DECLASSIFIED

ROUTING SHEET (5511)
NAVMC HQ 335¢ (REV. 9-73)

1AL

HEADQUARTERS MARINE CORPS

[RONROR| MAYAGUEZ PST-EX RPT ARFTER ACT RPT ROQOIMDR Ol =75 01 F114.2)
2 DOCUMENT ] - o, < |
g ContROL SUBJECT NnaEr A miren | ORIGINATOR conTROLNO. | (& %,?-LD:TE

ROUTING — Use numbers to show order of routing v DISPOSITION INSTRUCTIONS

OPERATION CODE

X - ORIGINATING OR OFFICE

AFFIXING ROUTING SHEET

A - APPROPRIATE ACTION

(COMPLETED BY ACT!ON OR ROUTING OFFICER AS APPROPRIATE)

RECIPIENT MAY DESTROY (Destruction Report required)

REAURN TO HQ CLASSIFIED FILES FOR FURTHER ROUTING OR
TENTION AS APPROPRIATE

G - INFORMATION

RETENTION PERIOD ESTABLISHED BY ROUTING OFFICER AS:

H - RETURN TO

B - GUIDANCE | -INITIAL MONTHS ‘VL‘ INDEFINITE (Historical Value)
C - SIGNATURE 4 - DISPOSITION UNTIL SUPERSEDED e ___PERMANENTLY (Record Material)
D - COMMENT K - DECISION
E - RECOMMENDATION L - RETENTION UNTIL OVERTAKEN BY EVENTS AS DETERMINED ON ANNUAL REVIEW
F - CONCURRENCE O - {OTHER)
REQUEST ACTION OFFICER ADVISE RETENTION ABOVE:
SIGNATURE OF OFFIL ISHING‘DISPOS?L?‘\}\ SECﬁT /}/J 3
g R =
ATG. (?OPDRE ADDRESSEES DATE INITIAL }&" o U ~
IN ouT REMARKS: (Entries to be signed andfated. For lengthy com: hts attach separate page and indicate
COMMANDANT MG “Bucktag Comment Attached.” Do not assign separate Control Number to Bucktag Comments.)
MILITARY SECY TO CMC
ASSISTANT COMMANDANT  ACMC
EXEC ASST 70 ACMC
DIR SPEC PROJ sSPD
CHIEF OF STAFF CS
SECY OF GEN STAFF
DC/S FOR PLANS & OPS P
DIR PLANS DIV [\ PL .
A | omorsov " TP 7NN VN
v Mcce POC 7 ! ~
DC/S FOR MANPOWER M
DIR MANPOWER P & P MP
DIR PERS MGT MANPOWER MM
DIR PERS SERVS DIV MS
DIR TRNG & EDUC DIV MT
DC/SFOR | & L L
PLANS & POLICY BRANCH LPP
DC/S FOR REQR & PROG RP
DC/S FOR AVIATION AA
DC/SFORRD &S RD
FISCAL DIR FD
DtR OF MC RESERVE RES
INSPECTOR GENERAL 1G

DIR OF INFOSYSSPT & MGT ISM

DIR JUDGE ADVOCATE DIV JA

DIR OF INFORMATION PA
DIR OF HIST & MUSEUMS HD
DIR OF INTELLIGENCE INT
DiR OF TELECOMM TEL
DIR OF HQ SUPPORT HQS
LEGISLATIVE ASST OLA

COUNSEL FOR CMC CL

MEDICAL OFF USMC MED
DENTAL OFF USMC DEN
CHAPLAIN USMC REL
JOINT CONTROL

CLASSIFIED FILES HQSM-3

AJCC

AH/ERS

RETURN TO HQSM-3

UPON COMPLETION OF ROUTING

DO NOT DETACH—THIS FORM {S A PERMA-
NENT PART OF THE DOCUMENT TO WHICH
IT 1S ATTACHED.

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

£

// )

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

TEADQUARTERS v I
_ 1st Battaliem, Lth ia
3rd Marine Diviaion {-) (a in
FPO San Francisee 96602

Prowm: Commanding Officer
Tes Commanding General, III Marine Amphibicus Force

Recovery of the 55 MATAGUEZ, After Action Rapord

{z} III MAF CF0 301 {C)

Znel: {1} Recovery of the 38 MAYAGUEZ, After Action Revort

aceordance with enidance cohialned in re

: provided as the 88 MATAGUEZ recovery Ope
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18 May 75 {0820) WYAGUEZ determined clesr of all enemy peraonnel
and possible booby tranps.

15 May 73 (0822 National Znsien raised aboard S5 MATAGUEZ.

15 May 75 {0940 Preparations began to tow 38 MAYAGUEZ by USS WOLT.

15 May 75 {1030) 855 MAYAGUEZ erew located not on ¥oh Tang Tslsnd Wt
nearby aboard a Dambodian small boat.

o .

15 May 75 (1050} Towing undervay.

- 18 Mgy 75 (1100) 38 MAYAGUEZ oivilian ersw retuvned and webeardsd
S8 MAYAGUEZ.

““““ — 18 May 75 {1700} S8 MAYAGUBZ under own power in inbernationsl waters.
411 Marine persomnsl crozz decked o USS WILSOH,
another Americsn Destrover.

- 20 ¥ay 75 {1400} USS WILSON, with bearding teams aboard returns te

Subic Bay. Recerticn vrovided with the Commanding
General, 3rd Marine Division and ITI MAF in sttendance

EnSemy
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T4SE ORGANIZATICH

Task Orgsnization (13 May = 14 May 1975}

Command Group
Det, H&S Co, BLT 1/2

Ce D (=3{Rein}, BLT 1/4
Ce D (=
Det, USS DULUTH
Det BOD (USAF}
Det ITT (U8A)

Bet, USKS GREENVILLE VICTORY

Task Orpanizatic

=

2/114

ol

@ﬁg

.s./@
6 {tavi
135

n (14 May 39753 (Bcarding¥F@r@®§

mand Growp
Det, B&S Go, BLT 1/4

Co D (- ?(Bein} BLT 1/4
Co B (=)
Dat BN (USAF)
Det ITP (UsA)

Det, USNS GREENVILLE VICTORY
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CHAPTER IV XIS

OPERATIONAL SUMMARY esce
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OPERATTONAT, SUMMARY

1. Alert (0900 13 Mav 1975)

a. 1gt Battalion, 4th Marines deployed from CUkinmwa on 30 Mayal
1975, well ahead of the scheduled afloat deployment date of 7 May lﬁff
Involved in the ovacuation operation offshore ¢ oxtﬁ Vietnam the mattalion
returned to Subic Bay, Philippines and entered the Upper MiU ﬁa“ﬁ on
ig &pril 19759

b. Designa ted as a Battalion Landing Team cn 7 WMoy 1975, the b

wag involved in an intensive training program and was assisting in the
processing of Vietnamese evacuees through Grands Tsland, Fhilipwines.

c. Om 13 May 1975, at 0900, BLT 1/4 was alsrted to weeall all om
from ongeing fisld training and make immediste vrepsrations fer hmekload

(¥
aboard ship with subsequent commitment to an vAwﬁ ocifisd anphibvicus
mission.

Ehﬁgxwayfkission Assigned/%taqinﬁ l1600 13 May - 0930 14

a. While all BLT 1/4 forces were being recovered from £1s1d training, o
the BLT C.0. and 5-3 were directed to report to 2 te Wy@f&f?g e s)ateyh
Qih M4B and 3ist MAU command post ashore in Subic

reating indieated that the BLT's missieon could i V@Wv@ an ar
sssault on Koh Tang Island, offshore sovthern Cambodia.

b, By 1400, 13 May 1975, all RLT 1/4 forces had been assembl
provarations were underway to backleoad the BLT aboard the USS 0K
DUIUTH, U8S MOUNT VERNON, and the USS BARBOUR COTNTY,

ce At 1800, 13 May 1975, the BLT C.0. and 8=3 wers again surmeoned,
s 4ime to the COMIAVBASE Subie Operational Control {OPCON} Center
. situational update and a possible change in mission.

&, By 1930, 13 May 1975, based upon various phene calls betwesn

iatlves of 31st MAU, 9th MAB staffs and ITI MAF, FMFTac and th
on Command Sentery,it was learned that Cambodian Iinsurgenta had
ﬂdofv“@a a U5, merchany ship on the high seas, the 55 MATAGUEZ, and
were holding it in the vicinity of Koh Tang Island.

e. A% 2040, 13 May 1975, BLT 1/ was verbslly tasked ts provide
a 120-mazn force WQJoh would be prepared to fly te U=Tapas, Thailand with
possible wission of recapturing the S5 MATAGUEZ., At the same time
lange of the BLT would complete its backlcad with all possible
s each ship to depart individually when loaded, with a BLT misad
erping Koh Tang Island by amphibious assault,

&
2 W @

e,

L=~, s, —

UN@MSSE@
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eﬁfsfﬁ“:ygyeé hours from the Cubi Point Air Faeility.

i

h

Y

fo With information available / at that point, an immediate effe
wag made by the RLT S=4 to put tog.ther a special Basic Allowance (BA)
of ammunition for the 120wman forece, to imclude riot sombrel agents.

¥

. B Company I was alerbed to provide the force and ths 120 men =e
ed-pergan immediate preparations in anticipation of being airlifbed w

T he Ab 2240, 13 May 1975, a definitive mission was assigned to BLT
1/4 = recapture the S5 MAYAGUEZ,

1. By 2345, 13 May 1975, the 120-man foree with iis vreguired B2
of ammmition had been assembled at Cubi Point, The Parce eonsisted of
two Marine rifls platoons, a rifle company headguarters,
aammand grour , siz MIC welunteers and cne intsllig

j» A% 0030, 14 May 1975, the 120-man foree embarked aboard a USLF
G=141 and departed for U-Tapao, Thailand, the designated base of opswratll
for the planned opsration.

5 = 2130, 14 May 1975)

a. At G445, 14 May 1975, the 120-man force arrived 2t U=Tapac.
Thaiiend and was met bv membars of the TG staff, ot

s be An immediate staff meeting was called by the USAAG staff, which
began at 0500, 14 Mey 1975, to determine the best course of action to
recavbure the ship.

¢s By 0600, 14 May 1975, an acceptable plan of operation had been
determined. The plan devised, utilizing a combinaticn of conventional
combet in a buili-up area and raid tactics, called for the. 38 MAYAGUEZ
te first be prepared with tear gas from twe USAF A-7'z, This would bs
follewed by the boarding of the ship by the 120-man foree uwtilizing aix

USAF CH=53 helicopters.

o .
do A% 0630, 14 May 1975, the 120-man bearding force was briefed
regarding the full details of. the operation, organized irte six distinet

boarding teams (one per helicopter), and all required ammnition was
distributed. Tntelligence was very limited, consisting of only thres
serial photographs of the 85 MAYAGUEZ and sketchy infermetion sboub the
ship's configuraiicn, as provided by the civilian geamen.

e TFrom 0900 to 1200, 14 May 1975, the six designated hoardihs
teams reheersed their individual assigmments. To facilitate this, the
ship's schematic was drawvn out on a parking lot.

£, At 1200, 14 May 1975, the boarding teams were suddenly slerted,
assenbied and placed aboard USAF CH=53 heliceplers in anticipaticn of
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executing the missicn,

g. The helicopters were not launched and at 1415, 14 May 1975, the
boarding teams wers offloaded and billeted in an adjacent gymasium,

Be  Informed at 1500, 14 May 1975, that the mission wemld not be
gxzeuted that afternoon becange of a lack of daylight but wevld go the
following morning, the boarding teams continued te rehearse whieh inelud-
ed the eross training of teams.

i. At 1630, 1/ May 1975, elements of 2nd Battelion, 9th Marines
from Ckinawa, began arriving at U-Tapas. Follewing the arrival of the
2nd Batbalicn, a meeting was held between USAAG perscmnel, 2nd Battelion,
Oth Marines, and BLT 1/, representatives. At this time it was learned
that 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines desired to zssume the twe identified
missicrs, the assault of Koh Tang Island and the recarture of the 38
MAYAGUEZ., By 2000, 14 Yay 1975, the decision was mads by USALG that
the 2nd Battslion, 9th Marines would eonducet the assavdt on Koh Tang
Tglard while the detachment from DIT 1/4 would recarvture the 88 MAYAGUEZ,

Due to a eritical shortage of USAF CH=53 helieopters plus the cyele time

raquired to land euccessive waves of 2/9 en Koh Tang Island and the
importence of a rapid buildup ashore it was determined that only three
of the helicopters could be alloted to the SS MAYAGTEZ boarding teams.

jo A%t 2100, 14 May 1975, the boarding teams were reduced to thrae
teams with a total stremgth of 5%.

k. At 2130, 14 Vay 197%, another change in plans oceurred when it
was learned by USAAG that the USS HOLT, an Ameriesn destroyer, ®Was in
the ares. It was decided that rather than board the ship from hovering
helicopters, ‘the three boarding teams would board the USS HOLT f?@m
helicopter, fthen use the USS HOLT as a boarding platforn from which 5
senduet the boarding operation onte the 585 MATAGUEZ.

4. Exseution (0200 - 0822, 15 May 1975)

a. A% 0200, 15 May 1975, the three boarding teams werse alerted to
stand by for execution of the plan,

ve At 0400, 15 May 1975, the 59-man Boarding team embarked shoard
three USAF GHe53 helicopters, and at 0415 1lifted off from U=Tapes, Tha i
Jand.

e, &b 0618, 15 May 1975, the thres boarding teams arrived over the
USS BOLT. Shortly thereafter, the troops disembarked from the helicopters
ente the USS HOLT with the helicopters being foreed to hover over the

bebbing deck during disemberkation. By GéLSQ@QOTdin§%i@m had heen effected

between the boarding parbies and the Captain and cvew of the Tas BOLY.
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The coneept of operations to be used waz ¢learly wndersieocd by all con-
sernede

do. At 0630, 15 May 1975, the USS HOLT closed on the 53 MAYAGUEZ,
which wag dead in the waler. Six men could be cbserved abosrd the 238

were militayry or .sivilian,

‘ 8. When the boarding tesms estimated that they were approximately
ten minutes away from the $S MAYAGUEZ, at 0718, 18 May 1975, a pre=
planned, en-eall, air delivery of tear gas was conducted by USAF 4=7's
which completely covered the ship, thus prepering the ship for boarding.

£. AL 0728, 15 May 1975, the USS HOLT and the 88 MATAGUEZ touched
and the command "Marines over the side” was given. While the ships wevs
being bastily secured, the first boarding team jumped across onte ths
S5 MAYAGUEZ and begen the search of the ship. Wearing gas masks throughe
cut the searech all teams were employed and complsted the Sea‘f’?h of the
ship by 0820. At that time the S8 MAYAGUEZ wag congidersd to be elsar
of all ensmy perscnnel an&/@r booby braps. Al thal same tims six men
were cbserved in & small moter bouk, at some distance, in the wieinity

of Koh Tang Islznd. I{ iz ssoumed that these awve the same siy whe were e
sbserved aboard the 88 MATAGURZ sariier. “ee” o
g. At preeissly 0822, 15 Mav 1975, the Haticnal Insign was raised ' :“"!
aboard the 85 MAYAGUEZ, thus signifving “he return ef the ghip te U.Z. vee
eontrol. et
8, Aftermsth (0940, 18 May 1975 = 1600, 20 May 1975} , .o
a. By 0940, 15 May 1975, with the S5 MAVAGUEZ secure, preparatiosns RALLN
begen for the USS HOLT 4o tww the 35S MAYAGUEZ inte internalticmal wabers. AR ¢
b A% 1030, 15 May 1975, it was lssrned that the 53 MAYACYEZ evew st 0

kad besn located, that they were not on Koh Tang Tsland but aboard
Canbodian emrll boat nearby. It was also learved that the sraw had besn
released unharmed by the Cambodians.

@

s, By 1100, 15 Mgy 1975, the releasced crew was z2afely besk abeard
the S5 MAYAGUEZ.
ds By 1900, 15 May 1975, the 58 MAYAGUEZ was moving under its own
power and steaming into intermabtional waters. 4% that time,all U.S,
Marine personnel Were crogs decked to the USS WILSON, ancther American
“degtroyey that had arrived in the aves.

.S!?
L

5

2. With the 38 MATAGUEZ varovery operaticn suscessfully cencluded
the SS MAYAGUEY contimmed on its sriginel ecurse toward Sattahin, Thad~
lapd, while the U.83. Marine bverding party aboard the U33 WILSCH steamsd
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toward Subie Bey, Fhilippines. At 1600, 20 Yay 1975, the USS WILSON
arrived at Suble Bay, Philippines and was mel by a receptlien pavity heade
ed by the Commanding Gensral of the 3xd Merins Divisicn and Third Marine
Amph$bi@u% Foree., The @ffi@a“ of the bearding teams af ubiﬂ Bay follow-
ed by their inbtegration back inte Batlalion Lands Fenn L/L terminated
the 85 MAYARUEZ recovery operation,

Ji‘ NS

S
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who perht
1 Wrdtdon

rh1 ch nad been 1 ¢ ’é« t sea by Caw"boo.ian L:(’:i"ﬁ“ﬁﬁlst for
ial details were m.eucu,, and s2ecific only in that g 12&.
supresed to fiy to w--mao, Tnailond later on the evening of
foree was de igﬁvteu to come from Delta Company and was A,w

ve from Cubl Peint at 2400.. The oris

me =b about 2000, Li0ol HESTER and Major SHATVER
: r‘e‘turne% Lrom n meeting later that evening and ﬁe&rﬂ

{Bn. Bxecutive Officer), myself and two radio mamt@
e go o an austers command wroup for the foree. . -

ih 2400 on the 13th the f
- an Adr Force C=141 along with a Bﬁ of am@e
was joined by. six Navy enlisted men from the VES
1teers, and a Cambodian.intelligenece offiecsy

ply various experﬁse in petiing the MAYLW '
bneh repovered.  The mte"'i.lge‘ﬁce spacia LLSJB Had 14 i

o, the wpresent location of the MAYAGTEZ. The £1% ghi was wn .
W the eXception that the C=141 was crowvded to mawinaum capn ¢ e,
be mulk of the forece sleeping on top of ons another. A;@j{‘ro_ 1 vels
4 = 5 hours after departure,the C-141 landed In U-Tapao, Thailand. *

Upon arvival the force was greeted by Air Foree personnel and, aftsr
niroductory coments, was taken to the mess lﬂall., The tyroops en
mens har | bepan to eat, only to be teld 1HEL thers was no time s
‘ mission would be launched by hels ( ir Tores H«53) very soon. °*°°
Ms jor FORTER and Captain WOOD.to ths bpaﬂqhqfuwﬂg vhers we e o
sketchy brief which deseribed: the Iecab’uaﬂ of the ? GUEZ o Tes”
*hal reconnaissance planes had been fired upen by the fame -

rd Lo 88-MAYAGUEZ. Some aerial choto

- us an jdea @3 to the specifics of the

graphs vere avalls
ES
el ;a_;:"a

JFaced with limited time planning began immedidtelys The first

Y

1 symption was that the helicopters with the boarding force had to land
“ on {he containers on the MAYAGUEZ as no suitabls location existed:
Our’ plann:.ng relied heavily on experiences gained. on evacvation opsrations

off the coast of Vietnam. Speeifieally, we debermined that the u%ﬁ;@;
v 5 gbhe critical feature of the ship and thaf it would have to be contrsi= -
zd prior te taking the rest of the ship. Follmr ing this ths supersiruc—

'bu“e would have to be c'ieared,eventuaﬂy ending with a clearing cﬂ“wqi‘ Lon

to the engine room. The basie concept used vwas to seize the criticel
fsature (the bridge) and then work from the top down, Our wlanning
congidered eplitting the foree into six heliteams with the fcllowing
missionss Jst heliteam: seize the bridge; 2nd heliteam: clear the
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M

ollowing the ?w”mr@hWWW“

nasium. Juring thic p er-od of tJ“;anﬂ talion, Yth Ma
iy at U=Tapac., I talked with sever @r* om I kmew the batb

znd learped of their possible 1nvolve nt on Eoh T"ng Island. I wzs con-
cerped aboul thelr training status as tf%y had really only recently begun

2

their predeployment training,

Delta Company then prepared for the next day at the gymnasium by
resting, esting evening meal, and making final checks on personnel and
equipment. Mejor FCRTER went back tc an evening confersnce. When he
returned, the plan changed. Apparently the scope had besn broadened to
include 2nd Batialion, 9th Marines invelvement om Keh Tang Island. 4

avy destroyer in the area was going ic support cne operation and we
were told to reduce our foree to three heliteams vice six. There wag
a propesal to rappell frox the Air Force helicopters to z destreoysr for
further transfer to the MAYAGUZZ as it was felt that the container counld
not support the weight o* the helicopiters. Frankly, the propozal to
rappell Marines laden with gear to a bobbing destroyer deck scunded
absurde

The reduction of the force resulted in the Marine coniinzent being o see
reduced tc 59 personnel. ﬁdaltlonally, 6 M5C personnel from the CREZN- e, ,* @
VILLE VICTORY, 2 iir Force E(0D specialists and one idrmy translstor veese
{Cambodian) were to go. This reduction was very disheartening for the :
members of Delia Company not selected beczuse the motivation, prar’watiwm
and aggregsiveness of the entire force was resdily apparent. In nmy

opinicon those who did nct go vere equally as carabls as those whe lais
executed the mission and I would commend their basie acceptance of the
loss of the mission as professionzls = taker with no compliinits. Th
change of plans necessitated a late nlg‘t planning session, for all
teams were restructured, ordnance and ammuniticn redistributed, and p
sonnel reosters updated. I should comment here thot wk&le all embark
rosters were a constant prob’em due to changes, additicns, or delgticn
the ¢or e made a conscienticus effort to keep rosters of all perscune l
involved current. Personnel accountability was stressed at every
occasion.

In addition tc the planning involved in restructuring heliteans,
gach individuval heliteam now reviewed its mission in light of the
changes. The breakdown of missions now looked like this: first heli-

tesm = secure the bridge; second helitsam = securs superstructure move
tc bridge and work down; third heliteam = swing team rezd y to support
other missions as well as tc bring suppert personnel Zor clearing and
starting the MAYAGUEZ% It should be mentiocred that the assignment of
new missions was not really that crucial as earlier in the day all
Marines were familiarized with every aspect of the boarding operaiion.

The force then bedded down late the evening of the 1l4th. Majer
FPORTER went to a final meeting early the merning ef the 15th.
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When he returned about 0230 he brought back finalized 1ﬁstrueﬂ1@nhs
We would land on the USS EOLT (DE 107;) for further transfer to the-
[ATAGUEZ - how had not yet been determined. We understood that ths-
chopperg would have to hover over the HOLT and we would probably hwmve
tq jump a short distance to the deek to aveid placing the intipe weisht
of the helisopier on the destroyers Recsiving the final word from’
Majer PORTER, we boarded buses for the airfield. Prior to lezving,
a last minute head cormt was accomplished with final updates teo hsli-
team embark rosters. :

We reached the airfield some time after G300 and immediztely
procesdod to our specific helicopters T was heliteam leader for the
segond team und T briefed the helieopter pilet on our mission - im
turn recsiving from him Instruetions sz to how lo load the chermer:
Additien a1lf our helo took cargo nets for employment on the MATAGURZ.,
We were discussing the launch time and both agreed that this weuld
no deubt be like the previous NEMVAC operations "Bagle Pull™ and
“Freguent Yind”? with multiple alert/standdewm drills for helicorters
and embarked heliteams. No sooner had this observation been mede
than a flight line vehicle gave us the signal to launch. Some few
mgputes alter 0400 on 15 May 1975 we were airborne headed for the
MAYAGURZ.

The S‘Z.iwnﬁ was arg errie trip launched into darkness and was cfu:#“
save the ftest firing of the helicopter's minigunss Around 060 00
there, eireling the USS HOLT awaiting landing. We were the =ec
ofn

- land and this took some time as the first helicoplter aUFa?éﬁula
Aiffioud b

'Y

in euerm1n1ng the best means of landing: However, ouy
s smooth aﬁa though the Marines hzd to jump to the u@ek the
) all cases. After I got off the helicernt
raciate the problem faeced by the pilet in landing cvo

s
O

»

ing his ﬁgto* over the edge, and hevering ever so glis
Tw retrospect the pilet did = superlative bit of alye

? the force had arrived abeoard the HOLE,@U? ﬁex% probhlem

WS }\mr to get aboard the 38 VAYAGUEZ - thers was 1w Sasy answer,
Finally 1% v determined +t+~* the best was - really the only way

wag to pull The HOLT along eide and board. There was a gqueetion of
Wuﬂﬂdt;bili»i - it arreared tnat the MAYAGUEZ would be higher out of

the water than the HOLT - thus making it mancatory to board using the
Jacob's ladder on the VAYAGUEZ - a very risky operation. However, the
scheme of suver was get and we hoped for fhe best.

¥

% In or
worksit is
arviveds Grce
large in the 4

this period of time in the prepsr emotional) Fralso-
to expand the clrcumstances sxisting when we

board the HOLT we could see the MAYAGUEZ - WFOETlB

e 0ff the island of Xoh Tange On Keh Tan

we could gee sm billewing from the beach and at thiz tim ’e
that at least one helicopter had been shot dovre O e(mt Lens
mt a high psak beosvse it was obv1ous after & peried of fes 11nﬁ

zvn(\‘,

%

oy
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vtlnv a Vombat

is time the HOLT began iits run on the MATAGUWT,
chine guns of our Porcesin conjunciion with theose of
he uppew decks Other Marine sonnel were stage’

: 37
sz to be prepared for boarding. Ny teanm vas amiFﬁhipﬁ

L...n
».)

IS

"

ard Pellowing Gaptain WOOD's teams As

jor PORTER had the Army interpreter, =z S, used s Lo
sonker system to broadeast te any Carboelaas on the VAYAHEZ +e giv
tge 1t was reported that there were six Cambodians aboawrd as we appros

ng e appeal of the interpreter to give u

lO@)Wab called in - ti?ed tm sTehatse 1mmec

ai,ch ! qtra f“mg Tun W T
a6l w1tL tear pas bomblque It was prec
MAYAGUEE Jisappeared in g cl eua of gas
7 of this bombing run ¢ 1 § ]
oneration gn the MAYAGH: v found
on the exposed surface of the MaYAGUEZ., TIn af
411 persistent in some poorly ventilsted port
t the MAYAG smzj?t 1930 - some tuelve hours

alon: gide “he :
the HUwe = no hesitatsd
ongsideb Wi*b +%m

The bogrding wa not a smoo

on board the HOLT nnd the gas
cot on the MA VAGT 74the two
got thenm - ther the bosrding
,Les afﬁer tie final seeuring of
the 1imited visibilitye. Perscens
ed stepping dovn or tripred
OfﬂwﬂﬂihﬁmeHQMZI Z
then e the Si”e of the thp

elv come along ¢
probectl ion)e

4 group from wy

ne roeom ag fast as o

R [_UﬂN@[L&S

i
&n
2

uw)(f
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: 1ﬁiexn@ sure to Kob fan? Iwﬁaﬂ& and so I
sectrity on the exposed rortion of the ship.
from Kobh Tang,however.,

At about 0815 or so the ship in my judgement was secure although
searching and EOD operations were contimwing, T received a naticral
epsign to be raised on the fantail cencurrent with a flag amidship
Qeaehlng the fantail; my coler detail, consisting of Sergeant ?ONSTQ““g

HN TAYER and mrself;unfblded the flag, fixed a rusty snap link en the
.a&@ﬁ@je and rgised the American colors at the sams time as the flag
anidship. Shogﬁly thereafter the ship was offlelally declared secure.

>

Following thisga general search of the ship was conduched, cone
tainers looked at, and all possible hiding places gone overs The

GCambedians appeared to have dene 1little te damage the ship although-

there were many areas When they could have done considerable damage

had they chossn. There was much evidence of their having been there- oot
narticularly in the bridge area: I personally cbserved a pobt of eocked ‘eou® o
rice whieh hadgbeen abandoned and 3aw spent cartridees from AK=L7 Lo
rifies lying all over the upper decks of the ships However, no weapsne =, ,.°

or equipnment were found.

o
§'Dn:zrfmg the search operation we were observing heavy action on ¥ob

Tang Island. We couid oV see one beach where various Cambodian gun= ;' E.E
beats were loa- - “heoanma beach were two downed Air TForee heli- ¢ o
copbers = one uyy ST BT 1ck hulk and the other veasonably intact W,
with the tail awctlon anparmptly ghot off. During this time I saw ‘ense’
third Air Force chopper leaving the beach with a big ball of flame e .
- its tail. The fire went out and the helicoptsr flew off out do L.

= under its oun powver.

Back on the MAYAGUEZ we now directed our efforts at gstiing the
started. ;The ﬁs%‘personnel came over from the HOLT anl began
v initial éffeorts.

4

&
Msrines beeame involved in numerous tasks to include 1ine handling,
=ing up the ship (removing expended gas pililets over the ship),
sndling equipments Soon after the MSC perscnnel came aboard ﬁ%
GUBZ there was a request for pgrsonnel to be prepared to go ashore
@h Tang Island. Captain WOOD and a force numbering 40 went back
4 the HOLT prep@@g& to go asheres Major PORTER and myself remained
1 +he MAYAGUEZ. We were concerned about the completion of sur .
' = not énly seizure of the MAYAGUEZ but also seeuring her = whiech
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. . - ks ‘E . ’h )
would be accomplished once the ship waes in internstional waters. OGO
23 requested Marines-aboard and we rzmained.

After some initisl difficulty, the MATAGUEZ was able to be pubt in
tow behind the HOLT. The anchor chain was cub and the MAYAGUHEZ bﬁ?ﬁn e
‘move around noon. Shortly after this operation had commenced,a 3%
boat appeared waving a white fiage I had not been aware of the ¥
erev release and initislly I had Mar®-oe prepared to watech the £
boat. However, the boat came alongside nd the originsal crew aub

They wers extramely relieved to see us and expressed their grati '
Most appeared to be fatigued and somewhat shaken, but nearly svervons
wag reasenably healthy. Some had received shrapnel wounds frem 4%v
Feree Jjets who had gtrafed them with gas while they were on a fane

bodian gunbeat. Ones they came aboard the power plant began to fonce

tion quickly. They cermented that 1ittle had been done to damage
ship except that it appearsd that monsy had been taken from tha €
safe. The erev in ecenversation revesled several things aboubt +
experienee: they wers treated fairly well, they had besn made to
~sign documents admitiing certain things, they had been 017 W thad
captors that the Americans were bombing and causing many Sumbor
c%ﬁual‘blesw The crew in general was ovefwheimed by the response of

services (Marine Corps, ! avy and Air Force) in their behalf, They Wl
had antieipated that their fate was to be similar to that of the crsw *..t

Ofthe USS PUEBLOD. @ sses

The t@winggoperaﬁicn ceased around 1700 vhen the MAYAGITE” got vn
te full steam and the FIOLT received word to proceed immediatelr back
to Koh Tang Island. We remained aboard the MAYAGUEZ eating dinmer

tipre. At approximatley 1930san Army tugboat (LT-536) arrived from .t
. Sattahip, Thailand. oo
, - We proceeded to had down on the Army tug where we were treated
extremely well despité: their limited facilitiess We remained nbcwvd .
uptil 0230 on 16 May when we transferred back aboard the USS HOLT: .

The entirs Delta Company force involved in the boardine operation was
now reconstituied. The HOLT remained in the vwicinity of Koh Tang
Tgéand during the 1Ath.  That sftermoon it was dirseted to head te
Guam and thie . . ogoed.ur transfer to the USS WILSON (DDG e
The transfer was aenonnijshpﬁ at night with Marines .carrying full
equipment using motcngmnale boatss Tt was a hazardous transfer and
yet aceomplished without incident,
B
Aboard the USs WILSON the gitvation again changed and the fores

was direebed along with tha WILSON and the HOLT to remain in the szen
t@i;uﬁk:up survivors from the Koh Tang eperatien. The next day,i7
Mdy was uwneventful but preparations were made to support a planned

i operabion on %eh Tangs It was anbicipated that Marines in moter
wha boats frem the WITSON misht be used o provide suppert for %
STAL tesm 1nve§tlvao ing the wreckage of the helicopbters or that Marinss

>

s
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3 sl

s

vt he used as a rescue forees. These contingencies were agzain plarmad
for.  Boat teams were designated, briefed and ready to go early the movne
ing «f 12 May, Prior %o involvement; however, s message was recelived
eaneelling this operation and directing the foree to Subie Bay, R.Ps

We arrived in Subie Bay without ineident on 20 May 1975,

fo

. 0 rolre spect the operation was unique and nemorable *te have been
part of. L persconally learned several lessons: a real appreciatiosn
for the use of viot control agents, the value of a simnle plan of
exroution, and the importance of aggressivensss. The entire operatien
wag For we a positive acecomplishments Marines and sailorz worked ex-
tromely well together. The professionalism of all wiits Delta Cowpany
worked with was readily apparent. Most impressive to me, however, wers
the 1pdividoal bariness asgressive, professional; and enthusisstics
“orta were culbgbtanding. As a final note it was a pleasure to
nowe beon vert of an operation which was a eredit to the Marine Covns
ar well as the United States.

&

7
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ﬁbf@i*ﬁ ,e?y 2000, 1 ”'w 3“75
nforced platoons ready to movs oul, plvf a cewau?
: to total ne mors than 120 wen., Tk

t at rrﬂﬁl‘O‘{wxu"; elr 1"1“}3 en 13 M ay wi L‘,Tf',.
the area of the vpper MAT Sampe To oo

-

il to Cubi Point Gymnaszium and on te 0
A1 =@ 5 of "D 1/4 were mustered at approximately
position announced. T chose o take the 2nd Platoon of Senci
Beo e WHITESTDES and the 3rd Platoon of Ssacrd Lisvivant [ £

The platoons vere reinforced with machine gun squads én& by ?ng-th@
Gempany was raady for deployment. The troops were ingtructed to take
5 daysfchow and a field transnort pack minus the blanket r@il.

At apnroxima*c] 2240, T was given a detalled brlef by LLeutenan%‘
Golonel HESTER ana wag informed that my missien was to seizme the 85
MAYAGUEZ off of Koh Tang Island, Cambedias. At this time, Major PORTER -
and Gaptain FELTNER were selecteﬂ as the headquarters element for the
operatlono '

A final equipment and persommel inspection was held at e“ﬂwox1ma%@1y
- 2300 and embarkstion rosters were pvhysically checked 5 fnsurs full
pergonnel aceountabllltye

By 2330 the company was loaded eonte transnortatTOﬁ and made the
short trip to the Cubi Point Air Stations Here we were met by Ade-
Force Liaison Persernel who had arranged our transpertation to U-T‘anaeS
Thailand. Additionally, at the Air Strip, we joined & MSGC personmel
and 6 sailors vhose mission it was to begin the operation of the SS
MAYAGUEZ once it had been cleared and secureda

Our B wof ammunltlon, an extremely compietes BA was dellvered G
the strip at approximately 0030. The troops and ammo were eXpeditiously
loaded anc a =141, Starlifter tock off for U-Tapao at approximately
0115, 14 May. While airborne, Major PORTER, Captain FELTNER, and myssif
made some initlal plans based on +he information we had reeewved and
ndd itionally drew up a number of EEI'S 'hat we felt were easential to -

the planning-and execution of our mission. The 0=141 was nessssarily-
sher erowded, but the troops still managed to get s goad Jeal of
>ap on the trlpo
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At aporoximat elr 0445, local time, we landed at U=Tapao, whers wa
were met by Alr Foree transportation and taken to an Alr Force dining
facility'for hreakfast. In the nidst of being served; an Alr Foree

Colonel, Colouel JOCHA, arrived and informed us that we had an fmmediste
brief and shovld be ready to board hellcopters for the M&Y&GWLZ Ty @c_@

@

T ,

ha broons, :Fuch to thelr chagrin, wers mustered out of the megs b
and Major POQTER, Czptain FELTNER and myself attended an operation by
Tn the courfpe of the brief we were given pictures of the SS MAYAGUEZ

Lo

5 and in*crmad that we had é Alr Force CH-53's for our use in the operation

Cur plans were drawn accordingly, to land or hover abeve the carge
ecni in ersﬂpn the deck of the MAYAGUEZ and dehark treopss Bach heli-
cﬁpﬁe: team was given a specific mission. The first bird: un&er~mv

_Me

ommand was to*land fore and the troops were to assault and se z2 the
¢%dge. The second ‘helo team was to clear the surerstructure aud work
ts way to the englne room and so on the plan went with eseh bteam -being
signed a ertain mission.

In the crursesf the brief we discovered ovr depart ure‘time Was
changed to "possibly" 0930. Tmmediately after the brief we joined
the company at the U=Tapac gym when Gunuery Sergeant BONKOWSKEI was
iasuing chow and ammmitions Finally by 0830 ve prepared heliteams- .

L X X
nd heliteam rosters and began rehearsing and briefing the plan to aill ',,: E
bire troops. In the nmidst of our preparation Wwe were informed the vesa
cnegation had been postponed. Chow was served to usg at the gym, and
£4nally at approximately 1215 on 14 May we were instructed te move to e
the air gtrip and muster near oul assign:d hele. Bach tesm had bsen ._;.°'
rreviously “ssigned a helo by tail nwmoes. ' : .

(413

Tha peve to the shrin was completed by approximat
oxirately 1415, we were informed that the assault 1Rq

> the days Once again we moved to the U=Tapac gym and vemsined ®aese
hepe for the night, constantly rehearsing and preparing. «
. [ X ] L}
L 2 ] L]
N M&js? FORIER attended a brief at 18C0 and informed us that we oot
ould plan to launch the next morning at approximtely 0400, Reveille
held at 0200, the heliteams mustered, etew The Major atiended 7

nother brief when we first learned we we“e to be flown in 3 birds boe

the USS HOLT, a B, for the boarding of the uﬁvﬁGUEZ¢ Due te helo
113ty our strength was cut to 57 Hari neo, 2 Wavy Corpsmen, 2

ree BOD +vpus, 1 Arwy translator and 6 7 uypesv

soheduled, e launched at 0410 and SET bowiding e m}
ately 0605 and the transfer was comvlete by 0625, Arriv1né
LT, boarding plans were eocordinated with the .ship's,
ns a<sﬁgned, ebtes By 0718 we were within 1500
: Ya jor PORTER ordered a 0S5 air strike on %@e A,
3erfec+ rung on the ghip, forging 3% in g al@aﬁ af RG
724 the two ships wePe alongside, Cor voral COXER of the .
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X il '
: I il

3pd Platoon, 2né Sguad crosse’, "ollowed by myselfs The iwo ships
drified :Wart and ue“”cval COKER and T began to take meoring limes
3t we moored fore, then aft, the sntire evolution
Following the mooring, the remainder of ¢
¢ 18% team covered the embarkation ares,
; g, the Fvd tzanw to the engine vroonm.
been informed that 6 enemy troops were on

£¥

Lo ]
rding ﬁawtw crossad.
2n ;

The aH%n was thoe
4cpree of dl??1¢U1 Ly Lﬁﬁﬁﬁ&ui
ma~*= in stifling heats Bk +h

e s A

ohlv

A Y

&
b

,s s,.ﬁ WA

-

1t was devised as a raid in z builit-up area and
» by intent, worked well, The resl key to t
2, or to other similar operationst suesess is rapid,
As to my troops, they acted beldly and without
tad as the exemplary Marines they are.

A

V\g ve found t he sth d@qert@o with only

B AR

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

%
R

.DEBRIEF CF SECOND LIBUTENANT JCE FTLORES, Ji  USMO
; v .
Wo1lcwgﬂg is the debrief taken from one of

in the MAYAGUEZ COveration. It is a comblnation of hi
zad pgn interview conducted on 23 May 1275,

l, o

Cn the afterncon of 13 May 10;9, T was informed
wolD, GO, Delta Conmany that there would be no 3

1 to ensure ﬁha‘ all my personnel wers sccounted
DEPT to take s detail to the Cubi PAS ﬁﬁuﬁﬁ
wq?etoall' e 00 gave his permission.

At avvroximately 2030, Captain WOID ran inte the
re that I uas to take everyone to the MAU Camp {a on

£o.8

to
run), have them prepare a field tr

ansport pasi, and o
to go at 2200, He said the only imfo he had wag that
t was needed, o then selzcied oup per ”O“Re1 and *wsufﬁ” ot e
At 2240 we had 2 brief with Lis ant Celens *ee® o

2

s abstBa, AtbMazs Informed u:weVﬁ>“ibeTewr
3 ab 0030, our destination: U=Tapao, Thailand, cuvr
'AGUmZo Enguring we had the propsr pefsenﬁﬁl and
at approximately 0020 on 2 C-141l. Ye a*’*ri.ver?
the morning and Vere taken to a chow hal t

A

- flight e, |
several hours we
zht line and taken %

ziven cots to sleep on and told to geb as m

Revellls was He’d at®0200, v
ined; and at 0410 we lifted off
B. BOLT, a Wavy oeutfoyer.
1 towards the SS MAYAGUEZ, »ulled alongside
it.  Prlor to boarding the ship had bheen ga

asks were utilized during the search and alem

- .
Y ¥ P
Longer

4 vomplete search of the vessel reve aleé that there w
Gambodians on board. Bowls of rice were found in the
ras in fairly good order, Wwith only a few rooms and the

type of disorder.

@

4

Phe

flag was raised after securing the ship and we we
rred to the USS HOLT, leaviwe a 15-man gect ¥ o b
the command group 6n board the ‘MAYAGUEZ to conplete the mlsalewe

The mission had been accomplished aqgres ively and expeﬁitiously@

2d we were now placed on a standby status to assist on the Foh Tang
31am d expedition.

LRSS

e

iy S A

Rt
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7 STATT SERGEANT G, B, HAGHH,

- Following is the debrief taken from one of the ¥ Whe parhicing
rations It is a combination of - written statew

in the MAYAGUEZ C o
ment and an intervi

p:ox:m m'ly 1600, 13 May 1975, "D" Company, 1lstPn, AthMar, was
nefilo T sfanaby, reason not explained. A1l a@fsurnel net
area were ealled tack at onee. ILater on that werming,
wndérs and Flatoon Sergeants of "D Compeny wers ‘given
on what may be expected of us. At approximately 2100 that evens
Platoon and some attachments from the lst, 2Znd, and YWeapeons -
vere told to pack up and be ready to WO?C ot by‘QBBQG At 2930,
boai .ed buseg, drove te Cubi Point Airport, boarded o C=14Y transport
L0020, ths plane with us aboard flew off towards cur de(*%ra%ﬁmis
ailand, We arrived s% 0500, 14 May 1975, We moved to the

5 i grema ined trevquhh0_ cpproximately 1410. At this 44 ;'
gyrpasium wher< .. spent the evening. At D200, 15 M
L oon our gear and re ed to the [llf t 1
31s and £lew ovt to T y b

the 88

J—‘?, A
[VESLE I

AL 0822, 1 Gn
to the U35 | and comences’ .
Later, when the Y VAGURT was o .
% rned off shore”tcﬁah Tang Tsland
in thelr operations. OVsyall
Jonally, It qu well planned
A
.
&
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DEBRTEF OF STAGEANT WILLIAM J, OWENS, VISMC

Following is the debrief taken from one of the Marines whe na%*icipaﬁgﬁ
in the MAYAGUEZ Operation. It is a combination of his oun wrltt@fj dat
ment and an intervisw conducted on 23 May 1975.

On 13 May at about 1600 Company "D, 1stBn, 4thMar was told hy Gayp
WoOR that the Comﬁany was-on standby, lauer that day 3rd Platoon was %@
they would be leaving ab about 2300, 13 May, I was assigned 3rd Sauad
Leader of L?w 3¢d Flatoon. We left at 0030,14 May, about 0500 we gat 4o
Thailand, whers we would, on the 15th of May, go on helo {CH-53) to the
MATAL VJJ to return 1t t0 the U.S. and to free the ship from the Cawbed

xt as planned. On the way, we had(to change teo the U8g
vhich we would board the 35 MAYAGUEZ, A% that time my gz
mizglon was tc 7o in the area of tﬂ? engine rcom, clearing it of any

01"

verggnnel, As I Jaﬁt to the engine roon there was no lisht te ses with,
T went down three decks to the engine room clearing eaeh as my squad’ .’
folloved me down. After clealmng all decks we went to the pert side = °*,
of the ship. I assigned positions to the men of my squad, along the - e
port side. About 1100, 15 Vay;we went back to the HOLT to returnm %@ .
Subie, Pole 52 HAY&;UEZ would be towed by the USS HOLT until her eng
were fired up. On 20 Moy we returned to Subic, P.T. .o
% .
= ..
- -
.
.
L]
.
LX)
*
L]

fod
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AP OF STERGEANT R, RAMIRSZ UsSkp

£ taken from one of the Marines whe papt

ion. It is @ combinatien of his own wy
»ﬂié” conducted on 23 May 1 75

j

n the 13th of May, approximately 1600 hours, "D' ¢ Company 1/? WA
n 2 standby siatve for further deployment. At ahout 0030 h@ﬁrgg
7s "DY Company departed Cubi NAS, Subic Bay te Thailand on & G=141

s

trocy transport pluﬁﬂn' ’ ot

iﬁ about 0500, having landed at Thailand, the Company was transported
e ”ﬂss 4~;L for chow. Gnﬁy a few Iucky 1nci"1dua1@ mapaged Ho pat
due %o the transport buses arriving to haul DY Gope
zlter being at the Mogs Hall for ahout 20 minutes,

#'0" Company was ready for deployment on the CH=53's stationed at
the AFB. The ship erews ware uwa iting snd veady, "LU Company was walids
ing and ready for that final werd but it was nct to come ccww Trony

a@

higher sohelons that davw.
i 1/

- was hauled away to the Gym, whewe we Were Informed
ving for the nwgat, but the king aspech came io a
nies from 2/9 had rrisr claiw te the
nment, Major PORTER, arranged to havse

ved so "DUP Company would be prepared to give 3t ansthor

LN

thjrﬁy hours o leave on the CH=53's,

vecess of va1ng culb 1 ¥
nowe would be Jumping off the
HOTT, which would earry the
MATAGUEZ, The Marines
the MAYAGTE?Z from the
in Qanznﬁ uhat shipe

tear,which had been zgiven

ays :nd rooms leading teo
T

N8Bl e

AY A nvnﬂﬂ

 DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

il

oud ﬁﬁpUu]Llowu @3
oo With team members.

1t Mo Jo OWENS prompily seocursd the engine

Lanee Corporal WOOD and hi
3 fox seeourily purpos
F. HOLT,

ad stayved on the MAVAGUEZ for a wery
=s butl later joined the departing Marimes

L31 Harines were g*ven z graclous weleowe back to the ships
e Waval persoimel on the two ships we were on, Harcld Es OET and ¥
B WIISO&E expressed their feelings in' the vwltimste fushior

YoV for trivial neseds, and made Jjust many sacrifices
znd nse

@

UNGLASSIFIED
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Following is the debrief taken from one of the Marines who partici
in the MAYAGUEZ Operation. It is a combinationiof his own written stai
ment and an interview conducted on 23 Mauv 1973,

On May 13, 1975 we, 3rd Flatoon and atiactments "Jelta" Company
1/4 were at the gym'in Cubi Point working out when cur Company Commsng
er, Captain WOOD came in and told us to go back to the éompany aresa.
‘We had been notified through the day that we were on a standby status
but we hadn't received a mission. Later that night we were trucked
t¢ the airport in Cubi Point where we waited around a half hour, then
we were briefed about our plane flight and in the naxt four hours we
were in Thailand. We found that our mission was to capture the U
merehant ship MAYAGUEZ. On May 15, 1975 we boarded iir Foree (i=53's -
ad moved to our objective. From the CH-53's we were transferred to
the destroyer USS HOLT., As we prepared ourselves aboard the SiLp

ccvive came closer. Zach squad was assigned a different task,

-3

e

cur
By a¢ : 1o be the first to board and secure the brid

4g the US55 HOLT slowly pulled aside of the MATAGUZZ,
ve get positicned, moments before we arrived the siip

with gas agents by U.S. 4ir Force planes, so we equivnpad

ourselves with our gas masks, As we wusitioned ocurselves to bo 1% eow
MAYaGUER, the USS HOLT anchor lines had to be tied to the MAYA! A
Captain WOOD was told by Major PORTER to tie the lines down, eee
I was closest to the rail, I was told tcé § dvertioithe MAYY . M
and tie the ropes of the U3S HOLT to the U.3. merchant shin b
After both ships were docked, Captain WOUD, myself and %) §:°'

sguad bezan to secure the ship. 4fter deing this we poaitions
cn all exits on the aft end of the ship and waited to get the word o voe
of our small task force. After the word was passed thaluy® &

secure, the raising of the American flag began. Major  eees

“ORTER and Oaptain WOOD raised the flag forward of the ship and Captady _
FELTRER, myself and corpsman TAYER raised the flag aft of the ship. ,

- after the recapturing of the ship we went back aboard the USS HOLT 1, 2
and began to tow the ship back to Subie Bay, Philippines. ZLfter the ° °°
USS HOLT was assigned a new mission, we were transferredto ths
‘Henry B. WILSON which brought us safely back to Subic day, Thi

e

g AL R
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DEZBRIEF OF CORPORAL B, C. RUCKER, USMQ

Following is the debrief taken from one of the Marines who participated
in the MAYAGUEZ Operation. It is a combination of his own written statement
and an interview conducted on 23 May 1975.

I, Corperal RUCKER, B. C., on the night of May 13th was playing basketball
in the gym and Captain WOOD walked in and said let's go. On the night of May
13th we boarded a C-141 for Thailand. We arrived at Thailand on the morning
of May 14th about 0630 and were taken to the chow hall and in the middle
of getting breakfasf,CantaAn WOO0D passed the word to uaﬁ cut@ We relcaded
the busss and went to the airfield and from the airTis"” 5 1 where
we stayed for the night, On the morning of May 15tiiwgvarin - b 0200
for Third Flatoorn.and attachments. About twe hours laver we went 1o the
airfield to aceomplish our mission. We arrived st the USS HCLT on ithe morn~
ing of May 15th at about 0€00. The bird hovered aktout five feet abcve the
ship, so we had to jump down to the ship. We were on our way to the M TiGUNE;
meanwhile it was being prepped with gas. Je arrs ived at t;@ M_Y:GJ"’ Eies :
Caypbain WOCD and Corporal CC g o v s g e .
Wf“ﬁ»cllcweu ¥ CO¢yuL*L uu~uv~.uiu4d and ny aimmiujnn9~r1us50“” ST e
tenant FLORE: Lhen we took a deck at a time veing surs ithat each
was secure unt¢¢ we reached the bridge, and then cur miss 1on was acco
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. DEBRIEF CF CanﬁﬁxL E. Jo RUCKER, U3MC

Following is the debrief taken from one of the Marines who part
in the MAYAGUEZ Operation. It is a combination of hls own written
and an interview conducted on 23 May 1975.

I,Corporal RUCEER, 5. J., was in the gym nlaylﬂg tasketball on the nig
of May 13th and that was when it happened.

My Company Comrander, Captain WOODycame in and told us to get back to
- the area and pack cur gear.

Later that night at about 2300 we left the Company area, and at CLOD
we boarded an aireraft and went te Thalland. We stayed there for the regl
of that day.

The next morning at 0300 we boarded an aircraft on cur way to Cam
About 0600 we were taken off the aircraft and got aboard the USS KO
it took us to the MAYAGUEZ.

First we had planes drop C.S. gas on the ship, and with our zas ma:
on we pulled up beside the MAYAGUEZ on board the US3 HOLT, a destroy

and crossed over from the USS HOLT to the MAYAGUEZ. oot
.'.. :
There wasn®t anyone on the ship so we had some pecple go to the cnplrmsese,
room to get the ship started. While this was taking rlace the ship's crsi®,...*
came backe They tock over the work in the engine room snd got the ship ceve
L ]
started, after which we left ths ship and returned to F.I. coss
® ®%00
L] L I
* . o
.9 L 4
[ XXX 3
L] ®
L »
seda
L] °
L X ] L J
- @ L ]
* *0
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Following is the debriefl taken from one of the Marines who partisl
in the MaXY auhdu Operation. It is a combination of his own writiten sia
and an interview conducted on 23 May 1975,

I don't remember times and dates because my {irst thought was when or if
I was coming back. It started when Delta 1/4 was on stanaby for where we

didn't know. UWhen we were given the word, "Delta standby”, each man vas told

te pack his gear and prepare to move out when given the word. It ssemed like
& normal day after packing our gear; vhen we went o plsy a little basketball
at the gym. We were there about one hour when Captain #“UCD told us to head
towards the camp and gel our gear on. A4fter the words we got on buses and
went to the air base where we were told we're going to Thailand, which tock
us about four hours to reach. Aifter we reached Thailand, Major PORTEIR gave
us werd that the Cambodians had taken an American ghip and we were geing to
get it bvack! I don't remember times but we started out to get helced in on
the MAYAGUEZ but the plans were changed, so we stAfe*'évernight on an air
base in Thailand.

~ About 0200 we got up and proceeded to be helo'd out to a Navy destreyer
which was going to take us to the MAYAGUEZ, We were told after boarding the
Navy ship that the MAYAGUEZ was going to be gassed first then the Marine -'
team would take over from there. We reached the ship and one by one startec
on the ship, After boarding there were two men that wors security on diffeyem?,
decks, covering each others back in case there way aﬂyhéﬁ‘ h the ship thhid..’
would had given ug a fight, "W were ‘ed into one of tne decxi passages by sees
Major PORTER when we didn't knc exactly here to go., He just pulled his “1sﬂv1
and said 'come on' to us and went in the dark passage without stalling er , ...
anything. When he saw ther wepe o enemy there he told us where %o watch awﬂ .
.back to help other Marines uo their job." The crew had gotien back on ..0'
from another island after they got on the ship the destrecyer tied 11n@g .

v

to pull the ~»*~ intg faternaticnal waters. Durln“ that evening we had turmes

Jed back . assist the Marines tha ¥o™2 juck on the Igland, bgk °.
unfortuna ely we didn't get too much action, the company of Marines were & *.o°
helo'd ont.. che Naval destroynr and we headed back to the Philippine Islands,

We' were - " lad to be back an welcosied v our fellow Marines.

[ XX ]
[ AR X ]
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DEBRIEF OF LANCE CORFPORAL D, H. =000  U4vG

Following is the debrief taken from one of the Marires who participated

in the MAYAGUEZ Operation. It is a corbination of his own written state=

ment and an interview conducted on 23 May 1975,

", Lanes Corvoral D. H. WOCK, of "D® Company, took par* in t‘ie recovery

of the 535 MAYAGUEZ.

On May 13th, we were told thal we would not have off base liberty.
But we could go the movie or the gym in a group. T was at the poocl
when I got the word to get back and put my gear on. We went to the
Cubj Point NAS and at about 2400 we were loaded on to a C=14) and tock
off. We got to Thailand about 0500, Went to chow and then we went
back to tke airfield. We were then told what we were going to do.
We were all set to load on to CH-53's. But we were told to wait.

That night we stayed in a gyms We were told we would be gebbing
up at 0200 the next morning. Well,0200 came and we got up, went to
chow, then straight to the airfield. The CH-53%s were waitine for
us. ¢ We took off and headed out over the ocean.

About 2 hours later we were over the U3SS HOLT. We had to jump
on to the HOLT. T was told by Captain WOOD to spread my squad along
the side of the HOLTo

Ma jor PORTER gave the Cambodians a ten-minute. time limlt to get
off the MAYAGUEZ; then they gassed the MAYAGUEZ 2 timess We came along-
side and boarded.

?My mission was to take my squad and clear the decks.

After we had swept through the ship, 3rd Platgon went back to the
HOLT. My sguad was left to provide security. The crew eame back and
the ship was under her own power. My squad stayed until 1830+ Then
we got on an Armv *ne and from there we were moved to the HOLT at 0200
in the e HOLT one half of a day and then we moved
to the TSZ cien Wwe came back to P.I.

On the /& wers told that we had to go back to ¥Xoh Tang
to rwll :y  Bub the plan was given vp so we came back
to Pl

o 4‘

8

&
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