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_ Marine Aircraft Group-16
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FPO San Francisco, 96602

PERICD COVERED 1 APRIL THROUGH 30 APRIL 1967
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PART I ORGANTZATIONAL DATA
1. Staff Listing
a. Commending Officer : Major Kyle W, TOWNSEND 1-304pr
bs Executive Officer - - Major James H, COFFIN 1=3CApr
¢« Operations Officer Major Richard SANCHO 1-30Apr
ds Administration 2nd It T. C. MILLER 1-30Apr
e. Administration Officer " 2nd Lt T. C. MILLER 1-30Apr
f. Intelligence Officer Capt Michael J. GIIMORE 1-3CApr
g. Aviation Safety Officer Major John L. PIPA - 1-30Apr
he Materiel Officer Major Francis R. MURRAY 1-29Apr
i, Aircraft Maintenance Officer Major Charles A. REYNOLDS 1-30Apr
j» Flight Surgeon It Arthur G. LOCHRIDGE 1-304pr

2. MARINE OBSERVATICON SGQUADRON THREE
Marine Aircraft Group-16

1st Marine Aircraft Wing, III MAF
Hue/Phu Bai Airport, Republic of Vietnam
1~-304pr

3. Average mohthly strength: 23 Officers, 105 Enlisted

4s TImportant visitors: None

PART TI  NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1. ﬁuring the month of April, there were only a fewvdays which did not have
good flying weather. Operations in the Phu Bai, "Chinock ITI", "Big Horn',

and "Shawnee" TAOR's were supported with six gunships and four slicks located
at Phu Bai, :

2 ' ~ ENCLOSURE_(L)
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S MAY 8 1967
1 APRIL 1967: Seven missions of armed escort were flown in support of HMM-163

during medevacs. OSuppressive fire was delivered a@ ZC 164977 in support of a
recon team, Three armed escort missions were flown du;ing a recon team insert,

an emergency resupply, and as TAC(A) controlling a fixed wing strikeé, One add-
itional armed escort missions was flown in the Danang TAOR. One emergency and '
one routine medevac were flown, along with two visual recon missions, The Dong

Ha detachment flew one visual recon missionm.

2 APRIL 1967: Ten armed escort missions were flown during medevacs and ﬁhe
energency extraction of‘a recon tean., Two VIP miésions and one’visual reéon
mission were flown in the CHINOOK TAOR. The Dong Ha detachment flew four VIP
nissions. o o

3 APRIL 1967: Eight armed escort missions were flown in support of IBM-163

during medevacs. Four arméd escort missions were flown during a diversionary
troop lift. 20 armed escégt missions were flown during recon team inserts and
extracfs. One VIP mission and three visual recon missions were also flown.

The Dong Ha detaclment flew two VIP missionge

4 APRIL 1967: 'Three'armed_escort misgions weré flown with HM¥=163 during medevacs.
One VIP missioﬁ wvas flown carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv. The Dong la de’c_achmentI
flew three VIP missions. |

5 APRIL 1967:  Four armed escort missions were flown in support of HM{-163
during medevacs, Two VIP missions vere flown in the Daﬁang TAOR., One visual
recon and Uwo ﬁhoto reconsmissions weré Tlown, Two VIP missions were flown'carry—_

ing the CG, 3rd MarDiv, The Dong Ha detachment flew four VIP missions.
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6 APRIL 1967: Seven armed escort missions were flown in support of MM=163
during medevacd, Five armed escort missions were flown during a resupply.

One armed eécdrt missions was flown for a convoy., Two photo recon. missions
were flown in the "Chinook" TAOR with.an aerial observer aboard, Two VI? missions
were flown carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv. The Dong Ha détachment flew four

VIP missions.

7 APRIL 126 : Eight armed escort missions were flown with IMiM-163 during
medevacs. 14 armed escort missions were flown in support of recon team inserts
and extracts, during which suppressive fire was delivered at YD 893024, 16 armed
escort missions vere flown during a resupply. One VIP mission was also flown.
8 APRIL 1967: FEight armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacé. Eight armed escort migsions were flown during recon team
inserts and extracts., Two armed escort missions were flowm in support of a
resupply. Four armed escort missions were flown during the insert/extract of
the Sparrov Haudk, forlsecurity of an H-34 which had éﬁgine failure, and the
extract of the aircraft by a CH—SBA. One VIP mission was flown carrying the

CG, 3rd MarDiv..

9 APRIL 1967: ;Nine armed escort missions were flown in support of H-163
during medevacs., 12 armed escort missions were flown during recon team inserts
and extracts. 12 other armed escort missions were flown during resupply and
troop lifts. Two TAC(A) and two photo recon missions were flown in the

CHINOOK TAOR, as well as targets of opportunity given by SCAT 1/ -being fired on.

One VIP mission was flown carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv.
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10 APRIT, 1967: Three TAC(A) missions were conducted in the CHINOOK area during

which targets given by SCAT 14 were fired on.. 12 armed escort missions were
flown during recon team inserts and extracts, during which suppressive fire
vas delivered at YD 492255, Two VIP missions Qere flown carrying the CG, 3rd
'MarDiv, as weli as one other VIP missions and an Admin/Iiaison mission.

11 APRIL 1967: Two armed escort missions were flown in support of a troop
lift. One VIP mission was flown carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv, One VIP mission
was also flowm by the Dong Ha detachment, g

12 APRIL 1267:; The Dong Ha detachment flew two VIP missions.

13 APRIL 1967: Five armed escort missions were flown in support of H¥M-163

during medevacs., One other armed escort mission was flown during a troop lift.
The Dong Ha detachment flew four VIP nmissions.

14 APRIL 1967: 12 armed escort missions were flown with HMM-163 during medevacss

The Dong Ha detachment flew four VIP missions.

15 APRTL 1967: Eight armed escort missions were flown during recon team inserts

- and extracts. The Dong Ha detachment flew four VIP missions.

16 APRIL 1967: Two arned escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163

during medevacs. i2 armed escort missions were flown during recon team inserts
and extrécté. ’The Sparrow Hawk was inserted to assist in the emergency

extraction of é team from YD 834009, The Dong Ha detachment flew one MIP mission,

17 APRIL 1967: Four armed escort missions were flown during recon team inserts

and extracts. Three armed escort missions were flown to establish radio contact
with a recon team. The ﬁong Ha detachment flew two VIP missions and one emergency

medevac.
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durlng medevacs, 15 arimed escori missions were flowm during recon team inserts
and extracts, The Dong Ha detachment flew one VIP missiors.

19 APRTL 1967: Two armed escort missions were flown with m-163 durlng medevacs.

Eight armed escort missions were flown in support of recon team 1nserts and
extractd, Two TAC(A) and two photo recon migsions were flowm in the CHINOOK
area. One visual recén mission was flown in the PHU BAI TAOR, One VIP missioﬁ
wés flown carryfngbthé CGy 3rd MarDiv, The Dong He detachment flew two VIP °
nissions and one emergency medevac, ‘ |

20 APRIT, 1967: Three armed escort missions vere flown in support of HMM-163

during medevacs, Two armed escort missions were flown during the emergency
extract of a %écon team, Four‘othér armed escort miséions were flown to confirm
-a sighting of 600 VC in the area of YD 590252, Small arms and automatié weapons
fire was recived; One aircraft recived twe hits; and the aircraft réturned to
Phu Bai becaﬁée of low céilings and darkmess, One VIP mission was flown in the
CHINOOK ared, Two VIP missions were flown carrying the Qé,'3rd MarDiv., The
Dong Ha detachment flew two ViP missions,

21 APRIL 1967: 18 armed escort missioﬂs were flown dﬁring recon team ingerts
aﬁd extracts, :Four photo récon missions and one visual recon mission were_
flown in the "Chinook" TAOR. Three armed escort missions were flownxduring

the emeréenﬁy extract of a recon team from YD 703149. One VIP mission was flown

carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv. The Dong Ha detachment flew dne VIP mission.

6 ENCLOSURE (1)
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22 APRIL 1?67;_ 21 armed escort missions were flown during recon team inserts
and‘extracts, and a resupgly. "One VIP mlSSlon was flown carrylng Lhe CG, 3rd
MarDiﬁ. TFour VIP missions were flow in the Danang TAQR. "One VIP and one photo
recon miﬁgion—were flowm in the‘UChihpék"-TAOR. Theibéﬁé Ha détachment flew
two Visuéi reconvmissions; one emérgency igdévac, andrﬁﬁo VIP missioné. |

2 APRIL 126 : Nine armed escort missions were flown in the Operatioﬁ "Shawnee"
area in supporL of troop llfts and a resupply. Twovccmmand and control missioﬁs
were flown,'along with two visual regon nissions and bne.reéuppiy and tfoop -
1ift to Hill 674, Three VIP missions were flown carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv.
24, APRIL i26 : Three armed escort ﬁissions were flown in support of EMMFléj
during medevacs:in the "Shavmee! ayéa. Nine armed escort mi§sibns were flown
in support of a troop lifﬁ. Four armed escort missions were floﬁn durihg '
the cmergenc3 extraét of a recon team from YD 816022.v Four VIFP missiohs vere
flown carrylng the CG, 3rd MarDlv.v Six VIP missions and one admin mission
were also flown in sunport of “Operation "Shawnee“ |
| 25 APRIL 1?67:AfS;X armed escort m1551opSYWere flown in. support of HH-163
Aduring medevacsuih the OperationA“Shawnee“ ared, The H=3/ medevéc airéraft
was‘shét doun and four armed escortjmissions wafe flown providing covefg- Six
armed escort missions waﬁe flown during recon team inserts ahd.extracts{
Three command'a#d controi’missions~and two VIP miséiohs were also flown.
One VIP mission was flown carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv,
26 APRIT, 1967: fThree,armed escort miSSions_wére'flowh in support of HMM-163
during medevacé'in the Operation-"Shawnée" area, Ten armed escorﬁ missions

'were.flown duriﬁg the inserting of a maintenqnce teém_at the doﬁned,H—BA site,
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and the pickup of the aircraft by a CH~53A and the Sparrow Hawk by a CH-46,

during which suppressive fire vas delivered at YD 552256, and a fixed wing

alr strike was controlled at YD 556258,- Also, suppressive fire was delivered
at Yﬁ 503151 in support of a recon team, who reported two secondary explosions,
Three visual recon missions, one VIP mission and one routine medevac were flown
in the "Shawnee" ared, Iive armed escort missions were flown in the Dong Ha
TAOR for reéon téam extracts, One VIP mission was flown carrying the CG, 3rd

M aI‘DiV" .

27 APRIL 1967: One armed escort mission was flown ﬁith HM-163 during a
hedevac in the Operation‘"Shawnee" ared. 26 armed escort missions were flown
in support of recon team inserts and extracts, during which a fixed wing
strike was controlled at YD 767078, resulting in three confirmed enemy dead.
Three VIP missions vere flowﬁ carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv, Four visual recon
nigsions, one fouting medevac, three VIP, and one photo recon mission were
also floum. |

28  APRIL 1967: Two armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163

during medevacs in the Operation "Shawnee" ared. One armed escort mission was
flown in the Khe Sanh area during a medevac. One armed escort migsion was flown
during a troop 1ift to LZ CROW. 18 armed escort missions were flown during -
recon teaﬁ inserts and extracts, during which suppressive fire was delivered
and fixed wing strikes were controlled at YD 737082 and ¥D 792157, Two

visual recon missions were also flown in the Phu Bai TAOR. One gunship and

g8 ©© ENCLOSURE (1)
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one slick w1th an A/O aboard were launched after the mortar attack at the Fhu
Bai airfield, but they’made no 31ght1ngs of the enemy., One VlP m1s81on was
flown carrying the CG, 3rd MarD;v. Two admln/llalson misoiohssworé also flown,
29 APRIL 1967: Two armod<escort missions wore flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacs. Ten armed oscort missioﬂsIWere floﬁn in the Operation
"Shawnee! area as medevac chage, along with one TAC(A) mission for a LZ prep

- at YD 408207, one admln/ﬁlalson, one routine medevac, four v1suu1 recons,

one VIP mission carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv, and two armed esg cort ml551on° in
support of a troop _1ft. Three armed escort mlss1ons were flowh during recon
tean inserts and extractg,® Two NIP m1 sions were flown carrying MGen. CUSHWAN
and the CG, Brd.MarDiv. One other VIP mission was »lown in the “Chlnook" TAOR.
Seven armed escort miésions were flown at Khe Sanh,durlng resupplles, along
with two more armed oscort misgions in sﬁpoort of a recon team insért and a
medevac., | |

30 APRIL 1967: Ten armed eScortimissions were flown in support of medevacs

in the Operation “Shawnee" area. .Eight armed esoort missions were flowh in

, uupport of recon team inserts and extracts, durlng which suppressive flre wvas
dellverea’at YD 601236, The following missions were alsc flown in the_"Shawnee“
area: Two troop 1lift, tﬁo resupply, flVe visual réoop,_three VIP, one routine
-hedevac? and .one TAC(A) miséion controlling a fixed ving strike at YD-423273
for an LZ proﬁ. At Khe Sanh, one gunshlp flew 14 armed escort ul.)sz.onc

"durlng medevacs and reoupplles, and prov1ded fire suppr9051on in support

‘ of-ground troops at four lOCations.
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PART IIT: SIGNIFICANT EVENTS | MAY 3 1967,
1. Personnel
a, Promotions - One promoted to Major and one promoted to Captaimn,

. One officer was joined, and one officer transferred.
2+ Administration
de No change of command within the Sguadron,
be No outstanding administrative problems.
3¢ Awardss 42 Air Medals, three.Air Crew Insignia‘s, and one Purple Heart,
4o Casugltied. Two men injured.while covering medevac (Aircraft Power Failure),

Two men injured during mortar attack., One man WIA as aerial gunner at Quan
Nam Hoa, RVN, . :

8. Intelligence/Counter-Intelligence

as During the month of April VMO-3 was the soleprovider of low level
Photo Recon for the 3d MarDiv. VMO-3 and the S-2 section worked approximately
150 man hours for support of Operation "Shawnee',

b, The aircraft crews set a new moﬁthly record for spot reports to the S-2..
During April there were 83 spot reports made; compared with 81 in March.

Co Durln0 the month of Aprll the S~2 kept the air crev briefed on the
situation in I Corpd. :

9. Alr Operations

a. Total hours flown: : 615.1
B, Total Gun Hours: 35543
¢, Total Slick hourst 259.8
d, Total sorties flown: 1690
d. IMNumber of medical evacts : 6
f, Number of pax carried L66
(1) .62 45,198
(2) 2.75 408 rockets

1Y, Special Operationg. "Big Horn", "Shaumee", "Chinook II", "Prairie III and
IV", "Beau Diddley™, "Beacon Star", "Beacon Hill I", and "Canyon'.

10 ENCLOSURE (1)
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15, Treining | MAY 3 1964,
a. General Milit Subjects Training, Four hours of classes were held

on the Code of Conduct with 52 personnel attending, Two hours of classes were
held on First Aid with 26 personnel in attendances '

b. Technical Trainingd., 411,0 hours of on the job training vere accomplished,
and 25 hours of formal classes were given.

¢. Pilot Training., One new PQM was made with NATOPS checks this month
plus continued lelabus training for two pilots for qualification as PM.
The flights included Gunnery/?oc&ets, Nav1raulon/lnstruments and nlght pro-
ficiency.,

d. Crew Chief and Gunner Training., Three Crew Chiefs were NATOPS checked
and qualified, plus four Aerial Gumners were NATOPS qualified.

e. Fducation. 95 persomnel are enrolled in 106 correspondence courses.

17. Supply

ae PrOJect 01 expenditures for the month of Aprl totaled $6,002,61,
No unusual expenditures were encountered for this period.

b. During the month of April 40% of this units special packing and
crating requirements were put on order through MAG-16,

c. Marine Corps Property received 90% of the in-kind clothing requested.

18, Mobor Transport. 12 vehicles assigned with a total of 2661.0 miles
utilized. One M-677 AOCE.

20, Alrcraft Maintensnce. Aircraft aveilability for the month of April

avera ged 61%, During this period, maintenance control issued 284 work orders
for A/C maintenance. The item most in demand at this time is Tail Rotor Blades.
At the present time, we have three aircraft AOCP for them,

d. The squadron shops and officepys have now moved to the present location,
on the North side of the runway. This area promises much relief from the
continuous sand that was encountered in the former maintenance ared, The
problems generated by the sand should be greatly reduced in the new location,

21, Avionics. During this past month the avionics section has had no major

discrepancies, With the utilization of the repalr van, maintenance time has
been decreased to a great extent and the time awaiting parts has been decreased

11
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- by as much as two. to three days. The TACAN (ARN-52) is‘stilﬂﬂﬁ’ﬁigﬂgﬁz
priority item, but.an increase of these have been requested foT the rotary
poolk.. - : ‘ : o

_..—_-u-—‘.m....

de The TAT 101 has been ingtalled- on two of our aircraft, and we-are
awaiting designated aircraft for more. installations,

B. The move to the north side of the field has helped the avionics maint-
enance congiderably by having the aircraft in one centrally located ared, The
conditions are vastly improved by having the hut vice the tent for shop space.

PART IV: SUPPORTING DOGUMENTS,

1, Fneclosure (2), Daily Sitreps for the period covered.
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