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2. MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON THREE

ORGANTZATTIONAL DATA

Staff Listing

Commanding Officer
Exccutive Officer
Executive Officer
Operations Officer
Operations Officer
Administration
Administration
Administration
Administration Officer
Administration Officer
Administration Officer
Intelligence Officer

Aviation Safety Officer
Aviation Safety Officer

Materiel Officer
Materiel Officer

Aircraft Maintenance Officer

Fiight Surgeon

Marine Aircraft Group 16
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, III MAF
Hue/Phu Bai Airport, Republic of Vietnam

1-31May

; : 3
3+ Average monthly strength: 48

QM

4e Important visitors: None

PART II NARRATIVE SUMMARY

1,

operations, _
showers was the weather picture during this period of time.,

4

Major Kyle W, TOWNSEND

Major James H, COFFIN

Major Weldon R, MUNTER
Major Richard SANCHO
Major James H, COFFIN
2nd It T, C. MILIER -
2nd Lt R, Y. MORGAN
Capt Peter M, HEIMAN
2nd Lt T, Co MILLER
2nd L#, R. Y. MORGAN
Capt Peter M, HEIMAN
Capt Michsel J, GIIMORE
Major John L, PIPA
Major Richard SANCHO
Capt James R, O'BRYAN
WO Forrest D, OWEN
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1-31May
1-25May
26=31May
1-25May
26=31May
1-15May
16-25May
26-31May

. 1=15May

- 16=25May
26=31May
1-31May
1-25May
26=31May
1-26May
R27-31May

Major Charles 4, REYNOLDS 1-31May

Lt Arthur L, LOCHRIDGE

Officers and 194 Enlisted

1-31May

The weather during the month of May was very conducive to flight
Clear skies with occasional afternoon and evening thunder-
Operations

in the Phu Bal, Prairie IV, Beacon Star, Shawnee, Crockett, Hickory and
Choctaw. TAOR's were supported with 12 gunships and six slicks,
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Phu Bai and six missions as medevac chase in the Operation "SHAWNEE" area,
Fouf armed escort missions were flown in support of a recon team insert,
during which oné of the gunships took heavy éutomatic weapons fire and

was forced to land because éf an engine failure, Six armed escbrt missions
were flowvm providing éover and suppressive fire and controlling a fixed
wing strike on the enemy positions. One armed éscort mission was flown
during a resupply., Two VIP miséions, twb Admin/Liaison, and three visual
recon missions were also flown in the "SHAWNEE" area, One VIP mission:

was flown carrying the CG, 3rd MARDIV. |

2 MAY 1967: 13 armed escort and two TAC (A) missions were flown in support
of recon team inserts and extracts, during which suppressive fire was
delivered at YD670162, as well as a fixed wing strikeuéontrolled'on this
position, One VIP miséion, one visugl recon and one emergency medevac

were flown in the Operation "SHAWNEE" ared. One VIP mission was flown
carrying the CG, 3rd MARDIV.

3 MAY 1967: TFive armed escort missions were flown duringrmedevacs in the
Operation "SHAWNEE" area, One armed escort and two TAC (A) missions were
flown during two landing zone preps and one:reéon team'insert. Two
Admin/Iiaison missions, three medevacs, three visual recon, and five VIP
missions were also flown., One VIP mission was flown carrying the CG,

3rd MARDLV,

L MAY 31967: Three armed escort missions were flown during medevacs in

the Operation "SHAWNEE" ared. Five armed escort missions vere fiown during

3 ENCLOSURE (1)
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recon team inserts and extractd, One VIP m1551on)was flown cé?rylng the
CG, 3rd MARDIV along with two Admin/Liaison missions and one other VIP
missions | ' | |
5 MAY 1962: Seven armed escort missions were flown during medevacs in the
Operation "SHAWNEE" ared, Eight armed escort missions were flown during
recon team inserts and extracts. One armed escort mission was flown
during a troop lift, Four VIP missions were flown carrying the CG, 3rd
MARDIV, |
& MAY 1967: TFour armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacs, Five armed escort missions were flown as mede?ac chase
in the‘Operation VSHAWNEE" area, TWo armed escort missions were flown
in support of the emergency extraction of a recon team, during which
suppressive fire was delivered at YD537179. One arﬁed escort mission
was flown during a resﬁ?ply. A visual recon mission was also flown,
along with five Admin/Liaison missions, aﬁd four VIP missions.

MAY ¢ Five armed escort missions were flown during medevacs in
the Operation "SHAWNEE" ared, 13 armed escort missions were flown during
recon team inserts and extracts, - Three armed escort ﬁissions were flown
during a resupply. Twé TAC (4) ﬁissions were flown during landing zone
preps, Four VIP missions were also flown,
8 MAY 1967: TFour armed escort‘missions weré flowm during medevacs in
the Operation VSHANNEE"‘area. One armed escort mission was flown during
a visual recon, Four armed eécorﬁ missions were flown during a troop’
1lift. 'Two armed escort missions were flown during a recon team extracf.
One photo recon mission with an afmed escort was flown in the Operation

. . .
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WSHAMNEE" area, along with one visual recon mission, One visual recon

)

mission with an armedAescort was flown in the Phu Bai Taor. Three VIP
missions were flown carrying the CG, 3rd MARDIV. In the Operation
WSHAWNEE" area, one VIP mission, one resupply,lthree Admin/Liaison, and
two medevac missioﬁs\ware flown, |

Q MAY 1967: Two armed escort missions were flown in suppoft of HMM-163
during medevacs, »oix armed escort missions were flown as medevac chase
in the Operation "SHAWNEE" area, Two armed escort missions were flown
during a troop lift. Eight armed escort missions were flown during

recon team inserts and extracts.vawo medevac missions, five visual
recon, two TAC (A), and two VIP missions were flowm. .Two VIP missions
were flown carrying the CG, 3rd MARDIV. '

10 MAY 1967: Eight armed escort missions wére flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacs, In the Operation "SHAWNEE" area, three visual recon
missions, one Admin/Liaison, and twormedevac missions were flown. Two
armed escort‘missioﬁs and one Admin/Liaison-mission Qere flowm in the

Khe Sanh area.> Eight armed escort missions were flown during recon team
inserts and extracts at Khe Sant, During the emergency extract of a

team from YD756530, 44 2.75" rockets and 18,000 rounds of 7.62 were
delivered fo suppress enemy fire. A slick made three approaches into

the zone, receiving intense fire on each spproach, On the third approach,
the aircraft landed and three members of the team were taken out, leaving
four dead in the zond,

11 MAY 1967: 20 armed escort missions were flown during recon team
5 ' ENCLOSURE (1)
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" inserts-and extracts, One VIP mission was flown carrying the CG,

MARDIV, 1In the Operation "SHAWNEE" area, six armed escort missions were
flown during medevacs, along with two medevac missigns and one visual recon
missiod,.

12 MAY 1967: Two armed escort missions were flown at Phu Bai in support
of HMM=163 during medevacs, 13 armed escort missions weré flbwn in the
Operation "SHAWNEE" area during medevécs. Six armed escort missions were
flown during the insert and extract of the Sparrow Hawk, Four armed
escort missibhs were flown during the emergency‘extract of a recon teamn,
Two TAC (A) missions were flown'ﬁrepingjlandingvzones for troop lift,
Four armed escort missions were also flown in support of the troop lift,
A group of VC were caught in the open ahd fired on, resulting in two
confirmed and six probably KBA, One VIP mission was flown carrying the
CG, 3rd MARDIV. Three other VIP missions were also flown,

13 MAY 1967: ’Six armed escort missions were flown iﬁ support of HMM-163
during medevacs. Eight armed escort missions were flowﬁ during recon
team inserts and extracts, Six armed escort missions were flown during
medevacs in the Operation "SHAWNEE! area, along with one photo mission
and one armed escort mission for a CH-53A picking up a downed aircraft,
Three VIP missions were also flown,

14 MAY 1967: 12 armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacs, Eight armed escort missions were flown during recon
team inserts and extracts., During an extract,aﬁ H-3/ had an engine failw

ure and one armed escort migsion was flown providing cover and escorting
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a CH-53A for a pickup of the dowmed aircraft, One other armed escort mission

was flown during a resupply., Six command and control and one routine
medevac mission were flown in the Operation "SHAWNEE".aréa. One VIP
mission was flown carrying. the CG, 3rd MARDIV and two VIP missions carrying
BGEN Ryan, Six emergencyrmissions were flo@ taking nedical supplies

and blood from Phu Bai to Dong Ha,

MAY, ¢ Six armed escort missions were flowm in support of HMM-163
during medevacs at Phu Bai, and 11 armed escort missions were flown in
the Operation "CHINOOKV area as medevac chase, Eight armed helicopter
missions were flowm by four gunships during a sﬁrike on a village. 48
2.75m rockets and 18,850 rounds of 7,62 were fired, resulting in ten
structures destroyed and five left burning, The Dong Ha detachment flew
three VIP ﬁié§ions carrying BGEN Ryan, one visual recon mission, and one
other VIP ﬁission. 1/ armed escort missions were flown during recon
team inserts and extracts. In the Operation "SHAWNEE"‘area, one VIP
mission, three visuél recon, one medevac, and one artillery spotting
mission were -flown,

16 MAY 1967: TFive armed escort miseions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medeVacs. 22 armed escort missions were flown in support of recon
team inserts énd extracts, during which 67 2,75" rockets and 17,800 rounds
of 7.62 were delivered to suppress enemy fire, One VIP mission and two
Admin/Iiaison missions were flown. 14 armed escort missions were flown

in the Operation "PRAIRIE IV" area during medevacs dnd resupply missions,
The Dong Ha detachment flew two visual recon missioﬁs.
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ee armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163

during medevacs., Six armed escort missions were flown during recon tean
inserts and extracfs. Six armed escort missidns.ﬁere flown in the Operation
WPRAIRIE IV" grea during medefacs,‘resupply missions and recon team inserts
and extractd. Four VIP missions were flown, two visual recon and two
Admin/LiaisonrmissionS..-The Dong Ha detachment flew 13 VIP missions, two
visual recon, and one medevac missioﬁa

18 MAY 196%7: Seven armed escort missions were flown in support.of HMM5163
during medevacs, Two TAC (A) missions were flown in the Operation WPRATRIE
IV area. 16 armed escort‘missions were flown during recon team inserts

and extracts, One Admin/Liaison and one VIP mission were also floun,

The Dong Ha detachment flew three VIP missions andbtwo medevac missions,

MAY : Six armed escort missions were flown in support of MHH-163
during medevacs, 1, armed escort missions were fiown during recon team
ingerts and extracts. Two armed escort missipns were flown during visual
recong, One medevac mission was flown with an armed escort, Five armed
escort missions were flown in the Opefation "PRAIRIE IV" area during
resupply missions and a medevac, The Dong‘Ha defaéhment flew one VIP
mission, o |
20 MAY 1967: Seven armed escort missions were flown in support of HM{-163
during medevacs., Two arﬁed eécortbmissions were flown during recon téam
ingerts and extracts, 21 armed escort miséions were flown in the Operation
NCROCKEIT" area, during which 93 2,75" rockets and 22,050 rounds of 7,62
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were flred in support of infantry units, a recon teap insert and extract,

a resupply mission, and two visual recon missions,

2L MAY 1967: Ten armed escort missions were flown during recon team inserts
and extracts, Six armed escort missions were flown in support of Project
Deltd, 18 armed escort missions were flown in the Operation "CROCKEIT"
area, during which 93 2,75" rockets and 20,000 rounds of 7,62 were fired
in suppdrt of an infantry unit, a troop lift, a recon team insert and
extract, and a medevac,

22 MAY 1967: Seven armed escort,missiohs were flown during recon team
inserts and extracts. Ten armed escort miésions were flown in support

of Project Delta, The Dong Ha detachment flew three VIP missions carrying
the CG, 3rd MARDIV,

23 MAY 1967: TFour armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacs., Ten armed escort missions were flown during recon team
inserts and extracts, Four armed escort missions were flown in support
of Project Delta, _ |

24 MAY 1967: One armed escort missionnﬁas flown in support of HMM-163'>
during a medevac, Four combat cargo missions were [lown in the Phu Bai
Taor, The Dong Ha detachment flew five visual recon missions, The Khe
Sanh detgchment flew eight armed escort missions in support of Operation
"CROCKETT" during a recon team extract and a troop lift,

25 MAY 1967: Six armed escort missions were flown in support of HMY-163
during medevacs., Ten arméd escort mlssions were flown during recon team

inserts and extracts, Two armed escort missions were flown in support

' o . - 'ENCLOSURE (1)
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The Dong Ha detachment flew two Admin/Liaison missions, eight

[

of a CH-53h,
flew four armed escort missions in sﬁpport of a ground unit.

26 MAY 1967: Seven armed escort missions were fléwn in subpbrt of -HMM~163
during medevacs., Eight armed escoft missions.were flown during recon

team inserts and extracts. The Dong Ha detachment flew one visual recon
and one Admin/Liaison mission, Thé Khe Sanh detachment flew ten armed
escort missions during recon team inserts and extracts.

27 MAY 1967: 'Séven armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacs, 14 armed escort nmissions were flown during recon team
inserts and eXtracts. Three armed escort missions were flown during a
fésupply. Seven VIP missions were also flown, Eight armed escért missions
were flown by the Khe Sanh detachment in support of infantry units,

during which 24 2,75" rockets and 7,000 rounds of 7.62 were fired on enemy
positions, .

28 MAY 1967: Five armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacs., One photo recon mission with an armed escort was flown.
Two VIP missions were flown carrying the CG, 3rd MARDIV. Three VIP missions
were flown carrying BGEN METZGER, The Khe Sanh detachment flew 13 armed:
escorﬁ missions during two recon overflys, recon.inserts, a troop lift,

and two resupply missions,

29 MAY 1967: Seven armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacs, Six armed escbrt‘miSSions ﬁere flown during recon team
inserts and extracts, Two VIP missions were flown carrying the CG, 3rd
MARDIV and BGEN METZGER., The Khe Sanh detachment flew ten armed escort

10 ‘ ENCIOSURE (1)
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missions during two resupply missions and recon team inserts and extracts,
30 MAY 1967: Two armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medevacs, Four armed escort missions were flown in support of a
resupply during which a gunship was shot down, Four armed escort missions
were flown providing cover for the downed aircraft, 60 2,75" rockets and
44900 rounds of 7,62 were delivered on enemy poéitions. Six armed escort
missions were flown during recon team inserts and extracts. Two VIP

missions and three armed escort missions were flown carrying BGEN METZGER,

~ One photo recon, one Admin/Iiaison and two armed helicopter missions

searching foﬁ a possible downed pilot were flown, One visual recon

mission was flown in the Dong Ha ared, The Khe Sanh detachment flew eight
armed escort missions in support of recon team inserts and extracts during
which 38 2,75" rockets and 17,300 7,62 were delivered to suppress enemy fire,
31 MAY 1967: Five armed escort missions were flown in support of HMM-163
during medevaés. Six armed aScoft missions were flown during recon team
inserts and extracts, Five VIP missions were flown carrying the CG,

3rd MARDIV and BGEN METZGER, TFive visual recon missions were flown in

the Dong Ha area. Two armed helicopter missions were flown to calibrate

TPQ bombing. The Khe Sanh detaéhment flew 1, armed escort missions

during recon team inserts and extracts,
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PART ITT: SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1. FPersonnel

a. Promotions - One- promoted to Staff Sergeant
- One promoted to Sergeant,
Six promoted to Corporal, and
Three promoted to Lance Corporal,-

b, Twenty Officers joined, and three Officers transferred.
R« Administration

a, No change of command within the Squadron,.

b, No outstanding administrative problems.
3¢ Awards: 1 Certificate of Achievement; ten Purple Hearts,

Casualties. Four men injured when alrcraft shot down while on gun rum,
Tyro men WIA when covering for downed aircraft, (pilot and gumner). One
man WIA while pilot of UHIE MED-EVAC Escort. One man WIA while gunner

of UHIE gunship on gun run. Two men injured, (pilot and crew chief),
while on Divisional Recon, :

8. Intelligence/Counter~Intelligence

de Furing the month of May, WMO-3 second increment personnel were
given an intelligence briefing by the Squadron Intelligence Officer, This
was second increment's initial in-country brleflng.

b, VMO-3 provided low-altitude Photo Recon in support of 3rd Mar Div,
ce FYour situation briefings were given at the Pilots' APM's,

d, During the month of May, the S-2 kept the air crew brlefed on
the situation in I Corps.

9. ir Operation
d, Total hours flown: 95543
~ be Total Gun Hours:. 615.0
¢, Total Slick Hours: 34043
d, Total sorties flown: : 2208
e. Number of medical evac!'s: 31

f. Number of pax carried: - . 590
| 12 . .ENCLOSURE (1)
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(1) - 7.62 Rounds 299,150 =
(2) 2.75 Rockets 1236

11, Special Operations. "Prairie IV", "Beacon Star", "Shawnee",
"Crockett", "Hickory" and "Choctaw",

15. Iraining |
d, General Military Subjects Training., 5 hours of classes were

held on 113 newly joined personnel which consisted of an Intelligence
brief, General area brief, and Weapons indoctrination brief,

be Technical Training, 2,985.7 hours of on the job training wére
accomplished, and 293,2 hours of formal classes were given, -

c. Pilot Trainins, One new PQM was made with NATOPS check this
month. 19 newly joined pilots were given the SOF 1ndoctr1nat10n.

de Crey Chief and Gunner Training, Three Crew Chiefs were NATOPS
checked and qualified, plus eight Aerial Gunners were NATOPS qualified.

€. Bducation., 123 persomnel are enrolled in 139 correspondence courses,

17, Supply

a. Project Ol expenditures for the month of May were $8,672,79.
No unusual expenditures were encountered for this period.

be Project 01 budget estimate for the flrst quarter FY68, was
$64,000,00, This is an increase of $20,000,000 as compared to the 4th
quarter FY67, This increase is due to 19 pilots and predicated on 24
aircraft, .

¢s With the arrival of the 2nd increment this unit now has 87% of
all Special Support Equipment/General Support Equipment.

18, Motor TgansEQrg. 12 vehicles assigned, vere Sowwerd transferred
to MAG-16 (Bravo). ‘

20, -Aircraft Maintenance., Aircraft availability for the month has
averaged 64%. During the month eight aircraft have been added to the
inventory, vhile two were stricken., Aircraft status; 18 aireraft assigned,
14 aircraft available, 4 aircraft in HC, EK and ZULU status,

Since moving the maintenance area to the north side of the field,
problems encountered because of sand has decreased to a certain degree.
The number of NORMS have been kept to a minimum due to the abilities of
the personnel and their willingness to work long hours,. to maintain

13 ENCIOSURE (1) 3
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aircraft availability.

21, Avionics. During the past month the Avionics Section has continued
to receive the majority of the work orders issued by maintenance, With
the increase in temperature the length of operational time of the
equipment has decreased, The sand has been the cause of many malfunctions
in equipment., The high priority item has been the ARC=44 (F.M.). The
ARN-52 is still a hard to come by item., We have three men working in the
H&MS-~16 van which has helped the repair time. We have installed twelve
TAT-101 on the aircraft the past month, With the arrival of the second
increment we have an increase of twenty three men, plus the equipment,
The power problem of line maintenance has been taken care of by the
arrival of two NC-5 power plants,
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