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L. In coinplian'ée,with references (a) and (b), enclosures (1) 'tnrough (3)
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PART I Organizational Data

le Oommanding Officer and Staff with imclusive datess
Commmnding Officer Major Ha Ae ZaNDER 1-31 October 1968
Bxecutive Qfficer Major M. J. BaRKOVICH 1-~31 October 1568
Operations Officer Major As T.‘ COMMON 1-31 October 1968 .
Logistios Offioar Capt R. H-» MEYDaG 1~3 October 1968
loglstics Officer Capt D. H. IOWE 4-31 Qcteber 1968
Intelligence Officer Capt S. Jo DRISCOLL 1-3 October 1968
Intelligence Officer Major K. R. BUSKE 431 October 1968
dministrative Qfficer Cspt T. A. EIKENBERY 1-31 Qctober 1968

2. Thit Lécation with inclusive datess
Quang Tri, Republio of Vietnam

3, Average Monthly squadron strengths

mmz O}EICERS MARINE ENLISTED NaVal OFFICERS NAVaL ENLISTED TOTAL
60 249 1 o '310
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1 Qctober 1968s  Seaworthy med-evac chase flewn by Cept CORDELL, covered
a fast, well coordinated, evacuation of a four man recon team who had
Just broken contact with the enemy. No fire or preblems were encountered.

2 October 1968, VMD-6 flew 86.7 hours on 173 sorties today, alse escort-
ing 7 med-evac missions and expending 53 reckots and 600 rounds ef 7.52
in support of ground units.

3 Qctober 1968, Seaworthy 4-1&2, lod by Maj SHAW, escorting troop lift
helicopters into a Lz, detested enemy movement in tne sama area. The
flight's ordnance delivered on targe$ pius controlling Hellborne 527,
neutralized the enemy mcrement. The 1ift progressed witnout further
incident.

4 October 1968, VMO-6 flew 77.5 hours og 150 sorties, escorted T med-evae
misaions, and exponded 98 rocketa and 4,400 rounds of T.62mm in support of
ground unitse.

5 Octobar 1968 SesWorthy 4~5&6, led by Maj SiliW, covered the emergency
extract of a recon team in contapt with NVi, The gunships were able to
suppress the amall arms fire from the enemy resulting in a auccessful
extract with no battle damage.

6 October 1968, Fingerprint 37, aliaa Capt SAUNDZRS, was shot down near
Xhe Sahn. A doad stiok landing was made and within minutes Capt SAUNDERS
wans axtracted by Seaworthy 4-3, piloted by Lt WAHD.

T October 1968, Pingerprint 22, Major BUSKE, controlled several flighte
of P48 destroying part of a NV. road, destroyihg an underwater bridge,
and causing a seoondary explosion in the agea. ,

8 October 1968, Seaworthy aircraft covered troop lifts today, delivering
ordnance around LZ's for suppressive fire due to suspected enemy movement.
The 1ift was completed suocessfully with Seaworthy flying 31.0 flight hotxs
and 64 sortiea.

9 Qctobsr 1968 Med-eves escort, rocon insarts and extracts, TiC(4)
missions and helicopter attack missions were all performed today for a
total of 89.1 flight houra and 213 sorties.

g 8¢ VMOw6 flew 105 sorties, logged 79.7 flight hours, escamicd
9 neé-eves missions, and expended 78 rockets and 10,350 rounds of 7.62mu ir
support of ground unita.

11 ntober 1968, Seaworthy 4-9410, led by Maj SHaW, were ocalled for the
emorgency extract of "Darting Star", a five man recon tean. The team was
in cmtact and receiving fire from thres sides plus grenades in the pick-
up zone. The flight guided the team into a wore suitable zone that would
permit the CH=}6 t0 make his approach in defilade. The aircmft continued
to take fire but it was quiokly suppressed by Seaworthy.  Bclosurs (2)
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11 Ootober 1968, (Comt) The trensport airoraft got into the gzone, picked-

up the team, coming out of the zone wore fire was taken by the transport
end geaworthye No hits were taken however. .

12 (ctober 1968, Seuworthy 4-746 led by Capt RUUNSSVILLE, oonducted an
snergensy extract of recon teaw "Blackbird". Ssaworthy expended ordnsnce
to suppress ground fira while g CH-46 made the extract. No hita were re-
caived due to Seaworthy!s excellent coverages

13 Qctober 1968s Marginal weather conditions kept VMO-6 down to 53.6
flight hours on 68 soxtics, escorliiy 7 mei-evacs, expending 24 rockets
in support of ground vz,

14 Octiober 1968. Weather conditions resulted in all missions being can~
celled. The magsoon season pronised to make flring conditions a test of
the YM0-6 pilot's ekill.

15 Qotober 1968, Capt WIANT flying Seaworthy rci-evac chase launched into
extremely marginal weather conditions to oonduct an emergency med-evao.
Although the weather comtinued to dcteriorate, Suawerthy was able to lead
the med-evap aircraft into zone after zone 30 pull out the sick and woundei.

16 Ootober 1968. Seaworthy provided gun sover for troop lift helicopters
in marginal monsoon weather. Whnile in a landing zone one of the CH~46 air-
craft took two rounds of 60mm mortar firc. Delivering accurate and intense
fire, the Seaworthy flight was able to suppress any further enemy fire and
thus establish security for the lift.

17 Ootober 1968 Monsoon weather held VMO~5 to 57.9 flight hours on 95
aortisa. The squadron provided escort foer four med-evac missions, and
oxpanded 22 rocketa and 300 rounds of 7.62mm in support of ground unita.

m@_%m. During the morning, weather prevented a search for a
downed CH-46. However, in the afternoom, Fingerprint 38, Capt EN¢LS,
after an extensive search located the downed aireraft and directed other
unite into the zone for eearch and recovery operationa.

1 ob 8¢ Capt ROUNSEVILIE, flight leader of Seaworthy 4-94&1Q

ight observed NVA leunching 122mm rooketa into friendly positions. The
flight oxpended 24 rockets and 2,000 rounds of 7.62mm in a successful .
attempt to neutralize the enemy actione Poor weather conditions in the
37d MarDiv A0 limited the offectiveness of air support for this 24 hour
period..

20 %tobg 1968+ 4 marked improvement in waather conditions enablsd
and in partioular the 0-1 pilots to catch up an their work. Major

DRAAYER, Fingerprint 44 controlled fixed wing aircraft on enemy arty
positions near the IMZ. Capt DRISCOLL, Fingerprint 36, also located sev-
eral enemy arty positions and mansged to stir up a hornet!s nest of AL iz
50 cale. Plugerprint 35, Capt DREWETT, observed heavy trail eotivity neex
the DMz and contgolled. fixed wing ordnance on-suspected NVi staging areas
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21 October 1968. The skies continued to clear as VM)-6 aircraft, whhamper-
ed by weather, shifted into the usual high gear. Seaworthy conducted 8up~
port for troop lifts, med-evacs, recon inserts and extracts, resupply, and
VIES. Seaworthy 4-7 flight led by Maj SHiW, delivered oxdnance on enemy
troops sighted by friendly uhits.

22 October 1968« Dong Ha and troops in the field had the 0-1 pilots to
thank in their roll of knocking out NVA arty picces who were firing on
5rd MarDiv positions. Maj WHITEHOUSE, Pingerprint 24 controlled fixed
wing to destroy two active arty positions. Lt PAIMASON, Fingerprint 39
accounted for another ariy positicn dustroyeds as well as Fingerprint 35,
Capt DREWETT, 411 the t-.. pilots reccived «50 cal to 37mm fire but man-
aged to destroy the NVi axty positions.

23 October 1968, VIMO-6 aircraft continued t0 masintain tueir puce with
B0.7 flight hours on 99 sorties despite bad weatner. The mojority of the
time was spent covering troop lifts. (-1 pilots continued to control fix-
ed wing on suspected NVi arty positions.

24 October 1968 VMO-6 aireraft flew 97.3 hours on 166 sorties. igain
covering troop lifts accounted for a large vercentsge of the flight hours.

25 Qotober 1968+ LoWw ceiling and poor vicitility caused a decrease in
normael flight hours for VMO~6. Seaworthy .« flight led by Capt MIRES,
and Seaworthy 4-2 flight led by Capt WIANT delivered ordnamce on NVa
troops in the open near the DiMZ. During the ordnance delivery Seaworthy
4~5 took one round of small arms fire in the cockpit area resulting in
minor fecial wounds for Lt QUOK. After refueling and rearming at Quang
Tri tne Seaworthy 4-4 flight returned to the same area %o cover the ex-
treotion of seven emergency med-evacs for friendly units in contact with
the NVa.

26 October 1968, Seaworthy 4=1%2 led by Lt CONNELLY, started the day with
an emergency resupply of a US Army unit who was in contact with NVi. The
flight then conducted the emergency extract of recon team "Wisdom Jacket!,
The resupply and extract were accouplished without incident. VMO-6 aceon-
plished a full day of tactical flying with no known enemy fire,

2] Qotover 1968, VMO-6 flew 8l.6 flight hours on 147 sorties, escorted
nine med-evac nmissions, expended 112 rockets and 23,000 rounds of 7.62m
in support of 3rd MarDiv units. ’

29 Qctober 1968, The highlight of the day was the extract of recon teanm
/ “penepin®, Mo flighta of Seaworthy gunships coordinated flare ships and
/7 (H-46 transports, and provided suppreesive fire to pull the recon team
out of trouble. Enemy fire was takan but there were no hits receivede
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29 October 1968 VMO-6 spent most of ita flight hours covering CH-46s

on recon inserta and extrants, troop lifts, med-evac, and resupply niasions.
No contact with the enemy was made. Fingerprint aircruft, altnough hampered
by poor weather, controlled four flights of fixed wing airoraft destroying
eneny bunker complexes, hootches, and fighting noles.

30 Qotober 1968, ViMO-6 flew 6946 flight hours on 1U5 sorties. FProviding
coordination and cover for trooplift operations continue to dominate the
aquadronta efforta.

21 Qotober 1968e Fingerprint 36, Capt DRISCOLL, was called to provide
aerial reconnaissanca for a ground unit north of the roekpile whioh had
besn receiving small erms fire. The squadron continued to carry out its
diverse duties with exceptional ability despite the everpresent threat of
unworkable weather conditions. fThe UH-1lE's, 0O-1's, and 40's functioned
together as well as ever. The entire squadron is looking forward to the

addition of OV-1l0 gireraft, pilots, and crews in Novenbar. VMO-6 olosed
the month with 219646 flight hours.
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vart IIT: Significant Evente

14 QOctober 1968, VMO-6 was unable %0 conduct f£light operations due to

weather.

25 Qotobar 1968, Lt C0OK received facisl wounds from NVi smll arms round

while flying co-pilot on Seaworthy 4-4 flight.

while delivering ordnance on NVA troops in the open.

The flight received fire

During the month of October 1968, the following promotions were effedted:

0OCCO, Le Le
LYNCH, E. L
SHERMiN, Ee Do
SHERM, Ge Ne

RUEHL, D. Ce.
TRIVEITE, M. Ce

RUSZIN, J. We
ST NDINGSOLDIER, Se Co

TO_SERGEANT

TO CORPORAL

PO LiNCE CORPOHAL
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