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HEADQUARTERS 
Marine Aircraft Group 1) 

• 
1st Marine Aircraft Wing, FMFPae 
FPO, San Francisco, Calif. 96602 

From: Commanding Offi car 
To: Comnanding General, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

3.TEC :twg 
003,A,tYI.370 
14 Mlr 1970 

Subj: Comma.nd Chronology for period 1 February 1970 to 28 Februar;r 1970 

Ref: (a) WgO 5750.4 

Enol: .::( 1) MAQ...1.3 Command Chronology 
J( 2) H&Ms..13 C011ll1lSnd Chronology '\ ' 
J(3) MADS-13 Command Chronology l!.;.sc 
\1'(4) VMFA-.115 Command ChronologyI .~ . 
.1(5) VMFA-122 Command Chronology\ . :)-;)j 
~(6) VMFA-314 Command Chronology \ .~'\ 
V(7) VMA-311 Command Chronology _) 

1 •. In accordance with the provisions of reference (a), enclosures (1) 
through (7) are herewith submitted. 

2. Upon removal of the enclosures, this letter is dow.graded to unolassi­
fied. 
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MARINE AI RCRA.FI' GROUP 1) 
CO}1j'{lI.?:D OI-IHONOLOGY 

U~.tr.~J_~_tY_JS1S.L":;;~.2E3 February..l.27O. 

Part I - Organi2'ational Dat; 

Part II - Narrative Summary 

Part III - Sequential Listing of Significant Events 

Part IV - Supporting Documents 
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1. ~zational Data 

a. Headquarters, MAG-1) {1-28 February 1970) 

Thomas E. MURPHREE 
Hal W. VIN CENT 
George L. LUNT Jr. 
Robert E. WINSLOW 
D. A. LEWIS 
R. R. DUNLEVY 
tI. M. BROWN 
E. S. HOLMBERG 
J. W. DETROY 
E. C. JOHNSON 

co 
XO 
Adj 
SgtMaj 
&-1 (1-8 Feb) 
8-1 (9--2S Feb) 
3-2 (1-20 Feb) 
8-2 (20-28 Feb) 
&-3 
&-4 

Rank 
TLo ---- Actual 

Col 
LtCol 
Capt 
SgUaj 
Maj 
Maj 
Maj 
Mlj 
LtCol 
LtCol 

Col 
LtCol 
Capt 
SgtMaj 
Maj 
Maj 
1stLt 
Capt 
LtCo1 
LtCol 

b. Headquarters and M:dntenance Squadron 13 
Frank J. HORAK CO (1-A, Feb) 
Josephus L. MAVRETIC CO (5-28 Feb) LtCol 

(1-28 February 1970) 

Maj 
Frank J. HORAK Jr. XO (5-28 Feb) Maj Haj 
James E. OooM 8-1 Lt 1stLt 
William T. GOLLA 8-4 WO 1stLt 

o. Marine Air Base Squadron 13 (1-28 February 1970) 

R. D. R,EVIE 
Billy H. DRAFFEN 
Juan M. LEM 
Calvin J. GOMEZ 

co 
XO 
8-1 
Be se Sel"lTO 

LtCol 
Maj 
WO 
Maj 

LtCol 
Maj 
we 
Capt 

d. M9.rine Fighter/Attack Squadron 115 (1-28 February 1970) 

Donald P. BOWEN CO LtCo1 
Le,wrence A. WHIPPLE xo ~1-22 Feb) M!lj 
Ronald E. HEALD XO 23-28 Feb) Maj 
Larry A. STULTS 3-1 Lt 
Le ster E. ANI OK 8-2 Lt 
Harry F. SHARP II S-3 M!lj 
Frederick J. I.JEIEH. Jr. 8-4 wo 
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LtCol 
Maj 
Mlj 
Capt 
1stLt 
Maj 
Capt 
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e" Mlrine Fighter/Attack Squailron 122 (1-28 February 1970) 

Rank 
Name Billet !L.Q Actual 

Robert E. HOWARD Jr. CO LtCol LtCol 
Josephus L. MAVRETIC XO (1-4 Feb) M3.j Ivfuj 
Ro:=;s C. CHAIMSON XO (5-28 Feb) Maj M3.j 
Jor..n J. MIL:.T3 ~1 Lt Capt 
ArlinB. TUSrBR 8-2 Lt 1s'~Lt 

Jon R. GI33C'i\f 8-3 (1-15 l"eb) VB,j Vaj 
Bernard R. B:\LPRIN S,3 (16-.28 Feb) }~'lj Ivaj 
George P. S:'!EENEY -, ' 

Ci--L:- 1;7Cl Capt 

f. r-h:t:~:n8 Fighter/Attack :3r:1'['!dj.·o~ 314 (1 .. 28 February 1970) 

Thoms J. lillLLY Cc I.t. (;01. LtCol 
Robert C. .rO@JSON XU (1-20 F~!J) ~.1c:j Maj 
Daniel T. BEIIi'"N XO ( 21·-28 Ji'("b) M.8. 'j 

L 
Maj 

Terril J. mC"fIARDSON 8-1 Lt. Capt 
Frank liJ. Me D'li]"FEE c .) ...,...,- Lt 1st1t 
J~mA:1 B. I.3G::,TARD 8-3 M9.j M9.j 
Allen W. MASSSY 8-4 t-JO Capt 

g. 11l.rine Attack Squadron 311 (12-28 February 1970) 

Arthur R. RICHE 
Cr..arles A. REYNOLDS 
Olyde :;;:. FOllEMAN 
Jotn D. LAWEOl'T 
Bru.ce A. Sc}J.1,{MrOA 
Frec.ri ck F. IERSHBARGER 
Gordon R. JEFFE',ROON 

CO 
XO 
S-1 
5-2 (12-19 Feb) 
8-2 (20-28 Feb) 
8-3 
8-4 

2. Tall!c Organizai.ion anA Unit Location 

LtCol 
t1:\j 
Lt 
Lt 
Lt 
Maj 
HO 

LtCol 
Maj 
Capt 
"IatLt 
C,';,pt 
Maj 
Capt 

Or P.'&.:Gi ~.§,. ti (:>1,1 tpcatiQn QO!lllJYlncg]JJr._O ffi cer 

MAC_13 Chu tai, RVN Col T. E. MURPHREE 
H&M&.13 Chu Lai, RVN Msj J. L. MAVRETIC 
MitBS-1.3 Chu Lai, RVN Lt.Col R. D. REVl:E 
VMFA-115 Chu Lai, Rlllr LtCol D. P. BOWEN 
VMFA-122 Chu 18i, RVN 1tCol R. E. HOWARD 
VMFA-314 Chu 1ai, RVN LtCol T. J. KELLY 
VMti .... 311 Chu Wi, RVN LtCol A. R. HICKLE 
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Date of Orfi2~ 

1 Feb-28Feb 
1 Feb-28Feb 
1 Feb-28 Feb 
1 Feb-?8Feb 
1 Feb-28Feb 
1 Feb .. 28Feb 
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3. A1Terage Monthly Strength 

Sgu'ldro.n. NA NlQ. ag Enlil'lteq 
H&MS-13 10 9 19 537 
MABS-13 7 2 10 575 
VMFA-115 22 19 2 279 
VlvlFA-122 21 18 2 257 
VMFA-314 23 19 3 268 
VMA-311 27 3 170 
MATCU-67 _6 ~4.... 
Group 110 67 45 2170 

4. lmPQrt~nt Visitor~to the COl1lffi'lnq 

• 
Off~ 

o 
4 
1 
1 
1 
1 

.JL 
8 

Enlisted 
o 

23 
o 
o 
o 
o 

--U.-
23 

On the 21 Febru8ry Major General THRASH visited MA.G-13. Also a 
visitor to ~t1G-13,was M3.j or General BOWEN Jr. who vas on hand on Feb­
ruary 23 to 'ioiitness VMF.A...115 complete their 1.0jC000"',;h accident free'fiying 
hour., 

Part Twq,: Narrative Summary 

a. Marine Aircraft Grou?-13 continued its support of III MAF and all 
other free world forces in the I Corps Tactical Zone, laos and the Gulf 
of Tontin. 

b. On the 6th of February, V}WA-314 lead aircraft, on a flight drop­
ping napalm., recsived numerous small arms hits, igniting the remaining 
ordnance and rendering the aircraft uncontrollable. The aircrew ejected 
1,Jith onlY''''' m:iwlr leg injury being sustained by the pilot. 

c. On the night of the 17th of February, an aircraft from VMF.A...314 
ere. shed on take-off while ma.ld.ng an instrumen.t departure, due to a port 
engine failure. Both orewmembers ejected safely. 

d~ On the 12th ot February, VMFA-122' vas flying a section TPQ with 
Ql~a:::lg Tri Azrat. When the second airoraft att:9mpted tel gev into posi­
tion, it descended into an overcast and contad. W"8.S lost. The pilot and 
his radar intercept officer have been declared M, Io A. 

e. On the 20th of February, VMFA 31/+, viaS flying· a night scrtililble' 
mission under an overcast in the Hoi An Valleyc- . The lea.daircraft drbp_ 
ped. two napalm. cans and':l!mmodi£\tely the remaining napalID ignited under .• , 
the ai:cd:r:aft.·'· Both ere vJDlero:oo j $ ,.ej icted sdely. 

f. On 26 February 1970 an aircraft from VMA-311 was hit by ground fire 
while attacking a t~rget an a close air support mission. The pilot sub­
sequently we s forced to eject, receiving minor injuries. 
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1. Pe:J::.sonne.l 

D-..1ring the month of February, Marine Aircraft Group-1J had a loss ot 
6 officers and 119 enlisted personnel due to rotation and transfers. 
During the saIne period, )6 officers and )65 enli sted personnel reported 
to th:i!3 Group for d'dy. The VMA-J11 change over fr'JID M9.rine A:trcrnft Group 12 
to Mlrine Airoraft Gl.'oup-1J included 27 officers and 174 enlisted personnel .. 

1'):'.8 follov:i.ng medals "1'8re presente<l. to MAG-13 personnel during the 
mon.th of F&b:Cl'A:!'Y: 

a. L'8g:lr.n of. Merit: 1 

b, r~ngle H:tssion .H"2.~ Hec1al: 3 

c. Erorv~('J Star: 6 

(10 lJa'ry CO::TJD.8ndation Medal: 17 

a. Total for Fe bru'3.ry: 24 

'J" Tobl Hedevac: 8 

a. Killed in Action: 0 

";:"1 
I I 

15 
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b. Died of wounds: 0 

c. W(Ilmded in Action: 0 

d. Missing in Action: 2 

a~ During the second week of February, the Cj;\'il Affairs Team went 
to Blnh Sa Village to deliver three bags. of cement.which were to be used 
for rebuilHng the hamlet office, which had been extensively damaged 
earlier by the VC. 

b. During the third ~!eeJi: of' Febrt'ary-, the Clyil Affairs Team co­
ordinated efforts with !mericul PSYOP8 and showed t1.J'O movies concerning 
Bani tation in the hamlets of V::L!lh-.A.:1 8.:r.d Trug-An. After the movies, bars 
of soap to all childreri alld adults who had attended were handed out. 

a. There are presently t~To Chaplins assigned to MAG-13. They have 
addi tiona 1 dutJ!es of coordinating Chaplin coverage of all Ccmb.i.ned Action 
Pl,<J:fjoons :':.:'1 Combined Action Grollp-1; Episcopal coverage for Americal Head­
qm.rters and Catholic coyemge for the Naval Support Activit.y. Chaplin 
PAGE relieved Chaplin ClEVELfu"IJD as Group Chaplin on 1 February 1970. Chap­
lin CAJ.~Y reported for duty as Group Catholic Chaplin on 18 February 1970. 

b. Religious services condUcted at the MAG-13 Chapel consisted of tre 
following: 

(1) Protest~nt Services; 

(a) Sunday-8; Attendance 231 
(b) ~reekday-1; Attendance 17 
(0) Choir Rehsarsal-5; Attendance. 33 
(d) Bible Btud1-9; Attendance 64 

(2) Catholic Services: 
(n) Sund~-8; Attendance 304 
(b) Weekday-6; Attendance 25 

o. Services f:or units other than MAC'.-13 

(1) Protestant Services: 

(a) Sundlly-4; Attendance 43 
(b) Weekday-7j Attendance 87 
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(2) Catho1:ic Services 

(a) Sunday-5J Attendance 17.3 
(b) Weekday-5; Attendance 52 

(3) Memorial Services -2; AttendD.noo 13:" 

d. Oounseling & Interviews: 

Counseling Sessions - 51 
Interviews- 268 

e. Red Cross Cases - 11 

r~ Hospital Visits -4; Men visited -15 

g. Private Ministry 

Bantisms -1 (Cath) 
rast Rites -0 (tJath) 

h. Meetings and Trips 

Americal Protestant Retreat -1 
It.Jing Chaplins Meeting, IaNang -1 

6. In.te lligence 

• 

a. The 3-2 section continued to accomplish its m.tssion of supporting 
MAGr·13 with intelligence information by preparil!g daily briefs for ail'­
crews as well as for the COrrJm(mding Officer and E::recutive Officer. All 
incoming flight personnel received their in-country brief from the SERE 
Officer. Dtk~ng the month of February a total of seventeen newly arrived 
crew members were briefed by the S-2 Officer. In addition there were four 
up-date briefs given to the Security Guard and two indoctrination briefs 
presented to newly arrived personnel. 

b. ~~ng the month of February the Chu Lai Air Base perimeter was 
probed four times with negative results or casualties. 

7 • Operation:a 

a. :!IJ,r Qperation§ 

Sguad,J-on 
H&MS-13 (C-117D) 
VMFj~.11~ (F4B) 
VMFA-314 (F4B) 
VMFl~-122 (F4B) 
VMA-311 (i\-4) 

1"Qto,J, 
87 

.6;13 
657 
630 
421 

fJgrties 
CQmbat 

13 
586 
627 
609 
417 
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total 
16$",8 
657~O 
647.3 
641.0 
450.4 

Q,omM.i 
88.9 

615.2 
612.7 
619.4 
383.6 
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b. Operations Supported 

Iron Mountain, Victory Dragon 19, Victory 20, Fredrick Hill, m.,i1dolpb. 
Glenn, AIS, G8neva Park and the steel Tiger Area. 

Se<JilJ:)cb.ry EJ..'Plosions: 74 
St! <jondar"'J Fire s: 150 
Rmlr.ors: 2g0 destroyed/45 damaged 
Str'.1~tt1!'6S: 172 destroyed/28 damaged 
KBHii~ 15 
E.r:tdges: 1 destroyed/2, damaged 
Trucks: 4 destroyed/2 damaged 
fuV~: 6 destroyed/1 damag8d 

a. 1:.65 l~i.ne items \;>;.'ire m.:wed from MA.G-13 outside storage to MAG-12 
wareh0t18f:: ~ 

b" T118 :t",:l!3poction and repac1dn~ of all Marb.e .Corps Property gear 
tb!:3.t helQ ~:)0(,n i:l outsic~e stOl"lg9 "W'3.8 completed tr!~s month. 

c.. All "'.reapons on charge to this Group were put on Punch Cards du...T1.ng 
this period~ This should increase our control over all weapons considerably 
as pr:i.nt O-:1t.s "rill be run 89.(;11 m'):nth for ;rerification by each Squadron • 

.'? .. ~ D-:l.r-:'i.~1g the month of February the constructior. c,f bleachers, buclG--
step, p}.a;'l"""lr:.'3 banches and other accessor:i.0S for th8 M!,(} ... 13 athletic 
f"5.e le1. we~: ·~(j:~:li)l<)ted¢ 
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