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VERTICAL ASSAULT ON KOH TANG ISLAND
AND RECOVERY OF S.S. MAYAGUEZ - 15 MAY, 1975 (U)

I. (U) Introduction. This is a draft working paper on the helicop-

ter insertion and extraction of Marineé Corps forces involved in the

_recdvery of the S.S. Mayaguei on 15 May 1975. The working péper is

being circulated for a check on the paper's veracity ;nd for comment
and recommendations. The final dfaft will be included in the over-

all documentation and analysis of Marine Corps activity in Southeast
Asia, April and May 1975. Additional draft working papers are being
“written on other aspects of the operations and will be circulated

for comment.

II. (S) Summary of preliminary events on 15 May. CTG 79.9 (1414002?::5

May) submitted a concepf of operations to COMUSSAG/7AF (info eeee’
among others, (CINCPAC)ifor approval/modification. This plan A
resulted from a meéting at Utapao at 1900G, 14 May in which CTG .".'j’

79.9, USSAG representétives, CO 56 SOW, CTU 79.9.1 (CO BLT 2/9), .
CTU 79.9.2 (Oinc; Boarding'Party), and others participated. The s e §
plan called for eight helos to insert approximately 175 Ground

Security Force {(GSF) on Koh Tang_Island at 0542G, 15 May, and,
simultaneously; three helos to inseft 48 CSF, 6 MSC, and 6 Naval '
personnel onto the S.S. Mayaguez. USS Harold E. Holt was requested

to be in position to actively support insertion on Mayaguez. Maxi-

mum TacAir at insertion and for'fifst four hours until helos could

recycle was also requested.
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(S) USSAG frag order for 15 May (helicopter and TacAir) was

issued by USSAG/7AF 141651Z May as of 1646Z. The order fragged
three helos to insert 60 GSF on S.S. Mayaguez at 1422427 (0542G),
nine helos were fragged to insert the GSF on Koh Tang Island also

at 0542G. A second wave of 12 helicopters was fragged~be£ween‘

1015 and 1045G. Two subsequent waves of 12 helicopfers were
scheduled at 1445 and 1915G. The helicopter part of the frag order
‘was in accordance with CTG 79.9 141400Z.

(S) COMUSSAG/7AF plan for the boarding of the Mayaguez and assault
on Koh Tang Island is contained in USSAG/7AF 1417302 May,'a DTG

44 minutes after the frag time. The USSAG plan called for the

insertion, by eight helos of the Ground Security Fofce (GSF) on oot
the island beginning at sunrise (apfroXimately 2300Z 14 May). The &."'
plan contained conflicting directions concerniﬂg inser£ion of the ¢
Boarding Party. Para. 1, A directed that simultaneously (with ‘ -j
the assault on Koh Tang) three helos would insert the Boarding
Party directly on to Holt. Holt would then transfer the Boarding ;.;g
Party to the Mayaguei. In Paragraph 1, b (2), Employment, the
statement 1is made that insertion of the Boarding Pafty on the

Mayaguez will be via USAF helos. |

(S) Reference 1 states thaf at midnight (14 May), USSAG/7AF

diretted, apparently by phone conversation, that the Marines would

be inserted on the.USS~Harold E. Holt and Koh Tang Island simul- |
taneously. Reference 12 (CTG 79.9 151138Z) states COMUSSAG/7AF

141730Z May approved concept of.operatiohs in CTG 79.9 141400Z
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except CTG 79.9 tasked to put Boarding Party aboard Holt (for
subsequent transfer to Mayaguez). There are, however, two COMUSSAG/
7AF méssages with DTG 1417302 May. One is the plan described above:
containing confiicting direction for the Bpafding Party insertion’ |
on Mayaguez and Holt. The other message is to CTG 79.9 and,_‘
élthough vaguely worded,vis apparently the message referred to in ,
reference 12. CINCPAC 1421127 May approved the USSAG/7AF plan of
1417302 and,'among.lbther things, directed the wording of para. 1,

»6 (2) be changed to read‘that tHe Boarding Party board Mayaguez

from Holt. Apparently verbal communications between COMUSSAG/7AE.~

and higher authority, about midnight, 14 May, resulted in the .o »

.
o
.e

change in the CTG 79.9 concept of 141400Z; i.e. board Mayaguez

from Holt instead of direct insertion on Mayaguez from helos. Teene”
{O) There were.a total of 16 USAF helos deployed to Utapao AB
prior to or on 15 May for the subject operation. lOne crashed the - *.
night of 13 May while ‘enroute from Nakhon Phanom. Of the 15 helos . .
 arriving at Ufapao, one (#784) did not participate in operations v
on 15 May (apparently due to mechanical problems); one (Knife-51)

was down, mechanical, until 0720G, 15 May; one (Knife-52) arrived

at Utapao at 0400G, 15 May, too late to participate in the first

wave; and one, (Jblly Green-44) arrive at Utapao on 15 May, time
unknown, but did not participate in the first or second wave.

Eleven USAF helos (6 HH-53, 5 CH-53) were, then, in the first wave.

(i The helos are, subsequently referredAto as K for Knife (CH-53)

and JG for Jolly Green (HH-53). The CH-53 model's primary mission

3

27~
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is cargo/troops lift. The HH-53 model's primary mission is normally
SAR. The HH-53 has a refueling eapability.

(S) Final briefings for the first wave were given cemmenCing at
0200 to 0230G, 15 May. Execution of the assault and recovery of
Mayaguez was received verbally from COMUSSAG/7AF at 0356/57G the
eleven helos departed Utapao between 0414/16G and 0423/25G (refer-
ence 1 and 13). ' The first three helos (HH-53) carried the Mayaguez
boarding party of 68 personnei; 59 persqnﬁelvfrom Co. D,.BLT 1/4,

6 MSC, 2 AF EOD,.and 1 USA 1inguisteb The remaining 8 helos (5 CH-53,
3 HH-53) carried 177 persomnel of BLT 2/9(-) plus 3 USA personnel

(linguist). As outlined,above, the plan was to insert the boarding
party on Holt (vie hoist) from the three HH-53 and,~simu1taneously;tzu

insert the assault force on Koh Tang Island, two helos to the Wests '

side LZs and six to the_East_side LZs. | e

II11.(S)Recovery of the Mayaguez.' The three HH-53 helos (JG-11, JG-172,

and JG-13) inserted on Holt between 0550G and 0624G. Holt, on "helou.

operations'" station at 0445G, was approximafely 12 miles northwest ,t:

of Koh Tang Island. - (Mayaguez was anchored about 1 mile North of tfhié E
island). Holt proceeded along51de Mayaguez and U.S. Marlnes boarded
~the ship at 0725G without resistance. A flight of USAF A-7D had

laid CBU-30 on Mayaguez at 0710/16G. The Mayaguez was declared se-
cure at 0822G. At 0950G, 38 USMC and 2 Us Navy Corpsman returﬁed to
the Holt from Mayaguez for possible insertion on Koh Tang Island. 19

USMC remained on Mayaguez. (CTU 79.9.2 160837Z May). The 38/2 USMC/Navy

were not subsequently inserted on Koh Tang. Holt had Mayaguez under

A
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tow'(for international waters) at 0958G (reference 13). Holt cast
off and began towing Mayaguez at 1020G (CTU 79.9.2 160837Z May).
"At 1005G, the Mayaguez crew was aboard U.S.S. Henry B. Wilson,
having been recoyered from a small Thai boat. (Note: Wilson
arrivea in the.area, 4 miles easf of Koh Tang Islaﬂd, at 0718G,

15 May (reference 13).) The Mayaguez crew was transferred to
Mayaguez by Wilson at 1300G. Holt cast off the towing rig and was
escorting Mayaguez at 1545G. At 1615G, Holt was dirééfed to join
Wilson (at Koh Tang) as soon as possible. At 1700G Mayaguez was
under her own power and Holt departed Mayaguez for Koh Tang Island
with an ETA of 1730G (reference 13 -and CTU 79.9.2 1608327 May). _:‘E':

IV.(U)Insertion/extraction, Koh Tang Island. Table 1 provides. for  ese.,

each helicopter, by call sign, the planned insertion on-Koh Tang,

the reconstruction in this paper of insertion times and LZs, the

number of troops inserted, WIA evacuated, and cumulative build up.

Table 1 also provides extraction data. Table 2 is an accounting ‘eesee’

'by numbér, from sources as indicated, of all pérsonneli(excluding:-jls
USAF except as noted) participating in the Koh Tang Island assault

or recovery of the Mayaguez. Figure‘1 is a time chart of USAF
helicopter events for the first wave; figure 2 is a time chart of
helicopters events for the second wave and the extraction.

(V) The times shown in table 1 and in figures 1 and 2 are developed

from the analysis in section V below. Uncertainties associated
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ASSAULT ON XOH TANG ISLAND (U) -
{All times local, Golf)

Nr. PAX on
Planned Reconstructed
departure i : 3 3 Nr. ¥IA on
UtBP&O (El' insareion insertion i!. evacu- Cumula-
cludes AF .. Ne. in-  ated to tive .-
Helo Call crew) . - Time Lz Time _LZ serted . Utapac build up Remarks
First wave :
£-21 20 0542 West 0600 West = 20 0 20 K-21 ditched, after insertior, about 0614,
’ . . 1 AF crew lost.
X-22 ’ 20 0542 West - - 0 0 20 Aborted. Forced landing on Thai coast
_ . . about 0737/50.
K-23 20 0542 = East 0600 East 20 . 0 40 X-23 shot down in LI, S AF crev also on
: . ’ . : }sland,
K-351 22 0542  East - - 0 -0 40 x-31 shot down at water edge near east L2;
of total 26 aboard, 13 rescued by Wilson
at sea, 0840-0933.
k-52 15 0542  East 0645/54 West 13 0 53 1 AP end 1 USMC WIA on helo. Returned to
. _Utapao. 1 USA did not off load. Hele
. down at Utapao. ’
JG-42 44 0542 East 0700/10 West 7 0 30 Helo down on return to Utapao.
JG-43 o3 0542  East 0700/10 West(s) 29 . 0 109 . Inserted about 1000 meters South of West
'
. ) . . L's. ae o
JG-41 : 27 0542 - East 0900 West 22 [] 131 Helo down on return to Utapao. U{suc&;s?iul
' - attempt about 1015 to off load regajdip
TOTAL 180 . 13 -0 131 S PAX and pick up 6 WIA. .
’ - aebss
Second ‘wave . .
® [ ]
JG-11 27 1015 - -1200 West 27 - 158 “nee
JG-12 X 26 1018 - 1200 West 26 1 183 . . .
) 13 sssaes
JG-43(42) 28 102§ - 1215/30 West 28 o 211 *
r-§1 18%  ie2s . 1218730 West 19 - 228 PAX on K-51 were originally on X-34 fiesf i
. . C . - e e - . . USA missed wovement) o s
. . . . - X . ve
K-52 27 1028 . - - Y
ToTAL o7 ‘ﬂfg' g_ _Z_ZS_ Aborted. Landed Thal coast esee
Total First e P . . L . M
& Second Wave 3o7d Fiyy ¥ ~ m . . AP
Bxtraction :
Number Off load Cumulative - o oo
) Time Zone extracted PAX to:  extracticn o 2.0 s
J6-43(42)" 1415 East [} Coral Sea 0 Attempt to extract K-23 personnel-UhSuccéssful
' JG-43(42) Teceived battle damage. To Coral
. . . Sea for repair )
JG-11 : 1810 East 20 Coral Sea 20 Passengers (20) plus 5 AF crew of K-23
K-51° . ! 1854 ° West 44 Coral Sea 64 _Coral Sea 10 NM southwest of island at 1813.
JG-43(42)* 1909 West s4 Coral Sea 118 S '
JG-44 1910 West 34 Holt 152
JG-44 . 1836 West: 40 Coral Ses 192 i
" K-51 . . ‘ 2010 West - 2% Coral Sea 221 1 KIA, 3 MIA, on island.

a . - ’
7G-43 on return to Utapao assumed call of JG 42. This helo, originally JG-43, is referred to JG-43(42) In this paper. (U)

bIhe 19 inserted from K-51 were initially on K-22, first wave. Number of participants is 307-19 = 288. (U)’ “

. . 6 :
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TABLE 2 (S)

NUMBERS OF PERSONNEL KOH TANG
ISLAND AND MAYAGUEZ BOARDING (U)

(Excludes USAF except as noted)

Number Personnel 3 ___Source

DECLASSIFIED

A. Nuzber launched from Utapao and rctul"ned Utapao‘ . '
without disembarking on Koh Tang Island 35 ‘Reference 19
Breakdown: -
1. ¥IA on hele (X- 32), st wave - did not 1 Ref, 1, Ref, 19, Ref. 20
disembark
2. Did not disembark from helo (X-32), 1 Reference 19
1st wave {1 USA personnel) .
3. On Ist wave (K-22) returned to Utapao, 1 . Reference 19
missed 2 wave (K-51)(1 USA personael) '
4. Helo (JG i!) lst wave, did nat insert s Reference 1, Reference 18
. all PAX - returned to Utapao R .
S$. Helo {K-52) aborted, Znd wave. Person~ 27 Calculeted from 35 total, minus 8 accounted for
nel returned to Utapao
B. Number inserted on Koh Tang Islaﬁd 231 Reference 19
Breakdown: . )
1. Medevac to Utapaos by helo ] Ref. 20, Ref. 1, (note: 2 WIA on K-22 aborc:=3
- 1st wave, returned to Kkoh Tamp
on K-51; not included in 6)
2. KIA on Koh Tang 1 '
3. MlA on Koh Tang 3 .
4, Evacuated by helo to Coral Sea/Holt 221 Calculated from 231 minus 10 accounted for
other means .s ®
B N L]
€. Bvacuation by helo from Koh Tang Island . . . . .
1., Number on board, Coral Sea 197 Coral Sea 1520052, 160608Z, § 1612292 \&y
2. Nuzber on Coral Sea not evacuated by 5 Coral Sea messages, Holt 1522232 May, sinid30n
helo (S survivors of K-31 transferred 15]5501 May
from Wilson) .
3. Number on Coral Sea count slso included -1
in Holt count
4, Errors in Coral Sez messages
3 personnel counted twice 3 * geseen
1 personnel c¢annot he identified 1 .
g. Nunber evacuated :y %gi\_o_ to Coral Seu 187
. Nunber evacuated by to liolt ‘ 34 Reference 1 and [olt 1522231 Ma:
7. Tg::}ﬂgx;x—l\ber .evacnated hy helo to Coral - 221 Agrees with Ref. 19, para B aba\)r'e.
: sbee
D. N;L:Ee:usz;snnnel in K-31 (crashed off shors; 2 Ref. 19. Ifi addition 4AF crew in K-§1 .
. L, . ssee
Number recovered, at sea by USS Wilson ‘lf],o ¥ilson 1515502 May. 3 AF crew also rﬁcm_re.rsl.
Nunbﬁ;ygm in £-31 10 12 Kaf-_ 20 . . : . :
usN 2z ‘ es o
E. Mayaguez Boarding Party (inserted on Holt) ) 68 -Ref. 14 and BLT 1/4.2414107 May
1. USMC, Co D, 1/4 personnel 59
2., AF EOD personnel 2.
3. MSC personnel 3
4, USA linguist 1
F. Evacuation from Koh Tanz'lsland by helo
Helo
JG-11 (To Coral Sea) 20 P1
M us 5 AF crew. Crew and PAX of K-23
X-51 (To Coral Sea) M Calculated from total minus other helo loads.
JG-43 (To Coral Ses) 5t R“ alsq mentioned in Ref, 3.
JG-44 (To Holt) 3 pes- 1
JG-44 (To Coral Sea) 16 Ref. 1
X-S1 (To Coral Sea) 2 Ref. 1
TOTAL 221

B
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with the times are discussed in section V. As discussed in Section
V, two helos (JG-42 and JG-43) may ﬁave inserted about 0630G instead,
of about 07006 és shown in table 1 and figure 1.

(S) From table 1, the build up on Koh Tang compared to the planned

build up as follows:

‘ Cumulative number on Planned (based on

Time Koh Tang (excluding . USSAG/7AF frag
(Golf) 5 AF crew of K-23) : 1416517 May)

0600 40 1802

0645/54 53 180

0700/10 ' 109 180

0900 : 131 _ 180

1015/45 | | 131 o 480P '
1200 183 , 480

1215/30 225 - 480

#Actual number in first wave. Frag called for 0542G insertion.(U) ,

bUp'to 12 helos planned for second wave. Assumes average of 25(U) sés,

per helo. ' , L _ .
FiI‘St WaVe . . . ) . . .o :.:

(S) From table 1 and figure 1, of 8 helos'inlthe first wave
as;ault on Koh Tdng, threé weré lost to enemy action, onebwas forced
to.land in Thailand (about 12-20N 102—10Ej. Three additional helos
éf the eight received battle damage_to‘the extent they were unable
vto participaﬁe in further operations for the day after their return
to Utapao. One.helo (JG-43) of the eight in the first wave assault

on Koh Tang was able to continue operations.

10
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(S) Of the total of 11 helos participating in the assault and
insertion on Holt, three were aVailable f0r the second wave;

JGfll; JG-12, énd JG-43 (as mentioned abbve).‘ JG-13 suffered

battle damage éfter insertion on Holt (just how is not known, during
a rescue éttempt of K-23 personnel about 0810). Of nine helbs
exposed.to enemy fire (includihg’JG—13),‘eight (89%) were either
lost or suffered damage to the eitent they were not available for
subsequent dperatioﬁs. Of the nine, two helos (JG-13 and K—ZZ)”
made forﬁed landings in Thailand while attempting to return to base

and three helos were lost.

(8) 0f the 180 personnel in the first wave, Koh Tang, 131 were

N L]
inserted over a 3 hour time span, in three locations. This com- ee e

pares to a planned insertion Qf 180 within'roughly 10 to 15 minute§;°"'
at two iocations. The breakdown of the 49 personnel (27% of the :°*°**°

first wave assault force) not inserted is: %
20 On K-22; aborted - forced landing :::::
Thailand coast. B R

22 On XK-31; crashed in wateT ‘

2 On K-32 (1 WIA in hover, 1 did not
disembark)v |

5 On JG-41; unsuccessful insertion
attempt following off 19ad of 22
earlier.

49
11
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(C) If a successful insertion is defined as one in which person-
nel are off loaded ahd an unsuccessful insertion as an attempt in
which personnel are not off 1oaded, there were 6 successful inser-
tions compared to 11 unsuccessful attempts'in the first wave.

Second Wave

(S) The second wave was7composed of 5 héloé; one frqm the first
wave assault on Koh Tang; two from‘fhe.insertion on the Holt; one
at.Utapao previously down with mechénica1 problems; one at Utapao .
that arrivéd on 15 May too late for the first wave. From figure
-2 and table l‘the five helos are estimated to have arrived in the

Koh Tang area between 1115G and 1155G with a total of 127 troops . .**.°

for insertion. Second wave insertion commenced about 1200G with ;-u-:
two helos (JG-11 and JG;12) inserting 53 troops in the western .‘":
zones. . | ‘ | ' :::..;
(S)  Shortly thereafter, about 1210G, three helos (JG-43(42), o
K-51, and K-52) attembted ﬁo insert in the east zones. (Notg: ::t::
JG-43 on return to Utépao from the first wave took the call sign O

of JG-42. This helo is referred to as. JG-43(42) in this repoft.)
Enemy fire caused the three helos to abort the run. K-52, (fol-
~lowing JG-43(42), and K-51), received damage (including a bullet
hole in a fuel tank); was losing fuel, and proceeded td return to
base via the Thailand coast. K-52 subsequently made a forced
landing near the location of X-22, down in Thailand from the first

wave. JG43(42) and K-51, after their aborted run to the east side,

12
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inserted 47 troops at an estimated time of 1215/30G, on the west
side. K-51 and JG-12 returned to Utapaoc via the Thai coast loca-
tion of the two downed aircraft: JG-11 and JG-43(42) remained in
the Koh Tang area.
(8) The second wave inserted an hour and 45 minutes aftef the
planned second wave insertion, and six hours affer the firsf
insertion at 0600G. Of the 127 troops embarked in.tﬁe second wave,
100 were off loaded. The 27 not inserted (Zl% of the second wave
assault force) were on K-52. The second wave insertion of 4 helos
took approximately 15 to 30 minutes. There were four successful
insertions and threé unsucessfﬁl attempts. In the second wave, 6 .. .
WIA were medivaced to Utapao (1 on JG-12 and 5 on KJSI). 0f the e
five helos in the second wave, four were able to participate iﬁ )

subsequent operations. : ‘ : . .

Extraction ' | . ' : .

(s) The first extraction attempt was about 1415G. At that time el

two helos were available at Koh Tang (JGF43(42)»and JG-11). This < 2
attempt to pick up crew and passeﬂgers of K—ZS, east side, was
unsuccessful and resulted in battle damage to JG-43(42). JG-43(42)
‘proceéded to the Coral Sea (abouf 90 miles away), escorted by JG-11.
After this attempt, Jd—ll was' the only USAF helo available in the area
until repair of JG-43(42) was completed at about 1700G. Three
additional helos (JG-12, K-51 and JG-44) arrived in the area from

Utapac between 1725 and 1800G, figure 2. Successful extraction

13
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began at 1810G with JG-11 extracting passengers and crew of K-23,
east side. Four more extractions of 172 personnel from the west
side followed between about 1854G and 1936G. See table 1. The
final extractioh of 2%9occurred at 2010/11G. As sunset was at 1822G,
the finai extraction was in total darkness and required 4 attémpts
prior to the successful pick ub.
(S) Of the five helos involved invthe'extractioﬁ, one (JG-43(42)
received battle damdge during the early attempt at about‘1415G

and one (JG-12) received battle damage when the actual extraction

began.' Two others (JG-11 and.K—Sl) were reported with major battle

damage at Utapao after the extraction (CINCPAC AF 1723407 May). s,
It is not cléar when the damage was received. As no damage was ::i::
reported as occurring to these two aircraft on the second wave, Teess
it is assumed the damage was feceived during extraction. It is ?"%
also possible, but not clear in.the reports, that JG-43(42) ,‘72’5
received some battle damage during the extraction in addition to ::",:
the damage received at 1415G. . :;E?

(u) Table 3 provides a summary of helo operations, 15 May.

V.(CPiscussion of USAF Helicopter Flight Profiles, 15 May. The

first wave helos (11 helos, 3 for Holt, 8 for Koh Tang) departed

Utapao between 0414G and 0425G (reference 1), in general agreement
with the time reported in reference 12 (0415G to 0423G). Planning
enroute time for one way flight, Utapao to Koh Tang, was 1 hr, 45
min. Straight line distance from Utapao to Koh Tang is 190.miles,

indicating'aﬁ air speed of 110 kts for an enroute time of 1 hr, 45

14
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< (S)TABLE 3

SUMMARY OF HELO ASSAULT OPERAYIONS (U)

30f 307 embarked on first and second wave, KohTang, one helo team of 19 was. embarked in both waves. (U) '

b

B

6 in first wave were medivac to Utapao by seXord dvaue
L ]
L]

ce XY}

-
[
2000 L X .

L LR A L X

o kIA, § MiASnom extracted. (U)
[ ) ) [ ] L ] o0

—

) 15 May
i
INSERTION
s’ RS ALY
| ‘ ‘ . # helos # helos receiving t heloes
Force Force Elapsed time # helos exposed to battle damage damaged
Operation embarked inserted‘ for insertion # helos lost eneny fire (including lost) to_exposed
‘Insertion on . : ) '
Holt 68 68 © 20 to 30 min. 3 0 1 1 100
First wave !
Koh Tang 1802 131 3 hr. 0 min, 8 3 8 7 88
Second wave . .
Koh Tang 1278 100 15 - 30 min, -5 0 _s 1 20
TOTAL 375 299 6 hr., 15-30 min. 16 3 14 9 64
' ‘ EXTRACTION
| from KohTang
' ' A ¥ helos _# helos feceiving $ helos
Force Force Elapsed time # helos exposed to battle damage damage
Operation embarked extracted for extraction # helos lost -enemy fire (including lost) to exposed
{ : .
Attempt at . . .
14156 < 0 - 2 0 2 1 50
Extraction
commencing . b
-18106G - 221 2 hr. 'S 0 S 3 60
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minutes. The distance is about 210 miles if the course followed is
eést along the Thailand coast to Ko Chang Island, then southwest

to Koh Tang. A speed of 120 kts is réquired for a 1 hr, 45 minuteé
enroute time. In any event all helos should have arrived Koh Tang
by or prior to 0610G (0425G + 1 hr, 45 min.). |

(v The following analysis of USAF helo events on‘15 May is

based mainly on feference i except where noted. ‘Table 4 presents
for the first wave helos a listing of events extracted from
reference 1. Table 4 also contains fiming of selected events by
helicopter as reported by the reference indicated. This section

analyzes the events and reported times to establish as nearly as  ee e

possible the timing of major events. Except where ﬁoted; it is. :::i
felt the time established are withiﬁ 5°to 10 minutes of the acthal.’"'.
times. :.'.':
Insertion on Holt : _ "“.E
(C) Reference 1 reports the insertion on Holt commenced at'OSSOG:::k
and was completed by 0624G. Reference 14 reports the Boarding :Ls.g

Force was embarked by 0615G. Reference 13 reports, at 0633G,
embafkation was complete and Holt closing Mayaguez at 25 kts. The
‘helos inserting on Holt (JG 11, 12, 13) were the first to depart
Utapao (about 0415G) and Holt was about 12 miles closer to Utapao
than Koh Tang (reference 13>states Holt on station 12 miles NW Koh
Tang Island at 04456).. Therefore insertion ﬁould have commenced

on Holt as early as OSSOG.. The Boarding Party .appears to have
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Helicopter
Call

K-21

K-22

LT

‘o

]

o8 O

.00 9 6-6-0-8-6. 6 0 8- —3-0-0 € 6 63 Q8

TABLE 4 (S)
SEQUENCE OF EVENTS (AND TIMES) BY HELICOPTER (U)

Told (by ABCCC) to insert on west side

Hit in hover over LZ {(west) ladF, USMC wquuded,'
Landed, off-loaded USMC persbndbt
Launched for Utapao ses o . LI
JG-12 escorted to Thai Coast‘%ﬁheno K~33-1an3ed5-- '
Landed Utapao. Aircraft down

First Wave
Time of Selected Events
Events (from Ref. 1) Event Time Reference
Insertion on Koh Tang Island : S (Golf)

Arrived LZ (west) ] Inserted LZ 0555 Ref. 5

Cambodians opened fire while off-loading ) (west): . 0600 Ref. 1

. Alrcraft hit, one engine out ) ) :

Took off Ditched:. : : 0614 Ref. 2

Ditched in water about three quarters of mile : 0614 Ref. 3 (K-21 may be in water)
off shore ) . : 0622 Ref. 4 .
About 15 seconds behind K-21 Arrived LZ: ) ) 0550 Ref. 6

Landed in LZ (west) : : 0600 Ref. 1
Took off (because of ground flre) without . '
off loading Departed Koh Tang for 0630 Ref. 3 (K-22 losing fuel)
Went back and laid suppressive fiTe for X- 21 Thailand coast: ! '
Went to location of K-21 ditching ,
Saw K-32 approaching location of K-21 ditching Landed Thailand coast 0750 Ref. 1
Made run to insert Marines : {about 12-20N, 102-10E) 0737 Ref. 2
Fired on, hit, locosing fuel . .

"Aborted Tun . :
Headed north : )
JG-11 and JG-12 followed
Landed on Thailand coast
Started Tun to land east side behind K-31 & K-23 Inserted LZ (west): 0653 Ref, 3 (Knife 32 f11ght enter-
Saw K-31 explode on beach : . . ing area)

. Saw K-21 coming out from west side _ ' 0654 Ref. 3 (Knife 32 off loaded 15)
Aborted run . . ' o 0654 Ref. 5
Watched K-21 ditch ’

Extracted 3 crew members of K-21 from water - Arrived Utapao from’ 0821 Ref. 12
Searched for 1 crew member of K-21 Koh Tang: - 0809 Ref. 21
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Helicopter

Call

K-31

K-23

8T

JG-41

[ -

.Aborted

I4
o

" .(8) TABLE 4 (CONT'D) (U) .~

First Wave

Events (from Ref. 1)

Insertion on Koh Tang Island

Crashed at waters edge east LI

Crashed on beach in»LZ,-gést side

On -final approach to LZ (east)

Saw Knife aircraft explode and another
leave island and ditch :

Tun

Refueled

Order (by ABCCC) to insert in west LZ

Made insertion attempt, received heavy fire
Aborted

“Held about 5 miles west while TacAlr sup-

pressed enemy fire
Made insertion attempt

Aborted
‘Made insertion attempt "% " .
Aborted ¢ . .

.
fSpectre called in and prov1ded::«si1p§ug.§s:1: V&
ire

Time of Selected Events

Event

Crash: 0600 to
prior
prior

Crash' (and inser-

tlon, east LZ)

Inserted 22 Marines:  after
after
about

Attempt to insert
S Marines, pick

up WIA.
* se e !
: ,: ...'
L L] L ] L
e L2

Time -

(Golf)

about 0610

0600
0610
0615
0630 .
0712
0749

0600
0605
0605

0605-0615
0636

0639
0655

0630
0830

0900
1010

1047

Ref.

Ref.
Ref.
Ref.
Ref.
Ref.
Ref.

Ref.
Ref.
Ref.

Ref.
Ref.

Ref.
Ref.

Ref.
Ref.

Ref.

Ref.

Ref.

Reference

ES NN RT-R ¥, N

1 (based on K-32
account)

7

5

13 (ABCCC directs SAR

flight to K-23)
9
1 (first insertion on’
East side)
3

: - @

5

10 (first spectre
time on target
at 0830)

8 i .

3 (JG-41 in bound,
medivac, spectré
providing cover)

3 (mortor fire caused
medivac depart LZ
prior pick up)
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61

Hellcopter
Call

JG- 41
(@oﬁt-’ d)

- JG-43 .

[ ] o0

vcevcogoco

Events (from Ref. 1)

. R
(S)TABLE 4 (CONT'D) (U)

Insertion on Koh Tang Island

Made insertion attempt, landed

0ff loaded 22 Marines (out of 27 aboard)
Took off with five Marines still aboard
Made insertion attempt to off load 5

Marines and pick up 6 WIA
Attempt not successful
Refueled

Returned to Utapao, aircraft down

"Arrived off Koh Tang Island at 0530

Refueled

Told by ABCCC two helos were down .
Went into southernmost LZ (West)

Off-loaded 28 Marines
Intense ground fire

Refueled and returned to Utapao.

Aircraft down.

Approach to western LZ

Intense ground fire
. Aborted

Made second run :

Made 2nd insertion attempt
Landed,
Returned to Utapao

off-loaded 29 Marines -

Assumed call sign of JG-42 for short

while

First Wave
Event
Inserted:
Insertion:
. '.f‘ .: f:. ...o-o’.o
[ 4 Ld [ ] [ ] L] LI ] -
. . e 0 [ ] [ ) [ ] e
i L ] oe ° e »
9 e esae L] o ee

Time of Selected Events

Time

(Golf)

0620
0630
0708

0615
0630
0635
0708

Reference

Ref, 22
Ref, 5

Ref. 3 (JG 41 inserting. Flight

of three; 41, 42,

(completed 0739)

Ref. 7
Ref. §
Ref. 11

43)

Ref. 3 (JG 41 inserting. Flight

of three; 41, 42,

43)
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L N ' (S)TABLE 4’ (CONT'D) (U)

First Wave

¢
t
t

Time of Selected Events

Helicopter

Call ' Events (from Ref. 1)

Insertion of Boarding Party
on Holt

Off loaded Mallnes to Holt

[
«©
[}
i
[
L]

[ e Directed to escort K-22 to Thailand malnland
| e Picked up 22 Marines form K-22 (on Thai coast)
' and returned to Utapao '
JG-12 e Flew to USS Holt with JG-l1 and JG-13
! e Discharged passengers (27 Marines) at 0550G
! ¢ Directed to remain in area for SAR
: e Refueled
: ¢ Directed rendezvous W1th K-22 and K-32 :
: & Escorted K-32 to Thal coast where K-22 had landed
! ¢ K-32 continued to Utapao
} o JG-12 stayed with JG-11 while JG-11 picked up
; Marines from K-22
E e Continued to Utapao
| ‘
JG-13 e Events not available after insertion on Holt.
t

Returned to Utapao via Thai coast.
activity noted.

. No other
Aircraft down at Utapao

thereafter

Event Time Reference .
(Golf)
Insertion on Holt 0550 - 0624 " Ref. 1
Completed by 0615 Ref. 14
Insertion on Holt 0550 - 0624 Ref.
: " Completed by 0615 Ref, 14
Insertion on Holt 0550 -0624 Ref. 1
Completed by 0615 Ref, 14
R%scue attemgt QBlQ«or'shortly TFW 386 . -
K 23 Fl (. ISlsosozAM&yl
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been embarked on Holt betweeﬁ 0615G and 0624G and Holt enroute to

Mayaguez by about 06306G.

Insertion on Koh Tang, First Wave

(S)  USSAG 141651Z May, fragged all first wave helos to insert on
Koh Tang at 0542G. From CTG 79.9 conversation, LZ 1 and 2 (north
to south) were designated on the western side of the Island, and

LZ 3 thru 8 (north to south) on the eastern side. K-21 and K-22
were to land in LZ 1 and 2; K-Sl, K-23, K-32, JG—42) JG—42 and JG-43
on the eastern side. From reference 1, K-32 followed K-31 and K;?S.
~Also from reference 1,.it appears JG—41, JG-42 and JG-43 were, in

that order, to follow closely behind K-31, K-23, and K-32.

K-21 . ' ’ ._'-o.o.

(S) K-21 reports (reference 1) that he arrived at the LZ (weét) :,,“°
at 0600G. Reference 1 also feports first insertion on west side '5,":.
at 0600G. Reference 4 reports first GSF beach insertion as 0608G “';E

(which could have been either K-21 or k—23 discussed below). K-21 +***%

Tese

also reports that shortly after off loading he was forced to dltch .o

about three quarters of a mile off shore Koh Tang Island. References
2 and 3 place the time of ditching at 0614G. Reference 4 indicates
the time of K-21 ditching at 0622G although it is not clear that

the time 0622G refers to the time of ditching or some other event
_such-as_time it was reported to USSAG HQ. |

() Based on reference 1, the elapsed time from take off at Utapao

to Koh Tang, and the reported ditching at 0614G, it appears K-21

21

v—q?

tad g Se 2l X))
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was in the LZ at about 0600/05G. It also appears this was the
‘first insertion on Koh Tang Island (note: K-23 probably inserted
at approximately the same time as discussed below.

K-22

(S) K-22 was with K-21 and landed in the LZ (west) Verf shortly
after K-21 laﬁded (15 sec.behind; referen;e 1. Because‘of ground
fire, K-22 took off.without disembarking the troocps aboard, went
té the scene of K-21 ditching,.;eturned to the LZ, and attémpfed
another run; At this point K-22 was hit, began loosing fuél and
headed north for Thailand, with froops still aboard. Reference 1

reports landing on the Thailand cost at 0750G while reference 2
states 0737G. The approximate location of the landing was 12-20N,%..°.°

102-10E, about 135 miles from Koh Tang. At a speed of 120 kts,

'K-22 departed Koh Tang between 0629G and 0642G. Reference 3 Te- Seeete

ports at 0630G that K-22 was losing fuel. An 0630G departure by ees

K-22 from Koh Tang results in about 15 minutes for K-22 to be at

the scene of the K-21 ditching (about 0614G) and return for his | e ses

second run to- the LZ.

(S) A 0630G departure (or shortly thereafter) from Koh Tang is

also compatible with the XK-22 statement in reference 1 that JG-11
and JG-12 followed about 10 min. behind. JG-11 and 12 completed

their insertionyqn Holt about 0610/15G and then, JG-12 states,

he refueled pribr to being designated to escort K-22 (and K-32).

This would place JG-12 departure from Koh Tang area after 0630G,
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behind K-22, but apparently in company with K-32.

K-31

(S) K;Sl was leading K-23 énd K-32 into thé eastern LZs. K-32
states, referenée 1, he saw K-31 explode and then saw K-21 coming
out from the western LZ, placing the hits and subsequent losslof
K-31 befween 0600G and about 06106. JG-41 also reports that on
first approach to LZ (east), he saw a Knife aircraft explode and
another leave island and ditch. Karen (fiight of 3 A-7D, reférence
21) reports he wasrdirected by Cricket at 0605G to assume (from
Dennis 2) on scene SAR commander. Karen also reports he.had.con-'

tact with K-23 and XK-31 but time of contact is not stated. Karen _

does state he strafed the beach (0615-0715) in support of the K-ZS:“

o @

personnel. MCCC chronology shows helo status as of 0605G as 1 hele®*®’,

downed in water burnihg, (apparently K-31), and one helo downed . e
in LZ, not flyable, (apparently K-23), wi;h one USAF WIA. It ves S

appears then that K-31 was shot down (at waters edge, just short oo,
of the east LZ) at 0600G ér a couple of minutes thereafter. It is
not known where the reported 0712G time of reference 2 stems from. e
It is possible the time was meant to be‘stated as 0612G. The
apparent time of loss of K-31 in reference 4 of 0749G may be refer-
ring to time of confirmation or some_éimilar event to USSAG HQ.

Reference 4 does not make clear what the times listed under "helo

losses" refer to.
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(8) K-23.landed in LZ (east) but béttle damage prevented take
-off. Reference 7, 5, and 9 all indicate time in LZ was about 0600G
or close thereto, as does MCCC chronology as stated above. Dennis

2 (1 A-7D) Oprep-4 (388 TFW 150515Z May), states he was directed
by Cricket to assume on scene commander for downed K-23 from |
Spectre 61 at 0600G. However, reference 1 states first insertion

on east side-Koh Tang Island was at 06366 (delayéd due to ground
fire) K-23 was the first and only insertion on the east side.
Reference 4 indicates time of K-23 loss as 0639G (but note comment:
on reference 4 above) and reference 2 states loss as 065$G. It is

possible'therefore that K-23 made the first attempt with K-31, os o

aborted and was shot down on a subsequent attempt after 0630G. The,,

evidence however indicates K-23 was in the LZ (east)at about the °***°

same time, or shortly after, K-31 was hit and downed, i.e., about =«

0600G or a few minutes thereafter. | Tee-
k-32 | | | et
(S) K-32, followed K-31 and K-23 on the first insertion attempta;:E

to the east LZ at about 0600G, saw K-31 explode, aborted his run

‘and proceeded to the scene of K-21 ditching. There K-32 extracted
three AF crew of K-21 from the water and searched for a missing
fourth crewman. How long K-32 searched is not stated in reference
1. After searching, Cricket directed K-32 to insert on the west

side. While in the LZ or hovering over it, K-32 took hits resulting
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in 2 WIA (1AF, 1 USMC). After off-loading, K-32 proceeded to
Utapao at maximum speed (2 WIA aboard) via the location of K-22's
forced landing on the Thailand coast. JG~12‘(reference 1) states
he escorted K-32 as far as K-22 location on the Thailand coast from
where K-32 went on to Utapao unescorted. Considering the time of
K-21 ditching (abou£'0614G), that K-32 arrived on scene after

that, picked up three personnel and searched for a fourth, K-32
insertion in LZ (west) must have been after 0630G. Reference 3
indicates 0654G, as dces reference 5 (perhaps based on reference |
FS)O Reference 12 states the first helo returned (with WIA) to

Utapao at 0821G (this had to be K-32). Reference 21 states K-32.

arrived Utapao at 0809G. K-32's route to Utapao was about 210 mileifgt.
. .. L]

A speed of 150 kts (about maximum cruise); translates into a KIYTS

L -
®0as

1 hr and 24 min enroute time. Subtracting the enroute time from

reported arrival times results in an insertion time between 0045

and 0657G, close to agreement with reference 3 and 5.

:IG_41 ’ ‘ - .unto.
(S) JG-41 was on his final approach to LZ (east) when he saw '..’E

K-31 explode (0600G) and XK-21 ditch (0614G). He aborted, refueled,
and made an attempt to .insert cn the west side. This run was also
aborted. 'JG-41 then held:in orbit while TacAir supﬁréssed enemy
fire. The first TacAir attack that could have been on the west
side was by Hiteét (4 F-4Ds), reported at 0810G (see TacAir paper).

JG-41 then made two attempts to insert and aborted both. attempts.
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Spectre 61 was called in. Spectre 61 first time on target was OSSdG.
(see TacAirpéper). JG-41 then made an insertion attempt and off-
loaded 22 of 27 Marines aboard prior to being driven off. Reference
8 puts the time of this insertion at about 0900G which is compafible
wifh the Spectre attack coming at 0830G.

(C) - JG-41 made another attempt to insert the 5 remaining Marines
and evacuate WIA on the beach. Although not mentioned in reference
1, this attempt apparently followed another Spectre attack commenc-
ing at 0940G (seeTﬁcAirpépér} Reference 3 indicates JG-41 in-bound
for medivac from Koh Tangrlsland at 1010G with Spectre cover. This

attempt was also unsuccessful.

() JG-41 then refueled and returned to Utapao. Providing a few:”:':
minutes for the last attempt at about 1010G (JG-41 reported he got,****,

to the LZ and indicates he actually touched down) and some 15 R

minutes to refuel, indicates JG-41 departed for Utapao after 1030G:

JG-42 ' e

(S) JG-42, apparently with JG-41 and 43 on the first approach, Teees’

at or shortly after 0600G, does not mention a first aborted TuUn to es

the east LZ (when ¥-31 shot down). JG-42 does state he refueled.
after érriving at the island which agrees with JG-41 report of
refueling5 It should be noted that JG-12 and possibly JG-11 and

13 were also apparently refueling at about this time. (Up to six
helicopters (JG-11, 12, 13, 41, 42 and 43) could have been refueling

between 0610 and abont 0645G). Reference 5 and Utapao Command Post
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1508002 May (Oprep-4, JG-42) indicate JG-42 inserted at 0620/30G.
Reference 3 indicates JGeil, flight of three, 41, 42, 43, inserting
at 0708G. JG-42 states he inserted in the éouthern most LZ, which
would be LZ 2. 'JG-43, as discussed below, inserted about 1000 meters
south of the planned LZs on the western side. This ieaves LZ 1

for JG-41 if the‘threebmade their insertion attempt at about:the

same time. LZ 1 could well have been the hottest, driving of JG-41.
JG-43

(S) JG-43 states he made an épproach to thé EEEEEXB LZ, aborted,

made a second attempt which was successful, off-loaded 29 Marines’

and returned to Utapao. This:insertion was 1000 meters south of

LZil and 2 on the western‘side (reference 85. Also JG-43 dces hot.-ng
mention refueling. it would seem, however, that JG-43 did refuel‘.x:::

at least once and perhaps twice as JG-42 did. Reference 11 indi-

g b4
semnsse

cates insertion at 0635G; reference 3 at or about 0708G; reference*

7 at 0615G. - | o X

Insertion Times of JG-42 and 43 , ‘ vous'

(S) The conflicting reports of the insertion times 6f JG-42 and + .+ .
JG-43 warrant further analysis. JG-41, JG-42 and JG-43 all étate

they departed Utapao at 0420/25G. JG-42 states he arrived off Koh-
Tang at 0530G; JG-41 and JG-42 do not state an arrival fime. An
average speed of 163 kts is reqqired over 190 miles, the shortest
distance for JG-42 to have arrived at Koh Tang Island at 0530G.

This speed seems unreasonable. It is therefore believed that
27
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- JG-42, as well as JG-41 and 43 arrived off Koh Tang around 06000
(about 1 hr and 40 min. after launch from Utapao, as planned).

(S) The following discusses JG-42 and JG-43 insertion times.

is felt that following events with associated times are approximately

correct as shown earlier for the helicopters indicated.

K-21:

K-22:

K-31:
K-23:
K-32:

JG-41%

at 0600G in L7, ditched about 0614G,
inserted 20 personnel, West side.
aborted, enroute Thailand about 0630G.
No insertion.

shot down at. water's edge, east LZ,

0600G or Shbrtly thereafter. No insertion.

In east LZ, not flyable, about 0600/05G.

20 personnel inserted (plus 5 AF crew).
Inserted 13 personnel (15 pax aboard),
west LZ, aftef 0630G.

Inserted 22 personnel, west Lz; about

0900G.

(0) Using these events as a starting point, JG-42 and JG-43

insertion times are analyzed as follows.

- (C) Although voice reports of the early action (first two to

three hours) were confusing and sometimes misleading, reference

3 indicates JG-41, 42 and 43 were inserting at 0708G. A HQ

Marine Corps Command Center (MCCC) working paper chronology notes

a report that at 0655G two helos were in orbit waiting to land
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and discharge and- that af'0705G, these two helos‘did iand. If
JG-42 and JG-43 had inserted about 0630G, only 1 helo (JG-41) would
have been available to insert troops at 0700G. The working paper
also reports that at 0655G approximately 100 -USMC were on Koh Tang
Island 'and at 0705G about 150 USMC now on deck. This is contra-
dicted by USSAG 1514507 May which states ‘that at 0657G reports from
the LZs confirm 54 GSF personnel on the ground. The 100 USMC on _'
Koh Tang at 0655G could have been attained if JG-42 and 43 had .

inserted at about 0630G as follows:

: : Approximate Cumulative
Helicopter ‘Time(G) Build up
K-21 0600 _ '20 .
K-23 o 0600 | a0 ]
JG-42/43 . 0630 - 96
K-32 . 0645754 100 :

but if that build up is correct, the 150 ﬁSMC on deck at 07056 is
in error, as there would have been only 1 helo,vJG~41; left to
insert and he inserted about 0900G. So either the report that *
two helos were inserting at about 0700G is in error or the 100
USMC count at 0655G is in error. |

(S) USSAG 151450G states a conflrmed Teport that 54 -GSF on
ground at 0657G. 54 GSF on the grounds at 0657G more readily flts

the build up ashore as follows:
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Cumulative

Helicopter : Time (G) Build up
K-21 o 0600 . 20
K-23 - | 0600 | 40

K-32 0645/54 53

than any other insertion time scheme. That is, JG-42 and JG-43
inserting about 0700/10G, in accordance with refereﬁce 3. The
working paper chronology of the MCCC report of two helos in orbit.
and inserting at 0705G also fits this time scheme.

(S) If it is aésumed that JG-41, JG-42, and JG-43 were together

on their approach and maintained their flight integrity,vthen the

JG-41 account of reference 1 is revelant to all three helos until ¢

the time when JG-42 and JG-43 inserted. From reference 1, JG-41 H

states he was on final approach to Koh Tang when he saw one Knife o e

aircraft explode and another leave the island'and ditch (placing eese =

the time about 0610/14G). JG-41 aborted because of intense ground eese,

fire and refueled. He was then told by Cricket to insert on the . ese
. . [ 4 L]

west side and aborted this attempt. The sequence of events places '
this JG-41 first attempt to the Wesf side after>0630G. TheAJG"41
account and the assumption that JG-42 and JG-43 were with JG-41
(JG-42.reports refueling after arriving at the island énd priof 

to his actual insertion; JG-43 does not mention a refueling at any

time) fit the report of reference 3 that JG-41 flight was inserting
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at 0708G, and accounts for the two helos (JG-42 and JG-43) reported
"to have diScﬁarged in the LZ at O70%G. It is therefore concluded
that-JG-42 and JG-43 inserted about‘k700/1OG (west LZ) and at
approximately the same time JG-41 aborted a run‘to the west LZ.

On the other hand it cannot Be ru1ed out that JG-42 and JG-43
inserted prior to 0700G, about 0630G. -

JG-11 and JG-12

() JG-11, 12 and 13 inserted the Boarding Party on to Holt as
discussed above. JG-11 and 12 then escorted K-32 to the Thai
coast, following behind K-22. JG-11 and 12 then picked up the

passengers and crew of K-22 and were enroute to Utapao when directed

to return the crew to K-22. K-22 states (reference 1) the crew was s ¢

back with K-22 at about 0900G. JG-11 and 12 should therefore haves

arrived at Utapao about 0940G (Utapao about 75 miles from the Te- o o

ported location of .K-22). JG-11 and 12 then participated in the Cewe

second wave. : ' T : ' oo,
JG*ls . : X :o::q
(S) An account of JG-13 is not available in reference 1. Refer-°" °*

ence 1 does state that JG-13 proceeded from Utapao to.Holt to Thai-
land to Utapao, and that JG-13 was damaged‘on return to Utapao. |
Reference 15 reports JG-13 had "30-35 holes". CincPacAF 1723402
May reports JG-13 landed at Raydng, Thailand with battle damage.
Repairs made at Rayong and helo flown to Utapao. USSAG 1501012z |
(sitrep 038 as of 150040Z) repofts latest information indicated 18

survivors picked up from helo that crashed at sea in vicinity of
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LZ and that rescué helicopterithen reported to have crashed. From
the apparent battle damage JG-13 sustained, it is surmised that JG-13
attempted, after insertion on Holt, to rescue K-31 personnel,
received battle damage in an unsuccessful attempt, and proceeded to
return to base, making a forced landing at Rayong, Thailand (10 to

15 miles from Utapao). Rotor (3 A-7D) Oprep-4 states,JGJIS did make
a rescue attempt of K;ZS personnel, shortly afterv081OG, and received
battle damage. | ‘ 

ASSAULT ON KOH TANG ISLAND, SECOND WAVE .

(S) Five helicopters participatéd in the second wave, JG-11,
JG-12, K-51, K-52 and JG-43(42). JG-43 on returning to Utapao from -
the first wave assumed‘the call sign of JG-42. SuBsequent mention:

of the helicopter is referred to in this analysis as JG-43(42). ALICH

It should be noted that of the inifial~eight helos inserting on cose

Koh Tang, JG-43(42) was the only helo of the eight capable of $o0e
continuing operations. ' ' r--f
(€) Reference 12 states first two helos relaunched (second wave) ‘e

LA RN )

from Utapao at 0933G, second two at 0959G and a fifth helo launchefl,..*

at 1011G. . o ' S
K-52
- (8) K-52 states he departed Utapao at 0930G (one of the two helos

departing at 0933@,'reference 12} and arrived ét Koh Tang at 1130G.
At Koh Tang K-52 held in orbit north of the island. At 1208G Cricket
directede-SZ (and JG-43(42) and K-51) to insert on the east LZ.

K-51 was behind K-52 and JG-43(42). Ground fire caused K-52 to

abort the run - loosing fuel; K-52 headed for Utapao via the Thaif

land coast.  K-51 joined K-52 after inserting in the west LZ and
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and JG-12 also joined after inserting in west LZ. K-52 proceeded
to Thailand coast near K-22 location and made a forced landing.

JG~12 transferred PAX from K-52 to Utapao.

JG-43(42)
(S) JG-43(42) does not give a time of return to Utapao from Koh
Tang on the first wave., 'If he departed Koh Tang about 0730G, as

reconstructed in the first wave insertion above, he could have
arrived at Utapao (via the Thailand éoast route {210 miles) at a
speed of 150 sz) at about 0855G. By process of eliminafion JG-
43(42) is the only helo that élso could have launched at 0933G
(reference 12) in addition to K-52 (see discussion of K-51, JG-ll;

and JG-12 below). An arrival at Utapao at about 0855G provides 30  ee o

- to 35 minutes for tufn_around to relaunch on the second wave. w;::;
JG-43(42) would then have arri&éd»in the Koh Tang area about 1130G:."'.
with K-52 and held in orbit. An insertion attempt was made shortlf.'*:
after 1208G, to the eastlside with K-51 and K-52. This run was .::35

‘,aborted. "JG-43(42) then inserted on the west side followed.by :-n-:

"K-51. The insertion on the west side occurred after 1208G, refer-s, %3
ence 3 indicates insertion prior to 1233G. Based on the above, it
appears insertion was between 1215G and 1230G. JG-43(42), after
insertion, refueled and remained in the area for SAR duties.

(S) K-51 was a down aircraft at Utapao until 150720G. X-51

initially launched from Utapao to assist K-22 returning from the
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first wave, was diverted to Koh Tang, and again diverted back to
Utapao when about three quarters of the way to Koh Tang. Three
quarters'of the way to Koh Tang and back to Utapao is about 300
.miles, placing K-51 returh to Utapao about 0920G to 0950G. K-51
.departed Utapao on the se;ond wave at 1010G, the fifth aircraft

to launch (reference 12). Af Koh Tang, K-51 joined K-52 and JG-43
(42) about 1155 or 12006 (based on a 1 hr. 45 min. enroute time).
K-51 aoortéd first insertion attempt (with K-52, JG 43(42)) to the»
east side,then followed JG-43(42) into the west LZ. Time of
insertion was about 1215/30G as discussed under JG-43(42). While
in the LZ, X-51 picked up 5 WIA Marines. K-51 joined with K-52

and JG-12, proceeded to the Thailand coast, then ""as quick as

EX )
L]
L] L]
LAl 9

possible' to Utapao. Estimated time of arrival at Utapao is 1355G/,***,

1400G, based on an estimated 12306 departure from Koh Tang and‘use.

of maximum cruise of 150 kts.

JG-11 and JG-12

(8) JG-11 and 12 returned to Utapao about 0940G from the first
wave insertion on Holt (see JG-11/12 discussion under first wave)

Reference 12 states 2 helos departed for the second wave at 0959G.

. [
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-

JG-12 states he was back at Koh Tang on the second wave at approxi-

mately 1130G. These times. provide approximately 20 -min. for JG-11
and 12 to turn around at Utapao for the second wave and 1 hr. and
30 min. enroute time to Koh Tang, equivalent to about a 140 kt

cruise speed. (The estimated time of arrival at Utapao is based
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on a K-22 statement - an error of 10 minutes would result in a 30
min. turn around time for JG-11/12). JG-11 and 12 were directed to
insert on the west side. Refere e 17 indicates insertion was at

arked 1 WIA Marine, then escorted

1200G. While in the LZ, JG-12 e
K-52 to Thailand, loaded K-52 P ﬁ -after X-52 made a forced landing,

;grrlval at Utapao was 14406G. JG-11,

5 (

and reLurned to Utapao; time of
after insertion, refueled and. remained in .the Koh Tan0 area.
EXTRACTION FROM KOH TANG ISLAND

(c) The first extraction attempt (unsuccessful) was at about
]415G The attempt was to extract the passengcrs and crew (25
personnel) of K-23 from the east LZ. At that time two helos were

in the Koh Tang area, JG-11 and JG-43(42). The successful extrac—g': .

tion attempts began about 1800G. At that time 5 USAF helcs were ,°*°°°,

in the Koh Tang area; JG-11, JG-12, JG:43(42), K-51 and JG-44. In

addition 2 Navy SH-3 helos were launched at 1610G from Coral Sea .
to assist,ibut they did not make an extraction. ..;?
JG-43(42) | | |

() JG-43(42) remained in the area aftef the secohd wave insertiom”
'JG-43(42) states that at l4iSG they wefe directed to extract GSF
(passengers and crew of K-Z3 in Pasf LZ). They were covered by
JG-11 who had also remained in the area after the second wave in-
sertion. JG-43(42) received battle damage during this attempt,

lost one engine, and progeeded to the Coral Sea (at 1415G about

90 miles from Koh Tang (CTG 77 150856Z)), escorted by JG-11.

A
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JG-43(42) and JG-11 arrived Coral Sea at 15306 (CTF 77 150840Z May).
JG-43(42) damage was repéired and he launched from Coral Sea about
1710G (CTF 77 1509577 May) for Koh Tang Island. At that time
Coral Sea was about 25 to 30 miles from Koh Tang (CTF 77 150957Z
May). JG-43(42) was thé third helo to ektract personnel from.the
Island (the second on the west side). JG-43(42) picked up 54
(reference 1) personnel from west LZ'at 1909G (reférence 3) -and
“transferred them to the Coral Sea.

JG-11

(S} JG-11 departed Coral Sea at 1610G (CTF 77 1509147 May) in
company with 2 SE~3G, for Koh:Tang Islénd. JG-11. states he,
JG443(42], and JG-12 "worked area" fofiapproximately 90 minutes
under control of Nail 68 (an OV-10) and was finally able to pick
up K-23‘crew and GSF (reference 16). . Reference 1 states this
extraction was at -1815G. Refereﬁce 3 indicates between 1808 and -
1812G. Reference 3 also indicates JGfli‘on deck Coral Sea, about
10 miles.from Koh Tang, at 1827G. Referénce 1 reports 25 extracted.
CfF 77 1511407 reports JG-11 on board Coral Sea at 1828G, debarked
5 AF and 20 USMC. JG-11 refueled and departed Coral Sea at 1845G
(CTF 77 1511487 May). | |

(8) JG-12 arrived Utapao from the second wave at 1440G. They
departed Utapao for Coral Sea at 1545G with 14 AF passengers (a

relief flight crew and maintenance personnel). 'JG-12 arrived at
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Coral Sea at 1725G and'depafted for Koh Tang at 1735G, after dis-
embarking péssengers (CTF 77 151040Z May). JG-12 states that
after Tac Air strikes, he hovered over K-23 for approximately 2
minutes to determine if survivors were aboard (after JG-11 picked
up K-23 crew and GSE). They were coveréd by K-51 and a boat from
Wilson. At this point JG-12 was hit; reference 3 indicafes the
time as 1822G. JG-12 proceeded to Coral Sea arriving at 1904G

'(reference 3) where the aircraft was'down.

K-51

(S) K-51 estimated time of arrival at Utapao from the second-
wave 1is about 1400G, K-51 was &own with hydraulic prcbléms on
arrival. After repair, K-51 launched with fuel and other items
for K—SZ, down on the Thai coast, then proceeded to Koh Tang Is.
Reference 3 indicates K-51 had deﬁartéd Utapao prior to 1605G and
was expected to be in orbit off Koh Tang Is; at 1755G. At Koh
Tang, K-51 extracted 44 persdnnel from west LZ about 1854G (refer-
ence 3); the first extraction from the west side. The pefsonnel
were transferred to Coral Sea and K-51 returned to Koh Tang for
the last extraction of 29 personhel. Reference 3 in&icates the
last extréction was at 2010 or 2011G. Reference Z reports extrac-

tion completed at 2020G. Reference 4 also reports extraction com-

pleted at approximately 2020G.
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JG-44

(S) JG-44 did not participate in the first or second wave.
Reference 1 states JG-44 initial a}rivai at Utapao was on 15 May
but does not provide a time. JG-44 launched from Utapao at 1615G
for Coral Sea. Enroute they were divertedAto Koh-Tang and joined
with JG-43(42). An enroute time of 1 hr. 45'min. indicates arrival
at Koh Tang about 1800G. At Koh Tang, JG-44 followed JG-43(42)
into the west LZ, picked up 34 personnel and delivered them to-ths
Holt. As JG-43(42) extraction was about 1909G, JG-44 extraction -
must have been about 1909G or 1910G. After delivery to the Holt,
JG-44 returned to Koh Tang and extracted 40 personnél from the west
LZ. ‘Reference 3 indicates the time was about 1936G. The 40 were |
delivered to the CoralfSea. Reference 1 then states JG-44 returned

to the island, extraction was completed however, and he was directed

to join JG-43(42) and return to Utapao.
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