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From: Commanding Officer 
To ~ Commandant of the l>1arine Corps (Code HD) 
Via g Commanding General, Fleet ~!arine Force pacific 

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 June 1972 to 30 June 1972 

Ref: (a) 1\I;CO 5750.1 
(b) F'iViFPacO 5750.8 

Enol: (1) lViarine Aircraft Group 12 (FWD) Command Chronology 
(2) Marine Attack Squadron 211 Command Chronology 
(3) V~rine ~ttack Squadron 311 Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a) and (b), 
enclosures (1) through (3) are submitted. 
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COivJl:j;~ND CHRONOLOGY 

1 JUNE 1972 TO 30 JUNE 1972 

UJl)EX 

PART I ORG~:.NIZATIONAL DATA 

PART II NARRAT IVE SUMtv'.tARy 

PART III - SEQtJ'ENTIAL LISTmG OF SIGNIFIOXrJT EVENTS 

PART IV SUPPORT~G DOC~illn~TS 
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1. D:£:;SIGI!lrlTION 

eTU 79.3.7 /1\(AG-12 (F'.ill) 

CTt;' 79.3.7.1 /H&NS-12 DET 

GTU 79.3.7.2/hABS-12 DET 

C'l'U 79.3.7 .3/Vi·;A-211 

CTD 79.3.7.4/VHA-311 

2. LOCATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

PAR'l' I 

ORGANIZATIOKAL DATA 

l'flACHO, Do O. OOL USivlC 
(1-30 JUl\;E) 

SUBORDINATE UNITS 

Po-WZLL, 1°;. B. Cl-I.PT USHC 
(1~30 JUNE) 

D~~,OLF, L. LTOOL U8i<10 
(1-6 JUNE) 
DUPO~'l', D. G. LTOOL USHG 
(7-30 JUNE) 

ItANN"EY, D. G. LTOOL U51v:C 
(1-30 JUl\J~) 

JOHNSTOh, K. O. LTCOL USMC 
(1-30 JUN'J5) 

Bien Rca Air Base, Republic of Vietnam (1-30 June) 

.3 • STAFF OFF ICZh~ 

EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

S-2 

5-3 

S-4 

RAPP, J. M.. LTOOL USMO 
( 1-30 .JlJNE) 

MC.l!iLROY, 'I'. R. lYii\J USiViC 
(1-30 JU1E) 

SERRATA., A. T. mlO USHO 
(1-30 JUliJE) 

POORE, R .. T. HAJ USHC 
(1-30 JUNE) 

D\lGLISA, .Ii.. N. i"idJ usrv;c 
(1-30 JUNE) 
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PART II 

NARRl~T IVE SIDvnv-iARY 

~ 
Qff Enl C:iJl 
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1. During -;'he month of June 1972, lVlA.G-12 (FVJD) conducted flight operations 
in support of mill tary operations in the Republic Of Vietnam and the 
Khmer Republic. These operations were conducted from Bien Roa AB, RVN e 

During this time frame the Air Group (F~ID) consisted of VMA-211, 16 A4E 
aircraft, ~~-'311, 16 aircraft, HM4S-12 Detachment and a ~~BS-12 Detachment 
augmented Qy a security element. Average monthly strength for this period 
was 898. There were four reportable casualties during the month - one 
disease, one accident, one assault and one KIA. The KIA \-ras a Bombadier/ 
~Javigator flying in an 14.-37 Air Force aircraft that was hit by ground fire. 

2. Combat operations have continued at a steady pace. The scheduled daily:" •• : 
sorties have stabilized at 48 - equating to a 1.5 sortie rate. The Air •• 
Group has experienced a near perfect sortie completion rate with a 9987% •••••• 
maintenance c9rnpletion rate. Aircraft utilization has been approximately ..... • 
1.7 hours per aircraft with an average availability of 82% at start of ..: 
daily flight operations. Heather problems inherent i-lith III/IV Corps areas ••••• : 
during June has forced 7 AF to cancel: a number of lilAG-12 missions. The • • 
majority of such cancellations have been a direct result of Forward Air :..: 

• •• Controllers unable to work fixed wing air support due to target area 
weather. Communications with TACC/DASC/and USAF weather facility at Long : ••• :. 
Tanh have enhanced the &ir Group I s capability. BDA has been significant, • 
and the targets appear to be of good quality. A large percentage of ••• : •• 
IItroops in contact" close air support missions have been flown, providing •••• • 
invaluable experience. The average company grade aviator has flown at 
least onoe daily. Anti-air activity encountered bas ranged from small arns 
up to 37mm. The SA-7 missile has also been employed against MAG-12 aircraft. 
Statistically the Air Group1s gun squadrons flew a combined total of 1320 
comba t sortie s, totalling 1635 flight hours and delivered over 23$ 5 yons 
of ordnance. 

3. The J'flAG-12 intelligence section has continued \-.rith its briefings of 
all aircrews.prior to flight. Additionally; daily intelligence update 
briefings for local security forces have been instituted. Liaison with 
USA, USAF, and R~~ intelligence agencies continue coordination of 
intelligence rna tters and functions. USAF Jungle Survival instructors from 
Clark AFB, P.I., conducted classes for aircrews. 

'3 

DECLASSIFIED 

SEC~ 

ENCLOSURE ( 1 ) 



DECLASSIFIED 

SECRET 

4. Logistic support to Bien Hoa was provided by USMC KC-130 assets until 
5 June, when USAF 0-1.301 s assUlJled the logistic support mission. Operation 
under joint and combined logistical support arrangements continues - this 
includes support from VNAF for LOX and indirectly for POL plus jointly 
used maintenance spaces. USAF facilities are utilized on both a joint 
Air Force - JvIarine Corps and a Harine Corps only basis. Joint usage of 
Bien Hoa bomb dump has proved beneficial to all. 

PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF ~IGNIFICAir.r EVENTS 

1 June l'fJajGen IvtARSHALL~ Vice Commander 7AF, visited IflAG-12 (F~'JD). An 
internal security exercise was conducted at 18.3OH. 

2 June Extremely poor weather forced the cancellation of 10 sorties. 
Col KIlCHO called upon Col TlliH, Commander, .3 Air Division VNAF. Discussion 
included coordination for a joint base defense exercise scheduled for 
050930Z. Ten USN tactical strike aircraft diverted from USS CONSTELLATION 
to Bien Roa $ In conjunction vIi th USAF, lVJAG-12 provided turn-around 
assistance and all Navy aircraft were airborne Hithin two hours. 

.3 June Target vleather forced cancellation of 10 sorties. 7AF 
cancelling agency. 

4 June LtGen 1·lli:TZGER visited 1,-Jith staff members 0401 OOZ. Departed 
040620Z. 

• • •• • •• • • •• 
•••• • • • • •••• 

• • • • •• •••• 
• • •• • •• • 5 June Joint security exercise held with good response. VNAF/us ••• 

experienced minimum of anticipated communication difficulties. - Plans •• 
made for future joint security exercise to be held at nighto 7AF cancelle~····· 
10 sorties due to target weather. • ••• • •• 

6 June }.;ajGen Bl-i.OltiN and staff arrived 0601152 ~ Departed 060615:&. 
7AF cancelled 22 sorties due to target weather. 

7 June 7AF cancelled 14 sorties due to target area weather. 

11 June t~iG-12 tested surge capability of one squadron (m~-311). 
II Tomca ts" scheduled for 20 sorties - flew 40 sorties. 

12 June IvlAG-12 suffered one KIA. Lt Samuel POL-JELL, a BIN, was killed 
i<lhile flying in the right seat of an A-.37 on a strike mission. 

15 June Oonducted internal security defense exercise with excellent 
results. 
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17 JUne CNC and party arrived,.,0115Z for, short visit. Departed 0220Z. 

18 June IviajGen ~JILSObJ, CINCPACAF staff and BrigGen HOLLAND, 7J1F 
logistics visited 1t!ith Col HAdHO~ 

19 June CBS TV covered ¥~G-12 activities including flight line and A-4 
launch. Mr. Bob STIVllviONS, reporter for CBS, headed team. No IVlAG-12 
personnel interviel-!ed. 

21 June First :trIAl;! Security Survey Team arrived. V~'1A-211 section fired 
on by SA-7 Evasive maneuvers successful. Increased $1-1.-7 activity last 
48 hours reported. 

22 June Embassy party visited with Col Iv.LACHO. Team included Mr. S. 
,~·n:SHIP; Pit>litical/i,jilitary Officer - First Secretary; Hr. h. X:;l\!GLl~ND, 
Second Secretary; 1vir. E •. BaSH, Political Officer All American Embassy 
in Saigon. 

25 .J.llIle 24 sorties cancelled by 7AF due to target vJea the I' • \~ing 
Special Services and Hing imditor representatives conducted liaison visit 
with US:i.F. 

29 jUne 7AF requested 4 emergency add-on sorties. }~G-12 complied. 
Internal security exercise held with excellent response/results. 

S.r!:CHET 
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