
 DECLASSIFIED 

-
1 .. :,: ",,,,;:;;(,~~ 

fv1ASS-3 • fILE NO 130-65 ' 
.. I I? 00£116:1" 

MARINE AIR SUPPORT SQUADRON 3 
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Front : (}anmal'ldlllg' Officer 
To:' Commanding Oi.'fioor. MaJ-inQ Air Control Group 18 

Su."!Jj: Oommand Chronology (U). 

Rof'! (n) l-lgO 5750.10 
(b) GruO 5750.1 

, 
" 

Encl: 1(1) Command ChrOnology, MASS 3, 1 - 29.l'obruD.ry' 1968 

1. In accordanco tri. th roferences (a.) I1nd (b}) the MASS :3 oOl:!lllUlDd 
chronology :for Febr1.w.l'y 1968 is subni tted as enclosure (1). 

2. This letter becomos unclAasif.1ed upon removal of enclosure (1). 

~g~j. 
G .. B • . 'to,ofH3END, Jr • 
. 'Bi 'Di1eotion' 
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COMHlum CHRONOLOO! (tt) 

HLPnre: liIR 3UPPffiT SQWJJRON .3 

1 -:- 29 }'obruary 19M 

Chu Lo.i, RVN 
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1. (u) G~~nding Officor 

; ::~ocuti vo Officer 
Oporn:tions Officor 
Comm-Eloct Officer 
3erviccs Officer 
;Jupply Of .fie or 
. hdminiatrn.ti vc O.ffiecr 

LtCol Hugb R. Bm·rP!S,Jr. (1-~? l;'eb 63) 
LtCol John O. GREGERSON (27-29 i"'oo 68) 
Nnj William J. SULLIVl!.N 
Ma.j Goorge B. TO:lNSEI'ID, Jr. 
COopt C~lton H. BLANlCS 
Cnpt Jo.mos A. VOIJ,ENDCRF 
1st Lt Edm't.Ulll.E. UALSH, Jr. 
Cnp. George F. WARD, Jr • 

2. (c) Em-ine Lir Support Sq'ULldron 3, Chu Lat, RVN. 
a. OF am Chu Lai DASC, Chu Lai,RVN. 
b. Dn. Nung D:J>C 1 N~RT Alto. 0.00' ASRT CbN-Uo, Do. NAng, R VN • 
c. m~€: SUnh D1$C ani ASRT Bmw, Khe Sa.nh, RVN. 

3. (C) 30 officors and 181 enlisted. 
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1. (3) Tho squadron continued to oper8to air support eontrol ta.cili t.1os 
at Chu I.{',i, Da Nang and Khe Sanh in support of: free world farces. ~lle 
Sa.nh W'M t:1El centro- of interest ll.l'lI;i o.ctivi ty during 1;J:w jlonth wh.l;l~,. QD. 
:ERT and D_':.:;O hod been emplaced in. Jnnunr-!.· Prior to 5 Fet:lrtm-y t}Jb wo..."t- " 
·l:.her ,·TUS genc;::;."o.l1y good at Kho Sanh and the Dl$C WJucq.ly!tad tlV'!li.lAble 
up t~ w~ven Fl.C 's; both airb:or~e. a,.;¢~oll,tlc;l.4, ~~t4~,~p~};I 4~Je,~ 
IlS operations continued. During dllylight hours three Air Forco rud"'t'Wo 

. Horine TAe (A) -.;ero usually orr: the scene nm 'Wore kept supplied with fixed. 
wing aircraft using -ooth A/F and Marino aOUl'ces. In nddition o.n A/l~ 1\l3000 
we o.hm~"s lJ.vni1n.ble working directly with the DJSC. The JIBOCC w. util­
ized for unusual or complicated sitUAtions Ani resulwd in excellent 00-
ordi.nD.tion. Earl:;- in the month the COIlllllunicIlt1on section thnt hod been 
o.twched from 1st ~0! instnllod. a sw'itchbonrd which pr1m.Q.riJ.y served tho 
Di13C but 0.150 tied 0.11 \ling units at. Khe SnnhtogotOOl". vl1:re 1£l.y1ng part­
ies 'Wore kept busy as the numerous incoming artUI01'Y, rocket ttnQ mor-"lAzo 
rounds continued tc knock out Mire circuits. 

Due to the continmlly increasing enomypressuro, defenses nOOl.lt the 
DJ.6C, which is situn"ted just 7S 1Iletorl'!l behind. tho pel'il'llcter, were planned 
and developed. Increased sunbagging, wire and fighting holas were inolud­
ed. 

On the night o£ 6 Febrtu\ry, the hUls (861, 881S) came under g:round 
llttack. .r. Spooky nircrnfi, TPQ-10 etrikos and art ill er)" wore used to ro­
pUllie the onemy. Immedia.tely thereafter an attaok on Lang Vei, jv.st prior 
to midnight , oommenoed am by 0300 the outpost hud been over run. The 
H'ilA used ar.tnor .for the first time (Pl'-76 amphibioU$ ta.n.lt8). later in tho 
week the hills again came un:ier grolmd o.ttaek, which were repulsed omploy­
ing All ~w.1.lAble supporting ams. 

During tho early part of the month the Dl$C vor-kod directly with the 
Ail" Foree !.xCC. The l$CO ~t1"entlY ..,..sseci tasogots to the Dt;;C wM.ch 
had beon dotectad. by A/F rooon planes 81llploying. wriolUJ sensor systems, 
The time f't-om detection to reporting to the PASO was us'U£tl.ly about 15 min­
utes 6 ThE>BC targets 'VEll'e cOMiderod "'I«J:'Y w.lid IUtd ll.ir Force tlir;hts of' 
fo\.ll" '1;0 oight Cl.ircraft 1Ie1'e ptlssed to the D1J3C ~ the f.BCCC tor .tGT'.'i OOIl­
trol. />(:J Fewuary advanced the 26th Ma.r1nGS began to generate sane .40 ... 
50 high priority targets of their ~ •• nnd soon tbere were aore 'blrgets 
than the !:mT could hnrole. ll.f'bel' Q. conference with the~Support 00-: 
ordina"~or it was decided that 26th Marines. tElrgets would ho.\1t) priority 
nrd that only urgent targets pt'-ssed by the fJ3CCC would caae bef"oro '!:;he 26th "s 
targota. This Ilpponrcd to straighten out tho difticUlty Am. no !'t~t:1Gr 
p!-1o'bl{~lls in this rospect occurred. 

ENCLOS l.rJ~ (1) 
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The llJ:1T rO'rr,:i.'1C nt !J s[.,lLsc lo-~ tvlo H::Lrio8 flights and threo 1:.11' 

l;'oJ:'-:"!e fliE.):lts fo:r 8.. t.·1.",2~~ oC fi vo ec,cil hOli.:i.'. In tb·:? event of D. goro1.IDd 
[~tt.,:wk) 0.13. :J:iCCG LlStl,A~) vc~:Jd bE: Jn~dr-; ,:~vr:ilD.ble. On 1$ Februo..ry, in D. 

2j~ hOlli~ pei'iod, 1S"1' :!: :,~J~":~rolled 99 m:i.sdl)J.C.s involving ovor 275 nirornft. 
486 tonD of or:lne·ncc ,,'':1''.1 d.e1i vered O~1 105 tarcetf.l for a ne'T Jv1/lSS .3 record. 
l,t the pec!.k of CLcti:d ., J.:;he ASRT W:1.'3 con~roJI ing six to seven flights per 
hour. 

DU1~inr:: the Hon'::'); c>c ..-SRT anten..na r.::tdcme reeei ved fragmentation damage 
on ·l;P..rG6 OCCQSiOES, ~T"viav8r, ':;h8 set vias knocked off the air only once 
when a 122 mm rod::E;-!" IF nkd about 7 meters aw..'.y. The set lrIIlS operll.tionAl 
20 mlnlrs3S IntGl~ 'J 

On 21 FebrUD.r'Y D. JL(jrtar r01U1d lc,nding nenr the J,;3RT domnged the l-1::.3S 3 
; 1-35 :ct ton truck and 1;1":3 PU-344 generator pOliTering the .:.sRT. A: qt.1.ick re­
pair wo.s lU[I.de to the gpnerlltor radiator' nnd the i\:'3RT wns opera.ting 30 lllin­
utes luter. T he t·.r.~_"!.d{ required more Dxte nsi va repairs bO"we-ver, ('.nd ~. t the 
end of the month K'loS still dondlined. 

Three hlil$,s 3 personnel were 'vJounded by mortar/rocket fragments during the 
month. In 8Qch caso the wounds were not serious but all three were avuc­
uated. 

The period 4 - 25 Feb was lnAI'ked by low ceilings, continnoUB fog a.nd 
o-verc'"!'st. 1:VF G~ 130 c.ircraft started IllD.king pamdr OpS of supp'l ios • These 
drops \Toro not a.lHc.ys l3ucccssfuJ.. dl:C' to tho weather and somo supplies were 
not being recovered~ The A/F then asked for J'\SIlT assistance and on 20 Feb­
ruc.ry the ;~SRT controlled 14 parndrop missions which were successful. In 
addition the l.snT provided GCA assistnnco to two C-123 1s bringing them to 
an uneventful lmuing. The only disndvuntuge in the operation wc.s thQt 
-('he AT1T loTas diverted from its primary missiop for a period of' foUl' hours. 
D'I.n'ing the marl few days the GCA \W.S repclred and the weather slightly 
improved so th~t the lERT was not required to provide this service for the 
remninder of the month. 

As the mOl1th progl'essed it begnn to be suspeoted toot . CJ$ strikes us­
ing 250 lb. bombs and nnJXllm were not being as effective tlS desired. The 
."RVN raI1[!or Bn. con1hlD.mer was con'tncted. and he point0d out 0. ~icu~llr 
enemy bunker area about 900 meters out that had received TpQ ... 10 s"trikes 
with little effect. TLDC was then o.skf'..d to provide bombs of at least 750 
lb. or heavier with delay fuzes set at .025 sec. A TPQ·-drop vns Tw.'"l.de on 
the b1.l1'lRer target, and the ARillJ listening; post, which was sent out immed­
i::'.toly after I reported excellent reS1.ll ts and that we had finally bugun to 
cruele or Cllve in these bunkeiUs. TlilXJ WG.S then requested to schedulo ~ 
all do.3~ime TPQ aircraft with bombs of 750 lb. or more o.nQ armod with do­
lo.3r fUzes. By tho end of th() month all TPQ drops 'Were requested \-lith this 
ordnance. Host TP'! targots in the Khe So.nh area tlre we1l dug in und bunk­
erod a.rtilJ.ery~ rocket and mortar pOsitions and the larger baaps with delD.y 
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fuzes sho'!-ud greatly L1.n .l/'.'3 'U}, effectiveness of TPQ strikes. 

The contro:;'" of hE;iL~v~':~or;; p::esentoo 0. difficclt problem. Upon tho 
urrivu1 of the DASC '01'0 ~6:;b Hnr::"nes hud a diroct unit cJ.'Opo!'t ,paok. 
age oi' tWJ 'lEI-:-e. '':.'" C' GH-46 , t' "C..I two Till -.3/;- a:..rc.i.· ... ,f t.. 'ello pri·. 
mary mission boing X'(:c'lpply ;',od medevuc' for the r,iU positions. The 26t~ 
Nnrines /;.LO ws cooroimting the1'1e missions but the incroo.sing tonpo of 
operations and incre.'),::;crl enemy fire bad begun to reduco offoctvcness of 
control d'l.lO to limikc; ~o:rrmlUnication facilH",es und personnel. f.coording-
1y the .D1iSC asked f0:, il"ld nssmnocl helicopter control responsibility. The 
Huey gunships wi 'beg;:Tl t.o lose offecti veness in the fire suppression role 
as enomy activj.ty incro.':l.sed. Helicopters landing on the hill positions 
were receiving mortar, automatic and sma11 o.rns fire. In addition entry 
and e~dt rou.tes were c07e.red by .50 cul. MG fire. The D!$C thero1"6re·Q.S­
signod airborne FiiG I S and fixed wing nirc~::'::t:ft to assist in fire suppres­
sion o.nd v.l..th this aid the first SU8cessful rosup;)ly or hill 881 S in six 
dnys wus accomplishod o 

Meamlhile, tho NVA h:td movod in close -::'0 the perimoter nnd airfield 
oper,-,tions became incroasingly wzardcus, I·QSE'!Os of helicopters stuying 
ovornight at Khe So.nh began to increase and the practice was nbol1doned. 
Refueling, loorling and unloading of both fixed wing and helicopter nir­
craf't Cm.10 u.nder fire. A fire suppression plan wus developed by 1 at }lAI'1 
and tho D.'.SC assisted in coordinntion or fixed wing 1 helicopter c..nd TAC (A) 
aircraft, Upon exocution it appears that the threat is someWlk~t diminish­
ed. It is noted that the most effective fire suppressor employed o.ppeo.res 
to be chemical smoke. 

On 25 Fe1:ru.o.ry the D/.sC bunker withstood 0. direct hit frOIll 0. 12~ nun. 
point detonating rocket. This event encouraged a further incrense in lay­
ers of snndbags and other material on the bunker. 
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1. (C) ~ili9..M.. Air support operations are summo.rized below: 

DJlm 

ChuW 

F1xed~wing missions controlled 

USMC 
A/F 
Navy 

450 
o 

-.Q 
Sub Total 450 

Fi:xed...-wing missions total: 2048 

Helo missions controlled 

Helo 
Med-Ewc' 

Helo miscions tottll: 1481 

. . ,Number of JI11ssiona 

t&Jj 

A/F 
Nav;y 

84 
......Q 

Sub Tottll 84 

~7' o 
--!2 

Sub Total 375 

JJSfa missions total: 2841 

Sortie 11 

OONO 
A/F 
Navy 

401 
o 

-Z 
Sub Totnl 40.3 

ASRT sorties total! 4243 

747 
o 

:....Q 
747 

755 
.lfU 

1338 

1117 
615 

....l22 
2122 

1429 
1029 
~ 
3486 

DECLASSIFIED 

632 
154 
-~ 
851 

,3$ 
..2.J. 

59 

354 
o 

_Q 
354 
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'targets hit 

USM] 

A/F 
,Navy 

• 
793 

o 
..jl 

Sub TotAl . 79) 

ASRT targets hit total: 3712 

Ordnance delivered (tons) 

USM) 

AIr 
Navy 

836.49 
o 
gt 

Sub Total 836 • .49 

lSro! total ordno.nce deli vere<! : 

• 

1191 
64$ 

.m 
2262 

4457.77 
2227.91 
ll.~ 
~2S1.10 

657 
o 

• ....Q 
657 

767.13 
o 

... Q 

767.13 

2. (C) XIf VisUs. The Khe Sanh det/l.chment wns visited b.Y Air Force 
"Genero.l Wl1!ER ani 1st MAW CG Maj. Generol .Ji.NDEaSON dU1"ing Pebr\¥l.I"Y • 

.3. (u) W.viO g"UPP. During FebrUtlr1 MilSS .., MEOOAP treated 145 adults 
and 1,71 children. Three irrlivldu&ls wre trucen to 1s'b Hospito.l Co, far 
fUrther treatment. On 7 Fob. the MEDCAP began oper~t1on in the reoently 
completed '.t'rung Too.n dispensury. MASS 3 CAD lOOt \ill th the .K;y Htl. village 
chief and the Trung Toon bamlet chief to discuss theconstruotion of n 
public shower. On 12 Feb. the children of Trung Too.n htuDlet 'Were given 
0. party ani on 24 Feb. 35 children wore inrlted to the MASS .., rooret'.tion 
building for movies, p:a.rnes and rGfTeehments. 

a. 8.. ~61lqSENl).., Jr. 
By direction 
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