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From: Commanding Officer 
To: C017lYaanding Officer" Harine Air Control Group-IS (S .. 3) 

Subj: Command Chronology 

Ref: (a) WgO 5750.1C 
(b) GruO 5750.1A 

Bncl: )(1) Command Chronology, Marine Air Support Squadron-3 
(REIN) 1-31 March 1970 

1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), the Marine Air 
Support SquadronM 3 (REIN) (MAS~-3) Command Chronology for 
March 1970 is submitted as enclosure (1). 

2. This letter becomes unclassified upon removal of enclosure 
(1). IAul O:PNAVINST 5510.1C. 
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COI~1AND CHRONOLOGY 

MARI1~ AIR SUPPORT SQUADRON-3 (REIN) 

1-31 Harch 1970 

DA NANG, llliPD'BLI C OF VIETNAM 
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:PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Command and Staff Officers for the reporting period includes 

fII· " ' Commanding Officer 1-31 Mar 
~, t 

Exeoutive Offioer 1-31 ~ar 

Administrative Officer 1-31 Mar 

Operations Officer 1-31 ~ar 

Services Ot'ficer 1-31 :tvIar 

Oo.mm/E1ect Officer 1-11 Mar 
12-31 Mar 

01C Da !liang DASC 1-31 Mar 

010 Baldy HDO 1-20 ]liar 
27-31 Mar 

OIC ChQ Lai ASRT 1-31 Mar 

OIC An Hoa ASRT 1-31 lillar 

01 C Quang Tri ASHT 1-11 Mar 
12-31 Mar 

01 C Birmingham ASRIl' 1-31 Mar 

LtCo1 John H. DUBOIS 

Maj Charles R. KEITH 

lstLt Jerome ANTKOWShI 

Maj Charles M. MOGAIN 

Maj PaUl K. FARMER 

Maj James B. HICKOK 
Capt Donald D. NIMMOW 

Raj J obn J. filCt4AMARA 

Capt Hobart F. GIBSON 
lstLt John F. RHODES JR. 

Capt Cralg D. GALLAlJ 

Is tLt J'err,. N. DE1.'iNARD 

lstLt Edward S. FORD 
lstLt F. Eric LEWIS 

Capt Frank H. DOWDEN 

2. M.arine Air Support Squadron-3 (REIN), Da ~ang, RVN 1-31 
March 1Y70 

a. CF, Da Nang ASRT, Da Nang DASC, Da .Nang, RVN 1-31 lilar 
1970 

b. Ghu Lai ASRT, Ghu Lai, RVN 1-31 Mar 1~70 

c. An Hoa ASRT, An Hoa. Combat Base, RVN 1-j1 Mar 11170 

d. Birmingham ASRT, J:)irminghem FSB, RV.N l-jl Mar 1970 

a. Quang Tri ASRT, Q,uang '.Cri, RVN l.-j1. I"lar 11170 

f. Baldy HDO, Landing Zone Baldy, ~VN 1-)1 Mar 11170 
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3. Average :month~y strength oi' Squadron: 

Marine Officers 44 
Marine Enlisted ~31 

~ava~ O£ficers 0 

~aval Enlisted 2 

4. a. 3 March 1970, Col S. G. DUNWIDDIE JR., CO, MACG-IS 
visited Da Nang DASC. 

b. 0 March 1~70, Col REID, 1st MAW, unassigned, visited 
MASS-) and Da ~ang DASC £or orientation briefing. 

o. 9 March 1~70, Col S. G. DUNvITvDIE JR., CO, MACG-18 and 
LtCo~ G. G. LONG, new XO o£ MACG-lb visited the DASC for an 
orientation briefing. 

d. 10 March 1970, MGen W. G. THRASH, CG, 1st MAW visited 
Da .Nang DASC. 

e. 12 March 1970, LtGen K. B. MCCUTCHEO~, CG, III~ MAF, 
NGen W. G. THRASH, CG, 1st MAW and Col S. G. DU~WIDDIE JR., 
CO, lYIACG-ltl visited lYlASS-3 CJ? £or inspection and orientation 
briefing. LtCol JUKES, British Hoyal Marines visited Da ~ang 
DASC for orientation brie£ing. 

f. 1~ March 1970, LtGen M. ZAIS, CG XXIV Corps, LtGen K. B. 
MCCUTCHEON, CG, III MAF and MGen W. G. THRASH, CG, ~st ~lAW 
visited Da Nang nASC for orientation briefing. 

g. 24 March ~~70, LtGen K. B. MCCUTCHEO~ visited Da .Nang 
DASC. 

h. 20 lliJ.arch ~~70, Col H. S. W"lLS01~, ~st lYlAW, unasSigned, 
visited MASS-) Cr and Da .Nang vASC for orientation briefing. 

i. ~d March 1~70, Col L. T. gHICKSu~, ~st I~W Inspector, 
viSited MASS-) CF for orientation briefing. 
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.fAR"£ II 

l~AitJ:{A"l'IVE SU.l.-.1MAR:i 

During tne month or Marcn ~a~S-J continued ~o provide con­
tro~ and coordination ror fixed wing and rptary wing aircraft 
in support of operatiOns in ~ne I Corps Tacticai Zone. MASS-3 
participated in the ro~lowing operations during March: Geneva 
.farK, ~antucket Beach, lron ~ountaln, Frederick Hill, Green 
H1ver, ¥ork Market, Dakota C~int, Randolph Glen and ARVN oper­
ation Lam Son. fne Da riang DASC coordinated a total of ~ 
emergency ex:&racttona durl.ng the month. 'J.'hrough 'the et'forts of 
the radar technicians 'toe ASR~'s have experienced an increase 
in range and on 2b March Birmingham ASR~ made a successful drop 
at a range of 45 miles (~3,OOO meters). Also significant for 
Birmingham was an unusual volume of operatiOns for a .34. hour 
period beginning at ~lOO on 15 March. A total of 07 mi~sions 
were controlled using ti7 aircraft and dropping ~~O.45 tons of 
oiidnance. 

~umerOQS orientatl.on briefings were completed by various 
sectlona of 'the Squadron. ',l'he follOWing distinguished visitors 
were among those attending: LtGen M. ZAIS, CG XXIV Corps; LtGen 
K. B. ~CCUTCHEO~, CG, III MAP; ~Gen w. G. ~HRASHJ CG, 1st MAW; 
COl S. G. DU~WIDDIE Jri. J CO, HACG-IUi COl REID and COL H. S. 
W-.LLSO~, ~st .1YJAW, unaa~igned; COL L. "J.'. EfUCKSO~, 1st HAVl 
Inspector; L'tCOl G. G. LOl\lG, XO, ,iV'lACG-le; and L'tCOl J"U1\ES, 
Bri tish Hoyal Marines. "J.'here were aJ.SO many visits to oUlilying 
sites by members of the Squadron to provide teohnioal assist­
ance and ensure a high level of mora~e and state of welfare. 

Logistioal support that had been handled so expediently 
was somewhat hampered by the closing 01" LZ-~':; atop Hl~L J27. 
As a reS~li of a concentralied effort ~ne LZ was reopened af'ter 
it was enLarged to tuice the forruer size and a~l obstructions 
to fligh~ operations were removed. EmbarKation readiness was 
continual.ly emphaa i zed during the montn and many 1'ormer dis­
crepancies have been corrected. 

A combat palirol from line secur1'ty secliion made contact with 
a small enemy forC3 on ~J March. After a short fire fight which 
resUlted in one mtnor injury 'the enemy was dispersed. 
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SIG~IFIO~~ EVE~TS 

(U)~. Administration. ~one 

(C) 2. ~ersonnel. On 12 March 1970 Capt Donald D. ~I~10W re­
lieved Maj James B. HICKOK as Squadron Ccrmm/~lect Officer and 
IstLt Edward S. FOHn was relieved 'by IstLt F. Eric LEWIS as 
OIC 01' ,",uang i'ri ASRT. on 27 .l'Iiarch J.970 lstLt John F. MODES 
JR. relieved Capt .t(obert F. GIB~O.l~ as OIC 01' BaJ.dy lIDC. J"o1ning 
the Squadron during this period were ~dLt AIRBl, 2ndLt C~BELL, 
~dLt CRAWFORD and wO DRIGGERS. '.l'hroughout the month" Squadron 
representatives repeatedly visited outlying MASS-3 sites. 

(C) 3. C01i.lInand ltelationships/Co!llII1and and Control. FLASS-3 per­
sonnel provided various orientawlon briefings tnroughout the 
month of March pertaining to Squadron operations. Among the 
distinguished personne~ atteu~ing were:,LtGen M. ZAIS, CG, XXIV 
Corps; LtGen~. B. MCCU£CHEO~, CG, III MAFj MGen W. G. THHASH, 
CG, 1st MAW; COi S. G. DU~wIDDIE JR., CO, MACG-18; COl REID and 
Col H. S. WiLSON" 1st MAW, unassigned; Col L. T. ERICKSO~, 1st 
~lAW Inspector; LtCol G. G. LOHG, XO, MACG-lbi and LtCol JUKES, 
BritiSh .t(oyal Marines. 

(C) 4. Air Control. During March 197U, ~~S-j continued to pro­
vide, operate and maintain five Air Support Radar Teams (ASR'r1s) 
within the I Corps. In addition, a Direct Air Support Center 
(DASC) and a Helicopter Direction Center (RDC) are provided for 
the tactical control of fixed wing and rotary wing aircraft. 
'l'his is becolrling an increasingly difficult task due in part to 
critical personnel shortages. Of partiCUlar significance were 
operatiOns during the 3~ hour period beginning 2100 on 15 March 
to 0700 on 17 March in which Birmingham ASRT controlled e7 air­
craft on 07 missions and dropped a total of ~2U.45 tons of 
ordnance. On 20 March Birminghmn ASRT made a successful drop in 
beacon mode at a range of 45 nautical miles. 

(0) 5. Special Operations. The aforementloned operattons con­
ducted by Birmingham ASRT WOuld also be applicab~e in this para­
graph. Additionally the Da ~ang DASO was involved in numerous 
emergency extrac~ions of reconnaissance teams. Included in these 
extractions were: 'l'hirnnan; Empire State; Swamp Land; Cherry J"am; 
l'ony Boy; ~ony Boy "A"; Durham; Abe Lincoln; Bad Actor; Trailer 
iar.K:; Flaltey Snow "BII; Flakey Snow nC II

; Knoxviile; and Take Out. 
On 5 March 1~70 the DASO coordinated a jj plane strike force in 
the "Horseshoe" supporting the tlepliblic of' Korea lvlarines. A 
"ti1:ackboard" exercise was coordina.ted by the DASC on 2'1 March 
1~70 utilizing O-ljO flareships~ OVIOA, AHIG and A4E. 
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(U) o. Civic Ac~ion. During Marcn the ~lASS-J Vivic Action pro­
gram was limited ~o liaison and cooperation with the MACG-18 
Civic Actlon team and its endeavors. 

(C) 7. Ground De£ense. Continuous improvement was made to all 
bunkers and £ighting holes during IVlarch. 'l'he security section 
ran 3 patrols and on 23 March l~70 made contact with a small 
enemy force. After a short fire fight the enemy was dispersed. 
One member o£ tne patrol sustained a minor injury. 

(U) 6 •. Training. Vuring March l~7u, training in general military 
subjects included: survival, escape and evasion, heat disorders, 
military courtesy, fitness reports, combat patrolling and drug 
abuse education presentatiOns. 'fechnical training was aooom­
plished by the variOUS seotions and included classes and practi­
cal application. 

(0) 9. Logistics. The continuing logistics support o£ the out­
lying ASRT's was accomplished in an expeditious manner by using 
l~G-lb helicopters operating out of L~-lj on Hill 327. The 
closing of LZ-l3 created an added transportation requirement to 
move equipment and persormel to Lt-ll and LZ-401. ~his require­
ment was met from organic motor transport assets. A concentrated 
effort was undertaken bo correct the hazards to flight opera­
tions and reopen the LZ. ti&rl3-l~ furnished a scoop loader and 
dump trucks to fl~l an area for LZ extension. ~atting was ob­
tained to increase ~he surface from 15uo square feet to ayprox­
imately 3000 square feet. Severa~ obstacles were removed to im­
prove safety ~ld tne LZ was reopened. Embar~atlQn readiness was 
emphasized throughout tne month and a re-inspection by the 1st 
1i'lAW :Embarkation Ori'icer gave Supply and lvIotor Transport an exce.l­
lent rat~ng. ~any boxes have been built including many irregular 
size boxes for special uses. A water shortage ocoured on 2tl 
March 1~70 and over 21,000 gallons was hauled tnat day by Squad­
ron and other 1st MAW tanKers. 

(U) 10. Supply. A total of 430 for.mal supply requisitions were 
submitted during March. Continued emphasis on proper priority 
planning resulted in a considerable improvement in priority 05 
utilization. The Squadron priority utilization overall was ex­
cellent and reflected the following percentages for March: 

J:lRI ORI'f Y 

02 

05 
12 

17 

Pl!;RCEN~l! 

9% 
'1 . 

3:2% 
22% 
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(U) 11. Engineering. 'l'he major engineering er1'ort for March 
has already been dlscu~sed in the logistics paragraph. ~he in­
stallation oi' cormriercial electrical power was started and al­
most completed during this period. 'J.'his insta.llation was pro­
vided by .Naval Support ActiviliY l'ublic WorKS, with Rl'1K-BRJ' as 
contractor. 'l'ilis electrica.L power wi.L.l furnish oamp power, 
perlmeter lighting and run a oonver~or for 4UO cycle power. 

(U) 12. Maintenance. ~ne Squadron generator shop is extremely 
short of persolmel and. third echelon maintenanoe capaoili ty has 
been grea'Cly reduced. Only a dedJ.cated eif'ort by a.L..l nanda 
under 'Che dl.rectJ.on 01' CP.L S. 1·1. LIVO'J.'I ~ept the generators 
maintained. 

(C) .L,3. COlnmunicstiion/.t:.LectronicB. :.L'he Comrn/""'.leCli aectJ.on ccn­
tiinued 1;0 ~rovlde assistance LiO Line ASR'l"S with regular visits 
and troubleshooting teaills • .L'he caO.le from i:;ne DASC to liill j27 
is now oper~1;ing at complete capacl.'CY. A radar set AN/~~S-b 
was made operatl-onal and security per~onne.l were ius'Cruoted in 
its use. 

(U) 14. Construction. ~he SeaBee's have completed their work 
on lihe messha.l1 draln~ge system. :rhe Commanding Officer's O1'fice 
building and motor transport shop were completed. 

eU) 15. lVlotor l'ransport. J.)uring .LVlaroh the .LVlOtor 'l'ransport sec­
tion traveled 7,Oj7 miles and carried d,j~ passengers. :rhe 
sectlon transported 1'17 tons 01' cargo in adaitlon to 20,000 
ga.L1ons of' l"OL and jo1,UUO ga:Uons of' water. 

(U) lb. Informational Service. Regular news releases were sent 
to home town newspapers during the month of' l"larch. 'l'he releases, 
covering numerouS: subjects and occasions, totaled 40 during 
this perl-ode 

(U) 17. CaSUalties. On ~j March, PFC A. BARRIENTES Jtl. was in­
jured by an enemy grenade while on patrol f'rom hill j27. 

(U) 18. Awards. J.)uring the month of March the following per­
sonnel received awards for personal recognition: 

Sgt RADOSEVICH, J.D. 
Sgt SlVlI'l'H, C.N. 
Sgt lVlUHRA:l, G.B. 
Sgt .NOfUVIAN, ¥ .D. 
Cpl SEGOVIS, M.F. 
Cpl WREELER, R.L. 

Good Conduct 
Good Conduct 
Good Conduct 
Meritorious Mast 
Meritorious Mast 
Combat Skill School Award 

ANNE>CB 
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'l'he :foll.owing were reco.wmended :for awards: 

J.Vlaj HICKOl\." J.B. 
Lt FORD" E.S. 

Lt BLACKlVlA.N" C • 
Lt LOiD, R.,L .. 
Lt VICKERi, D.W. 
GySgt WILSO~, G.H. 
SSgt AUSTI.N, J.W. 
Sgt LOPEZ, J .. 
Sgt LARSEN, E.M. 
Sgt NESTE, D.K .. 
Sgt WALLS, H..S. 
Sgt HU.NCOVSK~, D.R. 
Sgt GODWIN, W.I. III 
Cp1 ST DENIS, L.E. 
Cp1 ENGLE, S.B. 
Sgt KLINE" M.J. 
Cp1 CULLINS" w.H. JR. 

Bronze Sliar 
Navy Commendation Medal 
RVl'J Award 
Navy Commendation Medal 
Navy Conmendation .eda1 
Navy Commendation Medal 
Navy Commendat~on Medal 
Navy COlrJIl1endat:l.on l"ledal 
Navy Commendat:l.on Medal 
Navy Connuendation Medal 
Navy Commendat:l.on Medal 
Navy Achievement Medal 
Navy Achievement Medal 
Navy Achievement Medal 
Navy Achievement Medal 
Navy Achievement Medal 
Combat Action Hibbon 
CG, Letter of AppreCiation 

(U) 19. Morale and Welfare. Vuring the month of March weekly 
China Beach runs were made for off-duty personnel to enjoy a 
Sunday a:tternoon at the beach. Special Services constructed a 
boxing ring and a basKetball court. Additionaily tnere were four 
:floor shows and movies nightly. 

¥lASS-3 provided personnel :for the :following rt&R quotas: 

Hawaii 
Sydney 
Bangkok 
Hong Kong 
Taipei 
Manila 

(U) 20. Air Defense. None 

7 Persons 
6 Persons 
3 Persons 
3 Persons 
1 Person 
1 Farson 

(U) 21. Base Development and Mllitary Construction. Afore­
mentioned. 

(0) 22. the foil.owing operational. data for the reporting period 
included: 

A. Da Nang DASC 

Da l'IJang DASO USIvlG USN USAF USA ~lOTAL - - -
Fixed Wing Missions '-}09 1 79 79 1065 
Belo iliLiss i OZUl 950 0 0 0 950 
Medevacs 674 0 0 0 b74A~NE){B 
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B. !SRT 1-31 Marcn 1970 Inclusive (USMC) 

Bombing Missions 
Targets Hit 
Vis ual Targets 
Ordnance Dropped 

(Tons ) 
Sorties 

Ul 
Da Nang 

80 
100 

o 
.356.249 

114 
A8 

Q,uangTr:l 

121 
127 

o 
428.850 

Al 
An Hoa 

~.98 
11.8 

o 
.306.240 

129 

Bl 
Ghu Lai 

147 
.300 

o 
018.010 

180 

Totti. 

707 
918 

o 
2019.329 

G. ASRT 1-31 M.arch 1.970 Inclusive (USN) 

Bombing MissiOns 
Targets Hit 
Vis ua1 Targets 
Ordnance Dropped 

(Tons ) 
Sorties 

All 
Da Nang 

3 
3 
o 

10.111 

o 

A8 
QUang Trl 

16 
15 
o 

55.500 
31 

Al 
kD Hom 

9 
10 
o 

29.094 

18 

Bl 
Chu Lai 

Total 

49 
53 
o 

191.998 
100 

D. !SRT 1-31 March 1970 Inclusive (USAF) 

All 
Da Nang 

Al 
An Hoa 

Bl 
Ghu Lai 

B2 
Birmingham 

2bJ. 
273 

o 
874.380 

370 

- B2 
Birmingham 

13 
1.3 
o 

49.308 

2.7 

B2 
Birmingham 
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Bombing Missions 
Targets hit 
Visual I.£'argets 
Ordnance Dropped 

(Tons ) 
SortIes 

1 
1 
o 

3.280 

2 

A8 
Quang Tri 

15 
14 o 

30.,500 
20 

6 
7 
o 

18.012 

9 

• 
12 
17 
o 

20.t!tl4 

19 

Total 

82 
89 
o 

20$.900 
109 

E. ASRT 1-)1 March 1970 Inclusive ('l'OTALS) 

Bombing Missions 
Targets Hit 
Visual Targets 
Ordnance Dropped 

(Tons ) 
Sorties 

All 
Da Nang 

84-
104 

o 
377.040 

122 

A8 
Quang Trl 

1.52 
156 

o 
514.850 

232 

A1 
An Boa 

11..3 
135 

o 
413.940 

1.50 

B1 
Ohu Lai 

107 
329 

o 
681.479 

223 

TotSll 

838 
1000 

o 
3017.293 

1189 

F. ASRT operating hours as of 31 March 1970 

All 
Da l'4ang 

Total Hours 14,,528 
S~nce Rehab . 9,931 
Hours in Mar. 002 

A1 
An Boa 

3.L,,Sb8 
19,205 

03.5 

B1 
Ohu lIai 

~,477 
NIA. 
711 

B2 
Birmingham 

~,048 
lilA 
001 

59 

B2 
Birmingham 

322: 
330 

o 
1029.378 

45b 

A8 
Quang Tri 

20,81,5 
13.390 

573 
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G. During the month oi' .I.Vlarch 1970, !VIASS-3 par'&ici­
pated in the fOilow~ng operat10ns: 

Opera·tlon 

Geneva ParJ[ 
NantucKet Beach 
Iron Mountain 
FredricK Hill 
Green River 
Yor!C !"larKet 
Dakota Clint 
Randolph Glen 

1"am Son 

10 

Agency 

Ghu Lai ASRT 
Chu La1 ASRT 
Chu Lai A~l1T 
Ghu J.,a1 ASRT 
Quang Tri ABRT 
Quang Tri ABRT 
Quang 'l'ri ASRT 
Birmingham ASRT 
Quang Tri ASRT 
Quang Tri ASRT 
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