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Inei: 4 (1) Command Chronology, MASS 3, § = 29 Fobrunry 1968

1. In accordance with roferences{a) and (b}, the MASS 3 command
ehronology for Februsry 1968 is sutmitted a2 enclosure (1}e

2., This letter becomos unclassified upon removal of enclogure (1.

G Gparmesdlf

GyB, TOASEND, Jr.
"By Direction

ggCRET

e e ()

e

DECLASSIFIED

c-cstiy

po&iy o G

YRR




DECLASSIFIED
- o e

CONFID:TTAL

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY (W)
M:PING ATR SUPPRT SQUADRON 3
1 ~ 29 Fobruary 1963

Chu Loai, RVN
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(U) Cormarding Officer

ymocutive Qfficer
Oporationg Officer
Comm~-lect Officer
Servieces Officer
oupply Officer
JAdministrative O0fficer

LtCol Hugh R. BUMPAS, Jr, (1~27 Feb 68)
LtCol John O. GRDGERSON (27-2¢ #fcb 65)
Mo William J. SULLIVAN

Maj George B TO‘.’INSEI'H)’ -‘TI‘.

Capt Charlton H. BLANKS

Copt Jamos A. VOLLENDGRF

1st Lt Edmund E. WALSH, Jr,

Ceopt George F. WARD, Jr,

{C) tiorine fir Support Squadren 3, Chu Lai, RVN.

a, CP and Chu Lai DASC, Chu Lai, RVN,

b. Da Nang D:SC, ASRT Alfa and' ASRT Chorlis, Do Nang, RVN.
c. Kie Sanh DASC and ASRT Bravo, Khe Sarh, RVN,

(C) 30 officers and 181 enlisted.
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BiRT_IT - SIGNIFICANT HIGHLIGHTS

1. (3) The squadron continued to operatc air support control facilitios

at Chu Ini, Da Nang and Khe Sanh in suppert of free world forces, ihe

Sanh wag the center of intcrest and activity during the month where @0
Z5RT and DASC hed been emplaced in January, Prior to 5 Fetruary the wage
ther was generally good at Khe Sanh and the DiSC usunlly kad aveilable

up to seven FiC's; both airborne and ground. 4 routipe.gouy developed

a8 operations continued. During daylight hours three Air Force and two
‘Yarine TAC(A) werc usually oniihe scene and were kept supplled with fixed
wving aircraft using ooth A/F and Marine sources., In addition an A/F" ABCCC
was alwoys available working directly with the DASC. The ABCCC was util-
ized for unusual or complicated situations amd resulted in excellent co-
ordinnation, Early in the month the communication section that had been
attached from 1st MU’ installed o switchboard which primerily =merved tho
D436 but also tied 2ll wing units at Khe Sanh together, Wire layipg part-
ies wore kept busy as the numerous incoming artillery, rocket and mortar
rounds continued tc knock out wire circuits,

Due to the continumlly increasing encmy pressurc, defenses about the
DASG, which is situoted just 75 meters behind the perimeter, were planned
and developed, Incrensed scnbagging, wire and fighting holes were inolud-
ed, '

On the night of 6 February, the hills (861, £81S) ctme wmder ground
attack, . Spooky aircraft, TPR-10 strikes and artillery wore used to re-
pulse the enemy, Immediately thereafter an attack on Lang Vei, just prior
to midnight , commeneced amd by 0300 the outpost had been over run, The
VA usod armoy for the first time (PT~76 amphiblous tanks). Iater in the
week the hills epain came under ground attacks which were repulsed amploy-
ing all awvallable supporting arms. \

During thoe early part of the month the DASC worked directly witlh the
Lir Foree .50CC, The ABGCC frequently passed targots to the DASC which
had boon dotected by A/F raecon planes employing: various sensor systems,
The time from detection to vaporting to the DASC was usunlly about 15 min-
utes, Thesc targets were considerod very valid and Air Force flirshis of
four to eight aircraft were passed to the DASC ¥y the LBCCC for SNT con~
trol. /s Februvery advanced the 26th Marines begap to generate some 40 -
50 high priority targets of their own,.and soon there were more tarzetls
than the XMRT eould handle. After o conference with the FweSupport Co-:
ordinator it was decided that 26th Marines! targets would have priority
and that only urgent targets passed by the ABGCC would came beforc the 26th's
targety, This appearcd to straighten out tho difficuity anmd no fuprtior
problems in this rospect occurred,
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The FAESIN rowtine o
Porea fligits for o tex
aettack, a1l ABOCO o

gov 2ulled Fov tyo Marine flights and three Aix
of five ench howr, In the event of a ground
wverld be mades aveilable, On 18 Fetrwery, in a

Zh hour pebiod, [SUT OB ocovirelled 99 misrions involving over 275 airoraft,
485 tong of ordonnce wive delivered on 105 targets for a new MASS 3 record.
/it the peak of activit, the ASRT was cowbroliing six to seven flights per
20Uur,

During the month the ASRT antenna radcme received frogmentation damage
on three occasions, vever, the set was knocked off the air only once
when a 122 mm rocke® lrnded about 7 meters away, The set wos operntional
20 mimutes later,

On 21 Tebrunry a ricrbar round landing neer the ASRT damaged the Mi3S 3
135 2% ton truck and th: PU-344 generator powering the .SRT. A‘quick re-
pair was mede to the generator radiator and the ASRT was operating 30 min-
utes later. The truck required more extensive repairs however, and ot the
end of the month wrs gtill deadlined, ' '

Three HASS 3 pereonnel were wounded by mortar/rocket frogments during the
month, In each case the wounds were not serious but all three were evac—
uwated,

The period 4 -~ 25 Feb was marked by low ceilings, continnous fog and
overcaat, 4/F C-130 circraft started moking paradrops of supgtics. These
drops were not alwoys succeasful dve Yo the weather and some supnliecs were
not being recovered, The A/F then asked for ASRT assistance and on 20 Feb-
rucry the ASRT controlled 14 paradrop missions which were succegsful, In
addition the ASRT provided GOA assistance to two C~1231s bringing them to
an wneventful lamding., The only disadvantage in the operation wos thot
the ASIT was diverted from its primory missiopn for a period of four hours.
During the mext few days the GCA wns repaired and the weather slightly
improved so that the ASRT was not required to provide this service for the
remainder of the month, '

Ls the month progressed it begnn to be suspected that CAS strikes us~
ing 250 1b, bombs and mapalm were not being as effective og desired, The
!RVY ranzer Bn. commander was contacted and he pointed out a particular
eneny bunker arca about 900 meters out that had received TPO~10 sirikes
with little effect, TADC was then asked to provide bombs of at least 750
1b, or heavier with delay fuzes set at ,025 sec, A TPQ-drop was mnde on
the bunker target,and the ARVN listening post, which was sent out immed-
intely after, reported excellent results and that we had finally bugun te
crack or cave in these bunkemts, TADC was then requested to schedule !
all doytime TPQ aircraft with bombs of 750 1b. or more and armed with do-~
lay fuzes, By the end of the month all TPQ drops were requested with this
ordnance, Most TP targots in the Khe Saph arca are well dug in and bunke
ered artillery, rocket and mortar positions ond the larger bombs with delay
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fuzes showld greatly ia~z.~ce ih» effectivenesa of TPQ strikes,

The controlof heiis uVJor presented o difficult problem, Upon the
arrival of the DASC the 26Ub Marines had a direct unit cumport padke
age of two UL, S0 0H-48, ond twe UH <3/ azrcrnfl, tho pri-- '
mary mission bﬁlnD recupply and medevac for the hill p031t10ns. The 26th
Marines L0 was coordinnting these missions but the inereasing tonpo of
opcrations and incressed enemy fire had begun to reduce effectveness of
control dvo to limit.d communicotion facilit®es and personnel, According-
ly the DiSC asked fo. and assumed helicopter control responsibility, The
Huey gunships hod begin to lose effectiveness in the fire suppression rele
ag eneny oactivity increased, Helicopters landing on the hill positlons
were receiving mortar, automatic and small aras fire. In addition entry
and exit routes were ccvered by ,50 cal, MG fire, The DASC therefdre as-
signcd airborne FiCls and fixed wing airceraft to assist in fire suppres-
gion and with this aid the first successful resuprly of hill 881 S in six
days wag cccomplished,

Meanwhile, the NVA had moved in close o the perimecter anmd airfield
operations OeCJHG increasingly hazardcus. Iosces of helicopters stoying
overnight at Khe Sanh began to increase and the practice was abandoned.
Refuelinc, loading and unloading of both fixed wing ond helicopter oire
craft come under fire., A fire suppress1on plan was developed by 1st MW
ard the D.SC assisted in coordination of fixed wing , helicopter and TAC(A)
aircraft, Upon execution it appears that the threat is somewhat diminish-
ed, It 1s noted that the mogt effective fire suppressor employed appeares
to be chemical smoke,

On 25 Fetruary the DASC bunker withgtood a direct hit from a 122 mm

point detonating rocket. This event encouraged a further increcse in lay-
ers of sandbags and other material on the bunker.
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BART TIT - SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. (C) pir operations. Alr support operations are summarized belows
DISC
Chu Iai Ra Japg Eha Sanh
Fixed-wing misslions controlled

USMC 450 747 632
A/F 0 0 154
Navy ‘ 0 =0 )
; Sub Total 450 T47 251
Mxed-wing missions total: 2048
) Helo missions controlled
Helo 8, 755 35
Med~Evac ' ) 583 wal,
: Sub Total 84 1338 59
Helo miszions total: 1481
4SRT
ALFS BRAVO CH/ARLIE
. Mumber of missions .
USMC 375 1117 34
A/F 0 615 0
Navy =0 420 -
Sub Total 375 2122 344
ASRT miasions total: 2&1'
Sorties ,
M 401 1429 35,
A/F 0 1029 0
: Sub Total 403 3486 354,
ASRT sorties total: 4243
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ALFA ERAVO CHARLIE
Targets hit
BMe 793 1191 657
AR 0 €8 0
Navy -8 423 )
Sub Total 793 2262 657
" ASRT targets hit total: 372
Ordnance delivered (tons)
USMS 836.49 4457, 77 767413
AfF 0 2227, 9N 0

1565.10

Novy U e
: Sub Total 836,49 8251,10 767,13

4SRT total ordnonce delivored: 9854, 72
2. (C) VIP Visita. The Khe Sanh detachment was visited by Air Farce

" Genercl MOMYER and 1st MAW CG Maj, General ANDFRSON dwing February,

3. (U) Civia action. During February MiSS 3 MEDCAP treated 145 adults
ard 471 children, Three individuals were token to 1sb Hospitel Co, far
further treatment, On 7 Peb, the MEDCAP began operation in the recently
comploted Trung Toan dispensary, MASS 3 CAO met with the Ky Ba villoge
chief and the Trung Toan hamlet ehief to discuss the construction of a
public shower, On 12 Feb, the children of Trung Toan hamlet were given
a party and on 24 Feb, 35 children were invited to the MASS 3 rocrention
building for movies, pames and reofreghments,

C. 8, TOHSEND, Jr,
By direction
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