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1. Corm:landing Officer a.nl Staff with inclusive dates: 

COOl1.'1anding Officer: Ha.jor B. A. 11A!1S, 1-30 April 1968 

Executive Officer: Najor C. E. CANNOn" 1-30 April 1968 

Operations Officer: Najor F. J. RO~J1.AND" 1-30 April 1968 

Logistics Officer: llIajor R. L. NEFF" 1-30 April 1968 

Intelligence Officer: Ca.ptain T. ALEXANDER" 1-30 April 1968 

J\dninistrative Officer: Captain D. H. DUPONT J 1-30 April 1968 

2. Unit LOcation with inclusive dates: 

Quang Tri" Republic of Vietnam, 1-30 April 1968 

3. Aver age monthly squadron strength: 

II.1'..RINp. OFFICE:1f3 HAHINE BHLISTz..D. NINfIL OFFICERS NAVAL EELISTED . ~ 

34 159 o 194 
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Part II: IJarrative SUllUllal"Y of Significant Highlights occurring 
during the reporting period. 

1 April 1968. Seawortlw 4-20 and 4-21 started the mOnth off with 
a bang by delivering 5? rockets and 5000 rounds of 7.(Y..mn upon 
fortified enemy positions after receiving heavy automatic weapons 
fire. The escort of the Swift transports for tho resupply of 
frill 001 proceeded smoothly. 

2 AEril 1968~ Khe Sanh still a hot area. Seaworthy fli&1t 4-20 
and 4-21 provided TAe (A) control of Dusty 8-1 at )(J)809422, an 
enemy automatic weapons positionl and expended 69 rockets and 
8000 rounds of 7.62mm of their own in suppressive fire. Transport 
aircraft were able to complete their assigned missions in the area. 

;3 AEril 1968. In coordination with HMM ... 262, ~1ajor T'fORKl!JAN, 
piloting Seawortlw 4-20, reconn.ed an LZ at YD14651l~ fCll:' the 
insertion of Gold Lemon India. Seaworthy lv-2!J then directed 
the air prep of the selected zone. The troop insert was completed 
smoothly as 4-20 and 4-21 provided additional suppressi va fire 
around the zone in the fom of 28 2.75 rockets and 2500 rounds 
of 7.62mm. 

4 April 1968. Seaworthy It-20 and 4-21, in support of Operation 
Pegasus, provided armed cover for transports picking up med-evacs 
at Hill 471. Both UH-34' sand CH-461 s were effective~ covered 
as OUr thirty med-evaes were lifted from the zone. In their 
spare time Seaworthy flight expended ordnance on an active .50 
cal position north of Hill eel while covering the resupply of 
the hill. 

5. APril 196$. Again in support of Operation Pegasus, vuo-6 
flew a total of 00 sorties, 44.7 .flight hours and e:xpended 135 
:rockets and 16,300 rounds of 7.62mn. Seaworthy 4-20 and h-21 
and 4-23 received fire twice but no hits were taken. 
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£'...£I.pril 1968. Grasshopper ilE", a 131 man unit,l"laS inserted by 
Seaworthy'4-20 and 4-21 a.ftel' the LZ had been prepped by fixed­
wing aircraft.. After insertion of the first ,move, heavy small 
arms, mortar and some artillery fire ,vere received by Grasshopper 
"Ell. SeaWorthy moved the LZ to a new location and the insert was 
ccmpleted. However, the area lias much hatter tl1an expected and the 
entire 131 men were extracted under fire. 

Z Mg'il 196q. . A relatively uneventful day for Operation Pegasus. 
SCal'lOrthy 4-2.0,,4-21, 4-22,,4,..,23 expended 74 rockets and 4,500 
rounds of 7.62mm, and flew a total of $6 sorties and .32.6 flight 
hours on this operation alone. 

is l\ErU 1968. A bus,." day for the whole squadron. VHo-6 escorted 
b med-evacs, carried 15 passengers, expended 191 rockets and WOO 
rounds of 7.62rnm while flying 142 sorties and 51.6 flight hours. 
These sorties were in support of Operations Pegasus and Lancaster 
and the continuing resupply of the Kho Sanh hills • 

..2.:J2riJ.. 196.0. At Khe Sanh, Seaworthy 4-20 was effective in 
suppressing an enemy automatic weapons position which had already 
inflicted "Strike" da.rnage on one transport. SubsequentlYI med-evacs 
were evacuated fran lIi1l 661 and resupply was acccmplished w.i.thout 
incident •. 

).0 .\p"rjJ._J 96~., A rather quiet day as VEO-6 flew in support of 
Opera.tions Pegasus and Lancaster. A total of 102 sorties and 34.9 
flight hours were flown, 

11 ,:~P£i}.. ,196[3,. While returning from lehe Sanh after launching to 
cover an emergency med-evac mission by Highboy 6-1 1 SeawortIw 4-5 
and Highboy 6-1 collided in mid-air. The UH-34 liaS torn apart 
and the UH-1E \vas consumed by iire. ~1 total of 12 people were 
IdJ.lod" including the 4 CreWli1embers of Seaworthy 4-5. 

12 ."..J2rU 196$. \leather curtailed operations today" forcing the 
canceliatfon of three missions, but VMO .. 6 aircl'<;\.ft flew 115 
sorties and 38.6 flight hours despite poor atmospheric conditions. 
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.1Ll1l?l:f!:. 1968. Heather forced the cancellation of one mission and 
the delay of othti?rs. Finally, at 1514 Seaworthy 4-1 and 4-2 wore 
able to launch to provide coordination and escort for the transports 
and four recon teams l'/ere inserted: 11:lngletJ Hayride, Oaktree and 
Dustop • 

.ilt..ii,Pril 19§~. An urruaually light flying day for VHO-6 enabling . 
personnol to gi:ve extra time to their cal1a.teral duties.· Ie total 
of 16.1 night hours and 64 sorties were flO\'nl in support of' Operati.ons 
Pegasus and Kentucky .. 

12 I.pril 19M.. Khe Sanh provided most ot the action for Seaworthy 
aircraft today.. Hhilo providing coordination for a 200 man troop 
lift fran Rhe Sanh to Hill S5S, a 4~ man lift fran Hill .5% to Hill 
881 and an 800 man troop lit't fran Hill 881 to Khe Sanh, enemy 
rockets beg;a.n impacting on Hill Sa1. Seaworthy 4-20 and 4-21 spotted 
the active rocket positions to the southwest ot: Hill 881 and rolled 
in.. Each aircraft made one run, and a total of 22 rockets were 
e~ended, resulting in t\<TO secondary explosions. Ho further activity 
Has observed from the enenw position and the troop lift was cc:mpleted 
with9ut £urtiler incident and no casualties •. 

.1§ :.pril 1998 • After a rather routine day, SeawrortIv 4-5 and 4-6 
launched at 18!'Q to direct the extraction of a recon team which 
had been under heavy enany fire for more than an hour. still undor 
fire, the toam wets e.xtracted by' \1elcome Tour 3 .. 1 as the . Seaworthy 
flight laid down suppressive fire with 2400 rounds of 7.62m:'1. 
The oxtra.ct was completed: 'am.oothly and in minimum time. 

17 ;April 1965. Activity in the Quang Tri area seoms to be increasing. 
The Squadron flew 134 sorties and 55.4 night hours whilo e:x;pcnding 
97 rockets and 10,500 rounds of. 7.62nnn. The lIarines of Fighting Ha.d 
Kilo l'rere under small arms and mortar fire when Seaworthy 4-22 and 
4-23 .launched to cover a m.cd-evac pick-up for them. 12 m.ed-evacs 
were' successfully picked ~ by the transporls under VMO-6 t s oovering 
fire. Later a 100 man :insertion into the same position was 
directed by the Seaworthy flight ,dthout. casualties. 
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1$ April 126S. '!be NVA. staged a show today for Seaworthy aircraft, but . 
wound up nth more of an audience than they bargained for. Beeper signals' 
1'Jere heard and Seaworthy 4-20. and 1.r21, led by Maj MU,S ,responded. In 
the search area, SeawortJv 1,,-20. made several low passes and rooei'fJ'~~ auto-' 

.. ma.tic weapons .fire fran. se'fJ'eraJ. different positi:.ans. ~2o. was able to 
spot armed people & 25-40 cCl'~oui:'la;:.;'C~.' st.ruc.turo;:J before, ~)ullinc of:f. J\ trap 
was suspected, therefore the i'J.ig4t r.QJ....t..ed :in with HE rockets and attacked. 
:~he position, and then marked with UP. This enabled 2 flights of fixed 
wing to dump their ordnance on target, 

19 Ap£l:l 1-96$. A change of pace today while worldng in support of the Spe­
cial Force.~. Briefing at Khe Sanh and Phu Ba.i, a seotion of vua-6 gunbirds 
escorted VIJAF helicopters :in the successful extraction of a hard-pressed 
recon team. ' 

20. April 196$. Operation Scotland II was supported today by V1-10-6 aircraft. 
Squadron . aircraft delivered 50. rockets and 6500 rounds of 7.62tJ1lll while £ly­
ing :;6 sorties :in support of gt'ound units in the Khe Sa.n.lL.area. 

21 April 196,8... A busy day in the Scotland II operational area. Seawortl'(y 
L,.-2o. and 4-21 led by Maj llORKMON provided support for a battalion troop lift 
beginning with TAC (A) services for 3 flights of jets for the LZ prep. Ma:in­
taining fixed wing cover while directing the transports into the zone, the 
flight put down its own brand of suppressive fire. Mortars were received in 
the zone, and the reserve air cap was directed onto the active position. 
Artillery was called in to help and the minor med-evacs were removed from . 
the zonea,nd the lift continued. QUick thinking by the SeawortIv :f.'light and 
excellent response from supporting units anabled the completion of a verli'~ 
cal assualt under fire with no serious casualties or aircraft da.m.a.ge. 

22 April 1968. VMO-6 flew 210 sorties and 61.7 flight hours today using:. 
all of the .21 pilots a.vailable for flying.' The full range of sqt1adron capa­
bilities "'JaB utiliz.ed :trom TAC(A) missions, armed helo escort, med-evac es­
cort and CO/lvoy cover to VIP hops, highlighted by the usual tasks of organ­
iaing and directing $ recon team inserts and extracts under try:lng condi­
tions. 

23 A,l.")J;il 1968. Recon teams in trouble again today. SeawOl"thy 4--1 and 4-2 
led by Capt DUPo.NT, contacted the team JawBreaker who was :in heavy contact 
with the NVA. SeawortlW accurately delivered ordnance on the enenv posi­
tion and the NVA broke contact. Due to the improving situation, the recon 
team was extracted without loss under the protection of the HIley gunbirds 
on station. . 
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'Yt. April'196S. On the affen6ive again, SeawortIv 4-7, acting in C&C 
capacity, directed. the success·ful insert of 2AD ~fa.rines.. Receiving heavy 
fire, 4-7 cnlled in Soa,worlilV 4-1 and 4-2 led by Maj l>IC.aANl!X who effec­
tively silenced the active automatic ~apons.position and the comhined 
flight returned to QI.latl€ Tri undama.god. 

25 Awil 1960. Scotland II provided continuing action for vuo-6 toda;y. 
Soa\rortlv J;:'!20 and 4--21 led by Maj NMS escorted a .flight o:f HNH-262 CH-46 t s 
for a tactical troop lift. llith a high degree of professiono.J.ism evident 
vdth all a.il~craf't involved, the li.f't was completed rapidly and \'tithout inci-
dent. A.t approxLmately 1935H, Capt CJ\.llLEY's aircraft, Seaworttw 4-6, , -' 
crashed seven miles east of QUang Tri •. , The cause bas nOt been determined, . 
blXli enclW fire is suspecte~_ The aircraft Was destroyed .:tnd the crew lost. 

26 A~ril 1968. Khe Sanh and Operation Scotland II was on the agenda for 
\1110"': ilsusual today. Cornpletiilg emergency resupply despite anenw fire' 
nea.r !-Illl &1, other positions iri the Kho Sanh area were resupplied. Enenw 
mortar positions were spotted on a later VR in the area and the vn0-6 flight 
delivered 21 rockets and 500 rounds of 7.62111111. 

, \ 

27 April 196,8. Flying 16 available VNo-6 pilots, 1134 sorties and 72 • .3 
f.i1ght . hours were compiled by the end of the day. SeawortlU 4-20, piloted 
b"J Capt HCADANS as TAC(J\) lead, escorted the transports into the zone afieJ" 
directing the fixed wing air prep. The n\ovemeIit had been plannod olfec­
tivcly .2 days. e~liC!r and proceeded "as .~d. 

2a April 1,960. In addition to the vu0-6 conu:.rl.tm.ents in the Scotland II 
.area, SCQ,lofortl\Y' 4-1 and 4-2 provided suppressive fire for the extract of a' 
recon team under fire. No casualties were taken and the extraot was aCcom­
plished l'lith minimum exposure to the determined NVA. . 

29. April 1968. QUite a bit of enenw activity in the northern QUang 'ITi 
a1:.'ea tOday. After coordinating the extract of a recon tea.ll1 to the south­
,,';cst of Dong Ha, Sea.worttw lv-1 flight led by Capt l.J:CADlU·1S, was diverted 
north of Dong Ha. "lhere the NV.A were on the move. Attac1dng a .50 cal posi­
tioi1 "Imch had hit .Eli. CH-53 and .fired on other aircraft.t the flight rea. 
caived an accurate 100/100 00.11. for its ordnance and returned to rea.rm. and 
refuel •. ' Due to tactical needs" the flight diverted to an emargency troop 
lift into the same generaJ. arCa and tIns lift proceeded smoothly without 
datJagc to nircrni't or injury to personnel. 
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At 0705H, 11 AIr il 1968, SeawortIv J.v.5 and 4-6, led by Captain B. F. 
MCMILLAN, launched to the Khe Sanh area to provide armed escort for Hi-
boy 6-1 and 6-2 flight to pickup an emergency med-evac. The two sections 
launched separately and joined at Khe Sanh and then both headed for Dong 
tIa in sepa;rate sections. Seven mUes west of Dong Ha,. with a 1500 foot 
broken cloud coverage~ Capt MCNIlJ.ANt s aircraft and Hiboy 6-1 collided :in 
mid-air. The 11-.34 came apart. before reaching the ground and the UH.,.1.E 
burned upon im.pa.ct. No survivors of either aircraft were found and aJ.l per.­
sonnel were accounted for. 1/tt R. E. RIEDE was the co-pilot of the UH-1E, . 
Cpl P. J. ALLEN the crew chief, and LCpl M. G. DEMAROO the gunner. 

A.t approximately 1935H, 2.5 April 1968, Seaworttw 4-6 plloted by Captain 
J. P .. ··--CfIllLEr crashed and burned seven miles east of QUang Tti with no au;r,­
vivors. 111e crash was reported immediately to Ualnut Hill and search and 
rescue operatiOns began. The crash site was located and lOW' level search 
l'laS initiated by Marine Corps and Arra:!' personnel. TwO platoons of ground 
troops were :inserted around the wreckage under sporadic sniper and sma.U. 
arms fire and an air cap over the site was £lawn unti1 0035H 26 April 1968 .• 
1A~ 11.:. G. ~!MMF1, was the co-pilot of 4,..6 with Ptc B. R. SCHRAMH the crew. 
chief: 'and Pto E. C. LAYE as gurmer. 

During the month of April 1968, the following promotions were eUectm::. 

J. T. lmAU3E 
D. Y.' LU 
R. C. nICH 

H. J. POLASHENSKI 
B. H. TARim 

F. ARI'HUR 
11. J .• DILLON 
J .. H. Ot'IEN 
S" M. RODmICK 

TO Sl!RGElUq'! 
• 

TO CORPORAL 

ro LANCE CORPORAL 
I 
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JO errn 19&5. SeawOrth~r.4-1 and t,....;2 ended the month with a busy day". 
l'lor ng.witft.Candy'I'U.ft 1,4B and AO' ~ CatkillCl" f6, Catkiller' 48 and Trail 
66, Capt PRICE and Major CANNON delllvered 200 rockets and 16,000 rounds of 
7.62mn on the l1!a.1V and varied .targets· while. taking light to hea.vy small arms 
and auta:na.tic weapons fire resulting in .3 hits in the lead aircraft. Enemy 
activity in the QUang Tri area has definitely increa.sed in the past few days 
and is e.xp6cted to continue into the next month. 
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