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:l.n plans 
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over USS HOLT 0 

ont© USS HOLT" 
01701" oobbing de©'k .. 

nation effectea 
and, ~rev 
u..Illuerstood 
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S3 !\Ijjl..Yil.GUEZ determined el®ar of' all (,W19m.v ·;<).".~,"",'''W',yt 
and possible booby 

SS ¥.AYAGUEZ creW' located. not on Koh Tan,g 
nearb.Y aboard a Cambodian ~mall boatG 

SS HAYAGUEZ civilirul ere\\~ retit4~ed and 
53 }fAYAGUEZo 

sa MAYAGUEZ under o'Vlll p'O",er in internatiO!la.l ".8""'"·,~"i'" 
All Marine persormel l:;ro:ss decked to USS l.fU .. SON 9 

another American Destr©Y@?e 

nBS WILSON p with boarding team:s aooard return:s t~ 
Subic Bay6 Recept,ion prov:!ded w,th the fk:tmand 
General 9 31"0 Marine Divi~ion and III MAY in "t"",ue~a~;",,, ••• 
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OPERATIONAL SHM"'(\lll 

a.. 1st Battal:i on, 4th 'Marines deployed fr'(l!Yl Okinm4'a on 30 tr;"".!\e:l'l 
197; ,well ahead of the scheduled afloat deployment date of 7 
Involved in thG evacuation operation offshore South Vietnam the 
:returned to Subia Bay, Philippines and entered 'the M:iU en 
18 lipril 1975. 

b. Designated as a Battalion Landing Team en 7 
was involved 5.n an :btensive training program 'l,1at:; 

processing of iJietnamese evacuees through Grande 

c. On 13 Hay 1975, at 0900, BLT 1/4 was all"lrted t(1 :reea'Ja ~111 ;"c,');'c>e:{l 
i'Y"om ongoing field training and make immediate rel" h<:l""',,'A»O,'," 

a:ooa1'd ship w:tth subsequent oommitment tOM U!l2:15(;><0:H'J_ed amphiMoue 
l'Td .. ssione 

a. "lJhile all BLT 1/4 forces were being recovered from field 
the BX,! 090 a and S-3 were directed to report to!:1 tel'lipol"a~t'y ~ 
9tll MltB and 31st M~U command post ashore in Subic 
ti:;,is rn.eet5.ng indicated that the BtT's mission ~or!?~d imrolvti an 
S.'JUS assaul.t on Iroh Tang Island~ offshore sO'1thern C'=tIDbod:la." 

b. By 1400, 13 May 1975, all "RLT l/4 forces ha,1 been assemblt"j ~; 
Pl'~~pas.'ations were underway to baokload ::.he BtT aboard the iJ3S 
U·~;3 DTJ!lTTH, USS ~'lGur~T VERNON, and the USS BARBOUR COUNTY" 

c. At 1800, 13 May 1975, the BLT CoOo and 8=3 ~"?re /it;Ta:tn 
;,b:~.f~ t.:brJJ3 to the CO~1NAVJiASE Subic Operational Cont:ral (OPCON) 

a ~ituational update and a possible change in mis~ione 

Q.. By 1930)/ 13 ~1ay 197;" based upon various pf:tOl'l.6 e.:l.l1s bet,,recn 
1"epres(Hltatives of 31st MAU t 9th MAB staffs and !II NAF» FMF'.?ac 8cTld 

ComlTland Genter!)it was learned that Camboa:hm, insurgent~ 
a U ~s. merchanv ship on the high seas~ the SS M.I\.yp.GUEZ~ and 

we:;:os holding it in the vicinity of Roh Tang Islan(~. 

e. At 201.0~ 13 May 1975, BLT 1/4 was verbally task®d to provid,® 
a 120-man fcrr·ce Whi0h \i'ould be prepared to fly to U=,rl1~0~ Thailand. with 
the p"5sible rr,ission of reeaptuxing the SS YAYMmEZo At the :§ame time 
the balance of' the BLT would complete its baekload '.dth all pcssibl® 

each ship to depart individually when 16aded~ with a BtT !1:tClsion 
of s®curing Roh Tang Island by amphibious assault .. 
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fo With information available at that point9 an immediate 
'lias made by the 131fT 3=4 to put t"'b",cher a special Bade Allowa,n~® 
of ammunition for the 120-man force, to include riot control agents" , 

. ge Company D was alerted to provide the foree and the 120 :men 
.. J',d:b~ga:n immediate preParations in anticipation of being ail"Hrted 

•• c-

o

·• ~ee hours from the Cubi Point Air Faeili tyo 
~ J 

.--_ .. -,....-' 

h~ At 2240 ,l 13 May 197;, a definitive mission was Bl/Ir 
1/4 = recapture the SS MAYAGUEZ. 

:i" By 2345, 13 May 1975, the 120-man force '''l'ith required Ell. 
of a:m:IJJ.unition had been assembled at Cubi Point. The f'er~el consist@d of' 
two Marine rifle platoons, a rifle eom~any headquarter~Q a small 
I"ll'\wl''I',and gl'our psi:&: MSC voltmteers and c.n';5 

j 8 At 0030~ 14 May 1975, the l2Q...man forGe embarked aooard I!l USilF 
0=141 and departed for U-Tapao, Thailand, the designated Oas@ of 
for the planned operation. 

a" At 0445~ 14 May 1975, the 120-man force arrived et U=1'aparo. 
Thai'lI'l~!'I. A.nd was met bv Jl'Jl'!moors of t'h", TTCl!l!ln. stafr 0 

b.. ft.n illllcediate starr meeting va.s called by the staff., wh:l~h 
at 0500~ 14 May 1975~ to determine the best course of action to 

recapture the ship. 

e. By 0600, 14 Hay 1975 9 an acceptable plan of operaUon had 
dete:rn:d.nsdo The plan devised 9 utilizing A. combinat.:ic)I1 of conventional 
(~~nnbat in a. buiU=up area and raid tactics 3 called fOr' the, 
,to f:1x'st be prepared ",ith tear gas :from t'INO USAF A=7s 21., This woUld b® 
foll©wed by the b©arding of the ship by the 12{),:,man i'or~e utUhdng si.:x 
USAF CH=53 helicopters. 

I 
11.. At (6)09 14 May 1975 11 the 120-~n ooardulg for'oe 'l;l'as briefed 

regarding the full details of: the operation~ ot>ganized it::"!:,o six dist:i.ncit, 
boarding teams (one per helicopter), and all required amnmn.ition wa.~ 
distributed.. IntelligenGe vas very limited~ consisting of only threr:J 
2.eria.l photographs of the SS MAYAGUEZ and sketchy information about 
ship~s coni"igm:oation g as provided by theeivilian sea~@e 

@.. From 0900 to 1200, 14 lI.ay 19751' the six designatred b..")a~·r'l:tnp' 
teams rehearsed their individual assignments $ To facil:l.t;,,!ct,@lj 
shipg s schematic was dratm out on a parking lot6 

fe At 12009 14 l'Iay 19751' the boarding teams vere lSudd@nly al@:r~:;ed$' 
al!lsembl®d and placed aboard USAF CH=53 helioopt®rs :r.n arr'!:,i©ipatioD. 

::=c~_~._~=,~~=""=,~~~~ .. 
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~ \ju.lIP 

g., The hellcopters were not launched and at lL:c15~ 14 l!-fa;r 19'1;~ tJlla 
ooarding teams were of'floaded and billeted in an adjacent gymnas:!-mrr& 

h. Informed at, 1500, 14 i>fay 1975~ that the m1.ssion vwld not, c-e 
e~ecuted that afternoon because of a lack of' daylight but '(.l'ovJ.d go 
:f'ollowing :roorni."1g~ the boarding teams oontL'>'.luea to rehear~e wM.eh 
ed the cross training of' teams e 

i. At 16)09 14 May 1975, elements of 2nd Bact-~lion~ 9-1:;b r1arilJe~ 
fr01l1 Oldnawas began arriving at U=Tapach Fol10~dng thE!' a.J:'rival 
2nd Battalion~ a meeting was held between USAAG per~o~nel$ 2nd Ba.ttalion~ 
9th Marines~ and BLT 1/4 representatives. At this time it wa~ lear!u!id 
that 2nd Battaliol1j1 9th l-ff.a:rines desiTed to assu.'lle the two identl.tied. 
missions, the assault of Kon Tang Island end the r@~aptul'® of the 53 
l'IlAYAGtJEZ.. By 2000 11 14 Vlay 1975$l the decision .was made by USAAG that 
the 2nd Bs.tta.lion, 9th Marines would condu~t th~ as~arut on Koh Tang 
Island while the detachment from BLT 1/4 would recapture the SS YlAYAGUEZ" 
Due to a critie:al shortage of USAF OR-53 helicopters plus the aycIa time 
required to land successive waves of 2/9 on Kon Tang IsJand and the 
imporlance of a rapid buildup ashore it was determined that only three 
ot "!:be helioopters could 00 alloted to the 5S MAYAGTTEZ ooardJ'.ng team.!?;" 

jo At 2100» 14 May 1975» the boarding teams were redUced to three 
tea.ms with a total strength of' 59 .. 

k~ At 213()~ 14 M9.y 1975 9 another change :In plans ocmn."l"ed when it 
wa.s lea.rned bv US!llG that the traS BOLT, an Ams:d.c81.l1 det!JtroY'8T:; \Was in 
the are:!l& It" was decided that ra.ther than board the ship from hO'<lering 
helicopters$' 'the three boarding -teams wou.1d ooard tl1~ USS BOLT f'lroom 
he1ic~:rpter~then use the USS HOLT as a boarding pla.tform from whi~h t;;a 
©onc1tuet the lxiard~_ng operation onto the sa }i4,YAGUEZo 

4" EX~§l:LjA.QP._=(Q.2.QQ.. = ~~1.~.J.2. ~Ll2121 
a.. At 0200$ 15 t>'JaY 1975;1 th@ three board:lng tea,"l'~ ,;rE'rf'e alerted t~ 

stand by for execution of the plan. 

b. At O!tOO~ 15 May 1975, the 59=man 'boarding team embarked 
th.'t'ee USliF 011=53 helicopters$' and at 0415 lifted e.rfr from U=Tapao~ T1'la~-= 
la:l'1d~ 

©~ 0615~ 1; }FlS,y 1975~· the three boa.rding teams attived oV"et' 
USS HOLTe Shortly thereafter

9
the troops disemba~ked ~om the helic@pt@r~ 

onto the USS HOLT with the helicopters being'ror~ed to hov~r over tl1® 
10ebbing cleck during disembarkation. By 0645~ eoordin~tion had oi:}en eff®eteu 
b~rtween the boarding partiefl and the Captain and OT@W or the USS • 
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The ~onoept of ope:rl'1t1on~ to be used YtH~ elea,:dy 
cerl1edo 

de At 0650 9 IV"laY 1975~ the USS HOLT 
~#1hiClh 'tfas dead 1.IT Wa:t®!~. Six :men c;ould be aboard the 
Nl,YAGTJEZ but it eould be dete1"ll'inea if they \ifere ay:"!nea ()r if 
~er@~ military ©l"ci'Wilian. 

ee lfuen the boarding t@l':ll'llS est:!.m.!I.ted that they 1>?er® 
ten minutes aVBly f'rDTIl the 5S M~YAGUEZ~ at ()11S!? 15 May 
planned, ©n=call g air delivery of tear gas was 
\>yhi~h ©ompletely ©e.vered the ship~ thu~ prepaX"irig the 

®.lyprrorl!'1£! tel." 
8J, 

fe At 0728 15!~ 1975@ the USS HOLT and the SS M!Y~GUEZ 
and the ~iOmrnand~ !rMaI'::t:he~ o'lrer th® side" 't.ga~ glveito \\'hile the 
bei!lg ha!lJtl1y £.Ieeuret'i, the f'irs~ 'boarding teaID. ju:mpre~. a©rOsi3 
5S l"JI.YAGUEZ and began the ~ea:t'eh of the ~hipo '!rj®s,r:mg gM 
out the sea!'©h ~ all t·eall'lS 'Wei:e employed and the SM):"?h of th® 
ship by OS20. At that M.meJ! the SS MAYAGUEZ 'Was to b@ ©l®ar 
of al~ enemy personnel and/or booby trap~& At ~i% men 
ve:c-® observed in a s:mall motor ooa:ib~ at some diertane@~ in th~~ vicinity 
of Ken Tang Island. n b: aiSsumed that these "u·® the $>ame51lx ,,)'ho l<l'ere 
observed ab©ard the SS M~YAGUEZ earlierc 

g~ At Fe~il!!ely 0822~ 15 111:1v lQ75, the National 
aboard. the SS J1ii.YAGUEZ il thus '~he ret"!tt'll or 
~ojltr©l" 

a0 By 09L).O~ 15 May 1975,9 'I,,qith the SS }ifAYAGUEZ 
1"cr the USS HOI.T t;:, 'w.r the as MI!,YAGtrEZ int© 

At 10309 15 ¥~~y 1975~ it Vas 
~ ... a.d been lo©ated~ that they were not 
Oambodian. small boat nearbjr" It, \fas 
released un.'Ilarmed by the Oamoodi.ia.ns .. 

®~ By 11009 15 May 19759 the released ~~~y wa~ 
the SS MA,YAGUEZo 

d. By 1':)09 t'U1Y lO/15~ the sa MhYAGUEZ WM unaer its own. 
peif/el" and ~t!;:l"UF:ifig int© international ..:\t that ti~~ HeSs 
Hari.ue personnel we:t'e ©l"©~S deekoo to the USS 9 anll}'th®I' Ameriea.l1 
destroysr that had al':r:1.ved in the ar@a., 

eo W:!ttll1 the S3 MlYAGUEZ "l"'MOV®1"jf operati.on 
the as MAYAGUEZ ©©ntinued ©lin i:t.~ )riginal @ourse 
lwndf) ".rhill\il the 11 oS. Marine ood.rding party &OO11r'O 
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t,©l,;'8.t'd. Subi© Bay iJ At 
s,t'l:'ived at Sub1© Bay~ Pllilippineii and 
@d by the Commanding Getlcra.l of the 
A1l1pJ:dbioul'li FOrt1e. The {l.ffload of the 
I®d by 
the 55 MA.Yk1GUEZ yte;[~(]Vrery opera t:1.!)n~ 
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{';T~i:: G '(,at1.oned b;r l.:l!;{-:;,) 

lines e:c'o thrc\{,~ thE; r;()aro:1!!,g party in the 
tiC minhl'..i:::c c:,:d.fts lines must be 

'1:'on ~~L]Lltc'; T:!'i,O!' to the estimated 00801'.1:1 
E:d '''3et ciJl:rt.}:ol i.g;:mts on the target ship? 
f' inhabitants of the SS MA,Y 

r ~ and (2) thE,~ ;,;101;~ 
c; " lasted for approxJ.mac8' 

'" . 
.. • "<' <:,':~eJ·f'~·~JJi\'l:·i c. 

The n;', 
-cha':' 

;:, r:l ed t,o bretl.: 
.rB~-::·t~i~"t~d,~' Vl( 

learned tQ 
~3) .l.n th~": 

choked! ~ 
masks by 

C01l1Ul1.mica t:1.c 11 

sle:na1s 'took on fl..:" 

'" :~C:J:illl z !1'ha t ga s . 

":('01 'V1,ents be Ii primary 
,.t,; 1) i s m(yvin~:wi t 1::'1 1:'(';, 

xlld :its CoUl"SC. 

'F) "! {~()nduet@d '''hile 
>''] ''''':1') toovercc,!rIe ~ 

·,1 (2' They '<in ,'. 

eY,:r low hatch b·\;;. :::;'):1 

. --::-rn to se~ j 'th1.f' 
:1 fl.ly filled 

:'°<['01"'';:' th@y 
:t;he chin 

I ql,t with the 1Ti3,$\-~ ern, 

all pe:l?sonnel '1 
~ "'~. :tJUI~ pe:ciod of fast ;nov):,! t:cfl1ning at €'~Ji:>_ry 

:, ~ C:l .. ~ fire teamr sqUf:tc1, :::l 
during.,co!l1.l11,wd; 

Plan ~ased on 

The plaB de'velo}:'''' ~ f():!,' 

c1J?1~ ;)f a pl~taon-sizcd !,;rl'~ 
sim.ple,!, Fire 

blc,d on the ,key PO]..."Ats Gf th~; ~ 

'i:e area, gassed thi'f roo)::, 

-
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fl~01':l 'the top (ovm. 
5(ln:;/~) (tn'1 'GO a search 

the . ti~am~ rehe,1:rsed 

to fl. 
Once give:,;. 
parking 

, -':h0 :r:,h03:rsal they 'Jere 
"':'lV,il :::.stcthe 0'I701:'a11 C011Ctrpt~ 

-th~)y: \or.Bra moved from the 
I1f'L,-i"y£'t. 'r'h,,, "'· .. pha .... 'i~' ",1 a"'"""';: nn· 

ahout other 
eeruipment 

~'" .. ,'J ,,:.1 hi ..... :_J.,J. ..... vc. '~J 

onH"ch."r:L"sal of indivlr3iY:il 
f • 

i':':T\GUE~~ and. permi t.ted 
'59 l2'£11 :in. %. minutes • 

. TPays Dividends 

~;,~~n pJ.anning and prepa~()G.·t:ton 
the 'the 

',dth,the gaL").ed from: 'Im.Clift: 

for as thE !'esnl't of' rl'lhes:t"'~a:l~~' 
'''5/. of' the 

C".·vp·~ ·)!."-;C";;":" c:":::rl"'ie.i .. 
. c '·s 10 :'t, on the 

'\ "... t""" ~y "·e''''~f'.~ 
I '.4'" '"'''' .. ,-J. '" 

\f;'! '7'~S en the sb.iptl' 
" ~'';'e . --:if"_~:n does not inc 1,,[:1 (1 

c;n, 0, (~on '"'J.llr.t,siotJ. gTan(jJ~,e's 
:~,i(~n f::;;~' '-'r~'-~:,': C~e· ~'hr,.: 'n&l"'tl.i.:;tI 

7IlPOl"S. SfXvolit:, 

be ine1'Ud}~d D'> 
n.a tAll:,,,· ~, s. t 

~:Clncept t.o rec;·yver the 
"G,r~8 l:,{>,'·>lot»'~.~1:J.g 'IvJas to be 

(-1 t1~::: contai-.ner.rs 1,t·~re securf:~J .. y f'';t;3t~~r.;tt~{1ii 

::0 ~:,}1e cont'a:~~ra. t..rot11,~t n'tlve been f1 
!:'-ct' the men to hf1'ifB loads 
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Ei\:l:l{f~!ing 3,~ tho d(~t et f/'01fl onc of ;~,h~ {-t~'~i 
In 't:lG I=.:~,~{~i'GU.~Z Operatione T1 ~:i{3 :t (;ol!:1:d~~(1~\t:tOh -!"' ljln G~!rt" \lrit,'·t~:.*!l 8-La. 
r'.;:!?!'"i.-7:, ·:in ~~11ter''fl{~\i (!e"'~ -~·;,~~~terJ on 23 Tv78.y 1 

On thi': evening """f' :1.3 
'-"'+,"'6""'''' '~"I1'ency - +.... h",·"~,,,:, "I1l <1 "c.'! "'IS. 'i'}'''' ,,~<~ l·f,' V!, I"'TTTI'ry; ," TT, '3 (",\U"" !I','V t. .. .L i..:;, .... " "./v<.. ... _-'""~ ':l~ \... o_·_~v .... J .. 'O' _>J ..... :i.._."'l.L1' ... ~L .• ';j <-1. .• ~~ 09-

:Jdp 1"hich had been hJ.jar:1:ul. at S"111 by Cambodian CQ!Yll\,iUtl'li:rt 

in.i'~ial details tTel~e sketchy and s,'JE!cific only" in that a: l2Q..man 
'"jaG sUPFese;:! to fly to U-'l'l1pao, TnaiJand later on the @'f'iYen~ng of Jhhe 1 
'1''h", force Was designated to come from Delta GOTniJany arid 
be; to. "! 0:,'re from Cub! Polnt at 2J}t)Oo The 
carro c1t. abed ~~OOO. LtCol HESTER and 1,fk"dorSUi\VER 
t'eLurnec1 fr"r~'i meeting latel.'that evenlng and deoo.gnated Major F'Ort.'rIlii1; 
(En, Execut Lve Officer', myself and two radio oper~tors from H&S 
to g0 ~'.;-, :1n austore cornm,'3.nd group fot:the f01:"000' , 

, ' 

V;~ t. =WlO on the 13th the ":f'orce assembled at Gub:l 
bo,:~,l':~"-:': :3Jl Air Forl~e C-1I401 along .\,,;:'1. th a Bli. of 1:l;mTtl.O e A t"1,':]},/3 

't1:),:3 ;joined by. six Navy ,enli,sted men :f'ro:m ,/:,he: nBS DtiI .. FTH, 8:l,"~ "3C 
"C l,",'1'rl:ecI"s, and a Oambodian..,;intel;1igencc o:"f1 eel". These 
,t .... ~~1\1-.-"~1'" Of".,· Co t.': " "..; . -!- .. ~ ~ ~.'f..,. l\,~'f',"'v,;\(""'T"fI'!~ ~'-; :;;"~)lJ :r ;;cll':t.OUS expel',,",.se ... n gec", .... rlg vLe "'.4,LC.,Xi 'iLl once 
hid ,~been recovered. Tr::?3 in:telligence spEn~:ial ist:l1al1 :r 

:i') ')i~!:;J:. l.hc ;present locati.on of the MAYAGUEZ. '1'h9 f'l{gld:; "1'2\8 lJrtf'V3D-!:.f'!1 

:t\ the exception that the 0-141 "'''as croi·:ded t.o maxlnmm c~arn(~1 1,'it:}; 
1", l)ulk of ' the force sleeping Of! top of' on6 anothere Appro:;r1;~~atel;7 

- 5 hours after departure ,the C-lIt l landed in U-.Tttpao:; Th£dland. 

,Faced -.;ith limited time planning began immedidtely.; The fJ.rst 
~ ass~~ption~as that the helicopters with the boardjng force had to land 

on thH cOl:l'~ainers on the MAYAGUEZ as no suitable location" existed. 
Our' planning relied heavily on experiences gained ·on evaeU8, t,ion 
off the coast of Vietnam. Specifically, Ve dete~,ned that the br~d,glJ 
tlc.8",.the critical feature of t,he ship and that,~it',:,t\rbuld have to 'be 
led prior to taking the rest of the ship" 11'o116vring t.his "''''"C>'1f''~i'5''n 
ture would have to be clearedgeventually en((ing with 11 clearing . 
to theengi119 roome The basic concept used "ras to seize the oJ:r+tl cal 
f.@aTill1'9 (the bridge) and then work f'ro~ the top down.. Our plarrn:'Lng 
considered ,splitting the force into six hel1tes.11ls "lith the 
r15 . .:58ions : 1st heliteam: seize the bridge; 2nd heB.team: clear the 
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8uperstrllcttlre tc t:l(~ f:L'ittlll j 
cl,e,::rrj,ng opera:~,icns frGtl tf:,t: bl1Jidge 
3UPI}(}rt operat:LCnS:; SUpergt~u,';tl;:te to tr.H3 bOll! ]";'f..d 

~~O!J.t·~il11erS; ·th bc;·1itt-·.·~l!7: ~ reSer'.le!l.~ 

recfuirE3d:; ru:.~1j t.On.rl: prc)\Tiri~;~ 

mCfve the sh:p ,~ifter tte .securing had 
ri.nd ~o".:1.S sol.i.(~~1 1JJCiS 3.nt:1..Gi ·ced. that gas 

Qi~ CC:11t.:.~t in a built up are:~ 'YJ'ould be 
J.J2~1~ :·J,r{·~as \4Cr~j tl-:J3 initial lo.nding arid sccu:ring of 
sh,t t::e 'li')ili to rnove of.: .... or over- t.ht~ containersf} and thc\t tber"8 
no 0:c::f.~,c i,nte2.1i;;ence or t-~'0 enemy f'crc;~ In(~ated ""'H" ~JJe :.pe 

,ih3.c:h ~,as constantly kr:>pt in mUla \.['3.13 tha,t the (;l."8'" 

stU] 

~,,,i't ::~,:~ this p18.n h~d been dr:;twn up it M'P.f) prBse:nted to tr16 ~-hir FbrG~5; 

'wile it. The la1L.'1c:h -::'irne was rel" x~d lmtil the after:c.tJon 
ur force t.hen went to a gymnasium ,,0 Here the 

OV.t ~;~ll:.:: cLi8tributf;.~j, armTlun:itl.on based upon ass:Mgned n1ission. o 

c.:;.' cX'(:.naJlce: vleaponr',f, and equ';pment in.clu.6.ed sbotguns~ gas 
, N-79~s l..rith gas ('a.'listers~as \"e11 as the norrr..a.l 

.rl;·les~ l!\lf~J calibre pistol.s, aIld 1'11 .. 60 2T'xlch.ine ~.~lJns~ 

.~; y:,rc:s ;ccint h,')l:i.teac;ls \,rsre broken dotm to 1:he :man btused upon 
::;t)';.cY', of the heli"c.ea.:rr: a:GC'. sp:,'.c;c available :in eczch designated ,',ir 

h<,~l:Leo~ptere tiell ~A;a:'!lS· were ad't:,:"ised of the nmolK-;r designation of thE}ir 
hel~cor:rt.e:r' ..11 hell ti:'2T~,2 "t>1"P thAn s'lm,maerial 

';Lnd r~:{:tailod spacj_fics. of ea.ch !l.iss:tcn t4ere di:S;::.l.t5SP~" Albeit 
of ~~I"!~e specifics coul{: not be u.Cl1n exac 

to de so" ,/:tth.in e,;:,~~}l h~lit(;8.!!! selected 
r:~jecific crc:n:10(;C ~'lith f~. )Urp08e i.n mind 

to drop gas dot-m .l,:,.be ~.re,r;,ts to the 

'wer,"; 
('3X13.mpleg one lIIl.H'l 1IlaS 

room imrn.ediately) 0 

Juring th:Ls ti!2e 
p~ogress of lrhe 

:e(.;HT=:R was 
o1jera.t:i.O~le 

aspects of 

continually being updated on the 
updated~the fore 0'l 

t~:e 

ctrGs:Lde t1:e g:;nnnasiu.me ;J,a,s 
in the 

rehearsals 
~~,fi ~L them'll Itehearsals 1.Jer-e li~r.i ted pri.marily "to 
::';9S1: means of accomp1ishin;:c EJ.S.Cn. m~:'ssior.l and d~s 

n. discussion of' the 

certaj~n tasks u HOtifE;·"." er, L.o"';,:rerr.:.ent in gas r..ttasks, 
secure a loarrmfJnt on tbe , ?I-nct mo"'\rement) of 
once aboard "lEU, rehearsed~ 

The force left for the j3.Irfle~Ld a:t. about noor.L~ 
ceeuvaa to its designated h.elicoptc:t: ar;d i.~aS br:1.e:t~ed. 

The li1arines relf1?J.lr.led },.:!':' .. a ready stat\:8 orn, 

of ke;r mOrl 

a.bout, 1500 when the alert WJ;l.S lifted. It was bel.ieved at this tir::fJ 
a<:,ditic:nal inforMation rro~ ,:'!.ir ForGe l"':,lanes In the area as 

of Cartlbcdian g'l-:nboats in th.f~ viciriity~ 0: t.h~~ I-U~YIiGUEZ had 
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Folloltling thr StE1!lr:tG.:}':<}n .C'rcI;1 the 
nr::.sium. Juring thJ.t perlod of tir.1El, 2nd 
iug ~~,t U ... 'I'apao. I talked with severa:!. off:'cers 
an~} learned of their possible involvement on Tang 
corned about their trainl,ng status as t.h~~y had really only 
their predeployment training@ 

Delta Company then prepared for the next day at gymnasium. by 
resting, eating even~ng meal, and making final checks on and 
equipIl'..ente l'l8.jor ?CRTr.:R \{ent back to an evening conference.\,Jhen he 
returned,the plan changed. Apparently the scope had been broadened t.o 
include 2nd Battalion, 9th. }1arines imrclvement en Keh Tang Island. 
navy destroyer in the area was going to support one operation and we 
were told to reduce our force to three heliteams vice six. There "las 
a proposal to rappell from the Air .Force helico:Jters to a destroyed" for' 
fu.rther transfer to the HHf"GUr:Z as it '(.73,S felt that the container c;;:Ylud 
not support the 'vleight of the helicopters. :F'ra.nkly, the proposal to 
rappell }'larines laden with ge:}r to Ii bobbing destroyer deck s01mded 
absurd. 

The reduction of the force resulted in the Harine COnT"lugen-c. •• :.: 
reduced to 59 personnel. Additionally, 6 MSC personnel from the GRE:S:'~~ •••• : 
VILLE VICTORY, 2. ;'.i1' Force EOn specialists :3.00 one Army translator •••• 
(Cam.bodian) ','<'ere to go. This reduction was very disheartening f'or the : : 
members of Delta Compan~r not selected because the motivation~ prepa,rat:toti •••• 

v •••• 

and aggressiVEness of the entire force was readily apparent. In my •• :. 
opinion those • .rho did not go were equally as capable as these who • 
executed the mission and I would co:mreend their basic acceptance t,l "he •• :.: 

• •• loss of the m.ission as professionals = taken with no complaints 0 7'his ••• 
change of plans necessitated a late night planning session~for all heli- •••••• 
teams were restructured, ordnance and aIll,munition redistr:i.,buted~ and per= ••••• a 

sonnel resters upus.ted. I should comment here th~lt while all • • 
•• • rosters were a constant prob"lem due te changes, additions, or dele •• • 

c • •• 

the for-ee :made a conscientic Us effort, to keep rosters of all perst;nnel 
involved cu.rrent. Personnel accountabiljty was stressed at 91t6ry 

occasione 

In addition to the planning involved in restructur:ng heliteams» 
each inci:tvidual heliteam now reviewed its mission in light of the 
changes. The breakdown of missions now looked like this: first heli­
team. = securB the bridge; second heliteam ~ secure superstructure m()ve 
to bridge and work dov;n; third heliteam ~ swing team ready to support 
other missions as well as to br:i.ng support personnel i'O!"' clear'ing a.nd 
starting the l-tUAGUEZ~1 It should be mentioLad that the assignment of 
new missions 1.fa5 not really that crucial as earlier in the day all 
Har:i.nes were familiarized ~iith e'lery aspect of the boarding 

The force then bedded down late the evening of the 14thQ 
PORTER went to a final meeting early the morning of the 15tho 
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t-lhenhe rehll"ned about 0230 he brought back finalized instructioni'!. 
We would land on the USS HOLT (DE 107/ .. " for f'tlrther transfer to-th~' 
MAYli.GUEZ ~ hO'" had not yet been determined~ \,Je u:n.derstood that the 
choppers would have to hover over the HOLT and 1ITa 1.Tould proba.bly,nffvE'r 
tq jump a short distance to the deck to avoid placing the intire weiglrt; 
of th.e heli~opter on the destroyer.. ReceIving the final word from' 
~.ajer PORTER, we boarded buses for the airfield. Prior to lea"rJng~ 
a htst minute head count was accomplished tori th final updates t('}heH:~ 
team embark rosters. 

We reached the airfield some time after 0300 and immediately'" 
proceeded. t.o our specifio helicopter.. I Was heliteam leader fcrr' ,the 
s~ond team ~n1 I briefed the helicopter pilot on our mission -
tUrn receiving from him instructions afS to how to load the ehoppe:r. 
Additionally our halo took cargo nets for employment on the HAYi'l.GU11:Z. 
',-ie were discussing the launch time and both agreed that this 1,,rr;uld 
no doub{~ be like the previeul!! NEMVAC operations"Eagle Pull" and 
InFreqilent',iindt~ with multiple alert/standdclovm drills for heli'c-efj'>tert:l 
and embarked heliteams·.. No sooner had this obsel"V'ation been :rre.d:e 
than a flight line vehicle gave us the signal to launeh. So:me fmr 
mputes 1'l~~ter 0400 on 15 May 1975 we were a:lrborne headed forth,s 
MAYil,GUEZ. 

The flight '.)'as aJ;i.errie trip launched into darkness and '!las 
save the test firing of the helioopter's minigu,.'1s. Around 0600- \·'e i,r-erB 

there ~ c:i.!'cling the USS HOLT aYaiting landing;, '{.fa ~lere the se:rnd 
land and th:ts took some time as the first helicopter apparentl.r had. 
diffit:;:ul :in determining the best means of landing. HoweveY'~ ()lJr 

hl;nding ~,'i9..S smooth and though the Marines had to jml1p to t,he d.eek the 
distance '"ra~) llln.:i:mal',,)'Jl all cases. After I got off the helico:c/c;er" T 
could "'[::-;11'cc<.ate the 'problem faced by the pilot in landing C1'"O;;!1!l 

. on.:'e. 1E his .tor over the. edge ,:3.110 hovering eV'(!/l!i3C; 

off th.\! (190;~. retrospect the pilot d:B. @;, supe:'i:-lative' bit 
L1.~:k~sh.:t ~> 3 

Cm(;~e a1~, the 'force had arrived aQoarc.t the ROllT our next 
HI:fs hC'.·l t.o g>::it :."board the SS 11AYAGUEZ - the1'8 'Iras y\.c '~asy an8we:,,;,~ 
li'inal1y :1. ::\'::::3 det.ermined +1-.",+ the best t,jas - real1y the only 1<':3.'7" = 

i,Tas to pu:n thO! HOLT alonf: side and board. 'rhere 1,.Jtls a question of' 
COUlnatibility - it aPr'eared tHat the MAYAGUEZ would he h1gher out of 
thE Via ter thaI] the HOLT - thus making it mandatory to board !:;b~ 
:racob's ladder on the NAYAGUEZ - a very risl::l~ operationc Ho"re,rer, the 
scheme of rDEmeUVer was set and we hoped for the hew!';. 

&. In order to this period of time in the propel' emotional frr~ll1tl~ 
;,1Orb;d t 1.s to expand the circumsta.Lces existing ,;;he11 v?~ 
arl'ived. Once ab0ard ,the HOLT 1va could see thf3 HAYAGUE:?: -
l~r.ge :111 the '~l:~::~:,:tnce :.off the island of Koh Tang. On Roh Tang 
He could see SFlc 1':e billowing from the beach and at this t:"'TIe ",e le"U~1if'Jd 

that. at least 011t) helicopter had been shot de,!!)." Our e:rr:otioTIij "!FJJ:'C) 
at a high peak it was obvious after a 1'91":100 of feeling thg,-t, 

UDrtfJ@OJJ~~U~O~® I 
DECLASSIFIED 

•••• • •• • •• •• • 
•••• • • 

• 5 •••• 
•••• • •••• • 

•••• · ... 
• • It •• It 

•••• a • · " •••• 
• • .. .. .. .. 
• •• 



DECLASSIFIED 

01:1"<1 r:J~;3s:ion h;_~d ::j S{?Il:Jr:] of unrfJc?,li't;l 
B~hc1·~t IJI'(0})Ctr.:} t.~ (trl 

I)EJrscnal1J~ +~I'''ii;3 r~l'.;ort. pGriod of time 
-. t,~·:.e 1t1 1rlhich I fins113r 

():~ .!-:~.~. :::J .'_~j ton af1 'i;fBll.. a~3 the fact, tl1at 
tt, After OJ~ ,prepart:'tt.:~ol1 for 

ElYE:2' :roal1~'" executing a combat m::ssion, 
0): t·: . .r;i0 ".J'·?vt5 'both. a:vralcenil1g and in3pir:1.ng~ 

J~:t, +)'j ts time the HOLT begft:1TI its run on the ri!tiIAGUl:i;~" 
i,b:; r~:::wh:tne guns of oUF force ,in conjla1ct:l.on ',rit.i-l 
1 t.~he uppe~ deck. Other Y!.8.r1118 personnel 'vera 
a:r(::S\ to be pre~:red for boarding. 1;'y te[tm vIas 

follOldng captain 1-rOOD v steam. i·ie3.pproa(;ht',r1. 
PORTE..tt had the Army interpreter, a CGptai.:n TEIlLI?::;, used 

sl?",u.kersystem to broadcast to any Cambodians on the 1'/fAYt;.'-rUEZ 
1.1i- Pc V:~.S reported t.hat there ,-1e:,'8 six C~iT1lboQ).s.ns ab08.1'd a~~ 'em r"l"!lJC'o'::. 
<3d .. 

" Follow'ing ilhe appeal of the int<:lrpreter to give 11p,f ~1 elcl"clJ ·0i~·'" 
Tiiissio~ was called in - tbcad "to oec"\u' iTfllll.ed:i,ai:.el;{ 

ot~r boarding. "The close air run .9J'conplished by Air 
a 1:ie'1uty t.o watch - a strn ring run ·,dt.h Vihat appeared tCI 

bon:h fillyd vIi til tear ,;8.8 bomblet$~ It was preciseJ~r 
h~leed~ +·he }USAGUEZ disappeared In a cloud of' gM for 
TILt~ v.e{~u.y!;J~~cy of this bombil1g run 'PD.d lat~cr b~ou.ght· hOl1J('; 
tb~ :>:'ii:\j~(,h operati')l1 o.r the MAYAGUBZ. I 1:Lerally foun." (;:1S 'bo:f~)Ie';3 

evc;::rY'i/hr:fro on ~~he exposed surface of the ~·!ii.YAGUE":. In "V'(~ 'tL~ (' ~ u 

g.t:l "ra.iS ~~t:il1 rsersistent in some IJoorl:t'" ~t,."ent:ilat.ed por-t:1.i::·"~ ~ ~"'C .;. ~ 

:JL.'":::: lie t1:e NAYAGTTEZ .. at 1930- son." hours 
Ii 

iP Ai, ~r"roxircatel r 1V710, all Pri."J:·:lJTLinr~:~y ~:((;r,j.O)J$ havi",g 
tf'f:~ HOLT :~~ame side '116 IvL\Yl:..G~,.:~~Z e I{', "';,13.8 <!t 1')ea.·lj.t.i:(~11 .;;'1,,, ,,;;.''''C 

J. A,.!.. 

t}:')3 s]cipper of ttH~ Hl:.I..".4 -- no hes::ttftt5.on~ Gt1.:-<J~~ctly bold 8:c~·.:::Hn:1,{%t 
ngr,}:'E: HOLT .. nJ.ongside. t~Hh the C'Or.1J(!~tnd Njviari119S overr thE! 

tb.8 l)oa:r.~d'i.i1g bGgf:i.:r1,&· Inltially, t1tJ() }:flr:1.r!i.~~;s i':u:lfle it OVEn.~ :::~j.~l t·re1~'(~ 

1::1:112$" The bO$;;'ding \ms not a smooth evolut::l_on because of' tor;?? '1 

:UnNJ 01' board the HOLT and the gas )r.J.s1.-g Dlan~ 
(;1;f'J )"'3:(1 got on the HAY4GTEZ, the tllO ',;nC! aftC'I" )~1 
h9:.1.1 '31'8 got lrlem togother the b09.X'd'lnf:; My h'J~~Y'r1 C·,'TT"=,, 

a '!"m rdmrtes oJ:'ter the final secux·i.ng of' J ~ n,,,>S-. It. 1"(1;;, a ';cO 

becmlse of' the ]J.JTd.tr:0d visIbility. Persc:m:~lly § 011 seve:L~f:,l 
I mis ludp'ed sterm:tng do'vm or tripCf3d over 0[:)8-"0,(.;1.(78 I 
O:t'1(~€ ~e ~ot o.bo~:~_ :the' operation .>. (!}r.ly~ 

thon -Go the s:'Lde of the ship s 'iO Koh 
b..ad dE:lil~v'::y~~~tely cOl:lle aloY).g on ~;:',h@ '""~fl\:?,J"':'(~~ 

"d (l", +.,., Cf~'''(.; "'" 1'"",'?·~1'jln(> "'l>ote(-.r;on~. 'f'~-;.q 
.... _V>.~ "'"-' 5~k.V.'"" V<.~ ,.->'--l...f>.~_I", ...... ~, 1J v ... u....... j.. L ~-'-

11n(1 el!:1!'eo. A group from. my' tete";. 
-1_.h.e ~::rng:tn0 rOC:rD. tl,:,j fast H,S n'-'ss }.'t;10 ::\n~~ i1"1 6bt.Jl'~ ol:<1~3:!~ 
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" ~t: '_. _ "( ,. 

exposure to Koh 'r"mg Island and so I designated 
S€iCU1.':l on th~ exposed rortion of the ship. [J0 never 
from Koh TanSilnowever., 

A t about 0815 or so the ship in my judgement was seCl1re 
searching and Eel> operations werre continuing" I rece:bred a 

tJd1}" 
X')~ t';Jl:-1'\t:·~( ~ 

e¥ign to be raised on the fantail concUl'Tent with a flag amidshi}:h 
Re.';lching the fantai1~ my color detail, consisting of Sergeant RONSISEG 
HN TAYER and myself, unfolded the flag ~ fixed a rusty snap link on th~ 
flagpele and redsed tl1e American colors at the same time as the flag 
amidship. Shoitly thereafter the ship Was officially declared secure:, 

!IO G 

Following this ,a general search of the ship Was cOndtlcrl;ed~ (;on= 
t1:j.iners looked at, and all possible hiding places gone over" The 
C~"'nb0dians appear.ed to have done little to damage the ship although· 
there were many areas when they could have-done considerable damage 
hetd they chosen,., There was much evidence of thehhaving been there­
particularly in the bridge area~ I personally observed a pot of cooked 
rice which had~been abandoned and saw spent cartrid~~s from AK=47 
rifles lying all over the upper decks of the ship. However» nO' weapon~ 
or equipment were found& 

IF' During the search operation we were observing heavy action on Koh 
Tang Islande We could now see one 'beach where various Cambodian gun= 
bo~,ts '''ere 10 • "'me beach i.rere two downed Air Force heli= 
copters - onE: "_h ,:'":lck hulk and the other reasonably" intat::t 

,.th the tail se~troil apparently shot off Q During this tL'UEl I saw 
T;; third Air Force chopper leaving the beach with e, big ball of flame 
~L:1. its tail. The fire went out and the helicopter fle't,)' off out tc 

':'C'.l u,,'1der its own poller. 

Baek on the Ml~"Yt,GUEZ we nOli directed our efforts at getting tnt": 
started. ,The ~q personnel came over from the HOT",T ani began 
initial effortsc 

~ 
r§' 

Narines became inv;olved in numerous tasks to Ll'lclude line 
5.rCl:i.ng up the ship (removing expended gas pillets over the ship j 
handling equipment,.. Soon after the, MSO personnel came aboard 

there :was a request for ~t's(mnel to be prepared to go 
Koh Tang Island~, Captain ilI00D ana a force numbering 40 vlent 

h;YI:;'ct the HOL'!' pre~.d to go ashere~ Najor PORTER and myself TEIITJ8.inE:cr 

the MAYAGUEZ &, We were concerned about the completion eu'1~ 
,r'.fl"l~.on = not &nly seizure of the 'l'A'.AYAGUEZ but also securing her = 

6 
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i 
"Jould be accomplished once the ship was in international "Waters. 
23 requested Marines 'aboard and Vp ra:mainede 

~ , 

Hter some initial difficul t.:ys, the MUAGUEZ vas able to be put, in 
tmT behind the HOtTo The anchor chain was cut and the M,UI\QHEZ 
mc)''?;?' around noon'&' Shortly after th113 operati<>n lm.d commenced, a 
beat appeared waving a white flag. I had not been aware of the 
crevlrelease and initi~lly I had }"m'~"''''~ prepared to "Watch 
b0at,~ However, the boat came alone,s:lclec 1nd the original erst,? ",w"-",'''''''',,,"; 
They we!'e extr~mely relieved to see us and expressed thsJ.r grat::l:tU(~8'" 
Most, appeared to be fatigued and somewhat shaken, but nearly ('!ve~ro:l@ 
vas reas~:oobly healthy. Some had received shrapnel wounds from 
F~eejets who had strafed them with gas while they were on a 
bodian gunboat. Once they came aboard the power plant,began 
tion quickly. They ccmmented that little had been done to 
shipexeept that it 8R;Peared that money had been taken from the 
safe. The ere"J in conv~rsation 1'6v6!:ded several things about 
experience: tBe;{ 'l-Y9:re trMted fairly well, they had been made to 
sign documents admitting certain things~ they had been t.,"\'1r1 'h~? ~>,'hiC' 

capt,ora that the Americans vTe:re bombing and caus:lng rran~/ ., 
c.,ualties. The ere,. in f:!'eneral was overl;Jhelmed by the response of 
services (Mar:tne Corps J Navy and Air Foree) in their behalf'" They 
bad· anticipa.ted that their fate was to be similar to that of the ereill 
o:l;" the USS PUEBLO. ' • 

,The to,.,ring~operation ce~sed around 1700 '\I1hen the HAYAGTT'S17 (l,'ot, 1)1:) 

to full steam and the jIO~LT received 1mI'd to proceed 'immediai iii! ~ hl,clr 
to KohTang Island~ Ive rerna 1ned9.board theMA.YAGUE7~ eating (huner 
t~re. At approximatley 1930~an Army tugboat (LT-536' arrived from 
,Sattahip~ Thailand. 

, -We proceeded to ~d dotm on the llI"mY tu.g where ,.re ,.yare treatl!)d 
extremely well dpspiti;!: their limited facilities.; We remained aboard 
t114til 0230 on 16 ~.ay 1,Then vIe transferred back aboard the USS ROJJT;; 
The entire Delta Company force :l.TIvolved in the boarding operation "r315 

now reconstituted ,. The HOI.T 1"":llnained in the vicinity of Ko11 'fang 
Itt-and r1uring thp '1 t:,th , If'hat uftemoon it. was directed to head to 
Guam and thiE 1., ' "_",,vi.,;,i;ur transfer to the USS l.rILSON (nDG 7)-0 
The transfer was aCCOYlIp.ltshed at night with Marines .carrying full 
pqu:Lpment usinS moi;,on(tvnale boats.. It was a hazardous transfer and 
yet accomplished v)'ithout incident$ 

.... 
Ab9ard the USS itIILSC)N the situation agatn changed and the foreo 

,,jas d:1.ree:bed along t-rfthth,a 1,JIISON and the HOLT to remain in r;:t''':1 

tt.'pick up s'UI'Vivors from the Koh Tang operation. The next aaY1717 
May 'l.ll'as uneventful but preparations vTere :made to support a planned 
SEAt operation on kon Tanl'(:. It ,"as ant:tc:1.uated that Marine~ in 
wlmle boats frem the \<J:TISON mir:rht be used to provide support for t:hJ 
SEAL team inve,tigat:J.ng t.he 'f;r.recJ{age of' the helicopters or that, ~1:~ncb"'''' 
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be used as a rescue force·" These contingencies lr!ere age.in 
fn!'·. Boat teams were desi~ated, briefed and ready to go early the m(J't1:1~ 
:tnp 0:1i' lS Nay. Pl'ior to involvement~ hO"le1re!'~ a message was received 
C0nel)11ing this operation anr'! directing the foree to Subic Bay~ !l.P .. 

arrived in Subic Bay without incident on 20 1-fay 1975e 

~ In reiro meet., the operation WaS unique and raemorable t,o have 
D'.'J.rt of. 1. p!'ll'sonal1y learned several lessons: a rea.l apprec:iati.on 
for the use of -("tot control agents, the valUe of a. simnle plan of 
~:JI:ectlt:ion? and the i.mportance of aggressiveness. The entire operatl.on 
,!38 for TPe a positive accomplishment.. Marines and sailors worked ex= 
1~T''''meJ.y Hell t,(";}!,et,her. The' professionalism of all tmit,s' lJelta 
"lorin'",') .11+,h 101as readily apparent. Most impressive to m~$ however, wer"O 
~"!h~ l.ilr1:l.:vidnal I~larir.tes~ a~g:ress:1.ve, professiol1al1 anti. e[ltJ1.usi.astfc"~ 

er:orts \,11'):;:'("; ou.tstandilig. A.s a final note it. '''as a pleasure to 
h(~01L of an operatior. which was a credit to thr;l Ear:1.J:ie 

~8 '·!ell. 813 tre T!i,lt.ed States. 

8 

DECLASSIFIED 

• ••• • •• • •• •• • 
•••• • • • • •••• 
•••• • •••• • 

• I •• 

• •• • •• •• • 
•••• • • • • •••• 

• • •• • •• • • •• 



DECLASSIFIED 

th.e r:: 't:tt\-!.;n :~.-"~('on; 1)he "Of the 
Opt-0Y'1J. ~,·~.O}:i.~ It ~,s ,~t cornl;1~na t,iorl of 

I 1'<2(:(' rrw -Lni.t::'L1.1 VlaT'n:il:1I~ order from L:iotrl:.enant 
CO }~l}r liE}, at n.ppro::dmately :2000, 13 1975,. 

to h':'1v~ ;2 l'crienforcec1 pInt-cons rC':ldy to T:love out, ;1, 

The:("crce "J,113 t·o total no !'10Y''''' than 120 men. Tte 

Colonej>Q C e E., 
T 
.L 

group'. 
h81'3 been 

at apI)lf Oxil'fu9.-1 01" 1000 on ]. j l\'~j; wit)' .. TFCrsof111®1 
-(:,11e area of' the L l'per 't-M.U Camp.. To w 

{l r)et,3:ll to Gu,M Poj,nt GymnaSiUJ11 8.!1.r3. on 

ill Ti'<,:nbors of tlDt: J./4 were mu.stered at approx3:mately and t~H:nTI com.;, 
ponition 'mnou.llced. I chose to talce the 2nd Platoon of Sec011rJ. 
b" ;-t. ':!l:.',T;~STDES and the Jrd Platoon 0:' S"'·;~cr,d L,· . ,., 
The platoons l/are reinforced with machine gun squads and by 22.30 t.h@ 
Company was ready for deployment. The troops were instructed to take 
5 days~chow.. and a field transport pack minus the blanket roll .. 

At approxima:tel r 221;.,11, I was gi-ven a detai:L~d brief by tieutemnt 
Colonel HESTER ana was informed that my misa:ion 'Was to seize the 5S 
}I1.AYAGUEZ off of Koh Tang Island, Cambodia", At t,h1.s time, Major PORTER: 
and Captain FELTNER were selected as the headquarters element for the 
operation. 

"A final> equipment and personnel inspection was held at arrroximat'ely 
2300 and e:m,oorkat:lon J.·osters were physically checked to i.nsure Ml 
peroonnel accountabilitYe 

By 23.30 the company,oJ'as loaded onto transportat:1.Ol'l and made the" 
short trip to theOubi Point A:1r StaHono Here we 't-lere met by Ai7" 
Force LiaisonPel'sennel 'l<rho had arranged our transportat'ion to U-Ta·pa:o~ 
Thailande Additionally, at the Air Strip, we joined 6 MSC personne'l 
and 6 sailo'rs l)'hose mission it was to begin the operation of' the S3 
l1!YAGUEZ onee it had been eleared and secured~ 

Our BA Jl:)f arnrnuniti<m, an extremely complete BA, was delivered'lJo 
the strip at I'l;pproximately 0030. The troops and annno were EXped1tio'Usly 
loaded Emf... a ,-141, Starlit'ter -rook ofr for U"",Ta:pao at app"'oximately 
0115, 14 Maye .While airborneg Major PORTER, Captain FELTNER, and: 1l'l:ySg'xj:" 
made s'orne initial plans based on +'h", information we had reeei:vedand 
.:'ldditionaIJq drew up a number of EEI'S.hat va felt were essential to .' 
the plannirigand execution of onr mUI'Sion" The 0-1:41 was necessarily 

ther crowded, but the troops still managed to gate. good deal of' 
on the tripo 
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A·t (ipr:r!'oxim~", elr 041t5, local time, He landed at U-Tapao~ '(?here ~'Jifi 
viera l'tJ.El"i:. by Air Fen:ce transports/G-1on ann tairen to an Air Force dIning 
facility for beeakfast., In thn nidst of belng served, an Hl' Force 
Colonel, ColoHel JOCHA, ar3.':i,v80: [:l,nd l.nformed us that '1>19 had an 
brief and should be l'MO.y "to board helicopter~ for the ~rAYAGUEZ 

The troops,mueh -t.o their chagrin, were :mustered out of the mess htfl,l 
and 1<ktjor PORTER, Co.ptain FELTNER and myself attended an operation 
In the cou.r'fle of the brief we were given pictures Qi'the SS MAYAGUEZ 

oii and informed that1fe had 6 Air Force OR-53's for our u.se in the operat:'!.on. 
Our plans \<18re draim accordingly~ to land or hover above t.he cargo 
centainers .on the deck of' the MAYAGUEZ and debark troops.~ Each hel::t-

team was given a specific mission. The first bird,under'wr 
'~olmnandwas tt.';l'1i1nd·i'o!'e and the troops i{ere to as saul 'Ii and sa: ~e the 
b,~idge. The 13eoondhe10 team loTas to clear the superstru.cture aud 1rJOrJ\: 
ita way to the engine room and so on the plan went H:lth each team 
assigned a ~ertain missiono 

In th~ cct::rself the brief we discovered our denartura timewa'S 
changed to "pcss:lbly" 0930. TJ'lTClsdiately after the brief we joined 
the company at the U.Tapa6 gym when Gun!!",!;! Sergeant Bmm:mJSKT WaS 

issuing chow and ammun:ttion& Finally by 0830 we prepared heliteam~ 
::md hel:i.team rosters ann. began rehear:o,d.,ng and br:i.ef1..ng the plan to all 
the h'oops. In the midst of our preparation We were in:r"-"rmed t'he 
crpe1j.'"::d:ion had been postponed. Chow "'as served to 1.113 at 'f-,he I5flll1 anCl 
f:tnal1y a.t approximately 1215 on 14 r:r.ay l<ie wereinstruct8d to move to 
tbe sJ.I" strip and muster near out ass:igTI. ~d he106 Each t,eam hadbeeil 
r:-rev:l.ot1s1y assigned a hfllo by tail mmo,.1.~. 

The l"<Yl;re to the sln:'io:' was completed by appr-oximate17 
:I;,;proz:i.rf!""te1y 1415, we were informed that the assault iJ~ 
~C::' the day. Once again l,;e moved to the U=Tapa.o gym and :l"EHllf~ 

for tile night, constantly rehearsing ann preparing-., 

Iv1a:jol:' FORTER aM,ended a· brief at 1800 and inform.edus that we 
plan t.o launch the next morning at appro::eiIlUt'e1y 0400. ReveiJliJ 

~,.J:':'3 held at 0200, the heliteaJlll!!.,mus1~e:red., etc,. The llfajor attended 
ancther brief "fhtl>'"' W9 first learned ve were to be flcnmrn 3 birds to"" 
the U3S HOLT, a "E.1 for the boarding of the l1AYAGtJEZ~ Due to helo 

•••• • •• • •• •• • 
•••• • • • • •••• 
•••• • •••• • 
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&vaUabiJ.:Hy our strength wa~ cut to 57 r'iarines, 2 Navy Co men 2 
,dT:?OrCe EOn types, 1 Arr:fJ translato!' and 6 ~igC types" .,....M;o;o;Iiii.l~i,;i;Irfi21ilo1-.. ~;;.~ -~-CS;-);~-J~-fl-i~-rm-D""" 

Cl,'C: GcheduIec1, '>Ie launched at 0410 ex~,c1 oeP:"iYl oo~!'d1.ng t.:: ",{jJ~._~i::,,~ C !.J uGL!;;/ . 

0605 and the transfer .,as c01711')lete 0:/ 0625~ Arrivinl8': --
;'C!LT, boardlng plans were conrdins ted with the, ship' g '" _ tain 1 

I.:,;;')J:'S asslgned, etc~ By 0718 ,.vEl 1I1ara 1Nithin 1500 ~o(I,t:-:-____ _ 
nn,d l1ajor PORTER croar{",d a e.g air strike on t ;7 m ~~rl'~ ~ , .II-'nr;:::.= 

, £& + th 1,· "" ••• .:! f~ Rt"! "'11./Sf/nU'," c [:,Doe ;,erl.E!C v runs on e ::'ltl:tP, !.oggmg ;'"G J.TI a c (YRl~ 0 ,v .!/) 

By 0718 the t1-lO ships '"ere alon~s:'t.de ~ Corporal OOKER or the 
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Fl~~.tC\on, 2nd Squad crosse:, "'ollowed by :myself". The tva shlps 
6.Tifte-::l ",-part and C()~:,po!'al COKK{ and I began to take mooring line·s 
t:COlt1 the ·lOl.T,t:Lrst,,;e Moored :E'ore, then aft, the entire evolution 
~:"lking L~ or 5 !t~tmd;es.· Fellt)l.ring '~he mooring~ the rema5J,;Je-r (If" 'c'hn 
boarding part~r C:l'05~3ed. 1st team covered the embarkat1.()nare8' j 

2nd te~J~i jT;o"<ted to t,f,r~., , tb.t) J!*d to the en~lne' l'bOOli1Oi 

n 1~hot1gh at 0630 iN.') hrrl been informed that 6 enemy t,roops '{ere on 
t03.J1,j1 the ahip~ upon boarcHng ,ve found the ship deser'ted, 1.:ith onJ:y 
~;ome cold b:r eak"usy; J:'e11l11lll'yts found on the b:riflo-c. Th(; r:'h~ 'IJ "Jal3 tho~ 
Y'oughly seaI'c'.)hedh':tt,h sot{!(' degree of diff':i.culty U'J the 

WSll"'€' laboi:·~.~ns: tn gas me ~1.", 'In st1.f1.ing h",st. BUT, 

tb.orouf7hlv <,~p~'Y"<',,~h;~r~ .,., ,,~ ~, '"":~"':2 011C6 

":"d 

Overall, t.hE: t, \,;a3 devised as a raid in I'( built-up area 
the @la:a ~ kept 8:: by irrtexrt} 1.Jorked "rell ~ The re.'ll key to the ~ 

~ij~erat.ion's succesc., 01' to other silnilar operaticn1Bf s11Mese 1@ rapid, 
~g[~rf:"~s1.ye act:i.on. As to my troop8" they acted boldly 

tatj.on ':1.nd ~'c·},')O as the exemplary Marines they are4 
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Q.I " , 
I 

DEBRIEF OF SECOi'ITJ LIEllTENAN~ JOB ?LORES-,! 

I"ollol"d.ng 1.8 the debrief taken fron one of th(o' }'·'.:r:lncs l,;ho 
in the NAYAGtTEZ Oneration. It is a combj.nation of hIs Cl,fi"i tJ7'5.tte!:lft t,,::rt:(;;'-'e:;':t 
!:md ~n :tnterVie1<T conducted on 23 Na~r 1975. 

On the afternoon of 13 May 1975~ I ,rs.5 5.nfor:ml~d (hrr1:.r:d.n. d. 

:'i00D, CO, Delta Company, tha.t there 1-louJd be no J. that 
::~rl to ensure +,hat all my personnel ver('; B,cc(lunte6. f'or. 
'r~OT' perr:-~:r.;'";cion to tal~e a detail to the Gubi N·-,~l!.S gy~Tj,asj.'ltrn +Jo~' 

ins};:etball; the Ge· g21re h.is per:m:tssion. 

At approJt5J';:atel:v" 2'030, Capt.a~.n :'iOJD l"'all :tnto Jc.be gyn'l 
~'e -t,r"'lt I ''';,?lS to take everyone "::'0 the }!tlU Camp (a one end a h",If' 
:I' 1m) , have th0rl prep:x1:'e a fie1c". tro.nsport pac;.:~ and h~ve eW;r'::r('jr"r:;~ 
to go at 2200. He said the only hifo he had 'VTftS that 8. :::'20..,y.;'~:2 

~'··_:>;~::.t 1.J'as needed. Je tl1en se10cted our personneJ, ~,nd (::~lS11J~ed 1;?(?"re 

At 22/,0 ~;e had a brief 1d.t::l Li,;.;utenant Colonel Cit -;3. B:::3';?::::t1. 

•••• • •• • •• .0 • 

GO, ,~ls,tBn) l}-t.b.1':!a:r; }v:~ ln~f'o~n18d us we \.J"ould 1)8 lea"l.15.'ng f'rs:TI1. C':J1"J:t •••••• 
=~~,~3 "'f-rt~ 0030, GU.I'" destinatj_on: T,J-Tape~o, Thall_and, 01~'T) :}d:ss:to~.: to :r',~~~·{2>(·ve:t) • ••••• 

L >::' :'~AYAGUEZ ~ Ens~Jring 11e the proper peY'sonn81 2,n1 >W'~ 
ld't at appr0xims.te::!..y 0030 on 8. C-l,U. 'J8 arrlveo it) IT-Tapao ;."iB:r'~:7 

.~ ';:tt';(? l!1o!'ning and 'fere taken to ·a Cb.otl h.eJ.l, rnrti \tere 
>:~1.lcd. ont a:tld t·alreIl to a g~)rmrl!l;9j.u:TI~ There \·hJ "'Y;~'1-.pn 1~V;*'''('tlJ 'r()J'''''~ 

~"--';:'";',tE1d a conCf3pt elf operat:tons ~ln·"3. cOlld't2c<c~~.ec.. l""eh.eti,r~s~'tls!t :'(~T'(j 
-:.," '~::>n taken. to «!:":-l~- flight J ::.1'119 , ('e.l1y· -to ct i'" 
'i "~::\ :Pter a \J:sd:t of several hOl1T'S He ';Jere '.l8 ~J,?~"'1) 

," "'{:'; off th>3 flight line D.nd taken t.o the g:;m. The reI) 1'(31:'8 

f'c<, given .cots t~o sleep on and "Gold to fiE'i:, as :much rest, 1:l.S nos t"\:' ~.,'(O 

" .. "'t _ x;"":~~~:to.-! 
3.eveJ..Lle 1.fG.S held afi<}'02()O, p''3rsori't~el and geA.T' ~ ans 

~,:: ):~ j end at 0410 we lifted off 1n CH-53 j S -£"or a t,,70-"x:,;.1' rMe to f'te 
':('>~(1 E. HOLT, a rhvy destroyer. Upon the HOLT ',,;'e then 

Y'o.ecl to"'ards the SS Iv1AYAGTIEZ, pul1r?d alongside and' procee3ed .2GO 
~, ~:~~'2 it. P:rior to bosrding tIle ship h.ad ' .~ 
'~':'T''lsks 1.rere utilized during the search and cl"!t:>.!" 

.tt <)(nuple'te search of the vessel revealed. t.hat i:;~eT'e ,vOT'e no 
Gnxnbodians 011 bC'lrd. BO'lds of rice ;yere found in the galHYijr~ 
'·[as in fairly good order, cd.th only a fet.r rooms and the T'8.dio 

EU,"Y type of disorder. 

The fla.gwas raised after secl1ringthc ship and l-fe 'imre then 1'6= 

1'(~d t.o the USS HOLT, le!;l~t~"'C' a 15-:m.an se(x'::."~: .. } , 
the command group on board theMAYAGUEZ to cOIi!plete the l'!1.ission. 

The mission had been accomplished ab?;gressively and expeditiouslY9 
a::1d 1,re were now placed on a standby status to assist on the r.oh Tang 
I:Jland expedition. 
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Pollouing is debrief taken from 01119 of the 
in the HJlYAGUEZ CDe:c·e.t.ion~ It is a combination of 
ment :"n.d tm j.nteniei<j conducted on 23 11ay 1975 .. 

At appl'oximatt~ly 1600, 13 May 19'15, tiD" COii<ps.ny, Is"GB11, J.;;,t;hMar>, 'Was 
plac8 f.'l. on J,mmeC:::':::,h3 st.a,ndby, reason not explained. All l"e1"'sormel not 
in UH) 1,!;J::ediate area "rcre called m.ek at once. Later or tllat ~'lorrdr!l"" 
th,:~Jlatoon Gorn';-:').nders and Platoon Sergeants of "D!f i,re:!'egi'\r~11 
~': hrief on Hhat Hay be expected of us. At approxL'l1ately 2100 that evel,.­
:L'lg.3rd Platoon and some attachments from the 1st, 2nd,'1!ld . 

'to on "rere told to pack up and be ready to move 01:t 2330. 
,'~) boa::.. .. ed buses, droye to Cubi Point Airport, bOJrdl;)t1 .\'l C-Ml 
aTi.:~, t. ()(;:;n, the j:J.J1ne w:i.th us abo"lrd flew off to;"ftl!'c1S 01:1!' 

T})ailand. fIe ,;.rd:v",A "J+, 0500, 14 May 1975.. He iTI!."Ysil to 1:'hed.rpor't; 
'Hld trel1'.a5.ned Uteri 72 •• , .:~:pproximatelY' 1410. At this t;ime i"ep1t)~!ed. t(J 

·~·?l.e .hg:rlnn~lsium ubcl". .v spent the evening. A.t 1"1200; ]'·1<;y1995~ ,!"IS 
'.Jp, ",;:ut on our get:;'.!' and returned to the f1t,?ht 1; ~) rnr'! at bm:tr::ed 
CH·-:;3'::l Hne. fIe'\-! ()1~t te ~,.,~., :{CTf.', ;,::;-1'<1' 0810,·· pulled 

~~.~~~}u;:,'J' 1~e ;)~~2J:;;:'~;~~1:,{~,~~)~~(::~clg;{o':[j\;CJn:~ l.:~·'\,>(.r)o 10 Gont:col O!:J10 

~:xe retu:Y"ned to the tT3S HOLT, and ('!orJ.'ier~eer~. 1·',~"'I~,r~ t:g 
{:t.J,stere" Later, llrhen th~' "·,1"~Y.~GUE!j l·l;'1.S G>~~.c~ to rtl~l C!'" :1~I'" 

'.T() re-(,1)rl1ed off shore tc Ii:cl}!. Tang Islfl.11.:'i.} Co.rrrbodis'l:c 
< (~.~ (Jl!~~'3,~1)'1<,es in t11c :"I{ (1pera tioTIi! ~ Ov~;]:al1.3 th~ ·"'lerrt~ 

:,),),1 !:r"c)f'ess,;ion9.11y. It 1.Jas T,.;el1 planned by OUZ' }"~$ ;3 t"t::':'t , 
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DEBRIEF OF SERGE,'\...1IJ'T HTLLTJlN J. O1<1EJ:!S. USII1C 

Following is the debrief taken from one of the Marines who 
in the HAYAGUEZ Operation. It is a combination of' his o'!tm written 
ment and an 5.nterv:i."'"i-T conducted on 23 }fay 1975. 

On 13 Nay at abcut 1600 Company "D", latBn, 4thFIal" was told by 
'frOOD that the Company \.ras on standby, later that day 3rd Platoon iin:rs -1;01(1 
ther would be leaving at about 2300, 13 May. Twas assigned 3rd Sqn~:d 
Leader 01'" the 3rd Platoon. He left at 0030, lL~ May, about 0500 ~;J'e grit 1;6: 
Thailand, .:;Jfrre ~\IC- l'1f(luld, on the 15th of May, go on helo (OR-53) to 
H£l.YMiU1.I:Z to Y:'e"l:iurn .1t to the IT .So and to free the ship from the 
01.1 15 r1ay vfc,} as planned. On t"h'" way, we had. to change to the1JSS 
BelT, :'1.'(/" ,chich ':le iVould b08.)~d the, 3,9 VI.AYAGUEZ G At that time my 
misfJon ',T9.S· to go :1.1:1 the area of theoel:'l.g~_l:'l.e room,' clearing ito.!' any 
:JB:r.'~n:n01. "is I "I..rcmt to the enfsinG room there 1<faS no lip':1"rb ·to see ,.rit:h. 
I went do'm three decks to the engine room clearing each as my squad 
fol1m!ed Ire (lo"\;)n. After clearing- all decks \.Je ·went to the pOTtside 
of the ship. I ass:i.gned posit-ions to the men of my squad,along the' 
port side. Abo1Jt 1100, 15 May, we "t'ient back to the HOLT to return to 
St~bic, P.I. 8:3 H.f.\YAGUEZ would be towed "b-.r the USS HOLT until her 
1.JEll'El fh'ed up. On 20 He.y we returned to SU~bicl> ?I$ 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 

•••• • •• • •• •• • 
•••• • • • • •••• 
•••• • •••• • 

• ••• • •• • •• •• • 
•••• • • • • •••• 

• • •• • •• • • •• 



~. . 

DECLASSIFIED 
~I1i = .. ,WL.f.LLlLlliI':Lc::/Ll ... "' .... :rw1lllllUii __ 

l"~.!£1 fi)_~ 
\. 

F'c'11o'\"~.ng is the debrief taken froID one oft-he Mar~!.l1ea yht.) 
~:ste"3. in the NAYAGu".:Z Cr.-e!'3.tion. It is a combination 

tlS.2::2nt and an in"cer;Jiew conducted on 23 May 1975. 

On the 13th of Ht:tYli approxiinately 1600 hours~ I1DIt Company 1/4\::as 
on 7.>.. standby status for f'urther deployment. At about 00.30 hcn.1I"Sj'i 

14 1&:1Y! "D" Co~parr.f departed Cnbi NAS, Subie Bay to Thailand on. a C=1i~l 
'tran.sporii plan.e.G) l, , 

A~:, abolJ.t 0500, having landed at Thailand, the Co.ny Yas 
to tLe Jt3SS Hajj. for chou. Only a few 11](~ky tndividn."J.ls managecl 
::ie, t.o eat, due to transport buses arriving to haul i$D" 
pany auay .~J·ter being at the l-1ess Hall for abo'lJt 20 minu5::.ese 

j!DII Company \{as ready fcr deployrllent on the CH-53 1 s stationed act 
the AFB. The sh:tp CrellE ',r2:('6 ~Jaiting and ready, "Llr Company 'HaS 
:Lng and ready for that final word but H was :net to corne dcwn from 
'higne!"' ech.elor:s that ds,,;ts 

"1)11 Compnny 1::as hauled a'..lay to the Gym, where 'lire ll'E'H'El informed 
l70:\1ould he staying for the night, but. the aspect came "CO a 
sudden helJ~'G. of the companies from 2/9 had prior clair: to the 
('<cis.. But th,~ eIe cf: tb('l c'?taclrment:l y..fa~ior PORTmI., arre,nged to ha"l1;) 
thE) !:~onp:my moved so !lIP' Company ~'Jould be prepared to g:tvc"l j:t 
t)":y:«t zero <1::.);';:: t.hirty to leave on the CH ... 53 vs. 

~~00, J~5 it~J;tY$ ~1Jit c~ ~,;}n n th,e precess of :movil1g oU.t to ~(:J:10 

]>;~ '\\",-:: f::;, ::; :?:j~::jlY;Gtec1 to be t;loo':.,' (: ~~t')O Fh~jn "',Ife t?oUld be junrping off the 
of' +.np u~'"!>Q1,..1 11;, HnVJ'q 'Whi(:h wOi:tld carry the 

NAYAGUEZ. The Har:tnes 
'.J(;)Y-O given the t.~uik of -che MAYAG1JEZ from the 
C:s.:,)ly)d5_;S!.:J.s "f.,rho h:s,d 011.trJ'f~}:~t c:o~n:tn1tted pll'-acy In seiz:tng ~tl1at e;11ipe 

.~I ~.J"a.s 'e" r1GHf:ber of: St~.:;,fr Se.r~geant ;'EN'1 s' ~;r11ich l1.aa 
tr>e b'tl1 ~JS(!g, .. w~ys ind r001'll:::: 

t·l~e J:"00~n: .~nd rOOTD i tself It 

~.I1G r-TllYllGTJEZ begal1. to be p;assed ( 
pla,nes-t) Tliere was st,211 onr~ 

ik t ~:r:.~:~otrt~ 0718, 
'(1 $0 • .:.i:1J: Ff'"Jrce 

ax\::.r::n,:\, t.·;h.ere 8.J:?€ erst.: T!l.tO!rnbe!'s of the T'·1i\.YAGUEZ? Nobody kne",the 
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U:£thCl:t opposUion. r.r~ J" O~mNS 
)~{)Ol~l \<11. th team members. 

b.Ylce OorpClral 'HOOD and his squad stayed 0}:1 the }.!A. ,[AGUEZ for 
hr:i.(';f' ~d)ne 1'0:.:' ~ler:JurH;y pU:r'1)013E!i5 hut late!" joined the dep.:9.rting 
of th? Ec-~rold E. HOLT. 

All H:l':r1.nes '-lera g:'i:ven a gracious '.eleome bael{ t·o the 
Haval personnel on the hlO ships vIe were on, Harold 
B HTIS(,N> expressed their feelings :i.n the ultiTfJ2.te 
prov~ for trivlal neei.18 1 and rna.de just 'fIl.any 
and 52.Beds ,to provicle comf'cLt'::' 201'" the ~Jrarj_nefJ 011 l)c~trd{l 
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DECLASSIFIED ·U· 

FollowinG is the debrief taken from one of the ~'Iarines who pa.rtici}, 
in the }'.t;:.YAGUEZ OperatiOl}.. It is a combination\of his m.1n written state c

• 

ment and an interview conducted on 23 ]')75. 

Oh 1vIay 13, 1975.we, 3rd Platoon and att'ldments IIJelta it Company' 
1/4 were at the gym in Cubi Point working out when our Company Co~'n'.!~ld­
er, Captain WOOD cam~ in and told us to go back to the company area. 
We had been notified through the day that we were on a standby status 
but we hadn't received a mission. Later that night we were trucked 
to the airport in Cubi Point where'..re waited around a hillf hour, then r 
He were briefed about our plane flight and in the next four ("011:::';3 "~'e 

\,;':,l:re in 'Ihailand. He found that our mission was to c3.pture the U. • 
merchant ship r'L4.Y~GUEZ. On !lay 15, 1975 we boarded ,dr Force eil-53's ' 
c;nd. moved to our objective. From the CR-53's we Were transfen-oo to 
tIle: d~stroyer U.s;') HOLT. As we prepared ourselves aboard the SJ.i.LP 

cur OO,]Gct.r>lo (:'1:::8 elcser, Each squad was assigned a different task. 
IS b.sk 1';n.n be the first to board and secure the brid 

of the SY!lp. As the US3;ICLT slowly pulled aside of the Ni\.Y;:.GJ~;;:, 
we. all beg<.:;n to get positioned, moments before we arrived the shir; 
had been hit 1,lith gas agents by IT.S. Air Force planes, so we equlp'!'od 
ourselves ,,ri th our g:;'G masks. As we ::)usitioned ourselves to (;():~:C':: '·e .. . 

'Y-" .~ .. .. HAY11GUEZ, the USS HOLT anchor 1ines had to be tied to the ["iA AG0;:;;:,. • .. . 
•• • Captain ~'iOOD vJaS told by x,:a,jor PORTE-it to t~(3,tpe lines down. S:i.nce .... 

I \,as closest to the rail, I "laS told tce~(>1"'6":.~i-"tjjO ~t.l:1e N!lYAG'::;;;::7. : : 
;'J.nd tie the ropes of the U;3S HOLT to the lj.:3. mer-chant 3h1 p '::, "' .. .0 

':..i'terboth ships were docked, C':3.9tain ':JO!JJ, myself and~,'c", :'2~~t:iJ:' : ... 
. ~." ~ b~' t th' h' ;'ft ,'~' - +h'", '" ... ·'·'··1 ~",,'- ~L··'.'···'~"·· "'1"l'1(1 0s.:tn 0 secure e s ~p. .1. eruOlnes v l", we 1"0",-,- V~.C,",-",.'t,; . .. : .. , ..... ". 

OD. '111 e:d.ts on the aft end of the ship and waited to get the 1-JOrd. .oa :-: 

'1n.-C:r~e,m~be r,.,t of 01,;;(' small task force. After the word was passed t,}:;.,{·e..,.· : 
:,he ship H.lS secu,:e, the raising of the American fb.g began. JiIa.jor ... .. 
?ORTE.~ and Captain WOOD raised the flag forward of the ship and Capta~!l .... : 
)l'ELTHER, myself' and corpsman TAYER raised the flag aft of the ship_ .. • 

·.~fter the recapturing of the ship We ,.ent back aboard the USS HOLT :\.: 
and began to tow the ship back to Subic Bay, PhilippinAs. After the • •• 
'rrSS HOLT waS assigned a neY mission, we were transfer~to the US3 
Henry B. HILSON which brought us safely back to Subia clay, I'hilippi:1EW. 
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DEBRIEF OF CORPOl}A.L B. c. RUOKER, USMC 

Following is the debrief taken from one of the Marines who participated 
in the ~~.YAGUEZ Operation. It is a combination of his own written statement 
and an interviev conducted on 23 May 1975. 

I, Corporal RUCKER, B. C., on the night of May 13th was playing basketball 
in the gym and Captain '(.lOOD walked in and said letBs go. On the night of Hay 
13th "re boarded a C-141 for Thailand. We arrived a.t ThaUa.nd on the m.orning 
of Nay 14th about 0660 and vIere taken to the chow hall and in the midrile 
of getting breakfast ,Captain WOOD passed the !'-JOrd to get out. iqe reJ oaded 
the buses and went to the airfield and from the ai ::-";" '~'v,: ,c.;ym wriere 
we stayed for the night. On the morning of r-iay 151e,; rel/'j ',It 0200 
for Third Platoon ,and attacl'l,ments.. About t,.;o hours laM!' we t.Jen~ t.o the 
airfield to accomplish our mission. We arrived at the USS HOLT on the born~ 
ing of tviay 15th at about 0600. The bird hovered about five feet above the 
ship, so we had to jump doyn to t.he ship. We were on our way to the I,;,j: GlF;:l; 
meanwhile it was being prepped with gas. ',{e "lrrlved :'1t. t1e MAYAGUf:;" 
Capta.in HOOD and Corporal CCE:,;}1, ;,'e"" f5 
'W0:l:,(:J7..:..::.lcw6'::: ::;1' COl,'l-<oJi' $ :';'lu-~d and my squad HJOnp' 'ri·Lt~ '(;<:'31' , 1 (". 
tenant f!'LOhBh.Hlen We took a deck at lL,tj~'!L.!,g,'.:!g S1ll'( tL,,,t e<:.u. C, 

was secure until we reached the bridge. and. then our rrission \o.ras accvn:Fl;i';~I.(: ,',' 
f1' .... 

1 
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FollOirling is the debrief taken from one of the .iY1arines vrho part,icipl"i::.ed 
in the MAYAGUEZ Operation. It is a combination of his olm written state;";"G":~ 
and an interview conducted on 23 May 1975. 

I,Corpo;>al :wcx:::m, E. J., vIas in the gym phying basketball on the 
of May 13th and tr~t was when it happe¥ed. 

My Company COIl".r.;ander, Captain ~JOOD, came in and told us to get back to 
the area and pack our gear. 

Later that night at about 2300 we left the Company area, ~~d at 0100 
we boarded an aircraft and went to Thailand. We stayed there for the res":, 
of that daye 

The next morning at 0300 "Ie boarded an aircraft on our "lay to Cambodia. 
About 0600 we were taken off ,the aircraft and got aboard the USS hOLT cc"nd 
it took us to the tllAYAGUEZ. 

F:i,rst we had planes drop C.S. gas on the ship, and with our ga.s .:r,a;;;;k;s\ 
on we pulled up beside the MA,YAGUEZ on board the USS HOLT, a destroyer, 
and crossed over from the USS HOLT to the MAYAGUEZ. •••• • •• • •• •• • 

There wasn 9 t anyone on the ship so we had some people go to the •••• 
room to get the ship started. while this was taking place the ship' s C'r0~!' .... . 
came back.. They took over the work in the engine rooID9.ud got the ship ... . 

• started, after which we left the ship and returned to P.I. ..:-
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Follo.iing is the de brie:i' taken from one of the who t,ed 
in the Mi\.YAGUI:::Z Operation. It is Ii combination of' his 0,;'11 'dritten stute:nen: 
and an intervieW' conducted on 23 May 19750 

I don't remember times a.nd dates because my first thought was when or if 
I was coming back. It started when Delta 1/4 was on standby for where ,4e . 
didn It kn.01tI. \<.'hen we were goi ven the word, uDel ta stand by!! each man ,,,as told 
to pack his gear and prepare to move out when given the w6rd. It seemed like 
a normal day after packing our gear; \fhen vIe \Vent to p11iy a little basketball 
at the gyIllo \·ie were there. about one hour when Captain :'WCD told us to head 
towards the camp and get our gear on. After the word; we got on buses and 
went to the air base where we Here told we're going to Thailand, which tock 
us about four hours to reach. After we reached 1hailand, lI.ajor PORTlR gave 
us word that the Cambodians had taken an American ship and we were going to 
get it backl I don it remember times but we started out to g-et t,eloed in on 
the M.HAGUEZ_ but the plans Were changed, so we stayech;(ovemight In an air 
base in Thai1and."~ 

About 0200 we got up and prooeeded to be helo'd out to iii. Navy destroyer 
which was going to take us to the MAYAGUEZ. T,-Je were told after boarding the 
Navy ship that the MAYAGUEZ was going to be gassed first then the }~rine :. :.: 
team ·would take over from there. '~Ie reached the ship and one by one sta.rt~ • 
on the ship. After boarding there were two men thai ~7,:ra ~ACurity on diffe;-<Ml~. 
decks ~ covering each others back ~ n case there vl~"any'bqdiAi,<-:m the ship t.hW:. •• • 
would ha.d given us a fight8 "14 ";!'[,::"~ ed into one of t,oe"dec.l:i: passages by: ... 
Major PORTl£R \.fhen 'we didn't knc eX~lhere to go. He just pulled his pit3~Fl 
and said wcome onq to us and WB~~ in the dark passage without stalling or •••• 
anything. ~'lhen he se.:tv ther, we:i;>e .:) enemy there he told us where to watch ~nd: : 
w J},~,back to help ot.her [4arines ao their job. II The crew had fsoti. en back on"" • 

.. ' '~~~rom another island after they got on the ship the desLr~yer tied lints···: 
to pull t.h", -'" ~ ~ int;Qiaternational waters. Dux';'''' - that evening we had tUl"ll.'f!) 
aroun! L .. "s:2ect back,;:; assiot the Ha:rines the. "JeTe vuck on the Island, b"C.i- ". 
unfortuna: eJ.y we didn a t get too much action, the company of Marines were : .... • 
helo t,d ont .. w.'1e Naval destroysp RnA We headed back to the Philippine Isla..'Ilds • 

. ~ "{,If" }f(!ll'G lad to be back an wE.11e0i:13d -r our fellow Marines. 

1 
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DEBRIEF OF LANCE CORPO~AL D •. )-i ."~~ 

Following is the debrief taken from one of the Vt8ri:r;es 1"ho participated 
in the N1YAGUEZ Operationc It is a combination of' his own written state­
ment and an. interview conducted on 23 May 1?~5~ 

':, Lance Corporal D.. H e WOO~ of "D" Company, took part t11. the recovery 
of the SS JV!J\.YAGUEZ. 

On May 13th, 'We were told that we would not have off base liberty~ ... 
But we could go thA movie or the gym in a group. I was at the pool 
when I got the wo);·d to get back and put my gear on. ive '-lenttc the 
Cub, Point NAS and at about 2400 we were loaded on to a 0 ... 141 and took 
off 0 Ive got to Thailand about 0500 0 Went to chow and tben we 'went 
back to tho airfield.. l<fe were then told what we were going to do. 
~fe were all set to load em to.eR-53 is. But we were told to wait .• 

That night We stayed in a gym" We Vfere told we 'vould be get.t1ng 
up at 0200 the next morning. Well~0200 came ano we got up, went to 
OhO"I, then J:ltraight to the airfield. The CH-53 vs were waitinp(: for 
us. G> We took off and headed out over the ocean.. . 

°About 2 hours later we were over the USS 'HO!rT. He had to jump 
on tc? the HOLT 0 T was told by Captain '£:1001) to sprel'!.d my squad along 
the side of the HOLT .. 

Major PORTER gave the Cambodians a ten..minute. time limit to get 
off ,the MAYt\GUEZ, then they gassed the MAYAGUEZ 2 timet3&' He came along­
side and boarded. 

t 
Ny miss,ion Was to take my squad and clear the d~eks. 

After 1Je had swept through the sh:i.p~ 3rd PlatQon went back to the 
HOLT. 14y squad was left to provide securityo The erevl came back and 
the ship i;Tas under her own power& My squad stayed until 1830.· Then 
we got on an AX'ln"ir +.11,:;' 9nti from there tva were moved to the HOLT at 0200 
in the c:nhe HOLT one half' of' a day and then we moved 
to 1·:LJ~~ (,}11 t1(T,:~CtJ. we came back to Peto 

011 tt.~:i i,ray 
t.o Dllll Ollt SOlnEl 
to P~I. 

\{6 \I0:I'f3 told that we had to go bat'll:: to Koh Tang 
But the plan wal:l given up so We came back 

1 
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-tak:en from auG cf 1..:.ne Mar~ines 'hfho 
in It is a cOr:J.blna of his o'.m ,,rritten statEn;en 
and an intervie14 condu::!ted. on 23 

mission. 
fer such as this one. 

to go on an UJl~:nown 

so 

The 
clear blue 
telling 
someone 
our packs. 
never rno.ke 

W[iS interes~ uhen out of tr:C': 
this voi(~e and I 

to move 01.l"t. 
to go 
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