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PERIOD COVEJ:l.ED 1 APRIL THROUGH ;30 APRIL 1967 
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PART I ORGAlIJIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Staff Listing 

a. Commanding Officer 
b. Executive Officer 
c. Operations Officer 
d. Administration 
c. Administration Officer 
f. Intelligence Officer 
g. Aviation Safety Officer 
h. Hateriel Officer 
i. Aircraft Maintenance Officer 
j. Flight Surgeon 

2. MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE 
Marine Aircraft Group-16 

- • 

Haj or . ICy le vI. TOl.J1i1SEND 
1vIajor James H. COFFIN 
Hajor Richard SANCHO 
2nd Lt T. C. HILLER 
2nd Lt T. C. HILLER 
Capt Michael J. GIll-10RE 
Hajor John L. PIPA 
Major Francis R. HURRAY 
Hajor Charles A. REYNOLDS 
Lt Arthur G. LOCHRIDGE 

1st Harine Aircraft \nng, III HAF 
Hue/Phu Bai Airport, Republic of Vietnam 
1-30Apr 

J. Average monthly strength: 23 Officers.,: 105 Enlisted 

4. Important visitors: None 

PART II NARRATIVE SUHMARY 
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jl}jAY 3 !9§~ 

l-30Apr 
l-30Apr 
l-30Apr 
l-30Apr 
l-30Apr 
l-)OApr 
l-30Apr 
l-29Apr 
l-30Apr 
l-)OApr 

1. During the month of April, there "Here only a feu days \.,hich did not" have 
good flying weather. Operations in the Phu Bai, "Chinook UIl, IIBig Horn", 
and "Shcnmeell TAORt s vJere supported Hith six gunships and four slicks located 
at Phu Bai. 
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'~--.~--_"._. - MAY 3 1967 
1 APRJ;.L lSL6.1: Seven missions of armed escor-t Here f101ID in support of HM1-1-163 

d'Q.ring medevacs. Suppres:3ive fire ",as delivered at ZC 164977 in support of a 

recon teruri. Three armed escort missions Here flo\-Jl1 during a recon team insert, 

an emergency resupply, and as TAC(il.) controlling a fixed "ring strike. One add-

itiona1 armed escort missions "Tas f1o\m in the Danang TAOR. One emergency ,md 

one routine medevac l-Tere flolm, along '-.Jith t'-IO vis'l1al recon missions. The Dong 

Ha detachment fleH one visual recon mission. 

2 APRIL 1267.: Ten' armed escort missions 1-.Jere f10vm during medevacs and the 

emergency extraction of a recon teani. T,w VIP missions and one:-'visual recon 

mission "Tere f:J.01m in the CHniOOK TAOR. The Dong Ha detachment flew four VIP 

missions. 

LAPRIL 19M: Eight armed escort missions were flOlID in support of' HHH-163 

during medevacS'. Four armed escort missions were f'lo'l-m during a diversionary 

troop lift. 20 armed oscoA missions '.Jere flo .. Jrl during recon team inserts and 

extracts. One VIP mission and three visual recon missions "rere also f1o~. 

The Dong Ha detachment f1e11 t'lrlO VIP missions. 

4 APRIL 1967: Three armed escort missions 'Here flO1m 'Vrith f-i]'1f',1-163 dll~'ing medoyacs. 

One VIP mission Has flow carrying the CG, .3rd ihrDiv. The Dong Ha detachment 

fle1-.J three VIP missions. 

~ APRIL 1967: Four armed escort missions 'Here flOMl in support of ill-1r,1-163 

dm'ing medevad. Two VIP missions 1-1ere flO1.m in the Danang TAOH. One visual 

recon and t'-IO photo recon,lnissions ,,rere f10lm. T,.;o VIP missions "18re flOlm carry-

ing the CG, 3rd MarDiv. 

+ 
/ 

The Dong F..a. detachment fle,\.] four VIP missions. 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

\ ®OO~ (~"!:"&~lID l' 3:ADG:cmt 

MAY 3 1961 
6 APRIL I9.c~7: Seven armed escort missions v!ere fImm in support of HMt1-163 

during medevacs. Five armed escort missions were flown during a resupplY. 

One armed escort missions I'Tas flown for a convoy. Two photo recon, missions 

1.Jere flo'ltID in the "Chinooktl TAOR uith -an aerial observer aboard. THO VIP missions 

VIere floi-1ll carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv. The Dong Ha detachment flevT four 

VIP missioni. 

7 APRIL 126.1.: Eight armed escort missions Here flo"m l..rith HMM-163 during 

medevacs. 14 a1~ed escort missions were fIovID in support of recan team inserts 

and extracts, du~ing which suppressive fire was delivered at YD 893024. 16 armed 

escort missions I"ere flmm during a resuppJj. One VIP mission '·las also f1allm. 

8 APRIL 1967: Eight armed escort missions i-TOre flown in support of ill4l'1-l6.3 

during medevacs. Eight armed escort missions '.Jere flown during recon team 

inserts and extracts. ~wo armed escort missions were flown in support -of a 

resupply. Four armed escort missions 'Here flo"m during the insert/extract of 

the Sparrcnl Hawk, for security of an H-.34 which had engine failure, and the 

extract of the aircraft by a CH-53A. One VIP mission was flol-'m carrying the 

CG, 3rd MarDi';. 

9. APRIL 1967: Nine armed escort missions were floim in support of ill'lN-163 

during medevacs. 12 armed escort missions ,..rere flm,m during recon team inserts 

and extracts. 12 other armed escort missions were flovffi during resupply and 

tro,op lifts. THO TAC(A) and two photo recon missions were flown in the 

CHINOOK TAOR, as well as targets of opportunity given by SCAT 14-being fired on. 

One VIP mission \..ras flol-'Jl1 carrying the OG, 3rd HarDiv. 
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MAY 3 1967 
10 APRIL 1967: Three TAC(A) missions 'were conducted in the CHINOOK area during 

which targets given by SCAT 14 Here fired on.' 12 armed escort missions were 

flown during recon team inserts and extracts, during 1-1hich suppressive fire 

"las delivered at YD 492255. Two VIP missions were flown carrying the CG, ,3rd 

NarDiv, as well as one other VIP missions and an Ad:r!lin/Liaison mission. 

11 APRIL 1967: 'l'wo armed escort missions "Tere flo1.Jn in support of a troop 

lift. One VIP mission 1-laS flol.'l1 carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv. One VIP mission 

was also flOl-m by the Dong Ha detachment. 

12 APRIL 1967: The Dong Ha detachment flew two VIP missions. 

13 APRIL 1967 : Five armed escort missions ,.,rere flovID in support of Hl\lH-16,3 

during medevacs. One other armed escort mission was flmm during a troop lift. 

The Dong Ha detaclunent flevI four VIP missions. 

J4 APRIL 1967: 12 armed escort missions uere flotffi with HI'ilH-163 during medevad. 

The Dong He. detachment fle"l four VIP missions. 

15 APRIL 1967: Eight armed escort missions were f10vID during recon team inserts 

and extractS. The Dong Ha detaclunent fle .. ! four VIP missions. 

16 APRIL 1967: Two armed escort missions 1-Tere flO"ID in support of illll>1-163 

during medevacs. 12 armed escort missions were f10vffi during recon team inserts 

and extracts. The Sp'arroH Hawk Has inserted to assist in the emergency 

extraction of a team from YD 834009. The Dong Ha detachment flew one YIP mission. 

17 APRIL 1967: Four armed escort missions Here flovln during recon team inserts 

and extracts. Three armed escort missions H~re flo1m to establish radio contact 

,·lith a recon team. The Dong Ha detac!>.ment flew tvTO VIP niissions and one emergency 

medevac. 
5 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

j:ADG:cmt 

19 APRIL l2§Z: ~JO armed escort missions were flovl!l in suppo~Yo~ }n~~{63 
during medevacs. 15 armed escort missions "!ere flo"J!l during recon team inserts 

and extracts. The Dong Ha detachment flew one VIP missioni. 

19 APRIL 1..26.7.: THO armed escort missions ,·Jere flo'·Jn "dth HJ:.il-1-163 during medevacs. 

Eight armed escort missions vTere flown in $Upport of recon team inserts and 

extracts. TvTO TAC(A) and two photo recon missions vTere flovm in the CHINOOK 

area. One visual recon mission was flown in the PHU BAI TAOR. One VIP mission 

was flovm carrymg the CG, 3rd MarDiv'. The Dong Ha detachment flew two VIP 

missions and_one emergency medevac. 

2,9 APRIL 1967: Three armed escort Inissions vIere flown in support of HMM-163 

during medevacs. Tuo armed escort missions '.Jere f1o .... m during the emergency 

extract of a recon team. Four other armed e~cort missions were flown to confirm 

. a sighting of 600 VC in the area of YD 590252. Small arms and automatic weapons 

fire-was recived; One aircraft recived two hits; ro.d the aircraft returned to 

Phu Bai because of 101. ceilings and darkness. One VIP Inission wasf;Lown in the 

CHINOOK area. TYro VIP missions Here flov.'ll carrying the CG, 3rd MarDiv. The 

Dong Ha detacbment flew, two VIP missions. 

21 APRIL 1967: 18 armed escort missions were flO1m during recon team inserts 

and extractd'. Four photo recon missions and one visual ree-on mission were 

flo\oJ!l in the "Chinook" TAOR. Three armed escort missions \·rere f10v111 during 

the emergency extract of a recan team from YD 703149. One VIP mission \'Jasf1own 

carrying the CG, 3rd HarDiv. The Dong Ha detachment fle'T one VIP mission. 
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22 APRIL 1967: 21 armed escort missio~s were flovm during recon team inserts 

and extracts, and a resup~ly. One VIP TIiission was flo\oJ11 carrying the CG, 3rd 

HarDi V. ,Four VIP missions' '\,rere f10''\o1 in the Danang TAOR. 'One VIP and one photo 

recon mi~~iOn1'Jere flovnl in the IIC~pOkIlTAOR. The Dong Ha detachment flei'] 

hTO visuai recon missions, one emergency medevac, 8nd~ tvlO VIP missions. 

23 'APRIL 1967: N:ine armed escort missions Here flo'!:m :in' the Operation "Shavm.eell 

area in support of troop lifts and a resupply. THO cOITllnand and control missions 

ivere flown,' along "lith tvlO visl1al recon nissions and one resupply and troop 

lift to Hill 674. Three VIP missions '\Vere flo\oJ11 carrying the. eG, 3rd HarDiv • 
. . 

24 APRIL 1967: Three armed escort missions i,rere flo'\m in support of :ill'lM-163 

during medevacs in the IIShawnee ll area. Nine armed escort missions Here f1o,m. 

in support of a troop lift. Four armed escort missions were flown during 

the emergenc-J eXtract of a recon tea.'!ll from YD816022. Four VIP missions ,·rere 

flown carrJing the eG, 3rd NarDiv. 'Six VIP missions and one adlT.Dn mission 

were also flO1m in support of 'Operation "Shmmee". 

25 APRIL 1221: . Six armed escort missions were flov"m. in. support of m·iJ:.1-l63 

during medevacs in the Operation IIShav.lllee" ared~ The H-34 medevac aircraft 

"laS shot d01m and four armed escort' missions Here f10'!:iIl provid:ing cover. Six 

armed escort ,missions vlcr,e flO'lo111 during recon team inserts and extracts. 

Three command' and control missions and t,1O VIP missions '!:lere also f1ovm. 

One VIP, mission' was flotiIl carryLng the eG, 3rd HarDi';'. 

g§. APRIL 1267: . Three armed escort missions '.fere flO\m in support ofID-1H-163 

during medevacs in the Operation IIShamee" area. Ten arm:ed escort missions 

,.rereflov}l1 during the inserting of a maintenance team at the downed H-34 site, 
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MAY 3 1961. 
and the pickup of' the aircraf't by a CH-53A and the Sparro", HaHk by a CH-46" 

during "'hich suppressive fire l"as delivered at YD 552256, and a fixed vTing 

air strike \,las controlled at YD 55625~h Also, suppressive fire \vas delivered 

at YD 503151 in support of a recon team, l-lho reported t'l-lO secondary e:h"Plosions. 

Three visual recon missions, one VIP mission and one routine medevac vlere flO'l.-ID 

in the tlShm-lIlee ll area. Five armed escort missions 'I{ere flovm in the Dong Ha 

TAOR for recon team extracts. One VIP mission Has floVTn carrying the CG, 3rd 

HarDi.J. 

27 APRIL 1967: One armed escort mission was tImID ,nth HMH-163 during a 

medevac in the Operation IIShavlIlee ll area. 26 armed escort missions \lere flo1-m 

in support of recon team inserts and extracts, during '\-lhich a fixed vTing 

strike l'laS controlled at YD 767078, resulting in three confirmed enemy dead. 

Three VIP missions Here flOiID carl"y-ing the CG, 3rd HarDiv. Four visual recon 

missions, one routing medevac, three VIP, and one photo recon mission were 

also flol-m. 

28, APRIL 1961: Two armed escort missions ,,,ere flo 1m in support of HMH-163 

during medevacs in the Operation IISha"ll1ee" area. One armed escort mission was 

flOim in the Khe Sanh area during a medevac. One armed escort mission "JaS f'loVTn 

during a troop lift to LZ CROl"~ 18 armed escort missions 1-lere f'lol~n during , 

recon team inserts and extracts, during ,",hich suppressive fire was delivered 

and fixed Hillg strikes Here controlled at YD 737082 and YD 792157. TIm 

visual recon missions were also flolVll in the Phu Bai TAOH. One gunship and 
\ 
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]IPN 3t961. 
one slick ,iLth an A/O aboard were launched after the mortar attack at the Phu 

Bai airfield, but they made no sightings of the ene~. One VIP mission was 

floi,m carrying the CG, 3rd l4arDiv. T.wo admin/liaison missions.:were also floml. 

2,9 APliIL ..19,6,7: T,.,o armed escort missions ,,,ere flovm in support of ID·1N-l63 

during medevacs. Ten armed escort missions ,.jere flO\Jll in the Operation 

"Shawee" area as medevac chase, along ,oJith one TAC(A) mission for a LZ prep 

at YD 408207, one admin/li~ison, one routine medevac, four visual recons, 

one VIP misslon carrying the CG, 3rd HarDiv, imd tHO armed escort missionr;;in 

support of a troop lift. Three armed escort missions ':Jere floiffl during recon 

team inserts and extracts. Two NIP missions ",ere floiID carr'.fing fiIGen. CUSHNAN 

and the CG, 3rd HarDiv. One other VIP mission was flovm in the nChinook" TAOR. 

Seven armed escort missions were flown at Khe Sanh during resupplies, along 

~~th two more armed escort missions in support of a recon team insert and a 

medevac. 

30 APRIL 1967: Ten armed escort missions were. floim in support of medevacs 

in the Operation "Shawnee" area. Eight armed escort missions ,,,ere floi.J.ll in 

Supfort of recon team inserts and e::."tracts, d11!ing which suppressive fire ,.,as 

delivered at YD 601236. The following missions Here also flovm in the. IIShawnee l1 

area: THO troop lift, two resupply, five visual recon, three VIP, one routine 

medevac, and one TA.C ~A) mission controlling a fi1(:ed wing strike at YD. 423273 

for anLZ prep. At Khe Sanh; one gunship fleH 14 armed escort missions 

during medevacs and resupplies, and pro'Tj,ded fire suppression in support 

of ground troops at four locations. 

9 ENCLOSURE (l) 
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PiuqT III: SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. Personnel 

d. Promotions - One promoted to Major and one promoted to Captain. 

O. One officer vras joined, and one officer transferred. 

2. Administration 

a. No change of command within the Squadrori. 

b. No outstanding administrative problems. 

j. AuardS. 42 Air Medals, three Air Gre.l Insignia's, and one Purple Heart. 

LJ. Casualties. Tvro men injured .;hile covering medevac (Aircraft POHer Failure). 
TvTO men injured during mortar attack. One man '\-JIA as aerial gunner at Quan 
Nam Roa, RVN. 

g. Intel1igence/Counter-Intelligence 

a. During the month of April VEO-3 was the so1eprovider of 1m. level 
Photo Recon for the 3d NarDiv. VNO-3 and the S-2 section l'lOrked approximately 
150 man hours for support of Operation "Shavmee l1',. 

b. The aircraft creil's set a ne.·! monthly record for spot reports to the S-2. 
During April there were S3 spot reports made; compared Ivi th 81 in March. 

c. During the month of April the 8-2 kept the air cre"r briefed on the 
situation in I CorpS. 

9. Air Operations 

a. Total hours floHn: 
1:1. Total Gun Hours: 
O. Total Slick hours: 
d. Total sorties flovm: 
e. Number of medical evac's 
f.. Ntunber of pax carried 

(1) 7.62 
(2) 2.75 

615.1 
355.3 
259.S 
1690 
6 
466 

45,19S 
40S rockets 

1]. Special Operations. "Big Homll, "Shmmeett , "Chinook IIII, rtprairie III and 
IV", "Beau Diddley'l, "Beacon Star", "Beacon Hill I", and "Canyon'f,. 

10 ENCLOSURE (1) 
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MAY 3 19§;L 

a. General Hilit§,;ty Subjects Training. FOur hours of classes "Jere held 
on the Code of Conduct lath 52 personnel attending. TVIo hours of classes vrere 
held on First Aid 1.rith 26 personnel in attendance. 

b. Teclmical Training. 411.0 hours of on the job training Here accomplished, 
and 25 hours of formal classes vTOre given:. 

c. Pi 1 at Training. One nevr PQH HaS made '!-lith NATOPS checks this month 
plus continued syl1abus training for two pilots for qualification as PQH. 
The flights included Gunnery/Rockets, NaVigation/Instruments and night pro­
ficiency. 

d. CreH Chief and Gunner Training. Three Cre,' Chiefs Here NATOPS checked 
a..l1d qualified, plus four Aerial Gunners vere NATOPS qualified. 

e. Education. 95 personnel are enrolled in 106 correspondence COVIses. 

17. SupplY 

a. Project 01 e:h,})enditures for the month of April totaled ~p6, 002.61. 
No unusual e:z:penditures vlere encountered for this period. 

b. During the month of April It.07b of this units special packing and 
crating requirements \·;ere put on order through HAG-16. 

c. Mo.rine Corps Property received 90% of the in-kind clothing requested. 

18. ~Lotor Transpo:d. 12 vehicles assigned "lith a total of 2661.0 miles 
utilized. One 1:-1-677 AOCP. 

f!d .... Aircraft Haintenanc~. Aircraft availability for the month of April 
';;;~l~~ged 61%. During tl>..is period, maLlJ.tenance control issued 284 1:1ork orders 
for Ale maintenance. The item most in demand at this time is Tail Rotor Blades. 
At the present time, ve have t:b..ree aircraft AOCP for them. 

a. The squp.dron shops and officels have nOVI moved to' the present-location, 
on the IIJorth side of the rullI-lay. This area promises much relief from the 
continuous sand that vTas encountered :in the former maintenance areal. The 
problems generated by the sand should be greatly reduced in the ne11 location. 

21. Avionics. During this past month the avionics section has had no major 
discrepancieS. Hith the utilization of the repair van, maintenance time has 
been decreased to a great extent and the time at-raiting parts has been decreased 
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\_- by '~:Jlluch as 'tvIO- to three days. The TACAN (AHli-52) is' stilMM' '8ig119$1 
priority item, but an increase of these have been 'requested for -yhe ::rs,-yary 
pool.- -

a;. The TAT 101 has been installed- on hToof our aircraft, and He are 
a'Haiting designated aircraft for more installations. 

b. The move to the north side of the field has helped the avionics maint­
enance considerably by having the airc1'ar-t in one centrally located ared. The 
conditions are vastly iJ:nproved by having the hut vice the tent for shop space. 

J:'AF.T Dr: SUPPORTING DOCUHENTS. 

1. Enclosure (2), Daily Sitreps f91' the period covered. 
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