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HaS suecC!1~-::l'J. :i.n c$tL'.hl~.sh5,ng friendly rol0.tiollr::: lD.tll thc c5.v:i.l~.an 
o-:"ficio.lfl. 

1 ,",;")OA:2 to T,on,,: l'l1tl II on 7 April conducted tl'ec.tnent ?o~: t'1c"ty=f:J.ve 
(25) vU],rv:o':'G c.s '(l,cntr-.J. 'lat:1.ents [".no s:Lxty (60) "1T:i.JJ.rt"~o1'n ~.G TC8f1~.co.l 
nD.t:i.en·Gs, J,cctt',res Hero c;iven on the use of soo.~ o..nc~, forty "ounds of 
f30a 7) Has d5. st:~:n)'tJ.ted. 

;.--::nCA;:' to LonG' PIm I on 9 .'\.7)1'11 resulted in Hodical treutT1811t .ror 
::orty (1:.0) ,rj,]J.c.::crs. 'l'he ·'.ll/-:.=i) ~xecut:i..vo Ot:::'iCG1~ e.nc1 J.t0o}. T,. \. i'Q~:r:;:.\~ 
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HAG-13 3-2 TACTICAL BRIEF 
7 APRIL 196J 

AI~IOAL S~~EEP OPERATIOIiS 

• THIS INFORNATIOH IS 
TO BE POSTED ON UNIT 
BULLETI1J BOARDS OIJLY 

During the past week, a company of the 19Jth Light Infantry Brigade 
has been searching the mountain range about ten miles to the southwest of 
HAG-13. This is the general area from which the 31 January rocket attack 
originated. 

vJhile no contacts with the enemy have resulted from the Army Sl'Teep, 
the soldiers have turned up many signs of recent enemy presence in the 
area. On 1 April, a battalion size base camp 'tril'as discovered in a mountain 
valley. Apparently the enemy had left the base camp over a month ago. 
In the camp 1-Jere found tv-l0 complete 122 nun rockets and parts of several 
other rockets. Tuenty ship::;ing containers for rocl{ets had also been left 
behind. The soldiers destroyed threo structures t-1hich the enenv had 
built at the base camp. 

The following day" a possible base canrp site lVas found less than a 
mile 8l'1ay from the first discovery. At this particular Site, the VC had 
built huts and animal pens and had planted crops. However, there nas no 
sign of military activity in the area. . 

On 3 l~pril, the sane li..rmy unit located .another VC bBse camp.. The 
enemy had constructed 25 underground livinG areas" each large enough for 
a squad. There rIere about a dozen huts at this camp. Several gas masks 
and as grel'lades rJCre found by Arrrv troops searching the area. 

The entire nrea of the Army's slJeep had been heavily booby trapped 
by the enemy before he left. Army troops located many JIlalayian wImp 
traps and disarlood many other booby traps during the sweep. 

ARMY SPLASH PARTY IHl'1'RRUPTED BY VC 

Recently, in the americal Division's ir!heeler/1,;.lallowa area north o~ 
Tam ICy, the crerJ of an APe stopped for a break in a sweep operation at 
'HaterUay a short distance .from the sea. The crerJ enjoyed a fe'trl tillnutes 
of svJimrlling, 1111ile nearby a group of va who ,.rere concealed in innocent 
looking Sal"llpans watched. The va apparently decided to harrass the GIs 
l'lith a fe1-J rounds of small ElrtllS fire. 

The APe creN, highly irritated at having its s~nm!'l1ing party inter­
rupted, jUlllped to their vehiclo and ret~ed the enenv fire with a 50 
caliber lllDchine gun and the 11-60's r.lounted on the vehicle. Vlhen the 
firing stopped, 1.3 enemy sampans had been sunk. The price paid by the 
enemy for a little harrassraent \'laS 22 Viet Cong killed in action • 
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Recent intornational dovelopements 11'I.V6 shaken the vJorldfs confidence 
in the U. S. dollar. Previously, an American dollar was as "good as golcfl! 
The les;3enil'lg of confidence in the stability of the dollar is due to sev­
eral causes, 

c.reficit f~a~ing by the U. S. government.:" t'ihere more money is spent 
than loS taken l.n by taxes and other government/'sources of revenue 

the U. S. 1188': spent 16 billion dollars mOl-e overseas than it has 
received from abroad since 1960, 

u. S. gold reserves have dropped by 7.3 billion since 1960 'Hhile 
foreign claiTI1S on U. S. gold have risen by 11S billion in the same 
period of time. 

The l~merican r~overnment is taking steps to moot this problem by 
limiting expenditures overseas and cutting deficits in the national budget. 
As American servicemen in Vietnam, v1e can contribute to strenghtening 
the position of the dollar. 

Spending on the local Vietnamese economy should be limited to the 
barest rninimum. Under no circumstances should transactions with Viet­
namese personnel be made in either American dollars or in HPC. Piasters 
ard the only authorized form of payment \,yith Vietnamese of!' the' boac. 

It can be expected that communist nations -vn.ll try to undermine our 
currency by printing and passing couterfeit bil-+ls. Personnel should be 
on the lookout for bogus bills and should he~Q.HACV directives which are 
issued 1\111on counterfeit bills are discov;,;red. 

vJhen out of Vietnam on R0:R" Tl~D orders" or leave in foreign countrie~ 
personnel should ~yoid e"ccessive, unnecessary' spending. As many dollars : 
leave the U. S. as a result of foreiGn trave+, (JUT government has con­
sidered :restricting the ammount of money that' l~D1erican citizens may spend 
overseas. 

U1J/;.UTHORIZED DISCUSSIONS OVER TBLEPHOlJE SYSTENS 

Hany military sHitchboards are nO't'l enploying Vietnamese telephol;, 
operators. tJl'lile these operators are cleared by Vietnamese security 
agencies, this is still a logical place for the enemy to try to plant 
81ent. EVen loyal Vietnamese may be coercod into reporting information 
they overhear by threats on their family. During the Tet offensive, the 
enemy penetr~ted some bases and r~y Imve succeeded in tapping phone lines. 

All personnel are lmrned to avoid diSCUSSing classitied or sensitive 
information over the phone systems.,. Land lined are generally considered 
more secure than radio cormiluoication, but are not 100 percent secure. 

Coordil~tes of friendly installations and critical dates and times 
should be shaclcled prior to transmission over the phone. 
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l~J va TEOHllIQUES FOa illITE i-iARFiJlE 

The Cl1.emy has,'recently developed a neH teclIDique {or placing cor;n;:and , 
detonated mines'. The VC attach three separate '"uires to command detonated 
mines. The primary Fire, the one actually useci,.to detot:).ate the mine, is 
well concealed. 'T~~ bt;1er ttvO wires are decoY$~r Wp.en the dec9Y vlires 
are found and discqIinected maldrig the mine "'sa:(~~~, rJ1'arines, have a tend­
ency to gather around: and lpok' at the emplaced~ne". 'UJhen this occurs, 
the VC use the still~onnected Primary wire toJl~',tonat,e the mine, causing 
a large number of6:~sualties among the onlookers'',;'11a'l''mes should be, 
aware ot the fact that wlres', easily seen are meant to be found. The 
enemy is not careless 'in the placement of his mines and booby traps. 

The VC havebocome adept at predicting American resctions ,to in­
cidents of this sort" After one mine is detonated the enemy ll1ill place 
other mines to cause casualties among the rescue or recovery force. As 
an example, durin,'S the past wede, a bridge was blown on Highway One 
north of Tam Ky. A mine uss placed next to the' bridge which l-laS struck 
by an armored . vehicle supporting the mine clearing crew. The vehicle 
was bOldly de.maged \,rith the Crel,) being either killed or wounded. A , 
wrecker lrJa S ca lled in to remove the darua~ed vehicle and' struck another 
mine which the enetny' had carefully placed. Failure to anticipate the 
enemy cast many casualties, in this instance, and loss of two vehicles. 

}UiRnJES S'I'HIKE BACK AT KIll SANH ' 

Thore'are: Sigl~ ~hat the enomyls Grip around KheSanh may be weak­
ening. ,During the p~st lleok, the number of inconP"ng rounds taken by the 
Khe Sa'nh Combat B'a~e' dropped, to a daily avera~l?'~o.f'),.ess than 140. This 
is a considerable fuoop'from d~ily shollings lr~h±ch'Mveseen as, ,many as 
1300 rqunds impactarOwl,dthe' base. " 

, ,.. J. '. '." '.' 

:, The 'respite in shellings and better vJOatho~ for use of air strikes' Ma 
pe:rmitted Narirtes inside the beseigedbase to nibve outside the perimeter 
on patrols and sweeps. Until,receritly, no l1Rr:ine'patrolshad hecn abl,e 
to"move outside the periJi1eter, because of 'enemy units vlhich had tunnelled 
right up to the lJire~ , . . . 

On 29 11arch a 118rinepatrol ltilled' foUr, iWA and captured a rocket 
launcher in a smail contact'southWest of the perimeter. The following 
day, a c8,mpany sized SltJeop located, an }lVA ,battalion in a *,ortified , 
c,omplex less than a mile from the KheSanh:perimeter. 'TJ:ie'r~rines "'''. 
called in air strikes and ai-tillery on the enemy.' Under the pounding' 
the e11en\y pulled O\lt o;f his positioIlS' and ierill.5dead in'the forti-' 
fications. ' EaJ:.11w that d?y" ,~.5 'other INA ,lvere killed by another l1arine 
patrol. 'v ", , ' 

on.5 April, Hill 471~ some 2000 meters' south 'of the Khe Sanhpen­
meter,l-Jas occupied by HclI~ines'. J" battalionsiz6d HVA fo~cE! tried to 
di'slodge-the rie.rines at ,0.51.5 'on the 5th of April.' By' 0730 the HVA force 
had been driven of :f. TIle £IVA lost 122 dead. ,'. Three prisoners 't-Tsro cap"" 
tured" along lrrit11 97 l'Jeapons. 
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Kill S,J\l1 G:,~L,ISON }:C~lr;Vl]) 
-- '--

The two-and-a-half m0nth siep3 of Khe Sanh is now history. The 
spearhe<!d of () combind0d services task-force-reached Khe Sanh on 7 hpril. 
This force was made up l.ofelemenJ.:,s of the 1st "ir CavlIj Division, 3rd 
Divisionh2rin0s, nnd .Jl.VN ;.irborne units. i,rmored unit,s led t·he drive 
dC1tm :i1vUt.0 Nine wit.h a Earine Company up- front.. Thet-nsk forc", stnrted 
at Ca tu, t,he command post for t.he op::rat.ion, 12 miles t.o the east,. 
Units of tho ,',ir Cavnlry·Division leapfro£ged ahec.d and alongside of "'·he 
colwnn and occupied s+-rc,tegic highground. 

It, had oeen ant.icipat.ea that, the column moving down ;,out.e Nine 
would encount.er- st,iff resistance and W»)uld' proJDably be ambushed. How­
ever, the expe c+·ed en0my re sisf.ance did not. maf eria1ize, al t.hcmgh the 
road hnd been mined and h~)oby "'rapped and all t·he bridges needed re­
building. 

;,b,')ut, cme-and-+,hree-quar+.0rs miles s0u+·h of'+he Khe Snnh-airst,rip, 
Hill·471 rise s in a comrianding pcsi t.ion over i'i.cute Nine. - .&s this l:lill 
had t.o be taken oefc.rG "',he roli;:;r colurrn could safely enter Khe Sanh, 
}tlarines moved BUt . of tj1eir peJrime+or '£5 occupy t,he hill on -4 Jlpril. -­
I;arly on the morning ors J.pril, a 'xl.t,t,alion oC1NA suppor+ . .ed bi'morthr _ 
rire and ilPG rockets p.it,~ckGd +nc £.:l::.i-ine perime+.e'r.'on Hill 471. 1St .er 
t.wo -hours; t,he NVi. WE:re forced t.e, wi+.hdraw. h3.rines killed 122 NVA aiid 
capt.ured t,firee" prisoners. The }iarines found 97 individual waapons after 
the J\'Vi, retroa"'ed. 

On 8 i,pril, the 1st ;lir Cavalry t,ook over r.~sponsibili'ty for t.he 
dor(3n::>_§.~..Q.f. ... Kp._e Sanh. "'Enrines 01' the 2b+;l1ileg1:Iiie~-m:oveaC5Uf;-int-:o-.. the 
at.t.ack to sonralfor tho re+reat.ing NVi'. in t,he mouii+'ains. The Nor-€h 
Vietnamese who had -formerly completely surrounded +,he base appear +'0 
6e avoiding a fight,. Eany -weD-pons c,iches have been found by Lllied 
+.ro~ps. One, of +,ho largos"'. was loc""cd 'Sy +,ho "lir Cavalry, four miles 
south ofKhe Sanh. It, included 1500 mortar rounds, 150 3-40 rocket.s, 
2000 grenades, ~72 weapons, and-SO,OOO . .1\-47 rounds~ Three miles east of 
Khe Sanh;-a motorcycle was c.'l.p~.urod, along with 18 weapons, ~af+er a 
short bnt.t.le in which 14 NVj~ diod. -Southeast of Khe SaM, -I".he Cav::l.lrymen 
captured a'daoaged armored car and +.wo 14.5 mm ant,i-.aircrnI+, machineguns. 
In lUs has+e t,o leave Khe Sanh, ·"'he Gnemy has bedrl forced t.Q n'J2.rdon much 
in t·he way of mili t,nry equipment, nnd at, least, 300 of his dead. 

On 10 {,pril, unit,s of t,he i,ir Cavalry Division reoccupied the Lang 
Viti Special FcrcGs Cnmp, five miles wes"'· (;f Khe Sanh~ There was no 
resistance. The' camp md be0n" in enamy hands since it was overrun on 7 
February by NVA troops support,ed by t.anks. 

FOil OFFICI;~ USE ONLY 

DECLASSIFIED 



DECLASSIFIED 

• ,E2R OFFICIAL USE OHLY 

NE{rJ A£:1EiUCAI, OPERATIOilS 

During the past t-1901<:, Americal DivisiJn opene,@. t.HO nGlJ operations. 
On Q April, Americal. and AH.Vi:J infantrymen, support~d by tanks and APCs 
jumped o:ff on a search and destr:)y operatiJn southu8st o:f Tam Ky. After 
:five days, 72 Viet C9ng had boon killed and 26 tJeapons captured. The 
largest sin:~le c.)nta~t/'started .)n the afternoon 6t"9"April when the VC 
:fired on a 3:mship. Infantry and armor moved in on the enemy, wh,) were 
fighting from prepared positions. The battle ranGed over a l'lide area 
until nir;htfall ullCl1 the VC uithdre\,i from the battlefield. The 3round 
troops accountod for 19 VC l-lhile gunships and tHO airstrikes Idl1ed 19 more. 

The enemy has gonerally been avoiding contact since in this area. 
On the lilornin:5 of l2 April, the va attempted t~ strih:e bacl{. Tl"lO Americal 
units southwest of Tam ICy were mortared, although there were no casualties. 
ElseHhere, an armored units lJaS hit by a mortar barra:se and eight 122 mm 
roclects. Thero lJ0re light casu,glties as a result of this attack. 

south of Qu~n'5 1l3~li City, another operation opened on J April. This 
operation is aimed at destroying enolilY units that pose a threat to the 
Provinc€) capital of Quang IJgai City. By 13 April, ::mly 15 VC l{ills had 
been confirned althou,3h there have booll many small unit engagements. As 
is often the case vJhcn a friendly operation starts, the enemy has appar­
ently been hidinC5_ Several abandoned base camps have been located, along 
lJith food supplies and a ssorted military gear. On 12 April, Americ~l 
infantry locDted a weapons cache of 55 individual ,';lnd three creTrl-served 
weapons. The cache l'TaS found in a mou tainous area- eight miles southwest 
of Quang Ngai City. The enemy has been in these mountains Since the Tet 
offensive, recovering from heavy losses suffered in an attack on Quang 
IJ~ai City. 

PRESIDEI'IT '3 i"IESSAGE ON SECUIUTY OF CLASSIFIED InForuIjfl.TIOl~ 
.,J,'. 

The follorJing is an excerpt fr,)lil a recent mesS81e .fr)Tll the President 
to the Secrotfl.ry of Defense. 

lilt is imperative that every possible precDuti::m is t2ken to ensure 
that chssified information, tJhether elementary in character or not, dOG,] 
not pass to those not entitled to receive it. Carelessmess in this re­
gard on tho part of al1yone in your organizati:m can endanger the livet: 
of AmcricDn servicemen and the s[lfcty of)thcr American citizens as w: 
You are directed to review security measures and practices in your de­
.i!artment to f,lako certain that everfihing pos 3ible is dCll1e to maintain 
the intec~rity of classified ir!fortflation and that all pers0ns having aCCGS u 

to elas ;ifiod matorial have been fully cleared through aPI)ropriate 
procedures .11 

Fro)';l tho foregoing it is readily app'aront that tho President is 
deGply concerned that classified informatLm, l1Thother in document form 
or 'otber1)rise Jl not be l)1J.ssed to tInse not cleared to receive ito 

All sections are urged to revimJ their aCC08:3 lists, maldr.~ oertain 
that personnel requiring acceSs be appropriately cleared an~ tho names 
of such personnel be carried on the current Group Access List. 
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The follov~ing message from theCornmanding General of III 
rvll1F. sUYi1l1:arized th.e current situat ion in 1 Corps: ' 

!iDuring'the past few weeks, we have seen significallt changes. 
not only in I Corps, but in South Vietnam. Thc0nemy has been 
beaten badly in some arGD.s; he has withdrawn from others; the 
Kht:; Sanh d8fendc:rs havt:; assumed the offensive. LJoncurrently the 

,President has susp'ended bombing north of the 20th Par,~llel.o Host, 
significant hns been someevt.denct3 of a d0sire of the North Vietnam 
·government to discuss the war. ' 

IiI feEd resonably sure that, sincetr18 public announcGments 
concerning discuss~ons, an air of optimism prevails 3lnong our 
familios at homu. By now we are gettlng mail which ndght ex~)'rGSS 
their optimisiras. 1 have a foeling that with the tn.lk of peace 
.some of us are also asstuding an ,::tir of op~irnism and complacency 
which if continu0d Can be d0grading to our raission, which has 
not ·changod. Th0 enemy continu<JS to kill"'or wound, our 'troops . 
are still involvud in oiJGr8tions against a v.Jry active en0fl1Y. . 
In fJet w'" must press t""o offcnsiv0 r81(.)ntlessly during the good 
w",athur season. 

iVI have noted in tho ~J(}st fOll days that we are taking CD.S­

ualtios in areas wl!<.jre heretofore during rePeat(;d enemy contl1cts 
we suff 2red only a f 0W cnsualt il;S. Th63 u c asunlt 1(;;s could be: the 
r0sult of a tendoncy to rel8x, to get out of our holas and to 
remOV8 our flak vosts. It is whGn WG get careless or OVerly (~,. 
fident that we can g8t hurt. 

IiI need not remind anyone that wo are far from, any peac. 
South Victnnm. \lle Cannot afford to relax our vigilance onG 
minute. It bGhoovcs commnnd(.;rs at all lovvls to counsel troops 
at; 10ach opportunity regnrding the n.:,;c(;ss ity for CO'nt inu0d tact lC,':'-.I. 

and pGrsonal s(:curlty.~ . 

LtGcn Cushman 
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VC F@.iALE TEl"UtOR1STS 

Recent intelfigenco reports indicCttt:; th::-.t tho Viet Cong. 
have been using one of the olCiest weapons in wnrfo.re--sGx. A 
number of KIAs andvl1flIAs havG boon rsported. in the Danang area 
since I J anuQry, which Counter Intelligence h.'J.s trQced to female 
terrorists. 

South of Danang, one Marine W'::'.S r.ported missing in 'action 
from his ambush position. The CI investigation revealud that 
the Marine ho.d bOGn lured from his position by two Vietnamese 
females. The two vlOmen involved were believed to be from 3 
VC terrorist group. 

In February, it w~s reported that about 200 VC, mostly 
worn Cln , had graduated from 3n ass2ssination school. It has 
been noted that there has beGn an increase in [lets or sabotagd 
and terror against i:..RVN, US, and other allied personnel in 
I Corps. One tactic has been for VC women to use seX in at­
tempting to entice allied personnel into insl!curG arens where 
they could be killed or capturGd. 

In ]\larch, CI investigated the dissappearanCG of threo 
li.me:cican servicume n. CI concluded that ono man waS killed ,and 
the ot~ll!r two (}ro still missing. One of the throe had observed 
thr(;c;; females) swimming in the nude. in u river. These women 
were probably jur,-,s. 

The approach repo.L'tedly used by female terrorists is to 
strike up D. co.suo.l convorsRtion with t'J"lleric[1.ns. Cert;:.'.in in­
formation is elicitod from tiLe A.rnorica'n, including how long 
he has b80n in-country, whothor he misses his f[lmily, nnd 
if he w(},nts to go home vGry bodly. Should the American indi­
cate he is single, tlle girl will offer to 8.r ange a rendezvous 
elsewhere. The ffiGoting plDce will of course be in an_arcn 
not fully under fric ndly control. 

Other HFo.ncy Female l1 cadres who can speak English, hc:::v(: 
beUl trainod to gnther intelligence or to encourag8 defecti,­
wnong f.llied rnili t:'lry personnel. The S8 female cadre s arc 
highly trainod and highlY motivated to the VC cause. The 
arG instructed to use liprostitution\j if necesso.ry to subvl> " 
l.llied seI'viceme n. 

LOC/lL ENEHY jiCT IV ITY 
!!!! 

Znemy 2.ctivity continues at a low Lvel in the Chu Lai 
o.roo.. lanes and booby tr3.ps :}ccountcd for most of the friend­
ly losses. Several i1meric,?.1 outposts in the Chu Lai Tl.OR have 
be; en mortared. HOI"rcver, the rnort:.r o.t.to.cks.: hevc cQused only 
very light cnsualtics. 

The large st rece nt enemy encounter wns siX milE;s south-
8nst of Chu Lai, WhcT2 CJ. combined (J).11bush m,::>,de up of ~\rmy troops 
and lVIcr,ines of CJ. C;';.i' unit ambushed a platoon si2ie enemy force. 
Nine VC were killed, with no friendly loss~s • 

...... .-...-.. _":"'-.-."T"_.,.. . .,. 1''','1,' """n,.","" 
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The Volunteer Inform,:\nt Program is a method to obtain ..:nemy 
w;Japons and munit ions, informat ion on the: enGmy's plans and move­
ments, and informa.tion concerning the locations of mines and booby 
tro.ps. Basically th(;; Progr8.Ill offGrs rew,?rds, monetary or material, 
to Viotnam0SG civiliD.ns for information or weapons or munitions . 
which he can furnish U. S. Forces. 

Some of the information d0sirl.-u by fri.:.:ndly intullig"ncG is: 

identity and location of members of the VC infrastructuru 
plnns of the enemy 
inform,rction on VC or lWA units and pGrsonnol 
location or Gnemy W3;.1.j,JOns and ammunition co.ches 
location of onumy min;".;s and beoby traps. 

103Jlets 3rt.: distrH'utea by Psyop (PschologicC'.1 Opor3tions) 
p0rsonnel. Viutn3Jl1\:.iso lnnguage tal)(;s o.ro dlso broadcnst to local 
villages. Tho 1.;Qi'L;ts tell trw Viutnamose to turn in to U.s. 
troops vJ.rious it8ms of 8quipmont and toll him whnt ho will be 
Paid for it. SomE; eX8.ffipl,;;s of po.yment s for w8c::pons and informc.tion 
for which rei,vQrds will be Paid nre as follows: 

loc,1t ion of min~ S "1nd booby trnpS 500 to 1500 ipVN 
individual w.Japons 500 to 2500 i,NN 
hand grenCtCi.es 50 to 1000 $VN 
art illery 0.nd rock0t ,':\IfEi,unition 500 to 4000 $VN 
crow sGrv~d w~0pons up to 10,000 $VN 
rocket louncrh:;;rs up to 25,000 $VN 
inforllicjtion L;:::ding to n'Jutr?1iz,01.tion or 
QiJstruction of V,,/J:.JVA infrastr11 cture parsonel up to 10,000 $VN 

By \:~ncOUr,':'l.glng ViGtnaTI1CJse civilinns to bring GnEmy informc,t ion, 
wGaljons, and munitions to U.S. ForcGs, wa Can bo aware of thee 
GnE:;my's plans and toke st l:.:lJS to thwilrt his ;Jlnns. His abilH. 
conduct op8r:-,tions Can be limited if iJv2. capture his suppliu: 
cC:1clL;S. The fri(;ndly c3.suo.lty rate will bG lowured considur,c 
if mine and booby tr.'1p incidents are elirnin(1ted. 

In th0 Chu L2.i nren, the majority of friendly c.'1sualitiGs 
in the Op",ration r,ILUsco.tin(: [lroD. h:;V0 b(;cn dUG to min0s __ ,-;.nd booby 
traps. Psyops was initi3.ted to cut down the r(lte, and Vi0tnam~se 

civilinns have bLOon v0ry COOp,J;:.~tivc In turning in ordn.:::.nc0 3.ud 
pointing out min-..;s .':.nd booby tra~)s. 
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FUTU&!; VIET CONG ld~D NOHTH VI.wTN.rJVljS.c; HOLIDi.YS 

The enemy has 'in the past chosen to :c~febrate his holidays 
with attacks on ~'Lllied installations throughout the Republic 
of Vietnam. There are five holidays during the mon'bh of Nay 
which have special significance to the enemy. 

1 May is ilMay Day" or the "Communist I nternational Holiday". 
This is a day of celebration throughout the Communist world. 
It is a day of speechmaking extolling the virtue of Co~~unism 
and of military parades. . 

5 May is the birthday of Karl Marx, whose writing are 
one of the foundations of world communism. 

7 Ivjay is the anniversery of the fall of the French fort­
ress of Dien Bien Phu. Few military victories have had such 
a great pfiyc.ho1QKical impact.. This communist victory in 1954 
led to the eventual French withdrawal from ~ndochina and to 
the establishment of the communist regime in North Vietnam.. 

16 ~ay marks the date of the final French withdrawal 
from Indochina in ~955. . 

19 l"luy is a day of double significance to the North Viet­
namese and to the comGJunists in the south. This is the birth­
day of Ho Chi Minh and also the anniversery of the establfsh­
ment of his Viet }Jjinh Front in 1941. Thi~ organisation fought 
the Japanese during ~~orld liar II and eventually ousted the 
French from Indochina. By a variety of :1ames, this movement 
is still the driving force behind Vietncmese communism. 

~hile there is no particular evidmce at this time of 
any special enemy activity to commemorAte any of these datG. 
all personnel are cautioned to be particularly conscious of 
security during these periods. 

LOCJi.1 ~N~"JY .. I.lTIVIrrY 

~ach month during the period of low lunar illumination, 
the local VC units become much more active. The past week 
has seen two major attacks and many other larrassing attacks 
and probes on Chu Lai area ulli ts. 

(Continued on page 2! 
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On the mU~!~ of 24 ... pril, the enemy roc.cJted Chu Lai 
and one hour .. attacked CuP Lima-5. C •• P Lima-5 is located 
12 miles southeast of MaG-I] in the village of Phuoc Thuan. 
The C.i~P is locc.t8d~ on a peninsul.n and as p", :rGBult the enemy was 
able to approach from the southwest by land and from the 
southeast by ~boat. Some VC wera seen appno,aching the Cl.P in 
scuba gear. The enemy force w:1ichwas estimated at 150 to 
200 men, quickly encircled the CJ"P and penetrated the outer 
defensive wire with bangelore torpedoes. ~ven though the 
combined i,larine and Popular Forces platoon was vastly outnum-
bored and outgunned by the VC, the enemy could not break into 
the perimeter. The i~merical Division provided the Cl.P with 
illumination and dispatched two 11.PCS to the scene. iSter 
about four hours, the VC withdrew and left 11 bodies behind. 
Six individu[;,l weapons were captured along with 8. B-40 rocke t 
launcher and a 57 mm recoilless rifle. One of the enemy d0:'B.d 
vvD..S a VG captain, il'Jho had on his body a five-paragraph order 
for the attack. It is estimated that at least 14 other VC 
died in the attack and their p,odies were carried off when the 
attackers withdrew. 

hn hour after the C.Lf-! came under the attack, Chu Lai came 
under rocket attaCk, with the first volley of six rockets im­
pacting at about 0245. Three volleys o! six r09k~ts each were 
fired. There wene no casualti,ss as a r~~\llt 01' the rockets 
themselves. Howevor, Ivlii-G-l) Sick Bay treated 54 men the next 
day for injuries ranging from stubbed toes to a three-inch 
cut. These v<JlSre incurred v'ihile moving to bunkers. 

The next morning a patrol from the ~~$th Light Infantry 
Brigade found the launching site in nRoc~at Valley". The 
site was 10,500 met8rs from impact area. There were six 
individual rocket launching positions along with assort,Sd 
packaging for rockets. 

Shortly before Chu Lai was rocketed, an •• rmy observat: 
post, 2000 met ers from tho rocket site was mortared.. Th3'~ 
were no casualties. 

The following night, two VC were detected cutting the 
outer wire on the perimeter of a LJ..~Jvl battery on Ky Hoa I slc.;.,. 
~:I. scout dog nlerted his handler, v-<l110 then fired on the VC. 
The VC, however, were ablo to make their ascr: pe. The next 
morning a ten-foot gnp v'lCS found in the fence. 

~.t D.bout 0100 on 26 .j.pril, the Chu Lai Defense Command 
went to Condition Yellow when mortar rounds were reported 
falling in the bunker line of ona of tha helicopter units in 
the southeastarn corner of the Chu Lai base. Nine or ten 
rounds itJ1pact8d, but cauS0d no damage or casualties. 
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The.:hr~y f.~~s~ ~ame to Chu Lai in upJj'il of last year. 
The 1st Mar1na V1v1s1on's Task Force Xray had to be shifted 
north to cope with the increes0d enemy threat along the m~z. 
To fill the gap, the ... rmy airliftod to Chu Lai an assortment 
of units from thoughout the Republic under the project name 
of Task Force Oregon. Task Force Oregon took over defense 
of the Ghu Lai THOR and the Due Pho ThOR. Shortly thereafter, 
units of the Task Force moved out on search and destroyoper­
ations west and north of Chu Lai. By September of 1967, Task 
Force Orogon controlled three brigades, each from a different 
division and the independant 196th Brigade. On 22 September, 
Task Force Oregon became the il.merieal Division, marking tre 
third time the Division has been activated since the Guadacanal 
campaign. 

The Division has controlled up to five brigades at one 
time. Units of the Division have participated in O·r.Nut~ons· 
Lake, Banton, Cook, Ivl.alhGur I and II ,1i~hei3ler/t"allowa, 
IVjuscc.~tine, Norfolk Victory, and Burlington TraiL I nearly 
February, several battalions of the Division were placed under 
control of the 1st l\ilarine Division and turned back the 2nd 
NVll. Division as tha enemy drove towards Danang • 

. Today, the •• merical Di 'fision co~trols three brigc1de~ 
deployed from Duc Pho to HoJ. i~n, a dJ.stance of over 80 m11es 
along the South China Sea. 

The i .. merical Division has Dot attracted the big headlines 
in its operations as for the most part it has been engaged in 
small unit contncts! It has provided a sCreen against large 
GnGmy units, bJhind which the Government's'pacification pro­
gram has slowly made progress. In its first 11 months, the 
Division has rolled up an enemy body count of over 13,400 VC 
and NVih Their kill ratio has been nearly 13 to one. 

Crater analysis is the study of shell craters to dete 
mine such information as the direction of fire, the type c 
fuzing, and blast and fragmentation characteristics. Basco. 
on this type of analysis, it was detormined, that the 24 ~.pri.L 
rocket attack came from an azmuth ofZ60degrees. This pro­
vid~d a starting point to bogin the search for the launching 
site. 

However, §~veral of the craters had been ruined for 
intelligence study by personnel walking in the area and 
carrying off parts of the rocket. hll craters should be b 
brought to the attention of Group S-2. l .. guard should be 
left at the crater to prevent disturbance of the crrt(;r. 
Piecesvofthcrock;;t.can b;; k3pt as ·souvenirs.if regist'ered 
at S-2 as \Jar Trophies. However, the fragment should not be 
removed by souvenir hunters until analysis is completed. 
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