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From; Commanding Officer

Tog Commanding Officer, . Provislonal Marine Aircraft Group-39 (sttns S-3)

Subj: Command Chronology for the period 1-30 September 1968

Ref: (a) Wg0 5750.1C
(8) Gruo 5750.1B

Part IIj Narrgtive Summary of &gnzfmant Hignlights

Bnels J% ; Part 1; Organizational Data
3) Rart III; Significant Events

1, In complla:ﬂﬁe with references (a) and (b), enclosures (1) tarough (3)
are herewith submitted.
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_ Par'b I Organlzatlonal Data R

COrmandJng Offlcer a.nd Staff with :mclus:.ve da.tes- o

"'-Cmndlng Offlcer Lt.Col 3. A. MAAS 1 - 20 Septemoer 1968

'.';Ca"uuandanr Oﬁ‘:l.cer MB.JOI‘ H,: A. ZANDER 21 - 30 Sentenber 1968

R E:'ecutlve Offlcer Ma.;)or E,* H ’ﬂ’f.ESCOTT 1 - 20 September 196” s
Executive Offfi.cer “ Major M. J. BARKOV.’LCh 1 = 30 September 1968
Operations Offlcer Major F, J, ROWLAND 1-—Rk September 1968
Onerations Officer Major 4, T. COMMON 25 — 30 September 1968
Logisbics Officer Captain R, H, JEYDAG 1 - 30 September 1968
In'bell:l.gence officer” Capta:l.n 8. J. DRISCOLL. 1 = 30 September 1968
Admini‘strative Offir-_i Canta:m T R I—’OPKEIS 1= 26 Septenkoe 1968.
Adzzﬁnistr'atiive off .‘f,'ﬁ ‘\Jantam T A. EIICMIBERRY 7 30 Sebtember 1968

2, Unit 'Locati’on i&:‘wff i ‘;we dates' ' e '
Ouan'7 'I'rl, Repull,‘c . of VLeunam

3, Averaﬂe monthly squadron strength-- ‘ -

ILARE“E ,ng"__ry;[_(;nm_gg_ hARDIF BILISTED NAVAL OFFICERS I_\IJ\VAL BLISTED ’DOTAL

st o 190  I I 8 PhB
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- Part Il Na.rrative Sum.ma:cy of S:gnificant Highllghts ocourr:.ng du.r:mg the

reporting per:Lod.

1 _September 1968. Seaworthy 4-5&6 on mission 510 started the month -off by
delivering 100 rockets and 14,500 rounds of 7.62mm in support of Hallmark

14 ngn, During the course of the mission the flight also escofted one ned~

evep mission, oonducted close air support for ground units while recelvng
and returning fire. ‘ ‘

2_September 1268. VMO-G flew 93.2 flight hours on 183 sorties toda;,r, also

escorting 24 med-evaC missions and expending 136 rockets and 1,500 rounds
of T.62mm in support of ground units.

3 September 1968. On the evening of 3 September68, Seaworthy 4-11&12
lgunched on the emergency extract of Badmitton recon team. To complete
the extraction it was necessary to obtain a flare ship, Spooky 14, and to
direct the flare drop tc¢ illuminagte the LZ which was in very mountainous
terrain, Despite heavy anti-aircraft and small arms fire in the area the
extract was successfully completed with no agircraft hits.

4 September 1968 Seavcy . 4~10&11 launched at 2230 to XD 056598 to

evaluate weather oondi:z - .1 the area for an emergency resupply. Sven = -
with the arrival of g " ..»v - .iny Basketbali 247, the weather was unsuit-

able and the flight r«h .o +L 0 Quang Tri.

5 Septg_@ber 1968. Due 1w G ».“ln_ngs and VJs1hl]_]fy cansed by f&oplcal

gtorm "Bess" the squadion _md.n % fly at all todsy.

6 September 1968. This morning Seaworthy 4-4 scction led by Capt CRUOM,
launched in very marginal. veather conditinus +0 cover a seotion of 46's

on an emergency resupply. I 5 low esilings ﬂnd very poor visibility -
the nission was over hal® couploted befors th:s tight was forced'$o return
to Siang Tri. :

1 Saotember 1968e fhe agalrra flew 13.4 flight hours and 18 sorties in
suvport of troop lifts todc . - Seaworthy 4-1%2 coordingted the 1ifts while
directing eéffective suppres:iva fire at various times. The flight also
delivered ordnance on some .. hunker.positions in the area, assessment of
the damgge was not avaeilabis. :

8 September 1968+ Med-evac cscort, recon inserts and extracts, TaC(a).
missions, close air support and helicopter attack missions were all per~
formed for a total of 114 sorties and 68.2 flight hours.

9 'September 1968, Seaworthy 4-7&8 made an emergency extraet of "Boxscore'™
with Cattlecall 5~12&13, The team wpa in contact and Seaworthy delivared
suppressive fires until the team was able to break contact with the enemy
and Cattlecall could mgke the pick-up. During the pick-up both Cattlecall
and Seaworthy birds received and returned firas.
) doclosure (2
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10 September 126 o Seawérth.v 4-9&16 ’édiéred a troojpv ilff of szbhose 1. o
while in the drop zone the transport aircraft received mortars from an un-
known position. Seaworthy 4-9 pinpointed the position and expended his o o

rocksts and T.62mm destroying it. The 1lift was then cowpleted with no more
fire from the enemy. ' . : I

11 Septembei' 1968 VMO-6 aiioﬁaft flew 101 gorties and 67.4 fl'i'ght hours
-while expending 148 rockets and 5,600 rounds of 7.62mm in support of grou.nd,
units. '

12 September 1968, The O-l section of VMO-6 flew 11 sorties and 18.3 ‘
flight hours in support of the 3rd MarDiv and Task Force Hotel. The Fmg-
exprint flights ran 4 flights of fixed wing and controlled three arty miss-
‘ions on targets ranging from bunkers to sctive arty pos:Lt:Lons and storage - -

areas. Thru the effor%s of. the (~1's; one bunker was destroyed, one sec-—
ondary explosion observed and also 1 X3j..

13 September 1968, The squadron flew 19.1 flight hours in support .of troop
lifts todey. TWo sections n Huey guns were escorting the 3rd wave of the
1lift when a «50 cal openrH up on the transports.. The helos pulled back
while Fingerprint 37 (Cop® “ATNDERS) directed air on the positione No more
fire was. received and i.: ... ': was completed succeasfully.

September 1968s Seswo vl

and Bancroft teams, tii

748 covered ine insertion of Corporal Pete
@i o refuel. flmost imnediately the two
teams made contact anc wpbed extraotica resulted in the transport
aireraft receiving fir: ? J:oact:.ona.ry foree troops were p:.ok.ed up,
they were insarted necs fhe teams and with the "C.lp of Sea.wortby 4~1&2 the
two tegna mgrried up;ar;{_ were successi‘ully extracted.

_5_ J tember l b8e The =
juce

in 86.4 flight hours
"_6062111!1 Seaworthy de-

L;E,Che but no secondary

_l_f;} votemben 1268. Two i

L 'Checkpool" recon tes:.
a::ou.nd the zone and the xiu:’
section was later callec 7=
also completed successfully
ordination provided by the *

@ were. cailed D27 the emergency extraction
v ~overed whs GI{tL&ut, delivering ordnance -
wun suecessrully completed. The Seaworthy -
~iae [ore energency extracts and they were
+ to the effective suppress:wa fire a.nd co-
. flight, '

' 17 September 1968. 4 flight of 4 Huey guns, being led by Maj HANSEN, epott- 7

ed a small truck or jeep driving northward just north of the Ben Hai. The '
flight nade repeated rocket.and strafing runs of the vehicle resulting in ]
the probable destruction of the enemy trucke i
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18 September 1968. During the night of 17-18 September, Seaworthy 4-11&12
launched with Chatterbox 5-647 for the extraction of a recon team. Sea='
worthy coordingted Basketball agircraft and suppresséd small arms fire with'
rockets and 7.62mm while the pick-up was made. It Was an extremely da.rlc
night and only good teanwo nk nade the effort a success.

19 September 1968, The Sq_lla,dl‘on flew 62 9 fllght hours on 93 sortles, a.lso
carrying 27 passengers and escorting 12 med-evsc missions.’ Seventy—fou.r
rockets and six-thousand, five-hundred rounds of 7.62mn were expendeéd in

- 'support of Brd MarDiv units.

20 September 1968. Operation Lancaster IT oontmues to receive the major
effort. ViU-6 airvcraft :V.ew 77.2 flight hours on 12§ sorties while expend-
ing 176 rockets and S,OOU zounds of 7.62mm in support of this mission alone.

21_Septeuber 1968, Whiiz Scaworthy 4-9410, led by Lt TURNER, were covering
a routine resupply mist » the second 45" into the zone took fire and
crashed. The Seaworth; :l.ight directed ihe insertion of a reastion platoon
and provided cover fox il pick-up of th: downed crew, there were no
suTrvivors.

22 September 1968e Seuirithy 4=13&14 launched to cover a night wed-evac
fron Hill 950. Seawor®:r coordinated the mission by directing the trans-

ports into the zone and .ontrolling the illumination by the flare ship.
Cattlecall aircraft d': in outstaading job despite the suspected presence
of enemy, bad weather -rul darkmews, '

23 September 1968. Maij SHAW, lewiing Seaworthy 4-182 flight, launched thia
morning in marginal westher cond:tions for the emergency extract of recon

tears "Blueplate and Uaxtree". Seaworthy and Hostage (OV-10) provided
cov=r While Cattlecall 5-2&3 meie¢ an uneventful and smooth pmk.-up. All
alroralt hea.ded hone as the weat:ee deterloa.ted further.

24 < :onber 1268. V-6 airi:. i flew 163 sorties in 82.2 flight houra

The total houws fowr <F.
2l lays of very llttle ,"Lyw

vath 80 far stands at 163e.0 despite sev-
¢ to weather conditions.

e,::";remel\ margine’. weather, Seaworthy -

4 escorted two CH-H5 Y oat low Level on ali cRergency resupply of -

a it ab "Charlie Twoil, : seilings were as Lci as 400 feet in rain

the mission was successiulils completed. ’ ‘

£ -eptember 1968- La”“ Ak

26 September 1968 The sguadvun flew 78.9 flight hours and 135 sorties to-
day as Qperation La.nca.suer Tk ac:c.mted for l?) gorties and T2.3 flight
hours.
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27 September 1968s Wealhnr was agasin a uejor faptor in flight Gperations
todey as Seaworthy gunshiins waited an hwour tor the weather to 1lift for an
emergency resupply. Vheu the clouds 1ifted the Huey guns led the transports
into the zone. Small arma fire was rezeived, but silenced by effective
suppressive fire and the nission wae ccmpleted. ’

28 September 1068e Aftex meruwiving tne ifvegs for mission 203 late, Sea-
worthy flew five inserts and extractions, Juring the extract of Isthuus

the flight received and returned fire at YD 0265. Only after three attempts
and repeated rocket and gun runs by Sesworthy 4-11&12 was the extract successe
fully conpleteda. :

29 Septecbel: 19682 Tne Seaworthy VI? Gede 5 Fuey slick flew 7.9 hours,
landirg at nesrly every 2 hade in the Morthern I Corps area enabling
tias 03, 3rd MexDiv to oz in olose countze’ with his field commanderse

3i)_September 1968 Viii-n ciosad oub ihe wonth by flying armed escort, med-
evas chase, VR's, DA’ .asions and alic controlled artillery fire. Num~
exous VIP nissions wers. » flown. The squadron is an intergral unit con-
8igting of UH-1E's, O« = w1d f0's that form a very effoctive teams We
closed out the month wiil. 2038.8 flight bcuce despite many days of marginal
weather.
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-

5 September 1968, VMO—{;::!:,{S mghiles %o 2oudvet eny flight operations due to
wegther caused by tropical afymm "hisals

D

17 September 1968+ The squai:
Knifzroy and Iceboabt intio the :
experted; to lue relief ol all maes

£low escort cn a two battalion 1lift of
. Taz 1ift vent nuch more smoothly than

PISA0T

20 Segtember 1.9C8e The sguadron conducted o tlheange of commandd eeremony
ggggy z8 TGO Be A MAAS wwaz walileved by Mej Eo A. ZANDER as Commanding
133X : . :

Tring the month of Zaprember {000, Sae following promotiors were
effeciul: -

m o

feTh

YAROURGH,

i
o

By
o LANGE COLCRAL

HEDEI? , Ho Re As
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