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1st Marine Aircraft Wing, :FMFPac 
FPO San Fran,cisco" 96602' 
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:Ii'. Staff Listing 

~'. COlllIlWlding Officer 
ij. Executive Officer 
d. Administration 
d. Administrative Officer 
e. Intelligence Officer 
f. Operations Officer 
g. Aviation Safety Officer 
lie Material Officer 
:il. Aircraft Maintenanee Officer 
jl~ Flight Surgeon 

:1~ MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE 
Marine Aircraft Group 16 

• 
6 Feb 67 

Major KYLE W. TOlmSEND (1-31 Jan) 
Major RICHARD SANCHO (1-31 Jan) 
Capt. WILLIAM R. KELLEY (1-31 Jan) 
2nd Lt. THOHAS C. MILLER (1-31 Jan) 
Capi:t. MICHAEL J. GIlMORE (1-31 Jan) 
Major RICHARD SANCHO (1-31 Jan) 
Major JOHN L. PIPA (1-31 Jan) 
Capt. BERT KRAGES (1-31 Jan) 
Capt. CHARLES A. REYNOLDS (1-31 Jan) 
Lif. ARTHUR G. LOCKRIDGE (1-31 Jan) 

First Marine Aircraft Wing, III MAF 
Hue/Phu Bai Airport, Republic of Vietnam 
1-31 January 
MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE DErACEMENT 
Attached to Commander Task Group 79~5 
Special Landing Force 
USS !WO JIMA (LPH-2) 
1-16 January 

j. Average Monthly Strength: 23 Officers, 102 Enlisted 

4. Important Visitors: 
MAJOR GENERAL L. B. ROBERTSHAW 
Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

PART II: NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

1. During the month of January, flight operations were limited b.1 the seasonal 
wet monsoo~. Low ceilings and poor visibility were the rule for the better 
part of the month. Operations in the Phu Bai and "Chinook" TAOR'S were 
supported with four gunships and six slicks located at Phu-Bai.Operation 
"Prairie" was supported with two slicks located at Dong Ha. Operation 
"Deckhouse V" was supported by the Special Landing Force detachment with two 
gunships and two slicks located aboard the USS lwo Jima (LPH-2). 
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MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE 
Marine Aircraft Group 16 
First Marine Aircraft Wing 
Hue/Phu Bai Airport, Republic of Vietnam 

1-7 Jan ,1967: Squadron conducted no £light operations. Eight slicks were 
enroute to Vietnam aboard the USNS CROTAN. Two gunships and two slicks 
were located aboard the USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2), and the operations of this 
detachment ldll be given separateJj~ Pilots from this squadron flew as co­
pilots with HNM-163, VMO-2, and VMO-6 for area checkouts. 

8 Jan 1967:, Flew eight slicks from the USNS CROTAN to the Marble Mountain 
Air FacilitJlf. 

'10 Jan 1967: Flew eight slicks from the Marble Mountain Air Facility to 
the lfue/phu Bai Airport-. 

11-15 Jan 1962: Flew fam hops in the local traffic pattern at Phu Bah 

16 Jan 1967: Squadron becaneoperationaJ1. Dispatched two slicks to Dong HBJ. 
Flew one command and coordination mission at Phu B~. The Dong Ha 
detachment had one slick fly construction workers and inspectors to a coastal 
refueling point at YD 335691, and another slick for an over fly of the Dong 
Ha TAOR. 

17 Jan 1967: Flew one administrative hop to Marble Mountain Air Facility. 
One slick flew a visual recon of the Da Nang TAOR. One slick flew the 
Commanding Genera], 3rd Marine Division to Dong Ha and back to Phu Ba:il. Flew 
two visual recon missions of the "Chinook" TAOR in support of the 3rd Battalion, 
26th Marine Regimen'ti. 

18 Jan 1967: Flew one administrative mission to Harble Mountain Air Facility. 
The Dong Ha detachment fle"l five VIP mission::i'. Brigadier Gereral RYAN was 
flam to the Cam 1.0 area and then brought back to Dong He1. Army Lieutenant 
General WEST was flown to Gio Linh, the Rockpile and back to Dong Hal. He 
WaS then flown to the I Corps landing zone at Da Nang~ Also, a Marine VIP 
code 7 'Was flown to YD 164402 and returned to Dong IfaI. 

19 Jan 1967: The Special Landing Force detachment fle", the two gunships and 
two slicks from Marble Mountain Air Facility to Phu BajJ~ The Commanding 
General, 3rd Marine DiviSion, 'Was flown to Dong Ha and back to Phu Baji. The 
Dong Ha detachment flew Brigadier General RYAN to YD 064544 and returned him 
to Dong H~. Lieutenant Colonel MASTERPOOL WaS £lown to YD 116701 and back to 
Dong Ha)'. They also flew an observation and correction mission for TPQ 
bombing calibration at YD 951599:. 
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20 Jan 1962: Viet Cong Mortar attack of Phu Bai airfield at 0140. One slick 
and one gunship 1anched at 0300 and 0420 respectivily for a visual recon of 
the south eastern sector of the Phu Bai TAOR. TVlo tun,ships yere launched at 
0700 for a recon of the area yhere the mortor fire came fronl:. There was no 
contacto ldth the enemY. One slick flew one VIP mission and one courier 
mission to the"hospital ship REPOSE. The Dong Ha detachment flew the following 
lJd;sali;o9n~ One slick carried a VIP from YD245596 to Dong Ha; One slick yas 
escort fqr a motorized convoy from Dong Ha to the "Chinook" Logistic Supply 
Areal and then flew the Commanding Officer, 4th l1arine Regimentto Dong Ha; 
Brigadier Geneva1 RYAN was flown to Ba Long for an awards ceremony; and 
Lieutenant Colonel MASTERPOOL Was flow to YD 299580 for a visual recon. 

21 Jan 1967: All scheduled missions at 0 Phu Bai were held due to bad weather. 
One gunship flew five missions as armed escort in support of HMM-163 on 
emergency medical evacuations at the i'Ofuitowing coordinates; ZD 139009, 
YD 504257, YD 995005, YD 895235, and YD 98500;. No fire was received. The 
Dong Ha detacbment flew a Marine VIP code 7 to the Hue Citadel, the "Chinooktt 

ISA and returned him to Dong Ha!. One slick f1ey a visual recon for a future 
landing zone at YD 11670]. Brigadier General RYAN 'Was flow to YD 980570. 
A visual recon at YD 210740 ws flown in support of the ARVN'S'. A Marine VIP 
code 7 WaS flown from landing zone Eagle (YD 064544) to Dong lUi'. 

22 Jan 1967: Flew medevac escort for HMM-163 during medevacs at YD 440544, 
YD 552276, and YD 398582. The Dong Ha detachment f1e'W three VIP missions 
with Brigadier General RYAN in support of Operation "Hawktr.. 

23 Jan 1967: Flew armed escort missions as medevac chase for HMH-163 to the 
folloYing coordinates: YD 577337, YD 546264, YD 630430, BT 059732, and 
YD 538320. At YD 545266 sniper fire was being received and two gunships yere 
used to deliver suppressive fir~:~ No damage assessment was availab1J~ The 
Dong Ha detachment flew three VIP missiond. 

64 Jan 1967: Flew two administrative missions to Dong Ea. Provided medevac 
escort for HMM ... 163 to the follOwing coordinates: YD 547277, YD 548268, 
YD 634429, YD 343535, YD 534265, YO 545291, YD 574296, and YD 54729]. One 
slick was flow to Dong Ha for crew relief there. Eight VIP missions were 
flown by the Dong Ha detachment. 

25 Jan 1962: Flew one administrative hop to Marble t10untain Air Facility. 
Flew the Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, to YD 532318, 
YD 545315, and YD '588282. Flew an overflight of the Phu Eai TAOR. One 
armed escort mission was flown in support of HMM-163 for a medevac at ZD 040023. 
The Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division, was flown to YD 532318, Dong Ha, 
and returned to Phu Baf. One gun ship fle\01 a recon mission to YD 518182 to 
make assessment of TPQ bombing. Two gun ships flew four missions in support 
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of an ARVN comp~ who had surrounded an estimated Viet Cong platoon 
in a village at YD 694304. They made rocket and gun runs on the village and 
a temple at YD 69530,3. The comfirmed damage assessment was six structures 
destroyed, two automatic weapons positions destroyed, and four enemy dead. 
At Dong Ha there were four VIP missions and one recon mission flown in the 
Dong Ha TAOR. 

'66 Jan 1967: Four armed escort missions were flow in support of HMM-l6.3 
on medevacs, two of which were without incident)'. The third escort took fire 
at the zone, delivered suppressive fire in support of the ground troops. 
Escorted the medevac bird to Hue/Phu Bai, then refueled and returned to YD 
533325 to provide additional support. Ten missions of visual recon of the 
"Chinook" and Plm. Bai TAOR'S were flam in support of the 2nd Battalion, 
26th Harine Regiment. The Dong Ha detachment flew four VIP missions and 
three visual recon missions in the Khe Sanh, Dong Ha, and Camp Carroll areas. 

27 Jan 1967: One gun ship escorted the Sparrow Hawk to YD 479264, and expended 
ordnance on a large group of Viet Cong at YD 470260. Small arms fire was 
received upon leaving the area. A visual recon mission with landings at 
ZD 097007, ZD 201011, ZD 139008, and ZD 041023, 'WaS flo'W!l. in support of the 

, 3rd Marine Divisiori. Two passengers were f'10'W!l. to YD 245596. One visual 
recon mission of the Phu Bai TAOR was flo-wtf', Four 8.l:'D1ed escort missions 
were flown in support of a helicopter insertion of troops at YD 460270. The 
COIl'llllal1ding General, 3rd Harine Division, was flown to Dong Ha, Khe Sanh, 
Dong'Ha, and brought back to Phu Ba~. Four VIP missions were flown qy the 
Dong Ha detachment. 

28 Jan i9m: The Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division, was flo'W!l. to 
the Operation "Chinook" LSA, Quang Tri, and returned to Phu Bai. One 
visual recon mission of the "Chinook" TAOR was flown. One TAC(A) mission 
was flown in support of a fixed wing strike at YD 56425J. One slick was 
fired on during a TAC(A) mission with an Aerial Observer aboard while 
making a marking run at YD 591271 in support of a fixed t.n.ng strike. 1'1.-10 

gunships were used as armed escort in support of a troop extraction at 
YD 475261. Flew one visual recon mission of Recon Zones II, III, and IV in 
the Phu Bai TAOR. A visual recon mission was flown is support of the 2nd 
Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment. The 3rd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, 
was supported with a visual recon of the "Chinook" TAOR. TvTO armed escort 
missions were flown in support of HMM-163 for medevacs at YD 337532 and 
YD 997007. 'One VIP mission was flown to YD 095680, YD 340700, and back 
to Dong Ed. The Dong Ha detachment also flew three other VIP missions: 
an Air Force photographer was flown to YD 245605; the Commanding Officer, 
Marine Air Group 16, was flown to YD 665527 to inspect three downed helicopters; 
and Brigadier General RYAN was flown to YD 340530, Quang Tri, and back to Dong 
Ha:. 
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29 Jan 1967: Flew three missions as armed escort for HMM-163 on medevacs 
at YD 871065, YD 579281, and ZD 997135. No fire was received. One visual 
recon mission of the "Chinookll TAOR was floVJIl in support of the 3rd Battalion, 
26th Marine Regiment. F1e"T one recon mission of the Phu Bai TAOR in support 
of the 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment¥~ The Chief of Staff of the 
3rd Marine Division was floVJIl to the IIChinook" ISA, Dong Ha, and brought back 
to Phu Bai. Two gunships flew armed escort in support of HMM-163 for the ' 
insertion of recon teams at YD 781060, YD 903994, 10 460252, and YD 598234, 
and the extraction of teams at YD 464252, YD 705116, and YD 88603]. No fire 
WaS received on these missions'. 

30 Jan 1967: Flew two missions as armed escort for m~-163 on emergency 
medevacs at 10 280463 and YD 543285. The Commanding General, 3rd Marine 
Division, and andArmy VIP code 4 were flown to Dong Ha for a recon of the 
DMZ and the Roch-pile area. Flew one recon mission of the IIChinookll TAOR with 
a gunship escort in support of the 3rd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment. A 
recon overfly of YD 8034 was flown with an armed escort in support of the 2nd 
Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment. The Dong Ha detachment transported passengers 
to the 12th Marine Regiment's posit,ion, (YD 148650), and back to Dong Ha. The 
Commanding Officer, 4th Marine Regiment, was flown for. a beach recon in the 
Dong Ha area. 

31 Jan 1267: Three armed escort missions were flo"lll in support of HMM-163 
on medevacs to ye 91.3994 and ZD 195009. One administrative mission was flmID 
to the Harble Mountain Air Facility. The Dong Ha detachment flew Brigadier 
General RYAN to Quang Tri and back to Dong Ha. 
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MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE DETACHMENT 
Attached to the Commander Task Group 79.5 
Special Landirig Force 
USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2) 

6 Bah 1967 

J Jan 1967: The Executive Officer of the SLF was flown to Yashtenau, 
Caronino, and returned to the USS Iwo Jima. COMPHIB was flown to the 
"Deckhouse V" operation area for an aerial recon. 

4 Jan 1967: The Connnanding General of the Vietnamese Marine Corps was 
flown to Bien Hoa. Six mission's of visual recon were flown in the· 
Deckhouse V" operating area. Three other mission's were flown carrying 
passengers between the USS Iwo Jima and landing zones on the beach. 

5 Jan 1967: Seven sorties were flown carrying passengers from the Iwo Jima to 
other ships in the SLF. A Marine VIP code Seven was flown to Ton Son Nhut. 

6 Jan 196Z: Two recon mission' swere flown for Grey Rebel 1~. Two gunships 
flew as armed escort to Xom Giong Chua. Sixteen armed helicopter Mission's 
were flown in support of HMM-363 during troop lifts at landing zones Crow and 
Duck. Four pamphlet drop mission's four VIP mission's and eight recon missions 
were flown in the "Deokhouse V" operating area. A photographer was flown to 
White Beach (XR 765848) for coverage of a strike there. Two artillery 
registration missions were flovn in support of the Battalion Landing Team 
FSCC, and seven VIP missions were flown carrying Brigadier General METZGER to 
and from landing zone SPARROW. Two recon missions were also flown over the 
Red Beach area. One registration mission was flown for naval gunfire in 
grid square XR 8191. Brigadier General METZGER and the SLF Commander were 
flovn to landing zone Duck to observe L hour, and a Navy VIP code 5 was flovn 
to Boundary Tango. 

7J'JaA 1967: One armed escort mission was flown to landing zone Crow. 32 
sorties of armed escort were floYD in support of troop lifts, during which 
suppressive fire was delivered in the landing zones. One armed escort 
mission was flown for a visual recon of the "Deckhouse VlI operating area. 
Eight sorties were flovn carrying passengers, along with two recon missions of 
landing zones Duck, Crow, and Red Beach. Brigadier General METZGER and the 
Commanding Officer of Carrier Task Group 79.5 was flown to landing zones 
Duck for a visual recon and then to landing zone Crow to observe a troop lift. 

S Jan 1967: 46 Sorties were flown carrying passengers. Five recon mission's 
were flown of Red Beach and landing zone Eagle. Two, missions were flown con­
ducting artillery registrations at IS 788948. The SLF detachment also flew 
one propaganda leaflet drop mission, and 11 armed escort mission in support 
of troop lifts to landing zone Hawk, where suppressive fire was delivered. 

9 Jan 196Z: The SLF detachment flew 62 sorties carrying passengers. Ten 
sorties of armed escort were flown in support of troop lifts, and fire was 
delivered on Viet Cong positions from which mortar and small arms fire had 
been received. 
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10 Jan 1967: 14 sorties' were flown carrying passengers, which included Com­
mander Gleen Ford and Admiral Walzen. 24 sorties were also flown taking 
the Commanding Officer of the SLF and his party between the USS Iwo Jima, 
.White Beach, Red Beach, and Thanh Phu. 

11 Jan 1967: One'medical evacuation mission was flown. Six VIP sorties were 
flown, during which General Westmoreland and his party were taken to Red Beach. 
Two recon and two armed escort missions were flown in the RACH EOLOL River Area. 
Seven recon missions we:r-e flown of grid Eiquares XR 8189, XR 8190, XR 8193, 
XR 8194, and XR 8293. The SLF detachment flew 11 armed escort missions during 
which fire Was delivered on suspected",eneny positions in sector Purple and four 
c!;lIlloflaged shipSt,at XR 783914. Eight sorties were also flown carrying passengerf3. 

12 Jan 1967:· The SLF detachment flew 38 sorties carrying passengers between the 
USS Iwo Jima, Red Beach, and White Beach. 13 sorties of armed escort were flown 
in support,of troop lifts, during which suppressive fire was delivered. Suppres­
sive fire was also delivered on 20 armed escort sorties in support of HMM-362 and 
~1-164 for troop lifts to XR 769935, XR 787927, XR 786963, XR 787953, landing zone 
Crow, XR 783924, XR 790914, and XR 819922. Four recon sorties were also flown, 
along with 20 sorties of armed escort and administration/liaision in support of a 
troop lift to XR 751001. 

13 Jan 1967: The SLF detachment flew 27 sorties of armed escort in support of 
HMM-362 during troop lifts, and 14 sorties carrying the Commanding Officer 
Task Group 79.5. 

14 Jan 1967: 19 administration/liaison sorties were flown, and 26 sorties of 
armed escort in support of troop lifts and resupply drops. 

15 Jan 1967: The SLF detachment flew 39 administration/liaison sorties in the 
"Deckhouse V" operating area. 32,750 rounds of 7.62 mm amunition and 232 2.75" 
rockets were expended while delivering suppressive fire on armed escort mission's. 
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PART III: SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
1. . Personnel 
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a. Promotions. Two personnel were promoted to First Lieutenant; one to 
Gunnery Sergeant, ten to Corporal and two to PFC. 

b. One officer was joined, one officer was transferred; seven enlisted 
were transferred, and 15 enlisted iiere joined. 

2. . Administration 
a. No change of command i-Ii thin the Squadron. 

b. No outstanding adm::lnistrative problem. 

3. Awards: One purple Heart, and one Republic of Vietnam Campaign Nedal. 

4. Casualties; Capt Rodney H. ALLEY Jr 076581/USMC; Date l4Jan67; Place, Qua 
Nam Hoa District, South West Ban Bo River (In 565194). Special Circumstances; 
Co-pilot in VMO-6 UHIE flying armed support; struck by enemy fire. 

5. Civic Action 12-4.8 cubic feet wooden boxes, containing clothing were 
delivered .to the 3rd Marine Division Chaplain to be used by the Saint Paul de 
Chavez Orphanage Home in Hue. 

8. Intelligence/ Counter-Intelligence. 
a. During the month of Jan67, this' squadron was given an Intelligence 

Brief by the Group Intelligence Officer. This was the initial countr,r brief for 
the Squadron. 

b. Squadron S-2 has conducted pre-flight briefings and bi-w~ekly situation 
briefings for the pilots and SNCO IS, and all Crew Members. 

c. Liaison was established with 3rd Division G-2, Division Air Officer, and 
~th HMM-163 regarding items of mutual intelligence interest. 

d. All personnel of this squadron were briefed regarding their personaJ. 
conduct in Vietnam and in dealings vuth Vietnamesse Nationals. Also covered 
was personal censorship, photography of military installations, and reporting 
infonnation of intelligence value. . 

9. Air Operations 
a. Total hours flown: 499.2 
b. Total sorties flown: 1336 
c. Amount of cargo 2 tons 
d. Number of medical evac IS 2 
e. Number of pax carried 381 
f. Ordnance eXpended: 

(1) 7.62 37,750 rounds 
(2) 2.75 307 rockets 
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11. Special geerations. 

15. Training 

"Prairie", IIChinook", and "Deckhouse V". 

a. General Militar.y Subjects Training. Consisted of a NCO leadership 
group study, utilizing Marine Corps Institute lesson plans, texts, and tests. 
All E5's and below in the Squadron were enrolled, and classes were held five 
nights a i-Teek. 

b. Technical Training. Conducted by the individual departments through 
on the Job Training. Continued emphasis has been placed on the use of corres­
pondence courses to help each Marine advance in rank in his particular 110S. 

c. Pilot Training. Contirmous as more combat flying experience was 
gained by the pilots of this squadron. A mininrum of two "All Pilot's Meetings" 
were held each ,..reek. The Pilots not qualified in model were scheduled for 
missions'which would help them advance in the K~TOPts syllabus training. A class 
was held for the pilots by MATCU-68 on instrument flight rules procedures in the 
local flying areas. 

d. Crew Chief and Gunner Training. Being continually conducted through 
experience and practical application in map reading, spotting and marking 
enemy fire, delivering fire on enemy targets, marking landing zones with 
smoke grenades, and arming and dearnd.ng the rockets and fixed guns. All crew 
chiefs and gunners ,..rere given instructions on the use of the "Camera Still 
Picture TJ,})e KE-28B", which is being utilized in this Squadron with great effect. 

17. Supply 

a. One Navy clerk 1'.4/3071 has been sent to MAG-16 as E:zpedi tor and we have 
received one E4/3071 and one E2/30Sl. All Navy publications have been received 
or are requisitioned. . 

b. The Marine Corps Property Warehouse has been completed and ready for 
issue since ISJan67. The supply section is in the process of invoicing Marine 
Corps accountable property to 1'1AG-16. 

c. A fiscal grant for project "01" of $33,800. has been received from 1stl'1AW. 

d. Approximately 160,000 pounds of gear were off-loaded at the Hue ramp from 
LCUls and moved by truck to Phu Bai. Our squadron did not have enough organic 
motor transport for this type of operation, therefore vTe had to arrange for 
transportation from other actiVities. 
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18. Motor Transport. 12 vehicles assigned: 3-M3$A2; 3-MCIA; 3-M677; 
l-HC8Al; l-M679; and l-H49. Total miles utilized 2,148.0. Three vehicles 
were re-assigned to MAG-16; l-M35A2; l-M38Al; and l-M676. 

20. Aircraft J:.laintenance 

a.' A total of 12. UHIE aircraft are assigned. During the month, avail­
ability has averaged 67%. 

b. During this period, two slicks have been operating from Dong Ha, and 
are rotated periodically for maintenance. 

c. OVerall aircraft maintenance has been satisfactory considering the 
vrorking,conditions. At the present, aircraft checks are performed in an 
ordnance tent, but are improving the working areas constantly. There is the 
constant problem of sand, but' a continuing program of aircraft cleaning should 
minimize the adverse effects from it. 

21. AVionics 

a. There are 26 per~onnel assigned. We have had 20 men available 
through this period. 

b. The maintenance department has issued 91 work orders to date; of this 
number there have been 58 issued to Avionics. The more common discrepancy being 
the FM, (AN ARC-44). In our operations, this is the main form of communications 
with the Ground Forces, thus the equipment has more constant use. There has been 
no particular portion of equipment breakdown. Caution lights and warning lights 
have been another re-curring discrepancy. The combination of the rain and mud, and 
then the dry sand have been a problem in lights, circuit breakers, and cannon plugs. 

c. Supply of equipment has steadily improved and has cut the down t~e of 
aircraft greatly. There has been a need for cannibalization but it is a decreaS­
ing problem. 

d. Training of shop personnel has been limited to "On the job type". As the 
menial tasks of the area decrease there 1~11 be more opportunity for formal 
technical training. 

PART IV Supporting Documents 

1. Enclosure (2), Daily Si tReps for the period covered. 
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" B. 'IDTALS: 'roN S BATTLE 2.75 7.62 VC KBA s·:::n,'.;~"T HEi) I / ~8K5 p~ (""CD I EVAGS roCKETS ~UND8 COMP~S rlS'L2LfJiJ;:,~s ! 

FLIGHT TIM.Ei'IN suPPotll o~ 1E t-IAj:: 
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