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Part I: Orgonizational Data
1. Commanding Officer and Staff with inclusive dates:

' Commanding Officer: ItC6l B, :D. DOULDIN 1-16 June 1969
: Major A. K. CIZRLTON 17-30 June 1969

Executive Officer: Major A. K. CHARLTON 1-16 June 1969
Major A. S. PIPER 17-30 June 1969

. Operations Officer: Major A. S. PIPER 1-16 June 1969
Major J. &, DRANDON 17.-30 June 1969

Intelligence Officer: Major C. R, DLEJSOE 1-30 June 1969
Administrative Officer: Major L. E. DYERS 1-30 June 1969
Logisties Officer: Major J. T. HAGAN 1-30 June 1969
2. Unit Location with inclusive dates;
Quang Tri, Republic of Vietnam 1-30 June 1969
3.. Average monthly squadron strength:
MARINE OFFICERS MRIINE ENLISTED NAVAL OFFICERS NAVAL ENLISTED — TOTAL

52 237 1 0 290
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Part II: Narrative Summary of Signlflcemt H:Lghllghts

1 June 1969, Supporting the 3rd larines on Operation VILGINT xllDGn,
Seaworthy 97-9 directed Marine and Jrmy artillery units on an enery position
and destroyed 4 .50cal pits, L bunkers, plus 0 meters of defensive trench
lines, OSeaworthy 97=3 was diverted to covér the 2nd ARVN Division and

. controlled Naval Gunfire plus Marine i-4's on an enemy supply ares and

demolished 13 bunkers and had 2 secondery explosions. Late in the day the
OV-10/UH-1Z team proved itself again in the successful extraction of

3rd Reconnaissance Datalion team CRurchview, The team Ird been surrounded
by NV and taken light casuslities, ./n OV-10 arrived on the scene first and
cormenced making runs with his own ordnance to stall the enemy attack, Vhen
the UH=-1E's arrived they continued runs 360° around the team driving the
enemy back and thus allowing the CH-L6 transports of HM 262 to moke the
extract, The recon éredited Seaworthy aircraft with 6 KDi.

2 June 1969, In the early hours of the morning, the Seaworthy mght alert
package scrambled along with CH-L46 aircraft and nade an emergency extract of
a recon teom just South of the DMZ, Seaworthy 99-1 & 2 inserted six recon
teams, On their first attempt to insert "FLIGHT TIME" they received heavy
fire and 99-1 took one hit, After refveling and accessing their battle cemage
they returned and inserted the team on their alternate coordinates. -In the. |
afternoon they led an emergency extract of team SKY MItCH:NT with DBlack ! auow
transports. Three Seaworthy OV-10's led covered the team after they came

in contact and hed run Marine and /idr Force F/A7 in their sx,p'oort 9C=-14 ran
fixed wing and arty on NV.. troops attacking tecm Elk Lunter, .n HML~-367

Huey gun section arrived and delivered their ordnence on the torgets. The
Huey leader then dropped his pods and picked up Elk Hunter's emerzency
VEDEV.C, Chatterbox 5 then proceeded to extract:the rest of the team with
95-14 controlling the covering aircraft. Five Seaworthy OV's provided con-
stant cover and control of rescue operations when & Cattlece ll 13D5V:C

chopper was downed attempting 2 s]ing pickup from ™", 3/9. is dusk
approached, team Paysble ran into & larger cnemy force South of Ihe Se

Lfter OV'10i's had driven the enemy baeck with bombs and nanalm de.hlvered at
close quorters by Marine Fi's, &7 13-14 escorted CH-46's into the zone and
completed a successful extraction,

3 June 1969. Answering a call for emergency medevacs from "E" 2/3, Seaworthy

UH-TE's end OV-10's supported Cattlecall medevae CH-46's in five seperete

‘attempts to complete the mission., +is each attenpt was made the zone .

came alive with small arms, automatic wecepons and mortar fires, The UH~IE's -
attacked each firing position again and again trying to drive back the eneny
forces, The 0V-10!s controlled the flare ship during each try and when the
choppers were shot up or left to refugk brought ¢ rt’lllefy and fixed wing
fires into the fray. In the crrly worning light, the f:.i‘th tire into the
zone, the medevics were completed. .
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L June 1969, Two recon packeges were run today., The first section made-

2 inserts and 6 extracts. They also covered the rescue of a downed CH-46
¢crew. The other section was shot out on two attempted inserts and completed
one other. Four extracts were accomplished, Seaworthy O-1!s supported the
Lth Marines on Operetion HERKIMER HOUNT.IN receiving heavy ground fire
while contrclling Marine [-4's, 20 bunkers were destroyed, 5 secondary
explosions, and 6 K..'s were tallied, dJust after dark, recons "FIIGLT TIME!
came under heavy fire., Seaworthy OV-10's went to thelr aid, rumning fixed
wing, artillery, and their own ordnance on the surrounding eneny., 1In the
dark of the night r dio contact with the team was lost, but ‘the QV-10's
stayed until dawn trying desperately to help. At first light the bodies of
the team whe had been overrun were spotted and we remained to assist in the
recovery of the fallen Marines,

5 June 1969, Lt 0315 on the 5th, Seaworthy 97-14, Tst It, R. J. MORL'RTY, 7

launched on 2 night hop scheduled to allow him to complete his annual night
minimums, The hop was secondarily sirborne to assist in the night rocket

belt watch. At dawn, while searching for a mortar site firing on i-2, he
spotted 5 rockets sitiing on launching pads aimed at Dong Ha. He 1mr1ed1ctely '
adjusted Naval Gunfire into the :rea ond st Bingo Fuel turned the mission over
to Seaworthy 96-5. $8-5 continued to assail the target with 2 flights of loriue
L-L's and one of Navy F-8's while taking heavy ,50cal fire from the groundc.

27 enemy 122MM were destroyed and an attack on friendly forces wes averted,

'3 other VMO-6 O-1!s were responsible for 10 KB..'s within the 3rd Merine

Division AQ,

Seaworthy 98-12 found 12 NVL welking on a trail =t AD793397 while
working with F Compeny, 2/4, His report to D.SC was answered immedi.tely by
6 flights of fixed wing. ..8 each pess wes nade more and nore bunkers were
uncovered and enemy ground f1re increased, Total DI for the 6 flights wa
7 KBi, 21 bunkers destroyed, 2 50cal machine guns destroysd and one possn.ble
230MM1 destroyed. Seaworthy 98-15 relieved 12 on station and contlnucd to pound
the enemy force with all available sources including Mérine F-4!'s, and A-4's,
105's and 175MM guns. ..dding 16 more bunkers and 3 secondary explosions to
the total, 98-15 ond the 2 flights he controlled received 23Mi1 i‘1re from
Co Roc accross the border into Leaos,

7-10 June 1969, VMO-6 pilets, crews, and aircraft flew continuous cover
for recon teams "FIGHTING I4.D" and “ALELIC/N DE/UTY", a downed hellcovter
crew who had attempted "FIGHTING MAD's" rescue, and the Sparrow Hawk units

“who went to their aid., "FIGHTINC M/D" came into contact on the riorning of
. the 7th, Eeaworthy 98-8 was directed by D..SC to cover the team and ren 3

flights of MiG-12 A-4's ond one flight of HML-267 gunships in their support
despite intense enemy ground fire, OV-10's continued to provide support until s

sthe extraction helicorters arrived, Cattlecall 5 was downed in the zone

despite the volume of fire being put out by UH-1E gunships., .n ottempt to
pull out the downed crew was tried ~fter OV-10's had run 7 more flights of fi:cd
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wing 6n the well positioned, well dug-in enemy: Chatterbox 7 mode the atten pt
but he too was crippled in the zone by enemy fire. VIO=6 TAC(A)'s
continued to pound the VC forces with heavy fixed wing ordnonce and os
' night fell the weather started to close in, Seaworthy 96-16 ond his 40
storted up artilléry missions in an'effort to "box in" the teom and
helicopter crews, A C130 flareship was on station rlong with C47 gunships
and AC 119 gunships, Through the night 2 combination of these forces
continued to protect the small hiarine force. In the lost hour before
- dawn the weather beceme so bad and the eir so rough that the gunships could
‘not mrintain altitude in the hozardous mountein terrain and only the OV-10
rémained, continually moving the artillery closer and closer ond moking
daring and accurate night strafing runs in close proximity to the team between
artillery shots, .8 the sun rose on the 8th the team wes still intect.
VMO-6 aircraft continued to lead the attempt to sswe the lierines. OV-108
prepred a neerby lending zone and Hueys covered the 46's as thej-~tterqated
the essa ult being shot out the first time, but completing the insert on the
second go 'u'ound UH~1Es, OV-10s, and 46s 21l took hits in the assnults.
{is the dey closed. the reaction tesm was in place ready to move ot dewn toward
Fighting Fad's positions, Then, only 4,000 meters to the west, ".merican -
Deauty" was clso in serdious trouble, Twice, attempts to eytract then with
their medevacs ended with 46's taking hits as they approached the piclk--up
zone, Two UH-1E!'s and an OV-10 also took hits as they delivered oontinuous
suppressive fire, With the artillery now closed in on all four sides
-of "Fighting Mad™ giving them good protection the OV-10s spent the night
over ".merican Beauty" using floreships, Spookies, Shadow aireraft, and
Merine artillery to neutralize enemy thrusts at the belesguered teom,
During the day on the dey of the 9th "Fighting liad" was joined by the re~c-
tion force and walked back to the IZ under cover of VIi0-6 F.c(..)s, Late in
the dey their medevocs were tcken out and then the rest of the teern and the
downed ehopper crews, On the 10th the reaction team joined ".mericen Deouty"
‘end escorted them to snother LZ. While coverlng medevacs from this zone SU
98-3, Major i. K. CHRITON and 1st Lt, J. &, STRUTEV.NT, took ,50crl fire
in their engine, Vith only poartial power left t‘qey e\ecvted on bmergency
londing without further demage md with no injuries, They were picked up
immediately by the 46's they hod been covering. The sircraft wes lifted
back to fluang Tri by a CH-53 the following day, Defore dusk on the 10th
"Anmerican Deauty" was lifted towards home, CG, 3rd I..RDIV, proised VII0-6
pilots and crewmembers along with their counterpg rts throughcut Prov}iiG=39 fcr
their outstanding sbility ond tireless efforts thot resulted in the scfe :
return of the two recon terms,

Th: other mjor n~etion in this time from occurred with "H" Compony,
2/9, end was similar in scope., & CH-46 crow atterpting medical evecuantions
w2s shot down, Seaworthy circraft supplied continuous support to the unit
until & relief company could come to their add.
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11 June 1969; The recon packoge of Seaweorthy UH-1E's and OV-10's covering
Black Widow transports inserted "lMeeting House" deep into the DIZ.

Dleck Widow 1 was slightly demnged when he engrged o tree bronch on the
insert., One hour later the term walked into an "nbush md received 1 KIL
end 1 wounded. DBefore the peckege could return to extract them, the totel
wounded hed risen to 4, With VMNO-6 birds sklllfully providing covering
fire the team wrs extracted intact,

12 June 1969, Seaworthy $8-12, Capt C. D, LE. ond Sky Limc, Ist It, E. A,
HAMLIN ran 5 flights of air on enemy mortor positions flI'lnL_, at "Echo" Conmpeny,
2/3, and successfully destroyed 2 active 82Mi mortars with & ii's snd 2

lorge secondary explosions,

15 June 1969, VMO-6 aircraft participated in the emergency extract of
"Adventist" from YDO90301 in the Da Krong Velley, Hecvy fire wos teken,

but no aircraft were hit ~fter the extract Senworthy 95-11 ran artillery
throughout the area, Seaworthy 9€-1 on an early morning lounch ran 5 flights
of Chu Ioi based A-l,.'s nd F-4's on two NVAipositions that had inflicted
heavy casualities on "E" Compeny, 2/3, Total BDA was 10 bunkers dostroyed,

2 huge secondery explosions, Vhile the fixed wing was neutralizing the
enerny position, Lezy "8" medevac went into "Echo!s" position "nd reuoved
their wounded ~nd KIA!'s, ’

enenly unit of unkmown size approaching them, A division of Secworthy UH-1E's
wes airborne ot once. As they arrived first light was bres lclng ~nd they
immediately spotted WVA troops in the -pen nd commenced a series of
devestating rocket and gun runs, With 211 four eircroft firing ot will the
I attack was crushed, One Seaworthy gunship was hit resulting in serious
‘ wounds to Tst Lt, J. ACREDACK and SSgt J. L. DRITT.IN, The pilot, Capt
G. C. STUELE, immediately turned the plene towards the hospitel ship on
station and rushed his injured crewmerbers to aid, Over 50 eneiy soldiers
~ were slain within 500 meters of the wire and the total count grew to over 200
as the eneny vnit fled in defeat, VMNO-6 circroft nlso assisted Crttlecall
nedevacs on & mission with "EM, 2/3, who needed 9 mede¥res reroved during
the night. The first chopper 1nto the zone was destroyed but the chose bird
went into ~ second zone and picked up the medevacs and the injured cremenbers
under our gunship cover, Seaworthy 96-17 controlled the floreship, ‘
{ Mejor /.. K. CH-RLTION become Commending Offider of VMO~6 today. ItCol
/ B. D, BOULDIN wes forced to give up cormond due to injuries received in last

month's cceident, He will be medeveced to Dalboa Hospital, Sen Diego.
J Due to runaway repairs at Cuang Tri the squadron split into three sections

today with the UH-1E's rerrining home, The OV-~10s will operate out of
Fhu Bedi for this week while the O-1's will use Dong Ha, : -

% : 17 June 1969, During the nightl the .RVN outpost ~t C-1 saw ~nd heord on
7

%
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19 June 1969, Seaworthy 96-10 was searching for a Naval Gunfire torget in
the DMZ ond received one round through the cenopy., The smell scratches
received from flying plastic pieces did not keep 96-10 from completing the
rmission, 97-2 ran 2 flights of Lovebug F-L!'s on YDO76631 prior to & sweep
through the area by "F", 2/3. 10 bunkers were destroyed olong with 2
secondary. evplesions. The ground troops:leter rc.ported 3 KBis, The recon
packwge completed 2 inserts and .10-extractsifor -thesday S

20 June 1969, Todry Serworthy 98~13 and Seaworthy_Papz supported en Army
unit by covering MMi~161 a reraft o8 they lifted 12 medevacs frem a zone
‘near Khe Sahn., .fter refueling at Vandergrift the UH-1L!'s returned to deliver
ordnence on the suspected enery position, Later in the doy Seaworthy 96-2
ren more ordmenee in the area md found 2 tunnel complexes, Secworthy 97-4 ran
Ringneck 367 on a bunker complex mnfronting the 3rd Marines cnd sow 3
lerge secondory explosions. Weather limited o1l other action the rest of the
2y ond on the 21st,

22 June 1969, The weother storted to clear toda .y, but still hﬂﬂnered cir.
operations, One O~1 found 2 bunker complex at YD 130740, - Three flights of -
air left the aren in totcl ruin. “hen the recon packoge oppronched one

zone, they discovered it wes occupied by NV.., The helicopters deported

ond SW 98-3 ren the C.F aircraft on top of the enery., Seventeen bunkers

ceved in on their heads and three T were visible ~bove ground, & 98-3
& L4 ond 97~8 provided gun ond ortillery cover for Gottleenll 46!s tﬁk"ng
ledevecs from "H" 2/4's p051t10n. ..fter refueling 99-3 & & returned cgaln
gunning at enepy positions, i 96-3 relieved 97-€ and dlrected Mrrine oand

idr Force F-4's onto the opwos;ng forces,

23 June 1969, This morning two V1i0-6 gunshivs covered the toeticel 1ift of
3;9 into two zones South of Ifhe Schn, Five CH-46's from HMM-262 conducted
the 1lift. Prior to the insertion, o Se~worthy "Bronco" hod prepped both
zones with crtillery end fixed wing ordnence.  Skillful direction and
execution by oll concerned resulted in o perfectly executed helicopter
assult, SW 97-6 searched the western DMZ cnd found ~ctive encriy novement

at YD 182762, irtillery =nd cir decimnted the 2res and set off two g
secondory explosions while killing two NV:., In the afternoon the renovated
runwey wes reopened and the fixed wing detochments returned home, Despite
inclement wenther and cdverse conditions, VHO~6 hod still met every conrdt-
nent sssigned to us. :
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24 June 1969, Seaworthy pilots porticipoted in two tactical 1ifts ‘today,
One O-1 conducted an oir prep of the zone for "F' 2/3, ond remcined on
station to cover the insert, S 99=3 & 4 covered CH-46 circraft who
moved two companies of 2/4 to new positions just South of the DMZ -s port
of operation Herkimer Mountain, 98-10 ran three flights of F-4!'s ond two
batteries of artillery in the XD 9347 grid. This position was suspected
to have launched rockets ~t Vondergrift Combot Brnse., Twice during the
early evening, VMO-6 Hueys ond Droncos covered Medevec choppers going
into positions of 2/3.

25 June 1969. The recon pickoge completed five insertions nd one flip-
flop of o radio relay team. In the afternoon one of the ternms was
extrocted after coming into contoet, OV-10's ren fixed wing cround the
teom before ond ofter the choppers took them out, S 97-5 proceeded to
“n cred where henvy enery movement was being registered by G-2 sensors.
The pilot nnd /O confirmed the activity =nd five flights of ~ir produced
five KB., one .50 czl mochine gun destroyed, with numerous second:ry
explosions 2nd bunker destructions. 987 shot -t four torgets suspected
of mortaring the 4th Morine outpost ot Cotepult, & short drop by on F-i,
being controlled by & 98-14, resulted in two minor friemdly eccuclities.
Two most probable causes ore the abnormelly high westerly Vinds thet occur
d~ily during the sunmer, :nd ground M:rines staonding up to wobto. -3
strikes. Secworthy cir controllers constently remind pilots ond gro.ag
units alike to forestcll similinr accidents of this ncture. The seco..”
F-4 in this flight developed engine trouble while on torget, possibly being
hit by ground fire, ond the crew safely ejected over Dong Haﬂ“

26 June 1969, Two VMO-6 OV-10's covering 3/9 on operation Utzh Mes:c come
under hecvy .30 ccl machine gun fire while makdng suppressive strofing runs
for ¢ patrol in contact, SV 93-5 was credited with destroying the gun ~nd
its crew, 96-3 took two hits in his tail section, but returned to base
without problems, 97-1 prepped the big razorback just North of the Rock-
plle to prepzere it for 3rd Morine units cttempting to clerr the numerous
caves of NV.. snipers., O-1'!'s controlled Navol Guafire on tirgets near the
mouth of the Ben Hai river, destroying over twenty cimmo storcge bunkers end
filled the sky with exploding srmunition. ’ '

27 June 1969, VMO-6 "Droncos" controlled eleven flights of cir onto enemy
positions surrounding "G" 2/L who were located at Landing Zone Sierrc in
the XD 9463 grid square., The fires effectively silenced the incoming
mortor fire they hed been receiving, 57 99-5 & 6 and 97-57& 7 covered
HMi'-161 birds inserting the Bald Eagle reocction tecm near Hiway 9 between
VCR and Khe Szhn., Récon completed two inserts, five extracts, and o flip- -
flop without toking fire. The slow dovm in enery cetivity and resultint
easing of our commitument becomes more 2pparent each day,
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28 June 1969, The fast thinking of 1stLt. R. D. O!'CCNMER and his .0
Tstlt, J. D. FORTUNE was responsible for quick reaction to the needs
f o 4th Marine unit operating in the Herkimer Mounthin area todey ond
probably saved the lives of two injured Merines, /lrriving over the
patrol who was separcted from its unit, they attempted to contact them
w:Lthout success, The patrcls constent attempts to talk to the =~irplane
without snswering the aircraft's ealls, lead the pilot and .0 to suspect
the ground unit had 2 receiver ft J_lure. Through & series of three
hastily arronged message drops, the units sﬁ;uatlon as to wounded, enemy
location, and desired assistonce was obtained and 97-6 put - sohd plen
together znd started the wheels in motion, [ ledevac prckage was request-
ed from DiSC, VWhile awoiting their arrival, they directed a relief prtrol
to the lost unit and enother towards the enery position, ¥hile moving
forwerd, one of the point men suffered heat stroke end went into convul-
sions, 97-6's quick but thorough instructions to the approrching Medevic
choppers led to = speedy extract of the wounded and sick who were rushed
to needed medical aid, '
Seaworthy Forward iir Controllers (iirborme) provided contintous
cover to "I' 3/9, after they encountered a heavy eneny force in the hills

Southwest of Khe Schn,

30 June 1969, The 3rd Merines todoy colled on VMC-6 to permenenly closc
the caves on the ragorback, Three flights of 1.G-13 F-4's carrying 00O
1b, bombs were directed at cave entrances and meny were sealed in the
resulting rockslides, $7-9 controlled three flights on & rocket position
on the plateau west of Vendegrift cnd destroyed ten bunkers while settlng
off two secondary explosions,

The 211 night rocket/mortar patrol was altered tonight, Due to

' friendly H&I fires, it had previcusly been forced to orbit East of the

Quang Tri/Dong He complexes which is & full pacified and sontrolled area
and had been of little value, New plans call for extensive restrictive
fire plons over areas of previous rocket positions to the West of the
field, Stoggered and alterncting times, combined with rendon dropping
of flares and free fire zones sre designed to keep eneny foz ces off
baleonce, ‘
For the third consecutive month VMO-6 accumulated over 3,000 flight
hours in support of ground units engcged with Viet Cong and NV.. units in
Northern I Corps. Fiscal year totzl flight time was 29, 378.5 hours,
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On 17 June 1969 Major A. K. CHARLTON relieved LtCel B. D. BOULDIN as
Cemmending Bfficer of VMO~6, Major A. S. PIPER became the Executive Officer,

Plans and preparations for arrivel of our first Cobras within the next
quarter are progressing, with emphasis en both aircrew and meintsnance per-

ing this menth,

3.

talmg 3,094.6.

Many squadron peeple have spent TAD periods wi*-:h VMO-2 dur-

For the third consecutive month W™o-& surpa ssed the 3,000 hr mark by to~

recerds far tactical squadrnns.v

be

5e

Fiscal year total eof 29,378, 5 must set. several Marine Corps

T}'xe follewing efficers were welc_gnied abeard during June:

Captain J. E. SHOEBTR
Captain T. P. KEEMAN

1/1t R. D. O'CONNOR
1/t J. L. GULLIFCRD

The fallowing premotions were effected during June:

R.
E.

E,

R.

He
J.

K.

E. LUND
J. MORIARTY

S, ERAMLET

E. BEAL
T. ETTER
W. FRANZ

M. BESSELL, jr
D, CADY
COOPERMAN

S. CUMMINGS

COATS

20 CAPTAIN .

. TO STAFF SFRGEANT

* TQ_SFRGEANT

TO CORPORAL

TO LANCE CCRPCRAL
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C. A,

G. D..

C. W.
J. R.
D. E.
J. L.

HARR INGTON
ROBBINS, jr
YAREOURGH

FRAMPUS, jr-
MITCHELL
SNIDER
STONEKING
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6. VIMO-6 suffered the following casunlties during the month of June:

Mejor L., M. DUKE

1/It. J. R. ACRED.CK

S5GT. J. L. DRITT.IN

VHO-6 scdd forewell to the following officers during June:
Coptoin J. L. STEVENS ITI

Captain J. E. BROVNE
Captain L. G, {iDiMS
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