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From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding Officer, Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39 (Attn: S-3) 

Subj: Comniand Chronology for the period 1-31 Decanber 1968 

Rei, (a) WgO .57.50. 10 
(b) GruO 5750.1B 

libel: J( 1) Part I; OI'ganizational Data. 
)(2) Part II; Narrative Sumrnai'y of Significant Highlights 
](3) Part III; Significant Events 

1. In compliance with references (a) and (b), enclosures (1) through (3) 
are herewith submitted. 
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Part II Organizational'J21..8, 

1. Commanding Officer a.n.d Staff with inclusive dates: 

Commanding Officer: Hajor H. A. ZllNDER 1 - 31 Decanber 1968 

Executive Officer: Hajor L. J. DRAAYER 1-31 December 1968 

Operations Officer: Hajor H. J. BARKOVIOH 1-31 Decanber 19615 

Intelligence OfficE!(': Hajor T. J. RAUSCHER 1-31 December 1968 

hdmin; strative Officer: Major T • .b.. ElKlNBERY 1-31 December 1968 

Logistics Officer: Captain D. H. LOWE 1-31 December 19M 

2. Unit Location with inclusive dates: 

Quang Tri, Republic of Vietnam 1 ... 31 Decen.ber 1968 

3. Average monthly squadron strongth: 

Mil.RINE OF.B'ICERS MARINE ~~LISTED NAVAL OFFICERS NAViJ., E\lLISTED TOTliL 

45 237 1 
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Part II: Narrative Summary of Significant Highlights occurring during the 
reporting period.· 

1 December 196$. Today 15$ sorties, 90.5 flight hours and 10 mede'irac escort 
missions were flown by VM0-6; while expending 177 rockets and 5400 rounds 
of 7.62Jnm in support of 3rd MarDiv units. Seaworthy 99-9 flight, while 
on night med evac, escorted Dust Off on an emergency medevac in support of 
the U. S. Army. 

2 Decanber 196$. Seaworthy 97-1, an 0-1, was downed while operating east 
of LZ Shiloh. The wreckage 1·mS spotted by Seaworthy 97-6 after a search 
had been initiated and a recovery team was inserted. There were no survi vora 
The pilot of Seaworthy 97-5 received a flesh wound in the arm from small arms 
while on patrol in the DHZ. VlVlO-6 flew 112 sorties. 

3 December 196$. Seaworthy 97-3 recm ved intense small arms and .50 cal 
fire while on a 508D mission. Fixed ,dng waS called in on the posi tioh. 
Seaworthy 99-2, controlling Mission 203, was inserting a recon temn when 
the transport. aircraft took fire in the LZ. 99-3 observed the muzzle fleshes 
and took the target under fire while the transports rGllloved the tcom. 

4 D§Canber 1968. VM0-6 flew 109 sorties expending 233 rockets and 109000 
rounds of 7. 62mm. Seventeen med evac missions were completod. Sea'WOrthy 
99-6 ll!ld 99-7 ron fix<.-d -wing Dnd expended their own ordnance on suspected 
enemy positions in support of 3rd Recon En. 

5 Decanb.er 1968. Seaworthy 99-7 Dnd 99-8 covered a Sparrow Hawk mission at 
YO 1351 end controlled LoveBug 517 on 6 NVA. 99-7 & 8 e:xpended ordnll!lce as 
suppressive fire in support of Co.ttleColl 92-9, 10 , 11 & 12 und recoived 
2 secondary explosions. 132 sorties, 86.2 hours were flovm while expendihg 
203 rockets ond 11,500 rounds of 7. 6;2roxn. 

6 DecE:I!lbor 1968. VMO-6 flew 141 sorties in 87.9 ho.urs including 11 medov8.c 
missions end expending Y)6 rockets a.nd 19,100 rounds of 7.62rI1I1l. Soo.worthy 
99-6 & 7 provided suppressive fire in support of 0. tactical insert of Ring­
let. The flight alSo. ceordino.tcda tc.ctical erriergoncy extract of Settl~ 
moot with Chatt0l'box 93-6 & 7. 

7 Decanbor 196$. On Poarl Harbor Day Seaworthy 99-3, 4, 5, & 6 delivorod 
suppressi vo fire in fi vo zones while providing support for a 1700 mr;ll troop 
lift. Seaworthy TAC(A) I S controlled 16 flights of fixed -wing in support of 
tho same lift. In accomplishing this, VHO-6 flew 143 sorties in 93.5 hours 
expending 426 rockots and 24,000 rounds of 7.62mm. 
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8 Deeanber 1968. VMo..6 flew 159 sorties and 95.1 hours includ~ng 17 med­
evac missions. See:wor~hy Ned Evac chase provided coordine,tion f'nd suppres­
sive fire, 40"2.75" rockets and 1,500 rounds of 7.62Inm in support of Chat-
terbox Med Evac. . . 

9 Decan,her 196$. On MisSion 401, Seaworthy 99-5 & 6 prov:tded gun .support ' 
for OattJ.oOall 92-4 through 8 on a troop lift. 92-4 Wc,s downed b·-, enemy 
fire at In 005621 end 99-5 & 6 covered the successful extraction of the 
OR-46 crew. 99-6 too,k hits and returned to Vandegrift. Fixed wing were 
used to destroy the 0H-46 when NVA troops .were observed in and around the ., 
aircraft. .,' . 

10 December: 1968. Today 378 rockets arid 19,000 ~unds of 7.62nm were ox­
pended on 14.3 sorties and 96 • .3 flight-hours by VM0-6. Soa~rthy 97 .. 6 r~ 
ceivod crodit for .3 KBA while controlling He1lborne 028 on bunkc~s. Later, 
98-9 controlled four £lights of fix,cd wing .md destroyed sevorol bunkers and . 
one .50 cal position. 

11 December 1968. Sea:worth~· 9~3, on Mission 508B, controllod six flights 
of tactical cir on NVA in bunkers and ll!l AA posi tion resulting in munerous 
secondaries and one. 50 .cal position destroyed. VMO~6 expendod 525 rockets 
and 14,500 roun,ds of 7. 6anm in carrying out 89 sorties 1..11 support of the 
.3rd MarDi v. 

12 December 1968. Seaworthy 99-1 und 2 provided co;ntrol and gUll support for 
the extraction of Sparrow Hcwk team at In 0.368 and recon team Blend. 99-1 
and 2 thEn providod supprossi va fire in support of the emargency' extraction of Beach Boy. . .. 

13 Docember 1968. Walnut Hill 1 & 2 cover0d end coordinatod.the extraction 
of Old Colonel. recon team who he.d teken an NVA prisoner. Tho flight took 
fire and delivered supprossi ve fire during tho successful extraction of the 
team. . 

14 Dooqnbor 1968. One Hundred twenty-six sorties in 95.6 hoursw1 th 'E.J7 
rockets and 11,700 rounds of 7.62nim was accomplished during ,tho day. WI'l..l­
nut Hill 1 & 2 provided supprossi ve firo while Walnut Hill 6 extracted 
Crystal Star rooon tc:om at YD 043688 and later covered: Walnut Hill 3, 4, 
and 5 af;! they lifted 130 troops to YD 312436. When the transports took 
fir 0, Cat Killor 12 ran ,fix~d wing while WolnutHill 1 & 2 directed suppros­
sive fire on. the enemy positions. 
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15 December 1968. While working with Klondiko 14, SOQworthy 9~·8 cided 
Klondike Kilo 1, n patrol in contact with NVk. at YD 268315. l£tor doliver­
ing suppressive fire, 98-8 placed me.rking rounds for CUl artillery FO who 
directod urtillory onto tho NVA positions. 

16 Docqmber 1968. Walnut Hill 1: & 2 covered the lift of .Angus Spotter into 
YD 331426. On tho initial Po.ss over the zone, tho lead circrc.ft took firo -
and fixod wing were run on the suspectod positions. Tho Walnut Hill oircraft 
then further prepped the zone with 2000 rounds of 7. 62rnm. Tho transports 
rocei vod no fire going into tho zone. Walnut Hill 1 & 2 thm coverod the 
extract of Settlement recon team who had en anorgoncy mod oVC,C. TIns extro.ct 
was accomplished in minimulll time. 

17 December 1968. Seaworthy 99-3 £11ld 4, while sup)orting 3rd Rocon Bn., 
picked up an emergency med avaC from recon tom Barlcwood :tn tho Bo. Long 
valley. 'The 'extract of the rest of tho teem was then covered by Walnut HilI 
1 & 2. 

18 DecQ!!!.boI; l2..61l. Seaworthy 97-6 ran dr strikes on anomy bunkers and auto­
matic weepon sites with Love Bug 516 and Hellborne 262 to tho tune of one 
confinued I\B~ three highly probable leBiI., two automatic woe.p 01'1 " si tes des­
troyed und several bunkers destroyed. Elsewhere, S02.worthy Hed Evec chase 
escortGd CnttleCall medevac on 14 missions in support of nUlllorous' clGLlents 
of tho 3rd I-larDiv. . ,'.. 

19 De9Ember 1968. Seaworthy 99-0 and 1, while attEmpting to insort MarshDll 
'Ha:l:t 'recoil ;team in the Da Krong valley, spotted enemy troops in tho LZ. The 
,a;ir<::raft \:'ler.~ .. firod ,upon and r.etumed,i+re with. )IDkl1ovm J;"6sul ts ro'l~ the in-
~~,~~~ j.'~~s~p'?rt?cL":' ", .... .' ' ;,' . .' " .....;:., 

,20 DQC'ai.thel: 19p[3 • ."· S·E3~.~rthy airtrart fl. ow 73.6 hOurs in support cil 3rd HLU'D:ilr 
uh'i t.s.'UH.;..'1E'S provided 'COVEll" for'several recan inserts 2nd extracts, flying 
?1.5 o,(th,9 ¥?,~cl flJ ght , hqurp •. ,: Seaworthy C:j7-:-4, 97-::p and,98-0 ,ru.l controlled 
fix$d,'wj,:ng 'o;j;rcr'e.ft." ci~ing the dny 'res;til ting in numerous structures 'en¢! 
't'r,?Dchl:i.ne . ciestroyed~: " \ . ',. . i' • ' ' 

21Dec~bor 1968., Soaworthy98-10 :dtid' 97-4 cove~Gd' the 'O\ncrgency'oxtr'tct of 
D:tjyillg'Test:rec,ontG2fll \Nho li~d N'\1Atroops Cpasing than~ .' 98-10 and 97-4 kept 
~ite ~n th,ctrc'uli'nosouth bf thO zone therecol1teom had mantgod to rOllch,:' 
98::.10';'usiilg2~·75"',rockets·;c::ii(17·;,62mr.1 for n few pe,SSGS finclly went high to 
,~ave rockets. for fi~ed wiflg while 97-4 strai:,od with ¥J.-16's., S,oE'.worthy 99-5 
ahd"t!: 'arr.i:'ved ~n'd jed.nod 97':'4' iii'making strafing ·:rU:n's, Within 20 Tlidjers' of tho 
;teaill~Wru.riut Hiill & 2.?.rri ved with' CattlEiCcll tr£'rtaports i,;,nd thd,team 1,-J;;'S 

,!3ucc,~'~'sfully eXtracted With 9s...11 flight· joining to support'tho' eii:tre.'ct. 
Fixed' wing were used by 98-0 loss than 200 meters from tho toom with excollont 
results. 
. .' "I" . "' ~ •. ,~. . ,.::.1. . , 'F 
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22 Decanber 1968. VM0-6' flight:opera~ons<w0res6v0rcl..yhainpCired. todc.y:", 
due to low ceilings, rain arid fog which persisted'throughciutth0 dey and ", 
night. Despite this VHO-,6 fl.€lW 34·I$0rties .. ,Seaworthy 99-1ahd2 covcroo' 
a trooplift' for Itl:-qndikeL:i;ma and Miko to ·\1tl.ndogrift inspi to .,of ;the poqr'. 
weather. :, •. ,"_ .. , . 

23 Decanbef 198@., Poc:r-w~atl'J.erHcontinuedto· slo~ night' op ~rations to a .' 
crawl with only'14 sorties t'tl1d 8.2 flight hours flown. So['.-worthy 99-9 and 
10 were able to work with Oh2tterbOx aircraft in the extr2ction .of ,Clemson 
Song recon teron., ' . . - . 

I • '. • ,-,". -~ ,: .:.. " i i..' • ; .' 1 ~ ;; -1 •• ~ r . '- . :'j: l!. " , 

24 PecembQ1' 1968'. Flight op er b.ti on s .pick,ed up,soriewha.~ todaY'wheh tho', : ,: :t',' 
weather wo-wed ilM0-6 to ac complish ,77 sQr:ties and 58. j' hourl3_ . Seo.-worthy99-? 
tmd 8 covered ,the attempted'insort of . twO . 'reoon tel.'irils.' On both inserts the.. . :, 
aircraft took ap.d retu;rned fire as -well, i.s ,rtm 'fixedwing op.· tho' enemy pqsi:" 
tiona. The '.flight· also co:v:ered, .the$u,ccEJt3s~ful extraction ofthre,e toems, 
lQ.ng1:et,. OrYs~~,· Star and . Oonsti tutio~. t, '" , ' . 

25 Dec~ber 1968.' 'Christni~s o;,y found \1J':(~6 flY±ng 50 'sorti~ ma:tiuy whil'o 
patrolling to ensure the truco' was baing upheld. Enemy activity wr.s noted: 
by the 00.1 pilots- andobsorvers north of tho Ben Rei rivor in tho. fom of' 
trucks, a or.ana: end.'nUlilaI'ous ·personnel. "Fourrecon teams were inSC;lI'tod by 
Walnut Hill': & 2; Para;sol, Jnn:anda, 09smic'vIaveand Heri tago.,· '. 

26 December' 196a.. Due to Q.J.ang Tn runway repair.s, VN9-6 t S 0-1' cilel OV-10 
aircraft operated from Dong Hi end Phu Bai. SeawOr:tllY 99-1 and 2 cClllplotcc. 
the four recan inserts of Spongy Tackle, Belmont Tones, Jdsdom Jacket end 
Dustli to. , . 1 . . 

,. 

V DecEmber 3968. Tod,ay, 0:'1 mi.ssi~ns.jo5/203, SeawOrthy 99-1 end 2 c~v€Jred 
the inserts of seven recon·teams; Salinas, Centipede, DOck Leaf, Blend,. . 
Big Shot, Beach Boy and Frost Burg, elso doli voting sup l)Tossi VG fir e on n 
kno~ NV~ troop location. . , 

28 Dresber 1968., :. ,Today Seaworthy 99-1 & 2, on -Mission 505/203, covered the 
insert of several. recon teams, including Clemson Song, tl10n proco(xlQa ~o cover 
the pickup of 2 emergencymedevacs. Prom there 'Seaworthyre~ed 110 Clanson 
~Song to deliver heavy fire on ensny positions surrounding-that unit. After 
rearming and refueling, Seawor.thy retumeidonoe more to covSt-. the 'insert of,. 
reactionary ,forces. '! 
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21 December 1968. Seawort~1Y 99-7 & 8 delivered firo on enemy positions 
near recon team Settlement ~eturning after rearm and refuel with Seaworthy 
98-9 to cover the extractim1 of Settlement once again recei v:i.ng heavy enemy 
fire. .After Settlement was safe, 99-7 & 8 proceeded to Belmont Tones, de.­
livering and receiving fire while covering this extraction, assisted by 98-10. 
VMO-6 expended 357 rockets and 23,000 rounds of 7.62mm in 67.8 hours, while 
completing 93 sorties. 

30 December 1968. Seaworthy 99·~5 & 6 coverod several recon tealllS as they 
were extracted and then pro':!8cded to insert and extract Wi tty Ordeal. After 
refuel at Vandegrift 99-5 & 6 proceeded to provido covcm fire for the insert 
of recon team Intrigue. 

31 Decem.be.r 196$. Tne end of 1968 found Seaworthy 99-5 & 6 covering the suc­
cessful inserts of seven reCon teams receiving hoavy enemy fire on the attempted 
insert of Hungarian. Covering the stlooth .. extracts of two teams, 99-5 & 6 ro­
ceived heavy firo and delivered suppressivG fire on the enemy pOSitions sur­
rounding recon team Oak Loaf. After refuel at Vandegrift, 99-5 & 6 received 
fire from Cam Lo and also whilo on final approach to Quang Tri. 
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VM0-6 completed the month of December with 2248.4 hours and 3,082 sorties. 
Seaworthy pilots flying over 100 hours this month were: Hajor R. G. W'dALEY 
in OV-10 and UH-1E aircraft; 1stLt J. H. LAWRENCE and 1stLt R. J. NORIARTY, 
both 0-1 pilots 'With over 130 hours and 125 hours rospectively. 

The following promotion was effected during the month of Deccmbcr: 

TO STAFF SERGEANT 

B. L. GOODFilLLOW 

The following pilots joined VM0-6 during December: Major K. MASON, 
Captain E. L. BUFrON Jr., Oaptain L. G. ADAMS, Captain C. D. LEA, 1stLt,K. E. 
PENNINGTON. Seavrorthy said good-by to the follolldng pilots in Decambor: 
Major K. R. BUSKE, Major K. MASON, 1stLt R. J. JlLLEN, 1stLt D. J. COOK, 1stLt ~o-·· 
J. E, JACKSON, 1stLt K, E. PEi.'ifNINGTON, 1stLt R. C.' lUnJiJ."T, 1stLt W. C. lllLFE, /" 
1stLt E. K. WOOD\ot)RTH. 

j 
I VM.0-6 also, wi th a heavy heart and deep or determination to not I et a 
f comrade fall in vain, bid farewell to 1stLt J. R. REESE and 1stl.t R. LATIMER, 
I who were killed in action on 2 December when their 0-1 was dO"Wl"led by enemy 

u' fire. 

VMO-6 ended calendar year 1968 flying 21,757.9 hours and going from 24 /'_ J/- to 12 Hueys with no Slicks or VIP aircraft in the squadron inventory. The 
J I slick and VIP commitment 'WaS picked up by HML-.367 who nOW' has a detachment 

f at QUang Tri. I 
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