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GONFIDETIAL
From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding Officer, Marine Air Control Group 1€
Subj: Command Chronology (U)

Ref: (a) Wg0 5750.10
(b) Grud 5750.1

Encl:\j&a) Command Chronology, ¥ASS-3, 1 = 31 December 1968

1« In accordance with reference (a) and (b), the MASS-3 Command
Chronology for December 1968 is sutmitted as enclosure (1),

2, This letter becomes unclassified upon removal of enclosure (1),
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fart X Qrganizatdonal. Daka
(U) Commanding Officer  1-31 Dec 68 LtCol William J, SULLIVAN
- Executive Officer 126 Deec 68 Maj My»rl 8, ENGEL, Jr,
27-31 Dec 68 Maj Xenneth L. SCARBCROUGH
Operations Officer 1-31 Dec 68 Capt Kenneth P. CLAREKNDON
Services Officer 1=31 Dec 68 Capt Charles . FISI
Administretive Officer 1~31 Dee 48 1at/Tt John A. HODGES.
0IC, MASS-3 Det, #1 1-26 Dec 68 Maj Kenneth L. SCARBCROUGH
Da Nang 27-31 Dec 63 Capt John C, WILLIAMS
0IC, MASS=3 Det, i#2 1=31 Dec 68 Maj Charles H. MANAZIR
Vandegrift Combat
Bage

(C) Marine Air Support Squadron - 3, Chu Lai, RVN
ae OGP, Chu Lai ASRT Alfa, Chu Lai, RVN
b, Da Nang DASC, Da Mang ASRT Alfa, Da Nang ASRT Bravo, Da Nang, RVN
cs Vandegrift DASC, Vamdegrift Combat Base, RVN
)] Average monthly strength of squadron:
Marine Officers 36
Marine Enlisted 198

Naval Officera 4
Naval Enlisted 2
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Bart II Narrative Summary

~ (C) During the month of December Da Nang ASRT A conducted
a special test and evaluation project under the direction of the
Seventh Air Force and Task Force Yankee of the First Marine
Division,

The purpose of the project was to use the AN/TP7)-10 Radar
Course Directing Central for oontrol of C-130 aircraft dropping
the 10,000 pourd MK-121 bomb to clear helicopter landing zones ,
and possible fire support bases on terrain covered by heavy canopy
and dense undergrowth, Ten ME-121 bombs were dropped with satis~
factory results,

The missions were conducted at 150 KIS True Air Speed
(the minimm acceptable airspeed for the radar computers) and
at an altitude of 6000 feet AGL, Tracking difficulties were
discovered at this airspeed/ altitude at an associated target
distance of 42,000 meters slant range. This was resolved by
the installation of an AN/APN-15/ Beacon Transponder in the
bottom of the aircraft fuselage and using an extended antenna,

The aircraft was configured for a two weapon capacity
with the bombs resting on sleds side by side on the deck of
the aircraft., To each weapon was attached a 23 foot extraction
parachute which was deployed at 30 secords from target (2,000
meters)s. At 800 meters and at 400 meters’ respectively a "stand-
by" command was transmitted by the ASRT Controller and then
a single "Mark" at approximately 25 meters to tarcet. At this
time the loadmaster pulled the single restraining load-locking
pin and the extraction was effected, The chute remains with
the weapon during its trajectory-ostensibly providing some
degree of stabilization in flight, In addition to the 30 seconds
advisory, the pllot also required a one minute and two minute
warning (4,000 meters and 8,000 meters to target), These periodic
transmissions are given in time frames ingtead of meters since
the Air Force crew were more familiar with this type countdown,

Ballistics information was provided by the Air Force for
time of Fall, Trail, and wind offset. Zero winds were inserted
into the Ballistics Computer, True Air Speed set at 150 KIS,
and the appropriate target latitude entered.,. Organic to the
time of fall figure was a programmed factor for rcaction time
involved with the transmission and interpretation of the release
command and the physical delay of removing the bomb sled locking
rin,

The results of the project proved the method of delivery
accurate to 25 mevers, Depending on the target location and
the nature of the terrain topography this may or may not be
sufficient. The wegponls Effcctive Casualty Radius is estimated
at approximately 900 mcters. Favorable results werc achieved
as far as clearing a desired arca without creating unfavorable
cerater cffects,
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Rart. JLL Sirnificant Exents
1. (C) Operations. Air Support Operations for thc month of Dccember:
DASC
Da Hang Yandepxdft Latals
Fized Wing Missions 15447 1,116 2,553
Helo iissions 779 297 1,076
Med-Zvae Missions 656 267 953
ASRT
Chn Lod "&" Da Nanz "A" Da Nenz "B Iotals
Bombins Missions 248 - 263 163 674,
 Targets Hit 320 386 237 943
Viguel Targets » g Q{ ¢ ¢
Ordnailco dropped680472 737.1Y9 48Z,0% 1,901,96
Sor‘b:’EZZnS) 252 330 " 98 e 080

2, (U) dystem operating hours as of 31 Dccember 195C:

A=Z A=9 A=12
Total operating hours 19,081 R2, 666  UNKNOJN*
Hours since r:hab, 14,68 11,666 7,926
Hours during Deccmber 695 657 712

*Log book docsn't go that far back
3, (U) MASS-3 Units Participated in the following opcrations drring
the nonth of Decembor:

Qoeraiion Date decngy

Hardin Falls 2=37 Dce Chu Lai ASRT Alfa

Fayctte Canyon 15«31 Dce ~4.0-

Mcade River 19 Dce Da Nong DASC, ASRT Alfa and Brave
Taylor Common 7-31 Doe _ ~J o=

Scotland II 1~3. Dce Vandegrift DASC

Dowson fiver 1=3? Doe ~do~
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4o (U) Civis Action

During the month of Decamber iASS~3 MEDCAP treated 148
persons, 200 bars of goap worce distributed throughount Truns
Toan iI-mloct for hygienic purposcs.

On 3 Docembor the MASS-3 Civie Action Officcr passod out
11 scholarships w children of Trung Toan and San Hai hamlcts.

On 25 Doccnmbor a Chrigtmas party was held at the Trung
Toen Joplet office. 500 children attended, Icc eroean, candy,
nuts, ond cooldes wore scrved, Toys were given out as Christmas
gifts .

During thc month of Docomber 164 children were brought
to the MASS5-3 arca to attond movics shown by the MASS~3 Civie
Action Tecan.

During the nonth of Decombor ten bags of cement were given
to in’ividuals in San Hail and Trune Toan Hamldts,
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