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1. Commanding Officer and Staff w,ith inclusive dates, 

CoJDllanding orfiee~ Ms.jor H. A. zaNDm 1-31 October 1968 

~utiva Officer .Major l"1. J. BiIRlillVIGH ~-31 ootober 1968 

Operations Officer Miljor Ji.. T. 00l1'MON l-?l ()Jtober 1968 

Lotri81ioa otti.oal! Cap.t R. H. MEY.o.l1G 1-3 OJ tober 1968 

Logistics ettieer Capt D. H,; LOWE 4-31 Oct.ber 1968 

Intelligence Ot'fioer Capt S. J. DRISCOLL 1-3 ~tober 1966 

Intelljgenoe orfu,er Major IC. R. BUSKE 4 ... :;1 October 1968 

Administrative orrjcer Capt T. A. EIKENBERY 1-;1 October 1968 

2.. 1)l.it. Leca,tion with inclusive istaB a 

QUa2'lg Tri, Repub1io of Vietnam 

,. Average Monthly squadron 8ttengthl 

MARINE OlFICERS MJ..RINE ENLISTED NaVj~ OFFICE.tlli NAVJ1L ENLISTED TOTAL 

60 249 1 ~. '310 
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1 October 1968. ,Seaworthy med-evao ohaae flewn by Oa.pt CORDELL, covered 
a. fast, well ooordina.ted, evacua.tion of a fo~ man reoon team who had 
just broken oontact with the eneIDY. No .tire or prebleJll8 were encountered. 

2. (»tober 1968. ntl-6 tlew 86.7 hours on 173 porties tOday, als.e esoort ... 
~ 7 med-evao missions and expending 53 reckota and 600 rounds .t 1.62 
in support of g~ound unita. 

l Cbtober 1968. . Sea.worthy 4-1&2, led b¥ Maj SllAW, esoorting troop l:U"t 
helicopters into a. LZ t detootad enemy movement in the same area. The 
flight 'e. ordnallO& delive.!:ed on target plus oontrolliDB liellborne 527, 
neutralized the en~ mc·-tement. The litt progressed witnout furtnar 
ino!dent. 

~ October 1968. VM0-6 flaw 77.5 nours o~ 150 sorties, escorted 7 med-evao 
JUissiollS, and expended 98 rockets and 4,iOO rounds of 7.62mm in support of 
gl'!ound units. 

s· October 1968. SeaWorthy 4-5&6, lad by i~ S.l:!AW, oovered the emergsnoy 
extract of a. reoon team in oontalt with :NAo The gunshiPS were a.ble. to 
&uppress the BllIall arms fire from the. ~$J;l,y reaul t:l.ng in a. successful 
extract with no ba.ttle da.mage. 

6 October 1968. Fingerprint 37, a.lias C$pt SAUND]lRS, was .hot down near 
Xhe Balm. A dead stick 1a.nd:iJlg was tlade and wi thin JJinutes Oapt SAUNDEBa 
"alit atrsc:ted b1 seaWorthy 4-;, piloted by Lt WAaD. 

Z October 1968. FirJgerprint 22., l>l\jor BW1cr::. controlled several flights 
of Me destZ:oy:I.r.Ig pst't of a. NVl~ road; deatroyihg an underwater bridse, 

and oa.us~ a. seoondary explosion in the Dotea.. 

8 ();ltober 1968. Seawt?rthy airotait oovarecl troop liEta today, deliver1ng 
ordna;rJDe around LZ's tor suppressive fire du.e to suspected enell\Y mov~eaf· 
!D1e. lift was completed successfully with see.worthy tlyitlg 31.0 fli8ht hot~s 
and 64 sorties. 

2 October 1968. Med.-evac escort, reoon insEQ:'ts and axtr~tSt ~(A) 
miBsiollS and helicopter attack missioM Wer& all performed toda;y £01' a. 
total of 89.1 flight hOUD4 and 213 sortiea. 

J.O Ootober 1968. Vl«>-6 flew 105 8orties, logged 79.7 fi:ight hours, e8oont6:'i. 
9 Jil~-eVaf3 missions, and expended. 78 rookets and 10,350 rounds ot' 7.62.J:lI.J ir. 
support of ground unite. 

11 ())tober 1%8. $"j8.liortt\Y 4-9&10, led. by $j ::>1i4w, were oalled £0.1' the 
emergency extract of IIDartillg Star", a five li1an reoon team. !rhe team was 
in oantaot and receiving fire iraQ. three sides plus grenades in the pick­
up :lOne. The tl~ht gldded tb.e teaQ. into a l.t101'8 SLti~ble zone tilut would 
pal:tili t the 0I:i-46 to Ltake his approach in dafilade. !}!he aizomft oontinued 
to tales fiN but :it was. q~iolcl,y supyresS4d by Seaworthy. /. ) 
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11 (»tober 1968. (CCWlt) ~e tl,'l.i\J18port aU:oraf't got into _ ZQIle, pioked­
up the' tea.m-;c;:QaD XJg out of the z.one LlOre tire was taken by the transport 
end seaworthy. :No hita were taken h.oweVer. 

12 Q?tober 1~8. Seu.worthy 4-7&6 led by Capt RO~j;:,,'VIW, oonc1u.oted an 
emergQlOY extract of recon tealll l1]Uackbird",. SeaWorthy expended ordnance 
to auppress ground fire while a. OH-46 made tne extract. No hita were re­
ceived due to SeaWor~ts excellent coverage. 

13 Qotober 1966" Marginal weather ~0nditions kept Vl>K>-6 down to 53.6 
tlight hours on 66 sort;i.(l~, esco.r: ~,L:~~~ '~' r.1p.1-evacs? expendillg 24 rockets 
in support of ground 1.:::.1" '>: 0 

±4 Qltober 19§6. Weathe.r conditiona resulted in all miaaions beil1g oan­
celled. !Dlle mClQ,&OOn Season proDised to make fl.:ti.ng cOilditiOllB a. test of 
the Vl'll-6 pilot '8 akUl. 

/;1 15 Q? tober 1968. Capt WIANT flyizlg Sea.worthy ~c!l-eva.o ohsae lalUlChed into 
extremely marg1na.l. weather conditions to oonduct an emerganoy Illed ... evao. ' 
Although the weather oontinued to d~teriorate, S~worthy WeB able to lead 
the mad-evall a.izcraft into zone atter aone to pullout the sick and wounded., 

16 wtober 1968. SeaWorthy provided gun (J01Jer for troop lift hel:icopters 
in marginal JIlonsoon weatner. \Ihile in a 13.l1ding ~one one of theCH-46 a.ir­
craft took two rounds of 6OJam; JAQrtu !irE:.~ Delivering accurate and intense 
fire, the Seaworthy n:ight WeB able to suppress auy further ene~ fire and 
thus establish seourity for the lifto 

l7 Ootober 1968. MonsoCZl weather hald VlVlQ...~ to 51.9 f1:i8ht hours on 95 
aort1ea. !rhe squ.adron provided escort fur i'our med-eva.c missions, and 
expended ,~ rooketa and 300 rounda, of 7.62II1II1 in 8up~ort of ground units. 

18 9otobe; g968. During the mornillg,vett.thar lJrevented a aeazeh for a 
downed aa-4. HoweVer, in the afternoon, F:iDgerprint 38, Capt EW~, 
atte.J:' an extensive seaz.och lOCated the downed aircraft and dirtlCted other 
units into the sane tor search and r~ovtn:y operatl.ou. 

M Ottobs 1968. Oapt ROUNSEVILLE, .t'liB'ht lea.der ot Seaworthy 4-9&lO 
~ht obSe:ved NV~~ 1e.unonirlg 122lQll rooketa into friendly positions. ~e 

flight expended 24 rockets and ~,OOO rounds at 7.62.mm In a succeasft:l II," 

attem.it to neutraliae the enemy aetl.On. Poor w~ther conditiOns in the 
3r4 ltu:DiT AI:J limited the effectiveness ot air support tor this 24 hour 
period., 

~tobeF 1~6. it. marked improvement in wea.ther oonditions enabled 
and in pa.rtioul~ the 0-1 pilots. to oatch up an their work. lti.Jor 

DRAAlER, J'iDaerprint 44 controll~ tixGd wimg a.i~ratt on enemy arty 
poaitiOJl8 near the DMZ. Capt DRISCOLL, Fingerprint 36, a.lsc located sev­
eral eneD\Y arty positions and mansg'ed to stir up a hornet 'a nest of AA ",,!.l 
.50 cal •. 'J"JJagerprint 35, Capt DREl'lmT, obaerved heavy trail activity near 
the DMa and controlled,fixed wing orcmanoe on-s.uspec,ted NVA staging areae 

iage 20t 4 i UUk~(!~l!l':\$~~;r.J~)I. 
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21 Ootober 196~. The akies continued to clear as 00 ... 6 ai:roraft, uhhalllper­
ed by w,e9.ther, shifted into the usual high gear. Seaworthy oonducted s~p­
port for troop lifts, med-evaca, recon inserta and extracts, resupply, and 
VIE.S. seaworthy 4-1 flight led by M9.j SHAW, delivered ordnance on ene~ 
troops sjghted by friendly l.Uli tao 

22. Q?tober 1968. Dong Ha. and troops in the field had the 0-1 pilots, to 
thank in theix roll of knocking out NVA arty piL.>ees who were firing on 
3rd MarDiv positions. l'hj WHlTEHOUi;iE, Fingerprint 24 controlled fixed 
w.ing to destroy two active a:r.ty positions. Lt:i;' .AJ:lvu.sON, Fingerprint 39 
aocoUJlted for another a:rt~r :positi(,:c o.::;fltroyed, as '!fell as Fingerprint 35, 
Capt D.R.&IETT. m the (, .. <. pilots received .50 cal to 37fiJJJl fire but man­
aged to destroy the !Nt c:,j:,ty positions. 

2.3 October 1%8. Vl'Il-6 aircraft continued to llld.inta.in tneir ydCe witt. 
SU.7 flight hours on 99 sortit:Js deslJite bad Wed.tner. The mojority of the 
time was spent oovering troop lifts. 0 .. 1 pilots continued to control fix­
ed wing On suspected NVJ~ arty positions. 

?4 Cbtober 1968. VMJ.-6 a.i.:rcraft flew 97.3 ho1l].'S on 166 sorties. .Iigain 
covering troop lifts accounted for a. large percent88'e of the flight hours. 

25 Qotober 1968. Low oeiling and poor V'jE,~.1~1i ty caused a decrease in 
normal flight hours for VlvlO-6. Seaworthy ,;. ... ,,; . .:'J.~ht led by Capt MIl:\ES, 
and Seaworthy 4-2 fllght led by Capt Wr.d.NT 13.elivered ordnanoe on NVA 
troops, in the open near the Dl"lZ. During the ordnance delivery SeaWorthy 
4-5 took one round of sJllall nrIllS fire in the oookpi tares. resulting in 
minor feoial wounds for Lt roOK. l~ter refueling and rearming at QUang 
Tri tne Seaworthy 4-4 flight returned to the same area to Cover the ex­
tr~tion of Seven emergenoy med-evacs for friendly units in contact with 
tne NVA. 

26 October 1968, Seaworthy 4...J.&2. led by Lt CONNELLY, started the day with 
an emergency resupply of a US Azr!J¥ unit who WaS in contact with NVA. !Ow 
flight then oonducted the emergency extract of recon team "Wisdom Jacket"" 
!I!le resupply and extract were a.ocoLlplished without incident. Vl"10-6 accom­
plished a. full day of tuc tioal flying with no known enemy fire. 

27 OctOber 1968. VlvD-6 flew 61.6 flight houra on 147 sorties, escorted 
nine med-evao missions, expended 112 rOCKets. and 23,000 rounds of 7.6211Jil 
in support of 3rd 1tl.rDiv units. 

2.6 Qetober 1968. The highlight of the day was the extract of r(;!oon t~am 
1I:E~t'l.1Zl". TWo fljghts of Seaworthy gunships coordinated. .flare ships and 
00-46 transports, and provided suppressive fire to pull the recon too.m 
out of troubl.e. EneIl\Y fi.re was taken bu.t tnere were no hits received. 
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29 CCtober 196,.],. VMO-6 spent most of ita fl:ight hours covering Cti....tj.6s 
on rSJon inserts. and extraots, troop 1ifta, mad-eva$), cmd resuPllly raissions. 
No conta.~t with the enemy was Llade. Fingerprint aircr;.,ft, al tnough ha.crpered 
by poor WQather, controlled four flights of fixed wing aircraft destroying 
enemy bunker complexes, hootohea, nnd f:i8ht~ nolea. 

,0 October 1968. VMO-6 flew 69.6 flight ho~a on Iv5 sorties. providing 
coordination and cover for trooplii't operations continue to dominate the 
S;qUadron.ta efforts. 

31 October 1968. F1:ngerprint 36, Capt DRISCOLL, was called to provide 
a.erial reconnaissance for a ground unit north of the rockpile which had 
been receiving small aJ:ms tire. ~e iquaQrO:n. continued to oaJ:ry out :ita 
diverse duties with exceptional ability despite the everpresent threat of 
unworkable weather conditions. The DR-lEIs" 0-1 IS, and AO's functioned 
together as, well as ever. !!la. entire squadron is looking tOl."WaJ:d to the 
addition of OV-10 aUcratt, piJ..o.t.a., and crews in NOYeobar. VM0-6 olosed 
the month with 2196.6 f'li611t houra. 
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J4 October 1968. VMO-6 was unable ·~;o conduct flight operations due to 
weather. 

2.5 (btobar 1968. Lt OJOK received facial woundr: froD NVA SIlll.ll arI:lS round 
whUe flying co-pilot on Seaworthy 4-4 flight. ~Jhe flight received fire 
while delivering ordnance on NVA troops in the open. 

During the month of October 1968.: the following promotions wera efie.reed ~ 

CGCCO, L. 1 • 
.LYNCH, E. 1 .. 
:;)HErlMiJi, E. D. 
SHEHl>1, G. N. 

RUEHL, D. C. 
'l'lUVErTE, M. C. 

RUSZIN, J. W. 
ST.ilIDINGSOLDIFlt, S. C. 

TO SERGEANT 
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