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Subj: Command Chronology (U) 

Ref: (a) Group 0 5760.1 

1." Organizational I:a.ta, 

a. Subordinate Units. 

(1) Direct Air Support Center - 1st Jl.1arine Division Command Post 
DA. NlNG, RVW .. 

(2) Air SUPPort Radar Team "B" - AN/TPQ-IO Radar Course Direction 
CentraJ.. lOCated on hill 225, DA NANG, RVN. 

(J) Detachment ALPHA - Task Force XRAY Command Post, CH U LAI, RVN. 

Direct Air Support Center 
Air Support Radar Team "All 

(4) Detachment BR.AVO - Task Force DELTA Canmand Post, OONG HA, RVN. 

Direct Air Suppor~ Center 
ilir SUpport Radar Team "C" 
Air Support Radar Team "0" 

(5) Ditachment CHARLIE - .3rd }vJarme Division Command Post, PHU BAI, 
RVN. 

Direct Air Support Center 
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DASC OIC Capt. J.W. GIBIDNS 
ASRT "BIf Ole lstLt. LoR. M.INIUM 
Detachment ALPHA OIC Capt. R.J. THO~1PSON 

DASC OIC Capt.", R.J". THOMPSON 
ASRT "Alf Ole Capt. J.H. O'~E1L 

Detachment BRAVO OIC Najor D.E. BROumE 
DASC OIC Capt. AoJ. PARDINI 
ASRT "C" OIC Capt. HolvI. ONDRICK 
i-l.SRT "D" OIC Capt. D.A., QUIDll.S 

Detaohment CHARLIE OIC ¥J.ajer J.P. FOX 
DASC OIC Capt. R.C. DEYO 

Administrative Offioer lstLt. R.L. KING 
Service s Officer ¥.a.jor CoW. OLSEN 
CClIlInunicaticns Officer Capt. J .1'1. AYERS 

2. ChrCl'lological Listing of Significant Events. 

1 Oct ~~jor General NICKERSON, CG, 1st MarDiv visited the Direct Air 
Support Center at CHU LAI~ 

2 Oct ~iajor General DAVIS, Cl~C Evaluation Team visited the Direct Air 
Support Center at DA. Nli1\!G. 

3 Oct Major General ROBERTSHAW, CG, 1st MATt{ visited Air Support Radar 
Team iJ..PHA at CHU LA1. 

4 Oct Air Support Radar Team DEL Til located at OONG HA set a new 'IPQ-IO 
record by controlling 55 missions and dropping 259,00) pounds of 
bcmbe en 99 targets in one day. 

5 Oct Air Support Radar Teams CHARLIE and DELTA conducted radar trac~ing 
tests to determine if one 'IPQ-lO could be used to check the accur­
acy of the other set. It wa& found that one set could determine 
a gross error in the other set, and the two co-located ASRT' 5 
will ac.ploy this technique when delivering ordnance :in close prcoc­
Unity of friendly units.-

6 Oct Operations personnel attended a planning conference at Third 
lvIarine lunphibious Force on Radar Bc::mbing Sl1.pport of the Special 
Forces Elamps within I Corps Z,one. 

7 Oct ~1ASS-2 received warniug order from 1st MI,:.\T to be prepared to re-
activate the Direct Jur Support Center at PHU BAl. Requested '/ 
and received augmentation of persQnnel and equipment from l-l1tJHG-li 

\ 
Brigadier General ELv.DOD, AvfC, 1st MAW visited the Direct Air ,.\ 
Support Center at roNG HA. \ 
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9 Oct First echelon of the PHU BAI DfJ)(; was airlifted out of DONG HA 
bY KG-DO aircraft. Segond echelcn frem DJ\. N/.\NG was delayed 
due to the high .priority ,a~ movement of elements of the 3rd 
l'larine Division.. ' 

10 Oct Najor General ROBERTsHLw, 00, 1st MAvl visited the Direct Air 
Support Center and hir Support Radar Teams <llARLlE and DELTA. 
at £eNG HA. 

Second echelcn of PHU BAl DASC air lifted out of DA NANG by e-
1171» 

12 Oct PHU BAl Direct Air Support Center fully operational at 121'7.30H. 

13 Oct Mister Robert ~iC l'IAlu·lliA, Secretary of Defense and party vi&ited 
the Direct Air Support Center at DONG HA. 

14 Oct Operations personnel attended a Rear Area Defense planning 
conference at the 11th Harines cP. 

Major General ROBERTSHAW, 00, 1st MAVi and Brigadier General 
STYLES, ADC, 1st MarDiv visited the Direct Air Support Center 
at CHU LAI .. 

15 Oct Hl\,SS-2 became only MbRGINlu.LY COMBAT READY (C-3) :in equipment 

19-2C 
Oct 

2l Oct 

due to major deficiencies in generator and UHF radio ma:intenance .. 

}Ilajor General ROBERTSHJ.iri, 00, 1st MAl'! visited the Direct A5.x 
Supp~t Center and both Air Support Radar Teams at DONG HA .. 

Counter Intelligence Team conducted an inspection of MASS-2 to 
assist in improving security procedures. 

22 Oct Recannaisance patrol from Mi.SS-2 captured a Viet Cong Suspect 
while on patrol within Sub-Sector BRAVO of the Rear Area Defenses. 

Severe weather throughout I Corps Tactical Zone reduced total 
Air Support Radar Team operations to 5 missions~ Airfields 
throughout the area were closed& 

23 Oot 00, 1st MAW alerted Mii,SS-2 for possible anergency parachute r~ 
supply mission :in the NONG SAN area to be controlled by Air Sup­
port Radar Team BRl',VO. ill units ready to conduct mission with:in 
one hour, but mission cancelled when helicopter resupply was ' 
effected_ 

24 Oct Air Support Radar Team BRAVO conducted prlll.ctice para.drop oper­
aticn fran an altitude of 4,000 feet. No accurate wind data waa 
available and each drop was a.djusted like artillery fire. First 
drop was 700 ,meters southwest of' drop point, after correcting 
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26 Oct let NA~' SUpply Advisory Te8tl visited hLSS-2 to assist in stream­
lining supply procedures in an attemp'~ t.o improve the Equipment 
Read:iness ca~~egorYQ 

27 Oct MASS-2 survey team completed a tentative survey of possible 
ASRT locations B.t the l\HE Sfu\JH Special Force s Camp near the 
LAOTION border .. 

a.. Q2;£::.£V.k..Support Centers. 

Total Mil3sions 
Fixed Wing HeJ . .i.£.~Q:~!:!' hed-Evac* ~ 

DASC, 1st HarDiT CP 
DASC, Tn sk: Force XRAY CP 
DJi.SC, '!ask Force DELTA CP 
DASa, 3rd HarDiv CP 
'IDTIILS 

226 1,094 (339) ~,320 
411 1,102 (301) 1,513 
636 988 (167) 1,624 

~=25~~~19~0~ __ ~(-.3~5~) ____ ~3~1~~ 
1,398 3,374 (842)* 4,772 

i:- Hed.-Evacs are included within the helicopter missions 

b.. Air S'IPPO:rt Radar Teams" 

No of No of No A/e Tons of No Days 
1'1 iss ions TaI.gets .Q£..r4r.21 .!3~~rrt.2:'l Dro£ Down 

il.SRT "All - CHULAI 554 628 585 eah. () 0 
ASRT "13 11 - DAMJ'JG J31 125 146 1.9';\, tlC'2 7 
.!LSRT "Gil - roNG Hll 550 1,J~5 560 I; OO~")~) a 
ASRT flD" - fXJr.G Hi;. 420 811 ~;~7 832,,6 '1 
IDTAL 1,655 2,6'"/9 1,'158 2,,81!.o .. 3 22 

eo. USAF Hadar Bombing Support.. In addition to the J~SRT t.otals~ the US/,F 
~lSQ-77 (SKYSPOT) located at ruNG HI. provid.ed backllP support by· ha."1dling 58 
TPQ-lO divert missions against 7J. targets with 126 'tons of bombs. 

a. Administratioll.. '!he average overall strength ot the squadron de­
t~reased from last month, the end. of the month strength being: 

Officers l¥3 
l!b1isted USHO 216 
Ehlisted USN 2 

Three Captains were promoted to Major, two Second Lieutena~ts we~e p~omote~ 
;~.o First Lieutenant, one (}.mnery Sargeant was p!"ol\l.,)ted to Joil~,ster Sergeant, 
four Sergeants were promoted to Staff Sergeai·1·i;.~ tw::; Corporals were proMoted 

to Sergeants, seven Lance Corporals were promote~ t~ Corporal. eighteen 
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Private First Class we:",E' promo'\:,ed tv La.'1cewrpo:.·C\l~ .'\nd one Privette was 
promvted to Private First, Class 0 

b. Chr:t:. f.ffairs" 1)ur:ing the month First Lieutenant B. ~~" BIGGS :in­
structed f:li:~] fa.~'l!H.y )l\enbers of the HO;:' Iv.Y Primary Sohool jn bas'io eng1.~b. 

c. §.~:-:.C'~aUe'~"i~,~.§... Special Services oonsisted of several beo"ch runo, 
nig.''lt.ly r:lovL'!;'J c.:)~l"inued use of the squadron book exchan~e library, weight 
lifting ~"(:')n; volJeyball cot1rt PJld archery range o 1~ squadron paty wa.s 

held jn tr:.'" f'g1..1.ad:'.'vTI "l:l'ea on 30 October o 

(1) At the beg:inning of the reporting period, three Direct ldr 
Support Centers a':lQ fouc:- Air Su.pport, Rn.dnr Teams ,;re~e in active support 
of operations with:b I ,Corps Zone o In m:'.dS.')ptenber, the Direct Air 
Support Center a.t DOl~G Hi'. was reinfoNud \vith the PHU Bill DASC to support 
the ever incrensing tempo of air operations neC'r the Demilitarized Zone. 
The tit'ne1:i.nt;3§s of t,his move became apparent in October wl",len the Direct Air 
Support Center and ",he two Air Support Radar Teruns supporting OperlJ.tiJn 
pRAIRIE (Exf~et:'.ded) ':ont.~oLled the largest air operation of the wax'" During 
the month 0/ Oct0ber a '(,otal of 2,652 missions (988 Helicopter, ~36 fixed 
wing, 970 TPQ-lO, and 58 lviSQ-?7) w~re conductQd in direct support of Oper-

ation PRAIRIE. 

(2) On 7 October, the squadron Was ;U0::-'::'ed to the POr.l<J~ .. :.>nity of 
reactivating the Direct Air S'.lppo::ot Center at PHU SAl tc ii l.~PP)!'t the pro­
jected disp1aeeme;:).t, of the 3 .. ~d harine Divi~ion Cornm8.!1cl. Post, ~':lnce the 
squadrCh was a.lree>.dy fully committed, it WP..S nec8'<:s8r;,'v" to :"'')0.1183t both 
persomel and eqUipment. augmentation from ot.her .. ri.ng UJ.;.it,3r. ri:lrough ex­
cellent staff action and cooperntion frotl all achelo::\s of t.ile wing, the 
necessary augment!-\tion was rendy within 36 hours~ The first n~helon Was 
airlifted into PHU PH on the 9th of Octobec:-: the second echelon W."\$ delayed 
untU the 10th due to 'c·ho higi1.al' p:.:iority p,:ir movcmeI'.t of elemen·!;·s of the 
3rd lVIarine Division? This Di,":'8(~t, .Ur Support C"nt <8 l' We';::; ful.ly operational 
on the 12th and re ady to cond:.lCt oper ?tions prior to the Di vi si.on Fire; Sup-
port Coordination Center being ready~ 

(3) As '-1. result of the heavier radar bombing ~ommitments, the tottl~ 
tonnage dropped during October far exceeded .my month sjnce the AN/TPQ-10 
systems Were introduced into VietnalllQ Durit,g t·hifJ month 2,840.3 tons of 
bombs were delivered on 2,679 targets (1,,06t:,on/tnrget). This Was an in­
crellse of 821~ tons over the previous reco:rd set during September. Since 
arriving in Vietnum the Air Support Rad.'\r Teams have controlled 11,611 mis-

sions and dropped 14,9310 9 tons of ord1:l.!".J.}ce ~ 

(4) During the month, the squadron cond:v:t,ed. staff visits to III NI;F 
~nd Detachment C-i, 5th Special Forces Group In order to coordinate plEns 
for radar bombing support of '~he Special Forces II/~II, Detaclunents lacated 
~"'ithin I Corps •. '!he 5th Speeial Forces Group desires to enter th~ Narine 
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Tactical L1r Request System so as to reduce the tiw.e :involved in gett:ing 
air support when a camp j.s under attaok. The details are be:ing worked out 
to provide thi s capability" 

(5) During the period, operati9ns personnel from MASS-3 have beep on 
temporary duty with the various Diz.-ect :jdr Suppurt Cent8rs and Hr Support 

Radar Tear.ls of.hASS-2 in order to 'acquire experience in the oper~,ting pro­
oedure s being employed in Vietnam. 

(6) During this period the operatidns section conducted a survey ~ 
into the po&sihility of uti.lizlllg the AN/TPQ-10 for special oper~.t-ions. 
Plans t\:l emJ,ioy the Ju'\J/TPQ-10 for an emergency ground contrulled approaoh to 
OOr.JG HI. are well under way p.Jld actual tests are scheduled for early November. 
The Air Support Radar Te,1lllS have beGn reviewing paradrop procedures and the 
test conducted during October ha.s shown that th@ system provides the ground 

COO1!llCllldar with an excellent emergency resllpply cap abll ity • The 5th S~cial 
Forces group have aloo shown an interest in this paradrop capability and ",re 
currently revising their plans to include this type of resupply. 

(7) During the period, the 11th Marine Regiment replaced the 12th 
Har:ine Regir.J.ent for ree,r area. defense' coordination. New ground defensl3 

plans have been recej,ved and the squadron is currently updating local 
security plans. IviASS-2 now supplies one l,'econnaissince patrol per week to 
the 11th halrines to support patrol requirements in the rear area, :in ad­
dition to assignGd per~eter security po~~\~~s. 

(8) Basic training during the month consisted of improving ground 
defense pOsitions, lectures on Security of Militro-y Information I'lnd the PRC­

. 25 FlYi Radio, and pr.eparation for the CoUnter Intelligence Inspection from 
1st Harine Aircraft ~jing. 

e. Supply and Services. 

(1) On 26 o ct.ober , the Vfing Supply 1.dvisory Team visited this 
squadron to assist in improving ~upply support with l:l1?ecir'l.l emphasi.s on 
generator and radio repair parts. Higher echelons have shown an aWareness 
of our problems and are taking the necessary steps to improve equipment 

readiness. ' 

(2) The squadron utilities section completed a new enlisted head, 
an extension to the Enlisted Club, and a genera.tor shed on OJ~JN hill. In 
addition, they completed vleatherproofing of all billetil'lg areas and are con­
tinuing work on renovation Md remodel:ing of enlisted quarters .. 

(3) The Senbees have surveyed the site of ~he new squadron mess hall 
and construction is to begin in early November() 

\ 
\, 
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(1) During the ~onth of October: the nt~ber and variety of missions 

performed b:r MASS··2 con~inuec. to expand.. 1'ho AN/TPQ·-IO RndRr Course 
Direction Centrol is p;-'o'Ting t.o be one of, the li1oe;t versa.tile and effec­
tive "leapone syet.or:t'.3 eJ:1plo ye c.;. ::'~. this conflict.. Recent interest in TPQ-
10 for the emerge..'10y G-Cil and pare-drop resupply missions in additions to 
the records being C'et in t.he ~'lm.ber of missions conducted and ordI:JanClc 

del:i.vered :L1di~atf3 oven &."ee.tG~:· demanda will be placed on the TPQ-IO 
systea dur:iClg th,) r:c;m:Lng mO:J;;oun'J 

(2) The :;'~5~o:"::; of 0iJe:t·et,i;.' g eight. func·~ion[\.:'. rJ.:L:;:- ~··ll.pport agencies 
over an ex~e:1sive area ha'3 cree:ted cE'!'tain ('.omma.ni.: ".'1d 0cn~~rol problems 
as well as di.fficu"lt.y in ]);a;int.e-:1.ence a::,d reS':lpply, Tiw reqr."L-ement for 
additional air 3ufp::n·t. 8Ee:'1d.e~l in, ro"t',,'1.1:.or ::~-.m.rL>ge"~\;y operl"oti0ns has 
been one of the rat\~c,:, lef)30:::W leerned cll'::'i~5 ':~l1e p1'esent conOj.ct. The 
planned nrrival. of hASS-..'1 in-country d1.l:Cing November will gre ~tly 
alleviate many of the problems,i{it> 2 NhSS in direct support of eRch 
division the air support system. shoulcJ. ~e.",-tly mprove its effectiveness. 

-_., / 2J I; (\ .' - ' .. , \.-' Ad, - (,..(.,-(.-....... -,£-'\.. t' )'-1 , 
H. HUNTER Jr. /-
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