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SECOND ENDORSEMENT on CG, 1st l\1AW Itr 3:WJC:jrg over 5750 
Ser: 003AI0371 of 13 April 1971 

From: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code HD) 

Subj: Command Chronology for the period of 1-31 March 1971 

1. Forwarded, noting the following discrepancies: 

a. Appendix 5; MAG-II Command Chronology, Part IV 
(Supporting Documents): 

(1) MABS-ll Command Chronology, Part IV (Supporting 
Documents) not provided. 

(2) VMA(AW)-225 Command Chronology, pages 1 thru 4 
illegible. 

b. Appendix 6; 1st MAW Group Situation Reports - March 
1971: 

(1) MAG-16 SITREP from 060001H to 062400H March 1971 
and reports from the sa~e period not provided. 

(2) MAG-16 SITREP from 100001H to 102400H March 1971 
and reports for the same period not provided. 

c. Appendix 7; 1st MAW Daily SITREP Reports - March 1971: 

(1) 1st MAW srrrREP 2035, period from OlOOOlH to 
012400H March 1971 not provided. 

(2) 1st MAW SITREP 2037, period from 030001H to 
032400H March 1971 not provided. 

(3) 1st MAW SITREP 2046, period from l20001H to 
122400H March 1971 not provided. 

(4) 1st MAW SITREP 2049, period from 150001H to 
l52400H March 1971 not provided. 
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3/LWB/lsm 

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1-31 March 1971 

d. Appendix 8; 1st MAW FRAGS (FW and HELO)-March 1971, 
1st MAW BELO FRAG Order for 28 March 1971 not provided. 

2. By copy of this endorsement, the Commanding General, 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing, is requested to submit the documents 
cited above directly to CMC (Code HD) within 30 days, with 
notification of submission provided this headquarters. 

Copy to: 
CG, III MAF 
CG, 1st MAW 

/I '. ~. ,. " • , ," :.~,'" 
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~CLASSIFIED upon removal of enclosure (1» 

-- F~ENDORS~~NT on HQ, 1st MAW Itr 3:WJC:jrg 5750 

From: Commanding General, III Marine Amphibious Force, FMF 
To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code HD) 
Via: Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1-31 March 1971 

1. Forwarded. 

Downgraded at 3 year intervals 
Declassified in 12 years 
DOD Dir 5200.10 

By direction 
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Fl.'O San Francisco 96602 

SECRET 

From: 
To: 

Commanding General 
Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code HD) 

.3:ttJC:jrg 
5750 
Ser: 003A10371 
13 April 1971 

Via: (1) Commanding General, ITl Marine Amphibious Force 
(2) Commanding GeneraJ., Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1-.31 l~ch 1971. 

Ref: (a) MOO P5750.1B 
(b) FMFPac£) 5750.8B 

Encl: :/ (1) 1st Mar:lne Air craft Wing Command Chronology 

1. In compliance with the prov.i.aions set forth in references (a) and 
(b), enclosure (1) is hereby submitted. 

2. Upon removal of enclosure (1) this document is downgraded to unclas­
sified. 

Downgraded at 3 year inter'TaJ.s 
Dec1assified in 12 years 
DOD Dir 5200.10 

~~~~ 
By direction 
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HEADQUARTERS 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Fleet Marine Force Pacific 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 
1 - 31 March 1971 

INDEX 

PART I - ORGANIZATION.AI.. DATA 

PART II - NARRATIVE SU ~1MARY 

PART III - SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

P.ART IV - SUPPORTING:DO GlJMENTS 
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1. DESIGNATION 

1st MAW 

MltJHG-l 

MAG-ll 

MAG-16 

MAOO-18 

2. LOCATION 

1-31 r!arch 1971: 

). STAFF OFFICERS 

CHIEF OF STAFF 

ACofS, G-l 

ACofS, 0-2 

ACofS, G-3 

ACofS, G-4 

ACofS, GOO 

ACofS, OOMPT 

DECLASSIFIED 

e 

PART I 
ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

OOMMANDER 

MajGen .Alan J. ARMSTRONG 

ASST ror1MANDER 

Blen WUliam C. QUINN 

SUWRDINATE UNITS 

LtCol Gordon H. BUCKNER II 

Col Albert C. rol1l1ERENK 

Col Lewis C. STREET III 

LtCol Francis L. DELANEY 

Danang, Republic of Vietnam 

Col Jack R. SLOAN 

Col Donald OONROY 

Col Vernon CLARKSON Jr. 

Col Rex C. DENNY Jr. 

Col D. L. DAVIS 

LtCol Robert G. HAGGARD 

Col lvalter L. REDIDND 

2 
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01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 March 

01-31 }farch 

O1-jl March 
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4. AVERAGE I-DN'lHLY S'lRENGTH 

US}1C USN TOTAL 

Officers: 727 39 766 
Enlisted: 5,008 123 5,1)1 

Total: 5,735 162 5,897 

PART IT 
NARRATIVE SUM~Y 

The 1st Mar:i:ne Aircraft W':i:ng continued to fly in support of operations 
conducted throughout Military Region I. Fixed Wing aircraft flew 1, ,0, 
sorties and dropped 1,565.9 tons of ordnance. Helicopters flew 20,~5 
sorties and carried 40,717 tons of cargo and 27,163 passengers. Dur:i:ng 
this period 3 helicopters and no fixed wing aircraft were lost due to 
direct enemy action.' 

PART TIl 
SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SlGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. OPERATIONS SUPPORTED 

a. During the Month of' l'~rch 1971, there were eleven operations 
in effect throughout Military Region I. Support was recored for five 
of these operations. 

(1) Jefferson Glen: Commenced C5180m September 1970, with the 
10lst Airborned Division (AM) conduc1;:i:ng search and clear operations in 
Quang Tri and Thua Thien Provinces. Fixed Wing aircraft flew a total of 
125 Borties dropping 396.4 tons of ordnance. IDA for this month was 1 
KBMA, 17 bunkers destroyed, 1 bunker damaged, 9 secondary explosions, 12 
secondary fires and 1 road cut. 

(2) Imperial Lake: Commenced 3109300 August 1970. Fixed wing 
aircraft supported the operation by flying 127 sorites and dropping 359.8 
tons of ordnance. IDA for this period was 3 structures destroyed, 1 
bunker destroyed, 1 bunker damaged, 1 secondary explosion, 3 secondary 
fires, 1 bridge destroyed and 1 gun destroyed. 

(3) Finney Hill: Fixed wing aircraft flew 3 sorties while drop­
ping 17.8 tons of ordnance during this reporting period. IDA for this 
month was 1 secondary explosion. 

3 Enclosure (l) 
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(4) Middlesex Peak: During the month of March 1971 fixed wing 
aircraft flew 9 -sorties dropping 29.9 tons of ordnance. The reported 
EDA was 5 KBm.. There was no helicopter support during this per~od. 

(5) Lamson 719: Collmlenced 30060CH January 1971, with the 1st, 
2nd and 3rd RVN Divisions conducting an offensive in Southeastern Laos. 
Fixed wing aircraft new a total of 636 sorties, dropping 1,457.4 tons of 
ordnance. EDA credited to these flights was 1 KBl4A, 192 secondary 
explosions, 56 secondary fires, 12 bunkers destroyed, 1 bunker damaged, 
10 trucks destroyed, 6 trucli:s damaged, 1 guns destroyed, 5 guns damaged, 
4 structures destroyed, 4 structures dalllBged. Helicopters new 1,393 
sorttes for 648 hours transporting 1,490.8 tons of cargo. 

2. SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

CJ7 March 1911 

23 March 1971 

29 March 1971 

VMA-31J. completed its L6,OOOth combat 
sortie .. 
Ref: J.1AG-ll c. C. (C) 
(App 5 to FMA.\V' C. c) 

VMD-2 held a special formation to honor 
those Harines who served with the 
Squadron during its tour in Vietnam. 
Among the guests were: 

LtGen. D. J. ROBERTSON, OJ nI MAr 
MajGeno C. F. 'WODDECKE, <Xl 1st l·wu)IV 
MajGeno A. J. ARMSTRONG, <Xl 1st MAW 
Blen. U. R. QUINN, Asst. CG 1st MATti 
Blen. B. H. S~NS, Asst. CO 1ST MARDIV 

~~1AF roceived e~t (8) incoming rockets 
at 025SH resulting in minor damage to one 
and major damage to another UH-IE of 
HML-167. 
Ref: 100-16 C. c. (S) 
(APP 3 to FrW'i c. c. ) 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (1) 

SECRET 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

30 March 1971 

30 March 1971 

3. CASULTIES 

While conducting an emergency medevac 
a CH-46D of HMM-262 was blown in half 
by a command detonated mine. 
Ref: MAG-16 C. C. (3) 
(App 3 to FMAW C.C.) 

While hovering in the zone during an 
emergency medevac a CH-46D from HMI1262 
received fire and burst into flames. 
Ref: MAG-16 C. c. (S)' 
(App 3 to FMAU C. C. ) 

a. The following is a breakdown of 1st Marine Aircraft tYing casualties 
sustained during the month of February 1971. 

HOSTILE NON HOSTnE 

KIA vru tVIA(E) DOWm CPT MIS DTH - DlJ TOTAL 

1 13 1 0 0 001 7 23 

4. LOG IST! CS 

a. Ordnance. A total Qf 721 firebombs, 1,01.7 CBUts 10,129 air-to .. 
surfaCl? rockers; 473,986 rO'UIlds of gun armnunition and 1,459 aircraft 
paraflares were expended during the month of March 1971, represents a 
total of )865 tons. 

b.Motor Transport. 

(1) The Wing Motor ~ansport assets are as follows: 

Navy Section "1'1l' vehicles 
USr1C vehicles 
Commercial vehicles 
Total 

d. Engineer. 

24 
480 
65 
~ 

(1) Arresting gear currently operational: 2 M-2l t s 

(2) Arresting gear currently but not operational: 9 M-21's 

Enclosure (1) 
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,. PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

a. All significant events occurring during the month. of March were 
covered by Public Affairs writer/photographer teams. These teams 
accompanied helicopter crews on all major helicopter operations as well 
as numerous medical evacuations" resupply and transport missions. There 
were 36 news releases for this reporting peP.iod. 

6. ADMINISTRATION 

a. During the month of 11arch 1971, 98 officers and 844 enlisted 
personnel rotated from 1st Imine A1rcrai't Wing to: 

roOOS 

Other lJestPac Commands 

69 officers 
7 La enlisted 

29 Officers 
103 enlisted 

b. Dur:ing the month of March ,3 officers and 219 enlisted personnel 
joined 1st ~far:ine Aircraft 'W':ing from: 

WestPac Commands 

Other than WestPac 

4 officers 
113 enlisted 

49 officers 
106 enlisted 

c. During the month ot !JIarch, 12 enlisted personnel extended their 
overseas tour. 

d. Reenlistments rates for March were as follows: 

Elig. 
Reenl. 

7. PERSONNEL 

CAREER FIRST TEm1 

63 
13 

TOTAL 

88 
37 

a. 'Wing Chaplin Divine Services weI'S conducted at all Wing 
facilities. The follOWing is a tabulatilln of VoTing Chaplain services 
and attendance. 

DenOmination SUN ATT iiKDAY ATT TOT SER TOT ATT 

Protestant 
Catholic 
IDS 

13 382 
29 7Ll 

7 70 

o 0 
66 286 
3 21 

6 
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13 
95 
10 

382 
1,027 

91 
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8. INTELLIGENCE 

a. During the month of March 1971 the 0-2 Division continued to 
mainta.1n and disseminate information concerning enemy order of battle 
and enemy air and anti-aircraft capabilities. There continues to be 
a noticeable lull :in activity, with the VC/l'lVA emphasis remaining on 
incidents directed against the GVN's pacification effort. 

b. During the month of March 1971 the Air Combat Intelligence 
Branch continued to collect information on anti-aircraft activity and 
weapon positions in North Vietnam, Laos a nd South Vietnam; the devel';' 
opment of infiltration routes along the Laos and South Vietnam border; 
enemy aircraft; and the electronic order of battle. Additionally, 
the Branch prepared graphic aid to brief the Commanding General and 
his staff, and issued tUng Reconnaissance Bulletins. 

9. AIR OPERATIONS 

A. Fixed Wing 

Total Fighter/Attack sorties 
In-country Attack sorties 
Out-of-countr,y Fighter sorties 
Commando Bolt/Steel tiger 
Out-of-countr,y air defense 
(BARCAP, IflGCAP) 
Total VR/FAC(A) sorties 

B. Helicopter 

Total sorties 
Total nigh t hOurs 
Total tons of cargo 
Total passengers 
Total tasks 

C. Reported IDA in Country 

4 WBMA 
19 KEMA 
62 Structures destroyed 
18 structures damaged 
57 Bunkers destroyed 
21 Bunkers damaged 

153 Secondary fires 

1,505 
527 

o 
740 

o 

250 

20,435" 
6,588.4 

40,717 
27,453 ,,2,2 

25 Secondary explosions 
4 Caves destroyed Enclosure (1) 
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1 Boat destroyed 
2 Boats damaged 
3 Road cuts 

DECLASSIFIED 

, .,0 cal position destro~d 
1 Gun destroyed 
3 Bridges destroyed 
7 Bridges damaged 

d. Reported IDA for Ccmmando Bolt/Steel Tiger 

24 Structures destroyed 
6 Bunkers destroyed 

390 Secondary explosions 
1JA Secondary fires 

69 Trucks destroyed 
7 Trucks damagec: 
3 Road cuts 
4 Gun positions destroyed 
4 Gun positions damaged 
1 Rocket destroyed 
7 Mortars destroyed 
1 ~1ortar damaged 

PART IV 
SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

_ .. ', APPENDIX 1 MARINE WING HEADQUARTERS GROUP-l OOMMAND amONOLOGY (U) / 

J APPENDIX 21ST 11AW NEWS CLIPpmG OBTAlNED m FEBRUARY AND NEVIS I 
RELEASED DISTRIBUTED BY PUBLIC AFFAIRS (U) 

.. APPENDIX 3 MARlNE AIRCRAFT GROUP-16 OOMl·lAND (]{RONDLDGY (S) V 

, . APPENDIX 4 I"lARJNE AIR OOl~TROL GROUP-18 OO~mD CHRONOLOGY (5) ,. 

vAPPENDIX , IJ1ARINE AIRCRAFT GROUP-ll OOMlWID CHRONOLOGY (S) J 
-: . _' (.~ .~ I,t \ 

,'APPENDIX 6 1ST MAW' GROOl' SITUATION REPORTS -' MAR'rn 1971 (S) ) 

> APPENDIX 7 1ST MAW DAILY SITREP REPORTS - MARCH 1971 (8) j . 
... ·?n tr7 (,,!';':-t:2~JtJ8r: .<oa~!lc:c(':" N '~f1c!l.i) 

'. :.'.',:.,;::,.1 APPENDIX 8 1ST MAW' FRAGS (FW & HELO) - H'EBRUARY 1971 (S) 

See attached listing of IITab"s to basic :::ommand Chronology 
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listing of Ti.Bs to Basic Commend Chronology, }lar 1971 

L'.. : AC/S, G~ 1 Command Chrono logy, t.ra r 1971 

B: AC/S, G-4 Command Chronology, ~~r 71 

C; Civil Affairs 0 Command Chronology, ~~r 71 

D: ~xchange Officer Commend Chronology, r~r 71 

E: Hg f.iedica1 Officer Command C:1rono1ogy, Mar 71 
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HEADQUARTEHS 
1st l-Iarine Aircraft ~'fing 

Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
FPO Jan Francisco 96602 

From: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-l 
To: Assistant Chief of 3taff, G-3 

l:JAN:jam 
5750 
11 Apr 1971 

.subj: Command Chronology for the month of r~~arch 1971 

Ref: (a) 

Encl: ~(l) 
-- (2) 

VigO 5750.4 

Key G-l Personnel 
Career Planning Newsletter 

1. In accordance with reference (a) enclosures (1) and (2) 
are submitted. 

2. During the month of IV.ianch 9El officers and 844 enlisted 
personnel rotated from the First j','Iarine Aircraft Tu'Jing to: 

CGt~U0 - 69 officers 
741 enlisted 

Other VlestPac Com:.7Jands: 29 - officers 
103 - enlisted 

3. During the month of rv:arch 53 officers and 219 enlisted perso~!"!' 
.i!nel joined the First r·iarine Aircraft ~'Jing from: 

\'JestPac Commands: 4 - officers 
113 - enlisted 

Other than WeetPac: 49 - ~fficers 
106 - enlisted 

4. During the month of March 12 enlisted personnel extended 
their overseas tour. 

5. Reenlistment rate,s for the month of r'larch were as follows: 

Elig 
Reenl 

CAREE1 

25 
24 

FIRJT TERM 

63 
13 

DECLASSIFIED 

TOTAL 
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6. The following education tests were administered during 
the month of March: 

GED 62 
CLE 5 
ECT 2 

7. During the month of r.'Iarch, 3 requests for Augmentation 
into the regular lv.arine _ Corps, and 2 Neritorious requests 
for Augmentation were forwarded to l1eadquarters, l':arine Ccrps. 

8. Casualties for the month of March were as follows: 

KIA VJIA ~ DOW folIA CPT MIS DTH INJ 'l'Q1TAL 
1 13 1 0 0 0 0 1 7 23 
Total medical evacuees this period - 2$ 

KIA ~lIA '~nAE DO\,i rUA CPT MIS DTH ill TOTAL 

Officers 0 7 1 0 0 0 0 1- 0 9 
Enlisted 1 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 14 
TOTAL 1 13 1 0 J 0 0 1 7 23 

9. Average personnel strength for the month of Iv~arch is 85· 
follows: 

NARIN2S Jlill. TOTAL 

Officers 727 39 766 

Enlisted 500$ 123 5131 

Total 5735 162 5$97 

tJV'~L 
R. R. SI1EAHAN 
By direction 
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BILLIT 

ACofS, G-1 
Asst G-l 
PersO 
AsstPl9rsO 
Carf'lan/EducO 
AdminO 
AdminC 
Division Head 

RO::>TER O?" KEY G-l PERS()NI~E1 

RANK/l~AME 

Col D. CONROY 
1tCol R. R • .3H1AHAN 
Maj R. L. PHILLIPS 
Capt F. J. FUGERS 
lstLt J. P. TR0PE 
C~JO-3 C. G. FILRCE 
Capt F. P. BACA 
GyJgt J. A. r~AR TIN 

DECLASSIFIED 

DATE 

1 - 3U,:ar71 
1 - 31r'lar71 
1 - )ll"'lar71 
1 - 3U1ar71 
1 - 3Ur.ar71 
1 - 19fvlar71 
20 - 3 U.lar71 
1 - 31Ear71 
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HEADQUARTERS 
1st ¥~ine Aircraft Wing 

Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

CONFIDENTIAL [Unclassified Upon Removal of Enclosure (1)] 

From: Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-4 
To: Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-3 

SUbj : Command Chronology for March 1971 

Ref: (a) WgO 5750.1!. 

1!./DES:kgd 
5750 
10 Apr 1971 

Encl: vel) Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with the provisions set forth in reference (a), 
enclosure (1) is hereby subnitted. $M ( 

Copy to: 
ACofS, G-4 (1) 
AMO (1) 
Ord 0 (1) 
F.mb 0 (1) 

GRoup-4 
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS 

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 10 YEARS 

;:~~vVfJ 
D. L. DAVIS 
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PART I 

PART II 

PART III 
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HEADQUARTERS 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

COMMAND CHRONOLnGY 

1 March to 31 March 1971 

INDEX 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

SEQUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT 
EVENTS 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

L~J 
DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

DESIGNATION COMMANDER 

1. Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 Colonel D. 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

N/A 

ATTACHED UNITS 

N/A 

2. LOCATION 

Quang Narn Province, Republic of Vietnam 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Assistant G-4 LtCol M. 

Aircraft Maintenance Officer LtCol J. 

Log/Ops/Plans/Admin Officer Major C. 

Embarkation Officer Major B. 

Motor Transport Officer Major O. 

Ordnance Officer Major R. 

Engineer Officer Major D. 

Food Service Officer CWO-2 L. 

4. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH 

USMC 
OFF/ENL 

17 34 

USN 
OFF/ENL 

o 0 

2 

OTHER 
OFF/ENL 

o 0 

DECLASSIFIED 

L. DAVIS 

J. NEEDHAM 

B. PIERCE 

K. SIME 

G. BUTCHER 

J. ROBERTSON 

L. SPICER 

R. HINES 

MORGAN 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

1. LOGISTICS 

8.. Air Freight and Air Delivery 

(1) During the month of March 1971, the following cargo was 
transported by Marine KC-130 aircraft: 

(a) Cargo Receipts (General Cargo) 

FROM: CONUS 

FROM: INTRA WESTPAC 

o SIT 

64.2 SIT 

(b) Cargo shipments and awaiting shipments from RVN 
(General Cargo) 

MOE/APOD USMC DOS 

DANANG/CUBI PT 9.9 SIT o o 

NOTE: The above does not refleet consigned to FLC. 

b. Embarkation 

(1) Recapitulation of events for the month of March 1971: 

(a) On 10 March 1971,. the USS ST LOUIS (LKA-116) docked at 
Pier #1, Deep Water Pier, and commenced loading DET VMFA-115, HMH-364 (-) 
and DET FLC of Embarkation Unit III, Increment VI, Keystone Robin Charlie. 
Completed loading 112024H March 1971. 

(b) On 13 March 1971, the Wing Embarkation Officer departed 
for Hawaii to attend the CINCPACFLT Preliminary Movement Planning Conference 
on assigned shipping for Increment VII. Returned on 22 March 1971. 

(c ) On 24 March 1971, five (5) UH-1E' s from HML-167 were 
flown aboard the USS DENVER (LPD-9) for transfer to MAG-36, Futema, 
Okinawa. 

3 ENCLOSURE (1) 
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c • Ordnartce 

(1) A total of 721 firebombs, 1,017 CBU's 20/24/55, 473,986 
rounds of gun ammo, 1,459 paraflares, 10,129 air to surface rockets 
were expended for a total of 3,865 tons during the month of March 1971. 

(2) Resupply of Class V(A) during March totaled 3,322 tons. 

d. Food Service 

(1) The March 1971 III MAF Consolidated Ration Statement reports 
170,054 rations were fed by 1st Marine Aircraft Wing Dining Facilities 
during the month of March 1971. 

(2) The Ration Dump status shows 112 non-perishable line items 
not in stock. Nine (9) of these line items are essential. 

(3) The Wing Food Service Office will no longer collect monies 
and draw stores for Wing Messes. starting. 1 April 1971, all Wing Messes 
will turn in monies and dra19 subsistence stores through the FLC Food 
Service Office. 

e.Tactical AirfieldFuelDispensirt~system(TAFDS) 

(1) TAFDS equipment currently held by 1st MAW: 

(a) 3 systems TAFDS in use 

(b) 7 systems TAFDS not in use 

(2) Fuel consumption for the month of March 1971 (in U. S. Gallons) 

LOCATION 

MAG-II (Danang) 
MAG-16 

JP-4 

1,878,665 
1,009,557 

AVGAS 

7,390 
1,776 

(3) Normal operations conducted during March 1971. 1 March 1971, 
LZ BALDY refueling operations closed and equipment removed by MAG-16. 

f. Motor Transport 

(l) The Wing Motor Transport assets are as follow.:. 

Navy Section "MII Vehicles 
USMC Vehicles 
Commercial Vehicles 

TOTAL 

4 

24 
480 
~ 

569 

DECLASSIFIED 
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(2) Vehicles dispcsed of during the month of March 1971: 

1 MT15 1 1/4 Ton 
2 Mla5 1 1/2 Ton Trailers (Components of shop sets) 
2 M52 5 Ton Dump 
2 M35Al 2 1/2 Ton Cargo 
1 M543 Trk Wrecker 
1 M38Al Trk Utility 1/4 Ton 

12 Mloa 1/4 Ton Trailers 
1 Mla8 2 1/2 Ton Wrecker 
1 M530 Trk Structural Fire 
1 M50 Trk Water 

(3) New equipment received: None 

(4) Excess equipment transferred to other Major Conunands: 

TO: 7th Engineers III MAF 

1 Dump Trk M51A2 

TO: 1st Engineers 

1 Dump Trk M51A2 

TO: MCSC Barstow 

1 Lube & Serv Unit 2 1/2 Ton 
1 Trk Tractor 5 Ton M52A2 
1 Trk Tank Utility M49A2C 

TO: Maint Bn 1st FSR FLC 

1 Trk Dump 5 Ton M51A2 

g. Engineers 

(1) Engineer items on hand: 

Navy 29 
USMC 464 

TOTAL 493 

(2) Items deadlined: 

5 

M28321 
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h. 

(a) Number items deadlined 103 

(b) % deadlined 22% 

(c) % NORS 5.6% 

(d) % NORM 3.6% 

(e) % Rehab 4.9% 

(f) % Transit 3rd & 4th Eeh 1.9% 

SATS 

(1) Arresting gear (M-21) currently operating in FMAW: 

(a) 2 M-21's in use 

(b) 9 M-21's not in use 

(2) Arrestments accomplished during March 1911: 

LOCATION NORMAL :EMERGENCIES 

Danang (MAG-ll) 194 11 

(3) Normal operations conducted during the month of March 1911. 
3 March 1911, Mr. PARSON, SATS/CNFSU Rep, arrived to provide assistance 
for M-21 throttles. 10 March 1971, Mr. PARSON's departed RVN. 

i. FireMarsha1 

(1) Normal fire inspections/prevention conducted during the 
month of March 1911. 

(2) 18 March 1911, USAF relieved MAG-U of Crash Crew 
responsibilities west side Danang airfield. 

(3) 29 March 1971, U. s. Army relieved MAG-U of structural 
fire fighting responsibi1it:es west side Danang airfield. 

6 ENCLOSURE (1) 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTINGS OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. Aircraft Maintenance 

1 March - HMM-364 transferred from 1st MAW to 3rd MAW. 

1 March - VMFA-1l5 transferred from 1st MAW to 1st MAW (Rear). 

5 March - CWO-2 J. W. GRAY, GSE Officer, returned from Maintenance 
and Supply Conference, 

6 March - LtCol J. B. PIERCE, G-4 AMO, and Major G. KIRALY, G-4 AVO, 
returned from Maintenance and Supply Conference. 

10 March - CH-53 Sikorsky modification team arrived for installation 
of aircraft armor plate, 

23 March - VMO-2 stooddown. 

23 March - Major KNIGHT, CFWP, Marine Liaison visited G-4 AMO. 

24 March - Capt HARKIUS USN, CO, NARF North Island visited G-4 AMO. 

24 March - Major KNIGHT, CFWP Marine Liaison, departed RVN. 

25 March - Capt HARKINS USN, CO, NARF North Island, departed RVN. 

31 March - YOV-lO combat evaluatio~ team, OIC Major HAMSON arrived 
to brief Wing and Division on YOV-lO aircraft capabilities. 

2. Base Development Office~ 

3 March - 3rd meeting FMAW/366th TFW USAF Real Estate Working Group. 

12 March - VMFA-l15 living spaces (MAG-II) formally signed for by 
366th TFW USAF. 

18 March - 4th meeting FMAW/366th TFW USAF Real Estate Working Group. 

23 March - MACV Real Estate personnel toured MAG-16. 

24 March - MACV Real Estate personnel toured, MWHG-1, MAG-ll and MACG-18 
Compounds. 

7 

DECLASSIFIED 

ENCLOSURE (1) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

( ' ;/' ,c, ) 



... < 1 • 

DECLASSIFIED 

CONFIDENTIAL 

27 March - 4th meeting FMAW/US Army Real Estate Working Group 
on turnover MAG-16 Air Facility 

29 March - 5th meeting FMAW/366th TFW USAF Real Estate Working 
Group 

8 ENCLOSURE (1) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

HFADQUART"8RS 
1s t Mnrine Aircraft 'Wing 

Fleet ~Iarine Force Pacific 
FPO, San Francisco, 96602 

46:NSH:tpc 
5000 
6 April19?1 

From: Wing Civil Affairs Officer 
To: Cormnanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing (Attn: Q-3) 
Via: Assistant Chaif of Staff, General Services Officer 

Subj: Command Chronology 

Ref; (a) MCO P5750.1A 
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8A 
(0) Wgo 5750.4 

Enol: J (1) Command Chronology for the month of March 1971 

1. In accordance with reference (a.), (b'), and (c) the command chronology 
for the month of March 1971, is hereby submitted as enclosure (1). 

;::d~ 
N. s. H~LL 

I 
/ 

/ 
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COMMAND CHRONOLOGY - -
Part Ie Organizational Data 

1. Organization location Period 

Wing Civio Action Danang, RVN 1-31 March 1971 

2. Section Stat..! 

Wing Civic Action Officer, 1-31 March 1971. IstLT. N. S. HALL 

3. Ayerage Strength for March 1971 

O£ficer- 1 Enlisted- 4 

Part II. Narrative 

1. Due to the retrograde of the Wing Civil Affairs the Vietnamese Charitable 
Fund has been dissolved. This fund, totalling $1,452.30, 'Was divided and 
distributed to the following msti tutions for use in their Vietnamese projects: 

Danang Assistant Nurses Soho01- $284.10 
Crescent Beach Orphanage- $284.10 
Happy Haven Leprosorium- $284.10 
Cao Oai Templet Danang- $200.00 
Catholic Relief Sooiety- $200.00 
Buddhist Pagoda- $200.00 

2. The Civil Affairs Office continued to aid Crescent Beach. Several tons 
of building materials and supplies were delivered to the remote Orphanage 
by Marine Helocopter and U.S. Army Boat. A new school house is nearing 
completion and the ldtchen is being renovat3d. These buildings have been 
made possible by Marines and other un1 ts WhD have donated time and materials. 
The money given them is to be utilized for the purchase of a Citizen Band 
Radio to be used for oommunication between the Orphanage and World Relief 
Society Headquarters • 

.3. Due to redeployment of the 1st MA'11 Dispensary the Med caps at Phuoc Tuong 
have been discontinued. Since the 1st MAW Corpsman have joined the Medical 
Civic Action Program in Februa.ry of 1971 over 10,000 inhabi tents of Phuoc 
Tuong have been treated, The Mad Caps in Co Man, Liem lAc, and Con Dau 
conducted with the aid of the MAG-ll medical personnel treated over 2,100 
patients. The 95th Evacuation Medical Team is continuing to work in the 
hamlet of Hos An. These Mad Caps have treated over 700 patients during 
their work. 

4. The Civic Action Office 1s continuing to work in the help-the-people­
help-themselves. Lumber for the restoration of 51 homes has been dis­
tributed to the needy in the l,oJing AOR. At present the Civic Action Team 
members are assisting the hamlet in a self-developement project of building 
a chicken house for 10,000 chickens. This project is being built in the 
lhmrilet of Phuoc Tuong at the old Wing Civic Action Compound. 
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5. Prior to the departure of the Wing Civil Affairs all projects will be 
terminated or reassigned to other units. 

mCLOSURE(l) 
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Hii:',DrUAp.TS' '3 
1st l'larine 'ircr.'.ft 'Ting 

Flf3ct Nari .118 ForcFIPP.<Icific 
FPO Sun ~r~ncisco, 96602 

Bxchangc Officer 
Assistant Chi",f of rit .. 'lff G-3 
i,ssist"l1t Chicf of ;it-'l.ff GSO 

• 
~''ET/htn 
4066 
6 April 1971 

Command Chronology Heport for pl3riod 1-31 EA.rch 1971 

(a) ~·ring Order 5750··1B 

1. TIc.d'erc;ncc (a) rG('uircs that a crronclop'v report 1;8 subT'littc;d Tl""'nthly. 

? In f'lccordancc HitP rcfo)":mco (8.) thr <,olloT'linE': inforT'lntion is 
submittud. 

(a) NlJHG-1 ACV,VUy operetir.p; s~,tisf" ctori ly at tri~ time. 

(b) H[i.r,-ll 8ct'.vity operatirp s~ti-:;f~ctoril:v at t}1is time. 

(c) I{~G-16 act:.vity oper,"tir..P.' s!ltisf:Jctorilv At Uis time. 

(d) -'iarehous(] :lomtil"'o hot1'11cen 28 I"eb 71 and ? E;J.r 71 person 
or persons unkn01m cut the padlocks off of 5 concxes 
usod for storagc of cig~rGttes at the Exch~,nge 'l;TI'lrehouse. 
An inventOJ'Y r3vci'ls th2t 51 C;.1 ses of SA.lem ciP"'1ret tes 
lIore missing. The 1st I'jj1! CID :1.nd Victn"\J'1'.rea F:xchanp:c 
Officials Fere notified and P, cl<J.:i.m h8 8 b()~n submit ted 
to the insurance compe,ny ::nd upon approvnl of the claim 
the clccountability ~lill he reduced by t}1c wl.luo of 
mis9inp, ciplrcttes. 

3. !.ll "lcti vitios vera viGit,~d b'T trc :!·xch"lnrro Orl'icer durbe the p~riod 
covered. 
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HEADQUARTERS 
First Harine Aircraft Wing 
Fleet Harine Force Pacific 

FPO San Francisco 96602 

Wing Medical Officer 
Commanding General (Attn: G-3) 

(a) WgO 5759.4 

Enc1: j (1) Medi cal Chronology for the month of March 1971 

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is forwarded. 

~ 
F.C. LEISSE 
CDR, Me" USN 
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WING MEDICAL CHRONOLOGY 

PART I 

1. Key Members 

CDR Fred C. LEISSE, MC~ USN, Wing Medical Officer 
LCDR Donald R. CRAIG, MSC, USN, Wing Medical Administrative Officer 
HMCM Roger E. LINDSAY, USN, Wing Medical Administrative Chief 
HMCS Porter S. DECKER, USN, Wing Preventive Hedicine Chief 
HMC Donovan D. HOFER, USN, Wing Preventive Medicine Chief 
HM2 Donald R. L~{IS, USN, Personnel Clerk 

2. Average monthly strength for First If.AW medical personnel. 

Officers 
Enlisted 

H&HS-l 

03 
20 

MAG-ll 

04 
21 

MAG-16 

06 
25 

PART II 

MACG-18 

01 
07 

1. On 02 Harch 1971 the vling Medical Officer accompanied the Command­
ing General to Khe Sanh. 

2. On 03 Harch 1971 the Wing Medical Officers attended a birthday cel­
ebration at First Medical Battalion corrmemorating the one-hundredth 
anniversary of the Navy Medical Corps. 

3. On 06 March 1971 the Hing Hedical Cfficer and Wing Medical Adminis­
trative Officer attended a luncheon and briefing of all medical officers 
at MAG-16. On that same day, the Wing Medical Officer attended the 
MWHG-l Change of Command ceremony. 

4. On 10 March 1971 the Hing Medical Officer met with all Senior Med­
ical Officers and Senior Enlisted Administrative personnel to discuss 
policy. 

On this same day, the Wing Medical Officer attended the Wing Lead­
ership Council Meeting. 

5. On 12 March 1971 the Hing Medical Officer visited the USS SANCTUARY 
(AH-17) to visit First Marine Aircraft Wing patients and discuss admis­
sion procedures with the Commanding Officer. 

On this date, the Wing Medical Officer, Wing Medical Administrative 
Officer, and Administrative Chief visited ~mG-16 to check on stand­
down procedures. 

Doctor BLACKSHEAR reported for duty and was assigned to MAG-ll. 

DECLASSIFIED 
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6. On 13 March 1971 the Fing Medical Officer conferred with G-3 
concerning immediate round-the-clock notification of personal 
injury. 

7. On 15 March 1971 the Ving Medical Officer visited all First 
Marine Aircraft Wing patients at the First Medical Battalion. 

8. On 16 March 1971 the Wing Medical Officer acted as advisory to 
the Enlisted Symposium. On this same date, the Wing Medical Officer 
attended the Group Commanding Officer's Conference. 

9. On 17 March 1971 the Hing Medical Officer went to MAG-16 to fly 
MedEvac missions as a Medical Aircrewman. 

10. On 19 March 1971 the Wing Medical Officer met with all Senior Med­
ical Officers and Senior Enlisted Admir.istrative personnel. 

11. On 20 March 1971 the VTing Medical Officer met with Captain PARISER 
Me, USN, the First Marine Division Surgeon, and discussed the III MAB 
administrative structure. Later in the day, the Wing Medical Officer 
discussed this same topic with the MAG· .. 16 medical personnel. 

12. On 23 March 1971 all Flight Surgeons attended the Medical Officer 
Task Committee of the Area Aviation Safety Council. 

13. On 25 March 1971 the vYing Medical Officer visited the First Marine 
Aircraft Wing patients admitted to the USS SANCTUARY. On this same 
date, the Wing Medical Officer conferred with the Senior Medic~ Offi­
cer at MAG-ll 

14. On 30 March 1971 the vYing Medical Officer attended the Wing Avia­
tion Safety Council meeting. 

15. On 31 March 1971 the vTing Medical Officer bestowed personal awards 
upon Hospital Corps personnel of the First Marine Aircraft Wing. 
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PUl\LIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 

llst Marine Aircratt Wing 
Fleet Hm:ine Force, Pacifio 

FPC San Franoisco, 96602 

From. Publio Affairs O£iioer 

41:BRF:rls 
5750 
7 April 1971 

To: Assistant Chief of Statf, G- 3, lst M9.rine A1rcratt Wills 
Via, AsSistant Chief ot staff, GeneraJ. Services Offioer 

SUbjl OOlllIll&lld Chronology for: the period of 1-;1 Marcb 1971; sWmission of 

Refl (a) 'igO 5750.4 

News releases distributed ~Pu.blic Affatrs 
News clippings obtained in March 
Personnel roster 

1. All signifioant events occuring during the month of March Wi thin the 1st 
Marine Airaratt Wing 'Were ooftJ:ed by PIl.blic Affairs writers/photographer teams, 
as refleoted in enolosures (1) and. (2). 

2. Dlring the; month of Marcht the: Public Atfairs Office opera.ted with the per­
sonnel listed in enolosure (3). 

3. There were no casualties Dong Public Affairs personnel althrOUSh writers/ 
photographers 8Ccanpanied hel1oop,ters on ma.jor operations, as well as numerous 
medioal. evacu&tions, resupply and passenger missions. !J.1here were 36 news re­
leases dUring the month. Numibers 131-11, 1}2-71, 138-71-, 140-71, 142-71, 143-11, 
144-71, 145-71, 150-71,156-71, 157-71, 1617 71, 165-71, 166-71, 167-71 and 168-71 
were dailY' SitReps. !lb.e SitReps releases a.re not contained in this report. 

a.. News relea.se 162-11 has not been released tram NAOV, MACOI. 

4. !Ibe :f.'ollowing press represant1ves were provided service and operational 
briefings: O:8S. 

a.. During the DIOll ttl of ~cn, 108 ci viJl..:i.an newsmen were provided helioopter 
~a.nsportation to Qlatl8 ~i and Rhe Sanh. 

5.. The photo lab prooessed 5248 prints 1ncJJ.u.ding approJdmately 1069 to accom­
pany stories :f.'or releases. 

6. Training was c01lducted in acoordance With MWHG-1 directives, with the ex­
oeption ot internal MOS training \1hicb. was intensified. 

7. !!he Public A£fa.i.rs Office forwarded 1152 Fleet Home Town News stories during 
the month of March 1.971. . 

A pr.:.c/'Jci, ',r _.;; 
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e. All other categories are not applicable; to the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
PUblic Affairs Office. 
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NAME RANK - SERIAL NO.bIos RT» BIg 

ERAIZllR, R. R. WO-1 0110833/4302 Jun71 PAO 
WITCONIS., L,. E. MGySgt 1390535/4391 Nov71 PA Chief 
MCALL! STER, J. F. GySgt 489619/4391 Aug71 Press Chief 
STOUTfi R. L. Sgt 2012331/0141 Jun11 Admin Chief 
p~. R. R. SSgt 153",21/4312 Js.n72 PtibAf!Ma.n 
GRANT, J. L. SSgt 1606411/4312 Jan12 PubAf'fMan 
OWENS., W. J. sgt 2443169/4313 Apr11 PubA£fMan 
SALTl!R, 0 .. L. Sgt 2429208/4312 Nov71 Pu bAf':1Man 
ALBERs, T. G. Sgt 2514802/4312 Nov71 PIlbA..t't'Ma.n 
CAMPBELL" J. J. Sgt 2463395/4312 Jan72 PubA££'Man 
CRTIZ, S. N. Opl 2581561/4312 Apr71 PubAt:f'Man 
WOLFE, C. T. Cpl 2601591/4312 Oct71 PubAffMan 

m~o -
AlWSIltlNG,.C. H. Capt 083939/4602 Apr71 lhb.:taroftioer 
SLIF.I5R, L. M. SSgt 1910506/4631 Ma.y'11 Photo Chief 
l3LA.KI!l, D. A. Sgt 2449154/4631 Oot71 Photographer 
KANKE, D. Sgt 2458181/463' Js.n72 Photographer 
LANBAM, J. H. Cpl 2405265/6271 Jul71 Photographer 
WRIGHT, J. A. Opl 2410011/6271 Jul71 PhotograIber 
MOEROE" M. E .. ~; 2664261/4631 Oot11 Photographer 

ENOLoSURE (3) 
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100th MISSION-Col. A. C. Pommerenk, MAG·ll co flying aircraft 
#15, heads for home after completing his looth combat mission. 
Three other A·4E· Skyhawks from VMA-311 piloted by LtCol. Ri­
chard T. Lee (#4). Lt Col. Jerry'T. Hagen t #17) and IstLt. Brllcc 
Smith (#19) acompanied Col. Pommerenk on the mission. (USMC 

Photo by Cpl. Sergio Ortiz) 
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VMA-311 
Scores 

RVN First 
By Sgt . .John Campbell 

DA NANG - VMA 311 pilots 
have flown 46,000 combat sorties 
in the Republic of Vietnam, 
more than any other Marine 
fixed-wing squadron has flown 
here. 

Piloting the two A·4 "Sky­
hawks" on the 46,OOOth mission, 
flown March 7, were LtCol. 
Richard Lee, MAG 11 S-3 Offi­
cer, and Lt. Brian Howe. 

Maj. Gen. Alan J. Armstrong, 
CG of 1st MAW, and Col. A. C. 
Pommerenk, MAG 11 CO, were 
on hand when the aircraft touch­
ed down to celebrate the occa­
sion. 

VMA-311's mission is to attack 
and destroy enemy ground tar­
gets. They also support allied 
ground units in MRl. 
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DA NANG - LtCoI. Tho­
mas S. Reap took command of 
HMH-463 March 4 during 
ceremonies at the Marble 
Mountain Air Facility. 

He relieved LtCol. Robert 
R. Leisy, who has been reas­
signed to the staff of MAG-16. 

Prior to assuming his 
., pre,s.ell:t~du.ties, M~)~)J· ... R~ap' . ,. 

i s~rv,d ai'. MAlO:;'16.s.;l~Q[:' I 
fleel' , , . : . .". i 
._. e::: 
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BENEFICIAL SUGGESTION-Cpt. L. E. Stokes, Maint. Section, 
VMO·2, MAG·n, 1st MAW, receives a $50 award from MajGen. 
Alan J. Armstrong, 1st MAW CG, for his suggestion of modifying 
hydraulic power unit fasteners on OV·lO "Broncos" which could 
save •• 0\1.10 .......... ..,per year .onlllaterial and man· 
pft.~r .. (UftllC ..... ' >- ',.', ' 
--~:....-~", 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

e 
L 

FIELD WORK-Red Cross workers Terry Harmon (R) and }'ran 
Welguisz return to their helicopter after visiting Marines atop Hill 
119, 20 miles south of Da Nang. The "Doughnut Dollies" visit Ameri· 
can s. e. rVicell).C!a ... iD.J .. 4e .' . field as part of the recreation program' 
sponmef .,; _ .. ,..~ The CH·" helicopter is from BMM· 
364, _ MA~.~_~~_;,~gt. D. A. Blake) 
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Pilots Return To Khe $an1. I 
(Editor's Note: This is 

the last story by Sgt. Sloat, 
who was killed in a heli­
copter crash near Phu Bai 
while covering the northern 
operations in late Febru­
ary.) 

By Sgt. Gregg Sloat 
KHE SANH - The Marinet; 

have returned to Khe Sanh. 
U.S. Marine helicopters are 

sup p 0 r tin g U.S. Army and 
ARVN forces operating in the vi­
cinity of Khe Sanh. 

Marine CH-53 "Sea Stallion" 
helicopters from a Marine heavy 
helicopter squadron initiaHy ar­
rived at Khe Sanh Feb. 1 to sup· 
port Army units engaged in the 
combined Operation Dewey Can­
yon II in MR-l. On Feb. 8, these 
aircraft began an additional 
mission, providing logistical sup­
port for ARVN forces participat­
ing in the South Vietnamese Op­
eration Lam Son 719 across the 
Laotian border. 

On the first day of the ARVN 
operation, the CH-53s ferried 
more than one million pounds of 
heavy artillery, ammunition, 
food and fuel across the frontier 

AIR SUPPORT-A Marine CH-S3 "Sea Stallion" helicopter hovers 
over tbe pick-up zone prior to beli·lifting a load of amunition to 
ARVN forces engaged in Operation Lam Son 719 inside Laos_ 
(USMC Photo by Sgt. Gregg Sloat) 

from a nearby combat support 
base to the ARVN troops in 
Laos. On that morning, three 
battalions of ARVN Rangers 
were inserted into Laos in an ef­
fort to flush out NVA l'orcesre­
portedly operating in the area. 

The Marine CH53s immediate-

DECLASSIFIED 

ly began carrying the necessary 
equipment across the border 
from a jumping-off point near 
the border. Gun cover for the 
transport helicopters was· pro­
vided by AHl "Cobra" gunships 
from a Marine light helicopter 
squadron. 
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Battle-Weary Vet 
By Cpl. Sergio Ortiz 

DA NANG - "Two-four·sev­
en" they call it. It's a war hero, 
a combat-wise and battered vet­
eran. It seemed to be grinning 
as it received its third decora­
tion. 

As a matter of fact, "Two­
four-seven" seems to be grin· 
ning all the time, but that is part 
of its natural appearance. The 
grin fails to hide the hideous 
scars, grim souvenirs of its last 
battle wounds. 

"Two-four-seven" is the sal­
tiest member of our group," 
said Maj. Paul G. Judkins. "It 

was first wounded during the 
battle of Dong Ha, near the 
DMZ in 1967." 

According to the major, "Two­
four-seven" did not receive a 
Purple Heart when a mortar 
landed under its nose and in­
flicted deep wounds. 

"Two days after. it. was 
wounded, it left Dong Ha' under 
its own power. There were some 
people who thought it would 
surely die," continued Maj. Jud­
kins, patting "Two-four-seven" 
on the side. 

• • T w o-four-seven" survived 
and lived to see the 1968 Tet Of­
fensive where it was wounded 
again in Phu BaL 

Luck was not with it, though. 
"Two-four-seven" was ignored, 
patched up and sent back to Khe 
Sanh without recognition or dec­
orations. 

Two weeks ago it was sitting 
placidly - all 80,000 pounds of it 
- on the Da Nang Air Base 
flight-line when an enemy rocket 
ignited a nearby fuel dump and 
severely scarred its face with 
burns. "That ·was the limit," 
said Maj. Judkins~ OIC of Sub­
Unit 1. VMGR-152, who speaks 
of his aircraft as if they were 
living persons. "We had to give 
it some well-deserved medals." 

"Two-four-seven" is the recip­
ient of a Purple Heart with two 

DECLASSIFIED 

stars that prove all the action it 
has seen in Vietnam. 

"We saw this KC-130 aircraft's 
record and the poor beast had 
literally been through hell," con­
tinued the major. "I was ap­
proached by SSgt. Norman J. 
Keefer who suggested we award 
the a i I' C l' a ft three Purple 
Hearts." 

SSgt. Keefer is a Maintenance 
Chief for VMGR-152. He painted 
the proper ribbon on the KC-
130's fuselage and the entire 
squadron attended the ceremony 
where Maj. Judkins painted the 
two stars. 

"Two-four-seven" is currently 
undergoing "surgery" at MCAS 
Futema in Okinawa. 
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Laos Air Adion 

SIt'~lIwks BI,Ist Retl Tllnks 
By Cpt Tom Wolfe 

DA NANG-Three Russian-built light am­
phibious assault tanks being utilized by North 
Vietnamese troops in Laos were destroyed dur­
ing air strikes by jet pilots from a Marine Attack 
Squadron. 

The flight of A-4 "Skyhawk" jets, led by 
Col. A. C. Pommerenk, CO of the squadron's 
parent MAG, were on a scheduled bombing mis­
sion when they were diverted to aid besieged 
ARVN defenders of FSB 31, eight miles inside 
laos. 

Arriving at the scene of the intense ground 
battle, the pilots found the North Vietnamese 

(Continued Oft !Jllc'Page) 
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Red TonICs D~str()yed 
(Continued From Page I) 

had one tank in position ?n a hill 
top, firing point bl~nk IOta the 
ARVN position. Behmd the hill: 
coming up the road, were 10m 
mOre assault tanks. 

"The South Vietnamese were 
able to silence the one ta~k on 
the hill with their own arllllery 
fire" related LICol. Jerry T. 
Hagen, CO of the squad~on. and 
one 01 the pilots on the lDlSSion. 

"The other four tanks started 
back down the bill, two turne~ 
left and two turned fight, 
LICol. Hagen continued. "Col. 
Pommerenk dropped bombs just 
short of the two tanks gomg 
~outh and cratered the fOad, 

stopping their retreat. T.he sec· , 
ond tank pulled up beside the 
lead tank and stopped." 

With both tanks sitting side by 
side on the road, LICol. .Hagen 
made a bombing run which de· 
stroyed both tanks. ." 

"They knew I was commg, 
stated LICol. Hagen. ."They 
raised their cannons and fired at 
my aircraft." 

The two remaining tanks 
turned north, one off the open 
road and moved into a wooded 
area. The tank remaining on the 
road was destroyed on a bomb 
run by LlCol. Hagen. Th.€ l~st 
enemy tank escaped detecllon 
by remaining under cover ill the 
wooded area. 
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H~Kopters' Rely 

On 'Ground' Pilot 
By Cpl. Sergio Ortiz 

KHE SANH - Maj. Rocco 
Valluzzi is a busy man. 

You will find him everywhere 
in this northwestern part 01 
Quang Tri Province, from Khe 
Sanh to nearby fire support and 
combat bases, to the Laotian 
border. 

For 18 hours a day, the major 
is a dynamo of energy as he 
runs from one place to the other, 
shouting instructions, attending 
briefings and setting up commu­
nications - all part of his job as 
Marine Air Coordination Officer 
in Operation Lam Son 719. 

The most important part of his 
job is to establish a web of sup­
ply for ARVN units in their 
thrust against communist sanc­
tuaries in Laos. 

For his job, Maj. Valluzzi utili­
zes CH-53 "Sea Stallion" heli­
copters from a marine heavy 
helicopter squadron to shuttle 
ARVN supplies to the ARVN at 
the battle front. 

"When I came here on the 
first day of the operation," says 
Maj. Valluzzi during one of his 
few free moments, "I had to 
bulldoze about three acres of 
elephant grass in order to estab· 
lish a clearing where the chop­

RESUPPLY CHOPPER-Maj. Rocco Valluzzl, a pliot from a Marine heavy helicopter squadron, uses pers could land." 
a radio to guide a CH·53 helicopter onto nets carrying supplies to ARVN troops participating in Maj. Valluzzi is a pilot himself 
Operalion Lam Son 719 against communist sanctuaries in Laos. (USMC Photo by Cpl. lobn Wright) ilild has more than 200 missions 

_0 in the "Sea Stallion." 

According to Maj. V alluzzi, 
the helicopters have been mak· 
ing an average of 75 re-supply 
runs daily ioto Laos to get the 
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vi t a I supplies to advancing 
ARVN units. 

"The first day alone," contin­
ued Maj. Valluzzi, "we carried 
more than one million pounds of 
supplies." 

The CH·53's have proven 
themselves so worthy for this 
type of operation that BGen. O. 
E. Smith, Ass't CG of the 101st 
Airborne Div. (Airmobile) com· 
mented, "They have proVided 
priceless help in the most vital 
moments." 

During their runs across the 
border, the CH-53's are pro­
tected by AH-l Cobra gunships 
from a Marine light helicopter 
squadron. 

As air coordinator, the major 
lives in a canvas tent here, a 
place that brings back very 
many memories to him. 

"I was here during the entire 
battle in 1968," he said, "and 
before that, I was here in 1966." 
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Fu.ll Time Doctor 
o Part' "Time Pipet 

By Sgt. Tom Albers 
DA NANG - Occasionally the 

eerie, melodious sound of a mu­
sic almost forgotten can be 
heard from the 1st MAW medi­
cal department. 

Despite his heavy schedule as 
Wing Surgeon, Capt. Donald W. 
Robinson finds time to practice 
on his unique wind instrument, 
the bagpipes. 

Capt. Robinson, of half Scott­
ish descent, was exposed to bag­
pipe music at an early age and 
developed an appreciatio:l for it. 

"I was always interested in 
bagpipe music and abo;]t two 
years ago a friend persuaded 
me to buy a practice chanter 
and give it a try," explained 
Capt. Robinson. 

"This past December, while in 
Australia, I found a shop that 
sold bagpipes and bought a com-

o plete set" he continued. 
Lea1'lling to play the pipes 

wasn't all that difficult fo: Capt. 
Robinson although he warns oth­
ers that "breath control, coordi­
nation and the physically ex­
hausting process of keeping the 
air bag full does take some 
practice to mastel'." 
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HMl-367 Receives 

4 New 'Deadlier' Cobras 
»y Cpt. Sergio Ortiz 

DA NANG - HML-367, has 

acquired four of the deadliest 

Cobras in existence. 

These Cobras are the new AH­

IJ attack helicopters (shown 

above) assigned to the 1st MAW 
squadron lor combat evaluation. 

They are much deadlier than 

their predecessor, the AH-IG. 

The acquisition of the AH-lJ 

will almost double HML-367's 

firepower output. Evaluations 

underway will determine future 

use of the new helicopters. 

"We are the tirst Marine 

squadron to receive the new 

Cobra in a combat zone," com­
mented Maj. Con Sillard, HML's 

XO, "and it's job to combat test 

it. " 
According to the major, the 

AH-lJ is the most ur.ique air· 

craft in the armed forces in­
ventory. 

"The capabilities of the ship 

have not been determined as 

yet," he continued, "but, ac· 

cording to its specifications, it 

will be a great weapon to have." 

The aircraft is equipped with 

new rocket launchers which will 

DECLASSIFIED 

enable its gunner to fire any 

rocket in the pod in any order he 

wishes. It is also equipped with 

dual 20 millimeter guns. 
Unlike the AH·1G,. the new 

Cobras have two engines and a 

greater versatility in flight. "We 

·do not know as yet how effective 

this aircraft will be," Maj. Silo 

lard continued, "but tests con­
ducted under the close observa­

tion of Bell Aircraft, makers of 

the helicopter, will show if it can 

prove itself in combat." 
Two maintenance crews and 

eight pilots arrived with the heli­

copters. 
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Medicina' Music 
BAGPIPE MUSIC usually f'" th • , Donald W R b' I S e aIr W,1enever Navy Capt 
cal office~, halsnsf~:~ l:tm~a~~e Aircraf,t Wing senior medi: 

.,. Scottish descOIlt, was exposed ~ ;'5 ~utles. Robinson, of 
• _ _ 0 agplpes at an early age. 
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/ Viet Marines 
Renovate Club 

DA ~ANG, Vietnam - Enlisted 
tnen of Marine Air Control Group 18 
havlI a renovated EM club, thanks to 
the unit's cumshaw talents and six 
weeks of hard work by volunteers. 

The project has given the club 
, new wiring, a new paint job indoors 

and out,- a new entrance, screened 
and roofed cooking area and new 
plumbing. 

GySgt. Jerry Miller, who took over 
as olub manager January 4, his as­
sistant, SSgt. Robert Older, and 30 
Marines visited Marine, Army and 
Air Force supply units over a wide 
area to secure ,the materials needed. 
They managed to obtain 40 gallons 
of paint, several cases of acoustical 

',: tile, plywood, truck radiator hoses 
'for plumbing, screens, tin ar,d' elec­
~rlcal wire. 
:; Two men, Cpl. John Henry and 

_PFG James Piperata received meri­
fl"ioUS masts for their work on the 
club. ' , ' 

MuJC, a steak fry and f 'cc re­
freshweilts featured the reoptning or 

\ the renov'~ted facility. 
'~~--- -------G 
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TWO NAVY CORPSMEN AID VIETNAMESE GIRL'S SCHOOLING No. 621 (3/19/71) 

DANANG, RVN (NAVNEWS) ••• Nguyen Thi Phuoc, 
friends here, is a 12-year-old with ambition. 

Trying to make her dream possible are two 
the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (1st MAW). 

called Ann by her American 
She wants to become a nurse. 
Navy corpsmen serving with 

Sponsoring her education in a Catholic school near the Wing Headquarters 
are Hospital Corpsmen First Class (HM1) Terrence L. Pangburn of Savannah 
Beach, Ga., and Albert Kerr of Tucscon, Ariz. 

In addition to providing tuition expense, the Navymen pay for her 
school uniforms and have had other clothes made for her. 

Both men are married and have children of their own. Both their wives 
recognize their interest in Ann and have sent her various items of clothing 
and cosmetics. 

Ann pays weekly visits to the MWHG-l Dispensary to visit her American 
friends and to help by writing instructions on medicines issued to Vietnamese 
civilians c.oming to- the.1Uedical facility for treatment. She also a{ds in 
packaging v~rious medicatioris prescribed for civilian patients. 

" l':l"._·_ 

\ 

1111.1./~ 111/ 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
1st Manne A:ircraft W1Dg 

Hilitary Assistance Command, Vietnam 
!PO San Francisco, 96602 

2 March 1971 

400 €:amba.t Sorties 
Release 'Nos 133-71 
By: Qpl.!Cm \lbl!e 

;' 

DAlaNG, Republio o£ Vietnam -- Licu.-OOlBllt Colonel Jerry T. Hagen 
, , 

(Norma, N.D.), CmmanfHng Omoer of Marine Attack Squadron <lMA)-311, 

oompleted his 4001h combat sortie in the A-4E tlSlQbawkl1 jet in the RelUblio 

of Vie tnam Fe1:ruary 2];~' 

_L1lCol. Hasen ba. been 1be squadron oommander since October 1970. . ,. . 

His 400 oombat sorties il'lclude missions flown during his first tour in 

Vietnam durill8 1965-66 with Marine A~omt't Group <MAG)~J2 azul later Wi 'Ih 

MAG-l;, both at 'the dlu tai Air :Base. 
o 

lMA-311 is p;l.rt of MAG-ll, 1st Marine Aircraft W1Jng. 

-usmo-
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Pilot it9scue 
Releaso No: 134-71-
By: dpl. Tom Wolfe 

FOR Ir~EDWE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUJ3LIC A]'FAIRSOl!'FICE 
1st Maxine Ai:J:'uaft Wing 

Mi.1i taxy Assistance Corrnnaud, Vietnam 
FPC San Francisco, 96602 

2 Ma'rch 1971 

DANANG,. Republic of Vietnam---Jet pilots from a Earine Attack Squadron, dropping 

mnokEi bombs from their A-4 "Sk:ihawkt e", aided in the rescue of two U" So A.:i.r Force 

fighter pilots who were surrounded by enemy tL'.OOpSe 

Ms.. jar' R. L. Wood (Asheville, N. C. ) and Captain George E., li'rrmn:n (vlyckcJfi9 N. J.) 

were given the order to scramble when it, was learned that the two pilots; down near 

Fire 81.lppart :Base 31, eight miles inside the Laotian boxder, needed a smoke screen to 

allow rescue helicopters to extL'act them from the enemy intested a;r~a~ 

"We made contact wi th a Forward Air C.oniz.'oller lIlho showed us where he wanted the 

smoke laid," related Major Wood. ''My wingJIlal1? Captain Frommp and I joined up ti~ tly 

and started a high speed descent.» 

IIWe made our run right down above the tree level g " the majoll: oontinued, "and put 

our smoke about 500 to 700 teet; from the downed pilots." 

Using the smoke. screen. cover created by the Skyhawks,. helicopters wex'€; able to 

successfully ev.acuate the downed flyers despite the hea"y concentration of enemy 'troops 

in the are,a .. 

flIt was the first time we had used our smoke bombs,/! stated Major Wood. "We had 

'been called maay- times but this was the first time we were able to utilize them. 1I 

enemy' tire 1Ihicb. ws being direc-ted towards 'lile doNned pilots and rescue aircraf't. 
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thttP Qperatjol:;.s' 
}(' 10a.1?$ . Nf))~ 136",,71 
£;J3 S;;r.t. Jf).lut Campb1:l11 
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::l?UBLIC AFFll.lRS OFFICE 
1st Mairine Air:01:ai't v/ing 

!>1t'1tta:t'Y Aeshtanoe OO£lImand g Vietnam 
F.PO San F.ranQisQc~ 96602 

H>"a.d.qU8/rtieX'51" ~oup..l C1haplain, and NaVY 1,;ioote!Jant Commander Lynn Cooper (Oak 

HaI'l''G:r:9 Wa,EJ.t.)\? Mm:ne Ali:rccr'a.f.t Gl"O';1p=ll Chaplain!! the ©.hildrelti',v a boy and gi:r:l? 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

M:t.l:Ltary Assistanc.e Conuna;nd, Vietnam 
FPC San F.r:ancisco 1 96602 

Tank Busters 
Release No:: 131-71 
By: Cpl .• Tom \-Iolfe 

FOR JliJlI1EDIATE RELEASE 

3 M9.rch 1971 

DANANG, Republic of Vietnam---Three Russian built PT76 light 

amphibious assaw.t tanks being utilized by" North Vietnamese troops in 

Laos were destroy-ed during air strikes by jet pilots fran a Marine 

Attack Squadron. 

The flight of A-4 ItSkyhawlclt jets? led by Colanel A. Co Pommerenk 

(Dana Point" Calif .. ), Coxnma.nding Officer of the squadron's parent 

Marine Aircrafi GrouP9 were on a scheduled bombing mission when they 

were diverted to aid bes:iieged Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) 

defenders on Fire SUPPOlt't Ba.se 319 eight miles inside the Laotian 

border .. 

Arriving at the scene of the intense ground battle" the pilots 

found the North Vietnamese had one tank in position on a bill toP1 

firing pod.nt blank into the ARVN position. Behind the hill? coming 

up the road, were four more assam t tanks" 

ItThe South Vietnmn.ese were able to silence the one tank on the 

hil1. with their own artiller:y fire 9 It related Lieutenant Colonel 

Jerry T. Hag~n (Norma, N .. D.), Commanding Officer of the squadron 

and one of the pilots on the mission o 

"The other four tanks started back down the hill" two turned left 

and two turned ri~t91t LtCol. Hagen continued. tlColonel Pommerenk 

dropped bombs just short of the two tanks going south and cratered 

the road~ stopping their advanc:·e. The second tank pulled up beside 

the lead ta.nk: and stopped .. " 

-m01.'e-
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":Tank "'Busters 
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'-Ii th both tanks 8i tting side by side on '\he road, LtCol. Hagen made 

So bombing run which destroyed both tanks. 

"They knew I was ooming," stated LtCol" Hagen. "They raised their 

ca.nnons and fired a.t my aircraft 0 " 

The two remaining tanks turned north., one turned off the open road 

and moved into a wooded area. The tank remaining on the road was 

destroyed' by a bomb run by LtColo Hagen.. The last enemy tank esoaped 

de-teotion by remainin:g Ulmder cover in the wooded. area .. 

-usmc-
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Suggesticn Award 
Release Nag 139-71 
By'g Sgt .. John Campbell. 

R>R mMliDIATB R.l!:LEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

ro:BLIC AF.FAIRS omCE 
lISt Ma;d.ne A:i.rcraf't Wing 

Hili ta.ry' Assistance Canmandg Vietnam 
F.PO San F.t'ancisoo? 96602 

:3 March 1971 

'BatEFLCIAL scr~~ON ... - C?rporal L. Eo stokBs (Beaufort, S.C.) of Marine 

Ohservation Squaaron ... 2 Naintenance Section~ Mar:in.e Aircra.t't GrauIP11, 

ls't; Marine Airoraf."t Wing (1st MAl.,), l!eceives a $50 cash &.Ward £rom Kajcr 

Gemral Alan J. Ar.mstron,g~ 1st MAW Ccmmanding Genera.lg for his betl@f'i6ial 

suggesticn cf mcdifying 'the hydraulic 'Power mrit fa.steners on the OV=lO 

°HBroneoMwhich could save each. OV=lO sg:ua.dron $2s>lOO a year on material 

and ma..npower .. (Official U .. S .. Marine corps !hoto) 

" 

---.----_ ..... 
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Crew Rescue 
Release No: 141-71 
:By: Sgt. Tom Al bers 

FOR DlMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFll'ICE 
1st Marine Aireraf~ Wing 

Mili.tary Assistanoe Command, Vietnam 
FPO San Francisoo, 96602 

4 March 1971 

DANANG, Republic of Vietna.m=~The crew of a. Maxine Heavy Helicopter Squadron 

again proved the adage ''Ma;d.nes take care of their own" ,Then they braved eneny fire 

to rescue cre;men of another downed Marine trans:pc:rrt chopper. 

The: drama began when ~1ajor Michael J. Wasko, Jr.? (Coatesville, Fa.), fli~t 

leader of tha missio~ be~~ lifting artill~ pieces from an Arm¥ of the Republic 

of Vietnam (ARVN) fire ImPport base eight miles inside the Laotian border to another 

ARVN base desperately in need of thEm. 

The sapport base was under constant mortar and small arms :fire and an several. 

d.i.fferent eccasions the squadron's choppers had been driven out of the &rea despite 

olose air SIlppart by Marine and U. B .. Amy gunships.. The job~ however» was being 

done. 

As Major Wasko hovered his helicopter- over the area, seven to 10 enemy mortar 

rounds exploded nearby g. crippling the airCl'a.ft. 

Captain Robert F .. Wemheuer (Pensacola~ Fla.) and Firs:t Lieutenant Dan Silver 

(Cameron l1 Mee h pilot and ao=pilot of an acoanpan.ying Marine transpoxt helicopter, 

saw the majae. t s bird go down and immediately mi.nrEJd J..tl -with an extract ladder to pick 

up the creve 

lI~hree orewmembers got on the ladder rut the pilot and co""pj.lot weren't in 

sietJ:t, II Captain Wemheuar said. "I had three men on the la.dd.er and the enemy was 

:firing at them so I elected to get out with them and cane back later tl
• 

:Before the captain had a. ohanoe to tetu:rn aU. S. Army 00",,1 I1Hueylt helicopter 

picked up Major Wasko who remained behind to assist his inju'red co-pilat. 
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Change of Command 
Release No: 148-11 
By: Sgt. Lee Salter 

DECLASSIFIED 

FUBLIU .~.,.li'F.i\ ihS ~)Yl!':rGli; 

let l>:Iru.'ine Airct'd.ft ~.J'ing 
Military' A8sistance Command g Vietnam 

FPO San li'ranciseo? 96602 

FOR INHEDIATE fti!jLEASE 

8 Narch 1971 

DAWillG, Republic of Vietm:un---lVIajor Can Do Silard9 Jr 0 a.ssumed command of 

Headquarte+,s and Maintenance Squadron (H&iIlB) 16 s Harine Aircraft Group "j6, 1st 

Mal.'ine Aircraft Wing, front Lieutelt8.nt Colonel Co H. Pitman in ceremonies held 

February 26. 

Major Silard, a 'l6-year veteran of Marine Corps aviation 9 joined the squadron 

after serving as EJcecuti ve Officer of Maxine Light Helicopter Squadron (HML) 367, 

Ltcol" Pitman served as COllunanding Officer of H&NG-,6 since ~rovember, 1970. 

He has served in such billets as tl.ir \{eapons Systems Analysis Staff, Office of 

the Chief of Naval Operatio:ns9 wai:lh ingt011 p D. li" ~ end has attended the Armed Forces 

st£<.ff College at No:rfork p Vo. .. 

Colonel Lewis O. 8t:peet, nI~ iVLd.G=16 Uornmanding Officer, presided over the 

ceremonies .. 
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PUB11C sU:F'AlH.,;) ::ll'FldE 
1st I4a.rine Airc:t'aft 1hng 

Mili ta.:r:y Assistance Command? Vietnam 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

Air Medal wi th Bronze star 
Release No: 149-71 
BY: Sgto Lee Salter 

FOR n'll':LEIDIATE RELEASE 

8 l<larch 1971 

DANANG, Republic of Vietnam---Staff Sergeant Donald J. Rrunsey (I)ortland, Ore.), 

Marine Light Helicopte.r Sql:ta.dron (HML) 1679 Marine Aircraft Group (MA.G) 16, 1st 

Marine Aircraft Wing, received an Air J.vledal \dth Bronze star February 27, for heroic 

achievements on the morning of July 9, 19709 in the Republic of Vietnam o 

SSgt. Ramsey, then serving as an aerial gunner wi th ~Iarine Nedium Helicopter 

Squadron (EN}!) 167, MAG-16, 1l/8.S participating in an emergency extraction of a r·1arine 

reconnaissance team heavily engaged wi tb an enemy force in the Que Son Mountains, 

southwest of An Hoa .. 

Upon arrival at the area9 he ''laS informed that the team was on top of a mountain 

cluttered "With large boulderss and that the enemy had moved to a position wi thin one 

hundred meters of the team O s posi tiono 

According to the citation accompanying the medals SSgto Ramsey, "undaunted by the 

intensity of hostile fire directed at his aircrafto skillfully coordinated the firing 

of his ,-rea.pon with the strafing runs of supporting UH=1 Cobra. gunships and delivered 

such a steady stream of accurata emd effective machine gun fire that the enemy was 

suppressed sufficiently to enable his tJ.>anspart helicopter to hover while the 

reconnaissance team and one detainee attachei tho.lllselves to the extraotion ladderoll 

The citation also noted his "courage p superior professionalisms and u,nwo.vering 

devotion to duty in the face of great personal danger" II 

Lieutenant Colonel Ho J" Blanc 9 HM1=167 Commanding Officer, made the presentation. 

=USD1C= 
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Change of Command 
Release No: 151-71 
By: Cpl. Tom Wolfe 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

e PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE e 
1 st Marine Aircraft \'iing 

Military Assistanoe Camnand, Vietnam 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

9 March 1971 

DANANG, Reptllbllc of Vietnam---L:i..eutenant Colonel Gordon H. Buokner, II, (Tustin, 

CaJLif.) became' the new Camnanding Officer' of Marine Wing Headquarters Group (MWHG)-1, 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing during formal. change of command ceremonies March 6. 

CoJionel Buckner repJ.a.ced Lieutenant Colonel.. William R. Smith (Leguna Hills, Calif.) 

who ha.s commanded MWHG-1 since May 1910. Colonel smith I s new: assignment will take him 

to Marine Corps Air Station, Santa Ana., Calif. where he will be assigned to the College 

Degree ProgranJ!. 

Colonel J3uckner, a native of St. Clair, Miohigan, was cornmiss.ioned a second lieutenant 

in 1954. In ]965 he served as executive officer and later as commanding officer of 

Marine Air.· Base Squadron 36 in the Republic of Vietnam. Upon his return to the United 

states he served as commanding officer· of Headquarters and Maintenanoe Squadron 56. 

Colonel Buckner returned to the Republic of Vietnam in August 1910 and since that 

time has served as execu til\l'9 officer of MWHG-1. 

-usmc-

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFllIe,;}'; 
1st Ivla.rine Aircraft Wing 

Military Assistance Command9 Vietnam 
FPC San F.ranciscoll' 96602 

~IA=311 46~ooo Ivlission 
Release Nog 152=71 
J3.J: Sgto John Campbell 

roN l}W'lEDIATE RELEASE 

9 March 1971 

DANANG, Republic of Vietna.tn---Marine Attack Squadron (VMl\.) ;11 pilots have flown 

46 9000 combat sorties in the Republio of Vietnam~ more missions than any other Marine 

fixed-,cing squadron he-s flown here .. 

Piloting the two A-4 "Skyhawks" jet aircraft on the 46,OOOth mission, flown March 

79 were Lieutenant Colonel Richard Lee (~antioo, Va.), Marine Aircraft Group 11 8-3 

Officer, and Lieutenant Brian Howe (Hilton, Mass.). 

Major' General Al.!:m J.. Armstrong, Commanding Gener.aJ. of the 1st Marine Aircraft 

Wing9 and Colonel Ao Co Pommerenck, Marine Aircraft Group 11 commanding officer, were 

on hand ~cn the a.irora£~ touched down to cerebrate the oocasion .. 

VMA= ;11 U s mission is to attack and destroy enemy ground targets o They also 

support allied ground units in Military Region 19 the northernmost tactical zone in 

Vietnam .. 

-usmc-
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Chutists 
Release No: 153-71 

PUBLIC lJWFAIRS OFFICE 
1st Marine Airc·raft· Wing 

Hili tary Assistanoe Command!, Vietnam 
FPC> San Francisoo, 96602 

l3y: GySgt e J. F. Mcallister 

FOR DlMEDIATE RELEASE 

9 March 1971 

CHUTE THE CHUTES---Two members of the 1st Marine Division's 1st Reconnaissance 

l3a:ttalion, axe shown axUting towards Red Beach g near Danang, a.f.'ter being dropped 

from a CH-46 "Sea Knie1J.t" from Marine Medium Helicopter Squadron 362.. The recon 

Marines were qualifying for Parachu;tist s Wings 0 (Official U e S. Marine Corps 

Photo by SSgte L. Me Slif~) 
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PUl3LIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Mild ta.ry Assistance COIlIIIlalld, Vietnam 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

Glmmers School 
Release No: 15N-71 
By: SSgt. John L. Grant 

JroR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

12 Maroh 1971 

DANANG~ RepubJLio of Vietnam--Marine helicopter gunners are made, 

In Vietnam, thet. are made in an aerial gunners school conducted by 

the Marine Airora£t Group-16 Naval Ai.u' Training and Operations Procedures 

standardizations (NA.TOPS) section. 

The We day school is held at Marine Medium Helicopter Squa.dron (HMM)· 

263 under the direotion of Gunnery Sergeant James W. Burnworth (Joliet, 

Ill.) the group NATQPS NCO and his aSSistant, Sergeant Cli.ftollR. MOl!'se 

(Ea.ka.ly, Okla.-). 

The first day, students are thoroughly acquainted with the CH-46 

"Sea Kni~ tit helicopter, gunners responsibilities, and pre ... flighting of 

the aircraft. As they will be serving as gunners, great stress is 

placed on the care and cleaning of the aircra..ft's .. 50 Caliber machine 

suns. In-flight procedures, types of missions and duties of each one, 

and use of the intercommunication system is covered, as well as the 

elements of fire oontrol, the use of air crew equipnent, emergency 

pt'ooedures and first aid. 

!he sec~ ~ they ara tal (en up in tha helicopter for practioe 

firing of the weapon. 

Within two dajys, thanks to the NATOPS school, they have the basiC' 

laIowledge to assist, the crew and protect. them if neoessa:try~ 

DECLASSIFIED 



::-
•• .- .• "4) 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC AFFAmS OFFICE 
lst Marine Aircraft Wing 

Mil.itary Assistance Comm.and~ Vietnam 
FPC San Francisco, 96602 

Supporting Art for Jlst MAW Release No: 154-71 
Photo No: 1W16-220-2-71 (A) 
:By: SSgt. John L .. Grant 

]t)R IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

12 March 1911 

FIRE--Gunnery Sergeant James W 0 J3urnwortlm (J olie t, Illo), (s tan ding 

center background)" Non-Camnissioned Officer in Charge of the Aerial 

Gunners School, oarefuUy watches: as C})1o Anthony C .. Lasater (Muskogee, 

Okla. .. ), Headquarters and Maintenanc.e Squadron (HM>lS)-16,fires a .50 

caliber maChine ~ during pcactical application phase of the courseD 

(Official U 0 Se Marine Corps Photograph by Cpl.o James R. Jones) 
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Singing ltlajor 
Relea.se No g 155-71 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC AFfAIRS Oi'·.li-r~ C~ 

1st f.1a.rine Aircratt Wi.ng 
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 

FPC San F.rancisco\J 96602 

By~ Sgt .. John Campbell. 

FOR IMMED:w'E REIiElASE 

9 March 1971 

DANANG, Republic of Vietnam-"I want to sing to the wole world," exclaims Major 

Dave Caylor (San Diego". Calif .. )9' Executive Officer of Marine Observation Squadron (VMO) 

2, Marine Airc:ra.ft Gr:oup 11, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing. 

And he Us aJ.most done just that <> 

Known as the "Singing Major" 9 he has traveled around the world, including such 

places as Puerto Rico" Gr:eece ll Italy, Korea, Hong Kong and has sung everything from 

rock to Beethoven .. 

\oJhat staJrted out as a hobby singing with a church cho:ix as a. young boy, has 

mushroomed into world-wide tours and concerts. 

Upon graduatang CUm Laude wi ttl a l3A degree in Music mucation from Eastern Ken tu:cky 

state College, Major' Caylor joined the Naval Aviation Ca.det Corps, where he started on 

the road to travel and musical success. 

He ~s commissioned in 1955 and later completed fli@;lt training being designated 

a Naval aviatore 

During his first tour in Vietnam, from 1966",,67, Major C8\Ylor piloted the A-4 

"Skyhawk" jet airc;r:a.ft; O'll 170 combat missions from the Chu Lai Air :Base.. He also found 

time to perform with the 1st MarDiv and 1st MMi Band on tha.t tour .. 

The major has flown 21 nrl.ssions in the 011=10 "Bronco" since arriving at VM0-2 in 

Februa;ry~ after serving eight months on Oldnawao 

Furthering his music i;.t'aining While stationed in SOIlther.-n California, the major 

s:tudied. 'VOice eight years in La Jolla under Mr .. Frederick W .. Buck, a. voice therapist .. 
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Gifted with a tenor voice that ranges three octaves and having the ability to sing 

in several languages? inchtding German? Italian, French and Japanese, the Indiana-born 

artist finds no limits to his o~portunities. 

So .f~, as a soloist, he has made numa-ous radio and television appearanoes, sung 

:in musical plays~ operas". symphony orchestra concerts, jazz combos and has even played 

string bass and sung with a caly'pso band in J?a.nama. 

He has performed in ofr;"Broad~ musical shows and given a Christmas concert on a 

communi ty concert tour with the Savannah Symphony Orohestra. 

Venturing into the record industry, he cut a. master recording tape, titled "Little 

Gt:'een f1en"? a song about the Marine air-ground team. 

During an audi tien with the Neti York Metropolitan Opera, the major was offered to 

return and audition :in their annual competition.. However,. he prefers to wait, ":Because, II 

he Sa.y-S9 "working with the New York Metropolitan Opera requires singing in several 

languages" Although I can do it" 1111 wait until I can "think" in those languageso" 

A.:fter retiring from the Marine Corps, the major plans to fur then· his music careero 

When asked Which. type music he prefers to sing, the 'siliging major replied, "I 

don I t care" I just love to singe!! 

-uamc-
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463 Change of Canmand 
Release No: 158 ... 7'1 
:By: Sgt ... Tom Albexs 

FOR IMMEDIATE RErLEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

• 
PUBLIC, AFFAIRS OFFICE 

1st Marine A:ir©raft Wing 
Military Assistance Commandp Vietnam 

FPO San Franc:i,sco, 96602 
11 March 1971 

DANANG? Re,l'\lblic of Vietnam-~=Lim:ttenr.\nt Colonel Thomas So Reap (Orr1.!lge, Calif ~) 

took ,cOIllIJlfW.d of MaJ:'ine Reav,w HeIl,copter Squad.'ron (HMR)=463 Maxch 4 during oeremonies 

a.t the Mair.ble Mountain Air Fa.cili ty .. 

He relieved Ltcolo Robert R .. Leisy (Falls Ch'1tJ!rchp Vao) who has been reassigned 

to: the staff of Marine Air<m'ai"t;; Group (MAG)16. 

Prior to assurrding his presen'l; duties, LtCoil.. Reap served as the MAG-16 8-1 OfficEr • 
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HAG-16 1 s mc 
Release No: 160-71 
By: Sgt. Tam Albers 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUl3.LIC AFFAIRS Ol!'"FICE 
1st Marine Aircmft \iing 

Vdlitary Assistance Command, Vietnam 
FJ?O San Francisco, 96602 

• 
11 Narch 1971 

DANAUG" Repwblic of Vietnam---l'Iarine Aircraft Group (:r.1AG)-16 received the navy Unit 

Commendation award l'larch 4 during formal ceremonies at the l-1axble Mountain Air Facility. 

I1ajor General Alan J. Axmstrong, Commanding General, 1st Harine Aircraft toling, made 

the presentation. 

The Navy Unit Commendation ,-I8,S mvnrded to MAG-16 "Por exceptionally meritorious 

service :in connection with operations aga:inst enemy forces in the Republic of Vietnam, 

from November 20" 1968 to l~ugust 13, 1969. Throu~out this period, the officers and 

men of Hatine Airer.a.ft, Gronp 16 :responded gallantly to the almost overwhelming task 

of providing sustainad com'bat air support to the Free World Nilitary Forces in the I 

"Operating continuoD,sly ~ and. pa.:r:ticipat,ing in Sl.lch, operfJ.tions as }<le~tde River', 

HendersOIl! Hil1\1l Taylor Cammon, Pi~stone Canyon, Oklahoma Hills and Durham Peak, 

Narine Aircraft. Group 16 condnctdd around the clock missions in all but the most severe 

,reatbier and was frequently subjeo'Ced to interl,se Rnti,~aircraft fire." 

"The Group flew :iLn excess of 7'1 \1'000 hours and '199,000 combat sorties during this 

period, and transported 303~,613 troops and 339757 tons of cargo. AdditionaJ.ly, 22,897 

casual ties were evacuated by he1icopter.1 often in the face of intense hostile 

opposition." 

-usmo.., 
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• PUBLIC AFFAIRS O1<"'FICE 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Mili tary Assistance COIlIDlandll' Vietnam 
FPC. San Francisco lli 96602 

Na.-wy Marine Corps MedaJl 
Release No: 163-71 
B,1: Sgt., Lee Salter 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELFASE 

12 March 1971 

DANANG, Republic of Vietnam~-Gunne:r::y Sergeant Richard R .. Kinnel 

(Chu1la. Vista? calif.), Headquarters and Maintenance Squadron (H&MS)-16, 

Marine Aircraft; Group (MAG)-16 11 was recently presented the Na"lry and 

Marine Corps Medal for heJ!oic actions on Octciber ?JJ ~ 197([) .. 

GySgt. Kinnel was serving as an aerial gunner aboard a Marine CH-46 

"Sea. Km~t" transport helicopter~ assigned the emergency evacua'tion 

of Vietnamese civilians trapped by flood waters fi'om the Hoi An riv9X 9 

sou th of Danang. 

Finding no sui table landihg zonel) the crew \4aS required to lift the 

civilians to the aircra.1"t by lllea:as of a mechanical hoist.. Five resid~ ts 

were spa,tted oling:tng to the roo:ftop of one house and~ because of trees 9 

the hoist was deemed toO) dangerous for use" 

The pil.ot than hovered over the water while the CX9!W tried in vain 

to convince the :peopl.e to swim. to the cra.f't" e!Realizing th~ the victims, 

were all ei thor too ;young or too old to negotia,te the strong current, 

GySgt. Kinnel umhesi tatingJiy dove :iinto the W8;.ter andg sometimes swimming 

and a.t other times pulling himself along by trees and posts~) made five 

trips thrcru~ the trecher<DU's current to ca:r:xy the stranded people back 

to th.e helicopter·1 1l states the oi tationo 

GySgt.. Kinnel was' ci ted for his bold ini tia ti ve 9 and selfless 

det~tion in saving the lives of five Vietnamese~ 

Major Con D. Silard" squadron Co.ffiina.nding Officer, made the presenta.tiono 
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PU:BLIC AFFAIRS O:F.FICE 
1st Marine Aircra.ft Wing 

• 
Mili ta.ry Assistance Conunand, Vietnam 

FPO San ]Tanci 000, 96602. 

ALL TOGErHER NOW 
Release No: 164-71 
:By: Cpl.. sergio; ortiz 

FOR lMMEDIATE RELEASE 

13 March 1971 

DANANG" Republic of Vietnam--Maxine A.ircrat't Gr:oup 111 S Commanding 

Officer, Colonel A. C. Pommerenk (Dana POint, Calif.), flying airera.ft 

# 15 hea.ds for hane after completing his 100th oanbat mission. On his 

wing are three other A-4E Skyhawks from Marine Attack Scpadron 311 piloted 

by Lieutenant Colonel Richard T. Lee (Griffin, Ga.) #4; Lieutenant Colonel 

Jerry T. Hagen (Noma, N.D.) #17 and First Lieutenant n:uce Smith (Mahaska, 

Iowa.) #19 who accorn:pmied Col. Pommerenk on tile mission. (Official U. s. 

Marine Corps Photo by Cpl. Sergio:, Ortiz) 

-usnc-
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Military Assistance Command, VietnOOl 
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ALL TOGEl'HER NOW 
Release No: 164-71 
Ey: Cpl. SergiO) Ortiz 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

13 March 1971 

DANANG" Republic of Vietnam--Marine iUxcra.ft Group 11' B Comma.nding 

Officer, Colonel A. C. Pommerenk (Dana. Point, calif.), flying aircra.ft 

# 15 heads for hane after completing his 100th oanbat mission. On his 

wing are three other A-4E Skyhawks from Marine Attack Squadron 311 piloted 

by Lieutenant Co,lonel Richard T. Lee (Griffin, Ga..) #4; Lieutenant Colonel 

Jerry T. Hagen (Norma, N.n.) #11 and Fixst Lieutenant Bruce Smith (Mahaska, 

Iowa) #19 who acc~:ied col. PODDllerenk on the mission. (Official U. S. 

Marine Corps Photo by Cpl. Sergio' ortiz) 

-usnc-
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na...1l MEDCAP 
Re1ease-No:169-71 
:By: Sgt. De Ao :Blake 

FOR lMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
1st Marine .U.rcra.£t Wing 

Mi1itar.1 Assistanoe Command, Vietnam 
FPC San Francisco, 96602 

18 Maxch 1971 

HELPING HAND - Hospitalman Third Class J. H. Coohran (Akron, Ohio), a. Navy 

corpsman atta.ohed to Marine Aircraft Group (MAG)-ll, bandages the injured 

finger of a Vietnamese boy during the Group medical department's MEDCAP 

visit to ihe village of Liem Lac, 14 miles south of Danang. Assisting the 

'Doc D is the boy's sister. The mG-ll medics make ~ekly visits to various 

villages, treating between 80 to 100 Vietnamese civilians for minor illnesses 

and injurieso (Off'icial U.S. Marine Corps Photo by Sgt. D. A. :Blake) 
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MAG--ll MEDeA]? 
Release No: 169-11 
By: Sgt. D. A. make 

lroR :IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

l'O:BLIO AFFAmS OFFICE 
1st Marine Aircraft \'Iing 

Military Assistance Oommand, Vietnam 
Fro San F.t'ancisco, 96602 

18 March 1971 

ImLl?mG HAND - Hospitalman Third Olass J. H. Coohran (Akron, Ohio), a. Navy 

corpsman a.ttached to Marine Aircraft Group (MAG)-ll, bandages the injured 

f:in.ger of a Vietnamese boy during the Group medical department's MEDeA]? 

visit to "!he village of Liem. Lac, 14 miles south of Dana.ng. Assisting the 

;.DocO is the boy's sister. The MAG-ll medios make ~ekJ.y viSits to various 

villages, n-eating between 80 to 100 Vietnamese civili~ for mmor illnesses 

and :l:njuries .. (Off'icial U.So Marine Corps Photo by Sgt. D. A. Blake) 
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Hospi tal Beds 
Release No: 170=71 
l3yg Sgt .. John J .. Campbell 

OOR IMMEDIATE RElEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC Af."FAJ.R.S OFFIOE ~ 
1st Marine 1\.ircraf t Wil'\g 

Military Assistance COlllland, Vietnam 
Fro San Francisco, 96602 

1.8 March 1971 

DANANGp Republic of Vietnam == "/hen nearby st" JoseIhqs Hospital begins 

operation next Fall~ it's patien.ts will rest comi'ortably on beds donated by 

the Marine Corps 0 

Three hundred beds g matresses and pillows will be given to the hospim1., 

looat ed in East Da..u:tDg9 by Marine Aircraft Group (MA.G)-IP s Marine Corps Prope.rty 

Branch, starting sto Josephus on the way to becoming a WO-bed hOSpital. 

The pro je ct was coorOi.na te d by MA.G--l1 Commanding Officer, Oolonel A. O. 

Pommerenak (DOJ11 Point 9 CaJ.:i,f,,) ~ NaVY Lieu tenant Commander Ge~d T. McMahon 

(Boston, Masso)v MAG-ll Chaplain, am First Lieutenant Joseph BaCko (Honolulu, 

H~wai,i) ~ 'the Grcllp Property Off:AGe'J~ .. 

During a meeting in-:ta:r.:li.Y Jh:nl1ary ,.nth the lolost Reverend Peter M. Iban Nyoc 

Chi, the Oatholic Bishop who heaJis the hospital~ Chaplain McMahon asked if he 

could help 'With the new' hospl·ta,1.o Bi.shop Chi told
C

the chaplain the hospital's 

needs and the ohaplain O<.'1.:.:ried out 'fue :project from there .. 

Contact1rJg CI"!l"nal PommereIlckv Chaplain McMahon found that MAG-IIts property 

branch had nearly ;00 eXC,~S8 'bed.s, matil.'esses and pillows. Arrangements were made 

to deliver th e beds duJ.':' ing Apr'::l .. 

The "Hospital Brothe:r:s of st .. J!,:,hn of GOd ll wiJ.l staff the hospital. Their 

major mission 'Will be trea;i:;:l.xlg persons suffering from tuberculosis, a disease 

,mich afflicts nearly 85 percent of the Vietnameseo 

Chaplain Mt~1ahon has already requested some of the needed supplies from 

U .. So hospitals to help mr.e thea,se p3.tients and it is antiCipated they will 

arrive be.fore the hospital opem ill. six monthso 
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Navy Achievement 
Release No: 171-71 
By~ Sgt. W. J. Owens 

JroR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

~ PU:BLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 4t 
1st Marine Aixcra£t Wing 

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
FPC San Francisco, 96602 

18 March 1971 

SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMENr-Commissioned Warrant Officer (CWO )-3 Frank S. Bal:1hold 

(Runnemede, N.J':)~ 1st Ma.rine Aircraft W:ing (l~t MAW) Band Of.ficer,is presented 

the NaVY Achievement Medal by Major w. P. Lakin, 1st MAlo[ Adjutant, during 

ceremonies at ibe Wing Headquarters. C~lo-3 Barthold was cited .for "superior 

professional achievement" while serving as assis1ant adjutant o.f the 3rd Battalion, 

28th Marines, 5th Marine Division, at Camp Pendleton, Calif'., during the period 

April 1967 to December 1970. (Official U. S. Marine Corps Photo by Pfe. M. E. 

MOnX'oe) 

-usmo-
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Navy Achievement 
Release No: 171-71 
By: Sgt. W. J. Owens 

OOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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~ ~ 
PUBLIC AFFAmS OFFICE 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 

FPC San F.rancisco, 966~ 

18 March 1971 

SUPERIOR ACHIEVEMElNl'-Oommissioned Wa.I.Tant Officer (OWO )-3 Frank S. Ba.r'!hold 

(Runnemede, N .. J":)7 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (1st MAW) :Band Officer,is presented 

the NaVY Achievement Medal by Major W. P. Lakin, 1st MAW Adjuiant, wring 

ceremonies at '!he Wing HeadCplarters. OVlO-3 Barthold was cited for "superior 

professional achievementtl while serving as assis1ant adjutant of the 3rd Battalion, 

28th Marines, 51h Marine Division, at camp Pendleton, Oalif., during the period 

A:pril 1967 to December 1910. (Oi:fioial U. S. Marine Corps Photo by Pfc. M. E. 

Mo~oe) 

-usmc-
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~ IClIfAs 
Release:No: 172...11 
_,. Sg1. JC)hn Qampb&ll.-"" 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBUC mms OFFICE 
~st Harine A:lrflhf't Wing 

M1H~ Assistance Cammandg.:.netnm·, ,;.,,' .• , 
~O San Franc1sco? 96602 
, 18 Mardi 1971 

~ Borth Vietnamese on a. recent :air mpport DissUm for. Smdh Viet.D.amese ioroops 

()amb1o~~ OpemtiGn Lam Son 719 in Laoso 

Major Dermis Cavagnaro (Hea.los'turgg. Cali~) sAd First Lieate.n8l'lt Jerr:r ~. 

(.A.mlm~N;' Csh piloting A-4 "SlQhawk" jet aircrattf) also destro,yed.tbree ~ 
-
three rocket laun~Bi) and caused 11 ammunition explosionso 

A strike request was reoeived 'by a jbrward Air Ccmtroller tl."Om an A;rJq ~'1IIe 

Rep;tbl1c of'Vietnam commander Wb.o reported his unit W8S' under mcxrtar and small BZJDS 

, ':ft:te '.ft\xn a. North Vie tnamese posi tiOllt) 

AlthOPSb tbe Nor1h'Vieu1mlese were hidden bY' haze 1Ind were dug. into a woo~ 

a:J:eag .tbe pilotsll strikes proved deadly' .. 

Both pilots attacked the et~EIm,'J' position" makiDg _ mns to de11wr their ordDaDce-. 

Graaud f'orces swept tbrm:l{#l the eB'18II7: pos:t't:Um;: Ute DeZ't, dq and cClllfirllled ~E:' 

deadj/ liliah were a.ccredited to the VMA"..311 pllots .. 
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Militar,w Assistance Command, Vietnam 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

Vietnamese Dental Technicians 
Release No: 113-1i 
By: Sgt. John Camp be 11 

Faa. IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

22 ~ch 1911 

DANANG, Republic of Vietnam---The ]Lst Marine Aircraft Will8'S (1st MAW) 11th 

Dental Cc:mpany has found something better than novo.cane to ease the pa.in while 

their working oroyaur teetn---two attractive young Vietnamese female assistants. 

Le TJilli Soc and Do Thi 'fung" both ])ental Technicians, have been helping dentists 

of 11th Dental Company's 1st MAW Clinic for four yea:rs. 

1bey began working with the Navy dentists at the JLst MAW hea.dquarters in 1961. 

'when NaVJ\i Lieutenant Robert; L. Johnson" w.o was in charge o:f the clinic, needed 

At tha.t t:l.me, Do 1hi Tung was working for 'tile 1st MAW chaplain and Le Thi Soc 
" 

worked at the 1st; MAW Headquarters Officers' Club. 

Both were sent to the For~e Logistios Command (FLO) dental section for three 

months for on the job tradning early in JL967, before starting their work wi th the 

11 th Den tal Company. 

Whd.lle living with her family in Saigon before coming to work for the Marine 

Corps~ Do Thi Tung studied dentistry at the OIly Nhon Catholic School. Le Thi Soc 

. had no prior experience before her training at FW. 

Working fuU.-t:l.me, from 7:30 a~. to 4:}O p.m. six days a week, the girls do 

everyihillg at tho clinic, from keeping the appointment schedule upda.ted~,to cleaning 

and pulling teeth o£ Vietnamese civilians coming to the dental facility. 

Now living in the near-by vilJiage An Rca,. Do Thi Tung plans to go back to Saigon 

and work as a nentaJ. Tecl;mioian, while Le Thi Soo chooses to st~ -her nat1 ve c1 ty, 
, " 

East Danang" and practice dentistry. 

-llsmc-
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1st Maxine Aircraft Wing 

Military" Assistance Command, Vietnam 
Fro: San Francisco,. 96602 

Supporting Art for 1st MAW Release No: 173-11 
Photo; No: 005,1-11 
By: Sgt. John CampbellL 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

22 March 1.911 

DAILY ROUTlNE---Pulling teeth is jest pa;rt of a. da.Y's work for La Thi Soc (left) 

and Do Thi Tuillgt) Vietnamese Dental Technicians for the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing's 

11th Dental. Company. :Both girls, trained a.t the Force Logistics Canmand dental 

section, have helped the dentists here with everything from keeping the clinic 

clean to clea.n:i.ng and pulling teeth. (Official U. S. Marine Corps Photo by Sgt. 

D. A. Blake) 

-usmc-
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1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
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22 Maroh 1971 

Supporting Art for 1st MAW Release No: 173-71 
Photo No: 0051-71 
By: Sgt. John Campbell. 

JiQR :oo1ElDIATE ~E 
DAILY ROUTINE---Pulling teeth is j\l:St part of a da;y's 'WOrk for Le Thi Soc (left) 

and Do Th1 Tumgr; Vietnamese Dental Teohnicians for the 1st Marine Aireraf't Wing's 

11th Dental Company. Both girls,. trained at the Force Logistics canmand dental 

section, have helped the dentists here with everything from keeping the cliniC 

clean to cleaning and IJUlling teeth. (Official U. s. Marine Corps Photo by Sgt. 

D. A. Blake) 
-usmc-

'GfflCI,Al ~tJ.S. ~!\~,~£ :OR~S PH070~ ':;J 

MNH~·' ' .... , ... ~~4?H'C SERVtCE" 
fiRST ~UIN£ ,+aCUFT WIN~ ... 

~ l\.U A (PO SAN f ~AHCAl 16602 ~ 
Cf'~I'IOR 1971 ItEGATIVE NO (J()S'L'" 11 ,)ESC~IPTION .-... ....... __ u . 

... 

PHOTO ay _______ _ 

DECLASSIFIED 



J)IC: for Maj. VallUlzzi 
Release No: 174-71 
By:: Sgt .. Tan AJl.bers 

roR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

MJ;litary Assistance Command, Vietnam' 
FPC San Francisco, 96602 

22 March 1.971 

DANANG, Rept!llblic of Vietnam--A Gold star in lieu of the second Distinguished 

Flying Cross was presented to MajaJr Rocco F. Va.Uuzzi (:Bt-odc1yn, N. Y.) "For heroism 

and extraordinary achievement in aerial flight while serving as a pilot with Marine 

. Heav,w Helicopter Squadron 463" Mar:tine Airera..i"t Group 16, in connection wiih combat 

o:perations a.ga.inst the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam." 

Majer Val1uzziearned. the, award on June 10, 1970, when he launched as aircraft 

commander :iin a night of' feur heavy transport hellioo~ers aSSigned to resupply an 

outpost at Thoung Duc. The rutp:>st, ]ocated at the jtmction of the Con and Vu Gia 

Rivers, had been under heavy-pressure for several weeks by enemy troops in the 

surrcmnding hills and had been subjected to daily mortar fire which precluded the 

delivery o! vital suppl:ii.e.s to the ou. tpost. 

"llthaugb he' observed enemy mortar rQunds :impacting in the landing zone shortly 

after the. lea.d aircra.ft; Jlifted awl; of the area after having deposi ted its cargo, 

Ma.jor Va.ll'Ulzzi resoltttely elected to contime his approach and succeeded in releasing 

his external lload of supplies in the drop area before the enemy bega.n delivering 

additional DlO1rW fire :iinto the. zone," the. citation accompanying the medal stated. 

While the: night was: l!efueling a.t Marble Mountain A.ir Fr:t.eility the resupply 

misS:ilan to the. awtpost was declaJted an emergency mssion. 

The oita.tdion continued, "~iokly prooeeding to the outpost. MajO'L' Vall.uzzi, undaunted 

by th~ mtensi ty of the hostile mortar and machine gun fire,. skillfully maneuvered his 

transpOrt into the dangercns area ahd safely delivered his external cargo load. 1I 

-more:-
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"While) cl:imbing out of 'the zone, he alertly observed the muzzle flashes from the 

mcmtar tubes and marked the enemy posi tian. with smoke grenades for air strikes by 

fixed wing adrera.£t. On his third flight to the. friendly position, he again braved 

the hostile fire, to deliver his vital suP]llies and marked an enemy machine gun position 

for strikes 'Illy supporting airara.ft, tI the oi tat.ion concluded. 

-usmc-
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PUBLIC, AFFAIRS OFFICE 
list Marine Aircraft Wing 

Military Assistance Command., Vietnam 
FPC San FrancisQO, 96602 

Supporting Art for 1st MAW Release No: 174-71 
Photo' No: 1Wl6-218-}-71 (A) 
Bye r GySgt. J. F. McAllister 

FOR:,IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

22 March 1971 

CONGRATULATIONS---Major General Alan J. Armstrong, Commanding General, 1st Marine 

Aircraft Wing, presents Major Rocco F. Valluzzi, of Marine Hea'VY HelLicopter Squadron-

463, with a. Gold star and citation signifying the second award of the Distinguished 

Flying Cross during ceremonies a.t Marine Aircra.ft Group-16. Major Va,lluzzi received 

the a.ward for "extreme heroism" as a pilLot of a OR-53 transport helicopter during a. 

reSUlPply miission on June 10, 1910. (Official U. S. Marine Corps lhoto by Cpl •. James 

Jones" MAG-16 Photo Section) 
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ASR!'· . 
Release No: 175-71 
By: Cplo Sergio Ortiz 

FOR lMMEDIA'fE REI.EASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBtIC AFFAIRS>OFFlCE' 
1st Marine Aircna.tt Wing 

Hili tary As sistance Comme.nd'9' Vie tnam 
FPO San Francisco~ 96602 

25 March 1971 

!HE SANH, Republic of Vie'tnan---The dials lit and hummed as monotonous and 

undeciphera.ble communica.tions jargon" to moet persoll89 W8.t> being transmitted to a 

pilot somel-bere over the Laotian. bordero A hum !'rom a. computer bec$e a. sharp squeal 
I 

.. ~ the radar indicated the airoraf't was over the banb release point tor striking the 
, ' 

~~~tft 

"Stand by, Mark" Mark .. " Captain Golden. Co Kirkland (B1l:minghanp Ala..) spoke into 

t~ mouthpiece.. "Release. Thank;you., You were supporting close air support missions 
, " 

19'1; the Army of the Republic of Vietnam over a suspected enemy entrenchment.," 

With that, the Marine Officer in Chat"ge of the Air Sa.pport Radar Team (ASHT) shut 

ott the machine and shook his head in disbelief .. 

"It's really a. strange teeling to realize you are banbing an enemy target m~ 

miles away withou.t ever leaving this tiny room 9 " he sa.i.do 

:Bombing targets many miles awa.y is eJeaCtly what Capto Kirklain.d and his men have 

been doing a.t a. canbat base near the Laotian border 0 

Assisted by a close knit team ot radar experts frem Ma.tine Air Support Squadron 

(MASS) 39 a group :fran the 1st Marine Aircn-af't Wing (1st MAW) Cammln:1.ca.tions Squa.dron9 

and utilizing a platoon of Ma.:r:ines 1'.rom Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron (II&RS) ... 1& 

tor security purposes p Capto Kirkland and his men eff'ective4r enabled tons of orcl.ntiolioe 
'11, 

to be dropped daily over enemy poSitions sime the o,Pera.tion Lan Son 7i9 in Laos begaddl 

~e suppart they provide helps airmen iran all services find targets men 

visibility or darkness prevents efrecti'Ve deoo=reekOl'ling bombing .. 

c:more-
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"We work under the 101st Airborne (Airmobile) Division and therefore we opera.te 24 

hours daUy giving directions to pilLotso One could easily say that we are on loan to 

the Army? It the capta.in continued;;. 

T.j:le ASRT system is a. maze of intricate electronic and ~reotional equipnent that 

soaris the skies searching for the a.ircratt on the bombing mistlion. 

"Once we find the aircraft 'With a raaa:r beam, we lock the directional signal on 

the a.;ircratto We f$94 the position to a computer Vlioh ha.sthe position of the target 
. . 

and then it feeds us information on how to guide the aircra.f't to the target," Capt • 
. ' ' ~ . 

Kirklaiid eXplained. 
(-.' -, ~ .' 

![he captain is very pleased With' his operation and giv's~ Inuah of the credit to 

COmuiissioned Warrant Officer 3 Robert Ha.nevik (Elmareg Mirm:e) ltlo was responsible 
'. , '- \ . 

for moving the entire eqp.ipnent ~bm:~ Tri to the forwarctoombat base and ha.ving 
~ , 

it ready" for operation wi thin 24 hours., 

.• tIl '~ess he set the record for mo'Ving the gear here in Vietnam))" add c~to Kirkland. 

So effeQti ve has been the maintenance pro~edures set ''rq qyTO= 3 Hanevik tha.t the 

radar has been operational eontinuous4r9 except tor 10 minutes during a black: out in 
. & 

the power systemg since the operation started; 
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POUNDING 
lielease No: 176.. 11 
By: Sgto Lee Salter 

FOR D4MEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Mili ta.ry Assistance Command-))- Vietnam 
FPO San Franoisco ~ 96602 

25 March 1971 

POUNDING---A Ma.rine UH-1 Huey gunship from Marine Light Helicopter Squadron 167, pounds 

a. suspeoted enemy position~ 18 miles southwest of the Marble Motmtain Air Facility .. 

(Official Uo So Marine Corps Photo by GySgt" Henry Ao Mahan) 

=usnC= 
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POUNDING 
lielease No:' 17&'71 
By': Sgto Lee Salter 

FOR D4MEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

Pu:BLIC AFl.AI.HS OFFICE 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Mili tary Assistance Command'$)' Vietnam 
FPO San Franoisco ~ 96602 

25 March 1971 

POUNDJNG-.--A Marine UH ... 1 Huey gunship from Marine Light Helicopter Squadron 167, pounds 

a suspeoted enemy position~ 18 miles southwest or the Marble Mountain Air Fac1l1tye 

(Offioial U .. So Marine Corps Ph()to by GySgt .. Henry 140 Mahan) 

""usmc"" 
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WORK OUT 
Relea.se No: 171;"'71 
:By: Sgt. Lee Salter 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

FlT.BLIC AFFAIRS, OFFICE 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Militar,y Assistanoe Command9' Vietnam 
FPO San F.rancisoo, 96602 

25 March 1971 

WORK CID!I!---A Marine UH=1 Huey gunship "t;;}X'ks out" against suspected enemy posi tiona 18 

miles southwest of the Marble Moanta.in Air Fa.cil1tyo The bird assigned to Marine Lieht 

Helicopter Squa~on 167 was parti·e1pating in a search and olear m1ssion o (Official U. 
i' I 
~" 

S. Marine Corps l'hoto by GySgt;. Henry A" Mahan) 
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WORK OUT 
Release No: 177~71 
:By: Sgt. Lee SaJ.ter 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS; OFFICE 
1st Marine Aircra.ft Wing 

Military Ass{stanoe -command'g Vietnam 
FPO San Francisoo, 9660~ 

25 March 1971 

WORK OtlT---A Marine 00-1 Huey gunship 1I'11.,'UrksOlltll against suspected enemy positions 1B 

miles sOIlthwest of the Marble Mountain Air Facllityo The bird assigned to Marine LiBbt 

Helicopter Squa.dron 167 was participa.ting in a. search and clear miss ion 0 (Official U. 
- ~ . 

\, 

S. Marine Corps Photo 'by GySgt. Henry Ao _M~an) 
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1ST. MI\--:l, E AU:::R.\.c·( \'/1;-.13, F'~FPAC 
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FIRE 
~elease No: " 1~71 
By: ,Sgt. Lee Salter 

FoR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

• PUBLIC AFFAIru;·~ -OFFICE • 
let Marine ~Aircra.tt "Wjng 

Milita.1:'y AssistailoeCamnand-, --Vietnam 
FPO San ~anoisco, 96602 

25 March 19'n. 

;"FIRE"--A r-ook~t departs a ~ine UIl-1 Huey sunship, from Marine Light Helicopter 
" .; - '. . 

SqUadron 167, duriJlg a search and clear mission, 18 Jqtles soutbW'fl,t ofi;the Marble 

Mountain Air Facility. (Offioial lJ. S.Mtu-ineCorps Ihoto by GySgt. Henry A.Mahan) 
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FIRE 
Release Not 17a..1'1 
By;. Sgt. Lee Salter 

R>R IMMEDIATE BELElSE 

DECLASSIFIED 

e-pUlniIC AFFAIRS,OFFICE ~ 
1st Marlne _Aircra.tt .. Wing 

Milit8t7 Assistance Caiunand-, --Vietnam 
FPO San Franoisco, 96602 

25 March 1971 

"FlRB"--A.; r.ook~t departs a Harine UH·1 Hu.., 8Unship, from Marine L~t Helicopter 
.' . 

Squach'on 167. during a searcll BDC1 clear mission, 18 JJ4les 8Outb1i'OS:t of ;,'the Marble 

Mountain Air FaCility. (Official U. S. Ma:ine Corpa Ihoto by GySgt. Henry A. Mahan) 

MAG·16 PHC',\) ~ ,~ 
1ST. MA.'1liE AI~C:RAFT WI. " ~ ,~1)~C 

C/O F.P.O. ;..A •• fKA C .. ,;;.).2 

DATE 1'1 jYJ"r '7/ N£G. N:':>,Pi, l:i~-3J 7( 

DESCRIPTION fJ r1 ~ I E il Fi",z..t$'~ 
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BIRPS EYE VlEM 
Release Bo: 179-71 
Byz Sgt. Lee Salter 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

PU»LIC !FlAIRS OFFICE 
" '. -1.itMBrine lircratt Wing 

MilitQl.'Y Assistanoe COminand:,- Vietnam 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

25 March 1911 

BIRDS Em VlEW---The view from inside a Marine UB-l Huey Gunship from MQl.'ine Li~ t 

Helioopter Spdron 167, as rockets f'rom the bird hit their targets. The gunship was 

participating in. a search and. olear mission seven miles southwest of 'the Marble 

Mountain A,:iZ Facility, on the edge of the Sou.th Vinh Dien River. (Offioial U. So 

Marine Corps Photo by GySgt. Henry A. Mahan) 
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:Bmps . EYE VIm 
Release Ho: 179-71 
By. Sgt. Lee Salter 

FOR IMMEDIATE RE~E 

DECLASSIFIED 

PUBLIC ABAl:as: ··OFFICE 
-' . -. ~li t HBriile Aircraft \6Jlg • 

Mili ta"t'y Assistance COmtDanci,' Vie tnem 
Fro San Francisco, 96602 

25 March 1971 

:BIRDS EYE VIEW---!he view trom inside a Ma;dna UB- i Huey Gunship £rom Marina Li~ t 

Helioopter Sqm.dron ,67, as rookets f'J!tom the bird hit their tC"gets. The gunship was 

participating in a search end cleC" mission seven miles sOlthvest of the Marble 

Monntain A;.r Facility', on the edge of the South Vinh Dien River. (Official U. So 

Marine Corps Photo by GySgt. Hell1'7 A. Mahan) 
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MAG-16 PHOTO LAB 
1ST. MARINE AIRCRAFT WING, FMFPAC 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS OWlCE 
1st Marine Aircraft W:ing ,. -... 

Military Assistance COIIDD.andg Vietnan". 
FPC San Francisco, 96602 

.' ~. 
SEARCH 
Release No: 180-71 

, ~ Sgt. Lee Salter 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

SEARCH AND C~ .. -A Marine UH-1.Hu.ey- Gunshi'P·f'.rom Marine ~tBelicopter Squadron 

167, fires B8frlnst suspected enemy- positions dunng search and olear missions southwest 

ot the Marble Htamtain Air Facility. (otficial U. S. Jlarine Carps Photo bJ Gy-Sgt. Henry­

Ai. Mahan) 
3 
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SEARCH 
R~lease No: 180-71 
B3't Sgt. Lee Sa]. tar, 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

• PUBLIC AFFAIRS OWlCE 
1st Ma'r1neAircraf'"tWing , . 

Military Assistance Command, Viet.nan,,", 
FPO San Franoisco, 96602 

SEARCH .ua> CLEAB.--A MarineUH-1.Ruey- Gunshi'P 'from Marine ~t;1:Ie1icopter Squadron 

167, fires aea:inst suspected eneiny posi tiona du~ search and' Qlea.rmissiops BOIlthwest 

of the Marble MoUntain Air Facility. (O:ffioial U. S. Marine CO"rPs Photo l)y' GySgt. Henry 

,Ai. Mahan) 
.~ 
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• • 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 

FPO San Francisco, 96002 

Navy Commendation Medal 
Release No: 181-71 
By: Sgt. Lee Salter 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

30 Ma.rch 1971 

DA.NA.NG, ROPJ,blic of Viotnam-Marine Sergeant Foter Popovich, Jr., (Pit1BbJrgh, 

Pa.) a Combat Photographer with Marine Air :Base Squadron (MAJ3S), Marine Aircraft 

GroU~ (MAG), 16, was a~ded the, Nawy Conrrncndation Madal with Ccmbat "V" during 

coremonio!'l. at the Marble Mountain Air FacUity. 

sgt. Popovich was cited for mGritoriaus service 'While serving as a. Combat 

Photographer with MA.J38-13, MAG-13, based at Chu Lai. 

"During f'rcqwmt a.ttacks against the Chu. Lai Air :Base,," the citation stated, IIhe 

----~-'-, 

repea.tedly distinguish0d himself by his courage and composure under fir.. Particulaxly 

noteworthy were his actions du:cing the early morning hours of May 51' 1970.11 

A t this timl!l~ th0 bas:e W!il;S under an intense mortax baxrage ..tlich seriously wounded 

four Marin(j\)s and left their hut afirQ. 

"Afteraiding in. r(EIloving tha mon from the burning structur.~tI the citation 

continues, "he fearlessly mai.ntained his dangerously exposed position until he had 

extinguished tha blaZ0." 

":By his ini tiati ve', sublJ!rb prof:essionalli.sm, and loyal de;votion to duty,. Sgt. 

Popovich ca;t'ned thai r(9,spcct of aU who, serV€ld with h:i.m and upheld the f:inetst tro.di tions 

of the Marine Corps and thG United sta.tes Naval Sorvicc." 

Lieutonant Cailonel J. M. Il0a.n.~ Squadron Commanding Officam', made the presentation. 

-usmc-
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• • 
PUBLIC AFFAmS OFFICE 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing 
Military Assistance Command, Vi~tnam 

FPO San F.t'ancisco, 96602 

SIlpporiing Art for 1st MA.\>/ Release No: 181-71' 
Photo No: 1W16-240~3-71 ' 
B,r: Sgt. LOG Salt~r 

EtlR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

;(l Maroh 1971 

HONORED---Scrg@ant Poter Popo1V'ich, Jr., Marino Air l3a.aQ Squadron (MABS) 16, Marino 

Aircraft Qcoup (MAG) 16, recoivos tho Na.vy Commendation Modal with Combat "Vu, f'rom 

Lieutenant Colonol J. M. Doan, Squadron Commanding Officer. Sgt. Popovich was cited 

for meritorious service in thQ Republic of Viotnam. (Official U. S. Marine Corps 

Photo by Sgt. John Hondorson) 

-usmc-
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• 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 

1st Marine Airoraft Wing 
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 

FPO San F.rancisco, 96602 

Supporiing Art for 1st MAW Release No: 18t-11 
lboto No: 1W16-2.4Q .... 3-11 ' 
B.Y: Sgt. Loe Salter 

;p March 1971 

HONORED---Sergcaant Peter PopoiV'iCh, Jr., Marine Air :Base Squadron (MA:BS) 16, Marine 

Airoraft ~oup (MAG) 16, reoGliws the Na.vy Commondation Moda.l with Comba.t nyu, from 

Lieutenant ColonGll J. M. Doan, Squadron Commanding Officer. Sgt~ Popovich was cited 

for meritorious service in the Republic of Vietnam. (Official U. S. Marine Corps 

!hoto 1:}y Sgt. John Henderson) 
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1,000 Miler 
Release 1I0: 182,.11 
Bys Sgt. Lee Salte:e. 

~R IMmn>IATE RELEAS& 
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PDlJLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
!'PO San F.r:anaisoo, 96602 

31 March 1971 

DA.IWrG, Republio of VietD.am .. _Haster Gunnery Sergeant Paul D. ~ (Pawtucket, Ii. I.) 

~~eted 1,000 miles M£Oh24---on root! 
.' ." . ". , '. ;".' '. , 

Assisned to Headquart.ersand Maintenanoe Squadron. (R&MS)-1'6'-:'Mat'iIle-mcru.tt . Grmup-16, 

the 49 year old MGySgt CClIII.pleted his journey over a two year ;period. 

"I run an average or nine miles> per week, It he stated, Itead up to 15, it I feel up to 

it. II 
, 

MGySgt. Br~ oompleted 407 miles or this since arriving in the Reptblio of Vietnam on 

May 26, 1910. 

'then asked ot future goals, he replied, "I'm not going to give up. I may run 2,000 

miles." 

-usmc-
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