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1st ~~rine Aircraft Wing, ~vmTac 
FPO san Francisco, Cal. ~6602 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer.; }Jarine Aircra.ft Group 11 

3:JBL,rhrri 
5750 
03A24770 
4 September 1970 

Subj: Command Chronol.ogy for the period 1 August 1970 to 31 August 1970 

Refs (a) 
(b) 

WgO 5750.4 
GruO 5750.1 -

llhc1: :j (1) Marine ObserVation Squad:ton 2 Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with the previsions set forth in references (a) and (b), 
enelesure (1) is hereby submitted. 

2. upon removal of enclosure (1), this letter is down.graded to unclassified. 
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Marine Observation Squadron 2 LtCol J. M. liIORIARTY 1-31 August 1970 

2. LOcation 

i~31 August 1970: DaNang, RVN 

3. Staff Officers 

EKecutive Officer 

Operations Officer 

Logistics Officer 

Personnel Officer 

Maintenance Officer 

Intelligence Officer 

4. Arerag~ l10nthly strength 

Maj K. D. "\VaTERS 
l1aj C. B. OLSEN 

Maj R • 1~ 4 Ch.RL$Q\J 

Capt J. M. tu.Ray 

~pt. C. :r. ~EY 
MaS J. D. ifOR.'US 

Capt R. C. Goomv:rn 

1 - 4 August 1970 
4 - 31 August 1970 

1 - 31 August 1970 

1 - 31 August 1910 

1 .. 31 August 1970 

1 - 31 August 1$70 

1 - 31 August 1910 

21 Officers 163 Fnlisted 

o Enlisted b. TAD 1 Officer 
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1. During August, VlvJo-2 contributed 679 combat sorties for a total of 
1487.0 flight hours to 1st I~rine Aircraft Wing operations. Tho squadron's 
FAC(A)'a controlled 300 flights of fixed-wing aircraft resulting in an 
aggregate BD& of 48 btumers destroyed, 45 structures destroyed, 6 caves 
destroyed, 25 secondary explosions, 29 seoondary fires, 3 Km~J and 33 
landing zone preparations. 

Fifty-seven deep reconnaissance missions were flown for the 1st }arine 
Aircr~ft Wing, involving the control of 33 flights of fixed-wing air strikes 
on suspected base camps, supply routes and lines of c ornmunic at jon. 

The squadron -provided invaluable support to elements of the 1st Recon­
naissanco futtalion. en 3 .i~ugust, Hostage Six (ttCol NORI.:iRTY), Hostage 
Stud (Capt GGOIJvrrr) and Hostage Trapper (lstLt LINDJEi~G) joined forces in 
support of team "Serviceman", which had been discovered by an enemy force 
and were subsequently subjected to intense enemy fire. Hostage aircraft 
loc~tcd an IitZ and for a period of five hours provided suppressive fire and 
directions to the team until the Marines were extracted at 1900 by helicopters 
under extremely adv8rse weather conditions end heavy enemy opposition. 

9 ll.ugust t'otU1d Hostae;e Junkroan (Naj Cil.HLSON) callQd to the .:lid of team 
nSorvicemanrr ~ which was at one point surrounded by a numerically superior 
force of lliVll. troops with dogs. The prOximity of the friendlios to tho 
enemy negated the possibility of utilizing fixod-wing airstrikes, but Hostage 
Junlanan provided accurc,te suppressive firo with his OV-lOA ordnance until 
relieved by Hostage Ec'\gle (lstLt HUDSON). Continnc1?a deliverance of onbon.rd 
ordnance enabled the boleaug~ered team to break contact and proceud towards 
an HLZ. Cne flight of fixed-wing air was controlled by Eagle on the enomy 
positions, until relieved by Hostago Colt (lstLt CeLT), who provided suppres­
sive fire and utilizod one fixed-wing airstrike in rapidly deteriorating 
woather conditions until tho team was safely ensconced in tho HLZ. Hostage 

----Bulldog (Capt SWEENEY) thm relieved COLT, controlled one flight of attack 
aircraft on the enemy pOSition, and directGd the helicoptors into the team l 
resulting in a successful extraction. 

Hostage Bravo (Capt SABIA) ~ias supporting team "Razor Bladon on 30 August, 
which was moving townrds an HLZ with three injured }1arines whon they were 
ambushed by a numerically superior enemy force. Hostage Bravo located the 
friendly and enomy pOSitions and with the nid of Hostnge Blue (Maj OLSEN) 
and Hostar;e Smoke (I1nj lelo.dJi.IS), began deUvering suppressive fire while all 
aircraft received enemy fire in return. . ... 6 the heliccpter extraction pe.ak­
age arrived, HostaGe Blue relieved Br~vo and a successful extraction was 
accomplishod despite the enemy oppositica. 
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There were several untoward incidents in the squadron's mission o~ 
supporting the more ccnvcntial ground units of the ROKMC, ARVN, U. 8. AunT. ~ 
and UShC. Cil ~ August, Golt Company 2/5 came under heavy enemy tire and 
suttered three casualties. h Hostuge aircraft was requested when it became 
eVident tmt a medical Elvacuaticn would be impossible without air support 
due to the heavy volume of enemy firo. HostaE;;o stud (Capt GWDWm) sub&. 
sequently directed a flight of A-4 1s onto the cn~ny positions, ufter which 
the medical evacuation was c~nducted without incident. 

On 9 Aueust, Grizzly Grips receivod heavy mortar and rocket fire on their 
position west of Thucng Duc J and requested support. Hcstaee Colt (lstLt COLT) 
Icclltcd Gno enemy activo mortar sito and subsequently silenced it by directing 
a flight of F-4's on the position. 

Hostage Hornet (lstLt mn~T) prcvided ccvor for the tactical withdrawal 
of ])lte Palm Hl3 on 20 August, who had beon pinned down in an "V' shaped 
ambush. Hornet firod cnboard ordnance within 25 moters of the Narine units 
until three wcunded r~rinos cculd be safely removed from the fire-swept area. 
When the unit was finlllly able to move 200 meters from the deterrl'incd enemy, 
Hornet directod an airstriko on the enomYJ suppressing the enomy fire enough 
that a medict1.1 evacuation could be c('nducted by helicopter. Hostage Bravo 
(Capt SABIA) relievod HCJrnElt and manaf':ed to check all enemy oppcsiticn with 
onboard ordnance t1.nd further airstrikes. 

(il 31 ilUF.;ust, Hostt\ge P. J. (Capt JONES) suppcrted the la.rgest 7th Narincs 
sweep of 1970 by ccncnctine the HLZ prepnraticn utilizing 12 separate flights 
of attack aircraft. Numerous secondary fires and eJq">losicns resulted, and 
the pr~fessicnal air suppurt and directicn was instrumental in ens~trine 
that all insorticns into the zenes wore perfcr.med without incident. 

6 

DECLASSIFIED 

Enclosure (1) 

CONFIDEN TIAL 



£.ONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 

• • 
.3 tJBL:rhm 
O)A24770 

SEQUE.\fTUL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EV:ENTS 
PJl.R,] III 

7 

DECLASSIFIED 

llhclosure (1) 

C0NFIDmTIAL 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
CCIlFIDENTIAL 

• 
J:JBL:rhm 
O]A24770 

SEQUEl.IJTIAL LISTING OF SIGlI',IFICAi.ITT EVENTS 

1. .Air 9.Eera tiona 

a. Sorties: 

Day Sorties Scheduled: 633 
Day Hot Pad Sorties Scheduled: ~ 
Nigh~ Hot .Pad Sorties Scheduled: ~ 

Day Sorties Flown: 600 
Il3.y Hot Pad Flown: u­
Night Hot Pad Flown: W 
Night Sorties Sched: 0 
Night Sorties Flown: 0 
Total Sorties Flown: ::67t 

Total Sorties Soheduled: "')51~ 
Sorties Canselled$ 1~ ~ 
write-in Sorties: ~ 

b. The above sorties were flown in support of the following units: 

Army: 2 
~'1arines : ~ 
ARVN: -"lO 
ROIGJIC; -ro 

c. Type of Sorties Flo .. m: 

Visual Recon: 332 
Photo Recon: -W 
SAR: -;-
FAO(A) : , ~78 
ii.dmin Liaison: 
Helo Escort: ~ 
Convoy Escort: ~ 
Comm/Control ~ 
Med Evac: 0-
ilrty Spot: 17 . 

Training: 
Naintonance: 
Weather Check: 
Fire Suppression: 
Sensor Drop: 
ncp: 
Flare: 
Naval Gunfire: 
~oke: 

d. Hours Flown: ~7.0 Combat Hours: 1439.1 Operationa.l Hour.t 47.3 

e. Ordnances 

2.750 HE Rockets 
2.75" WP Rockets 
2.75" 17 lb. HE Rockets 
7.621-1H M60c 
7.62Jv.lM Gun Pod 
20MM Gun Pod 
Mk 45 Parachute Flare 
Mk 6 F10at Light 

Total Rounds 
2,395 
1,227 
1,767 
77 ,050 
39,422 
14,180 
518 
49 

Tonnage 
26.3 
13.5 
25.5 
3.8 
2.0 
5.7 
6.7 
0.4 

2. Na1ntenance: Aircraft Assigned:_-=19~ __ Average Available: 
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3. Personnol: 

'a,. Promoted: o Ci'ficGrs 

b. Transferrsd: S 

4. Administration: :i:t: . .:.; 

5. Awards: Officers: 50 FSAM 

6. Casualties: N01~E 
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1. Supporting doeuments for the Command Chronology for 1 - 31 August 197b 
are as follows: 

~ a. Sitreps 

~ b. Corrected Daily Flight Sched~les 
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