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1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
FPO, San Francisco, 96601 
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13 January 1966 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General" 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Subj: Command Chronologyj month of December 1965 (u) 
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Command Chronology" Marine Wing Headquarters Group One 
Command Chronology, Marine Wing Headquarters Group O:le"Chaplain.'r , 
Command Chronology, Headquarters & Headquarters Squadron (he !;"..I;;.c/ 
Connnand Chronology" Marine Air Support Squadron Two 
Connnand Chronology" Marine Air Control Squadron Six 
Command Chronology" Marine Air Control Squadron Seven 
Command Chronology" 1st Light Anti-Aircraft Missile Battalion 
Command Chronology, 2nd Light Anti-Aircraft Missile Battalion 

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclosures (1) through (8) are hereby 
submitted. 

2. This letter is downgraded to. UNCLASSIFIED upon removal of enclosures. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
Marine Wing Headquarters Group One 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
FPO, San Francisco, 96601 

CCMMAND CHRONOLOJ.Y 

ffiGANlZA.TIONAL DATA SHEET 

1. Unit Designation and Locations 
UNIT 
~ine Wing Headquarters Group One 

Headquarters & Headquarters Squadron One 
Marine Air Support Squadron Two 
Marine Air Control Squadron Six 
Marine Air Control Squadron Seven 
1st Light Anti-Aircraft Missile Battalion 
2nd Light Anti.!ircraft Missile Battalion 

LmATION 
DaNang, RVN 
1iaNang, RVN 
DaNang, RVN 
Okinawa 
Chu tai., R\1~ 
DaNang, RVN 
Chu Lai, RVN 

2. Period covered by this report. 1 December 1965 to 3~ December 1965. 

3. Task Organization. (Same as in para. 1 above.) 

4. Name and Rank of Commanding Officer and Staf:t, MWHG-1 

Commanding Officer Colonel E. I .. LUFTON 
*Executive Officer LtC 01 N. E. DAYVAULT 

S",1/M9utant Capt M.L. BRANDTNER 
~-2 Capt w. F. MULLEN 

S ... 3 LtC 01 C. E. SHOtlALTER 
s ... 4 Major R. H. MARCINAl{ 

*Appointed Executive Officer as relief for LtCol B. E. COOK, 3Dec65 
**APpointed S-2 Officer as relief for Capt H. R. STENNIS, lODec65 

5. Name and Rank of Commanding Officers of Subordinate Units. 

IE:RS ... 1 
MASS .. 2 
MACS...6 
MAGS .. 7 
1st LAAM Bn 
2nd LA.A.M Bn 

Maj or C. J.. LIDDLE 
LtCol R. L. CUNNINGHAM 
Major ~ L. DELANEY 
LtCo1 R. R. Mn.LER 
LtCol C. L. EYER 
:rvr~.jor R.. 14'. P~TJ:I1(\ 

6. Aver~e Monthly Strength of MWHG .. 1 during period 1 to 31 December 1965 

OFFICER - USMC/USN 

NA 

71 

.' 
,~.: , 

AG 
228 
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ENLISTED 
• 

USMC 

2316 

USN 

62 
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

1. GENERAL. During the period 1 to 31 December 1965, Marine Wing 
Headquarters Group One continued providing the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
support with respect to air control and air defense agencies, administration 
and maintenance of Wing Headquarters camp facilities. Units of MWHGw1 
participated in HAWK FIREX-6S during the period 1-19 December 1965. 

2. PERSOONEL. A. major shift of personnel between MACS-6 ~g.. MACS-7 
occured on 8 Dec 1965~ involving a total of 8 officers and'~ enlisted men. 
The move was completed in one day uti~izing C~130 aircraft, ~d direct 
turn-around airlifts from Chu Lai, RVN to Futema, Okinawa. Approximately 
250 personnel from MWHG-l departed Vietnam during December, constituting 
the largest loss of personnel the group has sustained to date. The 
majority of personnel returning to emus were from the 1st :LA.A.M and 2nd LAAM 
Battalions. On 3 December 1965, LtCol N. E. DA.YVAULT became the EXecutive 
Officer of MWHG ... l, relieving LtCol B. E. COOK who rotated to cams. 

3. ADMINISTRATION. Routine administration progressed throughout the month 
of December, with particular emphasis being directed toward more stringent 
use of TAD, and the updating of unit files, directives, and pUblications. 
A new Group Locater system was established and a more realistic and effective 
reports control system was put into effect. Preparation began for the semi­
annual inventory of the Group S&G files. 

4. MORALE/WELFARE. Liberty in DaNang was resumed in December. R&lt continued 
to provide the main source of recreation for MWHG-l personnel. December 
saw the opening of Saigon, Tokyo, Taipei, and Manila as additional R&R centers. 
Hong Kong, Bangkok, and Okinawa continued to provide the bulk of R&R quotas 
within the command during the reporting period. 

5. CASUALTIES. On 10Dec65J Col Michael R. YUNCK, G-3" 1st MAW, was 
seriously wounded while directing air support operations on IIOperation 
Harvest Moon". There were no other battle casualties dhring December 1965. 
Total number of non-battle casualties for MWHG-l during Dec65 was 12. 

6. INTELLIGENCE/COUNTERINTELLIGENCE. During the month of December 1965, 
MWHG-l issued 6 fin~ top secret, 4 interim top secret, 11 final secretJ 
and one interim secret security clearances to attached personnel. 

7. AIR DEFENSE. During the month of December 1st and 2nd LAAM Battalions" 
conducted 119 ANTI-AIRCRAfT warfare exercises. For practice puppOses 
designated 499 aircraft as hostile. See post exercise report on HAWK FIREX-65, 
concerning details of practice firing conducted during December 1965. 

8. GROUND DEFENSE. No Ground Defense drills '\oTere conducted during the 
month of December. 
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9. SP~IAL OPERATIONS. Marine Air Support Squadron Two provided Air 
Control Support facilities for ttOperation Harvest Moon". Units of MWHG-l 
participated in HAWK FIREX-65. 1st and 2nd LAA.M Battalions fired a total 
of 42 missiles during this exercise. 

10. TRAINING. Units of MWHG-l conducted 165 hours of General Military 
Subject Training, of which included practical application. Fam Firing was 
conducted with the following: 

a. U.S. Rifle, 7.62mm, M-14 
b. Pistol, caliber .45 
c. Submachine Gun, caliber .45, M3Al 
d. Machine Gun, 7.62mm, M60 
e. 3.5" Rocket Launcher 

11. NBJ WARFARE. Calibration of MWHG-l radic instruments continues. 

12. LOJ.ISTICS. In addition to routine logistics, fourteen (14) trucks, 
M38Al, were distributed to G sections and staff sections of 1st MAW 
Head~uarters. Previous transportation problems have been considerablv 
lee~ed since theBe were replacement vehicles for the M-677 Cerlist that 
were constantly on deadline due to spare part shortages. At the completion 
of HAWK FIREX-65, vc-5 and VC-3 personnel and equipment were loaded and 
flown to their base statioh. Continous "around the clocklt operations of 
M .. 36 vehicles assigned to the 1st LAAM Bn has resulted in 32 of theSE: trucks 
being involuntarily deadlined. The previous reported indicated a shortage 
of CV-boots, since then, Fleet Logistic Support Group has prefabricated 
25 sets, 19 of which have been installed. Records are being kept to 
determined the average life of these prefabricated canvas boots. Preliminary 
reports show a life of 240 to 1500 hours of opeEation. mince it requires 
four (4) man hours for the installation of one set, their reliability is at 
first glance d~btful. Further records will be kept during the ~ season sO 
that their reliability may be matched against the records acquired during the 
wet seasons. Authorization to perform third echelon engineer repair has 
markedly reduced the number of deadlined generatiors. The distribution of 
four (4) forklifts throughout the Wing, will save many man hours previously 
expended due to hand loading and unloading of equipment. 

13. S~IAL ACTIVITIES. See enclosure (2) for Morale/Rellgious Program. 
Oivic ActiOri/ISO follows: 

a. CIVIC ACTION 

(1) Medical team conducted seven sick calls and treated 259 
Vietnamese. Treatments included worms, anemia, skin infections, diarrhea" 
abcess, pneumonia, bronchitis and lung infection. 

(2) Dental team conducted one sick call, treated 20 Vietnamese and 
pulled 23 teeth. 
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(3) NinetY_one bars Of soap and 55 Pounds Of salt Were diBt~ibuted during the sick Calls. 

(4) Depart .. nt of Defense Vi.t~ .. booklets w"", distriboted to all unit ciVic action officers. 

(5) SUPPlies tor Vietnamese v.illogers were dsl.i vered to 1st I.W! En, 2nd 1.A.AM B~ E&Iis .. l, and MileS"7. 

(6) The "'>ie, "War Within a WarN was sh_ at the l<ImG-l out_ 
door theater and Ofticers' Club to an estimated audience Of 250 marines. b. Iso 

(1) An Goaha TV station inter.iewed one MWBo-l ~ine tor a Christmas show. 

(2) Five promotions were f""'arded to Fleet H""" Town N_ Center. 

(3) Three articles were forwarded to Wing ISO. SUbject matter 
includsd 2nd LAAN participation in RAWK FlREx-65, and ameritarions mast. 

>/fAa A 

I:NClOSURE ( I ) 
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From: 
, '. 41,t:; or 

Commanding Officer- -:----'!I..-7~ (i?J 
To: 
Via: 

Command~ng General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
(1) Commanding General, 1st Harine Aircraft Hing 
(2) Commanding General, III MAF 

Subj: Post Exercise Report of HAt1K FIREX 65 

Ref: (a) 
(b) 

Enol: v(l) 
~(2) 

-(3) 

1st HAW OP CRDER 306-66 
MWHG-l OP ORDER 1-66 

Subject report 
Photographs of HA1r~ FIREX 65 (NOTAL) 
Range Clearartce Notices (Vietnamese' 

3:CES:ech 
3700 
25 Dec 1965 

1. In accordance with para 3.b.(9), of reference (~), this post 
exercise report is submitted. 

2. In addition to the basic report the following is submitted: 

a. Exereise Name: HAWK FlREX-65 WEST PAC 

b. Loeation: CHU LAI, Republic of Vietnam 

c. Period Conducted: 1-19 December 1965 

d. Major Troop Units Participation 

~WHG-l Overall Coordinator 

1st L.AAM Bn fired HA1rTK missiles for training 

2nd LAAM Bn fired HAWK missiles for training and provided 
site and equipment 

F-8n 

MACS-7 operated a TAOe 

MASS.2 operated TPQ-10 radar for drone control 

MAG-)6 provided range sweep and drone recovery helicopters 

MAG-16 provided transportation and drone recovery helicopters 

Fleet Composite Squadron Five provided BQM.,34A jet drones and 
aircraft for towing targets '-5 .-- e Jr • .-- ..... ,,-

..;....... 1 \.. i..;;; t 

EN~LOS~RE (1)1,..t~ 
. ~-=--~ .• ~. _"'- ·'~_~""~-"'~'-c"".'ioI.';';.".~ _____ .. ~~ , __ ....... _'.~~_. • " _ ~_._ 
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Fleet Composite Squadron Three provided M~~-39A propeller 
drones as targets 

e. Tho mission of the HAWK FIREX was ao~cffi~):~.ished. Both 
participating LAAM Battalions fired their annU2,::" training allowances 
of mia~iles ~ram a tactical position in a combat area. 

f. Difficulties of this exercise, such as monsoon weather, war 
time conditions for all participants and scattered location of units, 
were met realistically and exceptional training was accomplished 
because of the enemy environment. 

E.. tT..-uc'\. ... ".1. f.·"iI.t,ll~es wer~ the large amount of missiles fired in this 
one FIREX, the counterinsurgency locale, t.he v .. -or:! .::'a.~ee logistic effort 
involved and the successful utilization of a target towed by a manned 
aircraft as a HAWK target. 

h. Comments and recommendations are made at the close of each 
major section of the basic report. 

Distribution: 

1 CMC 
3 CG FMFPAC 
1 CG III IW 
1 CG JBT, M..l'M 
1 CG 2nd IJf.Altl 
1 CG 3:ed J1iAT,v 
1 CG i.flt I1t~RDIV 
1 CG .'kd ':-~~};rIJ:v 
1 CG ~~X~~~ ,.HYP 
1 Cot{8A:::m-,)ESTPAC 
1 CG W~B 29 Palms 
1 CO ~IC:AS Yuma 
1 GO vc-5 
1 ce, vo··) 
1 NCS Quantico 

E. I. LUPTON 

2 t 1.. 

a • 
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TABLE OF C ONl'ENTS 
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3. OPEP..i.IICNC:) Ch;,·ouc1.cgy of daily events, .. ,ne.;c·'t of results of each 
attemp'::' oLe 1'1reSl recapttulation chart and VIP listing. 

4. SUPPfIITING UNITS CO<F..DINA'l'ION. Coordination effected throughout 
the FIREX. 

,. INTELLIGENCE. Effect of the counterinsurgency locale. 

6. LCGISTICS. During FIREX operation and execution. 

7. ADMINISTRATION. 

8, CGlMUNICATION • 
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a. Enemy Viet Oone fott!es surrounding thE! FIREX Hrel3> a:t"e listed in 
ref (li). 'l'hey are not tabulated in this r~,'oi'tL Viet 'Oon~ cal)a.r1l1t1cs 
in the fO.ren and involvement in the FIREX are ineltlded in 1'1'1'8. (5) 
lntellieenee~ 

b. Friendly forces ptlrtici1:latinp; in F IBEX 65 and a s tfltemcn t of their 
participation is listed ~elow, 

(1) The government of the Renubl1c of Vietnnm throlip:h bm.IUSLAbv 
provided e.uthorlty to conducttheFIRmX and clearElDce for the firing 
range, both air and surface. 

(2) CG III f.iAF "provided Dn internreter for the, ran~e S\'leep heli­
copter. LOW Shu.ttle service to the island firing site, I1rid other assistance. 

() Fleet Coml'osi te Sqw::.dron Five (VC-5) nrovided BQ}t-34A jet 
drones ,'lhich .towed TLlJ-22B targets. They also tO~led targets ",ith the F-BD 
a1rcr~'ft and utilized US2C alrcrf'ft for range sanite.Uon and lOt'?,istic 
fl1ghh. They urovtded drone control equi:pment and hel1co-pter drone 
recovery gear. 

(4) Fleet Com~o31te Squadron Three (VC-) provided rK;H-)9A p1'one11er 
drones and control equil)ment. They also augmented V0-5 with ~ersonnel and 
one LP2E alrcrf'.ft~ 

(5) l!dUK Intlrovement Team fl'omUSA1·aC()l.1 Redstone Arsenal Ala.. 
provided telemetrr and BCC e~ent recorders for monS tor >of firing. 

c. lot }iU~\f unite rorti-ei:!.'aUng in FIREX 65 were tasked ns ehol/In 
belotri. 

(1) r.1vlliG-1 nerformed a.s overall coordinator of the l!'IHEX. Units 
of i1\'JIiG-l included hASS:-2, }..lACS_? 1st and 2nd LilAl~ Battal1nne. 

(2) The TAOC eQtabl1ehed at Chu Lal by l-lACS-7 and the 2nd LAAJ..1 
Battal10n wae utilized as the oont:to1 center for the shoot, in accordr:t.nce 
with existing 'l"roeedures and ref (b). . 

. () 1st LAA).1 15n nnci 2nd LAAl,f :an rotated batteries et the tiring 
site and OperatiOn'SectlODD at the fAoe eo that ee.ch firing unit wue 
exercised and eo thatolleratlonal alert at all batterlee was ~nlntained. 

(4) ~1ASS-2 establhbetl elld o"PeI',·ted n TN-10 mdar at the Battery 
firl~~ site fnr drone cont~ol onerotloas. 

1-1 " Enclosure (l) 
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(5) I-lAG-J6 B,nd ~i.AG-16 each nroveded helieo1)ters for transnortatton. 
logistics, and drone. recovery throughout the FlREX .. 

(6) VHG:a-152 'Provided logistic and T'ersonnel llfts. 

(7) let MA~1 G-) T)u.bllshed firing notices. Frag orders, NOTiJ4S 
and aided t·WHG-l in coordinating the FIBEX. . 

(8) 1st MMI G-4 'Provl4ed ramp Sl.'BOe and other facilities for 
the support of VC-S to. t DaNnng and Ohu Lo.l. 

d. C(J}.IK"NTS A.t~D REC(J~1kBNlJj~ IC'NSI 

(1) C()UMENT: The organization for this FIREX va,s adequate, 

(2) BECOf.m81il.iATIQ1; That the same organi£ation be used 1n the 
nextFIRElX. 

Enclosure (1) 
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a". Commencing in August 1965. comments and re'commendations were 
submitted to higher authority concerning a firing exereise for the 
LAAM Batter!es of 1st MAW; . 

b. Detailed discussions were conducted on FIREX tlite locations 
available at that time. Due to large scale tactical air operations 
being conducted near LA.lU1 Battery Ibcations adjacent to major airfields 
these sites were not considered feasible. 

c. During September 1965 the 2nd LAAM Bn arrived in country and 
assumed tactical positions in the Chu Lai enclave£ One of these 
locations I' Mui An Island, the site of II A'l Battery 2rid. tAJ:M Bn was 
determined the most des ire able FIREX location., 

d. Requests were also initiated in September to COMUS~li~V to make 
arrangements for air and sea space and to grant authority to conduct the 
Annual Service Practioe (ASP) at Chu Lai. Dates were established as 
1-22 Dec 1965 for the FIREX. 

e. Other subjects discussed in September for the FIREX included: 

(1) Visitor Control 

(2) Rotation of firing Batteries' 

(3) Range Safety 

f w CCMNAVAIRPAC advised the use of IYIQt"I-39A (prop drones) and 
BQM-34A (jet drones) with towed TDU-22B targets. Each missile Battery 
was authorized to fire six missiles during this FIREX. Nine missiles 
were to be sent from Okinawa and the remaining tvlenty-seven from CONUS. 

g. A coordination visit to Fleet Composite Squadron Five (vc-5) 
at Okinawa was conducted dur~ng the period 1-5 Nov by 1st MAIl}' and 
MWHG-l representatives. Preliminary planning of drone / targets 
available, aircraft availability for the FlREX and support required was 
completed with VC-5. 

h. Appropriate Operation Orders were issued for the FIREX by 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, MWHG-l and Fleet Composite Squadron Five 
establishing operationeJ. plans for the exercise and logistical support 
for participating units~ 

i. Enclosure (3) to the basic report is a r"nge clearance notice 
given to local Vietnamese fisherman in the firing area. An English 
translation is attRched. 

j. CCMMENTS AND RECCMMEIIDATIONS 

(1) CCMHENT: Permission to conduct the FIREX was obtained only 
after much logistic effort had already taken place. 
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REC,CMMENDATION: It is highly reeonunended that permission 
be obt~ned and use of air and sea spaCe be approVed before any actual 
movement of equipment or personnel takes place in future FIREX's. 

(2) COMMENT: Weather was detrimental factor in the FIREX. 

RECOMMENDATIONs Although inclement wea~h~t. actUally 
postponed only one daY 6:t' firing, tpa wo.a.ther was'matg~nai' on many' 
pbb13.s1onSi Operations oi'dr,Qrtss takes cons1derably .. Petter weather than 
the HAWK system requires so ~hert pianning a Shoot.whiCh 16 to utili~e 
drone targets it is highly recommended ~hat ~ period ~£ the year not 
in the monsoon season be chosen for a FtREX ih Vietnam~ 

(3) COOIENT: The TAOC was planned and op~rataci primari1y as 
a range clearance facility and missile unit control dentet. 

RECG'lMENDATION: It is recommended that t,i joint MVJEX and 
FIREX be held. This utilization of a full TAOC dire~ted ~ a,SAAWC 
could be exercised by having figbter aircraft intercept te.rgets ; 
outside the missile effective range, break away, then have the missile 
destroy the target. 

(4) COMMENT: Report procedures were changed during the FIREX. 
A special FmEX STIREP was added after cormneneing the shoot. 

RECCMMENDATION: This special SITREP was a valid 
requirement and allowed higher echelons to be better informed of 
FIREX progress. This report is recommended for future FIREX's. 

Enclosure (1) 
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3. OPERATIONS _._----
\ 

~. Prior to gi~ing the daily 6hronology of the shoot a recap of the 
plann~d daily schedUle is presented. 

At 0730H each day range sweep by US2C aircraft and loudspeaker 
equiped helicopter with interpreter aboard would commence. Personnel 
f:;,'om MWHG-1, drone recovery swimmers from 1 at Force Recon Co. and visitors 
"'r)L·.Jd der..a.rt Da.r.!ang for the firing site by helicopter at 0OOOH. This 
was normally a 45 min. flight. The range was usually clear by 0900H. DP2E 
a:L','c:raft with BQM-34A drones and DF-SA aircraft were on station by 0945H. 
MQ~{ ~'39A propeller drones were ava.ilable at all times as required. 
F:i.r-:tr..g was normally scheduled to commence at 1000H and targets were 
utiliZed as scheduled by the firing Battery. Helicopters Were available 
for recovery of drones, both Y,Q1-1-39A, which were returned to the firing 
site, and EQM·-34A, which were taken to the VC-5 area at DaNang. Upon 
commencement and secure of daily operations the interested control units 
were notified. Notices of imminent missile launches were broadcast 
to aircraft on guard channel. At the completion of each days firing 
personnel from DaNang were returned to DaNang, personnel from the firing 
batteries were rotated, and SITREPls submitted on the activitie6 of 
that day. 

b. A major landing exercise (Harvest Moon) was being conducted by 
the III MAF during this FIREX. This required close coordination between 
range control facilities and also required tight consolidation of logistic 
requirements because of tactical reqUirements for helicopters. 

c. Operations commenced on 1Dec65 with tracking practice of a TDU-22B 
target towed by a DF-SA aircraft. UH1E and US2C aircraft commenced range 
clearance and communication checks in preparation for live firing on 3 Dec. 
This practice continued on 2 Dec. 

d. Live firing began on .3Dec65. The first target 'Was a TDU-22B towed 
by; a BQM-34A e The first missile experienced a bad gyro stabilizer and 
was destructed by the battery. The :5eCbnd missile destroyed the target. 

Another BQM-34A towed a TDU-22B and the first missile at this new 
target also experienced a bad gyro stabilizer and was battery destructed. 
Only one missile was fired at this target. 

A MQM-39A drone was launched but the range became foul sn no 
missile was launched at this target. 

Another MQM-39A was launched. A missile went within lethal 
range but did not fuze. It was destructed by the battery. 

e. No firings were conducted on 4 Dee. 

Enclosure (1) 
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f~ On 5 Dec many local fishing boats were in the range. However they 
were cleared of the area by the use of helicopters and assisted by the 
Vietname38 Na.vy JUNK FLEE!' at Chu Iai. 

Three MQM-39A drones experienced dificulties and were unsuccess­
fully la:.m:hed., The fourth drone, a BQM-34A towing a TDU-22B apparently 
recui ~·ed i~ad.::.o f:::-equency interference and prematurely actuated recovery 
suqC.8rlG8 and parachuted into the water. 

An MQM-39A was successfully airborne at 1212H and destroyed by 
a !.l.'.'.;~::Ll.e at 1221H. The rest of the drone launches on this date were 

One mi'3EC..le missed a TDU-22B tOiied by a Bq:t-1~ 34A because of 
1033 o.f Tac~ar 1-);:::1·: anj was destrueced by the battel'Y.) Two missiles 
su.'··:·(,~::;i'f.\~·)·\r o..le,·,t.::·o;yefl J.1Q~i·".39A (l:ro~12s~ '):~''" m-l.~Jn::U.o de:.:1troyed itself 
sho:'t,ly' d. fc,e)~' l&U':1cli; 01103 LLissi::':.e 10Gt f.':"on;:, -;rLQeo lo~l;: and was batt ery 
d.',.,~i-'~"("" ~1 "'''.,.:, ., ~ ~ ... " ·f'a;·j Q' t 1 __ ". "-h" -I.., •• ,<. E"" '('o"'OW"'O"""') ~.:>v~ '., ,'1" e., <.H.'~ cue rr .. _t...-_._,-e ~. ~ .. _e O..l3:t ,e ,'. '" .J.c..l,.UCd ,,;. .. ,1. ..... 'l'JU • 

VIP 1~:; obi;p.l"i:i .. ng the shoot on :; DGr:. wo:':"'e Ge~leral Thi" CG I Corps, 
the ConilTlaading Generals of each of his Corps Divisions" the Hayor of 
DaNang, CG III NAF, CG 1 st HAW and ADC. 

g. The first missile fired on 6 Dec had a bad gyro stabilizer and 
flew into the "rater. A second miss7.,le d8st~('oyed the target. The third 
missile fired came within 18 feet of a l!l~Fi-3'1A but did not fuze properly. 
Another missile, destroyed the target g 

/ 
ha Fourteen members of the press observed the FIREX on 7 Dec 65. 

CG Flf.F'PAC and pe'\rty arrived at 1031H and. dhoJ·tly thereafter a launch 
attempt was nade but the missile had a blov,rdowll", 'Jne minute later a 

.... second mibsj.le wa~ launched and destroyed an lwiQl4-39A drone. 

A F·,·8D a.lr'craft was airborne towing a TDU-22B for a first attempt 
at shootin.g a target towed by a manned ai('c!'aft" Ho('.'e'ITer, radar dificultiee 
delayed tl:::i.s B~20L An MQM-39A drone \,"8.8 :':.aunchcd a:' i ~~'20a to show CG F)fii'PAC 
launch ane} (,o:(;:t:~oJ. techniques. The Fo·c~r.J aircraft ;:;;h(;c ';.;a8 again attempted 
at 1130H but '(-,Ile ;I;lssile experienced a 'blowdown and d-j d not launcho No 
firing waa ;:;or:.dc:.cted on S Dec 65. On 9 Dec firing peroonnel from 1 st 
LAAM and 2nd LltAl! exchanged places ana t!.'acking practice was held. 

i. On 10 Dec the first missile attempted resulted in a blowdown. 
The second iu.iso:t1e lost front video lo:~~: and self destructod. The 
third miSi3:L! .. i:: Lad a blowdown. The f01l.i';~;l missile also lost front video 
lock and ili:1S o?.ttery destructed. The f:Lrt.;, missile of the day was 
lau.'1~hed at. 'lh3!+H but destructed 1/.3 mU.c from the launcher" for an as 
ye~ '.indetG:r.'!ll:tt~ed cAuse. 

jo T~e first missile fired on 11 D.)(; destroyed a MQM-39A drone. 
The second missUe, also fired at an MQ\1·J9A drone" lost front video 
lock and was destroyed by the battery" Another missile, fired at this 
target, experienced the same dificulty and was battery destroyed. 

3-2 Enclosure (1) 

. E (~ r-~ r"'~T < ... (,,,...,. 
----- ... 
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k. The shoot o~ 12 Dee resulted in the first known shot at a target 
towed by a mahnetl aircraft. Commander E. R. r1urry, CO vc-5 flew an F-Bn 
aircraft wiith a TDU-22B target towed on five miles of cable. 11 Gil Battery 
2nd i.AAM En, destroyed the target .lith a missile. Th,; target was }Jresented 
on a course ten degrees away from a straight-in shot. The aircraft flew 
a programmed tUrn which allowed the angle of separation of target and 
aircraft to increase while th0 target still had closure rate. When the 
aircraft had rio closure rate the missile 'IIlaS fired. 

Another att~pt at the same type target was made but the missile 
experienced blowdown. No firing was conducted on 13 Dec. 

1. On 14 Dec firing was mostly conducted at BQH-34A jet drones 
that could alternately stream hro TDU-22B targets. VIP's observing the 
shoot were Army and Air Force representatives from the 97th .~ty Grp, 
USA, Saigon; USA Hdqts USARPAC, and Det "11.11 620th TAO Sq<iln. 

The first missile did not fuze and was battery destructed. The 
next missile destroyed the first TDU-22B. The third missile did not fUZe 
properly and W:2.S destructed. The fourth missile destroyed a 'l'DU-22B. 
The fifth missile destroyed the BQM-34A because the TDU-22B was not streamed 
far enough behind the drone. The sixth missile of th':, day destroyed an 
M()j1-39A target. 

m., JtADM Hartman, COOAIR~JESTPAC, observed the FIRE! on 16Dec65. The 
first missile, fired at an t-1QM-39A target I lietonated 21 feet from the 
target. Although the target was not destroyed it was declared a hit. 
The second missile lost lock and missed the target. 

No firing was scheduled or conducted on 17 Doc. Eirillg ~v~;s 
scheduled for 18 Dec but could no~ be performGd bocause of inclement 
weather\) 

n. On 19Dec6.5, twelve combat ready missiles 1rwre fired at a variety 
of targets.. These missiles did not have telernetry so results could not be 
accurately tabulated. Results, as known, arE; as follows. The first missile 
ere. 12208,J n:::'ed at an MQl'1-39A drOni], intercepted and detonated at intercept 
but di~ n,::;l:. down the drone" Missile two and four suffered malfunctians, 
uL':"c;]1 ")(0"':,: 2.like. Theyrletonated 4 seconds after launch. It is suspected 
tL:;t th:;: ~'&b, devices, manufactured by ?IC]'.TINNY hHSENilL, seri?l #9Ti7 
a'1d #9 ;,'F,~ lnt· #PA7 -22, were faulty.. Missile number three did not fuze 
and waf:' bc',t~.",,"',(T detonated. The fifth missile detonated at the target, the. 
t,arpt e:.v,j '~.t i'm,s heard to cease" and shortly thereaftflr it disappeared 
f!~oxn th'? .t1:1.~!.2.-:~":J 

i, y .. 'J):, 'lircraft s trearned a TDU-22B target and the target Ttl.',3 fired 
a'-,'fjC n:i ',:.L~." Humber six. The missilQ did not fUZe but it is suspected 
':,,:1a& H 1,:'(, the target for the target began spinning and the pilot reported 
he felt a ";:,ug on the tow cable_ 
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M.i.s3:iJ.e seven 'was also fired at this same spinning TDU-22B and it 
destroyed The i",,1.rget.. Missile number eight destroyed an HQM-39A. 
M:i.s:3j,.:i.e ni;~p.:. aJ.Ho fired at the F-8D/rDU~22B presenta:tlon destroyed the 
tar'g':lt., 'f'1::.8_ was at' 26,000 feet and at 17 kilometers. 

Ion ,'1' ' 

M:-1.,.:'sile number ten veered right and ,missed an MQM-39A. The 
eleventh miasile destroyed the MQM-39A by a direct hit even ~though there 
was no fuzing. The last, missile of the day~ number twelve dGlS.troyed 
an MQM-39A target with a direct hit. ' , ' 

o. Two charts are included in this Operation Section. The first 
chart d<?picts the results of ea¢h attempt to fire a missile.' The second 
chart is a recapitulation of the missiles fired in order of lot number. 
These charts are as accurate as present statistics allow. Upon receipt 
, of the HAWK Improvement Tealn telemetry reports" the results can be up­
dated. These Hrr reports should be available in 30 to 60 days after this 
FIREX. 

p. A more detailed listing of VIP's and the dates they attended is 
tncluded in this Operation section. 

q. OOl'1!:!ENI'S Al'LD RECONMENDl}Tl;ONS 

\, ('Il) COMl-fENT: Target evaluation u.s a result of this FlREX 
~uggest that a'target towed by a manned aircraft is the most desireable 
target for well trained HAWK units. The MQJI-1-39A propeller drone is not 
a suitable test of the parameter of the HAv!K beCAuse of two t~ctO". It 
h~s no beacoh so must be flown within roughly 1$ miles of the radar for 
pqsitive control. Secondly, it is limited in speed. However theMQM-39A 
,requires much less logistic support thatl the BQ!<I-34A and it is always 
readily available for launch. 

The I3QN-34A jet drone, which tows TDU-22B targets, presents a 
,good test for the HAWK system but the logistic effort is considerable. 

The towed target~manned~ircraft configuration presents both the 
least logistic effort and the best target presentation. However, it is 
imperative that HAWK units firing at this target be well trained.and have 
well maintained equipment to assU4-e a minimum ri~k for the manned a:irc:rai't., 

RECOHNENDATIOrJ: That manned aircraft be utilized to tow 
targets whenever the training of fir:i,ng units is adequate. Also; that 
evaluation of the merits of both the MQM-39A and the BQl{-34A. be contd.nued 
with emphasis being placed both upon the good presentation capabilities 
of the BQM-34A and the good request response time of the MQM-39A. 

(2) COMMENT: Location of the drone uresentation squadron at 
DaNang to support a FIREX at Chu Lai is toocUlIlber'someL' 

BI!GFlC? 

DECLASSIFIED 

\ 

i , 

, 

,', 
" 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 

RECCMMENDATION: That joi;lt location of the firing u.,,-t.t. 
and the support squad:~'on at 01' near the: same airfiA.ld be planned for 
any future FIREX in the Republic of Vi~tnamo 

(J) CCl1MENT: Local aircraft occas~. onally vi olated the firing 
range airspace even though NDrAMS weX'e pnbl:.fjhed~ local muts were !.\oti­
fied of the firing schedule.? 1~~1e sohed.ule W".''i nO'lied on the 1st MAW FRi'.G 
order and notification was continually be:i.:ng g:i.yen on guard channel prior 
to nds sile firing. 

REC<llMEmlA.T!ON: That. 'lull.ts hav:tng operational control over 
local aircraft. make an added etf0!lrli' t~o a.ssure that all pilots know of the 
danger area and the time that it ~;~ in effect. 

. (4) CCMMEt1r: Training" for both of the LAAM Battalions and 
MACS-7 was most beneficial. Moral~ of p~tic~pating units, although high 
to begin with, has materially improved as a re8ult of' this eXercise, 
Successful completion of a FIREX of this magrrl:l;u.de :in t.hi~; lr.c3.1e has 
been a :qig boost not only for nlorale but a buos-t: in ccn:fidence os well .. 

RECCMMENDATIONI That training in ·~·he fo!'m of (·(;'Jt:l.r:xulily 
more difficult AAWEXts be perfOrmed dUring the ::10;:-:. Y8CJ.r' t,\.:' p.'.~epa!.'e for 
FIREX 66. 

(5) COMMENT: Dual target could not 1"e atteI,f;'re(l.~ 

RECOO1ENDATION: That two sets of te:· .. lfLil;3t:7 nqu.3.9ment be 
available so that double shots could. be atte:xpt.ed J.n~·he ne,xt FIREX. 

(6) C Cl1MEN'l' : This FIREX which exerc::.sed two HAWK batteries 
was large in scepe and somewhat cumbersome in logistic et'fjrt~ 

REC CMMENDAT ION: The 10gist10 effort would be even larger 
to conduct separate FIREX's at differer.t ·t:~.mes so the advantages of 
holding a jo1nt FIREX or this sort outweighs the d.lsacr/antageo It is 
'recommended that joint exercises of this natwe be contillued .. 

(7) CCl1MENT: Both VC"" and VC-) s'lpport was outst.anding. 
Utilization by vc··5 of a manned airm."a.ft towing a target and t·he 
excellent and t:i.I!lely p:;,·opo:.ler drone presentation by VC··_) were Of 
particular excellence tlu::.':lng the FIREX. 

REcOviMENDATIONt None 
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABULATION OF FIRING RE,SUL.'rS 

t 3Di';c I' A ITDU-~:2~-1·I3:1.:~ G,~~~ stabilizer 
i 052 ~dLAAMI Tm.)''!::!. 1)<v\ G.estr-ucted by Battery 

BO)i-34A 

I :3Dec 
1059 

3De~ 
1 ".)4 
.G~I 

3Dcc 

-do-

-<10-

-<10-

-do- ! Bad gyro stabilizer 
missile went into water 

165'7 -do- MCb,'i-.39A I Bad fusing did not detonate - dest:cuctnd by 
I Battery - passed within 6",9 f't of target 

. 5Dec /-dO­
;221 Mac -do-

1411 

5Dec I B 
1510 2dLA 

5Dec J -do-
1550 

5Decl-do-
1600 
5Dect -do-
1605 

H~·.39i~ i 
'l'!JJ .... 22B I Lost front video lock 
towed bi, Dest~cted by Battery 
~r-34A ! 
MQM-.39A i 

I 
MO.M-.39A ! Bad telemetry - lost lock ! destructed by Battery 

MQM-39A I Blowdown 
I 

MQI-i-39A I Lost tront video lock 
destructed by Battery 

5Dec I -do- I MQM··.39A 
16i.43 
5Dcc l-dO-1 MQM-39A I Bad gyro stabilizer 
101 0 tMiss:;..tewe~(t:." into wat er 
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ATTEMPl' DATE UNIT TYPE 
NUMBER TIHE FIRING TARGEl' RESUIrr'S POSSIBLE MISS HIT 

13 " t X ~t:f. 

t ,:::0 e ',' I B QH-39A 
I, ;v~ ~ i?dLAAH /J i' v", r 

1h 16Je;; i C .DH-39A Bad fusing - ~u5sile did not detonate X .~ 

I; '. ~,..; ·'),iLAAM '.~, ::,. 
; ,+1' .... ~ r-<r-

.) 15 ~, I - I d ~QM-39A X ; t~lJe~! - o-
j .; I" 21 :IJ ... ;,.' 

~ , L~T''''' -do ~QM-39A Blowdown - bad hydroulic arming system .:) 10 t I·)',,~':.., J -

!1q.,~t 
. , 

I V..J'? 

'e 1'1 ! '7Dec I -do- l1Q14-39A X 
• .,.t '''''''16 ~ ! v-' 

18. I '/Dec 1-<10- Blowdown - bad hydraulic arming system 
Q 1130 Q 
Pi! Pi! 
H H 
~ ~ 
H 19 1 ODe A Blowdown H 
00 

1 i25 t&LA 
00 

00 t"- OO 
~ 20 10De ··do- MQM-39A Lost front video lock X 

, 
~ 

H C"'\ H 
U 11415 1 destructed by Battery U 
Pi! 10De~ -do-

Pi! 
Q 

Blowdown 
Q 

21 MO)1-39A 
1156 1 

X 22 , 10Del -do- MQ.L"'i-39A Loat lock after launch 
I ii Z.;71 destructed by Battery 

e 23 11 ODt)~ -do- ~f~'i-39A ~u5sile exploded ! mile off launcher X 

i434 

24 11 wet -do- IMQM-39AI X 

1120 

~ I 
25 11Del -do- IIDJ<-39j Lost !:ront v1.deo lock X 

11S3l ' Destructed by Battery 
I .': X 2J 26 'I 'iDe ( -do- MQH-39 Lost front T'l.deo. lock 

~ \ 1140 destructed :f.!! "ra.'tel' 
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ATTEHPr DATE UNIT TYPE 
Nill-ffiER r:'TIQ IT1UNG T.'.:1G"S1' RESULTS POSSI:3j'y i<,-:;~~j.x'r 
.. _--;-'J -,------.-------------------------r----

27 t2Dc-~ (i tr~m_··;.~2B 
r .f.~Jl1 :f.AjJ~t, 0~1CJ. b 
I ' 'I" ~~D I ,,,""U, 

28 jl'i2De~ =do- I -do-
1:,39! 

Bl()WdOWD - hydraulic failure in missile 

29 

.30 

.31 

.32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

i4'f}e~ C 
10341~8tLA. 

~DU-22Bl Did not fuse -
tcwad bl destructed by Battery 
ro~~M 

i 14Dcc -do- I -do-
10iJ4-

I 14Det -do- ....do- l Lost front video lock 
1056 destructed by Battery 

I U~e -do- -~ 
1'i50 ' - i'" • 

I:~J ~do- -clo- '. 

,,<h'~ I 
11 ~15:t -do- 1Q}1-.39A 
1>4-: 

I i 6Ded B IMQ}!-39A 
')4'-'1- ~LA " 'i I ,,",v 

I. ?~~J -do- ~-39A I 'Lost 'front 'Video 16(jk 
1v),,1 destructed by BatterY'" 

"', ' ........ / -
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Jii,;SUifI'S OF COMBIt1' READY MISSILES FIRED ON 19DEC6; 

,'l'T:EMPr DATE UN'T' L TYPE ,'-::P¥ 

Hl}IDER TIME FIP.Il~G TAHGEr RESur:rS PC3:.rtBj""..:E JLrC~j~ HIT ! . t 
'. i' • L .. --- I ------r-----r'··--l 

to l.1:9Deo B MQ}/i-39 Intercepted and missile destructed, X I i i r::. , • I , ! 
't220_ JstLAAl drone did not crash. I I ' ~ 

2" 1:r9Dec -do- .-do ... l-tl.ssile destructed itself' 4 sec af't,er launch X li 
1236 

, , , . 
S&A unit bad. 

, . ~J-A 

:3 119Dee -do- -do- Bad !'using - passed target but did not X I rij 
1237 detonate - destructed by Battery 

1..- ,-

e 4 119Dec -do- -do- Missile destru~ed itself' 4 sec atter launch X 
1246 S&A device bad. 

5 19Dec C -do- Intercepted target, drone engine stopped and X 
Q 2ndLA shortly thereafter drone disappeared Q 
riI riI 
H 6 ~ 19Dec -do- TDU-22B Bad fusing, did not detonate. Pilot felt tug X H 

H 1405 towed b on tow cable & TDU-22B started rotating 
~ 
H 

en F-SD en 
en ~ 
rc:( 

en 
H 7 19Dec A -do- X C'I\ rc:( 

u 1422 2dUf\1.f 
H 
U 

riI 
Q 8 ,9Dec -do- MO)i-39A X riI 

Q 

1440 

9 I; 9~ec I <0..-: TDU-22J X 
15'/9 It, owed 

F-8D 

e 10 !19De1-dD- MQM-39A Missile turned after launch - lost control X 
j155'7 crashed in water 

11 t'j 9Ue -do. -do- Intercepted target, drone disappeared - Lost X 

l-
I 1558 illuminator;- just prior to intercept -

No fusing 

W 12 I 19DeJ -do-l -do- I I X 
(r 1615 

U 
"'--IIJ '-. , 

", ' .. 
'W e e 

i 
\ 
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SE@RET 
MISSILES 

BLOCK NO. TcrAT... HIT MISS POSSIBLE MALFUNCTION 

6-7 30 

35 4 .3 

45 5 2 

85 3 

100 & above 0 

TOrAL 42 19 

DRONES 

MQM~J9A 17 
BQW-34A .3 
TDU-22B 6 

TorAt ""2b' 

2 

2 

19 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3-10 

GYRO STABILIZER 
BLOWDGm 
FUZING 
LOSS OF LOOK 

.. 3 

.. 6 REPAIRED 
-_3 
... 9*(3 NO CONTEST 

DRONE TURNED) 
PREMATURE DETONATION - 1 

FUZING .. 2 
GUIDA,lIJCE ... 1 

GUIDANCE .. 1 
S&A DEVICE 
DETONATING PREHATURELY· ... a 
SUSPECTED CRACKED ROCKET M0rORS 

SEG:RET 
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SEC~t?ET 
LIST OF VIP'S AND DATES ATTENDING FIREX 

/ 
I 

,/ 

/ 

/ 

~ 

3 Dee 65 

5 Dec 65 

7 DEC 65 

14 .DEC 65 

15 & 16 DEC 65 

VIP'S 

BGEN M. E. CARL, AWC 

MGEN L. W. WALT, CG III MAF 
BGEN K. B. MCCUTCHEON, CG FMAW 
BGEN J. M. PLATT, ADC 
MGEN NGUYEN CHANH THI, CG I CORPS 
BGEN NGUYEN VAN CHUAN, CG 1ST ARVN DIV 
BGEN HOANG XUAN LAN, CG 2ND ARVN DIV 
COL THANH, cis I CORPS 
LTCOL TON THAT KHIEN, cis 1ST ARVN DIV 
urCOL HONG, G-3 I CORPS 
urCOL HUENG, CO 41ST TAC \VING 

LTGEN' V. H. KRULAK, CG FMFPAC and party plus 
14 members of the press 

COL.S. C. BUCHANAN, (USA) CO 97TH ARTY GRP 
and party 

COL P. F. HUNT, (USA) HDQTRS USARPAC FORT 
SHAFTER" HAl-lAIl, and part, 

LTCOL C. H. FAIRBURN, (USAF) DEl' "A" 62Ol'JI TAc 
Sqdn and party 

RADM P. E. HARTMAN, COMFAIRvJESTPAC and party 

,3-11 

SECRET 
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4. SUPPORTING UNITS COatDINATla~ 

a" ';o02'din2.t:'on plannine of FIREX 65 was necessarily ,quite 
comp:'i:<l':'0J, be,Jause of several factors. First, this was the first FIREX 
coaduc':;'8d in the Republic of Vietnam as well as the first one conducted 
in the hostile environment of counterinsurgency operations. The 
successful completion of the FIREX without hostile incidents or large 
errors in coordination is considered the result of the excellent 
cooperation exhibited by all involved units. 

b. The Republic of Vietnam was most cooperative in g~nng permission 
for the HAWK FffiEX and in allOt-ling the Harine Corps use of off-shore 
waters, and air space at the firing site. This coordination was 
effected by liaison between 1st pUJ:IfJ, III IvlAF, 2nd Air Division, CCMUSMACV 
and the Republic of Vietnam. 

c. Notices to local fishermen, notices to ships at sea and NOUiMS 
were published which described the firing area and the time fr<~e of 
the exercise. Overall, these notices served their purpose well. 
Generally, the range area of sea and airspace was declared olear before 
firing was scheduled. On most occasions l"hen the r2.l1ge was penetrated 
by surface vessels a range clearance helicopter ,vi th J.oudspeaker 
aboard was able to divert the vessel. On other occgsions, when vessels 
would not divert, the delay was short enough so that the scheduled 
firing of the day was completed. 

A combination of radar surveillance by Hi;'CS-7 at Chu Lai, 
'MASS-2 TPQ-lO and 2nd LAJ~1 Bn radar at the firing site, cross-tell plots 
from 2nd Air Division. eRC Panama, as well as visugl observance from 
the firing site was sufficient to adequately survey the range area. 

d. Coordination diffieulties were experienced betvleen participants 
because of their varied locations. These difficulties consisted 
primarily of time delays in passing schedule changes to units a.t 
DaNang from Chu Lai. However the versatility of vc-5 and VC .. ] in 
having a variety o£ tag~..:;readily available ;"Tas most instrumental in 
keeping the FIREX on schedule. Cornnnmications, with rare exception 
worked quite well between the TAa:::, drone control, the aircrClft, and 
tho firing site. 

e. Logistic coordination was necessarily difficult because of 
field conditions and separation of participants~ However, arrangements 
were worked out which satisfactorly provided sufficient operating ramp 
space for aircraft, billeting and messing, ground handling equipment, 
and communications. A great deal of the success of the logistic effort 
during the actual FIREX is dUE to participating units, external to 
IstMAW, adapting readily to conditions considerably less desireable 
than normal. 

f. CCMMENTS AND RECQ1MENDATIONS 

(1) COMMENT: Coordination within local aircraft groups could 

have been more detailed. CC;t'.J,FI,D\Er~4TrAL 
4-1 Enclos-Ul"e. (J.) 
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FFCC;1.:~N;J~T:::0NS: More detailed briefings should be given 
to 2j:rr.:,Oi2'··; r:'):·;.l,~: '='P(:':·a.t:'.!1g in the local area to ·a.3sure they honor the 
c1:~n;p3r;c: .\j .':l. "j'.Y'8. j,,";:a:l1ed bri.efings should be given the drone 
r~·yy;,rer;r ':1c>.c,~,,~,,~;:.3, This shortccnr.ng was brought about by communica­
t.~.Qn ,h(,':I. c.;:\:c·,:r~,: :)d .• ,-;;cn. DaNang and Chu Lai and to much reliance on 

(2) COIJE'1~~NT: ViStlcll observation at the firing site was of 
greater imp0r'~[lxJ0e thajJ s..."1Ucipated because of the close proximity 
of Chu Lai airs·:~rip. They will be increased for the .next FlREX~ 

RECONI1ENDATION: IJone. 

(3) Co!~1ENT: The success of the coordination effort can be 
evaluated as the result of the excellent cooperation shown between nil 
units participating in this FlREX. 

RECOMMENDATION: None. 

4-Z Enclosure (1) 
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5. INTELLIGENCE 

a. Location of possible enemy units are not listed in this report. 
At the st~~t of the FIREX the last known location of enemy units was 
plotted. They were listed in ref. (a). However, because the enemy can 
and does move, the informqtion was of questionable nature. It was 
assumed the enew.y could harass the FIREX site by sniper fire, small 
~s raids, or by infiltration. 

It was also known that Soviet AGI (Intelligence Collector) ships 
/ operated in WESTPAC and could possibly observej interfere, or monitor 

the FIREX. 

, 
,/ 

b. It was necessary to publish a notice of the danger area to 
local fisherinen at the firing site. It can be assumed'that the enemy, 
therefore, knew of the FIREX. However, there were no incidents during 
the exercise. The local fishermen cooperated in keeping the range clear. 
There was no known ECM interference or monitoring by the enemy. The 
immediate location of the firing site, Mui-An-Hoa island, is rc;,ther 
heavily populated by Vietnamese. The continued friendly relations 
between these people and the Marines on the island was responsible for 
the lack of incidents. 
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a. Logj.stic requirements.for .a FIREX of this size nre considerable. 
The effort can be divided into two phases; p:r·epL1):f~t~.on and execution. 

b. During the preparation phase equi.rJrnent aLdi.lni.ts were 
positioned at their various locations. Nine of ~,t,e FlREJ{ missiles liTere 
shipped to DaNang by LST from Okinm,a. The rema:::'ning twenty-severi 
were transported to Chu Lai by the USS catamount Hhich arrived on 
3 Dec 1965. 

VC-3 arrived at DaNang by two C-118 aircraft from NAS North 
Island, California and \,as transported to Chu 1ai by Marine C-130. 

vc-5 flew their Otm aircrrtft to DaNang vlhere they established 
a base camp. Two C-130 from NiJ{li. and one C-124 from ATSUGI flew 
personnel and equipment to DnNangc 

c. Dt~ring the eXe::c'.ticn pha.se vc-5 WEts supported at Dar'!ang by 
varj.ou:.=: m:rLt.". J.st I,jiJN Bn provided billetingo' messing, and 
transpo:rtacioD" G.fL'.)ors of vc-5 were billeted iIi the Wing Headquarters 
Compcr .... ,nd, Ts;npo:::a:cy st.orage, maintenance and operational facilities 
.1ere er:.~ected bj' ~1iHG-l on a newly constructed taxi strip at the north 
end of the DaNang airstrip. Refueling and tOlving services 1-TaS 

provided by ruiG-Il which also furnished a missile repair shop. 
Co~~unications were established at this site by ~nVHG-l. Wrecker and 
fork lift service was provided as required. Billeting and messing 
facilities were provided by 2nd Li.iJ'I Bn at the firing site for VC-3 
and the HIT team. MASS-2 installed a AN/TPQ-IO radar at the firing 
site and furmshed their awn billeting. They Here furnished 
messing facilities by 2nd IJWM En. 

d. Logi.stic support of the firing site required a means of 
water transpoX'°c,ation. On occasion, the available LeN bOats had to be 
utntzed for higher priority tasks which degraded the support effort. 

e.. During the FIRF.JC, vc-5 performed many }ogistics lifts of 
equip1fi2nt and personnGl. They utilized every opportunity to furnish 
tra~GPortation'to ~~pport the FIREX. 

f. COMMENTS AND RECCl1MENDATIONS 

(1) CQ1}'lENT: The logistic effort was handicapped because of 
the short lead time o 

RECOMMENDli.TION: The previous recommendation that 
suggested an earl:~'3r tiIne fr!.i."1e for allocation of air a nd sea space 
for the FIREX should solve this problem. 

(2) COMMENT: Missiles for the FIREX arrived late. 

1. I,~'''' 'I; • -"'" -~' .~~".. '""~, t:tt 

",.'" Ehcl600re {l.)' '. ""; .,,, 
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RECCNMENDATION: Nissiles for rmy future FIREX should 

be pl"Qpositioned long enough ahead of the exorcise to allow adequate 
time for check-out. 

(3) COMMENT: Need for water transportation to resupply the 
firing site was a detrimental factor. 

RECONI'1ENDATION: That during any future FIREX at this 
particular sito more LCI'-1 vehicles be made available for support. 

7. ADHINISTRATION 

a. There were no unusual administration problems during FIREX 65. 
Units performed their own administration. ~~G-l furnished safe 
storage of classified traffic for vc-5 throughout the exercises. 
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0." SO:'1l1l:"'1ications was one of the problem areas during the planning 

phase bt~t :it worked well during the operation. In general, the 
eOffiol1u:r.:t..,:".',j.ons as established were normal to a TAOC environment. The 
TAOC W2.3 located at a distance from the firing site, vThieh is normal, 
and it functioned as designed. UHF communications were established 
between the drone launch and r".nge sweep aircraft, the TACC and a vc-5 
drone control VAN. This was all on one net. It worked well because 
the general schedule of events allowed uS'age for a sequence of events 
so that seldom did the net become too crowded. 

In general, the communications nets peculiar to the HAWK FIREX 
worked better than the existing wire and radio nets between in-country 
units. Hany times the nets from Chu 1ai to DaNang were too poor for 
usee This did not materially do::'ay the shoot but made adm1m:atl'ation 
traffic difficult. 

b. Th8re was, at one time, difficulty with drone beacon frequencies. 
The frequency used by v.e; ... 5 in the BQM-3hA beacon was cleared and 
allocated by COMUSIIMCV for use by vc-5 and 1st YllM. This frequency was 
round to interfere with same similiar equipment operated by the U.S. 
Air Force in Vietnam. Although the frequency had not been cleared for 
ttse by the Air Force the FIREX participants cooperated by coordinating 
usuage time with the Air Force and ultimately changed frequencies 
so there would be no interference. 

c. CCMMENTS AND RECQI:IMENDATIONS 

(1) CCM[1ENT: Administrative nets were not as reliable as 
operational nets. 

RECCMMENDATION: The previous recommendation that 
participants operate from the same airfield enclave should solvo this 
problem 

(2) COY~NT: Drone Control Interference. 

RECCMMENDATION: The interference problem was solved this 
til!Je by cooperation between the users during the FIREX. It is 
recommended that this interference problem be researched morc 
thQroughly next time and that U.S. Air Force honor frequency assignments 
given to FIREX participants. i1 2 1 ; 
!UI H; 3 J? , 'to £ J 7 • 

(3) COMMENT: Ship to shore frequencies were not listed in the 
communication plan. 

RECOMMENDATIa~: That the international 1istress frequency 
of 500 KC, MSTS Conunon frequency of 4150 KC, and the Navy Harbor Connnon 
frequenc,y of 2716 KC be included in the eonununication plan for use in 
range clearance. 
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OFFICE OF THE CHAPLAIN 
MARINE WING HEADQUARTERS GROUP 1 

FIRST MAW, III MAF 
FPO SAN FRANCISCO 96601 

12: January 1966 

From: MilHG-l Chaplain 
To: S-3 Officer 

Subj: ,Command Chronology for December 

Ref: Group Order 5750.1 

1. Morale and Religious Programs 

a. Roman Catholic. Two Masses on 8lUlday at 0800 and 1730. Mass is also 
held on the first friday of each month at 1730. Catholic Coverage at this 
time is provided by Chaplain Dillon (MAG-ll) and Chaplain McGuire (Di v • ) 
because MWHG-l does not now have a Catholic Chaplain. During the month of 
December a Special Mass was celebrated by Cardinal Spellman. Transportation 
was arranged for those who desired to attend this mass. 

b. Protestant. Two Sunday Services are provided for those of the Protestant 
faith. These are at 0930 and 1930 in the Marine Chapel. The 0930 Service 
is conducted by the III MAF Chaplain and the Wing Chaplain. The 1930 Service 
is conducted by the MWHG-l Chaplain. In addition to these services, the 
MWHQ..1 Chaplain conducts SlUlday Services at 1st IJ\AM at 1015 and at ItC" 
Battery on Hill 327 at 1300. A Bible Study Class is also held on Wednesday 
at 1900. 

c. Jewish. Service is held for the Jewish personnel on Friday at 1930 
and on Saturday at 0830. These Services are under the direction of the 
Division Jewish Chaplain. 

d. Special Services. 

1) Christmas Services. Several Special Worship Services were b3ld in 
the MWHG-l area during the Christmas Season. On Christmas Eve Rear 
Admiral James Kelly, CHC, USN held a Special Service in Marine Chapel. 
Other Services were: Catholic, Episcopal, Protestant Communion, all 
at Marine Chapel. Mass and Protestant Worship were also conducted at 
1st LAAMS. On Christmas Day 1'188s and Protestant Worship were held at 
both Marine Chapel and 1st LAAMB. 

2) Hanukkah Services. Six of the eight Hanukkah SerVices were con­
ducted at Marine Chapel. 

3) RLDS Services are held on Sunday at 1300, Episcopal Services at 
1600 and on the 1st Sunday ot each month Lutheran Communion is observed 
in Marine Chapel. 
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e. Films. During December two Religious films were shown to IIC" Battery 
on Hill 321. 

2. Civil Af'fairs and Welf'are Activities. 

a. A.ttended a Luncheon at the EvangeliCal. Protestant Church of Hai Chau. 

b. Delivered three loads of scrap wood and soap to the Sacred Heart 
Orphanage. 

c. Accompanied the Commanding Officer of MASS-2 as he delivered a gift 
of 11,100 Piastel'S to the Evangelical Protestant Church of Hai Chau. 

d. Delivered a load of scrap wood and soap to the Worldwide Evangelization 
Crusade Orphanage. 

e. Made an ofrical visit to the Christian and Missionary A.lliance Compound. 

Very respectfully, 

~~jV ;::J2A~£) 
Gerald T. Richards 
LTJG, CHC, USNR 
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