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HEADQUARTERS 
Marine Aircraft Group 13 

1st Marine Aireraft Wing, FMFPao 
FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 96602 

From: Commanding Ofi'ioer 
To: Commanding General, First K\rine Aireraft' Wing 

3: RJDrtvg -. 
OJAJ1969 . 

.' 

15 November 1969 

Subj: Command Chronology for period 1 October 1969 to 31 October 1969 

Ref: (a) WgO 5750.4 

Enel: ~'1) MAG-13 Command Chronology 
1(2) H&Ms...U COllUlllinti' Cbronolog1 J '" ~ 
J(3) tfABs..13 Command Chronology f~. 
-44) VMFA-115 Command Ohronology .~ 
)(;5) VMFA-314 COmm!l.nd ChronologY' /YktVf 

. )6) Vl-1F.A...122 Command Chronology,' U 

1. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a), enclosures (1) 
through (6) are herewith submitted. 

2. Upon remoV1.tl of the enclosures, tb1s letter is downgraded to unclassi-
fied.. . 
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Marine Aircraft Group 13 
Command Chronology 

1 October 1969 to 31 October 1969 

Part I - Organizational Data 

. Part II - Narrative ~~ry 

P'lrt III - Sequentinl Listing of Significant Events 

Part IV - Supporting Documents 
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Part One 

1. Organizational DatA ... -"". 
a. Headquarters, MAG-13 (1-31 Ootober 1969) 

Rank 
~ Billet U9. Actual 

Thomas E. MURPHREE CO Col Col 
Hal W. VIN CENT XO LtCol LtCol 
George t. LUNT Jr. Adj capt Capt 
Robert E. WINSLOW SgtM<lj SgtMaj SgtMaj 
D .. A. IE\JIS 3-1 Maj Maj 
w. M. BROWN 8-:2 Maj 1stLt 
R. R. NORTON 8-:3 (1-60ct) LtCol LtCol 
T. J. KELLY 8-) (7-J10ot) LtCol LtCol 
E. C. JOHNSON 8-4 LtCol ttCol 

b. Headquarters ~nd Maintenance Squadron 13 (1-31 October 1969) 

James D. MOODY CO ttCol Maj 
Robert P. O'NEAIi· XO Maj Maj 
Edward CARDOZA s.;.1 Lt Capt 
James D. MOODY 8-3 Capt M!lj 

c. M"rine Air Base Souadron 13 (1-31 October 1969) 

Alfred N. DRAGO CO (1-5 Oot) LtCol ttCol 
Rich~rd D. RBVIE CO (6-]10ct) LtCol ttCol 
Norbert F. SCHNIPPEL i;o (1-260ot) Maj Maj 
Billy H. DRAFFEN XO (27-.310ct) Haj ~j 
Don!lld J. BERGER 8-1 W.O. Capt 
Bern'1rd R. HALPRIN BaseServO, Mlj Maj 

d. Marine Fighter/Attack Squadron 115 (1-31 October 1969) 

Edwin C. PAIGE Jr. CO LtCol LtCol 
Donald P. BOWEN XO Maj Maj 
Fredrick B. GRAIG S-1 Lt Maj 
Lester E. AMICK 5-2 Lt 1stLt 
L~wrence A. WHIPPLE S-3 M9.j Maj 
Jon R. GIBSON S-4 (1 .... 190ot) WO Maj 
John K. FRENCh{ 5-4 (20-310ct) wo 1stLt 
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e. Marine Fighter/Attack Squadron 3:14, '(1 .. 31 Octqber 1969) 

Rank 
~ Billet ~ Actual 

Charles G. FRElERICK CO LtOol LtOol 
Donald WOJCIK 10, ~j ~j 
Lyle P. CREADICK s..1 Lt Ms.j 
HOWlrd E. REaR 3-2 Lt C"lpt 
Robert C. JOHNSON 5.:-3 Maj 'Maj 
Allen 111. MASSEY 5-4 WO Capt 

f. Marine Fighter/Attack Squadro~ 122 (1-31 October 1969) 

John K. COCHl1AN 
Riohard D. REVIE 
Jcsephus L. MAVRETIC 
Jrhn J. MILES 
Arlin '3. TUIlliER 
Billy H. DRAFFEN 
Jon R. GIBSON 
Gear ge P. SWEENEY III 

I 

CO ttCol 
XO (1.60ct) Maj 
XO (7-310et) Maj 
3-1 . I Lt 
3-2 ! Lt 
S:-3 (11-260ct) I Maj 
8-3 (27-310ct)i Maj 
3-4 : WO 

Subordina~ Units 
. I 

2. Task Orennization and Unit LOcattQu 
! 

Organizati® k>cation Com.mrfding Officet" 

MA.~;3' Chu rai RVN Col T~ E. MURPHREE 
H&MS-13 Chu ~1 RVN LtColIJ. J. WILUS 
H&MS-13 , Chu Iei RVN Maj J.! D. MOODY 
MABS-13 Chu !.ai RVN LtCoIIA. N. DRAGO 
MAn8-13 Chu !ai RVN LtColIR. D. REVIE 
VMFA-115 Chu !ai RVN LtCol iE.' C. PAIGE Jr. 
VMFb-122 Chu Lai RVN LtColIJ. K. COCHRAN 

LtCol 
~j 
Maj 
Capt 
1stLt 
M.'ij 
Maj 
1stLt 

Date of Office 

VMFA-314 Chu Iei RVN L'tCol iC. G. FREDERICK 

( 10ct-310ot) 
( 10ct.-90ct) 
(100et-310ot) 
( 1 Oct-50ot) 
(60ct-J10ct) 
(10ct-J10ct) . 
(10c~310ot) 
(10ct-310ot) 

3. Average Monthly Strength 

llSl:m 
SauadIon ~ UQ l& 

H&M8-13 15 4 23 
MABS-13· 8 J 7 
VNFA-115 20 19 J 
VMFA-12? 20 15 4 
VM!i'A-314 ~ ..l2.. -i.. 
Group 83 60 42 

I 

I 
! 

I 
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453 
482 
233 
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I 
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4.' "Importa,nt Visi.tdrs'to the CoIlllJland 

On 25 October 1969, Brigadier General W. G. JOHNSON visited MAG.1). 
He attended Il lunoheon given in his hopor and was given an Grientation 
brief an'i tour of Fightertown. (MAG-13 cantonment). 

I 
I 

Part Twq: Nar:r.:at1v:e Summary I 

" " " " .:, . ; , , I' . " . . " , . , , " 
M':trine AiJ:'4Jl'~ft,i', O;&Ui:r 1 ,¥ 'Oontin~edt in' i~$' 13upport; of'Ut;' MAF an~ a,H 

other' free w?rl~ arxqed forces i~ the I, Corps Tactical Zorie~ !ltos and. ~h~ 
Gulf, cf ,\rouki.n.",!,,,,,,,, !."j , , I:, ' 

.0.' ;..' .. v.-: ....... "";',;~ .... J:"_~.;~ ... ">.~',::; ., ;. ":'_"i.'~~.\"I~:~,''''':''.-;' .. ~t''''~''':::.~'' \,; 
Part Three: Significant Events I~, : i ;':, 

1. Personnel I 

\. I 

, " I 

Durinrr, the month of October, Mnrin~ Airc~rt Group 13 had ai,loss Qf 
16 officers' and 121 enliste,d personnel! due to rotation ani, transfers, ' ' 
During the s~me peried,27 officers an~ 173 enlisted personnel repdrt~"" 
to this Grcy.p":f!Qr,,~:uty.;, \' ,: i 

2. ( , I:,:,,;,,· ','; ",'" 
I 

The fcllowiIlg"medals Were::presentef to MAG-13 personnel during tl1~ 
month of October: , . ' , ' 

, ,', I ' . , 

a.NavY"!ichievement Medal: 5 i 
I I" 

Duringth~~S!':lme period, the fOllowing medals vere recommended. 
I 00( I'i 

a. Distinguished Flying' Cross: 'tf ,'.' " , " ; , , , 
I 

b. Dronze Star: 11 , 'I" , , . ; 
i 
I 

'. ~ c. N~vy Commendation Medal: 3S 

d. Navy Aohievement Medal~, 27 

" f' :';' ." 
.,-,,', 

, I'" 

~. Casualties: 
~ :. ,-, " "".- ........ "'-... ~" .. " 
~cn_Hostil~,~;,:1: : .. ' -, , ~ 

: Q <r~.'-.::.~. ;p" .,~\ 
~<1 : 

a.. T6t~1':. for October •• ~ •••••••••• J •• " ••••••••••••••••• 12, 
;1 j:~,",;" 1'" ",',t1•• :;, I,"';";:;' i, J:~;~','r:,: " ,~, ",;) 1:~ },·,~'1 " 

.b .. ,-(1'(l~:'11: re~ux;nEild ~~q ,d,uty,. " •• \.,~" •• '1"' ••••• ~,", •• 'O , •••••• ,~ 
: .. : ~ "-.~,}. ' .' _., ,I: ." .. ' I ,~,.: •..• , •. ! I L~' :.' ~';' L. :1.: 

, " T":~;' f',."C" ',:G :::' "ir '\ "~j ','1
1 

.. 1-':;,," J4bfo~ufe <J) 
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n. Total MedEvac.,. •••••••••••. II.. . ..... , •.. f ••••• • _ •• 6 
:. ~ .-. 

d. Total number of mnn ~ays lost., •••••• ~!!.!'!~ ••••• 62 
Hostile "...t, , I i ' ; ; , 

e. Killed in Aotion •••••••••••••• f ..... ,. .. ;, ......... o 
b. Died, of wounds •••••••••••••••• ~ •••• , ••••• .,~ •••• ~ •• O 

,', ' , I'" ;' , ,'; 
" ,,,' I ,',' " ': 

c. Wounded in ,Action ••••• ' •• '~ ••••• ~ •• Ii •• i;'l. I •• ,. ~ ..•• '.0: 
" " ' " , " 'I ,':' \ "::, " ~, '::..:: ' ' " 

d. Missing in Action ••••• •••••••• '~ •••• j:Ji.,~, •••••••••• O 
I' ".' 

4. Civic Action " I ' ' 

:l, Orpn.'lns living in the MAG-13 Jach a.rea were p,i ven physi cal 
exe,ma 'lnd (\ continuing health progrrun 'Fs instituted. 

1). The Mid Autumn Festival was ce~ebM.ted in the hamlets of Vihn 
An, H'li Ninh and Trung An. MAG-13 sup]>lied refreshments and representatives 
rerorted th~t the festival was a succe~s. 

5. Morale and Welfare Frol?rnms I 

I 

11. There 3re presently two bplajJ,.s assigned to Ml~Q..13. They have 
'1dditionnl duties of coordinating Chaplnin coverage for all Combined Action 
Platoons in Combined Action Group-1; E~iscopal coverage for Americ~l 
Headquarters and Catholio coverage forlthe Naval Support Activity. 

b. Religious servieesconduoted at MAG-13 Chapel consisted of the fol-
lowing: , ,: I ' 

b. 

(1) Protestant Services 1 

(n) Sunday -8; attendance i ... -118' 
(b) ChoirJ'rq.ctice -4; llt~ndance - 19 
(0) Bible-Study";' 4; 'l\tten4rin6e'~"45 ' 
(d) C~stian Educiltion - ~; attendance - 10 

I 

(2) <htholicServices"!]i r' . , ,·f,·""", <, '. - ,c,q j',' I~' 
(a.) Sunday - 8; a.ttendance 1- 303 
(b) lo/e'ekday - 15; 'attendanJe ' .. ,';2'" .';' "" ",J 

i 
I h, 

Servioes for units other "than lI'1'l.G~13'! ~\,'" i (';"? ' 
I , 

I 
(1) Protestant Services I, 

(a) Sunday - America! D~~l$ion Hdqts - 4; q.ttend~no~ ..;. 66 . 
(b) WeeIday~- Combined -'Aotion: Phtoons:" 5jlittendanee- 46 

- ' , :':' 'I .' ',;,' .::\ :., ' 
I 
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e._ 
Catholic Services 
(a) Sunday - NSAr)' - 4; attendance - 164 

FLsG-A/CAG-1-4; attendance - 21 
, MAG-12 - 1; a.ttendtlIlce - .32 

-- """ --- -~ ----:;--

(b) Weekday - Combined Action Platoon - S; attendance - 73 

(3) Ecumenical Services 
(a) Memorial Services, CAG-1-2; attendance - 140 

c. Counselling and Interviews 

Counselling - 60 Religious Instruction - 1 
Interviews - 1S6 

d. Re:l Cross Cn.ses - 8 

e. Hospital Visits - 15 

f. Meeting and Trips 

Trips - 1 

6~ Intelligencft 

a. On 8 and 15 October 1969, the 3-2 Officer and a representative 
from MAG-13 8-3, attended Z!PPO Briefs for the coordination of operations 
con:lucted southwest of Danang. Upon returning, maps were prepared and 
briefs given to crews flying in support of these operations. 

b. During the month of October 1969, the Chu !ai Air fuse complex 
c~me under rocket att'~ck one time. This attack took place on 290ctooor 
at 1245 when 4X122mm rockets imp~cted. One rocket l~ded in the MAG-1] 
':lomb dump with 3. direct hit on a Gonex box, destroying twenty-four fire 
extinguishers .md minor da.!lk'l,<::;e to another Gonex box plus the ~oIllb dump 
office. There \-lere no casualties as all personnel were eating' lunch. Two 
rockets lande~i near the enst rtnlwO,y ca.using one danaged helo with 'one 
Army wounde'l. The fourth rocket caused no d.'lrnage or casualties. 

c. The 8-2 section continueu to accomplish its mission of supporting 
MAG-13 with intelligence information b,y preparing daily briefs to the 
aircrew members, as well Us for the Comm~nding Officer and Executive 
Officer. All incoming flight personnel received their in-country bri~f 
from the SSm: Officer. During the month of October a total of thirty-two 
briefs were given b.1 this section to newly arrived crew members. 

6 Enclosure (1) ...-; 
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7. Operations 

a. Air Oper~tions 

Sorties Hours 
Sru~dro.n Comb"t Total Combat Total 

H&M~13 (C-117D) .3 105 8.4 SS.9 
VMFA-314 (F-4B) 404 449 486.2 532.2 
VMF'l'1-115 (F-4B) 367 402 452.2 486.9 
VMFA-122 (F-4D) 283 .'\ 303 .326.8 357.4 

:~.) :; 

lo.n .' 
b. Opern tions SuP12orte'l 

Pipestone Canyon, Frederick Hill, Geneva Park, Iron Mountain, 
Republic Square and Victory Dragon XV. 

c. Signifi~~nt Bomb Dnrna~e AS§6ssment 

Structures: 132 destroyed/69 damagei. 
Bunkers: 109 destroyed/ 78 drunaged 
Seconiary Explosions: 21 
Secondary F11:)·8: 37 
Bulldozers: 1 
Trucks: 3 
Killed by Mqrine Air: 45 

d. Total Ordnance Exn~~: 2090.1 tons. 

8. Supply 

'1. A new work room VlS completed. Pool items in Section "M" were 
inventoriei ~nd trBnsfered to new storage area. 

9. Rqse.Development 

~. Work is continuing on the new concrete revetments. The goal 
is to rrovi1.e pr .... tection for each aircraft but the monsoon weather has 
severely hnmpered wor~ 
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