
 

--. 'r -­, 

• 
DECLASSIFIED 

MilliINE OBSERVATION SQUiJ>HON • 
Marine Aircraft Group 36 
1 st M:-'1Xine Aircraft Wing 

Fleet Marine Force Pacific 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

3 :1I.CC: jet 
5150-1 
Ser: 03A03568 

,.. I 
$ fl ," .' - " j' 1 i ; 1.0 

4 February 1968 
CopYLof..kL 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, rVlarine Aircraf-i; Group 36 

Subj: Command ChronoloBY for the period 1-31 January 1968; submission 
ot 

Ref: 1stMAWO 5750.1C 
GruO 5150.1A 

Part I; Organizational Data 
Part II; Narrative Summary of Significant Highlights 
Part III; Signifioant Events 

1. In ac~ordMce with references (a) and (lP), Enclosures (1) through 
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1. Commandmg Offioer and Siaf:'-wiiJh illClusivUlates: 
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Commanding Officer: Lieutel1ant Cc10nel I.:'U .. llam .J. WHITE 1-31.Jan.68 

Executive Officer: Major Beriram A. MAAS 1-31J:a.n68 

Operationa Officer: Major Arlh'llr C .ClUiliE.,../;-31.Jan68 

Logistics Officer: Major Robert L. NEFF ~.:31Jan68 

Intelligence Officer: Capt~ GJilegory. A. r!CADAMS 1-31Jan68 

AdminiErlrati va Officer: Chief Warrant Of£,:,~ $dwin R. VAUGHN 
..... :. . 1~31Jan68 

2. Unit location with mel u.si ve':d:ates: 
-' '., 

~ 

Q.1l8l1g Tri, Hepublio of Viet!'alll1"'31Jal:6S,' 

3. Average oontbly sq""tdron strength:' 

M.l'J/INE OFFICERS MI\RINE ENLISTED ~TAV.AL OFFICEH3 N';VATJ ENLISTED TOTAL 
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1 January 1968. The new year started off :Jomparatively quiet with n~ 
significant ac~i~n taki.ng place. 

2 January 1968" Routine Hed Evacs 9Jld reounnaissanoE;- team inserts oocu-
pied the day. No signi.fiC6.11r aoti·:m. . 

4 •7ru1wu:.Y 19684 LtCol. WHITE led '3. secticm of gunsblps in escort.ing Space 
a.il H.tgb Boy a.i.ro::r:al't on "tw.~_ emergency extraotions 8£ reconnaissance teams 
tod93. Enemy fire was snppressed 8L1..fficientl,jr ax •. :r:1gh h enable the pick­
'IlPS to be made without allY injury or damage t" personnel or aircraft. 

5 Jan1lli xy ';968. Capt. DUPOHTi s seotion of Hueys, detaohed te Speoial 
Foroes and (lperating out of &">.e Sanh, escc-rted a flight ef th+'ec Army 
slicks and tWl') Max!ne H-34' s in an attemp'/i to reo.ver the bodies of ten 
.rt~:rsons k.Uled 'IIhen theix Army slick was shot down. The mission had to 
,.<;) abo:r-tild due teo intense 5(~ Cal. and 37mm fire in tho area. 

6 .• To.lLllC.1.:J'" 1968. LtCol. \1HJTE, flying on a.j.rcra.n equippod with APD gee:r,· 
received a h:l.eh J;'"o.i!';.ne' in a free-fire z;one. Capt. KUFELDT's seotion of 
gunships inuned:i.a.toly expandod O:l:ilil/",no0 c.n the positi.on o.nd while the pre­
bability ()f kills is high, thene was, U1j.forLl1Ur~toly 1 no w~ to get an 
accurl1.to EDA. 

8 January 1968. Haj. GBRARJ)' s section was called out tod€\y to help out 
one of Fire Raider's reconnAissance teams in heavy contact. Suppressive 
fire from the gunships onp.c..i.F)d the friendly foroos to break contact and 
rc su1 ted in one confirmed REA ~ 

10 J~nuary 1968. Maj. CRANE's section of gunships worked for SO'llthcrn 
Charlie who had some enemy troops in the open. Although M~j. CRANE's 
aircraft took one hit from smBoll arms .fire, he more than made up for it 
by getting seven flonfirmed KBA's. 

12 'January 1968. Maj. vlORKHOH spotted two seperate groups of boa.ts on 
the river after cu.rfew during tho night TAOR sweep. Although he expended 
his ordnance on thoSG tflrgnts no aucurato BDA WaS possiblo due to darkness. .. 

(( 14 January 1968. H'1j. ivORKIlON "ms busy A.gt3.in toda1 as his seotion was 
.' oalled upon to assist rocon tee.m Hay:d.do who was in heavy oontA.ct with tho 

enemy. After expG11.ding most of his ordnanoo on the enenw position, which 
was wi thin fifteen r.lQters of tr.u .L:r:-j ondlys, Haj. WORKMON- was joined by 
anothol:' s0c'!:;ion of gtL.'1S IGrl "l.Jy j~rd.j. GERJJ.m. Undor this cove:!:! the CH-46 lfas 
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able to make an '3'ii:t:Ci':'C I;:J()~~ 01 t~<: ·:u2.m. HftF'.u1r. gore the Cadaver flight 
a. BDA of ten confirmed ,<LA.' .'J.' ,me.1'1ohiL= gun ,tJo').i.iion destroyer'!. and one 
secondary oxplosion cf lu·.knol'lll t:dz;,; ';,~d (.u.LOT.. 

16 January 1968. LtCol. UHITE: s 3e~'-;io·., ..:~C'Q):.l'ie.t' '.i¥'.vy firG whilo 
assisting in tho c:.,c:,:g0ni::~r ~)Y.t:r:"c'i;:; ('.1\ oi r0 ... \C'n':"i.<1~"Roanco toa!!! Bus Stop. 
Tho toam WRS succobsfully pulbr~. em; and ,",'':l.iie r. BlM of ono confirmed KBA. 

18 Ja.nuary 1968. Capt. J/JPClJ,t'l' :~eceiv"3n '[;''';0 ~1'!.~'3 on his "lircrftft today 
while flying wing on Ltccl. 1·.JHJ'J:E thlT .tng' 8. mor1. 0vaO '}scor ~ mission for 
''Dart1ng st~rr". In l.'fclt'11 L~~:;Jn tb.Ei so.;;t~ 01'. 'p(i[u:ed supprGssivc fire on the 
area RIld were ]..<j;ter given :i'IO (.oll.(Jt:I!lCd I\BA 1::~' the ground troops. 18.tcr 
in tho c1A.y trD~t;.ing St"l.r·: ·lfs'::l.in camo into hoA.vy contact and this time I'L 
scction of gunships 113(1 'by Cnpt. l~CADAr·1S went to tll0ir SU1);;ort ""nd a.ccount­
cd for nine more KB.A confirc.'.)lJ.. Cf'.pc. l'1CMILLi'.N, flying mod. GV8.C cha.se, 
recGived two hits in his 8.i:r:cmf't while an.dh)g three noro confirmed llEl;' s 
to today1 s total. The next day Darting Star 6 confirmed 54 KBA for this sqdn. 

19 Ja.nua.ry 19680 CapL :iCllFSl..:jl~, whilo :t'lyinb' r-. "sni.l::Gj~1I mi8sion \-Tost 
of Khe Sanh :reoeived hoavy [lUCCI.l"l8.t:l.C we-'tpons U.:r:e ::rom a ridge line he was 
ChOCKi.l1g' out. His chase bi:r:da, CI-l.(t8.ver 4-20 ::l.nr'1 4-21 ,l,olivorecl. suppl.'ofJsivQ 
f irQ on t'.:r:got and thon Sm-r·I;'~y 11(, kJ, .'1t,c),rl.:rrl (!.qd"'.II'or 4-2C 1 called in fixed 
"jng n.nd artj lL..::r:y 1'j1.'2 on Jcho :&01£·. 

20 Januaxy 1968. Maj. VlOF.KI'1.'\.N' f-1 sOCtiO;l of guns, working out of 1(ho Sanh, 
were callari in to eu)?pr.ec;" fire fOT ':inr'!iB.-14" while Frosty Gold wont in 
for mecl QVaC6. ]':ror.:ty Gold :::c.;Or;;iVcd he:ovy fire from nn enemy occupied treo 
line and wns shot down tu'c t~.Ll the crow 1mS rocovered. The CA.cl8.vot flight 
twicv o:lqlcndud all oreJ't1rmc.. (Y:). the -L:;; e8 Uno and rl1.Il four sots of f ixod wing 
on to.rgot. Ground tr.,I,;ps :~.Idc:r: reportor1. sixty cnnfirm:Jci I\Bi. with 100 more 

/ I probp.,blo. OR-pt. CO:aB gats c:V'·./lit todn.y fo:r picking up AJ1 A-4 pilct whc-se 
/ i eircrl:'ti't W2.S Ghot down opor"'.t::'n{-; in the Khe 5Mb nroa. 

2'/ JAnu.q,ry 1968. CA.pt ~ F,~.1Rl"rr"L] hp.A some re-ther lucky- shooting t00.<,_y. 
1~unchcd on I'l. P'Jst I:}n.inGotl?...l1ce hop to test fire g'U."lS anr1.. rockots, he 1.'0-
coi vee. £:reo-firo COt\L'(~:LnFttos fr():rl 11'i:re R8.ir1e:j.!. Af'~e:r firing his g'lmS, Capt. 
FflJRF'IELD exponr1.ec his rockG+;s !=i.nr' pronuccr'l '3. r:lccc'n~ary oX;,:->lcsion. Rcporter'l 
Sfl.r.19 to Fire It::.ifler. :~ +.t·qck rn Illio S,.,,,nh st:9X ter_ tids morJting. Cp,.r:1A,ver 4-21 
pilotod by Capt. H./iNLEiY, roceivo(l I'linim;tl n::wnam pnd was able to return to 
Quang Tri. 
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22 January 1968. Working out of Kha San..~, Capt. 1GJ.FELDT's section aiSsis­
ted in several emergenr:y reco!'..naisbunce t:';aJll eX-';lactions and in searching 
area for enemy gun P9Si -r;ion.l3. JJate in the day ~ a..'1 F-4 pilot was shot down 

/
f while on a bombing ::un bu~ Cap~, Kl,'F:z!;IJ)lV .... :as abJ.e to TIck the pilot up, 

immediately. Q'.mng T::i D.i:r.·fj.eld.cook .i:;.comir..g 1:JOl.''C8:Cb. 

23 January 1968. Maj. STE:SLEI b ai":.'erait rece':''lTf>d limited structural damage 
from an incoming 82mm mortar while re-arm:i.ng at The Sanh. More incoming at 
Marine Quang Tri. 

24 January 1'968. Constrori;; T!i:JR s\,;eep during hou.rs of darkness, assisted by 
Basketball flare ship. OP2:L'I1,tJons at Khe S~nh continued to be seriously 
hampered by incoming mortr,rJ and rockets. 

r .* .. 
25 ,Tamt'U'y 1968. Several flights spotted small groups of en.emy soldiers 
(two to five persons per gro·,).p) and although fire was received and returned, 
no BDA could be acquired. 

26 JA.U'l.l,:'lrY 19680 r-1ost of the air action today took place in the Rhe Sanh 
TAOR with Cedaver aircraft taking fira from many different ~ositions. Sev­
er~l flights of f.bred wJl.lg were unnpr control bu!' accurate assessment of 
damage was imp0ssible to obt'1jlJ due to he Ii vy eIlGl!ly acti vi ty. Marine Quang 
Tri s'l.lbj~atod to apIU'oximately seventy-five 12~'!lIll rockets early this morning. 
A .sectiollJ of gunships silence'it one enemy firing position. 
i.'( Jo.UUf.L1:y 1966. ~!():re :i.nuoP.line: mortars at Quang Tri. 

28 Janu?~y 1968. Same as yesterday. 

29 JanUll'Y 1968. Capt .. COBo "ras flying the "sniffer" aircraft today and had 
several readings west of Qua::g Tri. He ex-pended his chase gunships in one 
area and fixed wing on P...not:18r. 

30 J:muary 1968. Incoming mo:::tAXs at Q.uang Tri. Low ceilings limit effect­
iveness of night T1WR SWOGps. 

31 January 1968. The month ends muoh as it begRn, "lith R. relatively quiet 
day--but a lot h",.s happ~ned in betv;oen. 
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10 The following personnel were r,:.'·-:Goted to trJ(.H.L·p:ceS('>nt rqnk during the 
month of January 1~68o 

D. W. PRICE 

J. E. PIERCE 
C. M. THORN/fON 
J. .L • Ul'lTHt.u~ K 

10 J:ll}TCE CORPORJiL 
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