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Provisional Marine Aircraft Group 39
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
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FPO San Francisco 96602

03 AL ¢t jea
‘750

CONFIDAITLAL

Froa: Comsanding Officer s
To:  Commanding Officér, Provisidfal-di

Subj: Comuand Chronology for the pe’r“iéd 1 oy 1

‘Ref: (a) Wgd 5750.1C
(b) Grub 5750.1B

Encl: =(1) Part I; ‘
j?) Part II; . ¥y
3) Part III, Sljllflcaﬂt Eve*w.ts

1. 1In co‘trpllance with references (a) and (b), enclosures (1) through (j)
are hereiith submitted,
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Part It Organizational Dats

1+ Comanding Officer and Staff with inclusive dates:
Cc:%.zmndiﬁg Officer: Major H. A, ZANDER 1 - 28 Fébruary 19&

scutive Officer: Iajor L. J. DRAATER 1 - 26 February 1569

Oserations Officer: Major . J. BARKOVIGI { = 28 Februery 196§
Intelligence Officer: lajar T. J., RAUSCHER {1 = 2¢ February 1969
Adiinistrative Officer: Hajor T. 4. EIKEURERY 1 - =8 Februarvy 1969
Logistics Officer: lHajor D, Ik, LOWE 1 =~ 26 February 1959

2. Unit Location with inclusive dates:
swang Tri, Republic of Vietnam {1 - 28 February 1969

3. Average monthly squadran strength:

MARD'T. OFFICERS IARTNE ENLISTED HAV.L OFFICERS HAVAL EITISIED TOTAL

52 252 1 o 305

~ %
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Part II: MNerrative Surmary of Significant Highlights ocewrring during
the reparting period. : '

1 February 1969. Seawarthy 99-3 & 4, on Mission 505, covered the insert

of Frostberg with Cattlecall 8 in support of Godmother under extremely |
marginal weather conditions., Spotting enemy trogps on a trail 250 = 300
meters west of Godmother's position, the two Seaworthy aircraft ‘delivered
ordnance with two probable KBi's, and the team was inserted with no further
incidents.

2 February 1969. VMO-6 aircraft operated in extremely marginsl weather,
with Seaworthy's UH~1E aircraft flying 62 sorties and 22,7 flight hours
in support of 3rd Marine Division recon teéams.

3 February 1969. Again today, operating in extremely poor weather con-
ditions, Seaworthy 99-3 & 4 covered the resupply of Southern YNike and India,
plus the pick up of two med evacs, and received hostile fire from three
locations while enroute to Vandegrift. Covering the insert of Sparrow Hawk,
Seaworthy again took fire and delivercd suppressive fire while working with
Walmut Hill 1, 2, 3, 4, and Seaworthy 97-5.

I, February 1969. Seaworthy 99-13 & 14, on Mission 510, supported Grasshopper
1 Yanliee who had approximately 4O NVA troops in the open, and expended ard-
nance receiving one NVA KBA immediately, and six probable KBA. The enemy
troops were reported retreating toward the Ben Hai River. Seaworthy 98-17
"and 20 were diverted to support recon team Darting Star and received fire.
while ecxoending ordnance on the enemy positions and controlled air strikes
and artillery fire to support the extract of the team, which was covered

by Seaworthy 99-13 & 14, '

5 Pebruary 1969, Scaworthy 99-1 & 2, on Mission 203/205, covered the
insert of reaction team Spoiler with Cattlecall 9 & 10, expending orcnance
on the NV4 positions with negative hostile fire. WO-6 cperations were
again hampered by inclement weather.

6 February 1969. Seawcrthy 98-1, in support of Spoiler, delivered inten-
sive fire on enemy troops west of that teame $8-3. was relieved by Sea-
worthy 98=4 & 5 who conbtinued the visual recon of that area. Seaworthy
99-3 and 4, on Mission 401/510, covered the insert of Grasshopper as a
reaction force for Spoiler by Cattlecall 1, 2, 3, and 4, and also covered
the Scarface aircraft which brought Jacksonville 6 into that positide

7 February 1969. Seaworthy 98-1, on Mission 508D, conducted VR through
extreuely poor weather in support of Spoiler and Prospect, and arovided
cover far patrdls from Grasshopper Delta. With Dolte 1 in contact, Sea=
worthy sighted the enemy troops and ran ordnance on their position vith
negative BDA due to low fuel and poor visibility., VMO~ operations were
extrosely limited due to deteriorating weather conditions.
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13 Fcnruaw_f_)z. Seaworthy 9°—1 & 2 was.covering the insert of recan team
Darting Star when Cattlecall aircraft inserting them tock fire. Secawarthy
supressed the fire and while checking the area received fire from an old
bunler. Expending ordnance, Seaworthy was credited with onc eneciy KD4. .
Called then to-support Sandbox who was in contaet, Scaworthy spotted an

eneny soldier and delivered fire Iilling the NVA, Controlling the extract

of Sendbox by Catilecall, Seaworthy spotted two more W4 troops, and delivered
fire, ldlling one, Seaworthy 98-8 controlled fixed wing on an ecnemy . truck
damazing it hcav:u.ly, then dcllvcred its ordnancr* on a.nothcr truck destroying .
that vehicle, - . o

14 Fom"uary 1969, Seaworthy. 96~7 controlled Lovebug 461 and Hellbarae 463

on cneiy troops and antiaircraft guns at YD 208099 and YD 215105 respectively.
Both fixed wing flights had excellent coverage, working undor poor visibility
and through intense ground fire. Seaworthy 98—6 contro]lcd Torchy Rack 23,
Repl Estate 63 and Dagmar Mike in the YD 1275 area receiving 2 enemy KBA's,
destroying 15 enemy bunkers, damaging 3 bunkers and receiving 2 secondary:
explosions, ” . . - ‘

15_February 1960. Seaworthy 98-6, in support of 9th Marine units, spotted

a bunker .and cave complex at YD 214105, and expended eight 5" Zuni rockets
destroying 2 bunkers and blowing open a caves Seaworthy 966 then located

two .50 caliber machinggun positions and two mortar pits; heavily damaging

two .of these positiongs. The squadron's WH~1E aircraft were down most of the.

day far X-Ray inspection, - Seaworthy 97-4 controlled fired wing o active.
-artillery and truck parks in Laos, Damage assessient was one m‘l pO&l‘blOn ,

and one bumker destroyed .one secondary explosion a,nd f:u e, and 3 A{BA'S. T

16 February 1969, Opcrat:.on Demy Ganyon received the MJOI‘:Lty of MD-6 / /
support. QOV-101s controlled 13 fIights of fixed wing and 5 artillery missicns /|
in support of troops in contact and on gun positions., The UH-1E's delivered /
suppressive fires in support of medevacs, resupply and rocon m:l.ss:.ons. -The
onc-da.v TET trucc period began at 1800. .

17 Feoruary 1969« Soa.wcrthy 99-3 and 4 covered thc c,merguncy cvacuc,t:.on of
2 emergency, 8 priority and 3 routine medevacs for Jawhreaker GOlf. They
also supported an emergency resupply of that wnit and expended ordnance on
NVA troops in an open position near Jawlrealkert!s positione, 99-3 and 4 then
covercd the emergency medevac of 3 troops by Greenbird 2. Escorting four
mare medevac missions, Seaworthy 99-4 received one hit in the co-pilotts
door, slightly wounding the pilot and co-pilot, This occwrred on the last
medevac which was in support of Delmar HST, Seaworthy 98-15 delivered
heavy suppressive fire on the enemy position during the action in'which
994, was h::L. , _ . _ N
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8 February 1909. Seaworthy 96~15, in support of Big Shot, expended ord-
nance on enemy troops sighted by that team, receiving ane eneny KBA.
Seawarthy 99-13 & 14, on mission 401/510, were called to support Jawareaker
Echo who had one priority medevac. Landing in an extremely cluttered zone
on the side of a mountain, with poor visibility and low ceiling, Seawcrthy
made the pick up and proceeded to Jawbreaker Foxtrot for three more priority
medevacs before returning to Vandegrift Base.

9 _Felrvary 1969. 'In the Da Krong Valley Seaworthy 97-9 controlled Seaworthy
96~14 & 15 on an enemy rocket position resulting in 25 rockets destroyed

and 3 secondary explosions, Secaworthy 97-9 then controlled Hellborne 267,
destroying one truck and one automatic wegpons positione Other Seaworthy
fligits destroyed one truck and damaged five with their ordnance,

10 February 1969. Seawarthy 99-13 & 14 on mission 505, were launched to
Support an emergency medevac mission far Southern Mike “Papa. 2 with Chatter-
boxe The Chatterbox aircraft made two attempts and was shot out of the
zone twice, suffering casualties both times. The lead aircraft was heavily
 [damaged and was left at LZ Cunningham. The mission was supported b; Sea-
worthyts OV~10 aircraft using SUU-40 flares far the first time in country. i -
The OV-10 aircraft controlled artillery and dropped flares with Basketball
until Spooky 13 checked in to support the ground troops, Scaworthy 99-1 & °
' 2 covercd one emergency medevac fram Rockcrusher Yankee and provided sup~
prossive fire for Dust-off 710, the medevac aircraft. Later, Seawarthy 99-13
and 14 came on station and covered the Dust-off aircraft for the pick up
of 2 KIA's and 2 priarity medevacs. 99-13 & 14 were diverted f£roum ’
continuing RON at Vandegrift due to a ground attack at the base, Seaworthy
97~10 controlled Hellborne, Gunfighter, Lovebug, and Ringneck on positions in
the M Krang Valley area destroying 1 truck and heavily damaging another,
Alsoc destrayed were six 50 gallon drums and 1 large bunker, receiving 4
secondary explosions and 3 secondary fires.

11 Februery 1969. Seaworthy 99-13 & 14 werc launched in support of Southern
Mile who had § priority and 2 cmergency medevacs. Working with Baslmthall
819 and Scaworthy 98-20, the WH~IE aircraft covered Chatterbox = Medevac
receiving fire and delivering heavy suppressive fire on the enemy positions,
Scawarthy 97-3 contralled air strikes on 18 ~ 20 NVA troops at ¥D 0%5045,
receiving 5 onemy KBA, destroying 4 bunkers and one building with one seconfw
ary explosion and one secondary fire. 97-3' also cortrolled Ringncck who ’
dropped 5 - 15 hour delay fuse bombs: inr'the area,

12 February 1969. Seaworthy 99~5 & 6 covered the lift of 11 medevacs from
Southern Kilo by Cattlecall Medevacs The Cattlecall aircraft was forced to
hover in the zone foar 15 minutes in order to lift all tie medevacs, and the
Seawarthy aircraft received intense cnemy autamatic wespons fire, vhich was
guicldly suppressed. Seaworthy 98-13 controlled Hellborue 275 on ah enemy .
cache and hootch area, with 33 large secondary explosions, gnd numerous smaller
secondaries lasting over an hour, Seawarthy 98-17 and 986-20 delivered ordnance
on eneny troops at YD 184033 and YD 183107 receiving 4 confirmed and 1 probable
enery LAl " Eaclosure (2) '
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18 February 1980. Scaworthy 99-13 and 1k covered Cattlecall 17 and 18 for

an emergency resupply of Bulldozer utilizing Crossbill 834 as flare ship.
Upon retvrning to base 99-13 and 14 were called to support base defense in
the ProvHiG—~39 area. Seaworthy 98-1 controlled Hellborne 151 and 153 on
enery troops and expended its own ordnance in support of Delmar Charlie,
Damage assessment revealed scven bunkers destroyed and three cnemy killed.
Seaworthy 97-1 controlled the New Jersey on bunkers in the YD 1273 and YD 1274
grid s¢uares, destroying 5 bunkers, damaging 5 bunkers and a .50 caliber
machinczun position and obtaining one secondary explosion. Two large trail
cuts were made and a stream interdicted.

19 Felruary 1969. Seaworthy 96-2 controlled three flights of fixed wing

‘and Hungarian Delte on occupied enemy bunkers. . This effort in support of
Dewey Canyon yielded fiftcen enemy killed, 98-3 controlled four flights

in the Scotland ITI area in support of "Blend" destroying threc occeupied

.50 caliver wachincgun positions and killing 7 enemy troops. Scuadron UH-1's
were busy supporting 5 inserts, 2 extracts and 3 emergoncy cirbracts, all

of vhich wore campleted. Seaworthy 97-5 in support of Operation Scotland II
controlled three flights for Southern Echo in contact with WA, Daiage in~
flicted was three bunkers destroyed and five secondary fires,

20 February 1969. Seawarthy 99-5 and 6 covered the attempted insert of 0ld
Coloncl -nd Iron Hand with Seaworthy 98-4 and spotted an estimated %0 NVA
troops in the bunkers at LZ srgome. The three Seaworthy aircraft delivered
ordnance on the enemy. Then 96-i controlled Gunfighter 3 and L on the tar-
get roceiving 8 probable XBA's and destroying 3 bunkers.

21 _February 1969. Seaworthy 99-3 and 4 deliveroed ardnance in support of
Joclksoville Golf-2 at old LZ Sheppard where NVi troops wore occupying old
positions, They then supported the 1ift of Jacksonville Fox into the area
as a Sparrow Hawk team, The team found one enemy KBA and two enemy wounded
by the gunships, The Seawortiiy aircraft lifted the two pristners to Charlie
Med far treatment,

22 Felrvary 1969. Seaworthy 96-6, escorting Smitty Kilo-2 tanks which had
been ambushed, expended all of his ordnance while rcceiving heavy onemy fire,
and then controlled Seawarthy 98-9 and 10, Hellborne 268, Ringacck 005,
Daguar Hile and Dagmar Kilo with good target coverage, Scaworthy S0-1
controlled Smitty Kilo 62 and Upset Fox into the area to make contact with
the IVA. One NV4 prisoner was taken,
23 Folruary 1969. In support of operation Dewey Canyon, Seaworthy 97-9 and
/’/ 10 on VR missions ncar the Laotian border discovered numerous trucks on the
// road., Controlling four flights of fixed wing each, the two Scawarthy crews
b accounted for six trucks destroyed and six trucks and one 23 millimeter pun
LA damazode Seaworthy 98-1h controlled 5 flights in the same area of owerations
¢\ destroying two 122mm guns and eight bunkers with threc sccondary explosions.
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2, February 1969. Seaworthy 99-7 and 8 observed active mortar positions
Tiring on Delmgr "B, The two Seawcrthy crews delivered 2.75 rockets and
M~60 machinegun fire on the target, suppressing the mortar fire. Sea-
worthy 98-12 controlled fixed wing and artillery on cnomy troops and mortar
positions receiving one probable XBA.

25 Fobruary 1969. Seaworthy 97-7 contrclled fixed wing in support of Opor—
ation Dewey Canyon resulting in 2 trucks, 1 bulldogzer, { APC, one AOmn gun,
and 6 tunkers destroyed. During the afterncon, Seawarthy 98-5, 12, 13, 17,
and 19 controlled a total of 13 flights of fixed wing on an estimnted

enery battalion in bunkers in the YD 2105 grid square. Adding their own
ordnance to this support of Dewey Canyon, they accounted for a total of

one IB., 5 probable KBA's, 13 secondary explosions, 6 bunkers and 40 meters
of trench line destroyed.

26 February 1969. Seaworthy 96-14 controlled three flights of fixed wing
in susport of Delmar "D destroying an ammo dump and obtaining numcrous
secondory explosions and fires. The Seawarthy crew sighted VC in bunkers
and had 3 confirmed KBi's.

27 Ferrwary 1969. The majarity of sortics flown today were in suppart of
Operation Scotland II. Seaworthy 98- investigated the YD Ch63 and YD 0563
grid scucres where suspected NV/ regimontal positions and two active .50
caliber machinegun sites had been reported. 98-4 adjusted three betberies
on the area obtaining excellont coverage. Seaworthy 97-7, working with rocon
team Teiple Lake, controlled Seaworthy 98-14 and 15 on an estimated Z0 VC
who were in a circle smoking cigarettes. Damage assessment wos 1 confirmed
KBA and { pack abandoned.

28 Pebruary 1969. Seawarthy 99-13 and 14 supported Method 60 with troops

in contact delivering their ardnance on the enemy while receiving fire,

They then made an IFR climbout fram Dong Ha to attempt an emergency medevac
for Hoskod Essay "A". Their mission ended with an escort of Cattlecall 13
with an cmergency blood resupply for Salines "LMe Scaworthy 98-17 supported
recon team Temple Lake who had spotted NVA building bunkers and a camouf laged
truck at' XD 838238. Controlling two flights of fixed wing ond using his own
ordnance, 98~17 accounted for 3 £BA's, 3 probable EBAts, 1 truck destroyed
and 1 bunler destroyed. Seawarthy 99-8 was dovmed by heavy enesy antiair-
eraft fire while oscorting other heIiSopters in the Opesration Dewcy Canyon
arca, o one swrvived the crash.
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Part ITI: Significant Events

1o Secaworthy OV-104's and 0-1's centrolled 255 flights of fixed wing air-
craft and 50 artillery missions in diréct support of Dewey Canyon. In
addition, the OV-104's delivered their suppressive fire ordnance 54 times
in dircet support of the growmd troops in contact when fixed wing and
artillory were not available,

The Seaworthy OV-10i's were launched with the SUU-!0 flarc pods, for
the first time in country to constitute and supplement the algint reoction
paclnge as an interim light source and control of Basketball/Spooky pon
their arrival on station.

—

2. The following officers were welcomed gboard during February:

¥ajor G. C. PSAROS ] 1/it G, H. MELSON
Major L. B. BYERS 1/L% R. L. STiMPER
1/t O, H., BLAYTON 1/t J. R. ACREBACK

2/t J. B. STURTEVAMT
3. The following promotions were effected during Felruary:

TO GUINERY SERGEANT

'R. F. HCCKINBURY

K. W. BELT :
T. W. STRICKLEN

TO LANCE COHAPORAL
J. S, CUMKINGS '
Le TVMO=5 also, with a heavy heart and deepor determination to not'let a
comrade fall in vain, bid farewell to 1STLT E. A. KEZEBLE, 15TLT D. K
JACOI3C-AARD, LCPL W. J. BRENCICH ond LCPL E, C. SiNGIEZ, who were killed
in action on 28 February when their UH-1E was downed by enemy fire.

5, TMO-6 said farewell to Captain T, R, IRVIME and Captain D, B. MCEROOM,
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