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To: Commanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Uing 

Subj: Command Chronology Period 1-31 11arch 1968 

Ref: 

Enc1: 

(a) NCO 5750.2A 
(b) ~'lgO 5750.1C 

(1) JrAG-13 Command Chronology Period 1-31 Narch 1968 1 

JI-I8d!iS-13 Command Chronology Period 1-31 Harch 1968~ C . / 
~t'IABS-13 Command Chronology Period 1-31 Harch 1968 r;J.(J/~, 
l"t,pA-323 Command Chronology Per~od 1-31 March 1968 c t) 
0Vl.fFA-314 Command Chronology Per~od 1-31 Harch 1968 .J\ lJ 
J Vl1FA-115 Command Chronology Period 1-31 ].ia.rch 1968 

1. In accordance 1:r.i. th references (a) and (b), the subject report is 
submitted as enclosures (1) through (6). 

2. Upon removal from the subject report this letter is downgraded to 
Unclassified. 
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PART ONE:- ORGANIZATIONAL DATA 

1. Cownanders and Staff' 

a. Headquarters, l-'T.AG-13 (1-31 }1arch) 
RANK 

NAME -
ED~1ARD N. LE FAIVRE 
J.AMES H. BERGE JR. 
PHILIP- D. SHUTLER 
HARTIN J. BASAR 
ANTHONY B. KOUHA 
LEONARD R. LANG 
CARL E. R. BLACK 
ROGER A. GURLEY 
FRANK D. TOPLEY 
ROY A. SEAVER 
DON J. SLEE 

b. H~iS-13 (1-31 March) 

~ 

PAUL L. SIEGHUND 
HARRY E. TAYI,oR 
JANES S. GAHAGAN 
HAROLD G. DEAN 
HA.lt'1Y R. SMITH 

c. MABS-13 (1-31 March) 

~ 

LEROY A. MADERA 
JOHN I. ImDSON 
HAROLD E. "TILSON 
GEORGE 1v. FRITSCHI 
DANIEL I. CARROLL 
CAL"liJB G. DUNU 

d. VMF1I.-323 (1-31 March) 

~ 

HARRY T. HAGAMAN 
PAUL G. BOOZMAN 
HENRY G. MILLER JR. 
EDlfARD R. BAILEY 
PHILIP R. KRUSE 
HARREN A. FERDINAND 

BILLET 

CO (1-24 MAR) 
CO (25-31 MAR) 
XO 

T /0 --XCTUAL 

COL 
COL 
LTCOL 

ADJ 
SG'flIIAJ 
SGTMAJ 
S-1 
S-2 

CAPT 
(1-11 MAR) SGTMAJ 
(12-31 NAR) SGTHA,J 

COL 
COL 
LTCOL 
1-10-1 
SGTMAJ 
SGTYillJ 
11M 
11AJ 
LTCOL 
LTCOL 
LTCOL 

S-3 (1-8 MAR) 
S-3 (9-31 NAR) 
S-4 

BILLET 

CO 
xo 
8-3 
A/c MAINTO 
ADMINO 

BILLET 

co 
XO 
ADl-ITNO 
BASEOPSO 
BASESERVO 
SGTMAJ 

BILIET 

CO 
xo 
S-3 
5-1 
S-4 
A/c l·1AINTO 

I-I 
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NAT 
HAJ 
LTCOL 
LTCOL 
LTCOL 

RllliK 
T /0 --XCTUAL 

LTCOL 
Ml\J 
MJ\J 
HAJ 
LT 

!.TCOL 
MAJ 
MAJ 
LTCOL 
ISTLT 

RANK 
UQ ---XCTUAL 

LTCOL 
MAJ 
CAPT 
MAJ 
MAJ 
SGTl~ 

LTCOL 
MAJ 
ClfO-4 
M1IJ 
MAJ 
SGTHAJ 

RANK 
T/o ~CTUAL 

LTCOL 
NAJ 
Ht\J 
LT 
we 
MJ\J 

LTCOL 
MAJ 
MAJ 
lvrAJ' 
CAPT 
}'J\J 

&1 
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e. VHFA-314 (1-31 :Harch) 

~ BILLET 

EERBERT V. LUNDIN CO 
ROBERT H. SCHOLTZ XO 
RONALD vI. KRON S-3 (1-9 l'JAR) 
PHILLIP L. ELLIOT 8-.3 (10-31 NAR) 
PHILIP M. HINKLE S-l 
JOHN M. HERRING S-2 
MARTIN U. BEREDITH 5-4 
Qmtl\LD E. HALSH A/C MAINTO 

f. VHFA-115 (1-31 Harch) 

~ BILLET 

GERALD 1-1. VAUGHAN CO 
CARL L. BATTISTONE XO (1 }lIAR) 
.jACOB H. MOORE XO (2-31 MAR) 
JACOB VI. 1100RE S-3 (1 lYiAR) 
HENRY O. GROOMS 8-3 (2-31 MAR) 
DAIl11.n R. GRIFFING S-l 
ROBERT E. BARKER 8-2 
DENIS L. SHORTAL 5-4 
JAMES R. TlmoGMORTON A/e MAINTO 

2. Task Organi,2Iation and Unit LocatioJl 

QRGANIZATION LOCATION 

HAG-13 
14.AG-13 
H&NS-13 
MABS-13 
VNFA-115 
VHFA-314 
VMFA-323 

CHU LA.1, RVN 
CIro LAl, RlnT 
CIm LAI, RiTN 
COOUI, RVN 
CIro Lt\I, RVN 
COO LAl, RVN 
CHIT LAl, RIm 

.3. Average Monthly Strength 

COMMANDING OFFICER 

COL EDWARD N. I.E FAIVR!!:: 
COL JAMES H. BERGE 
LTCOL PAUL L. SIEGHtJND 
LTCOL LEROY A. M1\DERA. 
LTCOL GERALD loT. VAUGHAN 
tTeot HERBERT V. LUNDIN 
LTCOL HARRY T. HAGAMAN 

RANK 
tiQ --:i:CTUA1 

LTCOL LTCOL 
M1\J LTCOL 
MAJ MAJ 
MAJ MAJ 
LT MAJ 
LT CAPT 
HO MAJ 
MAJ MAJ 

RANK 
!LQ --XCTUAL 

LTCOL LTCOL 
J..1AJ LTCOL 
MAJ MAJ 
MAJ M1\.J 
MAJ MAJ 
LT CAPT 
LT LT 
HO CAPT 
JlW }1AJ 

DATE OF OFFICE 

1-24 Harch 
25-31 March 
1-31 Harch 
1-31 Harch 
1-31 Narch 
1-.31 ~Iarch 
1-31 Harch 

USMC 
Squadron ~ N!Q AG Enlisted 

USN 
Officers Enlisted 

H&a>!s-13 *16 6 24 418 
MABS-13 4 16 412 
~WA-115 15 14 4 252 
~1FA-314 17 14 4 243 
VNFA-;2.2 12 14 -k ~ 
Group 67 48 52 1569 

o 
5 
1 
1 
1 
8 

* This figure includes one NAP - MGySgt J. A. CONROY 
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4. Important Visitors to the Connnand 

Maj or General TP'.ARIN, Deputy Commander, FHFPac, visited the Group 
while touring Chu Lai on 22 March. 

Colonel TREAD~1ELL frOID FHFPac Headquarters and his inspection team 
visited Chu Lai for the purpose of inspecting MAG-13. The inspection 
team inspected all areas of interest in NAG-13 and after three days 
departed the area. Results of the inspection .. till be used by MAG-13 
to improve any weak areas that may exist. 

1-3 I 
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PART THO:- NARR.\TlVE SUHHARY 

1-1arlne Aircraft Group-13 flew 1971 sorties for 224,4.5 combat hours 
in 11arch. 4245.015 tons of ordnance were dropped by this Group. 

Opere.tions supported included Kentucky, Niagra, Scotland, Hheeler/ 
HalloVTa, Lancaster II, Samauri IV, Salina, Musca tine, J e b Stuart, Uorth, 
Houston and Napoleon. Hissions flo'tom included Close 1i.ir Support, 
Direct Air Support, Visual Reconnaissance and TPQ. 

The Khe Sanh area 'Was the main target for MAG-13 aircraft. Both 
TPQ and visual dive bombing were used extensively to thHart the massive 
NVA/VC build up in that area. 

Significant BD! included 177 KIt'\: confirmed, 91 KBA probable, 222 
structures destroyed and 66 structuxes damaged. (Complete list in 
paragraph 9, PART THR~) 

II-I D& 
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PART T~: SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 

1. Personnel. During the month of March, Marine Aircraft Group-13 had 
a loss of t~nty (20) officers and one hundred and ninety-seven (197) 
enlisted personnel due to rotation and transfers. During this same 
period, seventeen (17) officers and t1~ hundred and forty (240) enlisted 
personnel reported to the Group for duty. 

2. A:ym.rds. There were two (2) Distinguished Flpng Crosses, five 
hundred and ninety-nine (599) Air Medals, one (1) Navy Achievement Medal 
and thirteen (13) Meritorious Mast received by members of this conunand 
during the month of March • 

.3. Casualties 

Non-hostile 

a. Total for l1arch • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 25 
b, Total returned to duty ,. 0 0 • • • • • • 0 22 
co Total HedEvac 0 • • • • • • • • • • 0 0 • •• 5 
do' Total number of man days lost •••••••• 145 

Hostile 

a. 
b o 

Killed in Action • • 0 !I 

1vounded in Action • • 0 

Co Hissing in Action •• 0 

• • • • • • • • • • 
o • • • 0 • • . . . . 
• • • • • • • • • 0 0 

o 
o 
o 

4. Civic Action. }Ia.rch brought about an increase in the number of 
11ED CAPS to the villages of Long Phu II and An Tan. A j\1ED CAP conducted 
by VMFA-115 resulted in the innoculation of 300 children. 

As a result of the 25 Harch VC mortar attack on An Tan, 21 people 
are homeless. HAG-l.3 provided clothing ("rhich had been privately 
donated to :HAG-13 Civic Action) for 15 children and 6 adults. Building 
materials are being sought to rebuild the destroyed homes. 

Captain P.obert E. nnr JR. is the ne'lr1 Civic Action Officer as Captain 
John DAY returned to the states on the 20th of March. 

5. Intelligence. Briefing and debriefing of aircrews and orientations 
to new aircrevTs uere conducted. Publication of the ~ekly S-2 "Tactical 
Brief" continued (See Supporting Documents, Part Four). The booklet 
"Uho are the V;.et Cong" has been distributed on a continuing basis to 
all Officers and SNOOts. 

General Intelligence briefs are given each Thursday by the Group 
Intelligence Orficer for Sergeants and below. Weekly Intelligence briefs 
are also given to the Group Guard concerned mainly with the Chu Lai TAOR. 
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6. Inclustrial Relations. YlAG-13 presently has thirty three (33) 
Local Nationalist Citizens (LNC) under employment. 

7. Airfield O"Ocrations. All facilities are o3)erational on the ~icst 
Field. The sites for the installation of the E-28 arresting gear are 
now under construction. The E-28 gear will be located 1300' from 
each end of the i-Test Field. The south site and gear is estimated to 
be o"Oerational by 7 April 1968. 

The controlled take-ofr and landings at Chu Lai totaled 40,084 
uhich is an all time record ror Chu Lai Air Base. The launch and 
recovery seotion arrested 1,065 aircraft of '''hich 24 were declared 
emergencies. 

8. Combat Operations 

~9.mdron 

HelMS_13 

VIvJFA-323 
Vl1FA-314 
VNFA-115 

Total 

Kentucky 
Niagra 
Scotland 
Houston 

TA-4F 
C-117 
F-4B 
F-.4.B 
F-4B 

§Qx:t:i..e~ 

61 
61 

585 
686 
~ 

1971 

Hheeler/Hallowa 
Lancaster II 
Samauri IV 
Napoleon 

KB..I\. (Confirmed.) • • • • • • • • • • • • 
KaT\. (Probable) •••••••••••• 
Structures (Destro~d) •••••••• 
Structures (Damaged) ••••••••• 
Bunkers (Destroyed) • • • • • • 
Bunkers (Damaged) • • • • • • • • • 
Secondary Explosions •••••• 
Secondary Fires • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Fighting Holes • • • • • • • • • • 
Road Cuts • • • • • • • • •• 

III-2 

177 
91 

222 
66 

209 
42 
11 
23 
30 Des 
17 
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Ho~ 

78.4 
L~.6. 7 

671.1 
778.3 
670.0 

2244.5 

Salina 
Jeb Stuart 
Harth 
Steel Tiger 
Tally Ho 

is I 



DECLASSIFIED 

• 
Trucks • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Portal'" Positions •••••••• 
Automatic Weapons Positions •• 
Trench Line •••••• • • • • 
Anti-Aircraft Positions • • •• 
Artillery Piece Destroyed • • • 

• • • 
• • • 
• • • · . . 

• • :3 Des/2 Dam 
4 Des/I Dam 

•• 25 Des 
•• 2460 Meters Des 
•• 1 

2 

9. Base Develon1'1ent. Dtn"ing the month of lIarch the IvlABS-13 Utili ties 
Section completed over eighty (SO) Hritten and verbal "TOrk requests. 
The requests varied f~om small jobs, such as the installation and repair 
of Air Conditioners, to larger jobs like the completion of the 450 R.V.A. 
transformer bank for the mess hall. The Hater Point supplied approx­
imately 2,100,000 gallons of 'later for the personnel in the HAG-l:3 
contonement. 

10. Nom:teL~lelr?,~. 11AG_13 church attendance remains high in Catholic~ 
Protestant and Latter Day Saints services. During the month the Group 
Catholic Chaplain celebrated rlaSS to the 1/46th on Hill 54, 9th Engineers 
on Hill 35 and the 197 LIB. 

Along uith church services the chaplains '\:lOrk on counseling and 
interviei'Ts, Red Cross Cases and visit the hospital in the Chu l,ai area. 
The Catholic CPAp1a.in has been standing the Duty Chaplain at the 2nd 
Surgical ~ospital. 

t1l::R continues to maintain high morale wi thin this command. Me:a:~ 
All quotas for Re:'Rltlere filled. 

11. lIaining. Normal on-the-job/technical training continued within 
each unit of the Group. The following formal schools Here utilized 
by HAG-13 in lfarch: 

NCO Leadership 
Embarltation School 
Corrosion Control 
Vietnamese Language 
Nuclear lJeaponsRefresher 
Clubs and Mess r·1anagement 
VHF 101 Radio 
Transistor Fundamentals 
Personal Response 

Pereonnel Attendiqg 

3 
J 
5 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 

25 

Total attending = 43 
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12. Electroniq, Counterm,eas~s. The use of the "Shoe Horn" Em.ljilarning 
Equipment continued as the majority of missions flown by VJ.AG-13 ,..rare 
in the SAM Hi threat areas. Installation of tlShoe Homn equipment 
continues as aircraft are available for induction. 
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THE 1nrli:UP IlJ 1AOS 

=".JAG-13 S -2 TACTICA1 BRIEF 
3 NARCH 1963 

• J2'FO~.D.TION IS 
teO :JE POJ'l'BD mT UNIT 
I'UL1E.TIN BOAJ.1.D ONLY 

SOl1leNhat obscured by the WA/vc Tet offensive has been the intensi­
fication of the communist effort to talte over the supposedly neutral coun­
try of 1aos. l~o doubt the communist effort in 1aos is somel'IThat related 
to the forthcoming shm.rdmm at !Che Sanh. The 11VA must supply any at ... 
tack on Khe Sanh through 1aos. As the communists push further into 1aos, 
the more secure their supply routes become, both via the Ho Chi :Hinh Trail 
from llJorth Vietnam and the Sihanouk Trail through Cambodia and 1aos. 

Understanding the situation in 1aos is difficult because of the dif­
ferEW,t factions fighting in the country. The anti-communist forces of 
the If:ingdom of Laos are the Royal Armed Forces (FAR). The FAR has an 
Army, an Air Force, and a River Flotilla. All the Laotion government's 
armed forces are dependent on foreign aid for their maintenance. 

The Pathet Lao is the military force of the Laotian COl1l11mnist Party. 
The avmved objective of the Pathet Lao is to talee over tho entire country. 
The Geneva Conference of 1954 estabLished Laos as a neutral country, "toJith 

the Pathet Lao cooperating in a coalition government. HOilJGver, the coali­
tion collapsed in 195? and Laos has been in a state of civil war since. 
In recent jTGarS the Pathet Lao have boen supported by increasing numbers. 
of i.~orth Vietnamese Al"lTf:! troops. The Laotian3 consider the NVA to bo the 
Viet l1inh. Thore are also several dissident neutralist groups who aro 
somoilJhat loosely alli8d v-Jith the communists. These groups represent mi­
nority othnic groups vho are either disenchanted with tho Royal Laotion 
government or ];-J110 find cooperation .lith the communists to be profitable. 

Complicating tho situation is tho J.Ii eutralist Arr:ry of Kong Le. .Kong 
Le is a former Laotion Army officer t.Jho took over the government in a 
coup in 1969. liis army i1ms eventually ousted from the Laotian capital 
and he allied himself with the Pathet 1ao. In 1962 he had a falling out 
with tho communists and has fought them since. However, Kong Le has rc 
sisted the integration of his army into the Laotian army and continueo 
to bo an L~depondent force. 

For the past fevJ years, the situation in Laos was more or less sta­
bilized lVith tho communists controlling tho mountainous eastern half of 
Laos. Tho government maintained control of the more populated 1mstern 
~Q1jD.ands and plat.eaus. Since Decomber, the cOiill",tunists, primarily NVA, 
ha've threatened the southern Laotion citios of Attopeu and Saravane. 
At one point in south:8rl1 Laos the communists pcmotJ.'atod to lJithin 33 miles 
or the Nekong River. In the north, tho communists recently overran a 
government outpost, 50 miles from the capit8l city of Vientiane. 
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DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• TfIE COl1BINED ACTION PROGPJd1 

The Combined Action Pro:sram was initiated in LU;~l:C'-'~ '.9\s5 and has £,Town 
to about 90 platoons throughout I Corps. '1'he baoicl:::._.'-, _q\ ':,'-:.i:.J joint US­
ARVN pro3;ram is the Combined Action Platoon (CAP). Til8 CloP is made up of 
a Narine rifle squad and a Navy CorpSJlllla~" along Hith a }5-man i)opular 
Forces Platoon. ' The :/JIarine squad leader doos not connnand the PFs, rather 
he advises tho PF platoon leador. On the othor hand, the PF platoon lead­
er does not command the I'k'1rines. The emphasis in tho Combined Action Pro­
gram is on cooperation rather than a strict chain of command. In practice, 
a Narine firo t08m t,yill 1rJOrk with one PF squad. The Ivlarinos, being exper­
ienced infantrymen, attempt to transmit their skill and knowledge to the 
PFs, vJho are citizen soldiers, serving in the defense of their own commu­
niti63. After a PF platoon becomes self-sufficient, the l.llarine squad will 
move to a new location. The result for tho hamlet is a well-trained and 
motivated home defense force. 

A ~roup of Combined Action Platoons in a particular operating area 
are formed into a Combined Action Company (CACO). The CACO is commanded 
by a Lieutenant or a Captain, • .]ho also has a small company headquarters 
groupo In a particular region, the CACOs 3re organized into a Combined 
Action Group (CAG). The ChG administers personnel and supplies for all 
its CAPs and coordinates with the VietIlc1mose authorities. 

One CAG is headquartered h811 8 at Chu Lai and controls the CAPs in 
southarn I Corps. The. CAG controls three CAGOs. CACO Lima is to tho 
south of Chu Lai, gonerally in Binh Son District. To the northwest of 
Chu Lai, in Ly Tin District, is Ci,CO Kilo. CACO India is fairly ne1'f, and 
operates in the north"restern part of the Chu Lai TAOR. This CiiCO vdll 
soon establish CAPs in the vicinity of Tam Ky, 17 miles northwest of 
Chu Lai. 

The local CAPs have had some outstanding successes in recent months. 
In January, a ;;roup of Harines ;;md PFs from CAP L-5 teamed up with an 
Army platoon to raid [\ VC rest conter, at Jl.n CUODG, 16 miles southeast 
of Chu Lai." The combined task force killed 33 VC and scnttered 300 others 
with no friendly 10ss8s. 

One of the CACO Kilo platoons ambushed a VC sapper unit on Ky Hoa 
Island after the VG had made a successful sapper attack on an Arrrry holo 
pad. The ChP killed four VC and captured one other. These ;wre the on: 
casualties inflicted en the VC in that particular operation. The prise. 
gave information which enabled friendly intelli!?,ence to piece together 
tho entire enemy operation. 

Iifany of the local CAP units lJere harrassed by enemy rsround and 
mortar attacks durin,-S the recant Tot offensive. None suffered anything 
more than vary liGht c3sualtios and none 't'Jere in any danger of being 
overrun. 

It is difficult to evaluate the ClIP Pror~am at tIlis time because 
the Program will be expanded in the futuro and motqods of operation are 
constantly scrutinieed. It Cag be Said that in the Chu Lai ared, the 
Viet Cong have rwvcr been able to control the villar~ers after a CAP unit 
has moved in. 
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VC BOOBY '.i'.a.llPS 

The current tl1:reat of 7C terrorist activH,y ,1'<A;C:'_ . _,.:' <:.::'1 per-
sonnel ~int13in continu:)u8 vigilance for clcmdestine dO"7:'_ces desi~n8d to 
inflict injury to personi1el and dama:so to Ji llied equipment. 

Recently in the Sai30n area, aU. S ~ vehicle at an enlistGd quarters 
was bo.)by trapped. The trap llTaS designod to cause a 1'1-26 grenade to deton..l 
ate uhon the vehicle's clutch .ms depressed. In this caSe the grenade lolCjS 
discovered by the intonded victims before the driver started the vehicle~ 
EOD HilS cdled and the trap lolas dismantled. This terrorist attempt vJaS 

made during daylight hours in a densely popu1ated area. 

AbJut a ,-wok ago, in a large city south ot Chu Lai, an ARVH jeep vJaS 

booby trapped 'Hhile its passengers 'uer8 in a restaurant. In this case, 
the trap 1-jas not detected. All the passengers in the jeop were killed 
when the trap dotonated. 

All personnel are e:ClUtioned that good judgement and alertness can 
reduce the effectiveness of enemy booby trap tactics. A suspicious 
attitude may saVe a life or valuable equipment. 

yOU THUll\: YOU HlJJE PROBLEH3? 

The following is a lett.er to the editor that ap;)()ared in an East 
Coast hometown nm-;spaper: 

"I have a complaint to make against the draft board. I do not tind 
it just to sit dOuffi and do nothing about an idea in which I and a great 
majority of Americans believe. 

III am for the Vietnam liiar and strongly believe in the American view­
point of Corm:1Unist conta5.nment. Ny:)roblem is that I want to enlist in 
the Army, but neither the J"rrny nor ,':my of tho ot,her branches wants me. I 
tried three times to enl~Lst b".l:' UOA :~I?jJ('tod 8 v 8ry tilN:h 

ttl am not an American citizon aad the courtry rJhonce I came does not 
share Ulf feelings about Vietnam:Jr the American vielvpoint. I hold a 
student visa which supplies the draft board with an excuse to refuse my 
applic2.tion for enlistment. 

III heve been in the United States for a little less than three Y02J..·· 

11 number of my best friends have been and are still being draftedo I 
y/Ould li\:e very much to~o over and fight .:llongside my American friends 
for 3 cause for vJh:Lch I am loJillin;s to ~i ve nry lite. Plea3e tell me if 
there is anything that I enn do. I Dm extcnc1in; my plea to the American 
public I'lho, throu:sh democracy, can do s:Jmetlri.ng about llny situation. 
Thank y:)u." 

'3ERGE IViU10 
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HAG-13 S-2 TACTICAL BRIEF 
17 HARen 1960 

ENEf1Y ACTIVITY L"i TlIE CllU LAl lffiEA 

Tr~ IFfFOIU1ATION IS 
Tv i:l;; PUSTJ1:D Oll UNIT 
BU1U,~DJ BOARf.B ONLY 

The only si·csnificant cQntacts with the enemy in the past week 
have been south of Chu 1ai. On 14 r{arch, Narinesand Popular Forces 
soldiers ot CAP Lima-3 gave chase to several VC and ended up enga3l.ng 
a platoon sized VC force. This engagement took place eight miles south­
east of HAG-l3. The PFs and l"Iarines killed three va and captured three 
others. In addition, 70 pounds of TNT lrJere captured and a tunnel com­
plex uas located and destroyed. There lrJcre no friendly casualties in 
this engagement. 

At 2000 on 13 March, a patrol from CAP L-4 spotted a loaded sampliln 
in the Tra Bong River, six miles southeast of MAG-13. The sampan re­
fused to stop for inspection and 1-1aS fired on by the CAP patrol. An 
Americal River Patrol Boat was called in. The patrol boat took the va 
sampan under fire. causing a secondary explosion. The explosion com­
pletely destroyed the sampan. l'Jine va bodies l'Jere recovered" and it is 
believed that the other four VC on the sampan vIere also Itilled. . 

The District YIeadquarters at Binh Son received four rounds ot mor­
tar fire and small arms fire on the evening of 15 Harch. 'l'here lJere no 
friendly casualties. Binh Son was also mortared on 7 Narch resulting 
in damage to ons building. 

In the Operation i-Iuscatine area, east and south of Binh Son, con­
tact had been no:sligiblo until the morning of 16 r.farch. Army ground 
troops once again liJade contact "Jith the Viet Cong battalion which op- . 
erates below the Batangan Peninsula, 22. miles southeast of HAG-13. BY' 
0900 on 16 l'Iarch, Aii'lerical grou,nd units and gunships had accounted for 
90 va killed and friendly units \Jere still in contact. 

Although there has been little contact ~Jith the ene~ in the im­
mediate Chu Lai area, the enemy ap})ears to be intensifying his· booby 
traps and r,line Harfare campai3Il against friendly troops. There havo 
also been r,1any civilian casualties as a result of the enemy's indis­
criminate plac~ng of booby traps. Enemy booby traps constantly take 
net-1 forms. As an example, about ten days ago, an Americal soldier 
bou~t a silver cigarette li3hter in An Tan. The lighter was booby­
trapped and caUSed tUnor injury to the Olu-ner. A check revealed that 
seven other men in the same unit had purchased the same type of lighter. 

Occassionally" the en¢m;rls booby tr<:!ps 't11ill backfire on him. On 
9 Uarch, an Arrrry patrol came on tHO Viet Gong planting a mine in a 
road ton miles south of H4,G-13. In their haste to escape, the VC det­
onated the mine. Both VO "mre ldlled in the explosion. 
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On the same day, Amy BPs diSC()70red a 155 mm u::'"'~ilL-'Y rO:'ll1d 12 
meters off IIi;~hHay One. The round uas found tNO miles below the lllain 
gate to Chu Lai3ase, right across the road from the base perimeter. 
Quite possibly., this 'Was a dud round with l'Jhich the VC planned to mine 
Highway One. This is a particularly heavily travelled stretch of road. 

Although contact nith the enemy may be sparse, there is still plenty 
of evidence that the Viet Gong are still in the imr:lediate Chu Lai area. 

During his recent ofi'ensives, the anent?" succeeded in stealing and 
counterfeitting documents used by both Vietnamese and U. S. military 
personnel. These documents included identification cards, transporta­
tion authorizatiol1s, leave papers, operational orders, civilian In cards, 
and passes allowing entrance to military compounds. By use of forged 
passes, the enemy l'Jas in Some cases able to gain entrance to strategic 
areas prior to the launching of an attack. 

The enemy has also used friendly military equipment to either es­
cape detection or pass throu3h friendly checkpoints. To an untrained 
American eye, it is difficult to tell VC 'vearing stolen equipment from 
ARVN troops. To an aerial observer" it is also difficult to tell a 
group of va l-Jearing Narine .flak jacl~ets, helmets, and Yeb gear from a 
Harine unit on patrol. 

It is en~hasized that, regardless of classification, no documents 
or forms be permitted to fall into enemy hands, Group Orders require 
thattall paper be burned. All military equipment, vlhether serviceable 
or not, should be turned into the proper channels rather than being 
carelessly discarded. 

NAG-13 BDA ROOli.E' 

During the lJeel{ of J-l5 !Larch, NAG-13 aircraft flew missions in 
support of Harine, Army, and ROKEarine operations throughout I Corps. 
Bomb Dama:5e Assessment as reported by air and ground FoTtvard Air 
Controllers included: 

25 VC or }TVA Killed By Air 
67 structures destroyed and 3J damaged 
21 bunkers destroyed and 3 damaged 
1 truck destroyed and 1 damaged 
19 secondary explosions and 0 second8ry fires 
1 road cut 
1 automatic weapons position destroyed 
1 lilOrtar position destroyed 
71> meters of tronch lines destroyed 

It should be noted that the above BDA is only part of the actual 
total. In many cases, controllers arc not able to accurately assess 
BDA because of hostile fire. Also tho target TIlay be obsoured by smoke 
or haze. l-Tany NAG-13 missions are also radar controlled and the 
impacts are not actually observed. 
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HEtV' VO WEAPOl'5: TIlE VEF.Y OLD MID THE V&'lY Jl.m~ 

... " 

In the early days of the Vietnam lrar, many Viet Cong units were armed 
uith obsolete rifles, homemade mortars, and such gear as they could capture 
frot! GoverD!i;ont troopsQ Today, thanks to his outside sources of supply, 
even the Local Fo:..~:::o Viet Gong are armed uith a complete inventory of mod­
ern lJeapons, fr'Ciil theAK-47 Assualt Rifle to 122 lim!. rockets. 

Since the Tet Offensive, Allied intelligence have found evidonce of 
three neu 'tJeapons used by ~:jlle VC. Going back to the lIiddle Ages concept 
of catajjlultiDE; rocks Or fJ.re bombs into enetiw-held fortresses, the Viet 
Cong have re'::ently been cntapuJ.ting satchel charges into friendly instal­
lations. The VC place a ll'kickel,II charge next to a standard satchel charge 
in a sloped trench. 1:Then the kiclcer charge is detonated, the satchel 
charge nill be hurled tip to '300 meters by the blast. Thus, the charge 
can easily clear ob3tacles frOEl some distance outside friendly lines. 
Thus far s the catapulted charges have yet to do any particular damage to 
friendly positions. 

In !ceoping uith their I'Jar of terrorism and sabotage, the Viet Cong 
have d~veloped all oxplosive charge uhich to the untrained eye looks ex­
actly 1i1ce an ordinary building block. Tho blocks are gray in color, 
siliular to ),;lixed concreto. Ii:nch blocl~ rreighs about 30 pounds. EOD 
experts havo estimated that a sii1g1e block conta:i,ns enough explosive to 
knock out, 1m ordinary sizG hig11t,a;)" bridge. :Since Tot, this device has 
been discovered at three bride;o sites in I Corps. 

The 122 111m rocket has been in use by tho VC/NVA forces for over a 
year. It Gave the enelny a portable arti11eT1J tJhich could reach friendly 
installnticns from ni10s mray. lIou6ver, tlus rJeapon requires nw.ny portors 
for goth the rockets and the launcher. Recently, an even more portable 
rocket has been el'llployed by the ener,w. T his weapon is the Chi.nese C0r.11C11., 

nist-I:Janufactured 107 ran spin stabalized rocleet. irIhile this rocket i;.: 
sirdlar to the 122 mlil rocket in its emp1oYTllont, it 1ITeighs only 42 poune:. 
completely assembled. The 122 mr,l rocket ueigha 105 pounds and must be 
brolwn down into three parts for transport. The 107 mm rocket is three 
feet long, fully assembled, and t4us can be carried easily by one l'ilan. 
The range of the 107 li1lil rocket is about 9000 meters, just 2000 meters less 
than the ra11l~G of tho heavier 122 li1ll rocket. 

Tho 107 1'11:1 rocket has not boon cn1p1oyod in I COIJ?s as of yet. During 
Tot, it was used age:;ilst friendly installation i:l1 the southern part of 
Viotn.aTil. 
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Security Violations result from bad habits 'and of ton ')088 a threat I o. 

to mational security. Security viola'bions t81=e Ion a !il0re 3erious 8spect· 
Hhen they occur in inst211ations locc:tted in i'oro,i:7n countries because of 
their greater i.'ulnerability to hostiie exploit2t!i~n. If a specific type 
of security violatioi1 is repeated, it is an indication of a bad habit. , . 

, 

These tad habits are usually t.he result of ;haste, inconvenience, or 
plain c3relessl1ess in the (bUy oondline; of cbssified -information. , , 

The Officor conducting an illVestigation for; a document that caIu10t 
be accol1::'1tod for :t:roquently roaches tho cOl1clusiJon that tho docur.lont "Has 
probc'oly in .. ':ldvortontly destroyed. This could be: so, but on the other. 
hand, the: docuraont could bo in exsistenco and in; tho possession of "1108- . 
tile intelligenc'e. . 

I 

The only violations' 1mOlm, of 
covered and reported. Eo ono uill 
curred, bU"~ \JOre not discoverod,. 

. I 

course, arc t~6se that have been dis-
ever 1::11011 h0i'1 many have actually oc-

I 

. I 
Tho lilost cou,,:on violations of security are:! ' 

I 
I , 

I 
1. A 82£9 loft open overnight; 

2. Clas:::ified documonts left unsecured.' ovcmight, ! . . , 
3. The cliscussion of classified.in!orlil2.tidn over the telephone. 

I 
I , 

All iJersonnel'mllst be Cl'rmre of their secur:Lty re!3ponsibilitios. 
Report 311 SGclll~ity, violations, lri.hother actual d~ suspected, to Gro';tp 5-2 
for further invcstiga~ion. 

HAG-13 DDA RECAP 

During the 1'JGok of 15-22 .Earch 1960, i:JAG-lj' aircraft flew missions , 
in support of Operations Scotland, Lancaster, j{~l1tucky, Napoleon/Saline, 
Samurai IV, tTorth, and WheelerftlallOi'Ja.· J'.JAG-13 :air~raft had an unusual1-v 
productive ,oJoelc and nere credited lrJith the follOwing Borab Damage Assessmr:··-·' , 

35 £.TVA or VC Killed by Harine Air 
09 sta,roctures destroyed and 16 damaged I 
'72. bui11<;:ers destroyed (including one supply :bun!cer) 
2 bridr'o s dall18G'ed : ,.> u 

1 truclc destroyed , , 
I' 5 road cuts 

IJ socondary explosi'ons and 6 secondary fi*es 
2 recoilloss rifle positions dostroyod 
7 au'c.OI:1Dtic lJoapo;.'1S positiol1s destroyed 
1 laortarpositj:JTl destroyed and 2 d2.r.1.2:~od I , 
1 artillery poc.i-':,iol1 destroyed 
1 auti-aircraft artillery position 
370 meters of tronchlinc destroyed 

I 

cla n3 r,.:o d : 
,~ , 

, 

and 10 damaged 
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T}]E ARVN GI: 

vur counterpa,rtin the VietnaBosQ Armed Forces uses k-"o:dcan Hoapons, 
Arnericanequipment, and is often supported by AmJrican ui::.'._ '-:-,l-0 Gnd artil­
lery. Hot-JOver, the terms under '-111ic11 he serves ctrc vl:\stly diffcront from 
the terms an American servicef.12.n a ;srees to serve \ under • 

1'!hile an Americnn serviceman signs for a given lEin~h of service, the 
ARVH soldier is enlisted for the duration of the IHar• nis term of service 
is conSidered to d£1tO from January 1, regardless of 'Jl1en he actually entered 
the armed forces. 

DurinG: his six 1Jeelro of bi'1sic training, thoJARVN soldier covers the 
same milita!'"1J subjects as ,211 American soldier. Alrter bAsic training, the 
infantrymen receive .three addition lr1eol{s of Advanped Infantry Training. 
Thoso soldiers assigned to other !1OSs trill receivo either formal school 
training or in many job classifications, on the j6b training. 

The ARVfT soldier's pay depends on his rank lnd the size of his family. 
An ARVN private Hith a ,dfe and child receivos abfmt 45 dollars per month. 
A IJOrS8nnt ttlth ~ vTife anel trIO children receives nbout 64 dollars monthly Ii 
An ARVIJ liUutenant T:Jith a vlife and three children \ earns about 100 dollars 
per month. The ARVi.J' Soldier also receives special pe.y forccrtain jobs, 
such as hazardous duty pay and flight pay. Unlil{~ all in-c ountry U. s. ser­
vicemen, the ARVH soldier does not receive hostil6 tire pay. 

The iUl.Vn soldier receives medical care for b1th himself and his family. 
Recently a PX system uas established i'111ich 11ill ekb;I.e the .ARVN soldier to 
sav.e mone;)T in the purcll-:lse of some staple food itttqs~ 

I 

OPERATION 1l[J;3CATIHE I I 
Last 't-reek, lli1its of the Americal Division li1o~ed into an area in which 

American ill1its rarely operate. TT'Ii'o Army companiG~ mauled a va battalion 
~Jith the assistance of supporting arms. The encoUnter took place in the 
Opcration Huscatinc area, 20 ndles southeast of i'itJ.G-13 on 15 £!larch. 

Th . - t . I int .. t . li! en em l1.1ner~cal conrl)any on n s'-Jcep opera J.on ran 0 enemy oppos~ J.on, 
a second company Has COmb2,t assualted into a bloclfing position north of the 
enem.y unit. The area bet't-J'eon the tu() Americal companies vms subjected to 
artillery bombardment and lJaS worked over by gill1s1hps. The two companioL 
then advancod tmmrds each other against sporadic ieneuiy' fire. It -total ( 
12J Viet Congbodies 'Jere found on the bnttleiielq.. The enemy survivors 
ai1parently had some time to police the battlefield as only three individual 
1;J8apOnS lJer8 c8ptured, alon2 lrTith 40 60 film mortar \rourids. 

The Army lost tv10 mon killed and ten HOUl1ded.: l~carly all tho friendly 
casualtieS were due to mines and booby traps. j 

Operation l1uscatine started in lato Decclilber Clnd has thus far accounted 
for over 900 enemy killed in action. Three crevJ erved b-J'eapons and 163 in-
dividual Heapons have been captured. - l 
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LOOAL EimNY ACTIVITY 

H4.G.13 S~ TACTICAL BRIO 
31 llARCH 1960 

Each lilOnth during the period ot low lu:nar illumination, the local 
Viet Cong rnanago to initiate somB sort ot attaclc on fdendly unit or 
installations in the Chu Lai area. This may be a large scale attack 
such as the attack on Ly Tin District HeadqUarters on 2 January or the 
Tet rocket attacks on Chu Lai. The enemy may also mount SOnIe sort of 
harrassing at.tacksuch as the 5 l-1arch attack on the Sand Ramp. A harras­
sing attacl( my do little damage to friendly :installations~ Hoi.,ever" the 
local populace are once again reminded that there are still VO in the 
area and they are still capable of offensive action. 

The va carried out a sedes of attaclcs on the I11Om1ng of 25 llarch, 
when the 9th Engineers, An Tan villa::~e headquarters, and the An Tan Bridge 
were all hit. At about 0100, mortar roW1ds started fallinG in and aroUt1d 
the 9th En~ineer Battalion compound. In a four minute period, the enemy 
fired about 25 rounds. Friendly casualties 1'\1ere light and damage to fac­
ilities lIas negligible. 

The mortar fire came from south of the An Tan Bridge along tb.e An 
Tan River" behind the hamlet of Tich Tay. The rips at the bridge did 
not observe tl1e,.;morta;ros being fired because the VC tool<: the bridge under 

small arms fire at the same tiI:le. 

A second group of VG meamvhile moved on An Tan. Several mortar 
rounds landed in a group of houses on the 1i1ain street of An Tan. The 
enemy1s tarc;et 1118S probably the villa;;9 hcadquarters right acrOSB the 
street. HovJever, the rounds 1-Jere short of th<dr target and destroyed 
three houses and injured 21 people. 

Outside of An Tan, the Popular Forces soldiers intercepted a group 
of Viet Gong Hho vJere mOving into An Tan. The VG were driven off after 
an exchanGe of small arms fire. The PFs believe that this VC force wa.s 
a sapper party moving in to destroy government facilities in An Tan. 

Based on past experience, the Viet 0011;3 "Till not initiate an attack 
it there is more thcln 40 percent lunar illulilination. This figure 1I1ill 
not be reached ~"1til 5 April.. Quite possibly' there may be another round 
of VC attacks by then. Thero are indications that the enemy is planning 
another attack 8rsainst the cities of South Vietnam. In this case, it is 
reasonable to aSsume that Ghu Lai uould also be one of the targets" to 
tie up aircr~.£t lVhich J!li£~ht othe~rise be suPportin3 friendly units else­
where in I·Corps. 
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THE CUIEO' EOr PROGRAU 

The Vietnamese Governnentls Chieu Hoi 2ro':;T3n provides ali1l1esty to 
persons who had previously supported the activ~ties of tho Viet Cong or 
NITA, and -viho voluntarily decide to return to tho side of the Government. 
The word "Chieull f.leans to appeal, uhile IIrIoi" means to return. 

The Chiou lIoi Pro(sram "reakens the enemy by loss of personnel by de­
fections. In addition, the Government gains valuable intelligence infor­
mation and can u'(,ilize the services of returncos in both tactical and 
psychological operations. Tactical support i.l1cludes locating and idontify­
ing enemy personnel and ::.ocat.ing eneJiW HOapOI1S cmrl slJ.lJply caches. Psy­
chological operations Stl:~:port includes 1iTritiag lotters by Hoi Chanhs 
(Chiou Hoiralliers) to the remaining enemy al:ld making tape rocordings for 
aerial and ground loudspeaker broadcasts to encourage other defections. 

Under the Chieu Hoi program, defectors are given food, clothing, 
shelter, safety, the opportunity to be reuniteduith their families. The 
Hoi Chanhs nClY 21so be given vocational traininG or jobs. 

After defectin~, the Hoi ChaM is retained for tvlO months in one of 
the 52 Chieu Hoi centers located at province, Corps, or national le.vels • 
High ranlcing defectors nre sent to the iJationalChieu !Ioi Cen~cr in Saigon, 
lvhere political indoctrination is most intense. There arc six Chieu Hoi 
centers in I Corps, one in each province plus one in Danan:5_ 

In r Corps, some of the Hoi Cl1anhs have entered the Kit C2.rson Scout 
Program, which Has L.1itiated by the lIarines, but 1'11hich has now been adopted 
by all Free World r'Iilitary Assistance Forces in I Corps. Hany enenw vJGa­

pons hnve boon captured by the Al~lerical Division in their TAOR as a result 
of information provides by Hoi Chanhs. 

In early 196:;, an entire Viet Cong Platoon rallied to the Government 
in the Americall s lrtheolerAJallolJ8. operating area. 1101'0 recently, the 
entire va infrastructure of the villase of Phu Dien in the Hheeler!t1TallovTa 

area defected to the governrilent. Constant and effective allied operations 
in their aren had convinced them they were on the lOSing side. 

lrmf!..T IS lIAPPEl-1Il1G? 

One of the bost methods of combctting rumor spreading in a CowlilC'.L 
is a systeli12tic and effective troop information program. l11i.G-13 S-2 cn, 
tempts to provide such a proeram by means of this vleekly Tactical jJrief c 

novJevcr, tho amount and type of information vJhich can be disseminated in 
a Drief of this nature is limited by both space and security considerations. 

1·1uch addition information can be p3~2o(1 ","i an oral brief. Thursday 
is HAG-13 I s briefing day. Throe briefs are p:r'o~lcntod: 

At 1300, Group Guard is briefed at tIc: I":2:.isted Chm. All Officers 
and Staff HCO s are briefed at 1530 in the S:~"ll'i:.' Club" £olloued by a 
brief for Ser[;'8ants and belol'T at 1600 in the Enlisted Club • 

.All three briefs last about 2$ minutes. 
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ROCKET ATTACK WARlttlrGS 

In t.he four previous rocket attacks on Chu Lai Air Ease, the alert 
siren did not sound until. the rockets had imiJ8ctod. Hmmvor, in each 
attack the control tower saw th8 rocket trails in the sltY~ To give ad­
dional l;iTaI'Iling to troops in the living area and to nightcl'el'l1s, the t01-19l' 
will flash the =t'll'ord of the roclect sir,htings to the Operations Duty 
Officer, who iV'ill then sound the alert siren. 

The rocket trails are visible in the sky for two or three seconds 
,after launching. The flight time of a 122 mm rocket varies with the range. 
Flight time is about half-a-minute at [3000 meters to almost a full minute 
at the maxiurum range of 11,000 meters. The rocleets that have hit Chu Lai 
have all come from a range near the maximum. 

Personnel will now have some time to get under cover before the 
first impacts. 

I\EYS TO UNDER3TANDnm 

There may be as many rensons for beinG in Vietnam as there are 
Americans~ SOIile "Till say they "Jere ordered here and that is reason 
enough. 

Ifany I,Ien find deeper reasons for being in Vietnam after they arrive 
and sec for thcTl~elves the plight of the people and VC t8rrorism. 

There has never been a question about 'uhichlOO percent of the 
people aGreed on 100 percent of the time. The very nature of our govern­
ment at hOiile encourai"::es free speech and allm'ls people to think for them 
selves. One' of tho basic reasons for having a l1arine Corps is to protect 
the liberties of our people at home including those uho diaggree 'liith us. 

Another reason for having a lbrine Corps is the value 'I-TO attach to 
Human Life. It is precisely because eve']!'.] human life is valuable that 
brave men go out to put their lives on the l:Lie to protc,ct those lrJhose 
lives are threatened. 

For some Earines, the larE~or picture is more important. 110st of 
the mombors of the South East Asia Treaty Organization are now reprosent 
in Vietnam 1'1ith troops, engineer or air support, or medical teams. Thc~ 
oountries are constantly aware of tho threat to their 'safety if COlTllilUll_ 

expansion goes unchecked. Nany smaller countries, 1I1hich exist in mortar 
ranGe of conwunist states, are keenly watching the conflict to see if we 
l<:oep our work to ansuor the Republic of Vietnam's request for assistance. 

From the n:lFPac Unit Leader's Personal Response Handbook) 

FOR OFFICIAL USE DULY 

3 

DECLASSIFIED 


