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From: Commgnding Officer
Tog wmrnﬂvdw{, Officer, Provisional Marine 4ircraft Group 39 (Attn: s-3)

Suhjs Oomuand (rmonology for the period 1-31 July 1968; submission of

Ref: (a) Wzl 5730518
o) Grul 5750413

Inele J"I  Part I; Organizational Data
Part IT; Navrative Summary of Significant Highlights
3) Part III; Significant Events
1, Tn compl:.a,me with rei‘erences (a) and (b), enclosures (1) through:(3)
are herewith submitted.
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Part I: Organizgiional Data
1, Conmanding Cfficsr and Staff with inclusive datess
Commoading Officers ItCol B. A. MA4S, 1-31 July 1968
Bxecutive Officers Major C. B. CANNON, 1-31 July 1968
Operations Officar: Major F. J. ROWLAND, 1-31 July 1968
Logistics Officers Major R. L. NEFF, 1-37 July 171968
Intellisence Officer: Captain T. ALEXANDER, 1-31 July 1968

Admiristrative Officer: Captain T. R. HOPKINS 1-31 July 1968
2o, Undt Lenaftdion with inclusive dales:
Quang Tri, Republic of Vietnam, 1-31 July 1968

5. Avergge monthly squadron strengths

MAPTNE OFFICERS M/RINE ENLISTED NAVAL OFFICERS NAVAL ENLISTED TOTAL

52 181 1 0 234
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Part II: Nsrrative Summary of Significant Highlights occurring during the
repurt:r peviod.

i July 1563. L good *a,y to start the month with today. The squadron flew
)8 7 flight hours and 159 sortiess Major CANNON with the Seaworthy 4~20
gsection a1 Seaworitiyy 4;-,8 combined their efforts south of Khe Sanhs. A4 cone
firmed KBa count of 30 was credited the gunships in this one area.

2 July 1953. Flying 55.5 hours today, the squadron conducted its usual
variety of assigned tasks. Seaworthy 4-1 flight led by Captain MCADAMS
successfully directed the extract of a recon team surrounded on 3 sides by
laying down highly effective suppressive fire. Captain MONROE and his
section, while on & Vi, found NVA in bunkers and expended on them.

3 July 190%. VM5 gizeraft flev 45.6 flight hours while making 134 sorties
today. C:prain GROOM with Seaworthy 4-20 flight, while directing inserts and
extracts was called %o support o J»d MarDiv unit that was in contaet. He
controll=d three fliights of fixed wing in the arvea and his flight aglone ex-
nended 130 rockets and 14,000 roumds of T.62mm.

4 July 1968, Y=d-evee escort, recon inserts and extracts, TAC(A) missions,
close a,r “support and helicopter attack missions were all performed for a
total of 140 sorties and 45.5 flight hours today.

5 suly 1968. Captein MONROE, leading Seaworthy 4-20 flight, was called to
#id a unit in the Khe Sanh area who had four wounded Marines pinned down by
a sniper 15 yexds outside the perimeter. The Seaworthy flight provided cover
and suppressive fire 1o enable the rescue of the wounded men, VMO~-6 flew a
total of 137 sorties in 15.2 flight hours today.

6 July 1968, Seaworthy 20-7 flight, led by LtCol MA4S, while providing
Cover for the Khe Sanh withdrawal were diverted to an emergency extract of.
a recon team. Seaworthy 20~8 went down with mechanical problems but Sea-
worthy 20-7 continued to cover this extract and an emergency extract of
another recon team. The squadron expended 225 rockets and 26,000 rounds of
7.62mm in support of.ground units today.

uly 1968. The action today was centered around Hill 689 in the Khe Sanh
area where enefy troops were hampering resupply for that hill. The enemy
fired mortars and small arms into the position. Seaworthy 4-1 flight de-
livered suppressive fire and controlled three flights of fixed wing on the
enemy positions to effectively reduce the enemy activitye
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8 July 196S. The sption areund Hill 689 continued today as Seaworthy 4-22
anr'l flig“‘ Chs

wied a 1ift of 210 troops to that position. The Seaworthy
rockets and 2100 rounds of 7.62mm in support of the lift.
In other n tlon *‘ . Seaworthy 4-20 flight led by Captain CROOM, while

escorting Chatterbox tcansports spotted 35-40 NVA and called in end directed
2 fixed wing airst:.rke which goeounted for 7 KBA's.

9 July 1973. VMO«6 zircraft flew 35.3 flight hours while meking 122 sorties
todaye Major HANSEN had a busy morning, launching at 0500 for a brief on v
recon ingerts and extrapts for the day. Two extracts and three inserts were
scheduled and the mission was uneventful until tims for the final insert.

The transport helicopter was on final into the zone when he spotted 40 NVA
in and around the LZ in what gppeared to be a trape. The transport waved off
and the Sﬁ yrorthy flight expended all their rockets into the area. The
results o7 the nrockets weng un?.mmm and the insert was aborted.

10 July 1753, VMO~6 flaw 135 sorties and 52.5 flight hours. The Squadron
expended 136 rockets and 6700 rounds of T.62um in support of ground units.
The Scotiand IT agrea alone counted for over half the squadron effort today
with 79 sorties; 25,2 flight hours, expending 5700 rounds of T.62mm and 136
rockets. Major CLNNON led Seaworthy 4-22 flight in the Xhe Sanh area on the
numerous and varied tasks performed.

11 July-1968. 4 600 man troop lift was coordinated by Major ROWLAND in
Seaworthy 4-13. The first wgve was inserted successfully before intensive
small arms fire from west of the zone hampered the pregress of the 1lift.

The Seaworthy flight provided effective suppressive fire to gllow completion
of the troop lift in the nrimary zone.

12 July 1968. Flying 153 sorties and 84.3 flight hours VMO-6 was egain
devoting most of its effort in support of Scotland II, which accounted for
103 sorties and 655 flight hours. Captain MONROE, while leading Seaworthy
4-1 flight, controlled two flights of fixed wing, destroying two enemy
bunker positionse He later spotted two enemy mortar positions in the vi-
cinity of Hill 689 and marked thepsition for Fingerprint 4-9 who ran in
fixed wing. Time and fuel state prevented a concrete gssesament of the
situation.

13 July 1968. Seaworthy flew 148 sorties today and 88.7 flight hours. The
squadron expended 102 rockets and 4000 rounds of 7.62mm in support of ground
uni tsSe

14 July 1968, VMO-6 spent most of the day on VR missions for Task Force
Hotel and the 9th Marines locabing and evaluating potential LZ's for an
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14 July ‘w5 {Contimed)

upsoming .;.vasion and also trying to pinpoint enemy troop concentrations,
movament end strupturese The squadron flew 50 sorties and 26.6 heurs for
this purpcse todaye

A5 July 1968, Seawtiihy /4=-13 flight led by Csptain MONROE coordinated the
vecon insert and extract effort today. 1Two teams were successfully inserted
but laok of radio contaet with them required them to be extracted again but
inree tecms were successfully inserted with no problenms.

16 _July 1968. While covering an insert of s recon team, Seaworthy 4-13,

led by Ceptain MONEOLD cxcin, spotted two manned AA positions and NVA moving
into a ceves. The fiigh* exnended their ordnance and the positions sufficient-
ly softencd up t¢ b wepiihla to fixed wing attack. The team was inserted
with no cvher proslasds

17 duly 1968 (m the first day of Operation lencaster ITI, VMO-6 provided
the Huay gu.nshmq .tow- coven o 11‘ re 16 transporis utilized in the three
battalion troc; i flew 123 sorties and fired 136 rockets
and 17,000 rouw: x ng credit for 12 KBA's. In addition,
Vi0-6 provided aed---vrx: guis and three Huey slicks for commgnd and con-
trol alroraft. Muzed wing ri:craft were also avsilable for the lJ.ft.~

A8 July 1968. The squadron flew 224 sorties and 118.2 flight .hours - today.»
The majority of thig effort was in support of Lancaster IT as .Seaworthy
p"‘OVld"‘J. gun cover for two troop lifts. These were battalion size lifts
and werz conduoted with no probiens.

49 July 1968, The tids =7 wvents in the Lancaster II area continues %o keep
7M0~6 actives The squadrcn flew 95.3 flight-houfs on 165 sorties in support
of this Ope.ratlon today and expended 84 rockets ‘and 2000 rounds &f ‘Te62mie

20 QI_J_J:x 1968, Sea.worthy 4~1 section, led by Major CANNON, flew 6.2 hours
and 36-sorties in support of the ‘32d Recon .'Ba,ttalz.on. “The sect:.on ira-
serted 7 teans and controlled 5 flights of fixed wing for LZ jreps: T‘*be
section inserted feams all over the'northern I -Corps- afes working with'
Chatterbox 6=1 & 6-2, ° Also highlighting -the day's activities was Sea~
Worthy 4<4) a slick VIP helicopter. 4-4, piloted by Lt MCEROOM, flew 7.8
. hours: m.,eéerﬁes for Ta.sk Force Hotel 'b:cansportlng 5 hlgh-ran.lqng pas-— '
@eﬁgeré 0. f‘nes:nly eve::y LZ it the Ta.sk Fo::ce Hotel TAOR.

U

1‘ Julz ‘_}2@35 Lt GOI\T\;..LLY; flying gun eover for" Task Fome Hotel med-evacs
today in Seawo:cthy 4-~14; escorted the transports on eight med<evas missions.
F:.ve Weré :Lnto mScaou:ce zones- but the tran3ports rece:.ved no, fu'e.
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27 July 1968. (Continued)
M nearirg *nat Fancy Dan was in trouble Seaworthy offered his services as
a gunghip and received 4 confirmed KBA's in helping that ground unit.

22 July 1968, Vhile providing gun cover for a trooplift, Captain MONROE
leading Seaworthy 4-9 flight spotted a bunker complex and 1€-15 NVa.

"l.2 Seaworthy flight expended their ordnance snd left to refuel and rearm
viile Fingerprint 33 called in fixed wing. Later that day the same flight
spotted another 1015 NVA carrying shelters and expended their ordnance
again. The bunker complex was destroyed but it could not be determined how
many enemy were killed.

23 July “968. The scuadron flew 163 sorties in 120.5 flight hours while
expending 122 rockots and 8500 rounds of 7.62mm today. Lancaster II still
accounta for mos: of the squadron effort with 152 sorties in 77.8 flight
hours.,

24 July 1968. Fingerprint 28 of the (=1 Detachment comtrolled 9 flights of
fixed wihg on every burkers and trench lines at XD 924498, Becsause of their
professidnal” work Fingerprint and his A0 destroyed 17 bunkers, 2 automatic
Tegpors positions as well as killing at least 2 NVA., VMO-6 flew 87.8 flight
hours on 158 sorties today, expending 116 rockets and 15,500 rounds of 7.62mm
in support of ground units.

25 July 1968. Two Huey gun sections opersted in support of Operation

CANTON IT today, flying 10 hours and 14 sorties in direct support of a troop
2ifte The primary missinon of the sections was coordination of the 1ift, with
au additional task of providing suppressive fire support for the transport
2elicopters and the ground units. Unsuitable weather prevented a fixed wing
prep of the zone which was to be controlled by a VMU-6 0-1. The two Sea~-
worthy sections prepped the LZ with 28 rockets and 2000 rounds of T.62mm and
the trocp 1ift was successfully completed without enemy resistance.

25_July 1968. Seaworthy 4-7 flight, led by Major HANSEN, logged 11 hours
today in support of ground troops in the Lancaster II area. They began the
1ay by running 3 troop lifts of gpproximately 700 men. During the third
vroop lift the section found it necessary to run g flight of fixed wing on
an enemy position thet was harassing the transport aircraft. The 1lift was
successfully completed and the Huey guns expended 28 rockets and 500 rounds
of 7.62mm. Fixed wing were available and twenty sorties were flown in

support of the lifts.

Page 4 of 5 Enolosure (2)

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

o o
5750.1C
Ser #03421668

3 sugust 1968
Copy of

27 July 1968, Seaworthy guns flew 26.3 hours, 44 sorties and expended 45
roxkets sad 500 rounds of 7.62mn in support of troop lifts todey whilse
VMO-6 on the whole flew 74.6 flight hours on 150 sorties.

28 July 1968 Major CLNNON, leading Seaworthy 4-9 flight, conducted a VR
of the Ba Long Valley then proceeded to XD 826613 to expend 54 rockets and
(00 rounds of T.62mm on 8-9 hootches spotted by Hayride 14. They worked
in conjunction with Fingerprint 25 while delivering their ordnance. The
Seaworthy section flew 9.9 hours and 20 sorties today. No estimate of
damgge was available at the time.

29 July 1968. Seaworthy flew 131 sorties today and 98.9 flight hourse The
squadron expended 82 rokets and 8000 rounds of 7.62mm in support of ground
unitse

30 July 1968. While providing cover for the afternoon resupply mission,
Captain MONROE leading Sesworthy 4-9 flight discovered the presence of 42
rocket launchers situated in 42 well developed positions. Upon arrival of
fixed wing on shation, he successfully controlled five flights, destroying
all 42 positions and mchieving 20 secondary explosions,

31 July 1968. VMO-6 ended the month today ¥y flying 101.9 flight hours on
206 sorties while expending 40 rockets and 300Q rounds of 7.62mm., Most of
ihe aquadron effort is atill directed to the Lancaster II area.
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Part 1¥T: Significant Events
8 July ;768. Sea Worthy 4-20 and 4-21 flight with Capt CROOM in the lead, - ,

flew the recon inseri and extract effort. The flight successfully completed

5 inscrts and 3 extxra:ts, On the last insert Sea Worthy 4-20 spotted

movement about 700 nsters frem the proposed LZ, and the flight rolled

in to deliver their oxdnance., On the second run 4~20 received very

intensive small arms fire resulting in damage to the aircraft. Capt CROOM
successfully autorotated to a grassy areas when the engine failed and while

the gunner was extinguishing a fire in the cockpit. All members of the crew

were uninjured tut the aircraft was unable to be recovered because it was :
deep in enemy ter:itcv, Chatterbox 6-4 was oxedited with the i
successful pick-up of Sea Worthy 4=20's crew, K

12 July 1968, sodzy was a big day for VMO.6. For the first time since '
depleying to e Republic of Vietnam in September 1965, fixed wing Cﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
aircraft wers azsin in the sruadron. The s~uadron happily accepted the
joining of the (-1C Delachment. VMO-6 has continually enjoyed operating
witn Fingeruriri, =nd Lo proad to say that they are now a formal part of
cur squadror..

During toe mentih of July 1968, the following promotiohis were effected:

TO FIR3T LIEUTENANT DAL

R. . CONNELLY ' sy
Rs o+ REGAN

TO_SERGEANT
L. R.. SHIVELY " :°

SN e 7 DQ CORPORAL -t i T
J. B, RIPTLER. " S R T
J,”M;ASAMMQNS ;
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