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SECRET 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, lVIarine Aircraft Group 36 

Subj: Chronology of SiGnificant Events from 1 January 1967 through 
31 January 1967. 

Ref: (a) lstMA1:!0 5750.1A 
(b) GruO 5750.1 

1. In accordance with rp.f rences (a) ann (b), the foUoHing is submitted: 

a. Organization data. 

(1) Commanding Officer: Lieutenant Colonel I-I. R. HALONc;y 1-31 
Executive Officer: Major E. J. SMVPLE 1-31 
Operations Gf±:icer: Najor J. H. wALKER 1-31 
Logistics Officer: Najor}). l!'. KELLEY 1-31 
Intelligence Officer: Captain N. E. BUillili 1-31 
Administration Officer: Captain K. K. KERR 1-31 

(2) Narine Observation Squadron Six, Ky Ha, Republic of Vietnam 

(3) Average monthly strength 110 

b. Narrative of significant e~ents occurring during this reporting 
period: 

1 Jan 67. \ifeather held most of the squadron's aircraft on the 
ground on the firs t day of the new year, however lit. ROSS manaf:ed to 
ferry Lt.Gen. KRULAK and party on a tour of the C.P.'s in the Chu Lai 
area. 

3 Jan 67. Captain CHIARAl'IONT3 carried BGen. STILES and party to 
Quang Ngai and returned to the VIP pad. 

Najar DODD I S section BUDT)resped fiT e in ~m,?T)ort of a tJ'O')") lift at 
BS 722420. 
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4 Jan 67. l1ajor lGLL~Y carried RAdmrl ',IHI'i':8 (usN) and BGen UvJ~NS on a 
tour of the Chu Lai - Ky Ha Air Facilities. 

captain S1.iHfBURN carried BGen tH1 (ROlG·iC) to DaNang where the ,a:eneral 
met most of the I Corps Harine Commanders. 

S1:JIl\'J3URN flew Lt.Gen. CHIN (ROKlI[C) and BGen IG.lVI 
Ky Ha and return to ]\1;\G-13. 

I,t. BUSl1G3R fle- Naj.Gen. IDCK",]{SON to various C.P.'s in the 1)aNang ar"A.. 

7 Jan 67. Lt. BOllEN fle',' BGen SnL~S t-1 v,nrinus C.P.'s in thr: Chu Ll"'i 
area. 

Lt. GAR1iER fle'l I'1aj. Gen. NICK~SON to various ~oints j,n ths DaNang aX'c1'l,. 

LtCol. IvIAWNJ..:Y acted a'" 'l'AC(A) and. conducted a landing zone prep in 
support of a 500 man troop lift into BS 792597. rrhe DR-H's and the trans­
port helicopters received fire from several places and the UH-l..!;' s suppressed 
this fire effectively. 

8 Jan 67. Captain BU4'lliE anl, Hajor DLu.;y carried Gen \Iallace Ilf. Gil.BEN~ 
JRo, COlillllandant of the Narine Corps; LtGen 1111.1'1', Haj.Gen NICh-"';~{8UN, BGen 
STILES and parties, on shutde runs between the VIP pad and l'IAI1-12. 'i'he 
party also stopped at several C.P.'s in the Chu Lai 'l'AOR. 

Lt. MHKIN carried fifGen KYL:::: from Phu Bai to YD 532318 and return. 

Lt. B.il.LL.~lfdNr.; acted as 'J.lf~C(A) and led a section in armed escort of a 
landing of 200 troops at TIS 628543. Throu~'hout the day, Lt. BALL;l'iJ'J'IN,~, 
Capt. kUCK, and Lt.,JILJON alternated with sections providing support for 
the Ground troops. Late in the afternoon, the weather deteriorated and on 
the extraction of the troops, Lt. TIAL13NrI~~ had to lead the transport 
helicopters into the pickup zone one group at a time. \!hile the transport 
helicopters ,,,er-) returning to ry Ha, one of them was forced to land p,t 
BS 788835 due to battle damage. Lt. BALr~l.T2nS and Capt. A:?ICIC th'm :?~ovided 

c~'cover \·,i th their see:tions until the dOimed CH-46 could be repaired and 
flmm out of the zone. 

9 Jan 67. i/l8.j. '..TALKER fleu BGen }:JJ1 and n8.rty to various HOK C.P.'s. 

Lt. BALL~NnNE flew BGen S'l'IL;~S to th~) Qwmg Ng3i tropo:: '1')1".;: and while 
wai ting there fIe,. comedienne Hartha RAYE e,nd p2.rty to th"" Q.uang Ngai 
air striIJ. 
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capt S\l1NBURN led a section to cover the retraction of the troops 
from the site of the prRvious days dO','lled CH-46. ~',lhile orbiting the 
zone Capt SlflNBURN's aircraft dre\, fire from BS 781828 an':; his \dngman 
Lt. GARNER immediately fired rockets into tho V.C. 1)oe.itions. Ce.pt 
0 i,!INBURN then expended "Oxwood 114" flight on the spme p02i tions. 

10 Jan 67. Lt. BODEN nevi BGen KD1 (ROKMC) from the ROK C.P. to Chu 
Lai Air Freight. 

Lt. PEL~R00N flew MGen NIC.KErlSUN from the 111 MAP pad to the Hill top pad. 

Lt. ~JILSON began a busy evening for the squadron .... Then his aircraft was 
shot down \-lhile attempting to pickup a Korean Harine mecl-evac in a "hot" 
zone at BS 546867. l1ajor DODll;:. and Lt. BAL1BN'i'INi:: who were overhead at 
the Gime immediately began ahackiIl6 the V.C. positions to protect both 
the dovilled crew and the Korean Narines in the zone. Capts .AH.ICK and S',JINBURN 
arrived on station in time to escort a CH.46 into the zone to pickup the 
crew, and then all four UH-lEs helped escort a "Sparrowhawk" into the zone. 
By this time tIle weather had deteriorated and night had fallen making the 
last portion of the operation an extremely hazardous one. Later in the 
evening, Capt HATERS, operating under e~tremely hazardous weather conditions, 
led the successful evacuation of ten woUnded Koreans in the same area. 

Unfortunately, L/cpl SOUKUP received \'Iounds in the stomach when, flying _"'~ 
as Lt. '.v'ILSON's Cre\'J Chief, he evacuated the dovmed aircraft and came under 
fire in the zone. 

11 Jan 67. J1ajor KELLEY flet! Under Secretary of the Navy M.R. BALD1t.llN 
on a tour of the Chu Lai area. Also aboard the aircraft were }liGen NICKERSON 
and BGen STIL~S 0 

12 Jan 67. Lt. RANKIN fle\! MGen NICK"SRSON around the DaNang a'ea through­
out the day. 

, 13 Jan 67. lI'Iajor lGLL~Y fle\1 BGen STILES to BT 439084 a.n; :>:'eturn to 
the VIP pad. 

14 Jan 67. vlhile inserting a reconnaissance team at BS 693485, Najor 
DODDS' flight received and returned fire at BS 689495. The armed UH-lEs' 
were credited with one confirmed KBA and one probable KBA. 

Operating out of Phu Bai, Lt. HUlL-":;Y lost control of his aircraft through 
\vha t was reasoned 'to be enemy fire striking his control surfaces. rrhe 
aircraft landed in a shell crater among heavy jungle cover and all of the 
crew emerged alive but~injured. Major HENDRIX the UH-IE section leader 
spotted the downed aircraft \.hen the occuiJants threw out a smoke grenade, 
and he remained on station directing the rescue efforts. 
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17 Jan 67. Lt. BALL:;!;liI'l'DlF. fl8\~ BGen STILES from the VIP lEd to 
Tam Ky and returned. 

18 Jan 67. Lt BGDEN ne\·' BGen KI'M (ROKHC) fl"Om the ROK C.P. to Q.uang 
Ngai and returned. 

L:ajor DODDS 'l'AC(A) , d for the neutrali7-ption of 50 cr<liber ,..,op-i tions 
at BS 473854. The armed UH-l~s' took and rGturned fiTe in the area. 

Operating out of Phu Bai, Capt CHIARANOl"i'fS led a fection in mpport 
of an emert)'ency reconnaiscan(!e t am rstF8.ction at YO 558233. The armed 
illl-1Es' placed suppressive fire on V.C. positions near the zone and the 
transport helicopters effected the retraction unscathed. 

Later in the day Capt CHIAHAl10l~TE joined on Lt. itAlJKIN's ioTing for 
another emergency retraction at YC 906996. 

19 Jan 67. Lto RU:::ki flevl BGen S'l'ILES and p;.rty to several C.P.s in 
the Chu Lai complex. 

Capt KERR flew BGen KIN on a tour of the HOK unit CP' s, and received 
fire from BT 3217. 

Lt RAl~(IN flew BGen KIM (ROKMC) on a tour of the Korean C.P.'so 

21 Jan 67. Lt. ROSS received fire on an approach to Nui Dau (BS 874325) 
\.ith BGen STILBS aboard. 

Capt \JArJ.'l;;RS was leading a section in sU1Port of a troop lift when 
the helicopters took fire from BS 455763. The UH-1E's returned fire 
and Capt BURKE flying the number two position recorded 1 V.C. confirmed 
KBA. 

22 Jan 67. Lt. THN1'CH8R flev! BGen KIM (ROKHC) and 'Pprty from Chu Lai 
to the ROK C.P. 

23 Jan 67. Capt S\v'INBURN flG~l BGen KIM from ROK C.P. to Chu Lai 
and return to Chu LaL 

Lt. RUSS flew BGen STIL.8;3 from the VIP tad to BT 325178 and returned. 

24 Jan 67. Lt. ROSS flew BGen STIL~S to BS 562958, 130 573922 and 
return to the VIP pad. 

Hajor liliLLEY flew 13Gen Kn! (ROKJI1C) on tours of the Korean Narine 
Corps C.P.'s. 

J.Iajor :JuDD;:; launched on an emergency 'l'AC(A) mission in response to a 
report by "Donahue" of V.C. in the open at BS 458713. 1I1ajor })ODDS con­
trolled the expenditure of Oxwood 137 fliGht who recorded 8 confirmed 
KBA's. The armed UH-IE's, received and returned fire in the same area 
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and were credited with 2 confirmed KBA's. 

25 Jan 67. Lt. ROSS fle l BGen STILES to Quang Ngai and return. 

capt OLSON and Lt. BODEN vlere both scrA,mbled with sec tionf' to aSfi2t 
a J'lIarine Force under attack at BS 633952. i'lhen a transport helicopter 
was shot dOvill in the zone, all UH-IEs' expended their ordnance on the V.C. 
positions and capt OLSON controlled the expenditure of Oxwood 146 flight and 
Swiss 064 flight. 

26 Jan 67. capt !RICK led a section to support a road survey crew L 
that had corne under heavy enemy attack at BS 793409. The utI-I~s received 
fire from several locations and-' used their ordnance for suppression. 
Capt !RICK also controlled four flights of A-4's in attacks on V.C. bunkers 
and trench complexes. 

Capt StllNBURN while on a med-evac mission to pickup wounded Marines 
from the above action near Duc Pho, diverted to assist in the attempted 
rescue of a downed 0-1 pilot at BS 793397. \Jhile an Army utI-IE Slick 
landed at the site, Capt SV/UrBURN orbited overhead expending his ordnance 
on V.C. who v,ere aiming heavy fire at both the Army UH-IE and the ll[arine 
UH-IE. The 0-1 pilot could not be found at the wreckage site and the 
Army co-pilot took a round through the leg before leaving the zone. 

27 Jan 67. Lt. ROSS flew BGen STIL~S from Chu Lai to DaNang and return. 

Lt. SAUNDERS fle.v RAdmr 1 COivAN (USN) from Chu Lai to "C" Med to DaNang. 

lVhile Capt BURKE vTaS leB,ding an e2cort on a recon retraction at BT 
136064 the helicopters took fire which the DR-Hip returned. Capt BURKE 
then controlled Ox,wod 02 flie;ht in a strike on the V.C. ,ositions. The 
UH-IE's recorded three probabl~ KBAts. 

28 Jan 67. Lt. GARNER's Aection 1:ar- escorting a recon team insertion 
at BT 239143 when the team received fire in the zone after leaving the 
helicopters. Lt. GARNER suppressed the enemy fire by controlling two flights 
of fixed wing in strikes on the V.C. positions. 

LtCol HALUN'0Y and Najor HEAL]) led sections as armed escort for the 
transport helicopters on the lift into B3 814388 to begin Operation DeSoto. 
The tranSlJort helicopters received fire on the lift and LtCol l'U\.LONt:Y 
controlled Oxwood 132 flight on a strike at BS 825404. 
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The ground troops, almost immediately 8.fter leaving the landing zone, 
ran into extremely heavy enemy opposition and Major ~~ALD Vlho had relieved 
LtCol IV[A.LON~;Y as the TAC(A) on sta hon, began control Ung fbed dng 
aircraft in strikes on the enemy por'litions. 1;Jith the initiallp,nding 
completed, Vl'10-6 was on its \\fay to breaking several souadron records; 
both for hours flown, and for fixed "ing aircrp.ft expended in one day. 

Throughout the remainder of the day and into the night, s~uadron pilots 
remained on station acting as TAC(A)'s. Major HEALD expended four flights 
of fixed wing from 0745 to 1322. Capt ARICK expenaed t\IO flights from 1000 
to 0225. capt BARTLEY expended eight flights from 1130 to le20. 11ajor 
·vlA.LKillt expended five flights from 1400 to 2030. Captain VJA'lI;!;RS expended 
three flights from 1740 to 2338 and Lt. BALL.i!:N'i'INE expended two flights 
from 2000 to 2345. At midnight, VMO-6 had logged 127.2 flight hours and 
had expended twenty seven flights of fixed wing. 

29 Jan 67. The Squadron TAC(A) support for Operation DeSoto continued 
ilTi th Capt SllDfBURN relieving Capt .A:aICE on station at 0145. Between 0145 
and 0400 Capt SiJINBURN expended t.hree flights of fixed wing, and between 
0400 and 0600 Ltcol HALONEY expended one night. Fr om approximately 2400 
until daylight, the UH-IEs and the flareships overhead received continuous 
air bursts at various altitudes and locations. 

The operational area remained relatively quiet from daybreak until 1100 
when capt BARTL~Y began escorting several troops lifts and resupplys into 
the area. The helicopters received fire from various sources and Capt 
BARTLEY expended Oxwood 341 at BS 815405. The IDi-lE's while expending at 
the same place we::e credited vii th t\;O KBA' s by the ground troops. 

capt WA7ERS assumed the TAC(A) role at 1400 and by 180" had eypended 
two more flights of fixed wing on the area. 

ElseVlhere in the Chu Lai area, Lt. ROSS fl'" \ BGen STIrn S from Chu Lp i 
to Quang Ngai and returned. 

30 Jan 67. Lt. 1WS8 r.gain fle\f BGen 8'lIILES to Quang Ngai and return • 

. LtCol HALUN.EY acted as TAC(A) for a lift into BS 683937. He expen(~ed 
three nights of fixed wing on the landing zone prep and one flie',ht on 
snipers positions at BS 655935. 

Najor HEALD TAC(A) I d to support several emert.;·ency med-evacs in Operation 
Desoto expending Oxwood 08 for fire suppression. 
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Captain ARICK was launched as the l~ader of a gunbird section to escort 
two emergency recon team retractions. The helicopters took fire on both, 
and the UH-IE's expended their ordnance in suppression. Capt A~ICK also 
expended Condole 054 on V.C. positions at BS 446715. 

31 Jan 67. Capt OLSON acted as on stp.tion TAC(A) thrClughout the morning 
for Operation DeSoto. He expended five flights of fixed \'ling on ta.rgets 
in the area. 

iVIajor H8AlJ) relieved Capt OLSON on station and expended Oxwood 130 
flightsHon BS 824395. 

Lt. ROS~ flew BGen 0~IL~0 from Chu Lai to the ROK C.P. and return. 

Capt ARICk. led a section in supj)ort of a troop retraction from BS 729762. 
\ihen the transport helicopters received mortar fire in the zone, the illI-IE's 
spotted the flashes and expended Swiss 062 flight on the positiona. 

c. Squadron statistics for period 1 January through 31 January 1967. 

(1) Aircraft Assigned 24 (Includes 3 in PAR) 
(2) Average Daily Availability 16 
(3) Flight hours 1200 
(4) I1issions 558 
(5) Sorties 2,744 
(6) Ton Cargo 00 
(7) Troops/Passengers 472 
(8) Med Evacs 6 
(9) Flights of fixed wing controlled 90 
(10) Iled "'Jvac :2scort 221 
(n) Klondike KBA Confirmed Total from 1 sept 65 - 602 

to 31 January 1967. 
l<"'rom 0730, 28 January 1967 to 2400, 31 Janu:ory 1967 the: srurdron had 

the foUoHing totals for Operation DeSoto: 

Sorties 
Tasks 
Hours 
Flights of fixed wing expended 
7.62 ammunition expended 
2.75" rockets expended 

205 
79 

125.1 
42 
17,950 
355 

d. 'i'he following a\vards ",ere presented during January 19b7: 

lliajor II. E. DODDS - The Distinguished Flying Cross 
79 Air lVledals 
Gunnery Sergeant \1. T. FORSYTffi1 - The Navy Commendation lVIedal 
6 Purple Hearts 
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e. The fol1mling p_rsonnel w<-ore promot:::d to their -;;Jresent ranks 
during the month of January 1967: 

Richard C. AULrll 
1annie J. BARRAN 
Guadalupe G. CuN~~RAS 
Robert i1. CRU'rCHl!ll 
Thomas N. l!'M{LEY 
Bruce T. GOSSAR 
Arden Do HAAS 
Terry 1. HULSE 
Donald J. ivIILL::i!l. 

Jerry F. DEHAHT 
Donald D. DOHmRT 
Jimmy R. EVANS 

i-iAJOR 

Ronal dE. HE1I.IJ) 

CuRPOHAL 

LANCE CORPORAL 
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i"lax R. NIClGlI.SON 
Jerry H. POPE 
John J. RIGGI 
Jimmy 1. ROR,,'RSON 
Richard H. SOUKUP 
Lonnie P. \J:CSSON 
Harold A. llliIPPLE 
Richard \fOER'fZ 

James R. KING 
Nicky E. 10'.'1 ~RY 
Ronald L. RUSSOM 
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