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11A..'ItJ1l!E AIR SUPPORT SQUADRm~ -3 
l1arine '('ling Feadquarters Group-l 
1st Marine Aircraft fATing, li'.MFPae 

FPO San Francisco, California 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 

3:DFB: gt'lW 

5750 
3 January 1967 

To: Commanding Officer, r1arine v!ing Headquarters Group-Onc (Attn. S-3) 

SUbj: command Chronology, submission of liASB-3 
FILl!: NO 6-67 

Ref: (a) r,rco 5750.2 
(b) w~ 5750.lB 
(c) Grt() 5150.1 

Cony NOo_l_ f_::LGo12i g~ 

1. In accordance with the instructions contained in references (a~, (b), and (c), 
the subject chronology is submitted. 

2. Narrative Sunnnary. ~arine Air Support Squadron-Three arrived in Chu Lai, ffiT1\T 
aboard. the USS Jennings County (V;T-846) on 10 ~~ov 1966. Upon joining the First 
MAlI(, the squadron numbered 27 Officers and 95 Enlisted. The personnel immedkte1y 
began phasing :into DASC and ASRT operations. On 17 Nov, an ASRT ""as deployed to 
Quang Ngai and operational the following day. Although operationally controlled 
by I'!f:.~-3, the DASC and two ASRT' s cont:inued to be :included in the daily opcrCltiou-­
al summaries of MI$3-2 through 19 Nov. On 20 Nov, !v1"ASS-3 assumed reporting respon­
sibility for its three air support agencies. Statistical data for this squadron is 
computed from a data base date of 20 Nov 1966. 

As the tempo of operations inereased, there vIas Cl. likewise step-up in the con­
struction of the squadron camp-site. ~orking spaces were moved n1to on 25 Nov and 
a routine schedule of activity established. Control of three defensive bunkers on 
the western edge of the squadron perimeter was assumed at this time. These posi­
tions form a key link in the defensive perimeter I)f Sub-6ector I in the Chu Lai De­
fense Command. Construction of the living quarters continued lvith all availa.ble 
hands augmenting Mobile Construction Bn.:3 in a va.riety of skilled and unskilled 
tasks and labors. 

On 15 Dec('!mber, the squadron (now numbering 151 men) moved into the living 
quarters and enjoyed a steak dinn~r in the ne1ITly completed messhall. The presence 
of Col ~.!. I.. Atwater highlighted the first meal served by the squadron. Hot water 
showers 1·rere turned on that evening and enjoyed by all. Prior to completion of the 
camp-site, squadron personnel had been billeted by Ht."S-7 and Task Force X-RAY. 
Construction and various improvement projects continue on bunkers, services work­
ing arGas, and supply storage facilitiis. 

As the year closed, the squndron~gomfortably established in first class living 
and l'JOrking areas; o!,,~rat:ing fl DASG • ..rith proficiency and versatllity; conducting 
radar bombing with unequaled accuracy; and (on t"t'ro occasions) deploying'~ support ~ 
personnel to the field in support of fie~ld _0b.tjper~.tions. _.'\~ t 
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¥A'RT I - ORGAl'!IZ!'.T'IOTlTAI, T)ATA 

A. Marine Air Support Squadron-Three, Chu Lai" RVN 

,. 1) C~ ~ DASC J and Af)~.'1:' (King Lear ""R il , C hu Lai) '. 
(2) ASRT (King Lear 118", Quang Ngai) 

B. 10 November - 31 D ece.m.ber 1966 

0. Harine Wing Headquarters Group..()ne, First MAW (lU Nov - 31 Dec 66) 

o. Commanding Offie er IJtCol Donald L. Fenton 

Executive Officer Maj John C. Dixon 

Operations Offie er IlIlaj Desmond F. Browne 

Administration Officer 2n~t t-rillimn n. Burlingame 

Services Officer capt Robert I .• fl'agener 

Supply Officer capt otto G. Linden 

C ornm,.1!:lect Offic er C e.pt Thomas (\. J. Farr 

E. NOvember - 27 Officers end 102 Enlisted 

Decembe!' - 27 Officers nnd ll~O Enlisted 
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a. Personnel. Personnel strengllh has grol'm frcrn 27 Officers and 95 Enlisted to 
27 Officers and 157 Enlisted. 

b. Administration. The proper administration of personnel matters and processing 
of reports was extremely difficult due to the absence of the r~quired Group and 
Vling references. 

o. life1fare Programs. I.n elaborate Christmas Dinner \1"'~ served in the squadron 
messh£lll after l".rhich gifts were given out by the Commanding Officer to aU per­
sonnel. 

d. Air Oporations. Air support operations were successfully conducted through­
out the period or this chronology and are as summ.arized below: 

DASC NOV DEC TOTAL 
F i:x::ed ,-ring Missions controlled 1% 706 902 

He10 lUssions controlled 42S 1417 lS45 

ASRT 1 s A B A B TOTAL 
MIssions controlled If4 ill - 432 ~ 504 

Targets hit 153 125 7S9 617 16S4 

Ordnance dropped (tons) 155 273 763 705 1e96 

e. SEecial 0Eer~tions. 

(1) ~e DASC. During operation "Rio Blance" J 19 - 26 l-Tov, '-TASS-3 provided 
two (2) officers to assist in control of air operations flo'oJll in SUpport of the 
7th Marines. In actuality, these officers were directly responsible for the con­
trol of twenty-one (21) fixed wing and one-hundred forty-five (145) helo missions. 

On tem (10) hours notice, the squadron deployed a Mobile (mini) DASC for op­
eration "Sierra" in support of the same unit during the period 12-H~ Dec. This 
DASC ha.d· complete control of cl.1 B:arine air support missions l~ithin "Sierra." TAOR 
and controlled forty-five (45) rued wing and ninety-three (9.3) helo missions. 
Air control results were excellent and cOll1lllents of praise cOl'lcerl'ling the DASC 1 S 

proficiency and ability were received from pa.rticipating air and ground units. 
The Nobile DASC consisted of: 

PERSONNEL 
.3 Officers 

8 Enlisted Men 

EQUIPMENT 
2 H-35 

1 Vetl. (mol.l.Ilted) 

COf;JMUNICATIONS 
2 PRC 25 

2 PaC 41, I TOO 75 

(2) ST;!ec!al. Forces Campa Resupply. On 2S Nov 1966, the Quang Ngai ASRT con­
trolled the paradrop resupply of bro Special Forces Camps loc;:I.ted .~Gia Vue and 
Minh Long. All drops t<lere within 100 meters of the drop Zone cente ints. Gia 
Vue received ten (10) chutes of foodstuffs totalling 11,000 pounds v1ft Minh Long 
.. ras the recipient of eight (.g) chutes "!hich carried 6,500 pounds of PO);.t.".nn one 
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other oocasion, 25 Dee, both ASRT' s conducted vectoring A.nd positioning of air­
craft for resupply of Special Forces at Thien Phouc, Ha ThaNh, Tra Bong, and }I1nh 
Long. 'l:he ~-tu.iJ. Uro»8 were net. cont.rolled by tone ASRT' s due to a misunderstand­
ing on the part of the aircrews and unannounced changes in aircraft/camp/ASRT as-
signment and scheduled time on target. 

(3) Fla.re Drops. On 21 and 22 Dec, King Lear Bravo controlled a e-117 under 
IFR conditions in making flare drops a.round the eLDe. A total of twenty-three 
(23) nares were dropped and all on target. These drops were run in betl'l'een 
scheduled ordnance missions. 

(4) Gel Practiee. King Lear Al~ o.~ucted C',cA practice with aU. S. Arrrry 
ore aircraft to the Quang Ngai airfield on 30 Nov. The results were excellent in 
all respects and min:imums of 300 and 1 appear within the capability of the equip ... 
ment .. 
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