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Part I: Organizational Data

1e Commanding Officer and Stail-wivh inclusiv: daves:
Commanding Officer: ILieutepant Cclonel W{!liam J. WHITE 1~31Janb8
.'.Executive Officer: Major Beriram A. MAAS 1~31Jan68
Operations Officer: Major Arthur C. CRANE-~31Jen68
Loglistiecs Officer: Major Rohert L, NEFF ¢-.31Jan68
Intelligence Officer: Captaln Gwegory. A. MCADAMS 1-31Jané8

Administrative Officer: Chlef Warrant Offser Pdwin R. VAUGHN
~7 1~31Jant8

3. TUnit location with inclusive dates: o

Quang Tri, Republic of Vietnam 1=31Jan68 .

3¢ Average nonthly sguadron strength::

MARINE OFFICERS MARINE ENLISTED NAVAL CFPICERS NAVAL ENLISTED TOTAL

37 165 1 70 203
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PART I1: Narrative & Yo @I
the reporting period,

- Highldghts occuxxing during

1 January 1968. The new year started off somparatively quiet with ne
gignificant actisn $aking place.

2 Januery 1968. Routine Med Evacs and reconnaissance team inserts occu-
piled the day. No significanr action, ‘

4 January 1968. LtCel, WHITE led a section of gunshlps in escorting Space
and High Boy ailrcraft on ww: emergency extractions ef reconnaissance teams
today. Enemy fire was suppressed svfficiently anough te enable the pick-
ups to be made without azuy injury or damage T personnel er aircraft.

5 Jammary 1968, Capt. DUPONT's section of Hueys, detached te Special
Forces and eperating out of khe Sanh, escorted a flight ef thrce Army
slicks and twe Marine H-34's in an attempt te recever the bodies of ten
pareons killed when their Army slick was shot down. The mission had te
1< aborted due te intense 50 Cal. and 37mm fire in the erea.

6. Jatvaeny 1968, LtCol. WHITE, flying an aircraft equipped with AFD geer,
recelved a high roading in a free-fire zone. Capt. KUFELDT's section of
gunships immedintely expendcd ewduance ¢n the position end while the pre-
babllity ef kills is high, thepe was, unfortunately, no way to get an
accurate BDA,

8 January 1968. Maj. GERARD's sectlon was called out today to help out
one of Fire Railder's reconnaissance teame in heavy contact. Suppressive
fire from the gunships onaricd the friendly forees to break contact and
resulted In one confirmed XBA, :

10 Jonuary 1968. Maj. CRANE's section of gunships worked for Southern
Charlie who had some enemy troops in the open, Although Mij. CRANE's
alrcaraft took one hit from small erms fire, he more then made up for it
by getting seven eonfirmed KBA's.

12 January 1968. MaJ. WORKMON spotted two geperate groups of boets on
the river after curfew during the night TAOR sweep, Although he expended
his ordnance on these targets no accurate BDA was posslble due to darkness.

14 January 1968. iaj. WORKION wag busy again today as his section was
ocalled upon to assist recon tean Eeyride who was in heavy contact with the
enemy. After expcending most of his ordnsnce on the eneny pogition, which
was within fiftcen meters of the Sriondlys, Maj. WORKMOB was joined by
encthor section of gune led by Waje. GERARD. Undor this cover the CH-46 was
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able to make an swbraction of the “oezm. Hayrade gove the Cadaver flight

o BDA of ten confirmed «CA's, une wachii: gun pesiiion destroyed and one
secondary explosion c¢f wrlmown giz: 212d culor,

16 January 1968. LtCol. WHITE's sex<ion oroo ader woavy fire while
asslsting in the cucwgener cxtraciicn of recomiaissance team Bus Stop.
The team was succesefully puller cus and gave £ BDA of one confirmed KBA.

18 January 1968, Capt. DTPOM) recelved two Lils on his aircraft today

while flying wing on LtCcl. WHITE during a mod evac sscort mission for
"Darting Star". In ratallwiion the sechlon pouved suppressive fire on the
area and were later given five contirmed KBA by the ground troops. Iater

in the day "Darting Star” 1xain came into heavy contact and this time =2
soetion of gunshipe led by Capt. MCADAMS went %o their eupport and sccount-
ed for ninc more KBa confirmod. Cept, MCMILLAN, flying med cvee chase,
received two hits in his aiveratt while adding three nore confirmed IBA's

to today's total. The next day Darting Star 6 confirmed 5, KBA for this sgdn.

19 Jamuary 1968. Capl. XUFTLUD, while #lying = "sniffer! mission west

of Khe Sanh recsived heavy autcratic weapons tire from a ridge line he was
chocking cut, His chase birds, Cadaver 4-20 and 4-21 dglivered suppreesive
fire on %arget and then Smitly lutel,; shoard Cadaver 4-2C, called in fixed
wing apd artillory fire on the zone.

20 January 1968. Maj. WORKMAN's section of guns, working out of Khe Sanh,
were called in to suppress {ire for "“Indin-14" while Frosty Geld went in

for med evacs., ZFrosty Gold zoosived heavy fire from an encmy occupied tres
line and was shot down but =il the crow was rocovered. The Cadavor flight
twice expended all orduanc. on the ivee line and ran four scts of fixed wing
on targets Ground tr.ops Latcr reporbed gixty confirmsd KB4 with 100 more
probable. Capt. COBB gots cradit todny for picking up an A-4 pilct whese
aircraft was shot down oper~iing in the Khe Sanh arca. ' '

21 January 1968, Capt. FLIRFIBLD hea? some rother lucky shocting teday,
Launched on & post mainvenance hop to test fire guns and rockets, he re-
ceived free-fire coordinates from Fire Raider. 4Lfter firing his guns, Capt.
FAIRFIBELD expended his rockats and preduced 2. seconfary explesion. Reported
same o Flre kalder, LAttack on Khe Sanh starts® this merning, Cedaver 4-21
piloted by Capi. HAFLEY, received minimal damage and was shle to return to
Quang Tri, /
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22 January 1968, Working out of Khe Sanh, Capt. KGFELDT™s section assis-
ted in several emergency recormsissance tcam ex*:actions and In searching
area for enemy gun p9sitions. Jate in the day, an F-4 pilot was shot down
while on a beombing un buat Caph. KUFELDT was ahle to rlck the pilot up
immediately. Quang Tri airfield voolk Lacoming mortacs.

23 January 1968. Maj. STETLE's alwcraft received limited structural damage
from an incoming 82mm nortar while re~arming &t Khe Sanh, More incoming at
Marine Quang Tri.

24 January 1968, Constant TAOR sweep during hours of darkness, assisted by
Basketball flare shipe. Opewstions at Khe Sanh continued to be seriously
hampered by inconing mortars and rockets.

25 January 1968, Several flights spotted small groups of enemy soldiers
(two to five persons per group) and although fire was received and returned,
no BDA could be acguired. :

26 January 1968. Most of the air action today took place in the Khe Sanh
TAGR with Cadaver aircraft taking fire from many different positions. Sev-
eral flights of fixed wiug were under comtrol bub accurate assessment of
damage was imposaible to obtnju due to heuvy enemy activity. Marine Quang
Tri subjectod'to approximately seventy-five 122mm rockets egarly this morning.
A sectiom of gunships silenced one enemy firing position,

<{ Jawmuary 1968. llare incoming mortars at Quang Tri.

28 Jamuary 1968, Same as yesterday.

29 Januiry 1?68. Capt. COBS was flying the "sniffer" aircraft today and had
several readings west of Guang Tris. He expended his chase gunships in one
area and fixed wing on anotier.

}O January 1968. Incoming mortars at quang Tri. Low ceilings limit effect=
iveness of night TACR swosps.

31 Janusry 1968. The month ends much as it began, with a relatively quiet
day-~but a lot has happened in betwcen.
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Part TII: Significant Events

ts The following personnel were promoted to their present rank during the
month of January 1668,

In _CGLPPAIN
D' W. PRICE

TO LANCE COEPORAL

Je. B, PIERCE
C. M, THCRNTON
J. L. UNTHANK
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