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PART ONE:r ORGANTZATTONAL DATA

1, Commsnders and Staff
a. Headquarters, MAG-13 (1-31 March)

RANK
NAME BILLET /0 ACTUAL
EDWARD N, LE FATVEE co (1-2/ MAR) COL CoL
JAMES H. BERGE JR. €O (25-31 MAR) CoL COL
PHILTP D. SHUTLER X0 LTCOL  LTCOL
MARTIN J. BASAR ADT CAPT Wo-1
ANTHONY B. XKOUMA SGTMAT (1-11 MAR) SGTMAT SGTMAT
LEONARD R, IANG SGTMAT (12-31 MAR) SGTMAJ SCGTMAJ
CARL E, R. BLACK S MATY MAT
ROGER A. GURIEY 8.2 MAT MAT
FRANK D. TOPLEY 8.3 (1-8 MAR) LTCOL  LTCOL
ROY A. SEAVER S-3 (9-31 MAR) 1LTCOL  LTCOL
DON J, SLEE S-/, 1TCOL LTCOL
b, H&MS-13 (1-31 March)
RANK
NAME BILIET /0 ACTUAL
PAUL L, SIEGMUND co LTCOL LTCOL
HARRY E. TAYIOR X0 MAT MAT
JAMES S. GAHAGAN S-3 MAJ MAJ
HAROLD G, DEAN A/C MAINTO MATY LTCOL
HARRY R. SMITH ADMINO 1T 1STLT
e. MABS-13 (1-31 March)
RANK
NAME BILIET T/0 ACTUAL
LEROY A, MADERA co LTCOL LTCOL
JOHN I. HUDSON X0 MAT MAY
HAROLD E, WILSON ADMINO CAPT CWO-4,
GEORGE W, FRITSCHI BASEOPSO MAT MATY
DANTEL I. CARROLL BASESERVO MAT MAT
CALEB G. DUNN SGTMAT SGTMAT SGTMAT
d. VMFA-323 (1-31 March)
RANK
NAME BILLET T/0 ACTUAL
HARRY T. HAGAMAN co LTCOL  LTCOL
PAUL G. BOOZMAN X0 MAT MAT
HENRY G, MILIER JR. S-3 MAT MAT
EDUARD R. BATLEY 5.1 LT MAJY
PHILIP R. KRUSE 8-/, Wo CAPT
WARREN A, FERDINAND A/C MAINTO MAT MAT
I-1 S
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e. VMFA-31Z (1-31 March)

NAME

HERBERT V. LUNDIN
ROBERT H, SCHULTZ
RONALD W. KRON
PHILLTP L. FLLIOT
PHILIP M. HINKLE
JOHN M, HERRING
MARTIN W, MEREDITH
GERALD E. WALSH

f. VMFA-115 (1-31 March)

NAME

GERALD W. VAUGHAN
CARL L., BATTISTONE
JACOB 1. MOORE
JACOB Y, MOORE
HENRY O. GROOMS
DARRYL R. GRIFFING
ROBERT E. BARKER
DENIS L, SHORTAL

JAMES R. THROGMORTON

2. TIgsk Orgapization and Unit Locstion
ORGANIZATION LOCATION

MAG-13 CHU TAI, RVN
MAG-13 CHU IAT, RUN
HEMS-13 CHU IAT, RVN
MABS-13 CHU IAI, RVN
MFA-115 CHU IAI, RVN
VMFA-31J CHU IAI, RVN
VMFA-323 CHU IAI, RVN
3. e Monthlv Strensth
USMC

Squadron NA NFO
H&S-13 ®16 6
MABS.13 A

WFA-115 15 14
WFA-31, 17 14
WFA-323 15 1L
Group 67 48

* This figure includes one NAP - MGySgt J. A. CONROY

AG Enlisted

24, 418
% 12
L 252
Lo 243
L 2L
52 1569

BILIET

co

X0

S-3 (1-9 MAR)
8.3 (10-31 MAR)
S.1

8.2

S/,

A/C MAINTO

BILLET

co

X0 (1 MAR)

X0 (2-31 MAR)
S-3 (1 MAR)
S-3 (2-31 MAR)
s.1

8.2

Swd,

A/C MAINTO

COMMANDING OFFICER

COL EDWARD N. LE FAIVRR
COL JAMES H. BEERCE
LTCOL PAUL L. STEGMUND
LTCOL LEROY A. MADERA
LTCOL GERALD V, VAUGHAN
LTCOL BERBERT V., LUNDIN
LTCOL HARRY T. HAGAMAN

RANK
T/0 ACTUAL

LTCOL  LTCOL

MAJ LTCOL
MAT MAJ
MAT MAY
LT MAY
LT CAPT
o MAJ
MAJ MAT
RANK
/0~ ACTUAL
ITCOL LTCOL
MAT LTCOL
MAT MAY
MAT MAJ
MAJ MAY
LT CAPT
T T
o CAPT
MAJ MAT

DATE OF OFFICE

1-2/ Mgrch
2531 March
1-31 March
1-31 March
1-31 March
1~31 March
1..31 March

USN

o] ol Sl AN N e

I.2

Officers Enlisted

21

Slo or
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4e Important Visitors tq the Command

Major General TEARIN, Deputy Commander, FMFPac, visited the Group
vhile touring Chu Lai on 22 March.

Colonel TREADVELL from FMFPac Headquarters and his inspection team
visited Chu Lai for the purpose of inspecting MAG-13. The inspection
team inspected all areas of interest in MAG-13 and after three days
departed the area. Results of the inspection will be used by MAG-13
to improve any weak areas that may exist.

1-3 -
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PART TUD: WNARRATIVE STMMARY

Marine Aircraft Group-13 flew 1971 sorties for 2244.5 combat hours
in March, 4245.015 tons of ordnance were dropped by this Group.

Operations supported included Kentucky, Niagra, Scotland, Wheeler/
Yallowa, Lancaster IT, Samauri IV, Salina, Muscatine, Jeb Stuart, Worth,
Houston and Napoleon. Missions flowm included Close Air Support,
Mrect Air Support, Visual Reconnaissance and TPQ.

The Xhe Sanh area was the main target for MAG-13 aircraft., Both
TPQ and visual dive bombing were used extensively to thwart the massive
NVA/VC build up in that avea.

Significent BDA included 177 KBA confirmed, 91 KBA probable, 222
structures destroyed and 66 structures damaged. (Complete list in
paragraph 9, PART THRTE)

TT-1 o
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PART THREE: SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

1, Personnel. During the month of March, Marine Aireraft Group-13 had
a loss of twenty (20) officers and one hundred and ninety-seven (197)
enlisted personnel due to rotation and transfers. During this same
veriod, seventeen (17) officers and two hundred and forty (240) enlisted
personnel reported to the Group for duty.

2. Awerds. There were two (2) Distinguished Flying Crosses, five
hundred and ninety-nine (599) Air Medals, one (1) Navy Achievement Medal
and thirteen (13) Meritorious Mast received by members of this command
during the month of March.

3. Casualties

Non-hostile

. To‘balfOI‘March........-...... 25
b, Total returned to duty + « ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o « » 22
C. Total }\IedEva-c L] L[] * [ ] L] [ ] [ ] [ ] . L ] L ] . [ ] L] L ] L ] 5
d. Total number of man days lost ¢« ¢ ¢« & « o o o 145

Hostile

a, Killed in Action . + + &
b, Uounded in Action . ., .
Cs MiSSing in Action « & o &

0
l.Ql..'o
0

Le Civic Action. March brought about an increase in the nmumber of
MED CAPS to the villages of Long Phu II and An Tan. A MED CAP conducted
by VWMFA-115 resulted in the innoculation of 300 children,

As a result of the 25 March VC mortar attack on An Tan, 21 people
are homeless, MAG-13 provided clothing (which had been privately
donated to MAG-13 Civic Action) for 15 children and 6 adults. Building
materials are being sought to rebuild the destroyed homes.

Captain Robert B. KAIN JR. is the new Civic Action Officer as Captain
John DAY returned to the states on the 20th of March.

5. Intelligence. Briefing and debriefing of aircrews and orientations
to new aircrews were conducted. Publication of the weekly S-2 "Tactical
Brief" continued (See Supporting Documents, Part Four). The booklet
"o are the Viet Cong" has been distributed on a continuing basis to
all Officers and SNCO's,

General Intelligence briefs are given each Thursday by the Group
Intelligence Officer for Sergeants and below. Weekly Intelligence briefs
are also given to the Group Guard concerned mainly with the Chu Lai TAOR,

ITI-1 AR
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6. Industrial Relations, MAG-13 presently has thirty three (33)
Local Nationalist Citizens (LNC) under employment.

7. Airfield Operations., 411 facilities are onerational on the West
Field, The sites for the installation of the E-28 arresting gear are
now under construction, The E-28 gear will be located 1300' from
each end of the West Field, The south site and gear is estimated to
be overational by 7 April 1968,

The controlled take-off and landings at Chu lai totaled 40,084
which is an all time record for Chu lai Air Base, The launch and
recovery section arrested 1,065 aircraft of which 24 were declared
emergencies,

8. Combat Operations

Squadron Sortiss Hours

HeMS-13  TA-/F 61 78,4,
C-117 61 4647

TMFA=323 FLB 585 671.1

WFA-31A F-.B 686 778,3

VMFA-115 F..B 578 670,0

Total 1971 220445

Opexations Suprorted

Kentucky Wheeler/Wallowa Salina

Miagra Lancaster II Jeb Stuart

Scotland Samauri IV Horth

Houston Napoleon Steel Tiger

Tally Ho

Sipnificant Bomb Damage Asgegsment

KBA(Confimed).......,.... 177
KBA (Probable) o ¢ « o o o s o o o o o 91
Structures (Destroyed) o o o o o o + o 222
Structures (Damaged) . . * s e s o 4 s 66
Bunkers (Destroyed) « v« « o « o ¢« o o » 209
Bunkers (Damaged) o « o o « o o o o o & 42
Secondary Explosions .+ 4 « o« o s o« » 11
SecondaI'yFireS.....‘....-. 23
Fighting HOleS 4 o o 5 o s s s s o o & 30 Des
Road CubS o o o ¢ o ¢ o o ¢ o o o s o 17
ITT-2 L
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. 3 Des/2 Dam
Z, Des/1 Dam
25 Des
2460 Meters Des
1

TkaS|uooo|loolt.
Hortar Positions « « ¢« + ¢« « &
Automatic Weapons Positions .
Trench Idne o v o ¢ o o o 4
Anti-Aireraft Positions . . .
Artillery Piece Destroyed . .

s & & o o @
* e e w = @
* & & e ¢ »
* @ ¢ o o+ e
e ®w e e ¢ @
e & o e o

2

9. Base Develonment. During the month of llarch the MABS-13 Utilities
Section completed over eighty (80) written and verbal work requests.

The requests varied from small jobs, such as the installation and repair
of Air Conditioners, to larger jobs like the completion of the 450 K.V.A.
transformer bank for the mess hall. The Water Point supplied approx-
imately 2,100,000 gallons of water for the persomnel in the MAG-13
contonement,

10. Morale/Melfare. VAG~13 church attendance remains high in Catholic,
Protestant and Tatter Day Saints services, During the month the Group
Catholic Chaplain celebrated Mass to the 1/46th on Hill 5/, 9th Engineers
on Hill 35 and the 197 LIB,

Along with church services the chaplains work on counseling and
interviews, Red Cross Cases and vislt the hospital in the Chu Iai area,
The Catholic Chaplain has been standing the Duty Chaplain at the 2nd
Surgical Hospital.

RER eontinues to maintain high morale within this command. Heardy
All quotas for RPRuere filled,

11, Training. Normal on-the-job/technical training continued within
each unit of the Group., The following formal schools were utilized
by MAG-13 in March:

School Porsonnel Attending

NCO Leadership 3
Embarkation School 3
Corrosion Control 5
Vietnamese Language 1
Nuclear Weapons Refresher 2
Clubs and Mess Management 1
VHF 101 Radio 1
Transistor Fundamentals 2
Personal Response 25

Total attending = 43

11T-3
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12, Electronic Countermeasures. The use of the "Shoe Horm" ECM/Warning

Equipment continued as the majority of missions flown by MAG-13 were

in the SAM Hi threat areas. Installation of "Shoe Horn" equipment
continues as aircraft are available for induction.

ITI-Z
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#AG~13 5-2 TACTICAL BRIEF
3 MARGH 1963

TilE LINEUP IN LAOS

Somewhat obscured by the NVA/VC Tet offensive has been the intensi-
fication of the commmnist effort to take over the supposedly neutral coun=-
try of Laos. 1o doubt the communist effort in Laos is somewhat related
to the forthcoming showdown at Khe Sanh. The NVA must supply any at=
tack on Khe Sanh through Laose As the communists push further into Laos,
the more secure their supply routes become, both via the Ho Chi Minh Trail
from Horth Vietnam and the Sihanouk Trail through Cambodia and Laos.

Understanding the situation in Laos is difficult because of the dif=-
fergpt factions fighting in the country. The anti-communist forces of
the KEingdom of Laos are the Royal Armed Forces (FAR). The FAR has an
Army, an Air Force, and a River Flotilla. A1l the Laotion government's
armed forces are dependent on foreign aid for their maintenance.

The Pathet Lao is the military force of the Laotian Comrunist Party.
The avowed objective of the Pathet Lao is to take over the entire country.
The Geneva Conference of 195l established Laos as a neutral country, with
the Pathet Lao cooperating in a coalition government. However, the coali=-
-tion collapsed in 1959 and Laos has been in a state of civil war since.
In recent years the Pathet Lao have been supported by increasing numoers
of Worth Vietnamese Army troopse The Laotians consider the VA to be the
Viet Minhe There are also scveral dissident neutralist groups who are
somewhat looscly allied with the communists. These groups represent mi-
nority cthnic groups who are either disenchanted with the Royal Laotion
govermient or who find cooperation with the communists to be profitable.

Complicating the situation is the Neutralist Army of fong Le. .Kong
Le is a former Laotion Army officer who toolk over the govermment in a
coup in 1960, iis army was eventually ousted from the Laotian capital
and he allied himself with the Pathet Lao. In 1962 he had a falling out
with the communists and has fought them since. lowever, Kong Le has rc¢
sisted the integration of his army into the Laotian army and continueo
to be an independent force.

For the past few years, the situation in Laos was more or less sta-
bilized with the communists controlling the mountainous eastern half of
Laos. The government waintained control of the more populated western .
}owlands and plateaus. Since December, the commuinists, primarily NVA,
have threatened the southern Laotion citics of Attopeu and Saravane.

At one point in southern Laos the comunists peuctrated to within 33 wiles
of the Mekonz River. In the north, the communists recently overran a
government outpost, 50 miles from the capital city of Vientiane.

FOR QFFICI'L USE ONLY
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THE COMBINED ACTION PROGRAM

The Combined Action Program was initiated in Lusv=t 1965 and has grown
to about 90 platoons throughout I Corps. The basic w..w .» Lhis Joint US-
4RVN program is the Combined Action Platoon (CAP). The C.P is made up of
a Marine rifle squad and a Navy Corpsman,. along with a 35-man Popular
Forces Platoon, ' The Marine squad leader does not command the PFs, rather
ho advises the PF platoon leadere On the other hand, the PF platoon lead-
er does not command the Marines. The emphasis in the Combined Action Pro-
gram is on cooperation rather than a strict chain of command. In practice,
a2 Marine fire team will work with one PF squads The Marines, being exper-
ienced infantrymen, attempt to transmit their skill and knowledge to the
FFs, who are citizen soldlers, serving in the defense of their own commu-
nities. After a PF platoon becomes self-sufficient, the Marine squad will

move to a new location. The result for the hamlet is a well=-trained and
motivated home defense force.

A group of Coibined Action Platoons in a particular operating area
are formed into a Combined Action Company (CiCO)e The CACO is commanded
by a Lieutenant or a Captain, who also has a small company headquartcrs
group, In a particular region, the CACOs are organized into a Combiped
Action Group (CAG). The CAG administers personnel and supplies for all
its CAPs and coordinates with the Vietnamese authorities.

One CAG is headquartered here at Chu Lai and controls the CAPs in
southern I Corps. The CAG controls three CACOs, CiCO Lima is to the
south of Chu Lai, generally in Binh Son District. To the northwest of
Chu Lai, in Ly Tin District, is CACO Kilo, CACO India is fairly new, and
operates in the northwestern part of the Chu Lai TAOR. This GiCO will
soon establish CiPs in the vicinity of Tam Ky, 17 miles northwest of
Chu Lai.

The local CAPs have had some outstanding successes in recent months.
In January, a group of Marines and PPs from CAP L=5 teamed up with an
Army platoon to raid a VC rest center, at 4n Cuong, 16 miles southeast
of Chu Lzi, The combined task force killed 33 VC and scattered 300 others
with no friendly losscs.

One of the C4CO Kilo platoons ambushed a VC sapper unit on Ky Hoa
Island after the VG had made a successful sapper attack on an Army helo
pade The C4P killed four VG and captured one other. These were the ou.
casualtics inflicted ¢n the VC in that particular operation. The prisc.
zave information which enasbled friendly intelligence to piece together
the entire enemy operation.

Many of the local CAP units were harrassed by enemy ground and -
mortar attacks during the recent Tet offensives. None suffered anything
more than vory light casualtics and none were in any danger of being
overrun.

It is difficult to evaluate the CAP Program at this time because
the Program will be expanded in the future and methods of operation are
constantly scrutinised. It can be said that in the Chu Lai area, the
Viet Cong have never been able to control the villagers after a GaP unit
has moved ine
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VC BOOBY TRaAPS

The current thireat of VC terrotist activity roqrs © .7 <11 per-
sonnel maintain continmuous vigilance for clandestine dev’ces designed to
inflict injury to personnel and damaze to 4Lllied equipment.

Recently in the Saigon area, a U, S vehicle at an enlisted quarters
was booby trappeds The trap was designed to cause a =26 grenade to deton=
ate when the vehicle's clutch was depresseds In this case the grenade was
discovered by the intended victims before the driver started the vehicle.
EOD was called and the trap was dismantled. This terrorist attempt was
made during daylight hours in a densely populated area, ‘

Lbsut a weck ago, in a large city south of Chu Lai, an ARVN jeep was
booby trapped while its passengers were in a restaurant., In this case,
the trap was not detected. All the passengers in the jeep were killed
when the trap detonated,

411 persomnel are csutioned that good judzement and alertness can
reduce the effectiveness of enemy booby trap tactics. 4 suspicious
attitude may save a2 life or valuablc equipment.,

~ YOU THIWK YOU ilLVE YROBLEIS?

The following is a lettier to the editor that appeared in an East
Coast homebown newspaper:

"I have a complaint to make against the draft bosrds I do not find
it just to sit down and do nothing about an idea in which I and a great
majority of Americans believe.

"I am for the Vietnam War and strongly believe in the American view-
point of Comaunist containment. My oroblem is that I want to enmlist in
the Army, but neither the Lrmy nor any of the other branches wants me, I
tried three times to enlist bub was rejzcted every hime,

"I am not an Awerican citizen and the courtry whence I came does not
share wy feelings aboub Vietnam or the imerican viewpoint., I hold a
student visa which supplies the draft board with an excuse to refuse my
application for enlistment.

"I heve becn in the United States for a 1little less than three yeao. -
& number of wy best friends have been and are still being drafted. I
would like very much to go over and fight alongside my American friends
for a cause for wibch I am willinz to gzive wy life. Please tell me if
there is anything that I can do. I am extendiv: my plea to the American
public who, through democracy, can do something about my situatione
Thank youl"

SERGE IVARO
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i/AG~13 S=2 TACTICAL BRIEF
17 MARCH 1963

ENZMY ACTIVITY IN TV Cill LA AREA

The only simnificant contacts with the enery in the past week
have been south of Chu Lai. On 1L March, larines and Popular Forces
soldiers of CAP Lima=3 gave chase to several VC and ended up engazing
a platoon sized VC force. This engagement took place eight miles southe
east of 1AG~13. The PF3 and Marines killed three VC and captured three
others. In addition, 70 pounds of TNT were captured and a tunnel come
plex was located and destroyede. There were no friendly casualties in
this engagenment.

At 2000 on 13 March, a patrol from CAP L~} spotted a loaded sampan
in the Tra Bong River, six miles southeast of MAG-13. The sampan re-
fused to stop for inspection and was fired on by the CAP patrol., An
Americal River Patrol Boat was called in, The patrol boat took the VO
sampan under fire, causing a sccondary explosion. The explosion com=
pletely destroyed the sampan, Hine VG bodies were recovered, and it is
believed that the other four VO on the sampan were also killed. '

The District !leadquarters at Binh Son rcceived four rounds of mor-
tar fire and small arms fire on the evening of 15 March, There were no
friendly casualties, Binh Son was also mortared on 7 March resulting
in damage to one building,.

In the Operation Muscatine area, east and south of Binh Son, con=
tact had been nezligible until the morning of 16 March., Army ground
troops once again made contact with the Viet Cong battalion which op=
erates below the Batangan Peninsula, 22 miles southeast of MAG=13. By
0900 on 16 lMarch, Americal ground units and gunships had accounted for
90 VC killed and friendly units were still in contact,.

Although there has been little contact with the enemy in the im=
nediate Chu Lai arca, the eneny appears to be intensifying his booby
traps and nine warfare campaign against friendly troops. There have
also been many civilian casualties as a result of the enemy!s indis-
criminate placiangz of booby traps. Enemy booby traps constantly take
new forms. As an cxample, about ten days ago, an Americal soldier
bouzht a gilver cigarette lizhter in An Tane. The lighter was booby=
trapped and caused minor injury to the owners A check revealed that
seven other men in the same unit had purchased the same type of lighter.

Occassionally, the enemy's booby traps will backfire on hime. On
9 March, an Army patrol came on two Viet Cong planting a mine in a
road ten miles south of MAG-13. In their haste to escape, the VC dot-
onated the mine. Both V¢ were killed in the explosion.

£01 OFFICIAL USE OILY
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On the same day, Amy IPs discovored a 155 mm arvillcoy round 12
meters off [lizhway One. The round was found two miles below the main
gate to Chu Lai 3ase, rizht across the road from the base perimeters
Quite possibly, this was a dud round with which the VC planned to mine
Hizhway One, This is a particularly heavily travelled stretch of road.

Although contact with the enemy may be spafse, there is still plenty
of evidence that the Viet Cong are still in the imunediate Chu Lai areae

COUNT. AT:TELLIGENCE HOTE

During his recent offensives, the enemy succeeded in stealing and
counterfelttlng docurients used by both Vietnamese and U, S. military
personnel. These documents included identification cards, transporta=
tion authorizations, leave papers, operational orders, civilian ID cards,
and passes allowing entrance to military compounds. By use of forged
passes, the enemy was in some cases able to gain entrance to strategic
areas prior to the launching of an attacke

The enemy has also used friendly military equipment to either es=
cape detection or pass through friendly checkpoints. To an untrained
American eye, it is difficult to tell VC wearing stolen equipment from
ARVH troops. To an aerial observer, it is also difficult to tell a
group of VC wearing Marine flak jackets, helmets, and web gear from a
Marine unit on patrol.

It is emphasized that, regardless of classification, no documents
or forms be permitted to fall into enemy hands, Group Orders require
thattall paper be burned. All military equipment, whether serviceable
or not, should be turned into the proper channels rather than being
carelessly discarded.

MAG~13 BDA RECAZ

During the week of J=15 liarch, HAG-13 aircraft flew missions in
support of larine, Army, and ROK liarine operations throughout I Corps.
Bomb Damaze Assessment as reported by air and ground Forward Air
Controllers included:

25 VC or NVA Xilled By Air

67 structures destroyed and 3J damaged

21 bunkers destroyed and 3 damaged

1 truck destroyed and 1 damaged

19 secondary explosions and U secondary fires
1 road cut

1 automatic weapons position destroyed

1 mortar position destroyed

715 meters of trench lines destroyed

It should be noted that the above BDA is only part of the actual
totals In many cases, controllers arc not able to accurately assess
BDA because of hostile fire. Also the target may be obsoured by smoke
or haze, Many MAG-13 missions are also radar controlled and the
impacts are not actually observed.
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‘ IMAG=13 S5S-2 TACTICAL BRIEF
S i i 2L MARCII 1963

HEW VC WEAPONS: TIE VERY OLD A¥D TVE VERY NiEW

In the early days of the Vietnan wai‘, niany Viet Conz units were armed

uith obsolete rifles, homemade mortars, and such gear as they could capture

from Govermient troops., Today, thanks to his outside sources of supply,
even the Local Ferce Viet Cong are armed with a complete inventory of mod=
ern weapons, frowm the AK-L7 Assualt Rifle to 122 mm rockets,

Since the Tet Offensive, Allied intelligence have found evidence of
three new weapons used by the WO, Going back to the IMiddle Agzes concept
of catapulting rocks or fire bombs into enemy-held fortresses, the Viet
Cong have recently been catapuiting satchel charges into friendly instal-
lationse The VC place a "kickex' charge next to a standard satchel charge
in a sloped trench. When the kicker charge is detonated, the satchel
charge will be hurled ip to 300 meters by the blast. Thus, the charge
can easily clear obstacles from some distance outside friendly lines.
Thus far, the catapulted charges have yet to do any particular danage to
friendly positionse ’

In kecping with their war of terrorism and sdbotagze, the Viet Cong
have developed en explosive charge which to the wntrained eye looks exe
actly like an ordinary building blocke The blocks are gray in color,
simdilar to wmixed concrete. Hach blocl: weighs about 30 pounds. TOD
experts have cstimated that a single block contains enouzh explosive to
knock out an ordinary size highuay bridges Since Tet, this device has
been discovered at three bridge sites in I Corps,.

The 122 mm rocket has beecn in use by thc VC/WVA forces for over a
year. It gave the enemy a portable artillery which could reach friendly
installaticns from miles awaye. [owever, this weapon requires many portors
for Qoth the rockets and the launcher. Recently, an cven more portable
rocket has been employed by the enenye Tlis weapon is the Chinese Corxm:
nist-ranufactured 107 mn spin stabalized roclket. While this rocket ic
similar to the 122 ma rocket in its employment, it weighs only L2 pounc..
completely assenbled, The 122 ma rocket weighs 105 pounds and must be
broken down into three parts for transports The 107 wm rocket is three
feet long, fully assembled, and thus can be carried easily by one wans
The range of the 107 mm rocket is about 9000 meters, just 2000 meters less
than the renge of the heavier 122 mm rocket.

The 107 i rocket has not been efiployed in I Corps as of yets During
Tet, it was used agaiinst friendly installaticn in the southern part of
Vietnane
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SEEURITY OF CLASSII‘ILD TATTIR

SecuritV'Vlolatlono result from bad qablts aqd ofton Dose a threat
to mational securitye. Security viclations take on a more serious asnect -
when they occur in instellations located in LOTOl”H countries because of
their greater vulnerability tc hostile e: oxoﬁuatlon. If a specific type
of securlty violation is repeated, it is an 1nd1c tion of a bad habit,

These uad habits are usually the result of haste, inconvenience, or

plain cwrelossaous in the dnlly‘handlln" of c1a531flad ‘information.
I

The Of¢1ccr conductlng an lnveutlvatlon for a document that camnot -
be accounted for frequently reaches the conclu51on that the document was
probably inadvertently destroyed. This could bo*so, but on the other.
hand, the: document could be in exolstenco and in the possession of hose -
tile intelligencee P .

- Lo, ‘ .“
The only violations knowm, of course, are those that have been dis=
covered and reported. Ko one will ever lLibw how many have actually OCe
curred, but were not dluCOVQTGdo :
|

The most corron violations of oecurlty are !
I
[

1. A safz left open overniﬂ'ht ; - ’
2e Clau,1¢1ed documbntu 1eft unsecured ovefnlvht,

3+ The discussion of cla351f1ed 1nformetlon over thc teleohone._'
ALl oorsonnel st be aware of their oecurJty respon51b111t1es.

Report all security. violations, whebher actual or suspected, to Group S-2
for further investizapion.

MAG-13 BDA RICAP

I
l
|
l
|
|
1

During the week of 15-22 larch 196u, MG-13 alrcraft flew wissions }
in support of Operations Scotland_ Lancaster, Xentucky, Napoleon/Saline,
Samurai IV, Worth, andeheeler/Wallowa. MiG-13 'aircraft had an umusually
productive Ueek and wWere credlted.w1th the folldw1ng Bombh Damage Assessma -

35 ¥VA or VC Killed by Morine Air . !

- 39 stluctures destroyed and 16 damaged |

72 bunkers destroyed (1nclud1ng one supply'bunker) and 10 dana zed

2 bridges damaged . , , gy

1 truck destroyed ' ' P

5 road cuts o

13 secondary ekploSlODS and 6 secondary fire

2 recoilless rifle positions destroyed :

7 auvtomatic weapons positions destroyed I

1 hortar'gosib4an destroyed and 2 damagcd‘:

1 artillery po:ition destroyed |
1 anti=aircralft artillery position danas edl
370 meters of trenchline destroyed

OB OFFICTAL USE QWLY

=
i< PR

DECLASSIFIED




DECLASSIFIED

»

. the armed forces,

FOR OFFICIAL USE ol‘ | ‘

TIE ARVN GI: e

Jur comterpart in the Vietnamese Amied Forces uses Awmerican weapons,
Anerican equipment, and is often supported by Andrican aiz. 0% and artile
lery. Ilowever, the terms under which he scrves gre vastly different from
the terms an American servicenan azrees to serve |under.

While an American serviceman signs for a given léngth of service, the
.!.&RVN so]_.dier is enlisted for the duration of the war, Ilis term of service
is considered to date from January 1, regerdless |of when he actually entered

During his six weeks of basic training, the ARVN soldier covers the
same military subjects as an American soldier. After basic training, the
infantrymen receive three addition wecks of Adwnced Infantry Traininge
Those soldiers assimed to other MOSs will receive either formal school

training or in magy job classifications,; on the j\ob training.

The ARVY] soldier!s pay depends on his rank and the size of his family.
An ARVN pI‘lV?Le with a wife and child receives abou't L5 dollars per month.
A sergeant wil: o wife and two children receives about 6ly dollars monthlys
An ARVY licutenant with a wife and three children| earns about 100 dollars
per month. The ARV soldier also receives special pay for certain jobs,
such as hazardous duty pay and flizht pay. Unllk‘e all in-country U. S sér—
vicemen, tho ARVEY sold:Ler does not receive hostilé fire pay.

The ARVI{ soldier receives medical care for both himself and his faruly-
Rocently a PX system was established which will emable the ARVN SOld_'Ler to
save money in the purchase of some staple food 1témso

OPFRATION IUSCATINE : {

| Last week, units of the Americal Division mox‘red into an area in whlch
American units rarcly operate, Two Army compﬂnles mauled a VG battalion
with the assistance of supporting arms. The oncountor took place in the
Operation luscatine area, 20 miles southeast of MG~13 on 15 March.

When an Americal company On a Sweep operatlor‘l ran into enewmy opposition,
a second company was combat assualted into a blocking position north of the
enewy unit, The area between the two Amerlcal coripanles was subjected tc
artillery bombardment and was worked over by gunships. The two companic:

then advanced towards cach other against sporadie
123 Viet Cong bodies were found on the battlefield

anparently had some time to police the battlefield

weapons were captured, along with hO 60 mn mortar

The Army lost two men killed and
casuzlties were due to mines and booby traps.

Operation Muscatine started in late Decewber
for over 900 enemy killed in action.
dividual weapons have been captured.

ten woundedd

b

enemy fires 4 total ¢

. The enemy survivors
as only three individual
rounds.

ilcarly all the friendly

and has thus far accounted

Three crew served weapons and 163 in-
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MAG<13 §<2 TACTICAL BRIGF
31 MARCH 1960

LOCAL ENEMY ACTIVITY

Each month dwring the period of low lunar illumination, the local
Viet Cong manage to initiate some sort of attack on friendly unit or
installations in the Chu Lai area, This may be a large scale attack
such as the attack on Ly Tin District Headquarters on 2 January or the
Tet rocket attacks on Chu Lai. The enemy may also mount some sort of
harrassing attack such as the 5 March attack on the Sand Rampi A harrase
sing attack may do little damage to friendly installationsi However, the
local populace are once again reminded that there are still VC in the
area and they are still capable of offensive actions

The VC carried out a scrics of attacks on the morming of 25 March,
when the 9th Engineers, An Tan village headquarters, and the An Tan Bridge
were all hit. At about Ol00, mortar rounds started falling in and around
the 9th Engineer Battalion compound., In a four minute period, the enemy

fired about 25 rounds, Friendly casualties were light and damage to fac=-
ilities was negligible. .

The mortar fire came from south of the An Tan Bridge along the An
Tan River, behind the hamlet of Tich Taye The MPs at the bridse did .
not observe the:mortars being fired because the VC took the bridge under

small arms fire at the same tine.

A second group of VC meanwhile moved on An Tan, Several mortar
rounds landed in a group of houses on the main street of An Tan, The
enemy!s targzet was probably the village headquarters right across the
street, However, the rounds were short of their target and destroyed
three houses and injured 21 peoplce

Outeside of An Tan, the Popular Forces soldiers intercepted a group
of Viet Cong who were moving into An Tans The VC were driven off after
an exchange of small arms fire., The PFs believe that this VC force was
a sapper party moving in to destroy government facilities in An Tan.

Based on past experience, the Viet Cong will not initiate an attack
if there is more than 4O percent lunar illumination. This figure will
not be reached until 5 April. Quite possibly there may be another round
of VC attacks by then, There are indications that the enemy is planning
another attack against the cities of South Vietnam, In this casse, it is
reasonable to assume that Chu Lai would also be one of the targzets, to
tie up aireraft which might otherwise be supporting friendly units else=
where in I Corps. :
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THE GHIEU HOT PROGRAM -

The Vietnamese Governnent!s Chieu Hoi Program provides aimesty to
persons who had previously supported the activities of the Viet Cong or
VA, and who voluntarily decide to return to the side of the Government.
The word "Chieu! means to appeal, while "!Ioi" means to return.

The Chieu iloi Program weakens the enemy by loss of personncl by de-
fections, In addition, the Government gains valuable intelligence infor-
mation and can utilize the services of returnccs in both tactical and
psychological operations. Tactical support includes locating and idontify-
ing enery personnel and locating enemy weapons and supply caches. Psy=
cholozical operations support includes writing letters by Hoi Chanhs
(Chieu Hoi ralliers) to the remaining enemy and making tape reccordings for
aerial and ground loudspeaker broadcasts to encourage other defectionse

Under the Chieu lloi program, defectors are given food, clothing,
shelter, safety, the opportunity to be reunited with their families. The
Hoi Chanhs nay also be given vocational training or jobd,. ‘

Lfter defocting, the ilol Chenh is retained for two months in one of
the 52 Chieu liol centcrs located at province, Corps, or national levels.
High ranking defectors arc sent to the Hational Chieu ol Center in Saigon,
where political indoctrination is most intense., There are six Chieu loi
centers in I Corps, one in each province plus one in Danang.

In I Corps, some of the lfoi Chanhs have entered the Kit Carson Scout
Program, which was initiated by the Marines, but which has now been adopted
by all Free World lMilitary Assistance Forces in I Corps. lany enemy wea=

pons have becn captured by the Americal Division in their TAOR as a result
of information provides by lioi Chanhs, :

In early 1963, an entire Viet Cong Platoon rallied to the Government
in the Anericalls Wheeler/WWallowa operating areas. More rccently, the
entire VC infrastructure of the village of Phu Dien in the Wheeler/lallowa

arca defected to the government. Constant and effective allied operations
in their area had convinced them they were on the losing side.

WiIEAT 'S [APPENING?

One of the best methods of conbatting rumor spreading in a commari:’
is a systemetic and effective troop information program. ING-13 S-2 av
tempts to provide such a program by means of this weekly Tactical Brief.
However, the amount and type of information which can be disseminated in
a Drief of this nature is limited by both space and security considerations.

Much addition information can be passed a% &n oral brief. Thursday
is MAG=13's briefing daye. Three briefs are proscnted:

At 1300, Group Guard is briefed at th: Falisted Club. A1l Officers
and Staff MCOs are briefed at 1530 in the Suaii Club, followed by a
brief for Sergeants and below at 1600 in the Enlisted Club.

A1l three briefs last about 25 minutes.
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ROCKET ATTACK WARNTHGS

. In the four previous rocket attacks on Chu Lai 4ix Ease, the alert
siren did not sound wntil the rockets had impacteds Howevcr, in each
attack the control tower saw the rocket trails in the skyé To give ad=
didnal warning to troops in the living area and to night trews, the tower
will flash the word of the rockct sightings to the Opefations Duty
Offlcer, who Wwill then sound the alert siren,

The rocket trails are visible in the sky for two or three seconds
iafter launchings. The flight time of a 122 mm rocket varies with the rangee.
Flight time is aboubt half-z-minute at 8000 meters to almost a full minute
at the maximum range of 11,000 meters, The rockets that have hit Chu Lai
have all come from a range near the maximum.

Personnel will now have some time to get under cover before the
first impacts.

KEYS TO UNDERSTANDING |

There may be as many reasons for being in Vietnam as there are
Lmericans., Some will say they were ordered here and that is reason
enoughe

Hany men find deeper reasons for being in Vietnam after they arrlve
and sec for themselves the plizht of the people and VG tcrrorlsm. '

There has never been a question about which 100 percent of the
people agreed on 100 percent of the time., The very nature of our governe
ment at home encourages free speech and allows people to think for them
selvess One of the basic reasons for having a lMarine Corps is to protect
the liberties of our people at home including those who disggree with use

Another reason for having a Harine Corps is the value we attach to
Human Life. It is precisely beecause every human life is valuable that
brave men go out to put their lives on the 11ne to protcet those whose
lives are- threatened.

For some iiarines, the larger picturc is more important, Nost of
the members of the South East Asia Treaty Organization are now represent
in Vietnam with troops, engineer or air support, or medical teams., Thce.
countries are constantly aware of the threat to their 'safety if commumn.
expansion goes unchecked. lNany smaller countries, which exist in wortar
range of commmunist states, are kecenly watching the conflict to see if we
keep our work to answer the Republic of Victnam's request for assistances

From the FIFPac Unit Leader's Personal Response Handbook)
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