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istLd. Rohert E. Lee, ist Bn., was

awarded the Legion of Merit, while
istlt. Rob >£t E. King, 3rd Bn., and
Bgt. Githert C. Luiz, ist Bn., received
the Bronze otar Medal with (ombat

Lee, then a second lieutenant was
serving as the officer-in-charge of the
Marine Security Detachment from
“B” Co., 1st Bn., 4th Marines, 3rd
MarDiv., from Apr‘il 3-7, 1%75. While
°"pned the mission of securing

S (Military  Sealift Command
Ship) "’tsmeo Contender during
Jperation “Frequent Wind,” Lee
stood boldly in view of the armed
refugees . .. and though fired upon

began directing his men in
disezrmmg and assisting the
refugees,”’

King, alse a second lieutenant at the
time, was serving as 2nd Provisional
Platoon commander, “E” Company,
2nd Bn., 9th Marines, 3rd MarDiv.,
during the recovery of the S§
Mayaguez on May 15, 1975,

He was cited for his ‘*‘heroic
achievement™ when his platoon
formed a linkup with isolated com-
mand groups and captured several
individual and crew served weapons

in the process.

Tired of standing in those endless

check cashing Ii on nayday?

There is an easy, pa inless solution
to these problemis - have your
paycheek deposiied through the
Check-to-Baok P ropram,

This is accomplished by sending a
Marine’s check directly to his/ her
savings or checking account in a U.8.
Treasurey approved finencial in-
stitution.

To become a member of the
program, a Marine 5t complete
Form DD 1860 ave at the local
disbursing office. After the form has

Sgt. Lutz, was a machine gun squa
leader with the 1st Platoon, “G
Company, 2nd Bn., 8th Marines, 31
MarDiv., during the recovery of th
Maya; fuez

. While assigned to a patrol .

(he) ‘was severly wounded. Refusir
evacuation and coempletel
disregarding his own welfare, ¥
constantly exposed himself to enen
fice . . . and, by his accurate fire, wi
mstrumemal in the suppression of t!
enemy ...”’

program receives an IBM cal
.,tai‘ingz, how much was demsited

his / her_acecount. The card also le
the Marine know if there are any pi
discrepancies.

Ouidy regular pay is sent to the ba
under the Check-to-Bank progra
Per diem, TAD and other such pay
still payed to the Marine directly.

There are no exira charges to t
Mearine from the bank the check
sent to,

Unlike the allotment program
Marine’s complete paychack must
gent to the bank.

Only Man‘wm with stable accoul

LA RIS l‘i",,.. N
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Don’t Confuse the Irish

The proliferation of initials to desig-
nate military and paramilitary organiza-
tions in Ulster is confusing. Through a
slip of the pen, Colonel Norman L.
Dodd’s article, ““The Corporals’ War:
Internal Security Operations in Northemn
Ireland,” in the July 1976 edition of
Military Review refers to the Ulster De-
fence Force (UDF) when he means the
Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR). The
UDR is a regiment of 11 battalions of
mainly part-time local volunteers com-
manded by the British General Officer
Commanding (GOC) Northern Ireland. It
should not be confused with the para-
military Ulster Defence Association
(UDA) or the paramilitary and recently
ilegal Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF),

COL A. T. P. Millen, British Army

Soldier Material, 1976

I have read and seen much in recent
years to worry me about the US Army
today and its reliability as the bulwark of
our nation's security.

However, perhaps the most encour-
aging thing [ have read was the article
“The American Volunteer Soldier: Will
He Fight?: A Provisional Attitudinal
Analysis’’ by Colonel Charles W. Brown
and Professor Charles C. Moskos Jr. (Mili-
tary Review, June 1976).

As a military historian, I was partic-
ularly struck by the Brown-Moskos ob-
servation ‘“‘that American soldiers must
know the ‘why’ of their military service if
they are to give maximum performance.”
Let me recall also to you Baron von
Steuben’s letter to a military friend in
Prussia after his experience in training
American soldiers:

The genius of this nation is not in the
least to be compared to that of the
Prussians, Austrians or French. You say
to your soldier, ‘Do this’ and he does it;
but I am obliged to say, ‘This is the

2

'READER FORUM

reason why you ought to do that’; and
then he does it.

Brown and Moskos suggest by impli-
cation, then, that we have the same basic
material for American soldiers as we did
in 1778 and through 1945. It is a happy,
encouraging thought.

COL T. N. Dupuy, USA, Ret

The Thinking Russian

Do we behold a chink in the concrete
wall of our perception of the Soviet
threat?

After endless briefings on the “threat”
based on World War II history, it is a
welcome relief to read Lieutenant Colo-
nel George F. Steger’s article, “A Dilem-
ma in Studying Soviet Tactics,” in the
June 1976 Military Review. If Steger is
asking the right questions, he may well be
forcing us to the assumption that the
Soviet is indeed capable of thinking on
his feet.

Congratulations on a provocative arti-
cle! Chinks in walls usually mean more
light on the subject!

LTC John W. Burbery Jr., USA

No Small Decision

The US Army basically has a world-
wide objective of defending the United
States, its Allies and other interests.
Although this is often considered in
rather narrow functional terms, a broader
perspective should be used to encompass
the totality of the Army’s activities con-
ducted to accomplish this mission. The
decisionmaking machinery of the Army
and the Department of Defense is urged
to keep this ‘‘big picture” in mind con-
cerning the forthcoming XM1/Leopard
2AV main battle tank competition. That
is, the political, social and economic
factors and their impact upon the overall

(continued on page 112)
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LIEUTENANT COLONEL DONALD E. CARLILE, UNITED STATES ARMY

N MAY 1975, the capture of the US merchant ship Mayaguez by a third-rate

power initiated an international test of US resolve which, by means of a daring
and successful military rescue operation, resulted in increased prestige for the
United States as a strong actor on the international scene.

Valuable lessons have been derived from historical precedents involving the use
of military force to recover US vessels and citizens. During the early period of the
Barbary Wars (1785-1812), the United States had to pay tribute to the Barbary
Powers to buy security for our commercial shipping in the Mediterranean Sea.
However, these pacific measures failed to halt the attacks on our ships and crews,
and thus the construction of vessels for a US Navy appeared to be the only alter-
native.!

The need for backing up our diplomatic effort with the potential influence or
actual use of naval power became increasingly imperative and apparent. 2

Later, when the US frigate Philadelphia was grounded and subsequently cap-
tured by the Tripolitans and its crew made captives, President Thomas Jefferson
authorized US agent William Eaton to land with a force which included Marines to
free the crew.® Thus, it is clear that the President’s decision to free the Mayaguez
and its crew from the Cambodian captors is not a seminal event.?

The purpose of this article is to examine the Mayaguez incident from a decision-
making perspective, taking a close look at those factors which were most influential
in deciding what to do about the capture, if anything at all, and how to carry out
the decision, once made, to rescue the crew and recover the vessel. Conceptually,
we will examine certain fundamental choices, some recognized at the time of this
incident, some not, which channeled governmental thinking and thus influenced the
course of deliberations which led to the decision to take immediate steps to recover
the ship and crew,

October 1976 3
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MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT

Finally, any such study would be incomplete without an examination of the
outcome in terms of its effect on the administration, the Congress, the military and
the United States as a nation. Some mention will also be made with regard to
“lessons learned” from the Mayaguez crisis.

THE SEIZURE AND THE RESPONSE

S0S

Have been fired upon and boarded by Cambodian armed forces at nine degrees
48 minutes north/102 degrees 53 minutes east. Ship is being towed to unknown
Cambodian port ®

On 12 May at 0318 in Djakarta, Indonesia, Mr. John Neal of the Delta Explora-
tion Company received this Mayday call from the 8S Mayaguez. Subsequently, Mr.
Neal lost contact with the ship and immediately informed the US Embassy in
Djakarta of the communication. At 0512, the Embassy reported to the National
Military Command Center in Washington that the Mayaguez had been:

... fired on, boarded, and seized in international waters at about 21 minutes
past midnight, 12 May, while traversing a standard sealane and trade route.®

Thus, this provocation by Cambodia set the stage for a crisis management situa-
tion at the highest levels of the executive branch. The meetings, consultations,
diplomatic initiatives and military actions which followed wcre pursued with the
Executive guidance that the United States would not accept harassment of its ships
on international sealanes, and that failure to release the ship and crew could have
“serious consequences.””

Executive Reaction

In response to Cambodia’s seizure of the merchant ship and its crew, the Presi-
dent decided to initiate diplomatic means in seeking the release of the Mayaguez
and its crew. Since the United States lacked direct channels to Cambodian author-
ities in Phnom Penh, it was decided to approach the Chinese in Washington and in
Peking and to have the US Liaison Office deliver a message to the Cambodian
representaiive in Peking. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) representative in
Washington refused to accept the message.® On 13 May, the US Liaison Office in
Peking delivered a message both to the Cambodian Embassy there and to the

Lieutenant Colonel Donald E. Carlile
is with Headquarters, 19th Support Bri-
gude, Taegu, Korea. He received a B.S.
and an MA. from Indiana University,
where he also served as Assistant Profes-
sor of Military Science, and is a 1976
USACGSC graduare. He has served with
the 9th Army Republic of Vietnam Divi-
sion and the 1st Infantry Division in the
Republic of Vietnam, and with the 82d
Airborne  Division, Fort Bragg, North
Caroling.
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MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT

Foreign Ministry of the PRC. The latter message was returned without comment to
the US Liaison Office the following day.”

Additional diplomatic actions to secure the Mapaguez release through pacific
means included a letter delivered by the US Ambassador to the United Nations, Mr.
John Scali, to UN Secretary General Waldheim, indicating that the United States
planned to invoke Article 51 of the UN Charter (the right of self-defense), and a
follow-on letter delivered to the UN Security Council.1°

Some 60 hours passed from the time the diplomatic messages were sent to
Cambodia and the time the decision was made by the President to begin military
action.!! Subsequently, at 1650 on 14 May, orders werc issued to begin the mili-
tary operations for the recovery of the Mayaguez and its crew. As the chief deci-
sionmaker, the President consulted with the National Security Council (NSC) on
four separate occasions and held consultations with members of Congress (pursuant
to Section 3 of the War Powers Resolution) prior to his decision to order military
action. Ultimately, the combat actions of the US Navy and Marine Corps and the
US Air Force in rescuing the crew and recovering the containership were successful.
The Mayaguez was recovered on 14 May at 2105. The entire crew was taken aboard
the guided missile destroyer USS Wilson at 2307. Thus, rescue operation achieved
success only six hours after the Executive order was issued to begin the military
operations.

THE US RESPONDS-WHY?

We have been informed that a Cambodian naval vessel has seized an American
merchant ship on the high seas and forced it to the port of Kompong Som. The
President has met with the NSC. He considers this seizure an act of piracy. He has
instructed the State Department to demand the immediate release of the ship.
Failure to do so would have the most serious consequences.*

At approximately 1350, 12 May, the above statement was read by Presidential
Press Secretary Ron Nessen at a White House press briefing. This statement made
public for the first time that a commercial vessel with US registry and its American
crew had been seized illegally by another nation and that the United States in-
tended to act if the ship and crew were not released immediately.

The President was informed initially of the seizure at 0740 by Lieutenant Gen-
eral Brent Scowcroft (then Deputy Assistant for National Security Affairs) during
the routine morning intelligence briefing.!® Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and
the NSC learned of the incident at an 0800 meeting. At 1205, the President met in
the Cabinet Room with the NSC members: Secretary of State Kissinger, Defense
Secretary Schlesinger, Central Intelligence Agency Director Colby and General
Jones, the Air Force Chief of Staff who was acting on behalf of Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Brown who was in Europe at the time.1# During the
course of this 45-minute meeting, the President made two key decisions. He in-
structed the Secretary of State to use diplomatic initiatives immediately in an effort
to convince the Khmer Rouge to release the crew and ship. The diplomatic options
available were limited to contacting the PRC in Washington and Peking and to
delivering a message to the Cambodian representative in Peking. These two means
were judged to be “the only effective and rapid” channels because of the urgency
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A Marine and an Air Force pararescueman run for an Air force helicopter during an assault on
Koh Tang Island to rescue the US merchant ship Mayaguez and its crew 14 May 1975

of the situation and the fact that “no other government which might have been
helpful in the situation has any representation in Phnom Penh. . . "%

The second decision was to initiate several military actions which the Chief
Executive determined would provide a military force “reasonably necessary to
achieve the desired result” should the diplomatic overtures fail.

Pro Bono Publico

The speed of this Executive response should be measured in terms of the exter-
nal influences upon the decisionmaker. lllustrative of one of these influences was
Secretary Kissinger's answer to a question asked at a news conference on 12 May,
the day of the Mayaguez seizure:

Question: Do you think this country’s prestige has suffered as a result of what's
happened in Viet-Nam, in Cambodia, and what’s happening in Laos—and what
happened today to a merchant ship?

Secretary Kissinger: I think that our credibility has declined, and that one of the
most important challenges to our foreign policy is to restore it. .. .18

Attempting to assess accurately the perceptions of our allies and potential ad-
versaries is difficult under the best of circumstances; however, it would not be
totally inaccurate to speculate that, as a result of the collapse of American policy
and position in Indochina, many of our allies felt that the United States might not
be counted on as a continued bulwark against foreign “danger.”

This influence, coupled with the recent blight of Watergate on “big govern-
ment,” surely was in the forefront among the considerations pondered in arriving at
a decision of whether to do anything about the Mayaguez capture. An additional
assist must have been the lessons learned from the 1968 Pueblo crisis, useful as a
bench mark and point of reference even though there are only a few parallels in the
two incidents.

6 Military Raview
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Another compelling reason for immediate action was the administration’s au-
thentic concern for the crew members who were held captive by the Khmer Rouge.
This two-week-old regime in Cambodia had clearly demonstrated that its “diste-
gard for life and suffering was even greater than is the rule in most communist
countrics”;1 7 thus, the Mayaguez crewmen had to be recovered as quickly as pos-
sible. The crisis managers could have read former Khmer Rouge atrocities to mean
that any unnecessary delays might result in the cxecution of the captain and 39
American crewmen.

An interesting sidelight regarding the decision to rescue the Mayaguez is con-
tained in a report from a West German source, ““Secret in Eight Containers: Why
the United States Freed the Freighter Mayaguez.” This Stern magazine report de-
scribes the contents of eight Sea-Land containers as “highly sophisticated electronic
equipment of a top secret nature used by American intelligence . . . in the South-
east Asia area.”'® These allegations that the Mayaguez was a “spy ship” werc
voiced carly on following the successful rescue operation but were denied quickly
by both the administration and Sea-Land Service Chairman, Michael R. McEvoy.1?
McEvoy opened the ship to newsmen on 17 May in Singapore, three days following
the rescue, and their collective inspection revealed nothing more than commercial
cargo and miscellaneous merchandise for the military base exchanges in Thailand 20

While all of the above considerations were important inputs into the crisis deci-
sionmaking crucible, this analysis would be incomplete without a comment regard-
ing the US military preparedness to enforce an Executive decision to act “with serious
consequences” if the ship and crew were not released immediately. When the SOS
call was made on 23 January 1968 by the USS Pueblo, “time and distance factors
made it impossible to respond . .. when the ship was being boarded.”?? The situa-
tion was quite different on the morning of 12 May 1975. The 3d Marine Division
on Okinawa was not far away from the Indochinese Peninsula, the destroyer-escort
USS Holt was about a day's sail away, the aircraft carrier USS Coral Sea was on
course for Australia when it was ordered to turn about, P3 Orion reconnaissance
planes were based in the Philippines and Jolly Green Giant helicopters were located
in Thailand along with pilots experienced in insertions, cxtractions and evacuations
in a hostile environment. Thus, the ingredients for a joint air-sea-land rescue force
were reasonably available to the Commander in Chief when the decision was made
to prepare for a military rescue effort.

THE JUDGMENT-USE FORCE

The Decision

The President decided that the United States had to draw a line immediately
against the illegal actions of Cambodia in order not to be forced later into a
“humiliating discussion about the ransom of innocent merchant seamen.” 22 Since
the President had not received a reply through diplomatic channels, the option of
resclving this situation diplomatically was exhausted by Wednesday evening, 14
May, when he ordered military operations to commence for the recovery of the
Mayaguez and crew. The lack of any response from the Cambodians could only be
regarded as total intransigence.

Farlier military actions had been initiated in the vicinity of Kompong Som in

October 1976 1
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order to maintain close surveillance coverage and to keep the Mayaguez captors
from moving the ship and crew to the mainland. It was determined that diplomatic
efforts to free the crew and recover the ship would have a greater chance of success
if the Mayaguez were kept away from the Asian mainland. Thus, at approximately
0620 on Tuesday, 13 May, “an A-7 Corsair aircraft reported placing ordnance in
the water in front of the Mayaguez to signal it not to get underway.”2® Additional
persuasion in this regard was necessary on Tuesday evening when several Cambo-
dian patrol boats disregarded warning signals and were subsequently sunk.24

By Wednesday evening, it was decided that waiting another 48 hours before
taking any positive military cfforts to effect a release would provide more time for
the Cambodians to move the ship and the crew to the mainland. The inherent risks
involved in a military rescue attempt on the mainland were much greater than the
risks involved in rescuing the ship and crew while still isolated from the Cambodian
coast. Thus, the risks were weighed and a balance was struck.

On 14 May, the Navy, Marines and Air Force, sclectively assigned and pre-
positioned for the military rescue contingency, were in place. The order was issued
at 1652 Wedncsday, 14 May, to begin the rescue operation.

Legality

The international legality of the United States’ use of military force to free
the Mayaguez and its American crew has been questioned by some political com-
mentators who argue that the Mayaguez was legally seized by the Cambodians
inside their territorial waters. The facts in the seizure indicate that the unarmed
merchant ship was sailing in the Gulf of Siam about 60 miles from the Cambodian
coast and about & to 12 miles from the Wai Istands while exercising the interna-
tionally recognized, high-seas navigation right of “innocent passage.” The previous
week, the Cambodians had interfered with a South Korean vessel, and a Panama-
nian ship had been detained, both in the same area of the Mayaguez seizure. Thus,
any significant argument that the President initiated some dreadful, illegal act by
ordering a military rescue operation pales under scrutiny of the facts surrounding
the Khmer Rouge act of illegal seizure.

Other political analysts raise the question of the President’s constitutional Ex-
ecutive power to introduce US Armed Forces into the Mayaguez crisis. Was this
Presidential authoritarianism, or was the order to use military force after consulting
with the Congressional leaders well within the confines of the 7 November 1973
Joint Resolution of Congress (Public Law 93-148)? PL 93-148 reads as [ollows:

CONSULTATION

Section 3. The President in every possible instance shall consult with Congress
before introducing United States Armed Forces into hostilities or into situations
Where imminent imvolvement in hostilities is clearly indicated by the circum-
stances. . . .

The War Powers Resolution and the special restrictions that were placed on
military operations in Indochina were complied with by the President’s consulta-
tions (through his Congressional laison staff) with: the Speaker of the House and
President pro tempore of the Senate, the bipartisan leaders of the House and
Senate, the Chairmen and ranking Republican members of the House and Senate
Armed Services Committee, the Chairmen and ranking Republican members of the

8 Military Review
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7S Navy

The escort ship USS Holt alongside the containership SS Mayaguez

Senate Foreign Relations and House Interational Relations Committees and the
Chairmen and ranking Republican members of the House and Senate Appropria-
tions Committees.2® Additionally, on the afternoon of Wednesday, 14 May, the
President met with Congressional leaders and discussed the military actions he had
taken to recover the crew and ship.

Thus, a factual assessment regarding the President’s complying or not complying
with the War Powers Act, Section 3 (Consultation), indicates that the President
fully complied; furthermore, in compliance with Section 4(a)(1) of the War Powers
Act (Reporting), he sent a letter on 15 May 1975 to the Speaker of the House and
President pro tempore of the Senate.28 This letter reported on the chronology of
events from the Mayaguez capture on 12 May to its rescue on 14 May.

In the final analysis, the legality for the Executive action in the Mayaguez crisis
has its deepest roots in the duty of the President to protect US citizens abroad as an
inherent principle in his responsibility as Commander in Chief of the United States
Armed Forces.

THE RESCUE

NSC Meeting

The President convened the fourth and final NSC meeting Wednesday afternoon
at 155227 During the course of this Cabinet Room meeting, the Chief Executive
issued orders directing a Marine helicopter assault force to Koh Tang Island to free
the Mayaguez crewmen thought to be there, and for another Marine force (which
was to be placed aboard the destroyer USS Holt) to retake the Mayaguez and sail or
tow the ship to sea as soon as possible. From the National Military Command
Center, the order was issued for Air Force Lieutenant General John J. Burns,
Commander of the US Support Activities Group (USSAG) in Thailand, to start the
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military rescue operation.2® Tactical aircraft from the carrier USS Coral Sea and
from Thailand, in addition to naval gunfire, were authorized to provide combat
support for the rescue operation as required.2?

The Rescue Force

At 1715 on Wednesday afternoon, helicopters of the 56th Special Operations
Wing pre-positioned at Utapao Airfield, Thailand, launched 11 CH53 and HHS3
(Jolly Green Giant) helicopters carrying approximately 227 Marines who had been
pre-positioned there as a ground security force.3® Three of these helicopters ferried
about 50 Marines, six Navy explosive ordnance disposal technicians, six civilians of
the Military Sealift Command who could operate the Mayaguez and 2 US Army
captain who spoke Cambodian to the USS Holt, arriving about 1858. At 2045, the
Holt went alongside the Mayaguez which was lying dead in the water, and, by 2105,
the Marines were in full control of the vessel.31 No one was found on board the
Mayaguez when the Marines boarded.

The other eight Jolly Green Giants, containing an assault force from the 2d
Battalion, 9th Marines (3d Marine Division), commanded by Lieutenant Colonel
Randall W. Austin, began the initial assault on Koh Tang Island. The first assault
wave of approximately 180 Marines had completed the insertion by 2015. Colonel
Austin had consolidated his position in the vicinity of the main landing zone by
2145 with a force of approximately 213,32

At 1710, shortly after the helicopters had departed Utapao Airfield, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff directed Admiral Noel Gayler, Commander in Chief, Pacific, to
initiate supporting cyclic strike operations from the aircraft carrier USS Coral Sea
on military targets in the Kompong Som-Ream Airfield and Naval Base on the

Sunken patrol boat in Gulf of Thailand

Military Review

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT

US Marines hoard the SS Mayaguer

mainland.®2 A total of 15 attack sorties expended ordnance against the Cambodian
mainland, first to ensurc that the Cambodian force on Koh Tang Island was not
reinforced; second, to ensure the safe withdrawal of the Marine-reinforced rifle
company from the istand; and, third, to lodge pressure against the Cambodians to
release the crew. According to one author, Charlie Miller, the captain of the Maya-
guez, believed that the air strikes against the mainland had “taken on a high priority
in Phnom Penh” and thus had a profound effect on the Mayaguez crew’s release by
their captors.®4

A Message

At approximately 1902, the Royal Government of the National Union of
Cambodia (the Khmer Rouge) made a 19-minute broadcast attacking “U.S. im-
perialism,” justifying its seizure of the Mayaguez and, lastly, indicating that:

Regarding the Mayaguez ship we have no intention of detaining it permanently
and we have no desire to stage provocations. We only want to know the reason for
its comitégﬁ and to wam it against violating our waters again . . . we will release the
ship. ...

This broadcast, translated and received in the White House after 2000 on
Wednesday evening, made no mention of the time of release and only mentioned
the ship, not the crew. Shortly thereafter, the President was informed of the re-
covery of the Mayaguez. The President, when informed of the Khmer Rouge broad-
cast, discussed the situation with Secretary Kissinger regarding no mention of the
crew and told him, “Proceed as we had agreed, with airstrikes and the full opera-
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tion.”3® Secretary Kissinger then had Press Secretary Nessen read a statement in
the White House Press Room at 2115 addressed to the Cambodian Government (to
be relayed through Agence France—Presse) to the effect that the United States
would cease military operations as soon as the Khmer Rouge issued a statement
that they are prepared to release the crew members “unconditionally and im-
mediately.”37

Success

At 2315 Wednesday evening, the destroyer USS Wilson reported that it had
picked up the crew of the Mayaguez, all accounted for and in good condition 3® A
Thai-crewed fishing vessel had brought the Mayaguez crew of 40 to the Wilson from
Koh Rong Sam Lem, an island in the Bay of Kompong Som. At approximately
2400, the President ordered all offensive military operations to ccasc and to begin
the withdrawal.3® At about 0917 on the following day, 15 May, all US Marines
were cleared of Koh Tang Island. Thus, three days of crisis management in the
White House and National Military Command Center ended on a successful note.

Total casualties included 11 Marines, 2 Navy corpsmen and 2 airmen killed in
action; another 3 Marines missing; and 41 Marines, 2 sailors and 7 airmen
wounded,4©

Public complaints from Thailand regarding the use of Thai territory as a base of
operations to secure the release of the Mayaguez and crew surfaced briefly during
the time of the incident and following the rescue operation. However, the Thai
subsequently stated “that they were satisfied with the note [from the US Govern-
ment] expressing regret.”41

Despite the problems of faulty intelligence regarding the actual whereabouts of
the Mayaguez crewmen and the understrength estimate of Khmer Rouge troops on
Koh Tang Island, this complex, hastily assembled, US joint air-sea-land task force
accomplished its military objective: to recover the 40 seamen and the SS Mayaguez
from the Cambodian captors.

THE NET WORTH

The decisionmaking process in this crisis situation required the President to
make a couple of milestone decisions from a mixed bag of widely varying options.
In addition, the Chief Executive was compelled to make these decisions with little
time for dalliance as he and his advisors perceived the gravity of the situation.
Hanging in the balance in this crisis were several fundamental issues regarding the
United States of America.

First, the United States is a protector of its citizenry and their rights and
privileges at home and abroad; second, the United States, as an actor on the interna-
tional scene, is a recognized superpower which could not afford to be blackmailed
or humiliated by the illegal actions of any equal or lesser power; and, third, the
United States could ill afford a Pueblo-type ouicome—that is, a great loss of con-
fidence by the American people in their Government and its strength.

Thus, because the President decided to do something about the illegal Mayaguez
seizurc and because the actions he directed succeeded in recovering the American
seamen and merchant ship, the United States accrued some rather important
“by-products.” Mainly, these included a spiritual and moral uplift for the American
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people and a restoration of American credibility both on the domestic and interna-
tional fronts. More specifically, on the international front, at a time when North
Korean President Kim Il Sung was getting audacious with his tunneling efforts
across the demilitarized zone into South Korea, the message that “there are limits
beyond which the United States cannot be pushed,” as Secretary Kissinger said,
“and that the United States is prepared to defend thesc interests . . . ” likely had a
dampening effect on Kim and his war machine.

The US Armed Forces benefited from the Mayaguez rescue in that once again
the American public witnessed a successful strategic US military operation ac-
complished on short notice in response to a crisis situation with explosive potential.

Lessons learned from the Mayaguez crisis are too numerous to detail in this
article; however, a few lessons appear to have resurfaced from past times and should
be mentioned. First, the United States and other great powers can expect to be
tested in their resolve from time to time by lesser powers; thus, a crisis decision-
making apparatus needs to be kept well-oiled, and practice in crisis management
needs to be done by the seniors from time to time.

Our intelligence gathering and analysis machinery needs to be overhauled to
provide better, more precise, up-to-date information to the crisis decisionmakers.
The total intelligence effort during the Mayaguez crisis was somewhat reminiscent
of the intelligence collected for the Son Tay Raid or in the nonanticipation of the
1968 Tet offensive.

Our seniors, to include the high-level decisionmakers in the legislative and ex-
ecutive branches, should be wary of either branch becoming omnipotent in the
management of crisis situations, remembering that criscs are usually situation
specific. A marriage of the executive and legislative branches in crisis situations is
not just desirable, it is absolutely essential to provide a unified direction and effort
toward making the best decision from all the options available.

NOTES

1 Claude S. Swanson, Naval Documents Related to the United States Wars With the
Barbary Powers: Naval Operations, 1785-1801, Superintendent of Documents, US Govemn-
ment Printing Office, Washington, DC, 1939, Volume I, p iii.

2 Ibid., pv.

3 “Mayaguez, The President. and History,” Armed Forces Journal International, June
1975, p 31.

4 “The Capture and Freeing of the $.5. Mayaguez,” Officer Review, Military Order of the
World War, October 1975, p 9.

5 “Chronology of Diplomatic Events, Meetings, Press Briefings Pertaining to the Mayaguez
Incident,” The Department of State Bulletin, May 1975, p 11.

6 Ibid.
7 Ibid.
8 Ibid.
9 The New York Times, 17 May 1975, p 1.

10 Press Conference in Washington, D.C., Bureau of Public Affairs, Office of Media Serv-
ices, Washington, DC, 16 May 1975, p 5.

11 The New York Times, 21 May 1975, p 16.

October 1976 13

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

MAYAGUEZ INCIDENT

12 John Osborne, "“Mayaguez Question, White House Watch,” New Republic, June 1975, p

13 Ibid.

14 Roy Rowan, The Four Davys of Mayaguez, W. W. Norton & Co., Inc,, NY, 1975, pp
67-68.

15 “Chronology of Diplomatic Events, Mectings, Press Briefings Pertaining to the Mayaguez
Incident,” op. cit., p 15.

16 ‘““Question-and-Answer Session and News Conferences Held by Secretary Kissinger at St.
Louis and Kansas City,” The Department of State Bulletin, 2 June 1975, p 726.

17 Richard H. Rovere, “Letter From Washington,” The New Yorker, 26 May 1975, p 107.
18 “The Capture and Freeing of the S.5. Mayaguez,” op. cit.

19 The New York Times, 16 May 1975, p 15.

20 Tom Bartlett, “Mayaguez,” Leatherneck Magazine, September 1975, p 27.

21 Lieutenant Commander William A. Armbruster, ““The Pueblo Crisis and Public Opinion,”
Noaval War College Review, Mareh 1971, p 89.

22 Press Conference in Washington, D.C., Bureau of Public Affairs, Office of Media Serv-
ices, Washington, DC, 10 May 1975, pp 2-3.

23 “Chronology of Diplomatic Events, Meetings, Press Briefings Pertaining to the Mayaguez
Incident,” op. cit., p 6.

24 Ibid., p 16.

25 Presidential Documents: Gerald R, Ford, 1975, May 1975, Volume II, Number 20, p
511,

26 Ibid., p 514.
27 Rowan, op, cit., p 17576.
28 Ibid., p 176.

29 “Chronology of Diplomatic Events, Meetings, Press Briefings Pertaining to the Mayaguez
Incident,” op. cit., p 7.

30 Rowan, op. ¢it.

31 “Chronology of Diplomatic Events, Meetings, Press Briefings Pertaining to the Mayaguez
Incident,” op. cit., p 8.

32 “Marines Recover U.S. Merchantmen, Fight Khmer Rouge,” U.S. Marine Corps News
Release, 27 May 1975; and “Chronology of Diplomatic Events, Meetings, Press Briefings Per-
taining to the Mayaguez Incident,” op. cit.

33 Rowan, ap. cit, p 177.

34 Ibid., p 187.

35 Ibid,, p 204.

36 Ibid., p 205.

37 Presidential Documents: Gerald R. Ford, 1975, op. cit., p 513.

38 “Chronology of Diplomatic Events, Meetings, Press Briefings Pertaining to the Mayaguez
Incident,” op. cit., p 10.

39 Ibid.
40 Bartlett, op. cit., p 28.

41 “Chronology of Diplomatic Events, Meetings, Press Briefings Pertaining to the Mayaguez
Incident,” op. ¢it,, p 23.

14 Military Review

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

; .
I’ .4
'
+ - ,
! -
b -
‘
. .
! .
: 4
H
- - - :.h o N -t e -
)
:é 4
- X oy BEUPR L - R
- 2 =]
- b N R e
g BAED (YL ANY N
QTR HE AN N ~
N .

B > N - .
3

3
; -

,
' “
.
o .oy
.

.' v

ol

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

Part II -- Main Edition ~- 12 October 1976

WASHINGTON POST - 12 OCTOEBER 1976 Pg 20

Troubled Economy Seen Erodi, ng

Support for Panama Head

. By.Joanne Omang
- Wailiasion Fost Poreizn ‘Bervite
_PANAMA CITY, Oct. 11—As mili-
tyry strongman Omar Torrijog marks

today the eighth anniversary of the .

coup thaf brought him % powar, many
observers think the engnging, restless
general has tost touch with the pecple
he governs.

Supporters of this v‘.ew Suzeve that
Torrijos, who is head of Zovernment,

- is umwifing to recnxnbe the 1es3dn of

thots last month:- the “etonemic
sttuatign and Torrijo# goversment an-
parently are making more people an-
gry thap is the isgue of the Panama
Canal.

‘He’s bheen jefe maximo (supreme
leaghery: of ® bdoming econdmy :and
that has allewed Rim to keep the most
disparate grodps mnifled and content,”
said one :torafgn mm “That’s all
aver llDW.

The country is overextended in its
for@gn debt, whicki is $1.1 dillion and
rising and ‘requtres 35 cemts of every
dollar of national inestne te pay the
charges. iegyoes busksessmen ereated
an inforsml-imvestment .2l ewdown cmr-
lier this year, while the international
slum worzenstl. . Papama’s  export

A&'oueht then broughkt things to a
Wy forcing = slight rise in the

es af rice and milk, which trig-
md. the d'lsturbances from Sept. 10

Ton—uos conﬁnues to blame the U.S.
presence In the I10-mile-wlde canal
zone rather than econqmlc problerns
for the disorders.-

“The profound cause, the real cause
was the intent to prove we are not a
stwble government amd that we are
not capable of administering the ca-
nal.” . Torrijos said in am imterview,
most of it conducted as’ he drove
m anmn'cng n his car.

'l‘nsutlng that Ré retains popular
support, Ton-ijos said the economic is-
&ife 1s “gnly # excuse.” )

“People know the ecountry is in:

volved in & struggle that demands so- -

dial sacrificet There are serieus prob-
lemys. but. e - 2rottp is so unjustly
‘traated aa 1o become vhdent.”

It remains fo be seer. wisether eom-
mentg.on Panpsniain the U.S. prasiden-
tial campaign will rekingle Panama-
nian anger over delays in' negotiating
a hew ‘theity gi¥ing Panema greater
contyol in the Panama Cansl Fone.

_ When Democratic candldate Jimmy .

Carter made comments in last week’s
televised debate that sounded. more
bard-line than those of President
Ford, Torrijos calded the statements
m"hoth men a “grave irresponsibili-
The United States and Panama have
mmunced that negotiations are to re-
\fme dext mbnth. Apparently, fearful
of a Carter victory, Panamanian For-
edzn - Minister - Agmilino Boyd urged
U.Q. Secretary of State Henry* A, Kis-
singer to reach a new treaty before he
Igaves. office.

The Panmmpnian government has
backed off eaxdy charges that U.S. in-

NEW YORK TIMES
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A Show of Force
In Thailand

A short and blpody -show of force
by Thailand's military has brought
about an sbrupt changes of govern-
moent. The new regime will be headed
by a civilian but thers seems no doubt

- that it will be heavily influenced by

the corservative sokliers.
Thirty students were kiled in the
desmonstrations that the military ueed

as an excuse for intervention in the-

country’s politics. lronically, student
riots had brought the cvilians to
power in 1973, ending military rule
that tad prevailed for most of this
century.

A military junia hesded by the
former Defense Minister, Adm. Sa-
ngad Chaloryu, deposed Prime Minis-
ter Seni Pramoj but three days later,
a now civilian  Prime Minister was
appointed. He is Thanin Kraivichiea,
a Supreme Court justice.

In Thetland’s foreign affairs thie most
fmportant question is whether the new
Government will continue the recent
efforts to improve relations with the
Communist authorities in Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia. Hanoi has already
called the military takeover a plot by
the United State Central Intelligence
Agency, epparennly reflecting a wide-
spread expectation that the new Bang-
kok Government will be rightist and

will seek stronger ties with the United

States.

Vietnam Sceks
Western Aid

The Comimunist-led Government of
Vietnam has asked the leaders of the
Western financial establishment for
reconstruction ail to cepair the dam-
ages of war, The request, made during
a conferenoe in Manila of the Interna-
tHonal Monetary Fund and the World
Bank, was Vietnam’s first official act

- canal
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Canal Talks
Will Resume

Negotiations aver American .contral
of the Panama Cana} are to resume in
the next few weeks, but the already
protracted talks are likely to be made
more complicated by mention of the
in the American Presidential
campaign.

‘Washington and Panama have been
bargaining  intensively for two and a
half years over a new treaty to replace
the 1903 agreement by which the
United States. controls the waterway
and the Canal Zone perpetuity. The
differences between the two parties
include the term of the new pact, ths
American role in defense of the canal,
the amount of money paid to Panama,
canal tolls, and the right of the
United States to enlarge the canal.

The announcement that Unlited
States Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker
will return to Panama in tweo or
three weeks came just after the sub-
ject had figured briefly in the tele-
vision debate between President Ford
and Gov. Jimmy Carter. Statements
about the canal by the two Presiden-
tial candidates, both of whom said
they would not relinquish control over
the waterways, provoked irritation in
Pauama.

Panama's Foreign Mmr Aquilino
Boyd called the statements ‘relics of a
colonial era” and Gen. Omar Torrijos
Herrera, head of the military and Pa-
nama’s real rulbr, said the candidates
showed “great irresponsibliity.”

as a2 newly admitted member of the
two bodies. Vietnam was admitted in
a deal with the United States; Wash-
ington did not object anﬂ*ﬂmw
to defer United Nations debate over
its' membership application umtil after
the American Presidential election.

telligence agents had tried to destabi-
lize Panama through the September
riots, but it continues to insist that
leftist student demonstrators were in
cahoots with some conservative Amer-
icsmn residents of the canal zone.
Although both groups would like to
zee Taorrijos leave office, their reasons
are vastly different. Panamanians
hooted at the notion that the nervous
Zonians, many of whom rarely ven-
ture intoe Panama City fram thier pro-
tected, suburb-like zone, would sud-

denly take up with the f1ery Marxzst_

students.

Indeed, several Panamanians ar-
gued, the students used the price in-
creases to flex their muscles against
Torrijos—for not being radical enough
to suit them—and against his puppet
student organiztaion, with whom they

‘clashed. at the beginning of the dis-

turbances.  _ .
The students d:savow amy American
links, but for different ‘Tremsons.
«“Torrijos is an American puppet in-

stalled to legitimize the U.S. military
control aof this country,” sald Armuaffo
B, one of 23,000 students at the na-
tional university. {

- Torrijos is thus attacked from both
left and right as he tries t¢ ptod négo-
tiations toward a new canal treaty
that he can sell to both sides. Most of
the 1.5 million Panamanians, accerd-
ing to several buisnessmen and’ jour-
nalists, only vaguely grasp the cancl
LS&LIE

_Torrijos and his advisers see the ca-,
nal as; the key to the country's pco-
nomic future.

“The zon€ is an economic vacuum
for us now,” said omne of Panama’s
treaty negotiators, attorney Carlos T.o-
pez - Guevard. Development of the
zone, now mostly virgin jungle, would"
open up flat, rieh land as weil as pro-
viding jobs in eemstructing a port and
industry, he said. Tolls for canal pas-
sage, everyone. readily admits, would
rtirs‘; sharpty under Panamanian cen
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A Troubled Dictator

The Canal Is
Only One of
Panama’s .
Flash Points -

By ALAN RIDING

MEXICO CITY—Conservative opposition in the Unitad
States to a new Panama .Canal treaty has been. visibly
strengthened by the Presidential campaign, but internal un-
rest in Panama has also added gbstacles to rapid conclusmn
of the negotistions.

- Hopes for an agreement by early 1977 were first set
beck by Roneld Reagans exploitation of the Panama issue
during the primaries. And, even though President Ford has
announced resumption of the Panama talks, both he &nd
Jimmy Carter expressed opinions during their foreign policy
debate last week, that can only make progress more de-
ficult.

Opposition te concessions to Panama have long been a
known factor in the United States but, abroad at least,
deterioration of the political situation in Panama had not
been anticipated as having an impact on the negotiations.
Panamanians, both left and right, would like to see their
country recover jurisdiction of the United States-controlled
Canal Zone, but as student riots in September demonstrated,
they are often more preoccupied with other matters: u.nem—
ployment, inflation and political repression.

As a result, while many abroad continue to see- Puuma s
dictator, Gen. Omar Torrijos Herrera, as a gallant Davitl
taking on the American Goliath, his populsrity at hogre
jo lowér than at any time since he seized power eight
ymmcmmngnmbwsa(hmmuemhngm
Witling to accept the official view that to criticize General
I‘Ou'iiu on any issue is to betray Panama over the canal. -

The Goverament has tried to sustain this myth. A dazen

ts of the Government who were deported in January
‘were: avcused ‘of being in league with Mr. Reagan and Ameri-
San otnseivatives. The student riots over food.prices were
also Blamed on “U.S. nntelhgem:e agencies” and Amenicens
living in the Canal Zone.

These chargés may have been believed abmad but t.hey
have not been taken seriously in Panama.

'l'hg erosion of General Torrijos’s stremgth at home poées
a serious dMficulty for Washington. Despite his flamboyant
anti-Amertcan rhetoric, the general has long been the Stlite_:
Department’s choice as a negotiating partner. He was seen
as the only political figure with tge power and prestige
to ensure that any draft agreement would be accepted bry
the Panamanian people.

Anxious to remove the canal issue as a point of friction
in its relations with Latin America, the State Department
worked out a deal with General Torrijos: Washington would
support the Panamamian regime economically and would
grant it the most generous treaty that the United States
Senate would accept. In exchange, General Torrifos would
accept such domestically unpopular points as a continwed
-] American military presence in Panama and would guarantee
tranquil ratification of the draft treaty.

That scenaric was upset by the student riots, the first
such disturbances in eight vears. Their implicat¥on i that
‘General Torrijos mey no longer be able to rh.L'lfl‘ll tas part
of the bargain without increasing political

It is in an apparent effort to bolster the Torrljos regime

NEW YORK TIMES
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Mayaguez .
Revisited

A Democratically controiled Con-
gressional committee, on the eve of the
foreign policy debate between Presi-
dent Ford and Jimmy Carter, released
a report last week that concluded Mr.
Ford has failed to pursue all diplomatic

possibilities before launching a major’

military attack to retrieve the mer-
chant ship Mayaguez, seized by Cam-
bodia in May, 1975.

In the attack, the 39-man crew waa
recovered, but 41 American servicemen
and an unknown number of Cam-
bodians were killed in the American
assault.

Last week's report, prepared ‘for a
House political and ‘military ‘affairs
subcommittee by the General Account-
ing Office, was more detailed than
earlier accounts but contained little
that was entirely new. The timing of

its release was significant, however.

A spokesman for the subcommittee
denied the timing was unfair to Mr.-
Ford. Both he and a spokesman for
the G.A.O. said the report had been
completed last May 11 but the Na-
tional Security Council had blocked
its immediate release because the docn-
ment contained classified information.
The unclassified version that was re-
leased was approved Sept. 15.

The Mayaguez issue was raised
during the debate but did not figure
heavily. Mr. Ford accused the Demo-
crats of partisan politics and the
authors of the réport of “grandstand
quarterbacking.”

Mr. Carter said he had not read the
report. The Democratic candidate, who
is on record May 18, 1975 as support-
ing the attack, said Wednesday night
the incident was an- example of what
he alleges is the Administration’s
failure to share foreign policy deci-
sions with the American people.

. him as a bourgeois dictator. C

" sistent rumors of a-power struggle within the high command

that President Ford is sending the chief Panama negotiator,
Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker, to resume thlks suspended
last May. Mr. Ford can also ease General Torrijos’s economie
difficulities by increasing aid to enable the Panamanian Gov-
ernment to increase spending and thus feduce unemploy-
met, now between 15 and 25 percent. 'But Panama's ecc-
nomic recession is so profound that too mudh help wm:.lﬂ
accentuate another trouble, inflation. -

The slamp of the Panamanian ecornemy, w!uch ‘grew by
an average eight percent per year between 1958 and 1972
but exparded by omly 1.7 percent last year, is perhdps
the main reason for the popular unrest. As & country highly
dependent on commerce, Panama was badly hit, first .by
inflation of 25 percent and then by the world economig
recession. The number of ships using the canal and the
amount of cargo passing through the Colon Free Zone fell
last year, weakening the Govermment's borrowing power
abroad.

To combat the inflation-recession squeeze, the Government
imtroduced higher taxes, tighter credit and a mew -labor
law. From the man in the street, above all the urben poor,
this produced resentment towards the Government, especial-
ly with the corruption that is believed widespread among
top National Guard officers. The stu:dent du'mnstmtmmv
were & visible sign of the anger.

There are other frustrations. Liberals and Conservatives
in Panamas are irritated by the regime’s leftist demeagoguery
armd are angered by the ocontinued suppression of pohitital
pefties. On the left, there s impatience at the ebsence
of the Socialist revolution that General Torrijos promised
during his early years in power. For example, a much-vaunt-
ed agrarian reform has not taken place and demands for
nationadization of the powerful off-shore banking sector
have been ignored. Conservatives still view General Torrijos
as a Socialist demagogue but many leftists now describe

General Torrijos’s low-key response to these developments
—nhe rarely appears in public and spends much of the time
at a hideaway 60 miles west of Panama City—has fed per-

of the National Guard, the real hase of his authority, But,
despite the apparent strength and ambitions of the Guard's
second-in-command, Col. Rodrigo Garcia Ramirez, and of
its intelligence chief, Lieut. Col. Manuel Antonio Noriega;
no clear suocessor to General Torrijos has emerged.

From Washington’s point of view, either of the two pos-
sinie scenarics—General Torrijos’s shaky survival or his res
placement by another Guard officer—augurs badly for the
treaty negotiations. Foreign diplomats in Panama feel that
Washington would still clearly prefer to complete the nego-
tiatioms with General Torrijos, and is probably now seeking
ways af ensuring his survival, but the diplomats also believe
that the weaker he becomes, the less likely he is to obtain
broad popular support for a compromise treaty.

Alan Ridirg writes frequently for-The Review on Latin
American subiects
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The Mayaguez Test .

AS T'HE RELEASE. of 2 long, retrospective and

crmcal GAO study of the Mayaguez incident po-
lcally calculated by the Democraticcontrolled House
‘International Relations Committee to embarrass Presi- .

-gent Ford on the eve of his foreign pohcy debate with
Gﬂvemor Carter? Of course it was, in effect if not by
ign. But Mr. Ford, who complamed of it in the de-

b ¢, isthe last man in America with smnding to do so.

For if he was rightly concerned at the time about
American prestige in the world, it must be remem:
bered that domestic politics hiad much o do with the
way he'handled the affair throughout, both in the as
‘pect of “crisis management” and i the aspect of public
-presegtation. He s not the first President to have do-

nestic, pOhtlcs on his mind in dealing with an intetna-

‘tional crisis, to be sure. But to cry.that the incident is
mw being used politically against him just won't wash.
“The Housereleased report does not adequately de-

| setibe the political circumstances of Mr. Ford's reaction;

1o the Mayaguea seizure by the new Cambodian govern
‘ment i May 1975, And to leave that part out s simply
1o ignore the calamities that had just befallen Ameri
can policy in that part of the world. To state it briefly:

“The entire American position in Indochina had fust col

lapsed in ruins, Still a relatively new and. untésted Pres.

fdent, Mr. Ford was eager to demonstrate not only the

‘Yhe will of America but his ‘own. He gave every evi
ence of perceiving the Mayague incident as an oppor-

tunity, however uninvited, to serve these various pur-

pases. The exalted crisis atmosphere with the allusions”

$0:JFK it 1962, the photographs of grim shiftslesved
" ducision-nakers in the Oval Office, the inspired ac
Gty of the Presdent’s command and coolness In dis
atching men into battle, the orchestration (once the

ship and crew wege ret.neved) of paeans of selfmngrat |

wation polﬁics’Notom your life! - . .
" u fact, 35 we thonght at the tiime, there was some-

tilng grossly unbalan;ed about the way the incident

was played. To imagine that 2’ nation's prestige and

‘credibility could be redeemed, or a President's image

meamngfully burnished, by throwing. the massive
weight of American power against a small, war-broken,
isolated country like Cambodia was pathetic. Yes, the

 President had a duty to try 0 reclaim the crew whd

ship. Yes, he was operating within Hmits of time, lever- -

‘age and informaation that.make it essy enough now to

second-guess his tactical deeisions. We are net inclined
%0 blame him for invading the wrong {#and, ar for
moving ahead without Being sure that all available in-

-formation was at his fingertips, or-even for losing more
 men (4] dead) than he saved (40)—although It batfles us.
“ithat he should still be touting the operation as a-great

success, The main point remains that Mr; Ford, by re-

"spondmg reflexively and with overpowerlng forée to | -
" an act of piracy by a tiny government, proved practi- ’

cally nothing -about how the United States or “he per-~
sonally would cope with a crisis involvmg real
political/military odds. |
Frankly, we wish Mr. Cartet had made tlns point, In
stead, he contented himself with sniping at Mr. Ford

for having been tardy in- getting out the facts. Mr.

Carter seems to have been impressed by the ‘political

Harvest that Mr. Ford reaped st the time, “This is what

the American people want," he said Wednesday night,
... we obviously had to move aggressively and quickly

'to rescue {the ship and men)” Unquestionably, the

United States did bave to do what was necestary in'the
rescue. Bat 4 not have 1o magnify the event out of
all proper proporﬂon and celebrite it asatlassic presl
dential act of national redemption: / Co

The Mayague incident in its.play and inits replay,
a little cameo, offering 2 revealmg glimpse fnto atti-
tudes toward the use of power. Neithier candidate, in
our view, has shown that he ‘understands ‘the true
terms in which this incident should be judged.
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Business of

. Techmlw 'llallslel

By John LrFﬂsbee,ExEcunvs Epnoa

ETEFlFllNG the expansion of Sov;et territory and in-
fluence rests on US technological superiority. That

superiority is the product of a happy combination of

natural resources and social, ‘political, and economic

institutions ‘that ‘have provided and encouraged public

educalion, social mobility, individual freedom, and the
rewards of a free- -enterprise system. In this unique en-
vironment the US has been and still is able to generate
innavations in high technology et a rate rarely equalied
elsewhere. That has been our strength, and it could be
our undoing.

In contrast, the rigidly controlled hlghly centralized

Soviet system has ‘produced competent scientists, but

in many militarily essential technical areas it has fallen
far short of US ellncnency in design and serial produc-
tior-<in other words, in technology as distinct from basic
research,

The Soviets are trying to cloge lhe technology gap
by industrial espionage and by acquiring Western tech-
nalocy”in other ways. Since 1972, their search for this
techralogy has not been primarily through buying end
produicts they cannot yet duplicate, Such purchases may
filt a temporary need, but engineering analysis. of fin-
ished products rarely reveals the details of Western de-
-~ sign and praduction know-how. Hence, they hiave tumed
to other means; coproduction agreements, licensing ar-
rangements, buying entire faclories, coniracting for train-
ing in high-technology areas, and so on. Through these
varied routes of technology transfer they hope to fulfl
Lenin's prophecy that “the capitalist countries will supply
us the materials and technology we lack . . .
- for future victorious attacks upon our suppliers.”

and need

sugge“sted earlier, multidimensional, Much US technology

is made available to allies, who are not authorized to
fransfer it to other nations without US approval. How-
ever, as US technolagy is modified by the allied recipi-
.ent, it gradually loses its American identity, and its con-
trollability, which, at best, is far from airtight, Add to that
the fact that the US has no control over. export of the

indigenous technology of its allies except through vol-
untary cooperation of the members of CoCom, the Con-
suttative Group. Co-ordinating Committee. (Japan and the

-NATO nations, excluding Iceland), The interpretation of

what technology may salely be fumished the Soviefs,

especially in time of economic Stress, varies widely

amony allies and, indeed, among US producers.

As a result of general laxness and inconsistency here
and among our allies, the transfer of Western technology |-
to the USSR and Pact nations has, in our opinion, got
out of hand to a peritous degree. To take an example, the
Soviets have bought from the West nearly 1,000 com-
plete manufacturing plants ranging from automotive, to
chemical, electronic, and metaliurgical production, to-
gether with technological training for Russian engineers,
managers, and workers. In 1975, Western export to the
USSR and Pact countries, a large part of it involving

"~ advanced technology, came to about $30 billion and was

limited largely by the Soviets' shortage of hard currency,

rather than by Wester prudence.

Somewhat belatedly, the Depariment of Defense, a

principal adviser to the Department of Commerce on

the issuance of export licenses, has come to grips with

the problem-—at leas! so far as US technology is con-
cerned DoD is in the process of refining, simplifying,

B T I AU N e O e
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MAYAGUEZ REPORT

S
2ol

But It Was Only One of More Than
1,000 Issued in the Last Year
by the ‘Nonpartisan’ Agency

By RICHARD L. MADDEN
. Spesial to The New Tork Times

WASHINGTON, Oct, 9—Officials of the
General Accounting Office acknowledge
that their agency is not exactly a house-
hold word. .

Over the past year the office has issued
more than 1,000 reports ranging in title
from “The Fertilizer Situation—-Past,
Present and Future” to “Selected Aspects
of * Nuclear. Powerpiant Reliability .and
Economics.” . j

But one G.A.O. report concluding that
the Ford Administration did not exhaust
ali diplomatic possibilities before launch-
ing an attack last year against Cambodia
10 rescue the cargo ship Mayaguez and
‘her crew has aftracted widespread atten-
tion in the current Presidential campaign
‘and some officials of the agency are not
averly pleased about it. .

“There is a fenerawl problem the G.A.O.
‘has in its relations with Congress of
-avoiding being used improperly,” Phillip
S. Hughes, an assistant comptroller
general, said, “I guess I would say we
were used in this set of circumstances,”
he added. -
o - Fuss Over Report

The fuss over the report on the Maya-
guez incident points up the wnusual and
little~known role that the 55-year-old
General. Accounting Office plays in the
Federal Government. The agency is usual-
ly referred to as the “auditing arm of
-Congress’”’. or the “watchdog of Con-
gress.” But it prides itself on being non-
partisan and the location of its hig but

plain headquartens tells something about

its place in Washington. 1t is in a dreary, :
unfashionable neighborhood roughty half-
way betweem Capitol Hill and most of -
‘the Federal departments and agencies in
- dowmntown Washington. )
. On June 23, 1973, a little over 2 month
after the rescue of the crew of the Maya-
guez in which 41 American servicemen .
were killed, presumed dead or listed as
missing, a subcommittee of the House
International Relations Committee, head-
ed by’ Representative Dante B. Fascell,
-Democrat of Florida, asked .the G.A.O.
to make a study of the incident.

The General Accounting Office sent its
report to the subcommittee last May 11
but it was classified as secret at the direc-
tion of the National Security Council.

. Unolassified Version Released

*  Congressional sources acknowledged
that the Democratic majority on the sub-
committee. had wanted to make the find-
ings public ‘before the Presidential elec-
tion, and after negotiations with the Na-
tional Security Council an unclassified

. version® of the Teport was released last
Tuesday and received prominent atten-
tion in newspapers the next day-—the
same day of the debate on foreign policy
between President Ford and his Presiden
tial challenger, Jimmy Carter. ~~ 7

That afternoon the accounting' office
tock the unusual step of issuing a state-
ment that it had no control over the re-

- lease of the report and had been advised

- that it was released only after copies had
been sent 1o news organizations.

Yet when Mr. Ford was asked about

" the report in -the debate Wednesday

might, he said he was “véry disappointed

in the fact that the G.A.O. released that
report because I think it interjected politi-
cal partisan politics at the present time.*
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Thai coup may strain

‘smile’ of Vietnam

Hong Kong Bureau of The Sun '

Hong Kong—Last week's right-wing
military coup in Thailand could have a
sharply unsettling effect on relations be-
tween Communist Vietnam and its non-
Communist neighbors—relations that had
seemed to be slowly warming with Viet-
nam’s recent “smiling diplomacy” in
Southeast Asia. .

‘The Vietnamese, who established diplo-
matic ties with Thailand enly two months
ago, responded to Wednesday’s coup with
evident shock and dismay. A Hanoi radic
broadcast charged that the United States
Central Intelligence Agency helped engi-
neer the military takeover and said the
coup aimed at “sabotaging the friendly re-
lations” between the Thai and Vietnamese
peoples, :

-There was no immediate indication
whether the new military rulers in Bang-

- 'kok would maintain or break off diplomat-
ic relations with Hanoi.

However, an attitude of deep suspicion
and hostility was indicated in published
statements by police officials that Viet-
namese coins and other forms of identifi-
cation were found on the bodies of some of
the left-wing students killed in Wednes-
day’s battle at Thammasat University.

The implication was that the Vietnam-
ese were involved in what the Thai gener-
als refer to as a Communist plot to seize
power in Thailand.

Vehemently anti-Communist, senior
Thai military commanders have becn in
an acute state of nerves ever since the col-
lapse of Camhadia. Vietnam and Laos in
the spring of 1975 left Communist regimes
entrenched on Thailand's eastern and
northern borders.

The military suspects Vietnam -and
Laos of aiding the Thai Communist insur-
gents—about 18,500 or more armed rebels

operating in scattered pockets' in. the:
northern, northeastern and southern re-
gions of the country—and it lives in fear
of the day when greatly increased supplies
might begin flowing to the Thai Commu-
nists from the vast stocks of American
arms captured by the Communists in the
{inal campaigns in Indochina.

There is. alsp a not uncommon view
1hat in time the Vietnamese will openly in-
vade Thailand to impose Communist rule
there—though few Western analysts share
this belief. “Evervbody who has been in
Hanoi has heard the warning that the next
stop will be Bangkok,” one prominent
Thai—Thanat Khoman, the former for-
eign minister—said publicty a few months
ago.

In spite of unease in the military, the
successive civillan governments that
ruled for three years before last week’s
coup opted for accommodation, rather
than confrontation, with the Vietnamese
Communists.

Most top military commanders were
anxious to retain the symbol of a military
alliance with the United States by keeping
the residual force of a few thousand.
American troops manning the last bases in
Thailand—Utapao Air Base south of
Bangkok and the Ramasun inteiligence-
gathering installation in the northeast.

Last March. however, Prime Minister
Kukrit Pramoj overrode military objec-
tions and ordered thé closing of the bases
and withdrawal of all but a few hundred
American advisers.

Mr. Kukrit lost his re-election bid twa
weeks later in a district heavily populated
by soldiers. His older brother and succes-
sor, Seni Pramoj, who was overthrown in
Wednesday’'s coup, carried out the base-
closing plan. .

He made a Teference to being a “grand-
stand quarterback™ 18 momths after the
event and said his Administration had
handled the incident responsibly.
Carter Comments

Mr. Carter said that he had not read
the report but that the President had an
obligation to inform the American people

of the facts about the incident immediate- -

ly after it had happened. :

One acoounting office official said that
some persons. might wonder why “a
Hunch of accountamts” would be studying
such a military incident but he contended
that the study was part of a number of
recent reports by the agency on how the
Government responds to crises.

Indeed, when the accounting office was
founded by Congress in 1921 it was pri-
marily just an auditing agency, going
over the financial records of Government
agencies to see how they had spent the
money apportioned by Congress.

But in recent years, and particularly
under Elmer B. Staats, who has been
Comptroller General, or head of the agen-
¢y, since 1966, the G.A.O. has broadened
its scope to investigate whether laws and
regulations were being complied with, the
efficiency of the- Government’s. opera-
tions, ."and® whether the Government
operations achieved the desired resuits.

. . Staff of 3,800

. The agency’s professional staff of 3,800
is no longer just accountants but is made
up of engineers, mathematicians, statisti-
crans;. computer specialists, economists
and administrators as well as one medical
doctor. | .

" It was the accounting office, for exam-

ple, that helped trace the money that had
been laundered in México to help finance
the Watergate break-in. In recent months
it has, among other things, audited how
states and localitiés spent. the revenue-
sharing funds received from the ral
Government, criticized the testing of new
drugs, questioned the need for the Army’s
development of a new main battle tank,
and recommended an overhaul of the
grain inspection system.

As part of the legislation passed last
ear authorizing Federal loans to help

lew York City in its fiscal crisis, the
accounting office was given the assign-
ment of auditing the city’s finames.

Agency Injtiates Studies

The G.A.O. estimated that about one-
third of its studies were the result of
requests by Congressional committees or
members of Congress while the rest were
initiated by .the agency itself, More than
1,000 such requests were made of the
agency in 1975, compared with less than
500 in 1971, .

Although some Republicans have grum-
bled that the Democratic majority in Con-
gress tries to use the accounting office
for partisan purposes, the agency officials
rmaintain that they try to be evenhanded
in the investigations that they undertake.
Indeed, they noted, they are sometimes
criticized "because thewr ‘studies and
recommendations are regarded as being
too bland. _ X

And while the agency is regarded as
a creature of Congress, the Comptroller
General is appointed by the President,
subject to Senate confirmation, for a 15-
year-term. He cannot serve for more than
one term and cannot be removed except
for cause.
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UNITED NATIONS, Oct, 8 (UPI)—
Foreign Minister Aquiling Boyd of
Panama said today that President
Ford and Jimmy Carter were vacillat-
ing. and ¢onfused about the Panama
Canal and he called on Secretary’ of
State Henry A. Kissinger to settle the
waterway’s fulure before he leaves
office. S

Boyd told the -General Assembly
that Panama would accepl 2 now
treaty on the canal which did neot ex-
tend beyond the year 2000, but the
United States sought a pact that

said was the remainder of the canal’s

- Juseful life.

‘He said Ford ang Carter, in their
debate Wednesday night, discussed
Jtie canal question in a ‘“superficial”

would last 30 to 50 years, which he -

WASHINGTON POST - 9 OCTOBER 1976 Fg. 15 (12)

To Settle Canal’s Future |

manner. He called it the most ox-
plosive issue hetween the United
States and Latlin America and said ithe
can_did_at:_:s’ attlitude showed “great ir-
responsibility toward the Americap
peopie.” - : e

Ford said the “United Stateg “must
apd will” maintain complete aceess,
defense capability and national secur-
ity interest in the canal. Ha said nego-
liations should continue within those
guidelines.
- Carter said he would be willing.to
raise payments for shipments through
the canal and perhaps reduce U.S.
military emplacements, “but I would
not relinguish practical control of the
Panama Canal anytime in the foresee-

-able future.”

Troubles
in Cyprus
buffer zone

By Joe Alex Morris Jr.
Loz Angelge Times Service -

AKAKI, Cyprus — Aristodemus
Vassilia is'a wizened Greek Cypriot
farmer who lost two sons and his
land when the Turkish army invaded
Cyprus in 1974 and occupied 40 per-
" cent of it§ territory. '

He fled to the south, where for the
last two. years he has eked out a liv-
ing raising crops in the three-mile-
wide U.N. buffer zone separating the .
Greek and Turkish sectors. o

He was out there the other -day,
using a hoe to turn the earth around
newly planted potato seedlings under
a burning Mediterranean sun.

_**The United Nations only allows us
‘to go .one mile into the zone,” - he.
said. - .

" Lands he formerly farmed, deeper
in the zone, were lying fallow.

For the last two years, Greek
farmers have used the lands in the
zone — it amounts to 3 percent of all ~
. the land on the island — without any -
interference from the Turks.

... In about the last month, however, .
Turkish farmers supported by their
government and the Turkish Army
have been challenging this arrarge-
ment. “They shouted obscenities at
us, threw rocks and took our tools
-away,”’ the farmer said. L

The farmers -asked the United Na-
. tions to intervene. ‘“The United Na- -
tions_said they were not responsible .
and we were farming there at our .
“own risk,” Vassilia added. -

" Recently, the United Nations did
- Intervene. A U.N. patrol commanded
by a British officer moved' in here-to

" stop Turkish farmers who were try-

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER - 10 OCTOBER: 1976 Pg, 8 (12): -

ing to take over land that had been
cultivated by Greeks.

In what the United Nations later :;

called “‘a regrettable incident,” a few
Turks were beaten and nearby Turk-
ish troops fired shots into the air.
The U.N: forces did not fire back,
and fortunately the incident ended .
there.

The Turkish Cypriot government
accused the United Nations of attack-
ing its farmers, demanded compensa-
tion, and said it would protect the
rights of Turkish farmers in the
buffer zone. It added - ominously:

“The buffer zone is not a region that
can be arbitrarily occupied by the
Greek Cypriots.” .

Most of .the buffer zone consists of
Greek-owned property, and Turks
had not protested cultivation by the. .
Greeks over the last two years. Why

the sudden change in‘the ‘Turkish po--

sition? . ,

Some observers in Nicosia, the capi-
tal, expressed fear that the ultimate
Turkish objective was to seize control
of the whole buffer zone, raising the
Turks’ already imbalanced share of
the island to about 43 percent. Only
qabout 19 percent of the island’s popu-
tation is Turkish:

The pressure on the buffer zome.
also dovetails with Turkish demands-
for .a formal status-of-forces agree-
ment covering the U. N. forces on the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Turks do
not recognize ' the sovereignty of
Archbishop Makarios, with whom the
United Nations originally signed an
agreement covering the force on the
island.

The United Nations agreed to nego-,

tiations last year, and Turkish Cypriot .

leader Ranf Denktash expects a for-
mal agreement to be concluded soon.
If not, he adds, ‘‘we cannot agree to °

prolong the U. N. mandate, w,hi[:h‘exf SR

pires at the end of this year.”

The ultimate aim of the Turkish -~

strategy is not yet clear. But obser-
vers in Nicosia expect more incidents
in the buffer zone as the: Turks press...
their claim to at least part of it; -

CHICAGO THIBUNE (12)
1Q OCT. 1976 Pe. 2

~He designs
OWII Afbomb,
thanks U.S.

PRINCETON, - N.J. [AP]}—A
Princeton University senior has
designed what he says is a worka-
ble version of a nuclear homb—
with information gleaned largely
from public documents,

- John ‘Aristotle Phillips, 21, de-
signed a 125-pound device the size
of a beachball. He said it would
have about one-third the power of
the 1945 Hiroshima bomb that
killed 70,000 persons,

Phillips, who also finds time to
be the football team’s mascot,
spent last semester researching
unclassified material in an effort
to.show that anyone, including ter-
rorists, could build such a device.

.DR. FRANK CHILTON, a Cali-
fornia muclear scientist who spe-
cializes in nuclear explosion engi-
neering, said Phillips’ design, out-
lined in a 34-page paper, would be
“pretty much guaranteed to
work."

Chilton, who has done nuclear
weapons work with the U.S, Navy
and now works for a California
defense contractor, said he worked
with Phillips on an unrelated pro-
ject and talked to him this sum-
mer about the bomb research.

Chilton told newsmen that Phil-
ltps was using technology about 20
years out of date, but he said he
sees no reason why Phillips’ bomb
wouldn’t work.

PHILLIPS SAID his bomb would
need 6.96 kilograms [18.65 pounds]
of plutonium worth about $100,000.
He noted that an actual test would
be needed to prove his thearies
correct. . oo )

-Phillips 'said that graduate stu--
dents -at the Massachusettes Insti-
tute of Technology completed a
similar project a few years ago.
But he said their research lacked
the conventional explosive needed
‘to trigger a real bomb.

THEODORE TAYLOR, a nation-
ally known nuclear expert and for-
‘mer staff member of the U.S. nu-
clear weapons lab at Los Alamos,
Cal.,, was one of two Princeton
professors who worked with Phil-
lips on the project. The other was
Dr. Freeman J. Dyson, who was
teaching a Princetén course in
arms control in which Phillips was
enrolled.

:Dyson "gave Phillips “an “A”
grade on his paper outlining his
bomb. o . .

The United Nations seems unlikgly
to stop them. A senior U. N, official
confirmed that Greek Cypriopfarm—
ers were being advised to stay back
from disputed areas.

Ry
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‘potential as an inlennediary had been {1l explored.

would iL have been, T“: :rrt Uy od 3 dont Tord
accomplisheéd ils purps ,.mqh umaniunaiely only
after 41 American Jives had seen lost.

+ At the time, while supporting the Pr?:h‘rm S TESNChsE
to the Cambodians' iniolerable ur.m’u , this nows-

© paper asked editorially: “Did {}

et '

news of t‘t’ ship's sai

and crew by force? Was the farce whimalely use:d ine
minimum necessary to carry oub the roscue mission?”
We spocifically rrired the question whether Prhing’s

The criticisms contained in this wesk's report on ¢ e ,
matter by the General Accounting Ofjice Lh shot of
providing fully salisfying answers to fhere quaativns,

They do suggest, however, that Washing.on’s entirely

appropriate show of determinafion was not matched by
its diplomatic or military tactics. Ewven allowing for
pressure to act fast uuder the threat of uvnpredicizble
moves by an erratic vaponent, it now appzars that the
White House was at the very least inadequaicly informed
dbout the progress of dlp}om..uc efforts io release the
freighter and its crew. :

Similar deficiencies in communications belween observ-
ers in the field and those in command of the roscue
operations Jed to a combination of military overkill
and those tactical miscalculations which were respon-
sible for the.-high casualty rate. The American action
obviously lacked the coordinated precision that dis-
tinguished the Israeli raid on Entebbe earlier this year,’

“in a similar effort to.free a group of hostages from their

terrorist captors.

There are grounds for, uneasiness about the manner
in which Congress has pursued this inquiry. It is not
at all clear why the Political and Xilitary Affairs Sub--
committee of the House Internatispal Relations Com-
mittee assigned the task to the General Accounting
Office, an agency better suited to 2udits than to a
review of diplomatic and military policies. Nor, as
Governor Carter suggested Wednesday night, is it clear

- why it was necessary to wait 18 nonths before this

information became public. .
The capacity ‘of the United States to protect its inter-
csts effectively. but with minimum force is of utmost
importance [o this country’s role as a major world
power. This is a matter not for auditors hat for those:

‘_ in Congress who must assume respongibility for over-.
seeing American policies, . ‘
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103 stAirborne Undergoes

Crucial Test in Europe .
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Ford Disputes
GAO Report

By Michael Getler

Wayshingtan Post Fazeign Ssrvice
WOLFERSTETTEN, West Germany
~—The famed 1015t Alrborne Division,

NEW YORK TIMES

-|  On Mayaguez

SAN FRANCISCO (AP} — Presi-

JAMES KILLIINGBECK,

dent Ford has taken sharp issue with
a conclusion by the General Account-
ing Office ‘that hasty action and
faulty intelligence cost 41 American
lives during the Mayaguez incident
last year, according to the Presi-

dent’s chief spokesman.

"We disagree with that concle-
sion,”” Press Secretary Ron Nessen

told reporters who accompanied

Ford here yesterday for his second
debate with Jimmy Carter.

“‘The President carried out the ac-
tions in the Mayaguez case and be-
lieves they were right,” he said.
“The mlerval of time has not affect-
ed anyth g
The GAO report said the U.S. Ma-
rine assault on tiny Koh Tang island
in the Gulf of Thailand, aimed at
rescuing the crew of the American
cargo ship Mayaguez that had been
seized by.Cam ians, was ordered
despite pilots’ reports that most of
the vessel's crew was pot there but
aboard a fishing boat.

(See CAD REPORT, Pg 2

GEMERAL NEWS SUMMARY

FROM THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

OCTOBER 7. 1976

World-Wide

CARTER AND FORD clashed on foreign
policy Lo the socond dobats.

Jimmy Carter charged that under Prest-
dert Ford and Secretary of State Klsasinger
U.S. forelgn policy has ceased to reflect
American idealism, coating this country the
world’s respect. The D atic !
accused Ford of abdicating international af-
tairs to Kissinger, under whom Carter said
the U.S. has become ‘‘the arma merchant af
the world.”” Carter declared that he would
end secrecy in the conduet of foreign policy,
bringing the people back into the process
through ‘‘fireside chats’” and greater In-
volvement by Congress.

Carter seemed loss nervous and
maoare Jorceful than in the debate on do-
meatic issuss. He and iPord clashed fre-
qmtly. and the debate didn’t bog down
in statistics,

See- NEWS SUMMARY, PE 2)

which, won glory in the Battle of the
Bulge in 1845, returned to Europe this
month for the first time since World
‘War II and, in a sense, is still fighting
for its life here.

The Army's “Screaming Eagles” are
a vastly different division now from
what it was when its former com-
mander deltvered the famous re-
sponse “nuts” to the German forces
that demanded its surrender at Bas-
togne.

Today, the 101st is the ‘biggest and
most controversial division in the
Army. The official analysis as to how
it performed during several weeks of
exercises here will have a big impact
on where, if at all, it fits into Army
plans for the future.

In the past decade, the 101st, as an
airborne division, fought in Sputheast
Asia. But now, with the Vietnam war
over and the Army's attention turned
toward the Sovietled Warsaw Pact,
the question arises whether the divi-
sion is equipped for possible conflict
in Europe.

The 101st is the Army’s only “air as-
sault division.” Unlike yesterday 3
paratroopers, the ~10ist ' Division
brings ite 18000 troops, artillery and
thousands of tank-killing missiles into
the battle exclusively by helicopter—
more than 400 of them.

Many U.S. Army divisions have
troop-carrying and anti-tank-missile-
firing helicopters, but the 10ist is” en-
tirely composed of such forces, train-
ing in small hunter-killer groups of
heliborne assault forces that have
developed helicopter warfare into a
highly refined—and expensive— strat-
egy.

With so many pllots, it has more aof-
ficers than sny other division. The
way it operates and its huge armada
of helicopters help make it the most
costly—and force it to depend to some
extent on other units to hélp supply
it with ground transportation.

All of these factors have fueled con-
troversy about the new version of the

ivision, as has the fact that the blue-

See 101 AIR BORNE, Pg 2

CHIEF, CURRENT NEWS. BRANCH,

MIE-2% FOOND T0 LAG
BEHIND US. AIRCRAFT

L By JOHN W. FINNEY
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 6—After several
weeles of dis;ectmg the Soviet MIG-25,
Pmtu intelligence experts have con-

that the plane has a LBmited mili-
ttry mission and lags behind American
.sireraft in advenced technology.

When a defecting’ p|lot flew the plane
to Japan a month ago, the event was
hailed as an mtellulgence windfall that
wounld permit the United State.s to learn
the secrets of what Robert C. Seamans
Jr., then Air Force Secretary, “said in in
1973 was “‘the best mterceptor in produc-
tion in the world today.”

According to. Pentagon officiale, exami-
nation of the plane has not produced any
majar surprises, either about its capabil-
tties or about the state of Sqviet technelo-
ﬁ the plane has provided insight

the Pentagon on how Soviet designers
try to minimize costs.

The MIG-25 turned out to be heavier
than estémated by the Americans Its elec-
tronic system was found to be more ad-
vanced than expected but still a genera-
tion or two behind American technology.

Siuggish at Low Altitude
- At Jow and medinum altitudes, it was
ed to be more sluggish than had
been thought, and thus no match for
American ghters.

“It s now crystal clear,” one official
said, ‘that contrary to the impression in
some circles, this aircraft never was de-
signed to fight other fighiers.”

Rather, he said, the plane was designed
as an interceptor against bombers and
in that role it is probably the world's
fastest, hnghest flying plane.

‘It appears to have been designed to
meel: & threat that never materialized,

and thus presents an le of how
E ing and weapons production can lag

ind a changing threat and technology
~—a problem not unknown to the Penta-
Bon.

'r'heﬂ;lﬂage is believed to ha&; begel:l
originally designed to intercept -
flying, supersonic B-70 bomber. This pre-
gram was canceled after the shooting
down of the U-2 reconnaissance plane
M 1960 made it evident that high'?

(See MIC-35, Pg 2)
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o THURSDAY MORNING, 7 OCTOBER 1976 . -
GAQ REPORT ' "éON‘IINUED 101 AIRBORNE - CONTINUED MIG-25 - CONTINUED

THE GAO, the audmng arm of
Congress, conducted the study for
the House international military and
political affairs. sibcomenittee which
earher had held hearmgs on the mat-

It said that US. pilots had reported
that 30 to 40 persons who'appeared to
be Caucasians were abodrd a fishing
boat and not on the island where the
Mayaguez had® been taken by the
Cambodian patrot boats .that h-~d
seized it.

Despite this, the report said, the
local U.S. command made its deci-
sion to assault Koh Tang on the basis
of a report, the basis of which could
not be determined, that ‘the crew or ~
most of it was still on the island. It
said the command also had faulty
information that the island had only
about 20 defenders, and did not know
of an accurate U.S. intelligence re-
port that there actually were 150.

EIGHTEEN MARINES died and
50 were wounded in the assault.
Another 23 Americans, mostly Air
Force police, were killed prior to the
assault while being airlifted by heli-
copter from their base in Thailand.

NEWS SUMMARY - CONTINUED

Ford denied that he has run the country’s
foreign affairs in secret The President
termed the U.S. strong and at peace, and he
cited his administration’s diplomatic suc-
cesses in the Mideast and Africa. Ford as-
-sailed Carter far proposing defense-budget
cuts and charged that the Democrat had
said he ‘“‘would look with sympathy to a
Communist government’” in Italy. Carter
termed that statement ‘‘ridiculous.”

Carter alse disparaged Ford’s stale-
ment that Yugoslavie, Rummmia, Poland
and other Eastern Ewropean nations
aren’t satellites of Moscow. ““I would
like ?o see the President convince the
Folish-Americans and theQzech-Ameri-
cans and the Rumanion-Americans of
that.”" Carter commented.

Fard said U.S. toreign policy already re-
flects the morality Carter says he would im-
part. He added that the U.S. is pressing
hard for a new strategic-arms-limitation
pacl with the Soviet Union, sending food to
poor nations and trying to eurb the spread
of nuclear weapons. Carter, in reaponse,
charged that the Republican administrations
‘had overthrown an elected- government in
Chile, that of Marxist President Allende.

© jes that cooperate with the Arab
boycott of Israel will be identified, Ford
said. He previously resisted congressional
efforts to penalize such corporatdens, Carter
termed the boycott “an abschate disgrace. "
The Democrat also said he would bar trade
with Arab countries if they ahould reimpose
an oll embargo.

- -* -»

Ford charged Carter earlier yesterday
with making a slur against blacks when the
Democraiic nominee said last April that he
favared preserving the “ethmic purity’' ot
neighborhoods, 2 comment for which Carter
apologized. The Pregident also defended his
handling of the Mayagueg rescue off Camba-
dia in 1973, contending that a congreasional
unit's critical report of the matter was
‘‘partisan polities.”

A Carter tax adviser said that tf the
Pemocrat is elected he may propose to cut
the tax rate to 509% from 0% for persons in
the top bracket and to 10% from l14% for
thase at the bottom. Nevertheless, the most
wealthy would pay more because they would
have fewer deductions and’ exclusions, Jo-
seph Pechman of Brookings Inatitation satd.
He and Carter’s preas alde emphasized that
Pechman was only giving hia own mtetpra-
tation of Carter’s thinking.

‘ rb_ereted—suldjers‘ are clearly an elite

unit. That concept captured much at-
tention with the Green Berets of the
Special Forces in Vietnam. ’

The 101st is called a “light divi
sion,” trained to move fast’ i any

- trouble spot and. fight without tht

heavy tanks and armor of other divi
sions. ca-
In the demonstrations here, tire
101st Dut on an impressive show. West
Germany's eastern frontiers, which
wauld be the front line in conventign
al war, are hilly and heavily wooded
The-helicopters move in and around
the hills at tree-top level, e
They are extremely hard to see and,
when they move out to fire wire
guided antitank missles from 10,000
feet away, they seem virtually impos-
sible to. spot. The missiles operate
over 2 much longer range than the
guns of the Soviet T-62 tanks that
wouid be their main target. '

In Vietnam, helicopters proved yul-
nerable to Communist forces with
heat-seeking missiles. The 101st's heli-
copters have special paint ‘that re
duces the heat given off, and deflec-
tors that tilt engine exhaust into the
airstream of the rotors,. thus quickly
cooling it.

The 101st’s commanders believe that
whilq they would suffer some helicop-
ter losses in battle, their tank-killing
potential would be so great against
the massive armor of Warsaw Pact
forces that their value would be clear.

Gen, Wickham, in an interview
here, said the several weeks in Europe
had proved, in his view, the ability of
the 101st to operatc here as a flexible
division that could move quickly,
wherever nceded—keeping its aivceraft

C flying even in Luroupe’s bad weather.

He said the cntire division, with the
helicopters shipped for the first time
by sea, was moved from Ft. Campbell,
Ky., to Europe in about [ive weeks
and that it could be done in five days
using C-5A air transports.

“This is a controversial division,”
Wickham said, ““and a good deal rode
on our performance here. The evalua-
tion teams were looking over our
shoulder. The demonstration gives us
the best shake we’d had to show what
we can do and I think many of the
doubting Thomases will have less
doubts now.” .

P T

THAILAND'S GOVERNMENT was over-
thrown by the armed- forcen.

Adm. Sangad Chalawyu, an anti-Comrmu-
nist former military chief, seized power
eight hours after a campus riot in which a
right-wing mob killed at least two dozen left-
ist students. The students were protesting
the return to Thailand of Thanom Kittika-
chorn, a military dictator they deposed
three years ago to establish civilian rule.
Adm. Sangad abolished the democratic con-
stitution, dissolved parliament, banned polit-
ical gatherings and closed newspapers. Pre-
mier Seni Pramaj, whom Sangad had
served as defense minister, waa taken lnlo
custody ‘"for his security.’”

The new rulers said they wonlda't
change fareign policy, which has been
genedally pro-Wesl. An American ofli-
cial in Bangkok suaid the U.S. would
work toward gaod relations. with the
coup leaders.

The military government faces formida-
ble probiems. Thaitand has a high crime
rate, a Commuriist insurgency, difficult rela-

bombers were vulnerable to Soviet anti-
sitcraft missiles. With the B-52 and now
with.the B-1 under development, the Unit-
ed States shifted to a bomber that could
come in at low level beneath the coverage
of radnr

- Helpless at Low Altltudes .

A a low-flying bomber, the MIG-
25 s virtually helpless. It is not designed
to operate at low altitudes. Furthermore,
i’t was discovered that the plane does

not bave “look-down” radar penmttmg
to - distinguish a bowmber against the
clotter of the ground.

The mission of the interceptor, accord-

#

‘ In; ta Pentagon authorities, is to counter

the SR-71, an American reconnaissance
m«ﬂ,“ can fly higher and faster and
than the MIG-25. At orne peint,
the Air Force proposed to build an inter-
ceptor version of the SR-71, but that
prioject was dropped when ‘the Soviet
bomber ﬂ:rat was displaced by intercon-
tineptal missi

In somewhat the reverse approach, the
Soviet Union made a reconnalssance ver-
sion-out of the } MIG-25 interceptor.

In the opinion of Pantagon analysts,
the pslg;iggxwxdes a useful msnght into
the t-forward, sometimes ‘brute
force” approach used by Soviet designers.

_Unusually Little Titanlum Used

Although Dr, Malcolm R. Currie, direc-
!or ‘of Defense Research and Engmeermg
i Comgress this year that the Soviet
Union led the United States in fabrication
techniques for titanium, little of this heat-
kesistant light metal {s used in the MIG-25
and then only at points most subject to
henat at supersomic speeds. The designers
used thie heavier steel in the wings, thus
ptylng & penalty in weight and -perform-

. Rﬂveta are not necessarily ﬂush and
the welding is tand-done arnd somewhat
irregular, complicating the air flow
around the plane.

The designers overcame the weight and
fabrication problems by using two large
and apparently efficient engines. The

plane also carries more fuel than had
beetn estimated, again tending to- carncel
out the weight penalty.

In its electronics, the plane uses mini-
aturized vacuum tubes at a time when
American technology has shifted to tran-
sistors and printed circuits. According to
one analyst. the vacuum-tube circudtry
g) “extraordinary complexity” and

rﬂ]iantly engineered.”

: Example ot Cast Consciousness

is apparent,”one official said, “that
e’ Soviet designers are efficient cost
mgers who use only as much quality
ag is needed to solve a problem. They
mmmw%gommeexpenseof
Geveloping something new when we have
something proven and cheaper on the
shelf. They could come over here and
etach us samething in the way of cost-
ﬁmsclm:s management and design.”

The plane has zan electronic flight-con-
ﬁ‘ol system that permits ground control-
Jers in effect to fly the plane and wvector
i toward the target. About all the pilot
has to do is take off the plane and push
the trigger, which means that high train-
ine a:adards. are not necessarily re-

qui
The defecting pilot, Lieut. Viktor L
Belenko, has said in hs debriefings, ac-
to Perrtagon officials, that he was
epntrolled by ground units out to 40 miies
¢n an overwater mission, ﬂ:glnaval units
sherting at 60 miles and t he never
atuld figure out who was controlling him
i the intervening 20 miles.

tions with its Communist Indachina neigh-
bors and a deep division In wealth and view-
point Between urban residents and the rural
masses. U.S. troops based in Thailand rdur-
ing thé Vietnam war recently were with-
drawn because o! lelftist opposition.
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"Hill Report F aultsMayaguez Action

) ST Asgociated Press

U.S. Marliaes yere ordered to rescue
the Mayagues crew from a Combodian
island: despite reposts indicating that
the créw was no longer there and - with
bad _information abeut enemy- resis-
tance, a congressional report says.

“White Hoube press .sedretary. Ron
Nessen said in “8an Franeélsco, “We
disagree with -that edmclusion.” :

*The. President carried out the ac-
tlone. in. the Mayageez case and be-
lieved they were right” he sald. “The
intervd] ‘of trove has not affected any-
thiag? - = . i .

‘Theé report hy the Gemeral Account-
ing Office said U.S. jet pilots had ac-
most
of the Mayaguez crew on a fishing
boat_off the istand. But it said U.S.
commanders relied instead on an in-
ageurate report that the crew was on,
the island. C

It .also said - key plapners. of the
Marige assault on the island, Koh
Tang, expected resistance from only
about 20 Cambodian soldiers ané did
not know of accurate U.S. intelligence
thet there were about 150 heavily
armed soldiers there,

The UJS. Marine assault May 15,
1975, on Koh Tang to rescue the ship
and, crew seized by Cambodian gun-
boats three days earlier left 18
Marines dead or missing. Twenty-
taree Air Force men involved in the
mission alsg were killed in a helicop-
ter crash two days earlier.

The report was prepared by the
GAO - for the Democratic-controlled
House Imternational Political and Mili-
tary Affairs Subcommitiee. which re-
leased it yesterday with several secur-
ity deletions. The‘committee did not
say why it released the report at this
time, . -

It was harshly attacked hy a top
aide to Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger as “attempis to seecnd-
guess” the fast decisions officials had
to make at the time.

The Kissinger assistant, Lawrence

. 5. Ezgleburger, condemned the report

in a letter reprinted in it as “totally
inadequate arvd misleading.” -

The report, concludes;” as had been
evident, that the Marime assaunlt and
U.S. bombing on Cambodia’s mainland
did not win release of the Mayaguez
crew because it started after thé Cam-
bodians had begun releasing the crew,

But it said that “probabiv could not

MAYAGQUEZ. . .Pg. 2
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CIA & Air Force in Dispute
On Range of a Soviet Bomber

Washington (UPI)—The Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency has been
saying all along: that the Soviet
Backfire bomber is primarily a medium-
range aircraft — mot an intercontinent-
2l one — and thus does not come under
strategic arms limitation agreements.

The 1.8, Air Favce, however, is nct
eonvinced.

According to testimony relsased yes-
terday, CIA officials told the Jaint Eco-
nomic Committee in May that the entire
U.8. intelligence community has con-
chided that the Baekfire is primarily a
medium-range bember and can be ex-
cluded from the current round of strale-
gic arms limitation talks.

“So far, it has been deploved to bases
that have been used for the mediuin

hoamber,” CIA expert Edward Proctor
told the committee. i

“Therefore, we assumed that at least
in the initial deployment it is for the
same kind of wmission—peripheral and
antishipping-—as the. Badger and the
Ti1-22, -

U.S. inteliENCE EXPERTS HAD
BEEN DISPUTING Soviet =assértions
ihat - teh swing-wing bomber is a
medium range gircraft. By insisting that
i{he bomber can have an intercontinental
1vole, the U.S. has made the kircraft one
of the stecking points of the current
SALT talks. -

The Air foree still considers the Back-
fire to have u limited intercontinzntal
capability that would besemhanced if -t
were refueled in flight on a missio

against the United States. .

NEW YORK NEWS
6 October 1976 Pg. 6

Soviet Arms
Bind Economy?

Washington (AP) — Sophisticated
militery eguipment is costing the
Soviets more than American analysts
had anticipated, and may be contrib-
uting to economic problems in the
Soviet Union, according to Central

Intelligence Agency data released yes-

terday. .
SO VIET ARMS. ..Pg. 2

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
6 October 1976 Pg. 1

Brezhnev:
West hurts
detente

Adsaciated Press

MOSCOW — Soviet Communist
Party leader Leonid I. Brezhnev ac-
cused some Western governments
yesterday of sabotaging detente by
raising the false issue of a Soviet
threat. ’

He said the Soviet Union was not
threatening anyone and’ repeated
Kremlin positions that his country
was ‘“ready to reduce 'armed forces
on a reciprocal basis.’” o

_He -did not name the Western nz-
tions he said were undermining de-
tente but it was clear that his re-
marks were aimed at elements in the
United States, amaong other.

‘““Some circles in Western countries
persistently spread allegations about
a Soviet menace and are speculating
on the fear which they themselves
assiduously arouse,”” he said.

Brezhnev spoke in an interview
with French television from his study
in the Kremlin.: The interview was
also broadcast in Moscow, and a
transcript was carried by Tass, the
official Soviet news agency.

Brezhnev, 69, wearing a dark suit
and four medals, brought up the sub-
ject of Western claims that the Soviet
Union is arming for war.

He said the need to halt the arms
race had become yrgent. He attacked

- those in the West who insist that the .

BREZHMEV. ...Pg. 2
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SOVIET EXPLAINS AIM
‘OF ITS FOREIGN AID

It Favors Socialist: Nations.
That Support Its Pohmes

ByDAVI'.'DK.SHIPLER
Speiclal to The Kew York Times

has Pegun to make clear its policy of
{EIVing preferential tredtment in. foreign
‘aid” to those underdeveloped' countries

denying help to those considered hostile:
¢ The policy ftself may mot be brand new,

{expluined  in a recent séries of
statements 1san.e'wcqnﬂrma'amafme
pragmatlc political. pumoses that undm:]xe
: Soviet economic aid programs.

Moscow has outlimed a somewlnt Sub-
:tler strategy, but a . hard-headed one
nonel:he]ess First, the Russians have re-
| jected the thesis that as an-industrialized
’ ‘stnte the Sowviet Union shares with capi-
" - talist and former coloniel powers an. obli~-
gatnotn to- aid underdeveloped countries!
: Position Elpmned at U.N.

At the. United Nations

‘ "thmtgmlslu e o, Umdn and ot.her

e Soviet
mmahssmt?’gcomtma with those demands
:that' the developing countries Tesent 1o
deve]oped ca:pxta‘bst states, ml:] “the
demand for mandatory transfer d a tixed

ishere of gms national product” to the
developmg cauntnes by way of econonuc
,asslstamce.
. Socialist' countries, the sta.tﬂnent con-
I tinued; “do mot carry the responmbihty
| for the economic backwardness of the
develapmg countries, which “was. mhented
: by them. from their cokmml past.”’

Second. Moscow: has. stressed “its: own
{ economiic limitations: ‘“The possibilities.of
{ the Sowviet Union in rendering ecenomic
| assistance.are not unlimited,” the- Gow-
. exnment statement said. '*The Soviet state:
_of . course..cannot neglect the welfare of
- its owT people.”

Third, recent articles im. the ufﬁnc'iraal

' of fashioming a foreign aid’ program. that.
can. benefit the Soviet Union economical--
| 1y as, well. as politically. This evidently
meane’ gemerating manufactuning  and
tion cities in'client states that
can.then su
' needed consumer goods and foods, Af-
ghanistan recetved 'such aid. for a
chemical -and fertilizer factory and an
jrrigation project, and in fym bag export-
-ed; agricultural produce to the Soviet
- Umion. . .
. “International Division'of Labor*
i In Soviet parlamce, such arrangements -
are’ often called the “international divi-
gion of labor.” The current issue of Kom-
mumst ‘the- Eommunist ‘Party's. theoreti-
cal'j , plays the theme pramment]y.
PIt is: especnauy important now,” Kommu-
' nist’ declared, “that .the . socialist and
" developing - countries gradiatly orient
their economic relations toward.the. crea-

“With Unusual Candor Moscow Says»

MOSCOW, Oct. 5—The Sdviet Unich

‘that embrace ‘socialism and support Mos- ... |
icow’s positions in world affairs, -and of -

~but the candor with which-it hag- been» &

MAYAGUEZ. . .
Continued. .

. have -been known at the time,! and.. -
. sald earlier U.S. military strikes and‘.

. sinking of gunboats probably did.in. °
> fluence Cambodia to release the crew.

The report. says U.S. jet fighter

g ‘erews had reported.the day before the
. assault that they "had' sezn 3¢ to 40

‘persons who looked like. Caucasians on. -
the ‘deck -of ‘a fishing boat away from

the island.

* It'sdid the ‘pilots reported that al- -
though' they could not be certain fhey

had seen some or all the Mayaguez'

40. Caucasian crewmen on the fishing’
‘boat, the people. were.-bigger. than

Orientals. and ‘were wearing- brightly ~

colored. Western gear,

Tt said. the local . U.S. command. re- . .

-lied instead om a report earlier the
same. day that “all personnel appear
to have been tra.nst'erred to - the
'.is]and o
.The GAO. sald it was- unable to.
deteymine why the local command
_relied .on. that repori, but said, “One
might just as easily conclude. that ‘the
weight of the evidence suggested that
most or all of the crew was no longer
on Koh Tang.”

The GAOQ: seid- it- also . was unable
to determine why-a U.S. intelligence
report in: ‘Washington eof about 150
heavily armed Cambodian soldiers on .
the island; was. not passed on to plan-
ners of the Marine assault.

It guoted Marine assault’ personnel
as saying that “had the more accurate
information been available, che assault .
would. have been _ conducted more
covertly »

- press have underscored fhe- desirability -

y the Russians with certain -

tion of & stalbleandplamladpubmmm-

¢ pd ffeg.)wl Jew@ﬁaypal

ven more ‘e ely, e i
¢y of imperialist monopoltes.™

.Fourth Moscow seems to have developed,
= theory .at least, a sense of priority
governity wﬂnch nations -are. o receive.
Soviet. aid, This s essentially a political
¢alculation, tfhough it vouches ecomomic

considerations as well, “The Soviet peo-
n&edonotcmm.l tzhearsympaﬁhaes to~:
ward. the countnies” which ovient. their
development in a socialist . dipection,”
wrote: Iliador A:. Kulev;, Deputy Chairman
of the State Committee on Foreign Eco-

romic Relitions,. w&ndl-x is the: Scmet fnr-

e:gnmdagency
: PriontyforCountnesAlongBorders
By contrast, he said, “‘the Soviet Union
does not with those states that,,
gﬁms?rﬂm'traascin,menot Tepared
cooperation) Or pursue -y
Hostile policies towazdtheU.SSR” His

comments were
igswe of mremunnmail Life.

Nevertheless, the Russmis have: ulso -

mean. to Ching’s sou

- Bordens;
Hmve Teceived 80 percent of the aid,” ac-

cording’ to an Amencam State Depu'tnmt
stu:dy.
One of the' main beneficiaries hais been:
Turkey, a member of the North: Atlamstic
Organization, which was

Tregty:
a $650" million. cominitment in 1975—half
lthe total Soviet: outlay in foreign. aid for~

st,amons and. expand’ Seio
and afuminum plants.

in the October: .

3Cbntinued ‘ Cr

Umted .States, must be the- strongest

1 ‘military power in the world.

' ““We. have to perfect our defenses,
have to, I r¢peat, since we are faced
with the arms -race.. Voices sound

: ~-now- and again that NATO's leading’

power must be ‘the strongest onerin
‘ the.'world,” ‘that NATO as a whole
‘must be bu:lclmg up armaments and
.thus . éxerting- constant pressure . on’
the.Soviet Union and other Socialist
counmes ”

If other countries were really con-

+ cerned. about. the growth of. Soviet

- weaponry; he said, they would work
“*in earnest for reducing. arma-
ments.’
‘Brezhnev: also criticized assertions
. that detente benefited the bovxet bloc
mare: than the West. - :
: * “Those: who believe. that we, more
. than others, ‘need. comtacts. and ex-
changes in the economy, science and
,technolagy are: mistaken,” he said.
*“The entire volume of Soviet imports
) féom capitalist countries is less than
.15 percent of our' g-ross social prod-
uct?®*
. -On-the: subject of last year's Hel-
.sinki agreement on East-West secu-
rity and. cooperation, Brezhnev said
that portions of the “agreement deal-
ing with .international security were
the most important elements of the
‘accord.but ‘we, naturally, do-not un-
derestimate. in the least the impor-
,tance of: coopération in economy, sci--
‘ence. and technulogy in culture and
information, in the devélopment of:
.personal contacts and unplementa-
tion of measures of confidence.”

He did not' respond spec1fn:a11y to.
‘Western- claims that the U. S. S. R
'had been slow. in implementing the.
‘Helsinki agréements, particularly im.
the:area of human rights.

i Brezhney - spoke briefly of internal
‘Sovxet,development reiterating the-

“line of the 25th. Communist Party:
Congress in February that the par:
ty’s main goal was “safeguarding the
future rise in the material and cul-
. tural living standards-of the people.”
.. He predlcted that the Soviet Union
would enjoy “‘a very good harvest of
_Erain’ crops” this year, indicating-
“that ‘the 201 million-ton. grain target
" this year will be surpassed. The: big--
“gest Soviet grain harvest was 222
illion. tons in 1973.

~ BREZHNEV. .- o kg

: OVIET ARMS...
‘ Contlnued :

: procurement has fallen since 1971, .but

T is: expected to grow in the next sever-
al'vears.

- CIA -Director George Bush said, in

conhgressional
mittee, that the mew estimates om
‘Sbviet military spending indicate-
higher c¢osts for Rnssian defense pro-
grams, rather than an increase in the
_size of the Soviet ar senal He testified

1 o May 24.

In Ch.ma, the CIA says, military'}

]

t.he previously secret testimony to the |
Joint * Eeohomic Com--|:
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the postwar consensus. Watergate and other
deceptions undermined public trust. And the
recession shifted interest to domestic prob-
lems.

In recent years, U.5. policy has seemed con-
fused as to its purposes and priorities, often
improvised and ad hoc, and lacking public and
congressional support. Indeed the campaign
debates may reinforce this impression.

A report just issued by the Public Agenda
Foundation offers a more hopeful prospect.
The method adopted for the report was inge-
nious. It undertakes: (1) to identify the prior-
ities, principles and interests that should gov-
em U.S. foreign policy, as distilled from in-
tensive interviews with 70 experts, and (2) to
determine how far the public would support
such policies, as indicated by opinion polls,
analyses by specialists, and interviews with
some 113 cormmmunity leaders.,

On both -counts, the conclusiens of the report
are encouraging. Théy seem to me to show
that the country is ready te pursue an active
and constructive course in international affairs
in the years ahead, if if has trusted and in-
telligent leadership. ’
The degree of consensus among the foreign
policy experts was striking. With some
nuances, they generally agreed on the follow-
ing guidelines: ; - )

o The U.S. should give higher priority to
close political, economic, and military- rela-
tions with its core allies in North America,
Western Europe, and Japan, and maintain the
special ties with Israel.

I Many people here and abroad Tave been’
deeply concerned that the U.S. would not play
‘|its essential role in the world in this critical
period. Vietnam and other factors destroyed.

e it should pursue detente- with the Soviet

DECLASSIFIED

A new consensus on-U.S. foreign policy

By Robert R. Bowie
Union, and especially balanced arms control,
actively but more soberly, and seek to improve
relations with Communist China, but not at the
expense of Taiwan.

® It should maintain a strong defense, based

‘on rough ‘‘equivalence’” with the Soviet Union.

but not seeking ‘‘superiority.”

® [t should address much more creatively
. and sympathetically the needs of the devel-
oping countries (LDCs).

® It should give more weight to democratic
values in making and carrying out its policies.

® While the UN, especially the Assembly,
enjoys little confidence, many problems -—
energy, food, proliferation, terrorism, enviren-
ment, and the economy — must be handled
through mulilateral measures and international
agencies. : .

_The experts differed on the role of Congress
and extent of intervention to counter Soviet in-
fluence. :

The general conclusion of this group -was
that the U.S. must take the lead “in making
the world a belter place. both pelitically and
economically, for others, as well as for Amer-
icans.”” But this must be done with a greater
sense of proportion, a better balance between
mission and power. and more cooperation with

others, than in the past. Obviously, as the re-,

port adds..such leadership will require a presi-
dent of unusual capacity, able to work with
Congress and to speak to the country.

Such a.foreign. policy would represent.a ma-
jor shift fram the course followed over the last
eight years. In speeches during the last year,
the Secretary of State has sounded themes like
those urged by the experts in the report. But
the actual policies pursued in the Nixen-Ford
years have given priority to bipolar U.S.-Soviet
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MAYAGUEZ OPERATION
CRITICIZED IN REPORT

Speclal ta The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Oct. 5—A Congression-
ally spomscred study of the Mayaguez
incident of last year has concluded that
the Ford Administration did not exhaust
all dipiomatic possibilijties before launch-
ing an attack against-Cambodia to rescue
the carge ship and her crew.

The repors, made public today by the
General Accounting Office, a Congres-
siorial agency that conducts audits and
investigations of the.executive branch,
said that while the Administration under-
took a number of diplomatic initiatives,
“little weight appears to nhave been given
to indications tnat the Cambodians might
be workiqg out a political solution.”
The report was ordered by the Political
and Military Affairs Subcommittee of the
Housc International Relations Committee.
White House Voices Disagreement
The unstatetd conclusion. of the report
was that it had not been necessary for
President Ford to order bombing of tar-
gets in Cambodia or to send marines to
the rescue because the Cwsupodians had
already decided to release the ¢m><r and
the ship. Such a view was expressed in
various quarters shartly after. the rescue
mission. ' g

Tie White House press secretary, Ron
Nessen, said today in California, “Well,

= relations, with less attention to the core allies,

7
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and neglect of the LDCs. It was mainly con-
cern over Soviet influence that attracted atten-
tion to areas like the Middle East after 1973,
and Africa in 1976. And while relations with
Western Europe and Japan have improved
from the rock-bottom of several years ago, in-
timate collaboration is not compatible with
highly personal methods of conducting pelicy.
Moreover, the talk about food, global poverty,
and the oceans has not been followed up by ac-
tion.

lg:xppose a new administration did wish t¢ put
into practice the basic priorities and purposes
proposed in the report, would the public sup-
port them? On this the report is hopeful. While
conceding that on many of these issues the
general public currently either has limited in-
tereslL or feels uncertain, the analysis of the
data on public attitudes leads to the conclusion
that clear and persuasive leadership by the
President could mobilize the necessary support
for most of the requisite measures.

"If the polls are correct, most voters will
probably not cast their batlots on the basis of
foreign policy issues. Yet the approach of the
next president to these issues, and his ability to
clarify priorities and purposes and to persuade
the Congress and public will be critical for the
long-term security and well-being of the coun-
try. Judging hy the report, however, the next
president will find a potential consensus for a
constructive foreigh policy both among experts|
and the general public. The gquestion will be
whether he has the talents for leadership
needed to convert that potential consensus into
coherent and effective action,

Dr. Bowie is a member of the Harvard Cen
ter for Intermational Affairs and of the Har
vard faculty. ’ S

we disagree with that conciusion, if.that
is the conclusion.” T .

Lawrence S. Eagleburger, an executive
assistant to Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger, in a letter printed in the report,
accused to general Accounting Office
of “attempts to second-guess the actions
of officials acting under the constraints of
time.” Such attempts, he said, "'bring the
entire purpose of the report into ques-
tion.” .

Mr. Eagleburger’s implication was that
thi€ report had been released to embarrass
Mri. Ford just before his foreign policy
debate with Jimmy Carter tomorrow
night. Similar accusations about playing
politics with foreign policy were made
against Mr. Ford shortly after he ordered
the military operation.

The G.A.O’s report did not give the
names of countries involved in the diplo-
matic efforts to obtain the release of the
Mayaguez and its crew, butit was learned
from Congressional officials that a senior
Chinese diplomat in the Mlddle East had
made cortact with & foreign ministry of-
ficial of a neutral country and had esked
him to convey a message to the United
States.

" The messageé, as stated in the report—
with the names omitted—was that the
Chinese Government was using ‘its influ-
ence with the new revolutionary Commu-
nist Government in- Cambodia to.seek an
early reiease of the ship and “expected
it to be released soon.™ .

_ Ahlthough _this message was received
more than 14 hours 'ore the rescue
assault by American marines, the report
concluded that ‘‘he found no  evidence
that the State Departme}ht attempted to

_and Vietnam;, in the early momming hours
taken

. released before the rescue operation has

but were presumed to have beem .read,

verify” it. . .
41 U.S, Servicemen Lost )

The Mayaguez, bound from Hong Kong
to Sattahip, Thailand, was fired umhy
Cambodians 60 miles off the Cambodian |
coast and eight miles from a group of’
small islands claimed by both Cambodia

of May 12, 1975, and was then

inte the port of Kompong Som. The res-
cue operation. was launched late in the
afternoon of May 14.

-Forty-one American servicemen were
killed, presumed dead or listed as missing
n rescuing a ship and 40-man crew that
—it was later .acknowledged-—had "al.
ready been released, .

The fact that the crew had bien

been known. The G.A.Q, report added; de-
tiis on how American military pilots had
spotted the crew on a fishing boat and
not on Tang Island. the target of the ma-
rines’ attack, and on how the local mili-
tary command had chosen instead to rely
on another assessment that the men were
still held on the isiand.

The report listed what it said had been
several other failures to evaluats intelli-
gence and utilize it in military operationg
and Presidential decisions.: - -

The only information previously made
public about Admimistration diplomatic
efforts was that the Government had
tried to deliver messages to the new Cam-
bodian Government through the Chinese
Lizison Office in Washington, through the
Chinese Foreign Ministry in Peking, and
directly to the Cambodian Embassy in
Peking. Those messages were all returned

Administration officials said at the time.

¥
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Few U. S Aldes

By RICHARD WITKIN
An Iranian purchase of American-made
F-18 fighter planes would require dis-
patch of only “a very small number” of
Americans to Iran to aid in training and

maintenance, Thomas V. Jones, chairman -

of the Neorthrop Corporatlon said here-
yesterday.

The statement was prompted by con-
cern voiced in a recent Senate staff study
that Iran was becoming so dependent on
Amerlca.n personnel that it could not go
to war thhout U.S. support on a day-to-
day basis.”

Mr. Jones spoke at a luncheon meeting
of the New York Society of Analysts at
which the company disclosed that 1976
sales were expected tn reach about $1.2
billion and that net income
significantly greater than in 1975.”

Programs Differentiated

In talking about the F-18 fighter, Mr.
Jones was emphatic in distinguishing be-
tween this program and those that

. prompted the Senate staff warnings about
-excessive manpower commitments to the

Iranian Government.

He said that Northrop had sent "very
very few” technicians abroad to help the
23 nations that hae purchased hundreds
of its F-5 fighters. An aide put the total
number of such technicians at about 80.

-And the Northrop chief said the same

policy would be followed with the F-18.
Iran has said it wants to buy 250 of the
craft.

The F-18 is a new hghtwelght flghter

‘that is based on a Northrop aesign and

will be produced by the McDonnell Doug- .
las Corporatlon with Northrop serving as.
a major partner and subontractor. '

The united Statés Navy and Marines:
have ordered the. plane for carrier use,

. with 800 planes contemplated, according
‘to’ Mr. Jones;"
* “said “this* would ‘repiesent at -least §1.5
..billion for Northrop in 1976 dollars,
" The " Northrip - chairman forecast A

‘in the - initial program. He

potential overseas market for about 2,000
land-based versions of the F-18. The flrsl
of these wuu]d goydo Iran early in the
%! the required United 'St
Govem:nent apprbva.l‘ was granted.
Jones-sdid. he was ng 1mped[menls

view.largely. on. his’ company’

nel. with .the F-5..and,on. its promise t§
follow this palicy with the F-18.

the same Senate study that had warned.

Mr. Jones said, in this. connection, thzj“’

about excessive involvement in Iran hadq"

complimented. Northrop . for.. mmlmxzm.
the dispatch of t.echmcmns with the F
Qbviously, the Northrop ~ chairman’ saidy
the Iranians would have to be traine
to fly and maintain.the F-18. But mos
of this training, he added, would be don
in this country.

Reporting ‘on the -company's recen
business ‘activities, Mr. Jones said th
final third-quarter figures wouid sho
sales of about $320-million, an 1ncrease
of about 30 percent over 1975. N
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“would be |

itual United. States approvat. He'

13 deploymg a minimum of ‘persons’

I ncreasmg Despzfe Economzc Lag

P

- oo 3 By JOHN W. FINNEY

Speclu ta The New Xork Times

WASHINGTON Oct 5—~—The Central
Intelligence Agency predlcts that the
Soviet Union will.continue. its long-term
growth in military spending, although
perhaps at a more moderate pace because
df its lagging etonomy.

In testimony given to Congre.ss last May
and made public teday, the C.LA; said
that a balanced-development of the Soviet
economy had clearly geen
the high rate of defense spending, thus
Dresentmg the Soviet leadership with a
‘‘cantentious™ and “painful” issue.

At the same time, however, the CI. A
which last spnng substanhally mcreased

. its estimate of Saviet defense spending,
said “it is clear that the Soviets are far
meore willing than we. had. thought to
forge growth in' the civilian sector-{and
copsumer ' satisfaction) in favor of ex-
»anding military capabilities.”

“The testimony was by the Dlrector of
Central Intelligefice, ‘George Bush, and

other ngency specxahsts an the Sovxet -
Uriion before a joint economic subcom-,

mittee -headed by Senator W11l1am Prox-
 mire, Democrat of Wiscorsin.

M. ‘Bush. saw ‘“many .signs t‘nat the
Soviet econpmy has entered a periad of
slower growth, at a time when all major,
sectors—defense, industrial ’ growth and
consumption—are d.emand:mg increases.”

=z A Most Serious-Setback’,

-Lar: gely ‘because of. agrbcultura] cmp
falll,lres he said;, the Sowviet econe last
year; “suffered its most serious.se ack™
sitfee the Communist Party feader, Leomd

--. L. Brezhnev, came tQ power in 1964,

“We are getting reports’ of food short-
ages, particularly in meat, as well as
stories bf , work slowdowns and vandal-
isms in the markets, as the people vént
their ire,” he said. Mr. Bush added that
there ‘'were no “indications that the lead-
ership has seriously considered diverting
resolirces” from military 'to civilian use
in response to consumer demands.”

Largelv because of- a conclusion that

‘impeded” by |

Soviet military equipment is higher pnced
than had been presumed, the C.[.A. nearly
doubled its estimate of the share of Sovi-
et gross national product going into de-
fense. Its current estimate—which some
in the Pentagon think is stil] too low—is
about 11 percent to 13 percent.

The C.I.A. also estimated that in the
last five years, Soviet defense spending
increased annually at an average rate of
4 to 5 percent, The increase in defense
spendlng ‘just ‘about matched the growth
in thé. gross nationat product-.But last
year, according to C.LA.: estimates, the
growth ‘in Soviet .gross national product
fell to 2.3 percent.

Justification for U.S. Spend[ng

“The past steady growth in Soviet de-
{ense spending has been one of the major
farguments used by the Ford Administra~
tion in justifying mcreases in the Ameri-
can defense budget.

The United States devotes slightly less.
than 6 percent of its miuch larger gross
national product to defense. .

Measured by what the Soviet' ‘ilitary
program would cost the ‘United  States
in dollars, Soviet military spending last
year was estimated to have exceeded that
of the United States by abrut r0 percent.

Mr. Bush also testified that the Soviet
armed forces were now, estimated to total
4,780,000. This included: 371,000 assignéd
to . construction . and ctransportation,
330,000 in the*bérder guards, 39,000 as-
sxgned to ‘local military- commissariats |
*and- 12,000 in the Mam Political Adrmms- :
tration. . -~ .

- These assxgnments have no exact coun--
terparts in the United States, which main-
tairs a military force of two million.

‘Generally speaking,”” 'Mr, Bush said,.
“the U.S.S.R. lags far behind the U.S. in
the desigh and production of advanced:
electronic components and- computers,
and in some aspects of mlsslle propulsxon
and guidance technology

e
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3 Arrested at White House

In Protest of Nuclear Bomb

Three '‘persons were arrested -in
front of the White House yesterday
afterncon and charged with demon-
strating. without "a permit, US Park
Police said. ~ ’

Police said the trio identified them: -
selyes as Lee Bryant Griffith, 27 of
Baltimore; Douglas J. Wilson, 44, of
British Columbla and “John Doe’ and
said they represenied a group called
the International Fast which is op-
posed ta use of the nuclear bomb.

NEW YORK TIMES
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SOUTH KOREA LEADER SAYS
CURBS WILL BE CONTINUED

+ Special lo Tho New York Timaes

SEQUL,, South Korea, Oct. 5—The
South Korean Government intends to can-
tinue its emergency rl.lle which.its critics
charge'’is curtailing many ol’ the cwu
rights of its citizens.

Prime Minister Choi Kyu Hah told the
National Assembly today that the policy
of maintaining the emergency decree in
force remains unchanged in view of con-
tinuing threats from ‘the Communist Gov-
ernment in North Korea, The decree was , .
issued by President Park Chung Hee 17
manths ago during a period. of student
demonstrations and opposthon maves tD
oust the Government.. - o

*Rfr. Choi also_declared that the Govem-
ment ‘would’ not seek to tevise the current -
Constltutlon "Which gives President Park * |
broad powers Lifting of thé- emergency .
and revision of the Constitution “have
been tweo main ob)ectlves of-the opposp N
tion New Democratlc Party '

The emergency decre utlaws ‘almost
all political activities t hallenge ihe -
Government The Consht].m n, which was *

NEW YORK TIMES -
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Indochina Refugees Need Help -

- SJoeciat to The New York Times

. GENEVA, Oct. 4—The United Natians
High Commissioner for Refugees called
attention today to the plight of those he
termed the ‘‘boat people,” the Vietnamese
and other Indochinese refugees who are
fleeing their homeland by sea to escape
Communist rule.

Prince Sudruddin Aga Khan ‘told the
31-member Executive Committee for the
United Nations refugee. program that
many - refugees. were fleeing
craft and needed assistance once they
_reached the high seas. . .

“in fragile.

When at Sea, U.N. Official Says"

approved in -a national referendum in
1972, provides Mr. Park a virtual lifetime
tenure in the Presidency.

FThe Prime Minister's pohcy remarks

were made in answer to questioning by

Lee Chul Sung, the new leader of the
New Democratic ‘Party, who in an’overall

policy review called for a broad hberal-_

izarion of the countrs« s politics

5
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NEW YORK NEWS.

. Debate II?

JAMES WIEGHART

ASHINGTON —:One of the "proud per-

sonal mementos President Ford has

. added to the ‘White House Oval Office is a

handsome, highly polished ship’s. wheel, bearing the:
brass nameplate, 88§ Mayvaguez.

The large, wooden-spoked wheel, placed hehind and

slightly to the right of Ford’s desk,adds a nice nautical

touch to the rather stark white walls ef the aitractive,
doomed .. office. Bui
: . - : the: Mavaguez  wheel -
CAP‘TOL éSTUFF serves more than just

a decorative function

- —ik 13 there as a reminder to the former congresgman

: his national security advigers in that ¥ery samée room,
. sweating out the daring military reseue he ordered Of
*the Mayaguez and its 40-man crew.
To Ford, the restue of the Mayaguez End Its crew
from the Cambodian Commaunists last year. was i
ma]or military and fcreign pohcy trxumph.

not only freed the merchant ship and its men, it also
. severely punished the Cambodian pirates by bomhing
“mainland airport and dock facilities. It was:a heady

- personally monitored the rescue, and a timely one too,
¢ eoming as it did on the heels of the. humiliating,
foreed U.S. w1thdrawal from Sou‘th Vietnam and
_ Cambodia. .
Ford flaunted the rescue as a demonstratwn of: hxs
will and the nation’s power to honor' Amerlcan com-"
. mitments around the globe. The May aguez victory was
hailed by defeat-weary Americans as proof that their,
'count[y wag still ' eapable of projecting its military
i niight halfway around the globe to protect U.S. inter-
: ests, Needless to say, Fords popnlarity, which had
'p]ummeted “with : the Nixon pardon and the fall of
\ retnam, roze sharpl\ =

@
H Even as ihe toll of Amencan dead mounted in the
s days follgwing — .from the Marine sassault on Koh

Tang Island. and from helicopter crashes — and even
'AftE[‘ evidenee accuniulated that the Gambodians plan-
ned to free the Mavaguez c¢rew anyway, the general
eu{phorla over the ‘\.Iayaoue4 vxctory contmued unaba-
L €t

.f ‘Now, 14 ‘months ]atﬂx

fice reports that the Marine assault on Koh Tang was
ordered even though American pilots reported that
most or all of the Mayvaguez erew had been removed
by Camboddiin patrol boats a day earlier. The- congres-
‘sional watchdog agency made, thp study at the request
»f a House International Atfairs subcommittee which
»neld hearings on the rescue last yvear. Since 28 of 41
1.3, deaths stemmed directly from the assault, the
:the rescue effort.

With Ford scheduled to meet Demderat Jimmy
Carter today in their second nationally televised de-
tate — this one. specifically concerned with defense
ind foreign policy — it is more than likely that Ford”
\)J] be-guestioned-about the Mavaguez atfair. Carter
;8¢ already  eriticized wford’s handling of ‘the

$ he had with Playboy magazine, the former
orgia governor faulted Ford for acting on the has:s
of |r\ufhc|ent intelligence. .

“It's oovious we didn’t have .Ldequate ,ntelhgen;e,
Carter said. "“We attacked; an .island when * thé
Mavaguez crew was no Iongez there, There was a,

tract maximum publicity from -our -effort, so that’
ahout 23 minutes after our crew was 1elea*ed we
went ahead and bombed the island airport.”

The GAQ report indicates that our intelligence
may not hate been as inadequate as Carter believed. Tt
now appears that the assault oh Kok Tang.was ordert
ed even though there was good reason to believe the
crew was no tonger there.
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The Mayaguez mattér' Toplc A at

- from Grand Rapldx of the itense hours he spent WIth .

The joint Navy, Marine and Aif Force oi:eratlon .

victerv for Ford and Secretary of State Kissingér, who.

the General Accounting Of- -

GAO report raises new questions about the wisdom cf

aguez seizure. In-the now-famous series of inter: "

ith Americdn foreigh policy ifiterests mueh more

v
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BALT IMORE SUN

Hong' Kong—China's- tirades agamst
the Soviet Union have continued unabated
in the weeks following the death of Chaxr-
‘man Mao Tse-tung.

“The new tsars cast a greedy eye on

' Western Europe like a. hungry wolf with

. ‘mouth watering,” said a published com-
mentary last week on a favorite Chinese
theme: the 'danger of Soviet aggression
leading to a third world war. .-

..Distributed by Hsinhua, the ofhclal
‘news agency, the commentary outlined

" “the massive dimensions of Soviet mllltary

force in Evrepe and concluded:

- “The 'new tsars have mountains of gun-
‘powder in Enrope which is being kept dry.
Their purpose is quite clear . . . their gun-
_ pawder will set fire not only to West . Eu-
rope but also to America on the other side

. of the Atlantic. This is no longer a secret.
The tew ‘tsars’ have declared unambi-
guous)y that in a future war, the United
-States will becomne the chief target of at-
“tack on the main battlefield in Europe. .

“The long-cherished desire of the ew
tsars. is to destroy the United States . . .
-dominate the 'world against the U.S,, rath-

er than the reverse!’ The Chinese made | .

clear they continue to regard Soviet “so-

cial imperialism” as a greater danger to

world peace than American imperialism. -
The continuing anti-Soviet polemics ap-
pear designed to demonstrate that what-
ever domestic policy questions divide the
competing factions in the . post-Mao
Chinese leadership, forexgn policy is not—

so far—at issue.

| Among anti-Soviet thernes have been
attacks on the Warsaw treaty orgamiza-
tion, calling it “a tool tor enslavement of
these [East Eurcpean) nations, for intimi-
dating West Europe and contending for

world hegemony with the United States.”
- Another, dealing not only with Soviet:
aglgressive intentions but with what the
Chiriese regard as Russian perversion of
Marxist ideology, declared, September 16:
“The workers and peasants, once the mas-
ters of the Soviet state, have now been de-
nied all their political rights and subjected
to ruthless fascist repression. The enor-
.moils wealth created by the working peo-
.ple is.appropriated, artfully or otherwise.
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Anti-Soviet blasts lmply
Mao s forezgn policy lwes

By ARNOLD R. ISAACS
Hong Kong Bureau of The Sun

‘dered by them.

* cated that Chinese leaders stressed to him

‘by a junta of bureaucrat monopoly ea
talists to their own benem and is squa -

“The people have been lmpovenshed

. Their minds are beirig insidiously pol-
soned by bourgeois ideology and culfure:

with the consequence that corruption an(i

graft, theft and robbery, blackmail and

extortion, and . alcoholism . swamp _ike

country.” -

On September 23, in a dlspatch on’
perpower rivalry in Africa, Hsinhua open:
ly voiced China’s concern over an appar:
ent weakness in the capitalist West in the
face of the Soviet chiallenge: “The new
tsars have been feverisily steppmg up
their infiltration and expansion in the coi?
tinent by taking advantage of the appease-
ment tendency prevailing in the West”

... While continuing published . attacks oh
;he Soviet Union, the Chinese have also
made other gestures apparently plannéd
to demonstrate continuity in Peking’s for”
eign policy during the transition to

post-Mao era., -

Perhaps’ the rhost. dramatic of these
was a decision. immediately after the
chairman’s death to allow James
Schlesinger, the former U.S. defense sec-
retary, to continue a planned tour to re-
gions adjacent to the Sino-Soviet frontier
despite the iact that China was in deep
mourning.

Mr. Schlesinger, who was fired by
President Ford for expressing doubis over
the pace of 11.S.-Soviet detente and for #f-
ferences on the U.S. military budget, rép-
resents the type of anti-Soviet politician
the Chinese would like to see. prevallmg m
the West. . -

Reports from the Sch]wnger tour indi-

e

the same warnifigs of Soviet aggressive-
ness'and the same distrust of superpower
detente they express in their: ;mbhshgd
propaganda. .

_Despite the uncertamtxa clouding
China’s polmcal future, most Western ap-
alysts foresee little chance of a complete
about-face in-Sino-Soviet relations or a-re-
turn to the alliance of the two Communist
giants that persisted uneasily until the late
-1950's.

sire, 1 think, an the part of President Ford to ex- =

© vitally atfected in such high-stake areas as the Middie
+'East, South Africa, the Korean peninsula #nd Europe,
it would be unfortunate if dispute over the Mayaguez
v rescue dominated the 30-minute Ford- Carter Toreigm

i L . policy confrontation.
- Yet with Carter
much of ‘Ford’s foreign policy—at least in -snbstance,
it not in style—there is a real possibility that their
over Mayaguez
. important issues, much as the argument between Rich-
ard Nixon and John F. Kennedy over the defense of
the relatively unimportant Chinese offshore isiands of
. Quemoy and Matsu ate up so much of the time in the

; first televised presidential debates.

< differences

in substantial agreement over

may overshadow wmore

11-F
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WILLIAM BEECHER
Mideast
p‘éa(':e not

&0 distant?.

WASHINGTON - Accordmg to

conventional wnn'lom. thiere is no
sense attempting an over-all settle-
ment of the Arab-Israeli dispute 1 unul
the fires of civil war are dampen
Lebanon.

This notion has been held by top
US officials 'and by several Mld}dle
East leaders as well. But the conventi-
onal wisdom may, once again, be off
the mark.

For it is based on the premisé ‘ltAat
another Geneva conferente is bound
to fail unless both Syria and the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization are ready
to make major mutual concessions
with [srael. And while they are mired
down in the Lebarion war, the theory
goes, -neither {feels self-confident
enough to risk criticism for “4:avmg
in” to the Lsraelis.

Neither Egypt nor Jordan ctn éf—
ford to move out in front of Syria:or
the PLO without courting ‘éven
stronger Arab World censure ;han
Egypt got wh‘en it appesred .to digen-
gage from the common Arab military
threat against Israel in’ the Smal-ﬂ
agreement last fall. .

Thus no real progress IS pvssible
until the Lebanese crisis is settled, Or
s0 the wise men tell us;

.. But their whole concept was Horn
in the initial confused stages. ‘of the
crisis — a time, for instance, when [s-
rael threatened military involvement
- if Syrie intérvened heavily .with
troops. Since then, much has occurred
in Lebanon that has defled early pre-

. dictions:

For the time being at least, Syria
and Israel find themselves in the sur-
prising situation of pursuing roughly
parallel interests in Lebanon.

Syria’s strategy i§ based in- pn.rt on
assuring .that a radical Arab state,
strongly influenced by the PLO, does
not become eéstablished on Israel’'s
northern border. For that could put in
the hands of wild-eyed militants the
ability to trigger a war with Israel'ata
time and place not of  Darmastus’
choosmg, a war Syria could -hdfdly
avoid.

As one evidence of 1mprov1ng rela

tions between Syria and Israel, spring-
ing from their community of interest
in Leébanon, Israel is mow- opening itz
heavily fortified Golan Heights' boi'der
t{members of the Syrian’ Dris
nority who- wish. to visit relativés®{s-
rgeh military men realize this also
opens the risk of Syrian spies getung @
close-up glimpse of their detenses,

But this modest opening, mge&her

with a: similar opening of the barder
with Lebanon to villagers interested
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John P. Roche

A Middle East re-run

There hasn’t been an
important state funerzal in
Washington for some time,
so it’s hard to assess Chair-
man Kissinger’s current

standing. Maybe he would

be the leading palibearer,
but if current Repubhcan
sentimerit is any index, he

might occupy the box. When
1.asked an eminent Republi-
can friend why Henry had
been sent on an obvious no-
win safari to Africa, he

Well, Klssmger escaped
marination. The amazing
thing is how often certain
characters can pull the
same gig and get away with
it. What the Secretary did
in his “shuttle-diplomacy”’
in southern Africa was al-
most a precise rerun of his
Middle Eastern caper. For
the benefit of those who ar-
rived late, that shuttle
modus operandi worked as
follows:

1. Kissinger to Rabin:
**Shalom, Itzak. If Sadat,
the .scoundrel, promised to
recognize Israel, open the
Suez Canal to your ship-
ping, shoot Yasir Arafat,
and open the pyramids to
Jewish tourists, would you
be willing to evacuate the
Sinai?’' Rabin: *“Well, of
course, we would seriously
consider it, but there are
details to be worked out.”
Kisgsinger: “Relax, leave
the details to me.""

2. Kissinger to Sadat:
“Salamma, Anwar. If
Rabin, the stubborn hawk,
were to evacuate Sinai, and

make Ramadan a state holi-
day, would you agree to
recognize Israel and open
the Canal to their ships?®*
: “Well, of course, we
wuuld seriously consider it,
but there are details to be
worked out.’” Kissinger:
““Relax, leave the details to
me.”"

3. U.S. press report: A
senior American spokes-
man close to of
Secretary Kissinger states
that Egypt has agreed to
recognize Israel in return
for tl:le evacuation of the
Sinai."”

4. Follow-up press re-

port: ‘‘A senior official u-a-
vellmg with Secretary Ki

_singer says the Sea'etary
anderstand wh!

cannot y the
peace agreement, so bril-
liantly negotiated, has been
repudiated by both Cairo
and Tel Avfiv. \Vlhen lthe
Secretary left, only a few
trivial details remained un-
resolved.”

Now he has pu!led the
same stunt in- ern -Afri-

ca. The difference between
thé news in our media and
on Brlnsh short-wave was
striking. Here the five Afri-
can prwdents were depict-
ed as oozing moderation; on
the B.B.C., they were
sharpening "their luuves
Here, Rhodesian leader lan
Smith was joyously accept-
ing the supposed ‘‘settle-
ment’’ — on the B.B.C. I
heard Smith say the Nation-
al Front would agree to
gradual transition to major-
ity rule over a two-year
period IF there was an im-

in Kissinger's Africa

mediate and total cessation
of guerrilla warfare.

That is a big footnote. It
is doubtful whether — even
if they wished to do so —
the black leaders of the
“confrontation  states’’
could stop the guerrillas.
Mareover, they claimed a
two-year period was nat ac-
ceptable, and immediately
repudiated the Kissinger

deal. As his plane flew into
the sunset, a senior official
travelling with the Secre-
tary in essence said the
whole plan had been undone
by a m.istmderstamlmg over
small details. Small details
like the difference between
two years (Smith) and two
to three months (the black
leaders) and the continua-
tion or termination of guer-
rilla warfare.

In short, nepgotiation on
fundamentals (like surviv-
al) is simply out of the ques-
tion. 1 hald no brief for the
whites im Rhodesia —
months agohl larguetlll for a

program to belp them emi-
grate to Australia — but it
is too much to expect them
to sign their own death war-
rants. The odds are at least
100-1 that minority white
auﬂ'lontana.n rule in Rhode-
sia will be replaced by
biack dictatorship and that
the Moshona and Mambele
tribes will temporarily put
aside their differences to
butcher the white tribe. I'm
there is nothing we
can do to prevent this, but
surely no action of ours
should encourage it.

in jobs, medical help or family visits,
bespeaks a bold intent by Israel to
move toward normalization of rela-
tions that long smce has occurred with
‘Jordan.

Publicly, Israeli leaders glve lip

service to the passibility of mbajor bor-
der rectifications aimed at ending war
with its nelghbors But privately they
contide that they see little prospect of
peace settlement until the basic hostil-
ity of Arab leaders is softened. Rather

than a change of heart, they hope such -

leaders will conclude that Israel can-
not be destroyed militarily and that

needed economic¢ advancement in their

nations is impossible in the face of a
costly arms race and periodic wars.

Further, Israeli leaders insist an-
other Geneva conference would be a
non-starter so long as unreconciled
PLO leaders must be seated as equals.
The Israelis have, hoped that if such
peace talks could be delayed long
enough, relatively moderate Palestini-
an mayors on the West Bank of -the

Jordan River might become recognized
as the logical ones to negotiate, rather
than PLO firebrands from outside. .

Here again, events in Lebanon,
which have eroded the authority and
influence of top PLO leaders and em-
bittered their relations with Syrian
President Assad, might just open the
way to agreement on a Palestinian del-
egation to Geneva drawn heavily from
the West Bank, with a sprinkling of
some of the less militant PLO leaders.

None of this would be ‘easy -or
assured. For it to have any chance of
success, someone would have to per-
suade Egypt arid. Syria to cool their
feud. The United States could play
honest broker. especially after the par-
tisan debate of the presndenual race is
over.

But the prospecls are not as- b]eak
as they have been painted, nor neces-
sarily as distant,

William Beecher is the Globe's d:p-
lomatic correspondent.
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- GAO study criticizes
_Mayaguez dec1s10n

. By »HENRY KAMM
% e l!oTneNngoth'I‘lmu !
SALISBURY ‘Rhodesia;: Oct: 4=—Assist-
ant Secretdry of State William E. Schau-
felé Jr. and Edward  Rowlands, mmlsber
. of State at'the:British Foreign Ofice, ¢on-
ferred here toddy with Prime ‘Minister
. Ian D. Smith on arrangements for the
,pla.nned conference on’ the formation of
_an interim bu'acxal government for the
transition to biack majority rule.,
The &avoys arrived here from Pretona,
South Afriga, after several days of discus-
_sions in“Intbrested African countriés, and
returned - there  tonight. ‘An mformed
saugce’ suggest:ed that the day of talks
‘had ‘been: éncouraging but fdiled to pro-
_vide any Mint of what encouraged them.
He balanced this optimism by .pointing
~out that success could not be guaranteed.
. While they met behind closed- doots
with. Mr. Smith, and later with. represen-

- _tatives of various black and white ‘Rhode-

| “sial groupings, a  problenr emerged that
-is not within. their scope and that endan-
iré the “future: of the plan mediated-by
Secerctary of State Henry, A. Kissinger.
... ‘The problem'is the deep division among
-the black nationalist factions' and their
inability ‘so far to 'designate those who
would negotiate with Mr. Smith under
- British chairmanship on the functions and
composition of the. interim government.
. Black Meeting Postponed .
.+ Joshua- Nkomo, leader .of one faction
" of the divided. African, National Council,
announced in’. an angry and mmbﬂng
news conference today 'that Bishop Abel
Muzorewa, teader of the other faction,

tad postpmsed a meeting t! had agreed
. to hold today in order to a a united
front for the megotiations.

. Nkomo said he could mot wait the
»"two or threé days” that the Bishop had
proposed and was leaving tomorrow for
Zambia, Mozambique and, it appeared,
Tanzamia to report to the leaders of those

countries and to meet with Rhedesian ‘|

nationalist leaders who opemte from be-
yornd this country’s-
hife mot suling out a . mee;u-ng with
BlSth Muzorewa . in the future, Mr.
Nkomo docused the - other mnatiomalist
leader of mever having engaged in the -
war that e said brought the white mi-
novity regime to agree to yield. “He bap-
pens not to control any guermlla move-
ment,” he said of the Bishop. B
Twice Mr. Nkomeo :testily dLsmi'ssed
Bishop Muzorewa'’s em:husmsmc reception
on hig retum yesterday from 14 months :
of self-exile as “‘open-Mercedes politics,”
a reference to the open-top car that drove
the Bishop through cheering crowds yes-
terday from the airport.
Mr. Nkomo reacted- angrily. to the Bish--
op’s. accusation yesterday that Mr.
Nkomo was America’s choice to head mhe

{(See ENVOYS MEET, Pg 2) -

JAMES KILLINGBECK,

Pg 3
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2 LO OPENS TALKS

ON ROLE IN LEBANON

D!'EENRY TANNER

Special io The Hew Tork Times

mmmmuuuu-mm

. ﬂmﬂe&dem having their backs againet
the wall militarily, mre anxioud to get

& caagefire and a accommonda-
mmmtmmhmnum
dimm

. }MW&My,ﬂnwm
envoy of the Arab League here, said et

'ammmhtodaymmm

‘dmlkswmhvotvd-—heuwewmlgs—
ﬁmmmdsmdﬁuﬂsandbutween

Palestinian Weakness Clud

The willingress of the Palestiniang to
enter into the tatks, which are being con-
ducted by middle-devel offictels; is seen
here as & measure of their weakness after
the defeat they suffered last week in the
mountain area of Ain Tura nd Jebel Snn—
nin mortheast of Beirut
dislodged from long-held enuenched posn

f;mls by the Synan Army wmhrm twa
lays .
~  The Palestinians now hold positfons in

the mountaims just east of Beirut, -their
most advanced stronghold being Aleih,

- (See- PLO TALXKS, Pg 2

‘ship, but had been taken to the main-

By James McCartney
Inquirer Washington Burecs

WASHINGTON - A congression-
ally sponsored study of the Mayaguez
ship ‘seizure by Cambodia last ‘vear
concludes, in essence, that 41 Ameri-
can lives were lost unnecessarily as
a result of hasty U. S. decision-mak-
ing and poerly coordinated intelli-
gente work. - )

The study says that a U. S. marine
assault on a Cambodian island, in-
tended to free the crew of the Maya-
guez, *“‘did not influence” a Cambo-
dian decision to release the crew.

A minute-by-minute ' reconstruc-
tion of the incident, according to the
study, demonstrates that the 40-mem-
ber crew of the captured merchant
ship would have been released any-
way.

The year- long study, which will be
relased this week, was conducted by
the U. S, {;enera] Accounting Qffice
(GAD), an investigative agency of
Congress;at-the request of the House
International Relations Commiittee. A
copy of a 127-page report prepared
for the committee has been obtained
by The Inquirer.

The seizure of the Mayaguez off
the Cambodian coast on May 12 last
year was generally considered at the
time as a test of President Ford’s
ability in managing international af-
fairs.

At the time, Ford hailed the re-
covery of the crew, untharmed, as a
diplomatic and military triumph.

Affter the ship was seized, U. 8. re-
connaissance &ircraft spotted it at
Koh Tang island off the Cambodian
coast.

U. S. officials drew the conclusion
that the crew also was being held at
the island. On May 14, U. S. marines
landed on Koh Tang and boarded the
ship.

Tt turned out, howaver, that the
crew was not on the island or on the

land port of Kompong Som the day
(8ee GAO STUDY, Pg 2
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‘GAO STUDY.- CONTINUED

before ‘o,n, a Cambodian ﬁQMng ves-
sel. The Mayaguez itsell’ was empty. ||

The crew was picked up at sea on-
May 14 sbout an hour and a half
gfter the Marine assault began, 'and
there. wére immediate -questions
-about whether the assault had forced
the reiease. President Ford suggested
strongly that ft had. P

The GAO study, however, delcares

there was no connection between the |
‘bombing of the Cambodian-mainland |

two events, and adds that U.S.
did not contribute to .the.’ release,
&ther. e
“In . retrospect,”” says the report,

“the final Marine asseult “and the -

bombing of the Cambodian mainland
did not influence the Cambodian deci-
-sion to release the crew, -However,
certain U.S. actions probably did in-
fluence that decision; for example,
the sinking- of gunboats and U.S. air
activity in the area.” .

These other activities, - however,
cost no lives.

The report.says that the final death
toll from the incident for the United
States was 41 killed, and 50 wounded.
It estimates that 47 Cambodians were
killed,. 55 wounded and an “‘unknown
number®’ missing.

The report guestions ‘‘the urgency™
for the Marine assault — pointing out
that by the time it was launched the
United States had i destroyers and

an sircraft carrier in the area, and |

that “defense officials have not cited
any indications .that. was
préparing to attack U. 5. forces.”

The report says, “A postponement
might have reduced the risks. in-
volved.”

The study also makes the point

that the marines were put into action
so rapidly that “no detailed opera-
tional plan for the Marine assault
was prepared.”
- ‘The report says that evidence now
available suggests that the ssizure of
the Mayaguez “was inftiated by a
local (Cambodian) commander® and
that many hours passed before
higher Cambodian officials, in theca-
pital at Phnom Phen, learned about
it.’ . -

Fiacts now available, the report
says, “handly support a view that ex-
peditious military action was neces-
sary to. secure the release of the
Mavaguez and its crew.” ,

The repor also makes hese fcrit-
ical points about U. S. handling of the
affair: ‘

e U. S. aircraft gathered sufficient
information to suggest strongly that
the ¢rew members had been taken to
the mainland and on tre fishini vessel,

but that information was not made.

available to top admhiisn'ption offi-
cials in Washington. - '

e The United States déclined te
give weight to indications that the
Cambodians might have been-willing
to work out a political, rather than a
military soluton to the problem.

e Intelligence agencies. underest-
mated Cambodian strength on the is-
land of Koh Tang. Some information
that was available mever got to top
decision-makers. .

o Administration claims at the
time that they had broadcast U. S.
demands to Cambodia - apparently
were not true.

The report was particularly critical
of the administration on the question
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‘Pentagon must justify cuts
at bases, including Devens

Globe Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Ford signed a $3.3

billion military construc-

tion bill yesterday that
commits the Pentagon to
detailed studies justifying
the closing or sharp eur-
tailment of military bases

1 including Ft. Devens, " in

Ayer.

The new law requires
the Pentagon t& conduct
economic and ' environ-

| mentsl impact studies and

report the findings to Con-
gress, which will have 890
days to review the infor-
mation. DU

- In the case of_"’planned‘
cutbacks at Ft. Devens, the
Army expects to complete
a draft “environmental
study: in December. After
90 days of public heatings
and ' review, the study
would g0 to Congress for
amother  60-day period,
making it May 1977 before
the Pentagon could act to

Rep. Robekt F.” Drinan
(D-Méss.) and Sens. Ed-
ward M. Kennedy and Ed-
ward W. Brooke praised
the military base section of
the bill, which they helped
write.

+ The President’s action
yesterday breaks an.im-
passe on the Jlegislation,
which suthorizes $3.3 bil-
Hon in military construc-
tion in the -fiscel year
starting today. -

On July 2, Ford vetoéd
the original version of the
bill, which would have de-
layed by as much as a year
all contemplated base clos-
ings and cutbacks. The
House overrode that veto,
but the Senate Tailed to by
11 votes. - - .

curtail Ft. Devens.

PLO TALKS - CONTINUED

ENVOYS MEET - CORTINUED

a2 Druse community, which untit a few
weeks dgo was the headquarters of
Kamal Jumblat, the leader of the Ieba-
nese Mosterm leftista,

Meanwhile, residential quarters of Bei-
rut came under heavy ling last night
and today. : -

The only crossing point between east
and west Beirut was closed by Moslem
:g:ees after heavy firing and shelling in

area.

Civillans Reported Killed
Dr, Kholy, the Arab League mediator,

reported that many civilians—men,wom-
enr and children— e killed and houses

orces 1
Druse village of Salitra and Arsun in the
mountains of Beirut in the wake of

the Syrian ermy offensive last week.,

~ The villages had been held by Moslem

and Palestinfan forces until then. ‘These

were reprisal killings” Dr. Rholy satd.

“It &8 what usuaily happens. These

had ot been fighfing.™

Ang ?t;islﬁmms were driven firom
] v Syrmn Arnry, the Palestin-

fang and tire Lebanese Moslems in west

Beirut would e surrounded and cut off

even from southern Lebanon, which has

bemﬂg-xeir only supply route for several

The Pejestiniang thus have not much

Fomi-graigty: hmmgm? he Syrians
on is how h # bargain i
have decided 1o drive.

Bt s believed that the ta¥cs are being
eonducted by Abu Maher and Abi Mazen,
two members of the Palestinian leader-
ship who are living in Damascus and who
have been going back and forth between
here aml the Syrian capital for the last
few davys. .

The Syrian leaders and VYwasir Arafat

and his colleagues in the P.L.Oleadership .

government under majority ruble. “I am
n:otd engaging in nonsense talking,” he
said.

. Perhaps in rebuttal, Mr. Nkomo empha-
sized the refusal by the presidents of five
African states to accept Mr. Smith's an-
nounced plan for forming the interim,gov-
ernment. )

The principal African objection to the
plan negotiated by Mr. Kissinger, Prime
Minister John Vorster of South Africa and
Mr. Smith s the provision entrusting to
whites the defense and law and onder
portfolios in the black-majonity interim
government. N

Mr. Nkomo ifddicated strongly in his
news conference that he felt tliere was
no further American role to play now
that Mr. Smith had accepted majo$?
rule and that the British role would b&
ended once Britain, as the former colo
administrator, had convened a constifu-
tional conference. :

-There is also disagreement on the pa-
ture of the conference Mr. Schaufele and
Mr. Rowlands are attempting to %r-
range. The British minister said on er-
rival ‘here that the conference would not
be a' constitutionsl meeting but wopld
limited to the forming of an intesfn
government. [T

of the broadcasts.

“The Secretary of State (Henry
Kissinger) and the White House
stated that the United States broad-
cast its response (to a Cambodian
message of May 14) directly into
Cambodia,” the report says.

It quoted Kissinger as saying at the
time that “drastic communications
measures” were taken by the U. S. to
deliver U. 8. demands.

‘‘However,” the report said, “‘we
found no evidence that the United
States did- directly broadcast its re-
sponse to Cambodia.”

The Syrian press dnd radio have made
i clear ng;atml’::m Hafez al-Assad s
determi bring about & with-
in the Pai'esm'm'mngleaderﬂlﬁp. change

Shuffle of Palestinian Leaders Seen

It 35 conceivable, specialists here say,
that the Palestinians may agree u.mdgr
Syvian pressure to a shuffle of their lead-
ership. M

But it iy thought ail but inconceivable
that they will accept the removal of Mr.
Arafat himself. He remmins the “OM
Man’’ of the movement and is popular
in thé camps. v

Ancther key issue in the talks is the
timetable for carrying out the Cairo
agreements.

The militant right-wing Christians take
the- psotion that the withdrawal of the
‘Palestiniang inte the camps must come

iately—before anything is done to
heoal the conflict between Lebanese Mos-
lems and Lebanese Christians, who hav
been fighting for about a year and a half.

The Palestinians on the other hand take
the position that the conflict between the
Lebanese faotions first be settied and an
effectivee Lebanese govermment ratored
before they—the Balestinians—ocan. be
withdrawn.

2
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Wr’\KHB\GTONm‘I‘hé . 8. Mayvaguerz
- was seized and its crew of 30 became

prizeners of the Khmer Houge 50 miles
© off the -coast: of Cambodia at 1N
' a.m., eastem -daylight time Momday,
o May 2, (AN sdbsequent iime - vefer-
ences in tmg. golumn are mstam, or
Washington, tinel. -
"By 5:21 a.m. the Pemagm received
sketchy details and rgalmm the word to
. the White. Houso .ap. hotir later. An
" Amerfcan . Pg- mnnalsmance plane
took off from Thsiland st 7:30 a, 'm. That
was th start. o’x’ tae DSt ax‘raorﬁmary
bl United  States; ‘military  action sinca
£ ‘P-reszde,nt Jefferson refused to pay trib
i " lute to the Barbary Coast. bmrhts :
i
i

%

i - Confidential' reports and Pentagon
‘sources now provide a2 move complele
piclure than was awailable earlier of
/~ the aprration which cost 73 Arerican
T Hves, with fhree missing end ¥ woumd-
7 ed. 1t is & story mixed with world pov
er estimatas whils troops walked a
ng:ht rope ‘of constrictions  tied o
" Iehdnce and fatal bad lck.
The opefation was wways “‘dicey.”
‘ps one official put it. First off, our
fm-ces were limited and seattsred. Us-
mg, eqmpmamt sl porseanel from
" IThaflond -wag diplematically gticky. In-
srmaticn about the whereabotils of the
enchakt orew Wik néver very cloar.
One Tesult was thal in the beginning,
. differant optinna® weré ﬂ‘xraﬁeﬁ
- O of dhom fuggested imvixmg
" by hallmpmr dn ‘the Ma*’aguez. Alr

CHICAGC TRIBUNE 31 MAY 1975

The Mayaguez case: ‘dicey’ thruout

Force police were considered as an as-
sault force beciuse the Marines were

initially far away at Subic Bay [in the -

Philippines? and in Okinawa.

As airmen were moved for this plan,
23 died in Thailand when a big “‘Jolly
Green Giant” apparenily threw off a
votor and crashed. Counsideration that
the merchant crew might be on Tang
Island led to a decision not fo shell and
bomb the jumgle for fear of killing
them.

When the big copters came in for a
landing af Tang they were hit immedi-
ately hy intensive ground fire of the
Khimer Rouge. Most of the 15 killed in
the assault were in the copters of the
first wave starting at 7 a.m.
day.

The milicary tried to offset the ab-
sence of firepower fo hold down the
Khmers with a ruse to conceal the
landing spot. The copters made a
three-quarter circle of the isiand, which
had showed up on aerial maps as an ex-
{remely deep-bedded jungle—wilh ap-
parently liftile foriifications.

But the landing spot selected hap-

pened to be where the estimated 120
Khmers had concentrated their own
firepower. A Iucky shol caught the tail
of one armored copter. An unlucky 22
Marings were isolated on one side of
the isiand, while thelr main force of

‘2bant 149 Wwas on the other.

The destroyer Holt wont' alongside

the Msyaguez at 8:45 p.m. ‘as the Ma-

Wednes- -

rines dug in—~to report back at ©:05
p.m. that the ship was empty.

Fortunately., coinmunications were
excellent. The released crew was spot-
ted by the destroyer Wilson at 10:23
p.m. as the Marines began to ses the
need for ground reinforcements.

With the crew knosn to be szfe, the
Marine ground commander asked for
help so he could try to ge! out with a
minimum of casualiles. The sscond
landing wave, however, also encoum-
tered ground fire at 11:45 p.m.. and
another copler was damaged.

The force started with only 31 beli-
copters: losses reduced fhis to seven.
One was hit in going io rescue the 22
Marines. Small landing boats from the
Wilson and Helt had to refrest befnm
gunfire.

Then the Navy opened up its guns on
the beach in the early hours of Thurs.
day in order that those aboard a
downed copter could be rescued. It .
wasn't until 2:15 a.m. that the Marines,
about 213 in all, were removed tn the
carrier Coral Sea—which had arrived
on the scene at the 1lth heur 3t flank
speed. )
It is believed the three wmissing

Americans are on Tang Island. But the -

operation *was over when the 780 re-
serve Marines in Thailand weye erdersd
back to home stations. Secretary of
State Henry Kissinger said during the
period, “There are limits bevond which
the United States cannot be pushed.”’

“F‘DRD ~m  CONTINUED
mg 51,3 -dictator, who ghows no
mehnatxon to step down.
-Conscious of Spain’s strategic im_-
' poﬂance to Western defense and of
. the iwalue the US attagher to its
N :baaes heve, particularly the sub-
L "msrine base at Rota, Gen. Franco is
- l(akmg a-fough negotiating line with
he Umled Stateﬂ

(et ms reg\me has never besn
.tered or so weak. Marxist
A.Por‘tuga! next . doar is more of &
Tthidat ito Spain than to sanybody
in the northern provinces, a
- At -of ‘emergency has been de-
T elered” because of trouble with the
’ 'B”fst;uem The dispute with }Morogco
dver Spanish. Sahera is now ot flash
point. Split ot the seams, Franeo's
authoritarian state js clcse to phaa-
ing out,

This heing 4o, the timing of Prase
“Adent Ford's visit to Spain is ecans-
'mg perplexity.

31 the words of an astute Span-
. amd “If Ford's purpose in comiug
here §s to prop up Fraaco, he's teo

late. T€ it's to give a boost to Fran-
oot -successor, Prince Juen Carles,
; hefs" ton :mrl*"

MAYAQUEZ --

CONYTNUED

dians wa5 relayed to the war room at 5:12 am,
May 12 from the American Embassy at Jakarts,
Indonesia. By 7:30 a.m. the Mayaguez had been
placed under aerial surveillance that would continne
around the clock until ship ard crew were free,

Local air ecommand was under direction of a -

uym: command post code ~— named Cricket. While

diplomatic efforts were being made on Monday, the

Navy began precautionary maves in event military
astion should be ordered.
Quickly Relayed to Press

Military action was indeed ordered by the Presl-
dent. who elected one of three optional plans re-
fined from a larger assortment. The resuliant
course of events was relayed to the presd as
gquickly as action reports were recgived. The letter
to Stennis contained no new disclosures of mub-
stance. However, contrary to some accounts, while
ground fire from Cambeodians on Teng Is]and was
heavier than expected, the size of the defendin
force of about 150 had been accurately egtimated.
The Camhodians fought like veterans,

What will be of particular interest to Rnﬁman
analysts is the fact that the U.S. ‘was able in a
matter of hours to gusemble a strike fores of mwa~
rines from Suvbic Bay in the Philippines and from
Okinawa, a carrier task group and two destroyers
that had becn headed elsewhera, an gesembly of
troop-carrying and air-vescue helicopters fro-n
several Thaijland bases and. with sn. Air Force
weneral in on-secne command, condact a complicat-
ed “vertical envelopment™ aperation with preciefon
and dispateh. There was no rehearsal ne time to
gch aequainted. Ji was professionalism of high de-
gree and that. in military matters, the Russiana
understand,

2-F
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Weekend Edition -~ 1 June 1975

%ﬂﬁ TURES COLUMN M’

ft"? W YORX NEWS 1 JURE 19'?’5

@W BOSTON GLOBE 31 MAY 1975 (1L JURE)

t'ovd trying to hd? |
Washington, Mm’ ‘ﬂ_«»t is hauiiv hkely :
that President Ford found or even expected
te find any of bis vew pals ot the NATO
summit wession ovérwhelmed by the Ameri-
can recovery of the centatiersiip Mava aguey F
nm iy from the Cambodiane. The Bttt -
; oy military incident, ag history 1 3 T QW] :
118 bardly the stuft fo impress states. RICHARD SCOTT MOWRER .
men weeried about nuelear warfare,

J: 2 dead e¢inch che Russian military

MADRID — A place yunder Bt in March, 1957 c.maé e
» Been and are giving thouphtful consid NATO's umbreHa or, failing that, ﬂhﬂl‘v Squaich 15;0"1‘ the | Neutd.
the Mag r . . T Iere in Norway, thé then prirpe
b aynguer gperation. Wholly apart an upgrading of Spsin’s military e s g v

firpm the logui depened somewhat in the i >t . " minister, Einar Gerhzrdsen, an-
wftery ‘ reports, ne Maynguez § link with the United Siates 10 8 poupced, “we are of the opipies
ty observers » classic. 1 pull fledged  defensive  alliance:  that it will only weuken i\aALC) of

abu an be donz hy L %
Lcse vl’"’en a wh;:q.:g These are Gen. Franco's termsa for 51-1&1'; is ndmilted 2z a z;.imb*
3 : . - 'he Norwegian misisivy of Pons
5 has al . b g
N unt 6f the action eastendmg t},je 3pan.!sh ?;ag-;: de Affairs followed up witk' a. wag
;;;Elth;;;.’;lnlg:.‘r\:?r;gsatla::‘x):; with  America which runs  out . that if Spanish’ !!1'2:1\1&‘:‘
i " )
e r:;_r.ur))ll Osf défense to | Sept. 26 . propnseda }\orwe
tonpnis of the Senate Avmed N . :
hrev.* pages of statistieal :utm- Washirngton would prel‘ey to get
Spain into NATO; and this.is what

President Ford's visit o Medrid

L T letter, togwiner wuh 2 tog of communi p N s o owel
] ;i,mf, of the Pemrapan's war itom Em'nLuily cn) this weekend is all about, He will

hatmmp Military Comraand Center. provides report personatly on Ameriea’s ef-
time! an  Svisrvicw of “tha operation forts, and his own, to pm‘suade

he militery side, The latter is bure of fancy - ATy . : e .
Bhrgees or faneiful claimay [t telis what the mili- NATO's E"”.Qpean members '_tv.o‘
Gary people did riven 2 job to do, accept & Spanish linkage to the alii-

*he M&Ym\,\-c:c PErovEery was, ‘although small and ance, especially now that Portugsl

- swift fus'np' ‘nf Air Force, is sliding under Comrmunist con- . - ;

v fuce. Mﬂi e, and Marke Corps forees | trol. ol s 'z'ef-c::z;mzeri hme tma ]

L‘flL?i’;E 5 chq 'a.catb:.red ures for a highly me&mbership ia the nz!amac affiunve K
P “””;‘ﬁﬁ',ﬁﬁmf,’;i ’f;::fugngef‘goiiis’fmn: Spain bas never been admiited 1o s wut of ihe guestion as’ long &g
BoEnE interesidd outsiders -~ fur theve is clear NATQO membership for Lwo reasons. Gen. ¥rance, now 82. remains in

evidoree’ ﬁ!"{b 3 prevision can bn duplicated and Firsgt, berause of its World War 11 povsr: Bul last monih the Sgenisy

wepmnded eisewhere avound the globe recerd when General . Franco goveranmant  extracted Trom. the
) backed Hitler and Mussolini., From United States a promise that Amevien §
1841 until 1844 the Spanish Blue wontdd, make Mexurzosdinary efforis™
Division fought alongside the Ger-  th emab!wh = closer. w’atmnsh_m be-
mans on the Eastern front : i

,;t:-‘m'-{ #ll times veve convert-

q AWE”Q‘@
@‘g@ﬁi’@wf

Second, vecause of ity wondemb-
eratic regime. Portugal under dic-
tator Salazar was acceptable fo

ulv,o wams . gome ,cunﬂi !

fwht T:mw the focal on-gcene ; o - . : wroal nitio ny ths NATO

L howrs. The National Security § NATO because it hélpad the Allies. e w"‘ag ?nﬂt"r!b\zmou L e

atled-int iwn four times hy ‘:”req'- in the war by making available the - - : ' g

dent Ford during the seizore. -rerovery period. Azores istands irn the Atilantic.. :
The Chain of Commond ) ‘ N
The Pantagon xeport ty Stennis makes no men- For eight years afier the Allied

of the secutity :ounm! oot of presidential victory, France Spain remained
s, The mam of enmmand flowed Irom the ostracized. But the signing of an

1]
idgnt throurh e Joint Chiefs of Staff in the : g s . i 3 .
sune room to Ads, Noel Gayler, commander in nid-for-bases agreement with the z*n‘v

chief-wPacific 0t Pearl Harbor, to Lt. Gen. John J. | US in 18353, followed by . #cmber-
tmms. v“ruumbni I the :_h Adfr '[;‘ﬁrgf a(rl:c{ of %he #hip in the United Wations, ssemed
% Bpor sistanes {ivou ailan. at bi s " -

r\.ni\m»n *hanon, cl‘u-u in the noz'the:\g 10 open the way 10 accestance of a
that jongie conntey., regime the European de:‘nnc:lakli’a
oy area commander, Gen. Burns wus § despised.

volved in prepsring. optional plans for ’

b was {u romimend of the on-scene activi- “NATO nexii” speculated the

press with reckless orer ~L0

1 1gh {ts blmt&ra!
link willy the US it js. in effeck] ton-
bhuting o NATO's el’ferﬂwev.«-"—ns 5
Aout petting mueh in' velurn. & :
1y puaranty  w nh% Amgrlca'
be welcoxne. ir ll. {‘ould be
- seems un‘ﬁ(ely NAIO
uha” be prefenxd The
ot o

1 of the ship's capiure by the Camsbo-"

(Ses MAYAGUE?Z, Pg. 2-F) . tightly controlled by censorship;
flacted governwaent imn;;mg

i.F

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

&6 June 1975
MIMORANDUM FOR LIZDUTINANT COLONZEL TIFFANY/DR. GORDON

Subj: Some Southeast Asia cuestions g,—o[’

JL&E&,,&J /¢ 77'-#—'-«% o
Foik ,9 )8 Pzee A Klm 4*%‘::»»«4

v ga«éyuvdwm«
2. On what date did Prasident Lom Nol leave Phnom Penh? /\ oy
' 17

et 249t ~> [
3. On what date where the two Marines kKilled at the DAO
compound at Tan 3on Nhute Ctrein (2 /VW/ cearo 25 i €75,

1. On what date did Ban Me Thuot £=117

ez iy et des L%/W;MZ::(.;, O 575 em 2 Gl Ag—dc-;zn
CT{z77,‘/’ 4. “thich reinforc=d battalion weas sirlifted from UkJ.ncwa.
141 cy 2 to Utepeo? as it d2signated & biLI? BT 2/9 Yin W%
177 P ) _ - ')?ICC({ %’Wi
e 5. that unit boarded thes Mevegazz?z Jho was {€& commander?
Al i C7 2 g e C- )M/V Blep Iy CCL phecyno gt o) oty LM)MMc‘?”Z; i
- 6. That wes the unit compositiosn of the landing force at &Y
) . . Kobh Teng: “tho weas its commendéz2r? . N )
o e The et hom & T 72/v et R Z' F e Irlet FewdoeX Leeq 7
7. No =lisboratiosn necessary. oY clode of Dusiness Monday,
¥ b Y &
2 June, please. b il sl
. »WM
- i 5 v o V.R.
2 - Lol /é'éw Vi W7 / U5 FTC VR éfwyifﬁw—-/
"“WJWM,/ o [..B-F J o S I PN S‘
/Z!"\ [ e® é—( e Ld‘h.-a‘rL\’/L %m
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WENL RELZASE

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

MARINES RECOVER U.S. MERCHANTMAN,
FIGHT XKHMER ROGUE

Release No. DLS-159-75

Tel: 0X-4-4309 '

WASHINGTON, D. C., May 27, 1975 (USMC)A-- Within three days
of the Cambodian seizure of the American merchant ship SS Mayaguez,
U.S. Marines boarded and recaptured the ship and assaulted an
island during a search for the vessel's crew.

Recovery of the American freighter was not without cost:

11 Marines were killed in action, along with twb U.S. airmen
- and two Navy corpsmen. Another three Marines are listed as
. missing in action while 41 are carried as wounded. A total of

nine Navy men and airmen were wounded in the fray which took
. piace on Cambodia's Koh Tang Island where Mayaguez was anchored.

Mayaguez was fired on and seized May 12 while steaming
60 miles off the Cambodian coast and approximately eight miles
from the island of Poulo Wai, 35 miles Southwest of Koh Tang
Island.

Events leading to the ship's recoveryvbegan with diplomatic
efforts to obtain the release of Mayaguez and her crew. During
this tense period, more than 1,000 Marines were flown from Okinawa
to a U.S. base in Thailand in the event force was needed to

recapture the ship.

- more -
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Meanwhile, U.S. recon planes kept close tabs on thé ship,
When these planes came under fire, and indications of attempts
to move Mayaguez' crew were observed, U.S. aircraft in the area
attacked several Cambodian gunboats, sinking three, in an effort
to isolate Koh Tang Island from the mainland.

When two days of diplomatic maneuvers failed to release
the ship and crew, President Ford ordered a land-sea-air assault
by combined U.S. forces.

A total of 288 Marines, aboard Air Force "Jolly Green Giant"
helicopters, were dispatched to the area in the early hours of
May 15. Three helicopters lowered an infantry platoon of 48 Marines

aboard the destroyer escort USS Harold E. Holt, one of several
Navy ships that had arrived near Koh Tang Island.

The reﬁaining copters flew to Koh Tang where heavy fire was
encounteréd'as 112 riflemen from the 9th Marines were landed
commencing at 6:09 a.m, in three landing zones on the island's
northern end. Another 127 Marines landed later that day, bringing
the total number of Marines on the island up to 240. (While plans
called for Marines to secure the entire island looking for the
captured crew, iater developments made this unnecessary.)

‘At the same time, U.S. Air Force aircraft, joined later by
planes from the carrier USS Coral Sea, ana guns of the guided
missile destrover USS Henry B. Wilson, part of the Navy's armada

at the scene, were supporting the Marine beachhead.

- more -
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Meanwhile, Holt went along side Mayaguez, which was 1lying
dead in the water. In short order, Marines boarded the captured
éhip, rail-to-rail, as they did 200 years ago. It was vacant,
but warm plates of food in the galley indicated a hasty enemy
departure. |

Back on Koh Tang, Marines consolidated their positions,
searching for the captured crew. These plans were quickly changed,
however, when it was learned the crew had been released and made
its way to Wilson aboard a Thai fishing vessel which the Khmer
Rouge had earlier pirated.

The Marines were ordered to cease offensive operations and
withdraw, but a quick‘evacuation was not possible because of intense
enemy fire. |

The problem was soived by Naval gunfire and heavy air attacks
on the Cambodians' jungle positions. The hostile fire was beaten
~down, and under cover of darknmess, helicopters began removing
the Marines to Coral Sea. The last Marine was removed 14 hours and
8 minutes after the initial assault.

President Ford announced the recapture of the ship and recovery
of the crew on national television. "I wish to express my
appreciation and that of the entire nation," he said, 'to the units
and men who participated in these operations for their valor and |
sacrifice."

Defense Secretary James R. Schlesinger called the operation
"eminently successful" and praised the professional skill of the

Marines involved.

- USMC -
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in Mayaguez Rescue

&

§F _AEeashioglon Post B1al! Viriier F 1

“The official toll of U.S. i
servicemen EZnown to have &
+ heen kiiled In the effort to .
{recapture * the American
4 merchant ship SS Mayaguer

™ e

"

<

climbed to 15 yesterday, the

Pentagon announced. .
Three other servicemen !

officially are listed as miss-

 ing in action, though De-
* fense- Department

spokes-

" man Joseph Laitin acknowl
- edged that “there is little
= likelihood” that thzse men
- are still alive,

. 'Therefore, almost six days
after U.S. Marines, Air
Force helicopter crews and
Navy ships went into a 15-
hour hattle to try to recover
the Mayagucz and f{ree its
crew, the final total cost in
U.S. lives appears to be 18.
The official figure of 13
dead-—11 Marines, two air-
men and two sailors—re.
leased by the Pentagon ves -
terday is considerably
higher than the preliminary
figure of five dead disclosed ;
last Sunday by Deiense Sec- ¢
retary James R. Schlesinzer.

§

. Laitin .said another 50
servicemen—i 1. Marines,
seven airmen and two sail-
ors-—were wounded, but that
only twn were hurt seriously
and that both of these were
expecled to recover The-
wounded toll it considerabiv
helow ihe figure of 70-80:
used by Schlesinger Sunday. ,

The Defense Department-
has zaid that the Marines"
used in the battle wound up-
heing seattered over several
different recovery ships and
at other basez inm Thailand,
delaying an accurate count.

- Laitin said yesterday that
there could still he some
“minor adjustment” to the
figures but the - totals now
relezsed were *as close to fi-
nal as possible.”

Now at 15 D

* In_the early ‘stages ' of'

pianning lo recaptuve the

ship, according to Pentagon
sources. the only assault--
trzined U.S. troops in Thai-
land were a continZen{ of
air policemen and there was.
some thought of using these
troops fast to board the
ship. Ninetlcen of them were
beinz moved aboard the: hel-
icopter from bases in .\"orth:
‘srny Thailand to tlie big Thai
base at Utapao, much closer
to the Cambodian coast,
when the copter, with a
crew of four, crashed. '[:he
plan te use the air pnhge-
was eventually dropped in
favor of using Marines.
The French press agency,

ac

P N S,

L R N R P

———

Cdr. S Michael Roge;;r; of.

the” U.S. destrayer Wilson,
‘Which picked up- the Maya. .

8uez crew members after

they were releaseq by the
Cambodians, toid reporters
that the Thai fishing boat
that brought the crewmen
out to the Wilson was inj.
tially thought to be a. Cam-
bodian gunboat.+

}.Ie said, aceording 1o
United Press International.
fhe Wilson wag preparing to
torce the gunboat awav
when U.5. spotter planes re-
Ported men- waving white
flags aboard. Thus, it ap-
peared that one more stroke
of luck kept the Mayaguez
crew free of serious injury.
The crew narrowly escaped

av i Laitin said 13 of the dead + . . e T P
/::: (il;: ds e:i?ézr, stttille! Pren’:)ti?t;  were killed in a helicopter quoting unidentified sources ;2{“}"'5’13'*“{!1 an alert U.8, pi.
pre!iminar;" estimates of crash just off the heach on of the new Cambodian Zov-- e ti: his firé after spot-
" only one killed 7 * Tang Island where the Ma- crnment.  reported  from b 1€ them a few days carlier
¢ However, in these earlier! Tines were invading. An- Paris yesierday that 30 U.S. aglonagd i b shore
- aecountings, the number of other airman died in an- troups had been killed or gunbr ¢ another Cambodia
men ndssfn:;; and presumed other chopper crash and an- o ) S "T::\" drew ~ :
lost v-zs miuck hizher. The  Other Marine was killed in _ shouting: “:ﬁé“ alUi\lgSlde
s {sci Far & battle on the island. P s are \meri-
316 men rrlegirxgdtha:SSetglc: The three missing Ma- nvnfndcd in the.E aszault. ) 1ﬁ;ms. We are the crew of the
fﬁal:ig enro:-lege:x;lesceﬁgc; Lg:)“‘a): rines. according to eyewit-  Fifteen  Marines wounded "avaguez. It's good o see
‘to three. all of therm Ma. ness reports, were il known in the Mayaguee operation {I"g-‘gf{({‘%"tt‘) see” the old
‘rines. TERL T to nave been fighting on the 0 were given Purple Heart i, Navy,”” Rogers said.,
-ines. -~ . ) s e « it :
“In an attempt to explzin isiand and were last seen on_ medals in the Phlhp‘pme.% men eki};fﬂ(;agons latest list of
“the sharp switch from miss the island. according to ’ incident'e in the Mayague::
-ing to known dead. Laitin La"‘t"" . = ——— - Marine Corps
“said there apparently had But all eyewitness e’  vesterday after the aireraft Dic. Dariel . Seqi it of Auburn,
‘been some “double-count- - . . earrier Coral S i Pic n Blessing cf Ven-aster. Py,
. C ie-C o ——— ral Scu. w " Pic. Walter 3oyd S Ta.
ing” in the earlier listing of parts so far indicate that no.  Marines aboard, arril»tgd“,;ct Pe';?_;s'_e"ecmddﬁ?gowo'S.N%zg'ekn'ha{:} of
. the missing. American fighting men were! - the biz US. basa at Subie Lance Col. Ardres Garcia of Carisad,
The confusion and delay left alive on the beach.” '~ay. S e N semes 4. Jacases o ’
in getting an accurate casu- Laitin  added, suggesting ’ e v RIS Aymes TR Nemwal o e Sste
-alty figure released brought.  that the bodies of the miss- - ’ D_qu,’ RIchard W. Rivenbursh of Sap
ic di . . : ' ati iego,, £oi 0.
a public display of annov ing men may still be on the P ‘;fomg R. Sandoval of Son Ane

ance with the Pentagon
from President Ford's piess :

-*spokesman on Monday. -

-

island.
Actually, the indirect toll
of dead servicemen in the

tonlo, Te.

of Blrwfngh.m, Ala,

Pic. Kelfon R, Lu.rner of Loz Angeles,

Horcial Corosm=n 4 Berparg Gause

5 'I;’elntagon (l;ffic{als t!i’“", Mayaguez episode includes ylossilaiman “Rondls 3. Manning of
vately are claiming that 23 other U.S. airmen killed * Tnese wers in aaaition 1
. . j ) =~ cr U.o. 5 . *dead anm | jpaddition to the tiree
they. too, are annoyed. in a helicopter crash in o SIS M et
mostly at the Marines for an Thailand May 13, before- . EM Buckland, ‘Mass. scer
' 5 £. Rum.:

allegedly slow count.
- The Pentagon, however,

denies that an accurate cas- - -

uwalty toll was delayed on -
purpose so as not to take '
the glow of success off ini-
tial reports of the recapture .
. of the vessel and release of °
its 39man crew. The Mava- .
. guez was seized by Cambo-
. dian forces May 13 Cambo- .
 diantime. ..

\

\ . tnehinatan Dnst

Fadl

17.S. military action gof un-
dAer vway. ..

21 Hhy o 1a7n
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- WASHINGTON — After a week of con-
fused casualty reports, the -final toll in
the Mayaguez rescue operation appears
to be 15 dead, 50 wounded and three
missing. :
Eleven of the KIAs are Marines and
there are two each from the Navy and
Air Force. Forty-one of the WIAs are Ma-
rines, seven are Air Force and two are

avy. ,
All the MIAs are Marines who were

lost during the fighting on Koh Tang is-

land. A Pentagon spokesman said there
was “little likelihood” they were alive.

“All eyewitness reports so far indicate
that no American fighting men were left
alive on the beach,” spokesman Joseph
Laitin said.

Another official pointed out that it was
unlikely Cambodia would keep secret the
fact that it held a prisoner, if an Ameri-
can had been captured.

At press time, the names of all the
dead and missing had been released and
the two Navy wounded were identified.

But only 15 of the WIA Marines had been -

named. All available names are listed
below.

ONLY TWO of the men were seriously
wounded, the Pentagon said, and both
were expected to recover. One is an Air
Force man and the other is Marine LCpl,
Kenneth J. Fry, who was meritoriously
promoted to that grade at his hospital
bed at Clark AB, in the Philippines.

One of the Marine dead, Bspl. Ashton

t
N. Loney, was killed on the island and
his body left behind. The others died
when their helicopter crashed at sea
after being hit by gunfire.

In a Subic Bay press conference, Li.
Col. Randall Austin talked about the
Cambodian resistance. He's CO of the 2d
Bn., 9th Marines — the unit hastily air-
lifted from Okinawa for the operation —
and accompanied his battalion’s Co. G on
the assault.

“There was very heavy combat” from
the estimated_150 Cambodians on the
island, he said. *“It was a classic heli-
borne assault in which, unfortunately, we
encountered heavy fire once on the
ground.

“There were many instances when the
enemy threw hand grenades and our
forces picked them up and threw them
back,” Austin said.

HE ESTIMATED that about 25 Cambo-
dians were killed.

“There was no exact intelligence on
the whereabouts of the Mayaguez crew
on the island,” Austin said. “We were
just going lo look for the crew members
of the Mayaguez, using standard tech-
nigues once we were on the island, in
places where they were likely to be. My
orders were to land and rescue the crew
members.”

All the Navy dead and wounded are
corpsmen. Killed were Hospital Corps-

“an Second Bernard Gause and
Iespitalman Ronald J. Manning. Wound-

ed are Hospital Corpsman Third Stephen
J. Poore and Hospitalman David J. Foley.
The Marine KlAs in addition to Loney
are:
PFCs Daniel A. Benedett, Lynn Bless-
ing, Walter Boyd, James J. Jacques,

James R. Maxwell, Richard W. Riven-

burgh, Antonio R. Sandoval and Kelton
R. Turner.

Also, LCpls. Gregory S. Copenhaver
and Andres Garcia.

The missing are LCpl. Joseph N. Har-
grove, PFC Gary L. Hall and Pvt. Danny
G. Marshall. ]

The identified wounded, in addition to
Fry, are: Capt. Mykle E. Stahl; Sgt. Victor
G. Salinas; Cpl. James H. Jones Jr.;
LCpls. Wilburn Goodpasture Jr. and Ron-
ald L. Hughes; PFCs Daniel M. Carrasco,
Michael S. Cooper, Kendrick E. Deckard,
Mark Dick, Tex E. Duke, David L. Fowler,
Jerome N. Wemitt and Larry D. Yerg, and
Pvt. David R. Gibbs.

U.S. DESTROYER Holt tows

the merchant ship

Moyaguez from near Koh

Tang !sland during an assault on the
Cambodian-held island by Marines.
The ship’s 39-man crew was

safely oboard after being freed

by their captors.

(UPi Photo)
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“Defense Department. .
-culminated at one point in an order

‘Part I =~= Main Edition -~ 27. M@y 1975
WASHINGTON STAR - 26 MAY 19*'{’"’("2’"7) - —

Why

By Vernon A. Guldry Jr.
Washlngum Star Staff Writer
Sometime this week, an. official
determination is expected that wili

shift the three Marines listed as -

missing in action in the battle for the
Mayaguez to the killed-in-action col-
umn.

That will, formally raise the cost of
the operation in American lives to-18
and perhaps end the casualty count-
ing process that, at least early last
week, seemed to generate more con-

" troversy than the operation itself.

The casualty figures issued as

- final showed 15 dead, 3 missing and
. 50 wounded. Those figures

were
released Tuesday afternoon, four and
a halfdays after Marines were lifted
by helicopters from a tiny island in
the Gulf of Thailand to end the fight-

.ing with Cambodian forces over the
" seizure  of -the- U.S.-flag merchant
slup Mayaguez and its crew. "

'I'HE OPERATION was proclalm- ’

“ed d success by President Ford and
Defense Secretary James R. Schies- .
- .inger. before it ended. But as the -~
T casualty count dragged -on with.

series of fluctuating figures, spokes-
men for ‘both.-men found themselves
denying that the bad news was being

“withheld to make the rescue of ship
and crew look better. )

"Both defense officials and mlhtary

 ‘men involved in the. counting main-
 tain that the final bits of information .

- that permited release of final casual- -
- "ty figures - did
'". Washington until late Monday night.

not arrive. in

At issue were the numbers them-
selves, the length of time that was
taken to generate accurate ones and

. “also the shifting of numbers from the
' missing’ list to the Inlled-m-act:on

category.
The

operatiop .was run through the

thrée-service Mayaguez |

-, unified .. Pacific - military command
.. but formal .casualty determmatlons,‘ :
.are a responsibility of each service.

Within the Defense Department, the

Marine Corps was faulted for the

delay in casualty counting.

THE EXPLANATION at the
Pentagon was one that centered on

the difficulties caused by thé pecu-
larities of the operation. But as ‘the
. delay lengthened this explanation

tended to wear thin evén within the

from Gen. George S. Brown, chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to

: the unified Pacific command to come
up with a correct figure, according to.

two accounts.

Interviews with a number of per- o
sons, who monitored or participated |

in ‘the counting and who.were in a
position to watch the operation unfold

- indicate that continuous efforts were
made td come up with casualty fig-
_ures, both w:thm normal mdwndual

Frustra_t,ions_ .

serv;ce channels and outslde them as
mdlcated by Brown’s order.

‘But, the interviews indicate, these

efforts failed to produce the .desired
hard casualty figures until the Ma-
rines, who experienced the most

~administrative difficulty as well as

suffering the most casualties, were
able to re-establlsh their normal re-

porting channels following the

operation.

AS THE PENTAGON eventually
explained, I3 of the casualties,. 10

" Marines, 2 Navy corpsmen attached

to Marme units, and a member of the

Air Force helicopter crew, died when -

the helicopter went down under hos-

‘tile fire off the beach at Tang Island

in the Marine assaull. Another air-
man died when a second helicopter

.crashed in the sea. One Marine was

killed on the island. The three Ma-
rines listed as missing were. also
ashore on the isiand. .

Those facts were not known shortly
after 9 a:.m., . Washington. time,
Thursday, May 15, when the last Ma-
rines were lifted from the beach.

‘Some hours before, the White House - )

had referred questions on details and
casualties to the Pentagon -and

Assistant Defense Secretary Joseph’

Laitin. The waiting White House

press corps was taken aback when ..

presidential Press Secretary Ronald

- Nessen announced ‘‘youneed to.go to-

the Pentagon {for casualty f:g-

“Cures)."

“*¥YOU ARE CRAZY'“ blurted out

. one.member of the corps to Nessen.

But Laitin had no f:gures then or -
Casualty figures had.

much - later.
been coming in through operational
channels in reports designed to.show
the flow of battle, .not to identify by
name the killed, missing and wound-

-ed.

copters, most for the assault on Tang
Island, others to form the bulk of the
boarding party that reached the
Mayaguez at anchor near the island
after first being brought to the wait-

© "ing U.S. destroyer Holt.

When the operation ended Thurs~
day morning, Washington time,
some of the 300 Marines wound ‘up
back in Thailand, some on the Holt,
others on the destroyer Wilson and

..the bulk on the carrier Coral Sea.

Some "of these flgures were sup-. - .

- plied to inquiring reporters with the. .
watrning that they were preliminary -
and subject to change, and with the-

understanding that they would not e

tréated as official pronouncements of

the Defense Department. These
early, preliminary reports indicated

‘either one or two fighting men Kkilled
. and various numbers wounded. o
‘ Laitin-appeared at a briefing be- -

tween 10 a:m..and 11-a:m. Thursday

to say that" casualty figures would not’
‘be .immediately .
accurate report on ‘casualties will
 have to remain until the muster (of

available. *‘Any

Marines aboard Navy ships in the
Gulf of Thailand) is coinpieted,

" Laitin said.

s0,’

THAT PREDICTION proved vnld-‘
‘ly optimistic.

Shghtly more than
1,000 Marines had been flown to Uta-

-pao, Thailand, for the MayagueZ'

operation. Around 300 weré joaded
onto Thai-based U.S. Air Force heli-

whxch should be within.an hour or

lately arrived near the istand. )

“The results of .he muster of. whnch
Laitin spoke were, as one Marine’
said, "horrible.”” The resuits could .
not be reconciled with the operation-
al reporis of casudlties, and the
counting process was continued, say’
officers familiar with the events.

BY 'I'HURSDAY afterncon; these
sources say, the first casualty re-
ports reached the casualty section at-
Marine Headquarters, Washington,

- the administrative component with
..the responsibility of making, final +
‘determinations” on the

‘status- of
apparent waunded, missing and kili-

" ed in‘action, and with notification’ of .

‘next of kin.- '

This_first report from the senior
Marine officer in Utapao, listed 1
Marines mlss:ng in. actlon ‘and mne

* wounded.

But such reports, followmg the
normal 'channel, would soon be cut
off. The Thai government, publicly
expressing its displeasure with stag-
ing of the operation from Thai bases;
ordered the Marines. out. So. Thurs-

‘day afternoon the Marines, including

the senior officer, a colonel with the
master roster of Marines involved in

. .the operation, boarded jet transports

for the five- to' six-hour trlp back- to

. their base in Okanawa. . R

MARINES INVOLVED in the

'casualty counting argue  that ‘this

. the operatxon were ‘‘scattered to the

hasty pullout coupled with the fact -
that the Marines actually involved in

four winds,” effectively destroyed
the normal casualty reporting proc-
ess, robbed the operation of a central

! point to collect and check informa-

tion and thus contributed gréatly tc

" the delay.

Thursday,

At the close of- the busihess day
the Pentagon announced
that. no casualty, ﬁgures would be.

_available until - Frlday

" By Friday mormng, the. casualty
process ‘seemed to be progressing.

" Laitin told reporters that the *‘still

unconfirmed casualty list” showed
one serviceman killed in action, 13
missing (alll from ‘the helicopter
crash) and 22 wounded. Laitin indi-

- cated that there was not much hope .

that any of the missing would ‘be
(See- COUNT; Pg. 6~F)
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The C-54

Force's

hmge Jet -
cargeo plane which has
been plagued by spiraling

costs and congtruction de-

fects for 10 years--per-

formed in a less—than-

heroic fashion during the

United States mirlift to

Israel in the 1973 Middle

East war, according to

recently disclosed govern-
. ment figures.

After this country com-
mitted itself to the
emergency airlift to pro-
vide supplies to Israel,
the Air Force discovered
that 36 of the C-BA's

--the Air-

. By Reufer

Kissinger.

much longer route,

"The Umted States has alternative plans if
Portugal bans use of the Azores as a staging
base to supply Israel in another Middle East
war, according to Secretary of State Henry A,

“We have alternative possibilities, but they
are much more complicated and involve a
** he said in a television
interview. ‘It is an additional problem in case
. ' there isa Middle East war.”’

CHRISTIAN GCIENCE MONITOR 27 MAY 1975
Klssmger has alternate plans if Portugal bans use. of Azores

N Dr Kissinger, on the. thlrd day of a four-part

W nshmgton

“iriterview on NBC's Today. Show, said recent
elections in Portugal *
that-a majority of the Porlu‘guese people
favored the democratic parties.

Bui.on future U.S. relations with Portugal

‘indicated.gratifyingly

he said communist influence in the Portu-

guese Government was out of proportion to
the party’s numerical strength,

“So we have to investigate what the foreign
policy of Portugal will be before we can make

any final decisions,”’ he said.

couldn't be used because

they needed repairs and 10
other planes were grounded
bacause they lacked parts.

In addition, mechanical

malfunctions caused the,

termination of 29 flights
and delayed the departure

of 40 other flights..

' TPhe povernment report
was released only a few
weeks after the C-5A's

worst performanc e--a crash

outside Saigon in which
more than 100 South Viet-
namese orp'hs.ns were killed.

COUNT ~~ CONTINUED

tound. e

THE MARINE casualty . section
was aware of reports of Marines kill-
ed in action but as late-as Friday
could not match names to the reports
for confirmation, says one officer.

One such- operational report, re-
ceived in the Pentagon's command
center early in the Mayaguez opera-
tion, listed” one ~Marine killed and
three wounded by the detonatlon of a
claymore mine® -

That death had more documenta- -

tion than others in the operation
since no bodies were recovered. A
Navy surgeon on the beach’
pronounced the Marine
dead on the spot but that
report was a long time in
reaching the casualty sec-
tion, say Marine sources
who offer no reason for the
delay.

The decision to change
the status of a missing man
to killed in action is:one
with legal and financial
implications as well as
emotional implications for
survivors. ‘“Just because a
guy’s missing, you don’t
say he’s dead,!” says an
officer. Corroboration of the . -~
death is soupght through - -
interviews with those in the
missing man’s unit or those
in the area where the man
was last seen.

MARINES SAY the prob-
lems that arose in getting a
head count also hampered
efforts at getting corrobo-
ration of deaths that would
meet casualty office st.and-
ards.

- By Friday, Washmg'ton'
time, the Air Force, with
many fewer men involved - -
and with its on-the-scene
command structure intact,
had - established officially-
that. two airman had been
killed. - Notification of next

of kin began Satl‘l‘rd,ay-, ac-
- cording to the service.

By Saturday, the Marines
had confirmed the death of

. the mine victim -and had

turned up reports of four
more MIAs to add to the 10
from the downed helicopter,
according to one officer,
who says- that misspelled’

- names . and- inaccurate Sos

cial: Security. numbers rais-
ed doubts about the accura-
cy of the new reports. -

BY THIS TIME,
substantive reports fmm
the carrier Coral Sea were
being received on those
wounded, but these reports,
according to nearly every-
one involved, were inflated
by such nonaction-related
complaints as headaches,
sprained limbs and in one
instance, a ‘‘puncture
wound from a thorn.”

Still in doubt, at least
officially, at this point was
the status of the two Mavy
corpsmen lost in the heli-
copter crash.

On Sunday, says one. Ma— ‘

rine officer, the corps’

casualty -office had found-
.. three of the reported miss-

ing men on the Coral Sea,

. but had picked up two more
in- -

for a total of 13 MIAs,
cluding. the 10 Marines lost
in the chopper crash. -

AT THIS POINT, the Air
Force had two men con-
firmed as kiiled in action,
the Marine Corps one KIA
and 13 MlIAs, and the Navy

- two MIAs, according to a
number of accounts. B
: Also at this point Schles-

‘inger appeared on a broad-
‘cast interview program and
offered figures of 5§ killed in

action, 16 missing in action

and 70 to 80 wounded.

One Defense official says
Schlesinger apparently
used an operational report
rather than casualty office
reports as his source for the
figures,
high injured number stem-
med from the reports from
the Coral Sea.

- . There is also:an indicac *
" tion that the corpsmen, who
- serve with-the Marines but

are in the Navy, were
counted - twice, once with
the Marines and separately
as Navy personnel.

SCHLESINGER and Lai-'

tin were out of the country
for attendance at a-NATO

defense ministers’ meeting .
late last week. Attempts to .

reach Laitin prior to his
departure failed. '

One Defense official says
expectations were that the
casualty numbers would te
cleared up by last Monday.
When they were not, ‘“‘then
everybody got mad.” -

It was on Monday that
Brown’s, order is said to

_have gone out to the. Pacific
‘command; an indication of
‘impatience with casualty .
" section counting.

On Monday, Lamn held a

briefing to trim Schlesing-

er’ total for men wounded
down to 49, but he declined
to say anything further
about other categories, let-

ting stand the secretary’s’
. figures of 5 killed and 16

missing, Laitin said ' he
hoped to have a “perlimi-

nary final count” by Tues- -

day. In the meantime, he
released the names of the
two airmen and the Marine

whose next of kin had been -

notlfxed over the weekend

adding that the:

" through normal

- BOTH - DEFENSE : offi-
-cials and Marines involved

say the casualty logjam
was broken by an overnight
message from' the 3rd Ma-
rine Division on. Okanawa,
the. parent unit for the -Ma-
rines participating - in the
Mayaguez, operation, 2
greeted: casualty .counters.

l.ha'.‘, P

when they:arrived at works -

Tuesday morning.

The message, developed

‘Marine

channels, one officer points .

out, contained a name-by-
name roster and informa-

tion sufficient to-shift 10 of

the missing Marines' into

the- KIA category and also °

confirm the deaths of the
two Navy corpsmen.

Notifi¢ation of next of kin .

was- completed by Tuesday ;

afternoon (Marine notifica-

" tion officers were instruct-

ed to call headquarters in '

" Washington collect when
‘they had notified relatives) -

and the figures and all but .

.one of the names, that of a

missing Marine for whom :

notification -had not - been

made, were released at the -

Pentagon.

UNCOUNTED in the offi- -

cial toll are 23 Air Force
police stationed in Thailand
who died in a helicopter -
crash in-Thailand prior to
the start of the Mayaguez

- operation.

The . crash was announced’

_ at the time by the Defense
_Department in Washington,
.but it was not then revealed

that the air police . were
bemg shifted for possible

- use jn the attempt to retake

the Mayaguez.
" Their deaths were not in-

. cluded in the toll since they
~did not take part in the

operation itself.
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MAJOR TOPIC: Mayaguez Rescue

SECRETARY KISSINGER: I thought that in
view of the events of this week and prior to my
going to Europe, we might meet here. I don’t have
any statement.

Q: Mr. Secretary, there have been public com-
plaints from Thailand about our landing of
Marines. Was there a violation of That sovereignty
tn this caper? And secondly, can you tell us if there
was any concern in the strafing of Cambodian gun-

" -boats that since we weren’t too sure where our

own men were, that we might—the crew was—that
we might have hit the American crew?

A: Well first of all, of course, I have to reject

the description of what happened this week as a

“caper.” It was a serious situation in which we

-~ avere trying to save a group of Americans and re-

_ cover a ship.

With respect to Tha.lland we have, of course, a
treaty relationship with Thailand in SEATO
[Southeast Asia Treaty Organization]. And we
have had a series of base arrangements with them
which, over the period of years, had led to a degree
of cooperation in events in Indochina which were
in the mutual interest and in which we have greatly
appreciated the assistance that Thailand has given
us.

In the course of this decade, it may be that a
pattern of action has developed that made us as-
sume that our latitude in using these bases was
greater than the current situation in Southeast Asia
would permit to the Thai Government. And there-
fore, insofar as we have caused any embarrassment
to the Thai Government, we regret those actions.

At the same time it is clear that any relation-
ship between us and another country must be
based on mutual interest. And we, I believe, have a
reason—or have a right—to expect that those coun-

PR 265/55
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tries that have an alliance relationship with us look
with some sympathy at matters that concern the
United States profoundly.

If conditions in the area change, we are pre-
pared to adjust our relationship to new conditions
and to have discussions on that subject in a spirit
of cooperation.

Q: Mpr. Secretary, that was kind of a double-
barreled question.

A: What was the second question?

Q: Since we were not so certain—

A: Oh, on the gunboats. One of the most
difficult and anguishing decisions we had to make
was the risk to Americans in taking these gunboats
under attack. _ _

Now we had to balance this, in our view,
against the risk as we then saw it—of their being
taken to the mainland—and we wanted to avoid a
situation in which the United States might have to
negotiate, over a very extended period of time,
over a group of merchant seamen who had no con-
nection whatever with any governmental activity.

There was one incident in which our pilots
were told to determine, insofar as one can under
those conditions, whether any Americans were
likely to have been on the boat. There was one

incident where a pilot, beginning to take a boat
under attack, saw a group of individuals that

looked to him as if they might have been
Americans huddled on the boat, asked for instruc-
tions, and was told not to proceed with the attack.
And that was one gunboat that reached Kompong
Som. So we tried to take it into account, and
fortunately it seems there’ was no injury to
anybody.

Q: Mr. Secretary, in light of the Thai Prime
Minister’s [M.R. Khukrit Pramot] recall of his
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'Ambassador [ to. the U.S. Anan Panyarachun] and -

his announcement of a complete review of all trea-
ties and ‘agreements between the two countries,
could you give us your assessment of the diploma-
tic strains now developing? Also, have you had any
communication as yet from the Thai Ambassador?

A: We have not had any formal communica-
tion from the Thai Ambassador. But I am assuming
that the story is correct.

The Thai Government finds itself, in general,
in.a complicated position after the events of Indo-
china, quite independent of this recent operation.

We had, prior to this recent operation, made
it clear that we are prepared to discuss with the
Thai Government its conception of its require-
ments, or of the necessary adjustment in the

'_"present perlod We are still prepared to do thls, and
we recognize that the Thai Government is under
some strains and under some public necessities.
And they have to understand howcvcr that we,
too, have our necessities.

" Q: Mr. Secretary, was there at any tzme in this

crisis, any chance to resolve it diplomatically?

A: There was no chance during this crisis to
. resolve it diplomatically. That is to say, we never
received a communication—proposition—that
would have. enabled us to explore a diplomatic so-
lution, and it was—when—by Wednésday evening
we had not yet received any reply’ that the Presi-
dent ordered the military operations to begin.

Q: I would lLike to clear up one mystifying
aspect of this: Why did the Chinese return the note
24 ‘hours later? And did they inducate. at the time
that it had "gotten through to the Cambodzan
authorities?

A:In this matter the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic was not respon51ble for the content
of the note. But I am assuming the Chinese Xerox
machines can reproduce it within 24 hours.

Q: What was the significanice of their return-
mgzt Mr. Secretary?

’ A: Well, a’ degree of disassociation from’ the

_d1plomat1c process—a formal disassociation. I don’t

want to speculate on this, but I wouldn t be sur-
prised.

Q: Mr. Secretary, mn view of the attempts at
detente with the People’s Republic of China, are
you dissatisfied with their apparent—or with the
way they handled themselves in this situation?

"~ A: The requirements of relationships with
some of our potential adversaries have to be seen in
a more comphcated framework than is often
stated.

Both the Chinese and we have certain
common interests which have been laid down in

the Shanghai communique; which we have re-
affirmed, and which we, consider remain valid. '

At the same time we do have different percep-
tions in different areas, and there we will mamtam
our differences. -

Thirdly, one has to keep in mind, in askmg
other countries to play a role, what their real possi-
bilities are in any given situation.

And finally, one has to leave it to those coun-
tries to play their role, either publicly or pri-
vately—if they .choose - to—that' they -consider
appropriate. So on the whole, I don’t believe that
this is a useful area for me to comment on.

Q: Mr. Secretary, in view of the earlier inci-
dents involving a Panamanian freighter being de-
tained and a South Korean freighter being fired
upon, why was there no effort by this Govern-
ment, .earlier on—before the MAYAGUEZ
seizure—to warn U.S. vessels to stay out of that
are‘a?

Well my understandmg is that insurance

.;compames had been, notlfled and that 1t had been

assumed that they would get in touch with these
ships. So we were, frankly, not aware that there
were any American ships in that area. And when

- the matter. came to our attention—this was not a

matter that had ever reached high levels of the
Government. It had been dealt with routmely by
notification of the insurance companies, which are
presumed to have the greatest interest in the
preservatlon of these shxps ‘ .
I Q: I would like to go back to the Thadland
question. Why was it, given the known sensitivities
of the Thais to this situation in.that area, that an
effort was not made to at least consult with their

Government prior to ‘the sending. of the Marznes?

A: Well, the assumptlon was that we were in
an emergency situation in which, on occasion, we
have acted without having had a full opportunity

for consultation, and- it was therefore thought that

within the traditional relatlonshlp it would be a
measure that would be understood. In any event, it
would have presented massive problems either way.

Q: Mr. Secretary, one of the effects of this

incident appears to be a restoration of American

credibility and, to some extent, morale. My ques-
tion 1s: To what extent was that a consideration in
the American operation?. .

A: The thrust of our dlscussmns concerned

. the recovery. of the ship and the rescue of the men.

If there were any - byproducts~that can be con-
sidered a bonus to the operation, but it was not the
pr1nc1pal impetus behind the operation.

We believed that we had to draw a line against
illegal actions and, secondly, against situations
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where the United States might be forced into a
humiliating discussion about the ransom of inno-
" cent'merchant seamen,
If it had these byproducts—I think to some
extent it did have this effect. But this was not the
~ primary motivation behind the action.

Q: Mr. Secretary, the Cambodian Minister of .

Information and Propaganda [Hou Min] has
charged that our planes began systematically
strafing and bombing the ship about 12 hours after
it was seized—the area around the ship. Can you
respond to that, please? This would be dawn on
the morning of the 13th.

.. A: I would have to review the actual events. I
don’t have the log right here.

My recollection would be that it may have
started somewhat later, but in any event, the deci-
~sion was made. It was probably later than 12 hours
afterward, but I don’t want to tie myself to the
time.

A decision was made to try to prevent ships
from the mainland from reaching the ship—or ships
from the island from reaching the mainland. That,
I think probably happened sometime during our

- night on Monday night. So the timing could be
-roughly correct, but there must be some Defense
Department statement of when the actual strafing
started which would be correct.

Q: I just wondered how long we waz'ted for

the diplomacy to work before force was used.
A: The methods that were used were not

> strafing at first. The methods that were used were

10 try to force ships back to the island.

Q: Mr. Secretary, the only basic criticism that
has been directed at the Administration’s actions
‘this week s that perhaps the Administration

- moved much too quickly militarily and did not
give diplomacy a chance to work.

A: Come on, Marvin [Kalb, CBS
'News] —break  down. Maybe we did something

- right.[Laughter] Statistically we aré bound to do it
sometimes [Laughter] '

- Well, in that spirit, could you tell us, or

‘respond to that kind of criticism?
‘'A: Well, when you say diplomacy was given
" no chance to work—if any communication had
beéen received back, either from Cambodia or from
any other source, then we would have had'a sub-
ject matter for diplomacy on which to act. On the
other hand, when this did not happen and when we
-had received no -communication whatsoever, we
had -to balance -the risks that would occur if they
tried to move the ship. Since.we didn’t know
whether any .of the crew was. left on the ship or

° R R - . i

whether a Cambodian crew might have been put on

- the ship, we had to balance the risks if they tried

to move the ship; the pressures we were under in
elghbormg countries; the difficulties that could
arise. We therefore decided, after some' 60 houirs of
diplomatic efforts, to try to'seize the ship. -
" It was a balance that had to be struck. We

" thought the risks of waiting another 24 to 48 hours

in the absence of any communication whatsoever
from any governmerit were greater than the risks of -
going ahead.

Q: When the Cambodians did say that they
would release the ship, why was it, as I understand
it, that the bulk of the military action followed the
Phnom’ Penh radio broadcast that they would re-
lease the ship?

 A: The Phnom Penh radio broadcast was re-
ceived in Washington—it was received in the White
House at about 8:16 that evening. At that time we
had 150 Marines pinned down-on the island, and
we had the HOLT approaching the ship. At that
point, to stop all operations on the basis of a radio
broadcast that had not been confirmed, whose pre-
cise text we did not at that moment have—all we
had was a one-page summary of what it said—a
broadcast, moreover, that did not say anything
about the crew and referred only to the ship, it
seemed to us it was too dangerous for the troops
that had already been landed to stop the operation.
We therefore took rather drastic measures—drastic
communications measures—of informing the Cam-
bodian Government of the fact that we would stop
all military operations as soon as the crew was re-
leased. And in order to make doubly sure, we re-
leased the statement that we had broadcast into
Cambodia. We also released that statement to the
press—it was verbatim, the same statement—on the
theory that perhaps they ‘would read the news
tickers faster then they could pick up the other
means of communication that we were usmg

About 2% hours after that the crew was re-
leased. And ‘after that we stopped all military

' operations except those which we judged necessary
" for the saving of Amerlcans that were still on the
- island. -

Q: Mr. Secretary, on that point, questions

" have been raised in Congress this morning as to

whether there was a punitive intent by the United
States; and secondly, in relation to 'that, wasn’t
there also a hazard that the bombing of the main-

land could have hit ‘the crewmen, because there
. were .at least two circumstances where the crew-

men could have been hit. by American fire—while
they were on the shtp and while they were on the
mainland?
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A: Well, when you say “punitive intent”’—the
intent of the. operation was as I described it: To
rescue the men and to recover the ship. Obviously
any damage that is done in the process has a puni-
tive effect, whatever the intention is. We tried to
gear the action as closely to the objective as was
possible.

. Now, as.it turned out, there seems to have

been some relationship between the release of the
caew and the attacks on the mainland. That is to
say, some members of the crew were told that they
should tell the WILSON—or the officers on the
WILSON—that they were being released on the as-
sumption that this would end the bombing attacks.
And when we received this word, around mid-
night—I mean this additional word, shortly after
midnight—then all actions except those that were
judged to be immediately necessary for the mili-
tary operations were stopped.

There was some risk. It was clear that either
the attack on the island or the attack on the main-
land could lead to American casualties if the
Cambodians deliberately moved the prisoners into
an-area where they would be exposed to attack.

On the other hand, we tried to confine our
attack to clearly military objectives so that there
would have had to be a very provocative intent on
the, part of the Cambodians. But it was one of the
‘balances that had to be struck.

Q: Mr. Secretary, when you referred to 60
hours of diplomacy, actually I am told there was
fighting which ran through this whole
sequence—that there was fighting the night of the
12th, there was some shooting at American vessels
the night of the 12th. The Cambodians say that we
began strafing at dawn on the 13th. So there was,
by both sides’ accounts—even though they don't
match—there seemed to have been a considerable
amount of shooting all during the period when the
diplomacy was being attempted. Could we have a
better breakdown on that, possibly ?

A: For about 60 hours-we made no attempt
to seize the ship. We made it very clear from the
very beginning—the President in his statement, the
communications that were sent to whoever we
thought might have a possibility of reaching the
Cambodians, and in a number of statements thait I
made on Monday and Tuesday—we made it abso-
lutely clear that we insisted on the release of the
ship and the men.

Then we took collateral actions to make it
more difficult for them te move the men and to
speed up the pace of their deliberations. - :

Q: Are you satisfied, Mr. Secretary, that the
American message reached the Cambodians? And if
you are satisfied, what gives you that—

A: Well, I am positive that our message

.reached the Cambodians because we delivered it to

the Cambodian Embassy in Peking, in addition to
everything else.

Q: A technical question for a moment. In re-
sponse to one before, did you say there was no full
consultation with Thatland or no consultation with
Thailand?

A: Well, after the troops got into—

Q: Before

A: Before, there was no consultatlon

Q: At all?

“A: No.

Q: Mr. Secretary, in Palm Sprzngs you said the
United States would face a time of testing, what
with events tn Indochina. Now, granted that was a
private conversation, but much of that conversa-
tion has since gone public anyway. I would like to
ask you if you think this was indeed a time of
international testing of the U.S. resolve; and also
what useful purpose was served—that is what has

‘the world learned from the U.S. action regarding

the MAYAGUEZ?

A: I have said not only in private conversa-
tions, I have stated publicly that events in Indo-
china would have ‘international consequences. And
that they would affect other countries’ perception
of their position and of our own. I have also said
that I believe those consequerices were manageable
if we were prepared to face them.

Now, this event could well have resulted from
an isolated act of a local commander, I am not
inclined to believe that this was a carefully planned -
operation on the part of the Cambodian authori-
ties. Nevertheless, the impact on us was the
same—and could have been the same as if it had

‘been carefully planned—if we had been drawn

through irresolution into a negotiation over a
period of months over the release of people that
they had no right to seize to begin with.

What the impact of this may be interna-

.tionally—l don’t want to transform it into an

apocalyptic event. The impact ought to be to make
clear that there are limits beyond which the United
Statés cannot be pushed and that the United States
is prepared to defend those interests and that it can
get public support and congressional support for
those. actions. But we are not going around looking
for opportunities to prove our manhood.

We will judge actions in the light of our
interests and the extent of the provocation.

Q: Mr. Secretary, do you have any reason to
anticipate a severance of relations with the United
States by Thatiland, or that Thailand may move up
the date by which we must remove our troops. in
that country, which I think is I year? -
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A: I do not personally anticipate a severance
_of .relations with Thailand. I believe that relations
with other countries must always be based on a
mutuality of interest. We are doing other countries
no favor. when we have a well-considered alliance
relationship, because it must be in the mutual
interest. Other. countries are doing us no favor by
having diplomatic relations with us if it doesn’t
serve their interests. And, therefore, I am assuming
that the Thai Government will look at its long-term
interests ‘as we will. We are prepared to discuss all
issues .with the Thai- Government in a spirit of
appreciation for what Thailand has done over
several decades and with a cooperative attitude.
But, as I said the other day, we will not insist
on arrangements that other countries no longer
cons1der in their interests.

- Qe Mr, Secretary, you spoke earlier about cer-
tam public necessities in Thailand. Are you im-
plying to us that posszbly the Thai Government is
more interested in continuing a long-term relation-
ship with the United States than some of its public
statements might now suggest?

- A: Well, I don’t want to speculate about the
interests of the Thai Government. There is this
reality—that sooner or later the private views and
the public views of a government must be brought
into relationship with each other. And we can, over
a long period of time, only act on those things that
a government is able or willing to avow publicly.

I repeat: We are prepared to discuss in a spirit

_of friendship and cooperation all the concerns that
“the Thai Government has, and we do regret any
embarrassment we may have caused them.

Q: May I just follow up on that, Mr. Secre-

tary? When you say that the public and private
views must be brought into balance, that suggests
again that there is a discrepancy between the pub
lic and pnvate views.

: I don’t know. I was trying to respond to
your question in which you said maybe there was a
discrepancy. And I would say that, even granting
there was a discrepancy, then they would have to
be brought into balance.

Q: Is there a discrepancy?
A: 1 don’t want to speculate on that.

Q: Well, I mean without speculation, M.
Secretary, in their private views, were the Thais as
forcéful as they have been publzcly over the past
few days?

A: T just don’t want to comment on prlvatc
views that individuals in the Thai Government
might have. We take the Thai Government by its
word, and we are acting on the basis of the official
communications we’ve received.

Q: Are we witnessing in Thailand, Mr. Secre-
tary, an example of the domino theory at work—

A: Yes. 4

Q: —a theory which you said was not invalid
not so long ago?

A: I think we are seeing an effect of the
domino theory at work.. But it is almost
self-evident that any major international event has
consequences. The issue isn’t whether there’s a
domino effect but what we can do about the
domino effect, or whether we should do anything
about the domino effect.

It is clear that a country that was peripherally
involved in events in Indochina, but in a rather
heavy way, must reassess its position in the light of
Indochina events. So in that sense both Laos and
Thailand indicate a certain domino effect.

Q: Mr. Secretary, would you clarify for us the
American communications with the Cambodians?
Did we specify a deadline as to a specific time
when we wanted the ship and the prisoners to be
returned? And could you clarify why the Marines
landed on an island where obviously the prisoners
were not being held? How does that whole se-
quence work there?

A: We did not give a time limit. We were con-
sidering at various times whether we should give a
time limit. Every time we considered it we came to
the conclusion that the risk of giving it to. any

~ military operation that might be contemplated and

to the crew members were greater than the benefits
to be achieved by giving a specific time limit, since
most of those benefits were really domestic, so
that we could say that we had given warning.

So by constantly increasing the severity of
our requests we tried to convey an increasing sense
of urgency, and, therefore, we approached the
Secretary General [of the United Natlons] First of
all, a number of public staterments were made.
Secondly, we approached—on Wednesday—the
Secretary General of the United Nations with a
letter, which was made public, indicating very
clearly that we were going to invoke Article 51 of
the: United Nations Charter—the right of self de-
fense of the United Nations Charter. And, there-
fore, we felt we had, in effect, given an ultlmatun
w1thout giving a spec1f1c time.

We had, in fact, drafted somethmg w1th a
specific time as an alternative, but we felt the risks
were too great.

Now, with respect to landmg on an island on
which the prisoners were not. Almost anything we
did would in retrospect be subject to this sort of
question. We did not know whether the prisoners
were on the ship, whether the prisoners were on
the island, or whether .the prisoners were on the
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mainland. We tried to design an operation where
we would, as close to simultaneously as possible,
bring maximum pressure on the authorities in each
place, so that if they were on the mainland there
was some reason for the mainland authorities to
release them, that if they were on the island we
could seize them, and if they were on the ship that
-would, of course, have been the happiest event of
all. ;

We gevnumely. thought—or at Ieast we
suspected—that a number of them might have been
brought to the mainland. We thought that a sub-
stantial number of them would probably be on the
island. Had we not thought this, there- was no
reason to land on the island. As it turned out the
results achieved tend to justify what was
attempted. There’s: no question that if it hadn’t
worked many of your questions would now be
asked in a different atmosphere.

Q: Mr. Secretary, could one reasonably infer
from several of your comments this morning that
the United States would look with very great
sympathy ‘should the Thais decide to reconsider
their involvement with SEATO and indeed con-
clude that it’s in their best interests to withdraw
from SEATO? _

~ A: These are decisions which the Thai
Government must make. We are in an existing rela-
tionship - with the Thai Government. We have no
reason on our side to change it. It is up to the Thai
Government to decide what its interests require.
And we will discuss the Thai concerns with the
interest and sympath'y that an old friend deserves.
We are not suggesting to the Thai Governmcnt
what position it should take.

Q: Mr. Secretary, let’s get to something that
might appear to be an inconsistency. I think you
satd that for 60 hours you waited before taking
military action. Later on you said that we had to
drive our point home with increasing severity. Did
you mean that from the very beginning of this
operation there was American military action
taken to support existing dz;blomatzc action?

A: No. What [ meant by increasing severity—
meant mcreasmg scventy of public statements. I
did not mean increasing severity of military action.
The military actions that were taken on Tuesday
our time weére excluswely designed at that point to
freeze the status quo as much as possxble to keep

them from moving the ship and keep them from

moving the crewmen. They were not demgned as
such to bring dlplomatlc pressure, although thcy
obv1ously had that result. ; .

Q: Could I ask a question about the dzsen-

1 f

gagement from the operation once the objective of
releasing 'the men had been accomplished? Did
some of the heaviest attacks actually occur after
the men had been released?

A: I would have to check that. Some attacks
occurred after the men had been released. At that
point our biggest problem was that we had several
hundred Marines on the island who were under
very heavy attack. There were also 2,400 Com-
munist forces on the mainland, and we wanted to
absorb’ their energies in other things than
attempting to intervene with our disengagement ef-
forts on the island. That was the géneral concept of
the operatlon

- Q: What are the latest figures on American
casualties?

A: I think the Defense Department is putting
them together and will release them today, or-it
may have done it already. ‘

Q: Two other Asian matters. One, the PRG
[Provisional Revolutzonary Government] has been
very insistent in trying to get the United States to
accept, I gather, théir sovereignty by turning over
the Saigon Embassy to the Algerian Government.
And secondly, do you have any personal comment
on the revelation today that a major oil company
gave §4 million to the ruling party in South Korea?

A: Well, on the first, we are studying that
question, and we have not yet reached a con-
clusion.

With respect to the second problem, we
oppose illegal actions of American corporations
abroad. This action, to the best of our understand-
ing, is not illegal by American law, but it is a mat-
ter that we would hope that American companies
would take—the propriety of which American com-
panies would take into account—if they should be
tempted in the future to engage in political
activities abroad.

Q: Dr. Kissinger, Gulf Oil has testified that it
was forced to make §4 million in payments to stay
in business in Korea. What is our attitude toward
Governments which practice this kind of extor-

tion? And why should we continue to give foreign

aid to Governments which conduct this kind of
thing?

A: Let me separatc two thmgs One, if this is
true—which I am not in a personal position to con-
firm—then we would regret such an-action by a
foreign Government toward an Amerlcan
company

Secondly, what I Sdld about ‘Thailand ap-
phes—or what I said - about our general attitude
toward ' alliances applies, too. When we have a
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security relatlonshlp with a country, it is based not.

primarily on- approbation of the governmental
structure; it must be based on our belief that there
is a mutual interest that both countries have in that
security. If that mutual interest does not exist,
then the arrangement cannot withstand any signifi-
cant strain.

We believe that the defense of Korea and the
security of Korea is important for the security of
the whole northeast Pacific, and it is very impor-
tant for our—northeast Asia—and it is extremely
important for our relationship with Japan, and that
is the primary reason we have.

Q: Mr, Secretary, to follow that up, if I may,

_ just for a moment. Isn’t there a lesson to be

learned from what happened to this Government in
Indochina where, for security reasons, we allowed
ourselves to become involved with Governments
which we might not approve of in terms of our
own perception of what a government should be?
And are we not in danger now of getting into
exactly the same kind of situation in South Korea?

A: It is also a lesson to be learned from the
consequences of the collapse in Indochina in terms
.of international affairs.

I would not make this analogy. The history of
our involvement in Indochina was quite different
from the history of our involvement in Korea. And
to answer this question in detail, I would have to
go into a long analysis of the similarities and differ-

\ . ences which we can reserve, I think, for another

-~ occasmn

Q: Have you had a chance yet to reassess the _

decision to supply Jordan with Hawk misstles in
light of the reports that Syria has promised to
supply Jordan with air cover in an exchange for a
Jordanian pledge—commitment—to participate in
the next war with Israel? And also in light of the
reports that there are suspicious Jordanian troop
movements along the Jordan River?

A: We have seen no confirmation of either of
these reports. And it is, of course, precisely to
enable Jordan not to have to participate in defense
arrangements with other neighbors that we agreed
to continue the discussions on air defense which go
back for nearly a year.

Q: Mr. Secretary, would it be in the ihterests
of the United States now to have a diplomatic
presence in Saigon?

A: The whole question of our attitude toward
the new authorities in Saigon is now being studied.

Q: Mr. Secretary, in your St. Louts speech
[May 12] you cautioned the Soviet Union against
trying to exploit what they may perceive as Ameri-

ca’s weakness, warning that this might put a heavy
mortgage on detente. Have the Soviets toughened
their position on either CSCE [Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe] or on the
SALT [Strategic Arms Limitation Talks]
negotiations?

A I did not use the words “American weak-
ness” in my remarks. I want to point out that I
said there are four areas that are involved in
detente in which three were making reasonable
progress. And the fourth—that is, conflict in pe-
ripheral areas—was less satisfactory. I think both of
these must be stressed and not just the part that
was less satisfactory.

Secondly, we do not find that the Soviet
Union has toughened its position at the European
Security Conference.

With respect to SALT, we are at the explor-
atory technical phase, and it is now at a point
where a political decision will have to be made by
both sides to move the negotiations forward and to
break some of the deadlocks. A

Q: Mr. Secretary, you spoke about the diplo-
matic results of the Cambodian operation as a
bonus. Are you glad this happened?

A: Nobody can be glad to be put into a
position where the lives of Americans are at stake.
And the anguish of these operations for those who
have the responsibility is very grave, because the
consequences of failure are very serious, and the
loss of life is never one that is easy to contemplate.
We would far have preferred if this had not
happened. '

Our problem was that we could not choose

_' our involvement. We were forced into this. And
then when the incident had occurred, we had to

act on the basis of what we thought would most
save lives and was most in the interests of the
United States. But we were not looking for an
opportunity.

Q: Mr. Secretary, the last raid on the airfield
near Sthanoukuville was made a half an hour after
the crew members were released, after the Cambo-
dians had met the requirements for cessation «f
hostilities that the President laid down in his la.t

_ public statement—that is, the ship was taken and

the prisoners were released. Why was this raid not
stopped?

A: Because we had some 200 Marines on the
island. And we were trying to extricate them, and
we were trying to keep the military forces on the
mainland from interfering with what could have
been an extremely tricky and difficult operation.

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. Secretary.
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israel claims Golan, Gam in new m&p

NEW YK TTMES

o NmME 1TS Py

CANADIARSDEBATE
SALE OF REAGTORY

By ROBERT TRUMBULL
Goasetns *o Toe New Yora TYmes

OTTAWA, June 19~ The
Canadian Government has €x-
pressed determination to :om-
tinue supplying nuclesr reactors
to developing countries whiie
pressing internationally fer
stronger safeguards against a
spread of nuclear weapons.

Prime \-'.ini:zer piarre Elliot:
Trudeaw said Tuesday in a
speech at 1 neetmg of the
Canadlan Nuclear Association.
an industrial orgamzanon, that
a withholding of nuciear tech-
nclogy from needv nations
would be wresnonsnble

The Canadian’ Goverament
%as taken an active rtole in
argamizing 2 meeting in Londen
this week of nuclear powers
*o discniss more effective con-
trols over the ase of nuclear
wmaterials. Accarding 1o reparts
from the meeting, the countries
.n the closed-door deliberatinns
are, besides Canada, the United
States. the Soviet Union,
Britain, France and West Ger-
many.

The Canadian gpolicy has
heen subject of national debate.
Critics of the Government
maintain that nuclear agree-
ments with unstable countries

. or_countries under potential

military threat risked a repeti-
tion India's.ose of material
from a Canadian-supplied re-
actor to produce a nuclear
explosion last year,

Safeguards Questmned

Members of opuosition par-

ties, in prelonged debate on
the issue in Pariiament this
week, quesu’cmed the effective-
ness of msp:cuon nrocedures,
Some speakers 2i50 qus:bfm=d
whether future governments in
countries receiving nuciear aid
could be relied upon (o respect
previous guarantzes, espacially
if such a coundry came under

(See REACTCRS. Pg.

2)

Tel Aviv (AP+ —Prime \‘lm
isier Yitzhak Rabin and his La-
bor party bave defined lsvael's
permanent borders— including
acnexation eof the Golan
Helghts and the Gaza Strip—in
a peace plan for negotiziions
woin tha Arshe tha Scﬂrntﬂ‘r‘"’
general of the party sald yes-
terday.

A Syrian feader said in Lon-
don that his government is de-
termined to regain the Golan
Haights in any Middle East set-
tiement. There was no immedi-
ate comment from Egypt.

Tae plan makes the Golan
Heights and the Gaza Strip
-captured from Syria and
Egypt, respectively, in the 1967
war—permanent paris of the

state of Israel, the party chief,

Meir Zarmi, said.

It establishes the Jordan
River as Israel's final security
border but leaves the sover-
eignty of occupied west Jordan
open to negotiations, Mr. Zarmi
toid a2 meeting of Labor party
farmers.

israel will retain a presence
in strategic Snarm ei Sheikh at
the southern end of the Sinai
Peninsula but is prepared to ne-
gotiate the region’s final sover-
eignty with Egypt, he said. This
indicated that Mr. Rabin’s par-
ty was willinig to return the rest
of the vast Sinai Desart and its
oil {fields to Egypt.

The party peace plan was
tantamount to official Israeli
pulicy since the Labor align-
ment dominates ihe coalition
government. Bul any peace
agreement with the Arabs
would need approval in parlia-
ment, where Labor does not
hold a majority.

Mr. Zarmi said the plan was
the “clear, final map” which
critics here and abrpad have
calleg on the gevernment o
groduce, showlng the borders
that Israel wants in a peace set-
tlement.

A Labor party spokesman,

- Zvi Harmor, however, said that

it was a “word map"” or sef of
policies, not an actusl. chart

(See ISRAEL, Pg.- 2)
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query

dead end

By THOMAS PEPPER
Wetmgnyten 1oyred of The Sun

Washington—~A House svh
commitiee got virtually no-
where yesterday ac il groped
through the first few steps of ~
postmortem into izst month's
Mayaguez incident

The iead-aff witnoss. Bober:
H. Miller, a deputy assistant
secretary of state, repeaiedly
told subcommittee members
that he had not participated
key National Securyty Councit
meetings and that he did no
know the answers (o questions
they were posing about the inci-
dent.

“I don’t think we have the
cight witness.” complsinnd
Representative Donald W Rie-
gle, Jr. (D.. Mich)

Representative Dante B

Fascell (D, Fla.). caairman -
the subcommifiee on nterie
tional political and military ai-
fairs of e.he House [nternasional
Relatishs Committee, said the
panei had asked for higher
ranking withesses from liw
State Department, but fun hevse
told they were too busy i1’ 4
age-old problem,” he said

“Mr. Miiler is the right wil
ness to the extent thai he car
wtness,” Mr Fasceli said in
seeking to defend what little in-
fermation Mr. Miller was pro-
viding.

“At least we got it on the re-
rord that he’s not sure” Mr.
Fascell 3aid. “That's better
khan guessing. We're gett!ng

’3ee QUERY, F3. °

- biggest neighbors.
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China-Soviet tightrope
gets tighter for Japan

By MATTHEW ). SEIDEN
Sun Staff Correspondent

Tokyo—Japan's long-brew
ing_diplomatic problems with
China and the Soviet Union sur-
faced. abruptly this week with
the publivation of 2 Soviet gov
ernmenl statemnent warning To-
kyo oot %o sign a proposed

. peace and friendship treaty

wilh Peking.

The Russian statement. re-
portedly released in Moscow by
Tass. the Soviet aews agency.
and printed op the front pages
of most Japanese pewspapers
yesterday. made public Japan's
growing dilemma with i{s. two

Japan.says. it: wants

friends with both Russia and
China. However, both Moscow
and Peking insist, in effect. that
Japan can go with one or the
otier, but not both.

The immediate problem
centers around the word hege-
mony Otherwise ready to final-
1y sign a treaty officially end-
ing World War 11 and establish.
ing iriendly relations between
Tokyo and Peling, the Chinese
insist on ineleding an anu-hege-

moyy ciause.

The clause declares that nei-
ther- Japan aor Chima “shouid
seek hegemeny: in the Asg-Pa- |

vf(see TIGETROPE, Pg. 2) ]
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C..A. SAID TO PLAN
NEW SUBMARINE TRY

The  Central  Tntalligen -
Agency plans Lo make a new
attempt o raise the entire Bu-
sian submarine sunk in (he
Pacific, Business Week mag-
wzine repurted yesterday.

“Any day now the Glomar
txplorer, the mysterinus sal-
vage ship that rdipd eniy posi
"f 4 Russian submarine sunk
in o fhe Pachie, will leme e
harth at Pier [ ip Long Bea: b
Caiit, for another wy,” e
magazine veported in js ocer
rent issue,

The magazine said the ship
was not awned by Howard R
Hughe<’s Summa "Corpoestion,
which supposedly buitt her for
deen sea mining.

"It was bui't and oautfriged
by the Sun Shipbuilding & hiry
Dock Company, of Chaster, Pa.,
for the Govenment at a ¢nst of
akonr $125-million, and it is
attll Federal property.” the arti-
cle said, .

Business Week said twa full
vrewy era conrking on the
salvage ship to piepare her for
the job. Membhers are reported
to have signed secrecy agree-
ments, ane with Global Marine,
Inc., which operates the vessel
and does the salvage wark, and
the other wilh the C1.A.

&peeial 19 The New Yoak Timea

WASHINGTON, June 19—
The Central Intelligenée Ageney
would nnt comment today on
the Business Week report. How-
ever, according to informed of-
ficials, permission for a second
salvage  operation by the
Glomar Explorer has no et
heen given hy the White House
and may never be given.

QUERY - CONTINVED
somewhere.”

In response to a question
from Mr Riegie, Mr. Hiller
sdid he did not know the nur-
ber of US. troops killed in
conrection with the incident,

Mr Riegle said hie was “ab-
solutely astunished™ that Mr
Miilgr. whose responsibilities
include Seutheast Asis, did ot
spow this Jigure and that none
uf the uther State Depurtment
officialy win came ta the hear-
g with himn knew either

Iinal Pemagon figures put
e death td At 28 —neluding
a kiled 1 actron and 23 killed
i« helicopler aceident at a
nearhy base in Thailand.

The bulk of yesterday’s testi-
mony consisted of Mr. Millers
reiterating previously releasad
details on timing of military ac-
tions. off the Cambedian coast

ISRAFL - CONTINUED

with frontiers drawn on paper.
In peace negotiations, he

said, there could be give-and-

take about exact jocations, and

REACTOR -~ CONT'D

a rnulitaty tareat.

Besides India, Canada has
supplied reactors to Pakistan
and  the Natirnalist Chinese
has salee pendinz with Somth
Korea and Argert3a and 3
reported 1o hawe approa.hed
a number of other conatriss

Since ‘2 Indian nuciear ex-
pinsion, the Capadian Govemn:
mert has mraterd thal coun
tries ohtamng  reactars here
must AR AN AXPlGr glaTantee
that nurlerclesr fuel produced
by the reaciners witt gt e
used 1y an explosive devire
pf awv desriyptian.

“Canada has raised the stan-
dards nf eafeguards 1o the pot
that thev are the toughest
the world,” Mr. rulean san
in his spesc to_the Canadian
Nuclear Assacration.

“And we are  TOUSL
the alert to mike shem o
practical, more effectine, he
added,

Canada nnw deniands that
countries ~htaining ‘t‘anadnn
Teartnrs Agree 1o nn-illr‘lr}’lr“,“f:-'

NEW YORK TIMES

20 JUNE 1975 Pg, &
Ford Names g’l'g?gltg' Whi
Assistant Pregs Secreta

WASHINGTON, June 18 (11
—President Ford Wedresd
hamed Margita White tg
$36,000-a-year fost as astizts
press secretary and directer
the White House Office of Co
Mmunications. B

She is to succeed Gen
Warren, the deputy press sec
Jary, whn has resigned to !
vome edior of The San Dir
Union o Catifarnia; .

Ron Nessen, the Presider
press secrelary, was asked w
Vs, White was not being gn
the deputy's title and the $3
000-a-year salary that was !
Warren's. He said that
White House reorganisstion
cently carried gut called
only twa depuly press seere!
les and that he atready |
that number.

Mr. Nessen relected any
gestion  that Mrs. Whige .3
being patd less and given
lesser trtle because she wa
woman.

i nerg Agency, besidss
g apledge not 1) mahe
clear explosives with Canad
supplied facililies.

Aid Under Safeguards

In h's speech Mr. Trud
oittlenet p threa.pant po
of eontinuing to aid develn,
st with reactars, enf
g the -trongest possible s
zuards  and _ fostering
growth of the Canadian nuc
mdusry L

“1t swonld be unconscion
under anv  circumstances
deny 1o the developing cr
tries the most modern of
nologies as assistance in f
quest fer highsr lving g
dard;." Mr. Trudeau said, *
in 2 waorld increasingly (
ceraed about depleting reser
of fossd hiiels, Fhotri foog %
ages, and about the need
eriuee ness, it waould
spansible a5 well to with
the advantages of the nw

= T .
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“As they did in the Truman years,
liberals and Democrats must again
take the lead in rallying America o
increase our defense capabilities,
both nuclear and conventicnal. The
defense budget recently proposed by
the Ford Administration would at
best keep our defense posture con-
stant, We believe this static policy is
not enough; in view of the nature of
Soviet palicy and the massive regular
increases in Soviet military pro-
grams, which show no signs of abat-

ing. We therefore recommend an in-.

crease in olr defense capacity. espe-
cially for the Navy, for research and
development, and for ready con-

'} ventiohal forces.’

This is the opening paragraph of a.

statement “‘For an Adequate De-

fense” by the Task Force on Foreign“

Policy of the Coalition for a Demo-
cratic Majority..

" The “liberals and Democrats” are
chaired by Eugene V. Rostow, Yale

Law School professor and a former

undersecretary of state.
E3E 3

The membership includeés such cer-’

titied liberals as Norman Podhoretz,
editor of Commentary; Albért Shan-
ker, president of the American Feder-
ation of Teachers and such certified
Democrats as formeér Treasury Secre-
tary Henry Fowler.

The statement has made a stir on

Capitol Hill, where some liberals and
Democrats are-trying to cut the Ford
defense ‘budget and deploring what
they maintain is a inilitaristic posture
by the United States.

The Coalmon sees thmgs other-
wise:
. "“We are dlsmayed by the drn’t to-
ward military vulnerabxlny and polit-
ical timidity in which this nation
seems to be caught up...Unless we set
a new and résponsible course, the
‘next two years may see the military

balance shift decisively towards the,

Soviet Union and its allies.!”’

The relationship between a strong;

defense and the national interest ‘is
summed upmasentence

“‘Our fundamental nanonal mLerest
in world politics is to achieve and

maintain a balance of power which’

could effectively deter war,””

That balaihce is to be achieved by
security ties among ‘China, Japan,
Western Europe, ““many other coun-
tries’’ and, of course, the United
States, and the abject is to deter So-
viet nuclear and conventional power.

Fo

EDITORIALS

‘For an Adequate Defense’

OMAHA WORLD HERALD
18 May 1975 (29)

NEW YORE NEWS 29 May _L:‘757
P.S. ON THE FORD SPEECH

And while President Ford is traveling around Europe
W1th the eniarged clout he garnered from Tuesday eve-
ning’s speech, how about his domg a quiet sales job on

the matter of inviting Spain

to join the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization, better known as NATO?

Portugal grows-shakier and shakier. Spain’s armed
forces, we are advised by a person who should know,
have not been. infiltrated by Reds as have Portugal’s.

There need be no great rush about asking Spain in.
But NATO, we feel, should at least consider such an in-

vitation carefully—and we think My,

Ford is 'a logical

person to urge that consideration, beginning now.

* ok % ;

The alterhative? -

““If, on the other hand, we al]va our-
selves to be decewed by the myth of
detente, reduce our military strength,
and permit our al]lances to erode, we -
may well suffer ircevérsibie’ defeats, -
which' ‘tould. iniperil 1he _safety” of

* democracy in Amerlca

The Coalition ¢ nds that the So-
‘viets pursue a pohcy of expansmn that
threatens America’s vital interests in
Europe, the Middle East and else-
“where:

It sees the ‘Soviet strateglc goal in
the Middle East a$ the gutfianking of
NATO from the South and doubts that,
American public opinion i§ “yet fully
conscious of the fact that Middle East
conflicts’ aré not isolated regional
problems, but are intregal to the de-
fense of NATO.”

This Soviet expansmmst policy is
“backed by a thilitary building pro-
gram which has no peacetime paral-
lel in world affairs.”

* ok ok

Whlle America's - defense budget
measured in constant dollars «has
been declining steadily for more than’
20 years, the Soviets have been in-
creasing at the ‘rate’ of 5 per cent a
year. In the view of this group:

“In the face of the Soviet military

‘buildup and Soviet foreign palicy, our

defense budget is an invitation to dis-
aster.’’

Noting that some new Democratic
Congressmen want to slash defense
spendmg, the group says that it is

‘‘confident these views will fade when
our party leaders confront the reality
of the mternatmnal and mmtary situ-
ation.” .

But—' S

“If we ‘fail to uphold this balance,
we Democrats could not escape our
share of resp0n51b1hty for greatly in-
creasing the prospects of political

1-E

despotism and eventual war.’ .

So, while there should be'a search
for a “true and reciprocal detente’”’
with the Soviets and continued dis-
armament -negotiations, we should
improve both our strategic and con-.
venuona] military strength. @ - ¢

‘Specilically, pending an agreement
that limits bombers, “the B-1 is in-
dispensable to help maintain the bal- |
ance of strategic forces through the
1980s. Research and development for
the B:l1 should not be further de-

"~ layed.”
¥ ¥ ok
The liberal-Democratic. ‘group
- makes a similarly strong argument
for the Trident submarine  program
“until equitable and verifiable SALT
agreements are reached.’” .

The group says that it i§ convinced

the country can afford both the pro-

" grams essential to our defense and
those essential to our domestlc well-
being. )

A greater problem is mobilization
of “*the will of the people,’’ which will
require the joint effori of the Presi-

“dent and Congress. The country must
be convinced that we need a greater,
fot a lesser, national defense effort if
we are to counter the Soviets and
create conditions in which peace can
be maintained.,

We have given the views of the Coa-
lition for a Democratic Majority in
some detail because they are basi-
callv the views of all who believe that
a sirong military posture is essential
10 America’s survival:

Recent setbacks in the Far East,
which occurred after the- Coalition’s
paper was written, have served to em-
phasize the need for strength and for
maintainence of a military estab-
lishment, backed by the determina-
tion of the people, which would dis-
courage potential enemies and make
possible a peace based on strength.
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Other Voices . . .

WASHINGTON POST 29 May 1975

The Mavaguez Aff air

Tbere is a clear parallel between
the case of the “Mayaguez” and the
political hijacking of a passenger air-
craft . Cambodia . . . [was] aiming
to, .. show the world that the eagle
has lost its claws. Instead they provid-
ed a timely opporiunity for the U.S.
to demonstrate that it will con-
tinue to play its global role as the

leader and main support of the free .-

world , ... -,

—Toronto Star (mdependent) ,'%

What has happeneéd is a v1ctory for '

the hawks in the U.S. Congress and
the Pentagon. By .its arrogant use of
armed might against a small country
already ravaged by war the U.S. has
lost much and gained little . . . Using
a sledgehammer to swat a ﬂy is a
strange way of . restoring US credi-
blhty [N

—Indian Express. New Delhi, Bom‘bay,

Madras andependen‘c)

) Americen prestige . ;. wﬂl ‘not be
‘restored by a display of mlght agamst
small countries but by'. . . the imag-
inative role which the world's most

powerful country is willing to play in’

building a new world order based- on

amity. and ' justice between ‘all eoun-.
.-tries irrespective of size or their m-‘ .

- ternal systems.

—-—Fmanc1al Express, New Dethi and
Bombay (independent).

There wereé strong voices in the

US Congress urging patience during.
The U.S. should have:

‘the crisis . ..
‘paused to think before overreactmg
- . . For their part the revolutionary

regimes of Indochina showld try -to-
" avoid incidents which ¢ah be made an_

excuse for intervention ... .

—Morning News, .

Karachi (mdependent)

Japan should not participate uncon-
ditionally in U.S. military reflex action
Looking to the future of the U.S.-
Japancse alliance we hope the T.S.
will use sound political judgment . . .
-—Mainichi, Tokyo (moderate).

It. was a mistake in judgment . . .
to "use force ... The action has
shocked ASEAN nations which are
groping toward peaceful coexistence
with the nations of Indochina.

—Yomiuri, Tokyo (moderate).

' Since the ' Americans abandoned
Cambodia and South Vietnam ‘and
since the introduction of U.S. marines
into ThHai territory, Thai-U.S. relations
have reached a nadir . . . Public feel-
ing is running high against the Ameri-
cans Washington. must realize
that Thailand has its own life to live

[ and must choose its own way . . . Thai-
iand will continue friendly relations
with the  Amerlcans, as. they establish

- closer relations w1th the Chmese and
Rusman people . . .

—Bangkok Post (independent).

Some of the marines airlifted to
Thailand came from the Philippines.

1f 'we do not end the u;e of our bases .

_there are fixed limits to
power.

paper uger

as departu.re pomts for mllxtary opera-
tions in other gountries we will soon
be in trouble.

—Daily Express, Manila (Government).

Pres. Ford gambled and succeeded
. But Southeast Asia no doubt is
still -convinced about the worth of U.S,
commitments. One “Mayaguez” does
not prove that. Washington has thrown

- off ‘theg. deadly lassitude of its Asmn

performances in recent months,

© —Neéw Nation, -

Smgapore (mdependent)

The rescue of the ‘Mayaguez_
no throwback to mnineteehth-century
gunboat diplomacy. Ford kfiows that
American
Washington is. shortening 'its
political {fronts and will from now on
strengthen those. alliances which re-
main lmportant to American security

. —those ,with Eu.rope and “Japan. . U.S..

support. will ' of course be.related to
the readiness of her parthers to help

- thémselves. This is the message; Ford :

will bring with him to Eurone,.

- say loud and clear that Amencé hag

demonstrated that she i$ no.longer a
After the mxll;ary suc-
cess politics and chplomacy will Te-
é..their rightful role.
=Frankiurter. Allgememe Zeltung,
o Fra‘nkfurt (conservat.we)

} The FERCH dld riot wait lung to resort -
i to "foree when ‘the dlplomatw moves

seemed to lag. This is the. preragative
of a superpower. -But it wduld be bet-
ter for aH of us if-the -term super-

‘power stood for something else-—such

as responsibility and justice . . .

- —-Dagens Nyheter, Stockholm (iberal}.

The "Mayaguqz”
lines” America’s willingness to . . . in-
terfere "if its vital interests are en-
dangered, If the Arabs base their cal-
culations on the hypothesis that the
U.S. has finally discarded Israel as g
vital interest they will lose far
more than a miserable freighter. . . .

—Daily Star, Beirut (independent).

If the “Mayaguez” was not so inno-
cent after all there will be awkward
questions to answer—the American
press san be relied upon to ask them—
but so far the evidence is against this.
Equaily intrigutng is what the Cambod-
dians thought they were doing, if they
thought at all. Perhaps somebody did
some independent buccaneering in or
der to prove his mettle . . . Perhaps
is was some sort of deliberate test or
provocation designed io discredit the
United States or damage still further
her relations with Thailand . . . What:
ever .the explanation the reaction of
the United States appears on present
evidence to have been both right and
effectively executed. B

—The Times, London (independent).

The rescue of the American mer-
chant ship “Mayaguez’’ and her crew

" has done far more than restore some

of the “face” America lost in Indo-
china aftér all her military defeats
there. It has alse given the greatest

2—F

was" -

: operauon under-'

‘and his Secretary . of State,

nation in the free world renewed con-
fidence in herself. Sad though it be
that a superpocwer should need such a
ohe-sided and relatively trivial en-
counter to provide a shot in the arm,
it is the stimulation that matters to us.
all, not the size or nature of the hypo-
dermic needle.

—Sunday Telegram,

London (conservative).

The unpredictable ruthlessness of
the new Cambodian regime, as shown
in its treatment of its own people, may
have been a factor in persuading
President Ford to take his risky mili-
tary action to rescue the crew of the
arrested American ship “Mayaguez”

As it is, President Ford has heen.
lucky Apart from the lives lost; the
chief damage done is to Amencan Tre-
lations” with Thailand and perhaps

_with some of 1ts other Asian allies. . .

The manner ‘in which Thai territory
was ‘ussd as a military base for the
Cambodxan operation, apparently in

spite of the Thai Governrnent’s pro-
‘tests, may make other Asian allies
look more closely at the military com-
mitments their alliance with America
involves Lhem in.
. - ——The Observer,

London (independent).

The U.S. military operat!on ends the

: Bebate about whether diplomacy must

always be exhausted before taking
actioh . Wasmngton has reaffirmed
the prmc1p]e of freedom of the seas
.. This is of prime unportance to
Israel because of the American
commitment to free navigation at .thé
entrancé to the Red Sea , , . . i
‘~Ma’ariv, Tel Aviv (independent).

Many- Americans are extremely
pleased that the affair was solved
militarily rather. than dlplomapcslly
and this shows that they really had &
heed to prove their strength after the
stagge‘rmg blows dealt them in Viet-
nam ... They needed a victory . ..
to break up a series of defeats and
this one fit the bill perfectly . . .

. —Le Figaro, Paris (conservative).

After so many political' and diplo-
matic - reversals, and the abandoment
of millions of South Vietnamese and
Cambodians, the United States has
won the'little war of the rocky islet of
Koh Tang ... Thanks to the brilliant
action of some 200 marines, 180 mii
lion Americans feel that their hono:
is safe ., . and that the world muss
not disregard the ability of its forces
to fight back. The sleeping giant can
sometimes suddenly come very much
alive, -

-—L'Aurore Paris (conservative).

What is Mr.. Ford trying to do 1in
Indochina? Reopen a war that just
ended in an unprecedented debacle?
The Republic Administration is very
SJmply fishing for votes; the . . . ma-
rines that were killed .— and probably
also some poor, unsuspecting Cambo-
dians — were sacrificed to the 1978
President clections . . . Gerald Ford
Henry
Kissinger were carrying out a
domestic political: operation aimed at
masking their inability to. control
events both within the Umted States
and without.

—L’Humanite, Pa.rls (Communist).

Comptled by Atlas World Press Raview
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Lessons of
Mayaguez
incident

The \\.mld will share in American relie
that the 39 members. of the crow of the
Mayuguez have survive d. President Ford
has received -ihe congratulations  which
alwavs Toliow o gamble that comes off. [t

. not dissimilar [rom the mole cony entio:
Qs “we must now .J“ them — \Ll{\ll

- hostages it embe wssies: il the authorite
swilt, shurp action and it kU(C(‘ rds, they wre
cnnﬂm:u]ulcd if it Lails, ahere is recriming:
tion. '
" That -said, l_hn;
Many  aceounts.
Penh are 13 hours apart.
within Phnom: Penh  (allied fo
secreliveness) arc - rudimentary. For
example. if Phnom Penh had made public its
decision to relcase the boat angd crew, A ush-
ington would have had aore tinic in which 10

is cnmuMng an

m()(unt
and Phnom

Washingion

As it was the landing and the broddcast waore
almost simultancoeus: {The broadcast by Hou
Nim, the . Information  Minister.
mention the release of the crew: <1)C(l[|cally

munications  hetween  Washinglon | and
Phnom Penh were reduced atone stage 1o ex-
. changes by radio broadceasts. In addition,

conceptions and interpretations. The Khmer
Rouge were obscssed wilth espionage and
sovereignty: the Americans with the safely
'of the crew and the ship. The US wanted to
avoid o humiliating insult as a final twist (o
the collapse of the policies and rcglme in
South Vietnam and. Cambodia.

The whole picture was not abways given by

Seventh Fleet at the time of the svizure of the
\Lndgucz thatit was not a quu.mn ofitheUS
" holgling Back {rom military ope rations forsd

nature could be mounted. When the marines
landed on Koh Tang, the Mayaguez wal
therc. but the men were known te have

stop the marifes landing on'Koh Tangisland. -

did not

butthe contextef the speech imipliesit.) Com-

Washington. Such was:iihe deployment of the

MANCHESTER GUARDIAN 24 May 1975 (29)

-escaped strafing by American plancs and Lo
be on the mainland. i{ the landing itsell was
hard to halt in time, it is difficult to oxplain
why the US continucd to homb wurchouses
and oil storage facilities at Sihanoukville and
an.airstrip at Ream, when the Mayvaguez iiad
already been secured and the crew had been
recognised in a {ishing boal on their way Lo
freedom. In the end, President Ford got what
he wanted, and with some huck. But the teain
of events shows thal military operatons are
‘hard wo stop once under way.

From this, at least, & certain lesson can be
drawn. The sooner diplamatic relations are
opened between America and her fofmer

. enemiesin indo-Ching, the better. Peace and

Communications ©
Khmer -

cach side was working 10 its own set of pre-’

hours. It was the Sooncsl anoperation of thut -

Ariendship are not going to develop quickiy,
‘Channels of communication are essential if
.there are not 1o be more Mayaguez incidents;
‘perhaps.. with  even more lragié
SeQUENCEeS.«,

There arc two wider lessons. One is for the

Communists. Surely it is entirely in their
fong-term  interests  to facilitate  the
Amcrican withdrawail-from South East Asia.
By rubbing their enemies' noses in their
defeat through incidents .involving United
States citizens. they risk drawing Americ¢an
armged forces back inte the arca, with &1l the
dangeérs .that _implies. They should 4void
these incidents when they can. o

The other lesson is for the Americans: The
desire of the President and his advisersnot to
have the Mayaguez crew carrvied off to the
Cambodian maibland is understandable.

~ Reports from that .country sugigest enough

chaos and random 6r organised ¢vuclly 1o
.make anxiety for their safety o first pre-
~occupation of their government. But what is
more worrying is sonie of the public and Con-
grg“;smnu] reaction Lo the Marines' vpera-
tiohi. An America licking il§8 Indo-China
wounds. is understanduble. So'is an America
anxious about its merchant séamen, But an
Amcrica tdo cagerly exulting in its ability to

hit back afterits defeat wouid be a danger o

itself and the world. The guarded support for
the President (rom Senators McGovern.and

Kennedy, on the mformzm(m then aviailable,

was Lhe right response. Senator Goldwater,

onthe other hand, said that if President Fegd |

had not sent'in troops “every little half-a\xul
nation is.going to take shots at us.”” That
attitude. oo easily adopted by a nation in
America’s ' psychological stznle; is pro-
foundly disturbing. ’

con-

'WASHINGTON POST
29 May 1975

Defending Europe

The following is excerpted from @&
recent speech by U.S. Sem. Sam Nunn
(D-Ga.}) to the NATOQ chiefs: of staff.

Other .than the  defense of North'
America no security interest is more
important to the United States than the
defense of Europe. Europe is the ances-
tral home for most Americans, and we
remain’ tied together by -history. We =
“share the same sources of civilization,
spiritual ‘commitments, and views about -
democracy and the préservation of free
“sceiety.

Beyond these stmng hxstorlcal and
cultural ties lies some equally important
.- economic realities. Europe is the' world’s
‘second largest ‘economic power, behind
the U.5. and ahead .of the Soviet Union. -
U.S. investments in Europe are now
over $50 billion. Europe is the world’s
. largest .exporter and importer. U.S: ex-
ports t6 - Europe total .over $50 billion
ecach year, providing -jobs for probably.
over two million Americans. Since 1972,
exports by the U.S. aerospace indistry.
alone have genetated about 90,000 new
* jobs. 'And Europe makes regular techno-
logical contributions that benefit Ameri-
can business, military forces, and our
daily way of 11fe

] ‘For these- reasons few would . argite.
with me when I $3y that a major U.S.
interest is to help preserve a strong and
irée Europe

However, some have suggested that -

- detente’ with .the Soviet Union has re-
duced the importance ‘of NATO. I 'don’t
agree with this assessment. While detente
.is a desirable goal and while we’ want
to ease tensions wth the Russiang ard
. other potential- adversaries throughout -
the world we cannot . forget 'that- the
Soviet goal of defeating Western democ-
-racy has never been renounced.* Detente
should, he pursued by thé West, but it
should be defined as an -easing of ten-
sions, not as the arn»al of the mﬂlenlum

ThlS momh s NATO summlt ought tobe a
useful occasion, perhaps even adecisive one,
if the participants will only face all the facts
including the disquieting ones. The most
impaortant of these is the possibility that
Portugal will leave the alliance and, having
done so, offer a base to the Soviet navy. Ifthis
were to happen though there "is no
immediate evidence that it will — the whole
basis of NATO strategy would be affected. So
would- the'security of the United States. One
Saviet missile-carrying submarme ‘based in
Portugai or the Azores would be fivetimes as. .
dangerous to Amcnca as one based 'in
‘Muyrmansk. )

There are, no signs at. present that' the
Partuguese Government, still dominated by

“the Armed Forces Movemént, wanis to leave

NATO. But the same cannot be said of the
present’ Government’s possible successors.

Alfeady- in 'practice the AFM wants the
United States to forgo the use of the Azores as
a staging point for ferrying milita:y supplies
to Israel. The AFM's argument is that a’
NATO base in the Azores is all very well so
long as'it is not, uscd to favour one side or'the

R " other.in the Middle East dispute. a dispute

which is not NATO’s direct. concern: The:

». {ragile structure

“unite
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argument is undeérstandable. Portugal does -

" not want to have her oil supply cut off by

resentful Arabs.

No more does Spain. But Spain wants to be
accepted as a respectable member of the
Western world. Tt has already granted bases

. 16 the United States, thoughnot toNATO, and

is. known to. want closer defence arrange-
mentswith the West. Ianshmglonthereare’
sympathetic ears to Spanish words, and’

' . Spain-may perhaps be seen, as a potential” -
“ substitute for: Portugal.’

‘The Spanish Gov-
ernment Has mentioned both in Washington
and in Bonn its interest in a cleser defence

.relatmnshxp with the US, and the matter

seemns even to have come up'in President
Ford's talk with Mr Wilson. Whatever the
reaction in Washington, it must be clear that
other Governments will nol tolerate any

. NATO invitation to Spam .
Another disquieting possibility for NATO'is -

that when Marshal Tito dies the Soviet Union
could, by fair means or ioul regain its once-
paramount influence i Yugoslavia. On
paper at least the Yugoslav Federation is a
multilingual, maulti-
racial, and multi-religious. Hitler did moreto
it- than anyone

3-E

else -could have -

NATO fraglle on the ﬂanks IR

done. That it has stayed unlted is a lnbutn
above all to Tito himself.. The danger that it
would -dissolve without himi cannot  be
ignored. 'And if it dissolves there would be
many in the Kremlin-who would see a chance
of ‘expansion and would want to seize it.'The
Soviet Defence establishment now owns a |
vast and modern fleet. It is an immensely
expensive collection of ships which would

-mightily, enhance Sovict prestige and influ-

ence if only it were not based oninconvenient
and inadequate harbours in‘the Arctic, the
Black Sea, and the far northern-western
Pacific. A dependable basc in Yugosiavia
would multiply the Soviet fleet’s eEEectlve-
ness as surely as ane in Portugal,

Neither of these unnerving developments
need. happen. But. if either of them -did

: NATQO’s strategic -position would . worsen.

Originally the alliance had'no nced to worry
about a Soviet navy. Today the naval threat
to western security is asserious as any other.
The hcads of Government ought not to be
content simply 'to' exchange compliments
when they meet. What they will need to do is
to undertake a good' deal of. concerted
contingency planning and to . agree on a
umted diplomatic eﬁort
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LOS ANGELES TIMES

“The prospects for democracy .in Portugal seem to
deteriorate by the day. .
" The Armed Forces Movement, which seized pow-
er from the rightist dictatorship 13 months ago, ap-
pears determined to ignore the Socialist Party’s vic-
tory in the April election, and to collaborate with
the expansion of Communhist Party power.

It seems clear, nevertheless, that President Ford
has gone the wrong way and that the European
Common Market has gone the right way in re-
sponding. For Portugal is not yet a hopeless case.

Ford told some foreign correspendents last week
that he intended to talk to America's European
allies about tossing Portugal out of NATO on the
ground that a Communist "element” is intolerable
in the military alliance put together to resist com-
munism. That is a clumsy way te put it. Portugal is
not yet'a Communist state. But its leaders are deep-
ly- suspicious of American intentions, and can fill
any plaza with angry protesters by just breathing
the initials "CIA."

The nine members of the Buropean Economic
Community have proposed a major economic assis-
tance program for impoverished Portugal. Implicit
in any such deal would be maintenance of some
semblance of democracy. It is an offer more likely
to influence Lisbon than are Ford's threats..

The Atlantic allies must do what they can to dis-
courage the Soviet Union from constructing a new

28 May 1975 (29)

Portugal: a Time for Caution

satellite. Moscow must be made-to understand that
any such adventures would take a heavy toll in the
process of detente and set back any prospect for
the European securily conference that Comrade
Brezhnev wants so much before the Soviet Commu-
nist Party Congress next year. But this message is
best delivered quietly, not shouted from the White
House rooftop.

It is a delicate moment in Portugal. Deep divisions
persist within the Armed Forces Movement, and
within the broader body of the military. Those fa-
voring 2 Communist solution may dominate for the
moment, but their power appears limited, and any
move Lo deliver Portugal as a puppet of Moscow
would stif no small reaction.

Much of today's extremism is an understandable
reaction to vears of a feudal concentration of power
and wealth in a few families in collusion with the
Fascist government. Capitalism and free enterprise
are despised by many because they are known only
by the Portuguese model. The reputation of private
business was further clouded by the feverish specu-
lation that accompanied a marginal effort at reform
before the 1974 coup. '

At the- moment. no one knows the extent of
government econamic control following nationali-
zation of the banks, which may have controlled as
much as half the industry. o

It is a time for caution among the Western allies.

DETROTT NEWS 23 Vay 1975 709y
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House rejects U.S. pullout

The House of Representatives has
firmiy rejected an amendment order-
mg the return of 70,000 troops. now
serving overseas. Congressmen voted
A1 1o 95 sgainst a troop reduction that
would have severely weakened mili-
tary streigth overseds and eroded the
belief of other nations in America as
never pefore.

Rep. Ronald V. Dellums, D-Calif.,
who proposed the amendiment to a
military appropriations bill, said he
had no clear idea about where the
troop withdrawals should be made,

other than to loosely specify the west-

ern Pacific, that is, Thailand, Japan,
South Korea and the Philippines.
If that proposal had gained favor in
Congress. renewal of war would be
inevitable and probably scon in Korea.
Ay evidence of a weakening in the
American will or comumitment in Asia
is an m\ itation to Communist aggres-
sion.

ment goes far bevond that. Its passage
alse would have dealt a severe blow to

our European allies, who are begin--

ning to sense the growing dangcx s that
surround NATG. ’

Europeans
alarm  the
strength,

watched
NATQ's

have
crumbling  of
with

obvious weakening of Italy, which is in

The import ol' the Dellums amend-

with-

the dispute between.
- Greece and Turkey over Cyprus; the:

-a constant economic-poalitical turnmoii, -

and the.swing of Portugal to the left.

Adding to this iong list of woes is the
decision of Great Britain to. reduce
drastically its defense budget. Bonit's
reaction. has been acerbic, with «the
Germans suggesting Rritain is on a
“bargain basement’ binge
military and that Britain, by cutting
its defense commirment. is engaging
in “‘unilateral disarmament.”

The British and -Germans are quar-
reling over statistics.” The British
claim their defense contribution to Eu-
rope is second only to that of the
United States. Germany says this is an
illusion—rthat Britain is a poor fifth.

Europe is worried that detente and

inflation imay do what the Red Army
Pact have nnot at--

and the Warsaw
teniipted to do—pring about the down-
fall of NATQ.

- The other anxieties in Europe about
uncertain freshmen congressmen and
the growing trend toward isclationism

in America have been answered. by,

two events in recent days—the rescue

‘of the freighter Mayaguez in the Gulf .

of Siam and the rejection of. troop
withdrawals=so firmly done—by the
House of Representatives.

With exciting rapidity, these two
cvents have changed the image of
America abroad--and not a mement

oo s0011.

with jrs

* Lifr the Boycott?

For too many years Cuba has been
under the control of an alien power. Un-
der the direction of the Soviet Union,
the Cuban regime has become an in-’
strument of the Kremlin’s secret intel-
ligence service, the KGB, for spreading
the Soviet brand of totalitarianism o
other nations of this hemisphere. The re-
gime in Cuba is simply not one of con-
cern to Cubans only, it is of concern to
every citizen of this hemisphere because

" of its intimate links to a hostile foreign

power, and because of the ruthless sup-
pression of civil liberties that it seeks to
export.

Cuba also prov1des facilities for the

"Russian navy-that on short notice can

be augmented so as to accommodate the -
Soviets’ most modern nuclear-armed
submarines. -

The sanctions maintained against
Cuba by the Organization of American
States [May 19] must be retained if the

. Cuban people are ever Lo have a chance

for freedom. But whether or not they

are retained, I shall oppose any atlempt

by the U.S. to restore fermal diplomat-

ic or economic relations with Castro

Cuba until Castro Cuba purges itself of
the Soviet presence.

James Buckley

U.S. Senator, New York

Washington, D.C,
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CUTIVE CORRESFONDENCE

THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY
¢ WASHINGTON, D. C. 20350 .

o ' The ™ Secretary of ‘the Navy takes pleasure in presentmg the
,,'NAVY UNIT COMMENDATION § (o3 R . _

| COMMANDER TASK GROUP 79 9 |
for service as.set forth 1n the following

- i'CITATION

For except1ona11y mentorious service from 13 May to 15 May
- 1975 while conducting operations to recover SS MAYAGUEZ and her
.crew which had been seized in the Gulf of Thailand by units of the Cam- o
- bodian Navy. Operating under the handicaps of a paucity of enemy intel- S
ligence relating to strengths and disposition, a total lack of accurate
information- as, to the location of the -Arperican crew of MAYAGUEZ, a
~ crucial shortage of helicopter assets, and inadequate maps of the terrain .
to be assaulted, the units of Commander Task Group 79.9, with opera-
- tional control of Battalion Landing Team, Second Battalion, Ninth Marines,
_quickly planned and executed their mission, exhibiting exemplary pro-
fessionalism and determination in the face of unprecedented military
- and political pressure. As a result of their courage, perseverance, mu-
tual cooperation, and selfless devotion to duty, the officers and men of
Commander Task Groip 79.9 were instrumental in the successful re-
covery of SS MAYAGUEZ and her crew; thereby reflecting great credit
upon themselves and upholding the highest traditlons of the Marine Corps
and the United States Naval SerV1ce. _ .

ﬂ”"“"‘”“”‘”"‘/

Secretary of the Navy

5O NOT WRITE ON THIS COVER AS IT IS INTENDED FOR RE.
RETURM !T WITH THE FILE COPIES TO ORIGINATING OFF' 7 _
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" By 'Geerge
\bayhington Pest
Presndrernt

‘capture of the Pueblo‘ spy-

'ship and a Navy patrol boat;”"

Président leon ‘with - the
- shooting down of ~the - un-

" armed EC-121 spy plane, and
. President Ford® with the. sei-

| zure of the ‘merchant ship -

L

‘Mayaguez. Grim simil
\ ex1st in all the incidents,

But 1n ‘what -is prob
.the most swmflcant d‘1~

like the others “"b’efor
:'aady has* ralsed‘ compel
questlons .

Why did not‘US authon -

ties knowledveable about
hostlle,actlons in . the ‘area
warn. the
-Mayaguez?

skxpper of the ~

[

Was there a-notheri ~intelli- B
- _gence gap that - precluded -

the draffing:-of:military con-
tlngency plans for capture

' on'the high-seas? -

Did the President under-

react or overreact" '

Tn all four 1nc1dents there

" were warning 51gns of hos-
tile action’ that. apparently
were ignored or not' taken
seriously by U.S. *pohcymak
ers. "Charges of\- ke

gap” were sop
b th he Puebl2

I T

. spite trhxe Warmn

]

!

. «Thomas

. the +Bueblo’s - gavesdro

- ships would

e Navy falled to

_mdssion off No: th: K
swbroad&cast
“from’ North Korea ‘that spy

‘of its, hosttle ‘mood, North--
Korean guerrillas - attacked

not- "be’ toler: :
-ated, Also, as' another sign, '@ .

the pre51dent1a1 Blue House !

in South Korea in a vain as-

H

sassination attempt ‘while’,
thezPuehlo ‘was out on “its’ ;

uf ,P;u@blo cktpp,er Lioyé: .
’Beut@hvetr was not told- of

r _oth<er ‘belhcose ae-

NY) of a House Armed
Servides Subcommittee in-'«,
vestlgatmg $hé Pueblo cap-,
‘ture, “show a: deflmte esca-
latlon intthe risk of a miss
; smn like the Pueblo"” K

“From a pomt‘ot v1ew of*

rephed “Adm.
then

hmdstght »
H Moorer,

:-1968.. ¢ .

3

. .ChlEf of naval operations, ‘it

e e

“certainly "'does
added, that' U.S. mlhtary

Mooner

leaders at the “time’ did _ not ;

see the Blue House rald ag'a

_break m the overall pattern '

of North Korean infiltra- -
tion. i
: The Pueblo ‘was captured

“'py ‘North Korean torpedo .
“boats -anid’ a subchaser off

the port-of- Wonsan on. -Jan.:’

23, 1968 One of heT 83-mam .
s killed during gbhes

DECLASSIFIED

jofec AN
{terntorlal.' waters a cla.lm .
dlsputed ‘to this ‘day by
Bucher. He said - the, ship . ‘

l never got W1th1n the 12r“m

Inmt asserted by North Ko- 1 )

» ! Prince Norodom - Slhanouk '
%+ had Warned American ships
" 4§ to.stay out of his part of the‘
Mekong River.

The State Department
‘ said then ‘that the’-patrol ’
boat - _had - 'mdeed
 “inadvertently * intruded”

1nto Cambodian waters: The

I Cambodian government said ..
it - would- ‘release

' American soldiers and one
© South Vietnamese aboard in

" exchange for 14 bulldozers.

Slhanouk réledsed the 12.

19, 1068, with

the 11~




DECLASSIFIED

- e e

paragmgly 1n hlS pohtlcalr
‘., campaign to the lack of ex- |
cecutive actmn ‘after the -~ -
- Pueblo was captured, r1sked
f,urther ‘North Korean retali-
. atory actlon in’ 1969 by let- y
ting a Navy EC-121 plane Iy |-
.off that. country on an elec- i
tronie ‘eavesdropping - ‘mis-’
s1on The ' plane -was. shot
~downi by North Korean-Migs ‘
" on April 14, 1969. All 31'men |
aboard died when the plahe-.
plunged 1nto the Sea of Ja-.
-pan. ]
l‘ The. danger S1gnals flymg
before the Mayaguez. was
1 boarded by armed Cambodi-
., ans on Monday some 60 .
: miles off ‘the -Cambodiaf’
| coast included, the . harass- .
| ment and capture’ ofother. '
ships in. the same area last

i o gm;nnbgat <
’Iainfllan ship:

Korean frelga-'e‘i'k was ﬁred
- upon May. 4 _in the general |
- ~.,',,_,__l_

»;‘ i government is insisting now :
: '1Ls as it did in-the Pueblo and
j

~area vihers “the  Mayaguez
" was seized.. The South Ko-
* rean Mlnlstry of Transporta-

f
[.* v tion;, apparently as a result .
H
1

of that vattack,:
Warnlng to shlps
_ area. i
~ But thére was no 1nd1ca- A
tion that American ‘officials |
| issued any warnings before
i+ the Mayaguez was seized. i
 Another  similarity- be:
|tWeen——the» Pueblo, EC-121 %
* and Mayaguez 1nc1dents was
. 'the decision to.rely on inter- .
: natlonal law—=not armament
- —for protectlon The " U.S.~

Jdssued & |
1n that .

r‘

 EC/121 - incidents, ‘that the,

. fiterchantman had the inter-
nlatlon’al nght of -passage.-

Bucher, before he set forth

Was ordered to rely on the

rlght of international pas-

‘sage 01 ‘the high seag rathér

"~ than his’ only armament——

‘two old .50 caliber machine
| guns. The: EC-121 and Maya-

- gues, were not armed at all.
~~.]'ohnson said. after the
P}Jeblo . captufe ’ that the

i faff had ad--

aJrehlmsons aides . said that
¥ their- primary aim’was to get:

" "the 82 men from the. Pueblo,
. Crew’ back home alive. y
i] Nixon, according to those
. who were with him -at the
i time, fumed when. his mili-
1‘ tary | adv1sers ‘failed to come

y
n

b =~

The White House -press
. office, reported that initial .
reactlon to the bombmg
of Cambodian  gunboats.
‘was funning strorgly -in
favor of . the President. -
As of 10 30 p.m. 'yesterd.ay,

1"7@%elephone calla
O EL hz

.+ calls
i commenting en the 51tua-
I tion. L

cHouse a]So

The White

PO SR Yo

~

WD

—

practlcal ways te
121. D
President Ford took a blg
gamble in taking direct mili-
tary action—and won as far
as rescuing ‘the 40 crew
members of .the Mayaguez.
It st111 was not clear earl.y
this morning whether Ameri-
can servicemen had been
killed in the rescue attempt.

Puhhc Reactwn Favers
B@mhmgs to Free Shlp

,recelvbd 250 calls, from .
people "favoring, bombing
the, shlps 51 calls agamst )
and 295 telegrams favor-
ing the bombing and 90
-agamst -3 .

: A State. Department 1
snokesman sard only Louni

v

a. v1gorous Amerlcan re-
_ 'sponse,” he said.

DECLASSIFIED
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ishing "a  public re

its “position, the

S S ealled the

ta,;*:’y, generalls atten.
ion tov the “threat to ipter- |

‘ national peace which has

been posed by. the_ illegal

\ § oo and unprovoked seizure by
ByiMarilg . Cambodian authorities of
. © Washington g2 : S the .. . vessel , . . in inter-.
, igeechours before L 7 L . national waters.” It said the
TrnSgiRpRours before UM €S, VS~ -y | - ship was unarmed. ;
-t rescue the Mayaguez ' and it -~ < Walcheim, according to a
. €rew,. the United Stateg yesterday asked ; ' spokesman, was “giving the
+ the secretary general of ‘the Uy Na.

.  ge ‘ nited Na. . . atter urgent attention
tions for' assistance in obtaining their re.: o

leafse..‘- : .
16 was a last diplomatic effos

+ lImcident ‘in' which diplomacy s

Fu ercise- partly--because Gff

1 .
i * with a view to finding a |
T way of solving the problem .
| by peaceful. means.” UN~

! - officialSinsaid We contacted-
the _Chinese mission to the

Cemtaln Situation. in, Cambodia, whete, 4 ‘i Nations - an .
Khmer Rouge was stil] in the process of 8
estaklishing governmental congpgp ares - | i
. .US.. Ambassador John Scalj “delividiga |
fhe Ietter. to Secretary Genetral - Kt -+ : , 3
9in an hour after the first milftary ’ i foXprossal eoncern !
pifiad  already “been taken when - - -+ lover the fate of persons . -
: *;.n tplanes sank three Cambedian ( who had sought refuge in
N { T embassy in Cambodia.

i officials said, set no deddiine”
Z§ release of the ship and. the erew
WVilarines were. already “ positiening -

4, There was no ‘evidenée, of-
es tomove. At 7 pm., the Uniteq = - - l
|

ficials said, that the cable'
had" been instrumental in :
any way in getting the re-
lease of those persons. o
Diplomats in the United
- Nations and in Washington
. coriceded that there were
{ few - diplomatic  avenues
open to the United States. .
.1 Waldheim, said one official
1. at the United Nations, could -

‘ 15 Issued a .statement saying “fhe - . . .
Secretary Geriera] is making ‘all possible |

.. efforts to achieve’a solution to the prob-

lem .of the U.S. merchant vessel Maya- |

- guez hy peaceful ‘means. -For thig purpose, |

.. the Secretary Genefa] has communicated |

« With the governments of-Cambodia ' and '|

1

|

1

4

© the 'Unit.ed States and'. has offered his- | -
good offices. ta the parties, He has 3lso

j @pbealed to them to refrain from further. ; [\offer ‘his “good offieés” but -
- acts of force in order to facilitate the | this presented a. preblem
_Process of peaceful settlement,” . E \ v “because we' deoiidtikion wio. |
" But even while the appea] was being o P e
anno.unced by a U_N.,spokesman’ A'Iheri- . ) e _w,‘,ﬁzw‘,_-:v__‘,_
" an officials were forwarding a letter re- . | were dealing with o
porting to the U.N. Security Council on the - | - B other side.” . .. 1
- ilitary action. Article 51 of the U.N. Char- - "4 Thegppedl sesthe segres
. ter.vre'quires that “meaures taken by mem-’ Lo tary general ‘followed -sev- i
bers in the exercise of this right of self | : eral earlier direct American
E defense shall be immediately reported tg } ] ' _attempts to get Chinese as- !

. the Security Council.”
In its first letter, .the United States
asked for U.N, assistance*but at the same
time served notice that- it would ‘“‘take

sistance in contacting Cam- -
bodian authorities. On Mon-
day, the day the Mayaguez
was seized, Acting Secretary
of State Robert Ingersoll
‘called in Ambassador Huang
Chen, the héady 6f thés Chis

.

tect the lives of American citizens andpro- 1

© perty” in accordtancé"yﬁﬂi"’the 'inhérent' :
Eﬁm of _self-defense condoried by the ULN. | nese liaison office in Wash-
a;-rte‘r\‘ . S ington. Informed - sources

See PIPLOMACY, A 16, CaL 2 - = = . . _said this was followed up by
: S o 6, 9“1*'37 T o . 7 “Tcomtact with  appropriate-

Chinese. offigials i Peking ,

on ‘seyeral”joccasions.
. . One, U.S.t diple
:' ‘W’e had ‘w @"é’f‘”
| “wail eI

DECLASSIFIED
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ngeivable (diplomatic) ap-
oacks” .. o Y e
In- Mose 5
, Iews agency ‘Tass swiftly re-
7'-@‘?\r1,.’_,ed the “U.S, attacks on
+~Cambodian” naVal - vessels
but made no comment,
.. Upited Press International
reported.

A brief Washington dis- .

patch said a Pentagon
. spokesman “explained the
" American Air Force strike

by maintaining that the '

Cambodians were  attempt-
ing to move to the mainhland
some of fcig.erccw wghiom: phe
American  Shib s ey 2
. tained on Monday” S
- The agency Tuesday
_Quoted some. western re-
ports as saying-the U.S. mer-

chant ship Mayaguez -may

have been engaged -in spy-
ing activities. ' - ’
Tass also reported 1,100

U.S. marines had been sérit’
to Thailand in connection -

with the incident. -

- Approach to Sihaﬂbuk

On Ship Release Fails

By John Burns
Toranto Globe and Mail

PEKING, May 14 — Aft-
tempts by U.S. diplomats
here to engage Cambodian
Prince Norodom. Sihanouk
and the Chinese government
in efforts to secure the re-
lease of the American con:
tainer ship Mayaguez
reached a standstill Wednes-

day in the wake of the nega-

tive response to the-initial
representations on Tuesday.
Officials of the U.S. liaison
office refused any official

~comment on the representa-

tions but it was learned that
Prince Sihanouk and the Pe-
king embassy of the Khmer
Rouge government had

failed to respond to requests

for 'the ship’s immediate re-
lease. .

The Chinese foreign min-

.istry, asked to intervene with

the Phnom Penh- authorities
on Washington’s ‘behalf, was
understood to have refused’

. on the ground.that the mat:

ter was not ifs concern,
The official Hsinhua News

Agency had not reported the

seizure more than 48 hours

after it occurred and. diplo- |

~
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‘m«é;ts aﬂached —signi-ficance

to \the noncommittal stance

“takem by vice premier Teng

Hsiag:Ping, who was ques-

‘tigned about the ineident in !

Paris.-

Teng, who has been in ef-
fective day-to-day control of

the government since Pre-
mier Chou En-Lai went into
hospital a year ago, was
asked what China would do

- N

_if Washington took military :.

action to get the vessel back. '

Teng was reported to have
answered that there was

nothing Peking could do to -
it—a mild response when’

Peking’s - -
forthright support of North !
- Korea's seizure of the U.S.

compared - with—

spy ship. Pueblo seven years
ago. )
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AT

Members Brlefed

By Spencer Rich ~
Washingtou Post Siaff Writer: -

S o S President Ford received strong support
. I - S _ ' last night from most of the top congres-
- oo ' - LR ' ‘sional leaders who heard him outline plans. -
B for landing forces on the island of Tamg
S L . -~ os-to-Tetzieve a captured ship and,its.erew,
Lot s -« . - accordimy tb several members vwhm‘weme;..
E "1 - -~present a}t the briefing session, - - aas
: RS "ﬁ’emmnv to' Cambodia’s seizufie;of e -
@mse GOP Leader John JtRi
mﬁmﬁsam “I said from the stamt;
ﬁ piracy; we should try’ toh
[ thire‘gh dlplomacy but if neéded; &
| ! cowldi'uge force . . . I have no dbs]re‘ct-l»o‘
: to whaaitahappened ?o Wik E
' S’P)naﬁtc GOP Whip Robert P. Gr;'ffdm\{(ﬂ—:
Mlch) gaid response of congressional .
_ § leaders to the plan was “generally favers -’
O able” and he supported the administration
. . * actions “under the circumstances.” v
. Senate Democratic Whip Robert C. Byrd .
% (D-W:Va.), who had strongly urged quick
. action in the last few days, said, “I support . -
' the effort to land Marines on the boat and
the island in an effort to recapture the :
ship and save the crew.” -
Other members present said there Were
: .some demurrals to the President’s plan,
o | at least in several aspects. Senate Majority.
: "+ t Leader Mike Mansfield (D-Mont.), long a _
* foe of military action, emphasized particu- , .
larly his strong .concern ' about plans for . .
possible selective bombing of targets in X
} Kompong Son on the mainland. Sens. John
t L. McClellan: (D-Ark.) ahd Byrd also re-
i portedly expressed concern on the pro- .
J posed mainland bombing plan.
J -Rhodes, Griffin and Byrd all said there -

weren't any indications that Cambodia had. > )

_been‘given a specific time- ultlmatum——to*

return the ship by a set deadline or face. ™"
l attack—but Rhodes said a note warning.

4
| Cambodia that it “must” be prepared to
- accept the consequences” if it didn’t give; .
¢ up the ship and crew was given to the.
‘ Chinese liaison office here and it’appeared: .
that the . Chinese forwarded it to Cam -

Tang was anhau 5 there ‘was wide- -
»spread support _im' Congress for some
‘forceful solution, despflte ;spggestlons from_ -

See INFORM{AIL« Col. 1:
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g I some mernbers thiak militady |
action be délayed to. press '
i for a diplomatie selution.
Rep. Wayne Hays {(D-Ohio);. !
expressing... a widely held
view, said aftérthe U.S.sank. .
three Cambodian - vessels ‘
that he was “only SOITY they
didn’t sink 17 ratler than '
three.”. . T
The Senate Foreign Rela- !
tions Committee; after a
three-hour priefing with ad- .
. ministration officials, unani-
. mously approved ‘a resolu- |
" {ion condemning Cambodian
seizure of the Mayaguez dnd"”
supporting the President’s .
- right to use force under the
"~ gonstitution to retrieve it,
' ‘albeit within the limits im-
' posed by the War Powers
S Act, : oy
That act declares that if
' the President, in some emer:
gency, must use force with:
) out first coming to Congliess, .
for a declaration of war or
similar advance- authox;i' -
I' tion, he must report his 4c-
* tion to Congress and n:mst
. cease the military operation
, within 60 days unless {on-
_-gress specifically votes to
"£continue it. |
:“3‘7' "While a few senators—in-
;-(*»cliiding George McGovern )
1" (D:S.D.) and Edward M. Ken-
> nedy.. (D-Mass.)—and House
'] s, were urging cau- !
n -declaring that there
mdy E@Iﬁ:ﬁ“;been too much
Eflxsgfe"t@-‘uﬁe force, the broad
i ‘mg@q.waﬁ‘ﬁifferent. -
© Whére seemed to be an al-
.+ most pervasive sense, that,
. the -United States having
‘been humiliated in Vietnam, .
it must now strike with -

@

: éoi‘cé th show that it would !

as an _armgant act of intéra{ !

' national lawbreaking by a |

: * timy nationm. - ‘

: presidentt Ford informed:
members of Congress of ' his.

.. ulams to use U.S. forces, but

the jncident may” have" ?eég

toietied sonie old wounds, in=: ,

\lving congressional charges 1

1+ the White House acts i

t + consulting Congress |

¢ : tel ‘L

e

af:t ;1
the -

T | botibing’ i an
},shipsﬂ,- President - Ford - in- |
structed his congressional:lial- \

\ son men, Max Friedersdort,

© Bill Kendall and Pat ODon-| L

not tolerate what many saw’| -

R
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ell, to : ;&c;pngressi’ -

a)j der a g-;them k;r.; W

Q) , lisessome £orm!

?ﬁ"f Sibing  wim't
pecifiod: . - o

She M .
% ‘At -abous--5:30=p.m. Tues -+

[:his views, “We'
. hformed, not consulted:=

B S
ey ]

*

day, the liaison men called-+ J}ﬁe@ vt informed, no
 Rbodes. and then a long:, psaiged”
succession of leaders in- A 'Iihg difference * iétween

cluding Mansfield, Byrd,: 1;Ma Field’s view, and Nes- |

:
l
)
!

!
)

! Eastland (D-Miss)) specifical-s

(SRS

N

- GOP Senate Leader Hirgh -

Several of the senators
who were informed simply - o

nell for the information,

.advice

tffé@, like Armed Services
Chairman John Stennis (D-

1y endorsed it. o

O the basis of thesetl'con-r
ﬂ_*___’______: Lt :
. ts;éfg,; ‘White House press
. secrefary Ron Nessen issued

"R

- thanked Kendall and OjDon-" - h‘_consu‘lt’.{ means to get prior .

I3 - P
“snoda decision. To:
B A . b
stmply means to ; lef
gress: know. I
e dsident Ford & @id - ;\"gq
mueh further than seversl
of his’ recent preﬁggggse%s :

‘g fyoriagy ) { sen’s lies in how you inter -
Scott and Griffin: . E'pr«et the word “consult” To -
| Manstield and many others,

e .
e B

of Congres?,# ask %;

PRrra i £ .
55‘-‘%% Byrd, Strom Thur- opmi;ricns and pay it somie
nd4(R-S.C.) and James redlattention in & X

letting Congréss™ Know .
et o

.a, sta»tement yesterday 'that : m,
l,eadfe‘r'S had been given “con-
g’tﬂ fion”  and that it!had
produced “a strong { con-
sefisps of support and o

| objections.” . ot

| Laté last night, most of

. the same leaders were ‘call- .
'&d to the White Houseland

. send U.S. forces directly in

' to take control of the Maya-

- guez. The Presidenit re:

1 portedly also said he would ’

comply with the requirement

| _of notification to Congréss

. under the War Powers*Act.
Sen,- John Sparkman {D-
Ala,), Foreign Relalions
Comittee chairman, told

_.——————-——vr—-'—-_—' - .
reporters after the meetii jg
that ‘e had been called By
phehé fwice on Tuesday’ and

_ brisfed” last night. “1 icall
that a pretty good degree ef
cofisultation.” e

-, Manmsfield, however, thad '

an_ entirely different view.r T T

He issuéd a denial that there 1

had ‘be‘i;en' meaningful con- '

sultation.

.- gafly yesterday he said,

«f was not briefed either .
yesterday morning or this! -

afternoon, nor was I col-:
siilted; e thefact: I was
notificd: aiter'the fact about !

| what the administration had !
: already decided-to do. I did. + ;
| ot give. my; appr@va‘l%‘ir‘ ‘dis- !
© approval.”’ T o
. Lastnight, after the White i
| House meeting, he repea'itfedj

N
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+

what he intended to do. But
it also seems eclear that the
basic
had been taken before the
congressional leaders were
contacted, and probably only
would have been ‘reversed
had there been total and un-
- Temitting oppositiei -from

decisions for action

1 were told of further plahsdo..i.. 7 alt~the congressional lead-
ers. | ' sren
L
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(‘ The families of the crew-
‘men, anthe MNéyaguez mer-
! 3hip. reacted joyfully
thls morning to the news
that all hands.were safe—
“ending long mghts of an-
- guish.

“Im just thrilled” said
Lorene Amnderson of " New
Orleans, wife of the ship’s
) chqef steward Ervm Andel'-
“ son, 53.7

“They did what they had
to do,”" she said of the
American servicemen who

went to. the. rescue. “I'm j,ust .

sor_ry if some of our Marmes
got hurt. .

“I'm sedated right ;now,” .
- she added. . just
too much.” Her doctor put

“It’s "justi been

her on sédatives becalese of
the strain, she said.

Linda Shemper of Hat-‘
daughter .of -

tiesburg, Miss.,
Frank T. Conway; who was
in the ship’s engineering

department, said the rescue

was “Just’ fantastic.” But T

just leel terrible about the'

poor Mannes
Mrs.

"Shemper, saxd she'-
was- beginning .to lose hope .

of seemg her- father agam

."“because of all the shoot-
ing” yesterday. “Now I can’t

wait until he comes home.”
Cathy Wesley of  Roches
ter, N.Y, sister of Maya-
guez crewman Robert (Ted)
Friedler, said, “I did: not
want to see any bombing
or bloodshed. But apparent-
ly the Cambodians now

_realize that we mean busi-
‘ness, that we are not Tness-

mg around.”

Said Marion Bock of Bo-

gota, N.J., wife of M4 vagaez
radio ¢ f f1 cer Wll’bert N.

DECLASSIFIED

- years oldy.and:

Bock:-
the news, we were klssmg
one another.”

-“Thank God,” was all
Joyce Mullis could say. She -
is the niece of James C.
Mullis, 49, and she~immedi-
ately asked thHe reporter to -
call Mulli\s’ mother. But Mrs.

, Mullis, ~according to her

- other’ son, John, “couldn't

even held . COnViersationt
she’'s se Dy CiShds 4
Al iheen
el )
seama‘mﬂl\n«w--

JRESAE

a great st¥aimy
Mullis, altse‘waﬁ
ik




swerve just tickled to death
that it's all ever with, 1 sug-
T felt we

i
|
-i
{ gested this . . .
Should give them a little
. tinie, then tell theim we were
| comiing in ‘and take some
n to save those boys.
me a mhx‘chafxt seaman
1f, ahd I'd want to know
oversiment was coming
st et . o ’
. Adah Doyle of Tole:
hio, first heard the
that her son, John, was
safe when a reporter ealled.
“4Are they coming home’

of felt maybe they
would, but 'm not sure.”
- “Mrs. Doyle said she was

l.the spa even after what she
called this “harrowing ex-
perience.”

Jerty Gilbert,
-son of erewman Earl C. Gil-
| bert, said, “Maybe the world

‘will realize now that the
is not going to sit hack

and 1et everybody push us °
around.”

He sgid the Gilbert family
stuck close to their tele

vision in thelr Pasca
goula, 5., nome yester:

" day-—waiting anxiously for
- some word sabout the ship
{and her eréw. .

i, Tolede.

g besides sit on their
hs.”? ’

Mrs, Francis Pastrond. of
Kenner, L. rd the goosl
Rows on television. No one
from the government had

hand, 59 was safe. “We just
heaved a sigh of velief,” she
said. “Inn so gald they're

sale)

She said her husband has
Wween  avsay  from  home
almost  six  months. 1
qught all atong they'd et
wose men back,” she said.
_ Yolande Stancato of Ken-
sha, Wis., whose brother,
atore E. Puntilla, is a

| ve got a housefal of
| people here and we're cele-
i brating with coffee and rolls.
. No Jtalian wine now. We'll
| wait until Salvatore comes
. home far that.”

ing in Mobile. Ala, sadi

‘r
.

asked  immediately. I
‘Her son would return to |

22-year-old

Ohig, Tevience

hand on the ship, sajdl™

1

called to fell her, her hus- |

i e e

=
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' gyearoid "daughters - had -
"' been allowed to stay up as |-
Mise nows of (irewetion-began.
! to break. “They got to hear |
the President say their uncle

| was sefe]” she said. -

She said the family as of
midnight. Washington time,
had mot- heard from any
government officials, though
they had received 2 tele: .
gram and a phone call from )
the ghip’s OWNErs. ‘

- wf was affaid for the ones
taken off the ship until the
President came on. T think
he did well. T just hope faleg
body was Hurt,”. Mrs. Stan-
eato said.
For San Framcisco’s Al
bert Minichiello, 63, who is
scheduled to retive in two
s on an engineer's

ar

and grill. [
Diamos, who de- |
himself as Minig
silo’s Jifelobg friend and |
*.who operates Coffee Don’s

' on 29d. Street in Sap Fran-

' ission District, said,
a to be quite a l
on fur Al when he }
¢ hack. Al's a member of
cluh here we called the
the Wl gang and

o)
@
Ioyer
-we're going to have a beer |
hust.” t

- b his e es_ compiled
/Y froin veports by Washington.

‘ Siaff Writers Marilyn
@ Morris and

Wy i
abv2ia

-
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Families End Long N lghts of Ang

 The famlhes of the crew-
men on the Mayaguez mer-

chant ship reacted joyfully

this morning to the news
that all hands were safe—
ending long nights of an-
guish. '

“I'm just thrilled,” said
Lorene Arnderson of New
Orleans, wife of the ship’s
chief steward Ervm Andet-
son, 55.

“They did -what thev had

to do,” she said of the
Amerlcan servicemen who

went to t.he ‘Tescue. “lm Just :

“she added

sorry if some of our Marines
got hurt. - o

“I'm sedated right.now,”
"It’s Just been
too much.” Her doctor put
her on sédatives becayse of
the strain, she said.

Lind& Shemper of Hat-
tlesburg Miss., daughter of
Frank T Conway, who was
in the smps engineering
department, said the rescue
was “just fantastic. But I
just feel terrlble about the
poor Marines.”

Mrs. ShHemper said- she-

was-beginning to lose -hope

of seeing. her father again

. “hecause of all the shoot-

ing” yesterday. “Now I can't
wailt until he comes home.”

Cathy Wesley of Roches-
ter, N.Y, sister of Maya-
guez crewman Robert (Ted)
Priedler, said, “I did' not
want to- see any 'bombing
or bloodshed. But apparent-
ly the Cambodians now
realize that we mean busi-
ness, that we are not mess-
mg around.”

Said Marion Bock of Bo-
gota, N.J., wife of M‘ayaguez
radio Offlcer Wlbbei't N

. Mullis,

Bock: "“When we- “first. got"
the news, we were kissing
one another.” :
-“Thank God,” was all
Joyce Mullis could say. She
is the niece of James C.
Mullis, 49, and she immedi-
ately asked the reporter to -
call Mullis’ mother. But Mrs.
according to ‘her
other son, John, “couldn't
<ven hold. a..conversation;
she’s so happy. She's " 74
years old,.and this h'u ‘been
a great strain on her.”. ..
Mulhs also a’ seaman liv--

(ovn)
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ing in Mabile, Ala., said;

"We're just tickled to death

that it's all over with, | SHE

gested this I felt we
should give them a little
time, then tell them we were
coming in and take some
ar'tnm Lo save those hows.

'm a merchant seaman
mysclf, and I'd want to know

Wy government was coming

o goet met

Mrs, Adah Doyle of Tole-
do. Ohio, first heard the,
news that her son, John, was
safe when a reporter ealled.
“Are they coming home.”
she asked immédiately, T
“kind of felt maybe they
would, but I'm not sure.”

Mrs, Dovle said she was
sure her son would return to
1the sea even aft;r.-r what she
called  this “harrowing ex.
perience.” '

Jervy -Gilbert, 2tyvear-old
son of orew man Earl € Gil-
hert, said. “Maybe e world
“will realize now that the
U i nol going in sit hack
ard let everybody push us
aronnd !

He said the Githert family
Stuck  elose 1o their  tele
vision seloin thea Pasia-
#0UWia, Miss. home yestor-
fl.'a_‘.'--—-'\'-‘aﬂ:ing anxiousiy  for
some ward about the ship
and her crow,

T Toledo, Ohio, Terrence
roxle, brother of ¢
John Dovle, 47, saj
atl thoy {mally did s
thir fdes st on their
1Thum :

RYPRY Breis Pasd o
Kevoer, Lo beared e s
news on felevision, Nooo
from the  governmen )H(l
alled to tell her, ber hus
band, 39 was !
heaved a sigh of velier”
Ml )l own Lalkd
safn”

o

Bl said her husbaud hos
heen avay fraw hame
#1maost Six monthes,
theught all atong (hey'd 3
those men back,” she said,
Yolande Stancato of Len
asha, Wis, whose hrather
Salvatore E. Puntille, iz g
deckhand an the ship. said.
“We'lve  ptot a housetad of !
peaple hore and we'ra cole-
brating with coffee and rolls,
Na htalian wine now. We -
watl until S.ﬂ\mmo comes |
Home for that,

AMrs. Stancato said  that
her brother Robert’s 7 and
4-veareld daughters  had
been allowed to stay up as
the news of the action-began
te break. *They got to hear
the President say their uncle
was safe.” she said.

She said the family as of
midnight Washington time
had not heard from any
goverpment officials, though
they had received a tele-
cram and a phone call fmm
the ship’s owners.

1 was affaird {or the ones
taken off the ship until the
it ocame on, T think
»did well, T just hope no-
body was haet” Mrs. Stan-
e said,

For San Francisco's Al
bert Minichiello. 63, whe is
duled to retive in two
maenths  en - an  engineer’s
peassion, this last, memor
able voyape will be capped
with a party alt a neighbor-
haod bar and grill.

Frank Diamos, who de-
seribed himsel!  as Mini-
chielle’s life-long friend and
who operates Coffee Don’s
on 22d Streer in San Fran

=3

he quife a
aly Al when he
prets hack, Al'sS & member of
K elub here we called -the
‘over the Thill gang' and
we're going to have a beer
hugt.”

This stery was compiled
Fum wm)r/u. iy u‘ﬂ\hmgrm
Woritery Marily
» Marris md
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" The Mayaguez crewmen ‘are known totﬁ' ve bee@ taken ';
off their ship Ato the island soon after tﬁela i t_
the' Maring: _were seekmg to rescue %

. igand.
R Pespite, the, .t

7T Cambodian T it nd 34 miles away, Defense Department
sources said late’ yesterday, as the Marine attack was
getting underway, that they “thought” most of the crew- ;
men were still on the island, but they were not certain.

py Pefense Department spokesman Joseph Laitin acknowl-
edged . that one of the roughly seven or eight Cambodian |
, Batrol boats in the area succeeded in getting to Kompong | t
. Som. on the mainland. Senior officials also said this boat- | -
A éﬁpeamd to carry a.bout 40 passengers and that U.S. |

v - —

lots thought they.saw, some “Caucasian faces” abpard -

d may have chasén not to fire on. that boat’ When hose
~Eaegsiete sighted. - .
Thou g1h officials concede that from a mrhtary stand-
o) mt’ﬁﬁ- e are-very few .significant. targets. in a xusal .| .
hke Cambodia—even more so after the new Com- .
;,ulers have dispersed the urban population 1nt=o
,tw51de—plans for either bombing of airfields of
bt f ports have been considered, it was learned. -
-, In-moyving the Marines directly from Thailand onto the: ,
'USS Holt and the island, the United States may well have |
t@om@hed with a demand by the nervous. governr?fen’t of
Hhiland to get the Marines out of the country ithet, Om,
#h hand, by moving the Marines v1rtua11y iny e
A at,..‘ rom those bases, the Umted States appeared tog;

iy i
R {

Pada

be d1sregard1ng a Tha1 demand that it ‘not use, Mar ek
from.its-bases to take back the captured ship by= force. ' :

f

j A Thai Foreign Ministry official called the earlief
|

|

: smkmgj of gunboats an act of “madness—taken with no *
lit; for the consequences to Thailand;” the Asso-
aul—if,,ress reported.

8 thzoi

; ! while, the United States, which had v-rrtually ng |
- % f'orces ‘gexcept airplanes in the vicinity of,the Cambiodian *~ - 5
!

>

| toast when the incident took place last Monda‘y, ]S now oo
! building up a sizable force. : i
Aside: from the- Coral Sea, destroyers and some 1, 1@@ !
. Marines, another attack carrier, the Hancock, was steam-
, ng toward the area and a helicopter carrier, ‘che Okinawa,
f With. m’ore Marines aboard, was also- heading-for- the;%
i of Siam. The Okinawa and the Hancock were thought-te.")
1 Bl e Tabout a day’s sallmg tm1e away

N B g, -
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on first said: that in- addmon to thie three ’boat”sfrepem
destroyéd four othérs were damaged and ‘immobilized:

Later, however, Laitin said there wasn’t enough informa-
tion to verlfy that four had 'been damaged

8]
Tate Tuesday mght Washmgton t1me Wednesday
i Cambodian time, is still- somewhat confusing.

Pentajgon sources say apparently some, of the vessels were
* coufhing out from Kompong Som, others were heading into.

'the port and one or-two others may have been hiding in

n n sald that U.S. planes, prior to their attack on the
b,o,a.t‘s%had been receiving small-arms fire from the Cam-
"hoats. Laitin said that after giving warning (pre-
- Sy y,by shots across the bow) the-U.S. planes attacked
in an effort to block the movement of the captive crewmen
1o the mamland ' '

f:i'» ‘ﬁae?w sel which' “may have had c¢rewmen aboard
t»*st@{pf . Some Pentagon sources said they, were
* eonfident ¢ it there were no Americans on the-ships-that
. were»destroyed Others said they were not completely con-

2 P

| “On M
-+ ship- he“ded%“h‘i}vards our territorial waters.

. and prov ﬁe disputes,

Lo .‘1'

s e

. The C‘ambedlan statement momtored m Bamgkok sa1d
accordmg to i*IéTmted Press International: o
‘:}fc 2-p.m., our patrol ship® spe»’:teda laz _‘ge )

“The ship continued on its .way deeper into Khmer
territorial waters, passing Poule Wai Island, about four

~ or five kilometers to the east. Our patrol ship then inter-
* cepted the ship to investigate and report to higher au--
: thorlty While investigating them, two F-1058 circled over:
| “the ship, the entire day. Since 'dawn of May 13, four o

,’ six F-105. and F-111 continued to fly over Poulo Wai

I‘cﬁﬁ;d Tang Island and in the area of the port of Siha--
‘ noukville (Kompong Som).”

Hu N1m said the Mayaguez deliberately entered the -
temtenal waters of Cambodia.

e are sure that it was not by error in navigation
Ee: like the American ship has electronic radar and mod-’
T, scientific _equipment,” he sard. “It was a violation |
of our territorial waters——spymg, in order to“cheat world
opinion and to accuse Cambodia of provoking a dlsp}ate

“The Ford administration must be responsible, before
Cambodia and her people, before the people of the world,
as well as before the American people and their pohtlcmms, ‘
for their acts of spying and violations of CambodLan em;;-
torial integrity. Py

The ‘broadcast was apparently made by Hu Nim When
the Khmer Rouge thought they were still in control of
the ship.

. for the Mayaguez, we have no intention of keeplng
it mdehmtely or to provoke any dispute,” Hu Nim sa1d
“What"we want té find out is what the shlp’s_mtentmnﬁk
was-and we want to warn thiem not to viplate.o! igorral
waters in the future. = "

“It is for this reason: that- our pat
“the. Maya*guez To investigate their: ent1on ahn _Teport
i authofities: for a decision to allow it to leave
‘terrlt:onal waters, and to warn them 16t to spy
as'we did with another ship, flying -
" the Panamaman flag, whlch was released by us on May 9.7
o

—t

L ETh

¢ i
trol“shlps ﬁﬁﬁepted

Cambe

\
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By Mlchael Getler and Carroll K11patr1ck
5 Washmgton Post Staff Writers

o

their way onto tiny Tang Island against
opposmon irom Cambodian forces.

!~ President Ford announced the successful recoverv to
the nation shortly before 12:30 a. m. today. He praised the
““yalor and- sacrifice” of the troops that carrled out the

i

ioperation.

~ The Pentagon said early this morning that no total of

U.S. casualties was available, but-it was reliably reported

‘that at least four of the 12 Air Force helicopters went’
&%w;n during the initial landings on "Tang Island and the

tretgelr;e @rt USS Holt. 7
hortly “ffer 10:30 p.m. Washington time, the U.s.

(g Estroyer Wilson reported sighting a small boai. flying .

W 'vl‘ee ﬂags At 11:15 pm Defens€ Secretary James R.

S -

Schlesmger called Mr. Ford with the news that the small |
boat held about 30 of the 40 crewmen and that they were 1
safely boardmg the Wilson. . ‘

It was still not -clear early this morning! w‘h;ether the

. cfewmen were released by Cambodlan forces or ~were. T
- rescued. - \ - l

. Later it was learned that all the crew members .were
safe, presumably all of them found aboard the small boat,
and that five Thai citizens had also been recq T
were presuméd to be the créw of a Thai fishing Joat
tured several days ago by the Cambodians.
At 11:09. p.m., U.S. fighter-bombers from the aireraft~
,camer Coral Sea launched air strikes against the alrfleld :
at Rean near the Cambodian port of Kompong-Sem:- B

“Ford said a1r strikes were made agamst “nearby mﬂltarry} ’

installations.”
‘Presidential press spokesman Ron Nesse
that there were ‘“some casualtles” ,among il ’tlhfe ;

DECLASSIFIED
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sed. A fourth went down on the coast of Thai-
4th, according to informed sources, landed
iland but was badly damaged by gunflre

In announcing the safe recovery of the’ Mayaguez and

" ! its crew early this morning, President Ford said: “The

i forces that Have successfully accomplished this mission
| are still under hostile flre and are preparing to dlS-
1 engage.” !
- Sources indicated that U.S. air strikes against the Cam—
. | bodian mainland had been halted.
' Mr, Ford said: ‘I wish to express my deep apprec1at10n
..and that of the entire nation to the units and the men who
" participated m these operations for their. valor and -for
* their sacrifice.”

The President reached the dec151on on final plans for

other i ceS‘i{ One helicopter crashed on Tang Island-

‘Neswen said the “military 'o‘perations were well under

way before” thé United States received the first Cam-

" bodian government statement on the incident Sihiee the
* Mayaguez was seized Monday—an offer to return the §hip.

But the -two-pronged assault had already successfully’

. -recaptured the Mayaguez with Marines who were heli-

coptered to the destroyer escort,USS Holt and then storm-

ed over the rail when the Holt drew alongside the

freighter.
Other Marines,

flying in helicopters from ‘bases i

Thailand, .landed on three—mlle—long Tang Island under R

-_f1re from Cambodians.

Jet ﬁghter-borﬁbers from the U.S. aircraft carrier Coral

"Sea also attacked the island in support of the Marines. © '
The first Cambodian arnouncement came in the form :

i

.of a communique read over radio by Informatlon Mlmster
- See: ,SHIP Alﬁ Gol 1

[P WL SRS -t Rliad ~

the military operation during a lengthy mid-afternoon
: f meetmg w1th the Natlonal“Securlty~Counc1l

.t

Hu Nim at/ ‘ffﬂﬂpm Washmg‘ton time. In. the‘&[ Sminiite —5
‘broadeast, he saald according to an udofficial transh :
. "Basedvon thevposition that 'we are unwﬂlmg o pmveke i
\ any dlsput’e ‘anid.as a peace-loving people, we Witk réleass |-
-~ that ship . . . but we will not allow the U.S. 1mpenahsts
' to violate. or spy in our territorial.waters. We will’ not
allow them to- threaten us to release the ship at any
specrflc time.”

The U.S. Marme operatlon against the island had begun |
about 6:30 p.m. Washington time. |

" The White House announced it had.sent the following
urgent message to Cambodian: authontles after the Marine
' operation was under way and after Washington had re-"
ceived the Cam'bodlan offer-to.return the: Mayaguez:

“We have heard a radio broadcast that you are pre-
pared to release the SS Mayaguez. We welcome ‘this de-
velopment if true, !

“As.you know, we have seized the sh1p As soon ds you
k issue a statement that you are prepared to reledse the
R ! cfew members that you hold, unconditionally. and immedi- ,

: ' . ately, we will promptly cease military operations.” ;

- A White House -spokesman gave no indication how the |
. message was sent to the Cambodian government with [
|

which the United States has no relations and Wthh has
" kept itself sealed off from the outsrde world since ‘con-
quering Phnom Penh Apr11 17. ‘
The official confirmation that the Umted States had |
: : ‘retaken the Mayaguez and landed Marines on Tang Island -
- o ' : /came from the White House at 9:15 last night, Washmgton
o * ‘time.
'White House press secretary Ron Nessen made the dra- :
matzc announcement as President Ford, described as weary
i from a long two days of crisis meetings, was having dinner
with- the. Prime Minister of the Netherlands Johannes }
i
|
"

"Den Uyl.
: The Marine operation ¢ame hours after U.S. Air Foree
: Warplanes destroyed three Cambodian patrol boats.
' miean: A-7 jéts and AC-130, gunships operatt-mg‘fr

Y

halland strafed the patrol boatsé

:a’gotﬁ‘e pt Io- move captlve Amerlcan crevwmen sfrom thle 4
shrp and’ the island to the mamland ” the Pentagon said,
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President Ford early to- ,
day made o brief statement . military in
_ to' announce, the rescug of I jJave 1o
" the U.S. merchant “ship
Mayagueq and its _,cre"w-.'
“members:, . : . :
AL Ty dlrectmn Umtedg 7
'States- forces tonight boa.rd:-
.:ed the American merchan X
shipSS M&yaguez and: land- 4
-ed -.at the island’ of Koh
Tang, for thet purpose of Tes
cuing thecrew and the” smp,
whieh had been “illegally
_seized by Cambodian forces.

. They ' also -conducted -sup-
. portmg stnkes agamst nears

: United Press Incema.twnnl

Pentagon sources pro- . <11:09 p.m. EDT-—FIghter
wded the followmg partlal' mrcraft attacked Ream air- |,
tlmetable of events vester- © ﬁeld on mainland Cambodia.
;day in ‘the’ recovery of ‘the . . 31:14 pm. EDT—Defense
SS Mayaguez and erew.; Secretary James'R.' Schles:

3] 20 P ‘EDT—The first . inger ‘telephoned’ ,Pres1dent |
Marmes were landed by ‘Ford that 30 crew'meﬁ from
hehcopter on Ta.ng Island “-the Mayaguez were. bemg

+ 9:00" pomi EDT——-A board- ‘taken on ‘board the Wilson"
"at that time from‘ the.smallk
Cambod1an naval vessel. ,

12:28 a.m. (today) ED’I’—-—

asnington Posb 1ng party ~“went onto the

‘ : of State Henry’ Mayaguez S

. ssi cat’ the Whlte . '10:30 pan, EDT—The de-
- ; ) stroyer erson radloed that

a 'small boat was approach-_"‘

eaa s
TR
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are askmff if he has

:
a

'teummute or hour.’
F ERR f01 th : release of the Shlp,’
Ord IHSIStS " . i Nessén rephed “the answer is -
o *] no.”
Cambodlans h : Nonetheless Nessen
b g stressed that -the P1;e51dent
: » Release Shlp 4 | was demanding that the Maya-
o ‘guez be.freed 1mmed1ate1v v
By Michael Getler . . i «Irjmediate i immediate,”

iNessen wsaid: | “The Presulent

" and ‘Carroll Kilpatrick -
- wants the sth ‘released now.”

y" Washington Post‘. staff Writers

| The United States has - - - \' While attempts to free the .
be un air | 1 yessel throug gh. chplomatm con-,
lf 8l lifting M arifies P tacts with third countrxes in-
rom: bases in the! Philip- cluding China, continue, the:
_pmes ‘and- Okmawa to Thai- ‘ ,Ulmted Staitis I';Sf movmﬁ é{llto i
: . aplace a milna orce “which—!
;1and for'a pOSSIble mllltary by metime today—will: give
;Showdown that could’ come 1the admlmstratlon the. ability
within the n 1to take military action to Te-
over th ext. 24 hours | - capture.the vessel if the Presi-
|over e selzure Monday of: i dent decides to use force: One
i an unarmed American mer- | senior “administration., official . x
e . lsummedup the situation with' -
hant Shlp by Cambodmn 1the question:\ Do you scares
\gunboats. the hell out of them of Kick ~
By’ this _morning, sources. Wthe fell out of them?” ' o
sald the United States would * farlier the Umted States
‘probably Have flown hundreds - ,had-very Lttle milit

yof Marmes on, ‘Air-Force C-141 ;
transports into the big Utapao ’
azrbase in Thailand.
A;r Force l?ehcopters' ca
S pa,
ble f ca rymg battleequlpped
s—were beil reloc ted

5
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"ing low ‘gver the ;ship; at

keptialfcon
th'é aﬁé‘ ‘
éﬁfe

és
xpectedu ﬁﬁ%o reach the
area Eod l‘ea'd "ele eﬂt=

t-he,ai ‘g ft Gariier
- whichis xpected¢o bew hm
rangezof thes area later today

i the vessel 1s Tot- released

soon ’Fo a faces -a
dec1s1 1§'1mce the ; ‘use of
could danger

the Amemean
T

smgér:elearned
the . €ambodians™will
gven .anything - 1n exc' )
'.Eor the sh1p

Sources, say- there~ are 1nd1-

. catlons based on reports from|

teconnalssance pilots. ' swo

land in “the face bf small arrns
thich hit'the wing of one

TeW* iembers have. -béen
take}g off the ship and moved
by two small boats to- the s

s %n“formatlon ‘on- exactly
i happenmg ,on the

o

Washlpg'oon t1me)
"appea v

2 was: erartmgm J

e,

oL
cludes .

: the Camfbodlans only 0
i Shlp to the. tiny rock 1sland

that many if not all of the}

e Vot
Ifrforrgatlon eyl B
eglsfon sensors, db

a
’smoke‘*stack h ,‘
,;mﬁ],catmg tha

‘wal.l

'H?G. -.]'ﬁ
tile i

,t at pc
As 1t turned‘ 'o'ut' hy

U.S.  officials are. puzzled
why the* Cambodisns didn't
take the ship,all the way to
port 1mt1ally,.and View that
decision as theonly encourag,
ing ‘sign that’the ‘Vessel may
:be released without a ight. ,

The failure to' take" it 1nto
| Kompong . Som also prodiced
an-immediate shift in U.S! mil:,
1tary strategy If the’ship had
‘| reached port): the- chances of
gettmg e'vessel ‘back or; 'sav-
ing the trew from being 11j
ported inland. would “hav
mlmshed fast

‘With the" vessel and. crew as
.of yesterday, stlll offshore the

. admlnlstratwn now«seems in4
‘tent on assuring. that the . ves
Li'sel does. not Téach port and is

\Vmg military forces:, info
B0sition; whiere they eould stOp
indy, Jt 1s hoped rescue the

dozce,ns

:: u:l‘ Legfetnt Ad%&'s‘

-

The 'Whrte I-Iouse sald Mon

f1red -upon’but fled from cap-

tors on May 4. A Thai. ﬁshmg
boat . was also selzed 1n the
K area last week., 1

U.S. officials said only that
word travels ‘slowly. among

commercial shipping com-
panies. However,
Korean Transportatwn Minis

try put out a watning to ships!
in'the area immediately after
lits vessel was challenged. The
Pentagon after the Mayaguez
was captured and’ more. thah
a “week ‘after the othér incid-|c
ents, yesterday issued a.warn-

ing: to ‘mariners. ‘.~ 6

‘The. White House- has sald
1t has no mformatmn that any
of the Maydguez .¢ rewmen

have been 1n]ured
A U.Ss. Navy P 3 patrol plane

ptors"as*Cahﬂbodlans though e

,‘onex iy theq adm1n1strant1en

ee ms i,‘to doubt that ‘they. are
R £S5

36 severalf nfore‘ 2 00e S
’hadl’,.,
0

el day , that a Panamanlan ship
‘had’ been detained May 7. by
the Cambodlans and’ it was
also disclésed- that- a, South
Korean freighter had . Been

the South

L lid on inf 1;
abet .t‘haltﬁ..wasf “ol*ng on, in
part because fe‘ ‘two Natlonal
Sewrlty C'ouncrl'mectuws r
& ’i‘*’ht Mr. Ford.
eu) Natlonal Se.!
ty Councul xg;nectmb tol the
d!ay~ M -wl"on q At \w‘?h D--
' rSecré’taLg;‘v"x .Jathes R,
sy H%‘lessm“er*

I membérs

gvas no general aglec-
ywhat militai§ e

i e
“'él‘z‘ﬁhg o)
k £y Jeourse |

e,
 None of the: mlhtary «options
are viewed .as very attractive,
by mlhtary men in terms of
assurmg the safety of the crew.

'Further adding to’ the .sen
sitivity of .the issue’ was a
statement in Bangkok by
Prime Minister Kukrit Pramoj
of: Tha11and that -his country
would not” permit the United
IStates to use Thai bases for
m111tary action against Cam-
bodia, including any armed at-
tempt to recapture the May-
agues. -

. The. polltlcal 51tuat10n with
Thailand, increasingly worried,
about its relations with a new;
Communist-led, Camb" &
' made the entire sxtrl‘i'a “"Tigt
pet- dehcate" 11‘1 th !
one’ defense of_f

' ‘@ﬁr‘@}-lm“ the
m"a rines

b the . day, howeverf
af ~er reports that the Umtedl

'

sl

Gl
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Wakitom 27 1y 1975 U5, tikitlois Pirat Pore

IumpongSum B Kampot S

RO "

‘,,House news .
essen .was’ ques-
ength about .pos-
mlhtary , acbmn

FITYRL e
Hong Kong

o

ar ed Mon- '
gonsqquences” '
1leq, an “act of ]
,selzmg the' May-"‘
Ve ! 'hlgh‘ seas” in’
waters, some 60 T
§ Cambadian 7 THAILAND
‘*the pres- . L |
’  Bangkok

)i\tapan N
AFB

as*seized, ‘raises ‘ CIMBI]I]IA
) questwn because §

Votticials, and Sea Land’

the shlps owners, in-

sist the Mayaguez was in in-

ternatmnal 'waters- ‘and vllew

it as absurd to consider being .
‘Z'i)tchlinpl%f” I:Sllcavs V?(flﬂ; onmgf S Inset shows Koh Tang Island whell'e Amerlcan merehant shlp is bemg held

terr1tor1a1 waters : : o ) : Y

i .
By Joseph P. \dastmngelo—’l‘he Washinston Post

. . L T N
mexchant sth captured by‘at hlS remark. Teng léft in Grscard d]:staun!T on the sec- .
Chmese Aide Amused Cambodia, -

" By Interventwn Query

" doltibt-whether he intended hls[ond 'day of his, official visit to’
remark to be taken sermusly,lFrance and ‘said:’ “We had.
[and the otheér snembers of hiy| some- -very frank dlscussmns on
ldelegatmn refused to elabor | the 1nternat10na
whlch Jnte‘; ,st. §

“If they -intervene, there 'is
‘ethmg ‘we can d3 ? Tenc' told

DECLASSIFIED
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By Stéphen Isaacs ; :
‘Washington Post Staff Writer o

Vi ‘
con&ressmnal pro-
Haﬁb;iitwns,,‘the official “said,
»“were designed to- sto;i

perat issue. -

“ hasj the Lconstrtutwnal duty>

‘o protect’ the ‘lives and.
property of Americans.” .-

- - This v:ew comcxdes with

E safe *gy:t\urn as W
: co\'ery ?zﬁwhe‘«s‘mp o

-2

‘”'mte House 88l Ehe =
: =" absence of a dedaratxon «@f'

erican’ partlcxpatmn )mn
hfe and property were_.

. . “Thele is' no*legal L;estrxc-‘
* tmn agamst d mff zwhatever ‘

" feels he’s going too far <.

s tme re-

of troops to 80 - d"ays in lee

‘avar.
. After emergi
W}nte Hause
brief ceremon
Wlth the, }‘) 3

& nt
ls determmed the shi audf
~ crew must ‘he returned [huﬂ
he’s keepmcr his shirt.on. T
- believe' the -President - will

WM Lot

/'f?rv;, 1975

_consult with -Congress. on™ e

' ‘this matter,When he is ready
tofake 'military detion.” -
. Last night, Javits told a’

" reporter’ that the. War, P@w- ‘

ers: Aét “doesn’t take ‘a & ¥
any of the Pres1dent’
ers, hut it does pive Ccm--

gress power to stop him: it 11:*

‘“The President’s. cons tu--
tional: pawer. extends? to K
‘tecting United States ship-7 .
ping ,on  the hzgh -seas -
agamst attack or seizure.r

“Under international ‘1aw

has-therwi -mt:‘ @f”h@;t oL

3

Jo

camentionﬂasl hwh _exglo.
fsnes | f'A \

L

State Department* le,ganl ad-
visers: reportedly: toid the «

i * ‘Ifi he comm1t5 the armied
» forces off the Umteq States,
’; he’s got to notxfy us immedi .

-j ately; mid’ the War' PcWers .'

T Act takes: ehect which ‘¢
_tabhsheg pur power if 'we

; feel" action by, the armed =
oy will lead us -

g ¥ Miss)), chairman of the. Sen-
ate Armed Services, Commlt—»

~“The attadk” Yand -

a,nnof be toler:,

€ as necessary
Americans on
. to assure their

mto .

A
- sary, .

¥ must be firm .

. Umtcd States
R

\“You don’t have to nuké
them A sald >Buckley “p

A Wc must protect’ our “eiti--
zens -and our- shipping on
" the high seas, as,well as the
honor of ourco ntx‘ : ;

Wlute House that such- pro-

(D W

of Aineridan forcds - v
been so cited, mcludu'lﬂ the
use of 'Amtgrlcan transpmfs

‘6f "American. force in - Indo-
chma, . w1th varymg lan-
; g

a

ent states

of the fund< f?erem
: ay be obh

force. #¢

sald vesterd’
shouid u.se. ‘Iro,m ’Sou‘t

budxa
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’ Thxrd’Ofﬁcer David Enghsh

{. capture on Monday. “All I

had ‘'been”.captured aboard:

the U.S. frelghter Mayaguez™|

by Cambodian gunboats re-
flected the sentiments of
other families who waited |
yesterday for word of the: 39
crew members,

Richard English of Seat-
tle, Wash:, is also a: mer-
chant marine déek officer.
He described his-brother as
“a cocky type person. I'm
.gure he wants the govern-
ment to- come in there after |
him at any cost.” ‘

In Mobile, Ala., the wife

‘of Boatswain James C. Mul- |

lis said the country must act.
to ,get her husband and oth-
ers released. .
%I think they (armed
forces) should go in there
“and get them released,” |
Mrs. Mullis said. ,“I just
hope nothing happens to
_him before he's released. »
Martherine Pastrano, 63,
wife of mess cook Francis
Pastrano, said yesterday she
was_“shocked—1I couldn’t be-
lieve it when her daughter
. broke the news of the ship’s

can do is. wait and pray,”
she said. ‘I have faith that,
the government will get it
back.”

-| name would have been down

. Mrs. Pastrano said her hus-

band has been a merchant
seaman for 30 years. He left
on the Mayaguez last Sep-
tember.

‘He hadn’t wanted to be-
cause his trade is chief cook,
“but he had to take it or his
so far on the {union] list the’

| rano-said. .

| interview.
'i shook ‘me up,” she- gdid

" . her son would return- B!

- ) into' her real estate office

- _dent Ford.”

| zone dozeris "and - dozep§ of

.. ‘worried,” she said. ‘
e Wllham E. Gilbert said he | -

;E In Vén Nuys, Célif .Tud%
Jessen learned her son, Ja z@

geles television ‘crew burst

“Monday and asked for an '
“It [the ' news]

 told ‘them. [the TV crew] T~
' couldn’t possibly do:-the: in--

© terview. beeause: I was tuo_ :

} upset.” -
She said she felt conﬁdent‘

‘,i

¢ cause “I have faith n Pre
i!

““Hechad,beeh., in the war !

times and I knew that &
{ chant ships had been- fir .
"on in., the. Avar. area,..Heé'
didn’t " worry ‘about that, ~
though. I was the one who

thinks the government “is |
doing all that they ean do” |
{0 free his father, Earl C.
Gilbert, and his shipmat
Gllbert 52, enlisted meie‘
~merchant marlne ‘at the age |
" of-18 and {5 two vears away
from retirement, his son said
durmg a telephone inter-
' view from" ‘the family home '
in Pascagoula, Miss.

e “Th1s was supposed to be !

[ one of his last cruises, » 4y
! said, - noting that the el

: ‘ Gllbert has not seen phis {

‘| would 'have had to stay m
port for months,” Mrs. Past: § -

o .
[P SV S

|fam11y since. last Auguit
5 wheén he boarded ‘the Mayga-»
wguez for a one- year’crulse
ith the Marines sent’to.’
;Thaxland that might help
! some,” he said. But he added
L that the U.S. shouldretaliaté
rafter the ship and its. crew
* have been freed.
" “They [the United St
just can’t’ let it go at tha

;
N
Rt

If they do, \somebody will de
it again-since the- Cambod-
ians have been allowed to
get away. ‘with 1t onge,”’ he
‘said.

“1 don’t even know what.

DECLASSIFIED
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: mg bruther

I
|

i Mrs.!
trusting in the,
’ hel bting those

1Yoy 1975

i ed to
Ltake her to the hospltal to-
. night... She,s Ftakmgdt very

i suburb-of Greece, Mr8, June\‘
3Fedyk sald ‘her son, Ray- |
" onds: ;rlend#len,‘ 29 had |
_planned to~ leave -for the
Umted States to visit an ail-

\Mrs.! Fédyk said her son, "
nine-year+merchant “marine
veteran, ‘boarded the Maya-
guez becatise” ‘it departed
from. Hong Kong earlier |
than his scheduled .ship, and -
would ™ arrive in Cahforma

sooner.

“If my other son wasn’t
' sick, he probably wouldn’t
have been on that  ship, »
“We're

Fedyk said.

* safely.”
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@

eularly at this moment:of post-Vieinani un-
the government is’bound to-be Worrymg about
‘~W111 is. still’ belng taken serlously in the

use of’ \ferce—-that the facts be known that the Congress
' thegpubhc be 1nformed of the chmces and rrsks, and

' < Was 1ntercepted in what Cambodia claims are its
‘territorial waters eight miles from an island sitting 60

mlles off the Cambodian coast in-the Gulf of Siam. ...
Whether this was ‘an act of ‘“piracy,” as the administra-,
tion -at once claimed, is not clear to lawyers In the -

\ absence of any explanatlon from the new, incommunica-

%ne’can only speciilate on what its purposes were. To be

tough and’ antl-Amencan" To assert a territorial claim

{ To protest the delivery of nuhtary supphes to
m. military- installations on the territory of a

CAMBODIAN government’s serzure of the .
n - merchant ship Mayaguez poses an up- -
‘difficult challenge to the Ford admmlstra-, :
vigusly, the United States raust protect its. citi-
a?nd their property from arb1trary ‘aets ‘by. forelgn" .

yet the facts of thrs 1nc1dent are ‘still “very

: ntly not weapons o US. mlhtary bases in Thai-

've-and intensely natiothalistie government of Cambodia,

to an 1sland also claimed by the’ Vietnamese? To take
; bargaining against the return of Cambodian’ -
iken abroad by members of the former gov-,

T he Mayaguez A ffau

. poor relations?

- The United: States has. approached Pekmg for help ‘,

. obtammg the release of. the. ship-and its creéw of 39. Bnt
. there are no visible results as yet; and it is far from cer-;

tain that China could do very much, even if it wanted'toe. -

Some approach to-the United Natjons Secretary General
might also be appropriate. What' would certainly not be |
appropriate, however, would be the policy recommended

by Sen. James L. Buckley (Con-R-NY) “immediate |

punitive air and naval ‘attacks” That he could toy so.
cavalierly with the lives of the 39° hostages, without
having-any way of knowing what actually had happened,
and without considering what the targets or costs or risks :
of renewed bombing might be, suggests a truly aston-

ishing inability .to learn anythmg from :Vietnam. The

appeal by Sen. John Sparkman (D-Ala.) to retrieve the .

-ship “any way we can” was only slightly less ill-con- -

/

sidered.”
- The administration itself has threatened ‘Cambodia

: w1th “the most serious consequences,” It would have

done much better “first to build its case. As it was the

- administration last night- found itself.in the awkward if

not untenable position of. Jnaking plans to fly marines
into American bases in Thailand, despite the Thai gov-

‘ernment’s publicly- stated refusal to permit use of those

- vincing ev1dence of the- rlﬂhtness of its case a

- bases for military - action™ agamst Cambodija. In- fact,
_ the administration should.not be Taising the specter of-

force until it can supply the American people;

explanatlon of why . there is no effective i
American honor. is “being, tested But so, aﬁt{
is Amerlcan common sense.

“ ne‘.vgthiberﬁmg state, Thailand, with- which. Cambodia has
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By M1chae1 Getler
and Carroll Kilpatrick

Washingtor Post Staff W,r—‘mers_ . ’ N
An unarmed U.S. merchant ship was.
' fired upon and seized by the crew of a -

‘Cambodlan gunboat in the . Gulf of

. Slam early yesterday morning. X i

_dian coast,

- The capture of the civilian vessel, re-
portedly some 60 miles off the Cambo-
immediately was branded

an “acl, of piracy” by President Ford,
. whowarned of “serious consequences”

.unless the ship and its 40-man crew’
'y\fere promptly released.

‘The episode was greeted with both
shock and anger in Congress, with re-
action ranging from a call for
“immediate punitive air and naval at-
‘tdéks” by Sen. James L. Buckley |
ns.-R-N.Y.) to a call for “a little pa- 5

) «mence and caution at the outset from
*Sens. Jacob K. Javits (R-N.Y.) and Hu- @
‘ \bcgt H. Humphrey (D-Minn.). :

Affer an emergency 45-minute meet-
mcr/af the National Security Council at
noon yesterday called by Mr Ford,
both White House and State' Depart-
ment spokesmen said the United
States was taking immediate steps to -
obtain prompt release of the ship. But
State Department spokesman Robert

‘Funseth 'said it  would nof be
“helpful at this time” to discuss pub-
licly just what thé Utiited States would

do about the.seizure, |

" reached Washington early yesterday -

, we,re headlnﬁ”
) they were said”

|
| B

It appeared that Washihglon was .

rnalkilng dl,plomauc efforts to free the .

" ship and not contemplating 1mmed1ate

mlhtarv measures.
Shortly after, word of. the selzure

morning, U.S!' reconnaissance planes
were ordered inlo the area:' An Ameri-
can aucraft carrler believied te be the

Coral Sea and

g (g ays sailing i
time from the coast:
White House press ssecretary Ron

Nessen, who. announced the seizure of
the vessi Bt

e b et e

1

The Umted States con51ders

as being international waters, and

the shxp had bcen selzcd “on the
seas” and forced” into the Cambodlan
port of Kompong Som. :

alL -
waters Jmore thangthree. milés off shore

President Ford vesterday char ed that

Cambodia, however, is one of about |
40 nations claiming that territorial °

" waters extend 12 miles seaward. This
b could raise a question of whether the

presence of the ship-some eight miles -

off the coast of a tiny, disputed island

+ will be used-as a rationale by the new -

- Communist government in Cambodia
. for intercepting it. .

JHowever, international law recog-
--nizes a ‘right of innocent passage,”
- under which-a ship has a right to pass

through a nation’s territorial waters,

; providing it - poses no threat to the -

" nation.
There was a vanety of reasons of-

i fered yesterday .as to why the Cambo- _

- dians seized the ship. Some sources

_ thought the newly victorious Cambodi- :

ans “might just be feeling their oats.” .

,' Others speculated that they were try- .
., Ing to insure their claim to offshore is- :

» lands and to extended offshore waters™

! which may contain oil. )
Late - yesterday,. Nessen said he
_had been told that a Panamanian ship
5! also had been stopped by the Cambodi-
ans several days ago, and subSCquently
T had been released.
!
i
1

H

Infortigtion on the entire ep1soclc;

: avallable yesterday was very ske‘Lchy'

asterq an—
vesgel,

\M‘Llﬁe}"
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| that «all but four of ‘rhe 4161}
man crew have A A a{ldrevfsesx :

Nessen yesterday said as far as he | .
knew. no one ou. the €hip had leen
injured. Pentagon seurces. said last, ¢
evening it still was not clepr whether
the vessel had reached the Oambo-.
dian port Kompong Som. |

Concern over the safety of. the crew‘
: ,1would apparently make qulck‘ military
" retaliation low on the llkely lists of
U.S. -options; and both Pentagon and
State Department ofticials stressed .

déscribed as a’mmed cargo, including that steps being taken to gain release
‘of the ship and crew invelved cl.mJo- .

some mlhtarv carbo that the, firm de-

=L11bEL as “PX supnlle= comimissary matic' and nt military steps; B i

i and some :pare parts, but'ng - Stale Department officials Sﬂld oy

i 2 that “we are asing’ diplemacy in tie e

~ effortto ;et the boat rveleased. - '
1t was

i left Hong Kb
1y 8 and was due to arrlve in Satta-
mp Thalland yesterday or: t0d:

contamer—type cargo ‘S
~portedly sailing - in commcrc1a1 shlp—‘
ping lanes and- was carrying what is

had contacted China — probable tha
Conly t cottmbry—- -Hhat- hasmmﬂnoure in
4 Phinom Penh. — ’

Chinese envoy Huan{, Chen was call-
rd to the State Department yesterday
[aﬁcxnoon to see Deputy Secretary
| Robert S. Ingersoll who is acting
Sceyetary of State while Henry A.
Jiissinger is in the Midwest. '-

Nessen told reporters yesterday that
no matter what Cambodla claims as
its territorial waters, “we consider thé

_ship to have Dbeen in international
walers.”

Asked if the ship might bave been
zed in espionage in any  way,
en told reporters: “The answer is
no.” ’
"I The Preadent’s
Cambodiang was applauded by retired

stern demand 1o the

Rk ‘ . PP
Navy Cdr. Lloyd M, Burher who was BT Hal Heover——The Wanhinzirn l’r- :;'
Ihe raptain of the spy ship Pueblo. Intended course of =h1p bnund for Thau!a_nd and umn\ of seizure, -
which was capuwred by the North , g
Koreans in 196a. . T § 3|
» . A » 2 ¢

1 sugpect that what must he done Sen. James B. Allen (D .Ala,) e@llcd ! rf‘memlwr the Pucblo. =0 | wanl-g
nere iz very strong and very immediate ihe seizuré “an outrage which wg can- 14 know more"about thai siip hefnre g
aciion in order 1o prevent this tail-  nol let go unchallenged. T don't faver  S2Y anything.” he said. a
twisting ol the United States from  precipitate action. hut it's a’'question Tfforts tn gain release of the shipg
:‘;gm:.{don“ more and more frequently, o national honor . . . and if foreg is’ And,crew were launched by the Nation-§
he said.

. T e ry, U » al \Iarmme Union in an ap eal to thaj
Bucher said he didn't know what necessary, then force must be used. P

action the United Stales could take to
recover the crew because he didn’t
have all the facts. *But I do know this.
It is the federal government’s respon-
stbility to protect flag carriers on the
' high seas and in this instance it’s a
1 pratty clear-cut seizure which is en-
' Lirely iilegal.”
| " in his call for swift military counter-
[ action. Buckley zaid: “In no other way
can we underscore the fact that we
i will no longer tolerate acts nf inter.
national bhanditry.”

Sen. John Sparkman (D-Alal. chair-
man of the Senate Fereign Lelations
Committee, | said the United States

U should attempt (o retrieve the vessel

“any way we can’’ adding tha “if A
prrson shanfs at vou, yow've JoL A
riziht to shoot hack.”

- L

K

Javits said he agreed with Mr. Ford’s
description of the seizure as piracy
and that the President, under the War
Powers Act, "'Would have the right to
act.”

However Javits said the capture may
have been an ill-considered .move by
the new IKhmer Rouge zZovernment.

“1 belicve a little patience is de-

sserved, vather than cause a new inci-
dent ar attack.” he said.

Humphrey said, “We should stop,
ook anrl listen. Use reason first.”

Bep. F. Edward Hebert (D-La), the
normally hawkish and outspoken for
mer chairman of the House Armed

Services Committee. declined to make
any immediate cemment. .
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6 million seamen.

]nLernanonal ‘Transport Workers ]-r'n-,,l
eration for support. ,G
The international .federalitn, hasedg
in London, has a membcrship of somez
’ vU

National Maritime Union I‘rc-ndcm“
Shannon-J. Wall called the act "p)ﬂ
racy” aird-called upon every or"rnnza'B
tion and nation to bring “every k-ndﬂr
ni presgsure—cconomic. political auﬁﬂ‘
moval—on -the Cambodian leaders.” 'g‘
Pawl F‘ Ry_ch‘
ang  other r:omp:"ﬂ
sxecutives had heen in rlose touchs
with military  authorities since  thes
scizure. He sent. Pr ecident Ford.a ‘clpﬂ
gram  expressing ."mmudc for hm

“prompt reaction.” 2
, 3

Sea-land  Presgident’

ardson said he
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2’1 Decorated f for Fﬁavaquez ‘Rescue -

CAMP ‘SCHWAB;’ Japarr (Spec:al) "‘r-'I‘wenly-n._.- Lt Col. -Roger E. Simmons, 2/8 cnmmandm-ﬂ
0y nﬂlcer. dbblbt?d in presenfing the awards. *

lhree Marines;-and :“a: Navy“Corpsman - were
The servicemen who received the awurds-are:

‘awuarded: Navy” Athxevement Medals-here Friday :
for: lhcxr,;partxupa'mrt n=itheirescue;ofs thel, SSTo -
Mavd"u 2" fast: year,
CaMaje Gerr Herbert ."Wlliferann cnmmandmg
“general, 11T Marine Amphibious Force/3d -Marine
‘Division, presented - theawards-to: members~aof
-2nd Battalion,:3th Marire. Regiment: who st()rmt,d
Jashore: on: Koh Tar" Istand dunn !l‘c M.;y.wu " IJI, Roy €:'Campbell: Rodney J. Townley. Richard
reacue upemlmm " Garcia, Lowell R. Gallagher, Robeit D. Dochnizak,

¢=The - "citations : unnmended ihe' men-for- thexr‘ Jesse ‘Beard Jr, Terence L. Brooks, Richard--A.
mdlvulual' ‘actions.-during’ lhe ‘actualussavit: and\- Frazee, Clarence D. Spinks, James K, Pearson,
resLue*"dl’«m - wounded ™~ Michael D;-Hennen, Alvin Hopkins, and Slephen

% Robert- C." Pruitt; - Sgt. Ruardd Radrigzuez and
“Victor G. Salmas Cpl. Neptali Rivera; Lance
> Corporals - Allen -F. Baily, Danny A Valentire

- ° . 8
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S. Sgt. Charles D.-Wright, Clark K. Hale, and!

and Roy J. Williamy; Pfc.- Georze "W. Wagers'

meswaige ” G, Haung and PO 3.C.-David J: Foley.-~ - -
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Captgin of Mayaguez Seeks

_|..-Return of Marines’ Remains

MANILA, April 20 (UPI)T—he

- captain of theé United State
‘cargo ship Mayaguez said to-
day that he wanted to meet

with the . Cambodian Deputy

Prime Minister, Teng Sary, and

| ~request the return of the re-

mains of two marines killed
- during the battie to recover
his ship last year.; ’

newsmern, when tﬁe Maydguez
docked at Manila said that -he

was making the move .on -his-

own’initiative ard had not been
asked to do so by relatives
of the men, He also refused
to disclose the names of the
two marines. !
Captain Miller said the two

were among. those killed when -~

marines stormed an island dur-
ing the battle after the Maya-

‘1guez was seized by Cambodian

Communist forees.

Capt. Charles - Miller, told
P
4
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WE dIT LUIIUTIT WL SO0 Wi ove

speeci 1S vy ¢ Siep oenind prevem-
Up to her name. :

ing it

f MILWAUKEE JOURNAL 5 October 1976 (4 liov)

uf

%’

The Ford administration bas
Jabeled 45 “politics? & congrese
sionally sponsored General Ao
counting Offce report critieel of
the president’s handling of the
Mayeguez afair last, year, Pol-

ties, unfortunately, has surs

younded rauch of the diseussion *

of the US rescue of the seized
merchant ship and m crew from
the very beginning. The adpin-
istration s just as guilty.
Whether the mifitayy rescue
end raid, in which 8 US serve
icemen were lost, wis necessary
to secure the release of the ship
“snd cpem from Cambodia i Like.
Iy to be debated for-some time,
The sdministration says yes.
The report say that the White
Houge dldn t heed ths diplomat-
ic steps thet were undervey,

% Wasthe Raid Necessary?

Jeading bo the unwnttwmﬂn
gion that forte probably w

- uncalled for, It is & fac} that

crew had been released before
the raid got underway, Whether
the thireat of foroe led to that
‘relegiie is unknow:

The adpinibtration now,
claims thaf jt Is being seoond

gueased, Bt the White Houss
dld agreat deal of political chest
potiding foliowing the incident,
presumably to impress everyons
with its decisive, tough attitude,
Maybe Ford has some well de.
served lamp commgmretnm.

About the only one who ¢gh
take quiet satigfaction i in the
presnt sife of events 1s Wise
consin’s See, Nelson, who wes @

~Jonely:vaice for restraint ot the

time of the raid;.

2""'44
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.~ TEALTIMORE stn
’ 127 JULY 76, ‘Pg 2
Mayaguez raid >

.| tollisraised
Washington (AP)—The Ma.
- rine Corps sald yesterday that |
+ it has declded that three miss--
i: Ing members of a machine-gun -
i team- were -killed in nctlon in
i .- last year's operation to rescue
the crew of the merchant ship
-Mayaguez !rom Cambodian
captors, i
1+ - ‘The. announcement” raised
the official casualty count in
- the Mayaguez operation to 18
‘kilied and 50 wounded, most of
them marines. AN N
In addition, 23 men, mostly 1
| Alr Force policemen, were ;
~ killed in a helicopter crash
while en route from a Thai base .
‘for possible use in the rescue of ’
the 39-man crew. of the _mer- :
- chant ship; ;
The t.hree marmes declared» .
v 1 dead were; i
* Lance Cpl. ‘Gary L. Hall; Jl
-son of Mr. and Mrs. Seldon Hall -
Covington; Ky. « . :.
o Cpl. Joseph -N. Hargrove. !
i [ .hushand of Mrs. Edna G-Har- -,
. grove and son of Mrs. Charlotte -
! -Kornegary, both of Mt. Olive, 4
N.C., and son of Rudolph- Har- -
" grove, also of Mt. Olive. . . |
* Pfe. Danny ‘G. Marshall, . -
© son of Mrs. Fay M. Marshall, i
Waverly; W. Va,, and Eugene G. i
|

-

Marshall Parkersburg,w Va,

P

@»;M
;/Wé/ a7, 76

DECLASSIFIED




