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Part T: Organizational Data

e

2e

3e

Comranding Officer and Staff with ﬁnclusive dates:

Commanding Officer: Major H. A. ZANDER {1 = 31 January 1969
Execubive Officer: Major L, Jo IRAYER 1 -~ 31 Janwary 1969
Operations Officer: Mejor M, J, BARKOVICH 1 ~ 31 Jamuary 1969
Intelligence Officer: ajor T. J, RAUSCHER 1 - 31 Jamuary 1969
Administrative Goficer: Major T. A, EIKENBERY 1 - 31 January 1969
Logistics Officer: Maior D. M. LOWE 1 — 31 January 1969

Uﬁit location with inciusive dates:

Quang T.t‘lJ Repubiic of vietnam 1 - 31 January 1969

Average monthly cquadr n strength:

M/RINE CFFICERS MAR.E EN.ISTED NAVAL OFFICERS LiVAL, HILISTED TOTLL.

&7 a7 1 ¢ 295
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Part II: HNarrative Summary of Significant Highlights occurring during
the reporting periods o

I January 1969. The first day of the new year found VMO~6 flying 78
sorties in 62 hours. Seaworthy 99~7/8 ran air strikes and delivered . .
ordnance as an LZ prep for Speeding Home Kilo on an assault 1ift by
Cattlecall 92-4 and 6,

2 January 1969. Scawarthy 99_--5/6 after four troop escorts was called to
LZ Dagpipe to pick up a med:ivac having to return to the same LZ later to
pick up two more, After covering the escort of Hurricane 426 - 418, they
reselved hostile fire and deolivered ordnance on the eneny positions One.
hundred and five sorties in 39 hours were completed by VMO~6 Lodays

3iuJanuary . 19693 Seawarthy ¥9-1/2. working with Kingrman 16 and L4 parti-
cipated in the inserts of several teams with Showcase, reeceiving hostilc
fire after being inserted., 2elivering suppressive ordnance., Scaworthy
, 8 T g S
moved the team and brought Kingsman in to make the oxtrach, Scawortly
(o] S
sosibinus,  Seaworthy
99—-3/A covered Chatterbox ewil Cattlecgll on the 1ifi of 1500 i troops,
then procecded to Klondike ;4 for an emergency medevac with 99-3 being '
forced to hover over the zone in order to make the pickupe

L January 1969. Seawcrthy 99-3/L were called to support /ndrew Charlie,
who had inde eneny contact, With Andrew Charlic marking the target, 993 /1,
expended all ordnance on the cnemy positions, After re-arming, 99-3/L again
expended all ordnance on th: cneny positions, still receiving hostile firec.
Returning again Seawcrthy suppressed the enemy fire and made no further
contact. Weather conditions severcly hampered all flight operations on
this date, ‘ :

> Jamuary 1969, VMO-6 flight operations were again severely hampercd by
thc weather, Seaworthy 99-5/6 launched, but was farced to retuwrn duc o
poor visibility. , :

6 January 1969. Seaworthy aircraft were held to 28 sortics in 15 hours
due to poor weather, Seaworthy 99-7/8 covered two resupplies . tlhien worked
with Hasty Foot Golf, expending ordnance on buildings, bunkers, and trail
arcas, '

7 January 1969. VMO-6 Ul-1E aircraft covered eight resupplies and two
recon extracts today in extremely poor weather.
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8 Jarwary 1969. Seaworthy 99~7/8 received flre on their first recon insert,.
and after suppressing the fire returned the team to Vandergrift . Seaworthy
99-7/3 then covered the extract of three teams bef are covering the atbempted
insert of Darting Star by Chatterbox 93-11. After Seawcrthiyy prepped the zone,
9311 proceeded into the zone and recéived fire from behind. Seaworthy 99_—-’7/8
delivered suppressive fire and no casualties were reported. B

Januazz 1969, Seaworthy 99-5/6 covered the insert of Speeding Houe India -
am Lima who were lifted by Cattlecall 92-4, After prepping the zone with
the help of Seaworthy 98-4. the two units were inserted with no contact.

mwo OV~107s were detached =.o Chu Lai to aid in the scarch for a downed

eircraft in that area.

10 January 1969. Seaworths's Walnut Hill 1/2 ran two flights of fixed wing
cn eneny movement ercund ;Jlorado, then covered Walrmut Hill 3/l on the ex~ -
traction of thst team; expending ordnance .on the ereiy positions. Seaworthy
0-1 aircraft primarily flcw SAR in the search of Cohiillers 15 with 97-1
sighting heavy trai’ and buaker activity in three ".vations, 06=6/7 also
aided in the search #s well as delivered suppressive fire Jos Sandbax 3

11 Janua.ry 1959, Seawortty 99-3/4 covered the troop 1ifts of Speeding
Hame, Sond BOX, Hasty Foor, Budget 3 and Budget Delta; while 99-1/2 covered
the J.n,sorts of recou teams Blackbud, Intrigue, Dar: 1nb Star and Ringlete
Seawort.ay O-1ts ran VR and TAC(A) missions destroying elght bunkers ard
damaging two. 98-l received fire on two occasions while supporting. Andrew
14 Deltn, who had made cortact with an unknown size force. Seaworthy 96-7T.
spotted enemy troops in three locations, controlling artillery on the

eneny forces.

12 J'anuary 1969,  Seaworthy 99-1/2, found enemy troops in the proposed LZ
far August Might arnd delivered ordnance, and also ran fixed wing on the
position. Seaworthy then received a call from Wisdom Jacket, who had
made enemy contact, and directed air strikes on that position. 99-3 /L
relicved 1/2 for rearm and refuel, and with Seaworthy 97-i snd 5 spotting
as weather closed in, was able to cxtract the team.on the first pass by
Chatterbox 12/13. Upon the return of 99—1/2, the four gunships expeuded
all ordnamce on the enemy positions. Seaworthy 96=-1/2 returned frow Chu
Lai, having completed their SAR mission,
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13 Jonvory 1969. . Seaworthy 99-3/4 covered the 1ift of Andrew Charlie

.. by -Chatterbox 93-1~4. Although the zone had been prepped by 99-3/L and
“artillery, the zone still contained booby traps and Chatterbox 93~1 was

damaged upon landing and had to shut down in the zone, 99-4 had to return
to Quang Tri duc to bad radios, while 99=3 remained on station to cover

the troops and crew, and to begin coordination of the recovery team. With
99-L bvacl on station, 99-3 returned to Vandergrift to refucl, and the inser-
vion of Andrew Charlie resumed along with the insertion of a recovery team.
©~3/f1 then expended ordnence on a bunker complex spotted by 97-3 , after v
1/Lt S, T. PALMASON had enotted one enemy soldier in the dooruwsy of a bunker
znd had one KBA by placin: a 2.75" WP rocket in the doarway hitting the MV4
noldier. While marking tiw target, 99-3/L then destroyed onc bunker and
camaged another; with Seavwarbhy 98-5 controlling artillery on the area

later that day., 9€-1/2 ed 47,9 hours in three days while detached to
{hua Lai on SiH, :

ih January 1949, Soawortin 99-3/L were called to o pport irdirew Charlie,
who mde enemy contadc was wecelving heavv g a8 ol auntaiatie
vieapons fire. Joincid by %/-5, the two gunshios de cres. orTinsnoce on the
enery positions bef e being relieved by Walnut HiiL 1/2 and 5. vaortly 98-5.

55 January 1949. Seaworthy's Walnut Hill 1/2, 99-7-6 peruicipsted in the
assault 1ift of Speoding Home and the troop 1ifts of Sali.ss Mike, Budget
Bravo, Jelta and Echo. Seaworthy 99-3/4 covered Critlecall aireraft cn one
pricrit;” and one roucine radevac-

16 Januwyy 1969 Seawortly 99-3 /h flew 12 hours in spite of noor wcabher
to cover the inserts of Crystal Ltar, OLd Coloncl, as well as the extracts
of pir Fdlice, Marshall Hall, Penguin snd 01d Colonel flphe, Scaworthy

also covered the pickup of two medevacs., 90-2 discovered eneiy troops in

the open in one locstion and controlled artillery on their position.

17 January 1969. Scaworthy 98-~0-3 were detached to Chu Lai today to
participate in SAR operaticn with Crown. 97-5 received fire whilec con~
trolling Marshall Hall Cheirlic on a bunker complex and .50 caliber position
in the Di¥Z, The fire mission was caompleted with three bunkers destroyed,
one cdaraged and one tumnel -caved in, ‘

18 January 1969. VMO-6 flew 90 sorties in 65 hours expending 220 rockets
and 19,000 rounds of 7.62 mm. Seaworthy $9-7/¢ were called to support Crystal
Star and expended ordnance on the cnemy positions, roceiving hostile fire.
After rearm and refuel, the section returned once more to expend ordnance

on the eneny and were joined by 99-—1/2 and 97-5 who also took fire, Meebting
Cattlecall 4=6 at Vandergrift, 99-7/% returned to Crystal Star to insert a
reaction force and were met by 98-6/7, who was controlled by 97-5, expended
ordnance on the enemy positions. VHO~6 QV-10's remained at Chu Lai, still
partieipating in SAR with Crown,
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19 January 1969. Flying 97 sorties and 107 hours VMU-6' aireraft expcended
316 rockets and 18,000 rds, of 7.62mme, Recon team Amenda, in contact with -
eneny troops, was supported by Seaworthy 96-6 who dolivered fire on the
eneny positions while waiting for fixed wing air strikes. 95-3 cantralled

. three flights of air and observed NVA troops, making several maré supprées=
sive fire runs on the enemy. Scaworthy 97-7 relyeved 96~6 and controlled .
mare fixed wing on the enemy positions, recéiving fire fromall sides of
the zone. 98-=7/10/12 deliversd: heavy suppressive fire on the ¢nery and
99~1/2, 5/6 received fire while delivering ordnance during the extract

of the team by Walnut Hill 3. ' ‘

20 January 1%62. ~ seaworthy 98-7, receiving smll arms fire, contrdlled
Hollbamne 006 cn the enemy position, uncovering one large bunker and '
numerous smell ones with three secondary explosions. Seaworthy 9&-10,
99~3/l, covered recon tean Stein Song on the extract and destruction of a
large cnemy weapons cache. WHO-6 flew 85 sarties and 97 hourse

21 Jamuary 1969. Seawarthy 99-13/14 were covering the 1ift of three
companies when the fixed wing aircraft in the area reccixi:. hostile fire,
99~13/14 delivered ardnpanes: to the enermy positios while the Lransparts
began their 1ift. (n the second wave the enemy fire stopped, and the 1ift
canpleted with no further incidents. Seaworthy 98-19/20, c¢a a S/R mission
for a downed A~H, received fire from two areas near the wreckage of tho
A~6 and delivered suppressive firc on the cnemy. Latar in the afternoon
they returned to cover a photo plane and again received heavy ,50cal and -
autamtic weapms fire, 98-20 recceived a jdlting air burst. under his A/C
with only minor damge.

22 January 1969. VMO-6 flew 105 sorties and 102 howrs expending 295

rockets and 13,600 rds. cf 7.62m. Seawarthy 97-4 controlled two flights

of fixed wing in support of ARVN troops in contact. Seaworthy 90=3, 99~13/

- 14 received enemy fire as the two gunships lifted two SRVUN KIA's out «f
the zonee Seaworthy 96-3/k, 99-13/1k4 delivered heavy suppressive fire

on the cnerly positions, ' ' '

23 Jamuary 1969, VMO=6 expended 30,200 rounds of 7.62mm and 284 roclets
in &9 sarties and 97.6 hours. While on a VR at low altitude, Scawarthy
99-13 observed 10-15 NVA troops on a river bank in the XDOAG5 area, The
flight leadars coordinated with 969 and 93-3 while 99-13/14 deliveraed
heavy ardnance on the NV4 patrol, receiving return fire, Results were
three NV4 confirmered and one NVA probable KBA.

2l, Jamuary 1969. Ssawarthy 99-5/6 covered Cattlecall medevac on the extract
. of one priarity and one routine medevac for Heritage €1. Scaworthy

received fire several times during the mission and expended ordngnce an

the enery positims, s '

25 January 1969e. Seaworthy 97-3, in suppart of Hayride, spotted NVA - .
troops and controlled three flights of fixed wing on the enery position,
Seaworthy 99-7/8 and 98-10 received fire while covering the eiwrgency .

extract of the team by Chatterbox 93-7,
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.. 26 Janvary 1969. Seaworthy 98-6 and 10, spotted enemy troops in the
_trees,while flying VR in suppart of Jawbreaker, and expended heavy fire
on the position, Seaworthy 99-1/2 received fire while covering the insert

© of John Brown. With Seaworthy delivering suppressive fire, the insert was

completed without further incident. Seaworthy's Walnut Hill 1 developed
partial tail rotor failure in the Dewey Canyon area and the pilot, Major
K. C. CARLON, successfully flew the aircraft back to Vandergrift,.

27 January 1969. VMO=6 aircraft flew 114 hours and 106 sorties expending
13,150 rounds of 7.62 mm and 145 rockets. Seaworthy!s Walnut Hill 1/2,
covering Walnut Hill 3-5, received hostile fire while liftimng Salinas
India and returned fire on the enemy positions. Seaworthy 97.4 received
fire from two .50 caliber machine guns and controlled Gunfighter 1/2 on
the four active positions, destroying two and damaging two others plus
their connecting trenches, 97~5 directed a patrol of Jacksonville Hotel
to a bunker they spotted with what appeared to be large baxes covered with
camouflaged tarpaulins. A large ammo cache was discovered 2vd capbured,

28 Janusry 1969. VMO-6 introduced the HTW into service to «id in LZ preps.
Seavorthy 99-1/2 covered the morning attcmpted insert of Piston Rod, with
99~5/6 preparing the zone with the first tactical drop of "o rew ilelicopter
Trap Weapon. The team was pulled due to communication problems and later
inserted by Blackwidow 20, cowvered by Seawarthy 99-9/10 and assisted oy
Lovebug 7k

29 Jenvary 1969. VMO-6 flew 103 sorties in 116 hours and expending 358
rockets and 21,700 rounds of 7.62 mm on this day. Seaworthy 99-1/2 covered
two inserts and an extract before covering the attempted insert of Churchview.
99-1 took a hit in the tail pylon and the two aircraft delivered ordnance

on the enemy positions while the team was extracted. 99-~1/2 continued their
mission, covering the insert of four more tcams. Seaworthy 98-0 discovered
50 - 60 enemy troops on the road at onc position and controlled air and
artillcry resulting in eight NVA KIA and four bunkers destroyed. Seaworthy
97-7, while supporting Ida May recon team in the DMZ, took a hit in the
cockpit asrea, NO injuries were inflicted,

- 30 January 1969. After three Marine troop lifts, Seaworthy 99-5/6 covered

th"e“E'."ft‘s‘Lo'f",Eddy Budget Charlic, and was rélieved by 99-1/2, who completed
that 1ift and covered two more lifts of American troops before covering the
medcvac of 15 troops from Jacksonville Golf, Seaworthy 98-6 supported Eddy
Budgot firing upon enemy troops in the YD146701 area.

31 January 1969, Seaworthy 99-3/4 covered the emergency extract of Early
Flower with Cattlecall 93-6/7. Seaworthy delivered ordnance on the eneny
position during the extract which was completed smoothly. VMO-U ended the
month of January with 2052.6 hours and 2319 sorties.
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Part III: Significant Events

VM0~6 added four new OV-10 Bronco aircraft to its inventory. The squadron
had four days where its planes and pilots flew over 100 hours and numerous
days that flight hours were in the high 90's, Major R. G. WHALEY flew
over 100 hours for the second month in & row, The HIW was introduced,

0-6 welcomed aboard the following officors diring January:

Major C. K. BLEDSOE Captain H., A. LOCSE
Captain L. E. AUSTIN Captoin J. R. HOPRGAN
Captain J., 0. ENOCKSON Captain J. L. STEVENS

1/Lt J. A. SPRING
VMO=6 said farewell to 1/Lt F. M, BATHA and 1/Lt D. SILVERS.
The following promotions were effected during the month °f January:
C. L, PERKINS

TO LANCE CORPORLL

R, H. MATIN
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