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MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON-3
Marine Aircraft Group 16

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPac
FPO San Francisco, 96602
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\jmmxumomu DATA -
I, Staff Listing
¢s Commanding Officer Major KYLE W, TOWNSEND (1-31 Jan)
Ys Executive Officer Major RICHARD SANCHO (1-31 Jan)
ds Administration Capte WILLIAM R. KELLEY (1-31 Jan)
d, Administrative Officer 2nd Lt, THOMAS C, MILLER (131 Jan)
¢, Intelligence Officer Captfe MICHAEL J. GIIMORE (1-31 Jan)
f. Operations Officer A Major RICHARD SANCHO (1-31 Jan)
gs Aviation Safety Officer Major JOHN L. PIPA (1=31 Jan)
H, Material Officer Capts BERT KRAGES (1-31 Jan)
i Aircraft Maintenance Officer Capt, CHARLES A. REYNOLDS (1-31 Jan)
ji Flight Surgeon LY, ARTHUR G, LOCKRIDGE (1-31 Jan)

3, MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE
Marine dircraft Group 16
First Marine Aircraft Wing, IIT MAF
Hue/Fhu Bai Airport, Republic of Vietnam
1-31 Januwary
MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE DETACHMENT
Attached to Commander Task Group 79,5
Special Landing Force
USS IWo JmMA (IPH-R)
1-16 January

3. AVerage Monthly Strength: 23 Officers, 102 Enlisted

4+ Tmportant Visitors:
MAJOR GENERAL L. B. ROBERTSHAW
Commanding General, lst Marine Aircraft Wing

PART II: NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. During the month of January, flight operations were limited by the seasonal
wet monsoon, Low ceilings and poor visibility were the rule for the better
part of the montl, Operations in the Phu Bai and "Chinook" TAOR'S were
supported with four gunships and six slicks located at Phu-Bai, Operation
"Prairie" was supported with two slicks located at Dong Ha. Operation
"Deckhouse V" was supported by the Special Landing Force detachment with two
gunships and two slicks located aboard the USS Iwo Jima (LPH=2).
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MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE

Marine Aircraft Group 16

First Marine Aircraft Wing :
Hue/Phu Bai Airport, Republic of Vietnam -

1-7 Jan 1967: Squedron conducted no flight operations, Eight slicks were
enroute to Vietnam aboard the USNS CROTAN. Two gunships and two slicks
were located aboard the USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2), and the operations of this
detachment will be given separately. Pilots from this squadron flew as co=
pilots with HMM=163, VMO-2, and VMO-6 for area checkouts.

8 Jan 1967: Flew eight slicks from the USNS CROTAN to the Marble Mountain
Air Facilityr

10 Jan 1967: Flew eight slicks from the Marble Mountain Air Facility to
the Hue/Phu Bai Airport. .

11-15 Jan 1967: Flew fam hops in the local traffic pattern at Phu Bai.

16_Jen 1967: Squadron becameoperational, Dispatched two slicks to Dong Hels
Flew one command and coordination mission at Phu Bai’s The Dong Ha

detachment had one slick fly construction workers and inspectors to a coastal
refueling point at YD 335691, and another slick for an over fly of the Dong
Ha TAOR.

17 Jan 1967: Flew one administrative hop to Marble Mountain Air Facility.

One slick flew a visual recon of the Da Nang TAOR. One slick flew the
Cormanding General, 3rd Marine Division to Dong Ha and back to Phm Bail, Flew
two visual recon missions of the "Chinook" TAOR in support of the 3rd Battalion,
26th Marine Regiment,

18 Jan 1967: Flew one administrative mission to Marble Mowntain Air Facility.
The Dong Ha detachment flew five VIP missions. Brigadier Gereral RYAN was
flown to the Cam Lo area and then brought back to Dong Ha, Army Lieutenant
General WEST was flown to Gio Linh, the Rockpile and back to Dong Ha, He

was then flown to the I Corps landing zone at Da Nang, Also, a Marine VIP
code 7 was flown to YD 164402 and returned to Dong Hel

19 Jan 1967: The Special Landing Force detachment flev the two gunships and
two slicks from Marble Mountain Air Facility to Phu Baily, The Commanding
General, 3rd Marine Division, was flown to Dong Ha and back to FPhu Bai, The
Dong Ha detachment flew Brigadier General RYAN to YD 064544, and returned him
to Dong Has Lieutenant Colonel MASTERPOOL was flown to YD 116701 and back to
Dong Ha\, They also flew an observation and correction mission for TPQ
bombing calibration at YD 95159%.
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20 Jan 1967: Viet Cong Mortar &ttack of Phu Bal airfield at 0140, One slick
and one gunship lanched at 0300 and 0420 respectivily for a visual recon of
the south eastern sector of the Phu Bai TAOR. Two Sunships were launched at
0700 for a recon of the area where the mortor fire came froms There was no
contact. with the enemy. One slick flew one VIP mission and one courier
mission to the hospital ship REFOSE, The Dong Ha detachment flew the following
missions® One slick carried a VIP from YD 245596 to Dong Ha; One slick was
escort for a motorized convoy from Dong Ha to the "Chinook" Logistic Supply
Area, and then flew the Commanding Offic¢er, 4th Marine Regimentto Dong Haj
Brigadier Gemeral RYAN was flown to Ba Long for an awards ceremony; and

~ Lieutenant Colonel MASTERPOOL was flown to YD 299580 for a visual recon.

21 Jan 1967: All scheduled missions at Phu Bai were held due to bad weather.
One gunship flew five missions as armed escort in support of HMM=163 on
emergency medical evacuations at the foldowing coordinates; 2D 139009,

YD 504257, YD 995005, YD 895235, and YD 985005, No fire was received, The
Dong Ha detachment flew a Marine VIP code 7 to the Hue Citadel, the ®™Chinook"
1SA and returned him to Dong Has One slick flew a visual recon for a future
landing zone at YD 11670Y, Brigadier General RYAN was flown to YD 980570,

A visual recon at YD 210740 was flown in support of the ARVN'S, A Marine VIP
code 7 was flown from landing zone Eagle (YD 064544) to Dong Hal,

22 Jan _1967: Flew medevac escort for HMM=163 during medevacs at YD 440544,
YD 552276, and YD 398582, The Dong Ha detachment flew three VIP missions
with Brigadier General RYAN in support of Operation "Hawk',

23 Jan 1967: Flew armed escort missions as medevac chase for HMM~163 to the
following coordinates: YD 577337, YD 546264, YD 630430, BT 059732, and

YD 538320, At YD 545266 sniper fire was being received and two gunships were
used to deliver suppressive fird, No damage assessment was availabld, The
Dong Ha detachment flew three VIP missiong.

2 Jan 1967: Flew two administrative missions to Dong Hd. Provided medevac
escort for HMM~163 to the following coordinatess YD 547277, YD 548268,

YD 634429, YD 343535, YD 534265, YD 545291, YD 574296, and YD 547291, One
slick was floun to Dong Ha for crew relief there, Eight VIP missions were
flown by the Dong Ha detachment.

25 Jan 1967: Flew one administrative hop to Marble Mountain Air Facility.

Flew the Commanding Officer, 3rd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, to YD 532318,
YD 545315, and YD 588282, Flew an overflight of the Phu Bai TAOR., One

armed escort mission was flown in support of HMM=163 for a medevac at ZD 040023,
The Cormanding General, 3rd Marine Division, was flown to YD 532318, Dong Ha,
and returned to Phu Bai, One gun ship flew a recon mission to YD 518182 to
make assessment of TPQ bombing, Two gun ships flew four missions in support
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of an ARVN company who had surrounded an estimated Viet Cong platoon

in a village at YD 694304, They made rocket and gun runs on the village and
a temple at YD 695303, The comfirmed damage assessment was six structures
destroyed, two automatic weapons positions destroyed, and four enemy dead.
At Dong Ha there were four VIP missions and one recon mission flown in the
Dong Ha TAOR.

26 Jan 1967: Four armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163

on medevacs, two of which were without incident’s The third escort took fire
at the zone, delivered suppressive fire in support of the ground troops.
Escorted the medevac bird to Hue/Phu Bai, then refueled and returned to YD
533325 to provide additional support. Ten missions of visual recon of the
"Chinook" and Pmm Bai TAOR'S were flown in support of the 2nd Battalionm,

26th Marine Regiment, The Dong Ha detachment flew four VIP missions and
three visual recon missions in the Khe Sanh, Dong Ha, and Camp Carroll areas,

27 Jan 1967: One gun ship escorted the Sparrow Hawk to YD 479264, and expended
ordnance on a large group of Viet Cong at YD 470260, Smell arms fire was
received upon leaving the areas A visual recon mission with landings at

ZD 097007, ZD 201011, ZD 139008, and ZD 041023, was flown in support of the
'3rd Marine Divisions Two passengers were flown to ¥D 245596, One visual

recon mission of the Phu Bai TAOR was flowr, Four armed escort missions

were flown in support of a helicopter ingertion of troops at YD 460270, The
Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division, was flown to Dong Ha, Khe Sanh,

Dong Ha, and brought back to Phu Bail, Four VIP missions were flown by the
Dong Ha detachment, '

28 Jan 1967: The Commanding General, 3rd Marine Division, was flown to

the Operation "Chinook" LSA, Quang Tri, and returned to Phu Bai, One

visual recon mission of the "Chinook" TAOR was flown, One TAC(A) mission

was flown in support of a fixed wing strike at YD 564253. One slick was

fired on during a TAC(A) mission with an Aerial Observer aboard while

making a marking run at YD 591271 in support of a fixed wing strike. Two
gunships were used as armed escort in support of a troop extraction at

YD 475261. Flew one visual recon mission of Recon Zones II, III, and IV in
the Phu Bai TAOR. A visual recon mission was flown is support. of the 2nd
Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment., The 3rd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment,

was supported with a visual recon of the "Chinook"™ TAOR. Two armed escort
missions were flown in support of HMM-163 for medevacs at YD 337532 and

YD 997007, ‘One VIP mission was flown to YD 095680, YD 340700, and back

to Dong Ha, The Dong Ha detachment also flew three other VIP missions:

an Air Force photographer was flown to YD 245605; the Commanding Officer,
Marine Air Group 16, was flown to YD 665527 to inspect three downed helicopters;
and Brigadier General RYAN was flown to YD 340530, Quang Tri, and back to Dong
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29 Jan 1967: TFlew three missions as armed escort for HIMM~163 on medevacs

at YD 871065, YD 579281, and ZD 997135. No fire was received. One visual
recon mission of the "Chinook" TAOR was flown in support of the 3rd Battalion,
26th Marine Regiment. Flew one recon mission of the Phu Bai TAOR in support
of the 2nd Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment, The Chief of Staff of the

3rd Marine Division was flown to the "Chinook" LSA, Dong Ha, and brought back
to Phu Bai. Two gunships flew armed éscort in support of HMM-163 for the -
insertion of recon teams at YD 781060, YD 903994, YD 460252, and YD 598234,
and the extraction of teams at YD 464252, YD 705116, and YD 88603Y, No fire
was received on these missions,

30 Jen 1967: Flew two missions as armed escort for HMM~-163 on emergency
medevacs at YD 280463 and YD 543285, The Commanding General, 3rd Marine
Division, and angArmy VIP code 4 were flown to Dong Ha for a recon of the

DMZ and the Rockpile ared. Flew one recon mission of the "Chinook" TAOR with
a gunship escort in support of the 3rd Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, A
recon overfly of YD 8034 was flown with an armed escort in support of the 2nd
Battalion, 9th Marine Regiment. The Dong Ha detachment transported passéngers
to the 12th Marine Regiment's position, (YD 148650), and back to Dong Ha. The
Comanding Officer, 4th Marine Regiment, was flown for a beach recon in the
Dong Ha area. ' ‘

31 Jan 1967: Three armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163

on medevacs to YC 913994 and ZD 195009, One administrative mission was flown
to the Marble Mountain Air Facility, The Dong Ha detachment flew Brigadier
General RYAN to Quang Tri and back to Dong Ha.
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MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE DETACHMENT
Attached to the Commander Task Group 79.5
Special Landing Force

USS Iwo Jima (LPH-2)

3 Jan 1967: The Executive Officer of the SLF was flown to Washtenau,
Caronino, and returned to the USS Iwo Jima, COMPHIB was flown to the
"Deckhouse V" operation area for an aerial recon,

4 Jan 1967: The Commanding General of the Vietnamese Marine Corps was
flown to Bien Hoa, Six mission's of visual recon were flown in the -
Deckhouse V¥ operating area. Three other mission's were flown carrying
passengers between the USS Iwo Jima and landing zones on the beach.

5 Jan 1967: Seven sorties were flown carrying passengers from the Iwo Jima to
other ships in the SLF, A Marine VIP code Seven was flown to Ton Son Nhut,

6 Jan 1967: Two recon mission's were flown for Grey Rebel 14A. Two gunships
flew as armed escort to Xom Giong Chua. Sixteen armed helicopter Mission's
were flown in support of HMM-363 during troop lifts at landing zones Crow and
Duck. Four pamphlet drop mission's four VIP mission's and eight recon missions .
vere flown in the "Deckhouse V" operating area., A photographer was flown to
White Beach (XR 765848) for coverage of a strike there. Two artillery
registration missions were flown in support of the Battalion Landing Team
FSCC, and seven VIP missions were flown carrying Brigadier General METZGER to
and from landing zone SPARROW. Two recon missions were also flown over the
Red Beach area, One registration mission was flown for naval gunfire in

grid square XR 8191. Brigadier General METZGER and the SLF Commander were
flown to landing zone Duck to observe L hour, and a Navy VIP code 5 was flown
to Boundary Tango.

TiJan 1967: One armed escort mission was flown to landing zone Crow. 32
sorties of armed escort were flown in support of troop lifts, during which
suppressive fire was delivered in the landing zones. One armed escort
mission was flown for a visual recon of the "Deckhouse V" operating area,
Eight sorties were flown carrying passengers, along with two recon missions of
landing zones Duck, Crow, and Red Beach. Brigadier General METZGER and the
Commanding Officer of Carrier Task Group 79.5 was flown to landing Zzones

Duck for a visual recon and then to landing zone Crow to observe a troop lift.

8 Jan 1967: 46 Sorties were flown carrying passengers. Five recon mission's
were flown of Red Beach and landing zone Eagle, Two missions were flown con=-
ducting artillery registrations at XS 788948. The SLF detachment also flew
one propaganda leaflet drop mission, and 11 armed escort mission in support
of troop lifts to landing zone Hawk, where suppressive fire was delivered.

9 Jan 1967: The SLF detachment flew 62 sorties carrying passengers. Ten
sorties of armed escort were flown in support of troop lifts, and fire was
delivered on Viet Cong positions from which mortar and small arms fire had
been received.,

@ ONF DENTIAL
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10 Jan 1967: 14 sorties were flown carrying passengers, which included Com-
mander Gleen Ford and Admiral Walzen, 24 sorties were also flown taking

the Commanding Officer of the SLF and his party between the USS Iwo Jima,

. White Beach, Red Beach, and Thanh Phu.

<,l

11 Jan 1967: One medical evacuation mission was flown, OSix VIP sorties were
flown, during which General Westmoreland and his party were taken to Red Beach.
Two recon and two armed escort missions were flown in the RACH EOLOL River Area.
Seven recon missions were flown of grid squares XR 8189, XR 8190, XR 8193,

XR 8194, and XR 8293, The SLF detachment flew 11 armed escort missions during
which fire was delivered on suspected:.eneny positions in sector Purple and four:
camoflaged ships:at XR 783914, Eight sorties were also flown carrying passengers.

12 Jan 1967:. The SLF detachment flew 38 sorties carrying passengers between the
USS. Iwo Jima, Red Beach, and White Beach. 13 sorties of armed escort were flown
in support: of troop lifts, during which suppressive fire was delivered. Suppres-
sive fire was also delivered on 20 armed escort sorties in support of HMM-362 and
HMM-16/ for troop lifts to XR 769935, XR 787927, XR 786963, XR 787953, landing zone
Crow, XR 783924, XR 790914, and XR 819922, Four recon sorties were also flown,
along with 20 sorties of armed escort and administration/liaision in support of a
troop 1lift to XR 751001,

13 Jan 1967: The SLF detachment flew 27 sorties of armed escort in support of
HMM~362 during troop lifts, and 14 sorties carrying the Commanding Officer
Task Group 79.5.

14 Jan 1967: 19 administration/liaison sorties were flown, and 26 sorties of
armed escort in support of troop lifts and resupply drops.

15 Jan 1967: The SLF detachment flew 39 administration/liaison sorties in the
"Deckhouse V" operating area, 32,750 rounds of 7.62 mm amunition and 232 2,75"
rockets were expended while delivering suppressive fire on armed escort mission's.
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PART ITI: SIGNIFICANT EVENTS
1, . 'Personnel

a. Promotions. Two persomnel were promoted to First Iaeutenant one to
Gunnery Sergeant, ten to Corporal and two to PFC,

b. One officer was joined, one officer was transferred; seven enlisted
were transferred, and 15 enlisted were joined.

2.. Administration
a, No change of command within the Squadron.

b. No outstanding administrative problem,
3. Awards: One purple Heart, and one Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal,

i, Casualties; Capt Rodney H, ALLEY Jr 076581/USMC; Date 1LJan67; Place, Qua
Nam Hoa District, South West Ban Bo River (YD 56519h) Special circumstances;
Co~pilot in VMO-6 UHIE flying armed support; struck by enemy fire,

5. Civic Action 12-4.8 cubic feet wooden boxes, containing clothing were
delivered to the 3rd Marine Division Chaplain to be used by the Saint Paul de
Chavez Orphanage Home in Hue.

8. Intelligence/Counter-Intelligence.
a, During the month of Janb7, this sgquadron was given an Intelligence
Brief by the Group Intelllgence OfflCer. This was the initial country brief for
the Squadron.

b, Squadron S-2 has conducted pre-fllght briefings and bi-weekly situation
briefings for the pilots and SNCO's, and all Crew Members,

¢, Iiaison was established with 3rd Division G-2, Division Air Officer, and
with IMM-163 regarding items of mmtual intelligence interest.

de All personnel of this squadron were briefed regarding their personal
conduct in Vietnam and in dealings with Vietnamesse Nationals, Also covered
was personal censorship, photography of military installations, and reporting
information of intelligence value,

9« Air Operations

3. Total nours flown: 499.2
b, Total sorties flown: 1336
c, Amount of cargo 2 tons
d, Wumber of medical evacl!s 2
e, Number of pax carried 381
- f, Ordnance expended: ‘
(1) 7.62 37,750 rounds

(2) 2.75 . 307 rockets

Encl (i)
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11, OSpecial Operations., "Prairie", "Chinook", and "Deckhouse V",

15, Training

a. General Military Subjects Training. Consisted of a NCO leadership
group study, utilizing Marine Corps Institute lesson plans, texts, and tests.
A1l ES's and below in the Squadron were enrolled, and classes were held five
nights a week,

b, Technical Training, Conducted by the individual departments through
on the Job Training, Continued emphasis has been placed on the use of corres-
pondence courses to help each Marine advance in rank in his particular MOS.

¢, Pilot Training., Contimuous as more combat flying experience was
gained by the pilots of this squadron, A minimum of two "All Pilot's Meetings"
were held each week, The Pilots not qualified in model were scheduled for
missions which would help them advance in the NATOP's syllabus training. A class
was held for the pilots by MATCU-68 on instrument flight rules procedures in the
local flying areas.

d. OCrew Chief and Gunner Training., Being contimually conducted through
experience and practical application in map reading, spotting and marking
enemy fire, delivering fire on enemy targets, marking landing zones with
smoke grenades, and arming and dearming the rockets and fixed guns. All crew
chiefs and gunners were given instructions on the use of the "Camera Still
Picture Type KE-28B", which is being utilized in this Squadron with great effect,

17. Supply

2. One Navy clerk E)/3071 has been sent to MAG-16 as Expeditor and we have
received one E4/3071 and one E2/3051, All Navy publications have been received
or are requisitioned, .

b. The Marine Corps Property Warehouse has been completed and ready for
issue since 15Jan67, The supply section is in the process of invoicing Marine
Corps accountable property to MAG-16,

c. A fiscal grant for project "O1® of $33,800, has been received from lstMAW.

d. Approximately 160,000 pounds of gear were off-loaded at the Hue ramp from
I1CU's and moved by truck to Phu Bai, Our squadron did not have enough organic

motor transport for this type of operation, therefore we had to arrange for
transportation from other activities,

Encl (1)
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18, Motor Transport, 12 vehicles assigned: 3-M35A2; 3-MCIA; 3-M677;
1-MCBAT; 1-M6T9; and 1-Mh9. Total miles utilized 2,148,0, Three vehicles
were re-assigned to MAG-16; 1-M35A2; 1-M38A1; and 1-M676.

20, Alrcraft Maintenance

a.” A total of 12 UHIE aircraft are assigned, During the month, avail-
ability has averaged 673%.

b. During this period, two slicks have been operating from Dong Ha, and
are rotated periodically for maintenance.

ce Overall aircraft maintenance has been satisfactory considering the
working conditions, At the present, aircraft checks are performed in an
ordnance tent, but are improving the working areas constantly. There is the
constant problem of sand, but a continuing program of aircraft cleaning should
minimize the adverse effects from it,

21, Avionics

a. There are 26 persennel assigned, We have had 20 men available
through this period, : '

b. The maintenance department has issued 91 work orders to date; of this
number there have been 58 issued to Avionics, The more common discrepancy being
the M, (AN ARC-lLl)., In our operations, this is the main form of communications
with the Ground Forces, thus the equipment has more constant use., There has been
no particular portion of equipment breakdown. Caution lights and warning lights
have been another re-curring discrepancy, The combination of the rain and mud, and
then the dry sand have been a problem in lights, circuit breakers, and cannon plugs,

ce Supply of equipment has steadily improved and has cut the down time of
aircraft greatly. There has been a need for cannibalization but it is a decreas-
ing problem,

d. Training of shop personnel has been limited to "On the job type". As the
menial tasks of the area decrease there will be more opportunity for formal
technical training,

PART IV Supporting Documents

1. Enclosure (2), Daily SitReps for the period covered.
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