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From: Commanding Officer 
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?:vlPW:cr 
Jan 1972 

To: Commanding Officer, ll1arine Aircraft Group 36 (Attn: 5-3) 

Subj: COm[oand Chronology for peridd 1 July 1971 to 31 December 1971 

Ref: (a) MCO P5750.1C 

Enel: (1) VMo-6 Cor.mand Chronology 

1. (U) In compliance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2~ eU) This letter is downgraded tG unclassified upon rem8val &f 
enclosure (1) • 
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FPO 8:"'1) :: rancisco 96602 

COl-lMAND CHRONOLOG] 

1 July 1971 to 31 Decerober :971 

PART I - ORGANIZATIONJlL DATA 

PART II - NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

PAnT III - SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

PART IV - SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 
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l~rine Observation Squ~dron 6 

NotE 

1 JUL 71-30 JUL 71 
31 JUL 71-31 D'C 71 

1 JUL-71-27 D!~C 71 
28 U'-C 71-31 O-.:"'C 71 

1 JtiL 71-1 l'J;'Yl 71 
2 ~~otl 71-31 DEC 71 

1 JUL 71-30 JUi~ 71 
Jl JVL 71-22 UCT 71 
23 ocrI' 71-31 Ire 71 

1 JUL 71-31 D!~C 71 

HAJ ":""L'IF ::?-·ICi-:.-;:'~.T 

i>:AJ r;·;JLTtY K.RLAl'( 

l'~AJ ?J'l P. ~'"' • F:-':nlA.:T 
CA"!, EICt;ART) '::. Dr.T.'~··r.r'? 

l/T '£ "'O'-IV'I" ,'. ···...-·1,.".. JJ ~ ~~..u-.Il.~: J_. ", .. : .. " t:\" 

CA!='T HALPH LI:?~ 

-,;-j,J r·A?S T';;~~LL"!J' 
.'·,it'; !.--~~·:D~{"Y ~:.. ;':~IL" ~{ 

."< Jel'e.? J. C? ~~: I'f::S!fI 

1 JUL 71-30 JUi, 71 ~;'~.J ~iOmr:;Y E. ALLl!:Y 
31 JUL 71-20 !)f,C 71 C;;?l' FS.; Tq;: J. :T,;.:['Jf',)]Y 
2l u.;c 71-31 DEC 71 Ci~FT JO!-fi.'T P. ?)~y 

1 Jl.iL 71-22 OCT 71 CAP': FILFSCD ? 1:0IDYLA 
23 OCT 71-31 m:c 71 CAFT Ci.j~L H. XC,!} 

1 JUL 71-30 37.;:-" 71 
1 <-'CT 71-31 me 71 
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.i)lrihg the p€riod 1 July 1971" until 31 DeC8J;:ber 1971, YiojD-6 stressed 
a pro';rat.: of full aircraft ·G.tilization ajli:ed at '1t:eti:1,1?, operational 
COl!l':.d.tments l":hile [:a:Ll1tainin~' a cOE:'Orcbensive ane. vAriee! tra.1ninr.: bro~'ram 

~ -.' .... , 

to increase individu.a+ proi'5.cienc:.r and overall sq\.l.adro!l ree.din::;ss. 
In consonance l-jit;'i this proTram" the squadron has exceeded t!:e planned 
aircraft utiliza.tion figures for this pericd. It h~s ~:".et all assi.;'ned 
cOI(.];;1tments. It has increase<!. avera:?€) pilot readiness 'by five percent and 
c::mducted an on-the-,lob trdning pro:'ral.!. for Aerial Cbser'lers. 
Furthermore, 'Hille acco:nplishing these tasks, an accident free safetjr 
record was esta:()lished, and Co hi,::;h iTOrc?~e v.;as :::l8intaincd as ·~iitnessed. 
by the squadron's excellent re-cnlistTr.ent rate. 

'1'h(; pilot anti aerial ob$erler trainin.'~ pror;ra:r: 'das based on 
supplement in'.: the past exr-erience level, as ".:ell as teacr.ing nOli." practical 
skills, '",bUe lLaintainin:~'t a safety oriented e.t;;:os,!,here. Several Y)',onths 
'~fere deyoted t.o increasin,,: pilot rsadi~ess in the specific areas of 
ni:.~ht oper~~tions, tactical i'o!'ll1Ation nyin,s, and day and ni.~ht ordnance 
delive ... ,y to include o?,uns, rockets, bombs, and flare illumination. 
J\sr: ., ~bser'r2r:· trainees r€ceived lect'l:.!'t's in t~e areas of ;l1ap readinct, 
radio e;),,'unication5, T~\C(A), andartills17 and naval mmfire s'COttinf'. 
Thc~r , '" k'C t!len n01'i:l locally and on de!,loy:r.ents to ao:dy these .fund­
amentuls j.n a re:J.listic trninin.c. environ71ent. Cne trainse? ' .. :as desi!'nated 
durin; t:-::is period" two c:or:~pl~ted the requir€W,ents :tor desi'::nation tn late 
Dees,:.ber and the othc;r rr.ade substa11tial pror:ress. Tt-JO safety stand-
dm:ns 1r·:ere held as well as rSiularly scheduled traininq: pres!.Cntations. 
The safety st::.nd-do'irns provided i:!Uch tbcu",ht and the first ~;r!S f~worably 

com,lented upon by all ,·rho sa.,,: its results. In addition to ,rovid~.n'7 
support to the III l"1arine P..i':'lph1bious Foree units on Okinn11a, irJ0-6 has 
participated in eleven (ll) III }1AF support deployments to :'JAS Cubi POint, 
ltepublic of Philippines, and Nil.S .".tsu·':i, Japan. DeploYT:lents ",ere in sup­
port of ':'hird I'Jarine Division, squacrons of the First i,iarine Ai.:"c;~art :'in?, 
and ships of the 3eventh Fleet. hnother deploynent ~!a.s in support. 
of the U, ::i. Air Porces, Japan, in co~'nection \-lith Japan International 
Aerospace Sr.o'W. In line "lith the squadl4 0n IS tlission, III F,~F S1.:pport 
"las i)rovic.$d in tho areas of Tri.C('-:!), a,rtilhry and na.val (unfire 
apottin',:~ aerial observation, siJm.tlated cloEle. ail' surr:(lrt and n:i..ght 
Gel. The sC!uadron ij.e\'~ t,,,o hundred and ei,':ht:t (2[,0) sorties and 
c.,ccUi;:~lated six !:untiI'6u Dna fifty-nine (659) hours of ni~ht tke on 
(ieplo~nilent~, illso local operations ~dti: the U. <.:;. Air l1'0l4CS "'i·;·ht ... 
eent.h Tactical lighter i;ing consisted of sixteen (16) ;;)orties and thirly­
t\'iO (32) haUl'S in the areas of TAC(A) anri nL'ht !llurrination. !.furr.srous 
favorable responses to the squacironl.s perforTllance ... ~ere :oeceived l\'.nd extre­
mely valuable experience ''fas gained by all those aviators and observers 
involved. 
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12JUL71 

17JUL71 

29JUL71 

AUGUST 

.'ART III 

SEQtJJjtNIlALUSTING dF.siGNIFJ;(~!:;'.f 'fmENTS 
. I.;! ' 

Th~ reeftl1stment rate tor ~uiy was 66%. 

A detachm~nt ot three (3) officers and fifteen enlisted 
wit. two (2) OV-IOA aircraft were deployed to NAB Cubi 
P~nt on 12 July and returned on 10 August 1971. The 
detachme.t deple;?ed to provide VMFA-1l5 with TAC(A) . 
support, and te support a Naval Gunfire exercise. The 
detachment flew a total of eighty-seven point one (87.1) 
hours and rerty-two (42) sorties during the period ot 
12 July through 31 July 1971. 

A detachment of four (4) effie.ers and eight (3) enlisted 
with two (2) OV-10A aircraft were depleyed te NAS Atsugi, 
Japan on 17 July and returned on 6 August 1971. The 
detachment depleyed teo .pr,vide the 3rd Recon. Bn. , .3rd 
Marines with TAC(At:"~~nd cAs. The detachment fiel'l a total 
of ferty:"three J»int six (4.3 .6) hours and twenty-two (22) 
seriies during the peried et 17 July through .31 July 1971. 

On 29 July 1971, the Officers and SNeOts attended a 
briefing by General L. F. CHAPMAN who was visiting MCAS(H) 
Futerna. 

During August 1971, VM0-6 received two (2) "Well Done's". 
The first , received frem.Jlst MAU for support provided 
d~ingthe period ef .12 July through 19 August 1971~ The 
second, received from the :3rd Recon Bn.:I for support 
provided during the period of 17 July through 6 AUbust 
1971. 

2.,}-2aAIJG71 V¥-O-6 conducted its first Quarterly Safety Stand-down .. 
S7ecial emphasis was placed on shop safety within the 
Maintenance department, in addition to lectures on first 
aim and safe driving for all enlisted personnel.' For 
p~::.ots, emphasis was placed on survival to include 
lectures, demonstrations, and escape systems drill.' The 
!'bsults of the Safety Stand-down was disseminated 
throughout the Wing by the Commanding General as an 
extiiilple of an eutstanding Safety Stand-down. 
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lL detachIJ1'1nt of four (4), officors and nine (9) enlisted 
wit.h two (2) bV.J..lOA airoraft were (l:~p'::'oY'ed 1>0 .'Ii.3 Atsugi, 
Japan on 2S August and returned on 1 September 1971. The 
detachment deployed to provide sU}jport to the 3rd 13n., 
4th Harines. The detachment flew a total of' twenty-eight 
point five (28.5) hours and eleven (11) sorties during 
thi s period. 

A detachment of four (4) officers and nine (9) enlisted 
with two (2) OV-I0A aircraft were deployed to NAB Cubi 
Point on 31 August and returned on 14 September 1971. 
The detachment deployed to provide TAC(J;.). and GliS in 
support of the 3rd' tin., 4th ~larines. The detachment flm'l 
a total of sixty ... nine point aeven (69.7) hours during 
thirty-four (34) sorties. 

A detacmaent of two (2) offiqers and three (J) enlisted 
with one (1) OV-IOA. aircraft deployed to NJ~S iltsugi, 
Japan on 11 September and returned on 14 September 19'71. 
The detachment deployed to provide aerial observation 
and simulated CAS for training exercises for the Jrd 13n., . 
4th l~Iarines. The detachment new a total of nineteen point 
four (19.4) hours and seven (7) sorties. 

On 14 September 1971, Vl:io-6 was visited by the Assistant 
iiing Commander, 13Gen A. til. ODONNEL. 

On 15 September 1971, Vtiio-6 was visited by Capt. KUN-JU, 
lstLt. CH£~IN, and 1stLt. l'lIN SIE.l'J of the Chinese flarine 
Corps. 

A detachment of four (4) officers and nine (9) enlisted 
with two, (2) OV-IOI+. aircraft '"rere deployed to NAS AtsuBi, 
Japan on 20 September and returned on 27 September 1971. 
'l'be detachment deployed to provide the Jrd Bn., 4th fiadnes 
with simulr:.ted CAS and aerial observer training. The, 
dc\:..o.r.hment flew a totc1 of th.i.rty-four point two (34.2) 
hu,~::'s and fOoll'teen (ll .. ) sorties during the period • 

A det.achnent of three (3) officers and ten (10) enlisted 
,.1:'h two (2) OV-10A aircraft deployed to NAS Cubi Point 
to provide Naval Gunfire Exercise. For the period of 
29 September through 8 October 1971 the detachment flew 
a total of nine (9) sorties accumulat'ing t ... lenty-three 
point four (23.4) flight hours. 
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OCTOBER 

26oCT71 

300CT71 

NOV.G1"JBER 

vli0-6 provided ah'cl':~:t for cont~" T :., 1'ii·.CS-4 in Ground 
Controlled Intercbpt", Operatiorl:':' ,; tc. ta:. of twenty (20) 
sorties and forty-five point fO·Llr t!+S"l.) :::'li.:::::ht hours 
were flown in sup~')ort of this r;liSS'!0L, 

A night ordnance deli very program vW.s initiated to qualify 
pilots in this phase of the OV-lOA syllabus" A total of 
thirty (30) night ordnance sorties ,,,,ere 1'1own accumulating 
fifty-six point three (56.3) flight hour3. The result of 
this e.f;fort was that all pilots in the s'-iuadron 'vere 
qualified in. night ordnance delivery. 

During the period 26 October through 7 November 1971, VH0-6 
deployed one (1) OV-IOA aircraft with one (1) pilot and one 
(1) enlisted to iWHAK:;L Air Base, Nagoya, Japan to participate 
in the Japanese International A~rospace Show. A total of 
four (4) sorties for a total 01' nine point three (9.3) hours 
flown while deployed • 

Vf:I0-6 received an "Atta Boy" from MajGen ~CTZG.i'.i.~ on 
airmanship. 

A detachment of two (2) naval aviators, two (2) aerial 
observers and five (5) enlisted with bvo(2) OV-lOA aircraft 
deployed to NilS Atsugi to provide CAS, TAC(A) and visual 
reconnaisance for training exercises conducted by the 3rd 
Narines. For the period of 30 October through 7 November 
1971 the detac~~ent flew a total of twenty-two (22) sorties 
accwnulating fifty-six point four (56.4) flight hours. 

VE0-6 continued to provid~ aircraft for control by NACS-4 
in Ground::;ontt'o].led Intercept Operations. A total of 
fo';,rtc.m (~.L:) S()):t.i.0:'; for a total of thirty-three point 
f; 'IJ ('n, r:) rJ.L:.~. h'J1.1:'~S ,vere flown in this mission. ". . .... 

:=G ~ i;:;~'C:~:':;' 1:1/:'. ~!:O ~hen 3:cd Harine Division llerial 
(\CS~':':'I".r.i0rt Unit NaG t ~·ij.nsfel'red :in its entirety to VL0-6 • 
At. ·GhL":, t~El.O the \-mit 1'1.<).8 composed of five CS) jcai£;;nated 
Nl/;( r) <:.r"d four (4), NAO-OJT. Upcn transfer to VLO-o, a 
',:,l";:,.1.,:';n3 syllabus vTaS initiated to serve the dUC1.~ purpose 
of CjuL,J.ifying OJT per::;onnel and ilJaintaining pro[1c:i.ency for 
DesLgnat,ed NAO( T). fA. series of briefings were initiated to 
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23 NOV71 

29NOV?l 

29NOV71 

provide OjT's With neededbackgrouncl in supporting arms. 
These briefings included artillcr:; .. elK. Naval gunfire calls 
for fire and adjustment procedures, :.md close air support. 
Total instruction time 'das in excess of 12 hours. In 
addition, the briefings were follo1rred-up by a series of 
flights during which the briefed principles were applied. 
The program culminated a series of Tactics-type flights 
which were designated to evaluate the NilO-OJT's ability 
to demonstrate his knowledge of supporting arine co-ordinat­
ion. As a result of this type of training, one of the four 
(4) NAO-OJT was designated on 3 November 19'71 and requests 
for designation of two (2) others were sent to HI,)j,iC in 
December 1971. 

On J November 1971, lstLt. ~like c. GLAhK 0115231 was 
designated an Naval Air Observer (Tactical). He was the 
first so designated after the 3rd l'iarDiv AO unit was 
transfered to Vl\'i0-6. 

On 8 November 1971, .S~mj. John N. N~ID~oING~\ relieved 
lstSgt. Arth\U" T. To.aRIZZO as the Squadron Sergeant hajor. 

On 23 November 1971, at the request of the S-J, Jrd ~econ 
Bn., 3rd j'larDiv, an AO assigned to 'fH0-6 deUvered a class 
on IICapabilities and Limitation!) of Aerial Observers" to 
the Officers and SNCO's of the Battalian. The class 
consisted of a 45 minute lecture and a 1 hour demonstrat­
i.on utiUzing an OV-10A from Vi<IQ..6·. The following month, 
on 29 December 1971 another class was given to enlisted 
personnel of the 3rd Recon Bn. as part of the Battalians 
nIP (Recon Indoctrination "rogram) courSe. Subject 
matter and mode of presen~~~ion remained the same. It 
is anticipated that the qluss will become a standard 
]2Ort~~~,o! future RIP progr<:tT;1sas Jrd ltecon Bn. is contin-

~tHr~tj~t~f\~~!~L~~~:';~r~~~0t??~n~1:tt:;~ > .·.t·«:·~· ,'.:r '.'. ' 
·A·~~tac~~hfqf '1.0~>(4)· 9ft~g~r,~/~d·:niEl.· (5),:.~rU.isted 
'h1.th two(2)O\T;;'lDA'airera1't' v{ere dep).oyed to NAS Cubi Point 
on 29 November and returned on 1 Decerriber 1971. The 
detachment deployed to help prpvide a Training lLeadineS5 
2.valuation of Vj:'iFA-232. The df;tachment £lew a totaJ. of 
forty-seven point zero (47.0) hoUrs and foux-teen (14) 
sorties. 

it detachment of £ou~ (4) officers and six (6) ~nlist~d 
with two (2) OV-10A aircrat'twere deplQyed to NAS Atsugi, 
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Japan on 29 November and returned on 1 ~acember 1971. 
The detachment deployed to proviJ.e:'LT 1/4 with TAC(A) 
and CAS. The d€:'tc/:;;;l1r,~nt fle\-l a +,':)t.b.l '.,r thirty-three 
pOint zero (33.0) hvurs and elever. (!l) sorties during 
this period. 

On 30 November 1971, VF~ was visiteti by ~~jor General 
li.. G. (y{JENS) t.he Commanding General, Fir st l>.iarine Aircraft 
Wing. 

During December, Ordnance missions were expanded to include 
i~-76 practice bombing. This qualified five (5) additional 
pilots on the ordnance phase of pilot training. 

On SDecember 1971, i"iSgt. Patsy A. CA.t.'\IALE relieved SgU'.i8j. 
John N. NEUNSINGJli as the Squadron Sergeant tvlajor. 

A detac~~ent of ten (10) officers and nine (9) enlisted 
wi tho four (4) OV-I0A aircraft wel:e deployed to NAS Cubi 
Point on 9 December and returned on 20 December 1971. 'the 
detachment deployed. to participate in the combined PHIBUX 
Fortress Light II exercise. Although the subject exercise 
was subsequently cancelled, the missions and hours flown, 
~ualified two squadron OJT Aerial Observers for designation • 

. 'rhe detachment flew a total of one-hundred fifty-eight 
point three (158.3) hours and sixty-four (64) sorties during 
this period in support of Vr~A-232. During this deployment 
BGen. ODONllJEL had the opportunity to fly an OV-lOA a.nd 
witness a realistic exercise conducted for an AO trainee, 
during the fUght BGen. ODONN.c:L was a01e to participate in 
OV-10A ordnance deliver,r. 

On 10 December 1971, EGen. E. F. HILI..EH, ADC of the 3rd 
~~rine Division visited the Squadron. 

10-11D:~71 The second Quarter~ Safety Stand-down was conducted on this 
date. The highlight of this stand-doym was the helicopter 
rese'..1(;') hoist J.l.f't of both pilots and air observers using a 
CH-46D helicopter. Ec~h crew·member was lifted by the horse 
collar device and seve:;:'al were also lifted' 'by the 3 pronged 
penetrator seat. This period of instruction demonstrated 
some of the problems in a helicopter rescue. 

2ODEC71 On 20 December 19'(J.: 'J~:.C-6 received a "Letter of Appreciation" 
frcm LtGen. Gordon lvl. GRAHAM, CG U.S. Air ,i"orces J£I,pan, for 
partidpation in the Japan International Aerosip .. '",3 -::,~t(,,···I, ' 

£~'~\~:IJ§;:~lli1 
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J.lONTH -

A detanhment of .fou~,' (/+) efn.c'n's apt'), c.i,}: (6) enlisted 
with hro (2) CV-l01, a:.::·cr;H ,JE'~'C ,:')pJ.':l;pd. to t~AS Atsugi, 
Japan on 22 D~;"(, ... :·,:)O[ :1(~(1 :Cf,'::"J'(': ... j,' ;;;, ,3() D8;eI'l'Jer 1971. 
The detachm:::llt ii(jpl;,)~v'3d to pi."O'Ji+: 1~'li~ 1/1.:- llld.th TAC(A) 
and CAS. '1'he det.achrnent flew a t.utal of l'0rty-eight 
point eight (4J~I3) hours and tw(mty-,sh: (26) sorties 
during this period. 

As of this date VN()..6 compiled a total of 3,,432.9 
accident free flight hours. 

Air Operations Recapitulation 

PLANNED UTILIZATION FUGHT HOlJRS F1mm SOHTThS 

JULY 404.8 
AUGUST 404.8 
SEt'T 44l.6 
OCTOBl~R 441.6 
NOV:GIf.u3Mt 478.1 
DECE1ID2li g~l.2 
TOTiJ. 2, 8 .4 

421.6 
408.5 
470.7 
493.1 
420.1 

, 566~6 
2,'700.6 

243 
188 
207 
223 
196 

2?l.. 
1280 
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