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HEA.DQUARTERS 
Marine Aircraft Group 12 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
FPO San Francisco 96601 

• 
3: JLS:ajw 
5750 
14 January 1966 

From: Commanding Officer 
To: Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing (Attn: G-3) 

Subj: . Command Chronology 

Ref: (a) WgO 5750.18 

Encl: ~l) Command Chronology for the month of December 1965 

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosure (1) is submitted. 

2. This letter is down graded to UNClASSIFIED upon the removal of 
enclosure (1). ~ 

tJ~ . 
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COMMANDING OFFICER AND STAFF: 

COWNJ!~I, LeAlie E. BROWl'J 

uECUTIVE OFFICER 

I..IEUTBNA)JT COLOI'J.2;L Rex WILSON 

ADJUTANT 

'-::APT:~IN Roy L. CRANE 

l'1AJOR 3pe~d Ii'. ~H~A 

CAPTAI NEar 1 E. BROwN 
1 December - 6 December 1965 

CAPTAIN John A. ROOKE 
7 December - 31 December 1965 

8-3 

LI=~UrBN.ANT COLONEL Willianr J. WEBSTER 

LIEUTENANT COlDNEL Bernard J. 8TgNDER 

MARINE ATTACK SQUADRON 211 

COM1'1~i'JDING OFFlCER 

MAJOR William E. GilRMIj,N 
1 December - 27 December 1965 

LIEUTEl'L,\NT COLONEL John 1';J. KIRKLA.ND 
28 December - 31 December 1965 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

YlAJOR Richard E. HAWES, Jr. 
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0·-·;:'1 

j'1L.T0H ]o(.:.n J Q l·fcUIlllTHY 

CAP'l':i.IN Hobert W. CASPJLE 

CJJI1M[J.~JjING JFFICER 

hlEUTENi\.NT CJLONEI" Keith 0} IIC&EFE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

8··1 

ji'IitST LIEUTEJ."lJMiT Hugh MtTCH!ll.L 

8-2 ......... 
Cl.PTiQN Cia.teh(tEl F. CRIGLER 

3-3 

MAJOR Charles t. ... ClillE1 

CAPTAIN Darrell E. BAKER 

MARINE ATTACK SQUADRON 221 

15 - 31 December 1965 

COfll'11'I.NDING OFFICER 

LIEuTENANT COLONEL Ale'5tander WD:.sJN 

EXECUTIVE JFFICER 
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S-l 

8-1 

3-2 

FIDST 1:mTjTENANT Bar~y A. RUDACILLE 

S-3 

MAJ JR Hugh N. LEVIN 

§;:!: 

CAPTAIN Michael J. RIPLEY 

MAIUNE ATTAGK SQUADRJN 311 

1 - 14 December 1965 

C )MMA1'fJ'ING JFFICER 

LIEUTENANT C JL,)NEL Jack 1!l", Hlill.i'US 

EXECUTIVE JFFICER 

MAJJR Arthur S. JHWllEN 
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5-2 

cli-p.LIN Donald- 1'1. STONE 

HhJOR Donald t. ROwE 

3-4 -' 
CAPT:JN George C. PSl.J?oS 

NhRINl':: .. :"iIR BASE SQU!.DRON 12 

-CQHH,iNDING .QFFICER 

EXECUTIVE OFFlO~R 

I"ihJOR Robert 1. TiJ.B.2:RT 

BliSE SE~lVICE OfFICER 

BllSE OP&;R ',TIONS OFfICER 

l'1{LJOR John C. fl.RCHBOLD 

• 

H.8ADQU;l.RTERS:dm HLINTENANCE SQUADRON,12 

LIEUTEWJIJT COLON3L John itl. KIRKL..'lND 
1 December - 27 December 1965 

MAJOR William E. G.ii.:ril-L.N 
28 December - 31 December 1965 

EX1CUTIVE OFFICER 

Cil.PTil.IN Richard L. THOI-lPSON 
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(c) 2. MiillINE f,-IRCR:~FT GROUP 12, coo 1[~I AIRFIELD, RVN., 1-31 December 1965 

3. lI.VERIlGE MONTHLY STRENGTH: 

USMC Officers USHC Enlisted USN Officers USN Enlisted 

VHA-211 30 178 

VHtl.-214 27 179 

VHA-223 29 179 

"VWl-224 26 183 

MAJ3£-12 25 571 

H&MS-12 42 379 

TOTAL 
Mt.G-12 179 1669 

(U)4. Il'-1PORTilNT VISI TORS TO THE COH1'li ... .ND: 

Lieutenant General Victor H. I\RULi:~K 

Vice l~dmiral G. R. DOIl<~hoe 
}~. BALDWIN, Under Secretary of the Navy 
Senator Henry H. J:lCKSON (D-WASH.) 
Mr. Hugh 0 I BRB.N 
Rear Admiral Paul E. HARTWdJ., CONF:URWE-STP;,C 

1 2 

1 0 

1 2 

1 0 

3 20 

0 0 

7 24 

Nr. Claude C.i~LLEGi\.RY, National Corrnnander, Disabled War Veterans 
Congressman Joseph Y • RESNICK (N.Y.) 
Brigadier General ENGLISH 
Rear ':i.dmira1 James 1;,f. KELLEY, Chief of Chap1ins 
Cardi nalSi?ELLj\t'l.N 
Bob HO?E Show 
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10 Dec 65 
11 Dec 65 
12 Dec 65 
16 Dec 65 
17 Dec 65 
20 Dec 65 
23 Dec 65 
24 Dec 65 
25 Dec 65 
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(c) December was anothor m')nth X}lS[i l';J8.E.:Y:!J~,">:.j'::'.3,t:r,3r conditions curtailed 

flight operations. Period!] of t.~9.vy )b.j:~.,:.:,.~l/r;r excessive crosswinds held 
the Group's 1: .. 4 I s on the ground for t.hr8c (3) ccmpJ.ete days with another five 
(5) days limited to night TPQ-lO mission~ l).;::iug launched. 

(S) Operation "fL'.RnST 1'100N", 8-19 December, was the only major operation 
MAG-12 was involved in during the month. "HhJlVEST MOON" was supported by 339 
sorties with an ordnance expenditure of 196.9 tons. (See Appendix I, After 
Action Report.) (S) 

(c) On 15 December, the first rotation of an entire squadron from Chu Lai to 
Iwakuni was accomplished. ~~l-223 Simultaneously arrived at Chu Lai while 
VN[~-311 launched for Iwakuni. This ,,,as the first of the out-of-country squad­
ron rotations. The changeover went very smoothly, with no disruption of 
daily flight operations. Wll~-223 kept the tradition of combat sorties the 
first day at Chu Lai, by launching their first aircraft only a few hours after 
their arrival. 

(S) During Operation "ii.'lrWEST NOON", VI1i\-224 set several new records within 
WlG-12. The squadron launched 25 scrambles and delivered a total of 40 tons 
of ordnance in a single day. They also tied the record for number of sorties 
launched in a single day with a total' of 36. 

(C) \\Tith the advent of Tropical Huts at Chu Lai, there has been a definite 
improvement in living and working spaces. Construction of the first hut 
com111enced on 20 Decel,lber with a total of six (6) being completed by 1 January. 
Additional huts are under construction at this time. 

(c) In the early evening of 29 December, r1AG-l2 lost its first Marine Aviator 
as a result of enemy fire. FL'st. Lieutenant Thomas F. ELDRIDGE, VM£i.-211, was 
hit by ground f1.re while ~nC'.kjng a napalm drop approximately 3SNM south of Chu 
LaL Lieutenant BLDRIDGE attE:'r.Yp·c,ed to return to Chu Lai, however, the air­
craft crashed l5NM SOUGh cI' the rummy. There was no evidence that he sur­
vived the crash" Th8 l.i:(' l"orce controller submitted a recommendation for a 
Na''Y Gross (See Appendix II)" (U) . 

(C) T~8 entire month of Dece~Qer represented a typical example of the Crachin 
weather in Vietnam. Light to heavy rains and light to almost gale force winds, 
with heavy cloud layer from 500-8000 feet,were common occurrences at Chu Lai. 
Trhth an almost daily appearance of one of these atmospheric conditions, and 
o:ten all three at once, construction, maintenance and the normal running of 
the airfield required a major effort on the part of personnel involved. This 
1.;r82.ther, combined with the second month of operation from only uOOO feet of 

/ 

good runway, and the almost daily change of taxiway and useable runway sectiOns, 
again proved that r'IAG-12 personnel have the IIcan do" spirit that counts when 
it is needed. Despite the weather, working conditions and daily changes, the 
necessary work was done, improvements were made, and the daily routine of 
both air and ground operations were successfully a&~omplished. 

':'i.: 
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• • (c) • :ERS0NIJ!:~I,:> 'i.nn reassignment ~~·).;'c::')nn:l be~ween the attack ~quadro:q.s 
cont~nued J.n D8~c:nb,r to 507& comp ..... sUJ..on of ~ts f~nal goal. The flnal phase 
will be complet'J by the middle of cTut:ax';r. ~·l.t this t.ime" the squadrons can 
concentrate on weldihg a firm, har ri, c:nit, without the constant interruption 
of reor~anization. As of this time the reassigrunent program has progressed 
very smoothly with a minimum loss of efficiency among squadrons. 

(c) 2. .AJ;JI .. HDS. The following awards were recommended by H.i..G-l2 and forwarded 
on to higher authority: 

SILVER ST,·~R 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
lEVY/J{[Urr~ COfuTJS HE:D.,tili 
BROJ:JZ3: STill 
i.IR i'ED~·i.L 

ilLWY COHl"lENDATION i'1EDLL 

1 
1 
4 
2 

66 
7 

The following awards' were received and presented to N::.G-l2 personnel: 

SECRETfiHY OF NiVY ~·;,CHElVEf.iENT AWARD 
NAVY Cm1M&NDATION riJEDAL 

1 
1 

3, CASUALTIES. The only casualty of the month WaS First Lieutenant; ThomaS 
F. ELDRIDGE, the first Marine I"viator from JV1\G-l2 to lose his life to enemy 
fire in Vietnam. On the evening of 29 December, Lieutenant ELDRIDGE flying 
as the section leader on a helo escortrnission, was called upon to place 
o2.ra1m on a trio of .50 caliber automatic weapons which were laying intense 
fir8 on the helicopters. Flying through the automat~c weapons fire, he hit 
his target but in so doing received numerous hits on his aircraft and through 
his legs. The attack occurred1\pproximately 55 miles south of Chu·Lai, bowevez: 
Lieutenant ELDRIDGE managed to br~!~ nis aircraft to within 13 miles of the 
airfield before he crashed. There was nothing to indicate that he ejected 
pri0r to impact. Time of impact was l833H. Captain LOGGINS, Rorward Air 
Cor~ t.l.'oUer, .i.dvisory Team 2 ,Qu,sng ':-Jgai, forwarded a proposed ci ta tioq. for the 
H8SY CCOGS :i'or Lieutenant ELDfUlJlii!;. (See ~\.ppendix II.) (u) 

(c)4. CIVIC j.CTION. Captain TIGH, ARVN, the local Province Chief was contacted 
by the Group Civil ~l.ffairs Officer relative to the desirability of 11: .. G-12 
f;poTlG;:,ring a high school in the local area. ';Ql parties were enthusiastically 
for m.leh a project and the Group is forging ahead with initial plans. 

(C) S e ~J£'l'ELLIGEHCE/COuHTERINTELLIGENCE 

a. On 5 December, the first instance of mortars being used against heli .. 
cop'0Grs was revealed during the debrief of a helicopter escort mission. Three 
(j) airburst rounds were observed in the vicinity of the helicopters, however, 
no hits 1'1l'ere made. , The burst was dog-bone shaped, approximately 10 feet wide 
and black in color (believed to be 6omm). l .. lso in the early part of December, 
tho first reported use of .50 caliber machine guns against our aircraft was 
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• • the re:1':.d~,;,::;: c:.i' t.iJ3 ;n,,~th a steady increase in the 
use of thOfi0 W3fl.'J~LS was n()+.~dc 

(C) b. 'l':he?> C ')l).r.t('rj.ntellig8i;~':; r':la;,l; ~mdGX' the corm'lEti::..d of ~ 3.p;:.a3n Grant L. 
YENERAl,l'J t-w.s 8xt:.remely activG L: t.l:>n J.ocC'.l ':!"j~. due to l'8~ort'3d buildup of 
Viet Cong concentrations. 1'vlenty.·fol'.r (2l.d captives were interrogated, 
eight (6) were forwarded to DaNang) Rix (6) to Qumg Ngai, seven (7) l'l"ere 
reloased and three (3) are still being interrogated. 

(S)6. ~~3~ .. ~??R:\,TIONS. (See After Action aeport on Operation "HARVEST MOON", 
Aup"'Pd·· ~ y J ) 1- V" _ ... }. - 'l 

( C) I1Hi.,12 squadrons expended the following ordnance: 

B2mbs ...................... .......... • " •••• 4,2'07 
Roc kG ts ••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• ~ •••••• 6.09 !I.e ro &D, LA.U 3 and LAU 10 
Napalm ........................... 0; •••••• )04 tanks 
20r1U ••••••••••••••••••••••• ". " .... " 0·' ••• 46,165 rounds 
JATO •.••.•••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••• 148 bottles 

The HOREST unit trapped 567 Ah aircraft. In addition to the two (2) 
IvrORSST units, tho planning and surveying for installation of the CE-l Mod 
3 ca.t.apult ,,,as completed. When the northern half of the runway is torn up 
to lay a ne',J base, it is planned that the catapult will be installed between 
ths !,GG0 <!.nd 6000 foot marks of runway 32. 1'lith the completion of this 
instC'.llar,ion, much of the danger of crosswind takeoff Will be alleviated~ 

~:Nt'CU 67 conducted 6,848 air operations and 469 GeA.ls. The CPN-4 and 
TF1:J .. ·,8 radar' were both flight checked as satisfactory for full certification~ 

7... LOGISTICS 

(c) '3.'.' O:i::l.nance received totaled 1,975 long tons of Class veAl munitions, 
1::)" LS T 1: Yld 2 L~ tons by air .. 

(c) :::,,, F,)!~ the third month,-:Air Freight again increased ·the volume Gf traffic. 

(c) 

?G..r-;.gengers •••• ~ ••••••••••• _ ••••••••• -. ••• '. _; ••• ••• 9,677 
r·f1.il ••••••••••••••• ~ •••• ' •••• ' ••••• ~ ••• ~ •••• , •• ••• 731,582 tons 
Gargo •••••••••••••• ; •••.••••• It ••••••••• _:_ •••••• l,643,198 tons 
Logistics flights .......... " .•••••• '\' ~.' OJ" ••••• " ••• 439 

Htl.G-12 messes served 48% "A" rr>.tions and 52% nBIt rations during the 

.s (\ ,r~OTOR TRANSPORT 

(c) a,. The Cerlist vehicles continue to be a problem. Even wi th the in­
v21uable assistance rendered by the FNFPac team who visited in November, 
thel'O are still thirteen (13) Cerlists deadlined. Only two (2) starters 
were received in December, bringing two (2) vehicles out of deadline. 
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(c) b.. ':'11,8 l':~Ce ;~~l' of ~:O lU'hJ;j08:',c; Cl.' 27 ~,~em~e!, t01'Jered t,he tr::msport-

ntion 'P!'c·LlFr.l -;.) ~~~!" ! evo} (>,;:' L;< ';;, (~:;7.,8t, ,v:: ,2 '2.ptc::.b-",Q,< 

(c) 0., From 1 ~j:J 10 Doc amber , r:::1~ls+'rlictio'1. of the Officers Mess/10't:.nge 
CD'1.t.i:-'L'Pll wlth the ccddition of the patio (See-,Appendix III and IV). Tl;l.e 
cOffijJld.ed hi.liJ.rEng moasures 16 X 96 feet, Vlith' 'a;. 16 X 32 foot patio at the 
n'J~"ttl ~:i[l ;:;vl a 16 X 48 foot galley and serving area abutting to the west. 
A V··t (~=l()aaiL1g shed and elevated water tank were included in the· construction. 
A trop::'c:..lJ. ;:':'l,j "ms constructed to the north for stewards quarters. Interior 
docoration of the r1ess/Lounge includes straw mat shutters, louvered partitions, 
and assy-·::·uo itJ'ood carvings. TCl.bles and cupboards were built and installed in 
th3 p.ll,,,;),,, un 9 December, final clean up of the Heas area and assembly of 
tables ':"Lcl chaiJ.·s for the Lounge/Patio waS completed. A grand opening was 
held en 10 Il:}C8mber with Cha.rcoal broiled steaks as the entree. On 18 Dacember, 
the OfIi:;oJ:'s hess/Lounge was ren:;v:-:ted by installing straw matting on the in­
sid2 j,'~'~~()!' vT81ls to keep ,:)Ut r9.in rnd wind. 

(c) b~ C"1.'1 Lal Ch~p81-.by,-tho-Sea WCl-<; completect on the night of 23 December 
1965, l-:'h:u, fac-t, h.:)"c{({';C;T', req'..lires 'ln explanation of background events. From 
r1n;y' 1165; I'Th';!1 !'lPT:i.no l~ircraft 0rcup ::..~ landed at Chu Lai, through December 
1:-::';':' l':'b~::JC'11S services iI.rei'C :'101d L1 ~ IIChapel" consisting of one inadequate 
Cf tu;:~,u L1 lJct.ober 1')65, '.1ogct5,!".ti0ns t·mre conducted with a local Vietnamese 
C0G;_T;.;.C~t,')r to tuilcJ. a Chn.pcl, of nnt,;,'C design, consisting of bamboo and 
t;:J~·trh nlRtcria:6. PlanniuR: ,dch tiv) Vietno.mesG culmimited in a contract to 
CCcl~1·i.!"r'_::-:::, 0, GhPcp81 to be '2;:1Tt"'ldarl by 25 November 1965. r-1r. BINH, the Viet­
nClI,lsse cont.roct:)r, began D.Bserrhlj ng lliaterial preparatory to commencing con .... 
stn:ctjon work 1<J'hen he ul1Qxpectecny run afoul of local Popular Forces and 
po}.i tiG"'1.\ ae:. tivH,y .• and vTas fcrc'Jd t.o suspend operations. nenewed negotiat­
icns 2.udJ.~fJX'ts to obtaj.u clearaIlc8 for Vietnamese workers finally and 
(,~!i'(,~.ctc:_J collapsed on 13 DeCOi:.1::01' 1965. ,,~t that time the deoision was made 
\.1) "~-,-;:;,~.J ;:\ Ch':>.pol by Ci:'ristmas." The morale boosting effect of having a 
C:t.!"'fc i jn '-Jhj.ch Christrms Dc)rvicas could bo conducted, was deemed critical 
.3UOligh t.o t,hro:-J 3.1J. :rrail(1.o1e l'-~\G-12 resources into the project;' addi tional 
8mp\-;;Ls:L:l II/,'-S r~rcvided by the sched111ed visit to Chu Lai on 24 December of 
:Fha;:, hc1m:Lral u?:,i8S [ELLbY, Chief of ChQplains. Gunn8ry Sergeant l.fHIGHT took 
('onp::.oto ,'1::K: 3:::1a direction of the project. Starting with only a pencil 
'"'yi,(}] ,)f tha desired floor plan. he dG3igned and planned the building from 
the (you:')"l up t,:, use only the very limited lwnbor stocks and materials on 
l"t'.-:L:., A crew of willing but larpely unskilled comba.t engineers were set to 
-;,c,~l:.: on a coordinated night and day program. Hi th one crew cu~ting and fab­
l'ic~-~,:~.ng in the carpenter shop at night and the other crew constructing and 
'~):e~t.:".ll~; during the day, the work progressed on schedule despite monsoon 
,,:::r;.l1,; ;ud rain. The 64 X 28 foot building was roofed with sheet tin and a 
COY8j-c9d porch was added. A strQw mat ceiling and straw mat shutters were 
jne1-.1l'8d in addition t') a matted sacristy and Sacred Heart Chapel near the 
,',..::\.",,:.: area. NfillS-l2 welders and metalsmi ths f.~bricated unique and very 
[,t,-\jl'n.ctive interior fi~tures; a seven foot cross and a slab, modernistic 
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• • ~ 1';';0;;1 rejoc>'.~ .~~"r~r:0Jn runway matting; light fixtures 

(c) 

were fabricated from lOumn rocoL.: ~. s rifle shell casings and welded chi3.in;, 
anil holy water founts I-Jore mi:'..rlo from'90mm tun casincsl The striking build­
ing, which is ensily tho best mlC' most attblctiye of any structure in Chu 
Lai was completed in only clevon

i 
(11) days. It was enthusiastically ~raised 

by Admiral KELLEY at-the dedication services on 24 December. Overflowing 
crowds of Harine personnel; NaVy personnel, and civilian construction workers 
throBghout the Ghu Lai Enclave participatod in Protestant candle light se~ces 
<;lnd C'atholic ~~ight ~1ass on Phtt~~Ir¥1s ~y~, an,d Hass on Christmas morning.' 
(See Appendif- V, VI, VII, and VIII.)·· ~ 

c. 1m a.nalysis of the value of the tropical hut designed and fabricated 
by IVL\G-13 will be included in the January Command Chronology. At this· time 
one modification has been very apparent, oithe~ shutters or louvers, will have 
to be addod. These huts were not designed with 6hu La1 l s horizontal rain in 
mind~ 

(c) a. The current shortage of J-52 enG-ines, due to combustion l,in.en'''Ul1lNail:-
ability, is incre,::,sing the number of ;~OCP t s • L. t this time it is not known 
when these combustion liners will become available. 

11. BA.S3 DEVELOPNENT/HILITfcRY COi~STRUCTION 

(C) a. After seven (7) months of c0ngested traffiC, confusion, and long 
dol~ys in off-loading, an area for unloading C-130 ' s is being constructed. 
Since the opening of Chu Lai tl.irfield, this has been a continual problem. 
T,'fith the taxiway being the only availabb parking are." 'traffic had to be 
routed around that section of the taxiway the C-130's were utilizing. The 
new fr'eight ramp will be in the shnpc' of a. five fingered IIE"" thus providing 
five sources of entry and exit onto the parallel "(.axiw~'y. ~"i th Ghu Lai being 
dependent in lnrge measure on air ro-supply,'- this freight area will answer 
one of the biggest problems here. The area is now 75% complete •.. 

(c) b. The taxiway to thc50uth end of the runway was widened 12 feet. Since 
the kxiwnys are now 48 feet in width, two (2) A4 1s can pass with sufficient 
clearance~ \Ifith five (5) feet of clearo.nce from main gear to taxiway edge, 
there ,dll be a four (4) foot wi.nr~ tip to wing tip clearance. 

".4 
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SUPPORTL!'JG T;CCGlLi:j'r::S 

~?EIIDIX I 

~.?PErIDIX II 

JA?7ElIDIX III 

L?:eENDIX IV 

0??ENDIX V 

y{'?I)ENDIX VI 

i...2?F..IIDTX VII 

Jp?EIIDIX VIn 

After Action Report ''Hiu'1VEST l100N" (S) 

Navy Cross Citation, Case of lstLt. ELDRIDGE (U) 

View of Officers Mess looking West (u) 

View of Officers Mess looking East (u) 

Northwest corner of Chapel CU) 

View of Chapel looking West CU) 

Interior of Chapel (U) 

Chapei Altar (U) 
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Commanding Officer 

HEADQUARTERS 
Harine Aircraft Group 12 
1st lYIariBe Aircraft Wing 

Fleet £~rine Force, Pacific 
FPO San Francisco 96601 

Cormnanding General, 1st Uarine Aircraft Wing 

Operation HARVEST NOON, After Action, report of 

GmTERAL NARRATIVE 

3:GLR:ajw 
3700 
Ser: 003A35965 
25 December 1965 

A. During the operation, MAG-12 was composed of four (4) ~nrine Attack 
.Squadr.ons; however, one (1) squadron was relatively ineffective due to 
rotation out of country and the transfer of aircraft. Essentially then, the 
Group supported Operation HARVEST MOON With three (3) squadrons. 

B. lJAG-12 began its participation in HARVEST I'iOON on 8 December. From 
this date to end of the operation, the Group effort was limited only by 
weather and control facilities, which will be discussed later. The squadrons 
flew a great variety of missions such as helicopter escort, landing zone 
preparation, close air support, radar controlled bombing (TPQ-l0) and inter­
diction. During the entire period, the Group maintained an eight (8) air­
craft alert with varied ordnance loads from 0630 to 1$30 and a night ground 
alert of five (5) aircraft. The ground alert was utilized to its maximum 
throughout the operation. This alert was maintained while the squadrons 
continued to fly their normal scheduled missions both for HARVEST lIDON and 
other commitments. 

C. It should be noted that this Group was not included in the planning 
phases or briefings wljich immediately preceded the operation. This was a 
major handicap in that the pilots could not be adequately briefed and were 
unaware of the friendly force disposit~on and scheme of maneuver. 

D. During the major portion of the entire operation, the weather .1aS 
such that conventional deliveries could not be used. In many instances 
aircraft vIere operating in weather conditions which were below any reason­
able standards. There were several close calls where fixed wing and heli­
copters were on converging courses and neither h~d maneuver room due to 
weather. Standards can be lowered in an emergency for mandatory targets; 
however, to fly in these conditioris as a matter of routine, with the· 
generally borderline air control whiph existed, is flirting with serious 
consequences. As the operation was drawing to a close, the weather .deter­
iorated to the point that aircraft could not launch. 
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PART II: CHRONOLOJICAL ORDER OF EVENTS 

A. In the initial phases of the operation on the first dayJ MAG-12 
participated primarily with it's ground alert aircraft. The Group was 
called upon to display it's flexibility and napid reaction to the changing 
situation from this first .day. -

B. the tempo of the operation picked up considerablY on the second 
day and this continued throughout the operation. On this day the squadrons 
flew 56 sorties in support of HARVEST MOON. The weather conditi9ns and the 
control facility difficulties are already well known. 

C. On the third d~ of the operation a total of 32 sorties were launched, 
however, many flights were unable to deliver their ordnance in the target area 
due to poor coordination and control. This resulted in a waste of ordn8nce 
because nruch of it had. to be dumped at sea prior to landing. As the day 

progressed, control and coordination improved somewhat •. : 
,)-.. 

D. During the next three (.3) days, the squadrons continu~ to operate 
in the target area with improving control and coordination and deteriorating 
weather. The all weather capability to support an operation such as this was 
utilized to a great extent. Both night and day TPQ-lO sorties were filiown and 
the results were good. 

E. By the seventh day, most of the ground forces had been landed and the 
Group's aircraft flew support missions, Airborne controllers were utilized 
almost exclusively to mark the targets. The control and coordination continued 
to improve. The weather, howeverJ was very marginal during the entire day and 
21 TPQ-IO sorties were launched to support the operation. 

F. The Group was committed to an airborne alert on the eighth day which 
resulted in a great deal of wasted effort and ordnance due to lack of co­
ordination. During the course of the evening, the weather deteriorated to 
the point that the Group could not launch aircraft. This condition existed 
throughout the next two days of the operation. 

G. On the final day of HARVEST MOON, the squadrons flew 34 sorties. 
Most of these were devoted to covering the helicopters ~s they withdrew 
troops. Six (6) sorties were flown as a convoy escor~ for the ARVN. As 
operation HARVEST MOON drew to ,a close, Marine Aircraft Group 12 had compiled 
an enviable record as will be shown in parts III and IV. 

PART III: ORDNANCE EXPENDITURES AND PERFORMANCE 

A. No difficulties were noted in the performance of ordnance material or 
equipment. Very few duds were recorded and the effectiveness of the ordnance 
delivered on target is borne out by the results indicated in Part IV. 

B. The enemy's efi'ectiveness against our aircraft was fortunately not 
at all goodo A great many of our aircraft were fired on by the en~ with 
weapons ranging up to 50 caliber automatics. However, as is 
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shown by the figure in part IV, this fire was ineffective. 

C~ The ordnance expended during operation HARVEST MOON was as follows: 
72 MK-79, 47 MK-77, 66 MK-$l, 432 MK-Sl (SE), 2649 FFAR, 72 ZUNI, 4 AERO 7E, . 
15$ ANM-57 , 93 ANM-64, 4 MK-S2 (SE), and 14,766 rounds of 20MM. The total 
ordnance dropped was 196.9 tons. ' 

PART IV: DAM4.GE TO ENEMY AND OUR AIRCRAFT 

A. The confirmed da.mage assessment for this operation was: 7 }Iortar 
positions destroyed, 2 damaged; 2 50 cal. MG pOSitions destroy.ed; 7 Gun 
Emplacements destroyed; 2 trenches destro~ed, 3 damaged; 2$ huts destroyed, 
2 damaged; 27 KEA's (possible), 2 WEA's (possible); 1 Secondar,r Explosion; 
17 structures destroyed, 5 damaged; 6 automatic weapons positions destroyed, 
1 saturated;'? huts left burning; 2 Sampans damaged; and 1 tunnel destroyed. 

B. Our damage consisted of three (3) aircraft being hit by enemy ground 
fire. 

PART V: PERSONNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES 

A. The performance of every officer and man in M:\G-12 was exemplary. 
Ordnance loads were frequently changed at the last minute; pilots were 
diverted from their prim::l.ry mission to attack targets in the operation area; 
and line crews and maintenance crews worked long hours to keep the Group's 
aircraft flying. The pilots attacked targets more often than not in the.face 
of visible hostile fire and under marginal weather conditions, with no 
thought for personal safety, only thi~±ng of the miSSion to be accomplished. 

B. There were no casualties attributable to enemy action during operation 
HARVEST MOON. 

PART VI: COMMENT ON DOCTRINE AND OPERATION PROCEDURES 

A. MAG-12 operated throughout HARVEST MOON with practically no coordination 
with supported organizations except that which was accomplished in the air 
over the target area. 

B. There was a complete lack of information on the disposition of frie~ 
forces during the entire operation. It was not uncormnon to find that the air­
borne controller was unable to ascertain the location of friendly troops in 
the immediate vicinity of the target. Moreover, ground FAC's apparently were 
not used, but they should have been •. 

C. The airborne alert was utilized for one (1) day·during the operation. 
Due to marginal weather and an apparent lack of coordination, many of these 
sorties returned with their ordnance or were forced to dump it at sea~ The 
low ceiling, in effect, put a great many aircraft of all types in an extremely 
confined 'space. No orbit points had been established or were any altitudes 
assigned. 
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A. PART I, paragraph C; It is essential and doctrine that the Group be 

included in the planning of an operation such as this, no matter how limited 
the plaIJIiing may b~.. It is imperative that Group representatives be present 
at planning conferences and/or briefings. ' . . , 

B. PART VI, p9.ragraph B; More infor.mation must be nade available to all 
echelons of command and this information must be kept current. 

C. PART VI, paragraph C; vJhen the airborne alert is utilized necessarily 
valuable assets are·di~sipated. If utilized, coordination and control must 
be positive. Orbit points must be established and altitude blocks assigned. 
A briefing by the controller as to other aircraft in the are~ would of course 
help. 

D. PART:~ paragraph D; Definite weather criteria should be established. 
Desirable weather infornation in the area of operation should be available to 
the pilot at the briefing. 

E. In sum-, the foregoing is a plea. to get back to the doctrine and to 
establish sensible weather criteria. 

I 
··r 

L. E. BR()lN 
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File: Eldridge I Thomas ]\1. 
Service No: OS5797 
Date: 31 December 1965 

FROM: Captain Aaron B. Loggins, Forward Air Controller, Advisor,y Team 2, 
Quang Ngai RVN. 

TEl: Secretary of the Navy (Navy Department Board of Decorations and Medals) 

(1) Commander, ~G-12 
(2) Commandant of the M:l.rine Corps 
(3) Chief of Naval Operations. 

SUBJ: Navy Cross, RecoIlUI\endation for Case of IstLt Thomas H. ELDRIroE, 
085797, U. S. Marine Corps 

REF: 

ENCL: 

(a) SECNAVINST P1650.1C 
16 August 1963. 

v{l) Propo~ed Citation. 

(Navy and Ms.rine Corps Awards Manual) of 

1. In accordance with reference (a), it is recommended that IstLt Thomas M. 
ELDRlOOE, OSS797, USMC, attached to and serving with J.fAG-12, be awarded a 
Navy Cross (posthumously) for heroism. 

2. On 29 December 1965, ]\unh Long, RVN, district headquarters was attacked by 
a superior Viet Cong Force. Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force aircraft had 
participated in a continous air attack for several hours. .As darkness 
approached a flight of helicopters attempted a resupply mission to an out­
post near the headquarters. As the helicopters approached three 50 cal. 
machine guns opened fire on them. Due to the ver,y poor weather condition 
in the target area, the Forward Air Controller (USAF) advised Oxwood 02-1 
flight, in which IstLt ELDRIDGE was number three man, that they should return 
home. The flight leader elected to remain in the area in the event the 
"choppers" needed cover. .The severity of the fire received by the forward 
air controller aircraft and the "choppers" caused the forward air controller 
to request flight Oxwood 02-1, a flight of USMC A4 aircraft, to come into 
the target area and attempt to subdue ·the heavy ground fire. Darkness was 
approaching and the weather was marginal. The fO:r'Ward air controller was-, 
unable to mark the target but described it to the fighter aircraft and in 
the growing darkness Oxwood 02-1 flight picked up the target by the muzzle 
flashes of the 50 cal. machine guns firing at them. Number three man in the 
flight carried Napalm and was requested to arop it on the guns. With complete 
disregard for his personal safety IstLt ELDRIDGE made a bomb pass at the tar­
get, releasing one can of Napalm on the target. Upon passing over the target 
he was shot in the leg and attempted to return to Chu Lai and land. His air­
craft crashed eight miles short of Chu tai. IstLt ELDRIDGES extraordinary 
heroism in the face of extreme danger due to poor weather, darkness and heavy 
enemy ground fire cost him his life. His superior airmanshiPI selfless de­
votion to duty, braver,v and prompt action prevented the destruction of un­
armed USNC helicopters and aided the Vietnamese force in defense of their. 
position. lstLt ELDRIDGE's actions were· in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the l-'Iilitar,y Service and reflec~t gr:eal. credit upon himself and the United 
States Marine Corps. 
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3. The facts as contained in the proposed citation are personallY known to me. 

4. The award is for direct participation in combat operations. 

AARON B. LCGGINS 
Captain, USAF. 
Forward Air Controller 
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The President of the United States take pride in presenting the Navy 

Cross to: 

IstLt Thomas H. ELDRILGE, U. S. Marine Corps 

For service set fort:6:, in the following: 

PROPOSED CITATION: 

"For extraordinary heroism in action while a member of Oxwood 02-1 
flight involving an opposing force in the Republic of Vietnam on 29 December 
1965. As an aircraft commander, IstLt ELDRIDGE distinguished himself by 
extraordinary heroism, while demonstrating professional skill and decisive 
leadership along with extreme bravery. During marginal ,reather conditions 
and after darkness had fallen, IstLt ELDRIDGE attacked a target containing 
three 50 cal. machine gun positions. He identified the target by the muzzle 
flashes of the enemy guns. During his pass to drop Napalm he was wounded 
in the leg i1ith a 50 cal. shell. He attempted to return his aircraft to 
Chu Lai airfield thirty miles north of the target~ His aircraft crashed 
eight miles short of the runway. 1stLt ELDRIDGE's complete disregard for 

, his personal safety, attempting to cover unarmed helicopters under extremely 
dangerous cambatcondition during the hours of darkness cost him his life. 
IstLt ELDRIDGE's bravery, outstanding courage, and willing self-sacrifice for 
his fellow pilots reflected great glory upon himself and upheld thE}.highest 
traditions of the United States 1-1arine Corps. 
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