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MARINE OBSERVATION SQUADRON 6 
~iarine Aircraft Group 36 
1 st Marine Aircraft V,[ing 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

From: Commanding Officer 

.-

5750 
Ser if 03A18972 
3/JEM/raw 
7 July 1972 

To: Commanding Officer, Marine Aircraft Group 36 (Attn: 8-3) 

Subj: Command Chronology for t'he period January t.hI'O'Ugh .30 June 1972 

Ref: (a) WgO 5750.1 
(b) GruO 5750.~ 

Encl: (1) VMo-6 Command Chronology 

1. CU) In accordance with references (a) and (b), enclosure (1) 
is submitted. 

2. CU) This letter is downgraded t.o Ul'.JCLASSlflED upon removal 
of enclosure (1). '_', 
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PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. DESIGNATION COMMANDER 

575' . 
Ser if 03A18972 
7 July 1972 

Marine Observation Squadron 6 L'l'COL. J .. L. NORT.QN ) JAN - 1.4 MAR 
MAJ G. lUlU·AN 17 M.iUi. - 2!j MAR 
~T.G.OL. D...E~ fipn;y ~ llAa.- 30 JUN 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

NONE 

ATTACHED UNITS 

NONE 

2. LOCATION 

1 JAN 72 - JO JUN 72 llCAS{H) F~ OKINAWA 

3 .. STAFF.OFFIClill,§ 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

ADMINISTRATIVEDFFICER 

INTELLIGENCE OFFICER 

OPERJ\TIONS OFFICER 

LOGISTIC OFFICER 

MATERIAL OFFICER 

PERIOD 

1 JAN. 72 .. l4 HAR72 
15 MAR 72w29 I~ 72 
~O MAR 72 ... 24 HAY 72 
22 MAY 72 .. 30 JUN 72 

1 JAN 72-10 FEB 72 
1? FEB 72-3:0 JUN 72 .. . 

1 JAN 72 .. 19 FEB 72 
17 FEB 12 ... 30'JUN 72 

l' JAN 72-12 MAR 72 
13 MAR 72-30' JON 72 

~{, .J. ~ ~ 

1 JaN 72-29 l~ 72 
~O MAR 72 ... 23 JUN 72 
24 JUN72lio;0 JUN 72 

1 JAN 72".29 1-1J",R 72 
)0 MiiR 72:"')0' JUN 72 

MAJ G 4 HABl..AN 
~IAJ C ~H. YUNG 

'VillJ G 4 HARLAN 
CAPT G.A~ ROSS 

CAPT R.E. DIETMEIER 
CAPT G.A. ROSS 

NAJ G. HARLAN 
CAPT R.E. DIETl"lEIER 

HAJ J .J. ,CZERWINSKI 
CAPT J.E, MURPHY 
~ '. . 

CAPT C. VI. ANDERSON 
1stLt G.W, PHELP~ 
CAPT L.D. GABLE 

1 stLt S.C •. MCINTYRE 
1 stLt K.li:.. SMITH 

Alc IYIAINTENANCE OFFICER 1 JAN 72 ... 29 MAR 72 MAJ J,.P, RAY 
)0 !vIM 72-30 JUN 72 CAPT E.F. THRUSTON 

COi',,'E):~:l TTIAL .. ~ _. &_---~--.---
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4. AVERAGE HONTHLY SmENGTH ---...-------- -'.--'---~."'---'-""----""" 

USEe 
QFF 
~ JAN 30. 

PEB 34 12) 
Will 31 ll2 
j.,pH, 29 105 
:;JiY 21 l~ 
J·UN 25 111 

DECLASSIFIED 

1 cJ AN 7'2.,..29 1,~\R 72 
30 dAR 72 .... 30. JUN _72 

1 JiLl\! 72 -2.1. FEB 72 
22 PEE 72-30 JAN 72 

USN 
QEE:. El\lL 

0. 0. 
0. 0 
0. 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0. 0. 

DECLASSIFIED 

5750 
Ser /1 0.31-1.18972 
"I July 1972 

NAJ C. H. YUNG 
CAPT i:i. J. BRo.SS 

C4Q-3 HAIl, TIGAN 
CAPl' T. F. BfWNK 

,; .. ncloGurc (1) 



DECLASSIFIED 

PART II 

NARRATIVE SUlV'JlI1ARY 

575(; 
£er # 03A18972 
7 July 1972 

Du.6ng the p("Jriod 1 January 1972 -GA 30 June 1972 VMo-6 stressed a 
!.'Y'""grt'l ... 'lJ. lI-f full ain~':-aft utilizathm aimed at meeting ~perational 
c,nrrrmitment,s 1tThile maintaining a c",mprehensive and varied training pre­
gr:'.IlTI tr:o 5.ncreas8 individual proficiency a.nd overall squadron readiness. 
In C'l:L:3"lneXl.ce with this program, the squa.dron has exceeded the eNO air­
crc?ft utLli.zat1on figu:c-es for this period by over 80 hours. It has met 
8JJ.cI8s:i.guelj l"~lTillJj:t~l:tents vJh11e maintaining an aecident free safety rec­
c\l""'_l ::;.c·.cl r. h~Lgb. li~f)~;:~;~~.:lJ.3 2.;-; :J..~·lctL::,~.ated 1:\~" Oi~~l~ rc"-e~iJ .. tctrl1eT'lt. rn,te ~f 6.3;t for 
J~i~~:'~~'L T .. errn rG·-.··enlistei~f:) !J.nd 1 00% .f~r career personrt~l ~ 

The F:Ll0t/Aerial Observer tra.i.ning program is based on past e;xper­
i(>,r~'~,':J [:upplr::mel'::ted v-rith new'methr;d:3 learned from recent combat inviUvement. 
Th.!':,~e rlEf'JJ Aeri.aJ. Observers were dee.ignat()d during this period all ~f wbon:!.' 
SiU<! c;cU.cn in the E.epLlbl:Lc (Jf \i'ietNaL0u In April the squadron re-familiar-
1zcd -Livelve Aeric:'ll Observers from 3d l'brine Division in the OV-10A. This 
Wl" 2, busy three day peri'f:;d; all 12 received flight physicals, seat and 
l'.Hv pre.·s.suT'c-J ('''.har."ber leGt,ures, 1.rere issued a complete set of flight gear 
cf'lL'lpatable t.C" the H8.l'lne Oil-lOA) and flew at least nne familarization 
r5.de in t.he 0V-;OA p:-c:L!;'.r t",; assignment to 1 st ANGLICO in DaNang. Less 
than. [~ l'i'ec;K la.ter the s:Lx AO':3 in VMD-6 were temperarily assigned to 
H&!Yi3-15 for"tfaj,~d als() in DaI\:ango All 0f these 9Qservers vnlunteered f<1lr 
duty knowjng tLe ha?ards imi'c·lved. They have flown over 1000 hours since 
their arri731 in £,ountry :i.n U2I1C TA-·4F and USAF OV-10, 0-2 and 0-1 air­
craft) performing all miSSions; including Ff:>rward Air Controller (Air­
berTie) snd Fas·;.:. Fo{';"rard Air Controller, Naval Gunf.iI'8 Spot.tj.ng .... Art.iJlery 
spott,i:-1J.;:_~ ar.d otJ,servatiorJ" 

D'.:ltCLchment,s (,f tv"':' to f;lX OV-·10 1 s and up to 20 personnel to such 
placGs O,8 PhiJ.lippin~s) ,Jr:l.P1).I). and l5.·:'rea have provided the E:quadron '"ith 
training conditions \'Jhi~h 0.1'8. not ccvail8.ble loe::l.ll.y yet are :Lmp@:d',,'1nt. in 
fiiainLain:i.ng a.ir ::lnd ground ere"r prc)f].c.ieYlcy 0 It. should be noted that '&>D 
all sc.tUedr",n G.eta,,·.hments t.·he gen8i:'al feeJing. e-f those units which we' h3.ve 
f:ruprH~rted h?j.fj ~".on:T1.5;·,G.ttt.l:v· beSYl that of sinGe~C:3 appre.ciatiorl for the "~.rork 
we l18'l'3 don'?; C),no a higll l':'"!e;!i"i':fl f{ l"t~ t.h.q . rr"-):f~::;rd f \~-l!1'l 1118nn n ;l.' 1 n 1tlh-j ('1'.·h ·V(.Jf,"r-f., 
has psrf orrct8d it '3 taSKS 0 
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.PL'1T' III 

5750 
Sor # OJAIS972 
7 J lLly 'j 9'72 

iliith the holidClY seas'·'n rel~ently passed, VliO-6 began th0 JV0M Y(,~r 
I<\Jith a B:~li>k-in-the-Sadcne program for all squadr::on pilots and AD's 5n··· 
d!1d:ing 1.{a.1'Tl1-UP hO~p3 and rei'.::'86her lect.ure3. Knowledge 0i: procedurer3, 
Cia.fet:y" mt~acares, and tactical dOGtrine 1rJere streGsed as "'JG]~l u:;; [l,irc.1."e't;.r 
proficiency. 

~'i.i.thin the 81.:: months all but three of thG squ-'1dron off.i.C'en3 i.~1C'll1ct­
In.g the C(lormna.nding GIn.cor and alI ~f' the Department Heads plus F;O% of' 
thG ~Rnli8ted personnel 1»1"81'8 to be tr-flnsfer.:.'ed to CONUS. A rigorol.l:" pru­
gl'~llll '1:[' l.:t:.o."Ictr:i.nati')i1 ",.r new p8:::'sO:lnnJ .. :5.n Squadron St.andi.ng OperD.tirlg 
Pr~·;:;(;d.llrG5 and J)'olicies 1r,t,-.i.S effected :tnelu.diYl£: the .1.TlstJ.-tut..ian @f f3Jd-,en­
:::."J_"'lC t>L:t~"l~ over f~lders end. desk top proGedUI""(3S., 

In Deccmber 1971 the squadron set c,. prec3dcnt by flying ever GNO 
ut.5J.izatif"ln 1'<'>1' the OV-lO,,' This was aga.in accomplisbed in 3a.Duary, 
February, 1t'1rch e.nd Hey" Benr-s f'~r Arrdl and :Junc' were only 25 hours 
)];;;}@';"r utilization w:i.th the total for the s8Gond half II}f FY72 being 
m"'.t'e t.han SO hours in 6XC.Gf,S (,!.' utilization., 

27 ,Tan - 3 Feb 

A det.RGhment of 3 officers, 6 enlisted personnel, 
and tvw aircraft HiW deployed to NAS Atsu§,i Japan 
tot pro-,lde BE;,tto.lion L-3.nding Team 2/5 with rac!lIn-
naisance, JbSC('V2tioh and ph0trography support. 
26(JO hours were f~Io\m. 

A detachJl1ent of ~;: officers, 6 enlisted pers('nnd" 
and 2 air;;rfift 1","i);~; depl,')yed to NAS Cubi Point., 
Ph:LJ.:tppines t,e-. p2.'IOvjde SPot/Obs8Tvatii<.'n support 
t~ U" S. Naval vcs::F.<Ls 0 39.2 hours were fIOVIT!. 

I) Per;':Cil1ilel eligible t,(1) reenlist: 
.:S3h,9 

clate!3970~2 
HE'i'UX'S flown thif, month: 
TI\~ta1. accident .free h"urs t~ 
Ordnance Expended; 

2~ 75 i~j(~h I'o·cKe"Lt-J 
? ... 62 !:-160 rOLin.d.E) 

;~'I1\-76 dombs· 
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A detachnent €If three officers, six enlisted 
personnel, and two OV -10ft. I S ~\'as. deploy-ed to Np.S 
J\:tsugi, Japan to support Batt..'=ll i on LaDci.ing Tenrn 
2/27 with aerial rceonnai.ssancG, ;.<'Olb501'Vuti 011 .'mll, 
photugraphy. 38.4 hours were flown .. 

Personnel eligible to reenlist: 
Personnel reenlisted: 
Hours flown tP..l.S month: 
Total Accident Free Hours~ 
Ordnance Expended: 

2.75 inch rockets 
7.62 H60 rounds 
MK-76 bC9mbs 

6 
2 

52.'30.3 
. 449:~;5 

179 
2155 

120 

During this month, VM0-6 changed Command huce, vvas inspected by the 
Commanding General 1 st HJi1JJ, had two detachments deployed and appointed 
new heads to t.he following departments: Executive Officer, 3-3, S-l;., 
Maintenanee, Material and Aviation Safety. 1stLt l s IOERGER and KINGSTON 
1'rere dcsign,<tt,sd aerial observers ~ 

'The majifjr tas!( during 1J[arch was the preparation of the squQ,dron for 
a 10 day deployment. of a six aircraft detachment te Taegu K(Jre?" i ~r op­
eration Golden Dragon. This was to be a joint ROK and USA J~Trncd Forces 
exercise including an amphibious assualt on the eastern coast of Korea. 

to March 

13 i'1arch 

17-215 March 

Personnel inspection by, Major General 01rffiNS ~ 
Commanding General, 1st Harine Aircraft. 11ing .. 

Change :)f Cummand for VHo-6. HajiSlr Gary HARLAN 
relievod Lieutenant Colonel JerOr.l8 L. NORTON durin12' 
formal ceremonies. 

A detachlClent of :3 office:;'~8, 6 enlisted personnel 
and two aircraft was· doplo;,/cd to NhS Atsugi, Japan 
to provide Battalion Landing Team 3/9 1t.'ith reconnai.S,­
Sa.r:lCC , Observation and photography support. 28.1 
hours were flown. 

6, 
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24-25 March 
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Change of Conrrnand for VHo-·6. Lieutenant Colonel 
Donald E. DILLEY relieved Najor Gary HliliLi.N during 
informal ceremonies. 

Safety Standr'lwn. The items covGred included all 
aspects of flight and ground safet.y. Attendance 
"TaS excellent • 

Personnel eligible to reenlist: 
Personnel reenlisted: 
Hours flown this month: 
Total accident free hours: 
Ordnance expended: 

2.75 inch rockets 
MK-76 bombs 
CBU-55 bombs 
MK-45 flares 

APRIL -

2 
·2 

.5.33~3 
5026.8 

320 
16:2 
35 
56 

Due t. the build-up of enemy action in RVN the requirbll1ent fot' U. S. 
Forces was such that Qperation Golden Dragon could not be complet(;~d as 
planned. Consequently this exercise was cancelled. However, PHIBLE.,{ 1-72 
was run in its place utilizing .available assets from 1 st }1J.\vf~ 3rd t1arDiv 
and ROK Air Force and Marines. The exercise was a complete success in 
all a.spects and I1Atab .. ys" w.are frequent. 

7-14 April 

11 April 

13 April 

23-26 April 

A detachment of eight officers, seventeen enlisted 
personnel and four aircraft i~(a8 deployed to ROK 
AFB Taegu; Korea in support d III ~1AF and ROI( 
Forces. 75.0 hours were flmm. 

Refresher training for twelve Aerial Observers 
from 3d HarDiv was provided subsequent to their 
transfer to 1 st ANGLICO in DaNang, RVN to fly 
with USAF OV-10A 1s. 

Six Aerial Observers from this CO:rrllllCmd were trans­
ferred to HM~S-15 f~rward also in DaNang to be 
utilized as "Fast FACS" in the USMC TA-4:;"s. 

A detachment of six officers and three air.raft 
was deployed to NAS Iwe.kuni Japan t~ participat.e 
in the 1 st }JIllvf change of Command ceremonies. 

7 
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Personnel eligible to reenlist: c; 
Hour s flo1m thi s mOll t~1 : 53)+. 7 
Total accident freG hour~;: 
Ordnance expended: 

2.75 inch rockcGs 
IvlK-76 bomb s 

( ..... 
).) 

2;2 

Duo to incroasod OPCl'8,t,j.ons in HVl\J Dl1C: a lo,:k of unit:" rC)(jni).'ing 
training support, VMo-6 had no doployment.s In.cing tIlo lllonth· of J:.i~1:T 
or June. This period Was ui:.ilj_zccl to h'1CrCaSe our combat readiness 
through tr (lining and proficioncy. Tho type of n.igl1ts floiil1 in the 
OV-1O and tho conduct of each hop changod to incll1do thoso monOUV8l'S 

discussed in tho OV-10 Tactical Hai:1Ual. 

Three (3) of the six (6) Aorial Observers SCiit to H&i:iS-15 
Forward in DaNang in April were returned to VEC;-S. On.:; of these, 
1 stIJt JACKSON ,was designated an Aori31 Obscrvol' prio1' to rotation 
bGck to conus. Tb.ree (3) x'o.'11ained in 08reng and b08,"" v,)orking ,,1:;-1:,'; 
1st MJGLICO and U:3AF OV-10Al s. On 25 Hay CoptCJ.:Ln B .• E. :mJ;::;:'j'·~.~:~·'l 
waS aWarded tho Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry a;nc: Ca.pta:i.n i'i, Ki',i~CC!:; 
Sr., recoiv(;d a Certificate of Commendation. 

Personncl e::_igible to rounli~;t: 0 
H01J.r~~ flovl'Y'. this month: 579, (. 
Total [:!,ccio.ont froc:] bo,c!.'s.; 611. 1 c.·j 

Ordnance expended: 
2.75 inch rockets 
7.62 H-60 runnels 
IvlK-76 bombs 

C\:)~. 

C)5 

JtIDC ,'TaS an interesting m()nt~l and for iJ short tim.e tho squadron 
\wrkec.. at a f'cvo:cish Po.cc in preparation (pack-up, etc,) f"·::' deploy­
E',ont. On 23 Juno tho sqllEl,dron rocoived the "\'/or( th.i',t it -,liD:] t.o be 
ready to movo out within four hours of notj_(x,. ,(,11 pc:csoi1rwl im.!lcd-· 
iatoly turnex1. to roC)d,ytng illl cCJuipment for the" Jll:)·'J(J. 'This ::JOS tl1I' C) 

Has m.aintaim.'d lLltil ;25 Juno v,]ien t.ho sqn';1f'rO!J '('''i'''' c:clvioc(l to' stan.d­
d(:,;tlIJ.1/ T~1crc '{'Vera 111ixecl feolings of ctl.s;s a~d rc]icf but 
s;:·rLisf,'::1,ctio:n that the squC1C~l'011 ccr.._"!.l"'_~~ ,.:.;ri.c:2t OD. S~lQ~;t notiG(:: if rc:-­
q"l~i:L'Cd to do ~50., 

lTIanagcIllcn"J -~ I -::);.:.'ction c.or::,c:;l..lct.ed b~r :r:-L,~\.C~--~3()(. T~lC .~)I.: -.l.(J.:,J,rOfl :~·u-:;_Lc\.r:.-:~, 

sat.i3f~j'·-·:;~)~\.:y grac1cE~ j~D all E~r(>:J~:3.i' 
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Personnel oligj.blo to reonlist: 
Porsonnel roonlistod: 
Hours flOtvn this month: 
Total accident froe hours: 
Ordnance expendod: 
2.75 inch rockots 
7.62 H-60 round.s 
HK-76 bombs 
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j 

1 
505.8 

66h6.9 

140 
12,582 

96 
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