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ivIarine Aircraft Group-13 
1 at l"iarine Aircraft '.ling 

Fleet Marine Force, Pacific 
FPO, San Francisco, California 96602 

From: Conunanding Officer 
To: Conunanding General, 1st ~'larine Aircraft 'thng 

Subj: C onunand Chronology Period 1-31 January 1968 

Ref: (a) lICO 5750.2A 
(b) I;JgO 5750.1G 

3:SLB:tjc 
5750 
Ser: 00311.4368 
12 Feb 1968 

Enc1: \( 1) lVl.{I.G-13 Command Chronology Period 1-31 January 1968 
. (2) H&NS-13 Command Chronology Period 1-31 January 1968 '\ 
:(3) 1.jJ'\.BS-13 Command Chronology Period 1-31 January 1968 I 
:!t4) VJliFA-323 Ccmrnand Chronology Period 1-31 January 1968 \ 
.J(,.5) V1'1FA-314 Conunand Chronology Period 1-31 January 1968 \. 
~6) VIvIFA-115 Command Chronology Period 1-31 January 1968 . 

./ 
1. In accordance with references (a) and (b), the subject report is 
submitted as enclosures (1) through (6). 

2. Upon removal from the subject report this letter is downgraded to 
Unclassified. 
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FART ONE: ORGJUlJIZ1\.TIONAL mTA 

1 • Commanders and Staff 

a. Headquarters, l<-iAG-13 (1-31 January) 

NAME 

ED~'JARD N. LE FAIVRE 
PHILIP D. SHUTLER 
lliJ.A.RTIN J. tlASAR 
ANTHONY B. KOUNA 
C.ARL E. R. 1::lLACK 
ROGER A. GURLEY 
HilltB.iJlT V. LUNDI1IT 
FI1Al'JK 1). TOPLEY 
DON J. $I.Eg 

b. H&1-IS-1) (1-)1 January) 

NANE 

PAUL L. SIIDMUND 
HARRY E. TAYLOR 
JAI~iES S. GAHAGAN 
hAi:Will G. D~\1 
HARRY H.. ::i.l'iITH 

c. JliJA.BS-13 (1-31 January) 

LEitOY A.. I"iADERA 
JOHJ.\1 1. HUDSON 
HAROLD E. If.[LSON 
GEORGE ~1. :t<rlITSCHI 
DANIEL I. CARROll, 
CALEB G. DUNN 

d. vt·1FA-)2) (1-)1 January) 

HARRY T. hAGiU'LAN 
PAUL G. BOOZIvIAN 
Em-lARD R. BAILEY 
tJILLIAN: J. NORTHLICH 
HETh.'RY G. HILLER JR. 
iWli:1 E. DOUGLAS 
D&~~IS F. O'BLQCK 
\JARREl\l A. FERDINAIm 

BILLET 

co 
XO 
ADJ 
SGTIIAJ 
S-1 
3-2 
5-) ( 1-12 Jan) 
3-) (1)-)1 Jan) 
3-4 

BI1I..ET 

CO 
XO 
FLTOPSO 
A/e 1I1AINTO 
ADi.vIINO 

BILLET 

CO 
XC 
ADl11INO 
BASEOPSO 
BASESERVO 
SGT1-lAJ 

BILLI!.'T 

CO 
XO 
8-1 
5-2 
5-) 
3-4 ( 1-12 Jan) 
3-4 (1)-)1 Jan) 
A/C ~JiAINTO 

1-1 UNCLASSIll'~ED 
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RANK 
T/o--ACTUAL 

COL COL 
1TeOL L'1'COL 
CAPT UO-1 
3GT'JiAJ SGTMAJ 
l-lAJ IlfillJ 
l'mJ HAJ 
lJl'COL LTCOL 
L'1'OOL LTOOL 
'('TCOL LTeOL 

RANK 
ILQ-ACTUAL 

1'1'COL LTCOL 
I,IAJ EM 
l·lAJ IviAJ 
¥lA.J LTOOL 
LT 1STLT 

RANK 
IL.Q ACTUAL 

LTCOL 1TCOL 
MAJ l'ltlJ 
V~U CiNO-4 
lJiAJ I/JAJ 
l-lM I'1M 
SG'i'ivIAJ SG'l'J.'J:,M 

RANK 
ti,Q--ACTUAL 

LTCOL LTCOL 
llJA.J NAJ 
LT liljJl.J 
LT CAPT 
~iil.J lflAJ 
-liO CAPT 
\u~O CAPT 
IiiAJ !,ulJ 

p.:,." ..... 
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e. VMFA-314 (1-31 January) " .. ," ~ .. <J .,.i;~~::·~~ 

NM<ill BILLET 

i-RANK D. TOPL1!."'Y CO ( 1-13 Jan) 
HERBERT V. LUiITDIN CO (14-31 Jan) 
ROBt!:RT H. SCHUL'IZ XO 
'\jJLLIAl"I D. BAUER S-l 
RICHARD il. BARTON 3-2 (1-15 Jan) 
RONALD bi. iiliON 5-3 
ivlARTIN II. ]):IbREDITH S-4 
GJJ:RALD E .~JALSH A/C HAINTO 

f. VNFA-115 (1-31 Janua'ry) 

NAIll]]; BILLBT 

RICHARD ~. C~Y CO ( 1-16 Jan) 
GERALD \'J. VAUGHAN CO (17-31 Jan) 
CARL L. BATTI5TONE XO 
DARRYL R. GRIFFING 3-1 
ROBERT E. BARKER S-2 
JACOB i/. hOORE 8-3 
DENIS L. SHORTAL 3-4 
CHARLES L. Zil.J\TGJl.S A/C lvIAINTO ( 1-16 Jan) 
JAlW· R. TfiROGI'lORTON A/C lvIAINTO (17-31 Jan) 

2. Task Organization and Unit Location 

Organization 1ocation 

VlAG-13 
H&14S-13 
~'l1\.BS-13 
W1FA-323 
VNFA-314 
vr-1FA-314 
VIViF 11.-115 
Vr.iFA-115 

CHU LAI, RVN 
CHU LAI, RVIIT 
CHU LAI, RVN 
CHU LA1, RVN 
CHU LAI, RVN 
CHU LAI, RVN 
CHU LAl, RVIIT 
CHU LAI, RVN 

Commanding Officer 

COL EDV1ARD iii. I.E £AIVRE 
LTC01 PAUL L. SIEG~UND 
1TCOL lliROY A. HADERA 
1TCOL HAHRY T. IiAGAiWll 
1TC01. fRANK D. 'l'OPLll.'Y 
LTCOL Hilil.&:RT V. LUNDIN 
LTC01 RICHARD E. CAREY 
LTC01 GERALD vi. VAUGHAN 

1-2 
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RANK 
UQ ACTUAL 

LTCOL LTCOL 
LTC01. LTCOL 
HAJ LTCOL 
LT MAJ 
LT CAPT 
lVi1I.J NAJ 
\/0 VlAJ 
IvIAJ EM 

RANK 
ILQ--ACTUAL 

LTCOL LTCOL 
LTC01. LTCOL 
!'IAJ 1TC01 
1T CAPT 
LT 15TLT 
l-i1I.J I"lAJ 
ViO CA.PT 
IeJAJ lviA.J 
FiAJ M.itJ 

Date of Office 

1-31 Jan 
1-31 Jan 
1-31 Jan 
1-31 Jan 
1-13 Jan 

14-31 Jan 
1-16 Jan 

17-31 Jan 
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SECRET 

3. Average I-ionthly Strength 

USHC 

Squadron NA NEQ AG Enlisted 

H&lvIS-13 15* 6 25 414 
MAB5-13 4 0 14 466 
~IFA-323 19 15 5 241 
VMFA-314 16 14 4 253 
Vl\iFA-115 11 11 .Ji ...lli. 

IvU\.G-13 71 52 52 1625 

USN 

Officers Enlisted 

o 0 
3 19 
1 0 
1 (1-30) 0 
1 0 

6 19 

*This figure includes one NAP - IvlGySgt J. A. CONROY 

4. Important Visitors to the Command 

a. General Leonard f? CHAPl·iAN Jr., Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
visited lv.i:arine Aircraft Group-13 on 7 January 1965 and viewed the operating 
areas of all squadrons. 

b. Senator NOSS from the state of Utah visited i'Iarine Aircraft Group-13 
on 30 January 1965. He visited the flight line, hot pad, ~ms briefed by 
Group 3-3 and ,~tnessed a typical aircraft launch and recovery. 

"(UNCLASSIFIED. 
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• 
Narine Aircraft Group-13 flew 1675 combat sorties for 1926.5 combat 

hours in January. 3161.223 t~ns of ordnance were dropped by this group. 

Operations supported included Kentucky, Niagara, Scotland, Lancaster, 
Wallowa, Shock Four and the Ashau Valley Campaign. ¥tissions flown included 
Close Air Support, Deep Air Support, Tally Ho, Steel Tiger, Helicopter 
Escort, Landing Zone Preparation, Visual Reconnaissance, Air to Air Intercept 
Practice Scramble and TPQ. 

Significant BDA included 24 KHA confirmed, 13 KBA probable, 166 structures 
destroyed and 52 structures damaged. (Complete list in para 9, Part Three) 

During the month of January, j\lIAG-13 lost one F-4B to ground fire and 
four F-4B's to a rocket attack on 31 January 1968. The aircraft downed 
by grcund fire was hit l'rhile conducting Close Air Supp:.rt in the Khe Sanh 
area. The plane became engulfed in flames and uncontrollable. Both cre1~en 
ejected safely and vlere picked up by helicopter and returned to Chu Lai. 

On 31 January at 0400, ~~G-13 was subjected to an intense rocket attack 
at which time the area received some 31 rc:unds of 122 lill'I rocket fire. 
One rocket impacted directly on a bunker containing seven MAG-13 officers. 
Two of the officers were killed instantly and one died later on the way to 
the hospital. The remaining four officers sustained minor to severe injuries. 

Damage to the Jl.lfl.G-13 area was concentrated in the Hangar, flight line 
and officer living area. The coming of daylight brought about repair work 
on hangars, revetment areas and living quarters. HAG-13 'l;la5 in the air 
again at noon on the 31st of January. 
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• 
f;IRT TIi1iliE: SIGNIFICAl.Ill' EVilllfTS 

1. Personnel 

During the month of January, I-iarine Aircraft Group-13 hed a. loss of 
thirteen (13) officers and two hundred and thirty-six (236) enlisted personnel 
due to rotation and transfers. During this same period, seventeen (17) 
officers and one hundred and sixty-fi~e (165) enlisted personnel reported 
to the Group for duty. 

2. Administration. During the reporting period, 4 officers and 24 enlisted 
personnel were promoted. ~ 31 January, MAG-13 had $9.S7% participation 
in the Savings Bond Program. 

3. Awards. There were nine (9) Air Nedals and stars in lieu of medals 
received by members of this command. 

4. Casualties 

Non-hostile Casualties 

a. Total for January-•...•.•.•...•...............•...• 14 
b. Total Returned to Duty •••••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 6 
c. Total ]:ledEvac ....................................... 4 
d. Total Number of Man Days Lost •••••••••••••••••••• 134 

Hostile Casualties 

a. Killed in Action .......••••..••.•..•..•...••.•.•.•. 3 
b. vlounded in .Action .................................... 5 
c. 1\lissing in Action •.....•.•.•........•..••.•••..•••• 0 

5. Civic Action. English classes have been started by volunteers from 
WJ.FA-323 in Long Phu I. Much interest has been sho'l'm. "d th many of the 
adult people of the hamlet attending. 

Ten NCO's and Officers attended the 1st r,jil.1rJ Personal Hesponse School 
held at Chu Lai. The officers and men returned to their units ready to 
carryon their individual Personal Response Programs. Other units outside 
of ~mG-13 have asked our NCO's to conduct Personal ftesponse Classes in their 
units. 

Numerous personnel attended dinners in the hamlet in celebration of TET. 
Unfortunately the joyousness was cut short due to the increased VC activity 
in the area. 

6. Intelligence. Briefing and debriefing of aircre~re and orientation to 
new air crews i .. ere conducted. Publication of the 't-.reekly S-2 "Tactical 
Brief" continued (see Supporting Documents, Part Four). The booklet lr~fuo 
Are the Viet Cong1l has been distributed on a continuing basis to all officers 
and SNCO's. 

III-1 
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General intelligence briefs are given each Thursday by the Group Intelligence 
Officer for Sergeants and below. \Jeekly intelligence briefs are also 
given to the Group Guard dealing with the Chu Lai TAOR. 

7. Industrial Relations. HAG-13 presently haS 43 LNC under employment. 

8. Airfield Operatirjns. All facilities are operational at the ~'jest field. 
East field was utilized twice as emergency back-up for jet aircraft while 
\f/est field was dmm with fr)uled deck. 

There were 35,930 takeoffs and landings at Chu Lai Air Base. The 
joint service Air Freight and Passenger Terminal handled 14,702 passengers, 
3,S9S tons of cargo and 673 Air ~1edical Evacuation Patients. Launch and 
recovery made 1,445 aircraft arrestments, of which 23 Were declared emergencies; 
a cumulative total of 12,890. 

9. Combat Operations 

Squadron 

H&NS-13 
VHF1\.-323 
VIvTF A. -314 
Vl'1FA-115 

TF-9J 
F-4B 
F-4B 
F-4B 

Total 

Operations Supported 

Kentucky 
Niagara 
Scotland 

Sorties 

71 
52l~ 
530 
i2Q 

1675 

Lancaster 
lJvallowa 
Shock Four 

Significant Bomb Damage Assesment 

Hours 

92.7 
500.6 
586.5 
666.7 

1926.5 

Ashau Valley 
Tally Ho 
BarCap 

KBA (Confimed) •..•.••...•....•••..••••.•..•.•.•..•....•.••• 24 
KBA (Probable) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 13 
Structures (Destroyed) ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 166 
Structures (D~aged) ••••.•••••••••.•.••••.••••.••.••••.••••• 52 
Bunkers (Destroyed) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l22 
Bu.nkers (Damaged) ••....••.••••••••.•••••••.••••••••.••...••• 23 
Secondary Explosions ••.•••••••••••••••••••••.•••..•••••••••• 28 
Secondar,y Fires •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 
Trenchline Destroyed (meters) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 205 
Road Cuts ••••••••.•••.•••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 99 
FoI'<i Cuts •••••••••••••••.••.••....••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery (Destroyed) •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2 
Automatic -h'iTeapons Positions (Destroyed) •••••••••••••••••••••• 7 
Tulmel Complexes ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1 
Bridges (Destroyed) ••••••••.•.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• 2 
Trucks ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l Destroyed/1 Damaged 
Livestock •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• l Pig Destroyed 

1II-2 
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10. Base Development 

Aerology sections of·MAG-12 and MAG-13 were combined to form an airfield 
weather .service. The new aerology section is located in front of the old 
tower. 

A new rotating beacon was installed on top of the H&~ffi-13 hangar. It 
is of the stateside type with the split white beam. 

The mess hall '!>!as equipped with nine 50 KVA transformers. These are 
to provide power for the newly installed electrical fixtures and appliances. 

11. MoraleAVelfare. January brought the arrival of Chaplains John J. NOLAN 
and Ralph V. S1U1PLi.£.S and the departure of Chaplain Wayne L. NIEDERHUTH. 
MAG-13 now haB its own Catholic and Protestant chaplains full time. 

R&R continues to maintain high morale within this command. Nearly all 
quotas for R&R are fulfilled. Scheduled movies and floor shows are well 
received and attended. 

12. Training. MAG-13 personnel had the benefit of a presentation by the 
Americal Division Counterintelligence Team on the 13th of January. They 
brought out many points of interest in their talk called "Patriotism, Drugs 
and You". 

A representative of the 3rd Hilitary Police Bn, gave a IINarihuana 
Preventions and Problems ll presentation on the 22nd of January. It was 
presented to officers and SNCO's and pointed out the recognition signs and 
countermeasures to use against the drug. 

Aircrews had the benefit of a presentation on the 14th of January by 
LtCol LKvITS from Vl'ICJ-l. The talk was mainly on the capabilities of the 
EA-6 and EF-l0 aircraft. The role of VI'ICJ-l in the Rolling Thunder was 
presented along with points of interest for ¥mG-13 aircrews flying BARCAP 
missions in support of the EA-6. 

Another presentation on the 19th of January was on the 11rDS. Members of 
the various Air Control Squadrons presented IliAG-13 air crews some of the 
capabilities and limitations. of the system. 

Normal on-the-job/technical training continued within each unit of the 
group. 

The breakdown for schools attended in Januar,y is as follows: 

JEST 
KY 28 
Exchange Operations 

4 
12 

1 

Enbarkation 
Vietnamese Language 
EOD 

III--J 
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13. Electronic Countermeasures. The installation of the II::iHOEHOlu~n ECM/ 
l1arning equipment continued during the month of January. 
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PJillT FOUR: SUPPORTING DOCmlENTS 

TABLE OF CONTEI~TS 

~G-13 S-2 TACTICAL ERIEF DTD 7 JfU~UARY 1968 •••••••••••••••• APfEl{DIX 1 

~MAG-13 S-2 TACTICAL BRIEF DTD 14 JANUIlRY 1968 •••••••••••••••• APPENDIX 2 
I 

j MAG-13 3-2 'l'AmTICAL BRIEF DTD 21 JANUARY 1968 •••••••••••••••• APPENDIX .3 
! J MAG-13 3-2 TACTICAL BRIEF DTD 28 J~~UARY 1968 •••••••••••••••• APPlli~uIX 4 
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TO BE ])]sTROYED BY BURNING OI~Y 

MAG-13 3-2 TACTICAL BRIEF 
7 JilNUARY 1968 ",: 

In Decenroer 1967, reports were received.from intelligence sources 
that the enenw planned an offensive effort which was to start after 
Christmas 0 The enemy's objective was to regain control of the people of 
the coastal areas of I Corps and to tie down Free World Forces in yet 
another battle ar.ea~ 

. Events since ahristn-.as Day indicate that reports of the "winter­
springll, offensive were not just speculation, The anentV' has attacked nWll­
erous government installations in the ahu Lsi area.. ARVN troops south 
of Chu Lai have made heavy contact with Viet Cong units.. The Americal 
Division is heav.i,l.v e!1gaged :1.n its Wheolel'Jil\Tallm-m area of operation" 
:tn ilh.arP cO.l)traoJ1 to l"wt" wcuk;, The enemy has paid heavily in his 
attacks and has no significant successes to show for his efforts. 

On 28 and 29 December, the 2nd AR.VN Division encountered enenw' 
forces in the Quang Ngai area, 20 miles south of Chu Laia The enenw suf­
fered 97 KIA and lost ten weapons in these two engagements. ARVN troops 
fought an ost~mated reinforced va battalion in an all day engagement" 16' 
miles south ot Chu Lai on 31 December. Once again the enenw paid heavily' 
as 111 va were killed and 11 va ,·;rere captured. TAA ARVNs also oaptured 
31 weapons, 

At 0200, on 2 Januar.1, four hours before the New Years Day truce 
was due to end, the eI1J-3tny attacked two government headquarters in the 
Chu Lai areao Ly Tin District Headquarters, three miles north on High­
way One, repelled a VC mortar and ground attack (see separate artiole). 
A t the same time" the ARVN compound at Nghia Hanh, 26 miles south ot Chu 
Lai came under mortar and recoilless rifle fire. Gunships of the 3rd 
Brigadel4th Infantry Division helped drive away the attacking VC. The 
enemy lost 12 KIA by body count and six FWs. ']wenty wenpons Were captured. 
Villagers west of Nghia Hanh reported that the va had passed their way 
c<lr-rying IItr.any dead and wounded"o 

Early on the morning of 3 Januar.1" elements of the 2nd NVA Division 
launched mortar and. ground attaoks on two i"riendly positions in t~e Wheel­
erIWallowa area of operations. At the Same time ~Pf@~ other positions 
were receiving harrassing mortar and small arms fire. The enenw also 
used 122 mm rockets in these attacks. The twA did succeed in overrunning 
part of one position" but uere driven off by artillery firing at point­
blank range into the oncoming enemy. The enen:w broke contact at daybreak 
but sporadio contact continued throughout the day. The enemy lost heavi­
ly in these attacks, l-lith ,329 NVA or va killed confirmed by body count. 
About 50 weapons were captured including a flamethrower, mortars, and 
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recoilless rines. A 'number of PWs were captured and should shed some 
light on the enemw's intentions o 

Alao on the morning of 3 January, at 0400 Danang Air base 't'llas hit 
by about 30 122 mm roCketso The attack lasted onlY about 15 minutes as 
an AC-47 spotted the attackers and took them under fire. A patrol the 
next morning i'ound 80 abandoned rockets in the launch area, indicating 
tr.at the enemw had to break off his attack prematureq. Damage to Danang 
Air Base itself was light and casualties were minimal. Marine and Air 
Force units cnrried out their assigned missions on the day oi' the attack 
with no delays. 

ATTACK ON LY TIN 

The Ly Tin District Headquarters, three miles northwest of" MAG-13 
on Highway One, is the government's civil, and military headquarters for 
an area' roughly corresponding to a county in the U. S D In addition to 
handling the civil and administrative functions for a civilian unit of 
county size, the Distr:i.ct is also responsible for police protection., 
The District Chief is a1.so tl":'...o local military commander as well as head 
of the civilian government~ and commands the Popular Forces of the District o 

A District Headquarters is thus a lucrative target for the ve. Des­
truction of a District Headquarters leaves the area. without a ciVilian 
government and undermines the confidence of the people in the gOVerDr~entfs 
abiJJ.ty:to defend them~ These are the reasons the VC choose to attack 
Ly Tino 

The enemy coordip?t~d his ground attack with a mortar barrage and 
used a 57 mm recoilless rifle to knock out defensive positions in the 
Headquarters compoundQ The enen:w blew gaps in the defensive wire wi'bh 
Bangalore torpedoes and succeeded in brenching the perimeter at one point. 
HO"t'ITever" the Popular Forces drove off the attackers with the timely as­
sistance of two Arrrry APe s from Hill 69.. Seven of the sappers who pene- " 
trated the perimeter were cut down by 50 caliber fire at 50 yard range. 
The VC entered the area at 0600 to recover dead and wounded and was driven 
off again with the aid of Americal DiviSion gunships. 

Tho Headquarters itself suffered light damage from the attack and 
casualties among the PFs were light. The Ml\.CV advisor team suffered no 
casualties. The AY!CTJY estimates 47 VC killed, with 32 enemy bodies being 
recovered. One va was captured, along with 26 individual weapons. A 57 
mm recoilless rifle and five B-40 rocket launchers were captured. 

The attackers are believed to be two companies of a Main Force 
Sapp8r Battalion, probably the same unit that attacked Chu Lcd in April 
19670 The sappers wore supported by a local force va company. 

The enenv attack was carefully pla~med and was coordinated with har­
rassing attacks on other "nearby friendly units. CAP K-5, further north 
on Highway One was hit by mortars and heavy small arms firo o The AI'lI\Y 
units on Hill 69 were hit by harrassing fire, and culverts were blown for 
some distance north on Highway One. 
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NEVI YEARS RESOLUTIONS 

The following message from CG, tn MAF was rec::lived by this command. 
Although it is directed 'to all officers and Staff NCOs, it is of general 
interest to all members of the command: 

"In the beginning of each I~ew Year, it is traditional for us to make 
Iresolutions 1 to do" or avoid .. certain things during the ensuing year .. 
As militar.r men, we have unde~taken the responsibility of leadership 
during warfare" and in the little things we do or fail to do may result 
in the sAving or loss of men's lives. I believe those resolutions whioh 
better our role in providing professional leadership will not onlY im­
pl~ve the efficiency of our units but will also pay dividen~s in lives 
saved both on and off the battlefieldo Toward this end, I offer you~aB 
troop leaders, same resolutions to improve your effectiveness during 
the cOming year: 

"A, To meticulously supervise all subordinates in the care and handling 
of individual weapons" with particular emphasis upon strict observance 
of safe~y procedureso 

liB. To demand strict fire control discipline in the employment of all 
weapons, not only to insure that the rilles of engagement are not viola­
ted, but also to insure that there is no needless endangering of non­
combatants during engagements c Particular care is required in the tar~ 
geting and laying of indirect fire weapons. ' 

"c., To insist upon obedience to all safety procedures by the operators 
of motor vehicles, machiner.r and heavy equipment, and to take immediate 
corrective action when safety regulations, including those demanded by 
common sense, are being VUJ).I':t(Jd-o" 

UD" To be ~ntolerant of mistakes and carelessness on the part of your­
self and your subordinates and to devote time to the study of appropri­
ate field manuals so that your battlefield actions and qccisions will 
be professionalo 

"Eo To be ale..--t to the personal problems of subordinates, and to take 
appropriate action to forestall greater problems. ' 

"These are but a few of the resolutions which you, as a 'small unit lead .. 
or can adopt to imprOVe your efficiency and productivity. I amcanvinced 
that those, coupled with other resolutions you may impose upon yoUrself, 
will go far totvard saving hwnan lives and contribute immeasureably to 
the accomplishment of our mission. 

I1My best wishes for continued success to you and your men dumng the 
New Year." 

Commanding General, III }~ 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

DECLASSIFIED 



~ OFlICIAL USE~~~. 
HOT TO BBin.::'OVED FROH 
I'JAG .. 13 C.lUiTOiITEI1EifJ1J: 

DECLASSIFIED 

TO BE DtSTROYED BY BURl'Ulll ONLY 

. I 

IIAG-13 8-2 Ti~CTICAL J3RIL'F 
14 JAHUiJtY 1968 

ROOKLT ATTACKS CO:1Tnm 
; 
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As part of his "Winter-Bpcing Offensive", the enemy has launched 
tuo rocket attacks in the Danang area since 'the begirming at the new year. 
There is evidence that at least two other rocket attacks on Danang 't-Jore ; 
aborted bccnuse Narine patrols discovered the launching sites and U.cs­
troycd the previously constructed empl.:lcements. 

The first rocket attack was on the morning of· 3 January.. The en­
emy launched 30 122 mIn rockets at Danang Air Base. Casualties 'Vlere 
light, with only one man boing seriously 'tlTounded. Three ,&ircratt were 
destroyod and 16 wore damaged to varying degrees. Damage to the base 
itself v18S light. 

Damage l'ITould have been much g:roator if tho onomyhad boen a1b(J..e to 
complete his attack. 1m il.C-47 "Spooky" aircraft spotted the attackers 
at the launch site. The aircrflft imnled1ately took the enomy under fire 
and forced him t9 proak.off the attaCk 15 minutes after tho first rocket 
wns firad. Tho Eln~ was forced to loave sOlnQ of his amarnent behind. 
The next morn,ing a l'Lsrinopatrol chocked th~ launch site and discovered 
80 unfired rockets, Tho. L'mnch site liaS abyut 8000 motors southwest of 
the Air Base. . 

Tho enCI1\V launched his second att.aok at 2200 oh 7 Jtmunry. The 
target for this attack WI:IS the F0rco Logistic COl11'7lal1d faCility, fJur 
miles l1orth~rc:::t of Danang J .. ir Base.. Forty-tow 122 rocltets 11ere fired. 
The rockets impacted in n billeting ere!) and at thu COll1!l1 centor. No 
one l~as Idllod in tho attack, although 29 li<'lrinos were wounded. 

At about tho same time, a nearby Soa Bco btltta1ion received one 
l1.~o null roclmt. The rocket did no dl.lmago hOl;evor. This is the first 
report of tho enemy employing a 140 mm rocket in his current -,offensive. 

OPrru~TIOH 1'lHJ~3Lrn/VjJ.LO\/A 

The 2nd lWA Division continues to strike at troops of the innerical 
Division. Sinco the onor.JY started his attaeks on the Americal .]n 3 
January, 1,109 lWA and VC tro',)ps hnvo boon killod. 

The enor:w has used every lJC<lpOn in his arsenal fl'om small arms to 
122 tnn1 rockets. Ho has omploycd t2ctics ranging from ambushos to huraan 
wavo attacks, but has not overrun any Mil£;rical Di'Visi)n unit yet. On 3 
January, a friondly positbn "laS penetrated but concontr3tod artillory 
firG,ffirod point blank, broke up tho attack. J~n iamorical company 'Was 
cau~ht in an ambush on 6 Jnnunry. Out of 10) men in tho unit" 19 woro 
ldlled, "J'Ounded, or missing. The NVA \"Tere not able to ov.orrun the com­
pany perimctor.~Jhen holp arrived, 24 NVA bodies were f:)und alcll1g 

- with 16 weapona.,-
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ESPIONAGE: P.AST AN!) PRESENT 

Espiona~o is far frtJm a now c!:mCopt in warfare. The earliest 
rl;ports ot ~P'Jint?; ~g, in ~he Bible ,and {late _b.~9k bet')ro Christ. Ro­
garding spymg, tho 'Biblo says" lITho Lord sp~V:l:J'unto Moses saying, 
tSend mon, that they may search tho land .. ' And i>iosos sent them to SPY' 
out tho land and the peoplo, vlhether they bostrong or woak" fow or 
many. And what the land is, ""hether it be go.)d, or bad, and what cities 
they dwell in , .. hotbor in tents or str~ngholds.11 

Espionage, or the act ot apying, haS boc orne increasingly important 
in modern warfare. Production capability" ra1-1 material supplies, tech­
nical development, and sciontit1c discoveries play such a major role in 
determining tho~~tor. 

In Vietnam, espionage is conducted daily against Mantle units. VC 
intelligence sorvices diligently sook informati:)n :)Il a variety of sub ... 
jects: Uarine Corps strcn3th, equipment" planned ;)perations, and deten­
ses. Agents arc interested in 6vorytbing from general informatbn avaU­
ablo in newspapors, even Stars & Stripes, to highlY classified informa­
tion vital to our s(;curity. All Harl,.nes haw some intormati:Jn the enenv 
would like to haw,; be it on personnel, operations, oquipment" or 
installatiDns. . 

To gain some tnsight intothc etfeetivona~s of VC espionage, the 
following is presented as an example o 

In carly 1966, a l~rino search and destroy operation disoovarod 
il11plJrtant :l,ntclligence items in a va tunnel complex. One of tho itetoB 
was a complete drawing of a large U. S. installation. The drawing pin­
pointed all tho unitlJCati::ll1S with Mtations as to tho types ot de­
fensea-.. The int'ol'1118tbn on the r,lap was collected over a relatively 
short period of tir.~,by highly trained Viet Cong espionago agents. 
'rho ener~ collectsscomingly unrelated bits of information to create 
a biG p~Q,ureJ just as our Hilitary Intelligence does. 

Sinco thQ end ot 1966, tho Viet Oon~ have increased thoir ospion­
a~o eUorts against ~Iarino units in I Corps. 

Each individual Marine has a part in provonting thG Viet Co~'S frem 
obtaining vitEll information. As a starting point" it sh::)Uld be notod 
that miUt8ry business ana discusai')n of military information should be 
conducted in the office or sh:Jp and n:lt in the barracks, the club, or 
in An Tan. 

FOR O:&'FIC1AL U·J]~ ONLY 

2 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

~'. ,j • • FOR OFFICIAL USE OULY 

RADIO HANOI Sl.YS: 

The follot~1ng is Rudio Hanoi's version of the 11 April 1967 
mortar attack on Chu Loi: 

"Too Libcratbn Armed l"·.')rcos in Quang l1am Provinee (5-2 commonts l 
Chu Lai is in Quang tin Province) dostroyed )8 aircrnft, mostly jets, in' ,$ 

a fierce mart[-lr attack on the U. 5. Airbasc in Chu Lai on the night of 
11 April, .according to Giai POOng Ageilol'. The lJLF simultaneously 
la1.mChed a violent attack on the c01Tll::and of the U. S. Ngimont and enol1W 
unit defonding the air base. 

nAfter only three minutes shellinB, apart from the aforsaid number 
of aircraft destroyod, 415 G. I.IS most of them officers, pilots, and 
tcchniciuIlB, were ldlled ~r 'Wounded. Tho LAF turned the. air base into a 
sea of fire, thus para1y~,; it for two days. 

"The next morning, three M-113 .APCs which moved out from the air­
base were hit by tho guerillas mncs and set ablaze. l~ll 65 I_Qks aboarg, 
the vehicles 'tvero 'killed or 'Woundod. ! 

ftThis was the sixth attack mounted by tno Lb.F on this air ba SO 

since October 1965. In these attacks, tno LAF dostroyed altogether 
220 aircraft And \1iped out moro than 1500 G. I.'s." 

Another broadcast gave the communist version of earlier attacks ·on 
Dllnang and Chu Llli~ 

tlln t'ttlO assaults upon Danang Air Base, • •• , the Patriotic Armed 
Forces wipod out marly 1600 G. I. Is, and destroyed 110 aircraft, 231 
vehicles and the rQdar center, and burned a storage of over two million 
liters of gas,)lino. Tho attack on 5 Hareh against tho Chu Lai Marine 
Air Base rosultod in 300 U. S. cns~,lties and 40 aircraft dostrqyed." 

5-2 comment: These broadcasts :?ire obviously untrue and for prop ... 
aganda purposes only. The sad fact is that mUlions of people who have 
no other SO:lrco of inf'ormatbn beliove this sort ot thing to bo truo. 

HAG-I) BDJ. aOOJ..P 

In the i.eak of 5-12 J~nual'Y', :&G-13 aircraft was credited with the 
fIJllowing Bomb Damage /\ssessment; 

19 bunkers destroyed and 1 damaged 
28 structuros dostroyed ~nd 9 damasod 
12 secondary explosi:ms and 2 secondary fires 
27 road cuts 
6 I{Bl~,(Col1fir~led~ KBA Pr::>bables are 110 longer reported • 
.3 trencl1linos dama,:r,odJI' destroyed 
4 ford outs 

It should be noted that the abovo BDl. is only that ropJrten. by 
ForW';rd l~ir and Ground OontrJllcrs only. It d:)es nat include BDil 
from unobsorvod im:J8CtS or from radflr controllod drops. 
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NAG-13 S-2 TACTICAL BRIEF 
21 JA11UARY 1968 

OPERATIOn MUSCATIlJE 

Operation !·fuscatine has been in progress for one month to the 
south of Chu Lai. The area of operations is between Binh Son and 
Quang iJgai City. Units of the America1 Division have been conducting 
search and destroy operations trying to root out the remaining Viet Cong 
in the area. 

Up to 20 January, troops of the Americal Division have been credit­
ed with 353 kills in the lfuscatine area of operation. A total of 101 
enemy weal:lons hnve been Q.aptured. 

In the largest single encounter of the operation, a reconnaissance 
unit from the Americal killed 80 Viet Cong and captured ten. more on 17 
January. In addition 35 individual weapons were captured. The Arnu 
unit suffered only two wounded, neither of Whom required evacuation. 
This engagement took pl.aoe 16 miles southeast of Chu Lai. 

BATTERIES AIID BOOBY TRAPS 

The Viet Cong use discarded batteries from U. S. communication 
and electronic equipment as a power source to detonate mines and booby 
traps. Even simple flashlight batteries can be ~sed to supply enough 
power to detonate a mine. . 

To prevent the Viet Cong from USing discarded batteries against 
friendly troops, all batteries must be dostroyed and properly disposed 
of. While a battery may be too weal<: to supply sufficient power to a 
radio or flashlight, it may still contain enough energy to detonate an 
explosive charge. Batteries should not be discarded in trash barrels as 
much of l1AG-13' s trash ends up outside the cantonement where enemy hands 
can carefully salvage all usable gear. 

To destroy a battery, it is necessary to completoly destroy its 
inner cells or cells. A smashed battery may still contain good cells. 
The battery jacket Should be torn open to expose the cells. Fora one 
cell battery, such as a flashlight battery" this is not necessary. All 
cells can then be cut into pieces and the severed pieces smashed. 

Batteries can also be destroyed by burning, or they can be turned 
over to EOD for destruction. 
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COHl11.JNIST EXPLOITATI01'J OF PRISOl~ERS 

Recently several Combined Action units near Danang were overrun by 
the Viet Cong. Tt-JO of the l'iarines who t1Tere captured by the VC have been 
put on display in some of the villages north of Danang" according to in­
telligence sources.~ The VC are displaying them to villagers to show 
that American Harmes I1re not invincible. 

Although this type of exploitation is a violation of the prisoner's 
rights according to the Geneva Convention, the conununists continue to 
try to extract all possibie propaganda value from their captives. 

Typical is the follo~ing radio bro~dcast fram Hanoi, which is 
supposed to be a letter to Ameridan servicemen from a captured ~~rine: 

. "To my fellow soldiers: 11y name is LOpl Richard Gordon Burgess 
2094229, formerly part of itA" Company, 3rd Battalion, 1st 1-1arines. 
(S-2 comment: There is no "All Company in the 3rd Battalion of any 
11arine Regiment.) 

. ItI was captured by the South Vietnam National Liberation Force on 
25 September 1966 north of Quang Tri Province. (S-2 comment: 3/1 has 
never operated "north of Quang Tri Province".) Since that time, I have 
been given the opportunity to come into contact l..rith the Vietnamese peo:o­
ple and to understand the truth about this dirty W;'1r tormch you are hav­
ing to w"ke part in.. I am very proud that I have this chance to tell 
you about the unju,st war that our government ~ waging here in Vietnam •.. 

. ~,' 'I ' 

"Before I came to Vietnam, I was told by Ti\Y superiors that I would 
be fighting for the freedom of the South VietQamesa people and to stop 
the spread of comnrunism. I was also told that if I ware captured I 
would either be killed or tortured., 

"But both of the above are quite the contrary. The cause of my 
being captured was a wou'lli in ~ right arm Where mY elbow USed to be. 

III am very thankful to the doctors and staff for saving my arm. 
Even when there were times when the infoction in my arm got very bad, 
the doctors never gave up hope of saving it. 

"From the hospital I WlS taken to a camp, which is where I learned 
the truth about this dirty, immoral, and illegal war that our govern­
ment is carrying on here in Vietnam. The Vietnamese people are not out 
for American blood. They are fighting only for their independence, 
democracy, freedom, and the reunification of their country. 

"As you know, after the defeat of the French colonialists in l'ljay 
1954 and after the Geneva Agreements were Signed in J~ 1954, the 
people of Vietnam were to hold a general free election no later than 

. July 1950 to gain the reunification of their country. This "laS in ao­
cordance with the 1954 Geneva Agreoments. 
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"But step by step our government violat'ed the 1954 GeneVa Agree:­

ments and prevented the Vietnamese people from holding the general free 
elections that vJere to be held in July of 1956. It waged the agressive· 
war in Vietnam. 

flIt is a dirty, immoral" and illegal war that our Government is 
waging against the Vietnamese people. The 1954 Geneva Agreements pro­
hibited foreign ll1terforence" stating that there was to be no interfer­
ence in the Vietnamei;)e people's political affairs from any other coun­
try, and strictly T)rohibiting planes, weapons, and troops from being: 
brought into ViE;ltnam. But the U. S. Government violated and sabotaged 
the Geneva Agreements by bringing planes, woapons, and troops into Viet~ 
nam and also constructed hundreds of strategic bases in South Vietnam. 
The United States has used in South Vietnam planes, artiller,rl and toxiq 
chemicals to kill innocent people" kill the livestock, and destroy crops. 

-
tiThe people of Vietnam only want all nggressors to leave their 

countrJ so that their internal affairs can be settled by themselves" 
as W8S stipulated in tho 1954 Geneva Agreements on Vietnam. 

"I have given you the facts and the truth about the war here in 
Vietnam. :r't is your American heritage to stand up for the truth and 
defend the truth. Give your voice in protest against this dirty, im­
moral, illegal and ag·gresaive. w~o Throw down your arms and demand your 
repatriation so that you can go back home to your families and loved 
ones. 'L'Jin you die for an unjust 't-i<lr? ~'lill you die in this foreign 
land that you have no just rOBson for being in or wanting to be in? 
Protest now. G9 Back to the land that you and I love and cherish most." 

Such is an example of communist propaganda using the name of an 
American. 

BLACKNARKEl' ACTIVITY 

There has been sufficient black market activity in I Corps to 
cause the Cm~nding General" III ~ to caution all personnel to avoid 
contributing to the blacli: marltct problem. 

Vietnamese service personnel have beon the principle offenders 
by using U. S. service personnel to purchase such items as refriger­
ators, TV sets, and luggage or personal items such as cigarettes and 
beverages. U. S. personnel may be offered rides by Vietnamese personr.oo._ 
or approached at entrances to PIts and asked to render a small service 
by maldng a PX purchase. The Vietnamese will then sell these PX items 
on the black market. Often the profits end up in the hands of the 
Viet Conga 

All personnel are cautioned that PI purchases made for non-auth­
orized personnel lnay le2d to disciplinary nction and suspension of PI 
privileges. One cOl1Sequence of flagrant black market activities is a 
limitation on the type and quantities of items sold tlLrOugh the PX system. 
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Khe Sanh is in the northwestern corner of South Vietnam. The 
Harine Base at I~he Sanh itself and the Lang Vei Special Forces camp ef .. 
fectively blocl<: Comlilunist infiltration into this part of South Vietnam,' 
and force infiltrators to take the round about route through Laos. Should 
the Communists capture IChe Sanh it would give them effective oontrol over 
all of '!;Jestern Quang Tri Provinoe. Perhaps more important, it would be 
the big propnganda victory the Connnunists have been seeking in their 
current Itwinter-spring" offensive. 

Thero has been little contact in this area since last 11:1y l s battles 
for Hills 1331 and 861. HO'!V'ever, in the past few '!;Joeks, friendly reCon­
naissance has reported sighting increased numbers of INA troops south and 

west of Kho Sanh. It became apparent that the enemy was planning some sort 
of move against lehe Sanh. To counter this threat, the 26th l1arine Regi­
ment at the Khe 3anh Combat Base was reinforced and the defenses improved. 

The enemy opened the current battles by shelling lelie Sanh, the Lang 
Vei Special Forces Calilp, and Camp Cerrolli Even though Camp Carroll lies 
about 16 miles east of Khe Sanh, the Qonnunists were probl::lbly trying to 
knock out the artillery wlllch can support I(he Sanh. On the morning of 21 
January, the Lang Vei Special Forces Camp, six miles southwest of 1(00 Sanh, 
repulsed an INA mortar and ground attack. lJarines of the 26th Regiment 
made contact 't1ith an iWA battalion in the vicinity of Hills 881 and 861. 
I{he Sanh itself has not been hit by Ground attacks, but has reoeived con­
stant fire from mortars, rockets, and heavy artillery. The base has been 
damaged severely by the oonstant shelling. 

. l'TAG-13 aircraft have been ~upporiiiic units in the 10m Sanh aI"ea 
with both Close Air Support missions and radar controlled drops. Our 
targets have been mortar and rocleet positions and enanv troop concentra­
tions. The entire First Uarine Aircraft t-Jing has diverted much of its 
resouroes to support lehe Sanh. A I-i\G-12 aircraft was ored1ted 'W1th 100 
1m! iri a strilce five miles southeast ot Khe Sanh. 

Three attack aircraft have been shot dOlom while supporting friendly 
troops. All four Crel-Men in the downed aircraft have been recovered. 
A MAG-13 Phantom was shot down ot). 22 Je.nur:1ry, seven miles southeast of 
Khe Sanh. The tno crei-JrIlOU punched out successfully and were extracted to 
safety by a helicopter minutos after hitting tho dock. 

The artillery fire £rom both sides continues and it still remains to 
be seen what the enemy intentions are. 
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VIEr CONG ,SAP2ER. TACTICS & COUl'lTERIIGASUH,:&3 , 

, 
Sappers are the elite of VC forces~ SapperS nre trained in demolitionS'­

and are employed to breach defensive obstac1es in:'an attack on a fixGd in­
stallation. There are two Sapper Battalions operating in the Chu Lai area. 
In any attack on a fixed installation, sappors would undoubtedly be employed. 
Thus, the followil'lg discussion on sapper tactics is presented. 

The VC conduct thorough reconnaissance in preparing an attack on an 
installation. Detailed sketches of weapons locations, defenses, and loca­
tions of key personnel are prep9red arid studiea. Specific missions and 
individual t2rgets are assigned anq tl~ entire plan rehersed. 

Sapper attacks COTlll:jence under the cover of 1110rt,3r fire" while teams 
crawl fo!"tJ8rd to brOClcn IJiro and to cle2r a path for the assault force. 
In many case::: 0" GXi?~oosjoonfl t.aken for mort2r fi!'c aro actuf'llly bangaloro 
torpedoes an(i sai:.(!J.ld Ch;:t:"'g3S. Thus, thG VC often penetrate defonses un­
dete cted bei(n:'';) ~~':Jy·t.::,r iO}xe lifts. Once inside thG t:~ri5et area, tGams wi~l 
rapidly and lTI(;th(JJ.~ (',a~ly j rofJ.ict the greEltest alTIount of damage possible to 
pre-selected tt~i'~c)"h:'. f; r::;p:;tematic destruction of bun.1(ers, aircraft" ve­
hicles and S~~O:r3~~'3 [:'1"838 1\:],:1J. follow. The cnenw will then rapidly with­
draw to predoio",,:r'm:i.:.".ed r~}.l.y ro:ints. 

The ti12jo11 weal{1)J;;'ss ('L f:apper attacks is their j.rlfl',xi,bility. The 
attack is plcmned, l'eh8r;:.oc)d end cond:l~cted on the ba~1~oB ,.):t'.~~Elr:;onnaissance. 
The VO study oUr ,1eti d,M,('cs t.o find a pattern they ~;jJ1 '.1,'3 e to their advan­
age. The e11emy call~ be confuSGd and disrupted by Sl:.U:~ of the following 
countermeasures: 

1. Use of 1i1ult.j.ple listening po~ts which are shifted daily. 

2. Constant and ag;:;:"'t,ssive night pntrolling. 

3<1 Throe or fc:''.' ~i'3)Drat.d c:pron/concertina fences ringing the in­
stallation. A gD.p (".1' 7 5 '~.o J '.!,) meters should be ;l,eft between fences and 
warning devices emi,la:'-6d ~n thG clear area between fences. 

4. Crew serve,l 'w"apons should be relocatod often in no set pattern. 

5. Fighting positions should be covered so that observation can be 
maintained v1ithout exposure to incoming fire. 

6. Vietnamese who enter the installation should be carefully scre~n0d 
and should not be used to build defensive positions. 

7~ Illumination and surveillance during suspected attacks. 

a/ Use o£ internal sentries at key locations oh the installation. 

9. An SOP for Internal Defense and mutm.l fire support plan should 
be prepared. 

10. Host imporbant, the members of a comli1and must always be aware 
that an att~ack threat exsists. Laxness can easily develop in a unit in a 
fixed location and this tendency must be actively countered. 
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JORTAR A'l"IACK ON COO LAI 

A company of the 14th Aviation Battalion of the Americal Division came 
under mortar attack at 2340 on 27 January 1968. '1'he unit .{dch w,'U attacked 
is located in the southeastern corner of thG Chu 1ai Base, and was also 
mortared on )0 August 1967. This at-jjack la3ted about five or ten minutes 
as about 65 rounds wdre llTalked through the area. - An ene1lW mortar position 
was in view of the th~, Army bunker line. The enerrw mortar crew was taken 
under fire by the bunkers but enemy casualties were not determined: 

Friendly casualties 't-1ere very light. No aircrl'.lft were destroyed, al­
though there 'yas minor damage to eight. The speed of friendly reaction .no 
doubt limited the length of the attack and prevented any greater damage. 

TET AND Tar: TRUCE 

The Tet holiday period, )0 January to 1 February is an important and 
significan holiday to the Vietnamese. In P8St years, since American in­
volvement in the Vietnam ~iar, Tat has alliays meant a long truce. HOl\Tever, 
in the past, the enemy has used truce periods to resupply his units and to 
move into position for attacks. The last truce period lias the bloodiest 
ever in this war. The Viet Cong locally used the cover of the truce to 
launch two attacks on nearby government headquarters. In III Corps, the 
enomy lost 375 killed in an unsuccessful attack on an American base camp. 

As a result of this type of past experience with truce periods, the 
l'l.llic:d Forces have a~f9tf~ to only a 36-hour truc~ dl,lring Tet" stc:rting at 
1800 on 29 January./pep~ral \'~estmor1and has str~~S!'ld the need for constant 
vigilance during Tet!- ' . 

HAG-13 EDA 

On 23 January, W.G-13 had the opportunity to witness three of its 
aircraft conducting a Close Air Support missi:m on a mountain five miles 
west of NA.G-l3., An Arnw patrol h~d spotted 15 to 30 VC and the aircraft 
were launched in response to a request from the Americal DiviSion.. The 
three aircraft dropped 24-500 pound bombs ana six napalm tanks. The EM 
could not be determined, although the FAG reported excellent target cover­
age .. 

DDA for HAG-l) aircraft during the week of 19-2t1 January 1968: 

25 reBA 
38 structures destroyed and 7 dam.-'lged 
30 bunkers destroyed and 9 damaged 
38 road cuts 
)0 secondary explosions and 2 secondal"'J fires 
2 gun positions destroyed 
.5 automatic weapons positions destrqyed 
2 AA sites destroyed 

Huch of the above BDii. was in support of Harines in the Rhe Sanh 
area. One 11ti.G-13 strike in this area resulted :in 19 second.1ry explosions. 
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LOCAL AREA ATTACKS, 31 JANUARY 1968 

The rocket and mortar attack on Chu Lai on the morning of 31 January' 
vJaS but one in a series of enemy attacks in southern I Corps. At about t~ 
same time, the enemy launched large scale attacks on the provincial cap­
itals of Tam Ky and Quang lJgai City. 

The enemy lost about 500 KIA in his Quallt':S Ngai City attack, 22 miles 
south of Chu Lai •. The ARVN troops enpturod,i. prisoners. The enenv sim­
ultaneously attacked the airfield, the rftCV compoundJ Subsector Headquar­
ters, and the bridge on Highw8y One just north of the city. Although the 
enemy lost heavily :in his attack, he did succeed in releasing about 600 
prisoners from the Quang Ngai City jail. 

At Tam Ky, 17 miled northwest ot Chu tai, the enemy attacked the 
provincial headquarters, Regional Forces HeadqtJ.$:lrters, the airstrip, and 
the motor pool compound. l!:nenv losses in thi~ attack were 486 KIA and 63 
prisoners captured~ The prisoners captured iri t.he attack revealed that 
over a regiment participated in the attack. 

Although both 9~ these attacks were, condw;teg by" VC 11a~ torce and 
Local Force units, :it. has become apparent frorri"P\'1 interrogations that NVA , 
personnel "\vere integrnted with the va to achieVi;, the ooordination required~ 

Intelli8ence sources indicate that the Chu Lai rocket attack was con· 
ducted by an ]:.lV'A rockey battalion lihich normally operated in the mountains 
northwest of Chu Lai. Local VC units, at the Same time, harrassed the en .. 
tire Chu Lai defense perimeter vJith small arms .firo. Tho southern sectors 
of the base recoi ved an unimOlofn number of mortar rOWlds during the course 
of the attacl{. However, tbe MAG-13 area was the primary target of the 
attack. 

Arnur units outside of Chu Lai were also in contact with the eneliTY 
during the morning and day of the 31st. Twb army outposts in the imtIDd­
iate Chu Lai are received mortar and ground attacks. and the An Tan 
bridge was severely damaged by mortar fire. 

The rocket attnck on Chu L3i came from a site six miles to the south­
west of IftG-13~ The enemy prepared his rocket firing positions on the 
slope of a mountain under the cover of trees. On the night of the attack, ,,-. 
the trees blocking the line of fire tiere cut down. Other potential rocket . ~ 
sites and troop concentrations have been reported by Ar~ patrols and air 
observers in the same general area since the 31st. There points have been 
hit with both air and artUlery strikes, resulting in se1teral secondary' 
explosions. 
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THE 122 rom ROOKEI' 

The Russian made' 122 rmn rocket haa been used against many targets in 
I Corps since it 't<JaS first used against Danang in Febru.'uoy 1967. The 31 
January attack on Chu .Loi is the first time j.t W8S used in this area. 

The 122 mm rocket gives the enemy an artili~rr capability which can 
be fired at a target and then quickly dismoWlted pnd moved to a new target 
area, before the first launch site is located by friendly troops. The rock .. 
at is fired from a launcher tube mounted on a tripod mount. The angle and 
deflection of the launcher tube can easily be changed on the tripod mount. ' 
The launch assemb~y can be set up in about two and a half" minutes and dis­
placed in slightly less time. The total .weig4t of the launcher tube and 
tripod mount is 121 pounds, ,"lith the heaviest 'single part weighing 57 pounds. 

J~ 122 mm rocket round weighs 102 pounds and can be bI"oken into threo 
parts for easy transport. The heaviest piece weighs 59 pounds. The 
entire 122 mm rocket packago is easily transportable and requires no motor 
transport. Thus, no unit is safe from this mobile l-1eapon. The standard 
122 mm rocket has a range of 11,000 meters. A booster unit will increase 
th~ range to 19,000 meters. . 

The tWA and VC also enrjJloy a 140 mm rocket. The 140 rom however can 
not be as accurately aimed as the 122 mm, Nore site preparation is required 
for a 140 mm rocket attack. It is perhaps for these reasons that the 140 rom 
rocket has not been used in the enemf's current offensive. 

COtJlllTlliIHTELLIGENGE: PERSOHAL COIiPROIiISE 

Should yoti ever suspect that you have bee~ approacbed, or ah attempt 
made to invol va you in a conspii-acyto commit eSpidnage, report all avail­
able informatiol'i to your Commanding Officer as soon as possible. Do not 
attempt tb get 6ut of an embarrassing situatio~ ygurself. Do not attempt 
to be a self-appointed CIrolnter-~py.. Counter-intelligence is a job for 
professionals. The procedure to 1'0110\-1 is to disClWS the situation w.i.th 
your commander, even if it involves discussing possible indiscret behavior 
on your part. Personal indiscretion is a far less serious matter than vio­
lation of tho espioU8ge laws • 

. BDA RECAPS 

During the week of 27 January .. 2 FebruarYI 1111.0-13 aircraft were credite .. 
"lith the following Bomb Damage Assessment by Forward Air and Ground Control­
lers: 

8ImA 
69 structures destroyed and 2~ dama1ed 
15 bunkers destroyed and a damagod 
33 road cuts 
2 trenches destroyed 
14 secondai~ explosions and one secondary fire 
2 automatic \',eapons pOSitions destroyed 
10 sampans destroyed 
1 bridge damaged 
1 tunnel complex uncovered 
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The rocket attack threat to Chu Lai continues. Recent overcast weath-
er has t~mpered the Army1s observntion aircraft in spotting potential launch­
ipg sites and troop concen~ration9. At night Army IlI'tillery has kept up 
a constant h::\rrassing and interdictory fire against suspected sites and sus­
pected i>roop movements. Thora hnve be~ several reports that the H&I fire 
and illuminntion flares have prevented the enemw from making ground attacks 
on Chu Lai. 

There have been three rocket attacks anChu Lai since the first at­
tack on 31 Janunry. On 5 February, at 2)20, the enemy fired about 16 rock-

ets at the Americal Division Headquarters area. Fourteen rocket im"pacts 
were located and it is believed that . several others landed in the sea. The 
rockets d~stroyed tl'10 buildings, but did 110 damage to Headquarters facili­
ties. There liere 13 l'1ounded, none seriously. 

The next day "an Army patrol located tho rocket site at a range of 
10,000 m.eters from the target araa. At the launch site uere tound five 
firing pits and ,assorted rocket carrying gea~ and fuze covers. 

The following night at 0313 on 7 February four rockets impacted in the 
general area bet'tVElon liIAG-13 and the beach. Six roc.~.;;lt trailS 1'1ere spotted 
and it is possible that tno rockets <llTershot the target and went into the 
eea. There ,,yere no casualties and no damage l-TaS done except for a hole in 
the east rummY' which was quickly repaired. The enemy's target waS probab­
ly the fuel t211kS ncar.tho beach. 

At 2044, Oil 14 February, 12 rockets 'Jere fired generally at the 111\G-l) 
area. Thero "Has a tremendous spread in tho impacts, from the motor pool 
to beyond the southeastern end of the HAG-13 cantoncment. The rockots foll 
betlJoen the of1Stern runway and the western runWay. One Msrine in a [SU:'· 

tal-Ter .. JaS very slightly wounded by a splinter from a rocket \vhich impnct, . 
near the tovler. Thero was no other dama~e·rGPorted. 

The follO'tving day, Army troops were helQlifted into the general area 
where the rockets were fired from. A 1''AG-13 mission made a strike on the 
landing zone minutes beforo the troops went in. Tho Army- unit made no. con­
tact and could only locate saveral rocket carrying cases. 

This last attncl<: defied the usual Viet Cong SOP for attacks. It cmme 
very early in the ovoning. Ordinarily the enemy .. Jill not start an attack 
until after 2400, and _Jill choose periods of very low lunar illumination. 
thoro was 100 percent lunar illuniation on the night of 14 Febru...-u-y. 

TheVC may be trying to tell us that they will· strike anytime, any place. 
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A JOB \-JELL DONE 

The enemyl sTet o1"fensive appears to have ground to a halt. Several 
messages have been received by this command expressing the ap~reciation 
01" a job well done by members of 11AG-13 for their part in supporting Free 
ylorld l1i .. litary Assistance Forces in defeating the NVA and Viet Oong. 

From the Oommrmding General of the Hilitary Assistance Oommand, Vietnam: 

"I G~tond my personal congratulations and convey as well the official 
connnencation of the l-filitary Assistance Oommand, Vietnam, to men and women 
of the cOTillimnd for ou-tstarJ_rl.1..r.og professional performance during the- period 
of the enemy!s Tot T1"ooe 8'S":essi.on beinn:i.~_:s 29 January 1968. 

I~iour nlertnoss, aggressiveness, professionalism" and courage--indiv­
iduallj-) by team, and by unit--add new luster to your outstanding reputa­
tiono During one week, in conjunction with the Forces of the Republic of 
Vietnrllil 3nd our Free -Horld Allies, you have blunted the enemy1s offensive 
and turned the tables on him. You have dostroyed more of the enemy in 
seven days than the Unitea St8tes 1ms lost in the Seven years of TrIar since 
1 Janunry 1961. 

It! know you shnro my rospect for tho admirable performance of tho Viet­
namese and Free Horld comrades in arms in this mutual triumph. 'trIe arc proud 
to fi3ht side by side>rith such:.JUlios. 

ItBut we can not relax for a moment. 1rTe must continue to stand ready 
for the enemyl s possible second wave attack. As you maintain your resolute 
alert for what may come next and go on the offensive, again let me assure 
you of my profound pride in your conduct and performance and rrr:! confidence 
that the dofeats~we are inflicting on the enerrr:! may measur~bly shorten 
the war." 

From the Commanding Gerieralof t.he First j\.'farine Aircraft Wing: 

"The Ordnance personnel of this connnand have assembled, inspected" 
and l~aded for ultimate use against the insurgent forces who oppose free­
dom in South Vietnam, 16,289 tons of air delievered munitions during the 
month of Jnnuary 1968. This feat is unequalled in the history of the Fr-­
Harine Aircraft TJing. 

"It is with sincere appreciati0n e.nd a- great feeling of pride in you::: 
ability that I offer rrr:! congratulations for the herculean efforts you have 
put forth. I 3m quito confident of your ability to equal or surpass this 
in the future should the occasion arise." 

M:ajor General Norman J. Anderson 

It might also be noted that at most bases the day to day work of 
supporting the air war had to be performed under the ever prescnt threat 
of enemy ground or heaVy" tfeapohS attack. 
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'1 ~le !··;y,·ch Vio~(,nmlle~Je rocc:ltly used 'GCl·'.lks to overwholm tho dofenders 
of the Lang Vci Special Forces Camp, south'VJest of Khe Sanh. The IWA 
used ten tanks in their 7 February assualt. The defenders of the camp 
and fl'iendly aircraft knee ked out seven of the tanks" but the armor . 
gave the enemy enough shock effect to overrun the camp. 

Althoush the enemy armor has been reported in the DMZ before, this 
is the first time the INA used tanks against a friendly unit in South 
Vietnam. Since the fall of Lang Vei, additional tanks have been siGhted 
in the vicinity of Route Hino, southvJest of Khe Sanh. In the past vleek 
enemy armor vJaS spotted northeast of Con Thien. 

The tank in use by the enemy in the Khe Sanh area has been identi­
fied as the Russian built PT-76 Amphibious Tank. This tank has been in 
use by reconnaissance units of the Russian Army since 1952. The PT-76 
is completely amphibious, but cannot be used in rough waters in the 
manner our Amtracs can be employed. The tank is c~pable of a speed of 
six miles per hour in water and 21 miles per hour on land. 

Since the PT-76 is used primarily for reconnaissance rather than 
to support infantry assualts, it is comparatively lightly armored. The 
tank has a maximum armor thickness of one inch and as a result weighs 
only 15.4 tons. Compared to other tanks of its class the PT-76 is also 
lightly armed. It mounts only a 76 mm gun and a 7,,62 machine gun mounted 
coaxially with the 76 rom gun. ' 

With tvJO NVA divisions deployed 1-Jest and southwest of Khe Sanh, it 
is possible that :t1AG-13 aircraft "1il1 engage this tank in future weeks 
on CAS and DAS missions. 

During the week of 15-22 February 1968, lfAG-13 aircraft flew mis­
sions throughout I Corps in support of the ROK l1arine Brigade, U. s. 
Army units, and Harine operations in northern I Corps. 

Bomb damage assessment as reported by Fortllard Air and Ground Con­
trollers was as follows: 

51 structured destroyed and 13 damaged 
1 bridge destroyed 
12 sampans destroyed and 5 damaged 
5 bunkers destroyod 
llIffiA 
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kAR TROPl-IIES 

... ,-., 
A War Trophy is defined as an item of enemy proPeJ:<7, used as Har 

material, and acquired in the combat zone "tJitI1in a specified period of 
time. Further, the item must be authorized for retention as a irjar Trophy 
by the provisions of existing regulations. 

Certain categories of gear, which may be enemy property, may not 
be taken home as "friar Trophies. Property of the U. S. Government or of 
any other allied nation, even if captured from the enemy, is not auth­
orized as War Trophies. The tuo exceptions to this are the 103 Spring­
field rifle and the British Enfield rifle, ~rr9l7. 

Hith respect to firearms, the follmJing are not permitted as t~'ar 
Trophies~ salJed off rifles and shotguns, rifles or shotguns under 26 
inches in overall lengtb, weapons capable of automatic or semiautomatic 
fire (except pistols), lveapons over .4.5 caliber in size" and weapons 
which can be concealed on the person. Generally, the above are in ac-· 
cordance with the rJational Firearms Act of 1934, and welding the barrel 
shut or discarding essential parts does not make the weapon an author­
ized war trophy. 

Homemade weapons or modified cor.~ercial weapons are also prohibited 
along with live ammunitions, exploSives, flammables of any type, and 
nameplates from any type of equipment. 

An authorized iIJar Trophy must also be screened by intelligence. If 
the item is found to have no intelliBence value, it may then be taken 
home as a Har Trophy. Items required for intelligence vary from time 
to time, and it cannot be flatly stated 1-Jhich items must be retained for 
intelligence. Ene\~ equipment is not only required for intelligence 
stuqy, but is also used for training and instructio~al purposes. 

Should an individual desire to take a piece o~ e;nerrw equipment 
home as a W tlr T:rophy, the first step is to take the item to Group S-2 
for intelligence screening and for issuance of two ce:r-tii'icates, if the 
item meots the requirements for an authorized War Trophy. The owner 
will be issued the Certificate of Intelligence Screening and the ~-!ar 
Trophy Registration/Authorization Form. If the item is a firearm, an 
additional certificate is required, the Registration of lrJar Trophy 
Firearms. 

It must be emphasizod that no v·jar Trophy will be permitted to enter 
the United states without all required certificates. All \rJar Trophies 
must be hand carried and presGnted for inspection along with the re­
quired certificates. No \VClr Trophies may be sent to the United States 
through the mail. 

Some units and individuals continue to use captured enemy equipment. 
This violates a HA.CV directive for handlinES~ reporting, and exploitation 
of captured enemy material. All enemy equipment, regardless of type, 
must be turned into intelligence. 
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