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MARINE Alli SU ,'PORT SQUADRON 2 

Marine Wirig Headquarters Group 1 

CONFlDENl'IAL 

1 st Marine Aircraft vling, FHF, Pacific 
FPO, San Francisco" California 96601 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Cormnandi~g Officer, Marine Wing Headquarters Group 

Subj: Command Chronology' \.A) 

Ref: (a) MeO 5750.1 
(b) MeO 5750.2 
(c) ForceO 3121.1B 
(d) NAV1{C 1110 

1. Qrpanizational Data 

a. Subordinate Units: 

3 :C~10:1\dt" 
5750 
03A03766 '. 
Copy-,-of~copie~ 

(1) Devastate Alpha - AN!CPQ-10 system #11 located at Chu Lai, RVN. 
(2) Devastate Bravo - AN/I'FQ-l0 system #2 located at Marble Mountai.n 

Air Facility, RVN. 
(3) Devastate Charlie - AN/I'PQ-l0 system #6 located at Chu Lai, RVN 

~ (4) Devastate Delta - AN/I'PQ-to system # ltjlocated at Quang Ngai, RVN 
(5) Landshark - DASC located at 3rd Marine Division Command Post, 

Danang, RVN. 
(6) Landshark Alpha - nASC looated at Chu Lai, RVN 

b. Period Covered: 1 January through 31 January, 1966 

c. Cownandi.lg Officer: LtCol R.W. SHEPPE 
Executive Officer: Maj J .R. EDDY 
Operations Off;i.cer: Capt E.L. BRCNlN . 

Landshark OIC: Capt J.J. DEENEY' 
Landshark A OIC: Capt G.R. PRESCOTT , , 

Dev sst ate A oro: First Lieutenarit F. H ~ . KOS 
Devastate B OIC: First Lieutenant F.A •. FINIZIO 
Devastate C orc: First Lieutenant E.J. KORENEK 
Devastate D orc: First Lieutenant D.C. LECOUN!' 

Administrative Officer: ,C~ S.J~~1XlSERTY 
SUpplY Officer: -Capt L.D HARPOLD 
Communications Officer: _ Capt_,J .. .AYERS 
Intelligence Officer:F:.._-, Firat Lieutenant.::Jw·m~ YOUNG 
Motor Transport Officer: Capt L.J. MORrON 

d. The average strength of MASS-2 during the month of Janua.l7 was 
l4 Officers USMC, 158 Enlisted USMC I 4 Enlisted USN, and 1 civilian 
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technical representative employed by General Electric. 

2. SIGNIFICANI' EVENT'S AS THEY CGCURED CHRONOLOGICALL..1: 

A. 1 Jan: 

(1) Devastate "B" began packing up for move to Marble Mountain 
Air Facility. 

B. " Jan: 

, ( 1) C andole 9-1, controlled by Devastate I dropped 8 D-2 I ~ 50 
t.o 100 meters from ARVN troops preventing a VC overrun of an outpost. 
Report ot this success came from the 3rd Marine Division ALO. 

C. 4 Jan: 

(1) Devastate "DII assumed AN!rPQ-10 control of DaNang ~TAOR 
while D:3vastate "B" moves to new location. 

D. 5 Jan: 

( 1) Devastate "BII commenced move. 

E. 6 Jan: 

(1) 5 Officers trom TAOO vi.Sited Landshark and were br.;efe~. _ 
(2) Devastate liB" system #2. omplaced at Marble Ho_~.lr 

Facility. 

F. 8 Jan: 

(1) General GREEN and party visited Landshark. 

G. 9 Jan: 

(1) Devastate liB" fully operatio!lBl. Assumed ANjrPQ-l0 
control of Dd~nt\g '!lAOR. 

(2) Devastate "D" moved to Qt.tang Ngai. 

H. 10 Jan: 

(1) Mobile DASC departed on Operation MALLARD. Operating 
successfully at 1645H from An Hoa air strip. 

(2) Change of Command ceremony. LtCol R.W. SHEPPE relieftd 
LtC0l R.L. CUNr-JINGHAM JR as IEVASTATE 6. LIFESAVER. 6 at.t.ended ceremozw"l 

• 

I. 11 Jan: 

(1) IEVASTATE 6 and LtCol CUNNINGHAM visited Chu Lai ~ts. 
(2.) MOMENl' 3 and LIFESAVER 6 visited Mobile DASC at An Hoa. 
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i;.J. 12 Jan: 

(1) Deve.state tlD!I c2.l:i.bI'D.tion hop had a 100 meter circulur 'error 
p>ol1>abU:i:tyej 

(2.) DEVi~TATE 6 vi~ited the Mobile DASC at An Hoa. 

K. 13 Jan~ 

(1) Joint Chief of Staff Study Group visited Landshark to 
rev:i.ew Ai:-:- CO!I::I''.Jl pr0~edurers. 

(~!.) B:r~.g t]~";'1 ~~t a.nd party visi.ted DeyC'.st.ate IIAII. 
U) L~G 01 BI,AKEI:.i: US!'l.J j) end C 01 ffi::.~I1:;a LSAF, were briefed 

on AH/rrq.··l0 cperC':i:.i.on;;.; a;t, Devastate I!B!I. 

(1) VMlJJ-1 ~orted that Devastate "BIIS controlled positioning 
of t,hs Yr.f) pIle.to aircraft was extremely, accurate. They anticipate 
opera:t.i:m.qJ_ eXploitation of this control support. 

M. 16 Jan: 
-. 

(1) Devastate liB" controlled a mission that .had large error. 
Target was in the An Hoa area and two Vietnamese were reported 
injured. The Mobile DASC coordiratec1. the ensu-i..ng medical evacuation. 
DevastB.te "Bll caased operat:i.ons 1.u:tll error can be dete;ra1.ncd, (see 
operations nar,. ative below) 

N. 17 Jan: 

(1) Dev~Etate liB" caJ"ihr9:tion shows marked error in AT grid 
zone 1;.9. .\H/ff?Q-1O site scheduled for re-sur.rey. 

(.2) ~·.i:l0 Mobile D.ASC re-r,urned from operation MALLARD. 
0) Jovastate IID:I mortared by VC troops. No injuries or 

d&llage V,.,:,,~' :;m~f~::_iDed. 

O. 2.0 J aG.~ 

(1) 3VASTATE 6 and party attended a J:?riefing on operation 
roUBLE EAGI..F. 

(2) Capt VAN OOREN) S-3 of the 17Sth Signal Co. I USA I visited 
Devastat8 flU" lop' A'n,trPQ-~O briefif1-€;o 

(3) Damage ass0Boment. on a Devastate "A" controlled mission 
on, 16 Jan ·W:::.8 :;'eceiT:;Q f::.'om A.t'--rf~R.GLCvi '1 h. :r:i confirmed 27 VC KIA. 
~.'. (4) Re ... F;U!"10Y of Devastate liB" comp:j.eted with no discrepancy 
noted

G 
AJ.;:;o -' 'I able ~\ 2.H maintenance checks were withol.rr., discrepancy. 
eli) Delfast.a.t.e "All was inspected by 1stMAW' CEO.inspec-l:.ing team. 

(1) DEV AST ATE :3 and det~chm.ent. !!mbarked aboard r;)T 1167 for 
operation roUBLE EdL1LE. 
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Q. 24 Jan: 

(1) LIFES.WER 6 and Col PARKER USAF" the J-3 from Saigon" 
/ observed operat~ons at Landshark. 

R. 25 Jan: 

(1) DEVASTATE 6 departed for Chu Lai to join Devastate 
detachment afloat. 

(2) Devastate "C" ceased operations due to error in controlled 
missions. Rcquired re-calibration aircraft and mission. 

s. 26 Jan: 

,(1) DEVASTATE 3A attended after-action critique on operation 
MA:,T~ARD. The Mobile DASC received favorable comments from STAKEOUT 6, 
S)i':::?IIG 6., PERMISSION 6, STAKEOur 14, and MOMENI' 3. 

(1) MOMENl' 6 visited the DEVASTATE area. 
(2) Devastate tlB" re-calibration runs reported an average 

circle probability of 60 meters on three targets. Resumed operations 
in grid zone 49. 

(1) Airborne DASC initiated from 0852 to 1705H. Utilized 
only as a radio relay for ground units and not in accordance with set 
concept of this DASC. 

(2.) R();:1~ANN 5 and 6 visited Devastate "B". 

v. 31 Jan: 

The Hobile DASC was operational in the DOUBIE EAGLE TAOR. 

A. Administrations: 

( 1) One emergency leave 
(2.) One ti<10-year extension of enlistment 
(3) T1'lerri;,y er~i.sted had r9tation date set, up one month for early 

rot.atione 

(4) There w~re eleven regular promotions to Corporal. (E-4), 
eleven regular promotions to Lance Corppral (E-3), one regular promotiol:1 
to Sergeant, (E-5), and three regular promotions to Staff Sergeant (E-6). 

(5) LtCol R.W. SHEPPE assumed connnand on 10 JanuaI'Y' 1966.· 
(6) T1(O non-judicial punishments were held. 

: -: .. ~ 
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c 0 Operat.~.ons 

(1) Dev~.stat,e Alpha, loc3:ted a:, C~m Lai, controlled the following 
aircraft duri:ng .r anUi1ry~ 

1/:5 F.-1:.B 
~ r-d}~ 

301 A-4 

Ordnan~e expended: 

.~ 
'. 

1 ) .~. 
D8 
It~1 
AY~i·('5 

(2.) D:::'.;e.state Bravo, locat,ccl. at Harble Mountain" controlled 
a missior~ in C~.rid Z\)ne .l~9 that showed a large calibration error. 
fle-..calihrat.:i.o:>1 S;'Cii"b 8:!;'ror is in the Grid Zor.e 4.9 grid lines. l1aps 
of t.he G;oj,d ::'C11'", :"9 w(J!'e relin.eo. to coincide. with Grid Zone 48 0 

Calibre.t:i.or> ;:-t')s-,;.:JJ::;, u5in,l5 zone i;.8 grid line": wa.s E. CEP of 60 meters. 
Devast!1.te ~~;:C~lvO h2~; cont.:coiled RFf:5l\. c.h-c:,:,aft; on Qey and night photo missions' 

'. ,.,rj,th exco,.)t:'c:nal Qccnracv. Photo air~:caft can be used in the Calibratinl"'l 
of TPQ-101~ N~"en other ai;'craft are not available. The following aircraft 
l',8re controlled by Devastate Bravo~ 

80 
29 
4)' 

:F\.'hlll 
p . . (~~ 

-'.~ 1:~ .. ,J+ 
r~E,· ·E)~'1. 

Ordna"1ce eJl::re nded: 

1.m4 ='1 
1.K~ L:2 
:0~. n~, 

l~0 l)~ 

399 ... , ... *l 
t./l l 

( ANM-t5 q. 

U) :;J2vEs
J
U';[!:.. ChaY'1i8} loca.ted at C1.U LaiJ "'a.s daunt.ue to 

aircrai\, noT, ;'.:1''':1i 1.5.~j.H :Eo:;:" calibrai·ioru,.. Re(!or:ninend RF-8A aircraft be 
used for c;:uj,1:!'2:\jion" 

(1:.) Dc·;:l.f:'c-3.te Delta, located a.t QUc.1.l1g Ngai., completed ealibr~tion 
on 12 J.:muar;~'! ::;bt· W'J.th. a GEP of 100 met.ers o The followtng aircraft were 
cont.rolled b:'.Jcy,-s::s:t~) TJJ.lt-9. dUl:'~.rcg ,;aJll:a~.y: 

16 11'1 
30 D2 
5~ D3 

10 
.552 

8 

D$ 
D! 1 
ANM-65 
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CONFIIENrIAL • • (5) Landshark controlled 79$ helicopter missions, 263 fixed wing 
missions, and 21-9 medical evacuationa. Operated. in conjunction with 
operations LONG LANCE, MALL!J\.D .. and DOUBLE EAGLE~· 

(6) Landshark Alpha controlled 645 helicopter missions, 1$5 fixed 
wing missicms ;mJ 73 meG.cal evacuations~e 

(7) Th'~ mobile DASC, Landsha:rk Bravo, controUed 95 helicopter 
missions, 21 fixed wing missions and 2.5 medical evacuations during 
opere.tion HltLU,TrJo Was deployed and operational 31 January on operation 
OOUBIE EiIGJ;..E 0 . 

('$) T.~e airbo~ne DIEO, Landshark Xray, was airborne $ hours during 
opention no::sm ];AGt.E. It was ucilized only as a radio :relay and not in 
accordance w~.th set concepts· of airborne DASC utiliz8tion,. 

D. Log:'stics, Including Services" Supply and Motor Transport. 

( .; ) The supply situation within MASS-2 is iml'roving dlle pr~ily 
to the redEct.ion in lead time. The transportation of supplies from MASS-2 
t,o Chu Ltl.i is marginal due to lost shipments and aircraft, availability c 

It has oee11 oot.ermined that a courier will accompnay all shipments. 
Signif:L(!Il:'l.t supply changes since the last report include movement of the 
supply sec;-::i(',n from the old squadron OF area at DaNang to the new squ8,dron 
CP h~'e,:t .::r~ HiJ.l 2.65. 

(2.) NatoI' Transport and Genrator support is in a critical phase 
due to the high fo"llure rate of the equipment. This situation is caused 
by e:x.."t,remely heavy operating schedules and nearly impassqble roads" Notor 
~ ~'anspor';) has experienced a great deal of brake failure due primarily to 
ro,'Kt conditior..s..o 3uPlJly sup-port for Motor Transport and GenerD.tors 
CC·l~ctlinues to j.lHprcrv"'\~. 

E. Com."'nunications 

(1) Electronic inspections of detached sub-units were begun by 
j.nspecting Detach~nt Alpha. 

(2.) :E:loeh"lOt!1tJspersonnel completed t.rG-52 training at MAG-16 
(3) 'l'he GRa~;~ storage shelter arrived and will be emplaced shortly. 
(4) Calibration difficulties between TPQ-l0 and A-4 aircr?...ft test 

equipme;nl:;s 'ti8re located and the solution proposed. 
(5) T:_~ roofs were put on three of the four living tents on radio 

hill and a new COl':."'.J!l-·;r;;::'ect Office was built. 
(6) F2(;0(:;' :1.:L~:rt.a, were installed on the defensive perimeter. 

Po Uuc:.lear: Biological, Chemical Defense 

( 1) The squad:r-on possesses aU required equip..'llent and trainea 
personnel for r.J.EC do.fense ~ 

G. Ground Defense 

(1) The Seismic Intrusion recording instruments, expected in January, 
did not arrive. 
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(2) PlD~ned ground defense drills were cancelled due to the large 
numbers oT perG01LY31 deplc:red on DOUBj'}; EAGLB" 'l'h8 drills are currently 
pJ.an;.1.:"'.ld for Febrno.ry. 
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