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• • MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON TWO IN THE REP1!l13LIC OF VIET NAM: 1965-
1966 

On 29 April, 1965, three Marine GP tents were erected near the 
southwest corner of the old airstrip at Da Nang, Republic of Viet 
Nam, and VM0-2 joined the ranks of American units engaged in assist­
ing the Vietnamese people in their struggle to defeat the Viet Congo 

Under the direction of CWO Leonard GEORGE, Squadron Adjutant, and 
Squadron First Sergeant William ]OYD, the advance party soon had 
the camp sufficiently ready to accommodate the rest of the Squadron 
Minus, represented by nine aircraft and their crews wai~ing aboard 
the USS PRINCETON after a hurried departure from Okinawa, On 3 May, 
six DR-IE's led by LtCol George ]AUMJJT, Squadron Commander, flew 
into the country, and a neW chapter in Marine Corps Aviation histol7 
was begun. 

As part of the Ninth Marine Expeditionary Brigade, the pilots 
and crew members of VMO-2(-) soon overcame the novelty of .eing the 
first Marine armed "Hueys" to go into combat. Ex.perienoecame fast, 
and both men and machines performed well in meeting the challenges 
of a new type of war. On 4 May, the Squadron's three O-IB's got into 
action, flying the first of hundreds of perimeter recons tha~ were 
to become routine in the months ahead. The next day it was the DR­
IE's turn, as two of the gunships began construc~ion of their soon­
to-be legendary reputation by flying armed escort for medeva~ air­
craft of HMM-162. As soon as air gunners could be trained and qual­
ified on the Nui Son Ga range, the armed helicopters assumed fully 
the task of providing armed escort for helicopter operations of 
MAG-16(-) • 

By mid-M~, the 9thMEB had become the Third Marine Amphibious 
Force, and the Squadron, augmented by three more O-IB aircraft 
joined from Hl1]'1I-163, was participating heavily in the historic reg­
imental landing at what was to become known as Chu Lai. Operating 
from both an LPH offshore and the airfield at Da Nang, Squadron 
aircraft performed numerous missions in all phases of the landing, 
providing visual reconnaissance, armed escort, artillery spotting, 
and pathfinder assistance, and acting as Tactical Air Controller 
(Airborne) for fixed wing aircraft. These tasks performed in helping 
establish the Chu tai enclave soon became stand~rd :functions for the 
Marine Huey in the counterinsurgency situation. 

Soon after arriving in the Republic, VM0-2 experienced its 
first taste of Viet Cong anti-aircraft fire. During the Chu Lai 
operation a UH-lE received two hits, neither of the rounds doing~~ 
serious damage to the aircraft or causing injury to personnel. The 
aircraft promptly responded by delivering a strafing attack on the 
village from which the rounds had come. Later in the month~ near Da 
Nang, similar incidents occurred, and the response Was the same. It 
was clear that the enemy himself had a hard lesson to learn from the 
Marine Rueys. 

Enemy fire was not the only hazard faced by aviators in Viet 
Nam. On 2 June an O-IB returning from the perimeter patrol crashed 
and burned in turbulent Hai Van Pass, killing the pilot, IstLt 
Richard HEISTER, and his aerial observer, Captain Werner LUTZ. An 
unsuccessful but valiant rescue attempt was made by GySgt CURTO 
and SSgt CLOGSTON, who leaped into the jungle from a hovering air-
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• • &raft in order to reach the burning wreckage. 
The Squadron's first combat casualties occurred on 26 June, 

when a UH-1E flying armed escort for a helilift by E}W-365 was fired 
on from a village nOrthwest of Chu Lai and received three hits. 
Metal frCJ€Illents flew into the legs of the pilot, Captain Anthony 
COMMON, and his gunner, LCpl Maro CZOMBA, but neither~inju~ed ser­
iously. The aircraft neutralized the enemy fire ~ attacking the 
village with rockets. Three days later the Huey's potential for fire 
suppression 'Was fully realized, when two of the aircraft on a recon­
naissance south of Chu Lai received moderate small arms fire and minor 
damage from an unfriendly village. Both Buey's replied with machineguns 
and rockets, destroying twnty buildings in the town. 

As the hot Vietnamese Sl.lIllIIler of 1965 unfolded, VMO-2 was heavily 
commi tted in an extensive operating area. O-lBts flew daily recons of 
the Da Nang, Hue Phu Bai, and Chu Lai enclaves, while the UH-lE's 
flew escort and cover wherever the Marin~s moved in expanding their 
perimeter. Squadron aircraft ranged from Quang Tri in the north to 
Quang Ngai in the south, and flew as far inland as the string of 
tiny outposts along the Laotion border. In July, all remaining 
personnel and aircraft of the rear element were transferred from 
Futema, brir~ing the Squadron at Da Nang to full strength, with 
nine UH-IE and seven O-IB aircraft. Major Robert TILLY became 
Executive Officer, and VM0-2 now cons~sted of ~everal aviators who 
had flown the O-IB in Viet Nam prior to the arrival of the Squad­
ron, as well as the veteran Huey pilots. Among the latter was MSgt 
Frank BAKER, one of the few enlisted pilots still on active duty 
in the Marine Corps. 

In addition to its combat missions, the Ruey came to be indis­
pensable as a liaison aircraft for field commanders and visiting 
digni taries alike. Virtually all of the "VIPs" making inspection 
tours of the Da Nang area were oarried by aircraft of the Squadron. 
In June, the Secretary of the Navy had been one such distinguished 
passenger. Before the end of July, the Hueys transported the Sec­
retary of Defense, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the 
Commander of the United States Military Assistance Command Viet Nam, 
and senior officers of all five branches of the armed forces, in­
cluding the Commandant of the Coast Guard, the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Pacific Fleet, and the Commanding General, Fleet Marine 
Force, Pacific. In addition, commanding generals of the III MAF 
and the First Marine Aircraft Wing and commanding officers of sub­
ordinate III MAF elements utilized the UH-IE to oarry them to poai t­
ions within their tactical areas of responsibility. 

The month of August saw the Marines engaged in large offensive 
operations near the Chu Lai and Da Nang enclaves, and VM0-2 once 
again had a role in the making of history. On 13 August, four Hueys 
took part in America's first night helicopter assault, preceding 
the trasport helicopters to the LZ area northwest of Da Nang. 
Their mission was to attract and suppress hostile fire, but none 
was encountered and the Hueys then acted as TAC(A) for the flare 
plane and provided armed escort for the troopships during the post­
midnight landing. 

On Operation Starlight, the highly successful campaign against 
two Viet Cong regiments south of Chu Lai, O-IB aircraft flew TAC(A) 
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• • missions during the assault, and UH-IE aircraft flew escort, close 
air support, and TAC(A) missions throughout the operation • .Anti­
aircraft fire encountered was freQuently intense, and the Hueys 
received several hits, including four from fifty-caliber weapons. 
Most heavily hit was VS-6, which took eight rounds on 21 August, 
the ~ost taken at one time by a squadron airoraft during 1965. 
Despite the damage, the pilot, lstLt Norman EHLERT, was abl~ to fly 
the plane back to Da Nang for repairs. In another inoident, Major 
Donald REILLY and LCpl Marc CZOMBA, pilot and gunner of a UH-IE 
heavily damaged by enemy fire, brought back the crippled plane 
against heavy odds. CZOMBA used a stick to plug a hopelessly ruptur­
ed fuel line, and the Major called on hie exceptional flying ability 
to get the aircraft to friendly terri tory on the remaining o:t-ops 
of fuel. In spite of all the hits received, only one injury was 
sustained, SSgt Donald MIELKE being wounded twice in the leg •. , 

During Au€;ust another important mission vi,S assigned to the 
UH-IE. Equipped with a loudspeaker system, the aircraft was used 
in support of psychological warfare operations, dropping leaflets 
Over Vietnamese villages while ARVll personnel aboard broadcast to 
the people. . 

On Operation Piranha, the September sequel to Starlight, in­
tense anti-aircraft firt was again encountered south ofChu Lai. 
Six out of eight aircraft committed received hits, and Major Edwar~ 
KUYKENDALL, GySgt BROWN, and LCpl STARNER were wovnded, none seri­
Ously. The SUCCess of the Squadron in this operation was largely 
due to the fine work of the Maintenance Section, which dispaiched. 
a crew to Quang Ngai and by the evening of the battle had all dam­
aged aircraft flying again. 

During the year, the Maintenance Section, under the supervis­
ion of 2ndLt BURCHETTE and MSgt ROGERS, continually accomplished 
the impossible in the fight against battle damage, corrosion and 
excessive wear experienced in RVN. Over 150 hits were received by 
Squadron aircraft, and working conditions under which the Squadron 
operated were frequently unfavorable. On one ocoasion, engine fail­
ure resulted in the crash of a UH-IE in eUemy territory south of 
Da Nang. With lvlarine tactical air rushed in to provide security, 
the Huey was disassembled by a maintenanoe Crew oonsisting of GySgt 
CURTO, SSgt SULLIVAN, Sgt THOMAS, LOpl o ZOMBA, LCpl SMITH, Cpl 
GRIFFITH, LOpl H&~E, and LCp1 PRICE, after which it was evaou­
ated by an H-31. 

September was a month of transition for the Squadron. On the 
first of the month, VM0-6 reached Viet Nam, and VMO-2 was increased 
by several helioopters and men from the new unit, which even~ually 
took over most of the commitments to the south of Tam Ky. The si­
multaneous withdrawal of all armed US Ar~ helicopters from I Corps, 
however, left VMO-2 Hueys with expanded responsibilities in northern 
RVN. On 12 September, the Squadron moved to its new home at the 
Marble Mountain Air Facility, and the O-IB pilots from the pre-
Huey days were transferred to Futema for rotation home. The "V" in 
VMO now became but a vestige of the past, as the faithful fixed­
wing reoonnaissance planes were left in retirement on the edge of 
the Da Nang airstrip. 

The all-Huey Squadron continued exploiting the versatility of 
its aircraft for reconnaisaance as well as armed escort missions. 
In September it assumed what was to beoome its most rewarding 
mission, that of airborne medical evacuation. Ready to depart at a 
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• moment's notice, the standby medevae slick, with its armed escort, 
responded quickly to calls for the evacuation of wounded, sick, or 
injured Amerioan end Vietnamese personnel, twenty-four hours a d~ 
under all but the most adverse weather conditions. On one occasion, 
a request for emergency evacuation arrived at 0200 from the border 
outpost of A Loui. Flying at 6,000 feet over uninhabited mountains 
and dropping through clouds to find the tiny airstrip, the Hueys 
accomplished their mission well before daylight, saving the life 
of an ARVN officQr saveriy wounded by a grenade. 

On 3 October, the Hueys were involved in an engagement in the. 
area of La Son (4), south of Da Nang. They wero used initially'to 
escort a troop lift and to stand by for close air support as the 
infantry unit moved out. When contact with the enemy· was made, the 
medevac aircraft arriving on the scene ~qs<~Ad the role of TAC(A) 
as tho gunships mado strafing and rocket runs. Relief was prov idod 
as hostile fire against ·both ground troops and aircraft became 
intense. The two nowly arrived Hueys reooived hits but remained on 
station to direct the landing of reinforoements. After making re­
peated attacks and directing fix~d wing airstrikes on enemy posit­
ions, the lead aircraft landed under fire to evaouate wounded 
Marines. After refueling and rearming at Da Nang, the Rueys return­
ed to the battle, directing operations into tho evening. For his 
crucial actions, the flight leader, Captain Robert SMITH, was 
awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

Pilot skill and aircraft capability combinod again on the tenth 
of October, when un armed UH-IE flown by Captain COMMON performed 
thu evacuation of s~veral wounded from the scene of a fierce en­
gagement noar tho border outpost of Ashau. Tho aircraft had to drop 
through a gap in the high junglo canopy and use its rotor wash to 
beat down the elephant grass in order to land. Once loaded, take­
off could be effected only after all ammunition and excess gear 
had been jettisoned, and then only because of the pilot's precision 
in executing a right spiral, but the mission was accompliSl1ed and 
several lives were saved. 

Ls the combat crews were achieving a high degree of proficiency 
in air operations, the Viet Cong brought the war to ~40-2 on the 
ground. In the carly minutes of 28 October, several dozen of the 
enemy infiltrated the Marble Mountain .Air Facility and used charges 
to destroy the bulk of the trH-IE's (ohly one was ac~ua1ly flyable 
after the attack), as well as several other aircraft. l.J..though 
l~erican material losses were high, they cost the VC heavily in 
mon killed or captured, and personnel of VMO-2 were instrumental in 
r8sisting the enemy and keeping Marine casualties to a minimum. 
The Squadron had many heroes that night, suoh as LCpl ACTON, who 
tended the wounded with a complete disregard for the bullets still 
flying around him, and SSgts Rf.TlliUfAY and DANIELS, who led the 
Squadron alert platoon into timely action. 

There were casualties however, and VMO-2 had more than its 
share of them. Chief GELIEN, the Squadron's Navy Corpsman, was 
killed in action, as was LCpl ROWLiJill. Seriously wounded were GySgt 
WOOD, Cpl BARKIN, and LCpls P.~P and STIJ[NER, all directly engaged 
with the enemy on the flight line; as well as Gpl SCOTT, LCpl SEE, 
and PFC RYNDERS. Two pilots, lstLt JENNINGS and lsUt DECHLNT, 
were wounded while they and IstLt John IvrJ~STERS fought off VC who 
had them caught in the area of the read3 room • .i:.rtother pilot who 
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• • had been standing by at the line, Captain J3injamin MEaARG, earned 
the Bronze Star for his actions. 

Augmented with planes from VM0-6, the Squadron soon recovered 
from the attaok and was baok in aotion by the beginning of November. 
A new mission was assumed, that of providing relief on station to 
maintain an aerial observer airborne during the hours of darkness, 
for a continuous visual reconnaissanoe of the Da Nang and Marble 
l.Vlountain areaS. Later, while participating in operation Blue Marlin, 
northeast of Tam Ky, the squadron lost the servioes of one of the 
dedioated aerial observers who performed long and demanding hours 
of flying with the unit. On 17 November, while the Huey in which he 
was rid~ng was attacking an enemy target, Captain Bobby COLE was hit 
with a round of hostile fire, resulting in serious injury to his 
leg. 

During November a DR-IE became permanently assigned to MAF 
headquarters as the personal plane of the Commanding General, Major 
General vTALT. Captain COMMON, the General's pilot and senior aide, 
was assigned to the MAF as ~emporary additional duty, as was his 
orew chief, Cpl BOHNER. 

On 19 November, a UR-IE piloted by lstLts ~lorman MAHALICHand 
Robert BAILEY performed the rescue of two swimmers who had been 
swept out from the Marble Mountain Beach. The aircraft hovered over 
the rough sea while two orew members, LCpls CARRINGTON and ERKSON, 
and the Squadron Flight Surgeon, Lt SP~SON, USN, went out on the 
skids to reaoh the swimmers. In a delicate operation, the swimmers 
were then towed to shore. 

The final month of 1965 was an active one for the Squadron. 
Harvest Moon was the biggest operation since Starlight, and once 
again the Hueys were heavily committed. A prologue to the operation, 
which took place to the south of Da Nang, occurred on 8 December, 
when an ARVN unit in the area waS encircled b~ the Viet Cong. Four 
Amerioans with the unit succeeded in gaining the attention of air­
craft which directed a Huey flown by Major James GILLIS, Squadron 
Executive Officer, to attempt a rescue. Setting down in the center 
of advancing Viet Cong elementw, the Ruey evacuated the Americans 
and one ARVN. The next day, the Major was awarded the Silver Star 
personally by CGFMFPAC, LtGen KRUL.AK. 

As Harvest Moon commenced on 9 December, heavy contact with 
the enemy was maintained, and Squadron aircraft were committed to 
a variety of missions. One Ruey acted as TAC(A) for the operation, 
while two others flew reconnaissance to find targets in the area. 
All of the Hueys expended large amounts of their ordnance during 
the day. Even the two command helicopters and the Commanding Gen­
eral's escort Huey became directly involved, delivering fire and 
performing medevacs ,during the' heat of the fighting. J~S night ap­
proached, the recon Rueys attempted to evacuate some seriously woun­
ded Marines from a unit still under heavy Viet Cong fire. The lead 
aircraft attempted to land in the darkened zone and was immediately 
hit by enemy machinegun fire, oausing it to crash from an altitude 
of fifty feet. The pilot, Major REILLY, died of wounds received, and 
his crew - lstLt John CHESTER, LCpl OETJEN, and LOpl OWENS - were 
injured in the crash. The loss of Major REILLY, Squadron-Operations ~=-=. 
Officer, was a heavy one, for the performance of the highly decorated 
aviator (who had reoeived the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry and been 
nominated for several high Ameriean awards during his tour in RVN) 
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h d al b ". t" 1 a w~s een lnsplra lona 9 as he constantl;- p~i. '"~he needs of 
others ahead of his own safety. 

On 10 December, the fighting continued to be relentless, and " 
Squadron aircraft continued to put forth a maximum effort. Two Hueys 
performing TAC(A), pathfinder, escort and medevac missions flew a . 
total of 23.8 hours, keeping a steady pressure on the VC and assis­
ting various units allover the battle area. Stopping only to refuel 
and to replenish their ordnance, the aircraft killed and wounded 
sever~l of the enemy and evacuated thirteen wounded Marines. The 
leader of the flight, Captain Richard Cf,Jlli, was awarded a well-deser­
ved DFC for his untiring efforts. Another UH-IE was acting as TAC(A) 
for airs trikes and a helilanding when it encountered heavy enemy 
fire and a fifty-caliber round tore through the leg of the co-pilot, 
Colonel YUNCK, Operations Officer of the 1st MAW. tfuile Sgt THOMAS 
applied a tourniquet, the pilot, Major KUYKENDALL, immediately flew 
to a field hospital, in time to save the Colonel's life. Returning 
to action, the Ruey continued as TAC(A), and expended its ordnance 
on several VCtargets, destroying at least one enemy mortar. 

SquRdron Airoraft continued to support Harvest Moon, but were 
spared from further serious incident. One more hit was received, 
when a Huey piloted by BGen CARL took a round through the rotor 
blade, but the aircraft made its way to a safe area without difficulty. 

On 17 December, the medevac aircraft performed a mission at the 
Thuong Due outpost, an area where hostile fire had frequently been 
encountered. AS the aircraft was de~arting the outpost, an enemy 
bullet passed through the cockpit, wounding tho pilot, Captain. 
II1CJLLISTER, in tho leg. lJ. though in great pain and losing blood, 
the pilot was able to diroct the return of his aircraft (flown by 
a co-pilot making his first trip in a Huey) to Da Nang. 

During the Christmas period, the Squadron vTaS saddened by the 
death of lstLt John SCHMID, one of its aerial observers, who was 
killed in action while performing his duties with another squadron. 

The year of 1966 was ushered in by Marines of the III Mll.F-wi th 
an impromptu display of flares and tracers, witnessed from the air 
by two Rueys of VMO-2 who, typically, were beginning the year hard 
at work on a medevac mission. l~though January proved less strenuous 
than December, the Squadron flew in excess of 1,000 hours and partic­
ipated in thDee major operations. Long Lance and Mallard were two 
operations dGsighed to exploit Harvost .r.'[oon, but little contact with 
the enemy occurred, and thG Hueys experianced no heavy engagements~ 
providing su~port as reconnaissance, escort1 and medevac aircraft. 
Double Eagle, which took ~lace to the south of Chu Lai? direotly­
inVolved only m.1O-2's liaison aircraft, which carried the Commanding 
General on several trips to the area of operations. 

The Vietnamese holiday of PET brought a truce to the Marines, 
and the Rueys were employed on psywar broadcast and leaflet dropping 
missions in an attempt to porsuade enemy tro0ps and tbeir sympathi­
zers to return to the Government. During J"anuarY9 also., the Squadron 
was able to contribute substantially to the civic action phase of 
the war on the ground. In a project co-ordinated by lstLt Ward 
THOMPSON, Squadron Intelligence and Civil Affairs Officer, VM0-2 
used funds contributed by people in the states to aid in the recon~ 
struction of the schOol house in My Tbi hamlet, and made a welcome. 
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contribution to th~d age horne in Da Nang. • During January the Commandant of the ~·'[arine Cor-os visited RVN, 
and the Squadron vl8.S 'T)rivileged to provide transportation for him. 
The Commandant was one in a continuing series of distinguished vis­
itors flown by Squadron Hueys. The Air Force Chief of Staff and the 
Army Chief of Staff were added to the list of ranking military 
officials flo;,m, and several members of Congress and a number of 
ShO.l business celebrities were also carried. In ITovember one PlllS­
senger had been ~~. Graham MARTI~ US Ambassador to Thail~nd, whose 
son, IstLt Glenn l'lAlifN, had been killed in !'lction with VMO_6. In 
December, the Squadron had carried LtGen THIP], Chief of State of 
the Republic of Viet Nam. 

In February's 28 days, the Squ'1dron fIe,,' a record number of 
hours (1218.6). VS-I, with LC~l H. H. FRENCH as crew chief,· flew 
135.3 hours, the most for anyone aircraft in one month. 

Most of the hours for February were accrued on routine missions, 
but on the twenty-third of the month the Huey gained recognition as 
the vital instrument in saving the lives of seventeen members ofa 
reconnaissance pntrol. Late in the ~fternoon, the Datrol was sur­
rounded by an estimated battalion of Viet Cong deep in Elephant 
V8.11ey (itself no.med for an earlier encounte:r;- by VMO-2 O-lB pilot 
Captain James LIVEUGOOn) and radioed for :"lssistance to two reco·nn­
aissance Hueys led by LtCol BAUM.t'\.1~. Since the ;,Tea ther -orevented 
fixed wing aircro.ft from attacking, the Hueys conducted continuous 
rocket and strafL;g runs in a close air support mission which thwart­
ed the attacking Viet Cong and eventually resulted in thirty enemy 
killed. As dusk ~pnroached, two more Hueys came to provide relief . 
and directed H-34 aircraft in to eV8,cuate the patrol, "rhioh esc'3:'Oed~ 

without a single co.Bu~lty. 
Flight time for 1'-hrch once n.gain represented a new monthly high, 

as Squadron aircrGft logged 1391 hours and were involved in some of 
the heaviest engo.,gements of the war. The month began .ri th a night op­
eration east of }Iue Phu Bai, and in the early morning h)urs of the 
first, tl-TO Hueys attacked a fleet of Viet Cong bO'3.ts in the Cau Hai 
Lagoon. damaging thirty and preventing the enemy from landing a re­
action force agEtinst .A,.RVn units s.reeping the coast, Four d'lYs Inter, 
the scene had shifted a hundred miles to the south, where J~~rines 
succeeded in tranping a Viet Cong regiment west of QUang Ngs,i. Four 
UH-1E' ~ from VNO-2 .Tere commi tted to t his action, which ;.r" s termed 
Operation Utah, ar:d -which saw fierce fighting on A. large scale for 
several days. Squrtdron -"l.ircraft encountered intense anti-r-drcrB.ft 
fire ;:).nd received several hits, but sustained no casuA.lties, while 
flying as TAC(A), delivering supJ:'>ressive fire, and performing med­
evacs in the heat of the battle. 

On 10 Maroh, 'L0 Viet Cong hit the Ash~.u 'Iutp')st in f~rce, l3.nd 
VrW-2 joined the h0licC' 'ter rescue c·per'3.ti:"n lrlUnched in sup-oort of 
the defenders. Two UH-IE's escorting HMII'l-163 succe·eded in ;renching 
the outpost in mid-afternoon, after weqther had ham~ered operations 
fer several hours. The flight leader, Maj::::r Clifford REESE, vms under 
constant and intense ,"-nti-aircraft fire, but maintained covering 
support while the second aircre.ft, flown by Captain James RIDER, 
landed on the enemy-infested airstri~ to evacuate the crew members 
of a downed transport helico~ter. The Huey .m.s rn~bbed by fleeing 
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defenders and crash6.rice as it attempted to take", finally' . 
achieving flight vri th no fewer than 16 passengers ab0ard in addition 
to its four-man crew. Having expended every round of their ordnance, 
the Hueys then returned safely to Hue Phu Bai. Meanwhile, four'un­
armed Hueys, led by the S~uadron Commander, had reached the Ashau 
area to provide TAC(A) and medevac support. They remained on station 
until their fuel was dangerously low, in spite of deteriorating 
weather conditions. During the next two days, four other S~uadron 
aircraft were committed to the evacuation of Ashau, and h~lped r~-' 
Cover all survivors while under continuous enemy fire • 

. Miraculously, the S~uadron sustained no casual ties during the 
Ashau operation, but two weeks later the constant exposure of the 
Ruey to enemy fire resuJ. ted in injur'J to another of its pil ots. On 
26 March, lstLt John MASTERS was wounded in the leg while escorting 
HMM-164 on a trooplift south of Da Nang. His aircraft was fired on 
during a low pass over a suspected Viet Cong position and received 
a total of twelve hits, a record for a single aircra~t in one inci­
dent. 

February and March saw the influx of new perso:rw..el, Goming to 
replace those due for rotation home. Among those aviators arriving­
were Major PLAMONDON, who became Operations Officer, and ~lajor' MATHEWS, 
transferred from Group Headquarters. Among those leaving was Captain 
Donald VACCA, who with two Viet Nrun tours totaling over a thousand 
hours of flight time behind him, probably had. more combat hours in the 
Republic than apy other Marine Aviator. ~Uso leaving were LtCol BAUl\LAN 
and the other personnel who had come ashore back in May. 

As the S~uadron completed its first year in Viet Nam, it. could 
look back on twelve months of outstfu~ding achievement. Its aircraft 
had flown well over ten thousand hours in combat,. performing le,OOO 
sorties. On 600 medevac.missions, the Hueys had evacuated 1300 cases. 
The officers, ,and men had been recommended for many awards, incl "\lding 
one Navy Cross, one Legion of Merit, and three silver stars, as well 
as sixteen Distinguished Flying Crosses, twelve Bronze Stars, seven 
Navy and Marine Corps Medals, sixty Navy Commendation Medals, thirty­
one purple hearts, and over one thousand Lir Medals. But the real 
story, of course, could not be reflected in the s'tatistics, nor has 
it been ade~uately recorded in words. The real story exists in mem­
ories of monotonous hours of flying, of repairing aircraft late 
into tLe night, of terrifying near misses and of more terrifying 
hits, of frustrations and disappointments and occasionally of sat­
isfaction with the results of one t s work. lmd so the real." story can 
only be known to the people who lived it, to the officers and men of 
VJ:JI0-2. But they know it is one of which they can be truly proud. 

written by Is~Lt Ward C. Thompson 
oover design qy SSgt Cecil M. Daniela 
ty:p9wri tten and mimeographed by . 

L/ Cpl Gary L. Browning 
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