
 

_I 

DECLASSIFIED 

HEADQUARTERS 
Marine Aircraft Group 12 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Fleet Marine Force Pacific 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

SE.\j~Cl~.1f1ed .upon remval. ot enclosure) 
-- From: Commanding Off~cer 

To: Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code HD) 
Via: (1) Oommanding General, First Marine Aircraft Wing, 

Force Pacific, FPO San Francisco 
(2) Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force Pacific, 

-, 

3:PDW:rro 
5750 
OO.3A00973 
9 January 1973 

Fleet Marine 

FPO San Francisco 

Subj: Semi-Annual Command Chronology for period 1 July 1972 to 31 December 
1972 

Ref: (a) MGO 5750.1B 
(b) FMFPacO 5750.8B 
(c) ForO 5750.lA 
(d) WgO 5750.1B 

Encl: (1) MAG-12 (Fwd) Semi-Annual Command Chronology 

1. In accordance with the provisions of references (a) through (d), en­
olosure (1) is submittedo 

2. This cover letter is downgraded to unclassified upon removal of enclo­
sure (1). 

).e.\ttuh 
D. C. MAGHO 

, i~\ ~~~ ut "~ 

-qO"'1 

MAG 12 S&C 
CONTROL # COpy # 

DO,} A--1 ~ 1~.3 
~r 

DECLASSIFIED 



SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

HEADQUARTERS 
Marine Aircraft Group 12 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Fleet Marine Force Pacific 
FPO San Francisco 96602 

COMMAND CHRONOLOGY 

1 JUly 1972 to 31 December ~ 

~ 

PART I - ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

PART II - NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

PART III - SEQUENTIAL LISTING (F SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

PART IV - SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 

1 

DECLASSIFIED 



SECRET 

1. DESIGNATION 

OTU 79 • .3.7 /MAG-12 (Fwd) 

OTU 79.3.7.1/H&MS-12 Det 

OTU 79 • .3.7 .2/MABS-12 Det 

Sub-Unit 2, H&MS-12 

OTU 79.3.7.3/VMA-211 

CTU 79.3.7.4!VMA-311 

2. LOGATION 

DECLASSIFIED 

PART I 

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

OOMMANDER 

MACHO, D. C. Col USMC 
(1 JUly - .31 December) 

SUBORn !NATE UNITS 

POWELL, W. B. Capt USMC 
(1 July - 9 December ) 

OONLEY, W. J. Maj USMC 
(10-31 December) 

DUPONT, D. G. Maj USMC 
(1 July - 31 August) 

ROBERTSON, H. R. Capt USMO 
(I September - 31 December) 

PUTON, M. F. III Maj USMC 
(I September - 31 December) 

RANNEY, D. G. LtCol U SMe 
(1 July - .31 December) 

JOHNSTON, K. M. LtCol USMC 
(1 July - 7 September) 

CALDAS, J. J. LtCol USMC 
(8 September - 31 December) 

Bien Hoa Air Base, Republic of Vietnam (1 July - 31 December) 

3. STAFF OFFICERS 

Executive Officer 

2 

RAPP, J. M. Ltcol USMC 
(1-31 July) 

JACKSON, H.L. LtCol USMC 
(1 August - 9 September) 

MAAG, E. R. LtOol USMC 
(10 September - 31 December) 
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MCELROY, T. R. Maj USMC 
(1-27 July) 

PIXTON, M. F. Capt USMC 
(28-31 July) 

CLINE, J. T. Maj USMC 
(1 August - 19 December) 

DITTO, J. H. Maj USMC 
(20-31 December) 

SERRATA, A. T. CWO USMC 
(1 July -31 December) 

POORE, R. T. Maj USMC 
(1-31 JUly) 

HOLLAND, K. D. Maj USMC 
(1 August - 31 December) 

DlGLlSA, Ii. M. Maj USMC 
(1 July - 11 September) 

BLACKINGTON, R. C. Maj USMC 
(12 September - 31 December) 

PRIDGEN, N. E. Maj USMC 
(3 September - 31 December) 

OTHER 
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PART II 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

1. During the reporting period, the average strength for Marine Aircraft 
Group 12 (Fwd) has been 82 officers and 765 enlisted. Personnel strength 
within Marine Aircraft Group 12 (Fwd) has declined steadily during the 
past six (6) months. However, liaison with higher headquarters concern­
ing personnel problems is continuing and the trend of personnel losses 
without sufficient replacements is expected to be arrested during January 
and February 1973. In spite of the large turnover in assigned personnel, 
mission accomplishment remains high and is expected to remain so if ade­
quate replacements are made available. 

Casual tie s during the reporting period are as follows: hostile: one 
KIA, one MIA, nine WIAs. Non-hostile: one DAI, fourteen INJ/ILL/INCAP. 
Seventeen personnel were medevac cases. 

During the reporting period there were 140 NJPs, 6 Summary courts~ar­
tial, 3 Special courts-martial, and 1 General courts-martial. 

Planning with the MACV R&R representative concerning out-of-country 
R&R got underway during December 1972. Many Marine Aircraft Group 12 (Fwd) 
Marines will become eligible for out-of-country R&R during January 1973. 
Initial planning indicated that confirmed R&R quotas for MAG-12 (Fwd) will 
become available after 15 January 1973. During November MAG-12 (Fwd) had 
stand-b,y out-of-country R&R quotas made available for the first time and 
a total of 29 were utilized. Ten Marines were sent on 7 day R&R combined 
wi th 7 day annual leave under the 7 plus 7 program offered by MACV. Seven 
Marines were granted 7 day R&R in Hawaii and twelve were granted 7 day R&R 
in Bangkok. During the report:ing period an additional 493 enlisted Marines 
were granted 3 day R&R. in Vung Tau and 529 were granted one day R&R in Vung 
Tau. 

2. MAG-12 (Fwd) 5-2 continued to receive, process, and report intelligence 
information to the Group. During the reporting period 9,470 flights were 
briefed on the enenw and friendly situation in MR II, nI, IV and Cambodia. 
The major units threatening Bien Hoa Airbase and necessitating most of the 
strikes in Bien Hoa Province were the 74B Artillery Bn, the 33rd NVA Infan­
try Regiment, and the 274th VC Regiment. Debriefing of combat missions re­
sulted in the folloving BOA: 

Descriptign 

KBA(C) 
KBA(P) 
Structures 
Sampans 
Forward Fighting Positions 
Bunkers 
Gun Po si tiona 
Mortar Positions 

4 

Destroyed 

1743 
116 

1387 
222 
945 

1535 
81 
31 

DECLASSIFIED 

Damaged 

736 
61 

293 
244 

27 
2 

SECRET 

ENCLOSURE (1) 



SECRET 

Description 

'IUnnels 
Tanks 
Trucks 
Bridges 
Secondary Explosion 
Secondary Fire s 
OPs 
Fire Bases 
51 Cal Position 
51 Cal Machinegun 
Trenches 
Roads cut 
Fighting Holes 
Storage Tanks 
Command Posts 
105mm Howitzers 
Communications Center 
Bulldozers 
Water Buffalo KBA 
Ferrye 
Iambrettas 
Tents 
Meters Trenchline 
l30mm Field Gun 
POWs captured 
Artillery Positions 
Stacks of Supplies 
Supply Caches 
Ammo Dumps 
Dams 
75mm Recoiless Rifle 
57mm Recoiless Rifle 
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9 

Destroyed 

97 
6 

16 
42-

1567 
59 
9 
1 

21 
2 

15 
5 

110 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

25 
1 
1 
4 

1570 
1 

1 
73 
72 
6 
1 
2 
2 

Dama,@d 

4 
2 

22 
51 

1 

5 

15 

3. Combat operations for MAG-12 (Fwd) contimed undiminished throughout 
the first half of the fiscal year. The scheduled combat sorties remained 
stabilized at 52 equating to a 1.62 sortie rate. Aircraft utilization 
over the reporting period has been 1.9 hours per aircraft per day with 
an average daily availability of 85%. The average squadron aviator has 
flown 35 sorties per month while the average Group aviator has maintained 
19 sorties per month. 

Anti-air activity has ranged from the intense .51 cal/23mm/37mm at 
Quan Loi airfield and around the An Loc area to the severe SA-7 threat 
present in the immediate western quadrant from Bien Hoa Airbase. Light 
to moderate ground fire has been encountered with decreas:ing frequency 
in M.R IV while AM in Cambodia and MR II has been erratic both in inci­
dent and intensity. Without a doubt MR III has been the hottest area in 
terms of frequency and severity of hostile reaction. September was the 
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worst month for enemy fire as MAG-12 (Fwd) suffered four aircraft hit in 
action around Quan Loi Airfield. Two pilots were forced to eject from 
their striken A4Es. lilt D. R. EISENBREY was rescued almost immediately 
while Oapt J. p. WALSH paraclmted into the heart of enemy held territory 
at Quan Loi and is still officially listed as MIA. (See MAG-12 (Fwd) Com­
mand Ohronology 1-30 September 1972) 

There were twelve attacks b,y fire during the period accounting for 
343 l22mm/107mm rockets fired at Bien Roa Airbase. Total damage to MAG-12 
(Fwd) was: one KIA, nine WIA.; six A4Es received light to moderate damage; 
H&MS ordnance destroyed, Group Oommander's HQ destroyed, several conex boxes 
destroyed; Operations office damaged, briefing room damaged, five M-35 trucks 
damaged, and the supply building/area damaged. A statistical breakdown of 
operations for the last six months follows: 

..l!lli !!ill §.§f .QQI 1!Q.Y .~ 

Hours: 1842 1991 1771 1907 1828 1893 
Sorties: 1499 1584 1476 1658 1564 1569 
Ordnance (tons): 2844 2040 1749 2595 2444 2137 
Availability: 84% 82% 82% 89% 89% 84% 
A/C Utilization: 1.8 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.9 1.9 

(hours per day/per A/O) 

AVERAGES TOTALS 

Hours: 1872 Hours: 11,232 
Sorties; 1559 
Ordnance (tons): 2135 Sorties: 9,350 
Availability: 85% 
A/C Utilization: 1.9 Ordnance (tons): 12,809 

4. There have been basically three sources of supply for MAG-12 (Fwd): 
standard Navy/Marine Corps channels, interservice supply agreements, and 
informal field acquisition. After establishing regular communication and 
transportation links, Nav,y furnished supplies have been forthcoming in a 
fairly constant flow. Marine Corps supply support was inadequate for a 
number of reasons: items not in stock, long delays in filling requisi­
tions, and lack of sufficient funds to satisf,y the demands made on the 
system. The situation was ameliorated to some degree by the execution of 
interservice support agreements with USAF and U. S. Army. These agreements 
have been invaluable in procuring sorely needed first, second, and third 
echelon repair parts for MABS vehicles and equipment not available else­
where. Through local sources, and at no expense to the Marine Corps, re­
sourceful MAG-12 (Fwd) supply men were able to obtain a variety of items 
that have contributed to the overall efficiency of the command, such as 
house trailers for 'Work spaces, typewriters, and copy machines to name a 
few. 
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~'--"~/Military Airlift Command provided and continues to provide logistical 
support flights for the Group. This transportation channel has been the 
primary means for delivery of supplies and personnel. It has also been 
the prime mode for retrograde of equipment in excess or in need of repair/ 
replacement. Experience has sho~ that the schedule of five flights weekly 
is normally sufficient provided the schedule is met. This has not always 
been the Case. During the period October through November, there "Were 
fourteen flights cancelled or that overflew the base. The majority of 
cancellations were due to mechanical failure. 

Embarkation plans for redeployment from Vietnam were completed and 
distributed to all interested commands. The plan is designed to be exe­
cuted by either air or surface lift or a combination of both. Metal conex 
boxes were obtained from the Long Binh disposal point and have been· pro­
vided to all units for mount-out. They have proven extremely useful in a 
secondary role b,y their adaptability as portable maintenance work shelters. 

During this time frame MAG-·12 (Fwd) assisted MAG-15 in acquiring various 
articles of equipment for the base in Thailand. Over 1000 metal frame 
bunks and mattresses along with wash sinks, fans, and air conditioners 
were shipped to Nam Phong. 

The scaling down of the U. S. military commitment and the concomitant 
turn over of certain base facilities and functions have had an impact on 
the Group. Withdrawal of the major portion of USAF medical specialists 
has imposed an increasing burden on the MAG-12 (Fwd) medical section. In 
addition to treating Marines, our corpsmen and doctors are also caring for 
USAF and U. S. Amy personnel as well as American and Vietnamese civilians. 

Base air terminal facilities and functions are now in the hands of 
VNAF and a civilian contractor using Vietnamese workers. This situation 
initially led to problems and delays in shipping and receiving but was 
overcome by personnel gaining the requisite experience. 

5. During this reporting period the Group maintained 95% trained person­
nel in the initial Human Relations training. MAG-12 (Fwd) has been 10a}b 
trained on two occasions but due to new personnel arriving it is a contin­
uing process. 

The orientation program for all newly arrived personnel continues to 
function well. Included is a brief by the Drug Exemption Officer, the 
Medical Section, Security Section, 8-3, and the Chaplain. The aim is to 
make every new member of the command feel welcome and an integral part of 
the team. 

The HUman Affairs Office also conducted seminars with different Marines 
in the command on a bi-weekly basis. These have proven beneficial and in­
formative. Since the beginning of this reporting period 20,38 personnel 
have participated in the 1tlorld Wide Urinalysis testing program with 89 be­
ing reported as confirmed users. Of these 49 were clinically confirmed 
and placed on the shop exemption program. Two Marines were medevaced to 
CONUS for drug detoxification. The easy accessibility of drugs at Bien 
Hoa continues to be a problem in rehabilitating individuals on the Drug 
Exemption program. 
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PART III 

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

2 July: MGen BROWN and party arrived 020500Z. Departed 021.340Z. 

4 July: First C-1LJ. flMARLOG" transited Bien Hoa. 

15 JUly: Group visited by ComFairWestPac and staff. RAdm MOORE, Captains 
BENSON, MOORE, LINDSEY and 1st MAW Su~p1y Officer, LtCo1 WAITE discussed 
MAG-12 (Fwd.) operations, maintenance/supp1y/GSE matters. Arrived 151210 
local and departed 151431. 

17 July: COMUSMACV and party visited MAG-12 (Fwd). Gen WEYAND arrived 
1300H, was briefed by Group Commander on Air Group operations, toured 
flight line and addressed officers and men. Departed 1.345H. 

26 July: MGen FEGAN arrived and was briefed by Group Commander. Inspected 
security and RON. 

27 July: MGen FEGAN and party departed 0645H. First MAW Band arrived and 
presented two excellent performances in consolidated mess. RON. 

1 August: Between 0520H and 0540H Bien Hoa received a total of 101 rounds 
of 122mm rookets, 86 of which impacted the airbase. MAG-12 (Fwd) casual­
ties were 1 KIA, 6WIA, three airoraft sustained minor shrapnel damage. 
IMA Ordnance work center and Col MACHO's headquarters were destroyed. 
Flight operations were delayed 1 plus 40 due to runway closed for FOD/cra­
tering. 

6 August: 
ity kill). 

Significant BDA this date: 4 tanks destroyed, 1 damaged (mobil­
LtGen METZGER and aide arrived 052040H. Departed 060915H. 

9 August: MGen BROWN and party arrived 081200Z. Departed 091630Z. 

14 August: Mission 118885 (VMA-211) lead aircraft took .51 cal hit in wing 
fuel cell. Aircraft jettisoned all stores and made safe landing at B:inh 
T:tru.y VNAF AB. 

15 August: VMA-211 aircraft with battle damage recovered from Binh Thuy 
at 0800Z. 

17 August: VAdm TALLEY, RAdm PRICE, RAdm OBERG escorted by 001 FLEMING 
visited MAG-12 (Fwd) this date. Briefed by Col MACHO on operations and 
took tour of flight line. 

20 August: Mission #F124 (VMA-311) lead aircraft took two .51 cal in­
cendiary rounds in left intake. Aircraft recovered at Bien Hoa 0510Z. 
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29 August: VMA-311 flew its 50,000 combat sortie in RVN this date. 
VMA-211 two sorties diverted to Ubon AB due to weather at homeplate. 

31 August: Between 0555H and 0600H Bien BOa Air Base received 61 rounds 
of 122mm rockets. No significant damage to MAG-12 (Fwd) facilities. 
Three VMA-211 aircraft sustained shrapnel damage. Two aircraft minor, one 
aircraft estimated 375 man hours to repair. Flight operations delayed due 
to FOD/cratering of runways and taxiways. First launch airborne 091OH, 
vice 0730H. All 52 sorties fragged were flown. 

2 September: One A4E aircraft (VMA-211) lost as a result of direct enemy 
action in vicinity of XT812899 at 020955Z. Pilot ejected and was rescued 
by helo 021045Z, RTB uninjured. Wingman diverted to Tan Son Nhut due to 
weather at Bien Hoa. 

6 September: BGen TAYLOR arrived Bien Hoa 1330H. Briefed by Group Com­
mander and Staff. Toured MAG-I? (Fwd) facilities, departed 1630H. 

7 September: One aircraft damaged (VMA-211). A4E took .51 cal hit which 
passed through drop tank and penetrated wing fuel cell. Recovered at 
Bien Hoa D7l535H. 

10 September: At 0155H a major portion of the WAF ordnance dump exploded. 
Exact cause of the explosion remains unknown. Suspect ammo handling ac­
cident or sapper/sabotage. Damage to MAG-1? (Fwd) facility light. Over­
pressure and flying debris caused minor damage, mostly to living quarters. 
Flight operations were delayed 40 minutes due to FOD on runways and taxi­
ways. USMC casualties: 4 wounded, treated and returned to duty. ' 

17 September: One A4E (VMA-311) received small cal hit through emergency 
generator panel. Recovered at Bien Hoa l70125H. Eighteen sorties can­
celled by 7th AF due to target weather. 

24 September: One A4E received battle damage when it was hit in port 
wheel well by 23mm HE! round. Recovered at Bien Hoa ?41620H. 

LtGen WILSON, CG, FMFPac arrived Bien Hoa a315H. Briefed by Group 
Commander and Staff. Toured MAG-l? (Fwd) facUities, departed l400H. 

26 September: One pilot MIA and one A4E lost as a result of direct en­
emy action. Captain J. P. WALSH ejected after his aircraft was struck 
Qy enemy fire on pull-off from target attack vicinity Quan loi airfield. 
Capt WALSH was observed to land in heavy foliage in a rubber plantation. 
His parachute was visible by the FAC for approximately 20 minutes after 
which it disappeared. Neither radio nor visual contact was established 
by the FAC or rescue aircraft. Recovery team helos were driven from the 
area by ground fire. S!R effort discontinued due to darkness and the un­
certainty of downed pilot's position. 
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27 September: Gen ANDERSON, Assistant CMC, arrived Bien Hoa 1320H. 
Briefed by Col MACHO and Staff and toured MAG-12 (Fwd) facilities. De­
parted 1 545H. 

01-31 October: Due to intelligence reports of high probability of ABF and 
sapper attack MAG-12 (Fwd) deployed two thirty man reaction platoons in the 
flight line and cantonment area for increased sapper detection. These 
platoons were drawn from H&MS and MABS and remained deployed each night 
from dusk to dawn throughout the month. 

l? October: MGen BROWN, CG 1 st MAW, and his staff arrived Bien Hoa 
171200H. Briefed by Col MACHO and toured MAG-12 (Fwd) facilities. 
Departed 171700H. 

19 October: Damage to one A4E. Pilot experienced electrical failure 
followed by fuel flow guage explod:ing in his face. Made immediate 
landing Bien Hoa with eight unexpended MK82 LDGP bombs. Cleared run­
w.ay with hot brakes which ignited fuel flowing from dump inadvertantly 
left on. Pilot received minor bums to hand and face. ME received 
CHARLIE damage. 

21 Qctober: One A4E received minor battle damage when struck by single 
small arms round in port aileron. Aircraft recovered at Bien Hoa. 

22 Qctober: Between 0500H and 0520H Bien Hoa AB received sixty-one 
rounds of 122mm and 107mm rockets. USMC casualties: 1 WIA. No signi­
ficant damage to MAG-12 (Fwd) facilities and flight operations were 
routine with full fifty-two fragged sorties flown. 

01-11 Noyember: Due to intelligence reports of high probability of 
attack by fire and/or sapper attack, MAG-12 (Fwd) continued to deploy two 
thirty man reaction platoons in the flight line and cantonment area for 
increased sapper detection. These platoons were drawn from H&MS and MABS 
and remained deployed each night from dawn to dusk until the 11th of the 
month. 

9 Noyember: Hellbome 04-1 (MSN #WOO?), VMA-211, aborted takeoff due to 
a blown tire, experienced control difficulty and ejected prior to 
departing runway. Pilot was uninjured. Aircraft rolled approx 300 I 
down slight embankment, exploded, and burned for strike damage (See 
VMA-211 AAR 4-?3A; ME 151191; 9 Nov 1972, pilot KEMPER). 

M.Gen BROWN, CG 1st MAW, and staff, enroute to Nam Phong visited 
briefly with the Group Commander. 

10, 11 November: All officers and men of MAG-12 toasted the Marine 
Corps Birthday at four traditional celebrations. On alternate days 
each squadron scheduled 32 and 20 sorties respectively enabling all 
hands to participate in the festivities. CG Task Force Delta attended 
as guest of honor. Visiting dignitaries included BGen TINH, and Col 
CHlEU of the Vietnamese Air Force. 
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12 November: At 0300H and again at 05l5H Bien Hoa Air Base received 
fifty-five rounds of l22mm rockets. MAG-12 (Fwd) sustamed no casual­
ties or aircraft damage. One rocket scored a direct hit on the storage 
area behind Group Headquarters resulting m loss of pamt, tires, tire 
tubes, and heavy damage to one MMF. Flight operations were delayed one 
hour due to runway cratering and FOD. 

24 November: VAdm HOLLOWAY, OomSeventhFlt, arrived Bien Hoa at 2.4l0l5H, 
was briefed by the Group Commander and his staff, and toured MAG-12 (Fwd) 
facilities. He departed at 241145H. 

26 November: LtGen METZGER, CG III MAF, arrived Bien Hoa at l415H. 
Briefed by 001 MACHO and staff and toured Group area. Departed at 1600H. 

29 Noyember: EGan TAYLOR, CG Task Force Delta, arrived Bien Hoa 1000H, 
visited with Group Commander, and departed at l200H. 

1 December: At OllOH Bien Hoa Air Base received 17 rOWlds of 122mm rock­
ets, one of which impacted the USMC supply area and caused light damage. 
There -were no casualties and flight operations were routme. 

4 December: At 0420H Bien Hoa Air Base received eight rounds of 122mm 
rockets. MAG-12 (Fwd) sustained no casual ties or aircraft damaged. Flight 
operations -were not affected. 

9 December: At l445H, Capt G. L. EISERT completed the 10,OOoth combat 
sortie flown by MAG-12 (Fwd) during the present deployment at Bien Hoa, 
RVN. 

12 December: MajGen BROWN, CG 1st MAW, visited MAG-12 (Fwd) from l040H 
to l6l5H. Tour included luncheon with Chief of Staff, VNAF, and a brief 
by CG, TRAC, USA. 

15 December: At .0100H and 041CH Bien Hoa AB received 17 rounds of 122mm. 
rockets. MAG-12 (Fwd) sustained no injuries or major damage to facili­
ties. Flight operations were normal. 

16 December: At O1l5H, 0320H, and again at WI0H Bien Hoa AB received 
23 rounds of mixed 122 and l07mm rockets marking the first instance dur­
ing the present deployment that there have been three attacks by fire in 
a twelve hour period. There was no damage to MAG-12 (Fwd) personnel, 
facilities or equipment. Flight operations were delayed forty minutes 
due to FOD. 

22 December: BGen TAYLOR, Ass't Wing Oommander, FMA.W, arrived Bien Hoa 
AB at l145H. During his visit he toured squadron workmg areas extend­
ing holiday greetings to all MAG-12 (Fwd) Marines. EGan TAYLOR departed 
at 1445H. 
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24 December: 275 MAG-12 (Fwd) Marines were transported from Bien Hoa to 
Tan Son Nhut by Marine 6 x 6 vehicles where they saw the Bob Hope Show. 

25 December: MAG-12 (Fwd) stood dow from combat operations for twenty­
four hours in observation of the Christmas truce. 
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PART IV 

SUPPORT ING DOCUMENT.S 

1. MAG-12 (Fwd) Command Chronologies July through December 1972 forwarded 
monthly to Commandant of the Marine Corps (Code HD). 

Tab /.\:: i'JeHs Release, ,;'001 for 19 E?y 72 -------[See attc:ched list] 
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Tab A-----------------------:'TE';'S R;~n::.~ES.::------------------by d6.te line 

1. [Hissions in Support of 5VN Forces], 22 ;'''ay 72 

2. [8th 80S conducts Itfamiliarization hops"], 22 lViey 72 

4. Sr~RIOm CORK, I'l/D (release 418) 

5. M.ti:UNITION ,!\R;L~ JESTRClYED, 1 Jun 72. 

6 '''~T)TNl'<'' '-D OR'"''-"j'''<::' [ f .~ <: 'T n h ] 2 J 72 • I';" •. , .••• :.", 1..,1 ;;;u u'~.. 0 .\.1:. • .;;.; vrp anage, un 

7. BKl!JGE DEt.TRC\:ED, 22 jun 72 

8. RED TAI~!(~ D:C:~TRGYi;D, 13 Jun 72 

9. STURS i\HD ~'I'Rli~Eb [on Bomb], 14, Jun 72 

10. AVICiHCS El.ECTRICI1~"J ~ 23 Jun 72 

11. Or\DNL~NCE I1t.N, 26 Jun 72 

It. C).'.i)!!iJ:C£ CR..:.~,: ;P,;-lBER, 27 Jun 72 

13. GROm TUill ~IlO1:' , 1 Jul 72 

14. bEOr TPLK, 6 Jul 72 

15. 100 EELNY "KILLS II, 15 Jul 72 

16. I,OOOth SORTIE, 10 Jul 72 

17. GE1:ER1:.L CEt,T, 24 Ju1 72 

18. GUn gO~ IT ION O~tTROYED, 7 i.ug 72 

19. E~lEHY eOHNLND POtT, 7 t'ug 72 

20. NGUYEN-t·1H:I-I DUONG OR12Bi~J"U:,GE, 13 j,ug 72 

22. 50,OOOth CDt-iliAT SORTIE, 30 .Aug 72 

23. 300th emmAT SORTIE, 30 .!\ug, 72 

25. 1''::.RIl>!I:S SUI?I.'OIlT OK2}Jt.Nl .. GES, 2 r-:ov 72 

( Con t inued ) 
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26. 10,OOOth Combat LURTIE, 11 .Jec 72 

27. l:a.cific :;'tars and ~tripes, 3 l~ug 72 [Incomplete articles _"AB :2ayday: 
~eds Cesh in 1

' end P.ed ~hells Hit Lien Eoa"] 

28 0 Richmond l\n.;rs leader, p 32, 15 Aug 72 ["l.ir Merines Go to '('far 1,gain li
] 

29. The ~'Jashinbton Post, 1 :Jet 72 [IlFor Narine j:,innen ',lar is Still Very Real l1
] 

30. l'acific Stsn & ttripes, 30 Hov 72 [1I;'arines f.till ih Action in 
Vietnam1s ~ir ~ar"] 
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HEADQUARTERS 
t{ARlNE AIRCRAFT GROUP-12 

FPO 96602 

FOR ,.IMMEDIATE "RELEA,SE 22 UAY, 1972 
RELEASE NO. 001 

BIEN I1OAAmBAsE, Viet~am,May 19 - Marine A4-E tlSkyhawks" 

arrivoo at BienHo~ Air .Base, ~6ut,h Vietnam and within hours 

flew close air support missions in, support of South Vietnamese 

.forces· ... 

Piloting the first strike was Ltc61. KeVin H. Johnston 

(Indianapolis, Ind.), and Naj. Sid Snedeker (H'onolulu, Hawaii), 

both with t1arine .Attack Squadron-;311 (VHA-311) , Marine Aircraft 

Group;-12 (~:lAa:.-12)-. TheL€,l!lthernecks" mission \-laS in support 

of South Vietnamese troops engaged with enemy forces 6.5 miles 

southwest of Bien Hoa. 

Johnston., squadron commander Of the I1Tom CaV' squadron 

sa1d, lithe flight was pr~tty standard. The ron-lard Air Con­

troller flying oyernead expla:i.ned'exactly whnt was ~oing on in 

the tnrget areo.. Along with us on the flight were two USAF 

A-37 IlDragonflies ll • As soon as the A-37s completed their 

drops my wingman and I laced the target area with 500 pound 

bombs. II 

Total number of sorties flown during the first day of 

operations indude four by Vt1A-311 and on equal number by 

VtfA-211 comrnondetl by LtCol. Willis E. Wilson (r,fission Viejo, 

CD.1if.) • 

Comrnonding HAG-12 is Colonel De::m C. ~f[).cho. 

-usmc-
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SKYHAWKS RETURN 
Two:'bomb-Iaden A-4 Sky hawks of Marine Attack 
Squadron-311 Marine Aricraft Group-12, 1st Marine Air­
craft Wing, fly towards enemy positions south of Bien 
Roa. Nicknamed the "Tom Cat" squadron, VMA-311 
~ecently returned to Vietnam and is presently based in , 

Bien Roa, north of Saigon, Within hours after arriving 
in Vietnam, the Tom Catters along with VMA-211 began 

Jlying their specialty, close'air support missions. 
(Photo by Capt. Joe Collins) 
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Mru-lne G Slkyhawks ~ smash 
two NV A' tanJl{s at Anloc' 

BIEN HOA AIR BASE 
Vi~tnam, - Through drizzling 
ram and overcast skies two 
Marine pilots, flying' A-4 
Skyhawks, recorded their first 
CQmmunist "tank kills" one 

'- '11ile south of embattled An Loc. 

_ C~edited with destroying the 
Red tan~ \ye~·(llstLt. Sebastien 
V .. MasslJmm (Harahan La) 
fl~l1!g Jead ship lind' Ca' t' 
Wilham C. Peters (MidUlp.to:n· 
R. 1.) i~ the wingman slot, l>Qtli 
of M.anne.Attack Squadron 311, 

, Mar~ne J\!.rcraft Group 12; 1st 
Manne' Aircraft Wing. 
Ev~n .. though this was 

MasslImmand Peters first 

combat mission together it is 
not their first duty together. In 
1968,. when Massimini was a 
c~mdldate for Officers Can­
didate School, Quantico, Va., 
Peters served as his platoon 
commander. They did not see 
ea.ch other again until earlier 
thl~ year when both were 
assigned to the 1st MAW. 

The Forward Air Controller . 
(F AC) for the mission advised 
~hat he spotted two enemy tanks 
I~, an open area. with 
fnendly forces approximately 
1,000 meters to the south of the 

targets. 
"The clouds seemed to cover 

everything, until we descended 
low enough and a small patch of 
open ground was visible. The 
tanks were parked to one side of -
a wooded area like "sitting 
ducks'," said Massimini 

"Each of us made tw~ runs 
with bombs, and after the first 
pass we could see one of the 
tanks burning. After the bomb 
runs we made a final pass firing 
"Zuni" rockets, It was after our 
final pass that the clouds 
seemed to engulf the target site 
making it impossible for us t~ 
observe final results on the 
tanks," add Peters. 
. However, later assessment, 
credited the Leathernecks with; 
destroying two Communist· w/A_ fI 
tanks. 

BIEN HOA AIR BASE - Marine.A4-E "'Skyhawks" arrived at 
Bien Hoa Air Base, South Vietnam and within hours flew close 
air support missions in support of South Vietnamese forces, 

Piloting the first strike was ltC 01 Kevin M. Johnston 

(Indianapolis, Ind.), and Maj Sid Snedeker (Honolulu, Hawaii), 
both with Marine Attack Squadron-311 (VMA-31l), Marine 
Aircraft Group-12 (MAG-12). The Leathernecks' mission was in 
support of South Vietnamese troops engaged with enemy forces 
65 miles southwest of Bien Hoa. 

LtC 01 Johnston, squadron commander of the "Tom Cat" 
squadron said, "the flight was pretty standard. The Forward Air. 
Controller flying overhead explained exactly what was going on 
in the target area. Along with us on the Hight were two USAF 
A-37 "Dragonflies." As soon as the A-37s completed their drops 

, my wingman and I laced the target area with 500 pound 

, bombs." 

DECLASSIFIED 



, 
, . 
,f. 
I • 

• T, e· 
I 

FOR IMHEDIATE RELEASE 

DECLASSIFIED 

HEADQUARTERS 
l;lI'ffiINE AIRCRAFT GROUP-12 

FPO 96602 

25 W.Y 1972 
RELEASE NO. 002 

BIEN HOA AUt BASE, Vietnam. Mc.y 22 - For the first time at 
O~e~~+it:lAJS 

Bien Hen Air Bnsa, Air Force pilots of the Sth Speciru. ()Pee~ge 

Squadron (8th SOS) nre tnkine ~1arine pilots of Marine Aircraft 

Group-l2 (Wl.G-12) on "fruniliorizntion hops!? in South Vietnam. 

This IIfnrnilim-izntion hop" or orientation program came nbout 

with ~~G-l2s errivnl c.t Bien Hoa Air Base and re-entry into Viet­

ncm lost woek. The type of uircroft used is the Air Force A-37 

"Dragonfly!! , n ti-Jo-seat lightweight fighter-bomber. The A-37 was 

chosen becnuse it is the most compatnb1e to the r1nrine A4-E "Sky_ 

hawk", used by HAG-l2 in Vietnam. 

Before ec.ch flight the Murine pilots ere briefed on rules of 

ene;o.gement, tnctics, whnt to expect concerning enemy ground fire, 

DJ1d nnything else concerning the tnrget area. 

On orientation missions two Marine ld.-Es nnd two Air Force 

A-37s go out together. Air Force pilots fly the 1I.-37s with a 

Hc.rine pilot in their right se.::tt nnd the A4-Es, 0. single-sect 

nircrnft, piloted by Lenthernecks. 

The Forword Air,Control (FAC) provides pilots instructions ns 

to exactly what tnrget crGn is to be hit and enemy nctivity within 

the tcrcet nrca. r1nrincs in the A-37s right seat listen to the 

Fj~Cs instructions ruld observe the Jl-37 pilot's reactions. 

During n recent flight ground fire wo.s received by Dl1 A-37 , 

which resulted in Q minor injury to the pilot, Air Force 1st Lt. 

Kenneth L. Greene (Middletmm, Ohio). 

Flying with GreenE! was rIc-rine'lst Lt. Mike Higgins (Charlotte, 

N.C.), VI4A-311, who was on his first combat mission. 

Greene, describinG the Qction, said, "We had just let do,'lll 

for our first Po.ss when n smnll nrms round smo.shed the instrument 

panel in front of me. It came through the front, end of the craft 

and shnttered a plastic box in the cockpit with c piece catching 

me just below the eye. I wes sort of scared and must have let 

up on the throttle for an instnnt becnuse I found that we w$re 

- more -
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4IIr 400 feet lower than we should be, so I immediately gained altitude 

and radioed the leader that we had taken a round. II 

Observing from the right seat, Marine Higgins added, "I 

could hear the round slap into the aircraft, but I didn't know 

where it was. I looked over at Lt. Greene and saw a small trickle 

of blood just below his left eye. At this time I wasn't sure 

just how badly he was hit, but he continued to fly the bird with 

no problem, so I assumed it was only a minor cut and notbing else. 

When everything was under control again I saw that the bullet had 

lodged behind the seat." 

Although this was Higgins' first combat mission, this mis­

fortune did not dampen his spirits. Less than 24-hours later, 

Higgins 1 piloting his A4-E "Skyhawk", flew his first solo combat 

mission. 

-USMC-
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BmN HOA AJR BASE, Vietnam, May 25 -- Three Marine A4~ "S~hawk9t1 of 

\....4'.''''''' Marine Attack Squadron~(~IA-311), I1arine Aircraft Group-12 (tHG-12~, 

teamed up and blasted enemy positions 60 miles southewest of here destroying 

1 5 fortified structures, damaging five others and killing 20 North Vietnamese 

defenders. 

Leading the 3-ship night was Capt. Bruce Cheever (Tuson, Ariz.) with 

Capt. Conrad H. Cadman (Orchard Park, N.Y.) and IstLt. Charles F. Spietsma 

(Tampa, Fla.' serving as wingmen, 

Sprietsma, on his first solo combat mission, described initial contact with 

the target area and said, itA Vietnamese Forward Air Control (FAC, described 

the target as being NVA structures located on one side of a canal, with 

"friendlies" on the opposite side. As we descended over the target we could 

see the small enemy huts." 

ItAlthough we could not see enemy ground fire, the FAC radioed that there 

was .50 cal machine-gun fire coming from the target area. Since I was 

carrying rockets, it 'Was my job to surpress this fire, so I made a fel-J passes 

" rippling the area with rockets," added flight leader Cheever. 

Cadman, also on his first solo mission, commented that,nAAfter the forl'JSrd 

observer described the target area and exactly Where to strike, it was easy. 

The small structures were spread do'Wll the canal e.nd we just walked the line 

e with our banbs. II 

VMA-311 is commanded by LtCol. Kevin M. Johnston. 

-uernc-
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elooe air support mission to Kien long, i{ien Cang rrovinee, 120 miles south 

of Bion Hoa, to destroy three ammunition ~~rehouses 3nd silence a .50 calibor 

(',Un position. 

Pilotinr. the lead jet t-:1.5 Capt. Cordon J.. Eisert (lou isville, t\y.), lJith 

Capt. Judson n. Hilton Jr. (St. F!ml, Ib~inn.), flying in tho winr:rn!ln slot. Both 

of f.'iarine I\ttMk Gouaclron-211, !1arino rdrcraft Group-12, lGt I~arine Aircr~\ft t·'ing. 

The hro-ship flirht flew south into r.1ilitary fier,ion IV \~nere they jo1oeo1 up 

t-Jith t·he fonnrd observer (Ff\C), l'mO led the ~~BI':inos to a knO\'Jl1 enemy tn'_rnunition 

storne,o area. 

Eisert. in tho lead plane, made tho first r.ass on throe structures located 

near a canal and spotted enemy troops running for cover. 

"I didn't knou ow,ctly "ret to think," said Eisert. 

!lilton Il(:ded, II Irr_'liodbtely after Cordy shouted at me, tho FAC directed r.Je 

to drop my boobs just about tho s~e place Gordy had droppeQ his oxcept a little 

to the left ,-lhore an enemy (';Un 11'13.6 pourine fire at Gordy. I couldn't actuaJ.ly 

800 the pm position, but I thourht ! saw muzzle flashes so thats where I 

aimed my bombs." 

:·~ith the memmcing gun out of the t~ay tho Leathernecks directed their 

efforts to~~rd8 tho ~munition storage area. 

liOn our second FaRs L-ordy k'E!nt in first Fettinc one secondary explosion. I 

lTl"l.do the final f:lSS and pickled the target resulting in ttr.'O ar]ditional second'l.ry 

explosions," declared f!:!.lton. 

The r.'f,C crecUteci the j·1'lrlnes ,:nth deotroying oomunition supplieo J one .50 

cn.:!.iber {"Un. rosition ,"1."1(\ throe dofendors killed. 

-usr~c-
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From Vietnam 

e , ; 
,~ uV\a ~~ ~,e~ OUlCce COJg)COJ ~ ru C(OJ ~[()r' (Q)Q.JJ¥, trOJ~~$ 

, ' 

of gu-ourud suppou-~ ad$g dvkadiorus 

AMMUNITION AREA 
DESTROYED 

BIEN HOA AIR BASE, 
Vietnam, June 1 (Delayed) -
Two Marine A·4E "Sky hawks" 

'flew a close air support mission 
to Kien Long, Kien Gang 

. Province, 120 miles south of 
, Bien Hoa, to des tory three am· 
, munition warehouses and si· 

lence a ,50 caliber gun position. 
Piloting the lead jet was 

Capt. Gordon L Eisert, with 
Capt .• Judson D. Hillton Jr., 
flying in the wingman slot. 
Both of Marine Attack Squad· 
ron-211, Marine Aircraft 
Group·12, 1st Marine Aircraft 
Wing: 

The two.ship flight flew 
south into Military Region IV 
where they joined up with the 
forward observer (FAC), who 
led the Marines to a known 

'en'e!-f,~" ,ammunition storage 
, area. " ' , 

, Eis~r't;in the lead plane, 

by CPL. RICK . ALEXANDER 

made the first p~ss 'on three 
structures located near a canal 
'and spotted enemy troops run· 
ning for cover. 

"I didn't know exactly what 
to think," said Eiser,t. 

Hilton added, "Immediately 
after Gord y shouted at me, the 
FAt directed me to drop my 
bombs iust about the same 
place Gordy had dropped his 
except a little to the left where 
an enemy gun was pouring fire 
at Gordy. I couldn't actually 
see the gun position, but I 
thought I saw muzzle flashes 
so that's where I aimed my 
bombs." 

With the menecing gun out 
of the way the Leathernecks 
directed their efforts towards 
the ammunition storage area. 

"On our second pass Gordy 
went in first getting one sec­
ondary explosion. I made tl:ie 
final pass and pickled the tar­
get resulting in two additional 

.... 

secondary explosions," declar­
ed Hilton. 

The FAC credited the 
Marines with destroying am­
munition supplies. one .50 cali· 
ber gun position afid three de· 
fenders killed. 

MARINES AID ORPHANS 

BIEN HOA AIR BASE, 
Vietnam, June 2 (Delayed) -

. What's camoulflage green. and 
brings smiles from more than 
100 orphans near Bien Hoa Air 

, Base. 

Well if you guessed the Jolly 
Green Giant you're w~ong, but 
if you guessed Marines sta· 
tioned at Bien Hoa Air Base, 
South Vietnam, of Marine Air· 

! craft Group-12, 1st Marine 
Aircraft Wing, you're abso· 
lu tel y correct. 

The Leathernecks first dis· 
covered the' orphanage 
through the group's chaplain, 

, Navy LCdr. Thomas W. Kuhn. 

Roman Catholic Sisters 

DECLASSIFIED 

opened Ke·Sat Orphanage in 
Ho- Nai Province. 7 miles from 
Bien Hoa in 1960. and today 
care for 113 homeless waifs 
ranging in age from newly born 
to 16·year·old. 

Originally a project of the 
USAF, the orphanage, has 
been somewhat misplaced due 
to the near stand down of the 
base a few months ago . .Air 
Force personnel still visit the 
orphans at least once a week, 
and do what they can for the 
children, 

The Maril\es, who have' reo 
cently "adopted" the orphan- , 
,age, plan to make daily visits 
for as long as possible. On each 
visit, candy, cookies, sodas and 
donated articles have been de· 
livered, • 

At present the Leatherneck; 
are renovating, sleeping 
quarters, repairing worn·out 
screen'ing, and bringing to life 

,an old generator which will 
provide additional electricity. 

~. .. 
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Release No. 009 
By: Cpl. Rick Alexander 
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BrEW HOA AIR BASE, Vietnam, June 2 -- rlliat's camoulflage green, and 

brings smiles from more tha~100 orphans near Bien Hoa Air Base? 

Vell if you guessed the Jolly Green Giant your wrong, but if you guessed 

~arines stationed at Bien Hoa Air Base, South Vietnam, of Marine Aircraft 

Group-12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, your absolutely correct. 

The Leathernecks lirst discovered the orphanage through the group's 

chaplain, Navy LCdr. Thomas IT. Kuhn (Tiffin, Ohio). 

Roman Catholic Sisters opened Ke-8at Orphanage in Ho-Nai Province, 

7 miles from Bien Hoa in 1960, and today care for 113 homeless "lairs 

ranging in age from newly born to 16-years-old. 

Originally a project of the USAF, the orphanage, has been some'trmat 

misplaced due to the near stand dO'trm of the base a few months ago. Air Force 

personnel still visit the orphans at least once a ~ek, and do what they can 

for the children. 

The Marines, who have recently "adopted" the orphanage, plan to make 

daily visits for as long as possible. On each visit, candy, cookies, sodas 

and donated articles have been delivered. 

At present the Leathernecks are renovating sleeping quarters, repairing 

'trrorn-out screening, and bringing to life an old generator which will provide 

additional electricity. 

-usmc-
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MAKING FRIENDS ~ Marine Cpt Donald R. Carroll (Park City, Kentucky) shares a can of 
pop with a young Vietnamese girl from Ke-Sat orphanage, seven miles from Bein Hoa Air 
Base. Carroll, a mechanic with Headquarters and Maintenance Squardon-14Marine Aircraft 

".' ., Group-l 2, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, 'visits the orphanage during his spare time and brings a 
l' little cheer to the more than} 00 children cared for at K e-Sat. (USMC Photo by Capt Joe 

Collins USMCR) 
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By C~iRiek Alexander 
BIEN HOA AIR BASE 

Wha t's c.1i110ulf1age green, and 
bri.gs sm,;es from more than 
1Gv orphans near Bien Ho~. ~,' 

B •. se? 
Well if you guessed" ,; , 'j 

Green G ~nt you're WfVlli-' "eli 

if 'you guessed Marines 
st;tioned at Bien Hoa Air Base, 

, South Vietnam, of Marine 
Aircraft Group-12, 1st Marine 

'Airer.aft Wing, YO\J're 
absolutely C0,f~ct. 

The Leathernecks first 
discovered' the ;:;rphar.agc 
thro'ugh the group's chaplain, 
NavY LCdr. ThOlms W. Kuhn 
t;:Uin, Ohio). 

:ZO[,1a~i Catho;ic Sisters 
ot='''~i~d X~·Sat O,phanage in 
t-.o,~,:::; • ,;wince, 7 miles from 
'Bien ho~ in 1960, ~~;}d today 
ca'r'c ;0:' : 13 'homc.css waifs 
:ranging L age fron~ ,1ewly born 
:(Q '1/6·years-old_ 
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;J;iginally a project of the 
L~ Alr Force, the orphange 
',1:'$ 1.:en somewhat misplaced 
dt...: .0 lhe Hear stand down of 
t11~ o"se a few months ago. Air 
Force personnel still visit the 
orphans at least once a week 
and do what they can for the 
'children: .; 

The Marines, who have 
recently "adopted" the 
Ol:phanage, plan to make daily 
vishs for as Ion:.; .3 possible, 
Cd ""C:1 visit, canL.y, cookies, 
,~'" '. .,', donated ~ ".:;les have 
';'l . .yc;ed. 

. '.;;:<11 the L _ hernecb 
.. ~ ".iovating , .. eepin), 
.: l,;. _~~'s, repairing ,""orn·o\.. 
s'c,ecning, and bringmg to Hie 
ar; 0l~, g~nerator which wi!. 
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R~D TANKS DRSTROYED 
Release No. 0.;1$ 

By: Cpl. Alexander 
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BIEN HOA AIR BASE, Vietnam, June 13 -- Through drizzling rain and 

overcast skies, two Marine pilots, ooe onee the piatoon cOllUnatlaOr for the 

o~ at Offieer 5 CalIdidate 3clt~1, flying /\.-4 Skyhawks recorded their first 

~ Communist fltank killsll one mile south of embattled An Loc. 

Credited with destroying the Red tanks were lstLt. Sebastien V. Massimini 

(Harahan, I4a.), flying lead ship and Capt. William C. Peters (Middletown, R. I.) 

in the vringman slot~both of Marine Attack Squadron-311, Harine Aircraft Gr oup-12, 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing. 

EVen though ~ this was Massimini ar;d Peters first combat mission 

together, it is not their first duty together. Im} 1968, when r'lassimini was a 

candidate for Officers Candidate School ~ Quantico, Va., feters served as his 

platoon comm!1.nder. They did not see each other again until earlier this year 

"men both were assigned to the 1st MA\'J. .......5Ptf176D / 
The For~rd Air Controller (FAC) for the mission advised that ~wo 

enemy tanks in an open area, with freindly forces approximately 1,000 meters 

to the south of the t!1.rgets. 

liThe clouds seemed to iii' cover everything, until we descended 101'1 ~gh 
and a IX small ratch of open ground 1.\I3:S visible. The tanks were p:1.rked to one 

side of a wooded area like 'sitting ducks','· said Massimini. 

"Each of us made two runs w~ bombs, and after the first pass we could 

see one of the tanks burning. After the bomb runs we made a final pass firing 

"~uni" rockets. It was after our final pass that the clouds seemed" to engulf 

the tl-l.rget site, m'lking it impossible for us to observe final results on the 

tanks," added Peters. 

-more-
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~ ~"k-" "" ~ ~ 
credited the with destroying two Communist tanks. 

This" tank destruction flight marked Massimini I s 20th combat mission 

earning him his first Air Med~l. Peters was flyingi his 25th mission. 
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DECLASSIFIED 



CAPTION FOR ART 
Release No. 023 

DECLASSIFIED 

BIEN HOA AJR BASE, Vietnam, June 18 

FIRST TANKS DESTROYED -- lstLt. Sebastien V. PJIassimini (Harahan, La.), 

(left), and Capt. t'!illiam C. Peters (Middletown, R. I. " A4-pilots of 

Marine Attack Squadran-311, Marine Aircraft Group-12, 1st Marine Aircraft 

i-ling, paint a tank silouette on an A-4 Skyhawk. The Leathernecks were 

~It'edited with destroying bro Communist tanks one mile south of An Lac. 

vtcfA-311 is one of t"ro t~arine A-4 Squadrons serving at Bien Haa Air Base, 

South Vietnam. 

(OFFIe IAL U.S. P,IARI'IJE CORPS PHOTO BY CAPT. JOE COLLINS USMCR) 
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FIRST TANKS DESTROYED - Lt Sabastien V. 
Massimin (Harahan, La.), (left), and Capt William C. Peters 
(Middletown, R.I.), A4 pilots of Marine Attack Squadron 
311, Marine Aircraft Group 12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, 
paint a tank silhouette C(n an A-4 Skyhawk: The 
Leathernecks were credited with destroying two 
CommW1ist tanks one mile south of An Loc. VMA-33 is 

..,.one of two Marine A-4 squadrons serving at Bien lIoa Air 
Base, South Vietnam, (USMC Photo by Capt Joe Collins 
USMCR)· ' 

BIEN HOA AIR aASE - Through drizzling rain and overcast 
skies, two Marine .pilots flying A-4 Skyhawks, recorded their 
first Cqmmunist "tank kills" one mile south of embattled An 
Loc. 

Credited with destroying the Red tanks were 1 Lt Sebastien 
I V" Massimini (Harahan, La.),.fiying iead ship and Capt William 

C. Peters (Middletown, R.I.) in the wingman slot both of 
Marine Attack Squadron 311, Marine Aircraft Grou'p 12, 1st 
Marine Aircraft Wing. 

Even though this was Massimini and Peters first combat 
mission together, it is not their first duty together. In 1968, 
when Massimini was a candidate for Officers Candidate School 
(here), Peters served as his platoon commander. They did not 
see each other again until earlier this 'year when both were 

'assigned,to the 1st MAW. 

The Forward Air Controller (FAC) for the ~ission advised 
that he spotted two enemy tanks in an open area, with friendly 
forces approximately 1,000 meters to the south of the targets. 

"The clouds seemed to cover everything, until we descended 
iow enough and.a small.p~~ch,. of: open. gro:ul}d was.yisibl~:, The, ,: 
tanks were parked 'to one ''Side''of'a wooded area like 'sitting , 
ducks' ,". said Massimini. 

"Each of us made two runs with bombs, and after the first 
pass we could see one of the tanks burning, After the bomb runs 
we made a final pass firing 'Zuni' rockets. It was after our final 
pass that the clouds seemed to engulf the target site, making it . 
impossible for us to observe fmal' results on the tanks," added 
Peters. 

HoweveJ, later assessment credited the 'Leathernecks with 
destroying two Communist tanks. . 

This tank destruction flight marked Massimini's 20th combat' . 
mission earning him his first Air Medal. Peters was flying his 
25th mission. 
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BIEN HOA AIR BASE, Vietnam, June 14 

STARS Il.ND STRIPES -- This unusually painted bomb represents the 1,000,00oth 

pound of ordnance dropped by Marine Attack Squadron-211, Marine Aircraft 

Group-12, 1st Marine Aircraft '\-Ting, since the squadron's arrival at Bien 

Hoa Air Base, South Vietnam, last month. The flight took place June 10th 

as Capt. John p. Bland (Springfield, Va.) piloted the 357th sortie, which 

carried the colorful bomb. VMA-211 is one of two A-4 Skyhawk squadrons 

flying close air support missions against insurgent Communist forces in 

Vietnam. From left are: Col. Dean C. Macho (Minneapolis, Minn.), group 

commanding officer, Sgt. Dennis M. Colbert (Hyattsville, Md.), an aviation 

ordnanceman of VMA-211, LtCol. Delbert G. Ranney (Council Bluffs, Iowa), 

VMA-211s commanding officer, and Capt. Bland, a pilot for VMA-211. 

(OFFICIAL U ,S, MARINE CORPS PHOTO BY CPL. RICK A.LEXANDER) 
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To: F~ome Town News ~enter 
Great Lakes, Illinois 60088 

Please Print 
NAME (First, Middle Init., Last) 

J)e=-Pf/A//:r ~ a/6?'/V1 
PARENTS OR GUARDIANS AND YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO THEM (Umitifdeceased) 

RANK/RATE 

~1 
USN 

SMC 

USCG 

[3'5'ON DDAUGHTER DNEPHEW ~ &R.& MRS. DMR. DMRS. 

OTHER (SpecifY) \ OF N'iroOZ~OR2RD'3-'#~ 

YOUR MARITAl-ST)'TUS 

A Zq' 
WIFE'S PARENTS OR GUARDIANS (Omit if deceased) 

DMR. & MRS. DMR. aMRS. 

THEI R ADDRESS (No .. Street, City, State, Zip Code) 

~C',;2...s .r,vk/..Jo~ ,4t.r/"'. #4~;d.A/ 

DATE ENTERED SERVICE 
(Month, Year) 

4' /f- /,9/....r-
The above information is 
certified to be correct. 

CITY,STATE 

/1/ /!'-s /. ,;;;. (!, 
CITY, STATE 

DATE REPORTED THIS COMMAND 
(~h, Day, Year) 

J ()1'9;'1/, /..<? / /;??.;< 

Part B - To Be Completed by Public Affairs Office. Do Not Use for Hold Files 
Ch k hi k d dd" f "d" d ec appwpJlate story oc an a III ormatlOn III lcate " 

TAKE NUMBER TIME: MINUTES 

TAPED INTERVIEW 

SECONDS 

REPORTED I~ROMOTED TO THE 
ABOVE RANK 

I!VIERITORIOUSLY PROMOTED 
TO ABOVE RANK ICOMMISSIONED 

DESIGNATED A (Specify) MEDAL (Type)* AWARD (Type)* 

* A ttach copy of citation or letter *A ttach copy of citation orletter 

SERVICE SCHOOL ICOURSE COMPLETED IWILL REPORT TO (Do Not abbreviate; list location) 

GRADUATE 

COMPLETED RECRUIT 
HONORS/AWARDS IWILL REPORT TO (Do Not abbreviate; list location) 

TRAINING 

REENLISTED FOR IRETIRED AFTER ILIST KEY ASSIGNMENTS (Continue on reverse) 

YEARS YEARS ACT. OUT. 

OTHER (Continue on reverse) 

INSTRUCTIONS: 1) REVIEW ALL ENTRIES. 2) PLACE NEGATIVES/ COMMAND AND LOCATION (Must be Filled in) 
PHOTOS IN NEGATIVE PRESERVER AND ATTACH TO BACK OF FORM. 

RWARD GROUPS OF FORMS WITH LETTER TRANSMITTAL. 
R LESS FORMS MAY BE FORWARDED WITH AUTHORIZING 
TURE BELOW. 

RELEASE AUTHORIZED (Signature, Title, Date) 
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A-CJ 



AVIONICS F1ECTRICIAN 
Release No, O}O 
By: CpJ. Rick Alexander 
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BJEN HOA AIR BASE, Vietnam, June 23 -- If the electrical system of a 

Marine A-4 Skyhawk were to malfunction, chances are that Marine Sgt. Kenneth 

C. K.otek (Cleveland, Ohio), would have the trou ble spot ted and the aircraft 

back in the air in a matter of minutes. 

HOur job may not seem important, but if we make a mistake, we must then 

think of the pilot and the situation our eeror could get him into," says 

Kotek, an avionics electrician of Marine Attack Squadron-211, Marine Aircraft 

Group-12, 1st Marine Aircraft \Ving. 

Kotek is just one of the ~~ avionics team manbers who work on Harine 

A-4 Skyha"rks at Bien Hoa A.ir Base, C;outh Vietnam. He along with other 

Leathernecks work to keep the electrical systems of the ,Aircraft in prime 

condition. 

IJ - fs 
Kotek, working as a tro1Jble-shooter, says "Pilet-s come in with electrical 

break downs and we replace parts and keep the whole electrical system in tact. 

If a simple p,q,rt or component needs to be repiaced it can be done in minutes, 

but if a system needs to be rewired it sometimes takes over two hours to 

complete the ,job," 

II It seemed that the heat affected everything during the first two weeks 

here, then the wquipment began to adjust to the enviromental temperatures and 

malfunctions aren I t nearly as frequent now, It explains Kate k. 

v~le putting the final touches on a radio box of an A-4 S~Jhawk, Kotek 

noted that his job was very interesting and he planned to endeaver the field 

further upon his discharge from the Marine Corps. 

-usmc-
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Release No. 031 
By: Cpl. Rick Alexander 

DECLASSIFIED 

BmN HOA Am BASE, Vietnam, June 26 -- h'hen a r~arine A-4 Skyha1rJk departs 

Bien Hoa Air Base, South Vietnam on a close air support mission, uhat is the 

most important element it carries? Ordnance, 1rmat else. 

l'lho is responsible for this ordnance and its loading? f!i&rines like Sgt. 

1~illie D. r'1~y (Celina, Texas), VIDO is an ordnance man for !!farine Attack 

Squadron-211, ~arine Aircraft Group-12, 1st ¥1arine i\ircraft \c!ing. 

ft.ay's primary jobs are as a SATS-Ioader driver, 1rJhich is a machine usod 

in loadi.'lg ordnance, and as an jui-f,O cr~ operator, also usJ in loading the 

A-4 Skyha'l'Jk. 

"Ue have a very importaat job in loading ordnance on these aircraft. 

T;Jithout us our A-4s wouldn't be able to destroy enemy positions or even fly 

close air support missions," says nay. 

Somet:imcs, even though the temperatures range in the 1 OOs, bombs have 

to be loaded by hand. Uhen this happens, alot of swaat and muscle are called 

fOr from the ordnance eI'6\,lS. 

r·Jay recalls, liOn one particular day t'lfe loaded t\'Jel1ty-250 lb. bombs by 

hand onto the airer"ft. This l'JaS due to a £e,1)' rushed, add-on flights that 

,·re \-Jeren' t expecting. II 

Sliding into his SA'IS-loader and heading for anOther bomb pick-up, May 

added, "Before \'Te arrived here ltle only loaded dummy ordnance, but nOli! things 

are real and our job has taken on a meaningful outlook. II 

-usmc-
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ORDNANCE CREW ~~1BER 
Release No. 032 
By: Cpl. Rick Alexander 

DECLASSIFIED 

BIEN HOA Am BASE, Vietnam» June 27 - Uorldng 12 hours a day in 

scorching temperatures and sometimes lifting 250 lb. bombs by hand, are 

just a fe't'l of the conditions tha.t r·la.rine Sgt. Harren F. \1inn (Blooming 

Prairie, Minn.) wrks under on a. dally ba.sis at Bien Hoa Air Base, South 

Vietnam. 

Finn, rut ordnance mnn of Marine Attack Squadron-211, lJlarine Aircraft 

Group-12, 1st l-1arine Aircraft tang, 't"JOrko driving a. SATS-loader, l'J'hich is 

. '. 

a vebidle used in loading bombs, rockets and other ordnance onto Marine A-4 

Skyhawks. Since the motor of the SATS-loader practically surrounds the driver, 

the temperatures is usually 20 to 30 degrees hotter for the operator. 

"1-1ost SATS-loader drivers go through school to learn how to operate this 

machine, but I've been in this field for 2~ years and all of my training has 

been on the job," says h'i.1Ul. 

Under ideal conditions, l'!inn noted that ".lith two SATS (mighty-might) 

loaders operating along ~dth two crew members, an A-4 can be fully loaded in 

six or seven minutos. 

"1<fhen '!.1Je first arrived here and "reran' t in the groove of 1rrorking together 

we had a hell of a time keeping up. As soon as '!rIa 1tJOuld load a plane they'd 

take it away and we'd start allover from scratch. Now, working as a team, we 

are abla to stay just one step ahead no matter what," explained tlinn. 

Just prior to loading his 10th plane of tho day, Dinn commented that no 

matter how hot the sun beat down or how many aircraft he had to load in one 

day, he enjoyed his '!r~rk and its importance in flying close air support missions. 

-usmc-
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~.1l\rino !\irCI''lft Cronp-12, lGt !·'fl.I'inEl fl.ircr,:lft Finr: at Dien HOe Ail' DaGo, 

l'1outt, '\1ictnnm rnakofJ 11 landin!t, n tremendous ~JllC'ttnt of t-:ef\I' and tear is 

aUont this as ilJC~IC of tho group tire shop. 

"'he J'ntcf'I!1odhte r:amt.cna.ncCl Act.ivity is tho technical title civon 

to tho t.iro shop. 'rho mionion of tho It'A io to oup!,:ort o.la. nircr:lft 

that f,008 bad en t>..n f),-4. t~ 

r.n ::m rwoI'<3fO, ona tire FSl' throe to four aircI',:-,ft hops nocdo to be 

ehnnp,cC\ or rc:rairod. 

t! I think ,13 have one of the most itllr;ort:mt jobs in tho r;roup. Yo ho.vo 

four !lon iI:or!tin,q in this shop Mel ~'1e arc ca~llbl0 of hcmdling 40 to ,0 tiro 

Ono thinr is for certain, ~mothor it be a bolt that noocs l'o~Jacing, 

a leak that requireo f2tchinr or a tmole ~meol assembly that has to be 

ch.<m(!:od, ;:gt. fJ,?6Cn nncl hj s crow lirl.ll bo there to insuro ea.ch I.-ie-rine 

-usmc-
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Release IJo. 036 
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Bm HOA Am EASE, Vietnl'lJll, July 6 

smI' T.~LK ~~ SSgt. Frank H. Feace (San Diego, Calif.), (right), of ~;Jarine 

Air Base S(1uadron-12, t'larinEl Aircraft Croup-12, 1st ¥arinc Aircraft lJing 

;mrl ~fc.jGen. 1cslie B. Brol'm, commanding generl3.1, 1st r·fA~-J, talk shop during 

reno Brov,n' s recent visit to Bien Haa I\ir Base, South Vietnalil. Peace lrJOrks 

in the ground utilities section of MABS-12. 

(OFFICIAl, U.S. rHt'.RI\\)E CORPS PHOTO BY I,CPt.. RICI{ CHfSTER) 
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fi!1,5, te3.'lcd up and blasted rm cne~y position 25 r:Jilco northo9,ot of An l.oc 

tlefondoro. 

Victnar.1ose fTound cOJ!f'r.:mdor reQuosted n chn.nro of t(1r{~et. Pri~d.ly forcoo 

traveler' eaot nne!. "'Jest, "men they cl1!!\e into contact "lith e!l0!".Y rlei'cnaOI'G 

locato~ O~ tho northern side of. the road. 

;"'.'.j, Blsor enid, [Ire hnd a. mdck briof on the location of the frioncllics 

'::7ho lr~ero about 20Cl r".oters to tho east of tho tr11'f,ot. en our first roll in J 

the wind, lJnich l':afl f,t!l9tinp, at 25 !mots, rresented Ba:lC difficulty. n 

;; ixtcn added, r'm our firot run t-ro both hit a little lone ciue to tho 

Vi>at,!!orneclm 'f!;erc croclitod ,.-.fith Imoch:inB out one .51 cal [2Q.c1:dne r:un site ancl 

killing 10n eneDY Golcilioro. 

rJ.oor servoD as v,:~'l-:311s el~ecutive officer, \1nUO fixtcn fille the billot 

-u~n!c-
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B],,]J HOll UR B!\sL, Vietnom, July 10 

1,DODTH SOR'i'IZ -- These bombs represent the 1,DOOth sortie flo1.'ln by f-1n.rino 

Attack Sauadron-311 sincG arriving at Dien HoO).!\ir ~o.se)l South Vietnam in 

l'JI'i'ly. !71ying lead ship and 1,OOOth sortie, 'tias Col. Doan C. M-'lcho (r.J::inneapolis, 

fHinn. ) J (right), cornmandine officer of ~"1.arine Aircrllft GrOll p-12, 1st Nt'.rmo 

Aircraft Fing, trlth LtCol. Kevin t-T. Johnston, (Indianapolis, Ind.), cOl'l'ii!.2Jlding 

officer of Vl-71\.-'',11 flying uingman slot. Vl'IA-311 is one of t"JO ~-J.a.rine A-4 

sC\UQc)rons flyinp' ClOAC air 8u'Pf0Y.'t !'IliR~i(;1'lfl ap_inst inRGrrent. Communist 

--------

, 
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fJo,l'i"lO '~.'Jfhibiouo l?OE'CO,l olnt.s t-Jith fI.-l.:. F1lot, let-Lt. 1d.u8oel t·:. 8t!'(Y;Iluos'[l 

(!,Jlavro, r~~.mtanll), oeil-lurine 1\ttn.ck Squc.drnn-311, \:'!adno fl.ircr!:l.ft Oroup-12, 

A_./7 
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By: Crl. lUok AlcxClnder 
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DFB l{1"IA tl.m £)'\SB, Viotnam, AUB. 7-- Two Ilo.rine A-J.J:; S~hD.'tn(s flet'1 a 

C10S6 air sUPI=ort mission 45 miles southl-:€lst or So.1.gon dOGtroying t~;o encrJ.Y 

emplacements and silencing a .51 caliber BUIl J:osition. 

iUotin13 tho le~d jot 11:::19 lsttt. Jon L. Blocher (Fontiac, i.11oh.), mth 

lstLt. Dennie B. Greene (r·!esqlete, !'ex.), !'lying in tho \ct.in~tm alot. Both 

ere "J1th r·1nrine Attack Squooron-311, I·1arine Aircro.ft Croup-12, 1st r~lnrine 

The t .. :o-ship night flew GOuthl-mst until they joinoo. up with the f'ol'\~"1I'd 

ODB"9l'VOr (File), who led tho r·2arines to a Imo\'.!!l enemw z;;osition. 

Plying over tho nat, a~py terrain the eneny cmplace::lonte "nth the 

IIIImClcing gun firing became visible to tho Leathernecks. 

Lt. hroone said, "Mter 'lise made our initW p:\ss I lost contact with 

l)locher 1..1'1 tho lrod jet forcing hi!!l to \,'Ork the target o.a a 5010 for t'(lJO 

}nessa." 

!I I had ~ade severru. 

tried another radio frequency. After '1::0 re-established contact, G-reane ll'Orked 

the trll"pct and then 'llIe both made final strafing runs," added Blocher. 

then A12'1.1l'J cround forces swept the area and made final aaseotment, the 

Leathernecks t'Jere credited ~rl.th destroying t'tm ane:rr.y JIllplac9!!lents and 

silencing one .51 cal gun position. 

-US[)C-
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ENEMY CO}1r~A.ND POST 
Release No. 055 
By: Cpl. Rick Alexander 

DECLASSIFIED 

BlEN MOA AIR BASE, Vietnam.. Aug. 7 - A recent close air support mission 

by two !.farine A-4 Skyhawks just 60 mUes ~ southwest of Saigon, resulted in 

in five fortified fighting positions destroyed and two secondary explsoions. 

Flying lead aircraft was LtCol. Kevin M. Johnston (Indianapolis, Ind.), 

with lstLt. Sebastien V. Massimini (Ha.ra.han, La.), in the wlngt!l.an slot. !loth 

are with Marine Attack Squadron-311, Marine Aircraft Group-12, 1st Marine 

Aircraft ~J1ng. 

Johnston, squadron commander of the "Tom Cat" squadron, said, "The FAC 

overhead explained the target was an enemy command post. As soon as the foward 

observer completed his brief my win@IlaIl and I began making our passes lacing 

the target with 500 lb. bombs. It 

Final assestment of the target credited the Leathern6cks tdth destroying 

five fortified fighting positions and two secondary explosions. 

During a later strike on the same enemy command post, two more A-4s of 

Marine Attack Squadron-311, Marine Aircraft Group-12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

destroyed one bunker and demolished two enemy emplacements. 

Flying lead on thE mission was Capt. John p. Bland (Springfield .. Va.) .. 

and filling the win@Ilan slot was Capt. Theodore A. Demostheres (Tustin, Calif.). 

-usmc-
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• TANK DESTROYED 
Release No. 060 
By: Sgt. Rick Alexander 

DECLASSIFIED 

BJEN HOA .'l.IR BASE, Vietnam, Aug. 16 -- The commanding officer of IvIarine 

Aircraft Group-12, 1st l~arine Aircraft 1ving and the squadron commander of 

M9.r:ine Attack Squadron-211, flew a close air support mission just 34 miles 

north of Saigon and destroyed a Communist tank. 

In the lead jet was Col. Dean C. Macho (Colorado Springs, Colo.), 

cOITh'11anding officer of MAG-12, with LtCol. Delbert G. Ranney (Council Bluffs, Iowa), 

commanding officer of VMA-211, filling the wingman slot. 

The Forward Air Controller (FAC) for the mission advised that he spotted 

an enemy tank on Highway 13, ,,,nich leFl.ds from Saigon to An Ioc, with friendly 

forces approximately 1,000 meters to the south and north of the target. 

"The visibility was good around the target site and the tank was stalled 

or parked right on the highway. It seemed to be disabled or perhaps out of gas," 

said R-3.nney. 

!lEach of us made several runs with bombs, before hearing the FAG saying we 

had collR.sped the front end of the tank. On our additional passes Ranney put a 

lIZ'uni" (five-inch rocket) right up the back of the tank, while I made a few 

strafing runs using 20mm guns. Before we left the target area the FAC commented 

that we had done some excellent bomb:ing," added Hacho. 

The tank dest:6uction flight marked the first tank 'tkilll' for both Ranney 

and Macho, since the IIReady Grouptslt return to Vietnam last Hay. 

-usmc-
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50,000TH cm-mAT SORTlE 
Release No. 065 
By: Sgt. Rick Alexander 

DECLASSIFIED 

BIEN HOA AIR BA.SE, Vietnam, _~ug • .30 -- Marine Attack Squadron-.311, 

Marine Aircraft Group-12, 1st r<Iarine Aircraft l'ling, has added another "first" 

to its history by flying its 50,OOOth smoot sortie over South East Asia. 

A name 600n to be etched into the histor,r books is that of lstLt. 

Charles G. Heed (Seattle, 1rlahh.), as he is the 1-1arine credited "rl th flying 

m4A-.311s 50,OOOth sortie. This mission also m~kid Reedle 100th combat 

sortie. 

Accompanying Reed on this history making flight was Maj. Sid Snedeker 

(Honolulu, Hawaii) I lUho l-JaS Ilying his .350th combat sortie. 

Reed describing his mission said, "Our target was a known enemy location 

approximately 50 miles northwest of Saigon. Visibility was poor due to 

overcast skies and light rain. As we made our second and third passes we 

could see some seconda17 explosions, naturally this made us happy, lmo'tJing 

that "Je 'If Jere on target. It 

Final ass'stment of the target credited the mission 'trdth destroying a 

bunker and setting off two seconda17 explosions. 

The 50,OOOth eambat sortie is just one of many accomplishients by ~~A-.311. 

The "TomcatS" squadron's history reaches back to Dec. 1, 1942 when it 'WAS 

commissioned as a Marine Fighter Squadron at Cherry Point, N.C. With \In'JII 

raging, VMF-311, was ultimately moved to Yanton Airfield, Okinawa, "shere it 

recorded 71 enemy aircraft "kills". VMF-311 became the first rula.rine squadron 

to employ fighter a.ircra.ft for dive bombing tactics. 

-more-
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By the end of the Korean Conflict, VM'F-311 had compiled lS,OOO combat 

missions and set a fighter combat record in June 1951, unequalled in aviation 

history -- 2.300 combat missions in one month. In 1955, the "Tomcats ll received 

a new 1\.-4D2 (A4B) "Skyhawklt and the unit wa.s redesignated a !-larina Attack 

Squadron (Vf1A). 

The history of Vf1A-311 in their six years at Chu Lai, Vietn~ is, 

of course, one lrmich commands great respect. The "Tomcats" flew more combat 

missions than any other l-1arine jet squadron -- 47 ,600, b~e returning to 

lwakuni, Japan on May 12, 1971. 

Then just one year aad five days after returning VMA-Jl1 was ordered back 

to Vietnam. The first "Tomcats" arrived at Bien Hoa Air Base, South Vietnam on 

1.!Jay- 17th and within hours were flying close air support missions in support of 

South Vietnamese forces. 

~4A-311 is presently commanded by Major Tbbmas L. Elser (Riverside, Calif.). 

-usmc-
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Release ~Jo. 066 
By: Sf;t. Rick Alexander 
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DrrN gOA AIR nA.S~, Vietnmn, Aug. 30 - r>~ajor Richard T. Foore, a fanner 

Air Force oifle er ",.:ho became Il f.larine in July 1966, flew his 300th combat 

sortie over Vietn~Q Aug. 29. 

Foore, ~;ho is !;resently SOl'ving as t7erine Aircraft Group-12s O~erat1onB 

officer, hao been s~rvinr in this c~pacity since I~ay of this year. He will 

soon be trane#erred to V&!lhinp,ton, D.O. tmere he 1.Jill serve t"Jl.th Deputy Chief 

of Staft (Air). 

COl!ll!lenti..l'lg on his 300th sortie, Pooro said, liThe weather was bad, but 

not serious enourh to h&~rer our effectiveness. AftGr the FAC had described 

our t~rget l'Je just rolled in and dro,;;pedl our ordnance. tJe knww ",reId hit. the 

tarfet because of the sustn.ined firG t1e could see burning. II 

Flyinf with Foore for this misoion ~~s lstLt. Thomas M. Higgins (Meckl~rg, 

~J.C.), 'l!.1'1o ccmplotetl his lOath cembnt sorti~. The tuo Le&thernecke \rJere given 

credit for destroying ~n enemy bunkl9r and f,etting one sustained fire. 

t·1a,j. Poore, Q. mtive of SullivlIDs Island, South Carolina, servoo trlth 

r·~An-12 once b~ror in Vietnam. Froin 1967-6~ he se"~d 't'.d.th !·/arino Illl t:ea.bher 

Attack Squa.dron-533 at Chu Ltli. During this period he served as Squa.dron S-1 

officer and subsequently as the Chu Lai Air BaDe officer. 1.;1J.j. coore lrJaS 

credited with 127 combat sorties during his first tour. 

-fIlore-
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After Chu l,ai he was transferred to attend the tmphibllloua l~arf'are School, 

ruo.ntico, Va., w'tlere he to-S kept on .. 13 an 1notructor aft.er gradul.l.tion. In July 

197 V he 't'!ilB transferred to the lot t-lllrine Airoraft t-!inf and once anain Gerved 

t-r1th W.'(J\( 4.t'J)-53'3 until t.1ay of' this year when he deployed ltrlth the IiReady Group" 

to Bien Ho.". JUX Ease ~ South Vietnam. 

Uaj. fioore is 0ltp?cted to be transferred to Hahaington D. C. and hiB 

new aseirrnment by the Imd or September. Mis decorations include 3 Distin@liehed 

l?lyi,l\o: Crosses, and 22 A:ir Medal •• 

""'Uootc-
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Reloase No. 070 
By: Sgt. Rick Alexander 
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BIEN HOA AIR BASE, Vietnam, Oct. 20 -- ~\Jith the troop strength of 

Anlerican forces ('.,'/indling the lJ:arines at Bien Hoa Air Base find theILselves 

still very much here, b8ing one of two American fighter bomber units left 

in Vietnam. 

The ma:in mission of the A-hE Skyha1'lk is to provic'.e close air support 

for South Vietnamese forces operating in Hilitary Regions III ane. IV. 

Marine Aircr·g,ft Group-12, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, is commanc~ec~ b;:,r 

Colonel Dean C. Macho (Colorado Springs, Colo.). The group operates with 

tvlO corrplct(; sc]u;'lc'rons in Har:ine Attack Squadron-211 CVMA-211) and 311. 

m~A-211 is unc'er the helm of LtCol, Delbert G. Ranney' (Council 0luffs, Iowa), 

while VMA-'311 is corm:r.anc.ed by LtCol. John J. Caldas Jr. (New Orleans, La.). 

MAG-12 arrived at Bien Hoa on May 18th and within hours were flying 

close air support missions against insurgent Communist forces. 

A few (~ays after the group's arrival, three Marine l\.-4 Skyhav-rks teamc:. 

up 1nu blasted an enemy position 60 miles southwest of Bien Hoa destroying 

15 fortifie(1 fighting positions and killing 20 North Vietnamese defenders. 

This w~s the enemy's first real taste of the bombs of MAG-12. Flying 

this particular mission WRS Crtpt. Bruce Cheever (Tucson, Ariz.), Capt. 

Conrac~ Eo Cadman (Orchard Park, N. Y.), [,nd lstLt. CharlE;s F. Sprietsmo, 

(Tampa, Fla.), all of ~rA-311. 

In lo,te }T;ty, 'I\Thcn laisC1r tl.1ic~e(1 bmbs ~\T(;re raking the headli.'1.cs, Harine 

e pilots of MAG-12 wero using the conventional iron bombs and a little "Kentucky 

lifindage ll for over-whelning Gccuracy on targets. 

~ore-
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One example was the destruction of a Comr:lUnist re-supply bric~ge 30 

miles northwest of Saigon. Capt. Grodon L. Eisert (Louisville, I{y.) ane. 

lstLt. Albert E. BaumiID III (Cartonsville, Mc~.), both of VMA-211, (estroyec:. 

a pontoon bricge which was being used as a COmQunist tank crossing iIDd a 

passage to truck materials for re-supplying North Vietnamese soldiors fighting 

against South Vietnamese forces. The tvro A-4s left the target area engulfed 

in flBJTles <:'.nd the bridge completely destroyed by conventional bOIr.bs and 

The fi[hting and blooc.she( for GIr.bnttlec:. 1;n Lac 1/.1.11 surely be remcI:lberecl 

in the future. The An Loc area was the site for many missions flown by MAG-12 

during the current Communist Offensive. In fact, just one mile south of An 

Loc, A-4 Skyhawks recorded their first Cor:~.rr.unist titank kills" since reentering 

the country. 

Credited with destroying the Red tanks were lstLt. Sebastien V. Massimini 

(Harah11n, 1e..,) and Capt. William C, Peters (Mi0dletown, R. I.), both of VMA-311. 

Since these initial ntank kills", the group as a vmolc has been creG.ited with 

several times that many. 

Although their nanes are never seen in the headlines, the men who keep 

the aircraft flying are not to be forgotten. Theso men work both night ane. 

e.ay through schorching temperatures aml monsoon rains to keep the A-4s 

mechpnically fit. 

-morEl-
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. Even though Bien Hoa Air Base has been rocketec'. three times since the 

group's arrival, the spirit of these Harines has not Qcen dampened. They 

are willing and able to put out 100% no matter what. If an:yono knows how 

importa.nt o:lch ane: eVGr;y Llan I s job is in the group, it's the pilots who 

fly the A-4s anG know they have to be completely ready and armed for each 

mission flown. 

Though in a combat environment, the LeCl.thernecks of HAG-12 have not 

forgotten the other half of the ~Br. During their off~luty hours, both 

enlisted anel
. commissioned Marines spend many hours aiding one of the four 

ne!1rby orphanages -which the group supports. Horking at the orphanages 

includes tasks such as renovating slee ping quarters, providing food and 

clothing, delivering household materials and even playing a quick game of 

baseball. 

Narine Aircrs.ft Group-12 now, as alwSJ.Y8, is elevoting itself to 

providing the best aviation support possible. And they have (one just 

that. The devotion to duty and effeciency of the officers and men of the 

unit has made MAG-12, the IIReady Groupll, a respected name throughout the 

Marine Corps ane'. Vietnam. 

-usmc-
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nJ5:!1 E{)A AID 13185, Vletna!l, lloy. 2 - ~':iarlnes of ~Iarinell Aircraft 

o,rou.~-12, let HQr1n~ Airerl.eft t;iI:)~, the last kuerican fie;hter bmber unit 

left in Viet'Dam, 14re f:te;htinl; tl1Q 'lfW'S in one. The first is ~Q1net th~ 

ineurr,ent Cornluniet. force~, th8 secant! is Q~ain8t the erlvirmentlill. u.n61 

livin~ coniitions of the four orphan~es that thew are 8urlo'Ortin~ ne::,%' 

Diem Hoa i'd-l' Ea~e, Scut.h Vletnaa. 

The first o11lrumar;e (\Q..optelll,u h1 the t·!Ql'ines \1i-aB Re-Sat Orphanaf,e, \Ilhicb 

wao ~ri,;inQU1 a projeot of tbe US~F. The Gf'phmat,., hU. been SCDifimat 1'I1s­

placM 4iue to the !l.~ sttmS 'own ot the b .. se early this :r.~. 

Since thio initial aoption over 01,000, plu.s IIml hours fof.' the construotion 

at eatin~ QreQ.S, renovation ot sleepint quarters, anti provitl1nr, el.eotric&t1 

eirouts for li~htin~ has b~~ Q\onat~. K.-sat orph@a~e to.fIIJ OQl'es for 113 

hcnelese ,,:aifs r.anein~ in a~. trm nel-Jly born to 16..,.ears-olfi. Nea&(jUarters 

Q1'lt! r1ainte!1Q.llce S~[!,.r0!l-12 has taken this oZ"phana~e un.er ita w1n~. 

n.arine Air :Caee Squair'l1lIn-12 hw.s pl~~ •• 0400 Q tlcnth to tbe care ot 

their orpban~eJ Do~ Ha. Crphan~e. This orFhan~. houses 267 chiltiren w* 
this nUlJ'ber ie 8Xpect.eei to f;rQt1uQlly incl:'ease to 3{}O. ?'otal tionatioDo in 

money, fo~ Ql'l~ clothinr. b7 the ~rcup, llQinly ~11\m""2, for these ehUtiren 

is bett~n fO"JI' anti 5,000 @ollar6. 

~~M"1lle __ 1IrS~"ron-311 8U~ort" the Nr,uo Nt;et orphanat;e. eYer 

~1 ,om has been f,iven in cash flODOI.tions. In wiciition to these &onations, 

QP~roxi!:!Q,tel;r 1,000 .ollars mrth ()f faCti, cloth~ ant! other itms have 

been r,iTen. Thr. ,roup CbaPlain f8 office will supply Q!lother ;)600 thrt;~h 

the sale of 1.atherfc~18 oo~ .anatione. This orphanat;e houses 113 cbllciren. 

10r8-
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The !'l~en""";inh l)QCl'l!, OrphQ!l~1IJ io sponsor_ by!.1arine Attack Squa4!1rcn-21'. 

These ~JQr1n.s tie.leat. ma.~ !Ian h~U1'8 for the oonstruction ot t.he ~,tire 

where they were toreed to leave 61ue to Cm~1JUn1st ~~resGion. The, an-lVd 

in the Dlen Hoa area in June of this ,8..:1' to tin« a h.lp:in~ han« frm. 

Leatbernecks ot rlAC-12. Cash ~ematione for this or}:ban~e exceea $1,500. 

Un~er the direetion of the FI'eset ~rcup chaplain, Ffi,tber Co.."lllie J. 

Meelum, tCfiir., tm~l, an$! hitt fomeI's, Father Th<nQS U. KUhn, tc.ir., US!!, 

1l..'l4i Father Frefi U. r:'J'tier, Lt., ORO, USN, cash 4ionatlons, foci, cloth1n~, 

;m~ lmil4iint, materiale 8U'!W1n~ r.aore than 010 ,OCO has been ci"icat~ to 

the m~re than Soo ort:hans 8Up[.;erted by the Leathernecks since the return 

of M'ari.'le lircraft GrouJ$12 to Vi.t~ 1n t!ay of this ,ear. 
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By: Sgt. Rick Alexander 
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BIeN HOA AIR BASE, Vietnam, Dec. 11 -- Marine Aircraft Group-12, 1st 

Harme Aircraft Hing, the only fllllerican fighter bomber unit left in Vietnam, 

has recorded its 10,000th combat sortie since returning to Vietnam last May. 

Captain Gor.on L. Eisert (Louisiville, 'Ky.), is the 11arine creaitem. 

with flying MAG-12s 10,OOOth combat sortie at Bien Boa. Accompanying Eisert 

on this particular mission was Maj. William F. Horner (Hornersville, Missouri). 

Both are pilots of Marine Attack Squairon-211. 

Eisert liescribing his mission said, llOur target was a known enemy location 

approxm.ately 35 miles southwest of Saigon. We teameli up irlth a VNAF forwarll 

observer who .escribes the site as a group of bunkers occupie& by VC in a 

woode« area near some rice pa~aies. We ma.e several passes lacing the target 

with our bombs anti left it engulfe. in smoke." 

The 10,OOOth sortie wouln never have been possible without the group 

working a.s a whole. It takes the tireless efforts of the men of MAG-12 to 

keep the A-4 Skyha.wk in the air, to keep their weapons, safety systems anel1. 

communications gear functioning properly. 

Cpl. James R. Hesselgrave (Mountl, Minn.), an avionics technician of 

Heaaquarters anti Maintenance Squactron-12 s{iys, nOur job may not seem all that 

important .own here on the ground, but if we make a mistake we must then think 

of the pilot ami the situation our error could get him into "mile on a m.ission. II 

-more-
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Commenting from an orcinance man's point of view, Sgt. Warren F. Winn 

(Blooming Prairie, M:inn.), of VMA-211 s~s, nWe have a very important job 

in loaaing ordnance on these aircraft. Without us, our A-4s WDultn't be 

able to .estroy enemy positions or even fly close air support missions. l• 

Whether it be lnrntpin~ bombs, puttint; a new jet engine togl!ther, 

repairing tires, provitiing supplies an. equi~ent, fixing $lectrical systems 

or worki.1'lg behin@. a typewriter, the Marines of l-1AG-12 work together. This 

is the basic ingreQient for accomplishing the group's 10,OOOth combat sortie 

in less than 7 months. 

The "Rea.~y Group" is commande" by Colonel Dean C. Macho. 

-usmc-
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AIR BASE, A MARINE SURVEYS A DESTROYED AIRCRAFT STOflAGE SHED 

AS Paydc]y: 
Reds Cash In 
By Sl'EC. 4 ALLEN SCIlAEFEn 

5&5 Sluff Correspondent 

BIEN BOA, Vietnam -Tues­
day was going to be a good day 
- payday. 

A U.S. Marine lance corporal 
left the air terminal, where men 
were already lining up to get 
theil' checks from the pay­
master, and walked in the pre· 
dawn darkness to pick up the 
collection box for the orphan 
and refugee flllHl the air group 
supports. 

As he neared the office at 5: 1 0 
a.m., a 122mm rocket screamed 
through the black sky and ex· 
ploded 10 feet from him. 

The Marine died almost im· 
mediately. A chunk of steel had 
punctured an artery. 

At the same lime, 400 yards 
away, anothel' I'ocket smashed 
(Conlinned on nack Page, Col. 2) 

.0 ." \:: .. ! I " 11·_' I r I ~ -~ ~'PRf -~n . C !"10 1" 

.\\.G,~~~ t-:0l(u@" Uill""ll Uri 
(Continued F'rom l'age 1) 

into the air terminal, blowing a 
sleeping Leatherneck from his 
bunk in an office there. 

One soldier, hearing the 
rumble of the incoming rounds, 
had taken shelter in the corner 
of the building when the rocket 
exploded overhead and seriously 
wounded him. 

In the early morning attack 
that killed one American and 
wounded 16. Communist gunners 
rained 71 Russian·made 122mm 

rockets into the American side 
of the giant air base 15 miles 
northwest of Saigon, according 
to sources here. . 

The rounds peppered the arca 
in an indiscriminate pattern that 
included runways and Ii'.'ing 
quarters. 

Three of the projectiles HI a 
Marine ordnance shop where 
two soldiers were sleeping. Un­
hurt by the exptosion, the men 
battled to extinguish the fire 
that eventually leveled the build· 

DECLASSIFIED 

G=J©@J 
ing. Other rockets hit open re'­
vetments where rows of jet 
lightcl'-bombcl's were parked, 
slightly damaging three planes. 

"1 woke up, and it sounded al· 
most like there were mortars 
being walked into the base," 
said Col. Dean Macho, com­
mander of the Marine Air Group 
which had moved to Bien Hoa in 
mid-May with two squadrons of 
A4 Skyhawks, 

Mac h 0, 49, of Colorado 
Springs, said flight line oper· 
ations were delayed as workmen 
swept the runways and aprons 
clear of a layer of shrapnel and 
rubble. 
Tuesday'~ attack was the first 

major one since the Marines ar· 
rived at the air ba.se, the· com­
mander said. A few rockets hit 
the installation in late May. 

The ·122mm rocket, which has 
a range or about 1Y2 miles, cnn 
be launched \\'ilh a stancbnl 
tube or a makeshift bamboo 
trough. 

t'irst reports indicated that 
many or the rounds were fired 
from the north, and MadlO saill 

• the first missiun of the day "as 
in an area five mHc~ no!'th of 
the base. 
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By GEORGE ESPER . , . I .thick," says Capt. John Bohn,' Men coming off the night; 
BIEN HOA. AIR BASE, Ap N' \ . 26, of Corona Del Mar, Calif., shift Were . lining IUp to get; 

Vietnam (AP) --' The Ma- . '\ • ew~ a gr~duate of Bro.wn Vniver- theiq checks. A lan.ce corp'oral 
, rines are back in Vietnam," ) sity . with' a major in lin-was walking out to picV up. 

'.supporting Cambodian, troops Specio ternational relations. "It's" collection boxes for a Viet-
as well.as.the South Vietnam- very hard to see anything onnamese orphan and refugee, 
esc. ,. the ground in detail. You very fund the air group supports, 

There are no ground troops. .1 seldom see hard targets. You One of the first rockets land-
This is Marine Air' Group 12.·, relaxed the rooms air-condi-·. drop your bombs, see 'an ex- . ed a few feet from him. ;, L 
the last. to leave Vietnam.in tioned' 'steak for dinner. en~'" plosion, but you can't, see Dean Macho, walking by , 
May 1971' during ~resident 'tertai~mentat the club. . ,what you" hit .. It's mostly, the spot, observes, "I don't \ .. 
Nixon's phaseout of Amencan . ' k now n enemy locations. think he knew what hit hifll. I 
forces and the first to return I Not ,a single plane has been' troops' 'under jungled. trees' doubt if he was ever 'con-

. a year later during Nixon's I~st to enem~ grOun~flre'f' and supply caches." scious .... 
buildup of air power to count-, since the group 5 more than, Says Capt. Ampagoomian, There are happy thoughts. 
er North Vietnam's offensive. 30 A4 Skyhawks arnved May "It's hard to 'relate really;' tOO,1 wending homeward fat 

Cap t. George Ampagoo-' 17 at Bien ~oa. 15 miles never really seeing the end 'away from BienHoa.· " 
mia" 28, of Yonkers, N.Y., . northeast of Saigon. They had result. The morale is up and • There is a color portrait of 
makps a list-minute check 'of peen: based in Ja~a": since dowr. based on what the pilot a beautiful woman with black 
hiS A4 Skyhawk, called the !e'avlng the Chu Lal mr base tells ';'lese men ';Vho load the, hair. painted by a Korean art­
scooter because it is so tiny in the northern quarter ot. bon."", and maintain tlte ist from a wallet-size photo-
anc. compa~t despite ,its load. south Vietnam last year. . pia: . .;'. always try to tell graph. She is strikingly beau~ 
of eight 50o.pound bombs. "Knock on wood," ;-i<.Y" 'thethe~' .. _"ing I can." ·tiful in the ~hoto. I 

He is ready to strike out group commar:dc;". :01. .. ean. 0 . :.f· Nh:.rines' van- The woman, Dolores Jack~ 
,nlOCambodia. Machi:. 4!1. c\ :::,l.Gado lai.. ::.,e \t.;'- came to sorl hve:>inKaill,!3 Hawaii. 

"Stime of the flight spotted Sprin.:;s, elM. th, ,\ .·3rly IOO-'lPlan to send it to her .... 
tanks and were shooting," he . One .,.' :·f.: '," 1. :m- er:, .... " . · .. n~(l mto says her husband. Lt. CoL, 

·says. "I'm hoping maybe ;)\a,r,':. •. re tt... (,;;,; . ",r, .'\4,>, H a I J a c k s o'n, 42, Dean 
there's still some left so I can ~.::.. ,.' si. Macho's deputy. "But I'd like 
get my chance." I . ,- to keep it in my room." 

Ampagoomian, of A:(r"o.~? ., ... ,.'; •.•. ';.,,':.",.,.:' .• ,.,..,,'. 
nian descent, is a g\,.:::' " 1 '''''~';;;''';'''''' 
type. He ~erved <if' 

tour. in Vietnam. 
ground; in' an air c,.; ... _. 
ter.· He left in 196;; 
to Mari~e pilots' sch<;. , 

"I wanted to St:. ,,,j ",c;. 

tive. role in the war. OL: 1 just 
resigned myself 10 . .:.., 
that I missed my c. 
says. "I never tho. 
combat. I figure, 
o'ut of the game." 
. Back in the rea. 

Jeff Kelly, 25.oi 
Pa.. a Duc,llcsn, 
alumnus w:n : 
physics, ,.. da:. 
mission Jr. Cali 

He tal,; ua; 
So vie \. T 
tankshe,. ;:dc, 

"One" ;' t .. 
the open Jld 
welL Thr .. "nd , 

.. scured by ~ tree 
. '. and went for (he trep 

, ,'~ ~:. 

\.r ~~ 1 ., 

, preuy 
, wa;, ob· 
J:J!Jed .' 

:,'Ia .. ., . "Basical.:," S." 

'~we're a 'oig t 
boost." 

~&ly, 

vlclgic~1 
, 

". This is a clean war for the 
air Marines, far removed 
from the booby-trapped jung- . 
les the Marine riflemen once 
roamed. . The . atmosphere is 
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./"' ! .- 'By'Thomas W. Lippman MAG-12's two squadrons 
• WaslUnctoD Post Porelcn Service of A-4E Skyhawks, along 

BIENHOA AlrBase-The 'with a squadron of U.S. Air 
<c -- • - • • Force A-37s also based at 
, general offIcers and theIr Bienhoa provide most the 

c.ladies" at U.S. !darine. COrPs air support for South Viet. 
headqy.artersln Arlington, namesetroops- in-the provo 
Va.,' will be pleased tQ hear inces around Saigon and in 
that 'the gift packages -~~ey_ the MekGng. Delta. They 
~made up for the mar~nes have plane9 in the air from 
:~tioned here have ~ved early-morning until twilight, 
·s~ely. - -.. andthe. ground cre~swork 
: There were 115 plastie' l2-hour shifts., :', , 
sacks containing cigarette _ Their involvement iil the 
_lighters, candy, paperback I war is-different from that of 
-books, postcards of familiar the air crews in ThaHand or 
American- scenes and hand· on the carriers, who may 

t:::I written Dotes to the troops. never actually set foot in 
t>=:I A chaplain and a first ser· South Vietnam or come into o -geant unpacked them for contact.- with, anl'-Vietnam­
L' distribution to the lowest· ' ese. ,,"'. 
~ ranking enlisted men of Ma· 'Half of Bienhoa is used by 
Ul rfne ~ Group 12, ~he onI? the South Vietnamese .air 
H o~atIonal1!.S. ~anne umt 'force; and' there- are, Ylet. 
tr:I still- on duty m VIetnam., namese all around~inc1ud­
H ,It was'the kind of "sup· 'ing the Vietcong, who peri. 
t>=:I port our- boys" scene that is odically fire rockets into the 
t:::I seldom encountered in Viet· . base, setting off explosions 

nam any more. The air war and damaging' planes -and 
ilL being fought mostly from buildings. 
Thailand and Guam and air· Witli armed _Marine. en. 
cr~t- carr~ers offshore, .and listed men standing perime. 
Mt;)st of the '36,500 AmerIcan ter guard duty against a 
military personnel on duty genuine Vietcong threat at 
in 'this country are far from night; the-war here lacks the 
any combat. , - sanitized' atmosphere of the 
- 'Bilt .' the 1,000 men of carriers or-the Thai 'bases 
MAG-IZ-are- not here as ad· MAG-12 was stationed at 
lliSers . or planners or weap· Chulai, on South Vietnam's 
~ns systems trainers. They central coast" for five years 
u'e'here,as active U.S, com- during the height of U.S. in. 
oatants in the Vietnam war, volvement in' the war. In 
I: dwindling but still visi~le 1970, as the United States 
Jreed, still capable of stir· accelerated the withdrawal 
:ing some folks back home of its troops, MAG-12 went, 
:()- S41nd them goodies and" ,S MARINES G2: Col' 1:~' 
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rWaj.-!sStill Realfl!rMarilleAirUni( 
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..... : ;!\IARIN:ES. Fnam'Gl. -ailtthat stood between South· Its ~asic'weapoD;,tbe Sky: ment, ranging.fr01iCllxYgen '., Saigol! 'as""six bunkers" or·~ 
-'back to 1~s 110mebase 1D Vietnam' and defeat mtbe haWk,-lIa aingle-engtne let ~asks to pistols. " ,- "five fortlfied fl,hting pOIi".:· 
; ,Ja12an, But, last May; when war, MAG-12 came back far armed with bomM, rockets "This is flOmething they tions" or ~'niDe' emplace-,LI 

- ""'U;S: air power' was almol!t en !indefinite stay. and' two 20mm cannon. "It never understand in Con- ·mentl.'!·· "',' _',' ". -:::. 
~, has a single seat, which -. gress," one officer said, ech- But ·their l'eal ·.mia,Wn.·'· 
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meant that the pilot-who Ding' a common complaint. Col. Macho .. aid 11 :to Jtil1 <" 
hal. to spot, his targeta .. vil- "They don't know w~at it Communisttroopl'-,' ~::J 
ually-is also the navigator, ta~es to run an outflt like "u you kilow wherethey .. c 
bombardier and ramo opera· this." -, are," he *aid; "ali is the best·~ 
tor. In addition, all the pi· Even routine maintenance way to kill them. If I were a \: 
lata are trained to take off ,includes Such precautions as ground commander I'd. 'caIl~~ 
from and. land on aireraft sending an engin&-oil sam- for air too ': .be nid bruSb. . 
carriea if neceSlary. pIe toa laboratory for test- in,·off ' ~ugge.t10D.tbat~~ 
", MAG-12'. co~llIat1ding ot· in, after every·tO hours OfSOllth Vietnam"e, troop.·~j 
£lcer, CoL Dean C. Macho, flying, time, to aee if me,tal tend to .It bacle and wait for .• -, 
4lJ, ot Colorado Springs, uid particle.s or other forelgn air strikes instead of ,launch- ~ , 
the 8gbawk" ls an ~'air matter 1& appearing in it. ing their own attaCld, "Why;. 

.' :~~weapona··Iy8tem perfectly But there 1; also on-tbe· go one-foT-One in groUDd·:'; 
adapted ,to ttl mlISlon,",' apot repair work, as a pilot combat if you have air?", ,<, 

, close-in aupport of troops on' l'eturning from a millston ra- , The MartDe pIerie. tuno';!': 
- the around. . . dioll ahead what needs to be the air, two at a time aocordo~ 

Perhaps 50 of MAO 12' •. done. A crew i. 'waltlllg' ing to alCbedUle '4raWD.\lP.~ 
1,000 men aN! pilots. mostlY when be lands to begin the night' beiore under:ta.-"'i! 
young offieers who plan Ma- " work, immediately - 's,o' the direction of .the 7th .A&t:;~ 

. . rine Corp. ·careers, a few ,plane can go back into th& Force,. balJed' -at ;8maon".il 
Arutapolis. l1'ac1uatu; the' 'air the .azne day. . nearby Tall$onnhut..a1r hille,,!; 
otbers pr'odu~ of ROTC at There wa. no llying one which hal overall control of..;,: 

. Georgia TeCh: and Brown afternoon this week, be- the entire IndocbiDa ::6lr r 
and a teare of eSther schools. cauae of a suady ratn,. but war. ' . 'C' .'. "'-: ~ 

Even though the SlQ'hawk thet'e had been a big luccellS Once aloft, thq .trike:tar-~-
i. considered a 1ow.mainte- that morning - MAG·12 gets assigned to themily • :: 
nance plane, it takeJ the planea wiped out a fioti.JIa Of "FAC" . or forward. air con-:­
rest Of the group to keep the sampans hauling suppbes to troller, an Air Force officer; " 
30 to 35 plane. in the air, to 'North Vietnamese forces 111 in a propeller-drivlm obsery.,." 
keep their sophisticated . the MekDng Delta. ation plane who rec.ivtl fto'~ 
weapons, .safety Systeml and Over the. past week, quests for air .trikes from;, 
communications gear iune- MAG-12 plane. have hit tar- commanders on the.aroun4,-·'-: 

- tiotting Imoo~ly, and to gets uninsplr1ngIy ducribed_ Some day. ~re i&-aci:~, 
'maintain the pilot', equip. .' !nth., daily communique 1D ,mention of the .1rlarinea~i'; 
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C»I.DoIW4 Carroll oitil'ic Cit,. K1., ~IlU ... ot»baaa,e, mile. from 81.004. 
" '." '. 

" "j 
:the dailY pres. btlettbl -10. 1 ,'nt! 1I118~nel from '. riew ,Foree eollntM'pArt. 'bAH " 
~SAlgon. . ".," I,hand-held antiaircraft ~18 •. .' given tn Innumerable inter. l' 
,r . But other' day. tbere Ill', IUe i launehar being, u.e4 by , views over the ~ast seven I 

,plenty· to do, MpeclaU"" ", tM,COlnrnunilt8.. . years: j'pridl!," leadershIJl."'~ 
'when MAG la' wat :f11iitl . Asked ",hy they stgn \II) '''lIdVenturB,'' And.lil on. l 
j 01'er Anloo dtd1ng the North' ,i tot such l)otclIltiltlly hazAl'd-" sentor ,elffeel'" observed, #\ 
OVietnltnelll . l1elil'" Of . tbi, r: bua dutt, the' I'llot,s (jaV4t . i''l'bere .. ,11'8 ilw~y. Ob., ~'\: 
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By JACK FOISlE 
© 1972. Tile Los Angeles Times 

BIEN HOA, Vietnam - ' 
Even with their bags pretty 
much packed for a fadeaway 
as soon as a cease-fire is an­
nounced, the last American 
combat pilots based in Viet­
nam are flying daily strikes 
as if the war is never going 
to end. 

The pilots are not Air Force -
they are Marine aviators. 

"Naturally," a Marini! Corps 
publicist said. The Marines were 
first into Vietnam with combat 
ground troops, he said, and 
therefore "it's fitting wc should 
be the last combat aviators to 
leave," 

But Col. Dean Macho, who 
commands Marine Air Group 12, 
figures it was only an "acci­
dent" that his outfit was ord~rcd 
back to Vietnam six months ago. 
MAG12, last in Viclnam threc 
years ago, arrived at Bien Hoa 
just as the last Air Force fight· 
er-bomber squadrons were leav­
ing as part of President Nixon's' 
steady disengagement of Ameri­
can armed forces from Vietnam. 

Macho's "accident" was the 
North Vietnam offensive which 
began in April. Amcrican Air 
Force planes based in Thailand 
could reach most of the fronts to 
support embattled South Vi~t· 
nam ground troops. But the area 
a r 0 u n d Saigon and south 
through the Mekong Delta was 
too distant for the fuel·gobbling 
jets from Thai bases to be used 
effectively without mid·air reo 
fueling, 

But Macho's two squadrons of 
A4 "Skyhawk" jets, if based at 
Bien Hoa, were seen as a natu· 
ral quick·reaction close·support 
air unit to help South Vietnam­
ese troops hold embattled An 
Loc. The air·and·ground An Lac 
defense, which succeeded, frus· 
trated the North Vietnamese of· 
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fensive which may have had Sai­
gon for its ultimate objective, 

And so MAG12 island·hopped 
hurriedlv from its base at Iwa· 
,kuni, Japan, and set up oper­
ations at Bien Hoa, 2(} miles 
north of Saigon. Macho, 49, just 
a few weeks into a year's tour in 
.Tapan from his home in Colora­
do Springs, Colo., found himself 
on his second combat tour in 
Vietnam, 

Although he is supposed to be 
mostly chair-borne as a group 
commander, Macho has already 
flown more than 100 missions. 

With the An Loc battle behind 
them, MAG12 fliers in their 
single·seat, subsonic, stubby­
wing Skyhawks fly in pairs 
throughout the vast flat delta. 
They "marry up" with Ameri­
can or Vietnamese spotters in 
their light planes who mark tar­
gets to be strafed or bombed. 

Although Macho could not dis· 
cuss other missions, it is known 
that MAG12 also roams Cam­
bodian skies in support of the 
Ph nom Penh government's 
Iorcf!s. 

Even thol"5h South Vietnam's 
own air force is incrcasingly ac­
tive, Macho and his pilots still 
average 70 to 80 strikes a day, 

This level of action means that 
many Skyhawk pilots fly at least 
twice a day, By Marine aviation 
standards, Macho said, this is 
not stretching his outfit too far. 
But he does get some help fmm 
Thai-based Air Force A7 Cor· 
sairs. The Corsnirs bomb en­
route to Bien Boa, land, reload 
bombs and refuel, and bomb 
again on their way back to Thai­
land. 

The durable Skyhawks have 
taken plenty of battle damage, 
but only two MAG12 planes have 
been downed in six months of 
fighting, with one pilot killed, 
the other rescued. ' 

"We generally know where the 
bad guys have guns which can 

• . . 
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reach us," said Capt. Rich Do­
naghy of Yuma, Ariz. "But we 
have tactics to cope with the 
guns, and with the Strellas." 

Strellas are heat·seeking rock· 
ets which can be fired by Viet 
Cong on the ground. North Viet· 
namese commanders added it to 
their antiaircraft arsenal for 
this spring's offensive. 

The light losses in combat 
have made Macho's marines 
able to say that it's more dan· 
gerous on the ground than in the, 
air. During its six months at 
Bicn Hoa, the 900·man outfit has 
undergone five enemy rocket at· 
tacks, with one man killed, eight 
wounded and four planes dam· 
aged. 

Rockets have hit Macho's 
hangere office 'and -a' rocket·deto., 
nat e d ammunition explosion 
caved in the metal walls of his 
trailer home. 

Lance Cpt Edward Hubbard 
of Houston, Tex., says he doesn't 
exactly like being rocketed. 
"But it boosts my morale just I 

the same." 
As a flight line plane chief and 

mechanic, Hubbard sends bis pi. 
lots into battle and welcomes : 
them home. "RICt I don't feel in- i: 
valved in the war until there's 
incoming rockets." 

Pacific Stars & Stripef> 
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