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PART T

ORGANIZATTONAL DATA

1. (U)

lst Marine Aircraft Wing

DESIGNATION

SUBORDINATE UNITS

Marine Wing Headquarters Squadron-1

Marine Aircraft Group-12

Marine Aircraft Group-12(Forward)

Marine Aircraft Group-15

Marine Wing Support Group-17

Marine Air Control Group-18

Marine Airckaft Group-36

Task Force Delta

1lst MAW Representative
w/7th Air Force
2, (U)

lst Marine Aircraft Wing

LOCATION

Task Force Delta

DECLASSIFIED

COMMANDER

Major General L. E. BROWN
1l September - 30 September

LtCol R. E. HAWES

1-39 September

Maj J. L. EDDY (Acting)
1-30 September

Col D. C. MACHO

1-30 September

LtCol D. J. SLEE (Acting)
1-4 September

LtCol H. L. JACKSON(Acting)
5-30 September

Col D. C. MACHO
1-30 September

Col A. W, TALBERT
1-30 September

Col J. L. GOEBEL
1-30 September

Col G. B. McPHERSON
1-30 September

Col W. R. MALONEY
1-30 September

BGen R. W. TAYLOR
1-30 September

Col W. B, FLEMING
1-30 September

MCAS Iwakuni, Japan
1-30 September

Nam Phong AB, Thailand
1-30 September
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1st MAW Representative

Marine

Marine

Marine

Marine

Marine

Marine

3. (U)

w/7th Air Force

Aircraft Group-12

Aircraft Group-12(Forward)

Aircraft Group-15

Wing Support Group-17

Air Control Group-18

Aircraft Group-36

STAFF OFFICERS

Assistant Wing Commander

Chief of Staff

Saigon, Vietnam
1-30 September

MCAS
1-30

Iwakuni, Japan
September

Bien
1-30

Hoa AB, Vietnam
September

Nam Phong AB, Thailand
1-30 September

MCAS
1-30

Iwakuni, Japan
September

MCAS
1-30

Iwakuni, Japan
September

MCAS
1-30

Futema, Okinawa
September

BGen
1-30

R. W. TAYLOR
September

Col J. V. HANES
1-30 September

Assistant Chief of Staff, G=1 Col C. D. CORN
1-30 September
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 LtCol J. P. REICHERT
1-30 September
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3 Col J. W. PARCHEN
1-30 September
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4 Col L. P. BAITES
1-30 September
Assistant Chief of Staff, Comptroller Maj G. B. SMITH
1-1 September
LtCol G. F. GALLAGHER
"4-30 September
Assistant Chief of Staff, Management Ma% W, D, ALEKSIC
1-8 September
Maj W. J. HANLEY
9-30 September
Assistant Chief of Staff, Human LtCol G. L. CARLSCN
Affairs Division 1-30 September
2 UNCLASSIFIED
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Staff Secretary Maj E, F. TOWNLEY
1-30 September

Aide de Camp Capt M. M, HYNES
1-30 Septmeber

Sergeant Major SgtMaj. S. M. WEAVER
1-30 September

SPECTAL STAFF

Adjutant Capt L. R.. ROBERTS
1-30 Septmeber
Area Auditor Lt M. D. THOMPSON
' 1-30 September
Wing Chaplain Capt D, K, VELTMAN,CHC, USN
1-30 September
Communication-Electronics Col H. L. FOGARTY
Officer 1-30 September
Wing Inspector Col P, G. McMAHON

1-24 September
Col J. W. SMITH
24-30 September

Public Affairs Officer Capt H. J. COLLINS
1-30 September

Director of Safety ILtCol C. G. REDMAN
1-30 September

Staff Judge Advocate LtCol R. W, EDWARDS
1-3Q September

Wing Supply Officer Col A. G. WATTE
1-30 September

Wing Surgeon Capt E. C, REED, Jr. MC,USN
1-30 September
4, (U) AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTH

a. 1lst Marine Aircraft Wing

UsSMC
Officers Enlisted

1058 7938
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

All major efforts of the First Marine Alrcraft
Wing continued to be directed in support of combat
operations in Indochina during the month of September.
Deployed units were located at Nam Phong AB, Thalland,
Bien Hoa AB, RVN, NAS Cubi Point, RPI, and aboard
Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) shipping and USS Cleveland
in the Qulf of Tonkin. These deployed units flew
combat and combat support missions comprised of
close ailr support, fighter cover, aerial refueling,
interdiction, and electronic countermeasure missions
in North and South Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, and the
Gulf of Tonkin. 1st MAW activity at MCAS Iwakuni
during the month was highlighted by the departure of
VMFA-122. The squadron returned to MCAS Kaneohe Bay,
Hawaii, in late September ending its five month
deployment with the 1st MAW.

NAM PHONG AB, THAILAND

Task Force Delta improved the base facilities at
Nam Phong during September with expansion of the
electrical distribution systems and continued progress
with construction of maintenance and cantonment areas.
Security measures were increased in light of the
intelligence reports of possible NVN attacks by
fire of infiltration teams on US bases in Thailand.
Training of the Marine and Thai security forces
emphasized addedr precautions during the hours of
darkness and included flare drops provided by the CH-46
helicopters of the H&MS-36 detachment.

VMFA-115 began Barrier Combat Air Patrol (BARCAP)
missions on 6 September. Both MAG-15 F-4 sauadrons
now have a dual air-to- air and air-to-ground role.
In the event a BARCAP mission 1s cancelled by higher
authority, F-4 aircraft armed with four Sidewinder
missiles are quickly reconfigured with two Triple
Ejector Racks (TER's) of three MK-82 bombs each.
Although not ‘the optimum alr-to-ground configuration
for F-U's, this method of operation permits launching
air-to-ground combat sorties with aircraft previously
not available because of theilr dedication solely to the
air-to-air mission. A-6 aircraft of MAG-15 continued
their dual role of flying night "systems" missions into
NVN and day close air support missions in RVN. MAG-15
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F-4's and A-6's in September accounted for 361
secondary explosions and 15 sustained fires while
flying 706 combat missions in 1424 flight hours.

BIEN HOA AB, RVN

During September, MAG-12 (Fwd) suffered the
first adrcraft losses to enemy action since the unit
returned to Vietnam and combat operations in May 1972.
On 2 September, an A-U4 on a close air support mission
of RVN forces near An Loc, RVN, was heavily damaged
by AAA fire. The pilot managed to maintain control
of' the crippled aircraft for several mlnutes. before
he was forced to eject approximately 15 miles northwest
of Bien Hoa AB. The pilot was subsequently recovered
uninjured.

A second MAG-12 (Fwd) A-4-was downed by AA fire on
26 September, again on a close air support mission of
RVN forces near An Loc. The pilot, Capt. J. P. WALSH,
ejected, but intense ground fire in the rescue area
caused the SAR effort to be unsuccessful. Capt. WALSH
is now listed as MIA.

On 10 September an” explosion triggered by
undetermined causes destroyed a major portion of the
VNAF ordnance dump at Bien Hoa AB. The resultant
concussion and flying shrapnel caused limited damage
to the MAG-12 (Fwd) living area and minor injury to
four Marines. No damage was sustained by MAG-12 (Fwd)
aircraft.

In the 1414 sorties conducted during the month over
Military Regions 3 and U4 and Cambodia, MAG-12 (Fwd)
expended 1645 tons of bombs, 2300 Zuni rockets, and
36,000 rounds of 20mm ammunition in 1645 flight hours.
MAG-12 (Fwd) pilots were credited with 229 enemy
personnel KBA, 193 secondary explosions and 15 sustained
fires.

NAS Cubi Point, RPI

The EA=6A aircraft of the VMCJ detachment flew
234 electronic warfare sorties in support of 7th
Fleet air strikes against NVN in September. Deployed
since 3 April 72, the detachment neared the six month
mark in routine fashlon, staging its daily ECM missions
from NAS Cubi Point and flying into combat over the
Gulf of Tonkin after a stop at Danang AB for fuel and
crew rotation.
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GULF OF TONKIN
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HMM-165, embarked aboard U3SS New Orleans, served as
the aviation component for MAU contingencies in the
gulf of Tonkin throughout September. Relieved on
station in the Gulf of Tonkin in late August, HMM-164,
aboard USS Okinawa, participated in Operation ZAMEX,

a 31st MAU amphibious exercise in the Philippines.
Port calls for ship maintenance, replenishment of
supplies,sand R & R for personnel at Subic Bay and
Hong Kong occupied the squadron for the remainder of
the month.

The AH=1J Cobra helicopters of HMA-369 resumed

Marine Hunter Killer (MARHUK) operations from the deck
of USS Cleveland on 13 September, The unit continued
its survelllance of merchant shipping and the inter-
diction of enemy supplies near the NVN anchorage of

Hon La and Hon Nieu. The €nemy's expanded practice

of off loading bagged supplies from the merchant ships
under cover of darkness directly into the water, testifies
to the effectiveness of the MARHUK concept. With flare
illumination provided from naval guns of the supporting
ships, the long strings of bags floating toward shore
are vulnerable to the Cobra's 20mm guns and rockets.
Approval for firing 5 inch Zuni rockets from AH-1J

was granted in early September. The Cobras began

using these weapons on 13 September. The Zunis have
proven to be an effective and accurate weapon, with a
good stand-off capability, against both NVN Water-
Borne Logistic Craft and defended shore positlons.

MCAS IWAKUNI, JAPAN

VMFA-122, with P-4B aircraft arrived at MCAS Iwakuni
for 1st MAW augmentation on 2 May 72, in the wake of the
rapid deployment of VMFA-11y and VMFA-232 to Danang, RVN.
After nearly five months in Japan, the unit commenced the
return TransPac to MCAS Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii, on the
morning of 27 September. The "Crusaders" changed OpCon
to the 1st Marine Brigade on that date.

General E. E. ANDERSON, Assistant Commandant of the
Marine Corps, visited the 1lst MAW deployed units at
Bien Hoa and Nam Phong during late September. At each
location the General recelved an operatlonal briefing
and toured the unit's facilities. On 29 September,
General Anderson visited MAG-36,then proceeded to
Iwakuni. He visited 1lst MAW headquarters at MCAS
Iwakuni, toured MCAS Iwakuni, and was briefed on Wing
deployments, combat operations, and human relations
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programs. General ANDERSON completed his visit to
the 1lst MAW and departed MCAS Iwakuni on 30 September.

SECRET

LtGen L, H. WILSON, CG FMFPac, visited the 1lst MAW
deployed units at Cubi Point, Bien Hoa, and Nam Phong
during the period 23 to 25 September 1972.
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PART IIT

SEQUENTTAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1 September

2 September

4 September

6 September

10 September

11 September

13 September

MCAS Ywakuni, Japan: MGen L. E. BROWN
departed for a four day visit of 1st
MAW units at Cubi Point, Bien Hoa,

Nam Phong, and Futema.

Bien Hoa AB, RVN: While on a close air
support mission in support of RVN forces
near An Loc, RVN, an A-4 (VMA-311) was
damaged by enemy ground fire. The pilot
was forced to eject from his crippled
aircraft approximately 15 miles north-
west of Bien Hoa and was rescued unhurt.
(CTU 79.3.7 021346 Z Sep 72 (38))

Nam Phong AB, Thailand: The UPS-1 was
certified by the FAA for use 1n ground
controlled instrument landing approaches.

(CTU 79.3.9 0414457 Sep-=72 (S))

Nam Phong AB, Thalland: MAG-15 expanded
its participation in the Barrier Combat
Air Patrol (BARCAP) missions to

include VMFA-115. Both F-4 squadrons

of MAG-15, VMFA-115 and VMFA-232, are
now flying the fighter-cover sorties
over NVN,

(CTU 79.3.9 0615467 Sep 72 (S))

Bien Hoa AB, RVN: Minor damage was
sustained in the MAG-12 (Pwd) living
area when a major portion of the VNAF
ordnance dump exploded from undetermined
causes. Four enlisted Marines received
minor injuries.

(CTU 79.3.7 101440Z Sep 72 (8))

Hong Kong, BCC: USS Cleveland, with
HMA-369 embarked, departed for NVN
waters after completion of port call.
(CTU 77.0.7 131645Z Sep 72 (S))

Gulf of Tonkin: USS Cleveland, with
HMA-369 embarked, arrived on station
near Hon La anchorage, NVN. MARHUK
operations were resumed.

(CTU 77.0.7 1316U45Z Sep 72 (S))

1 SECRET
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23 September Gulf of Tonkin: For the first time
during the three months that HMA-369
has conducted MARHUK operations, a PRC
merchant ship displayed armament. Two
51 cal and two over/under 37mm guns were
observed aboard Hung Chi 162 by the
AH-1J Cobra pilots.
(CTU 77.0.7 2317457 Sep 72 (8))

24 September Nam Phong AB, Thailand: The "Rose
Garden Chapel™ was formally dedicated
during an ecumenical service representing
the major religious demominations among
the members of Task Force Delta.
(CTU 79.3.9 241537Z Sep 72 (8))

26 September Bien Hoa AB, RVN: An A-4 (VMA-211)
supporting ARVN personnel in the area
of An Loc, RVN, was downed by enemy AAA
fire. The pilot, Capt. J. P. WALSH,
ejected ,but intense ground fire thwarted
the rescue helicopter efforts. Capt.
WALSH is now listed as MIA.
(CTU 79.3.7 261220Z Sep 72 (S))

27 September MCAS Iwakuni, Japan: VMFA-122 commenced
TransPac to MCAS Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii,
ending its five month deployment to 1lst
MAW.,

(CG 1lst MAW 262315Z Sep 72 (8))

29 September MCAS Twakuni, Japan: General E. E. ANDERSON,
Assistant Commandant of the Marine Corps,
and party arriveg at MCAS Iwakuni for a
two day visit of 1lst MAW Headquarters.
and MCAS Iwakuni.
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MAG-12 (FWD)

BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

PERIOD: 1 to 30 September 1972
OPERATING AREA: Military Regions 3 and 4, and Cambodia

COMBAT SORTIES: 1560 Scheduled/1414 Flown/1792.3 Hours

ORDNANCE EXPENDED: BombS eveeeeenns 7795 (1,645 Tons)
5in. ZUNI Rockets......o.... 2311
20MM. v e vttt e e 36,000

BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT:

Personnel 229 Confirmed KBA/1 Probable
Destroyed Damaged

Trucks - 1
Tracked Vehicles 1 -
AAA Pileces - -{1 Silenced)
51 Cal Guns 1 1(1 Silenced)
Mortars 8 -
Fortified Positions 91 38
Structures 217 119
Bunkers 272 L7(7 Uncovered)
Barge 1 3
Sampans 73 20
Supply Caches 6 -

Secondary Explosions...l1l93

Sustalned Fires.....oee. 15
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MAG-15

BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

PERIOD: 1 to 30 September 1972

OPERATING AREA: Military Region 1, Route Package 1,
Steel Tiger, and Balrrell Roll

COMBAT SORTIES: 960 Scheduled/706 Flown/1423.6 Hours)
(Includes 178 scheduled/179 Flown
BARCAP Missions)

ORDNANCE EXPENDED: Bombs.......3417(1447 Tons)

BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT:

Personnel 21 Confirmed XKBA/1l1l Probable
Destroyed Damaged

Tanks 1 -
Trucks 5 4
Armored Pers. Carriers 1 -
AAA Pieces 1 -
130MM Guns - 3
51 Cal Guns - 1
Mortars 1 -
Fortified Positions I -
Structures 24 13
Bunkers 64 8
Bridges 2 -
Supply Caches 2 -

Secondary Explosions...361

Sustalned Fires...voes e 15
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FOR BLC MALFUNCTION aiD | AIR ABORTED c'OR AN AIR COMPRESSOR rAILUREq*
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UNIT®S INTSUM'S SER*S 150/151 DIG'S 6815152/8916202 SEP 72 (S)
ANU-DAILY OPREP-4'S. RECAP OF Gu-SITE ATC FACILITIES IS AS
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DTG 1816157 SEP 72 (S) AND DAILY OPREP- 475, CTU 79.3.7 OPREP- -3 s
SER:S 801/202 DTG'S 2405602 AUG/GSBSS@Z SEP 727 (C) bTATUS UN-
. CHANGED. A
.+ .~ TASK FORCE DELTA = .. & . , A
L Ao NAIl PHONG, IRAILAﬁD T e Tl
Bo MISSION . . . VHFA VFA VHA(AW) HUIS-38 VI @R=-152: . -

_ L 115 232 533 DET"D" DET*D* % -
;- (1) CMBT SORTIES ' 18/11 12/8 10/3 = @ .- BT
. (2) CMBT SUPPORT . - -0 0 2 B I R
S - (3) NON CMBT - -oure 1 3 Yy - 6 R - S
ST o @) HOURS 0 fUL T 2848 c18.2 5.1 . 4.T  2f.2 L
oo T (5) JP=4 . et @ LR ? 8. 100,380 LBS..
_ -, (6 ORD EXP (MK82) - 30 12 S 6 -
(00 , (MK46/47) 52 3T 0 p. I
SN C . (MK83) 16 - 6 o g 9
v | (ROCKEYE) @ - @ 18 o @ .

Ce NAG°15 SQDNS FLEW 9 CMBT SORTIES IN MReti, 3 IN RP=1, o

3 STEEL TI1GERS (SOUTHERN LAOS> AND 7 LINLCBACKERS (NUN). BDA UNAVAL
AT TIME OF THIS RPT. VMFA-115 FIGURES INCLUDE BLADE 2(SEP 10) MSNS. -~
?VMFA=115 FIGURES DO 80T INCLUDE BLADE. 2 MSN OF {1 SEP, VMFa-232°

PAGE FOUR RHARSGGSBﬂa s E c R ET @ L
WAD 3 CMBT SORTIES WHICH WERE AIR ABORTS AND COYNTED AS NON cmBI,.
AN/TRN-16 (LF NDB) OPNL AS OF THIS RPT. ALL OTHER AIC FACILIIIES
REMAIN THE SAME. 52 RTAF AIR POLICE PERSONNEL ARR THIS SITE :
TODAY AS INITIAL INCREMENT TO0 PLANNED 244 PLUS MAN FORCE, IT wiLD
BE THE FUNCTION OF THESE PERSOMNNEL ; INTER ALIA, 10 PROVIDE SECURITY
FROM PERIMETER FENCE T0 A RADIUS OF 16 KM OUTYARD FROM SITE,
© YMFA=232 HAD 9 OR- ACFT AT COMMENCEMENT FLT OPNS, 5 LINEBACKER =
'ACFT LAUNCHED BUT OME ACFT RTB WITH AN A/B MALFUHCTIOR. 2 ACFT LAUNCHED
ON AFTERNOON A/G MSN aAND DANANG TURN-AROUND, HOWEVER, 1 ACFT DEVELQPFD o
A BLC MALFUNCTION SO FLT RIB. ON LANDING, OTHER ACFI EXPERIENCED ~ w0 ¥
ENG PROBLEM. NONE OF THE 4 LINEBACKER ACFI COULD BE TURNED e A
L AROUND FOR A/G SORTIES BECAUSE 3 HAD RADAR PROBLEMS AND 1 HAD A
. GYRO MALFUNCTIOM, 4 A/G SORTIES LOST SINCE RADAR SYSTEMS REQUZRED
{ MAINT PRIOR TO 12 SEP LINEBACKER SORTIES. VMA(AW)-533 COMPL 3 OF
s 4 NIGHT SYSTEMS SORTIES. 1 SURTIE LOST WHEN LAST AvaIL ACFT - - -
- DEVEL OPED HYD LEAK. .2 ACFT SCHED FOR DAY A/G MSN TURNING AROUND
AT DANANG, HOWEVER, 1| OF THESE DEVELOPED HYD LEAK AFIER START, o N
%O OTHER ACFT AVAIL FOR DAY A/G SORTIES, (REMAINING UP ACFT DEDIGATED -
" TC NIGHT SYSIEMS MSN), HENCE § DAY SORIIES wERE Lo'%Ic . PAGE %\ﬁ? L&*gaamy
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TOTAL

"A". ’

-

HQ :

mADb‘15 C e
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