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Com.r.l::.ar::i.I'~ O:C.ficer: ItCol B. A. ~UlJlS, 1-31 July 1968 

ExeoU.t:i.V8 Of.ficer: lvra-jor C. E. CANNON, 1-31 July 1968 
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Xnt;f'lJi.~ <"ll<'e Offioe::::: Cafl"liain T. ALEXANDER, 1-31 July 1968 

liLrri.r;is;G:r:ative Offioer~ Captain T. R. HOPIaNS 1-31 July 1968 
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PaT~-(; II: ~6xrative Summary of Significant Highlights occurring during the 
reportil" ... -; :;, s';:1 CI]." 

.Unly 136il. J~ .Q; v':",'I ~,3Y to start the month with todB\Y. The squadron flew 
58.'{ flight hours and 159 sorties. Major CANNON with the SeaWorthy 4-20 
section ad Seawoxti: .. v 4e ,i3 combined theix effoxts south of Khe Sanh. A con­
firmed D!;, count of Y)'ias credited the gunships in this one area. 

2 July 125B. Flying 55.5 hours today, the squadron conducted its usual 
variety oj' assign0d tasks J Seaworthy 4-1 flight led by Captai:n.mc~\DAMS 
successfully direoted the extract of a recon team surrounded on 3 sides by 
laying down high:J . .J" effeotive suppressive fire.. Captain MONROE and his 
section, "hile on E~ VI\.~ found NVll, in bunkers and expended on them • 

.3 JuJ-y 1,q~;", W~>5 u,-:c.'-.'t)J:af[; fIe\" 45&6 flight hours while making 134 sorties 
today" . C:i;;! :::un GROOM In:'Gh Seaworthy 4-20 flight, while directing inserts and 
extra0tS.iJ,,;; caJ.J..e.cI +;0 support a ):'::'d MarDiv unit that Was in contact. He 
c.ontroILd. three nights of fi:Ji:sQ wing in tho area and his night alone ex:­
,ended 1}J r~cket.8 and 14~COO ronn.rlA of 7. 62mm. 

fL!!~ .. 1L_:t(2!~§.G :-:'C'd .. evaP escort, reoon inserts.and extracts, T.AC(A} l)'lissions, 
010s(;) e.~.r support and helicopter attaPk missions were all performed for a 
t:>tal 0): 140 sorties and 45.5 flight hours today. 

2.j~61.. Captain MONROE, lea.ding Seaworthy 4-20 flight, was. called to 
fda. a. uni t j,J;l i;h.e IUle Sallh a.:rea wl;l.o had four wounded Jl1arines pinned down by 
a sniper 1.5 yl3.I;'ds outside the perimete;r;. Tl:le S.eaworthy flight provided cover 
a:td sUJ?presl;live. fire to, enable the rescue Of the wounded men. VMQ-6 flew a 
+'Jtal of 1:37 sort:!.EJs i.i.1 .:15.2: flight hours today. 

6 July 1968., Se~o:rthy 20.-7 fligh,t, led by LtCol MAAS, wbUe Rroviding 
cover' for the R:b.~ Sanh wi. thdrawal Were diverted to an emergency extract o:f· 
a reqolJ. teaJ)l. Sea~.,orthy· 20-8 went doW!l with mechantc.al problems but S.ea­
worthy 20.,.1' oontinued to oov~ this extract and an emergel'l.OY extrapt of 
anothe;r;< rooon t,eam. The squadron e:x;pended 2.25 rockets and 26,000 rounds of 
7.62mm, :i,:l:J suppor'\; of gl:'ound units. todajy'o 

7 July 1968. The at)tion. today Was centered around Hill 689 in the Rhe Sarlh 
area 'where enemy troops were hampering resupply for tl;la.t hill. The enemy 
fired'mortars and small axms. into the position. Seaworthy 4-1 flight de­
Hv;e.re.d suppressive fire and controlled three flights of fixed wing on the 
enemy positions to effectively reduce the enemy activity. 
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.!L~~~€g;~. The action around Hill 689 continued todaJT as Seaworthy 4-22 
and flig:,: t ,:;::;:' ~:'~'~~p.cl a lift of 210 troops to that p08i tion. The Seaworthy 
flight e:xpe:'lde)(\ L;,,1. ::~ockets and 2100 rOWlds of 7.62mm in support of the lift. 
In other ;J;')tion tU(~i.>, Seaworthy 4-20 .flight led by Captain CROOM, while 
escortil1t~ Qhatterboxc.cansports apotted 35-40 NVA and called in alnd directed 
2. fiJeed w:' .• :lg airst:.}:.'Jr8 Hhioh aPcounted for 7 KBA.' s. 

9 July 19~~. VMO ... 6 aircraft flew 35e3 flight hours while making 122 sorties 
todaY_ Major HAlISE.L"I had. a busy mOrning, launching at 0500 for a brief on 
xecon inserts and extracts for the day. Two extracts and three inserts Were 
scheduled and the mission Was uneventful until time for the final insert. 
The transport helicopte!: W9,S on final into the zone when he spotted 40 NVA 
in and aro~md the IJ~ in l.,rha.t appeared to be a trap. The transport waved of.f 
and the S::C·.1;!rorthy f!:ight expended all their rockets into the area.. The 
results ()'i~ "'ihe r(.>;:~0~:~;;,rE;;~e urjmoHn and the insert was aborted. 

jQ Jug J)fi.~.!. v:r,ro~·6 flAW 135 1J0:t:ti.es and 52.5 flight hoursr The squadron 
e:x;pended '136 rookets and 6700 rounds of 7.62illm in support of ground units. 
The Scot:i.'ll1d II area [lIone cOWlted. for over half the squadron effort today 
with 79 sorties) 25.2 flight hour'8~ expending 5700 rounds of 7.62mm and 136 
rocketse ]\lajo.:: 8.t...NNON' l&d Seawortr-'Y 4-22 flight in the Khe Sanh area on the 
numerous and varied tasks performed. 

~ll-iulY-1968. 1l 600 man troop lift Was coordinated by Major ROWLllNJ) in 
Seaworthy 4-13. The first Wave was inserted successfully before intensive 
small arms fire from west of the zone hampered the prQgress of the lift. 
The Seaworthy flight provided effective suppressive fire to allow completion 
of the troop lift in the ~};'::.mary z.one • 

.12 July 1968. Flying 153 sorties and 84.3 flight hours VMO-6 was again 
devoting most of its effort in support of Scotland II, which accounted for 
103 sorties and 65.5 flight hours. Captain MONROE, while leading Seaworthy 
4-1 flight, controlled two flights of fixed wing, destroying two en9lll\Y 
bunker positions. He later spotted two en~ mortar positions in the vi­
cini ty of Hill 689 and marked the lOsi tion for Fingerprint 4-9 who ran in 
fixed Wing. Time and fuel state prevented a ooncrete assessment o£ the 
si tUation. 

13 July 1968. Seaworthy flew 148 sorties tod~ and 88.7 flight hours. The 
squadron expended 102 rookets and 4000 rounds of 7.62mm in support of ground 
unitSl., 

.1.4..}u1y 1968. 00-6 spent most of the day on VR missions for Task Force 
Hotel and the 9th Marines locating and evaluating potential LZts for an 
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11. ~:~:';:::: (Continued) 
UR,}omi~ '-:..:< .. :a~Oll and also ~ to pinpoint en~ troop ooncentrations, 
!llo','ement 2.i1.d. struotures. The squadron flew 50 sorties and 26.6 hours for 
thLs :pur.(':'se today. 

J.5. July "968. Se~'Cil:{'\\' {-13 flight led by Captain IDNROE coordinated the 
recon inE:oart and extxaPii e.ffort todq. 1'wo teallls were successfully inserted 
but l~k of raaio oont,spt with theII1 required them to be extracted again but 
"iliree teams were suooessfully inserted \lith no problems. 

H; July 1968. While covering Qll. insert ot a recon team, Seaworthy 4-13, 
led bY' Cc.ptBin MONri~,):C 2?~'~~19 spotted. two manned IJ.A posi tions and NVA moving 
into a o(:ve.. !!he fl~,c,h-r. "Jql~l'lded their ordnanoe and the positions suffioient­
ly softe:t~ed up to !)',-' ::1GS:-,.ci;";·"':)J.·,~ to fixed wing attack. The team was inserted 
with no c\J.ler pr:''.I}",,!.(<J. 

17 't,,1 .. ., 068 "'," .,.'"" ';'; .. "'~, j" .• .-",;' 0n .,.. t' 0 T "" t II VM0-6 on'ded ~!"'="Y' '11 _. , .......... ,' ........... ,.,'" (.,d'J"- v~e.~a 1. n . ..len"as er, pr 
the HUey- gunsbi1)3 ;for COV0l: of t.he ~6 transpo;,ds utilized in the three 
b;'1.ttalion troc:i·~''':''::", '~:':"\~iT;,£-;.~t i:;:,1"'l.'! flew 123 sorties and fi1:OO 136 rockets 
and 17,000 rOb::~t' ):f ;"":"<;i:.m, ren\;:::~;";~.::1g oredit fo!: 12 DAts. In addition, 
'\'1(0-6 providea.:(L<:l ned- i"V.~ gUI13 aad three HIley slicks for c ol1:lIlla;nd and c on-
trol a,i.:rora.rt. l!"ixed vd.q; Ci.i~"Crai't were also av&ilable for tlhel:i;rt~' . , '. 

". I 

·iU~~1.2§!. !lhe squadron flew 221 sorties and 118.2 flight .h~~stoday. ' 
~'he maj:J,-.:ity of this effort was in support of Lancaster n as .Seaworthy 
provid,,'] gun oover for t'.ro troo:? lifts. These were battalion siz.e lifts 
and W873 oonducted wi ~l no r:roble~o 

."j2 July 1968. The ti1;:~::Z' s,~ents in the Lancaster II area continues to keep 
71'10-6 BPti va. The sqt:'.aJ.:cvri flew 95.3' flight, hourscin 1'65 s6rti'~s' in support 
of this operation toda,yand" expended 84 rockets 'and 2000 rowids c9f '7.62mbl. 

20 JUJ..y 1968. Seaworthy 4-1 section, led by Major CANNON, flew 6. .. :2 houxs 
and 36sor.ties ilisupport o£the':3~d Roo on Battalicin.The sectioniG";" . 
serted 7 teaJilS and oontrolled.5 fughts Of"fixedWingfor .LZi:?~e:g.s;; 'T:~e-' 
seotioninserted teams allover the'nottharn I :Co~s": areaworldng wi til' . 
Chatterbox 6 .. 1& 6~.· .Also highl:ightiilg:tbedB3" f s aPtiVi ties was Sea­
vJorthy 4 ... 4. a sliok VIl? ~~copter. 4-4, Piloted by Lt MCBROOM, flew 7.8 

;}~~~S)~4,;,:~Qr;~~'~f~rT~k,JlIo~e ~iote.l,tt~s.~ort~ng 5 high~raIlki.'ng·p'.as~ '. 
:.' ~.Eiliger~ l'iio~neatr:lY" evart liZ, tit, the~~1i:> Force Hote'lT.1l.0R.· 
, , . ;', :',\ J\/ '; ~(. ~ .. ; .-.. ." ..... ,~ . ..i,' . r " " '. ~' ,'.' • -~ •• ', 

, .?1" .tulY-12M' . Lt,pOJ.lJ~~t.t,'t j, flying: gub: b over *,01:' ~a.Sk FQXc e:' Hotel med;"evac s 
tOda;f ih S@a.worthY;fI.-14; eJ3c:orte-d tpe transports oh eight med"',evaC missions. 
Fi,ve were into inSebure zones bUt the transports reoeive~,.~o; fire. 
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Cll':1earir..g 'i'nat Fancy Dan was. in trouble Seaworthy offered his services as 
a gunshil?c Cil:d rOO ei ved 4 C onfirIiled KBJt's in helping that ground unit. 

_~? July 1968. While providing gun oover for a trooplift, Captain MONROE 
leading Seaworthy 4-9 flight spotted a bunker complex and 11-15 NVA. 
'''l,e Seaworthy flight expended their ordnance and left to refuel and rearm 
'I'hile Fingexprint 33 called in fixed wing. Later tha.t day the same flight 
'j:tl0tted another 10 ... 15 NVA carrying shelters and expended their ordnance 
~ain. The bunker complex Was destroyed but it couid not be determined how 
many enemy ware killed. , 

2.3 July ~ 968. The sql'.adxon flew 163 sorties, in 120.5 flight hours while 
eJ!;pending 122 roc!c=,'::s and 8500 rounds of 1.62mm today. Lancaster II still 
I'l.Ccounts for mos;,:; :.Jf the squadron effort with 152 sorties in 17.8 flight 
hours ... 

~~4 J~l:Y: 1968. I'hl;,?erp':rint 28 of the 9-1 Det~hment controlled 9 flights of 
f::.xed ',Illig on p.~e[J..v bv.rkers and trench lines at XD 924498. Because of their 
pxofe.csi6naJ.: ... ,j(J.ck Fingerprint and his AO destroyed 17 bunkers, 2 automatic 
~feapOl:'.s positions as well as killing at least 2. NV A. VMO-6 f1 ew 87.8 flight 
hours on 158 sorties today, expending 116 rockets and 15,500 rounds of 7.62mm 
in support of ground units • 

. S2 JuJ..~ 1968. Two Ruey gun sections opera"ied in support of Operation 
G.tJiTON II toda,y, flYing 10 hours and 14 sorties in direct support of a troop. 
~j ft. The primary missi0n of the sections Wa.s coordination of the lift, with 
an additional task of providing suppressive fire support for the transport 
:!elicop.ters and the ground units. Unsuitable weather prevented a fixed wing 
:orep of the zone which was to be controlled by a. VI1U-6 0-1. The two Sear--
"] .)rthy 8.00 tions prepp ed the LZ with 28 rockets and 2000 rounds of 7.,62mm and 
the troop lift was successfully completed without eneJlliY resista.no.e. 

Z.2_'2~}Y 1968. Seaworthy 4-1 flight, led by 11a.jor HANSEN, loggtjd 11 hours 
t~d.ay in support of ground troops in the Lancaster II area. They began the 
'leW by running 3 troop lifts of apprOximately 700 men. Duri:ng the third 
troop .lift the section found it necessary to run a flight of fixed wing on 
1:J.11 enemy position that was harassing the transport a:Lrcraft. The lift was 
successfully oompleted and the Huey guns expended 28 rockets and 500 rounds 
of 7.62mm. Fixed wing were available and twenty sorties were rlown in 
s:L1.:pport of the lifts. 
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~.c,1uly 1298• Seaworthy guns flew 26.3 hours, 44 sorties and expended 45 
r:":>·J.':cets r: ... .:.t"'.i 500 rounds of 7.62mo in support of troop lifts today whilo 
VI10..6 on thl:; whole flew 74.6 flight hours on 1.50 sorties, • 

.?-8 July 1~68. Major C1Jl}To.N, leading Seaworthy 4-9 flight, conducted a. VR 
of the Ba. LOl'Ig' Valley then pxoceeded to XD 82.6613 to expend 54 rockets and 
~{,QO rounds of 7.62ml:1 Oil 8-9 hootches spotted by H~de 14. They worked 
:in conjunction with Fingerprint 25 while delivering their ordnance. The 
Seaworthy section. flew 9.9 hours and 20. sorties tod~. No estimate of 
damage was available at the time. 

2.9 July 1968. Sea"lorthy .flew 131 sorties today and 98.9 flight hours. The 
s.qUadron e:x;Qended 82 :r:-X:kets and 80.0.0. rounds of 7.62r.lln in support of ground 
units~ 

30. Jug~. While providing cover for the afternoon resupply mission, 
Captain lIIONROE leatli.ng Seaworthy 4-9 flight discovered the presence of 42 
rocket launchers fl:LIJIJ9.ted in 42 well developed positions. lII10n arrival of 
f::xed "ring on 8-t!'l.tio!l) 1)9 successfully controlled five flights, destroying 
all 42 posi tiond and ~hieving 20 secondary explosions. 

,31 Sub¥" 1968. iJl'10-6 ended the month today 15y flying 101.9 flight hours on 
?06 sorties while e:x;pending 40 rockets and }OOO rounds of 7.62mm. Most of 
';;h8 aqllsdron effort is. s.till directed to the Lancaster II area. 
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3 July ;.)68. Sea Horthy 4-20 and 4-21 flight with Capt CROOM in the lead, 
--~." .. ~-
new tlle recon inS€'~~ gnd extract effort. The flight successfulJy completed 
5 ins,:rts and 3 extra"ts. On the last insert Sea l"ortrw 4 ... 20 spotted 
movement about 700 !D0T;0rS fr6ID the proposed LZ, and the flight rolled 
in to deliver their o~'2dnance" On the second run 4-20 received very 
intensive small arms fire resulting in damage to the aircraft. Capt CROOM 
successfully autorotated to a grassy area when the engine failed and while 
the gunner WaS extiY'-f;'Uishing a fire in the cockpit. All members of the crew 
were uninjured c'J.tche aircraft was unable to be recovered because it was 
deep in enemy tec~:'.!4;c·"y. Chatterbox 6-4 WaS credited witl': the 
succ€;'!sful piC~~"Hr C'I ,'.':ea l.·!ortby 4-20' screw. 

12 J,;.ly 1968. .L'ode;y Wa,:; a big day for VM06. For the first time since 
der·L~ying to i~;'e Repu-blic of Vietnam in September 1965, fixed wing 
aircraft wem a:,:;'p.ir\ in thE) snuadron. The s"uadron happily accepted the 
joining of t::.e L~·lC. DE'tachma.nt. VMO-6 has continually enjoyed operating 
w.i.t':1 Finger:; r.',.L;! .Cj~'.i} '~E' pr0"Jd + 0 say that they are now a :formal part of 
cu.:c s quadrcY! .. ," 

During 1;1.1e IDentIc of July 1968, the following :pro'm6tt0h~s were effected: 
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