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1,. Fovember 1969 

; To: Commandant of the Marine CorpC'l ~ Code .MJD) 
Via: (1) CoLm:anCling Offfcer; ~~CJ.rin8 Aircraft Group 16 

(2) Commantling General, 1st l>:farine Aircraft T~ing 
(3) Co~maanding Gene~a1, Fleet M~~ine Forces, Pacific 

SUl:::J ~ Comm.:md Chronology for the Period 1-.31 October 1969 

Ref: (a) MOO 5720.2A 
(b) FJ.VJFPacO 5750.ii 
(c) YHAWO 5750~L~ 
(d) GruO 5750.1B 

Enol: I/(i) l'i.tarine Obse.rvation Squadron 2 C>ommand CIU'OllOlogy 

1. In accor~ance with the provisions contained in refererice (a) 
through (d) " enclosUre. (1) is subnitted. 

2. Upon :~e':"lova1 of enclosure (1) J this letter is downgraded to un­
?J9ssified, 

"d:;;~~ ~ S" A. CRALLGREN 
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:i,:JL1~'E OBSERVATlON SQtJ1l.DRON TWO 
Iviar4e Aircraft G!'Oup 16 

1st Hatit'le- Aircraft Wing, Fmac 
FPO San Francisco, 96602 

COi~~D CHRONOLOGY 
1 Ocfu bel' to· 31 October 1969 
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Pll.RT II - jljf: ... R?JI'I'IVE SiJ1vr;"1tillY 
PJ\.RT III - I BTING Ql";> SIGNIFICIJJT EVENTS 
P ilRT IV - SJPPORTIl~C nOOUl'.iENTS 
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1. STAF'" ITd':'!,:: 

a. CcmL,ar..d.in:~{ (,fdeer 

b. Executive Office:::' 

c. Operations Officer 

d. Logistics Officer 

e. Personnel Officer 

f. Maint.enance Officer 

DECLASSIFIED 

I,I;Col s. 

l~·.!aj E. B. 

FJ3.j B. D, 

Maj J. Ao 

Maj R. D. 

Maj D. E. 

• 3 :DLS:d1b 
C3A]CcCS 

fl.. CI-IA.LLG;:tEl·; 1-31 Oct 

HENRY 1-31 Oct 

WOMACK 1-31 Oct 

CREEC1l: 1-31 Oct 

BLAliJTON 1-31 Oct 

P. MILLER 1-31 Oct 

69 

69 

69 

69 

69 

69 

g. Intelligence Off .'vJO!' Maj D. vi. JOHNSON 1-31 Oct 69 

2.. HARlNE OBSEm'ATION SQUADRON r;.1:0 
IvIarine Aircraft Grol:p 16 
F'ir~1'G !1arino A.i.rcral't ItJing, III YLAF 
JViarble I'lountain Air Facility J Denang RVN 

3. Average ~ionthly Strengt.h 

a.. Pennanent 66 Officers 210 Enlisted 

b. TAD 18 Officers 32 Enlisted 

3. Important Visitors: 1l1ajor General THHASH visited VHO-2 
on 23 October 1969. 
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1. During the mont:. ox' U;\;::;t3I' ..L}6C)) VHO-2 flew a total of .3.328 
cor"Lies fli'r a total' of 2212,6 bourSe These totals are the com­
bined efforts of 17 Mf-lG's ana 19 OV~lOA's assigned this squad­
~ono The following tasks were accomplished: 

a. Armed Helo Escort 

b. Training 

c. Visua::J. RecOnnaissance 

d. photo Recomlaissanc~ 

e. FAC(A) Forwa,:,d Air CO!1t:r-oller (Airborne) 

£. Artiller:v Sr:-' G 

g<> Convoy Escort 

h. Ned Evac Escort 

i. Command and Control 

j. APD (Airborne Personnel Detoction) Escort 
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2. Hig!i1J:ghts 'ofthf 
the daily SITREPSo 

'1,_ ' j .! 0v-:i.ng d& ::a is taken from 

The month of. CCGC' bel', .)i"Ong(l':; U.e bad weather to I Corps 
o.ud also brought 0. small recJ11ct5cn to the tote.l flight tUlle of 
t~1e squadron. VHO-2 did hO'j[3/8r contjnue to fulfill its .mission 
'regardlc$s of'bhe foul w8a.tMr a 

Dotaehment Alpha was formed on 2 October 1969 by verbal order 
of the COI:'l:lO.nding Officer VNO-2, for the purpose of fulfilling 
a HAG-16 requirement to support the THrcl M:'.:d:;; DivisL-;,1 ~I:i:~: .. 
visual recorinaissance and FAC(A) aircraft subsequent to the re­
deployment of Vl>10-6. The detachment remained ADeON 'i:,;) lJLiG-l~:, 
but OPCON to Provisional I1.AG-39. On 9 Octe h::rthe detachment 
became OPCON to I!JAG-36 and continuod its support of the Third 
Harine Division for the reLlaindJr of the !llOnth~ 

On the 22nd of October VH0-2 partiCipated in the emergency 
extract of recon team IIBig Flowerll • Tho extract, v:,:"cllted in 
darkness and IFR weather conditions, was under the conmand and 
centrol of VNO··2 pilots; both OV-J.OA ::,: .. ,c1 JJ.H-1G~ T':c squadron 
amassed 47.3 hours in the effort and 122.5 hours for the twenty 
four hour period. These figures indicate the d8aication and 
profossionaliam of all VMO-2 personnelc 

Tlu:,ough participation in . this extract, VMO-? received 
well dones freD: CG, 1st HDrDiv, CG, 1st NAW, CO, '1~iAG.;.16 and 
was prJ.'Jiledgod with a visit from HajGen Thrash, to persona'.ly 
congratUlate the pilots involved. 

VHO-2 continued its support of ground troops through FAG(A) 
centrol by the OV-10A's and fire suppression from both the Cobra 
r.nd the Bronco. Both aircraft porf':<r'nod despite adverse weather 
c,··::.d the squadron ccr.lpiled 2212.6 total flight hours, only 291.9 
Lc;urs off the one I:1onth record set in August 1969. 

" T:.1') follo,dng BDA was credited to the squadron fer the l"Xlnth 
:' nctober: 

Q. OV-101l. KB1~ (Conf) 11 
Boats Destroyed 3 

Kru. (Con!) 12 
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a. -Promoted 4 Offi,~e:r..s :2 Enlisted 

b. Transferred 33 t.!cined 24 

3. .b.wards: Haj D. E. P. HILLER Distinguished FlYing Cross 

Cu~t J. E. SOWER Distinguished Flying Cross 

SSgt P. E J Bi.BNE;; Sitigle Nission i~ir 11eda1 

Cpl D. '\AI. DURHiJvI S:i.tlgle Nisslon idr IvIedal 

L/Cpl M. L. SKLGGS Single Mission Idr Medal 

Fourteen personnel received a total of 38 StrikejFlight 
i.ir Nodal awards. 

50 G:i. 'lie .k..9tiQ!1.l None 

6. MQ.J;.'alQ/ll!,:l;C,a,lll. ilrc.LrSk"ll Squadron party was held at the 
grass hootch on the 24th of October. 

7" InfQ;riik'1.tion Servicelll. None 

,:) Total Flight Hours 

(1) OV-lOb. 1073. ,~ 

9 ~ SpEJcial Operations: Victory Dragon XVI C'.Tld Pipestone Canyon 

lri. Ord2,l1ce. Expended: 

a. OV-lOl:. 2.75 H.E. Rockets 
2.75 W.P. Rockets 
7.62 mm.hmmo 
}~-6 Float Light 
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