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CONFIDENTIAL 13 lNlovenber 1365

From: Commanding Officer
To: Commanding General, lst Marine Aircraft Wlng (Attn: G-B)

Subj: Command Chronology

Ref: (a) Wg0 5750,1A

Encl: 4(1) Commnd Chronology for the month of October 1965

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted.

2, This letter is down graded to UNCLASSIFIED upon the removal of
enclosure (1).
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"~ ORGANIZATIONAL DATA SHEEY ’
A. COMMANDING OFFICER AND STAFF | L
L. E. BROWN COLONEL, usMe COMMANDING OFFICER

W. B, HIGGINS LT.COLONEL, UsMo EXECUTIVE OFFICER
‘ 1 OCT 65 to 5 OCT 65§
R. WILSON LT.COLONEL USMC EXECUTIVE OFFICER
o o ‘ 5 OCT 65 to 31 OCT &5
R. L. CRiNE 1st LT, USMC: ADJUTANT
F. H, WHLTTON GAPTAIN USMC s-1
E. E. BROWN CAPT:IN UsMC 52
W, J. WEBSTER LT COLONEL USMC 53
J. W. HARRIS LTCOLONEL USMC 54
VMA N
B, COMMANDING OFFICER :iND STAFF
B. J. STENDER LT.COLONEL USMG COMMANDING OFFTCER
S. F. SHE: MAJOR UsMC EXECUTIVE QFFICER
D. C. WiTKINS C.PTAIN usMe 51
D. M. STONE CAPTAIN UsMC s-2
D. L. ROWE CAPTAIN USMC 53
G. C. PSAROS CAPTAIN uUsMe 54
VMA 21

C. COMMANDING OFFICER AND STAFF

K. O. O'KEEFE LT, COLONEL usMe COMMANDING OFFICER
A. S. OHLGREN. MAJOR UsMC EXBECUTIVE OFFICER
V. R. HUGHES C4PTGIN UsMC S5-1 .

C. F. CRIGLER CAPT.LIN UsMC 52

R. W. CHAPIN MiJOR USMC 5-3

™A 221,
D. COMMANDING OFFICER AND STAFF

T, E. MULVIHILL LT.COLONEL UsMC COMMANDING OFFICER
R, BE. HAWES MAJOR UsMC EXECUTIVE OFFIGER
E. H. LONEY CAPTAIN USMC S-1

D. &, RUDICILLE 1st LT USMC Sw2

Je T, HAGEN MiJOR UsMC 8-3

B. R. BOOHER CAPTAIN UsSMC S-4
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™A 211 >
E. COMMANDING OFFICER AKD STAFF
W. B. GARMAN MAJOR USNG COMMANDING OFFICER
E. D. CHANEY .,  MAJOR UsMe EXECUTIVE OFFICER
H. P, L. MILLER®  CAPTAIN UsMe s-1
J. S, BARDMAN &' 2d LT, UsMC 0 52 .
J. J. MCGARTHY - MAJOR USMC 5-3
R. W. CASPOLE -  CAPTAIN USMG S
MABS 12

F. COMMANDING OFFICER AND STAFF |
COMMANDING OFFICER

J. W, PARCHEN MAJOR USMC
R. L. TALBERT MAJOR USMC EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Jde G ARQHBOLD CAPTAIN UsMG BASE OPERATIONS OFFICER
A. A. NELBACH CAPTAIN USMC BASE SERVICES OFFICER
R. H, STOUT WABRANT OFFICER USMC ADJUTANT
HRMS 12
G. COMMANDING OFFICER /ND STAFF
© J. W. KIRKLAND LT, COLONEL USMC COMMANDING OFFICER
J. L. STONE CAPTAIN USMG EXECUTIVE OFFIGER
: 1 OCT 65 to 16 OCT 65
B. D. THOMPSON CAPTAIN USMC EXECUTIVE OFFICER
16 OCT 65 to 31 OCT 65
Jo D. DAVENPORT 1st LT. USMC ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

H. TASK ORGANIZATION AND UNIT LOCATIONS
NONE

I. AVERAGE MONTHLY STRENGTHS

VMA 311
USMC OFFICERS 29 USMC OFFICERS 28
USN OFFICERS 1 USN OFFICERS 0
USMC ENLISTED 171 USMC ENLISTED 169
V™A 22, ™A 211
USMC OFFICERS 30 USMC OFFICERS 31
USN OFFICERS 1 USN OFFICERS 1
USMC ENLISTED 180 USMC ENLISTED 181
‘ USN ENLISTED 2
MABS 12
USMC OFFICERS 26 HEMS 12
USN OFFICERS L USMC OFFICERS 36
 USMC ENLISTRD 525 USN OFFICERS (o]
USN ENLISTED 19 USMC ENLISTED 350
_ USN ENLISTED o
2
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MAC 12
USMC OFFICERS 174

.USN OFFICERS

. 8
USMC ENLISTED 1565
USN ENLISTED 23
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY
During the mont.h of October, MAG-12 flew a total of 704 miuions, 1,573
sorties, 2182,8 hours and dropped 554.5 tons of bombs, On the 26th 2 new
record for sorties per day was set when a total of 123 sorties were flown,
This also established a new sortie rate per aircraft of 2,5 in one day, No
monthly highs were recorded due to fout days of heavy rains, causing almost

complete stand down, The rains started on the ll;th and the first day of full
operation was not until the 18th,

The Commanding: Offiéer and main body of VMA-ZZL arrived on the Lth, bring-
ing MAG-12 back to three full squadrons,

= For almost the entire month, MAG-12 aircraft operated off 1\ess than 4500
feet of runway, making takeoffs with the use of JATO. It was during this period,
7 October in the early evening, that séveral aircraft were inadvertently loaded
with MK 7, MOD 1 JATO on one side and MK 7, MOD 2 on the other. When fired, a
violent swerve resulted, Two aircraft got airborne just as they reached the
edge of the runway, the third one swerved off the runway and received structual
damage,

LitGen KRULAK visited Chu Iai Airfield on 10 October and became one of the
"Plank Owners" when he was presented a piece of runway matting by Sgt THOMPSON
of the MOREST unit, These "Plank Owners" are an exclusive group of personnel,
consisting only of members of the first units to arrive at Chu ILai iAirfield,

The following day, 1l October, MAG-12 gained its fourth squadron. The ad-
vance elements of VMA-211, consisting of 6 aircraft and 4O enlisted men, arrived
and started operations in close coordination with VMA-311,

7 The first attack on the Chu Lai Airfield by the VC came at OO1OH on the 28th
of October 1965, Two groups of four each attacked the WMA-22h flight line and
immediate area. Through the alertness of the Group Guard and Crash Crew they
were taken under fire and either killed or driven off, The VG inflicted strike
damage to two aircraft, overhaul damage to three aircraft; and minor damage to
three aircraft. .Details are in appendix. (1) of part four of this report,
Tie® personnel have been recommended for personal awards j.members.of: 'Crash
Crew. and the Group Guard have been tecommended for Lett.ers of Commendatlon.

- General WESTMORELAND visited Chu Iai Airfield on 31 October, presented the
Purple Heart to Sgt MASON for wounds received during the VC attack, and person-
ally commended the direct participants for their actions during the attack,

VMA-214 recorded t.wo firsts in October when Captain CAREY logged the 5000th
MOREST landing since the field became operational and 1st Lt. FITTS logged the
2000th Combat Sortie for the "Blacksheep" squddron.

October was 2 normal month from an operational aspect.,
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1. Pgrsgnmel. For their direct participatiom in helping to defead the mmt
line, the following personnel have been recommanded for the liated awerds:
Sgt MENDENHALL Silver Star
Sgt SCHREINER Silver Star
SSgt WASAKO Bronze Star
Sgt MASON - Bronze Star
Sgt HORNE Navy Commendation Medal
Cpl COOPER Navy Commendation Medal
Cpl MEYERS Navy Commendation Medal
1Cpl MACLEOD Navy Commendation Medal
1Gpl SOMERS Navy Commendation Medal
Pfe¢ CHRISTIANSEN Navy Commendation Medal

Their actions during the VC attack are in Appendix (1) of part four of this
rsport;

- On 1O October the following members of VMA-22, were presented awards they
qualified for during the 2nd MAW Anmual Compex:

Ma jor HAWES Major HAGEN ~ Captain LEVIN
Lt SODERSTROM Lt SMITH CWO 2 RICHARD

0Of the 15 events that were in the meet, VMA-224 won 10 to become known as the
"Top Guns" of the 2nd MAW, No one squadron has previously won this many of
the total events,

Captains E. E. BROWN, R. D. MILLER, J. C. ARCHBOLD, J. GARDNER, and 1st L%,
R. L. CRANE were awarded their first Air Medal by Colonel BROWN on 20 Ogtober,

3; Givil Affairs/Military Government, . First Lieutenant A. L. BURNAFORD 086168
USMC was appointed as the Group Civil Affairs Officer on 17 October, 1lst Lt,
BURNAFORD is currently engaged in investigating the policies, procedures and all)
sources of supply relating to the establishment and operation of an effective
Givil Affairs Program,

3. elfare Program. The slight increase in R&R quotas to Hong Kong and
Bangkok plus a substantial one for Futems has increased morale in MAG-12.

On 30 Oetober, two days after the VC attack on Chu Laj, a display of capr -
tured weapons and equipment was set up near the MAG-12 messhall. This display
was of particular interest to all hands and had a very high influence in inatill-
ing confidence in the personnel that the airfield was securely guarded inters
nally, at least,

by Alr Operations. The sqmdmns expended the following ordnance during
October:

Bombs 4,153
Rockets h29 Aero 7D Pods - 8 051 2,78 FFaR
<OMM 20,000 roundt
~ CONFIDENTIAL
CONFIDENTIAL

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

oy

°

CONFIDENTIAL ®

CONFIDENTIAL v
Napalm 52 tanks
JATO _ 1,521 bottles

This is not such high usage as was the case in Septembér because four days of
heavy rains almost halted flight operations for that period, The total ordnance
expended and sorties flown was reducéd by approximately 14%.

The MOREST unit trapped 1,529 AL aircraft. |
MATCU~67 handled 6,483 air operations and 421 Ground Controlled ‘4pproaches,

5. Ground Defense; Two Air Defense drills and one Ground Defense dnll wers
conducted cduring the month,

Ground defense in conjunction with the Group Guard has been bolstered by
additional personnel. This requirement was made in an effort to minimize the
chances of success of further VC infiltration into the area; On two consecu~
tive nights, 30 and 31 October, infiltrators were spotted in the Chu Lai enclave,
Squadrons have doubled their internal security around sleeping and working areas
during the evening hours.

6. logistics, LST 546 offloaded 770.9 long tons of Class V(4) munitions. LST
4,88 offloaded Snakeye fins.

During October, Air Freight was relocated to a more appropriate location
and handled a record amount of mail and cargo,

Passengers 7;361

Mail ‘ : 259,527 1bs
Cargo 1,200,672 1bs

34% "A" rations and 66% "B" rations were served in the MAG-12 mess:

7. Supply

a, Navy furnished material remains at the 6Q day level as previously
reported, The AOCP/4NFE rate of this command (6.9%) is the lowest in COMNAV-
AIRPAC. This is attributed to the maintenance program at both group and squade-
ron level and the supply responsiveness of Navy Supply Depct, Yokosuka, The
shipment of priority materails by parcel post has been most effective in exped-
iting receipt of supplies, Almost all supply problems encountered within this
command, are considered to be directly related to lack of adequate transportation
facilities. : .

b. A total of 810 requisitions have been placed since 4 June 1965; 17% of
the requisitions have been filled, :

8, Motor Transport

8. Cerlist vehicle/availability averaged 49% during the month, due to
fajlure of the starter and transmissions. o

CONFIDENTIAL
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b, Gy3g£ TUCKER; a III MAF representative, made attechnical inspection to
determine the effect of hard usage and environmental conditions on the section
"Mt 'yehicles. He proposed a REHAB and evacuation schedule be presented to ths
MAF. - ' .

¢, Facilities are still inadequate to support 4th echelon maintenance as
reported last periods The proposed Butler building date of construction is
5till unknown. .

9 Enginéer_:_.__ng‘
a, Major engineering efforts wers concerned  with flooring tents in the

billeting and maintenance area, road maintenance, improvement in base drainage
system, and construction of culverts, '

b. Maintenance on all equipment is restricted by qQuantity of spare parts
received, and the number of qualified repair personnel. Over age of many items
of equipment and environmental conditions have affected them to such a degree
that constant maintenance is required.

10; Maintenance

ae Lack of maintenance facilities , shortage afid slowness of parts delivery
hamper availability of ground support equipment; At the end of October, avail-
ability of MB-1's stood at 50%.

b, The Power Plants Division performed twenty one major checks, canned
and preserved eleven engines, and loeally built up six J-52 quick engine changes.
Four aircraft were preserved for overhaul, . .

11__-0 Ordnence

a, Heavy rains flooded the ordmance compound; resulting in the moving of
Mk-7 trailers, the SATS shelter, and the napalm mixing shed to higher ground,
4 ditch has subsequently been cut through the compound which will help to
alleviate this problem,

b. One pallet of Mk-7 Mod 1 JATO with 30 degree nozzles were received, 4n
aircraft was lost as the result of using one 30° bottle and one 15° bottle (M7
Mod 2). The aircraft received structural damage as it swerved off the runway, '
making it necessary for the pilot to eject.

c. L3T 488 arrived with 5000 unbanded 250 1b, GP bombs, These were re-
turned to NAVMAG Subic for banding.

12, Special. The attack on Chu Lai Airfield on 28 October is explained in

detail in the Commanding Officers final report to CG, 1lst MAW. This report is
attached as Appendix (ﬁ.
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

APPENDIX _
tﬁ".f FINAL REPORT OF VC ATTACK

2
b
Jh

%: RIGHT VIBN OF WE 22

. MAP OF VC ROUTE TO .ND FROM AIRFIELD
. LEFT VIBEWN OF WE 22

\/ . SACHTEL CHARGE DiMAGE
»/6, VC KILLED BY SENTRY ON POST #6
f?.' VC KILLED BY CRASH CREW
8. WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT TAKEN OFF VC
9. WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT TAKEN OFF VC
0. WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT TAKEN OFF VG
) /} * SPARE MACHINE GUN CLIPS
j:. HAND GRENADES iND EXPLOSIVES TAKEN OFF VG |
\/13. CHU IAI OPERATIONS SUMMARY 1 JUNE - 31 OGTORER 1965
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night nith no rocn. ‘-rmib:l.lity wﬁ, out
| was ﬂ'nmxim»telx Ly fest. .

rdnta in the sond, found sfter dn mmak, imicftad t.he vc
m the northwest. . -

:& men of the rorth end of the unway and m foeb
- wbwt. of. the runway mm split into at least two groups, o

) crossed the runway about 123 fest from tho north m{j of tho 5
. She middl. end resr of VHA-224 flight line, . L

hr»‘

be 0m X 'j

5. Sentry on Post ﬂ., st.andmp At the rear of a rmrew, ch*uqod & group

. ef four VG as. the., welked alowly towards the arked an'u'aft. (1‘).‘ o &

6, A VG t*‘m n mmade at aentrr on }ost #liy Who ran bemind. [N memanf. to
the front of tho 1light line to osoape the frag pattesrn, - is l,l- !'MCth ‘the -
!’rmt of the rﬁvatmmu, the grenada exploded. ’ : _

7. A sentrr on Fost i ran townrds the V:i-22 hangar, ho opott.ed one V¢ in
front of tha : xrcrpf't. The sentry tried to fire ona shet from his w The:
'gun rri'"ﬁred ena. 2. u Lhrew a sai:chel ch'trge at him, iﬁich did ot explode,

2, l‘ha sentr' on Jast f‘lp ‘tcok uy a position behind a p.'un of grouns suppork

" squipment 23on; sife VHA-22, hnngar, He then fired two shots at the VO in fyont
of the -ireraft whe wag . iring a grease gun at the &imﬁ (-&; The VC dil-

‘appear#d behind t}.c fi:-cmﬁ-. _

'1. 3entyr on Post’ ﬁl. #aw ssveml ermlosima under thc aircraft to his fmnt.
". He rermined “t this vosition until the attack vas over. Ho did not see ey
~ more V0O during tha ttfack. . Lo

" 10, -.:entrv on Post #5 wAs st.:mdmg nesr the tail and south of ‘*ﬁ(-—lé whan ne
heard a ghallenge ‘“mm Post #h.' He then. heard an ax.plodm and automatio
weagon f:.re. o . . : ‘

11, The sentry fim’l at the aubomstic weajon muz3le mam, t:xen ran to tha
of the aircmft. Thera he a~w a VC running south towamis him firing an auto-
wmatie ueapon at the lins of -zircra“t. : , ,

- 12, The aa"tm f:tred tm shots at the mazzles’ t’luhu and retumed te the t.ail-
~ of the aireraft, whers he spotted one VG at the next aireralt firing ‘an autow
matic weanon. He'fired two shots at the VG. {(3) The VC stopped iiring, his

automatic Weam and stqggerad ' o

13, The smtry on Fost #5 then ran ovor to the ground mpport area batwm
Vidw22l and HAMSL12 hangar to relosd his shotgun. Hc du wot see any fore Vu
dnring the attack, : e e

P ﬁﬁfﬁﬁ-«dég ALyl
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14, Sentry on Post 76 was standing 30 fest south of tifb} .
he hesrd g ehallencc from a post morth of him followed by explosions and

sutomaiie weapons fire,

15, The B“ry on Fost #6 took up a
of the Cuard end one supermmerary came out of VMA~2ll hangyggrossel the taxi-
way and set up in positions facing the rumway, - w

16, A few seconds later an sxrlosion on W22 eeb the airersft afire, 1 VG
ducked under the talX of “E-1% sni the senmtry on Posb #6 turned to his right
and shot the VG in Ul:face and chost, The VO fell gm the ramp and tried te
gt up. The gunrd shet him again., The VO was dead whem examdned minutes lster, (‘I)

17. At the same time the sentry on i'ost #6 shot the VG, the Sergeant of the
Guard and Wlie supernumersry took three VO under fire, Ve erossed the run—
vas and went ewer the hill on the other side, The crash &ri i moments before,
taken this group umder fire, At that time thers were four, - @ droppel mortally
wounded ard two othars staggered as if hit. One led the ning group of three
across the runway showting to them as they went. This vas the group taken under
fire by the Sergeant ef the Guard and the supernumerary, Two of this group were
later found dead just west of the runway, (See items 22, 23 and 24 belgw)e

b

18, Cne m ary sleeping outside the VMAL2)1) hangar, noysh side, was .
awskened by m ast on WB-22, (5) As he got up to g ,ﬁl rifle and olip
he saw 5 VC crouching between Hi5.12 hangar and a JefWngine. Tho VC apotted
him and pointed his sutematio weapon at him but did not firs, 7The VC ran be:
twe:mn the tents towards the MSR. The supermnumerary stated that the VC was the
same man he handed 3 ladder to when the Vietnamese were building two culverts . .

on the M3. behind 7MA-12 Mangar,

I

19. MOREST man at east MU ST engine (6) heard guard shout “Hali" twice,
followed immediately by automatic weapén fire and explosions on Viii-224 {light
Iine, He s8wthres or four figures running south down flight line.

2. Another group of VQ approached MOREST tent from the northwest side (7),

The MULEST persornnel whe were in a tent and at the FUHLST engine on west side
of runway heard the explosions and firing on the {light line. Seconds later

a VC grenade exploded against the west side of the MOUIT tent; the interior

of the tent was s:jslded from the blast by a wooden box, and one man wa® knocked
down but no ons was wounded, In the morning an unexploded VO grenade was found
beside the MOREST engine, :

4, Crash crew perssnnel were located in two tents and on MB-1 crash vehicle,
(8) Ther heard explosions and sutomstic weapon fire from VMA-224 flight line
area, XCCIC shouted to put cut lights and set up » hasty defenas outside
around the tent, I(UIC cbssrved three or four VC riunning south on flight line
area, aone firipg an automatic weapon and dropping something behind several aire
craft,

22, Crash crew personnel deployed sround tent and (3-1 vohiele. (9) LVT man
ran across runway to INT parked on west pside, immediaiel; after the explosion
on the VMA-214 flight line, mrash crew men saw four VO coming from directioncof
runway, going wsast toward {light line. VC wers first cbserved at a range of
only 17=12 feat, A VC threw a grenade or sxplosive charge over the heads of
three wmon and against the side of the ¥B-l truck; the eplosion wounded one man
(fraguwent in leg) and injured one when it knocked him down, MB~l truek.was

\33 R e s *“J -
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badly p.x;tdrated with fr;gmmts. ‘ m.“vc did not fire sny weapons,

23. The four VC then noved southwrrd, sng)ia Wéck towmd runway. One wae

hit and fe1l1 (10). Crash crew continued fighig at ths YC as they sressed the
runway, ‘As they crossed the runway, VC shiuted in Vistnumese seversd: times,

Two ocbservers belisve at least one more of these VC was woundelly “Yhree VC .assed
by south side of LVT (witnessed by LVT orew man who was in beneath WVT, and
by crash crew man); they then disappesyed over ssnd duna,

¥ (11), An wnexploded grenade

@, Wounded VC was found near runway be;
was found near orash grew iB.l truck.

25, 'DREST man st east MOREST engine @aw one VG move south of MOREST and angle
Cross runwey heading west, Foot prints, an unexploded grenade, and a bloed
trail ware found in the morning,

26, The Group Commander arrived on the scene approximately nﬁ minuies afbter
the attack and dirested subsequent actions, “F

27, WE-22 was burning and ons attached bomb axploded lov order and drove itcelf
through the top of the hangar, 2Another bomb cooked off shortly thereafber nd
is the one which knocked down the erash crew man as noted elsewhere in this report,

28, The ramp area was gsaturated with JP-4 from two badly Jesking aircraft whieh
caused a further serious threat until f{ires were sxtingulshed, borbs defused and
removed and the leaking »ireraft towed out of this line area, (Uetails and sequence
of this action are inecluded later in this rerort). .

29. At about 0030, snd upom bringing the fire on WE-22 under eontrel, maintanance,
ordnance apd D personnel waere direoted to swsep the entire flight line area and
to make a detailed inspection of each aircraft in order to locate satchel charges,
hand grerndes and other demlitions, Five unexploded sztchel charges wers found
on the aircraft and six satchel charges and hand granates were found in the
immediat.e arsa on the taxiway, All wers dearmed nnd coilected by D, At ithie
point, photogrsvhers were directed to rapori to the ilight line, which ther did

at about 0050,

30. At about 9170, the Group rsserve company -4s dirscisd to make am infantry
sweep, from south to north, from the dunes just west of ¢he runway area through
the flight line area for the purrose of locating VO desd/wounded and wearons/
demolitions, - Later at 0500 this sawme company made z swveep from the MSR to the
beach in search of the missing VC believed to be in that area,

31, Ths Group S-2 was directed to start tracing oot prints, blood stains, ete.,
at first 1igit to Jetemine positively eniry/exit poinits, This was done with re.
markable skill :nl excellent results wers obitained ss attested to by the atiached
diagram, Concurrently, the Group HMaintenance Ufficer was directed to conduct a
detailed damage assessuent of the aircraft. The resuils of this latter analysis
have subsequently been included in routine reports,

32, Condition 1I was secursd L5 minutes after first 1light at approximately 700,

All inspections were completed, debris cleaned up, snd the Croup was readv to
conduct normal flight operations by 0730, :

3
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.« light two sets of bare foot priats were found in the diteh om
. .. side gf the M3, cne large and one small, iio :lirsction of exit cov
-etermined ?12). g

3k, Alsp ay rirst light three sets of bare ool tracks were noted 1er?dinf; ek
along the #ame path from which the VG had entered the airfield com-lex, Une set
of trocks shéwed a trail of bloed from the left foot (13),

hii]

35. Several gremades and satchel charges were found -lon: the escape route,

.36, The following is a complete listing of the various ordnange items and rmic-
oallaneous gear viiich were found scattsred throughout the airstrip area on dead
and wounded VC and in the proximity of K Company CF (14),

2. Neapons

1 - U, S, Cal, ,45 Pistol 7978264

1 - Thompsom Submachinegun #40224L4

1 « Submachinegun, Red China 7,62m

? = TNT charge, small 200 gram - 2 blocks
5 = INT ch=rge, large 200 gram - 3 blocks
6.~ Concussion grenades

6 - Frag grenades

b, M ines Arro

2 -~ Hags 1331 w/63 rds 7,62

3 « Subli; maprs 45 rds 7,62

3 «~ Mags 45 Cal. w/19 rds

4 « ¥ags Thompson Subly w/1l4 rds
1 - Hag w/25 rds .45 Cal,

¢, Other

1 « Leather helt

3 « Field dressings

2 = Fonahos

l‘ - Bags rica

1 - ¥, &, eantoon cover
2 - Magasine pouches

1l = Grenade tolder

1l = Surglexd kit . 5,
3 « Cartridpges balts

FIRE FIGHTING AFTIN TH *TTACK

l. Hirutes after the explosion on the VMA-ZLL flight line, and as the three VC
were ¢rossing the runvway toward the south and the IVT, Sight WASAND, NCUIC eragh
crow section, shouted for the !B.l to go to the fire, Corporal MYERS stopped
firing and raced to the osb, Without waiting for a full corew, and with men grabe
bing holde =nd ewinginy Wboard, he drove directl:y to «&2?, shlaze on ths line,
fs the truck stopped st the aireraft, » low order explpsion from z 257 pound

&
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cod sub ~achinem.nu to oreate confusion an“‘ damage the »l """"ﬁ'i
oproached the sentry on Fost #5, _the sentr: 2irod severs) LlioE WiLh
~ oot gun, wounding one, =

4e The three VC continued south setting off a satghel charge :xier WE-22, Whem
the lead V{ ducked unier WE-19 the sentry on Post #6 shot and killed him, The
o remaining VO broke off the atteck and ran bstween the hangars "nd tent ares
across the MSR and jumped in the diteh, The VC remained in the diteh Aoponly

a few seconds then recrossed the road making their way through the tent and
avionics van area, They crossed the flight line area and esgaped Bask in the
gareral direction from which they originally entered the Chu Ld. Alrfiald sraen,

5 Thnt the spesond party of four VC woved southeast behind the hw 2T pesition,
then eactwardésross the raaway to the crash crew area, At the crash crew sraa
they wers taken under rire by both the crash crew and members of the guard on the
flight line, Ther threw an grenade and an sxplosive chawge, ‘hen retreated southe
ward to the runway, One VC was wounded and abandoned on Lhe pcast side of the
rmway; the romaining three moved scross the runway, past the LVT, and over the
sand dune, Two dend VC found the following morning west of the runway are bo-
lioved to be mexbers of the original party of four,

6. That of the fiwst partv of four, one YC was killed, one wownded, and two
escaped; of the second party of four, one was wounded and capturady two were
killed beyond the ranway, snd one is unaccountsble for from thc information
available,

7. Before daybresk units other than }G«~12 found two dead VC and one wournded
VG sbout 2000 feet northwest of the rumway. The wunded V0 threw & grenade at
the ssarch party and was killed by the search party, These are believed to be
the group that de-~rted from the flight iine area to the northwest, ona of which
wng trailing bloot,

8, Eight ¥C entersd the Chu Lai “irfield, one VC is unaccounted for, and the
other seven wers rilfed within elose vroximity of taxiway/ runway complex

9« #Alert action by manv individuals broke up the basic attack and proapt aclion
L others, in terms of firs fighting, bomb handling and dnmlitmn collec.tion,
prevanted further damnagze,
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~omb ogeurred. One arash crew man was knocked dovn but pane were wupded, The
men on the truck, and others vho ran up, immedistely began fighting the fire
with foam and with hand held FKP bottles.

2, The MB-5 from the hot pad drove up agd ths crew assisied it fighting the
Tire,

-4

3. At 55gt WASAND'e dirsction, gt “ADN, whose leg hod been injured by the
earlier VC axplosise blast, made his way back to the crnsh craw arss to get the

other 1B-5. Sgt 'UOK drove the truck tc the fire, than was evacuated to the
dispensary, ‘ "

L. The fire at W5E-22 was mut out in mimtes, Hovewap, the arsa as notzd esrlier,
was saturated with JP-4 which had run under the matting snd under adjacent alr-
eraft, A potentially serious flashback fire occurred but was brought under control
before any further damage occurred,

5. At this point ordnance personnel from VMA-2)4 began defusing and dropping to
the deck the :rwrploded bombs on 1322 and othar airerafi on the 1ine, while the
grash crew stood by for further action if neadsd. Several of the boubs were too
hot to handle and the erash crew hed to kesp up a stesdy stream of foam so that
dissmming and removal could be accomrlishad.

6. lmmedistely after the dispatching of th2 3.1 to the VNA-Z1L aircraft Tire,
an lB-5 was sent to the V¥A-224, aren, There, \i-2i was burning internally from
what was later determined to have boer 2 thenuite grensde granade placed against
the fuselage and iual well. iand held ;4 extinguishers, wielded by crash orew
members, were usel Lo put out this firs, 1o :0am was needed, and no other fires
ceceurred in the V=22 ares,

7« %8 the fires were brought under control and the bonbs wers defusad st WB-22
{V¥A-214, and after msn power pushing attenpts failad, 2 fire truek was hooked

to the wreckage and it was pulled off the line back to thz laterite shoulder.
Also, WK-2, leaking fuel from bullet holes, w:s jushed and towed by a water tanker
from the flight line back to the laterite shoulder,

8. An MB.5 truck was dispatched to standby in the V:A-311 avea at the south end
of the field,

9« The erash vehicles were reserviced and rexdy for =ctiom again by 000. No
cther fires or incidents ocourred in the aren,

CACLUZINNS

1. That the party of VC that attacked the airfield nroper consisted of eight
men; that this group appreached the nirfield from the rerthwest and split into
two parties of four VG each,

2, That one party of four VO crossed the runway 1200 feot from the north end and
entered VMA-22, flight line, When the VC spotted the aentry on Post #4 they
threw a grenade at him, Then one VC from the part; headed north mutting satchel
charges under WK«22 and WK~7, He then doubled back to join the other three who
were placing satohel charges and throwing grenades under the sircraft as they
proceedad south,
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'CHU LAI OPERATIONS. SUMMARY
_1 JUNE -~ 31 OCTOBER 1965

= g -

T ... . OCIOBER

TOTALS __/ TOTALS
AVER NO, A/C ON BOARD (ALFA STATUS) .- .59 58
AVER NO. A/C AVAILABLE S X & -
PERCENTAGE A/C: AVAILABLE 82% 8u%
AVER SORTIE RATE (PER A/C ON BOARD) 0.9 0.9
AVER SORTIE RATE (PER 4/C AVAIL) 1.1 1.0
HIGH SORIIE RATE PER A/C ONE DAY (49) (123 SORTIES) 2.5
1OW SORTIE RATE PER A/C AVAIL ONE DAY (50) (11 SORTIES) 0.2

_ FLIGHT TIME BY SWUADRON :

WMA-311 ; L3918 723.3
VMA-22L, . 531.1 531,1
VMA~214, S 3,248,9 73L,5
VMA~211 . 196.9 196.9
SORTIES BY SQUADRON
VMA~-311 2,672 504,
VMA-221, . 403 403
YMA-274 2,323 528 -
Wia-211 138 138
TOTAL MISSIONS COMBAT S 2,656 641
TOTAL MISSIONS OTHER 259 63
TOTAL ALL MISSIONS 2,915 704
TOTAL SORTIES COMBAT 7,301 1,485
TOTAL SORTIES OTHER L77 a8
TOTAL ALL SORTIES 7,778 1,573
TOTAL HOURS COMBAT 10,390.6 2,070.5
TOTAL HOURS OTHER 6711 - 112.3
TOTAL ALL HOURS 11,061.7 2,182,8
AVER COMBAT SORTIE DURATION (HRS.) 1.4 1.4
AVER ORDNANCE PER COMBAT SORTIE (TONS) 0.5 0.4
TOTAL ORDNANCE IN TONS C hyh2.3 55545
ORDNANCE EXPENDED ON TARGETS (TOTAL)
MK~79 346 36
MK-81 (Incl SNAKEYES) _ - 9,651 1,107
MK-82 ' 3,508 75
MK-83 200 1
MK~-8l 31 0
MK-12 : 34 o2
2,75" (Aero 7D) 12,968 3,271
2UNI (LAU-10) 879 0
Hi-Drag (250#GP) 4,650 2,730
BULLPUPS : 56 12
20MM 291,749 36,688
CBU 6 0
JATO ‘ 4,299 1,305

APPENDIX 13
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_CHU LAI OPERATIONS SUMMARY
l JUNE 31 OCTOBER 1965

T T e T

.. . OCTOBER

TOTALS / TOTALS
AVER NO, A/C ON BOARD (ALFA STATUS) - . 59 58
AVER NO. A/C AVAILABLE ' Y 49 .
PLRCENTAGE A/C. AVAILABLE 823 81,%
AVER SORTIE RATE (PER A/C ON BOARD) 0.9 " 0.9
AVER SORTIE RATE (PER A/C AVAIL) 1.1 1.0
HIGH SORTIE RATE PER A/C ONE DAY (49) (123 SORTIES) 2,5
LOW SORTIE RATE PER A/C AVAIL ONE DAY (50) (11 SORTIES) 0.2

_ FLIGHT TIME BY SGUADRON ~
VMA-311 v T 3,918 - 723.3
VMA-224 . 531.1 531.1 .
VMA-21), . ' 3,248.9 731.5
VMA-211 : 196.9 196.9
SORTIES BY SQUADRON
VMA-311 2,672 504
VMA-224, : 403 403
VMA-224 2,323 528
Wh-211 138 138
TOTAL MISSIONS COMBAT S 2,656 641
TOTAL MISSIONS OTHER 259 63
TOTAL ALL MISSIONS 2,915 704
TOTAL SORTIES COMBAT 7,301 1,485
TOTAL SORTIES OTHER 477 88
TOTAL ALL SORTIES 7,778 1,573
TOTAL HOURS COMBAT 10,390.6 2,070.5
TOTAL HOURS OTHER 671.1 112.3
TOTAL ALL HOURS 11,061.7 2,182.8
AVER COMBAT SORTIE DURATION (HRS.) 1.4 1.4
AVER ORDNANCE PER COMBAT SORTIE (TONS) 0.5 Q.
TOTAL ORDNANCE IN TONS © 4,142.3 55545
ORDNANCE EXPENDED ON TARGETS (TOTAL)
MK~79 346 36
MK-81 (Inel SNAKEYES) ] - 9,651 1,107
MK-82 3,508 75
MK~83 200 Y
MK-84, T 31 0
MK~12 34 2
2,75" (Aerc D) 12,968 3,211
ZUNI (LAU-10) 879 o
Hi-Drag (250#GP) It 650 2,730
BULLPUPS : 56 12
20MM 291,749 36,688
CBU 6 0
JATO 4,299 1,305
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