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~Part. I: Organizational Data
1. ' Connnanding Officer and Staff with inclusive dates:

Commanding Cfficer: LtCol B. D, BOULDIN 1-31 Mgy 1969

Executive Officers: Major A. K. CHARLTON t-37 May 1969
Operations Officer: Major A,.S. PIPER 1=31 May 1969
Intelligence Officer:  lajor C. R. BLEDSOE 31 Mgy 1969
Administrative Officer: Major T. A, HYKENBENY 1-31 May 1969
Icgiétics Officers . GOLDIN 1.-28 May 1969

L. HAGAN 29-31 May 1969

N

25 Unit Ioeation with ‘ncluonive dates:
Quang Tri, Republic of Vietnam 1-31 May 1949
3. Average lMonthly Syuadron Strength:

MARINE OFFICERS  MARINE ENLISTED NAVAL OWUTCFRS — HAVAL ENIZSTED — TOTAL

51 254 I 0 306
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Part II: Narrative Summary of Significarit Highlights

! May 1969, Recon: team Coconut Candy was ‘extracted under emergency conditlons
after they observed heavy enemy movemerit around their position, Seaworuhy
99-1 & 2 coordinated the extract by Phoenix 1 while 98-8 suppressed fire and.
97-6 marked the enemy locations. _

During the generally quien day Vifl-s aircraft expended only 290 rockets
and 17,300 rounda on the enemy,

Phodnix 2 and Chatterbox 93-2, ‘Sed-
Lewd Lyansports on several

v Aowned CH-46D,

Sveteikes which accounted for

polong and omortar pit.  Five

2 May 1969, Alter the mid-zir coilislon o
worthy 99-5 cocrdinaied vhe SAR efforis a:

Scawovtbv u'w
7 ABAfs and da:

folclad "“" ,'3‘1“") [ /‘I\ { DG5.0N8 wers 4

5 M Seaworthy 99~3 and %8-2 2zcorted Cattiscall resupply transports
int ; gone in the YIRAGTATA RIDGE area, Two ,50CAL guns engaged
-the ~rtiy Uli=1H and the transports as they approached the zone. 99-3
capd 98~2 impediaiely u\gan to suppress the enem firve while 97-2 called
for and controlied the "Strikeback" and other iix ed wing airstrikes on the
gon positions resulting in one gun probably destroyed and five (5) bunkers
_destroved, Tn“ﬁurhnuf the day other Seawort 10ts and 0-1's conducted

hy OV

visual reconnajssarce, artillery, and TAC. L) no
VIRGINTA RIDGE.

-oms in suonort of Operation

1969, © Convoy escort was again a major mission today flown by both
O—1‘s and OV—1O st constant overhead surveillance dscreases the ambush’
threat, Seaworthy S & Y escorted Cattlecall medevac to B/A, were they
evacuated a total of 14 emergency medevacs, 3/4 hzd been in heavy contact
and SW-20 ran 3 flights of fixed wing in support of the troops brealing
contact., Other %pawo"thy aircraft teamed up in the emergency extract of
recon teams Harbor Cueen and Elk River. Both teams had made contact and
through the suppressive fire of SW OV-10!s and gunships both were successfully
extracted, SW-32, an O-1, controlled:fiked wing flignts in support of the
recon team Elk River, futher contributing to the success of the mission.

5 2“1269‘ The recon packege completed 11 inserts and 2 routine and one
emergency extract, Seaworthy 20 and 4 controlled airstrikes in support of the
‘surroundéd team Lucky Punch and Cattlecall transports made the extract.

- In the VIRGINIA RIUGE area Seaworthy O<1*s and AO's controlled naval
gunfiré and airstrikes destroying a .50CAiL position and several bunkers- with;
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numerous secondary explosions.
Seaworthy UH-1E!'s launched et 134
transports on an emergency missicn i
. flares of Crossbill 83/.

H end escorted Chatterbox mﬁdévad‘
JTRGINTA RIDCE arcs aided- by ‘the -

v . :
to the aid of recen

Lzherwoed, delivering
ticops,.  Seaworthy 37

6 liay 1969. Seaworthy 7 coas
Ve

supprs fire until the teunm broke oconteach wib
and hi, Noonwatch dotel, faillsd to et (e the late afternoon.
/ San w aved and continued after dark with n . Operations were

he afterncon by thamderstorme fn “he Wesbern part of Northern

Recon t«:

Y- ¢ heavy e suftered 2 KIA
2D WA, Seaworthy inated the ~xu was coapleted by

i hich had Tired upon Shatterbor i
abtaining several secondary explosions.
joelned by ‘m!b~s in the extensive SAR

‘were agalin

-G8y, controilan cu.rstn~
U¥-10's and
Seaworthy 27

“fatilecall medevac into &
1 was forced to make a
reasiz operationg

)

e “of+ ol

SIS ..M...,\..i ded fire Suppra: = LELE
verad VA Fhils r sulted, .

i alorng the Northwestern .
hy 37 vontinhed to be frul*le

- Although the 3rd Marine Division TIOi vos generaly quiet,
Seaworihy 98-16 and his &40 controiled the first &° huwituer battery on a
‘sugpected eneny posifion in ths DMZ, killing tlhireo Seawortiy 57-3, %
on & visual rescrmaiscance of the uNA spotted & ion 5o ch of -

. the Ben Hai. Afier controlling artlllery fire o 1tlon
was destroyed,
: The recon package successfully completed 5 dnncrod ans :

", recon team Constitution 'was shot out of both its e, The LA c“fort .

continued with no sightings of the .dowhéd erew or aivcralt, . Other VHO-6 missions
included convoy escorts and extensive visual recoarialssance, o :

',Afw !

0‘

10 May 1969, 4s Operation APACHE SNOW kicked . Beaworthy 78-1 and his
- A0 located approximately 40 NVA on a trail Soubiwsh of FSB Cunningham,
Controlling Heilborne 212 on the enemy, 20 KB:i's were obtained.
In support of recon team Elk Hunter, Seaworthy 97-6 controlled two alrstrlkes

.near the Lao Bao prison destroying two trucks, Elk Hunter later came into
contact with an NVA force and 97-6 ran one flight of air on the enemy before
being relieved by 98-9. Seaworthy 98-9 controlled 5 airstrikes and OV-10
suppressive fire as the team was extracted. The team confirmed 13 KBA'!s as

a result of the airstrikes. . : o .
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11 May 1969, Vhile conducting visual reconnaissance of an area from which
Duzt llgut Golf had received automatic weapons' fire, Seaworthy 98-5's crew
cbserved 7 to 9 NVA with packs, helneus, and camouilaged with loilage. . The
eneny was engaged with 4.2" mortars, 60mm mortars, and CV--10 suppressive '
fire with uwrknown results, Later, Seaworthy 98-7 adjusted artillery on
nrbny treops in the open in the same area, a2gain with unknown results,

e recon package inserted team Belmont Tone but was required to execute an
T""g sncy extraction of that team later, During the extraction Seaworthy
¢ & 2 received fire and suppressed it so tﬂa+ Phoenix 1"&"2 wers able

o zorplete the extract.,

' The majority of VMO-6 support was in the form of v1sual rcconnalcsancc,
armzd escort, and recen support today, -

\

hile controlllng a troop lift for 3/4, Seawortliy 99-3 & 4
Nt rolied -an” alrstrlke on an enemy position receiving muitiple szcondary
D o3l ons.
Sguadron OV-10 and 01 crews accounted- for ﬁltldchraft positions,
m,LuC: p051tlons, and numerouu bunkers dEOtrOJPd L

13 LaV 1949, ‘Seaworthy 98-2 coordinated the pick up of medevacs after the
aaminition dump at 1Z Erskine was destroyed by a fire, 97-& conducted a
visual reconnaissance for 1/9 who had troops in contact near the Lactian border
and then adJusted a TPC migsion under an overcast in support of 1/9.

A Yay 1969, Seaworuhy 99-5 and 98~5 conducted an uneventful troop Aift
which had been zippoed earlier in the day., 98-5!'s suppressive fire during the
lift accounted for 2 KB:'s., Elsewhere 98-11 controlled an airstrike on a
»50CLL position, destroyinu it,

15 Mgz 1969, During the extract of recon team Ida Mo, Seaworthy 99—1 &2
received intense enery fire, The UH-1E!'s suppressed the enemy allowing.
Cattlecall 5 & 6 to make the extract, Aifter the team was out, $8-7 controlled
3 airstrikes on the area knocking out 7 bunkers and 4 weapons positions and
‘observing 1 secondary explosion.

Seaworthy O-1 crews conducted extensive artlllery end convoy escort missions,

16 May 1969, - Seaworthy 97-6 and his 4O observed NV: troops near bunkers
in the JPLCHE SHOW area and controlled an artillery mission on them. 98-13
relieved 97-6 and controlled two airstrikes on the target in marginal
weather with good coverage,

- The recon package completed the emergency extract of Marshall Hall
at XD205152, Seaworthy 99-1 & 2 and 98-3,=6 and ~8 provided. cover for the
extract aircraft and controlled airstrikes on the area after the extraction
resulting in one large secondary explosion,
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: i ) - CQ~73 & Vi a"ldvch-'-’q" & 15 with
c_c cse .r,su“port bv Helloorno fllgkts 291 & 205,

#L7

:oa”oruhy 7~1 controlisd Lave ug\160 on an awﬂmy PO it
ke

S ¢ lom:
'd:ntv671ng i ‘bunker with a largs secondary erpiosion. 986 was credited with
2 XBL's after cupprensing enemy fire in support of a troop. 111t
The UH=1E piloted by LtCol BOULDIN and Major GOIDHEN developed tail

wor difficulties while just West of Cam Lo, ¥hile exscuting autorotation
‘tbe orew was forzsed to crash land to avoid hitting a group of Vietnamese®
by - N »F' “ g ;;v o .

Yra

£,<

Operation C.DDO CRHEEX kicked off with Seaworthy $7-2 ana §8--5
Uing ovrstr ikes and artillery prep fires on LZ Enterprise, The
1"t was escorted without incident by 9%9-3 & 4.,

Lfter racon team Lucky Punch was shot cul of ‘its primary and alternate
zones, Seaworthy 98-3 controlled Hellborne 463 on.the zone 2s 99-1-&-2- suphrsssed
cnemy . fire. - fio a result there were & bunkers and 2 ,50CAL puélt+ons destroyed.
with R, ) o S : o ) ‘

. The nlght mortar/rocket wctch contlnued and wstched PJanﬁ Tri
receive 2 rounds on the East and 10 rounds on the Yest side,

Seaworthy 98-8!'s crew discovered an LPC, 2 genere ter, and a sunply
storaze area, 98-8 was relieved by 98-9 who controlled 6 flights of fixsd

. wing on the target to destroy the LPC danage the. genergtor, kill 3 eneny,

“and obtain 26 secondery exp1031ons

21 May 1969, hn /RVN troop llft was coordlnated by Seaw0rthy 99-3 & 4 who

suppressed sporadic énemy fire throughout the lift. The zone prepa ation had”

boen controlled by 98-8 mEill§EihR07 rlights of fixed wing, -
Seﬂworthy 97~ 13 controlled. Hellvorne 847 on a suspected NVh assembij

arca and received 2 larﬂeAssoond‘ y‘ezp1031ons.

22 1 Uaz 19569, - The troop lift schedulsd for today had to be cancelled due to
Hortar rounds impactihg in the pick up zone, Seaworthy 99-3 & 4 suppressed
the enemy fire while 97-6 controlled airstrikes on the suspected mortor
positions,

98--11 destroyed a bulldozer and damaged 6 trucks and 1 bulldozer in the
LPLCHE SNOW area when he controlled 2 ajirshtrikes on the camoflaged vehicles,
A1l trree types of VMO~ aircraft participated in the successful

emergency extract of recon. team Juc&y Punch.

P .J
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929. Drring the generelly qu1eu ¢9v5 munersus visual reconnaissance
5 wers perfﬂrm.d In the avea Scubn of (FICHE SFOW Seaworthy 98-2

oC trucks and 2 large storaze hoobchas then maried the targets for
Jlanoy who was to conibrol airstrikes on thém. 072 controllied 2 airstrikes
on mortar positions and supply caches in the VIRGINI. RINGE area getting

3 secondary e VpL051ons and 2 secondary fires. ’ :

nycr wreather,

Only 4 sorities and 27.°5 howrs werc flown du e to
ﬂeworuhy 0710

ce expended was the merking rcckeis used b
. ounkers and mertar positions.

“The recon package completed all tasks except for one insert which
ete due to trensport difficulties, ~

: 97-3 controlled Ringneck 00! on a mortar nosition :in the
i area destroying 1 mortar positicn, a 2 50C:1s ; 0 LT A
&1 and 98-13 contrclled cirstrikes in the VIRGIULEL 2
ir L XBA, 5 bunkers destroyved. a secondary explosion mnd 5
z of trench destroyed. ’ '

1959, Phen two recon teams were shot out of their zones, Searorthy
3 % 2 teamed up with 98--3 & 6 to suppress fire, This effort resulted in
4 ER7 and 10 bunkers destroyed.

Tn a routine convoy escort the crew of Seaworthy 9¢7--5 ohservad /4 NVA on a
trail. Iuaploying airstrikes, artlllery and naval gunfire, they killed 3 NVA
ant destroyed 6 bunkers, '

-

27 May 1969, Poor weather cut VHO-6 down Lo 22 sorties and 42,9 hours today.
Seaworthy O-1!'s were active in the VIRGINIA RIDGE area conducting
visual reconnaistance and strikes against active mortar positions,
" Recon team Sky Merchant had movement and contact. and suffered 2 WIA.
Their emergency extract was performed by Chaiterbox 7 who was covered by
suppressive fire of Seaworthy 98-12, 9-5 & 6, and Scarface 13 and 48,

8 “z_1°69 A troop 1ift for 9th Marines was conducted by 99-3 & 4 without
incident in the APACHE SNCY area, Seaworthy's ricon package effected the
emergency extract of team Ida May. They were alded by Seaworthy. 98-11 & 13.

29 Vay 1949, Seaworthy 97-11 ran several {lights of air in support of
Farly P3ower, a recon team, while SW G9-1 & 2 effected an emergency extract,
The extract bird was Cattleeall 5., Cattlecall 5 remained in a very hov zone
for & lonz pericd of time fo allow the team to move to. the only possible
landing site and sven that site was extremely poor, The superb shooting
of OV-~10!'s and UH-1E’s permitted a successful ekXtract without any bird
being hito Withouf the volume of accurate suppressive fire delivered by S 4
& 13 and 99-7 & 2 and the superior flying ability of Cattlecall 5 the eztraﬁL
grould }ave onrely commanded & high price in lives and machinery.
As Seaworthy 98-17 was conducting visual reconnaissance Southwest of ’ //
Khe Sanh, the aircraft was hit by enemy fire, bpgan to burn, and the cre /
 ejected. The crew, Captain MCORGAN and 1st Lt, MORIARITY, wesrs piclked up by
Cattlecall 7 and returned to Quang Tri in excellent condition. .
: Tnclosure (2)
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30 Ma

7 1969, Today VMO-6 surpadsed its monthly flight time record, set only
T meathy : : ' :
Jc recon package was used Lut the UH~iE’e launched four sections and
cowmilated FTVQnrt4pﬂ? Squadron O-1's conducted v1<1&1 reccnnaissance for all
3 regiments in addition to convoy escorts.
Several Ssedorthy OV-10!s controlled elrstrlkes in suppo*t of "M" 3/9
in conbact South of Ca Iu,

jffiﬁ%;.1069o Todsy VMO-6 set a new A:Lubiv ;LJQ£+ time recerd of 2.191.7

' ; in spite of the fact that the pace for ths last 3 days of the month was

. due to weather,

worthy 99-3 & 4 conducted an uneventful troop 1ift and 97-2 controlled
Fire and airstrikes on troops and bunkers in the Eastern DMZ.

~2 2 enemy killed by naval guntire, 13 bunkers dectroyed, 3 seconﬁaf"
seainsione, and. 4 rockets uncovered,

1hs wer
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Part ITI: Significent Events

!
/1‘, On 18 May the UH-1£‘ p:Lloted by LtCol POJTDTN and Major GOIDEN developed
tall gotor difficulties and while executing autorotaticii the crew wes force

' to crash land to avied iitting a group of Vietnamese children,

i On 29 May Seaworthy 98-17 was conducting visual reccnnaissance Soubhwest
'/of Khe Sarh, the airecraft wes hit by enemy fire, began to burn, and the crew
© gjected, The crew, Captain MORG/N and 1st Lt, MORI.RTY, were picked up

by Cottlecall 7 and returned to Quang Tri in excellent condition, .

n 30 May VIO-4 brake last month’s flight time record and had accumulated
// 2.701,7 hours, a new record, by the end oi the month,

e

d

The following officers were welcomed aboard during May:

Lajor J.. A, BRANDON 1/, Do Go RAY

Yajor L. M, DUKE Jr, 4/Lt, 7, D, SEDER
jor J. T, HiGIN III 1/lt. T. P, WILBUR

ifajor R. L, THOMPSON 2/lt. 5. E. KIRWN

“Sur J. F. LYONS
3. The following promotions were effected lduring Mays

T0_SERGEANT

T, E. .CKRRS E. F. GRIVES
D. R. BiUD D. C. LiRDNER
| TO CORPCRAL

J. F, CONNELL IV
J. K. SPLRKS
S. C. STZNDINGSOLDIER

TO L/.NCE CORPORAL

P. B, C.ULFIELD
V. J. YE/GER

TO PRIV.TE FIRST CL..SS-

C. L, BENNETT

L, VMO-6 said farwell to the following officers during May:

Major J. F. GOLDEN . 1/Lt. J. H. L.VRENCE
Major G, G, PSAROS /T, J. Jo SULLIVIN
Cart, K. E, TAYLOR _ /i, Ja B, WED

*"mm) Re i, FERGUSON

Inelosws (30
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