeria.) 

"If we find her, it make my wife happy, 
This way we get someone back that (was) 
lost," he said. 

Just about the time Trang was smuggling 
his family into Tan Son Nhut Air Base, 
John Beckman '62 and his wife, Peggy 
(Reuwer) S.M.C. '62 were wishing they 
could do something to help the refugees. 
As they watched the newscasts on tele­
vision, the desire to do something grew 
stronger. And then they discovered that 
their parish had made arrangements to 
sponsor a Vietnamese family. 

"When we SaW the notice in the bulletin, 
we thought it was a golden opportunity to 
channel our frustrations into some 
constructive activity," Peggy recalled. "It 
became a case of 'OK, you say you're upset, 
now put your money where your mouth 
is. ~ " 

Unlike some other refugee sponsors in 
the Washington, D.C., area who had served 
in Vietnam and had Vietnamese friends, 
John Beckman, a management analyst for 
the Federal Government Services Agency, 
knew no Vietnamese personally and the 
closest he had ever come to the country 
was 20,000 feet-copiloting a B-52 
bomber in 1965-66. 

The Beckmans say they had no deep 
philosophical reason for taking in the 
Vietnamese family, "It seemed like the 
thing to do," John explains. "The program 
came up. It fit like a shoe. There was nO 
big deal really. In fact, the first time some­
one asked me why we did it, the question 
took me back a bit. This country has been 
taking in refugees from the very beginning. 
If we can't do that now, then we'd really 
better take that Statue of Liberty down." 

Although cynics suggest that the Ameri­
can dream is a myth, the Bcckmans won't 
buy that. Peggy says she can't understand 
the cynical attitude. "All of a sudden you 
get the feeling (from some) that everything 
this country has ever stood for is all gone; 
or it's something to be ashamed of- it's 
passe," 

They firmly believe in the traditional 
values and, if anything, see their role as 
facilitators, oiling up the Great American 
Dream Machine so that the refugees might 
also believe. Even though the Beckmans 
had a house full of six children and number 
seven two months away, for them there 
was nothing extraordinary about opening 



found the facile lies 
something that would ike through the 
complacent myths of Am ·can nationalism, 
won out temporarily over t fear. And 
so, I stood up, denounced the 
the force I could summon, and 
for a few moments by the abuse my 
fellow classmates' parents. I was p ud, 
beyond words, to be able to do that, 
and I'm touched to think that someon 
must have heard and remembered it. 
it wasn't much. There were dozens of 
people at Notre Dame in those years who 
were much more genuine organizers, 
radicals, activists than I; they seemed to 
give all their time and energy, their hearts 
and minds. I can think immediately of one 
who has since been teaching at an inner­
city school in Boston, of another who 
helped organize a free school in Salt Lake 
City, of another who is studying to be a 
doctor, of another who is dead. These are 
the people-not I-who should be speak­
ing now in your columns. 

What a nation does will always be at 
variance with what great numbers of its 
citizens think it ought to do. But a nation 
is healthy only when this constant intel­
lectual and moral critique is respected as a 
valuable corrective for national policy 
and can make itself heard in the decision­
making process. In the '60s, however, 
moral and intellectual dissent was officially 
treated as sedition or hysteria, and, as 
Watergate eventually proved, government 
was government by cover-up. I do not 
think the language of public speech was 
ever more ruthlessly manipulated than it 
was during the Vietnam years. The drone 
of official reports whose bland euphemisms 
obscured the barbarity of military tactics, 
the banal and vaporous rhetoric with who h 
the chief architects of the war masked 
intentions: all America breathed this n 
with the air. We heard it like a buz' in our 
ears, and were dulled into uneasy 
Vietnam could not have gone on alf so 
long, but for this cloud of word, which 
maintained an artificial disc rep cy between 
what seemed to be going on d what was. 

American bombs have a east stopped 
falling; American troops ve come home. 
I believe, though, that c corruption of 
language continues. w, instead of the 
rhetoric of pacificaf n, we have the 
rhetoric of amnesi . Having just engineered 
the devastation an entire country, the 

whole culture and people, 
we are told by our insouciant leaders to 
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"put the past behind us," to forget Vietnam, 
to turn instead to "the great tasks that lie 
ahead of us." I think the worst thing 
imaginable for us at this point would be 
to forget Vietnam. America admittedly has 
a way of forgetting its atrocities. Witness, 
the systematic annihilation of the native 
populations of our own country, the appro­
priation of their lands, the arrogant dis­
missal of their various cultures. This ugly 
truth has been conveniently laundered so as 
to come out looking like a brilliant chapter 
in our history, a fairy tale for our childre 
We call it, with bland indifference to th 
truth, "The Taming of the West." Bu 

esn't do. 

written how, al­
ude it, he was in-

by the events through 
word and action, he 
very man, whether 

he wants to b or not, I ultimately engaged 
in his histor· al situation d must be held 
responsible or what is rna of him. That, 
in a way, s what I learned 
not fro Sartre, whom I read ch later, 
but fr a community of people. When I 
came 0 Notre Dame the moral ou age I 

gainst the war in Vietnam was 
a intense. It was also an unconscio 
< tempt, I think, to dissociate myself fro 

national crime, my own involvement in 
which I didn't want to admit. But the war 
was not an anomaly in our lives; dense, 
many-tentacled beast that it was, it ex­
pressed the deepest contradictions in the 
American ethos. At Notre Dame 1 came 
to realize my own complicity with what I 
condemned. For instance, I did not then, 
nor do I now, have any justification for the 
fact that, because of economic and educa­
tional privileges, r was offered an escape 
from military service which thousands of 
my contemporaries did not have. I was 
glad of the deferment then, and most of 
the time could fend off the vicious mathe­
matics it implied. Meanwhile the war was 
being fought by men my own age and 
younger who came too exclusively from the 
economically disadvantaged segments of 
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o may in their hearts 
have been as litt disposed to fight as I 

dn't the lUXUry of an op­
tion. I don' hink this means my outrage 
was mispl ed or presumptuous, only that, 
necessar ,it was self-inclusive. 

I a aware now that everything I say 
and 0 is qualified by the context of se­
cu . y and privilege from which it emerges. 
I ave never had to endure much discom-
art, privation or pain, let alone the extreme 

harshnesses that history-that even the 
nightly news-teaches me can be visited 
against human beings. And yet I believe 
that the dream I cherish of a changed world 
is not naive, effete nor idealistic, and that 
the critique I make is not undercut, simply 
because the social mechanisms I condemn 
are the very ones which have selected me 
out, placed in the position, and given me 
the equipment that makes such critique 
possible. This is an irony but a healthy one. 
The greatness of the bourgeois vision has 
always been that, at its edges, it is generat­
ing the critical energy which will eventually 
destroy it. The antiwar movement was 
working not for the end of the war alone, 
but for a change in the whole texture and 
organization of the society whose logical 
extension the war was. 

So, we live out our lives in the shadow of 
immense ambiguities. The war in Vietnam 
is over for us, but social justice, even for 
our own people, has not been realized. 
Economic inequality is still the law of the 
land, cooperation has not replaced profit 
in the logic of big business, the rapacity of 
our own dark heart is not subdued. These 
are things worth working for. 

Our culture must undergo a revolution 
f values, or be destroyed. The alternatives 

that plain. I believe that the appeal of 
n is strong enough to change men's 

that the change must go on repli­
self throughout society. Too many 

people re politicized by the antiwar 
movement, too much energy for social 
change gene ted, for it to be dissipated 
simply becaus the immediate goal has been 
reached. Finall and this is what makes 
the struggle impo nt-I believe that men 
with changed minds an construct a more 
just and habitable wo d. If more people 
come to realize that the own welfare is 
not an isolated question, t something 
which must be assessed in ·der and ever 
wider contexts, if they can ap reciate that 
their own interests are best serv when 
the just expectations of other peop s are 
equally served, then a lot will have 
won. o 
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their home to a family of refugees. It was 
all quite natural. 

Originally, another family from the 
parish had been selected to host Trong's 
family. However, the husband was trans­
ferred to another part of the country before 
the refugees arrived and the family was 
forced to withdraw the bid. Peggy volun­
teered her home, prefacing the offer with 
a warning that with six children under 10 
years of age it was hectic and she wasn't 
sure it was the best place for the 
Vietnamese. 

The committee replied that her home was 
"xactly what they were looking for because 
the Beckmans would be a mirror image 
of Trong's family. The parish committee 
reasoned that by living for a month or so 
with an American family similar to them, 
the Vietnamese could quickly pick up the 
subtleties of everyday American life that 
might oti:lerwise baffle them. 

Memorial Day, two weeks later, found 
John and Peggy at Dulles International 
Airport along with the bishop of 
Alexandria, Va., several other dignitaries 
and a crowd of newspaper reporters and 
television camera crews waiting for Trong 
and his family. They were among the first 
Vietnamese refugees to settle in the Wash­
ington, D.C., area and the first to be 
sponsored by a Catholic parish thcre. 

When the plane touched down and Trong 
shepherded his family into the airport 
terminal, he was happy about several things 
he saw. For one, Washington was warm 
and sunny. Flying over the Rocky Moun­
tains from Camp Pendleton, Calif., the 
family noticed snow, and all, including 
Trong, were frightened that they would 
freeze in a cold climate. "We land and we 
see that we no freeze. We were happy," 
Trong said in halting English. 

When Trong and his family arrived at 
the Beckman home, a neocolonial house 
at the foot of a small hill, the refugee 
family found a large sign welcoming them 
in English and Vietnamese. 

The Beckmans did some advance 
planning to prepare for Trong and his fam­
ily. Knowing that their Vietnamese house­
guests would be accustomed to eating 
large quantities of rice and that the rice 
typically sold in American supermarkets 
would not be the type they're used to, 
Peggy contacted a wholesaler and bought 
a 25-pound sack of long grain, unbleached 
rice. 

As it turned out, there was no reason to 
worry about the food situation. "I told Mr. 
Beckman that we can eat American food 
all the way from first day. Many time I 
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Huynh Van Trang and his family at the Kings 
Dominioli amrlsement park. 
(Photographs by John Monczunski) 

buy American food at snack bar in embassy 
and bring home. Maybe two, three times 
a week," Trong said. 

Monday through Friday the two families 
ate American food supplemented with rice. 
On weekends Trong's Wife, Suzanne, pre­
pared traditional Vietnamese meals. In all 
the various meals rice was the one con­
stant, and the combined families went 
through more than 125 pounds in one 
month. 

Shortly after Trong's family moved in 
with them, John and Peggy discovered that 
helping refugees sometimes could be as 
frustrating as watching television newscasts 
wishing they could help. 

When Trong arrived he badly needed a 
new pair of glasses. In the rush to flee 
Vietnam he left his pair behind and without 
them could hardly see. Hearing that the 
federal government had appropriated extra 
welfare money for the Vietnamese refugees, 
the Beckmans inquired at their county 
welfare department to learn if the refugees 
were eligible for medical aid. The initial 
response was yes, so one morning they took 
Trong into the office, walked his papers 
through to speed the bureaucracy and 
Trong walked out with a pair of black, 
plastic-framed bifocals. 

Two days later the eligibility supervisor 
called and said no benefits were available 
because the department had not received 
proper guidelines from the federal govern­
ment. But the official said the department 
would honor its initial commitment to 
Trong and asked the Beckmans to spread 
the word that refugees in the area should 
register with them so the department would 

DECLASSIFIED 

John and Peggy Beckman and Trong's wife, 
Suzanne. 

be ready when the guidelines for spending 
the funds were received. 

But a few days later a story appeared in 
the local newspaper saying that more than 
50. refugees in the area had applied for 
welfare. The story also said the county 
welfare director pledged not to spend any 
money because he contended the sponsors 
were responsible for such expenses and 
not the state. 

"The article made it look like the first 
thing the refugees did when they got to this 
country was run down to the welfare 
office," Beckman said, "but the welfare 
people were the ones who requested them 
to do it. These are extra funds set aside 
by the federal government specifically for 
the refugees. It's not as if the money were 
being taken away from our own needy 
people." 

The problem has since been settled and 
financial assistance and food stamps have 
been made available. However, as of Sept. 
IS, medicaid was being withheld pending 
clarification of welfare department guide-
lines. . 

While Beckman fought the bureaucracy, 
Trong, his family and about 20 other 
refugees did battle with the English 
language at twice weekly lessons at the 
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Suzanne and Trong. 

parish center. Trong and some of the other 
men speak some English but most of the 
women and children know very little. 

The lessons, voluntarily taught by an 
elementary school teacher and a 
Vietnamese woman who married an Ameri­
can and has lived in the United States for 
several years, have a practical bent to them. 

During one, for example, the elementary 
school teacher tries to familiarize the 
refugees with the names of household 
items: 

"Dishes are washed in the ... what?" she 
asks. 

"Sink," a Vietnamese girl about l2·years 
old says tentati vely. 

"OK, sink." 
"Sink ... sink ... sink," the class 

repeats slowly and deliberately, the 
inflection rising at the end of each repeti­
tion. 

"Some of us-probably all of us-have 
dishwashers," the elementary school teacher 
says. 

"I don't," Betty Walker, the Vietnamese 
woman serving as co-teacher interjects. 

"Some of us have electric ones, some of 
us have hand ones," the other teacher cor­
rects. "Dishwasher." 

"Dees-wah-saw. . dees-wah-saw . . . 
dees-wah-saw," the class repeats attempting 
to duplicate the harsh English sounds. 

And so the lesson goes. Using illustra­
tions from a Sears catalog and pantomime, 
the teacher introduces the class to English 
words-with varying degrees of success. 

Besides the language barrier, the two 
main problems confronting Trong and his 
family have been finding permanent 
housing and employment. A month after 
moving in with the· Beckmans, problem 
number one was solved when the parish 
found a vacant house in Dale City and 
rented it on behalf of the refugees. The 
Beckmans and other parish volunteers 
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Hl4ynh Thanh Nhan, Trong~s jour-year-oJd S01L 

cleaned the home, fixed it up and collected 
furniture and appliances. To help the 
Vietnamese save up a "nest egg" the parish 
has pledged to pay the rent for at least the 
first year. 

The repair work on the house was 
finished by the end of June and on June 28 
Trong and his family took up residence. 
They've been living on their own since 
then, but Trong and his family are still in 
close contact with the Beckmans and other 
Holy Family parishioners. 

Trong and the 20 or so other refugees 
who have settled in the Washington, D.C., 
suburb have been warmly received, Because 
they were the first refugees in the area, the 
news media lavished attention on Trong's 
family and they achieved minor cele-
brity status. People stopped them on 
the street just to say hello and some local 
merchants who recognized them even gave 
the family free merchandise. 

Dale City, a suburban housing develop­
ment nestled in the hills and dales 25 miles 
south of Washington, is mainly populated 
by families of military men and federal 
employees. (The marine base at Quantico, 
Va. is a 10-minute drive while the Pentagon 
and other Washington bureaucracies are 
30 minutes away.) Not surprisingly, many 
Dale Cityites served in Vietnam, have 
Vietnamese friends and are very sympa­
thetic to the plight of the refugees. 

Although very little hostility has been 
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directed toward them, there have been 
some minor incidents and John Beckman 
frets about them sometimes. "I know there 
still is a lot of bitterness about the Vietna­
mese war," he said. "Many Americans lost 
loved ones because of it. But I just hope 
there isn't a transfer of frustration about 
that to these people. Of course, you'll 
always find some cranks." 

And the Beckmans have found some. 
"Once, when we were shopping at the 
grocery store, a woman standing in front 
of us at the checkout recognized Trong's 
family," Peggy recalled. "She said to me, 
'Oh, how lucky they are. Why, they'll be 
Americans in no time. I came here 10 
years ago and within a year I was just like 
any other American.' I said to her, 'Oh, I 
guess you're familiar with what the Trongs 
are going through now.' She said, 'Oh, yes, 
I am. But of course, I don't agree that they 
should be here. They should have left 
them in Vietnam.' I just couldn't believe 
her!" 

Of all Trong's problems, employment 
has been the most vexing. With a flagging 
economy and soaring prices, his American 
rainbow sometimes looks a little gray. Jobs, 
especially in the D.C. area, have been very 
scarce. Trong and his 21-year-old son, a 
twice-wounded veteran, lack high-demand 
skills. In Dale City, a commuter bedroom 
community, the demand for bus dis­
patchers, drivers and soldiers is non­
existent. 

In July, however, a member of the parish 
was able to find them cook jobs at a nearby 
restaurant. The combined income of the 
two Vietnamese men is about $200 per 
week which enables the family to get by. 
Until they can find something better Trong 
and his son are content. 

Besides the Beekmans, several other 
parishioners have taken special interest in 
Trong and his family. One summer day a 
Marine colonel named Jim McCort drove 
the family and three young refugees down 
to Kings Dominion, a Disneylandish amuse­
ment park about 70 miles south of Dale 
City. 

McCort decided that the local Little 
League should do something to welcome 
the refugees. So as president of the organ­
ization he organized the trip. 

"Have a great day, the rest of your life," 
an up-tempo song jingled through the air 
as they entered the park. Within a short 
time the children were whisked, spun, 
jolted, jarred and catapulted by an assort­
ment of rides while Trong, Suzanne and the 
colonel made the rounds of the shows and 
exhibits. 



Walking through the park, Trong talked 
about his past and future. He pointed to a 
clock in the landscape fashioned out of 
flowers. "We have one like this in Saigon 
once. But people break it. They cut up. 
No onc cares." 

He said he believed corruption in the 
government was why the war was lost. 
"No one care. People in government only 
look for bribe. If you want something, 
you give money, then you get it." 

Someone asked him if he could go back 
to Vietnam someday just for a visit 
would he care to do that. "No;' he shot 
back. "This my home now. I think this 
good place for my children." 

On the way back to Dale City, Col. 
McCort turned and said, "You know, 
they're going to be all right. They'll be 
Americans in no time." 

Notre Dame's Prof. William T. Liu, who 
is conducting a study of culture shock and 
mental health problems of Vietnamese 
refugees, agrees with the colonel's assess­
ment. Liu believes adjustment should be 

'relatively easy for Trong and his family 
because they have much physical and' 
psychological support from the parish and 
othcr rcfugees in the area. 

"They have enough of their own people 
for mutual support," he noted. "Washing­
ton, of course, is cosmopolitan. There are 
similar ethnic cultures there and people 
really don't feel curious." 

Most refugees would prefer to live near 
other Vietnamese in a warm climate, Dr. 
Liu has found. The need to be with one's 
own kind apparently is very strong. When 
he asked refugees what they would do if 
they were offered a temporary, low-paying 
job with an uncertain future in a city with 
many Vietnamese or a permanent, high­
paying job where there were no Vietnamese, 
most chose the low-paying job. 

"It's human nature. They will go where 
their people are. Dispersing the refugees 
throughout the population is the most 
stupid thing. Physical isolation will harm 
their psychological well-being. In reality, 
the melting pot idea won't work anyway; 
it never worked with any other immigrant 
group. 
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"They really need to be with fellow 
Vietnamese because, after all, this is a 
foreign country to them. If the popUlation 
density is high enough then they· can have 
some services rendered to them. Some 
entrepreneur will put up a Vietnamese 
restaurant and it will become a community 
center. They'll go there, talk Vietnamese, 
eat Vietnamese food-and that's the joy 
of life for them." 

Like Trong, many refugees express a fear 
of a cold climate, according to Dr. Liu. 
"These people are very concerned about 
the environment of their new home. They 
are worried about the cold. After all many 
of them have never been in weather 
cooler than 75 degrees," he said. 

Liu predicts that the majority of Viet­
namese will settle in southern California 
because the climate is familiar and there is 
a large Asian popUlation whose culture is 
"sufficiently close to the Vietnamese 
culture." 

According to Liu, many Vietnamese feel 
there is a lack of understanding of their 
cultural patterns. And in some cases they're 
probably right. Americans sometimes show 
their lack of understanding and offend 
Vietnamese without even knowing it. Even 
a simple thing like a name can become a 
source of cross-cultural faux pas. Unlike 
Western names, the· order of Vietnamese 
names is family name, middle name, given 
name, Liu explained. 

The real source of confusion, however, 
is that while Vietnamese surnames come 
first, they are nevcr used. Only given names 
are ever used. It is a breach of etiquette to 
refer to a Vietnamese person by his family 
name alone. 

Another thing which Liu has discovered 
troubles the Vietnamese refugees is the 
receptiveness of Americans to them. "Many 
Vietnamese are quite apprehensive about 
how they will be received. I remember one 
woman I interviewed said: 'You know, I 
worked for the American Broadcasting 
Company in Vietnam; my husband is an 
aerospace engineer. \Vhether we make it 
in the United States isn't a question of skill; 
it's a question of whether the Americans 
will allow us to work.' They are very 
worried. H 

Liu is very critical of the organization 
of the camps. "The fact is all of these 
people have nothing to do. They're abso­
lutely bored. They're not allowed to 
organize themselves to do things for them­
selves so they just lie on their cots in the 
tents waiting for the next meal. 

DECLASSIFIED 

"Many of them can't understand why 
they are in the camp. They keep asking 
that qucstion. They're really treated as if 
they are prisoners in a military camp, and 
there is a very strong suspicion of American 
military people." 

The Notre Dame sociology professor and 
director of the Center for the Study of 
Man in Contemporary Society is very 
pessimistic about the length of time it will 
take to resettle all of the refugees. "If they 
(immigration officials) continue to do it 
on a family-by-family sponsorship basis, it 
will take years," he said. 

Liu, who emigrated to the United States 
from China 20 years ago, would like to see 
halfway houses established as Mayor 
Joseph Alioto of San Francisco has pro­
posed. Undcr such a plan, large numbers 
of refugees, possibly as many as 200, 
would be moved to facilities such as defunct 
college campuses or vacant hospitals. 

"If you can do this-get 200 out of the 
camps at a crack-then I think they can 
be closed down quickly, speeding up the 
assimilation of the refugees. Halfway 
houses give them the security of being 
with their own people, but at thc same 
time they provide an opportunity to take 
a little step into thc outside world. 
Gradually, over the weeks, they would 
become integrated into the American 
community until they move out on their 
own." 

One of the big edges Trong and his 
family have had in adjusting to American 
life is that they were among the first to 
leave the refugee camps. Liu noted that 
this group, which included those with at 
least some English training, have expe­
rienced less culture shock than other 
refugees. 

Unfortunately, the fortunes of many 
refugees aren't quite as bright as Trong's. 
As of September some 37,000 were still 
in camps. The Notre Dame professor 
believes the longer they stay there, the 
slower and more painful will be the 
adjustment. Some won't ever adjust. By 
the end of July more than 500 had asked 
permission to return to Vietnam. 

Sitting in John Beckman's living room on 
the eve before he moved into his own 
home, Trong took stock of his situation 
and considered everything that had 
happened to him and some of the things 
that might have happened. "We very 
lucky," he concluded. 0 
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Refugees in a hurry to learn about u~ 
,Drop chopsticks for forks, gobble 
hot dogs, cram English courses, but 

~ still play traditional soccer 
By David Winder 

Staff correspondent of 
The Christian Science Monitor 

. ' Camp Pendleton, California 
If the Vietpamese refugees know nothing about hot dogs, baseball. or 

apple pie, it won't be for lack of trying. 
Answers to everything American are sought in a bombardment of 

questions: 
"Is Colorado really cooler than California?" asked one in a tone that 

wonders if anything can be cooler than the' nippy ocean breeze rustling 
the grassy hillsides. 
" 00 the Americans not like us? " 

"Are jobs harder to get now?" 
"Where would you see a hockey game?" 
Despite growing uncertainty about their future, and even misgivings 

by sonie on leaving Saigon, most Vietnamese refugees are ,scurrying to 
adjust to a new way of life in the United States. ' 

Classrooms-,under canvas spring up as quickly as chopsticks are 
dropped for plastic knives and for~; meals that were once lingered 
over, ala Saigonese, now are taken in breathless cafeteria fashion. . 

True, the Vietriamese women here at Camp Pendleton have chosen 
the plain bucket and outside faucet over the gleaming new washing 
machines offered by' the Marine Corps. And the children gave 
volleyball only a cursory try before dropping the ball and reverting to 
their more traditional game of soccer. 

. But generally, the refugees are soaking up like a sponge aU ~hey can 

.learn about the U.S. and try hard to get more information. 

. The most popular book~ at the tent library? Weighty government 
information books peppered with bone-dry statistics like the length of 
the. Mississippi River"or the number of representatives in the U.S. 
Congress, or who defeated the British at Yorktown. Much 'of the stress 
is on geography and history. . 

More practical hints also await the refugees. .' 

Thanks to the Coronado Baptist Church, hourly lectures on basic 
economics familiarize the Vietnamese with U.S. currency; inform 
them about banking practices; and educate them to the supermarket. 

As Capt. John Curd of the Marine Corps put it, "They have to know 
they can't go into Macey's and haggle over the price." 

While the young children are glued to afternoon television movies, 
. their older brothers and sisters and even parents are busy taking 
:courses. The most urgent: survival English, as a basic as learning to 

,say "Hi" or "WheredoIshopforthis?" I 

, But there is also a background of confuS!0n, uncertainty, and e"en 
depression. 

"If we have to, stay here a long time, it is better we go back to 
Saigon." said a well-educated, professional Vietnamese. 

The marines here have even volunteered to begin registering those 
who now desire to return to South Vietnam., 

By Richard L. Allman 

Refugees - they bend ~nd grow ~ 

concern that the American people as a whole don't want them. They 
have gotten this idea somewhere. I don't feel this personally." 

:, So far, less than 20 of the 18,000 refugees have asked to return. But Mr. Torrence sees :them.as people of great resilience and ,/ 
flexibility. , . ' . • 1 ;SeVeral said they would have wanted to stay in the United States if their 

, ·.·families, still in Vietnam, were with them. 
, Bryce Torrence, head of the Red Cross here and a project director in 

Vietnam 'for 800,000 r~fugees. concedes "there is a sadne$and a 

"Like the bamboo, they bend;but they continue to grow," he says. 
"They are also Ii very patient people, a very grateful people ... and 
they want to becoll)e good citizens." -

C's ~ . " -, 
" - ~: ~'. . . f'3 d~I4~7S, .. 
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2(),OOO Refugees 
Due At Call1Pen 

By SAUL SHAPiRO 
. . Staff Writer 

CAMP 'PENDLETON - Camp 
Pendleton . today prepared to 
:accommodate 20,000 Vietnamese 

. ' refugees who will begin arriving 
: within:~\Vo days. 

The Pentagon said today that Camp 
:Pendleton, will,. be one of three 
,military ba,ses to house the evacuated 

Vietnam War refugees for "up to 90 
days or more." 

The other bases, which will also be 
housing 20,000 Vietnamese, are Eglin 
. Air Force Base, Florida, and Ft. 
Chaffee, Arkansas . 

BrigGen. Paul Graham, 
commanding officer of Camp 
Pendleton, and other base officials 
conferred this nlorning on 
arrangements for food and housing 
for the Vietnamese refugees"who are 
scheduled to be flown' to the EI Toro 
Marine Air Stat jon in 9rapge County 
and later transferred to Camp 
Pendleton. '. ~ 

Hou!ling facilities' at. Camp Telaga 
,and Camp San Onofre on the base are 
expected to be. utiliied along with 
teIitsand other:·temporary housing. 
The permanent facilities. were 
described ,as barracks', andqU,QI'lset 
huts. " 

The Pentagon: said' that the first 
refugees were ef'pected to arrive at. 
the three military locations within,the" , ·:.A··.,;.···· 't; ,.',;,, . ~{'<~\:' .\~ .. ! . ~"\:.'~;i;·\ \ ... ~'.(' 

/ 
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next 48 hours. The refugees are 
presently being housed at Wake 
Island, Guam and Clark Air Force 
Base in the Philippines . 

To date, 40,000 Vietnamese have 
been evacuated from Saigon and the '. 
administration hopes lotake out some . 
85,000. 

The Pentagon said that a precedent 
for the current operation was 
established in 1956 when 40,000 
Hungarian r~fugees were brought to 
Camp Kilmer, New Jersy. It took 
several, months to find permanent 

housing for. all of them and to scatter 
~hen~thr()~g~oU:t ,the. UnitedSt~tes. 

'." . .', ';~1.":": .<':~ .. ~' ~" 
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,REFUGEES will be housed in these quonset huts on Camp Pendleton and other temP.o~ary facilities,. 
, '..' . -' ' , , '. . . .. '.. . ><:~ , . .. . -{. ~ I' • • 

---~. 
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PENDLErON 
SELEcrEDAS 
REFUGEE ,SITE 

COPLEY NEWS service' 

WASHINGTON .:;,;; Camp 
Pendleton will ·be one of 
threeprocE:ssi~g . ceriters in 
the United Stc:tes for South 
Vletnamese refugees, , 

The others will be in Ar· .' 
kansas and Fl()rida, ;lccord­
ing to an aide to Sen, John 
V. Tunney, D·Calif.,who 
was informed today by the 
State Department. 

Tunney's office was given 
no further details, and offi­
cials of. the State Depart~ 
ment, which is' coordinating 
the refugee evacuation, 
were not immediately. 

, available for comment. 
However, the State De­

partment said last week 
that as many as.' six of 
seven such processing cen­
ters may be established in 
the United States, 

All refugees ~nt~ring the 
Unlted States from Guam, 
Wake Island or Manila will 
know their ultimate des­
tinations in the United 
States before arriving, the 

i' department said, . 
! The centers will be used 

I for final immigration pro­
cessing, health checks .and 
preparation for the final leg 

. of the refugees' journey to j citif::') where sponsors have '. 
~ been arra·nged. 

i,.'.'···. ) 
~ 

, ' .. , :~t?I>'E/) 
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u.s. diverts, 
:,refugees to' 
Wake o toll , 

Bv UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAl 

The United States today temporar­
ily diverted flights of American and 
Vietn{lmese evacuees from over­
crowded facilities on Guam til tiny 
Wake Island in the Pacific" 1,500 
miles to the east. 

In Saigon last night, frantic Viet-, 
namese' jostled each other to get 
aboard civilian planes, The Penta-, 
gori sent 40 Marines from ships in 
the South China Sea to the U.S.' 
embas!?yto control crowds of Viet-
namese seeking exit visas. ," 

The 3-square·mile, U,S.cowned· 
Wake atoll is the third Pacific point 
used by the military since the round- , 
the-eJock airlift from Saigon moved 
into full operation early this week,. 

Air Force officials first shifted the 
flights of Americans and their Viet­
namese dependents 'from the Philip- . " 
pines to Guam after PreSident Fer­
dinand Marcos restricted the use of 
.Clark Air 'Base as a refugee ecnter. 
· , The United States asked Marcos 
yesterday to ease his ruling thai no 
more than 200 Vietnamese be al­
lowed on the huge Clark· base at any. , 
one time. . 
· On Guam, U.S. immigration of~. ' 
· daIs said today they hope to prpce~~ . 
up to 3,000 evacuees from South. 
Vietnam a day for the. trip ~from 
Guam to the continental U,nited, 
States, 

Immigration officials said If the 
processing goes as planned,· the., 
20,400 refugees now crammed Ofl~O 
Guam would be flown to the Omted·. , 
States within It w~ek's time. 

Relief worki'l's &'rei:led a huge lent 
city, and thousands of refugees 
moved in. Navy Sea bees struggled 
to ~eep ahead of the influx and 
throw UP mort.' t''''1t~ 

Rear :Adm-. Gt:()rge S. l\1orris01i, 
offlcer m. chaf~:r 'J,: "aring for the 
refugees, to!d,,! n~Wli ccJflference the 
evacuation flights to Guam ~'ere 
suspended in order to allow the 
Sea bees to build more aeeommoda-, 
lions. 

Gen. Louis Wilson Jr., Pacific Air 
Force commander in HOl~()l!11iJ, or­
deted 70 men to Wake, 4,()!)V1l1!18S 
from Saigon, to beef up.thl' 245 man 
staff there, ': 

The atOll, long a·· I'efuelii:g 3[OP 
between Hav.'aii and Guam. a150 has I 

many empty barracks, used after 
the islanq's recapture from the .lap­
anesein World War II. It has a 
population of 1,700 and isadmjn;'~-

. tered by the U.S_ Air Force. 
. ,At Saigon's Tan Soil Nhut Airport, 
VIetnamese with sems already as­
sured on three commercial' jets 
Jostled, shoved and pushed over chil- . ' 
dren in immigration lines and 
screamed at officials tu stamp their 
tickets. '. '. -

Air For{'e C141 Starfighter-jets 
~nd Cl30 Hercules turboprops, each . 
Jammed with 200 Vietnamese, land­
ed hourly yesterday at Andersen Air .i 

Force Base on Guam_ Total arrivals < 

in the la8t.56 hours reached 18,000. ' 

U S. military authorities on Guam ; 
worked to build a tent city to house 
50,000 Vletnamese. Gov. Ricardo 
BordalJo has predicted ]30,000 Vi€t­
namese refugees may arrive. . 

The 68,000. citizens on Guam have 
begun hoarding food. Some said they 

(CObt.;I)U pag~ :~.3, coJ..6) 
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... , .. , 
TEMPORARY TOWN<- Vietnamese refugees 

'" }!tll.La~lJ~ ~:Tent City':,;;onGuam today. Area llt 
,~" ... ' ::, '-... \>". ~:-" 1 • I :1 

Orote Point on the South Pacific island already 
houses nearly 3,000 persons. - AP Photo 

u.s. diverts refugees 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

fear the Vietnamese may bring in 
diseases. ' 

U.S. officials in Saigon said the U, 
S, Air Force flew 31 refugee evacua-

, tion flights out of Saigon during the 
past 24 hours, the highest number Qf 
flights in any single day since the 
emergency evacuation program 
began. 

A U.S. mission spokesman today 
said the number of Americans re-

'mainlng in South Vietnam' was 1,079, 
down ,from more than' 6,000 last 
week. , 

The ratio of Vietnamese to Ameri­
cans aboard the evacuation flights is 

, 20 to I, officials said. ' 

A China Airlines official said the 
private aIrline is flying its la~t llig! it 
out of Saigon today, leayingonly Air 
France and Air Vietnam still operat­
ing flights in a~d outorS'~igon. 

'. .' .' '!' -'i~: . , 

,,~ Z, ;4/lp , .;-
I~ : .•• ' • 
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'Refugees 
For U.S. 
Pegged at 
l3O, 

WASHINGTON (AP) 
Robert J. McCloskey, assis­
tant secretary of state for Con­
gressional relations, said Sun­
day that about 130,000 Viet­
namese refugees will be 
brought to the United States. 

"We have authority from 
the attorney general, using the 
so-called parole procedure. 
to bri ng into the United States 
something on the urder of 
130,000," McCloskey said on 
the NBC interview program 

,"Meet The Press." "Up until 
yesterday' (Saturdav) some­
thing around 30.000 have been 
taken out of Vietnam. Some of 
them have reached ttle United 
States. most of them are at 

~ Guam, Wake Island and a base 
_ in the Philippines." 
t McCloskey said that volun­
_ tal1: agencies will arral1ge re­
_ habilitatIOn programs for the 
j refugees. 

If the United States evac· 
- uated all the Vietnamese who 
, were in some ... "ay associated 
, with the United States during 
- the past 15 years, the number 
- "WOuld run up to a million ., 
j he said. ' 

, "We have to look at it as a 
I practical matter, particularly 
I glVen the domestic situation in . 

the Unites States," McCloskey" 
I said. "I think it fair that we 

CQuid absorb the figure that we 
; are talkinr, about in the pre· 
, sent SItuatIOn but I WQuid think 
) that a figure of a mi Ilion is 
i something that probably we 
I couid not absorb and probably .. 
J nQt very realistic." 

~. lie also. said that the delay'· 
111 evacuatmg Americans from 
SalgQn is "not as slow as some 

I have charged it to. be," 

"The numbers Df the 
American community has 
been reduced by about 4,000 in 
less than two weeks." he Said, 
"The evacuatiQn of Americans 

• has been steady. and down· 
ward." 

McCloskey said that (Dr· 
eign policy in Vietnam by "dif­
(rrent administrations has 
failed." 

"It failed for a variety of 
reasons but 1 do. think . _ . that 
we can master these prob-
lems." . 

However, he said we have 
not suffered pennanent . set­

. backs in other areas becaUse 
of Vietnam. . 

- EUHIm1R 5ec:'--71. ?~ I _ _ _ ____ .:1.----.---- ~ .. - .. -. --
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: Orphans' 
Not Be 

tLost Out 
. What probably will be thl 

· last group of orphans evac 
uated froril Vietnam arrived a' 
Los Alamitos Naval Air Sta 

'tion Saturday night and Sun 
day in three flights provide! 
by the Military Airlift COID' 

.mand. 
. With the exception of threl 
infants hospitalized upon ar 

. rival and listed as not seriolls 
ly ill. all children who arrive! 

I on the fi rst two flights Satur 
,day were placed aboard com 

mercial airline flights Sunda~ 
,·to be flown to Oregon all( 

Colorado, authorities said, 
Sheila Anderson, an officia; 

.of Friend~ of Children of Viet 
nam, said her group had 9: 

· children aboard the tW! 
; flights, ranging in age from ~i' 
~ months to 14 years, She Sail 
, they flew to Denver Sunda) 
r where final pnlcessing wil 
\ take place before they an 
: placed with adoptive parents. 

The remaining 33 children 
.~ on the two !lights were brought 
, out of Saigon by Holt Interna· 

tional' Children's Services. 
~ They were flow11 to Portland 
· where they ~ill be placed in 
I foster homes unt.i1 arrange' 
:. ments are completed ror adop-

tions. 
Jack Adams, an official of 

Holt International Children's 
, Services, said tlJ('~e arrivals 

wind up the orl>hal1 airlift as 
far as his organization is con­

,cerned. ,The group has evac,~ 
, uated all its children from the 
'three centers' it operated in 
Saigon, Adams said three 
American staff members from' 
Holt still are in Saigon trying 
to arrange to get 80 Vietnam·' 
(Continued on Page ,\2 CIIL 71: 
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Orphans 

Arrive on 

3 Flights 
(Continued froll1 Page .-\-1) 

ese staff members oui of the 
country, 

Miss Anderson saw little 
likelihood of her organization 

: being able to awmge further 
evaruations. 

"It is v.cry possible these 
chHdrE'tl \\111 be the last. we'll' 
be ablE' to get out (If Vietnam," 
she said. 

Officials at Los Ala mitos 
said they had no information 
about the third and final flight, 
scheduled to arrive late last 
night, except that there were 

. 65 children aboard, 
A,ir station spokesmen said 

they be lieved children on the 
final flight were l;Jeing brought 
here by Friendsof Children of: 
Vietnam,'·· .. !. 

: Authorities Sunday night 
said Navy doctors and nllrses 
wrre standing by for the ar­
rival of the third f1i(!ilt to ex­
anline the children and to ad­
minister medical ,aid if 
needed, 

While offic'ials were not 
positive, t hey 'believed the 
children were to be f10\\'11 bv 
commerCIal airlmc tOday to 
their filw( dcstlllation. ' 

U>S ANGELES HERALD _ EXAMINER SeC r 4- / PIk: F ,I 
DECLASSIFIED 



-io .... 

DECLASSIFIED 

.,:·Warrefu ,ee :'Wtlve:: 
:', " :", >:/ 

about 'to . hit nation: 
. . . ,.' '':''''','~. _.,.,' .' ./" : " . ' "I. "."'~ _ .' 

United Press Interflollonai' ' " who ,new in on can Air Force Cl4I' : 
The wav¢ Qf Vietnamese refugees "st:'trHfter last night. A "sneak-oul""': 

is about'- to burst upon the Unite,d ' flight by Flying' Tiger airlines,' 
States. Sut not everyone who wants ,brought 32 of the airlirie's erpploy~s:,:" 

I to get out ,will make It , to ,Los Angeles Saturday: . ',. 
More .than' 30;000 South Viet; The refugees left;beti(nd,' their,:' 

":. narriese have already ,left" theii • friendsiihd'their homes hi the hope:' 
r,rumbling country, Up LO lOO;OOt) they can ,also leave behind their!' 
more, .will leave Communist-en'- memories of wur and theji~ie'ars of 
circled Saigon if time permit.s and future oppr,esSiOlL 
the United States evacuation airlift ,Offieials in ('harge of "Operation 
continues, ' New Life" at the ,\.rneriean process' 

However, despilC the size of. ,the . ing centers in Asia were scrambling, 
American relief effort, fueled by to, complete living quarters for the 
miI1ions of dollars and the efforts of . horneless and hungry Vietnamese 
tho!lsands of Amerir'an servicemen, '. and hastening, to send them on to 
officials in Washington say it will mainland United States. , 
rescue scarcely more than a lenth of.' :'1~~' c\ian'til.ant to h:~aven1.y COUl~i~ 
the estim'ated 1 million Soutll Viet- try," SlllU 'fran Till Lang, a ;12-ycar-,.· 
nam.eS~;::~hq~~ lives are imperi,lC9, old qiv~)rce~ and mot.her or two ,who; 
by a CommunIst takeover. ~,(:~me with:a' group of orphan cd 

The frrghtened refugees who left children to the tent dty on 'Guam. , 
everythi~g' behind in 'Vietripm and "Sut I had rio choice. ' 
the A,rnericans who are sweating on. "'I wouldn't havp been allowed to, 
Guam, on Wake Island and in the, "live under' the Communists, 'And, 
Philippines, to receive them all are "e,,~en though J left my country" I will 
convinced that tM end of Saigon is 'at least bf~ able lo live in liberty," ' 
at hand, Few of the evacuees have : The Pentagon threw more .plane~,' 
rertain plansJor their future in lheinto its around-the-dock alrlJrt" 

, United States, _ ; . 'tuday, bringirlg in transport, Jets; 
:.' Packed Air force planes arrived' from Litt~eRoek Air force, B,as~., ,',.' 

at Gua.m every 45 minutes today, ,Tents were sent from a base in.! 
Durward Powell, the s,,:nior immi~' Utah, Naw Sea bees tolled in 100-
gration officer on the island, said h~ degree hea't' on Guam to instali lat- , 
hoped to send 3,000 persons a day on rines, showers and field kitchens' 
toward the Unite.c:I States hy postpon, amid the dust clouds billowing over': 

'ing some nOfl11ll scn:ening proce~ the tent city, ' 
dures, ,The flights to Guam weri' ~uspei1d-, 

Evacuation flights from Vwtnani ed for 36 hours during HlP weekend'" 
were bringing people Ollt at a rate ot,· to allow construction io proceed.:­
rpore than 5,pOO persons per day;: During the interim, z,160re[ugees 
foreshadowing a backlog in tlle,Lenl were flown l,5()O miles farther east 
city refugee camps, .• to tiny Wake Island, where Sea bees 

Assistant SecretarY of State Hob-, put up 1,000 tents on an abanqoned 
ert McCloskey said' yesterdayUle World War II airstrip. . 
administrafion, has decided, "as' ac' Nearly 23,000 refugees had arrived 
practical matter," to bring no mqre by this morning at Guam, where 
than 130,000 Vietnamese, to the Unit- Rear Adm. George S, Morrison,' in. ' 
ed States - including those already charge of the refugee operatioil,said 

, evacuated - because this eouIitry he was prepared to handle as many 
could not absorb an influx of 1 a~ 50,000 people at one time. 

"million Vietnamese refugees. iVlore than 12,000 Vietnamese were 
, . Fresh arrivals in the United States rrammed into u gymnasium,. two 
during the weekend irieluded 126 aircraft hangars and a sweltering 

,orphans, ranging in age from sevtl'-. city of tent~ in the Philippiries, at 
al months to 10 years, who arrived Clark Air BasI' 2nd the Naval base 
on two flights at Los AlamitDs Naval' at Subic Bay, A lO,OnO-ton convertec.,' 
Air Station near Long Beach, Satur- miiitary transport brought in 625 
day night and another 65 children evacuees by sea yt'stHday, 

s'r:,inr~G -'~;IU:~Li~'f~~56-cr A~· 'pt)t;E ~ -
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DAMM;INGTHE~FLOI)D -r South V;etn~me~',L' yes(f,!fday:;qn;t,oad ft70m ~9ngThanh to Saigon. 
'. govern~~n~.soldi,er.t~atel1s ,to swinghis'we<ip~:?.i Papers are being checked to prevent Commu­
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Many Refugees 
Highly Skilled 

Brains, Degrees Make 
Up for Things Lost 

, BY DAVID LAMB 
Times SIMI Writ.r 

AGANA, Guam-No one has ever 
questioned Col. Duong Thien Hung's 
bravery, and when he called his fam- •• 
ily together in the ,livihgroom of'his 
Saigon villa the other night he ,made 
one point clear~ 

"If you would reRpcct me any less 
for leaving," he told his four children, ' 
"jf you would grow up' feeUng that 
your father h3d been anything, but a 
brave man, then I will stay and if ne-

, cpssary I will die here fighting." 
The family's response was unani­

,mous. The next day th~ colonel put 
his wife and children on a U.S. C·130 
transport plane'at Tan Son'Nhut Air­
port. Two days later he; too, boa~ded 

, a refugee plane, thus ending a 22-
year military career that began 
shortly after he fled North Vietnam . 
in 195"1. ' 

Hung.4fl, an F·!j pilot three months 
~hDI·t of retirement, had flown more, 
l1li~;i()lls than he possibl.y could 
counL Once he was shot down over' 

Please'Turn 1'0 Page 8, Col. <I :' 
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Ark. Re[';'gee Camp Closes 
2/ tr~., r ...' e 'eigned here will be the 

U 'B'1l RTchards refugee camps In Cah{?rma, onc . I f I handful of 
u} I Fl 'da andPennsylvama-to presence 0 a 

WaShington, Post Staff Writer •. on b k' t th mber Vietnamese who have· settled 
. FT. CHAFFEE, Ark., Dec. slip. ~c In ° e so , Imost out of sight around 

. 20-The final busload of 26 o~scunty of a peacetIme ~ere an occasional glimpse?f 
Vietnamese. rolled uut the m~ltary b~~~ldiers have been one 'of the beautiful ao dais 
gates of tl)is' temporqry rews kO 

f weeks here that nearly all of the Arkansas 
refugee way statIOn today, at wor . or r .' WOmen who showed up to ,work 

i ending nearly eight l7lonths of dlsm~~~m~ast~~ th~~\~~ at Ft. Chaffee eventually 
, hectic efforts to relocate so~~ CU::t~er for the more than purchased from Vie~namese 

130'.000 pers?nl~ ~r~~u~h 5~,OOO refugees who crowded and th~ s:-veet memodnes oft~e 
dunng the a. through Ft. Chaffee since it S1.5 million pumpe mon. Y 
Vietnam. . . th I t opened May 2 and were spun into the local economy dunng 

j The scatte~~ Oft teas fHo new homes and Jives the reXuge.e camp's tenure. 
I refugee contmgen 0 nIne 0, . dStat But even. before. the 
~tates from l\t~ryland, to U'1B'oUrghout tfe Ugmt~he oe~iy speeches and ceremony here 
California left, th!s sprawling . e p:e ,on ,\ , 
60 Ooo-acre installation-along rcmall1ll1g signs of ~he mull!- See REFUGEES, A19, Col.L 
wi'th three othel' now+ell1pty national pandemonIUm that 

, . REFuGEES, From At c: 
. today marking the official 
ciMing of the refugee camps 
there have been signs that for 

" many Vietnamese' the 
. niigration is far from finished. 

Interviews by The 
Washington Post with 

, refugees around the country 
and with federal and local 
officials connected with 
resettlement programs in­

,dicate that growing numbers 
of refugees are abandoning 
their official sponsors and 
heading toward areas of the 
country with warm weather 
and existing clusters of 
Vietnamese, 

In California, which has 
becoine the' fOCus of much of ! 
this secondary migration, the 
official federal figures made 
public by the Inter-Agency 

,Refugee Task Force show 
27,351 Vietnamese have been 
resettled there, 

Federal and state officials . 
working with VietnameSe in 
California, however, estimate 
that the acfual figure exceem 
40,000 and is growing steadily, 

"The feds originally told ,us 
we wouldn't be getting mor~ 

; than about .5,000 i'efugee8, '! 
-- ~said Robert Gnaiz<ia, deputy 

secreta·ry - of . California's 
Health and Welf~re Agency 
and the head of the state's 
resettleme~t»fogram. 

California officials have 
complained bitterly to the 
federal task force that not only 
are the Vietnamese settling in 

'areas where unemployment is 
particularly high but ~at 51 
per cent of the state's· Viet­
namese I refugees-an 
unusually high percentage 
according to federal figures 
for other parts of the coun­
try-are on welfare. 

Although the federal 
resettlement program calls 

· for reimbursing states for any 
: refugee expenses, Gnaiz~ is 
worried that the $100 mlihon 
set aSide by too Department of 
Health, Education and 

· Welfare may run out and 
California may' end up stuck. 
for a bill of between $10 
,mi'Jlion and $20 million, 
'''We believe that most of the 

'.refugees worl't he willing to 
, spend more than one winter in 
the nortjtern states before" 

· they decide to come here," , 
Gnaizda said. I 
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I' In Pomona, an affluent citY -; 
, east of Los Angeles with a , 
I population of 87,000 and an . 
unemployment rate of 13 per 

"cent local officials had to step 
I in ~ rescue 200 Vietnamese 
. who lost promised jobs when 
[ tooir' prospective employer 
'and sponsor went broke. 

"We had no idea we'd end up 
,becoming sponsors o~r-
selves" said Pomona CIty 

. Manager Gerald Gonce. "My 
\ staff has other things to do 
, besides run a refugee· 

.I program." 
: ' Pomona officials have met 
I with state and federal 
: authorities about the pr.oblem: , 
[·If jobs cannot be found, Gonce 
'said, sOme of the Vietnamese 
I may have to move on. 
, F\ederal officials in San' 
I Diego, where unemployment 
I is at.l1per cent, were startJed . 
; recently to. find ,that the 
i number ·of Vietnamese there 
had jumped from 3,500, when 
the nearby refugee center at 
Camp Pendleton clCJ&ed Oct. 
31, to nearly 10,000. 



"It's getting cold in the' 
North and East," said HEW 
refugee official Arlyn B. Carr, 
who is in charge of the federal 

, program in San Diego. "The 
, VietnameSe get a letter from a 

friend out here and if th~y can 
, get a few bucks they just h,op 

on a bus ,Imd take off." 
"There's a tremendous 

difference between refugees 
, and immigrants," said Dr. 
, William T. Liu;- a Notre Dame 

sociologist working with 
refugees 'in the San Diego 
area. "Immigrants are highly 
motivated and usually', plan 
where they are going. They, 
take root more easily. 
Refugees are just thrown in 
and it takes a lot mor~'1rme 
and shifting around before 
they settle. " 

Ironically, as the last of the ' 
federally operated refugee, 
camps was clOSing ~t Ft .. 
Chaffee, the first of what some 
officials predict could_ ~ a 
second-generation series of; 
camps was opening at a: 
rented airfield south of San 
Diego. '. 

Michael Hanson, president, 
of the Agapi Foundation, a' 
private relocation group that' 
is starting the camp, said the 

, 24 refugees now installed 
there in barracks once used 
during a commercial pilot 
training program all had, 
experienced sponsor ''break-'' 
downs," where the spon-, 
sorship doesn't work out. 

"We've had breakdowns 
coming out of our ears," said 
Hanson. "I could see this 
coming back in June but no 
one in the federal prograrw ' 
would listen." , 

Hanson anticipates 300 more 
, refugees· will arrive at the 
! 'isolated and windswept air­
I "port camp in the 'next few 

weeks. Each must be sent by 
> one of the 10 voluntary 

agencies. that have been 
designated by the federal task 
force as piaceme)1t 
organiza'tions for refugees. 

For each refugee, Hanson 
said, his group will get$10per 
day .' from the voluntary 
agencies and will turn over $1 
per day to· the refugees for 

, spending money. The rest, hf;J 
said will go to run the camp 
and' provide intensiv~ 
language lessons and job 1 

training. . 
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Some Vietnamese in San 
Diego this week expressed 
skepticism over the plan. I 

"There are no jobs here, at 
all," said Tran Van Tran, a 
Vietnamese working with 
HEW in tM Siln Diego area. 
"At the end of six weeks 

. they'll just dump them all) 
(refugees) back on welfare." 

Federal officials at task 
force - headquarters in 
Washington said they were not 
aware of the opening of any 
new refugee camps. 

"If it's coming to. that 
already," said Task Force 
Deputy Director Robert V. 
Keeley, "1 would consider it 
an act of desperation." 

Keeley said that he and 

some other federal officials 
have had second thoughts 
about the', task force policy of 
dispersing refugees 
throughout the United States 
instead of sending· them to 
settle in one place the way, for 
example, many Cubans have 

. done in Florida . 
"1 think the reason it was 

done this way," he said in an 
interview this week, "was 
because of political pressure 
on the task force. If we an­
nounced at the start that we 
were gOing to cluster the 
refugees there would have 
been,s terrible-hue and cry." , 

Keeley said he believed that 
many Vietnamese refugees 

. would eventually group 
'together anyway in Florida 

·'U.S.··T~sk Force Statistics 
. .... U/~/'~ 2./ pJZc,-7 r . 

, Following are figures from voluntary agencies respon-
the federal Inter-Agency· -sible.. for .. refugee 
Refugee TaSk Poree for the relocatIon--$65.6 ~on. 
Vietnamese refugee program: ,-Cost of sett10g up and 

-Total numlier of refugees operatin~. refugee. camp-
processed int!tU .S.-130,600. s~$1l7 millIOn. 

-Num.ber of Vietnamese ,'-Date refugee program 
returning to Vietnam-l,546. _scheduled to end-Sept. 30, 

I -Number of Cambodians 1971'!!.:.. _____ ----· 
.~ waiting to return-l30. r-' 

: -Location, of refugee 
-l, camps: Ft. Chaffee, Ark; 
I Camp Pendleton, Calif.; Ft. 
\ lndiantown. Gap, Pa.; Eglin 
. Air Force Base, Fla. . 
.~ -Total money" allotted to 
\ resettlement program-$505 , 
I million. ' 

-Total allotted to 10 
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and Callfornia and~ Dear New i-\ -;::==:::::====:::::===============;;...;;..;;.;;;.,,;..;..;;;=~ 
Orleans and Washington. 

"Obviously," he said, 
: "there are going to be some . 

problems. But we don't feeJ~ 
, they are. goirig to be large 
enough to keep the task force 
in operation." , 

The job of handling future 
probiems with the Vietnamese 
is scheduled to be turned over 
from the inter -agency group 
to HEW Monday. The official 

'date set by Congress for the 
end cf the $505 million refugee 
resettlement program is ~ept. 
30,1977. 

The tactic's of the reset­
tlement effort have taken 
some sharp twists and'turns 
since they were originally 
formulated in May. One major 
shift has been away)rom 
placing Vietnamese with 
individual sponsors and 
~oncentrating instead on 
finding church groups to help 
refugees become accustomed 
to life here. 

"The ones who went to 
churches or synagogues .have 
made it,", said I Donald 
Whitteaker, an HEW official 
at Ft. Chaffee. A number of 
the people Who called at 'the 
start to be individual sponsors I 

were really looking for cheap 
labor or domestic help ... 

Not all states have had the 
problems with refugees that 

, have cropped up in California. 
In Minnesota, which has 
absorbed 3,800 refugees, more 
than any other midwestern 
state, there. have been, few 
problems finding work for the 
Vietnamese. 

"The advance plan~g and 
the meeting between state 
officials and employers ~elped 
make the transition smooth, '" 
said Keith Barnes', a 
production manager for, the 

,-' 

The WIShlngtnn Post 

Refugee resettlement figures Issued Nov. 30 by federal taak foree. 

Larid 0' 'Lakes turkey 
Processing division in Albert 
Lea, Minn., where six 
refugees hold jobs. 

In Texas, groups of young 
, Vietnamese fishermen have 
settled along the Gulf Coast 
Others have mpved to Florida 
to get jobs with fishing fleets 
there. 

HEW officials are talking 
with officials of severa1 north­
western states about opening 
a i job training center for 
refugees in Montana. 

In Iowa, seven Vietnamese 
families with a total of 64 
recently moved into a newly 
refurbished apartment 
building in the middle of a 
r;undown Des Moines neigh­
borhood. 

"Now it's. the poor helping 
the poor-arid doing okay so 
far," said Arzania Williams 
director of the federally 
funded, Gateway Opportunity 
center, which owns the 
building. 

The Southern Ozark 
mountain community of 
Grannis, Ark" saw its 
population of 177 more than 
double this fall when 250 
Vietnamese moved in to work 
at a local chicken processing 
factory owned by the Lane 
PouItryCo. 

The company set up a lease­
purchase arrangement with 
the Vietnamese for 40 house 
trailers arid paid for two 
bilingual Vietnamese teachers 
to handle the 50 new Viet-
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namese puplls In Grannis' 
,five-room elementary school. 

"If you're going to make 
something like this work," 
explained Lane official Melvin 
Sullivan, "you've got to devote 
an awful lot of time to 
details," 
. Nguyen Duc Hien, a 'former 

Vietnamese cultural attache 
to Laos who now works in the 
Grannis school, said only one, ' 
family has pulled out of ' 
Grannis and a number have 

, written from other parts of the 
country wanting to come and 
work.' 

"It's a good and safe place 
here," he said. "There are 
jobs and it is quiet and 
peaceful. I think most of \IS 
will stay." 


